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1 pade up ny nind

®™litncssos

RE: JOHN L. LEWIS

INTERY]1 %7 WITH “'l'ho nan folt that ELSHOFF wos lhuwlng fovoritim
for thoso nen who were in favor of UdMedle I :
continue heard that tho oampangy was golng to opon the mines
sovoral tinecs, but I didn*t go to tho nincs m
thuao doyse

®7ith regard to the clootion in Pece of 1937 I oamot stote te
tc cny cots of violemoe or throots node By onyonce I don't boliove

I want t¢ tho ninc bobwoon Dose of 19%7 und Bove of 1228 whon the nine

rcopeneds A8 I roonll 4% a nctioo was put in the papor that the nine wos
to rcepone VWhen wo wont baok to wurk tho Progressivos had tho nojurity,
but it was an open shop so a lot of the men didntt sign up right aways.

As far as I was oonocerned I wusn't throatened or beant up ,

ug wac non all felt thut if they didn't
do 0g thoso mon wonted then to, thot thoy might got hurte It sooned that
wheon the ming opu ned in XNgov of 1939 '!_I‘I_CV would n-nlv hiro U.M.H. nan. i
It was ny inprcesion that Bowling Groom of tho U.M.W. seamed to be tho |
non who hod o lot of influcncoe with tho oanpunye I bolicve FALCETTI and
BOMLING GREEN wero good fricuds inuemuch w8 it ws cainon knowlodge

that they ron arcund o lot togother «t night, going o stag parties, oto.

thet I aouldn't get alang with JaCK FALCEITI and hud boen
wanting to ohonge jobs fur a long times I hive resd cver this entire
stutonent of four pepoes, have initialed tho first threo pagos, and horeby
sign this puogo to shuw it has beoon read by no and it is truo tc the best

of ny mamorys

Specinl Aponts
FeBeIs
U.S« Dopts of
Justiooe" ’
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This man ipdicatod a

statement which he gave,
gusstions put to him.

Be doea not read Engliah but appears to undarltand

Following is a signed statement obtained fram _

make the following voluntary statement to
oth of whom have identified themsclves as boing
ederz]l Burcau of Investigation, XNo throats or promises

which time I joined the UK., 1 staft F . Q
workod there until the strike in 1937. I vas a member of the U.M.'.. until
ebout 1932 when the Progressive Union was formeds Everyone told mo that if
I jcincd the Progrossive the ducs would be smaller and werking conditions
would bc better. As far as I wes conoerned the working conditions under the
Progressive union didn't scem to be eny better and it cost more in dues,
Since I never talked to any company officials I cannot say anything as to
how the company felt about the unions. 1 never held a union offioce and
didn't go to hardly any noctings. I do not know anything about cvents lead-
ing up to the strike in key of 1937 and didn't know a strike was coming until
the day of the actual strike,. '

";t about one ofelock in the aftoinoom on May 12, 1937, one of the
drivers told me thot I had enough cars for tho day =nd for me to go home,
“hen I got on top I was told thet the mine was shut dcwn and for me not to
come back. I woent home that doy and didn't even go back to got my tools. 1
don't heve any idea ms to why the mine was shut dowm, I never hsard about
any moen in the Progressives being fired for being spies for the -
Some time after the strike two men oceme to my housge to suci.

: about work or sowething. 411 I now is that they”

4

2 L L *
tout something end left when my wife told them to lenve,

"1 roncmbor signing same xind of a petition for the Progressives
after the strike, I cannot rcmember whether the men came to my house or
vhether I signed the petition at the union hall, g
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. ave nover vieited 'V nATY O 3 men av vhe Mines and
* so 1 dc not know anything ebout how the men felt tcwards the unionms, 1a
not fecl thet I wculd ever be eble to testify in any court as to what took
place at the mincs bofore or efter the strike in 1937,

"The ebove stotement of threc peges has been read to me by ﬁy

wifc, and it is true to the best of my memory. I have initialed the
first two pcges end heroby sign this page to show that it is true.,
(s)

witnesses:

We®ial Agents, FBI, U.S. Dupariment cf Justlee.
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Re: JOEK L. LEWIS, ET AL

was 1nte gwed b S cia ontl

IN"7RVIES #1TH

: ye&rs o BEZO nnd does no press one w hia
knorlodgo of the situation exiating at Hino "Bf.. He oould de used as &
witncsa, however, to testify to the facts ac set out in the following statoment,
which ho signed: .

"August 31, 1943
Springfield, Ill.

make the following veluntary statement to
£ _ we both of whom Lheve identified theomselves as
Specif eral Burcau of Investigation. No threats or
promiscs have been made to induce me to makc eny etatement,

"1 was born in g an¢ have elways lived
in Illinois. I presently roside at e 1 first started
‘miring ir when I went to work for Rino P ¢ ave been working at
that mine evur since, I jJeinad the T,M.%, ir and joined the PR in
1832 when the local mon decided to go with PMA. havs never held &
unicn office, As far as 1 am concorned, thsre is no differsnce betwoen the
two unions. Everything was going along fine until the spring of 1937 when
somc of the men started talkinz about signing up with U.M.%, I recall that
some of tho progressive men were expellsd from our union because they
ver¢ working for United, I think thc men were expelled from the union
before ths atrik-, but the company wouldn't fine them and that's what the
strike was about,

"As I romember it, I went to work in my regular place, that is in

t o5 a digger on the dany of the strike, ~e got to work after my
eing hnd already gome into the pits, I romember that the men werc loading
their cars short and somebody montionod that we should only load ths cars
rart full, I believe somc of the men weré saying thet if we loaded the
cars short the company might not let the men work. 1 heard thet Jony

1ouch, Frark austin, Petu Lartor znd som¢ other men vere going around To
see the mon £ Yrying to organize for the UMF. I only sttended uniom
mcetings about once every two montha, snd never took an intercet in what
the meén who wers supposcd to be spies were actuanlly doing.

~

"] remember that on the day of the strike we were told by ths
union to quit work at about 2:30 P. X, sc we all left the mine. 1
remembor that we all wnent out to the mine somctime in Sept. and our local
dceided to sot up a.picket line. 1 was on picket duty for about a month
when I came home, 1 hadrd that Felcetti had told our grievaoce cormittes
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Re: JOEN L, LEWIS, ET AL

IFTERVIFE that only UM men could work as the company had & .
contract with UMN, I believe about 10 or 15 men started
nued} to work that day and all of these men were the men who
had been acting as spies for U.M.W, Our men decided
to set up the picket line when Falcetti said only UMW men were to work.
© 1 didn't hear Falcetti meke any statesments though. ~

*I votod in the NIRB ‘election in Dec. of 1937 and as far as I know
everythinz was peaceful., Therc was no violence and no throats werec made
by cithor eide ocs far as I know, I didn't go out to the mine ageip until
the mine opened in 1539, I was not cdntacted by any one to join the U.M.W,
I was given my same room and started to mork it as soon ag I got back to
work., aftcr I had been at the minc for about a yoe
Fldtch to _join thc U7 so I joined at that time,
?- o L he mevir usad any foroce to ge
As far as I'm concorncd, onc union s €5 geod as the other as long as I'm
working.

"I have read over this stal. ..t of four pages and wish to state
it is true to thc best of my memory, I havoe initialed the first throe
pagcs and hereby sign this page. -

. -

(signod) .

", itncsses

 {signed) . ) Spocial Agonts, FBI
PO (<icned) ) U. S, Dept. of Justice”
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statement:

nSpringfield, Ilinois
August 28, 1943

make the following voluntary statoment
both ¢ ® whom hove identificd thewnselves
e Federal Burcau of Investigation. Ne

A<
romises have been made 1o me to induco me to make anv
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“] was borr g
ir I became a U.93.
been working in the mines ever s

: MR- nd came to the U.S,
itizen as soon as I possibly could. 1 have
I came to the U.3. and joined the
UMY, sometime around X I remained a member of the U.N.W,
until 1932 when I joined the Progressive union. I have never held any
office intthc union and never attended many of the meetings —~ &ither

or 1Y W
UVl Valisile

Progressive
n;:3 far as I was concerned conditions were about the Same under
Progressive as they were under the U.l1f.W. To my knowledge the officers
of the Progressive were good men and I don® think they were engaged in
any racket. I never attended many of the nectings and only heard rumors
to the effect that some of the men in our local were spies for the U.N.¥,.

*I can't remember much of what hzppened on the day the mine was
shut dovn in the spring of 1937, I know that many times we would go to

WEAE ddd WilL UPLIANME Vi LSS 86 LN S LLnlLS WLLLS

work and vwhen we would notice men coming back from the nmine -- that,is,
not working -~ we would turn around and go home without knowing why
the mine wos shut down., I do not knov any of the details as towhy
the mine shut dovmn in 1937. . .

»T remembor signing a petition dftcr the mine shut dovm, hut do
not know vhether I signed any other petitions. I vent out to the mines
and marched in the picket lines scvera}iildes, but do not remember

the dates, Since I live out in the country ard awvay from most of the

men I have never discussed the conditions at the mine with the meng., I
have ncver secn any men beaten up by any union organizers and have never
seen eny of the men fighting, but I have heard rumors that men were
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Re: JOHN L. LEWYS, ET AL . ,
i“?,) o .

beaten up. I heard mmb?-s that the V.M.V, praniﬁod

Elshoff conditions wowld be bastter if their union was

the only union, but I do not know how the company
men felt towards the unions,

-

I went back to work at the mine in the fall of 1939 and remained
a member of the Progressive union until the mine was recognized as being
under the jurisdiction of the U,N.”. Since I began working at iine B
I have been in the Test section most of the time. I do not know anm/thThg
about any fires or damage done to the mine while it was shut down during
the strike, :

Wiy opinion is that the mine went on strike in 1937 due to the
fact the campany wouldn't make an agreement with progressive as tc wages,
I do not know anything about the action, taken by union officials in
connection with the strike,

¥This statement has been r.a. to me by Special Agent @
it is true to the best of my memory. :

( Slgr.edf’

Witnesaes

Special Agents, iBI
) U.S. Dept. of Jusiice®
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RE! JOiN L. IETIS, ET AL

P)’ INT-RVIE: WITE * The following investd.tion was conducted '
? > Special Agcnts SR e A _

f" -t Springfield, Illinois on August 28, I‘-RB- N B
Q; ) At the residence of e R | Sprinz-?
é ficld, Tllinois, Azents inte 0 in in thooTesence of his wile and he

advis:.d he has never beon arrested. Le appeared to be very cooperztive smd
appears to speak the “n;lish langm,,e in a fairly understandabls manner,
Eowever, he cannot read or write the “n_ lish languaze and at times had *
difficult; in understandin; Azents' guestions.

It is felt that he has a fairly good kaowledze of thce events that
took place at the minc, and ft i5 b.licved that he would make a fair witness,

The follovwing is a sicned statement obtained from §

a:n meking thl
who are known to me to be Special Azecnts
nvestigation, United States Department of Justice, and no promiSz.s or threats
‘have been made me to give this stateuent, and it is truc and corrcet..

and camec to the United
ave bee.. working at ¥ine B

¢ and T am & ¢oal diggsar.
in 4t ’th

" "7 was born in
States in Ea.nd became 2 Citized in 4
in bprlngf 3 111, from uto the present

T, [ S FE i an Tommlbiowma TTead oo

J. 111‘51- JUJ.I]BU. LIJL un.x.ut.:u LLIIU.{ WOIARCE O UTILI2 LI Al
I have never held an_ union offices. Prom -wm starte

the ULV there at Mine B secmed to bz alright and I don't recall of any
troubles then. I Jiis¥ don't rccall now how the miners felt then in regard
to relationship botween UKD and the mana_ment of Mine B. Around 1332 or so
John L. Lewis stolc some votes and we miners decided te form a new union and
the irourcssiye Miners of smerica .cil #54 was formed, I joined the PMA
ther in 1932 because all u$ miners decided to join it but I did not have any
activae part in forming it. As I recall it Carl #lshoff got alon_ alright

U T Pl N Y Y P_Am
with the FI'a men and officlals from 1932 until the strike started in 1937,

I recall that cver,thing wont alon; smocthly from 1932 to 1937 and that there
were no iroubles or sirikes at line B. I ncver hcard Elshoff or Falcetil
condenn the FHA men or officials. The PIA union looked to mc to bc alrizht
and tney did a lot of ood for us miners as they hielped us with our work and
~ot us b nefits but now we havc to do a lot of that vork oursclves. The
conditions now at ¥inc B arc a lot vworse now than thoy evor were under rYA.-
From 1932 to 1937 vwe minors ran the local and not a picked few. If we wanted
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RE: JOWi L. LETIS, ET AL Co T e
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b?c__, "97-0 2 :
INTERVIED WITE - something we told the oy offj,ciah and 1
- {contimod) : would be brot up at a mooting .. i~ -~ x‘»‘-’
: and voted upon and no one fcrcador wldﬂ
X hov. to vote.. ; ] ‘ .
"1 used to attend thy FMA mcectings once in awhile and they did ,not -
finc us for not attending. I personmally don't thimk the PEA men had anything
. to do vith thos. bombings but I don't know who did it., I bav. no knowledge
. of the moncy affairs of LA but aluays fclt the FIA officials wcrc doing right
with the noney,

"ihout 4 or 6 months prier to the strike some of the T14A miners
viould po to the homus of the (VA minors and would sive thom a card and ask |
them to join over to the United Minc workers. I rcczll that on sevoral ¢
/(DY SCHADLLVIOUS sneaked into my yard and celled mc out and on ong time "
Tanted mo 5 sign & card which he showed mc and when I sau it was from the §
United Mine workers I told him I would not sign it and that he should getJ
out of m; yard. FHc did not try to explain the card to me at all hut he 4
not fool mz, I also told him that h: ou_ht to quit doiny that otihzrvise
the Fi%4 will catch up with him and throw him out him and he said to we
¥pever mind, I'11 never losc my job there." Andy never talked to me in
mine about this but just in my yard., I never received any literaturc re
(57 before Kine B closed. I don't rccall of any picket lincs at kine B
prior to 1437. I don't know of any parties that wer-. siven by Bishoff or
TS men. : - ' ’

"T donft recall anythin, about the contract running out in March,
1937 as the PMa men and officials :andled that matter and I can't recald
what thcy may have said about it as I didn't attend many meetings,’
-
© "I never knew of any troubles at B mine just b.forc thg strike
gamc. However, just before the stirike happened I remember that ANDY
SCH2LIZVIOUS got up on a bench in the wash room and told us that we all shoul
co and strike and he was talking somcthing about not g.tting enough wazcs,
This was the start of the trouhle. Some of us miners told him to shut his
mouth 25 we winers did not vant to sirikce as we were all satisficd with FiA
end with the wages werc were getting, As far as I know I don't rocall what
thz Poa officials cid In regard to the wagze guestion. T was not et the mect~
in. whoen they expelied the spics and the next mornin- at the mine I vas told
by other miners that some of thc ITA men had been s.x':velled. T rceall that
FRAXK_AUSTIN was onc f them who was .x%¢lled and I can'® remcmbur who the
others werc, 1 heard that morning that these mon all show.d up for vork alth
taey m.re suposed to have buen firci. T romerber that on that morning the
3i&’I'l‘ COITEE and the prosident of Local #54 saw Frank Austin geotting read-
to go dc in into the minc and Austinu had his headlams on ard he had a whip in
his hand as hc was driving mules. I walied over to sustin with the committ .
and thc president and they asked ~ustin vhere he was going and pustin said
that it was none of their busin-ss and he cursed at them and hetd his whip
up as tho he wouid hit them so the, 211 walked avay. T actually saw this ©
1373 .-.f - ) o :
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RE: JOHN L. IETS, BT AL - L oL L

INTRVIES TITC g myself tnd was right tharc, Austin went doom
(eontimed) into thc nine aftervards and pulled out goal
with the mules, The gbesip at Minc B was that

” a board mombor, Led tzlked to Elshoff about firinz thos: exnelled
e that Elshoff complained to that we miners wore not filling

our cars with cozl, and according to gossip thon told Elghoff that the
miners were doing pretty good and that if he would noU fire thos. mon he

would call the mincrs out and close down the minc. . ‘ .

M.e miners ncvar loaded 8. .rt »0ads unti)l that day and some of ue
miners were sorc b causc the manazement left those men return to work amd’
some of the miners, not mysclf, did not fill the cars full and they did thav
just b.caus: they wer: sore, I locded full cars and when I got out of the
rine I did not sce any partially loaded cars at all but just saw full ones.
I did not know that thoere wes soing to bo o strike until I got on to_ when
the othir miners said thut m&u czlled them out and that they were
goin; to strik: bocaus. Elsho 1d not fire thosc men. 1 did not sce
F.ICETTI tali: to any miners on that day. The strikc was camsed Just because
tle mana_ement of Mine B wiould not fire those men and there was no other
reason to strike.

] recall that shortly aitur the strike, I with othir riners, sign
sonc potition in the office of Hinme B, and at that time owr Committec,
srosident and FUICETTI, wore thi¥c too. The P4 officials told us that we
should si:n the way we wantzd to and afterwards I heard that M4 wond, BHo
onz told me how to votc and no one b at me up and we all voted the way we
vanted te,

4T pnever signed an;” petition for Ui, T also think that I si med
somc other petition for P4 zlong the road thore at the mine, I don't re-
call anythin, =bout Uil forzin: a nevw local in the summcr of 1337, but I do
recall that at soms time whilc the gine was closed TOMY _FLOTC™ came to my
home on suvaral times with DOLONTCHTWSQUALE and VITH (BONG" "Ci %Y and they
vaited me to sign a card or paper with W57 but I told them I 7601t not sign
but that if the vhele local went I would go too but not othervisc as I ras
well satisficed with P,

"I remcubor that the nevspapers said something in fall of 1937 that
Mine B would be riopened and all of us wunt back to ths Minc B and intended |
to (0 bick to worz. I don't know if PMA had a pecting or not <3 10 what
action they would teke and I don't roanll of anything unusuzl heopencning
during summer of 1937. That morning I saw FLIOETTI come out and talk to us
mincrs but I did not hear what he said but I heard from others that FLICETTI
said he wantd so meny to do down into the mine but they had-to first go inte
the office and sign up with UMT and then no PMAL mon went dovn at all and we
all went home. Howevoer, I sav about 12 mem, one ol whom was JQUW SIRTOUT,
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RE: JOHN L. LE'IS, ET AL ' .

W

INTeRVIE: 7IT: S  come out of Mine B office and FLICETTI TS
(contimed) T leading them Yo TRC mine and had one of his -

hands in his pockets and w2 ali thought he -
had & gun and hc hollered at us to gut out of the we; and he let those men
into the winc hinself, I actually saw this happen rysclf. I did not 20 to
an; moetin, that day but was told to be back at Mine B the next mornin, and
I was th.rc and vic sterted a sit dowm strike. When I got thore 1 saw this
bunch of 12 or so in the minc office and Sheriff Lou G:lid was thcre and he
told us Fli miners to let thos: men ¢o home and they loft thoe mine and got
inte solz automobiles. There was no trouble there and we miners did not
hurt thosc 12 men 2t all, Evirything was orderly. 4s I rumembir 4t one
of tnc T4 officers told us thot 37 .2 left the nine we covld not roturn so
we steyred there hopin, 40 o back to work. Tic really werc not striking as
wo were willing to 2o to work es TI.. but would not sign up with W77 in
order to .o back to work., 7§74 did not brin- in any strangers at ell on the
strikc and it was just our local nen whoe werz out therc. Ve werc therc for
several nonths and we wierc nrotecetin  the minc property as we did not want
anyone to duma.c it., 7% efficials’ <¢id pot thrcaten us at all an.. wz just
doeided to stay thirz to grotect our jobs. The strike was vory quite and tho
vas no fights or bloodshed. T

s

"] was not a2+ the line B when the Marshall came ovt, and I don't
know rmch at all about this mattor. I don't know Tor sur: if I was out at
inz £ when they tried to roooen 1t ezcin in Dee. 1337,

"I votcd T in the first NIRB eluction and it was by szeret bello
Governnent men wore thorc. No onc told us how to vote at all and wo all
vot.d thc wa, -ic want too and w¢ wiere not beaten up and it wes a good
1 ction. TV officials told us that when we went down to tho irmory to
vote thrt w: should not t ke 2ny ».pors from 'myon: os they s id thot &
zen mi_ht be alon. the strect _iving out pepers. I voted [Mi%becnusc I
liked them ~nd I woes well sotisfied. I foel thot the votc rflectid the
tru. vishos of us FI'A Diners.

"T don't know for surc if I wond out to ¥ine B in Jnn. 1932 vwhen
the: trizd te open it agein,

1 he-rd thaot Elshoff would not sim a controct with FiZ. altho we
all wero Pi% but T don't knov the reasons,

0T roncabor that I went ot 4o 1fine B and 'FLICETTI told us that
211 could not ;o back ¢ntil 211 rooms Were fixed and some roturned but I
wiag toid I woulw be ¢211:d in o con 1l of viceks. I don't rccall just what
they nsked mo out tiere. I don't r:call what was said about wages but we
bclicved they world be the scmz as b for, tho samc union scalz. Everybody
vas glad to ot b ck to wort and T did not go to mectings so don't know any-
thin  ohout the wapges.,
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REr JOUN L. 1EJIS, ET AL

*] saw a lot of nev pen there and they scened -
to be company men as they were allowd to o
811 over the minc and thesc men came from
other stetes and they wers UM men, TQUY PLOTCIH talked to mc scvaer~l times
in {ne uine as to why I didn't sign up with V2T hnd I told him I liked PG,
BII}SIL’IOJ’I, the mule driver, telk.d to me severzl times and askoed when 1
was Eoin to sign u:- with U¥ and he s2id I had bAter sign up b fore it is
too latc for e, and that he would fix me., I had no troublc withk anyone
huving dirt tirown on ny ¢ozl cars but oth.r .iners had troubles like that.
I heard th:t legs and sullur were put on loads of coul by BI) men and once
E-.sh0off called us «nd told us that w. Fa vore doing it <nd we told them we
wera nat doiny it. I don't believe thoat i miners wore doin, wrong things
2t -1l but it was biin, done by WA men tuere i the mino., In the spring of
1940 T last paid duvs to PiL and in swmer of 1,40 joined up with M. I he.
around the idne of oth.r I'a miners g.tting beat up and whipped and I did
not went to get & beating so I decided it wo 1d be best for me to sijn up
witin Uf., TOJY L LOTCL came to o hiome then and T si:ned & card for him. He
did not say anyihins, I ddn't reeall of signing any card for 2V during
surper of 1540. I still liked Pi%. beticr than UL but joined ower so there
542 be no trouble. Inm 1341 I voted in the next NLARB election and I nyself
votod for Fli. even tho I was then witi BIN, Thc eloction was alrizht but at
the mine ther: wer: so mangy awv nen there who vere brot in be T that W
~as anle to win that eleetion. I voted the way I uanted to in that elaction.
Ho onc forced ue how to vote eithur. -

INWCCRVIES WITE
{contimued)

#"The Minc B was in b:d condition vwhon it was r ovcned, It §is not
2ll ojen et and now therc ere only cbout 250 pon working theroe. It is
caved in a lot and some of th- rooms will never be op ned. I donft know
sipthing about a firs there in the ..lac. .

nT can't read tho bn:lish Zan_uage but this 4 page statunment has
been recd to me by .g.ntf in the irisence of ry wifu and it is true
and corrcet and I have s ned it of wyy om free will,"

LITN S5ES: ) -

Sjn. v;a,-- J;gcnt ¥BI,
St. Paul, Iim,

Jt Junt, FBI’
Hilua ke, wis.
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The following is a signed stoterent obtained fron

7 and wlun-
ertified themselw
on. No prorises,

in

NT Plemcnd Lot 3 4t T oa_ 3 (Heo ol & i T Nl e W

4 4OV JULIITQ vl HILLEQ “=lIe OI'KEIrsS Al _ 4 [lave Tever Doel
an officer of auy union. I joined the uion when I vas working around
Springfield.

nabout ‘GEIPT started to work at Mine B as a miner. At that time
Elshoff and Buckiey were the operators of the rine. Later Elshoff tock over
Buckxley 's intercst in the rminéd.

"FruE r to 1932 there was not much labor trouble at the mine,
Gonerally the relations between Elshoff and tho U. ¥. W. were good and with-
out trouble, )

"In 1932 the miners became angry when Lewis agreed to a reduction im-

’ miner's pay from 92¢ per ten to 68¢ per ton. By a referendum vote the
B miners .overruled Levis and voted not to accept the rcduction in pay. About

o 3 weeks later there was another roi.rc.dum, but before the votes eould be

. counted they were stolen, Lewis was president of the U, ¥. W., and the gener

' fecling among the winers was that ..c vas responsible for the loss of the
ballots., HKobody lmows where the ballots went, but the feeling among the
miners was that Lewis took the bhallots mvay., The story was that the coo-
nittee a@point.ed by tha local wnions !:ad seen somwone go away with the bal-
lots., 1 don't know who the persons ere,

g e

M
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Re; JOHN L, LEWIS, ET AL _ ch/
INTERVIE W1T (i nifter Lewis eigned the agreement for a lower

(continued) wage scale, the miners had some meetings among
themselves and decided to establish a new union.
I attended some of these meactings and was in synpathy with their aims, X

was glad to gzt away from the U, ¥, W, We established the Progressive Mine

workers of am:rica at this time,

nifter their organization the P. M. A. secured a closed shop agree=-
ment with Elshoff, ovner of Mine B, From this time until late 1936, Elshoff
secmed to be sctisfied with the P, M. A.. Therc was no trouble between
P il » and BElshoff. Therc werc a fow men who were not satisfied with P, M. A..
and they were constantly agsatating for the return of the rminers to U. M. W.
One that I remcnmbur is Frank ausiin., There was talk among the miners that
Frink austin reecived money fromthe U, M. W. to hel) get the men fron P, Y, i
back to U. M. W, There also was talk that Austin was paying ducs to both
U. ¥. W, and P. ¥, L. -

, ®From 1932 to 1636 I was alvavs satisfied with the leadership in
the P. ¥. A, Thore was no talk thai the officers of the P. M. A, werc run-
ning 3 rocket., The members of P L 4 wWerce satisfied with their officers.
The nembers always were permtted to oxpreos thorselves at the neetings.,

AIn the P. Y. ~, meetings thore was no talk about the bombines whie.
were attributed to P X s members. Moot of the penbers did not know any-
thing about the bombings. To the best of iy knowlege, the men allzged to
bz rcsponsible for the bombings c¢re not dismisscd from the P. ¥. A.

yhile I was in the U, H. W. therc were many extra assessmcats ip- -
posed on us. This was one of the major objections by the rminers to the
U. ¥. W. - having to pay many asscssments, Ihis problern was not prcsent
in the P. M. 4. which imposed no cxtra assessments while I was in the P, M, ~
from 1932 to 1936, Onu of the rcasons we broke away from the U. M. W, was
the many extra assossments that vere imposed by the U. M. W. The only
thing that coald be terned an extra assessnent by the P, M. A+ was an asscss--
ment to tike earc of some nembers of the P ¥ A who were striking at another
ming.

"From 1932 to latc 1936 there were U, M. W. organizers proscent in .
the mine (¥ipe B) but they did not set up a picket line or distribute
propaganda or literaturc. Frank Austin was one of thesc organizers, In
this period I heard storios that Flshoff and Falcetti -were going out on
pﬁrties wit»h U. Ho w‘ mnen.
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Reg JOWN L. LE«IS, ET AL

INTERVIEN WITH §
(eontinucd)

*To the best of my recollection & strik;. occury’
at Mine B in the spring of 1937. I heard
that the"Yreason for the strike was that the

mincrs were putting short weights in the e¢ars, 'This strike was settled and a

fev days later thare was a second strike. I don't know the causcs of this 4

strike., I heard that the U. M. W. men went to work in the mine, and that

P. ®. a, man refused to go to work with the U. ¥. W.

it this time T heard thot Elshoff wanted the U, M. W, ren in his
mine, ‘I heard that Elshoff told pcople that he wanted the U. M. W. in his
mine, and that he gave the mine mules to U. ¥. W. men 86 that they comld
usc the miles at their homes. This practice was permitted while no work ,
was being dope at Minc B -~ while the mine was clos:q down, I heard that
Frank austin was given 2 mules. I also heard that Elshoff and Falcetti had
s2id that U & # men could usc the mine mulce until the mine opened up apain.
None of t.e Pu M. a. mn were given ~ny midces from the mine.

.-;bout. the sumnmer of 1939 Tony Plotch came to me a
: s and told several of us includin
; Rl ¢ - scveral others vhose names I dontt remer :
£y mhe U. i W, at that time, and that 1f T Mdn't Join the U M
the National Labor Relations Board would muks me Join the U. K. W, later, if
I vanted a nob at iine B.

: "I know that Charles Bohappon was a U, M. w. orgirizer because
I heard that he told s.veral of The miners that they should Join the
U. ¥. ¥. if they wanted to work, and also that he had beat up sever:l of '!

the rminers bicausc they did not want to join the U, L. W, . Some of the
men he beat up were known to m3 as gm B

.. ‘qggm

"In addition to Austin, Plotch and Bohannon, I heard that the
following men also were U, M. W. orgmnizers: John (Cotton) anenias, John
Sirtout, George Jacaway, Evory Jacavay and James Hale:™ Non& of tNtSe mom»=
cver contacted mE personally. ot e -

¥B.causc I nzd boen ill, I knew nothing of the wage dispute . .
of april 1937, and nothing of the recting of P. ¥. 4. nen in Hay 1937. is .
I recall, shortly after the P il . men at Mine B werc out on strike, I signed

v a px.tléic)n 1;9;' P. . Ae The mun who brought the petition to me was known to
me As B 74 (ph), Be acked me if I was satisfied with the P. ¥, ..,
i and when 1 iBlu 1 that I was satisficd, hc asked mc to sign the petition.
§ No threats were made to me for my signaturs. He came to ny house for xy

signature, I don' know if any mon signed the P M 4 petition at a P N a
mecting. A, , :

v
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Re: JOWN L, LE.IS, ET aL

INTERVIEs WITE S
(ccntinued) R u—

*Several time 1:: the sumrer of 1937 sune men
froo U X W came to me to get me to sign a

petition for U. M, W, but I nover did, 1.
don't know the names of the U. M. W. mcn who brought these petitions.

.t the tine he new U, M. W. local was,org{ i
1937, I was not askad to o‘.Ln the U. M., #. g4

f. W, men dunnp this EU'DOTy -

*I don't reeall that I rcecived any notics of
ovners of m:ul\to on up in the swnrecr of 1937.
I didn't take & great interest in luour activities b
stite arsemal in December 1937 to vot. 1. an election called by the
Natiomal Labor Relations Board. I went of my own froe will. Ko one took
e to the voting place. The election was sdvertised in the paper. At this .
¢lection I voted for the P. M. &, bocause I vanted to belong to that union.

It -was the best union as far es T an concerned, and I did not want to
have anything t. do with U. ¥ W.

a:;; ve by the

*The election was mm by the N, L. R, B,
carnced the eleetion was fair and sqQuare,
anything 1t the elcction,

i far as I am con-
Nobody told me how or when to do

b, -
"Begause I had quit ny Job =5 a 1dtr before the sirike start.d
in May 1937, I did not rceceive any notice from the mine that I could re~
turn to the mine for 2 job., I don't know if the rine sont out notices to
the riners that thcey co dd roturn to vwork,

F

®T pceall that I voted in the election of 1941 in Februarr. The
* L R B =3id that I could vote bccaume I was an honorary menber of P, M,
The minc compony contended that my vote was not valid beenuse I was not

erployed at the mine at the time of the eluction. I voted but ry vote
was thrown out, . '

M

)

"I have had this stateent consisting of this and six other pages -

rcad to me, and I statc that it is true to the best of oy knowlc,dbt.. and
rceollection.™

/s/

]

R Spccial i ent, F. B. I. Springﬁcld, ni,
poc:.al ‘gunt - F. B. I., Springfield, Ill L

i . EIPES.
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{‘ nILLIAJ*KEKLnR . Springfield, 11linois, ° .
54, frogressive .nerkers. of Amerjca, adﬂsed!
) Illincis, weS one or the miners at Hine "B" who
s TMi, and that he had
Sw: e an associate of
K5 spies who were

 for thelr cornections

Py A wilwaa

;"a* [

'I

c .
persorally solicited him to do so. He stated

CrARLES BOHANNON, DOKINIC PLSWUALE, end other alleged

TS T W P N e
WOTKLILE iDh piDi& b3} yu;u ur WuiCh were %H?&413d fro

With m“.

B

truth about the situc ion n the Mine PB".

In a written statement executed b N on August 26,
1943, he admitied he never favored PNw even though he wes a member end tried

w
. 4ha miro a be: 1o
to persuades the miners to Juiﬂ W&, and thet he himself in Novomber, 1938,

joined the Tw and paid duss to them, mssing out their membership cerds at
xuine "EY to solicit membership.

tated he was a member of the UMA end on the Grisvance
169, He thougnt JOHN L. LEGIS was a fine men and

Committee o
cepable lemder.

This man would not be a favorsble witness.

The following sipgned statoment was obteined from

x

‘AA".w‘.‘ Ill .
Jugust 26, 1943,

make the following voluntary statement ©
whom I lmow as Spociel agents of tho Fadsrel

¥ wes Lorn ; o L I1l. =nd presently live at
ool 111. I em cmployed et Mine ®B¥., I em presently a momber of the

nited Mine workers of america, end & member of the grievenunce committee
of United Hine workers Local ;f7469.

111, & went to work et the } Coal Co. mine in

I first %oined United Mins Gorkers hercinefter refuorred to as UMy

i

~ 102 « ,
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i Re: JOHN L. LEw]8, ET AL

Top ®E -

INTERVIE: ¢ITE

m I steyed e member of GMF until 9-6-32. At
e I joined the Progressive Mine Wworkers of .
hmerice hersincfter refsrred to es Af, whaon the whole
of Yine "B¥ went ™0, 1 paid duss until May 1537 to

Voo itih sl Sl i

"sbout Kov. 1939, after the long shut down, I petitioned W= to
bscome & monmber. The Uk accepted me & 1 paid dues to UM from thon on to
the prescnt time. ' o

PUNY ey I

P1 fecl thot John L. Lewis is a good loeder for By, I did not _
like the leedsrs of fAl. &5 they were mostly foreigners, they wanted to settle
ell metters their own woy, & would mot let me express myself et the meetings.

. " hen I was working at Mine "B" I worked as e momber of 7w as I
hed to be PMw to work there when %hf)?‘iﬁd the contraet, but I aliays wanted
to work under UMw & I talked to the mun to get them to join Wi as it was =
letter union and conditions would be more satisfuctory. I telked to the men
-this way prior to Nov. 1539, but efter I wes & momber of UMu I passed out UAiw
cerds st the Mine YB™ to get the mings to Join UMw. I did not force anyone
to sign up with Ma.

M4 fer as T know ELSHCFF, operetor of Mine "B™ took no sides in
the mine dispute & was entirely neutral. I heve no information whdatsoever
corncerning unfair tmtics uscd by UMe or the opsrators in the mining dispute,

»
.. " . ﬁ‘
- Titnosse
: Sp. hgt., FBI.
4 Spacial lLgent, FBI. .
b M
§A,-‘. i
L X .
! o |
t - 108 - R .
;. U0 & . o
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ugust 25, 1943
1 e a goo

This - person a')parent ¥

f witness. He is of average 1ligence and is definitc in his remarks,
r He is wil ing to testify on behalf of the government. The following sizned
stateument was taken fror him:
m. '
August 25, 1943

vy, T 2 pake the following voluntary
statemont to §g* : whom I know to be Special
Agents of the

711, T am an American
I anm presently em-

Ny first membership 1n union mines was dir :
Jomed the Unitec Mine Workers of America refered to hereinatter as the
U. ¥. W. I joined at Springfield, I1. and went tc work in Vine "B" near

Springfield. T rengined 2 memb.r of UM until suyuo 1932 "'Ulk.l.lls at Mins
"ET, At this time about Sept. 6, 1932 I joined the Progressive Mine
Wicrkers of Armerica hereinafter referrcd to as P, M. W, This vwas local
#5¢ and I remain a membor of P M. W, until about March 14, 1941 when

Elshaff signed a closcd shop contract with U. K. W,

L

¥The rclations b.tweon U ¥ W and Elshaff at Mine *B" prior to
Szpt, 1932 were satisfactory and they vorked on a contract.. There were
no strlkes, lockout or slowrdowms. The only difficulty was merely set-

)
ividual miners difficulties. .

"As to the formation of P LW local at Hine ®#B". I feel that all:
the miners wanted to join the P K W to ;et avay from John L. Lewis becaus
he fawered the decrcase in the wage scale in 1932, he claimed the hallots
werc stoli an, and would mot pormit the miners to have a revol} and signed

'H‘_' . a contract with the opcrators association. The only part I took was to
- attend pectings at the formation & voted for P M W,

"Relative to relations betwecn Elshaff & logal '5!. P_ Y. W. be-

tween Sent. 1632 and April, 1937. T vonld state the ra.lations were satis-
factery up to about Jan, 1337, " However, from Jan. 1937 to about April,
1937 therc was petty dissatisfaction as somoc minere wanted to join the

U V. Therc were no strikes, the management did not try to discredit,
the P, H. W, or persuade them to join U X W, , -

ek
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Re: Jod? L. LE.IS, ET AL R
S0 47 3
. PRelative to relations betwnﬂn P EW officiats
& P MW membcrship I heard isolated expressions
that P ¥ U was racket~run, but I do not recall
who made the staterments., There was no compulsion
by P B W to keep menbers in line. T only attended about 1/3 of P M &% mect-

ings as they met in Sprinzficsld, Ni. I ran for o b1
local 54 in the Fall of 1936 but lost., '

"It is my osinion the rank & file of P H E{Athou;;ht the P UV
monbers who vwere defeirdants in the bombing cases wore franed and were not
responsible for thc bombings.

8The peahers of P K + did not fcel they were token advantage of
finineial wav as all assessncents werc put to 2 wote, For the first

in a X
o wm P Y- ey Sy .y £ .. e A Aand Aoy tho Fipad wrne dha
:GLU. UUU ASSCBSh] Aba wWCI'C .L)ﬁ' ru.ua -HL L.U'JB and al vl Wil Jliiou UCAL \-Ll.u
ducs to P I were a little hicher than those paid to U M,

"As to rolations botvesn loeal 54 & U LW from Sct. 1832 %o
April, 1937 thery was bickering over menborship and = group of about
t.::g,lvu P 1i U membors wiich included Doninic Pasquale formed a local of

U 1. at Hinc "B" & then told Rlshafl 8 FeeSniEd them as they had a -
mjority. This was beforc the shut dowvn about iy, 1937. - -
RThe U i W did not sct up a pir_:ket line, distribate literaturc, ‘ I

ke lis B
but they did have organizers in tnc wminc afo rencntioned
as follows:

Joe Albancse . Join Ananials
Andrew Schr.levious John Sirtout

~ Dominic Pasquale ‘ George Jacaway
Petc Carter Emory” Jicaidy
Fronk Austin Charles Bohannan
Tory Plpteh Jamis atg

&1l of the bLove rentioncd oreenizers of U ¥ W had contacted mc to Join
U X saying the U i W would r:.ve stricler regulations which would make
bettor working conditions.

"Concerning the waze scale controversy in the Spring of 1937 the
riners felt to 1y knowledge tnw nare”r ~ot a report from Blshall what the
temporary agreenent was, & that as soon as a contract was signed there
would bo 3 retroactive clause in it. I don't recall vhet the agreeremt
was. AS to the wages I felt, & boliewve the others folt, that the P U W
would give thc same as U ¥ W would offer, but as P I W was smaller they
would let U ¥ W state what their conir.ct was & the P A W would adopt
the sane torms, , ,

®
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Res JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL b -
ST by,
®*T do not recall any slow-downs ori stoppages
at this time, but the 12 above rmentioned UL W
I:;_J.ne "3 tried to convert P. members into
W membership. |
"] felt that the actions of the above namad twelve nﬁ.ners con-

sisted of atterpting to recruit members of P ki W however 1 do' not know any
trreats or promiscss werc made b these twelve men. .

"I understand thoe operators of Mine B clained they hhd no exlsting
contract with P M W with retroactive pay. I undérstand that new contracts
were crcrented to the operators by P ¥ W officials, but the operator refused
to sign. P K W officials claimed that they were "stalled-off" by operators
of Mine *#B7", I did not attond the P K W meeting held on the m.‘rht of May 11,
1937. I was told b ¥ ¥ W miners that this was an cmergency r:teetln,_.,. 1
was invited to thie meetiny & I believe the other P ¥ W minens were irvited.
I knew by word of mouth & I bcleve the other P N 4 winers kngw in the same
panner about the attumpted dischar~e ~u.. the ectual ax,mls:.oﬂ from PM ¥
of the 12 men named above.

"I believe all of the P I W members wanted the expmlsn.on and dis-
ciarge of these men and as a metter of fact I recall that the feeling for
this movement ran high in the mine on May 12, 1937. Durin; a5 time I
was working below the surface "pullinz coal® and I know that 'coal dars
were coming up short, which I understood from conversation hao with piners
was duc to the fact that the above 12 men verc still being permitted to
work, and not becausc of any wage problems,

. ",11 doy on Yay 12, 14637 T noticed a growing indication of a
strike threat. I bclieve the miners struck because the abowe mentioned)
12 men were still employed & not beocausce of w=ge iroubles. \

PT siomed the potition of Moy 26, 1937, In rugard te signing
this pctition I was contacted at the headquarters of P MW at 6th &
Washington Streots, Springficld, Il1l, by a member of P X W who ask if I
would be wiliing to sign it.

3 ®T knov of no U ¥\ potition which was made up in tbe sunmer of
P 1937. I know of no other petitd n pressnted in the summer of 1937 which
referred to the miners returning to work regardless of the union under
vhich they vould work, I hawe never been threoatensd in connr:ction vith
wnion or rmine matiers. : ‘

"
B

-

"On Sept. 27, 1937 I went to Mme ng" to work, arnwing thers at
£:30 A. K., hovever I noticed_a SR H :
formed &, 1 vas told L
and Glewstuf folbed® not
the plcket. I was not t.hr;,at cned by ©

] S

T ST

3 go ORI nc W
1 W officials or ropresentatives,
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®I do not beliewe that the PU U minérs well

considered the Federal Injunction of 12-9-37,:
I knew that Kinc "3" was to be rcopened on

12-9-37 froun notice in the nevspapers., I did
not attempt to go to work on this day. -

-

fNo threats or promises were made to me and T hawve no reason to
ieve that such threats or promisecs were :Aade to anyonc who signed a
lot as being & P ¥ W in the election of 12-15-37 held by N L R B,

"Duriny the period from 1-24-38 and 11-6-39 mombers of both unions
cannd to ry house., The U iV minas tried Yo persuade me to change to TU W
but no throeats or prordses were made,

® hen iine *3" reopened on 11-6-39 I noticed that a fewr, possibly
1J or 12 miners, said that they bad changid over from the P KW to U K,
but I can not rceall their names., I was not satisfied with the wage scale

when 1Mne "B" rzoencd as I felt that it vas about the same vage scale. I

had been working under, The feeling of the miners at this time was to
roturn to vwork disregarding wage scale problens,

*nIt was geoerally kmown anongst the miners with whom I talked
aftzr mine "B" opencd on 11-6-39 that there worc some cases of wviolence,
I understand from such conversation that P ' W and U X °1 miners were
hurt. From iy personal obscrvations I ran not say this was correct. The
rinurs claimed te me that this violence was duc to members of UL W

~atterpting to throaten members of P M W to drop that union and join U X V.

#In the swuner of 1940 I sined a carc to join the U M 7 because
I fclt that large nurbers of P ¥ U niners had left local 54 and joined
U L W & that it appcarcd U X i would bc the controling union at Mine #BW,
I was tried of unemployment and for this reason changed over,

"In the N L R B clection hold 2-21-1941 at Springfield, Ill. I
dcsignated myself as a member of U YW, I was at that tinme paying ducs to~
Ui,

#T have read arm initialed this statenent consisting ol eight and
onie half pagec and it is truc and correct to the b:st of my knowledge.®

mritnessg
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EC 3ppea!‘od to be willu

to cooperate o thc Tac 110087in the signed statement
sct forth below, It vod that he would make & good witness,

The folloving is a signced statument obtainoed frox

*Springfisld, Illinois
August 26, 1543

lII

of any kind have boen made o me and I have besn advised this statoment could
be us2d in court.

"1 was torr

-

®] joined B miners unicn the first time abo:
Springfield, Illinois and went to work at iinc ®RB" as s membd
Frogrossive i'ine Vorkors of Americe which %111 bo referrod to horeinaf‘ter
as PMJ. Tho United Nine Workcrs of America will be referred to hcreinafter
as M5, Tho P s the only mine union I have ver been a member of

was a mcmber of FAY from approximately - to BN a1l
of which timc I vorkod at lins "B™ near Spr ngfiéfﬁ 11,71 e1d any
of{icc in thc uniorn at any timo, _ 1

- ™At the time T worked at Mino B, the Opoerative of this mine, Hr,
Flshoff, appoared to show fuvoritism to those mincrs who were in sympathy
toard the UMD, At this time, I bclicve thore wore about 100 men working
at 'ine B vho had PS¢ cards, but who sierc still sympathctio toward the UNH.
In this connoction, it hnd alwaye beon my opinion that Elshoff wanted the
UMy in his mine., The PM7 mcn did not eppcar to get along as well vith him
as somo of the UM/ sympathisers. I cun produce no c¢vidence that this was
trug, but it socmed to bec the opinion of moat of the other minors at this

. S : :
"I rcenll that in 1935 RBlshoff rofused to take out PMW dues fron_ ;
the minert's wages. Therc cppeared to be no reason to belleve that PAY miners
folt thi% thay wers boing cheated by their officials, I am satisffed that
duos taksn from me wore properly used, <nd that thore was no kickback to
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Re: JOEN L. LEWIS, ET AL

-—

s

INTERVIEV. “1TH officials of the PAMW. I felt, snd I belleve it
e . PR was generally felt at this mine that the miners
convicted in the bombing trials were framod, and
. thet they were no more guilty thon members of the
., and their sympathizers. : ) - ;

"] have never been threatened by anyone, and 1 have no knowledge that
anyone else was threatened in any way while I worked at iline B. 1 was i
satisfiod while T worked under the FMF, 2-d I certainly d3d™Hot want to work
as 6 member of the UMI. I vould not want to vork under John L. Lewis, for :
I feel that John L. Lewis personally got & large portion of cach miner'ts dues., °
This is my own opinion, and I was not persuaded to bellieve this by any momber
or members of the PMA,

"I havo rcad and fully understand the one and ome-gquarter pages of
this statement and it contains the truth to the best of my knowledge.

" itnessod:

{signed)

(signed) . -
.B.I."
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Ro: JOHN L. IETIS, ET AL

V.2 gl

Sprirgfiold Illi:nois » Agents intervie‘wpd
v1scd that many years ago he was arrested one
‘wrﬁg'drunx but never was charged with fny criminal offense.

It was noted that is rather 1ntelligexrt., has been active
in union affairs for many ye especially grior to 1932 when he was
very active in NIF affoirs and it is folt that if any information or
background data is nceded on the affairs leading up to tho split in
1932 that he can furnish such information. It was noted that
was definitely in favor of UMT but it is believed he gave a fa
horicst statcnent of the cvents as he rcealled them,

-gave agents & signed stetoment which is as follows:

Spr ng’fieii , I!linois ,

August 31 , 1943.

Ly s pm ng.f ield Illinots,-
- : amd
edaral

WA Wea 4 emtrs

TV stigation, United States Departnent of Justice., WNo
threc.ts or promises have been made to me to give this statement.

who are known to me to be er-i:a iy

o iad

i G o i Illinois and
an a citizen of Uni ' e ot worked Since -

ﬁ-ﬁ‘xen I quit at line B where I was a coal digger. .irou

st joined the Natfonal Progressives in Illinois. In @8 was
board nember of United Hine Horkers District No, 12 and I resigned
after T was on there for 8 nonths, Before then I had been sub-district
board rmember of district #5. I worked at Mine B in Springficid, I11l.,
for about . or .ycars in all,

nBefore 1932 relations between VIS and the managenent of Eine
B were alright as far as T know. 1In 1932 T was on the Scale Cormittee
of NF from District No. 12 and T attended various noetings in regard

to the wago agrcenent, I had heard that JOHN L. IEWIS went on into Ohio

soe 300 men but laft the Illinois 73,000 nen go.
Mr I1linoi: .&from

Illinois;

T oe vore on the scalc Cormittoe IR 192 i 1 QT that comittes

that year after being on it for! ycars. ifter this trouble
started vith LEVIS.I did not mant any change made but felt thet UMT

should clcan house?x/F;mRIMTON, 1E.18 nIv!I}\“hLKER seened to have -

A.‘_- -
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personal grudges against one another and could not get.
along. F-RRINGTON is now deceased. I felt that UMY
should be clcaned up and thot the niners should not
bring in ancther union. I finally joined the FProgres—
sives at I'ine B as all the others did. Some P!l Commxittce tole me that
if I didn't sign over to PM. I would have to quit. That night about 7
or B8 of us signed over. T.e vere told to sign over which I did, I
wos given the UM: ritual tho instead of the PMa 80 in onc way really
never was with FMa. I never took any active part in forning the PM4 at
all as I was sctisficd with the old 115, was Just about forced to
join over to Ph., or elsc I had to quit so I giened over, but I nevar
w5 beat up or amything like that,

n.s far as I know Fil. officiL.*s got alonz alright with the
nenagenent of Mine B. Ilowever, I recail tha<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>