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RE: JOHN L. LEWIS, ETAL :

INTERVIEW WITH

wa.s oooperative bu
denied ev ne ecause of his on af-~

£i1iati ons.*ﬁa no known oriminal reccrd. He Iurnished the
following signed statement.
ep er 16, 1943

o, T11., do
voluntarily make the Iollowling statement to Specia ants
andm of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. No

or promi 1ty X2nd have besn made to oause me to make this statement and
I know that the same can be presented in a court of law,

"I was born in enmigrating to Amerioa
in I was naturalized in am presently employed at Panther
Creek #5 and belong to PMA. I have been & Progressive since in started in
1932, -

"I hav, orked at either Mine A or Mine B. However,
in the summer of 1940 who wag working at Mine B told me that
Mine B was going to hire soms men, and I was looking for work so I went out
and talked to OSCAR FALCETTI. Mr. FALCETTI told me that he didn't need
any men. He didn't asked me what union I belonged to or where I had worked
before. There was other men there that morning and he turned them all down
for the sams reason.

"1 have read the above statement and it is true and oorrect.
/+/

Witnessed: -

Special Agonts, FBI, Springfield, I1l."
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RE: JOHN L, LB{IS, ET AL

by Special Agents P
R - cror<tiv b
woulc moke & pooc witness innsmuch as he didn't start at Mine B until Jan~

uai\.r 22, 1940, end has very little knowledge of pertinent facte.
hag no known criminal record. He furnished the following signe ote~

ment : . .

"Springfield, Ill.
September 18, 1943

ny m Springfield, I1l. do
v crily moke the following stutement to al Agents—
“ and ﬁ No tireets or promises have been mode
to couse me to mn O . and I know that these fnocts can be pre-

[o] LT wiid el b rlatlLl
sented in court.

coming to Americn in I

wes naturalized in Springfield, Ill.in I began working in the mines
in joining Ufi4 ot thet time. I begen working at Mine B Jan.
22, 1940, end em presently esployod there as a digger. I hnve never held an
office in either union.

"I wug born in

rogressive re I went to Mine B, having joined PMA
et Panther Creok #i. Stn Catelonia (Joe Albaneso) signed me up UMiA in the
vesh house just B couple of doys after I sterted to work. I wns never
throatencd or bont up but I hecrd nbout some of the men gettirg beat up.

I didn't know ony of the men who were beaten up or why they were besaten.

I joined UM because tho men told me that they were in the mojority and 1

didn't taink I could get n job if I was Pla.

"] voted in the NLRB election in 1941 which the UMilA won. This
scemed to be 2 fair & squbrs election.

";t present I think both unions are about the seme and I don't
favor either one.

"I have had the sbove statement rend to me by Agent—
The same is true & correot.
/+/ R

B Miitnessod:

I

Spociel Agents, F. B. I.
Srringfield, I111." ,
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RE: JOEN L. LEMIS, ETAL

‘. 2/ ‘
; JTERVIE ;| VITH m Springfiold, Illinois, wn
) &_ orviowod ot his homo 00inl Agonts#
h\ms cOOPOraTiye bo-
owiaedgo o situo

end
o Mino- on starting thoro

cuso of his laok of
it is not bolioved that ould meko o good witnoss.
hos no known oriminel record. BHe nishod tho following sign

stotomont.
Springficld, Ill.

]
Soptonber 18, 1943
8prinzfiold, Ill., do
onent to Spocial AgontF
Nc throats or proniscs of any kind havo.
boon nndo to otuse me tc meko this statomont,

"I wos born inmd camo to Amorios in
potaroiizod in Sprinsficlq, Iil,.-i I bogon o work in
* joining UML ot that timo. I havo nover held on
office in oany unicn. on prosontly omployoed nt Mino B «s o digger,

storting on m Boforo starting st Mino B I workod ot
“ olong ts About two or throo months beforo I s

G no B 1 triod tc pgot employmont thero but wns rofused. OSCLR FALLCETTI
oskod me whore I worked and T teold hin whioch ho know wons PM..
He told mo that ho was fillod up. I nevor saw Mr. FLAICETTI hire anyono
olso whils 1 was thoro and ho nover montioned UMY, to mo, '

I wos

tho minss in

"I hnve had tho above stontomont rood to nmo by Agont

_ It is truo & oorroct,
// R

Witnossod:

Specinl agonts, FBI
Springficld, Iil.F




RE: JOEN L. LEWIS, ETAL

INTERVIE ! VITH Sprinsfiold, Illinois, was intor-

S —v giod ot his hono ol hiponts m
advise O WL8 ro-

fusod work ot Mine D whilo t minc wos working undor an "opon shop® ngroo-

ront. Howovur, it 18 not bolievod t}nt*wuld moko & good wit-

noss incsimuch s ho wasn't spooifioally refusod bootuso of his wnion

offilinticrns and wos not asked +o join UMU. as o condition to got a Job,

hos no known oriminnl record. Ho furnishod tho following signod

statonont,

n Bpringfiold, Ill.
BSoptombor 18, 1943

1, Y . - =135 DL 2o
voluntarily roke tho fcllowing statomont to Spocicl rsgmtm

and No thronts or promisos of ony kin Yo
to otusoc mo tc moko this statemont.

"I vas born in and como to Amorioen
in - I wos paturclizoed in Sprinpgfioeld, I bogan working in
tho mincs in Jmorioa in- Jeining UMIL ot tho o. I novoer hold an
officse in any union.

"] nover worked ot Mine B but I did ask for o Job thoro
onco whilo thoy woro working “opon shop® aftor tho striko. Mr. FAICETTI
askod oo whore I hnd werkod, and if I wos wos Progrossivo. He also askod
mo if I had any Progrossive friondc at Mino B end I told him yos. Ho
wouldn’t =ive mo o job, but I undorstood thut ho was hiring plonty of mon
ot that timo, somo oliost overy doy.

"I storted working atqnd nover triod to got
& job ot Mine B agein. A4t prosont I'm e digjor ot Punthor Crook #4.

“Some of tho mon who workod at Mino D told mo that if I
would 7o to sco o UM organizor thot I could got & Job, but I didn't wont

jein UHTL ot that tino bogouso I hopad to go book to my Job ot
‘l}mn it oponed up, and _ms Progrossivo,
who was at Mino B, and used to work with mo at

H nskod mo to go Yo Mine B and ask for work. Ho told mo to go %o
no ocouso thoy wore hiring mon, )
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RE: JOHN L. LEWIS, ETiL

NTERVIE{ WITH "I hovo had tho abovo 13 pagos of statomonts mado by mo road
to mo by Ag;on— Tho .samo 18 true & oorroote
(CONTINUED

7o/ M

Witnossods

pDO "gan F}
Springficld, Ill."
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FE; JOR! L. LERIS, ET AL.

INTERVIER WITH

seont s IR ¢ s ro-
fused employment at Eine B during a number of

occasions, and went so far as to fils a claim with NLRE becauss he failed

to secure employment. For this reason it is felt that he would make a
good witness on the ¥refused employment gt Mine B after November 6, 1939
A% question". (IR rec no known criminel record. He furnished
the following signed statements

®Springfield, Ill.
8eptember 20, 1943.

...I' y — - = - - - - @000 " ™ VOletﬂ.rl.ly
make the followw
_ No threats or promiser were made to cause me To e
this statement and I know that the facts can be presented in oourt. -

¥During the fall of 1940 I apvlied for a job driving mules at
Mine B, on 15 or 20 occassions, talking to Oscar Falcetti on each occassion.
The first time I was there he took me in the office and he asked me where
I worked last. I told him Panther Creek §4 (which was PMA)}, He told me
"nothing doing" and asked me to come back again. When I returned on a
number of occassions he would just shake his head.

"I had 8 friend by the name of_ who got a job as
oss at Mine B, and I tried to get him %o help me but I still dide't get

[ -
T OF
o]
oo
[ ]

"] saw others there on the deys that I msked for work, but
never heard him, Oscar Falcetti, refuse oy hire anyone else. However, I
¥now that he did hire some miners from Panther Creek #4 who changed over
to UMWA. Some of them talked to me when I was out there looking for a
jObo

"Mr, Falcetti never asked me to change my affiiietions or
promised me a job if I would do so.

"ifter I was refused about X times the FMA Loecal Officianls
] 1l

advised ms to file = claim with N.L.R.B. which I did through tha FMA
Atty.

] have had the sbove statemepts consisting of 1} pages read
to me by Agent The same are true and correct.

/+/
h Specia)l Agents, F.B.l., Bpringfield, Illinois, .
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" RE: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL

The following individuals were listed by the P} union as having
been refused employment at Mine B after November 6, 1939, They were
interviewed by Special Agents '

From the repliss of these individuals which are listed hereinafter it
appears the P¥A nnion possibly submitted a 1ist of their unemployed to the

Mine B office to secure employment for their unemployed without the knowledge

of the individual miner. ©Pome of the miners did make iﬂquirias at the Mine
for work, but did not leave their names to be called. 4he individual responscs
on this matter are as followss :

-2, adricod be
never work at mine B, did not make applica inquiry at the mine

for work, and did not request the PMi to do so.

Illinois, advised one

ho worked at mine & pu s application in for him at Mine B,

but that he never went there in person, and nevar was reguested to report for
nork,

s T1linois, advised
he made an application for work at the Mine © office in November, 1939,
but was advised they were "filled up". HKe stated he did not see anyone else

. being hired, that he was never called later as he did not leave his name

ard never went back,

Illinois. This individeal
is presently in Chicago, Illinois looking Xor work. He left recently
and has not advised what his Chicago address is to date,

Y :::::::, siviss:
he made application for work at the PMi Union Halllenly and not at Mine B,

He stzted he never was called for work,

.. !
[ELP g

T
e

Tllinois, advised |

in 1939 he made application for work at Mine B. through the PMA Pit J_lf.' ::

¢ommittee in the Wash House. That he never made appiication at the Compaxy .
office, Be stated no one was being hired that day and he did not go back, =~

Nlinocis, advised he never
made an application or inquiry for work at Mine B, and never requested the
P¥A union to do so for him, - ' o
Illinoig, advised he made
inquiry for work at Mine B campury office after it opened in November, 1939
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RE: JOHN L. LEVWIS, ET AL.

The following miners were int d at their homes by Special
Agents # and on September 20, 1943,
and &ll ¢ em interrogated along the lines of "Refused employment Mine

B after Kovember 6, 1939 PLR".

|

The first four advised that they had never worked at Mine B
end hed never asked for & job at Mine B at all. The next three never
worked st Mine B, but had asked for a job, but in all instances ihe datls
cf the asking was before the strike in May of 1837. The remaining two
individuals had never worked at Mine B either, but had sought employment

durirg the years 1941 and 1942 after kr, Elshoff had purchased Mine A.

!pringfiei!, l!!!noia.

pringfield, Illinocis

LA

Springfield, Illinois.

I1linois.

Iilinois.

. e TETV T
* k% ) A s \_-E'-“ :“:. 1.‘*:‘-’!’?
. T e S
- ; M R . RN ;
- 4 + 1]
N

Investigation failed to locate
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RE: JOHN L. LE#IS, ETAL.

INTiHVI‘E'.'{ W ITH (signed) DN

Special Agents, F.B.I.
U. S. Dept. 1f Justice."
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Re: JOBN L. LE.IS, ET4L

NTERVIEW 1/

(continued)

Wi

peclal Agents, F,B.I,,

-
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Res JOHN L, LB'IS, ET AL,

INJERI1EL T ¥ rvieved by Spacial Agents
ﬂ an t Springfield, T1linois on
_— =seprerver 10, 1943, at which time he appeared to be very
sincere and coopcrative, although his information relative to instant case
is rather limited, Hc would makc a good 1itness to testify as to the facts
sct forth in the folloving signed statemant,

"springficld, I1linois
Scptember 13, 1943

n = folloring voluntary statement to

I O S 0iNg thon Lo b Special Agents
in thc Federal Burcau of InveStigation., No threats or promises have
been made to me to induce me to make a statomont.

n] was born in
side et
znd havc vorke

* thcre,

nT irst joined U,N.T.. in’whcn I camc to tho United States
and I . now a U.S. citizen. I have never held any office in any union
and in 1932 I joincd Progressive vhen it was formed, I had nothing to
do 1vith the formation of P.M.i. but I vwas favorably inclined torard

P.l.A.

at fine A sinco January, 1941, I am still employed

"fine /L had its scasonal shut dovm in the spring of 1941 and some-
tine that surmer I learnced that E£lshoff had bought Mine 4., I think I
got a letter from Ryan telling of this and I also think I saw it in the
peper.

"hen I lcarned thst Elshoff had bought Mine A T felt that I vould

have to sign up vith UL, if T wanted to vork at Mine A, I folt this

£
vay because I know that Mine B vas United and felt that Elshoff would
not have P.l.L. in 4dne L.

“The only mecting I attended at that time ves 2t the Edk's Club,
I raicnmber that o nmotion camc up as to vhether ve twould join U,
and -~ standing vote vzs token, Every non thors, as far as T know, voted
to join U,lL7 ., a5 in charge of this mecting and lod the
discussion, /[ftcri'’c volc ro UMY, sonc of the nen vent ~nd got
Edmmdson, He talked to us for a short time and he had brought U M.

o}
o short time ar d brought U.M.
cards vith han vhich vie signed

. He told us that the nine would open up,
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Re: JOIY L. TM°IS, ®T AL,

I an =till at line A and I believe conditions are
the sane nov as they vere under P.H.A. I did not
hear anyone at the ncoting at the Elk's Club tell
as that ve had to Jjoin UM . if we wanted to work
at lHnc & but T gues.., that nost of the fellows felt that that was so,

"The above statenent hias beon read to nc by —

and I declare it to bc truc end corroct.

W itnessceds

* q
Speci WLNLS, F.BuT., .

U|S| mptc of mtice.“
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: JOWN L. LEWIS, ET AL.

INT

as intervijewed by Special Agenis
and # at Springfield,
Iilinois on September 14, . He was friendly and

cooperative and could be used as a government witness to testify to those
matters set out in his statement which follows,

"Boringfield, Illinois
' September 14, 1943,
o1 D — ). tha £5110w4 Timtary stotomant

il S TAKES it LLOWINE VOLIRI LAY SWEvSIEn

to an oth of whom I know to be
Special sagents o e Federal bureau of Ihvestigation. No threats
or promises have been made to induce me to make a statement.

and I now reside
loyed as
I star OT K1l e mines in

was born in

I joired U,E,9, and in I went to work at
““““ I remained thers until ahbout ._In'l.x;rj 1947 —
3 i MRS L s T Y T L kaaddl |
while I was a member of P.I.A, and U,M.v,

".hen the miners joined P,M.A. in 1932 I was in Chicago
and so, had no part in the formation of this union, Wwhen I came
home I joined P,M.&, at that time I felt that Progressive was needed
and that I was right in joining it. From 1932 wntil 1941 P.M.A: was
getting along well with both the men and the Mine A officials, and
there was no trouble of any kind that I know of.’

“"The mine shut down in the spring of 1941, a seasonal shut
down and late that summer 4 learned that Elshoff had bought lfine A,
I believe that the first notice I had of this was what I saw in the
papers telling of the sale,

"is I recall, I attended & meeting at PoM.A. hall shortly
after Elshoff had bought the mine, I guess the meeting was held
to sce how the men would react to Elshoff owning Mine 4," This
mceting was prcsided over by (MR As I recall there
was discussion as to what Elsholl was Fol T2 do with the mine,
but I don't remember anything beirg said about switehing unions,
I knew, of course, that Mine B was U, M.#, and I guess that that
was in thc minds of most of the men.

bre "] did not attend any other meetings wntil after the men
' had voted to join U.K.w. I wcnt to the U,M,w. building iand joined
U.ILW. on the last night that we could join, I know nothing as to

e

e g T




Re: JOWN L. LE.IS, ET AL,

~

DIT_RVIE. JITH what happened at the other meetings for 1 wos
# in Chicago for & while, and it was at that time
Lontinued) that the othcr meztings were held.
: "Although I had no desirc to Join U.l.n. I had to if I wanted
to verk at firc A, I dor't have any information that would indicate that

the mirc was bought to get P,'.a, out, but there was much discussion
among the men thit mads me think this might be so,

"I havez read the 2bove statemesrnt and declarc it to be true

anc correct,
s/

Hiitnesses

/s/ ) Spieial Agents, FBI
) U. 8. ixpt. of Justice"
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A REs JOHN L. LEWIS, ETAL

INTERVIEW YITH residing at
cial Agents

— inocis, was interviewsd b
an is friendly

d
but not partioularly we niormed and therelore is not being recommended
as 8 witness, His stetement is as followsy :

m Sept. 16, 1943
Springfield, Ill.

" malke the following woluntary state-
ment to poacial Agents of the Federal Bureau of
Invsstigation., No threats or promises have been made to induce me to meke

eny statement.

and have been &
citizen since I now live at and am employed
et Mine a. I e been & miner all My o ond I1irst stirted working at
Mine 4 in I joined the P.M.i. in 1932 whon the men signed up with
Progressive. I felt it wos a good thing at first as it meant & cshange of
hands and I felt it was good for the men to have & change.

"I wos born

"I was working at Mine & in the epring of 1541 when the
mino shut down. I recall getting a letter from RY.N saying he had sold
Mine . to ELSHOFF. Whon I first heard tho news about the mine being sold
it made me foel sorry booouse I wes afraid we wouldn't get our vaocation
money. I thought the mine would eithor shut down or open up under U.M.W.
I just hemnrd & lot of tho moen saying they thought it might be a united

mine.

"l wont to & moetin: et the P.M.i. hall and the mon were
seying thet we might not be working at Mine L in the fall. Thoy alsc talkod
about mining coal out of Mine L through a hole and pull it through Mino B.
Yo wero afrcid the mon in Mino B would mine all the coal.

"I also wont to o meoting at the Elks Club at which time
a1l tho men joined united. I signed up with united at the Elks Club, but
do not know any of the detalls of the meeting. I joined U.M.W. bocause I
wanted teo koep my job., Evorybody wants to ent and I would sign up with

any union if it meant gotting & job.

"This statoment has boen rood to me by- it
is truo to the best of my memory.
g o——

Spociel igents, FBI
U. ‘8. Dapt. of Justice"

o T 17507 1
-
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL

-
3.0

I? IR W Springfield, Illinoil,
w on september 10, 1943, by Spocial Agents '
p—— —— S
and understande igh very well, € at he

id not take much
of an intercst in union activities,

oted that he always has preferred
the Unitod Mine Viorkers union to the Progressive Mine Workers of Americsa.
He s2id thet he has nover becen errosted,

The following signed statement wes obtained from—

®Springfield, Ill.
September 10, 1943,

"I, makc the following voluntary statement to.

q and whom I know to bo Spocial Agents of the
Federal Burcau of Investigation, of my own frec will, with no threats or

promiscs madc to me.

*1 live at Springfield, and am employed
at Minc A. I was born . and startod work
ot Mine A in - I've bocen therc since Co

"In the summer of 1941, I don't know just when, all the men at
Mine A& got a letter saying that Ryan no longer had any intorest in Mine A,
The mine had becn closed down since April, and, in Scptembor, their unemploy-
ment compensation was runnirg out., The miners were talking amonz themselvos
of getting their jobs back. The conscnsus of opinion among the men, after
they heard that Elshoff had bought Mine A, was that it was possible to
work the Mine A through Minc B, No onc over said amything about this to
me .

"I focl surc thot & large percentage of the men ot Mine A were
onxious to gct back into tho U.M,W. I personally was ncver satisfiod with
the P.X.A. bocausc I didn't think thc leaders of the union were capabls men,

"] don't remember beipz present ot the P,M.A, moctings on Septomber
B and 11, 1941, I was told by h:md that T had
been appointced to a committce. m sure 1dn't go to the mceting at

which the cormittee was eclectcd, bectuse I would have disputed my appoint-
ment. An appointment was mode for the committec to meet with Falcetti at
Vine B. 4e I remember, tho other members on the committse,
that saw Falceotti, wore
"¢ asked Falecettl for the SR ® - inc A, 079101
men eould expeet, Falcotti saw they had bought the loase from Rysn, and
werc figuring on starting the mine about October first., I don't romember
any talk on the part of Falcetti portaining to the U.M.W. The report of
the cormittce's eonference with Falcetti was given to tho P.M.A., b
I believe,

- 253-
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Re: JOEN L, LEWIS, ET AL

7 WITHE "I don't romember any conversotion at any P.M.A. moeting,
or anyvherc clse, to the effect that it was necessary to
continucd) joir the U.M,%. before wec could go beck to work at Mino A,

It was sort of token for grantod, We know that Paloctil
vwas deeling with tho U.M.%. ot ¥ine B, and knew he dida't want to hove to
deal with another union in Minc A, I don't know where I got this iden.

"Oone afternoon, at either the Elke Clud, or the XK. C, Ball, we
sigred up with the U.L,%. I think o vote was taken, and the majority agreed
to join the U.K.W, I don't know of any force or coercion used., After wo
had dccided te join, Edrundson come into the Hall, and esid he was glad ¢o
see tho men back in the UKW, I left right after joining, and don't
know if Ed¢mundson took the new officers to meet Elshoff or not,

"] have rcad the foregoing, consisting of approximately two and
onc half pazes, and statc that it is truc to the best of my knowledge,

N s icnoc)
(sipned)
(signed)

"Special .gents, FBI
Springficld, I11.%
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Re: JOHN L. LE..IS, ET 4L.

INTERVIE.. LITH advised Bpecial hAgent

— an t he had no information of value to

_ instant case. There is set forth belcw the signed state-
exccutod by NS
Y

Springfield, Illincis
Septem.ber 15’ 1943.

"1 rnake the following vcluntary statement to
and knowing them to be Speciel agents in the
ederal Surcau cf Investigation. No threats or promises have been made to

me to induce me to make & statement,

*1 wes orn oo (NN - 1 -torted work-

et Mire & in 3836, I quit wcrking at iline & in February, 1940 to take
I know nothing concerning the switch from
in 1541l. I om now employed at Peabody #59.

in

"I heve rerd the abeve statement and declare it tc be true and

ccrrect,

. . .
/+/

witnessed:

Speciel agents, F.B.I. }
U.S. Dept, cf Justice. .

e



i

Re: JOHN L. LE.IS, ET AL

TWerRrIs. VITH was interviewed by Special Agents
At the outset of this interview

state e had a good job now gnd wasn't going to

say anvthing that might get hin involved in any trouble with any union.
*ﬂ.so expressed the opinion that the govermment should have taken

action apainst John L. Levis years ago vhen the U,li1, vas more active.
*‘"as quite reluctant to discuss instant case although he stated he
vould testify if called upon to do so,

He speaks good Bnrlish and seeris to be of average intelligence It
is believed he vould be only a fair witness to testify for the Bovernment.

There is set forth below the signed statement executed by

"Springfield, Ill.
Sept. 15, 1943

ny nake tlie follovinz voluniary statement to
F Special Agents of the Federzl Bureau of
vestigation, Wo threats or promises have been made to get me to make

any statement,

"T was bom in — and presently reside at
I an presently employed at Peabody mine #59. I
a en a miner all ry life and I joined the MY at that time. I was

president of the 1MI. local at Peabody vhen they turned over to Progressive
and at that time I was in favor of the change. The mon were dissatisfied
because of z cut in wages and I think they wamted to break away from the
U¥. vhen they did in 1932. I joined the PHA in 1932 and worked st the
Peanut line in about 1933 and 1934. I started at Hine 4 in 1936.

mas far as my opinion goes I think the FilA had a bunch of men as
officers who were nothing but office holders & I donft think t could
represont the men as they should, The officers didn't seem to/aEgressive
enough to represent the men & never secmed to be able to get any place.

~ '%hen Mine A shut dovn in the spring of 1941 I got a job at the
Peanut mine and vas there vhen Hine A was sold to Wlshoff by Ryan. Then
i I heard that Flshoff bought the mine I formed the opinion that in 41
- probability Tlshoff vould operate the wmine with U.ILT. men. In my opinion
‘ it wns only logical to assume that a man like Flshoff vould operate Kine A
with ;7 nen since Mine B was already a U mine., I thought that Elshoff
in all probability rould imnmediately decide to put both minecs under ome
union so he wouldn't have tvio unions in his mines.

T L o o
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Re: JOHN L. LE.IS, ET AL

I learned some time during this period that the PMA

held several neetings to discuss their future policy, but
I never attended any of those meetings as 1 was working
at the Peanut Hine. I next heard that all of the men at
Mine A had joined U,M.' . so I found out that the balance of the mon were
going up to the LW hall to sign up. I decided I wanted to go back to Mine
A so I vent up to the hzll and signed up. Nobody threatcned me or forced
me to simn up.

"I quit vorking at Yine A in Yerch of 1943 because I found a job
paving more money. Conditions at lline A vere better after the fail of
1941 becausc the U,U.Y. raised our basic rate scale from 26,7 a day to
$57.00 a doy. The leaders in the WF local at lHinc A seumed 1o be about
sarie as the P!fA men.

&t
rIie

"T have read over this statcment of 3 papges & wish to state it
is truc to the best of ny memory. I wish to clarify thz above by
stating that the basic scale as stated above vas in connection with idle

days at thc mine.
(signe) A

_________

Y itncsscs

) Speeial Arents, F.B.I.
U.S5. Dept. of Justiced
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Fe: JOHN L. LE'IS, ET AL,

S m
M Springlie inois. vas interviewed by Speci

oent s nd on Soptember
a5 not a ine 4 & inent time

13, '1943. 1Inasmuch as
here is sct forth below the statement

he has no information of v
executed by

"3pringfield, I1linois
September 13, 1943

"1, make the following voluntary state-
ment to and both of vhom I know
to be Speclal fgents 1n Lhe Federal Burcau of Investigation, No

threats or promises have bgen mad o dinduce me to make a
statoment., T was bom ard started
mining at Mine 4 in Lt that time I Joined the United Mine
“orkers and I hove never held an office in any union. In 1932 I
Joined P.iLLA4A. I joined vhen the rest of the miners did but it made
no differcnec to nz vhat wnion I belonged to. I worked under P.M.A.
until I quit mining in thc spring of 1940, Whan I left Mine A I was

sctisfied with P.M.A. left Ifine s becouge I couldn't make .enough
moncy. I am novw I
knov nothing concerning the switch back to U,M.:. by the miners at

Minc A. I have read the above statement and doclare it to be true

and corrcet,
/s/ I,

Mitnesses

/s/ Speeial Agents, FBI
U.S. Dept_ of Justice"
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R:: JOHN L, LF IS, BT aAL.

INTERVI® UITH mcmd by Special hgents
000000 | September 13, 1943 at
T —— P g iory, Jllirdols, He is rather advanced in yoars

cnd is not surc of any of the details surrounding the mceting at the Elks

Club, It is boliecved he would only moke a fair vitness to testify as to the

infornation sct forth in the folloving signed statement.

mSpringficld, ITllinois
Scptenber 13, 1943

"1 SN sidinz ot AN oo tho follor-
ing voluniary statcnent tom both of
vhon I knot to be Special Lgun ederal Burcau Q catigation,
Ho threats or promises hove beon nade to we to induce ne to make a state-
nent, I au nov a shot firer at Munc a.

*I vrs born in rorking in
the mines in I Joing
started vorking at linc i in and at 1¢ belonged to U,laue
In 1932 I joincd P.l 4. bccausc 1 always 'rcnt vith the najority. Mine 4
usuzlly shut dovn every swmor and it vas during the shut dovn, as I
recall, that ve Jjoined PJIY A

"1 vas vorking at I'ine A4 in thce spring of 1941 vhen the ridne shut
dovn, " ¢ had alvays got along all nrht vith Rran, and the non vere
setisfied vith P.IL L.

"Sonotine the carly part of Septenbor, 1941 I leamed that a neeting
of P.%./.s ¥2s to be held, either 2t the K.C.'s hall or the Elks Club.,
I think a fellov thoet vorked at ‘idne L told ne about the neeting, He
didn't kiwov the purposc of the nceting. I vent to it and at that time
lcrmoad that Elshoff had bought !dne L. I rencnber that

and if I recall corrcetly hc said that the neeting Vas de~-

cide Thcther ye vould join Ul.i%'.. or stoy vith P.iwh. I do not roncnber
any discussion cbout this, but a strnding votc vas taken and every one
voted to Join U.l%L.

" hen I first lcarncd that Elshoff had bought the rine I fclt that
: e vould have to join U.!L7.. to keep iy job, I knev that Ifinc B vas

: U..WVW. and felt that Elshoff vould not opcrate ifinc A under P.'Lie I
: think thnt ost :ien £clt as I did, that Elshoff vould not open liine 4
unless it vas UPmted. I never henrd anything about operating Mine L
throurh line B.

v ftor the nen voted to join U,1N." « sonconc sent after BEdnndson
and he cane over, bring  sonc membership cards vith hin, Ve vanted to
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e 300N I, LG ID, @ AL,

INTERVIE 1.ITH ask hin vhat vould happen to the cxoncrated weasbers
of P.l%... and he said they could cone in U,1%T., that
(Continucd) is, thosc who had rorked at line 4.

"T v:as not threatencd or intinidated in any vay to influence my vot-
ing for UMV, I vas old, and had 8 Job at 'ine 4 and I felt that if we
didn't join U.ltl.. we wouldn't zo back to vork. I knor vhat had happened
at 'ine B and felt thot Elshoff vwould not opun ths tine [ under P.M.A.

I sirmed a U.7%'., card at thc above mecting and don't recall attending any

P RN
ather nectines., Conditions arc about the sane at Mine & now as they vere
u-nder P.;i."xl

"T have reccd the above strtenent and declare it 497 be true and

correct,
/s/

W itnessed:

~ F
€Clal «ZCNnts, F.B.Il.,

UeS. Dept. of Justice.n
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Re:  JOIN L. LEGIS, BT AL,

INTERVIH ¢

was interviewed by Special
Agents and #m
September 13, at Springfield, Illinois.

—is not mentally alert and appeared to be unable to follow a logical
ine of questioning. It is not felt that he vould make a desirable
vitness, He furnished the following statement,

nSpringfield, Illinois
September 13, 1943.

- "T make the folloving veoluntary statcment
s - to an both of vhom I knov to be

Spec zon1s an thc Fedcral Burcau of Investigation, No threats
or promiscs have been madc to me to induce me to make a statement.

"] was bom
ot finc A in

and started working

I am still emplored thoerce and nov reside at

I joincd U,M.W, vwhon I started at !finc A and
WHes, TVhen the rest of the nen did, I joincd P.H.A.
becausc the majority did.snd I had no particular feeling for onc union
over the other, P.M.A. got along all right with tho mcn and the com-
pany.

"In the spring of 1941 thc mine shut down and that summer I lcarned
that Zshoff had bought iinc A, I got a letter from Ryan telling of
this, and it was also in the paper. No one approached me to join
UJ% . and I dadn't givc it much thought,

nsomctime in Scptomber I sav a notiec in the paper telling of a
meoting of the men at ifinc 4 to be hcld ot the Blk's Club. I attcnded
this mceting vhich I felt vas to be held to sec that would be done
about opcning kinc A, Nearly all of tho nen from Mine f vere at
this mecting, The nen vore talking among themscelves for a while
and finally somconc, I don't romecmber vho, got up and said we should
vote and sce if the fellovs vanted to mo back to U,M.U. i standing
votc vas taken and the nen voted to Join UJMT. The men cleoetod
officers then, and Ednundson came over and talked for 2 vhile, Ve
all signed up for U.N.l.. then,

| "] joincd U,M.'.. because the rest of the fellors did, and also,
b : I hed belonged before and never had any trouble with them,

"I have road the sbove statenient and declore it to be true and
correct.

/s
W itnesscs
/s/ Spocial ivronts, FBI
U. S, Dept. of Justice®
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Rey, JOHN L. L&WI3, ET AL,

INTERWTE, U.ITH was interviewed by Special
A o R =
Qnwminefio 1018 an Sept-___ er 13, J43. BHe

L= e e e e T

is M years of age, has a poor memory and under no circumstances
vou e raxe a good vitness, He furnished the following signed statement.

nSpringfield, Illinois
Soptember 13, 1943.

"1, residing at make
o following vO a atenent to and
both of who have identified themselves as SpeeZal Agernts 1n

the Federal Bureau of Investigation. No threats or promises have
been made to mc to induce me to make a statoment, At the present
time I am wncmployed.

1] was bom and have
been a nincr for the past yoars, 1rs ited
Mine Yorkers in and I started to work at Mine 4 in about q

4t that time I T85 a ncmber of ULMLU., In 1932 1 joined P.lLA. an
continued Working at 1line L. Conditions verc good under P.M.A., tho
officers verc wcll likod and the union got a2long fine with Minc 4
officials.

"In the spring of 1941 liine AL shut dovm for the summcr, as it had
in the past. Somctimc thot sumaer Elshoff bought Mine A. I first
lcamecd of it through somc fricnds, I don't recall exactly vho told
me., J romomber going to a mceting at the UM\ hall and signing up
for U.t.l.. I had been told that if ve didntt Join U.iLT.. the mine
vould not open up. I didn't want to join U..T.. but I felt that I had
to if I vanted to vork, I don't rumember hecring anything about working
tinc 4 through Mine B. I do not reomenbur going to any other moctings
othzr than the onc I nentioned before,

has read the above statcnent to ne,

/< S
WMiitncsscee
/s/ Spccial lLgonts, FBY
U.S. Dopt_ of Justie®n
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Re: JON L, LEWIS, ET AL, ' .
INTERVIEN WITH was interviewed
- ind

on September 13, at springfield, Illinois,

He is years of age and unable to read, He appears mentally
sluggish and does not understand questions put to him, He furnished
the following signed statement:

"Springfield, Illinois
September 13, 1943

f

I ,q'
make the following voluntary statement to

an both of whom have identified as ©p~rial fgents

in the Federal Bureau of lnvestigation., No threats or promises have
bezn made to me to induce me to make a statement.

years old 1 started working a ne A, At that time I joined

AM,ow, and I am still employed at Mine &,

"I joined P.M,A. in 1932 but inasmuch as I was onlyq
yrs. old then, I didn't know much about unions and one was as good

as another. i‘he mine shutdown in the spring of 1941 and that summer

I got a letter from Ryan telling that he had sold Mine A to Elshoff,
I also saw this in the paper. At that time I didn't know what Elshoff
would do, whether he would open under P,M.A, or United. #e had been
satisfied with P.M.4A, and had been getting along well with Ryan,

"The only meeting I attended during this tirme was held at the
Elk's Club, hearly all of the mer from Mine = were present at this
meeting. As 1 recall, sked if the men wanted to Join
U.M.W,, a standing vote was en and the men voted to join U, W,
After the vote was taken the men sent for “dmmdson who came over
and talked to us. I don t remember what he talked about. No threats
were made to me to make me join U.M.w, I joined U.M.w, because the
rest of the men did, they all stood up and I did too. As far as I am
concerned, ore union is the same as another.

*The above statement has been read to m by
- and 1 declare it to be true and correct.

A/

) Special Agents, FBI
) U.S. Dept_ of Justice®

"L ITNESSES

}
t
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RE: JUHN L. L¥WIS, ET AL,

NTERVIZT iy ®ifter the man loeding tho meeting told us that we could
not go back to work at Mine A unless we joined U.M.',
centinue the neg by & nagority vote decided to join the U.M.75.
hnt Elghoff wonted the T. M. in Hine & be-

uL.L o1 KNEwW \.-uuu Add Dilidd d PLMHWGWU Wilv Weses da

couse of the trouble thet had hoppened in Mine B, and we knew that we could
nct work i Mine » unless we signed up with U.M.T.

"] den't ¥mow if any U.M.T. crgonizers were at this necting, but
they could have been thore. After the vote by the men, Ray Edmundsen came
irto the mecting, mede & little tanlk, cnd left the mecting. I den't recell
what he said.

when the men signed up with U.M,%,, I think it they f-lt ans T
did., I nceded & job, and if I did not jeirn the Uk, I folt that I would
I

not be eble tc werk in Uine A. fclt the intention of the nmine ccmpany was
to get U.L... into the mirc, but was not surc that they would not work in the
P.il.hi. I figured thot the only thing thut I could do was to join the U.M.w.,
sc I jeined of my own frze will. Yo ferce wos used on me tc meke me Join
the U.ll.W. I went hcme right after the meeting.

"Under the U.K.w. conditions werc just the samc and as geood as
they were under P.i.4. as fer as I ao c¢ncerned, the T.llbi. is just as

sctisfactery &5 the Pl h. I was just as setisfied with the P.h.A. es ] an
with U.k.%ie Either union was 0.K. for me as long as the leaders were honest.

®hon I first heard thet Elshoff had bcught Mine &, I did not think
that the unicn weuld havo to chengee whon I hemrd that Elshoff wanted toirun
both mines under the same union, I kmew thet I weuld have to join the U.MJd.
if I wanted to work in Mine 4. I know this from the talk thet I heard from
the men who woerk in the mincs. 1 den't know any perticular person who told

ce this. I nlsc heard that Blsheff w

([
Uine B shoft if the miners did nct Join
Jeining V...,

plamning to run Linc & through the
UK.

No cne tnlked tc me about

3

"I had been perfectly sctisfied with P.M.4., but £l11 of the clrcum-
stcnces which I have told about above mnde me think that it was nccessary
for me to join the U.LK.i., if I wanted to work in Mine A.

"This stotement consisting of thies and two cther typewritten peges

o R - = [ R S P - [ - ~ - i
has been read to me, and I state that it is true to the boest of my knowlodge

tnd reccllection.

(=)
witnesses:
mkgents, FBI, Springfield, Ill. .
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RE: JOHN L. LEWIS, ETil

ooz s Y. <
— field, .y WES INt8rviewed a & residence on

September 16, 1943, by Special Agents

and

m This man understands English very well, snd oan Speak
nglie:n coherentlys He said he 1s willing to testify if necessary. FHe
stated thot he hes no oriminal record,

. Bpringfield, Ill.
Septaember 16, 1943
"7 meke the following voluntary state-
ment to and whom I know tc be Spnoial Agents

of the Federal Burenu of Investigation, of my own frec will, with no threa%v.
or pronises made ma.

"I am living ot ringfield, Ill.,
cnd em working at Mine A, I wus and oame
to the United States in I booome o citizen b iena, in

I joined tre United Mine Yorkors
was & membor of thot union until 1934, when I began working at Mine &,
and joined the Progressive Mine Workers of Lmerion. I rojoined the U.N.W.
when ell tho men &t Mine 4L did in 1941. I nevor held en office in any
union. Of the two unions, I proferred the P.M.i. & little, elthough thers
isn't o lot of differcnce botween it cnd the U.M.W. In P.MJi. meotings,
men were allowed to speak up, whilo you onn’t do it in U.M.W. meotings.

"Y hoard from somc men thot ELSHOFF hnd bought Mine 4 from
RY.N. We wondered about it, becouse I hod heard that ELSHOFF was supposed
to be broke, and wondersd how he got tho money to buy it. 4s soon aee I
hoard thnt ELSHOFF had bought the mine, I felt that I would hove to join
U.M.%/, to keop my job, becouse of what hed happoned ot Mine B. I wos not
contacted by anyone ebout joining the U.M.W., and I don't remember much
conversation about going U.M.VW. to avoid trouble at Mine A.

"1 hecrd at & P.M.i. mooting that Blshoff wans going to work
Mine . through Mine B, and had sont an entry toward Mine i from Hine B.
4t this mooting I heard a report that ELSHOFF would put ono hundrod men

in Mine L ond pull coal out through Mino B, Therc had been a comnittee
that had met with FALCETTI, and F.ICETTI mny have told the sommitteo this.
I don't know where the report started. I think that this report was o
bluff on the part of ELSHOFF, end thet it ocouldn't be dona. I heard other
stories about what ELSHOFF was going to do; I can't romember them now, but

I think thoy werc all & bluff to gut tho mon to join tho U.M, 5. I don't
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RE: JOHN L. LBWIS, ETALL

ramamhar hanrine anvthin

LR e —d WA e, - -.—--navn -

oy ng
that he planned to operate l(i ne A with the U.M.NW,
men. Thera was & lot of talk in this meeting,

wondering what ELSHOFF going to do, but I don't
know of any committes being appointed.

ah RISHNPT savine

"I went to a P.M.A, meeting at XK. C. Ball on & Bunday aftcr-
nocn. 4 big men, whoss nams I don't know, oonducted the mpeting, and saicd
it was best for the men to stick togsether End join the U.M.W. if we wanted

rasls  mmd X b ad dn aerefd b aaahln . - -
to work, and if we wanted to avoid troubls like Mine B had, Aftsr ths vois

to gc U.M.\,, EDMUNDSON spoke to the meu, and said he would weloome us baok.,
Fe said the mine would open a5 soon &e possible, and thet we wouldn't have
to pay en initistion fee. There hod been sevoral meotings st before this
at Progressive Hall, but I don't remember any ocommitts.w being appointed,

or anythlng special going on.

"Since the U.M.J. has been beck at the mine, things are
about as they were under P.M.A., although they might have been & little
sa DLW, wa Loan e doh

better undor P.¥.h, The only reason I rejoinsd U.i.(s Was ssp my Job
at Miﬂe jb.

<t

"The feregoing, consisting of two pages, hes been resd to
mo and I state it is true to the best of my knowledge.

//

Witnesses:
222 T

!pec1| al !gents, !!!

Springfield, I1l."
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Ras JOMN L, IENIS, ET AL

‘ residence on September 16, 1943, by Special
Agents qandﬁ *Bpe&ks and
understands English very well., He saild over ng ocontained in

the steterent set forth below iz true and correct, but hse deooclined

to sign the stetomont cleiming that it would be cmbarressing for him
if ho d¢id, He would not olaborato upon thie stetoments It is believed
thot his fothor who previouszly had rofuesed to glgn a
stetomont without tho o

pprovel of hie attornoy, hed told”not
to sign any stotomente. _doos not appecr to be @ porson of
strong churcoeter. '

The following stetomomt wre cxecutcd by —s

®Springfiold, Ill.
Soptcmber 16, 1943.

'I, moke the folloming statement froely
cnd volunterily and *w}m havo
idontificd themeclvoe to me ce Spceicl sgente © ¢ rogornl Buroccu of

Invcetigation. XNo thrcats or promisos hovo been mode to me o
obtcin this stctement.

*I preecently roeide ot
oyod ¢t Fino & I wos bor

I egtortod to vork ot #inc A
joincc the United Minc Vorkers, In 1932 I joincd tho Progressive ¥ino
Vorkors of Ancrioc when nll the reost of the mincre dids The ohongo
to Fuiulie madc no diffcrenec tos Howover, it s=comod to me thot the
duos in F.V.l. voro o littlc higher thcn they were in UliLW.

cnd om

®*] rcad in tho ncwspapors thot Elehoff hed purchesed Ldno A
from br. Rycn. &t thet time I wes doing somc orrpentor worke I mot
up tom ono doy, cnd ho csked me if I wentcd to work ot
1inc die scid thot tho minc weoe going to opon with o U.L,W. oontract,
and that if I wanted to work in Minc 4 I would have to join tho U.M.W,

"In the cerly foll of 1941 I did not go to eny of the union
mectings. I joinod tho U.M.VW. at the U.E.W. hccdquartere on the day
boforc I went beck to vork ot Mine iw I had to work to eupport my
family, and 4f I wented to work in Kine 4 T had to join UelL™. It
rczlly mado no éiffercnoe to me to whioh union I bolonged, either the
Feilaiie or tho Us.0i. would hove boon O.K.

®Thc only pcr=on vho ovor tclked to mo cbout this mattor wes
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Re: JOHN L. LEVIS, ET AL

- SN 1 oovorhoard any other dlsoussions
on the matter.
continued

"1 have resd this statement and state that it 1s
true to the best of ry knowledge and recollection.

- said evorything in thie statement is true, but
doclinca to g1gn TP, saying that 3t would be emberraseing for him if

he 2id.
Special Agont, F.B.I., Springficsld, Ill.
Speeicl Agent, FeBel., Springficld, Il1,
9=16-43."
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RE: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL

poevien vt Y <:-incfiold,
Illinois, was interviewed &t his residence on

) September 15, 1543, by Special Agents_—"'
-:d m During the interview-
was rrecent, 3 nd understands English well, He was

friendly, but was reticent, Ke said that he has always preferred the

Mm@ to -he PMA. refused to sign the statement set out below
without the consent anc approval of his attorney. He said he did not
know the name of his attorney, but admitted that it was the attorney for
the UMV, -said that no one had told him not to cooperate with
Tederal Agents and to refuse to sign any statements. He said that he has

always declined to sign any statements. mhawaver, said all iths
facts set forth in the statement are true an at he will stick to the
truth,

"Springfield, I11,
September 15, 1943

"1, make the following stutement freely and velun-
tarily to and who have identified them-

oy Tomowrrnd-Imadd nn

selves to me as >pecial AgEﬁT-S Ol Uit receral surgau of 1OVESTLigaLati,
No threats or promises have been made to me to obtein this statement,

"I presently reside onm
Sprinefield, I11., 2rd am employed in Mine A. was

In I came to the United States and
States in Springfield, Ill., im

became & ¢1tlzZen o [

started to work in ¥ine A, At that time,

"About
I was in the United Yine workers Uniom., Im 1832 I jolned the Progressive

Mine Workers of Americe with the rest of the miners, I went along with
the majority of the miners, Personally I would have preferred to have
UMN at Mine A because I had always liked UMW, A1l the time I was in PMA

1 would have preferred to be in UMW,

"] read in the newspapers that Yr. Ryan had sold or transferred
his interest in Minc A to Mr, Elshoff, I 4id not havc any ideas as to how
this change would affect me, I remember that I heard some of the miners
talking in town snd saying that the mine was going to sign & contract with
UMW, but I did not hsar anything about the miners having to join UMW to
save their jobs at Mine A, :

h
i

A
A
¥

¥

"I did not go to mny PMA meetings in the sumer or fall of 1941,
I don't recall signing up with UMY, It seems to me that I merely started
to pay dues to UMV, When I went back to work at Mine A, it folt good to
be back in 1. I don't know anything ebout any discussions or talks in
meetings of the unions in the summer of 1941,

S aa—
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RE: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL

INTERVIEW WITH "Conditions at Mine A now mre jJust as good under
U{ o6 they wore under PMA, '

Continued )

"I hove had this statoment consisting of this
ond ono other hondwritten page road to me, ond I etate that it ie true
to the bost of my knowledge and recollection.

nEE o) ined to sign
!H!, Eatomont without the con~-
sont and approval of his attor-
ney, but admitted the truth of
the facts conttined herein.

Mritneesce:
/e
/s/
Specinl Agents, F. Be 1o

Springfield, I11."
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REt+ JOHN L. LEWIS, ETAL

b 1inci5, was intorviowod &% his rosidenco on Boptombor 18
. 1545, by Spooial Agonts NENN--: ANNRNNNRREND
mponks end \iiirstands English vory well. Tho statamont set
or oW

Springfiold, Ils

was road to ho soid ovorything in it was truo. He do-
clinod to siin it! saying that it was agninst his polioy to sign eny kind

of o papcr. nid thet no ono hed told him not toc sign o statomont
tokon by Fodorel Agonts ond also addod that ho has not beon in any kind

of troubla.

" } Springfield, Illinois
Soptombor 18, 1943

"I moko tho following voluntary statemont to
_and whom I know to bo Spocial Agonts of tho
odarel Burecu of Investipgation, of my own froo will, with no throats or

promisgs mnde to mo.

"I am living o Sprinrfiold, Il-
end am working at Mino A.
I bogan working at Mine &4 in
tho Unitod Mino Workors at thot timo. I joinod The Progrossive Mine Workors
of Amorics in 1832, and rojoincd tho U.M.W. in 1894]l. Tho éwitch to FPNA in
1932 mndo no difforonce to mo. I noithor favered or opposod it. I am
only interostod in making & living, and stiok with tho majority of tho men
in ocnything thoy want to do. '

linois

"I sow in tho nowspapor that RYAN had sold Mine 4 to
ELSHOFF. I hod modo up my mind thot I wantod to koop on working ot Mino &,
and if all tho men wont U.M.W., it wns oll right with mo, just so I sould
koop my job. Boocsuso of all I hud hoord of tho troudlc ot Mine B, under
ELSHOFF, I folt thot I probably wouldn't hove a job if, for any roason, I
didn't wont to join UMW, I didn't hear ony rumors ebout ELSHOFF pulling
cocl from Mine & through Mino B, or that ELSHOFF was golng to work Minc A
only with U.M.W. mon.

"I didn't go to ony mootings hold by tho P.M.A. union in
Soptombor of 1941, and don't know anything that wont on. Ko ono approcchod
moc boforo tho purchoso to join the U.MW. I signod up with tho U.M.W, at
" U.M. R, Ball. I was told to go to thoir hondguartors to sign up with thom,
Ve just bofors tho mine oponod. I don't romombor who told mo about it. T sow
P & lot of mon signing up thoro, ond I folt that I had to sign too, if I
:b ’ wanted to koop my job.
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RE: JOHN L. LEWIS, ETAL

NTERVIE{ WITH "Sinoco I've boon working under U.M.W. agoin at Mino 4, I
hoven't noticed any groat difforonco in conditions at the
mino. As I said before, tho union in oontrol doosn't .

PP ommmrin dn o mmn dhemd me T oans csmasels aed e mwn
1I10ronsdg Tvo mo, Just 80 4 OLn WOTK GODU Xeo0p

CONT IWUED
_— e A

mar Ad
LWEAAU wlly Ul

my ijo

"I hove road tho foropoing, oomsisting of o littlo moro
thon onv poge, tnd stoto it is truo to tho bost of my knowlodgo."

stctod that ovorything ho said in this stato-
mont is true, but doclincd to sign.

Spaocial hgonts, FBI
Springfield, Il1,"

-
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- 273 -

I TR O T



REsy JOBN L. LEWIS, ETAL

M !pr:.ng!ﬂe!!, !!!!nols, Wa s !ntorv:.l ewe! !n !s rosi!enoo

on September 16, 1943, by Bpecial Agents
av: BN T)is man hhﬂ-v-ntandn and spasks Engiish well

4Ly A dddh B Ameid WMEAEAA W wWeems e  mvasha

enough to hich he is willing to do. He said he has no oriminal
record.

" Springfield, Ill.
Beptember 16, 1943

5
8
" 8
Ra
& o
)
;
§ E
d
FD
|
v
E
o5
-2
FE
33
=
1%3
2E
sif
3

will, with

sk A Y g redargel iras

no force used and no threats or promi

"I am living at Springfield,

I11., and am working at Mine A, I was born

* I begen working at Mine A it—and Joined the United Mine
workers in that year. I joined the Progrefsive Mine Workers of Amerioa in
1932, and rejoined the U, M, W, in 1541, 1In 1832, when we switched from
U. M. W. toP. M, A. I was in favor of the switeh because I was not satis-
fied with the way LEVIS was running the union. In all the times I wan a
menmber of the P.M.A. I was eatisfied until toward the last, just before I
Joined U,N.¥:., when ] grew dissatisfied because the dues were toc heavy.
The P.M.A. needed the sams upkeep as the U.M.W., and didn't have the
membership to teke care of the expense as well as U.M.W, Then, too, the
P.M.A. didn't have the power the U.M.W. did.

"I saw in the newspaper that ELSHOFF had bought Mine
A from RYAN. It was & surprise to ms, and I didn't think it would affect

ob, bocauss the mine would hawve to be workad, and if wa navar struak
ul: JUU' UU\I“H\)U WA Mg T AL A A A F W LS V3 r— - =g — T e - = e —e

together, we'd be the ones to work the mine. Ho one talked to me &bout
joining the U.M.W, previous to that time. I heard, from some of the
other men, that ELSHOFF might operate Mine A through Mine B. I heard
that he might bs doing this to save the overhead of two shafts, and I
knew that both mines could be operated out of the same shaft. I don't
know if this rumor was spread for & hluff, to get men to join the U.M.W.,
or not. I also heard about this time, that ELSHOFF would operate Mine A

under a U.M.W, oontract, which he had already sigmed. I thought thia might
....... Yrvsmr P a1l +ha ¢renuhla 'i-hn\r hna haed at 'Ilina B, and th‘t

UB BU, uuonuav I BRIV Ui FSiis WU Ve VAWLw [ 4L T T2

"Shortly after I heard these stories, because I needed
a job, I went to Mine B for & job. The bosses there told me to hang
on for & while, that Mine A would open up in ten days or so. I knew
one of the bosses at Mine B, but I don't remember if he was
the one that told me this or not.

L J
L
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JOHN L. LEWIS, ETAL

NTERVIEW ¥ "I went to only one P.M.A. meeting during this time,
and that was held at the Elks Club, on a Sunday,
(CONT INGED The meeting was for the purpose of trying to de

what the men would do. There were some P.M.A. offioials there and
nd some other men did most of the talking., A chaitman was slec
for the meeting, and tellers were also elected. put the questions
to the men, whether they wanted to go U.M.W., or stay P.M.A, He said that
all the men would go the wey the majority went. Ballots were prepared,
there was & secret vote, each man putting his ohoice on a piece of paper,
and when the votes wers counted, we were told that the U.MW. had a

ma jority. After the vote was announced, somoone suggested that EDMUNDSON
be invited to come over. He oame over and sald that he was glad &ll the
men were back together again, that there had been & lot of trouble, but
that was all ended now. Beforoe the vote, in telking to the men around
there, it socmed to me that most of the mon seemsd to favor the U.M.W.,
and to got it over with.

"Since that time, there hasn't becn much differenoe
under the U.M.W., from what it was under the P.M.A., except that thore's
possibly less wrangling.

"I have read the forogoing, oonsisting of about three
peges, and stated that it is true &8s woll as I oan romembor.

/+/ R

Specicl hgonts, FBI
Springficld, I11,"
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RE: JOHN L. 1EJIS, ET AL

T e
— inois, was interviewed &t his residence on

and

Scptember 17, 1943, by Special Agent.sm
m speaks, reads, and undersands -
sulliciently v'eil to testify. He said he is willing to testify. He claimed

to have n» sricinal record.

The following signed statement was obtaincd from—

"Springfield, I11.
Septeuber 17, 1943

!

ke the following voluntary statecent to

an whorn I know to bz Special #gents of the
ederzl Burcau of Investigation, of my own frec will, with no threats or
proniscs nade to me,.

Springfield, I11.

®*T an living g and an working
at Panther Creek Mine was born and
cae to the United States

ar in I was naturalized 1 a2t Ypringfield,
i and when I came to this country in I 1
was switched to the United dine workers, I joined the Progressive Mine

I was a nember of a union

workers of snmerica i I was working at Peabody Mine No. 57. InF
or of the Peabody Local., I .ave never rejolnhc. ..
the R n uugus €gan 'ﬁorking at line A, and worked there until

~f T Y ~ AT nooeAd Aem AT d s ol wmhoam 44 Aeanasd siw
an J.J. (634 .L'Ju..l.., when the iiine ¢losed down. I didn't B0 DACK Wwiicli 1V wpOnolu up

that fazll, becausc I didn't want to change fron P.K.4. to U,M.W. In all the
tinc I was in the P.M.a., I was entirely satisfied with thc union, and 'uas in
favor of the original switech fron U.M,W. to P.lL.a. in 1932,

®T read in the paper that Elshoff had bought ¥ine A from Ryan. Aifter
hearing what hal gone on at Mine © in the switch from P.M.i. to UM.W., I °
felt that the same thing might happen at Mine 4. I felt, when I saw the notice
of the sale, that I wouldn't have a job unless I joined the UM.N, Aftep I

anvt thie natdrs 41 tha naner. aldhanoh T wna naver annrmannhad by amrana {'h
=431} Wil (VLA VE &dd WG PReprd g Bl WiV WG 4 PUU LS Fund A WA AN ML B RRLAT WA

join thc UM 4., I heard that the U.M.U. was circulating a petition to mt a’
w2isrity at the mine, I don't know how I heard this, for no one came to nec with
eny such petition. Therc were several rumors circulating about this time, one
- S to the effect that Elshoff wonld work Mine * through Mine B, another that he
8 would operate the nmine only with U,M,/. men. These runors just added to the'

- feeling I had that I no longer had a job, becocuse I would never join the U.K.T,

nf‘b@!‘ Elshoff bought the ming, I went to a regular P.M.A, peeting, held

cssive Hall, at which meetins there was a discussion about joining the
I think was chairuan of this meeting. and old
had a lot to say in the discussion, and favored a swi to the

U.!?
? mn*
‘ ' U.M.4. Some men, whose nancs I can't recember, spoke in favor of the P.M.A.,
¢ - 276 -
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RE: JOHN L. LEJIS, ET AL

INTERVIE ; WITH but nothing was decided at this necting, as to what
the future action of the nen would be. I don't re-
(continuad pember anything beinr said or done about a committee

bein: appointed to see Elshoff at this mecting.
Lnosther meceting was scheduled for the followin: Sunday, at 2 neutral place.
I 4idn't ;o to this plaenned nectin:, or any others at all,

: T

PR

nt back +to Mi A. but T hoard that sore of the men were

ent back to Mine 4, but I heard ner

bcat up there. I don't know whe told me, or who the nen were., I also heard

thath and sone of the others fron Mine “ were doin; the beatine.

: I don't know anything more about this. Cn a Tueaday after the Sunday meeting
- uentioned above, which I did not attend, at which all tze men switched to U,

' Y. ey ? who had been on the P.M.A, Pit Committee, met ne on the

street and told De that the next day was the last day nen could Join UM%,

anl _o back to work, and thot I'd better join up U,M,U, with the rest of the

men, He diin't threaten me in any way.

"I have read the fureioin-, consisting of two pajes, and state that it
is true to the best "of 1y knowled e W

P —

, 9pecial a ont, F.B,I., Sprin field, Ill.
Special accent, FBI, Springfield, I1l.®
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Re: JOHN L. LEwIS, ET AL.

INTERVIE TITH as interviewsd by Bpecial hgents ’
_ and &lthough as sincere an
cocperative hé had no information of value to ;igstant

case, There is set forth below the signed statement executed by-

“"Srringfield, Illinols

September 15, 1943
moke the following voluntary statement to
both of whom I know to be Speociml Agents in

n1
—
eral Bureau cl investigation. No threats or promises have been made

tc me tc induce me to make a stetenent,
I came to the U.S. in‘
ceme back from the U.8. army

"1 was born
end became a U.S. citizen in
I now werk ot Mine & end reside & I started mining in
end joined U.KJs. et thet time. In , when the State went Pro-
gressive, I joined P.K.A. und et that time I wos working &t Pesbody #53.

I start.’ at Mine A in 1935 end was satisfied with P.K.A.

Wiine & closed down in the sprins of 194) and in August of that
year, I daia

not come cut unti]l Uctober &, « when I came beck kline & had gone United
Kine worker, My wife had sent me a card and I signed it while I was at
which was the way 1 joined U.E.%. I don't know what happened
wnile 1 was away, oxcept that ths mine was scld and the men joined U.M.w.

It doesn't make any difference to me which union I belong to. The above
statement was read to me by, end it is true and correct,

/s/

T

Wwitnegsed:

U.SI Dept. of Justice.

)
.
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RE: JOHN L. LEWIS, BTAL

INTERVIE. WITH Springfiold, Illinois, wns ;n-

__ torviowod at his rosidonoo on Soptomber 18, 1943 3
Spooinl Asonts M ond
undorstonds and spooks English s ciontly woll to tostify. ) tomen

sot forth bolow was read to him, gud he statod thot overything in it is truo,
Howovor, ho doclinod to sign it. said that no ono had told him net,

to eirn any stotomont piven by him to Fodoral Agonts. Ho said ho hos no
oriminal record, g

" Soptombor 18, 1943
Springfield, Illinois

"I moko the following voluntary stotomont to
—md whem I knew tc bo Spocinl Agonts of tho
Fedorcl Buroau of Invostip;otion, of my own froo will, with no throots of

promi sos medo mo.

"I en living at
en working ot Mino 4. I was born
tho Unitod Statos in I booamo & citizon 1n irtuo of having

sarvod in tho wWorld Wer. I bogan working at Mino A in hoaving boon-
o mombor of tho U.M.W. sino* I joinod tho Progrossive Mino Workors
nag A switochod ovor, I rojoinod tho TU.M.W. -

in 1932, whon all tho mon at
in 1841.

"In tho surmor of 1941, I wus working 1nq
and didn't sco enything in tho popars o.bout tho salo of Mine 4. I di

know anything a about it boing scld, or mnything obout it, until ono day, .
sorio men, whoso name I ocn't romombor, told me thero wns going to bo o . e
mooting of all tho mon at tho Elks Club., I didn't lmow the purposo cof tho
neoting, until I got thoro. prosidod at tho mooting, and tho
discussicn wos whothor tc join The U.M.n. or not. I was in tho back of ‘¢ho
room, and didn't pay much attontion to what wos going on. I don't remembar
who put tho quosticn of P.M.h. or U.M.W,. to the mon, and don't romomber rho
took port in the discussion. I votod to join the U.M.H, at that nooting,
boceuse everyeno soomod to bo in faver of it, and not for any particulag: -
roason. It doosnft meko any difforonse to mo whioh union is in, and °
conditimns havo boon Just about tho samo a# tho mine undor U.M.W. that tboy :
woro undor P.M.4. . .

"This statomont has boon rocd o mo, ond I atato it 1-
to tho bost of my knowlodgo.
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RE: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET.LL

INTTRVIE. ViITH Ps‘oﬂtod that ovorything in this statomont is
uc, but doclined to eign it,
GNT INUED R Spooicl Lgont, Springfiold, Ill.

pocitl Agont, FBI, Bpringfiold, I11,"
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-’ RE: JOHN L. LE.JIS, ET AL

’

: 5 W TTH On Se
T
- at his
this intcrview advised he has no cr
entircly conperative but Jid nit appear to have a very _ood knowled:e of
pertinent nstter., He is above aversa. ¢ in intelli ence for a8 miner. It is
felt that in the event he is called as a witness he will be only fair,

-.;avc the followin  si ned statcuoents

. Sprin Ticlc, .

Sept. 18, 1943

" zive the followin,: information _
wnh) are known to pe t» be Special & ents of the
F.B.l. ) C&zts ur promises have been made me to get me t~ ive this

stotement. I an workin: at nine 4 8s 2 driver. T have been there about
years. I was born I have becn &
citizcn since cbat

ny was— on vacatisn when the switch from UMT t~ PMA was
rade when I cane back 1 joined PMa. .i/hile the PMA was our union I was
satisfied with theo. .

1 43 Special #.cnts
interviewed

W hen Elshoff bouzht Mine 4 I ot a letter tellin: ne of this. then
I ot this I talked with the others and we all felt there was nothin to
d> but .y to U, L. VJ, because &lshoff had token th: mine over & if wo didnt!t
Join over therc woull be n» job four us. At the tine Elshoff took over
Mine "4i" a couple f fellows from P.M.A. cane to sec pe and said they would
help us if we stzyeld out & T diin't Join ULY. ., No one fron U K 57 cane to
see nc. I heard that “lshoff i ht toke the cozl from Mine "a% through
Mine "B" if we didn't join U.M.w, I don't recall hearin,_ that Elshoff
would keep mine ¢ clssed if we didn't join U.K.., but what I heard amounted
to the same thin,, Fron hearin: thesc thin s I felt I would have to join
V.M. r. if I wanted to o back to Mine WAM to wirk,

%I attendel : spoccial meetin. at P.M.4. hall where they had sone .
ar-unent ant a fi ht down stairs, The P.M.A. nen wanted to decide what
we coHuld d» about _ettin, the minc vpened but the officers wouldn't let .us
and the mectin was cloised. I fcel the P,M.i, officers should have let
the men have a chance to tolk  all they toll us was to stey at anl not o
back. %he men tricd to appoint a cumittec t» see what could be donc but
the fficers wouldn't let thon.

"] atten'ed a neetin; at the Reduans Hzoll this was to sce if they could
set a majority, ensush 414 n:t show up 8- they bad a peetin ' at the Elks Clnrwu.
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RE: JOHN L. LE.iIS, ET AL

INTURVIE, They then decided tu hold e nectin: at thc Elks Club.
I ‘think bnth of these were advertised in the paper. At
continue the Elks Club ncetin;; the men decided to 2n on buzek to

am e ma

U.M.%. so there would not be any trouble likc at Mine ®B%,

F wes in char.e of the neetin: e had a standin:- vote to
“ccide whother or not t3 ;0 back to UM, and all of us woted for it., I
voted for U.lLV,. boecazuse I wanted to oo boeck to work. Edmundson cane over
beofor. 4t was over and gave a tclk. He said the nmen should all be back in
U.M.W. and weleoned us back., We si ned up for U M.%. ri-ht there that day.
I was n-t >n any comrrdttee at this time. I did not 0 t- Elshoffts or
Edmndson's office after the meetin .

wce the return of UMW, in
-

b ] -~
L , a
sanc a5 under P.M.a. It wakes no difference to we which Uni-

D
3
2
E
w
[11]
e
E

"] have had .. ,ent’ read this 3 pa e stateuent t> me and it is all
truc and correct to the best -f ry knowled 'e and is as T have told it to
the Arents. I an si nin, this »f ry own frec will,"

/+/ ——

b . 3 .
St. Pcul, Uinn,®

Sprin field, I11.
Sept. 18, 1943
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Re: JOWN L. LEwIS, ET AL,

IN TERVIEW WITH * Springfield, Illinois,
| was interviewed at Septembe
. 1943 by Special Agentsw andﬂ‘
speaks and wnderstands &nglish ve ell and will teSVifly
1! necessary. e stated he has no ecriminal record. He furnished the fol-
lowing signe? statement.

"September 14, 1943.
Springfield, I1l,

the followirz statement freely and
VOluntarlly who have iden-
tified themseles to me as g e ederal Bureau
roml

of Tnveqf'l:rahrm- No threats ve been made to me to

l.n
[}t]
7]
iﬁ?

obtain th:.s statement,

"I presently resi

ates citizen in Springfield, Ill., in

"1 begar to work in line/abou and quit working there
in 1942, Before 1932 I was a member of the United Line Aorkers,
but I never was an officer of that union or any other union. In
1932 I was in faver of the switch from U.¥.W. to the lrogressive.
Mire sorkers of america, I thought the P,M.A, would be a better
unior., After 1932 I was satisfied with P.M.A. and 1 warted nothing
to do with U,¥.n,

"as I recall the purchase of dine A by Elshoff was announced
in the newspapers, The change in maragement in ifire A did not bother
me. I did not think it would affect me or my job. Conditions between
P.i.A. 2nd Mr, bLyzr always had been 0,K,

"o one ever asked me to Join the U,M.%. prior to the pur-
chase of =ine A by blshoff., When Elshoff bought the mine, I had the
idea that he would try to change the umion there because i1 had heard
of the trouble at kine 5 between the maragement and F,}.A, ard I also
hzard that zlshoff favored U.M.».

"] heard rmors that &lshoff was going to work kine A through
Hine B, I believe that this was being talked about to force iEHne A
- men to join the U,l...; this was the pressure being used on the
L miners in }ine A, I never heard any talk that Elshoff would open Hine A
; only if the miners switched to U.il,W, shen I heard that klshoff bought
¥ine A, 1 believed that sooner or later the miners in Mine & wpuld
b have to join U.M.%. to work in the mine, I had this idea because of
] . the trouble that had occurred at wzine », ard because of Zlshoff's
; general reuption of being pro U,M.,

- 283 -

-



s

S |
—

he: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL, =
IKTER "] wert to quite a few P,K.,A, meetings, and went
to the ore at P,M.A. hall in Peptember 1941, which was
or:tlnuzd a regular meeting, I did not go to any of the meet-

ings in the #lks Club or FKedman's Hall, and did not
know anything about them until after they happened, I don't remember
al wmio

any specia mion meeting gs about that time.

=8 AR A L MY Wess

"1 was rot elected to any commit,t.ees to meet with the manage-
ment of Yine #, I did not hear anything about U,L.s. organizers or talk
about joining U..,5., I heard that a committee of miners contacted

£lsnoff, but i did not hear their report, and + don't know the results of
their meeting.

"after Elshoff purchased Mine A, I went back to work without
sipgning up with U, was president of t.he U.M,#, local at
iine A, and he told my brothir tnot if 1 did mot join U..d, I could not
vork any mere in }Mine A, after working about six months at iine A wder
=lshoff's maragement, I quit., 1 dad not want to work uwhder U,M.w, I
don't remember xhethe talked to me before or after U,M,7. signed

a Anrtwrard with r"lchnff

B Wi/l wd Qw v WL W Ldd i

"I d1d rot go to the meeting when the miners voted to join
U.¥.+. I never did rejoin that Union. I did not take an active part in
wion affairs and did not know what went on in union meetirngs. After
I went back to work in iine & I paid dues to U,M.7.. because they were
checked off my pay. I rever ddd sign a U,M,s. membership card.

#l have read this statement consistirg of this and one
other typewritten page arnd state that it is true to the best of my

knowledge and recollection,
/
o/ M1al ent, F’BI, Sprlrgfield, 1.

11
T - ecial agent, n:u, opruxg;;c;u, Ii1."
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Re: JOHN L. LEVIS, ET AL

INTPRVIEW VITH On September 13, 1943 Special Agents
and

Street, Springfield inois. During the course o
was observcd that * did not appear to be too bright or reliable,
but he did, hcowever, iry to be cooperative to the best of his ability,

It is not believed that

would make a reliable witness.

The following signed statement was procured from -

Springzfield, !!

Sept. 13, 1943

it give the following statement to-
0 are known to me to be Special fgents
o e F.B.I. No threzis or promises have been made me to procure this

statement.

"I was born I came to the U.S. in
—and became a citizen aro I am nov: working at tmm
Cey, have been therc for about 4 months. For the past 12 yrs. ve

at Minc 4 off and on. I was a digger and driver at Minc "A®. I gquit because
I couldn't mzkec a living there. When in 1932 i
to P.M.i. it the time of the swite

o P.l.i. I was in favor o d .the P.M..e union from 1932

s. Thile we
to 1941, ' :

] first hecard that Elshoff had bought Nine ™i" through reading
of it in the peper. I was mot glad of this at the time. Vhen the ming -
opened a man who wanted to go back to work could, but the Co. didn't
care vhether he did or not, I <you wanted to work there you had to be a
member of U.M.T;, The excuse they gave for this was that it was the same Co.
operating both Mine ", & "B" and they couldn't have a contract with both
umion, Ho Co. or Union official told us this_ #e Jjust heard this talk and
felt that it must be the situation. I never had any kick when the P.M,A.
=23 wes handling the relationship at mine A. Before the Elks Club meeting a
AT couple of men came to see me about joining over to the U.M.H. I dont
know who they were. I wnet to one meeting that was the one at the Elks
Club vhere they voted to switch over., I heard that Elshoff might operate
Kine 4 through the Uine B shaft & at that time, I guess it could have been
donc, I didnt't pay much attention to this however. ’

N

] recad about the meeting to be held at the Elks through

7
>
’
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Re: JOHN L. LEVIS, ET AL

TITERYIED tre papers. [N - .ot
time., The understanding of the men at this meeting
continue was that if we didn't get mine "A" opened and go back

- to work there we wouldn't have any work and the only
way we could got to go back to Mine "A" was as U,U.W. Ray Edmundson, talked
to us at this mecting and assured us that our rights would be fully protected.
It was the understanding then that if we went back as a group we wouldn't
have to pay any iniztion fec. There was a standing vote at the meeting and
most of them voted to join U.M.W. and get back to work. I did not belong to
any committees appoimted at this time. I voted to go U.MK.T, because there
was nothing elsc I could do at that time if I wanted my job at Mine A",

It was our feeling that if wc didn't go U.U.W. there would be the same sort
of trouble there that they had had at mine #B", I did not go to Edwundsons
office or the leland Hotel the night of the meeting. There were cards at
this meeting and wo signed up right there, The mine opened shortly after
this neeting. I did hear thet Elshoffl didn't have any money, but I dont
knov how he got the moncy to buy }ine "AY,

"Sincc 1941 under the U.U,W. the dues I believe have gone up
over what thcy vere under the FP.L.A.

nI have read this statenent vhich is written on this and 2 other
pages, it is the truth so far as I know and is as I havas told it tothe
F.B.I. 4Arent. I an signing this stzatemcnt of my own free wills -

flitvy ;'-B-I- (Hilw-)
Springfield, Ill
Scpt. 13, 1943"
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RE: JOHN L. LEJIS, BT AL
-On Septerber 18, 1943 Special & en
anl inte

INT.RVIE '-.-iiTH
a s hone,

alvised that he was not 2 citizen of V. S.

_ md an excellent recsllection of pertinent events and
if it werc n.t for the fact he is an alien with—he would
pake a fine witness. Hc was n st fricndly and entlrcly cooperative at the
tire »f this interview.

_ gave the followin.; si.ned statcuente

Sept. 18, 1943

el 2 i A
th arc known t2 oe 1) be qfﬁ”"”’ 2 \.-ntu af

]
the F.B,I. N threats .r pr.onises have been mzle tu procure this statcment.

I canc to the U.5, when I was
ch ut I 20 nw applyin; for my eitizenship papers. 1
wrked : 0 31 to nbut July 1942 as a di; cr. I have nw
been back since abut Feb, or March, T went osver to P.M.A. in 1932 at
the tine I didn't kn>i much 2but 14 8> 1 just vicnt alon: with the rest.
I ha” 1little proferance at the tinmc. I real in 1941 about Elsh ff buying
Mine BA%, It didnfi make any difference wh> owned the Mine I was just
worrlerin vhen it would rcopen., I was always sctisfiec with the way P.M.J.
naniled thin_s at Minc ®a", 4t the time #1sh ff bouht Mine " I was not
approzchel cbout | oin to UMY, I heerd runors that “lshoff mi ht operats
min: A thru Mine B, I felt I w.uli be .ut :f a job, that he wml! necha-
nise then an’ make e mine »ut of § hear® run>rs that ~lshoIT would
only wperate mine A as a U.M.W. mine J_htol. us that he would
sce Elsh ff about this at the last P.M.4. meetin,. when I heard about
this I felt that if I could . et ancther job I would never .o back,
s rt of appointei hinsclf to sec Elshoff., At one »f the last P,M.4. Doet~
in s there was a fi ht r scuffle, I heard of the meetin  at Redmans Hall
I heard of the peetin_ at the
: ub but J1dn't £ there. was not o nenber of any comittee and I
dd nat o to Elsh:ffs >ffice or Eahmttlsons after thc Blks meetin , I
jine” the U,M.7. at the Miners Bld, on the 7th flsor. “hey had a majority anl
, 54 iy formed a local and there was nothing for us to do but si n up.
' “Jas there and he t511 us we noed not worry about any picket or any-
his ncetin  was held ¢ ;1ve us a last chance to o aver to U K.W.

nT was b.rn

e ¢
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XE, JOUN L, LEJIS, ET 4L

-
INTTRVIE D befre the nine spened. The mine was ;oin; to open as
U.M,W. and you had to sign up if you wanted to work.
continued) Now things under U.K.W, are Just about like they were

under P,M.A., At first it was pretty tough but it is
about the same now. I have read this 2 page statement and it is all true to
the best «f .iy knowledge & belief, 1 am signing it of my own free will."

/s/
Al MFBI
, R Sorine, . T11.

o ——
Y
e, ¥ .5. 1, Sept. 18, 1943

St. Paul, ¥Minn."

ey
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RE: JOBN L. LEWIS, ET AL

i

v
E
Ty

LT Nls Nome,

Springfield, nois. At tho time of thism
ndvised that he had no criminal rocord, Hms friendly and en-
tircly cocporativeo, he scamod te have a falr knowledge of pertinent metters
but had a goud denl of trouble expressing himself in English. 1In the ovent

it is decmod advisable to ¢ull him os a witness, it is felt he will be en~
tirely willing and will moke a foir witness.

-nve the following signod stetemont:

Springfield, Ill.
Sopt. 18, 1943.

ny em giving this information to”
vho huve identified thomselvos as being Specia on
¢ Foe Be 1o No throets or promises hove been made mo to give this infor-
£ o1 JBLI'E BED, i om ot Mins & yst & stvartsd
nb& es ¢ diggor« In 193! ! c!angl e! ovor to P. H. A. 28 ovorybody
went over & therc wero better conditions & no ergumente or fights., I

hcard from other mon that Bill Ryan sold Minc A & olsoc hoard that Mine A

would stoy shut down & that thoy would tcko coel out of Mine A thru Mine B.

I went out to Mine 4 & ec & ho Bnid I should wait c while & that

the mine might re=-opon s I wento get my mining poper from him. Several

men, *bznd anothor mon told mo that at 1 o'clock the following °

zy there woula o moeting ot Rodmen's Helle. elso said to mo that

ne hoed seen Elshoff who sald that if thoy woent over to Ul Ne We ho would ro=
open Mino A& otherwise hc would let it shut down, wos with
who 1s Whon I saw I believo

intsmuch as I wasn't working 1 told him T would ¢ U. M. He if the

others did. I wont to meoting ot Rednman Hnll & 8 in chargo &

he told us that on Sundny thoro would be o mecting ot the Elk's Club., I

did not attond the meetings et P. M. A, Hcll regarding this matter, I wont

tc Elk's Club meeting too & srw Edmundson & 4 other mon but I don't know

when thoy camo. startod the whole businese ot tho Elk's Club.

2 fie had & Btanding vouo & so did I as I felt if I didn't thgy would throw
bt us out, I did not wunt to go back to U, M. W. but I had to otherwise 1
ST would not hove 8 job & I did not want to sec any trouble. Now st Kino A we
get docked & novor know why but under P, M. Ae wo worc told & thenwe hed
Pit Cormittec but now under U. M. H. just cbout § or 6 mon run the whob
local & wo miners don't have o thing to sry cny more. It nover woe liks
this under P, M. A. At thu Elke Club Edmundson snid 4f wo signod up then
"4t wouldn't cost anything but if wo signod up loter it would cost us $10.00
or moroc & he nlsc esuid ho would gumranteo that Mine A would ro-opon in & fow

B e s —
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RE: JOENY L. lEJIS, ET AL

INMTERVIET WITH days so we 61l signed up curds there. I
signod up t¢ get a job & not bocausc I liked
U. M, 7. but I noedod work., I nover belonged
: to a comittec then & I did not go todfice
of BEllsheff or Edrundscn. I wont home & then wont to work at Mins & even
tho 3%t wt: U, K. Vi. Things wcroe better under P. M. h. then under U, M. W.
Tho men don’s have ruch to sty now amy more. I have had Agent road
tc mc this (3) throc poge steotoment & it is truc & correct to tho bost of
my knowledge & I have signed it of my own frec will.

/+/

Lcnt inuod,

Miitnosses:

/s/
Srecizl Aront F. B. 1.

/s/ Q!IIIIIIIIIII!!I!
pceicd) Lgint, Yo Be I

St. Prul, Minn.
Springficld, Ill.

Sopt. 18, 1943."

- 280 -



1
1B
M
t

Re: JOHN L. LE4IS, ETAL.

INTERVIE.W WITH The following investigation was conducted by Special Agentis
and J AN -+ Svrineficld, Illinois
0.’2 (¥ = e ke —Si _943= N

at Springfield, Illinois, Agents
interviewe with the help of * as_he was
unable to understand or speak the English language. ¢ advised _

has never been arrested in his life and it is felt he would make a very poor
witness as he did not seem to know much sbout the pertinent period and if he
is to be a witness and interpreter would have to be obtained for him.

! , e . D ——
Agents obtazined the following statement ﬁhi@hw
as she said he can't write. This statemcnt 15 a _

R
gprll ng!:.l € !EI, -

Sept. 15, 1943
7. [N i ve the following information to_

e aontified themselves es being Special Agents of
has scted as interpreter for me., I was born in

come to U.S, about & became a citizen in

or years & I quit in Jan., 1942 as I got sick.

d over to P.E.A. so I did too, It never made any

In 1941 everybody else joined over to
I had not

signed fo
follows:

worke ¢ b
1932 everybody Joine
differcnce to what union I belonged.
UMV, so I did too & I never was thrcatened or forced to sign up.

been told by anyone that Mine A would be ¢losed if it didn't go over to U.XK.W.
I heard that Kinc 4 might be kept closed & opcned thru Minc B. To me one

union was just like snother a
one meeting on a Sunday & we

sign anything then,

s ]

nd I didn't care which one was there. I went to
voted over then & raised our hands but I didn't

Spec. 4‘;gtu F.B.1. (Kil‘)
Springfield, I11.
Sept. 15. 1943,

!negﬂiai nzlen! l !I
1al agent, F.

=-r
4
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REB: Jomw . rawiS, BTAL , ie

INTERVIEW WITH At I1linois, Spooinl Agonts
R - intor riamod
on Scp or 17, 1943. Ho stated ho hod novor

arrostod in his lifo. It was notod that ho is o rather intelligont porson and
answorod ths quostions in o olear tono of voica. Ho socoms to know what wont
em ot the m.~.os and ho appoarod to bo honest nnd wvory cooporative. It 4s felt
that ho wouiu moko & very good witness if his tostimony woro nocossary. :

Tondemorerd evard o0 o
debd WASL ¥ LW A,

Sopt. 17, 1943
" give the following informotion to
o hovo idontifiod thamsolvos s Spocial Agants
of tho + No romisos hove boon mado to mo to givo this in-
A —

T™ -~
dids BD W

&

P>
oa
<o
2]

statononts

JRp———y T o e ar o -

formation., I am mow omployod O p
diggor for msbout a yoor. I quit Mino A thon & had workod thero abou
yoars. I wos born in In 1832 I Joino
PHi as all the rost did. miko an difforonco to mo which union wag
thore & I nover had ony trouble boforo or aftor 1932 with elthor UMV or PMi.
I hoard it from othors & from papors thot ELSHOFF bot Mino A, I was almost
suro thoro would bo o ochanzo thoro & that I would havo to go book to UM
bocauso ELSHOFF had Mino B and hod so much troublo beforo at Mino B, I
don't worry so it didn't bothor mo 4f I wont back o dig coal or not but I
wos anxious to got baock tc werk then. No cno saw me personclly ubout Jeining
ovor tc UK. Thoro was o lot of tall that BLSHOFF might toko oonl from Mine
L thru Mino B & I folt 44 could havo boon done thon. I honrd thot EDMUNDSEN
told & ocormittoo or somo mom that ELSHOFF seid if thoy wont to UM ho would
opon Mino 4 a% onoo, othorwisc ho was going to toka econl out thru Mino B :
end thot our PMA local would havo to join ovor to UMY & thon I folt ELSHOFF
would cut thru from 4 €0 B. I w ont baok to UMV boosuse tho local & mn jority
votod to go bock so thoy would not havo to starvoe during tho winter. I ate
tondod about 3 mootings thon. At-tho Blk's Club & Rodmun Hall & PMh, }Z"ms
at tho mootings at tho FMA. I roocall it was a spocial mooting & I hoard about
it from othor mon. Somothing hopponod thoro that might. B8owo committoq wos
sont out & I hoord soms mon jumpod on tho ocommittoe & I did not see it, Thie
committoo did not soo anyono to my rocollootion. I undorstond it woe o *-

el wnTTad mandef omm rammtn Amd Awrmue Tws DI APOL ad Y Mo Al ol e
VNMALE Vel UMW LRIV Wl LLE, u: wWad i GBLUGG OVOT WY ik Viidi4WikkibDe AV UUVLBRAVLLE

woro ronchod thon to my roocllootion. I also hourd of mooting at Rodman mi_l
frem othor minors & I dontt kmow why it wos hold thoro. Tho looal offiecials”
prosided ovor it, too. I don't bolicvo EDMUNDSON woas thoro to my rocollootion.
Evarybody wos tonlking thoro. At PUL mooting soio PMA offiolnl said wo cught
to stay & fisght. Lt Rodman Hnll I just don't roeonll what wos said anymore.
Thoy scid thoy wore going to havo anothor mooting lator. I wont to o mooting
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RE: JOHW L. 1EWIS, ETAL

INTERVIE: WITH at Blks Club on o Sunday aftornoon. Wo voted to go

ck to UM7 by o standing voto. Al) votod %o go
QUTINUE back under the siroumstoncos. 8 dn [0
‘ chargo of tho mooting & ho told us tho

quosticn ¥23. I4 wos oithor to go back %o UMY or to pickot Mino & & thon
ELSHOFF w..'. +toko ooal from Mino A thru Mino B. Somoono get EDMUNDSON thon,
too, & ho wos %horo. Sovoral mon oomo in with EDMUNDSON. EDMUNDSON tnlkod
te us & snid what thoy would do & that ho would soo that Hino 4 would ro-
opon & thot thoy oould have thoir owm loocl & officors. I think wo signed up
that aftornoon ovor tc UMW, I did not oattond any mooting at EDMUNDSONS or
ELSHOFFS offioo. I oould not soo any difforenco botwoon UM7 & PMA oxoept
thot tho dock boss got strictor but duos wero nbout the samo. I avver had
eny complaint agrinst Pif: 8t ony timo & thoy handlod trirss smoothly whilo
ot Mino A. Wo mon wont back to UiN to koop off pickot linos & bootuso thoy
noodod jobs & did net want to soc things happon o~ Ming A as thoy did at
Mino B whon 21l tho troublo was thore. I havo had Agon otad to me
this throc (3) paso statomont & it is truc & correoot to thoe Dost of my imow-

lodgo, 1 am signing this of my own froo will.

signod ([ EEEEENENR
Imitnossosz '
paci sant,

st. Paul, Minn,

!pocla! ngcn!, Al-IBI

Springficld, Ill,
Sopt. 17, 1943"
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RE: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL

INTERVIEY R The following investigation was conducted by

at Springifield, B, On 56
18, 1543,

£t his residence - pringfield, Illinois -
Agents inte:riewed wno advised he nas no criminenl record.
It was noted that he very cooperative, end he expressed himself rather

good, oven though he is an elderly man, and he seemed to have a good knowledge
of whot went on., It is felt that he would mrke o fair witness.

Agents obtained from him the following signed s tatement:
I ullpringfield, Ill.
Bopt. 18, 1943

"1 pive the following information to F
Bcnd Who are knowm to be to be Specicl Agents o o
. No thretts or promises have boon mnde me to get me to do this.
" gen £t ¥ine A& since 1928 es o digger. I wns born in
4 I became & citizen obout -

In 1932 whenwe changed from U, M. 7. to P, M, &, I jolned the
F. M. L, becouse everybody else did. I Jjoined because if I wanted to stay
¢t Mine 4 anéd work I hed to join. I don't core much which union we have
howover the Progressives were a littlo bit worse, thay would fine you and
not tell you why.

".hen Elr hoff took over Minme A I got £ letter from Ryen telling
me of this. I tlsc read of it in the paper. I hecrd that Elshoff wcos
going to teke the coal from Mine A through Minse B, if t hie happened we Mine
4 men would be out of a job. No one came to see mo about going beck to U,
¥. v. I heard he wos just going to run one mine with U, ¥..i, men. T
didn't much care sbout this I felt I could get & job some place.

"I attended & meeting r.t the P, M, A. there they discussed whe=-
ther we were going to fight to stey Progressive like they hud ot Mine B or
whether we would go over to U, M. *Il. and not have to fight. The F. M, A+
officers would 1ot the men tolk if they tolked their woy but if they didn't
they would not let them trlk. They hod o committee which reported that "
Elshoff hnd snid he would opon the ¥ine with U. M. W. othorwise ho would
lanve 1t shut dowm. I didn't see cnmy fights I heard about them.

"We had o moeting tt the Redman’s Holl to0 seg whet we were going
to do, this wts to see whit Elshoff wos going to do. vas in
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RE: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL

INTERVIEW charge of this meeting he told us that Elshoff
had said if we signed up with U, M. ¥, he would
ontinued open the mine but he wamn't going to open it ,

'ith P. M. h.

"The mesting 8t Blks Cludb was clsc in charge ofq this was to
geo whot we were poing to do, they geve us papers to sign up lor the U. M.
W. end ell .ere but 26 signed. Edmundson come over after we had signed up
with U, M, ¥, He said he was glad we had come back sc there would be no
trouble., He told us we would not heve to pay sny initiation fee. 1 « gned
up that afternoon. I signed up with U. M, %W, becouse I liked them better
because they are all over the U. S. and Canndn. The Progressives are only
e smnll orpgonizntion eand they cen't push anything.

"] wos not on any committee in connection with the Union switch.
I did not go to the office of Edmundson or Elghoff ofter this meeting. Con-
ditions £t Yine A are very good and the stme as they always were.

"I have hcd Agent rend to me this 3 page handwritten state~
ment and it is all true nnd correct to the best of my knowledg. I amsign~
ing this stetement of my owm free will, .

*ssgrec NN,

"Hitnessed:

/-

) ecinl Apont F. B. I

 S——
pecinl Agent, F. B. 1.

5t. Pﬂul' Minn,

"Springfield, Il1,
Sept. 16, 1943."
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nes JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL

INTERVIET WITH The following investigation was conducted by
R o o G-
- t Springiield, 8 on Seplem
nts went to the residence of W
Springfield, Illinois an® he acvise o

nstant investigation but had nothing to cay about it as he did not know a
thing about it, and he denied that anyone told him not to say anything.

He was interrogated by Agents and shorthand notes were taken
by igent ich are being retaincd in the exhibit caction of this

Py B P e ooy gy b B bom Yemmin md YVden b o1 . A
¢zsc. He advised agents he has been at Uine A about
ars, that he is on the top, doesnft asscciate with t.!eml5 !E! -
is a dock boss. He further said he is a citizen of the United States

and was born in He s2:4 he has not been con-
tacted by anyone 1n regard to this investigation and that he did not know
at

hing about it. He also said it does not make any difference to him what
on he belongs to just so he has a job. advised he was at Mine A
in 1932 and went over the way the bunch went. said just soc he works is
all that he cares about. He advised there was a meeting at the Elks -

Club and that they voted to go into UMW and that that was the only neeting
he attended. He furthor said he did not know why they voted that way. BHe
gtated that all he wanted was work and he did not carc anything about the
union at all. According to here was a notice in the paper about the
mecting to bo held. He advised that he heard through somsone that Cerl
Elshoff was going to buy thc mine A and that he aleo heard it in the
papers., He also adviscd he did not know if Elshoff was going to reopen
Minc A or not and that he nover hecard anything zbout going through Mino B.
He zlso snid nobody contzeted him about going back to Minc A. He further
said he did not know if the men wicre satisfied with PMA or not and that

he did not attend vecry many meotings and that he still does not go to

many. He also advisced he never hcard anything that Elshoff would only open
Mine A as UMW, 4t the Elks Club ho said the men just voted over to WW

and that the chairman got up and took a vote and that ___‘m up

and asked what way. He further said that after the meeling Hay dson
came ovor but that Edmundson did not say anything but just took them imto
the UMW union. said he voted to go back to W and that he went along

with the rest of thc men and he said he gucssed his job depended upon
which way he voted and he agdn said he did not know why thcy votod over
N, also said hc wasn't ¢ nenmber of any committee and that he &id

not go over to Elshoff's office after the mecting nor to the Leland Hotel.

He also said that since Minc A has becn UXV his job is jJust the same and perk~r

& little better now es he now has one job to do vhile with FMA he had
threo or four things to do, He further said he did not kmow why they changed
back nor vhere Elshoff got the moncy to purchase Mine A. - said this
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL

TERVITEH WITH is all that he knows and that it is true to his
knowledge and he said he would not sign anything
continved) ~ -even if it were writien up. He said it Faintt

none of his business" and that he doesn't bother
with anytiing out there and that he didn't vant to get mixed up in the
matter. He Curther said he 4s still working out there and they don't
bother him anc he doesn't bothcr them and just so he works ia a}l he
cares about. He also advised he never has been arrested in his life.

It is felt that! vould make & poor witness but it is felt
he has not told the truth and probably has been contactzd by somcone to

kecp still. .
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Re: JOHN L, LEWIS, ET AL

INTIRVIEW WITH The following investigation was oconducted
at Springfield, nois, on September 16, 1943:
At his residence Springfield, Illinois, ‘
=zents inter*iewed“dvised he never has been
arrcsted in l..s life. hLe also edvised agents he was not contacted by anyone

s mas 8 an v mver miraablane
v o

in regard to being seen by Federal men and l.s said he would answer any quesiic
he could, It was noted that *s rather intelligent and appears to
know & lot about union matters anc, &8s noted in his statement, he is in favor
of UMW and has been for yesars,

%
2!]
1

It is to be noted thatf] wovld not sign the statement which
he gave and which is set out hereinmafter. It is felt that_would make
s rather impressive witness, :

i~ T N . L1 M = P A e o S —
lThe fellowing 15 Tthe unsigned sietement ODLALNSd AT m—

pringfield, .

Sept. 16, 1%43.

" give the following information toﬁ
who have identified themselves as Special Agents of the ¥.B.l. '
o threats or promises have been made me to give this information,

& became
a citizen thru my father. I have been 8% Mine A since am still there
as a company man., In 1832 I went Frogressive because everybody else did &
1 would never have split if 1 had anmything to do with it, 1 did not have

Viae

anything to do with getting U.1L.W, back again at Mine A.

"] was born i & came to U, 5. in

"] read in the paper in 1941 that Ryan sold Mine A to Elshoff & 1
wag worried & lot about it as I felt kine A would shut down &s I felt that
Elshoff would not operate Mine A, While P,lM,A, was at Mine A I had no
complaint against them at all, ¥o one saw me in regard to going dack to
U.H.W. at all., I hsard that they were going to drive an entry from line B
fnto Mine A & 1 know that could not be done as it would cost too much te

do 1t altho it could be done. I never heard that Elshoff would open Mine &

: if men Joined U,M.W, I attendod & meoting at Frogressive Hall. That was a
5 regular meeting If I remembor right & that was the last P.M.A, meeting I

- attended, They discussed the matter & they had a controversy there so I
left & went home, _told us all it was one of those dad situations
2 that we would have to wait till the whistle blew, I heard they had an
argument or fight down stairs later on but I had gone. I heard later on
there were some strong arm men there at the meeting from the southern part
of Illinois. No committes were appointed while I was there, I also
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Re: JOHN L., LEWIS, ET AL

INTERVIET attended the meeting at the Elks Club & I heard -
sbout it thru someway & I voted to go back to U.M.W.
continued) & it was & standing vote. I always have been a

UMW, since & that was why I wvoted over & my
job also bothered me, but I felt it wou e better for us all to get
together agair under U.M,N. I believe the local P.M.A. officers had charge
of it. was the temporary chairman. I don't recall just what was
:nid at the meceting regarding goling back to UM W. The vote was taken to see
il we wanted to go back to UMW, 1 voted of my own froe will, I wes not on
any committees then. I came home after meeting at Elks Club. I believe Ray
Fdmundson was called over to the meeting & he didn't have much to say & I
believe we 11l signed up then at the meeting to be with UMW, Since Mine A
has been changed back to UM.W, I don't see & particle of difference as dues
are same now &s they were under P,M.,A, 1 hove read this three (3) page
statement 2 it is truec & correct & no one influenced me to vote the way I
did, This is 8ll true but I won't sign anything unless I first ges our
attorney !r. Fitzgerald, who is the attorney for the union.

"{This st~tement was road by

"hitnesses: (*'z he said it was
{true but he would not sign it.
SR ().
Special Agent, F.B.T.

St, Paul, Ninn. -

m— e
peci B.I. (Milw,)

Springlield, Ill.
Sept. 16, 1943."

e S U

- 299 -



s

S —— - ERIPR e Sy oge 2atns su gy 0k EAE

4

e

G - O

REy JUHN Lo LEWIS. ET AL.

INT The following inve

stigation was oon-
duoted Special agents * and
g o o o1 TR
43+ «t his residen Springfield, Illinois, mgents
intervioswed who advised he hag no eriminal reoorde.
It was nes.? That he is rathor illiternte and although he understood

tho quostiods l" cnswers were in o very low tore aof voioce and it is
N
R e )

L.
9.—.‘14— by wmraas ey st etk dewe
L0 {0 WoVa Uiy pULUL WL WUROw

ter

a3

]

Be furnished the following statemcnt but said ho would not sign
it unless he roally had to and inaemuoh 25 ho wons old 1t wos up to him
to deoide whether or not he wunted to sign the stmo he scid he would not
sign it but that it wis truo.

T e -
WAL -I.u&l.d.\.iu’ FE vy 3

Septombeor 165, 1943,

"1, SRS :ivc tho following information to

m identifiod thomsclves to mo os
Spe SE G «BeI. No throats or pramiscs havo boon made

mo t¢ give this Iinformatiun & I om giving it of my own free wille

ny . e 1o DR ;. ... ... .. Tr o 2. S,

& WAD U & 24 Add L WAl W Jeld e L‘&-
became 0 oitizen in .in Springfield, 1!1. I huve been et Mino 4
B8 yeurs & I'm etill there ns o diggere In 1932 I wont P.M.ue 08 I
bolieved 4t wos the bost union thone Now it don't make any difforenoco
to whot union I belonge I hoord thot EILSHUFF hud bot Mine . when the
timc oome to opon up in tho fnll of 1841. It didn't nuke any diffcrence
to mc whot huppenede I heurd fran other miners wo would have to joln
UM 7. Af we wanted to go baok to worke I was antisfiod with both P.Mui,
& UM e & 1t didn't noke oany difforanoo whot union wus thoros No ane
agked me them to jolo over to U.MeWe 1 mover hoard thut ELSHEFF would
toko ootl out thru Mine B fram Mino Ae I nover hoard that ELSHFF
would olose Mine i unless it wos U,M.VJ. I cttonded onc mooting ut P.Mdie
hall & thoy huod an argunent thoro & tolk was as to whether wo would
gc bagk to work or not & I think thoy decided Yo go book whothor
undor P.Hens or UMW & I don't roonll if orny ocommittocs woro node us
I don't undorstund things voery wolle I did not cttend eny neeting ot
Elks Club or ot Rodman's Halls 1 signed up for U.M.e buck ot Hino &

when it ro=oponcde Binoco U,M.Ws hos boon book at Mine A things oro just

the sanc fur mo ns thoy were undor Pdiene I had o sign wp with
U.Ms 28 tho HMine A wns that wuy and in ourdor to go to work I had

tu join up as tho loocl wont thut woy I hoord altho I did mot vote over
thot waye I did not know thoro woro tc bo any moetings ut tho Elks
Club & ot Rodmon's Hulle, &s for I an oanocorned just so I huve a job is
811 I oaro for & it don't mutter which unin is there fur nes I have
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REs JOHN L. LE&TIS, ET sl,

INTERVIE?‘iii
gcntinued
fitnesscs,

Snooial agent, FeBel.

8t. Puul, Hinn.

Socce wpte FeBel, (Milw)
Soringfield, Ill.,
Sept. 16, 1943."

hud igont reand this two (2) pugo stoto-
nont to no & is ¢true & oorroct to the bost

of ny knowledge und I will not sign it tho une
lcss it is cbsovlutoly noocssary bubt it is trues
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Res JOWN L. LEWIS, ET AL

TWIICRVIT, WITH The following invostigation wag conducted by Special
— hgents %mdpat Springfield,
Illinois, on septombor s 1 :

it his rosido Springfield, Illinois,
agcnts iztoiviowed who advisii that up until about five

years &Zo oo 50 he also was known which laat nome was
that of hi:

S ————————— . . . . o - ) . M @ 9020
* put that ho legally had hils pame changed 1;0—
cnd thot it was origina ly_

advised apents

C ncver was convacted of ony erime.
appearcd %5 be rather intellijent and ho took great
price in telling czents of his activities in connoctma with ¥Vinc ®A%,
He would mzke o gaﬂd witncss if his testimony is necessory.

ubents obtoined from him the following signed stotement:

"Sc
Springfield, 11!o ‘

n » give the following stotement to *

who are known to me to be Speoeian) Agonts o
thc F. B. I. Ko threats or promises have beon mado me to procure this
stztemont,

"1 was born

I first joincd o mine union
in Springfield, Ill. about : edialis
I am nor wor a )

LI i til August 1943 as o drivor.
—— T - X .
" hen thc switch camo in 1932 we didn't want to go over to P,ILA.
but it looked like there was nothing olss wo could do. I took mo netive
part in this. From 1932 to 1841 thero was always sorw who wanted to return
" to DY, ,, 1 was onc of thom., There was no certain group but you could :
, toll the way some of them fclt they wanted to go back. Thore was no
i iy active organizing or agitation to return to U.KN, P.M.A. local 51 was
'i Just like ony other wnion ae far as I low. Kine A was closed each yoar
57 o seosonal shut down, Thorco waig nr rumor when the mine ahut down that
the uninn would be changed to UJM.7, Tho first I lkmow was when along
in the £211 it came cut in the papors that Elshoff had bought the minoe,
Aftor this was in the poper overy man you mat on the strect scemed to
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Re: JORY L, LW/IS, ET AL

INTERVIEW VITH foel that the only way we could go back to work was as

U.M. W, Also the men wore geotting tired of the dues that
comtinuc thoy were having to pay P, M.A, I havo paid as high as

12 or 14 dollars a month for dues & assessmonts to P.F.A.
I don't know why the duc® in P,M.A. are so high. Ko one epproached me
about goiny to the meeting to change over to P.M,A, I wus of the first to
start tryizg %o get a meoting orgenized to discucs among all the miners
working at niro A os to what we would do. ““hen anyono got up in a P.M.A,
mceting to discuss this matter the P,M,A, officials were standing around
reedy to pounce on us and wouldn't let us talk., At one of the P,M,A.
mectings & committee was appionted of 6 or 8 men, by the union mombers.
They were to go to sec E1sholf as to what was to be dore. The P.M.A,
officials wouldn't gct infornmation as to what was going to happon and
wouldn't accept the committco nppointed, Somc of those on the committee

L2 c L] [

one Flshoff but we couldn't get hin. 46 wo wont out amﬁé
ongc pushed nd hit me in ths back of the head with their fist,

here wos o group around the door of and somo others they held
*back when the rest of us wont out and boat him up on tho floor.

ic did not get in touch with Elshoff bu ontacted with Falsotti and
we all went out to sce him. He told us when the Company buys anything
it has a controct with U,M.". nlrcady and he gucssed whatever was bought
would have to be that way too. He Bald they really did not know if they were
going to open Hino A or not that they might get the eoel out of Mine A
through Minc "B". He dicén't say eo but it wos fclt that this would kmock
us out of & job, Tec thon tald Falsciti that we wanted to go over to U.M.W.

anywoy because of the dues tho P.M.A. was charging us. We did icll him we

would like for them to kcep Vine A molng and not abondon it, nd
I went around with a chock paper to sce if the men wantod to go back to
UM%, or wanted to stay PJO.A, We got over a hundred names and only one
man turned us down. e told them we were going to have & ploec in tho paper
asnouncing a mceting wo hod a mecting at Redmants hall and about 95 to 100
mon were there. This meeting was about & weck before the meeting nt the
Elks Club. ~.e t0ld the men at this mecting what Falsetti had said and asked
them if it would be OK to zo sec the U M.W. officials., T/ told them we
would put in the papers when and where ansther moeting wos to be held. _All
s¢ rmen wanted to go over to U.M,W. Tle went up to U.M.,7., and saw
% 7o told him how the men felt and evon suggested that Edmunds
o the men ot o meeting & oxplain the U,!,7. proposition, The
following Sundoy aftcrnoon we held a meoting ant the Elks, This nceting wos
announced in tho paper & about 240 men woro there. was tho man
in chargo of tho meceting. He had not previcusly beon contactod by us.
E‘:as at the last P.M.A. noeting montisned, he was not at the meoting at
cdman'e Hall though, *ere—tﬂo officers under P.M.A,. .

whn attcnded this meoting and carricd Sver as UMW, officlals,
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R¢: JORM L, LEWIS, ET AL

IVTIRVIT. TITH "it the Elks Club meoting we explained to the mon what
had happened, ‘ve haé previsusly seen Edmundson and he
had said he would be zlad €5 have us return, 7e told

Liiatl. arera s LRS- ¥ RSy e — R vl 2

the mon what Folsett and Edmundson had told
us ond that Edrundson w25 in town and would come up and talk to us, this
was after the vote to rcturn to U,K.T, this was a standing vote and There
was not o on. agoinst it, Another fellow 2nd I went down and asked
Edmundson to come up which he did. Ee gave o short talk and told the men
when they eame over to ULlf.W. He would do 2ll he could to keep ¥ine A going.

"The men were zivon cards for the U,Y, 7, that night so they would
f "e

know how many members we hac. Thot same cvening Union officors were elected
anc¢ later on I think we went over tn Edmunisons cffice aa” wore sworn in,

Ldrundson that night we asked him if he couldn't get the mine oponed right
away, he told us that hc would see if he could get in touch with him. We
thern went to tho Leland nnd had é: or and then over to Elshoffts office
where we waited until hc came down. 1 cont know how Eémundson rot in touch

It Tlab 0o na Aa T et .
with Elshoff. LCMUNGeon C}'LPlﬂiﬁCﬂ tn Lishoff that thz men wanted t5 Z0 over

to U5 . and ho wanted Elshoff to sign a contract. Elshoff said hc didnt't
wart to sirn until he kmew the mon had made up thelr mind and wouldn't change
back to P.M.A, 2néd I both told Ilshoff thot wc had over 240 at
thce meeting and mc at 12 others on tho street and they had sizned up.
"¢ t~21d hin he ndods not warry that thero would be nn troubles T wnited
till aftcr 12 midnite before sizning a contract as Llshoff didn't want to
sicn cn Sunday. T dont know of their being anything spocicl about this
contract., The minc cpened ir about o week after this. A1l tho mon joined
the U.M... of thoir own free will, The men Joincd to ktep Yino 4 from being
shut cown and to get away from the hizh P24, dues. I don't rccall anything
obout any letter inviting the Vinc "A" mon to Join the U.L.T. It is possible
to oporotc Yinc "AY throu?h the shaft of Mino "B" and at one time they
actually started t- tunnelin' and went about 40 foct and stopped, I hcard
n~thinz about where Elshoff gt the monoy to buy Mine “A™. I nevor received
cne penny far anything I dié in rogurds to this matter. !y intorost was

just to keep Mino A going and to keep a job for myself and the other mem.

el

P - = e

"1 have had fxgon‘ﬁﬁ rcad this § paro handwritten statement
to me. It is to the best »f my knowledse and belief all the truth and junt
as I havo told it to tho azents, I am si*ninv this of my own free will,

"Sizned S
v — . -

"

Spec. Lgt, F.B,I, (Milw,)

Special Azent, F.B.l.,
St. Paul, Xinn, "Sprinzficld, Il1,
------- - sept‘ 10’ 1943..



Ret JORM L. LETIS, ET AL

in recard to the pcrseons mentioned above,
Y

1¥TERVIZ. LITH
s sti He said that

continuzd
still ot Hine A,

end that both
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RE: JOHN L. LEGIS, ET AL.

INTERVIE.: L1TH as interviewed at hid residence, SR
| Springfield, Illinois, om the aftermoon
of septemper 18, 1943, by Special hgentsH

AR, - - v-:sc: of eversge in-
teﬂigence, and would make an everage withcsss He declined to sign the
following stetement on the general prinociple thet be doez not sign things.
He read it over, however, and assured that it was truc as far as his
xnowledge of affairs was conoerned.

®Springfield, Ill.
September 18, 1943,

By name is _ I was born in_
1

1 am now employed at Mite A, I moke the following ) 4o T
ment to mdm who heve identified
themselves to me to be Specia ents 0 e redcrnl Bureau of Investigstion.

¥o promses, threets, or consideration of eny kind has beon nade to me to
make this statement.

*] have worked at Mine & for about ,years. I wes employed there
when Ryen sold the minc. Prior to thrt time I had heard no talk among the

men about chenging unions, 1 think they were =setisfied with the union as
it was. I know that I was satisfied with the Progressive Mine vorkers of
hmerica. 1 do not know wmy the men changed unions. I did not see amy men
or talk to them about the change. I did not cspecially care what they did
gbout unions. Either union would be alright with me. I did not go to any
meetings where this matter was discussed. I went back to work. I did not
sign en application to join the UN.. I had my card in the P transforred,
and went on working as before the mine had been sold,.

*I do not know much more sbout the situstion than that. I do not
see that there is any change in working conditions than under the Progressive
Mine workers. 4t the time I was satisfied with the Fvi. Now I am satis-

fied with the WM.,

®I have read tho above stetement on this page. It is true and
accurate,

FBI,
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Ro:- JOHN L. LEVIS, ET AL

ointly interviewed at his
on September 18,
1943, by Special Agents and
” at which time he furnished the following siavement. He was sagel
o discuss the matter invclved, and stated he would be a willing witness to
testify to the facts as set forth below:

WDV TE H

"Springfield, Illinois
September 18, 1943

"1 make the following voluntary statement to
an whom I know to be Special Agents of

the Federal Burcau of Investigation, U. §. Department of Justice.

"I reside at m, Springfield, I11, I am presently
employcd at Mfine 4 as a cigger, ang have workcd there continuously since

about June, 1832, I was born on

"The first mine union I joined was the UM% in Junse, 1832 at iline A,
1 voluntarily joined thc Fia in September, 1932 with the majority end I
favorcd the PMa after 1932. In 1941 I first learned Elshoff had purchased
line 4 from Ryan from thc nowspapers. My reaction, after kmowing about the
previous Mine B trouble, was that &lshoff would sign a contract with the UMW
and 1 would have to join the UM%, the Unitcd Kine %orkers of America, to keop
my job. I would rather have worked for Ryan. B

" hen Ryan operated the minc, it was a good place to work, and the
working conditions were very satisfactory.

"] 4id not hcar the rumor that Elshoff might operate Mine A4 through
Yine B or that it would stay closed until we joined the United ¥ine Workers.

"] only attended two Piia meetings, meaning tho Progressive Mine
“orkers of America, when the men of the PMA local at ilino & were discussing
joining the UIf;. One was at the PMA Eall and ome was at the Elks Club.

"I received notice of the FMA Hzll meeting from the newspapers,
They 2id not decide anything at that meeting, but wanted to got in touch
+ith Plshoff to determine what he was going to do. A couple of the men
vent out of the meeting to tclophone klshoff, but could nct reach him, There
was & fight on the stairway between some PMA members who did not want the
local to join the T, I did not seg the fight, and the meeting broke up.

"] am not interested in either union. I foelt that the men were

going to join the MF!, and that if I wanted to continue working at Mino &,
I would havc to join alse. It is my opinion that the only mon who went to

- 307 -



S ¢ o

the Elks Club meeting had already decided to join the
M, 1 had learned of the meeting from the newspopers.

Re: JOHN L. LEVIS, ET AL
Presided at this meceting, and in a standing

INTERVIET 2
continued
votc they voved to joim the GN. After that, Ray

Tdmmdson of U7 was oalled in and he brought a notary public with him. All
thc men filled out UL membership cards. After this, h(phonetic)

*] hcard talk st the Mine A, among the miners that there had been a
meeting in the wesh house at the mine last weck before work in the morning,
and somc UMT officisls whose names I do not know, had stated that the miners
should be careful whet thcy said to the F.B.I. agents and instructed the
miners not to sign anything. Since I was not at the meecting, I can nob
furnish accurate information about this.

"The working conditions at Mine A have becume worse since Elshoff

"] havc carefully read this statcment consisting of two and one
quarter pasges, and it is true and correct to the best of my kncwiedge.

o  rEE -
signed)

" litnessed:

A -
pceeial Agent, F.B.I.
A o)

Speciel Agent F.B.I."

H
v
3
f
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Re: JOHN L. 1LH IS, ET AL.

ITERVIE T ITH ﬂ Springfielq,
J1llinois, vas Jointly interviered at his residence on
September 13, 1943 by Special Agents a
He is presently employed as a dirger a ne edid
not desire vhe change of operators and stated ELSHCFF treated the men like
slaves vYhen he first started operations at 'ine A. He attended the four
meetings prior to the shift of line A employees to the Tif but is vague
on details of these neetings. He executed the follovwing written statement.

Xy
ek,

#Springfield, Iilinois
September 13, 1943

{4 _ T malie the folloving: voluntarj statement to
1 vhon I knovr to be Special Agents

and I
of tge Fegera Bureau g !%um, U.S. Depeiinent of Justice.

"I presently reside at Springfield,
Illinois. T am presently employed at lane d, T1linois as
a mine digger. I vas bom atm
I first joined the United Mine Lorkers o jerics, reierred t. narsin-

fter as the ML A at the V.oodside lfine Local 999 at Springfizid, in
h 1 renained a member of the U§ A until about 1932 rhen I joined

oregsive Mine Torkere of Amorica referrad o hereinafter as the

-v\
L R L F - ALy A W e A WA W A s S

ha D
[ L6 1

+
PTA, at Mine 4 thm it signed &8 AfA contract, I started working at

1ine A in nd have econtinued vorking there to date.

"Tn 1932, vhen I joined the PIIA, there vas a vote taken in ”the
PIra Hall at é6th and " ashington streets and the majority voted for the
PITA. T tent rith the najority to retain v job. I would just as soon

-

have staved vith the U7 4 as I vas a charter nenber of UMM A.

"ifter 1932, I peid my ducs to the 1A and I vas inters tr.—d in kesp-
ing wy ,job and not in any union. ‘he first I heard of the ch ange

operators ¥was in 1941, through the nevspapers, I did not relcome the
change, and would have preferred vorking under Rvan., I did not think I
vould lose my job, but felt that alter a vote, the mine would go UMIA.
It voried out that vgy. I thought the miners vould vote for the BMA
because if the PIIA von, Elshoff 1 ould bring into the mine to vork,
othor WA niners, "¢ had a vote at the Elks Club on a Sunday alternoon
at 2:00 Pil. It vas a fair election, The (A von.

o ¥ hen Rsan vas the Upcrator at iidne 4, the vorking conditions there
. under the PfTA vere good, and the men vere satisfied. I vas not approached

- by any Wil.A organizer to join the @f A. I heard rumors that Elshoff vould
é operate Ytine A through lfina B. 1Yy reaction vas that he vould not do it,

Ry P

bu‘t T did think he Tould hire sone MI A nen vho night take my Jjob, and I
8till vanted to vork, so I voted for the W'A. There Tverg rumors that
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Fe: JOINN L. LE.IS, T AL.

Elshoff 1vould open Hine A if the niners would join the
UTL.A and we would start to work by October 1, 1941. I
do not recall the sources of these rumors. I had all
ready nade up my nind to join the UII'A, going vith the
majority, so I vould not be out of work.

v] attended the four PAF A neetings 'in September, 1941, I believe
1 eot notice of part of these meetings through the nevspapers and the others
by vord of nouth on street corners.

nAt the tvo Pif A nmeetinpgs at the Pif 4 Hall, the President of
that union presided, * He tried to hold the local at
'ine A, in the P A. <Tie first meeting Orois up in an argireat,. The second

reeting broke up in a fight, As to this fish., it vas started by some men vho
vere not emplored at line /i, vho vere standing on the stpirwgy. I think they
vere P A men vho wanted to keep us Pif 4 membe:s.

urt the meeting at the Rednan iiall,_ (phonetic)*
At this neeting, ve agreed to have zncther
meeting the next Sunday at the £1ks Club and to notify the men o the

coning neeting,

"ht the tTo meetings at the PI'A Hall and Redman dall, there
vere no US4 organizers present to my knovledge. Rgy ¥dnundson did not
talk at this meeting and vas not there,

"0n a Sunday afternoon at the Elks Club, in Septomber, 1941, there
vas about 190 P! A men presentm There was
no one present, but the YA sent, and we verc all counted. Ihere vere
no Ul 4 organizers present beI‘ore that vote. Soue one made a motion to
join the A and all in favor stood up, Practically all voted for the
W¥.,. There vas no discussion about havang to join the UM /. before going

to vork.

. " o PP >
WOl a4 . - RO AR, ! TR, -4 Kt e
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i

npfter the vote, ve sent for idmundson to see if he would ac-
cept us as a local. Edmundson came over to the Eks Club with a notary
public., FREdumdson took an affidavit that ve a1l vanted to join the L7 X
voluntarily, anG then he sent threc men to sec Elshoff to find out vhem’
tha mine could open., They came back within thlrty minutes and said the mine
rould open by Gctober 1, 1941,

2 o
[

b
" '1}‘?" 13 i

"F ' "I made up oy mind to vots for the Br.A the day I se~ ®¥lshoff
had boutht the mine., No one influenced me., I figured Line & vould go
12f 1, because lline B had gone that vay, and 4 did not want a long period of
uncrnployment like they day in line B.

:
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3 Re: JOHN L, LE.IS, ¥T LL.
NTERVIE Y ITH * hen Rran had lUine L, vith a P L contract, he
ﬁ treated us miners like men, but vhen Elshoff took it
ontinuc over, he treated us like slaves, He did not have enough
‘ roons for the men and doubled them up to get the coal out.
He docked the men a lot and vould not shov us vhy ve rerc docked, He calimed
it vas bocavse of dirt in the coal ctc. Xlshoff knew he could get plenty ’
of nmen at that tine, hovever, at the present tine, Elshoff treats us well,
because men arc hard to ret,

"] have rcad this statenent consisting ol three and a quarter
pages and it 1s the truth to the best of my knovledge.

W itnesscd:

/s .
Spc ial Agent F.B.I.
Spec:La! _-‘.gen! ’ !. !. B.I."
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RE: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL.

INTERVIES wITH . as interviewsd at his residence, JJJJ

_ pringfield, Illinois, on the morning of
emper 18, 1943, by 8pecial Agents m

and m has an accent whioch is

to understend and he cennot read woll.

gave information set forth in the
following signed statement: ’

oo i« SR : - o -

am an american citer i, make the following statemen

o dmwho have idertified them=-
selves to me to be m Specl ent o g rederal Buresu of Investigation.

No pramiscs, threats, or consideration of any kird has been made to me to
‘make this statement, i

"] am now employed at Penther Creek Mine #5, which igdocated
across the street from where 1 live. I worked at Mine 4 sbous vears,
ending lest January. 1 was employed by Mine & at the time thni “yan sold
the mine. I do not know why the men changed unions &t that tmc. 1 was a
member of the Progressive Kine workers of America at thet timo, and J am e
member of the Pl of A now., I did not attend any of the meetings of the
local when the matter of changing unions wzs discussed. 1 did not hear any
sbout it. I signed up with the W# after all the cther men had signed up,
and there was a closed shop contract, I Bigned up with the Wiw so I could
go back to worke If I did mot, I would lose my job. 1 did not hear any
telk of changing unions prior to that time. I was satisfied with the
Progressives, and I think most of the men were too.

®] have read this statement on this page. It ia true and accurate.

/+/

|H
-]
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REyr JOBN L. LEVIS, ETAL

was interviewsd at his residenoces,
o the afternoon of September 17

nd
person having af Ineoiligence which probebly does not equal that ol tThe .
everage miner., He is not diffioult to understand. He gave information set
forth ou the Zollowing statement:

" Springfield, I1l.
September 17, 1943
"My neme is

_ ARE—— : - - o S,
B 1 ;i now enploved at Mine A. I meke tho following
_mma mwho have jdentified them-

selves to me to pecial Agents of the X eau of Iavestigation.
No promises, threets or oonsideration of any kini hac beon made to me to
make tris statement.

"I have worked et Mine A for .yeara. I was aemployed there
at the time that RYAN sold out his interest in the mine. Butoro thet time
there hed not been much discussion among the men about chang.ry <the unions.
I do not ¥now why the men voted to go back to the United Min: Vioikers.

I thought that tho Progressive Mine Workers were checking osr too much

duss. I also did not ses why there should be two unions for zonl miners,
and nll tho trouble that two unions would cause. Beoouse of this, I did
‘not oore much which union I belonged to cs long as I could work. I did

not go to the meetings or pay muoch attention to what was going on. I went
to the meeting when the men voted to go over to the U.M.W. I voted to go
over because the rest of the men were going to do that. I had no spesisl
reason. I do not recall enything said ebout the oompany favoring more

the U.M.W., nlthough SN ot that meeting, did say that he thought
that we would get along !e!!ar mlgx the company if we joined the U.M.W.

"] heve read the above statement on this page. It is 0.117
true and accurate.

//
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RE: JOHN L. LEVIS, ET AL.

iﬁ“iiiil . 1TH On Scptombor 14, 1943
in!erv!ewe! !y !pecla!
m;:peared to be cooperative
prescn . AppeLrance O of charccter and it is not beslieved that he

would be botter than a foir witness, ALt the present time ho is
and is not working in the mines. Ho disclaims any criminal record.

The fellowing signed statement was cbtained frcm_

"Springficld, Illincis
Scptember 14, 1943,

"I,
Illincis, de mekc the following voluntory stoatemcT™
and m whom I ¥now to be 8pccial 4hgents cf the Fedcra

of Investlgaticn. NC threats or promises cf any kind have been made to me;
I have boen tcld I nced not make any statemovt and that any stutement I do
make can be used in Ccurt.

*I wos born in I began
tc work &8 a miner in ggan toc work at Minme "A" in 7 as a United
Hine Tworker, In 1932 I changed unions with the majority and boceme e Pro-

gressive Mine orker because I didn't like John L, Lewis and the way ran
the U.Me

#] first hcard obeut the sale of lfine "A" to Elshoff through teolke-
ing to fellow miners. I perscnzlly didn't like this becauso. lr. Rysn was @
good employer and & fine fellow to work for. I hud also been satisfied with
the Progressive Mine Unicn cs they had fairly represented the miners. I°
heerd the rumor that the officinls of Mino “B" werc threatening to operate
Bine "A" through Kine "B™ &nd also thot Elsheff would not operete Kine "4
oxcept through United Line wrkers.Unions However, these stories did not
influence me tc change over to the United kine wcrkers,

"] attended the moecting at the Progressive lline workers Hall where
the sale of line “4" wzs discussed. I noted that
of the union tovk a prominent pert in getting the miners to switeh ove
the PL to BWw. HBo told me that he and the liner's Cormittee hod talked to
Elshof end that Elshcf is roported to have said that he wouldn't open Mine
4" with the P.M.l. but that he would reopen the mino within 30 days if the
men would switch cver to U.l,s.

"I think that eccnditions under tho P.k.A. were botter than they
were after Mine "A"™ wont U.K.w. bocause wo no longor wero free to say whet

we wanted and we no longer had & vcte as tho UL crganization railroade?
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RBs JOHN L. LEWIS, ET 4L.

INTERVIES TVITH their own men in and hondlod the uniom to suit

.
ccntinued
"] have read the within statement consisting of
two pafce nnd it is all true.
)

Witnesseds

- — Spoecial Lgents, FBI. "

iy B OTH ;oL ; LI o i 49 v DRIY TR
Heri” ] TR - F.- £ Yyl L R
a A X' | P A . : u, - N A

: et O LA P XTEAY A4 - "

e, v el

STRATE
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ke: JOWN L. LEWIS, ET AL.

{ TERVIE~ WITH

Springiield,

hore by Special Agents and
qas cooperative but it is not believed
that he would make a good witness because he didn't attend any of the
mzetings a2t the time the minersmeir affiliations from PMA to

M4 after the sale of Mine A, nas no known criminal record.
He furnished the followirg sign®a prstement.

"Springfield, I11.
September 17, 1943

"1, _ Springfield,
111, do veoluntarily make ollowineg statement tc Special Agents
m and ”of the %ederal Bureau of
investigation. o threails or promises been m=de to cause me to make
this statement and I know that these facts can be presented in court.

"1 was born q emiprating i America
in - I became an American citizen in opringfield, I11 i-r I
bezan working in mines mmining UlliA at that tir-, 1 have
never held any offices in any OTi. am presently employed at wine A

as a digger.

#I joined ‘rogressives in 1932 and still favor FM¥A because they
have better working conditions even today.

"] learned of the sale of Mine A through the newspaper. 1 also
got a letter telling me of the sale and advisirg me to join UMGidA to keep
my job. I heard talk to the effect that Mr, Elshoff was going to drive an
entry and hoist coal from Kine A through Mine B, Also talk to the effect
that }ine & would open only if the men joined UMWA.

"1 never attended any meetings at Pui Hall where we discussed
this matter. HNeither did I go to Redmans Hall or the Elks Club when the
miners met or this situation, because I was afraid of trouble,

"I went back to i¥ine A after it opened and had to sign UMIA be-
fore I went down into the mine. At present there are to_ many docks and you
can't say anything against the wnion., I would rather work under PlA as
they have better labor conditions, and some sayso at the meetings,

- been
i - %] have/read the above véluntary statement made by me consisting

A/

o~ w1l - G _ - R
Ol 1% papgeb. +Ne pame 18 LTue & CoITvlL,.
"Witnessed:

pecial Agents, F.B.I.

Springfield, I1i,.*

eV 2 _
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R'e' JO L' L I’s’ EI “LL.

INTERVIER WITH Tllinois,

was cooperative but it is not felt e wo t-
ness, inasmuch as he only worked at Mine A for two _ponths and never
returned afier the shut down on March 31, 1941, *h&a no
known criminal record. He furmished the following signed statement.

S .

September 13, 1943

"1, 1. do volun-
tarily make the following statement to -
who have made themselves known to me as Special Age T T.e

Federal Bureau of Investigation. No threats o promisss heve been
made to cause me to make this statement.

%]l was born in and started
work:mg in the mines in and around Springfield, Ill_ in
joining UsWA at that time, I am presently employed a* Pan' ...t
Creek #ine #2, Springfield, Iil.

"I was only employed at Mine A for a period of two months,
February and sarch of 1941, I never returned to &ine 4 again but
started at Panther Creek #2 in October 1941.

Y4 was in favor of the Progressive Mine Workers Eﬁ Aﬂerica
in 1932 and joined up with them while working at
Ill. I am 5til11l a member of P.K.A., I have never held an o!!l!ce in
cither PMA or Usia,

"I have no knowledge of the facts surrounding the opening of
Mine A in September of 1941. "I never attended any of the PMA meet~
ings before the mine opened at which time they switched their wunion
affiliations, A1l I know about the situation is what I read in the
111. State Register and 1 wouldn't go back because 1 didn't want
to have any'thiﬂg to do with ﬁnuﬂs. #hen I read that Mr. Elshoff had

bought #inc & I just said to myself, *well I haven't got any job!_
"During the two months I worked at Mine A conditions secemed

alright and the miners sccmed satisfied with P.M,A, I worked nights
and didn't have a lot of contact with the men,

"Aftcr Mine A reopened under Elshoff mJone of
the mrers came by and said that Uscar Falcetti wan me come back.
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Re: JOWN L. LEWIS, ET AL. *

INTERVIEw WITH I told him, 'Nothing doing, I don't want anything
to do with VA,

Corntinue

"I never heard anything about Mine & géing to be operated
through ¥ine B, or that Mine A would open on condition that the mem
jo in UMHA »

"] have read the above statement consisting of 1 3/L pages.

The same 18 true ard correct.
A/

"Hditnessecd:

/5/“
pecial agents, ¥F.BE.I"
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RE: JOHN L. LEWIS, BT AL

‘1“1;“@-..; e
i,

INTERVIEY WITH

alsoc known as
Springfie

1d, 1 !er-l
pecsel Agort s SN -
will make a fair to good witnieb. . He

Eis statement follows:

‘l'r'!es':rbr‘ nyY: Qqni‘ﬂmber lg- 19&3- b\y

hes no cririncl record.

"Springfield, Illinoie
September 15, 1843

Springfield,

n
I,
Illincis do moke the following voluntary s 0
whor I k¥now to be Spec ggn‘ of the reder

ey - 000000

BIll Widwddur p-S4iel e e Y Yiu L H

Bureau o!l !nves!zga!mn. No threats or promises of any lin® anve been made
to me; I have been told I need not make any stateseni anc thes this s tate-
rent cen be used iom court. :

I came to the United

I becnme o citizen of the "ni“ed States
I have been woros.z in the
ane viorkers.

"] was'torn in
States vin New York City i
at Springfield, Illincis in Septewber,
mines since -first joining the Unite

*I began work at Mine 'A* in ez e digger as a wember of the
United ¥ine forkers. 1 was entiefled wi this union until 1932 when the
Mine 'A' signed up with the Progressive Kiners Union. 1 decided to jJoin
the PMA and wee in favor of thet union. The comditions were O, X, in this

wall AN e

union too but I did not think thore wos much difference bYetween UM{ ond Py,

"I first heard obout the sale of Mine 'A' by reading the news-

paper. 1 did not think anything ebout the sale as affecting my '.]o'b. I
pttended the meeting held ot Redman's Hall presided over oy _

WIOTKETS WOS

’a‘c which the question of going over to the United Mine
wechtsed. I ettended the meeting held at the Elks Hell presided over by
Ray Edmundson spoke at this moeting end signed up the

o L v &

miners i1or wne united Kine Workors.

"I heard thot Elshoff would keop Mime 'A' closed unlessit wos
opercted with the UMW and thut he would opernte Mine fA! through Mine ‘'Bf,
This influenced me to join United Mine Vorkers which I did ot the meoting

¢t the Elke Hall. I don't care which union I belong to just thot I have
a Job.

} "I have been read the within statement consisting of 2 pages and

it i= nll true.
//

R
Specinl Agents, F. B. I., Springfield, I11."
~ 3519 -

S,

"Witnesseod:

7




REs JOHY L. LEWIS, ETAL

TITERVIE WITH Springfiold Illincis, wns mterﬁmd

— 1t his homo ocinl hgont
WOE ocoopor not
thct ho would moko smch as he had vory littlo knowlodgo or

ths Mino A sitaction. haa no ¥nown orimincl record. Be fur=

Bl

nishod the ;. llowing signo auont.

i ‘ Sprinpgfield, Ill.
Boptombar 18, 1943

ux,m Springfigld, J11., do voluntarily
ivo tho following stetoment To Spocia gonts“m-
* ¢f the Fodoral Burocu cf Invostigation. No ~hreots or
premiscs of any kind have bocn mode to ecuso mo t2 orko tois cwmtemont.
*] wos bern in and como to Amorioca
in boing noturnlizod in Springfield, Ill. I bopan to work

I novor hold ary offico undsr Uk .-- ogon
and workod until July 1942. At prosont I ool ./ rkin-

"] loarnod obout tho snlo of Mino 4 from tho papors. I
wosn't much intorosted and didn't think much about it at tho timo as tho
mino was oclosod.

"I hoard talk to tho offoct that Mr. ELSHOFF was going to
take tho oonl ocut cf Mine A through Mine B, but I nover hoard that Mino A
would bo olosed until nll tho mon Jeinod UMk,

"I novor cttonded any of tho mostings hold by the miners
en tho Mine A situstion, oxocopt tho first ono, ot PM. Holl, whoro thoro
was @ lot of arguing. I didn't want to got mixod up in any troublo so I
novor wont apgoin,

"] roturned to tho mino twc or throo days aftor it oponed
and signod up UM, ot tho nmino bofore I wont to werk. I romombor that wo i’
moro dooks whon wo first startod up. A

"Both unions woro about tho samo but I fovor PUA booo.ulq
it is moro domoorctioc ond rosponsiva to tho rank end filo,
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RE{ JOAN L. LEWIS, ETAL

"I have had tho ebove statomont omsisting of 1% pagos
rond to mo by Agont [P e o= is true & oorroot.

/«/

Witnossod:

Spocial Agonts, FBI
Springfiold, 111."

¢
£
i‘-:

- 321 -



C - o

Fe: JOHN L. LEIS, ET AL

INTERVIS. VITH On September 15, 1943

of s}:rinﬁlln.l e!! N !!ml o!sE

) intervievea by opecial Agen
and Wmsem&s an average appearance ana
it is believe nat he vl < air witness., He disclaims any criminal

record, His statement is as followas:

nenvinefiald. T1linnia

o e e e _._._._----..

September 15, 1943

"y, do make the
following volunlary statement t and
vhon I know to be Special Agzents of the Federal Bureau of
Investigation, No threats or promises have been made to me; I have been told
I need not make any statement and that this statecent can be used in

court,

"] was bom in I began to work
at Mine "A" in about 2932, I belorged to the Progressive Miners union

until 1941 vhen lMine "™." vas sold, I have never held office in any
wnion. At the present tine I am employedh
T left Mine nA" in Jatuary of 1942, UThile I wAS @ ooooer ol the P.N.A.
union I was satisfied with the P,M.A. union,

I first found out about the sdle of Mine ", either through

r or by 2 letter which T received from Mr, »ill hrnn in

oy
id 31 TS Wi W A AT L Wl - e B - dd -

hich he said he hoped he vas still my friend. %Yhen I heard the mine was
sold my thought was that they were trying to break the Progressive union.

I realized that if I vanted to vork in Mine ®A" that I would have to change
unions from PMi to U.ILT,

(o

)3 ™o
=4

"o
S i
ai

o

1T attended one necting of the employees of Mine nA" presided
over by t rhich the sale of the mine was discussed, 4s I

renember Ray Edmundson spoke and that we were given membership cards to
~d T sipned up with the U MT _ wnion st that meeting., T figured that

dhdie d DAL IIGW W T Wid Wikl g A W WALLA W A W ey -y

Elshoff would operate the mine n.th the United Mine \':orlers union only
and that I had better sign up to keep my Job.

n] have read the vritten statement consisting of one and a half

pages and ‘it is all true,
(sigro)

g ' R ;;itnessed-l

Spec1|m I!.!.!.

Springfield, Nlinois"
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RE; JOHN L. LEWIS, ETAL

W

Springfield,
Illinois, was interviewsd at his p of employment
by Special Agent and

_ms oooperative but !! !s no! !!!wode
maKe B gocd witness inesmuch 8s he was employed elsswhere at the time of the

sale of Mira A, has no known eriminal record. Be furnished the
following signed statement:

" Springfield, Ill.
Soptember 16, 1543

"2, Y -

field, Ill., do voluntari ive the following statemeni to Special Agents

Pxn# No threute or promises of any
ind were made te cAuse me to make 15 statameus,

"I was born 8t I tirst
started working at Mine A ebout joining UMWIA et that time. I joined

PMA in 1932 along with the rost of the men. I wos satisfied with both
unions end all I cared sbout was my job. I never held an offise in either

union. I am presently employed nt—
B serinefield, Il

"I first learned of the sale of Mine A from the news-~

papers. It didn't moke any difference to me at that tims boocause I was
working for At tho time of tho scle so far as I
know PMiL wos go eio with Mr. RYAN. During the period follow-

ing the sale no one approsched me and tried to get mo to join UMNA.

"I heard tho rumors that Mr. ELSHOFF was going to
olose Mine A and hoist the conl through Nine B, and that Mine A wouldn't
open unloss all of the minere joined UM7A., I didn't pay much attention
to those rumors as I was already employocd at the tims.

"I nover attended any meetings et PMi Headquerters,
Redman's Bell, or the Elks Club, where the matter of tho sale of Mine 4
or change in union affiliotions was disoussod. .

"411 I know is that when I wont back to the mine
aftor it rooponed I had to join UMia, .

"The only difforence I noticed &t Mine 4 wap that
you got more docks under UMIA, and for that reason I favored FMA,
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RE: JOW L. LEWIS, ETAL

ERVIEY] "I have read the above statement oonsisting of 13
pages. The same is true end oorreots
il INUED

v/

Witnesseds

Special »ngcnts,
Springfield, I11."

|
|
i



Re: JOW L, LEWIS, ET AL.

INTERVIEW w#ITH

Springlie » Was
1G., by Spec1a1 Agents
had difficulty in wnders
tions asked of him, but he responded in a cooperative way. It is not
believed that Le would make a good witness, He said he has no eriminal
record. Hics statement iz as follows:

"Springfield, Illinois
September 17, 1943

"I, make the following
voluntary statement to an whom
1 know to be Special Agents ol the Federal Bureau of Invostigatoth.

No threats or promises of any kind have beeon made to me: I have been
told 1 need not make any statemert and that this statement can be used
in court,

"I was born in I entered the United
States at New ‘ork City about alized titizen of
the Urited ©tates at Springfie

here since about at that time 4 belonged to the United YWire vworkare.
ifhe union at this time seemed to get along all right with the aine “a‘t.

I was in favor of the change to the frogri:~ive Mine Jiuskers because we
thought we would have better conditions. I liked the Progressive Kine
Workers union during the time I belonged to it as I felt it represented

the mirers. I would belong to it now if 1 had my own way.

"I am now emiloyed at M¥ine 'A' as a digger. I have been employed

"I heard about the salz of ine 'A' to Carl Elshoff through
the newspaper and through my fellow miners. I also received a letter
from Bill ~yan sayirg he had sold the mine and that I was no longer an

P P A e T~ Th ¢ T v J-ln 4 v -!‘-..1-. was ~ Toee T dadmmd
ﬂiIiP.LUJC:’C’ T4 WiLE 5 T o4 bJ]UusJJI-a Likd e LLY JUW s =1 AT oo 4 Juddicd

the United itine workers.

"T was satisfied with the way the Frogressive Mine aorkers
handled grievances with liine 'A',

"] heard that Elshoff was going to cperate Kire 'A' through
kine 'B' and that he wouldn't operate kine 'a' unless it was under the
United Mine dorkers, 1 didn't think Elshoff would reopen Mine 'A' under

+tho Framrmaceive hine unrlore grr‘ en T voted +0 hpnnm a Un1+pd 'u"lhn In?']{ faye
il A ‘UBL Yot b bl e W N g b Y TS d Fhhe A b W S W Wk Al W -~

so I could keep my job. These stories which I heard from the other
miners influenced me to become a United wine worker.

"I did not atterd any of the meetings of the cmployees of Mine tA?
at which it wac deecidcd 4o Yzcoms United tire weriise. 1 decideld to join
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Re: JOWN L. LENIS, ET AL,

up with UM+ because the majority of the men

TERVIE.
voted to go over.
Continued)

"Inis statement of two and a fraction pages has been read to me
d it is all troe,

by — in the presence of
s/
"Witnessed:
oy 2.
s e~

Special Agents, F.B.I.
Springfield, Illirois"
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Re: JOWN L. LEwIS, ET AL.

o

PR I

£ WITH ] |

% Street, “pringfield, Illinois interviewed
i< hoce by Special Agen: AN

ﬁappeared cooperative but it is not fe

ood witness because of his ignorance of the Mine "A"
situation. has no known criminal record. He furnished the
following signed statement.

n"Springfield, I11,
September 17, 1943

4 1, Wﬁarﬂ paice
- the following statement to opecial Agen andh
% *of the Federal Bureau of Investigation.

promises ve

o threats or
en made to cause me to make this statement,

"l was born in I just started
working at Mine 4 in oining Ukifd at that time, I have never held
an office in any union. I was at Mine A when PMh was formed and joined
up Progressive with the rest of the miners there, I think that the two

wn1ons iiiﬁﬁ same, At present I'm working at

"] learned of the sale of Mine A from the newspaper, and I figured
that 4 would either have to join UMiA or lose my Jjob.

&

"1 never heard any talk to the effect that Mr_ Elshoff was
going to close Mine & and hoist coal through Mine B, or that Mine A
would open only if all the miners joined UkinA,

"] can't clearly recall attending any meetings at PMA Ha.ll,-
Fedmans Hall, or Elks Club where the sale of Mine A was discussed.
I was out of town for a few days visiting

When 1 came back I heard that the men were goi )
Yine A was going to open up, I remember#conﬂng over to my
house and asking me to come to special meeting, Seems to me that I went

to the meeting and joined UK.A at that time. I don't recall the meeting
place, or any part.iculars of the meeting. L

=
4
-y
&
-

"
A,
Py 3

.‘7

ey

"I returned t.o 14ine A when it opened as & A member, I remember
that we had an excessive number of docks after we retwmed to work, ~

"If I had a free choice I would choose Progressives because

they treated me better.. The UliA gave me a bad room over at Mine A and
I quit L
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Re: JORN L. LEWIS, ET AL.

INTCRVIEw #1TH "] have had the above statement consisting
of 1 3/4 pages read to me by Agent
The same is true and correct.

7/ T

Bnitnesses:

/5/

Special Agerts, F.B.I.
Springfield, I11."

- 328 -




|
L
I
!
t
}
¢

RE: JOHN L. LEIIS, ET AL.

\l ——— .!’
!pnl ng!xle!!, |!!!01|s, wII a.s m\a
: at his home by Speciel Agent”
as very cooperativ

, make & good W 5 inasmuch as he was away
when Mine & changed from Pih to Difia. ? has no known criminal
records He furnished the following signed statement:

®Springfield, Ill.
September 15, 1943

S8pringfield, Ill. do
voluntarily m owing statement to Special -&sentamn _
“ of the Federal Bureau of .
No threats or promises cf mny kind were made to cause me to make this
statement.

|
;

.
&
¥

"] wes born in If

ing in the minee in

presen
am & member o &, where 1 em employed as a trip
rider. I heve been an employee of Kine & since 1933 or 1334. Before

starting at Minc 4 I had joined PAli while working at Peebody Mine #59 in
1832, I wes in favor of the split end the new PUA at that time and they

always treated me elright.

®I found out about Mr, Ryan sclling the mine to Mr. Elshoff from
the newspaper and from a letter Mr. Ryan sent to all the miners, It made
me kind of sick when I first found out about it es I figured that we were

going to have trouble again.

¥Up till the time Mr, Ryan sold Mine & he was getting i.lcng
fine with PLA snd I was satisfied with FAA at that time,

"] don't recall amy rumors to the effect that Mr. Elshoff was
going to close down Mine & and hoist the coel through Mine B, or thet
Kine 4 would open only if the miners Joined Ukk.

¥] attended one meeting at R4 Headquarters where the men dis~
cuszed what was going to be dcne about the sale of the mine. The regular
Pl4 officials were in charge of the meeting, The meeoting was just sort of

; en uproar and nothing much was done. The men decided to d see how
¢ t ing toc como out. 4bout that time I went t%
; %d worked a few days and when I cams bac e mine
was running againe .

%I heard that the men had one or two mestings after I left and
- 529 ~
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RE! JOHN L. LE.IS, ET Als

INTERVIES 3 the majority voted to join Ul
ccntinued "Weck Keirrs, Supt. at Mine A came after
me and asked me to come back to work,

and I signed up with UK¥RA the next day. All the men who signed up at
once didn’t have to pay any initistion fee.

was a leader in swinging the Mine A men back into
MA. T knew him wellmid I've heard him say that he favored UMrA way be-
fore the mine was sold. I recall him saying several times, "We'd be a
dam sight better off if we were UMvia".

"] have read the above statement consisting of two pages and
the same is true and correct,

/+/ P
Wwitnessed:

!pecial agents, F.B.I. Springfield, Ill. "

- 530 -

r



e G - O

s v -

& Ro: JOmr v.. zra.., =7 AL

INTERVIEG 118 m
— Springfiold, Illinois, was join wed ot
- his g o on S 14, 1943 by Special
- Mma he did ot attend
any PYA nc2tinzs when the miners ot Mino A turned UMW ond had little kmowlodge

or under.t ndin= ncerni th tter under ingui Hoe is presently a

—cxe cutod tho following statement:

"Springfield, Illinois
Septeaber 14, 1943

"I, -ake the following voluntary
stotement to 6! whori I know to be Spocinl
Agents of the Federal Bureau of Investig s U. S. Department of Justioo,

"I was born at iive
at and I am prcsently eomployec as
both addresscs being pringfield,

Iilinois,.
"The 1lost time I worked at Mine ”&f was in June, 1942.

"In startod working in coal mimos as an diggor, vorking in
the 01d Test Minc, Springficld, Ill, under thc United Mlinc Workers of Amerioa,
which will be reforred to hereinmaftor as the W&, I worked ns o digger im
Minc A off and on frem-to 1942, I have never held an office in o mine
union.

"I have no opinion to express regording the formation of the
Progressive l'ine Union of America, which will be referred to heroinafter as

the PMA, in 1932,
"For several ycars bofors 1932 I worked under the TMR as _check

weighman, At the timo FuA organized I had boen defeated for the Job of

check weighmon and had become & coal digger again.

I joined the PMA in 1932 becnuse thc majority of the miners jolned.
Fowever, I did not like the high handed way John L. Lewis tried to push tho -
new wage scole on tho minors without their consent., I did not havo any

interest in either union as o miner,

’

13
!
3
¥

*I first knew definitely that Elshoff had become oporator of
Fine A when my salary check showed the changs. I alss hoard of tho change

through somc of the miners,

b L S
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Re: woms oo 1YT50. BT AL

hel U W "It was thc goneral opinion among the miners that
Elshoff would try to swing the mine from PMA %o~

(Continucd U7 like he had at Minc B, I fclt this way tooy

"I think the FPMA werc more homest ot Mine 4 than the UMY had been
and that chc wn vanted the PUA to remnin as the bargaining agent there, .

"1 heard tho mincrs tnlking about the fact that Elshoff would try

- _— U T % Py -
t> take the coal out of the South sectiom of Nime A through Minmc B, I did

not drow any conclusions. The e rumors did nst influence me to Join the UM,

"I am surc I did not attend any o0 the PUA moutings at all whon the
men at minc A, signed up with U7, I had no interest wo joing to any
meetinss either to vaote or to 1i ten to any talks. I waated to stay away
from all unicn affairs sc I just waited until the minors had decided what
union theoy wanted and I joined ®ith the majority.

"Lifter the MM got the bargainio- rights ot Minc 4 in 1941, conditions
bocame ropidly worse than when the mino was oporzting under the PilA.

"Elshoff brought in a couplc of Poabody Mine 'Foce! bosses from
Pcabody Yine #53 and #59. These bosses took an insolent attitude toward the
miners., They tried to make slaves of us.

"The UM fined mc illegnlly, Thorce was no hearing, no tricl, aend
n» charges presented ogainst me.

"I have rcad this st-tcment consisting of two and ono half pages

znd it is truc oand corroct,

*iitnessed:

A i nod)

;— ".“ "Spccial &Aront FLE,T.
o W
o pecial Arent F.B,I,"
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Re: JOHN L. LE.IS, BT fl.

INTERVIE. 1.ITH

pringlicld, Tnoi3, Vas :
18 home by Special Agen d
* e annanwad ssonerativas but 18 not 2

AV R =mE=F Tl

I H}JPU[I&VU WSS A A L Ve ¥ W A
hc wo&!?;_ (s -:1 gooa ritness bocause of the neutral atiiude vhich he

adopted and his lack of knowledge of pertinent facts. as no
knovn eriminal rccord, He fumishced the following signed statement.

’ . "Spnngfiold, I11.
Sceptamber 13, 1943

1, * s v ; Ll WA SLATengn o)
and o to me Aas 50.15'

Apznts o No threats or promises

"] vos bom in

vre paturalized at Springficld, I first Jo:.ned
BLA 1n cn I bepgan to vork in the I
have never an office in eny uniomn.
Hine 4 startining in HNov.

"] vas ncutral tovards cither W34 or PUA in 1932, All T was in-
terested in at that tinc vas keoping ry job., I joined Progmssivos
at iinc ~ but did so only becausc I wanted to kecp my Job.

#Tn the sumcr of 1941 I hoard that Er, Fyan had sold line A to
YMr, Elshoff, My rifc 21so m‘.d cbout the sale to ne fron the paper.
When I heard the nows I decided to go mlong vith the majority ond if Mine
L vent B2, T deeided T vouldn't be first end T vouldn't be last to Jjoin

Uf.4. The P1Y, took carc of mo just mbout as good as nor, I vwas not ap-
proached by any orgenizers to join {M.A. '

"I heard nearly all the mon talking about Mr, Elshoff going to take
thc conl out of Yine 4 through 1ine B. I hoard this talk in Beer
Taverns when I vas talking vith the other riners, I was scared that I
vould lose iy bread & butter if this ¥as truc, I thought that I vould have-
to lgok Ior another job, :

u] don't recell hecaring envthing about Mino 4 being oponed if all
the nen vould join WA, .

E nT attended & neoting at the Elks Club on Sunday. Most of the
: miners fron lfine A vere therc, sked nc to como come to
- 333 -
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K: JOHN L. LEIS, ET LL.

that pecting. I don't knov who was in charge

INTERIZ Y.ITH
of that meecting., Four or five men talked but
the only onc I remanber was the last one who
----- A

1 - a3 a4, A 2. vawia P omce s woam Y
Lo oall VOoued 10 o1l Eifde 4 HED MU liutiibud W

talked, !'r. Ednandson, .
}&r, Rdnondson pronmised to take care of

vots Uv - en T could kcep riy Jjob.
211 the v ricors.,

"I vas not a momber of any Cormmittee during this tine. Before the
minc closed dovn Py, it vas good., Lhen we first went back to vork in
1941 there vos an avful lot of docks but npov it is alright again,

"T have hzd the voluntary stricuent nade ty ne copsisting of 2 pages
read to ne b Azent R ‘he s i5 truc a1l cerxect and I do hereby

sign oy nanc.
/s

w;itnesseds

/s/

Special Agents, F.B3.I.M
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nS.  Jouy L. IFWIS, ET AT

iNI'ﬂRVIE’.‘ ‘"Iii
inteiiif Nt & ad a4 lair erstanding o e events under inquiry. Tt

is beliewed that he will make a good witness, He disclaims any criminal
record. o

Street,

[ = J R i, TRy

pringfield, Illinois, was }

2 Yoy Qrantal A-ranta

e UFUUJ,BJ. néGIJUG
ppeared to be faEF;

T 1Ay
7 il 2

His statenent is as follows:

"Springfield, Illinois

"~ -—_——lme 1P} 10
Se tember 17, 1943

Springf 1e1d ’

"y,
Tilinois do make the following voluntar) siatomeat to
and ISR | om T know to be Special Agents o ¢ Federal
Bm‘cmn. No thrcats or promiscs of any kind have been
made to me; I have beon told I necd not make any statemcnt and that this
statement can bc used in court. ‘

1 rosi rinsficld, Iillinois
and vizs born in
cmpioyed &t Min >
Unitcd Mine Yorkers but

timec.
I hove neve ; i n any union. I am prasently employed -
2t Mine MA" as & digger. I have been cmployed at Mine "A" since

Prior to 1932 I was not satisficd with thc United Minc Worker!s
Organizatiocn because the officials did not truly reprosent the miners and
thecy scemcd to play into th: hands of thc minc operators. Being dis-
satisficd with the union I was in favor of the switch over to thc Frogres-
sivc Mine Workers,wrI felt thzt thc Progressive Mine Yorkers Union was a
good oryinization, represented the miners and was conscicntious in handling
grievanccs., There was no trouble between PLM.U, and the oporator of

Minc YA® up until the sale of Mine "AM,

®*] first read about the scle of Mine A% by rcuding it in the
newspapers. I knou immediatcly that Elshoff would operatc the minz with

mincrs from the United Mine “orkers and that my job was probobly gone un-
1zss I was ablc to Join U ¥ 7, . s

F ®T hecard that blshoff was going to opercte Mine "A" through

f Minc "B" and thut he would only operctc Hine AW with U K U miners, I
heard thesc rumors at tho mectings the employeos of Mine Ma" hild to de-
¢ide whet they were going to do. I figured that thesc storics were true
and that I had better join the UM%, 1f T vantued to keop my job.
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'RE: JOHN L. LETIS, FT. «%

INTERVIE.” VTTH ®T attended the mectings which the Mino A" miners
held. presided ovcr the meotings held
continue at Redman's Hail and at thc Elks Hall, I also

-attended another meeting at the Progressive Hall.
At thc Jirst weeting ar;umcnts took place as to whether or not the men

should joiu Y,M.U... At thc ncxt me:tins T attended held st Redmon's Hall
a Comaittee on which werce h and
was appointced to go and sce Mr,. Elsholf and get his opinion.
o tice roported back to the miners on the following Sunday afterw
; noon at the Elks Club ond said that Oscar Falcetti, the super, said that
- the men could cither chinge to U,M.Y. or he would hoist the cozl out
through Mine "B" ghaft, Then the miners voted to Join U.M.W, Aftcr that
& committece went wit and ot Roy Ediwndson of U.M.... and he came over
and madc a speech in which he promised the aen all the rights and privi-
lepes of the UMW, and pronised the nen that there would be no initiation
fee. about 150 to 200 niners joincd up there and then. Edmundson said
that he would get a contrcoet from Elshoff or call o strike of the nmen at
Mine mBn, Hc also told us to go out to the Min.e the next doy ond we
could go to work, I did. ;o out the next da)” and went right to work using
the s:2.z check nu ber s when I had quit 5 months before. The next norn-
ing I read in the paper that Elshoff had sipgnod a contr.ct the preceding
night. There is no question in ry mind that the whole procedurc was pre-
arrznped betwesn the United line vorkers znd #1shoff apd thet Edmundson'a
t2lk about calling a strike was just so much “hot air.
"I voted to switeh over to the U.IL7., becausc the najority
hzd decided to go over ard becausc I was convinced I couwldn t go back to
work as -~ a Progressive miner. If I hed uy own free choice in the matter
I wxuld still be & neober of the Frogressive Mine workers because my
vote would then mean soucthin: and the officers would be responsive to
the rank and file :xobers which 4s not truc in the United Uine %orkers.

" T have read the within statcmcnt consistint, of f our and 2
fraction pages and it is all true,”

" —

miitnessed

!peu‘ a! h onts, !.B.-I.-

i Sprin:field, I1linofis®

g
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a®. JnHM L. LEWIS, FT <X« T

INTERVIEN WITH Springfield, Illinois,

as erviewed in his resi'denii m ﬁﬁiﬁmbﬁi iél 1543,
by Special Agent
understands BEn

indifference y activities or a reluctance to talk about union

activities. was friendly, but he did not furnish much important
information. would not commit himself as to his willingness to testify.

He said he has nn criminal record, The following signed statement was obtained:

Bgpringfield, Ill.
Scptember 14, 1943,

uIi _ make the following velvntary statcment to*
vhom I know to be Specinl &gonts of the Federa
Burcou of Evestigation, o7 my own frec will, with no throats or promises

made to me,

I entered
father, who

"I was born in
the United States 4in

and derived my citizenship through
was twenty-one. I am living at

was naturalized before

of Americe. 1 am a member of the UM .Ti. at the

piiiogii 0L gy » L1302

"In 1932, the fact thot tho union at Mine A changed from U.M.W.
to P.AM.4. made no differcnce to me. I was satisfied to go with the majority,
tnd hove seon no diffcrence in the unions. Both unions have trcated me 5.11
right, and I have no kick coming with either,

"I don't know who owns Minc & now. I don't ¥mow just when it

was that Ryon sold the mine, or who bought it, It didn't meke any differenee
to me that thc ownership of the mine changed, for I felt that my work wop o
sctisfactory, and I would bc kept on. I don't remember hearing anything" =
ebout the possible operetion of Mine & through Mine B, or hcaring coything -
gbout the mine being worked only under U.M.%. No one nsked me to join the
U.M.%. I didn't go to very mony P.K.A. meetings, and don't romomber that ]
ever attended ony at all in Beptember of 1941. I didn't hear any talk ebout
o switch to the U.l.W. by thc P.M.h. local at Minc 4, and don't remember vote

ing in any referendum to get the U.kLW. back ot the mine.

" ncd u the fall of 1941m;
told me 1
to Udlewts and join up, bocause I couldn't go Dack to work in the mine’ !.S'
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JOHN L. LF.IS, ET AL.

INTERVIE. .ITE I didn't. I olso heacrd, from other men around Bpring-
field, thot if I wonted to go back to work in the mine,
I'd heve to join U.M.%, It made no difference to mse.

If the nzjority of the men wanted to swing over to U.M.%.,
it was 271 right with me. I'd be sctisfied under either union. I heve no
preforernse, ) .

\cortinuca )

I have had the foregoing, consisting of approximetely two pages,
rezd to ne, end state thot it is true to the best of my kmowledge.

/c/ I
b

m &gcnts, FBI, Springfieid, Ill, ' "
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Re: JOWN L. LEWIS, ET AL,

Litakss v
m !pringfield, 111,, was interviewed at his res!!nl!
n September 14, 1943 by Special Agent‘snP
and ﬁ'l‘his man understands English fairly well and can
express himsc.l in & Jims He said he has no criminal record.

He is willi=g to testify. said that his first name
cause he cannot wri

but he always signs as
furnished the following signed statement.

"pringfield, I11.
September 14, 1943

"1 ive the following vrluntary state-
ment to n Yors 1 know to be Special
Agents of the Federali Bureau of Invese ion, of my own free will,
with no threats or promises made to me.

"l am living at m.?:pringfie
am working at Panther Creex ¥ine No. 4., I was born in _
and came to the United States in was

Springficld in I joined the U.K.W, in Spring-
and was & member of that union until 1932, when the
local at Mne 4, W 1 was working, smmng over to P.M.A, I worked
at Mine A until&, when I quit and begar working at
Panther Creek., 1 was in favor of the switch from U.E.W, to P.M.A,,

because I felt we had better conditions with that wnion., I always
liked the F,K.A. better than the U,M.W.

1d, 111., and

"In September of 1941 I saw a notice in the paper that
Elshoff had bought kine » from Ryan. I was sore about it because I
liked the way Ryan ran a mine, and because + didn't want to work
wnder a company that had had all the trouble Elshoff had had at iine B,
At a P,M.A, meeting, I heard that Elshoff might operate Mire A from
Mine B, and figured that this would put me out of a job unless I
joined the U,M,W, I also heard in a P,M,A, meeting that Elshoff
wouldn 't open up Minc ~ unless it opened up U.M.W. Ididn't like
the idea, but had to do it, because I couldn't get a job anywhere
else at that time,

"] went to some of the regular P,M.A. meetings, but I don't
: remember being at any meeting where a special committee was apointed,
- or where such committee made any report. 1 attended a meeting of ‘
the Y. M.A. one Sunday everning at the ®lks Club., I signed up with the
U.M.¥. at that time. Edmmdson spoke at this meeting and said that
when ths mine joined the U,M.#., the Mine A would rcopen. I dom't

¢
¥
!
;
=
¥
i

- 359 -



Re: JOWN L. LEWIS, ET AL,

INTERVIEY WITH kiow who led the meeting, No one forced me
to join the U, M,», The entire local went. 1
. TR A L) fel4t T had 4o ‘n*n to bnen wyr 40h.

J -

“mn,der Ryan, vhrn the P,¥.a, had the union, there weren't
ary docks. -Iter the U/M,w, and Elshoff got in, there were many docks,
2nd po explanation for them, I quit Mine a becausa I didn't get snough
2ir down in the minc, and ilso because I was getting docked so much,
1 didn't like working there under the U.M.a, with the officers they had.

"I have had the f orego
me tate t truse

co
to e, angd stz that he

b4

sisting of about two pagcs, read
yot

of !‘"\F knew iedoe .

-/

n
be

(+h

oin
it is t\.r

ey -

Spceial agents, !.!.Q.

Springfiecld, I1l.°®

8
1
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2nt._..J0HN L‘-I‘EL;IS’ ET &Lo

INTERVIE. WITH —spmsﬂeldo |
I1lincis was jointly interviewed at his residence cn

September 14, 1943 by Bpecial Agonts

andF This individual is presently employed by anther
Creck hinc #5, Springfield, Illincis, which is e FLA mine, He c¢an read
Enpglish, wns ccoperntive, end enswered questions irn e straight forward
menner. He wes undor the impression Elshoff would force ¥ine & employees

to join UMW steting he imew Mine B would not opon until Elshoff had signed
with W, He executed the follcowing written statemont:

®8oringfield, Illinois
Scptember 14, 1943 .

"7 rcke the following foluntary atotement
whom I know to bt Specinl Agents
cf eders]l Bureau of Investiration, U.S.Depertment of Justice, .

tc

"I presently reside at Springfield,
Illincis, and I am employed ot the Creck kine #05, Springfield, es
e digrerse I was borm in I arrived in the U,B.
in t the Pert of New Iork. wes Noturalized at Sprinpgfield, Illinois

in The first minc umion I jcined wes the United Mine Workers of
america, referred to hereinafter es the UMW, at the Pesbody Kine #6, near
Shermen, Illincis in November
to 1835,

I worked in Mines in the S)ringfiecld

cree fr

"Oon 1935 I started werking at Mine & &5 & member
of the rrogressive iiine mcrkers of dmerd referred to hereinafiter as the
Plh. 1 worked et that mine until # I quit on that date as
the renthcr Creek Mine #6 was closer to my nome, and I started working
there, : ‘

"I was working at Peabody Mine #57 at Springfield in 1932 when
that mine went Fiii. I went along with the majority and voluntarily joined
that union, to have steady works I never had any trouble with any union,
after I jeined the PMA I liked that union.

"I heerd that Elshoff hcd bought Mine A through the newspapersa
I also heard a rumor that the mine would open under the W, I thcought
I might lose my job if we did nct sipgn up with the WW, &8s Mine B did not
cpen until they signed with the WfW. I decided to go with the mnjority.
The mine undor the HA and ¥r, Ryan woe oporating satisfootorily.

%] herrd runors that Elshoff might operate Minc A through Kine
B, cr on the condition the men would join the MiW. I do not know the
source of the rumors or whether they were true., It locked like Elshoff wus
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REs JOHN L. LEGIS, ET AL.

KTERVIE.L ITH roing to force tho miners to join the UMW if they
viented to work, 1 decided to do what the mcjerity
(centinued) 3id abcut this,

"i only sttended two mectings of the ¥HA before the miners at
Line & juinusd the WL, Both of those mectings wers held in the RL Hall,
and I gaw n nctice of the moetings on o bulletin board at the FHA Hall. -

"1 think the Fresident ¢f the Lucal at Mine 4, m
{phonctic) tuok charze of the first meeting. 4t this neetilih, NG

wos decided, There were arguments for ard cgainst peing over tc tho W,
There were nc fights end as far as I kmow, no Wiw vrganizors were present.

"st the seccnd mceting I think the rrosidemt cf the PLA local
waes in charrce. Nething wes decided et this meotinge There wes o fight
on the stairway. I wes in tho hnll, and 4id not see it. They wers both
FlA men, as far es I know, 1 did not teke an nctive part in the meeting
and I wes net on any ccmrittocs. Ko WW menbers were there to my knowledge.

No one teold me I had to join the W,

¥I 4id not ro te the Elks Club when they voted for the (BiW,
but scmecne told me ebcut it leter, 1 knew thet since the WM won the
vote, it wculd be neccssary for me to join the WW in order to go back to

work, -

"on * I went to the UMW office and signed
a8 membership enrd, I think conditions at the mine under thée UMW was abcut

the scme as befcrc the WL wes theroc.s I quit on rnd went
to the ronthor Crock Yine #5 and joined the 1114, just to be nearcr to my

homo.

7] have read and I undorstand encugh English so thot I under-
stand ecch of the three pages of thie statement, end I wish to say that

it is the truth to the best of my kmewledpo.
wes prescnt during the time this statemont waW
has read the three papgcs of this statenont,

) U
Witnosseds '

R o, e _ | J
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Res JOHK L. LBFIS, ET AL
INTERVIEW WITH

On September 16, 1943, Special Agents and
A T
who was entirely cooperative at

the time of this interview, He seem to have a very good understanding

of the situation at Mine A duri iod in question. He appeared to be
en honest and rcliable person. advised that he has no criminal

record, It is felt that he would be m willing but poor witness should his
testimony be necessary.

—gave the following signed statement:

pringfield, 1ll,

Sept. 16, 1943

"y ive the following information to*
& who arc known to me to be Spec. Agents of the 1.
o threats or promlscs have been made me to get me to give this information,

yre. and am still there as
I came to the U. S, when I
citizen for about

"1 heve been working at Mine A for
was born in
yrs., old

a digger
was about

"l joined the F.M.A, in 1932 I was glad to do this and was alwaya
ploased with the Progressives. I heard from the other miners in 1941 that
Elshoff had bought the Mine "A™ end that if we wanted to go back to work
we would have to go back to U.Y,WW, Vhen we heard that Elshoff hed bought
I'ine “A" everyone was worried, when we had Bill Ryan it wes nice working
there. No one came to my home to see me about going back to U.M.W., I heard
thet Flshoff might close Line “A"™ and teke coal out through Mine "B" the
men were all talking about this. I didn't think this would be dome "I thought
it was to expensive, I heard that if we all went back as U.M.%. Elshoff would
open XMine "AM™ otherwiss he would not open it, I felt bad about this because
1 had worked There a long time and jobs were scarce, I felt I either had
to go back to U.K,W. or be out of a job. I guess everybody felt like that,

"I only went to ono meeting around this time that was at Elks, I
heard about some others but I didn't go. 1 heard from The other men that
the meeting was to be held at the Elks. I think Edmundson was brought over
T to the meeting after we took the vote, All 1 heard was that if we went back
i ‘ U.M.%, the mine would open otherwiss it wouldntt. I just vcted along
: with the rest of them to go back to U.M,W, because otherwise we would be
out of work, we haed slready been off about § months. I Imow Edmundson gave
a talk and afterwards we may have signed cards_ I am not sure about this,
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL

V' After the meeting at the Elks Club I returned home at
once, The whole local went back to U.M.W, as & group and
{continuecd) 1 dont reeall ever having signed anything. Conditions

at the minc were better under P.M.A. then they are now
under U,¥,%. The dues are about the same,

"] have had Agent ?ead this 2 page statement to me as I can
not read english. This is & rue and correct and just as I have told it
to the Agents. I am signing this of my own free will,

“Siped:....-.--t001.l!.-l-.ll.'..l-..l...

‘signed)

"ritnesses:

{signed),
Special Agent, F.B.I.,
St. Paul, Minn.

(signed)
Spec. Agt. FBEI {Milw.)
.an-iﬂnf"ip'|di T11.

wte alip . 2T

Sept. 16, 1943"




Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL

ITERVIF LITH Jointly interviewed
pr o g and

R —— at his reSidmce,WSﬁﬁnm,
Tilinois on September 15, 1943. He speaks appeared to
have little understandiu; of the pertinent issues involved in this case, His

appearance is ')oor. He vould be rilling to testify to the facts as set
1 94' at ar + a

forth in the

ngpringfield, Xllinois
September 15, 1943

o] nake the following voiuntary statement
to an , vhom I know to be Special Agents
of T ureau of Investigation, U.S3. Department of Justice.

I reside at —Sr"‘ug eld, T am

d a Lm. I was bom c*

ived in the United States in I was Hatu Z8

‘hile I was in the Armmy. I started
z at | 734 and have vorked there continuously
ever 31nce. The first mine union I ever joined vas the United Hine Vorkers
of America, referred to hereinafter as the UM:, at the Peabody Mine, which
is now mine #59, at Spnngneld, i, in I was vorldng at that )
mine in 1932 as a nember of the §., vien that nine closed on atrike. The
men voted for the Progressive iline 1.orkers of America, referred to here-
inafter as the PHA, and 1 voted for the PMA with the majority of the
miners. This mine dad not open, so I went over to line A and vorked as a
pember of the PIA. Tt did not make arny difference to me vhich union I
belonged to, just so I could vork. After I joined the PtA, I liked that
union.

W] first heard that Zlshoff had bought Mine A in 1941 from the
newspapers and later, ilr. Ryan sent ne a letter saying he had sold this
mine. Uhon I heard this, it did not make any difference to me vho owned
the mine, or vho vas operating it. \

W hen I vorked in lfine A under the PHA I was satisfied. No one

me about joining the Ui, I did not attend many union meetings.

contactad :
I did not hear that Elshoff might opcrate !Mine A through lline B, or that ha
would open it if the men Joined the W4 ., Even if this was true, it vould
nake no difference to me. I knouw that if I domy work, I vill get my pay.

nIn Septomber, 1941, vhen the miners at mine A vere discussing
: joining the ¥, I attended two meetings, one at the PMA Hall and ome
E— at the Hlks Club., I learned of the ncetings through the nowspapers.
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Ker JOHS L. Lawi3, &7 AL

E? _1.IT At the weeting at the PEA Hall, the President of
Pll4 local at mine A presided. I did not understand
what happened as it vas hard for me to understand the

English vhile they were all talking at the meeting. There vere no fights
end I dad nct see any U3, nen there, I do not know vho made talks. I was
not on an; curmittees,

Ad At TOlos Ml ek e DR (.t k) meem e i AnA
.B.b L€ LLKS L4..I.uu jn-:':u.uu;, \yuuucu;.u}, PidTOLDU,

There vere no U'f. men present., There was not much discussion and ve &ll
voted to join the . After we decided to Join the UM., we sent for
Ednundson of UM, and he made & short talk. I do not know vhat he said,
T.e were all piven MY. cards to fill out, and I joined the GEi. As far as
I knov only Pi'A nen viere present when we voted to join the My, I wanted
to join the I because 1t is bigoer and stronger tnan the PEA, No one
talked to ne to get ne to join the UN1.

#The conditions at Iline 4 are just the same for me now as
they vere under the FliA.

1] hzve carefully read and fully understand the two and one
quarter pages of this statencnt, and it is all true to the best of my

knovledge,

e

Titnessed:
1al A-ent !l.!.I.
Speca.! Een!, !!.B.I.“
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Springfield, Illinois was jointly intervieved on
i —
Springil 3

S WOI conditions remain
the same under elvher union and it wade litile difference to him vho

had bargaining rights, He stated he believed Minc A would opan when
Elchoff signed with Wi.. He had therefore prepared to join prior to any
mectings. He exceuted the following written statcment:

“Springlicld, Illinois
Scptemoer, 14, 1943.

"I,— make the folloving statement teo

ﬁ anm’?hou I lmow to be Spocizl Agents of the
Fedcral Burceu ol Invustlgacion, U.S. Department of Justice., This
statonent is being zivon voluntarily be me and no threats or promises have
been made to inducc me to meke this stateaant,

w] residc at ringficld, INlinois, I vas
I zn prescntly employed at

inois as

"] first joincd the United ¥inc Yiorkers of Amcrica, referry
hercinafter as the 1., about Illincis, at the
I worked in conl mines in thc Springfiocld arce Irom
to 1932 under the M., In 1932 2 I vent to Minc A. The PHA had the ba
goining rinhts, so I joined thot wnion, I am nov referring to the Pro-
gressive Minc lL,orkers of Amcrien, rcforred to hercinafter as the PMA. I
vorked in Minc A until December, 1941,

nRefore poing to vork at lMine f; I Worked at the Jefferson Mine,
Springfield, Illfmoio ag a nomber of the WN. The Jefferson mine closcd
dovn for finsncial reasons, so I went out to Mine L. I voluntarily joinod
the P, at Mine 4, It did not make any diffcronce to me which unien had
the bargeining rights. I vwas an enginecr and the woridng conditions under

oither union vere the same.

uI first lzamed Elshoff had purchased Mine 4, through the nows~
papers, I did not welcoric the c}mngc as I wos satisfied, and I did not
know hov sccurc my job ¥ns or vhat clianges vould bo mzde. Tho labor coit=
ditions under the PiYf. and Ur. Ryan, the operator verc good and tho men
were vell satiafied as far as I could determino, I was not approached

by anyonc to Join the WL,
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Re: JOHN L., LBFIS, ET AL

INT ‘ : T heard a rumor, source not knovn, that Elshoff
might operate line 4 through Mine B, I did not
continue think this was possible as Nine B could not handle

‘that volumn of coal as it had all it could handle
already “hr-ugh the Min> B Tipple.

"It vars talk at the mine that Fishoff would open Mine A on the
condition that the miners would Join the WIis I thought this wes
possibly true, knowing vhat had happened at Mine B, Elshoff opened
ine B after the Ul got bargaining rights., Therefore, I thought I had
better join tho UL, to keep my job. I mede up my mird to do this before
any meeting, It wade no differcnce to me vhich wiior ied ih: contract
with the oporalors of iinc 4A.

"I vent to tvo union wuestings during the time of thoe discussions
concerning Minc [/ cmploroes joining the UF.. One vas at the P2 Hall
and the other vas held =t the Elks Club, Springficld., Somc PL A momber
praesided ot the nmecting vhich vas held 'vt the ril4 Hall. I do not recall
hov 1 got notice of this mectirg. They diccussed whether tho miners’
should join the ;. Somc mincrs vanted to and others did not. There
verce no threats or fights but thoy arpucd about the matter. I wos not
clected or nppointed to any conmittce. Thore vore no 1217 orpanizers
present to 1wy lknovledge. I 2lso went to the mecting hold at the Elks
Club on Sundny, in Scptumber, 1941. I do not romember how I got noticc
of this nmeeting, I do not knov who presided ot this mecting., Thore
vas practically no discussion, and the vote vaos token by a standing votc and
ell I sav, votcd in frvor of I, No onc influenced my vote, Bcfore this
vote, I do not recall thet therc vere any UM organizers proesent.

wf{ftcr this vote, the Pl mcombors asked Ry Edmundson of the (BT
to come over to teoke them 4n as n local of the U7 . Bimundson ¢ome over
with onc or t¥o mcn I did not knowr, He made a short spcech saying Elshoff
would opon Mine A in a short ting, date not recalled. I do not reczll
anything clasc that might hnve heppened at that accting,

n] started voridng ot lfine [ as soon as it opcned but only wrkod
about three monthc which was about Decouber, 1941, wznd thon I quit,
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL

NTERVIDW WITH
was jointly interviewe
1943 by Speciel Agents

He stated it made no difference to him what union he was in, that working
corditions wer~s better under RYAY, and that he did not attend any of the
meetings of T'{\ bccause he was taoc old for that sort of thing. EHe hed
nothing of value to contribute to this inguiry, but executed the following -
statement: ;

— 1linois
- September 17, 1943

" 7 e the following volunter:; stateuent to
n whom I know to be Srecial Agents of the
oderal Bureau of Investigation, U, 5. Department of Justice.

Illinols,

"I was born in and became & naturalized
Dnited States citizen in I am pressntly employed
and have worked th:re continuocusly since

at Yine A, Springfield, Ill.

"] started working at Mine A es & member of the Progressive Mine
Workers of Americe, which will be referred to hereinafter, as the B, 1
liked this union, but it made mo difforerce to me when I changed over to
the United Mine %orkers of America, which will be referred to hereinafter

as the TUN.

"] heard no rumors or talk about the mine not opening unless the
miners joined UM+ or that the mine would be opersted through mine B.

"] 1iked Yr. Ryan better than Elshoff as the mine operator because
working conditions st the mine were better under Ryan,

"1 thought I would have to join the UKW when Elshoff bought the

mine because Mine B was operating under the UMW,

"] attended nonc of the meetings in the Fall of 1941 which vere
ealled by the PMA to decide what union to wmork under. I was too old for
that sort of thing.

"The only reason I signod with the UM\ wns becauss I wmanted to work
and not because I liked the UMA.

"Io one ever contactsd me to got me to join the WMA.
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Re: JOHN L, LEWIS, ET AL

%] was satisfied to work under the F¥A snd I liked that

WTERVIES WITH
.nion better than the UMA,

"§¥ITNESSED:

(signed)
Special Agent, F.B.I.

AR -
S~ecial agent F.B.I."
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resides at
ia, vas interviered

AR+ Vi ] b.- [ ~ g, |

He is presentl;

d a go i ecause of his ability to express
ntellirence above that of the average nminer. He gave information vhich
+ forth in the folloving signed statement.

wSpringfield, Ill.
September 9, 1943,

"My nane is ke the folloring
statenent to an » ¥ho have
identified thenselves to ne to be opecial rzeuts o e Federal
Bureau of Investigation. J'o promiese, threats, or consideration of
any kind has been made to we to makc this statement. I am willing, if
necessary, to go to court and repeat any part of this statement,

the men at liine A mostly switched over to 't . I had been sick, and
had not 1orked at l4ine A since 1935, but + stoyed active in the local,
I sa the nen quite frequently around torn,
cnded all the noetings,

and a ¢ neelings.,

| § g YT 3 .
"During the swamer of 1941, the mine vwas clogsed, as it ' .

susuzlly ¥as. There was no dSscussion anong the rien about any oisatis~
faction vith the opuration of the local or of changing over to the nf.
Suddenly, an announcenent cane out in the paper that Elshoff vas going
to run iane A. Right a'ay there vas talk among the men about changing.
There vas a neeting of the local about tro nights aftor the announcement.,
T do not recall exactly »hat happened that night, because I was protiy
busy filling out cexonerstion papers, etc., for men that cannot read or
vrite 80 voll., <+here was & lot of confusion that night, HNo one knev
vhat vas going to happen, I do not know vhat vas said from the floor,

but I did hear many nmen talking in private conversations about the possibiiitr

of taking the cosl out of tine A through iline B, vhich Elshoff ran, and

not open itine A at all, That rould have been possibls, and the nen kner th&t,

because thesc tvo mines vere joined and used the same escape. There vas
also talk that if the rmon joined the WE™ that the minc vould be reopened,
'I do not lmov rly they thought that it vould open if it vas Wi, but that
vas vhat everyone thought. I think the men vho favored the U verc passing
that ¥ord around, The nen knev that liine B ras UM and the men vanted to
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Re: JOHN L. LE'1S, ET AL,

= S to work, and figured that Elshoff would probably
operate mine A through Mine B, The men thought
Cont inued) - that Elshoff was favoring the M. That was

the general opinion, and that was probably the
reason that ther thourht that Flshoff vould not opcrate 'ine A with P men

"At the first meeting not nmuch happenod flothing vas decided, be-

cAuse no one knev puch about vhat va j little later there
v2s anotiaer necting. That might, d sone of the other
nen vanted to vote right there in rogressive avout joining the W .

Soric of the men from other P13 locals vere there and vould not let them take
such a votc in the P! hall. They elected & committcc tec o end oo Elshoff

end £ 4 - ras poing to do. -‘! »s on that cormittoc. I think
vas on that counttec, bat 4 do not romember oxactly
tho. 4iha* ™n§ about a hat veos done, besides rore talk among the men about

tic possn.b:.l:.ty of mining Huc A through mine B.

"‘he eommaittec never reportod to the loeal again, because the next
nceting Tas held at cather the #1ks or the X of C, and I did not go to that
mecting. I do not knov vhor that meeting was called.

. fter that neeting the local had a for other mectings. It is
still in operation, and has about 30 nembers, ncn, vho did not go back to Mine
/. and tork under the United iline Yorkers.

#*There vas nover any violence that I knov of caused by the PifC
an koeping thie men in the Pi} at iine /. The ncn there vere all pretty vall
satisfied vith the local and the A7 until Kishof{ started opcrating the mina,
end then thoy all changed, because they Tanted to vork, and verc afraid that they
could not vork vithout joining the-Wf . Lt loast that is the vay it appeared
to me,

/s/ cial Apemt FBI
F. Bl I. "
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INTERVIEW WITH 1lincis was interviewed at his
_ home, September 13, 1 cial Agents m
Inmennnutll . .. tndad o

b L3l e A

0 o

Rey JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL

a criminal reco
poor wiwneus o8 he

1N VOVOW N WU LY “5?3
is able !o spez BE!!sg well but would make a

avors UX.¥W.

B i shod the following signed statemontt

S—
>ptember 13, 1943
ey TS,

"I I11,, mak> tre following
voluntary statcmenl Lo and vhom I know to
be Special Agents of thc Feder ccw of Inveuticciicn, no force, threats

or promises hrve becn made in obtaining this stavcuent and I know that what -

T o mwr maAmr Eesar T, v, viewd iy
i may soy may oc uszd in a court of law,

#1 was born

m enmigrated to the
become a8 naturalized citizer of Ui U.S. in‘ Spring-

"I was employed at Minc "A" in about 1939 and 1 gun"still
emploved at Kine "4 as & driver. !

U.S. in
I‘ield, .

- N Py e 1 &

T beceame a member of UMW Wa‘m transferred
to the UWS, in I changed from W s 1n cause UMW stole the
votes cast concernmang a cut in thc wage scale,

#T thought PMA was 2 good union being operatod for its
mombers but it made no difference to nc, whether I was 2 member of PHA
or M. I took no activc pert in union activities. I did not attend

wnion po.tings and I have ncver held office in any union,

PIn about hugust 1941 I heard somc of the mincrs talking about
Mine "4i" being purchascd by Blshoff. This was the first I know of the
sale of Minc "iM to Elshoff. I felt at the tinc I hcard Elshoff bought Mine
wWin that Mine %&" would boccome an UMY mine rather than & P4 ninc as
}inc WBY, which was opcreted by Elshoff was an W minc. It made no

difference to me whether Mine "A" changed from P4 to UMW or not.

"Up until Elshof{ purchased Mine ¥A" in August 1941 the

mplovees &t Mine "A™ were satisfied with FAA.

J’GG ERded s ER  PTwe w wrwmYaPeaws TSR o SNRQF
®*] was never approached by UiW organizers.

"] Hd not hear any rumors that Kine ®4%" could be operated
though Mine "BY,
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Ret JOHN L. LEWIS, BT AL

IITERVIEW WITH through Mine "BM,

~ (continued)

*I did not hear any rumors that Elshoff would only
operate line "A" if it changed to UMW,

—who resides in Springfield informed me that he

was 1o be held abt ths Elks Olub to desd da momethinc abhemt

ek, N bt o ke Wl A Tl ek W e WERSLS WA S g — =

: ne told me the reason the meeting was to belheld at. the
Elks Club 4in Scpt. 1941,

nT did not rcceive notice of any other mestings. I reside
a long distance from Springfield, therefore, I took no interest in any
meetings.

nSome of the miners informed me after the meeting at the
Elks Club, that the local PiA decided to join (W,

"] returned to Mine YA" about & week after Mine "A" opened
in Sept. 19/1 at which time I joined WaW in order to go to work.

%I do not sce any difference between PKA and W, conditions
at Mine "A" subsequent to Sept. 1841 have been the same under LW as they
were under PLA prior to that time.

®] have had this statemcnt consisting of three pages read
to me and it is true and correct to the best of my knowledge.

Witnessed:—

pCCia:l Agcnt FIBOIQ
Special Agent, F.B.l."

-~ 365 ~



o L

"mem.
Ill., muke tho following voluntury gic.0ment to opd
H whan I know to bo Bpcoial agonts o cdoral Burotu

of InVCSLlgs

¢ O

REs JOHS L. LEWIS, ET al.

—

14, 1943 by Bpeoinl agents
stoted ne did not have & orimine] record.
Pnglish well ond would moke o fulr witness.
signod stuuemunt to agontss

He furnished tho folliowing

"Springfield, Ill.,
Septembor 14, 1943.

one No foroo, threats or rcromiscs hovo boen modo in
obtaining this stutcrnent und I kmow that what I moy say muy be usod in

2 oourt of low,
'I was born mm ommigrotod to tho
U.S. in JJ become o naturailzed citison o U.S, in

Iil.

"1 beourmo o member of UMU in suburn, Ille in and 1
romainod a mombor of UM until ut whioh time I joined Fiti uns W87
wantod to osut the wuge ponle,

"I thought Pl wus ¢ good union being operated for its
menbersa

"In Bepts 1941 I road in tho nowspupor that ELSHOFF
bought Hine ™" fram RYaN, I thought ot thet tino thut Mino "a* .
would ohunge to W4T as I did not think ELSHOFF would oporate Mine "B”
as W7 und Mine « &5 PMae

"Brior to tho tine ELSHOFF bought lfine "A" tho enployoos
ot thce mine werc sutisfiod with PHu.

"o LT orgonizers nttomptod to got mo to join WE! uftor
ELSHOFF bought Mino "a"e

*] hourd o runor among the cmployoos of Mino 4 thot it wos
possible for Mine ™." to be operntoed through Mino "B" nnd ELSHOFF would
onorato Mine "a" through Hino "B" if tho employoces of Mino "i¥ did not
join W&ls Vhen I hoord that Hino "a” could bo oporcted through
Mino "B" I did not dooided to join WS/ but deoided to wait end see

what happenods
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REs JOHN L. LEIS, ET al.

". fow duys oftcr BLSHOFF bought Mino %%
in Bcpts 1941 u speoinl nmooting of PHa et P
cntinue holl wos held, nothing wus dooided «t this
noctlng and it wos not l:ncrm whut would 'bulr.e
nluoe in the oporstion of Uino "L

", few doys nftor the first neoting, & specinl nuoting
wt.s held at PlL, hell ot whioh timo o aannittee wus appolnted to sco
EISHOFF to find out if Hine "i" wos to bo put into operutione The
cormittoe oould not locato ELSHOFF.

"I oannot romembor who wns in chnrge of the tibovo nootings.

". fow doys after thc socond ncoting. ¢ noeting wes ot.lled at
Hedmon Bell by somconoce I did not atuvend 2s moihirg took plo-ue of )
intorost ct the first two mootingss I do not know what took plaoc ot

this neetinge

i fourth noeting wns oullmnt the Elks Clw
on 0 Sundcy in Bopt. 1941s as woll as I :cnenber no ono medo o statemant

beforc o vete wus token to see if those sttonding wonted to ochunpgo from
PLi tc Wi I votod for U7 as I wanted to go to work ot line “i" and

I 433 not think the minc would open if wo did not Join WM, but no ome

ncde & stotonent ot the meoting thot the mine would not opon if tho
omployses did not join Uile ZNIVIBG of WH made o talk ot this
mooting tfter the vcto wus tukons I did mot hear hime I joinod Wi
thot day und wont hamee I did nut go tc the WH building uftor tho
mecting o = in eherge of this nootinge

"I know of ull the abevo meetings us I spent o geod nart of
my timo tt the Pa holl us I was nut werking ot the tine.

"Conditions ot Mino "u" huve boen the sane undor M4l as they
wore under PMhe.

"I joined W7 to keep my job ot Mino "w", but I prefer
PiA ovor W7,

"I have been employod at Hino "a" sinoe about 1932 ue & diggor
and I an ot the prosent time omployod at Hine Ae

"I have hnd this stutement ounsisting of four poyos,
und it is truc and ocorroot to the bost of nmy knowlodgoe

Titnessods=-
- Spocial agant-FoB-I. :
Special agent, FeBeI.¥ .
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RE: JOHF L. LETIS, ET AL.

Springﬂeld’

INTE
m T1linois, was interviewed at his bome by Special
S ———
- .Sy
_wns cooperative but B not Ie + he woul e & go

¥itnees becaguse of his lack of knowledpe of pertinent facts on the Mine 4
ﬁ’"*m IUTniBNed une
ollowing eigned statement:

*Springfield, Il
Sentemhar 155 i

BT WL L

*1, Springfield, Ill., do
voluntarily make ollowing statement to md*
d who have made themselves known to me as Specia Agents o

the Federal Burceu of Investigetion.

1.
943,

and emigrated to U.S5.
gfieldlIll. in I started work~

n
1T 4o Gl fomoe IRCTA —d dhod 4=
i JOLOLNE ummwaA &T LAY Uilb.e

"] was in

I was peturelized in
ing in the mines around Danvill
I have never held eny office in any union.*am presently employed at
Mine A as extra shot firer. I started out at Mine & in* I joined AL
in 1932 and changed back to WA when Nr. Elshoff bought Mine A in 1941. 1
don't see any difference in either union, both of them have been the same

toc me.

Spr
8, I

i
1
L= 4

"] learned about the szle of Mine 4 by Mr. Ryan to Mr, Elshoff
from the newspaper. I was surprised end thought I would lose my 3job or at
least have trouble sbout chenging unions. I heerd that if we didn't go back
to BMIA ir, Elshoff was going to close Mine 4 end hoist coal through line
B. This was the talk between miners. ¥No organizers came to sec mo to try
end pet me to change unions. I camo to the conclusion that if I didn't
jein MLA thet I would lose my job and being yoars old I couldn't get

a job anywhere else.

*I ettended & oouple of moetings at FUA headgquarters and ome at
Redman's Hall where the sale of Nine & and whot we were going to do was
discussed. Some men were for UwA and some for FMA. 1 don't recall who

was in charge of the meeting or know enything about any Committies being
chosen to talk to Er. Elshoff, 8 the one who got me to go

to the mectings, I didn't atte ¢ meeting at the Elks Club and Mr,
Edmondgon mever spoke at any of tho moetings that I was at. I joined WA
at the United line Workcrs Bldge. .along with a lot of cdher miners, and went
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Re: JOHX L. LEW18, ET AL.

This page and one-half of statements volunterily nade
by me is true and correct,

-/
witnesseds

!pecial hgent, F.B.I., Springfield, Ill. .

INTERVIED wITH

ecntinued
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Re: JOHN L. LERIS, ET AL

INTERVIES WITH
pPringli

home by Spocial Agents

—:n tember 14, 1943.
criminal record. is able to spea rlish ﬂell but would not

make a good Government witness as he favors U,

-f:imi'shéd the following signed statement:

"Springfield, I1l.
September 14, 1943.

"I, Springfield,

I1l., make the following voluntary statesent to

B ho- I know to be Special Agents of the
ol Investigation. No force threats or promises have been made in ob-

taining this statement ani I know that vhat I may say may be used in a
court of law,

ployed at the present timc.

%I becane a member of ULy about! in Springfield, I1l.
and remincd 2 momber of UMY until 1632 at wnich time I beceame a
mexber of PMA. I bocane a member of PuA because my local UMY union
changed to PMA. I did not want to changs to PMA and only made the
changs beeause majority of thc miners wished to change to PMA,

nY have never token an active mert in any union activities
and naver hold office. '

"I liked PMA as 2 vnion and I can say nothing sgainst P,
but T alwnvs prefored Ud as I did not wish but one union.

wI rzad in the newspaver in about Sept. 1941 that Elshoff
bought Mine "A", I did not think at that timc there would be any
change in the opcration of linc "a".

w50 far as I know ths cmployues st Mine "A" were satisfied
with PMA a2t Minc "A" prior to the timc Elshoff bought the mino. -

bought the minz.

#T heard that it was possiblz for Minc "A" to bo oporated
through Minc "B*® and that dine "4" would not be opencd unless the
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Re: JOHN L. 1EWIS, ET AL

INTERVIES “ITH employees became members of Uiff. On bearing
the rumor 1 did not decide to become a member

continue of UMY, but decided to wait to sce what
ma jority of the miners did.

"I did not attond any PMa meectings between the time Elshoff
boushi Mine A and a meeting I attended at tho Elks Club in Sept. 1941.
I do not know if I received notice of any meatings other than the
meeiing at the Elks Club or not. Someone told mc that thcre was going
to be a meeting at thu Elks Club on a Sunday in Sept. 1941 to decide if
Lin: "A" should become an Ui minc. I attended this meeting.

was in charge of the mesting. As w:ll as I remenber Edmo

ol Uw. made @ statoment prior to the time a vote was taken, that kine
"4 would not oncrate unless the employels boeome members of UMW, I
do not ronember anpon. wlsc spocking. A vote was taken and 21l present
voted to join Ull"s So far as I know only cmployces of Mine "A"™ were
present 2t the mecting and thore wers no UMY organizers. I Jolned UMW
that dzy at the Elks Club. I did not go to the UMT milding after the

meatine.
Ling.

L]

"] wag emplorszd at ¥ine "AM 2s a digrer in-and stopped
working at Minz "A"™ in Oct. 1942 bucausz of my hilath.

"S5 far as I know th: conditions at ifine "A"™ were the same
under UKY as under PHA. I sce no difference in the unions.

-~

"I hav: hid this stotoment consisting of three pages read
o -~ +
wé Lo LY

i,
- T ot AT myr brwmanr] ~A
R i

Can

Fitnc ssed: (ssgneo) IR
Specizl Azent F.B.I.
.:‘P)C,’Ci:ll Ing’nt!, F.R.IM

dd4 L drmas mwmd -
v 6 u

_ -1 o~ ~
L R 4 Wi Glid & IJ A T LA TR W) 5\-.

4 o -
Lo 4
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R: JOHN L. LE'IS, ET AL \

was interviewed at his

13 prescntly
He was born

e becane a U.S.E:Lzlcn in

peaks and undcrsta.nds English ¥vell, and vould make a

"itness for the information he has to offer. He advised he

oy been arrasted.

r 3
&LCh oY s L= L L Y

_ executed the following signed statement:

nSprinzfield, Ill.
Sept. 15, 1943

Sorincfield, I11., make the

nl

y

following veluntary statenen whom
T knov to be Q‘hpﬁ'\sa'ﬂ Leoents of the I make

AR (o p IR

I came to the U,S. in
and became a U,S5, citizen in o in Springfield, T11, I am presently

"I first started vorking in mines in the U.S. in about-
T then becane z member of the United Hine Y.orkers of America union, I

A [- R L AN L 4 (R L= Al 1L

started to vork in Hine “A" Springfield, in about-

uIn 1932 I joined the Prosressive Mine V.orkers of America Union.
T joined PHA because I did not like vhat W%. was trying to pull, like John
L. Levis stealing the ballot box.

nI was satisfied working under PMA at Mine "A". I thoughl FNA was
an honest union.

*In about Sept. of 1941 I read that Elshoff had bought line "A"
from Rran. I felt that this ®as just a deal to get us to join IEY. at
Hine waA", I felt and thought that ¥lshofl would only operate line NAM
under M., I felt if I vanted to keep riy job at Mine @wA™ I would have

to join Uf..
"I heard that Elshoff might pull coal from Mine "A" thru line

npit if ve vould not go 1Y, Ho one from (X7 or the company told me I had
+5 jGiu {JE, but T falt if T tanted to go to vork T vould have to Jgj_!\-
mI.. All the talk among the PiIA nen vwas the same.
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Re:s JOHN L. LWIS, BT AL

'l‘t 1-

ﬂwwmn TR g v gy

TERTR Y ITH "] repember attending two PMA meetings held right after
B Elshoff bought the Mine "A". There vas a lot of arguing
at these neetings. 1 remember a comnmittee was appointed
to see Flshoff to see if he would operate - .. the men went UN.. Y.e had
heard Elshoff had said he would not operatc under PIA. The comrittee later
reported that after talidng vith Falecetti, vho was supposed to have talked

vith Zshoff, they had beem tId that if the men would vote to go UL

Elshoff would open Mine "A", I did not attend a meeting at the FElkts Club -
but the next day I heard there had been one and that the men had voted to

go U%.. About a veek later I went dovn to MY and signed up with them, I
joined UM, to keep ry job, but I vould rether have stayed with PMA, because
I vas satisfied vith it, Ve remcmbered the trouble there had been at kine

n3" and vie did not rant that.

E

"T stopped Torking at Mine “A"™ Aug. 19, 1942, because I wanted
to get out of the mines, I did not like \uu-u.uv at Mine "4" under 1F.
They kept guards around the mine to keep men quiet and it made us feel
like erininals to be guarded. I vould prefer to have worked under PHMA

and only chanpoed because I felt I had to, to kecp my Jjob,

"Thie statement of thre. pages has been read to me and it is true
and correct to the best of my knovrledge.

(signed) N,

% itness

scxal Arent, F.B.I.
Special Azent F.B.I."
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REs JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AlL.

q Springli®1d, , Wop eTvicwed at

his home on September 17, 1943 by Special Apgents
stated he did not huve &
oriminel records is & cak and understand English but would
not muke & good witness as it was obvious fram the information furnished
that he wos not telling the truthe

- furnished the following statemonts

"Springfield, Ill.,
Septembor 17, 1943.

"1, S ficld,
11ls, muko the following voluntury stttoment to and
, whom 1 know to be Speoiul Agents of the Federal Burcau

of Investigution, no foroc, threats or promises hove beon mude in
obtuining this statomcnt and I know that whut I muy soy muy bo usod in
2 ocourt of lowe

"I wus born in“ ommigrated to the US.
a und I bcoume u maturalizod orvizen of the Us. 8. in nbout

"I wu.s omployed aut Minc "A" in ubout -L-nd I um employed
ot Mine "A"™ aut the prosent timc os & diggers

"I beoume u member of Wi in Bpringfield, Ill., and I
rem=inod ¢ member until 1932 ct which timeo I buownc o nonber of FMa,
boorusc my lootl WRY union ohunged to Piu for somo unknown rcasony I
took no cotive part in union cotivities tnd it did not mike any
difference to me whothor I wis o mcnber of UMT or PMhae

"In Septe 1941 I hoard the whistle ut Mino "." blow for works
I went to work und saneone told mo that ELSHJFP bought ldno"A™ tnd 4f X
wented to work I had to join UMV as Mine "a" wus o UM ninvs I joinod
W'Y thut doy so I could go to work und I did not usk any questionss

"] 3id not Muew whon ELSHOFF bought Minoe "A", nor did I
know of any neetings boing hold aftor ELSHOFF bought Minc "A" to
ohange fra: PMY to Wf¥. I can furnish no information us to whot wont
oz botwoon tho timo ZLSHOFF bought Mino "u" and whon I joinod. UdM.We

in Scpt- 1941.

"Conditions ot Minc "A" erc the suno undcr US! as thoy vore
under PMie
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R3¢ JOHN L. LEWIS, 2T al.

IHNT

i WITH =

gcontvinue

®iitnoesods

"I huvo hod this stotemont oonsisting
of two pugos read to mo and it is true und oore
root to tho bost of ny knowlodgos

Speoiul agent = FeBele

———__.
e
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JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL

INTEEVIEE T ITH wee intorviewed by Specicl Agents—
in the Springfield Field

Office. wes reluctapt to discurs any phase

of his nctivitiee and only efter it wee celled to hir ettention thst he

hod been becten et the Progresesive Holl would he mention it. He insisted

+het he did not know the identity of his attaockers. He denied being

cporoached by anyone trying to influence his actions in the event he

voe guestioned by Agents of this Burecu. He steted that 1f ocalled op

to testify ho would tell the truth. It ile doubted thet he would be &

fevoratle vitnese. He announced hir complete ectisfootion with U.l.W.,

gtoting thet he wae much better off with them than Frogressive. His

stotement, vhich he refused to sign, is as followes

“Springfield, Illinois
Sept. 10, 1943

b ! moko the following voluntary stctement to
both of whom hove identified themeelves as
S-ecizl Agents o© ¢ Federal Burecu of Investigotion. Fo threats

or promises heve been made to induce me to moke o etotement.

"] wag born in
— 1 storted mining in cnd joine

tinade 1 heve never held emy office in the uniom.

end now livo et
the U.M,¥. ot thot

®] sterted working for Iine A in 1933 and prior to that hed
worked ot the mino for fJvenrs. I joined tho Frogressive
union in 1932 when ths etcte wont progressive. I don't know any-
thing cbout the etrike ct {line B in 1937 and don't knov onything

sbout the union nctivities ct that plrce.

%I recsll that ce ueutl, i'ine A shut dovn in the epring of
1941 for o sensonel ghutdovm. I vee then ¢ member of progrossive.
I vize out of town in the eurmer of 1941 end when I ccme back I heerd
thot Elshoff hed bought ifino A from kyan.

"1 roonll thcet e meeting wre eallod by Progressive to try and
disouss 2 to vwhot wee going to horpon ot Xipe A. Thot 1s_ we were
vondering if it wae going to be progressive or united, Ae I reccll
it o cornittes of six wae cpnointed by the union to go end ese Elehoff
ebout line ». Theeo men ce I reonll it were—

F Thosge of ue who vere on the oomitfee went dOWNSLOArSs GT
Frogreseive to crll Elehoff end I guese one of our men called
Elehoffe Then I came doun the etoire somebody im o group im the hall
juwmed on mo ané kicked mes "I don't know for sure even that ome of
our crond oslled Elshoff. I hecrd some one yell thot they were going
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JORF L. LENIS, ET AL

INTERVIE ' VITH to cut my throst, but all I know ir that & gang
H jurped on me. I don't recsll the ncmes of any of
continue the mon who were in the orowd that beat me. The
meeting broko up as fer es I know, but I kept right
on out of ths building ee fert e I sould. I wae mrt, but not bed
enough to require medicel asttention.
%I pover vent out to I'ine B to see Faloettl or Elehoff
cbout ho- the mine woe going to operates I believe it wos eround e
wael: or go cfter that I joined tho U.2W. 1 joined U.}.W. the londay
cfter the prograssive group hed their mooting on Sunday ot the Elks
Club. I did mot go to the mccting ct the Elke on Sundey becouee I
¢icn't fool goods A1l I know is that I joined the U.M.V. becruse I
vented to oné die eo of my ovn froe wille In my opinion our working
conditions have improved 307 since ve joinod united. I reocll also
th>t I went up to the unitod holl to sign up Tor that union.

%I hove rerd over this entire stetement of three proges and
wigh to stcte it ie trus.

WTre gbove stntement voe read ‘by_ vho advitted

it v2s true, but refuecd to eign.

Specicl .gente, FeBula,
U. S, Dept. of Juretico."™

Qe UL
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qstated he 43
English but hee & very bad memory.
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Res JOHN L. LEVIS, Et Al

iIJTERVIEJ'f VITH

Springfield, Illinois,
1943 by Special Agents
at his hame,

ie able to spesk
He would make & poor Govermment
witness due to his age.

- furnished the following signed etatement:

®Springfield, Ili.,
September 13, 1943.

“1, ringfield, Ill., male
the following voluntery statement to and
whom I know to be Srecial Agents of the Federel Bureau of Investigetion,

no force tirects or rronises heve been made in obtailning this statement
end I know that what I may say mey be used in a court of law,

*1 become & member of Ui¥ in m
rem-ined & member of Uil until 1932, when ecame £ member o "

I wes in favor of the change from Ut to PHA es UMY stole notes cast
concernirg the chonge in the wsge scale.

%I considered PIA & good union being operated for its members.
Tne employees &t line A" so far as I knov were satisfied with PHA
prior to the time the mine was boucht by Elehoff in 1941,

*In about August 1541 I wss told by some of the miners at
tine “AY thet Elehof{ had bought tho mine. I did not welcome ths changa.
1 thoug't Elchoff would meke }inc "A" chenge fram Flh to U¥F, e& he hed
forced Eine “B® to chenge from PM4 to UMW,

®1 did not hecr enything about Elshoff operesting Mine “A%
through 1lline "B,

“I thought Elshoff would not operate Mine “A" unless the
employscs became members of U.¥; most of the miners I talked to thought
the semo thing, I dcoided to chenge from FMA to Uit so as to keep my
job et ¥ino “A* clthough I did not went to changse I wes not spproached
by emy Uit organizers to join AN,

®I did not cttend any PE. mootings betwoen the time Elshoff
bought Mino “A® in August 1941 end e meeting on & Sundny in Sopt. 1941
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