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Congressman -JOHN P. MURTHA was contacted at his

residence at 109 Colgate Avenue, Johnstown, Pennsylvania - -

IQMS.QGI of the identitiés of ~— land| |©
as Special Agents (SAS) of ‘Yhe Federal Bureau of = -

. Investigation (FBI): MURTHA was-advised that in acoordance ©¢
- with an-official investigation, information was sought ré- °7C
garding: his relationship with HOWARD CRIDEN, MEL. WEINBERG
--and TONY DE. VITO. -MURTHA Was then presented with a form, )
entitled VInterrogation; Advice of Rights'" which he read and
- Stated he understood. MURTHA réturned the form, unsigned,

and stated that he did not refquire a lawyer. - He then advised

he was willing %6 be interviéwed and provided thé following - -

narrative:r " :

. - MURTHA formerly served in_the U.S. Marine Corps .
Resexve with LOUIS JOHANSON; who is currerbly the law partner -
of HOWARD -CRIDEN. Approximately two to. three weeks prior to
the: dateof interview, MURTHA Teceived a telephone call from
either JOHANSON or CRIDEN. - During the telephone conversation,
reference was made toa newspaper article in the Philadelphia
Bulletin'which described MURTHA's'influence as a member of
Congress. -MURTHA was then invited to join CRIDEN in meeting
with the repressntativeés. of individuals désiring to obtain
entry into the U.S: MURTHA replied that: he would*be glad to
meet with these.persons in his office but was.told that these
individuals ‘would be more comfortable if. they- could "meet.at .
their:residence in Washington; D.C, -. .~ | . "

’ . On either®a Thursday -or Friday, approximately two.
to three weeks prior to interview date, 'MURTHA was -picked up
by CRIDEN: and taken-t6 the méeting: at the: townehouse residence-
of these individuals. - -~ A i

-At, thé townehousey MURTHA was introduced to two .in-

#

- *

- «dividuals nanied TONY and MEL. He ddd not recall the last -

names of these individuals but described TONY as the .darker -
and younger of the two. MURTHA was informed by one of these.
indisiduals that they represented a wealthy -sheik from a -

Middle Eastern country, who deésired assistance in obtaining .
entry into the U:S. at an unspécified future date. MURTHA -
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replied that he would check into the situation to determine

what the requirements were %o.-secure admlss1on into the
country.

MURTHA had been informed by CRIDEN prior to the
meéting that the sheik possessed vast asseéts, as high as
$200 million, and could possiﬁly be persuaded to invest. a.
substantial amount of woney in MURTHA's congressional dis-
tPict. In light of this; MURTHA informed TONY and MEL that
he would prov1de assistancé to the shéik to obtain entry
into the U.S. in return for investments by the sheilgy ;made
in his congressional dlstrlct to. ass1st in ¢éreating jobs.

.MURTHA explained to them that 1nvestment in his district was

necessary for him. to 3ust1fy acting on the sheik's behalf.

During the course of this meéting, it appeared %o

" MURTHA that TONY and MEL were willing to offer money to in-
‘sure that the, assistance sought would bé sécured. He Tecalled

that they indicated to him that they liked to be "up front".

At one point during the meéting, while ‘CRIDEN and .one of the
individuals were: out. of the room, the othér individual opened

a drawer and dlsplayed a large amount of cash to MURTHA.

MURTHA expressed no interest.in receiving money; but reiterated
that his assistance could be. -0btained through investmerts in
his district.

MURTHA recalled that during the meetitig, CRIDEN left
the room more than onee: with MEL and TONY individually,. while
the other remained with him. )

Subsequent to the meeting, MURTHA contacted a high
ranking official with ‘the Immlgratlon and Naturalization
Service (INS), who may possibly bé named |(Phonetlc) b7c
and asked him if a wealthy individual would encounter any
difficulty in obtalning admission into the U.S. The official
informed MURTHA that an individual with at least $#0,000 in
assets would not have any difficulty entering the country,
since he would not be required to have a sponsor..
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MURTHA,telephoned CRIDEN and relayed to'hlm the
information he obtained from the INS official, MURTHA stresed ,

however, “that he still degired the -sheik to make investments -
in his dlstrlct.

MﬂRTHA theh contacted a friend of hls and” asked him
what céuld be accomplished with a forty o flfty million
dollar 1nvestment, emphasizing that the 1nvestors did not
desire to operate a business. He was. told” that E) flrm naned
Abex (Phonetic) mlgnt need money or that a bark could be pur-
chased with such an amount. -He'wds also told that an invest-
ment. of this size would be a help to ‘the .coal producing 1ndustry.
MURTHA informed his frlend that the respresentatlves of .the in<
vestor would hire an expert ©0 éxamihe any potential investment

* and MURTHA could notguarantee that hlS ‘recommendations would be

followed. )
MURTHA's. frlend alsoaivmsed h1m that a deposit .of

»fxve;milllon dollars made: lnto a, bank would be con51dered an
1mportant sum. X

£

MURTHA subsequently telephoned- CRIDEN, and,told hlm
of thé information supplied by hi§ friend regarding investments-
and. depos1ts. He also asked CRIDEN to -obtain SpelelCS regard-
ing the sgheik so that they could conmence worklng with the INS
toward his entry into. the UZS:

Subsequent 16 the above narratlve statement MURTHA
-prov1ded the following informatin pursuant to. questlonlng by
thé inhterviewing agents:

MURTHA has known - GRIDEN only since he was contacted
by him: approxlmately'two to three weeks priof to- interviev date.
If they had met prior tb th%ﬁ it. was. only on a purely soclal -
level and was not recalled"b?‘MURTHA. , .

CRIDEN said, to the best of MURTHA'S gecollection,
that there was a lot of méney.available for investment from

_ the sheik through TONY qnd.MEL. CRIDEN Sstated that he had
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checked them out with a bank through-a contact of'hls ahd it
was conflrmed that they had a substantlal sum of noney.

MURTHA first met with CRIDEN on the same day as )
the méeting, ~which took place during the congressional récess -
in January; 1980. ThlS‘was also the £1rst and only tlme MURTHA
ever met TONY. and MEL. -

S At-the meeting in the townehouse, MURTHA - told TONY =
and‘MEL that-his only interest was éreabing addltlonal jobs. in
his-district and that before hé could -take any action on the
sheik!ls behalf, he had to determine if it weré possible to ob=
= tain an ind1v1dual's entry into. the country. - )

EX

: Théte was no questlon in his' mlnd that: IONY and MEL

‘ wanted'to pay hlm for any assistance but he made.it. olear to -

them that‘he wanted 1nwstment 1n'the dlstrlct, not payoffs.v =

. . Oh ‘the way back to. the'Rayburn‘Bulldlng -where GRIDEN - .
hadﬁplcked him up earlier, MURTHAsobserved that CRIDEN did not .- -
seém happy and-was subdued.. MURTHA to6ld CRIDEN that he believed
they could work out some sort of leg;tlmate 1nvestmen£1n the
district. -~ - B L .

o MURTHA ppov1ded the fOllOWlng chronology for the LR

fevents uransplrlng from, the.day of the meeting: -

- ‘CRIDEN telephoned‘MURTHA and’ told,hlm of the arrange-
ments for the meetlngn MURTHA was. 1ater picked up by CRIDEN
in a chauffeured Iimousine in front of the Rayburn Building.
‘They were driven to the townehouse which CRIDEN described as

" thé residenceof the sheik when he visits Washingtoir; D.C. The:3

2 vmeetlng took place -and he was dr1Ven back to %he. Rayburn Build-

ihg with GRIDEN-in the limousine. Hé told CRIDEN that he would,_'
gﬁeo% 16 determlne 1f they could affect the sheik's entry into -
e oSo E

Approxlmaﬁely,a week 1ater, MURTHA, afterfchecklng
w1th the INS official, telephoned CRIDEN and told him that
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the entry could “be accompllshed. He asked: CRIDEN to obtaln '
information regarding the identity of the sheik, his country
and when he. desired t0° ‘enter the U.S. He encouraged CRIDEN
to take actlon'to get investments for MURTHA's disbrict.

’ MURTHA was in telephone -contact with “'C R DiE”‘N on

‘only'two occasions subsequent to. ‘the meetlng with: TONY and

--MEL, The: first call was pr;marlly o obtaln,lnformailon and

later to tell him of the results of his conversatlon,w1th the

- INS - 0fflC1al. . . .

-

MURTHA also told CRIDEN that his frlend had advised
him that a dep031t of one million dollars would have no impact

on a bank as was suggested at the meet1ng~w1th TONY and MEL,

but that a sum of five million would be important to a bahk..~

MURTHA did&not knoy -if CRIDEN- was aware of any offen
of money by- TONY and MEL. MURTHA did not feel that the ‘money

ﬁwaSJdlrectly offered to h1m. It wds showrr and a payment Was

impliéd gince TONY or MEL '53id +that, MURTHA!s as31stance was

- Jporth Msueh and such', But WURTHA was interested im obtaining

Jobs in h;s district for some such: endeavor as a coke works.
MURTHA*would not take & phone number from EONX or MEL ahd he

,,_‘

~

MUREHA con51dered CRIDEN the agent of TONY and.MEL
and was sure that CRIDEN was t¢- be paid. Hé was not aware of -
CRIDEV act1ng~1n»uhe role 6f lobbyist and he had no knowledge
of" CRIDEN contacting -anyone- ‘2t INS- negardlng the regulations
for adm1351on to the U}S. .
T MURTHA was aware. of ‘the names of two other congress-
“faevy belng mentloned at. the meeting with TONY andMEL but he.
Geclined”+o. name’ them. One -of these congressmenr came to, -
" MURTHA -and told him that he ngeded MURTHA's help: He told. .
"MURTHA that they -each had .a chance”for investment possibilities
1n.the1r dlstrlcts and asked.-MURTHA if he was interested,
MURTHA replled.that he was always interested in. 1nvestments
“in hls dlstrlct o =,
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When asked by the interviewing agents if the names
of Congressmen JOHN MURPHY -and FRANK THOMPSON were mentioned,
MURTHA ‘teplied that the name of MURPHY and THOMPSON were
mentioned as having had dealmngs with TONY and MEL. ©WNo indi-

- catlon ‘was madeof any money being paid to them and MURTHA felt

that their names were mentloned,ln order 0 put pressure on him
to assist ‘them.

When asked 1f any specific amount of money was men-
tioned to him, MURTHA stated that a flgure of f£ifty thousand
was mentioned at the. meetlng. ‘MURTHA did riot know what the
expectatlons were. of those Jpresent at the meeting, but MURTHA
assuméd that this money was the fee to be paid to" CRIDEN for
arranging the transactlon 1nvolv1ng MURTHA's assistance for
the .Sheik in return for investment in his. dlstrlct.

-'MURTHA never dlseussed.W1th MURPHY any aspect of
thls meetlng with CRIDEN3 TONY or MEL and he was never approached
%y MURPHY regarding any~sub3ecteven remotely 1nvolv1ng “them,

T THOMPSON; howéver, spoke to MURTHA .and told h1m that

‘a deal could bé made with TONY and MEL. THOMPSON did not

spec1flca11y descrlbe the nature of the ‘deal but. ‘MURTHA assumed
that, 'THOMPSON's concern was with investments in the. district

e e

and ﬂHOMPSON never stated.to hnm that he received any money.

MURTHA dld not believe that either MURPHY'or THOMPSON
recelved any money from TONY oi MEL, dlrectly or indirec¢tly.

MORTHA - admitted, after béing asked by 1nterv1ew1ng
agents; hav1ng met with CRIDEN ahd. THOMPSON in THOMPSONS
officeé prior to the meeting with TONY and MEL. ‘MURTHA des=
cribed the meetlng a8 a short one in which 1nvestments for
their districts were discussed and .&ither THOMPSON or CRIDEN
told: MURTHA that he should go over and meet w1th TONY and MEL.

s MURTHA last spoke to CRIDEN .on Monday, January 21,
1980 in a telephone conversatlon in which he told CRIDEN to
gét things started regarding investments. in the communltyu
MURTHA has not spoken t6 CRIDEN since.
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Tegarding the term "dealV.
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"MURTHA ‘stated that he.hay have made statéments

which may appear to indicate he had knowledge of payoffs being’

madeé ‘to THOMPSON of MURPHY, but explained -that he-had no knowl-

edge of payoffs to them. Hé was desirous: of -obtaining sub-
stantial invéstment in his district and this was his viewpoint
regar: If an offer of a payoff was made
to him, MURTHA did not consider it as. such, .

3 -

“
- - w2 A e
Coy ; ¢
- - ¥ ™~
- - -~ 7
b - -
W
- %
-
El
- i
" =
- - *
& - &
2
S N =
. - . »
¥
s o
- - i
*
‘
i LS ’;'
3 - I &
- %
& -
» N -
— A *
> + v -
. '
= * -
+
_ >
» -+
-
¥ 2 . -
. -
£ - - .
(-‘ £l
i A
. - &= N e -
» s
@ * 24 4 B
- ¢ - &
. -
- k3
% = B .
¥ * -
heg - o -
b %
- S
.
.,;_'Z... ¢
- —
-
4 l
- - - * ES _

!
K]




