Re: JOHN L. LEFS, EI' AL,

ITERVTER V:ITH
) h 1943 by Special Agents m
?z‘eads , speaks and understands
. T Yestily in court. Hovever, he seened

when one considers that

Mine B, aid he i
noss To

Agks -
vhich would be af-

fected seriously 1Y 1O 2 uny or two, He claimed
to have no criminal record. _umzshed the following signed
* statement.

. : WSpringfield, Il1,
September 13, 1943

i nake the following voluntary statemaent to
whom I know to be Special Agents
) c reas g Pcation, of my om free will, with

no threats or promiscs made to ne.

I joined thc Umted Hlnc DR pring
member of that unaon until 1932, vhen I joined the
Workers of America. I beg B i

until Deccmber of

3 ssive MNine
and worked thore

M hile I vas an officer of thc P.M.A., I had no trouble with the
management of iine B, and, in the period from 1932 to 1937, I knew of
no trouble betwecn the wnion and the management, had no part in

the formation of the P.M.A. and,

knev nothin out conditions dow
and had no knowledge of amrthl
spiing of 1937, I heard that conditions betwcm the \mion

and the minc weren't so good, but I don't know that the disputes, if
any, were about,

nJust beforc the strike in 1937, sone P.M.A. men had Joined the
U.M.Ti., and ¥ere agitating among the men to pull thoam away from the
P.l. A, Some of thesc men vere Pasquale, Carter, hustin, Shrelevious,
Bohamnon, Hale and Plotch, I was under the impression that thesc men
were paid by tho U.lLl. to pull men away from the P.M. A. I don't

B
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TITTERVTR T ITH kno~ any othcr reason vhy men %with good working
econditions vouwld try to causc trouble, None of these men
gver telked to me, but I saw thom talking to some of

the other nen, I think that these fellovs set up a T.M.W.
local of thuir ovn, vith Bohannon presidont, shortly after the strike. The
P.'.h. expellcd thesc men at a wnion necting just before the strike. I wasn't
at the ncoting, but heard about it the next day, The P.M.L. officers had a
discussion vith the supcrintondent of the mine the morning of the strike,

The P.iL+. had a closed shop contract, and the super refused to kcep those
ron fron going to vork. 4s far os T knovt, that 18 the only reason for the
strike,

" don't renember signing any petitions for the P.ll.A. or any
sther wiion in the summer of 1937, In the f2ll of 1937, I hcard that
the nmince vas goang to open up, and went out the first day. I don't re-
rember hov 1 heard about it. Vshen I got there, I heard that the manage-
ment vanted to operate the minc vith U,ub, men. The U.LY . didn't have
¢nough nen to operate the mine, and the P.lLA. men wouldnft work vith the
Ui, The P,N.4. begon to picket the mine to keep the ULM.L . men out.
The federal injunction vas gotten by Elshoff, perhaps to protect tne property,
cnd perhaps to keep the PJLA. avoy.

®In Decerber of 1937, in the ecloctiun at the state arsenal,
I voted for P,i.A. because 1 folt thoat vas tiue better union for me,
and was best for gy benefit.
were appointed by the P.MA. L2 B
Both sides could hove had represcntatives,

bl i 3 e e
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honest as 3

! 1€ NeL. B. ton told us to do,
the rine was shut dwm, sonc rnan, vhose naue I can't rohember, but who had
an artificial leg, canc to iy house and tried to get nme to join the UMW,
No threats or anything vor: nade, but I told hin I didn't vant to,

"In tho fall of 1939, I went back te vork at the nine vhen it /
opened., I dm't renenber how I got vord, the the mine %ould rcopeils WO
anc over contacted ne at the nine ab'mt Joimang the U,nW,. after I vent
back, although jc nt the tipple. In Decenmber of
and have ncover been back to

“Ty go back, vhm the fcllow with the artificial leg cane to sce
e, he told me that if he got enough nen to join UM, ot l'inc B he could
go back to work there. He had been hurt in an accident ot the nine, and
there was swwe dispute over lLis accident elain, He was firoed, and was told
he could nevér work therc agin, 4fter a while, he jeined the U.lfWN., and
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TR IE. Y ITH bepan oroanizing for then, and was rehired at dine
B, aftcr he joined U.M.T,. He 15 still working there,
ntl I think.

I don't ronenber telling Felcetti, in the fall of 1937, that U.M0.
clcan up men couldn't vork the mine unless they vere Pulehe T don t ro-
orber anything about e conversation vith hin, I don't renenber
ver asking rme to attend a U.l4b. nocting, elthough I ¥nov
1L, ncrber.

nSome tine aftcr the election of February, 1941, which I didn’t
vote in, I vont back to !Hine B. I had recovered i‘runmand
vanted to go back to vork, I asked the super, and he 58T - ave .
a job if I got a U.anh. card. T tried t5 ot one fron Bohannon and & U.MLV,
bsard iwcnber, but Bohannon said there wasntt any roon for me becausc I ¥as |
too gonod a Promressive. by
|
"I have read the foregaing, consisting of about four pages, and
state it is true to thie bost of ny knuvledge.

/s

.,ﬂi.}n s, F'BI, Spl"ingflCld, Ill.“

/s/
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Re: JOHN L. L&.IS, ET AL

. LITY

il T
Septenber 11, 1943 by Special

he has vorked ror kisholl and ‘F‘A1m=11"i for over ) 1d they are

has
both fine peaple,

MIa‘ced he vas satisfied with the manner the PMA was
operatany 1) srand that he vas avare that IF organizers were trying

to organize for UM in Minz2 B in May, 1937. Thesec statements were put in
a written statement as he gave the statement and he corrected the statement
in his own handvriting as wellas initialed two pages of the statement.

PRI, 0 0

At this point in the interview nd
of the family intcerrupted the interview :LW\ g
the housc with them dus to a death in the family. mzcuscd himself
and nade another appointuent for 6:15 P.M. September 13, 1943 to complete
the interview., This latter appointnent was kept by the interviewing
Lgcnts at which time statod he had changed his mind about making a

statement, that he kmew nothing of interest, and would not discuss the matter
further, He denied he had been instructed not to maoke a statement.

everal members )

g
wld have to leave

The following tvo pages of a Written statcrent verc executed
and vitnesscd by intervioving Lgonts.

"Springficld, Illinocis
Qant omher TT 19473

F O b aiiar N — T

co the folloving voluntary statemont m*.1
vhom I know to be Special Agents of the Feder

nvestigation, U.S. Department of Justice.

nT presently residec at m Springfield, Illinois,
am prosen loyed at Mine B, Springiicid. Tas bom”
% ne

The first union I joined was the Unite

"Y.OTK.rs oi_gmerica, reierred to hereinafter as the Ui, I joined this
union in at Mine B., Springfiecld, I worked there until returned
to Mine B in d vorked there continuously until the pre tima,

vith the gcei 1 oi“ the time the mine was out on strike. —

uI have never hcld an office in a nine union, Prior to 1932, as
far as I knovi, Elshoff got along well with the W4 and the same applies
to his relatlons vith the PiA from 1932 to 1937 when the mine closeds I
voluntarily joined the Pii in 1932 at ltine B when that union obtained the
bargaining rights. .
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Fe: JOHN L. LBI5, RT AL

INTERIIA. T.ITH bargaining rights,.

#] was satisfied the the PlA was well run when I worked
under that union at Mine B, although thal union was strict regarding the
enforcenent of their by-laws. As far as I know, both Elshoff and Falcetti
vere impartial as to which union had the bargaining rights. I have worked
vith then for -'ears and I think they are both fine people.

nTt is my understanding that on April 1, 1937 the Progressive
¥ine l.orkers of Anerica, referred to hereinafter gs the FlA through their
officials signed a contrect vith Elshoff for a $5.50 a day wage scale ¥ith
no retroactive clause pending a pernanent settlement., A4t that time as I
understand it, the U7 had a vage scale which amounted to $6.00 a day.
Therefore the miners ¥orking at iline B viere dissatisfied. I know that I
was. Due to this, many miners wanted to po over to the Ui to get the
extrz money.

n] know that there vas & group on men, whose names I do not
recall, vho ¥ere try to organize for the men to join the MM.. A
bulletin was posted at the mine calling for a special PMA meeting on May 11,
1937. I did not attend this meeting, but the next day at the mine I heard
some men had been expelled for orgzanizing for the Wi,

F of the Pi'A and a Board member of that union, told the
miners the P.A had a contract with a retroactive clause and thev vould

get back pay. Falcetti handed the Secretary of the 10ca1,_
(phonetic), a copy of the contract and had him read it to the men to prove
there vas no retroactive clause. I do not know rha-replied to

that.

T ITESS

Special gzent F,3.I1.

Specia! Af:en!, F BRI
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Re: JOHV L. LEWIS, ET AL.

:}f Springfield, Illinois, was interviewec at his
AN home by Special Agents 4
! - He was cooperative but it is not believed he would M! ! .

FooC witness inasmuch as he ceased working at lfine "B" at the time of

thé strike in 1937 and therefure did not possess knowledpe of pertinent (
facts in this case, He is native born and 1s employed b ]
{

He has no knowh criminal record. -smlm

"Sprirgfield, I1l.
September &, 1943

"y, make the
follo*-':ir;[g Vo Ty sta t to
who are Special izents ol Lhe Fegeral ZBureal oI in-
%wn. ro threats or promises of any kind have been made

to get me to rake a statement and I d so knowing that it may be
used in a court of law,

1 ves oo

"] began working in the mines when I was about s, old,
1 started at Peabedy #6 and Joined U.MW. at that time. began
working at Mine 'B° aboutﬁ

"T have never held any office in either union.

"ag far as I know there were no strikes, closedowns or
any partiality shovwin toward either wnion Yy the mine officials
and everything went along smootily until the strike in 193A
T attended wnion meetings of P.lU.a. about once a month but took
no active part in the discussions.

n] was working as a 'cager! at the mine and therefore I
did not contact many men and I was not approached by anyone to
join U.M.". In the job I was doing I had to be do¥m 1in the
mine about and hour before the rest of the men and I had to
stay wntil all of them were out at night. I did not see any
literature being distributed at the mine by UMb, and I cid
not know of any organizers or spies in the mine vhile I worked

there. I do not know what caused the strike in 1927 except that
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Re: JOHX L. LEWIS, ET Al.

INTERVIEW WITH on the day of the strike I saw several cars
come out that were ovnly partly loaded and it was
continue my job to get as much tonnage out of the mine

as possible, That afternoon when the cars were
loaded short the men all came out about 2:20 o'clock and I came out and
brought my clothes home and never weni back.

! and vhile I worked there Emory Jacawe; DE L0
518 a petition to go back to work as U.M.W, but I did not sign. Another
man asked me to sign a petition for P,M.A. and I think I signed it but

1 don't recall vho brought it to me.

and have never worked in the mine since Mine 'B' went on strike

for about 3 months in 1943 when I worked at Mine 'Bt, I quit then
ind don't intend to go in the mines again. When I went back to ifine
137 in 1943 I joined U.M.W.

"] have no choice of any union and would join whichever wnion
wzs at the mine if I ever went back to the mine.

wI have had tiis 2% paze statcment read to me by—

Wl :o¢ it is true and correct to the best of my knowledge.

5/
THitnessed:

/s/ , Special igent, F.B.I.
pecial agent - F.B.I.n
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ro:  JOIR L, LECTIS, ET AL

INTERVIEW WITH

pring inoJ18, was
his homo by Spccia.l Agents
He was vory cooperative and shou G & goo
T to be abls to withstand crogs-examination, He wos

actlve in the forr\ ti-n of P.V.A., and hold the office of Board Member

Fe was oanvictcd along with the others in the bombing;l([/

25 since been workin-

AVLTL~C eaucation,
—supﬁliod the {~1llowinzg sizned stateoment:

"Springficld, Ill.
Scptember 11, 1943

"I , mekc the following
stotement to BN who are Spocial Apents
of the TFederal Burzsiu of InvestizAtion. No WS or promises of any kind

have been made to cause me to make o statement and I know that it may be
used in o court of law,

"I was m I cams to America with my
parents in am & naturallzed ttn of U, 8. such citizenship having

tzen derive sugh my paronts,

"I first bezan working in the mines in- near —

joincd UMY, at that time.

"] was workinz at Peabody ilinc #9 when F.M.A, wes formed., I was
instrumental in forming P.M.A. which was started bocausc of a revolt of the
miners asainst the reduced wagc scale proposed by John L. Lewis. UKW,
in I1l. was placed on e provisionnl basis in ebout 1925 and then tho miners
werc deprived of thoir autonony at that time. Under this regime the elected
officinle lasted only 50 lonm as they f£21llowed the directivos of John L.
Lewis nnc his henchman, This &lso caused the men to break eway from U.M.W.

art in sreanigin- for P.M.Aq
After orcanizin? b

vo petitioned for a
Then we asked for o

¢r mines in 3 2 Y g
rocall of the officers of U.M.W. which was ignored.
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Res ooHY L, LEWIS, ET 4L

INTCRVIET WITH cnnvention which was alsc ignored. Then we had
a reforendum vote which wos going azeinst the
¢ontinue propngsed scale and another vote was taken later

ond it alss showed that we were winning and then

the ballots wore stolen.

"F o A, mrowoout of a $1lespie in Scpt. 1832,

Tetie TMANATO - 11y

R it b el A Nl of

~ e v 2
i Ay el s

[ ]
Al m e o e TR AER Y vt Oy A
loenl soncti-nced tho set state seale,
"Thc nminers in FLM.A. appeared o likc their officeors and willinrly
sove ony special asscsments which were made to take care of the bombing triel
and cascs, '

"iy first contoct with Mine "B™ was ints sbout 1935 when I was an
alterncte F.M.AL Boor? MVerbor and later while I wos Board Member, That
eontact am-unted to sottlins disputes and gpricvances., I had some difficultier
in scttling these diffcrounces beeause lilne "B" afficials were antagonistic
rost af the time, As on example, Falsetti was continunlly requesting the
% hour clean up periosd which only U M.W. had¢ ané which was meant for the
hard eosl rozionsg in Iemn,

"Lfter my elective ~ffice of Board Momber ran out in February 1537,
I asked Palsctti for a job and he mave me o Jjob as pardon tender. 1 was
workint with Tony Flateh, Cotton Anenias, John Sirtout, Emnry Jacaway ond
Bill Crompton in the pardon,

Y.t the time I bezan workins a2t Minc "B™ Charlcs Bohamnnon, Pete
Carter and Prank #ustin wero densuncing the officicls »f FJML.A, ebout larsze
sung of money roing misappropriated and policy of F.M.A. and wero spreading
U.l.W, propazanda, Lbout § weoks after I started working at Mine "B" 1
startcd working et Minc "B" I started driving mules oxtra and was working
with Bohannon, Carter and JAustin and hearing them talk o while, I occused
them of beiny U.lLT5. organizers and Bohanmosa said, 'I'm golag Yo get mine
while pettin is rood! and by that statcment I understood that he was being
0id by UJY, 7. About this timo the wa-e sctle agreement ran out an
h siznod o temporary azrcement with Oscar Falsetti. This contrac
a1lcd to contain o rotroactive clousc but lnimed that such a olauso
wns understonéd to be a part of the contract by tacit aprocment botween
FM.A, and the minc =fficials. Bohamnon and Curtcr found sut absut this
omigsicn and begon tc inform the men that they weron't goinz to get any back
pay beccusc they had scen the contract and it wasn't in it, This argumont
provod t- be truc bocouse whon paycdey arrived the men ¢id not get any hack
cy. This causel some unrest amonz the men. I personally talked tch
*abam it and told him that he had made a mistake but he wruldn

it to me.
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Res  JOMM L. LEGIS, ET AV

Tl [TTVIIT VIT "7 nover attendod any meetings at which TU.M..,
organizers were expellod but understood there
W wcre two moetings at which at loaost nine men
vere expellcd and I beliove that at the first
coting Bohannon, Carter and Austin were expelled. The FuMeA, attempted to
"ct Elshoff to fire these expelled men but he refused claiminb that he ¢ould
not lezally do 8o under. the wozner hct as it would show discrimination,
after the ¢ompany refuscd t3 abide by the oral nzreemont to pay retroactive
wares and ts firc the oxpellod orzanizers a suggestion wos made and adopted
by absut 70% of the miners thm cars would bo loaded short and thereby oouse
an incrcagc in the pradnatinn sts and in this way Elshoff would be foreed

S R - e e e L Ll L il &l B

to ¢ome o on acreement,

"About tw> days befors the strike Folsctti called me into the office
end showed me the temporary contract =nd askod me if I could sce anything
in it about retroactive wazes. I told hinm no but said that I knew that
therc was o tacit undcerstonding betweon him and q thot retroactive wages
were to be paid. Ilic flatly denicd any verbal asrccmcnt said his compeny
eould act only »n written contracts. Iic ulsﬂ t51d me that tho company sould

n~t ~+ an opaoratin~ with short loads bein nt un and nsked me ifI could

e Wl Wik G WAL, w b W hd W vv-.u» Wy

do anythinge sbout 1t
"On the morninz »f the strike Hand I discusscd the controversy
shuldc

and I tcl2 him under no circumetonces ¢ strike thc mine and advising
him that we could briag Elghoff to his kncoee by our present methods.

"On the day of the strikc cveryone was called out and I didn't

knyw whether it was o striko or shut-down, I found out vhen I came om
top that it wus = strikc c3lled by YR When I came out I-ron into
Falsetti and he asked oo vhat I the m mLout it and I said 'GRe playec

rirht int> your hondst' and he sald 1f I had been the board member it nover
would have happencd,

"} rceall sizning o PJMJh. potition about two weeks aftor the strike
which was circulated to show that F,M.A, was in o mojority and shiuld have
the bvarpaining rights.

1

1588 nmie nwe whA =aroc

- h ™ ded e o wn
rr “hikde S TIL

*1 was at the rminc vhen “m Austin and %} 8 Wid Werc
oxpelled tricd t> open the mine and thot morning Folsetti said tho company
haé sisncd o contract with U L.w. ond if we woanted t> work we would have to
Join U, L.‘ The men refused and bozan & sit-down strike which lasted until
they were put off the minc prorerty by an injunction.

1o pd

-~
34

"1 recall votinz in the N,L.R.B. elocticn which I M.A, won by 2
large majority. This clecti-n was fair and square as far as I know,

et - 150 -

:
!
|
i

L N Ll P L T i S a A T I ke T T T eI P RN HL S
' - S e . BT . By rEATIRT R



Re: JOEX L, LETIS, ET AL

INTERVIE: WITH "Shortly after the clection n committee of three
Itolions came o ses me at my homc and tried %o
continue get me to orzanize at Mine “B® for ULM.L, saylng

that they would moko it worth my time. These
three men woere Jae allancse, Dominic Fosquale and the third has since died
Tut I ¢on't recall his nams. About 2 month later Andrew Skrelevious, Joe
Llionesc, and Dominic Posguale, came to sce me at my home anmd tried to rot
rme to sreanize for U.MJ0. saying thot I would go on the payroll es of that
day., "¢ didn’t agree at-nll and they left.

. f
"I never returncd to Mine "B™ agoin until Jon, 1940 when I tried /
.t my old jol lack and I was told I would have to join U.K.W, and I |

I3 !

"1f 1 had & frce and voluntary choice of jrining either union,
1 would choose F.l.A. I have rcad this 7 page statement and it is true.

R v

"itnessed:

— {si-ncd) Special Azent, F.B.I."
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Re: JOHN L. 1¥ IS, ¥T AL,

— Spﬂng!l'e!!, !!!inois, vas :i.ntervie!'.'e! m.!s residence
on September 12, 1943, by Special Lgents m
s mdm wnderstands and speaks Engiisn suiiiciently
vell tc tostily, bu ; clall be unable to read English. He exhibited
a lack of interest an union actavities. said he has never been ar~
rested. e exccuted the following statenent.

INTEIS Y ITH

wSpringficld, I1l.
Septerber 12, 1943

make the folloving voluntary statcement
to vhon I knot to be Special
Archins o nvestigation, of my o free vill,
vith no threats or promscs nade to me.

" an livang at
am vorking at line b. 1I7vas and
camc to the United States in T
I joined the UK. in Springiicld, in joined the P.M. A,
at ine B, and rcjoined the U.ILY . at ine B in Junc, 1940.

whon the ™.1./4. bepan in 1932, I1ent along vith the men. The
wnion vas all right, treated us as best they could, and I tas satis-
fied vith 1t. I didn't go to very nany meetings, because I don't uwn-
derstand very iell, but cveryone at the meetings had a chance to get up
and say vhat they plcased, hs far as 1 knov, the union got alonpg OK vith
the management, I don't renember any P.M.L. meeting the night before
the strike, and probably didn't go, becausc I had been sick and didn't
go out much, - On the day of the strike, I vorked all day long. Then
T cane up from vork, all the miners said there vouldn't be any vork the
nert day., I don 't knov the cxact reason for the strike, but I heard
that the minc managenent wanted the U.lLT:, and not the PoM.l. I don't
reaember signing any petition or paper for the P.l. /e, Or any other
wiion, that summer, No onc asked ne to join the G.ILY. that summer,

B T o

T don't rcriember hov I heard that the mine vas going to open up
in Septumber, 1937. I didn't go out the first day, but the sccond, vhen
T vent out, all the men vere there ready to go to vork. There vere a
bunch of U.l.” . nien there too, T didn't go dovm into the nine. I -
don't knov thc rcason for this, I was on thic picket, vent out by mysulf
no onc forced me to, I Tas on the picket line to protect my job against

men vho might be brought in to vork the mine,

uIn the clection of Decamber, 1937, I vas told by the P.lL.i. union
that thc votc vas to be in the armory. The union officers didn't tell us

o ’

- 152 -



A e T [
. 7

s : . VTRV SR LR = USRI SOV £ JFELSSNEL L SV A

¢ ©

R: JOMN L. LE IS, T LL.

R [
+ - . l.lU'» \-V

+
+
]
.I\
..p.

vo d to vote vay we vantod to.
1 voted for the P.l... because I vas & mamber of that
union., it didn't really make any difference to me vhich

union had a majority in the mine.

)

iy o W sal h‘}r
Ta

T

nIn th- fall of 2939, I got a notice from the company saying that
thc minc vas going to open wp. In July of 1940 I joined the U.M.T'., becauss
T thought the majority of the men had joined that umion, No one forced me
toc, and no one threatoned me, I thought that the majority of the men had
joined from conversations vith them. No onc ever told me that, and no
onc ever spokc to ne about Joining,

"I the eclection of February, 1941, I voted for the U.lS . be-
cause 1 vas a nomber of that wnion, It s5till didn't nakc any difference to
ric vhich union I ¥as a mcmber of, T just vanted to be vith the majority.

"In the veck after Labor lay, 191:)3, sonac men verc out at the mine,
telling 211l the nmen that they dadn't have to talk to federal agents if
they didn't vant to. 1 vas in tho vash-house, and didntt hear him., Some
of thc men told me about this, -

ad the forcpoing, consisting of tvo and a half pages,
tc that it is true to the best of ny knovledge.

/s/
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Rcs JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL

rcico s Y =i\
' _ Illinoie was interviewed in his residerces on September
' 13, 1943 by Speciel Agents “and*
N m!spea&s and understands English lairly well,
' D BCE O

I interest in union activities, If neocessary he will
testifys He scid he hes no criminal record.

_‘urnished tho following signed stotements

“Springfield, Ill.
Soptembcr 13, 1943,

vI, muke the following stotement froely and
volurntarily to =ng mwho heve idontified
themsolves to me ts AZcnts © odcrol Burcau of Inveostigation.

I live ot
employod in Minc B, I w:o
como to the Unitcd Statos in
Springfiecld, Ill.

the United ¥ing Workers, whon 1
gtorted to work im Minc B in 1 stoynd in this union until 1932
whan 1 joincd tho Prograssive wific “orkors of imeriecs I rcjoinod the
U W%, in August 1940e I hove not held on offico in omy union,

®I first joinod c union

“.s fer &s I cn concornod, the F.llil. wos o good union from
1932 to 1937. I den' kzow of ory trouble it had with tho Einc B managoe-
monte I liked P.Y.... bceause tho mojority of tho minors liked its That
is why I joincd the Fulfii in tho firet ploco. 1 slways wonted to bo
with tho mojority of tho mincrse. It roally makeos no difforonco to mo
to which union I belong. Prior to 1932 I had boon setisfied with THF,
ond aftor thot I vos satisfiod with Puilde

"Prior to the stort of tho striko in 1937, I don't romcmbor
hocring cbout tho cetivitics of cny UllLVW. mon at Niro Be Nobody
gontaocted me obout eigning up with UK. I attonded PeMsi. union
meotings cbout once & month, but I dor't rorwmbor any discussion about
throwing somc mee out of the union bocauso of thoir disloyclty to PeM.i.
1 did not know cnythirg cbout the P.l.i. mcoting on the night bofore the
strike stortod.

I ®Or Yy 12, 1537, I rocall thot I worked all daye I wos
w. working in tho parting at that tirmc, ané know nothing cbout nircrs
locding tho ‘oars with short woights. 4ae I recnll, when I finishod working

- 154 -

T I T T
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INTERVIET VWITE that dny the locnl president of P.M.A.,, who I think was
e —— wn mararld molms P P o
ing B &

r—— - @@ 7 7 9 a 41 L e 2
w Fﬁc‘uu me thot we weren't goimg ¢o work in
continued ny more until the ocompamy signed o contract

vith Palleiie

®]1 did not sign cny petitions or papars in the summer of 1937.
I sow in the newspopors thot Elshoff wos going to reopon Mine B in
Soptembor 1937, I did not go to Kinu B the first doy. A couplo of
daye lctor, whon I wont to Minc B, I lecrnod thot Elshoff wantod to
work with U,1.", znd I hoard in genorcl conversstion among tho miners
thot ho hed signod ¢ controot with UuMdW. In the fell of 1937 tho
Peliese men pi -+ ¥inc B to kecp U,IiV. men from going into the
minca I did not go out to tho
picket ‘ o go on to tho picket lipo. 1
gow only ifing B in thc pickcting group. I wuen't ot Iinc B whon tho
ipjunction was rcad to tho minerse Yo wore at Mino B ot this timo #0
Elshoff could not bring in U«ie™. mon to work the mires

"Iy thc cletion in Docombor 1927, I wotod for Pe.lels 1 saw
the noticc of clcetion in tho nowspoper. A group of us wordk to tho
Stete iarmory from the Pulivie halle Ko ons told me how to vote, ond
I votcd for P.M.i. beceousa I thought it wes the best union for mos It
was more poceoful ond quict at Mine B with Pill thero than 1t vias whon
T.t,"s was thorc.

®] rocoived & lettor from Elshoff cbout the rooponing of Hinc B
in Fovembcr 193%. I wont bock to tho mine on tho third or fourth &y,
but had to wait for a job for o couplo of wosks boocuss no room Wie
rocdy for mc.

”talkod to m: chout joining U.H.U, Ho scid that
I should join Usiie: s beccsnusc overyonc elso was joining Uellel's I mysclf

know thot I would losc my job ot Ifino B if I did mot join UeleVe I
told *th&t I hcd boor vorking ot ifinc B for o lomg timc, cnd
likod it thorc and wentod to stay thoros. I told him that I wouléd join

tho Usi.) s Whon the majority of tho minore joinod. weo.s
pooscd o bs on cir inepootor, but rozlly he did nothin attcmpt

=1t
o'u.yt)vn\,u w0 w0l LI LA ALLpQu Lol

to orgonize iinc B for U.M.U., No cthor person talked to m about
joming 118 A4 18

I wont to & U.lLTi. mooting in 1940, and saw o groct mony
Mire B mon thoroe I thought thot there wos a majority of tho mincre
thoro. at tho roxt mooting of tho U.lLT., I signod up with Tony
Plotoch who took my cpplications ¥o one thrcoctened mo so ce to mko me
join UK, ., but I folt I hod to join to save my jobe.
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 pyzzewrz wITH "In the election in February 1941, I voted for F.M.A.
” because 1 liked that union. I thought that John L.
continue lewis in the U,M.W. was too much of a orooks.
*On Tuesday, September 7, 1943, I heard the men at Mine B

talking sbout some man having been at Mine B. They did rot tell me
what he seid. Bocausc I was late im gotting to work thet dey, I did

not hesr the man mysclf.

®Thie gtatoment consisting of this and threc othor nopdwritten
poges hes been reed to me, ond I stotc thet it is truc to tho bost of

my knowludgs ond rocollection.
(sigeoc) S

Witnccseo:
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL

Springfield,

S TZRVIEW W ITH '
., was interviewed in his residence on September 1l
q “

1943, by Special Agents I

“does not speak English too clearly, but he understands v
4

well enourh to be questioned on a witnessstand. He is a man who is not
afraid to say what he knows, and stated that he 1is villing to testify.
claimed to have no eriminal record.

The following signed statement was executed by -

“Springfield, Ill.'
September 11, 1943

ny make the following voluntary statement to
1 B whom I know to be Special Agents of the

Federa! Bureau of Livs S5ty gaﬂ on, of my own free will, with no threats or

promises made to me.

and came to the

T became a citlzen in sprin-iiedd, Iil., inge I
Springfield, and am working at EB,

T joined the U.M.W. in

and rejoined at Sprincfield wnen I came to this countiry in

T joined the Progrzssive Mine Workers of America in 1932, and remaIN=0 a memder

of that union until shortly before February, 1941, when the U.M.W. won the

election at Mine B.

"I was born
United Stateg d
am living at
where T havs been emplioye

81 was always satisfied with the P.M.A.. The dues were lower than
U.¥.W., we would vote for any man we wanted in the P.M.A., while in the
U.M.%. the same men were in office all the time, and, at P.K.4. meetings, we
had a chance to take the floor and say what we pleased at any time. Every-
thing at the mine was satisfactory betwson 1932 and 1937, as far as 1 knew.

"On May 12, 1937, I heard from my buddy, “that there had
been a mecting of the P.M.A. the night before. I didn't go 1o the meeting,

but he told me that they had kicked some men out of the union, and ware

going to ask Elshoff to fire them. If Elshoff wouldn't fire them, no P.M.A.
mon would work the mire. These men were, Schrelevious, Austin, Bohannon,
Albanese, Pasquale, three Sirtouts, Ananias, Carter, Hale, Plotch and George
Jacaway. 1 had heard talk at several mectings of the P.M.A., about what %o do
with the U.M.W. sympathizers at Minc B, but didn’t know the final decision
until told me. Nonc of thes: men had cver approached me before the
strike to Join U.M.T.

"On the day of the strike, we worked a full day. In the morning, an
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL

INTERVIEW WITH Italian fellow, whosc name I don't know, told me that the wen
on top were deciding to load short because Elshoff wouldn't
continued) play the game; and fire the men who had been kicked out of
the U.¥.w. I started loading cars short, and most of the
~en T e=w were doing the same. When I came up from the mine, I asked what the
trouble wus, and I wus told there was a strike. I think Elshoff's fallure
to fire these men w:s the very reason for the strike. Elshof{ wanted trouble
3t the mine, didn't want-to sign a contract with P.M.A. but wanted to sign
with the U.H.W. '

"I remember signing a P.M.A. petition shortly after the strike

started, protably at Progressive Hall. e wanted to show Elshoff that P M4,
had 2 majority in the mine. I signed woluntarily. No one forced me to.

"In the fall of 1937 I heard that Elshoff tried to open the
mine with ten or twelve U.M.W. men. I went out there the next day. There
were many P.¥.A. men there that day, but hadn't been many the first day, becausc
nons of us knew of Elshoff's attempt to open the mine. T¥hen we got there,
John Schneider and other P.iLA. Committecmen told us not to le% any U.L.W.
men down into the Mine. We stayed on the grounds until the federal injunction
in 1937 December. The purpose of the picket was to keep U.M.W. men from
working the Mine, and to keep them from damaging the Mine. Elshoff got the
injunction to get us off the property, and not to protect it, because
we were puarding the property. I went out to the picket line of my own
accord, I didn't see any but Mine B men there.

"In December of 1937, I heard of the election dovm at P.M.A.
headguarters. We had a meeting the day before, and we were told where the
election w2s to bc held. On the d2y of the election we went in small groups
from Progressive Hall, and voted. I was not told by anyone how to vote
and voted for the P.1.A. because I liked that union and wanted to keep it.
As far 2s I know, it was zn honest election.

"In November of 1939, when the Mine opened up, I went back and
worked for seven days. I had not been contacted by anyone about joining -
the U.N.W, up to this time. After I had worked seven days, I had to quit.

The room I worked in ran into 2n old entry. My entry ran south, and old man
Sirtout had an entry going west near mine. Falcetti told me he wanted

the entry driven west, and I was told to stay home until Falcettl callsd

me back to work. I was out for two months, before Falcetti called me back,
and I got my old entiry back. '

nafter 1 went back to work, some time later, around May of 1940,
nd another

S - - 5. v,
mw come and sat behind me in my room. They were there three days, and s=t

there all_da;r long without saying a word to me. ey were trying to score
me, but didn't say anything to me., The next day,
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Wcamﬁ into my room.

oY, Knew nam, n2ving been raisad with him 1
Illinois. told me that he'd gotten a telegranm
Ray Edmurids come to Sprinpgfield right away. He told
me he was beinp p2id by Edmundson to organize all Frenchmen at Mine B !
for the U.¥.%. He told me he didn't want to force me to join the U.MW.¥.
because I w2s a smart fellow, but I knew that I'd have to join U.MLW. or lose
my job, because Lewis was a big shot. He was only in Springfield a week, and
said he didn't wapt to kill himself here, but wanted to_pet back to_
He talked to bothh and me several times, and told*to sign up

he'd lose his job. He said that Elshoff would have an ction as soon as
U.il.W. had = majorit;);l and then the P.X en wouldn't have any jobs, 8¢

we'd better sign up. told me thet 25 a gunman and an organizer
and the U.M.W. sent him wherever they he ouble.

wsfter -1eft, Albanese came to my home one day with ” ;
not the P.i.A. man, and tried to get me to join the U.MK.%. I told him he |
had no business coming to my house, and he went away. He came back a seconq
time, and said I'@ better sign up or I'd lose my job. A couple of days latgr,
told me that he wis getting so many docks he was going to sign up with
the U.L.Y.. He did si and didn't pet any more docks. I joined with
U. M. %, the day ai‘terghdid. I had been getting a lot of docks, but after
I joined the U.M.7., Falfe:ti took them away. After I signed up just before
the election of February, 1941, =nd signed only te keecp my job. In the
election of February, 1541, 1 voted for the P.M.A., because I liked it better,
znd didn't like the rot-en business of the U.M.W.

npfter I went back to work, mwas working there as an
air checker. He just wandered around the mine place to place, and talked

to the men. Be never talked ti me about the U.M.W. On day, I saw an old

man, a crippled fellow named get beat up in the washhouse bty
# and two young feilows I didn‘t know. On the same day
s~w Bohannon and —beat up a young Italian fellow in front of the

office.

“One day in the Mine, e a shot too high. He
was fired for it, and an Italian fellow, tried to take his case
to a U.M.%, meeting for him. Bohannon to ) down, and I heard,

that after the meeting, he was beat up. 1 didn't see it, and don't know any-
thing more about 1t. ‘

whose name I don't know, talking to all the men. I just heard the end
of the meeting, but I heard him say that this is a democracy, that the

"On Tuesday, September 7, 1943, at the Mine, I heard some lawyer /
miners didn't have to sign papers for the federal agents. On the next
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL

INTEVIET TITH  day, Wednesday, Tony Plotch asked me if the federal agents ’
had been to see me. He said Cudge Baumgarner wanted to

conwinue know.

: Wghen the P.W.A. was at Mine B, my coal cars would weigh betwe:zn
360C and 4000 pounds. KNow, for the sarme ammount in the cars, it never
weighs more than 3200 pounds. Falcettl says the scales are ok, but thai the
check-weigher may be wrong. I think the scales might be all right, but I
know the check weigher isn't. :

nT have rezd the foregoing, consisting of approximately nine
pages, and state that it is true to the best of my knowledge.

/+/
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