mms  eon L. LIT0IS, ET AL ’
~ L7 .
"D
.. INTERVITZ ! IT: _ The following atlon vas conducted by
- i 3 nd

/}L __at Springfield, Iilinois on September
(
N —
: ) At his revld-*"f S : Springfield, Iilinois, Agents
e interrisv. (N and he adv1sed he never has been arrested in
his .ife.

It was noted that he is not an intelligent person and he had great
diificult in understending questions and he stuttered when he ansvwered
the same. It is felt that lie would rake a very poor witness., He could
not write his nane so si_nea "X" on his statenent and on all.pages.

Agzents obteined the following statewent from him:

P T,
sfield, Ili,

Sept. 8, 1343

. l".;,A:_
OPIin;

eive the following statement tc .
; X who are krown to me to be Special Apents of the F B.I1.
No threals or prouises whatever have been made me to procure this statement.

"I am presently employed at Panther Creek Mine #5. I have been there
about 3 monti. T quite Mine "B" after being there about 16t or 18 years.

R ge Y0 : s carme here when ™ o
I was bori g - - m I cang hcac wien I a., anot or
| . and have "BEEN a catizen Ior am‘-u*-_!;,ears now., I first joined & mine
1. rears azo. 1 have never been a union officer. There was-

never any trouble at mine B prior to 1932 the union alwe;s zot along with

the Co. 1 Jjoined the rrogressives &t mine B in 1932 because everyone else
did. From 1332 to 1937 ever thin; was 2ll right between the Co. and the
union. I never ear:i Elshoff or Falsetti say anthing ahout not likeing

the P.M.4. men and officials and the P.M.A. local was run by all the men.

I only attended a few meetings during this time. There were not manry special

e men viere :aT'Lu:l 'S satis '\oﬂ with the v ay +ha mAroYy wae

a8 DAQ"']FBY?D and Lo 1 el Uil Ll WD LALIC Y Tag

wSling

handled. I never saw any U,}.7. men picket mine B or dl:uribute any
literature there before the niine closed. T did not at that time know of

any U } 7 organizers in Mine B. I never heard of any parties being given

brm Elshoff for the U.¥,V, men. I remember that in 1937 the unicn contract
ran out, T heard talk of tiis but we viorked any vay. I don't know what
agreement there was botueen the Co, and the P.M.A. I don't recell there being
any trouble over this.

—

"] did not attend any P.M,A., meeting the nizht belore the strike.
was working in the mine the last day it worked. About a guarter to three

N the nine started closing down. I worked the full day. I came on top and
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RE: JCiN L. LE. IS, ET AL j,,f) .

rERVIE. VIT: S SENRP  then I heard the mine was closed I still do

(continued) not know what the trouble was., I heard
nothing about the wage question or expelling

ren. 1 did not sce any cars loated short amd knew nothin, avout it. I do

not romenber sioning ary.petition for sither P.M.A. or ULM.TV. the summer

the mine shut down. I heard nobning abvout the U.A,'7, forming a local in
Soringfield in the summer of 1232,

] was at Mine "B" abuut a month after the sit dovn strike started.
I vas sick during tne first part, “While I was there tlcre were no fights
or other troubie, I was there of v owr will, Ve vierc tlerc to protect
our jors. I was ilerc the night the Marshall came out, nothing happened
exceot we all went home. e wery afraid wh.en they sent us home that some-
one ¢lse rigsht ot our Jcbs,

1T poever went beel in Dee 1937 ani know nolhing about it.

"I voted et the Armory at the first N.L.R.B. election. I voted for
P.ll.2. bicause that was the wa, I warted it, no one forced me to vote., 1T
went down lo the Armory strzisht from hone.

"1 don't reacnber anything atout the attcmnpt to open the mine in
Jan. 1332. )

"7 kne. nothing asout any uine B nien working ot the Jeficrson mine
while mine P was shut doun.

"I pot a rogist: etter when the nine o.xned but T was sick and
could rot go back. e came out and saw I was sick. T went back
in abhout a mont.. o work in bo: ' before I had worked in box g
1y tonls arc still in there, T vanted to get thim but Felsctii would not
let me et them. I was telked to in the 'ine to join the U,lL7.. about
20 men canme to ses me in a da; ther we ¢ all net men. I vould see about
1, or 20 nmen Who wer: new cver,” day. Honody cver canm2 to riy home to ask
me Lo join the U,1L'., but the new nmen-would ask e to join at the mine
end told me if T 4id not I vould loosc my job. I joined the U.N.". be-
cause I was scared and not of wy own froe will., The nov men vho ware put
on did no work but woent all over the rlace trying to got men to join,

o

.

"I don't know wheother or not I signed any cards for U.1.77. or P.M.A.
in the sumer of 1940, Aft.r the lact N.L.R.B, election all of the new men
left the rine.

"I don't know @iy ow but I do know I just voted in onc N,L.R.B.
election. There w re some fzlls in the minc but I ha.e no idea how great
the damage was. I kuow nothing about Juck Glascow,
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RE: JOEN L. LE.IS, ET 4L . !;rY ¢
©1D

INTERVIE. WITH — "I have Had A;,f;n‘!- read the foregoing

(continued) statzacnt ol 6 papges to me as I have trouble
reading the english language. To the

sest ol my recollaction i4 is all true and correct. I am therefore signing

it of rg oown froe willon

/s/ X" (his mark)

(13w, )
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nes JOIE L. LEWTS, ET AL.

s Springfield, I11 03
EN\ viewed at 118 home by Special agentis
t ‘ . 2 :
_ He was borﬁHand is a naturalized
citizen of the United States. It is not believed he will make a good

ritness due to his inability %o speak English very well and his age.,
- heted as interpreter durirg the interview,
qinzl record., He submitted the following signed statement,

' wSpringfieid, Ill.
I September &, 1943

m@ke the follovi-

o who are Special agerts of t!
ST threats cr promises have been made to ret me to make a staterent.

A "I was boir DESEEE ' I carme to U.S. in
and an ] ed citizen of U Eav1ng received my citizen-
ship paps

"I first joined U,N.7. when I first started in the mines soon
after I came to U.S.

*T began working at .dre '3' about I joined P.M.s. in
1932 because my lecal changed and we nad to change to P.lM.a. to
work at ‘dnre '3', since P.lf,a. had the contract with lMine '3,

"I had no difficulty with either WM. or P.M.A. and as far as
I know everything was ok between Elshoff and the unions or the miners
before the strike in 1937,

"I was working at liirne t'3!' the day of the strike and we were
called out before the whistle blew and as near as I know the strike
was called because we could not get back pay. No one contacted me
about joining U.M.W. prior to the strike in 1927. 1 heard that
some rmen were contacting the yowmger men and attempting to get them
to join U.lM.i. so they could get a higher wage scale. Some of the
men talkiig to the younger men were Dominico Pasquale, ..ndrew Schrele-
vious, Pete Carter, Tuny Plotch, Cotton ananias, John Sirtout, George
Jacaway, Ch&s. Bohanron, and James Hale.

M] saw cars with not a full load of coal in them beirg taken out
past me but I dor't know why they tere so loaded.

%1 signed a petition shortly after the strike to show that the
majority of the miners belonged to P.M.A.
-~ %8 -
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Re: JOHN L. LLwIS, ET iL. Ja‘? C/
o )D

"T remember I pickéted at ii1e 'B' in the fall
of 1937. All the pickets were from Nine '3' only.
I never stayed at the rine picketing very long at a

LT RVT 2

—
=1
jas

o :.‘-v_nued
time and was there at the time the injunciion was served on us,

"I voted 1n the election in 1937 conducted by N,L.R.3. and it
vas fair # sghare a&s far as 1 could see. I recall the P.M.L. won it by
a large majority.

" bout a vear after the strike I got a job on “.P... I worked at
this wmtil the mire was opened with U.l.,W., and P.M.A. vorkers. st the time
the rine opened I was a member of P.V .., b changed to U1 W, 2 few morths
afterward vhen I saw tha* *the majority were changing and I saw also that I
could hold my Jjob. -

"I voted in the second H.L.R.3. election in 1941 and it was a
fair election,

"I have had this 3 page statemznt read to me iop and
it 2s true ai.d correct to the best cf my knowledge.

"Witnessed:

/s/

Sp. agb., F.3.T.
Special agent, F.B.I.Y
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: Re: JOHN L. LE¥IS, ET AL

- INTERVIE™ °

A | SRR ©o: - el
C\ Illlnoa.s, by S = aném
. —on September 7, 1G43. H ever been a ted

21 kis 1life. He is the_owner of this business and it was noted that he is
an inuvellirent persons/§T his testimony is needed, it is felt that he would
make a pood witness.

Sept: 7, 1043.

gpive this free and voluntary statement to
SR, - : o who are known to me to be Special Apents
of the F.B.I. DIo thraaua or rromises have besn made me to give this statement,

&

2T ws borrn

dad

a citi

zen tiru my
: e R ‘ SLAREE E I started

at Mine arount or so_ I guess., Elshoff & UMW got along 0.X.but

there were preferences given to certain cases when they came up. I recall
that some U.M.%/, men got fired before 1932. In 1932 I wanted to change over
to P.i.A. but did not take any active interest or part in going over.

Elshoff & P.M.4. got along fine when they first started in 1932. T was a
timber-man & worked from 4:30 F.il. to 1 A.¥. so I didn't come in contact
with mer at the mine & ¢id not know what was poing on all the time. I don't
recall of Elshoff complaining about 7.ILA. or wanting U.¥.7. F.}.A. men

viere satisfied with the vay che F.1LA. officials ran the union and it was run
by the men and not by the officers. I did not attend many meetings for P.i.A.
as I was workine nights. In repa-d to the P.ll.A. men going to jail for the
bombing_the men felt ithey were {ramed & I do myself. %hen we were under
U.IL7. they would frame men to gain their point if necessary & I recall

of 4 men being fired & this was before 1932. As far as I know P M.A.
officers handled the money alright & 1 cen't reca¢1 any unusual nunber of

'\Qr\ﬂ 2} accogom
DR LLC L Qoo adid

nt g T never saw Taaw 10T miclks Pre B or cive out 11+n1ﬂn+1n~n
NGSe newv Ueiwaitm £J4.u.u.vv alle o5 O Pl ouyn ilaLeragwure

before the iins B closed. But there vere about 8 or 10 men who vere P.M.4.
but they tried to get the P.M.A. men 'to go back, never contacted
me as I vwas on night shift. Some of them were
Schrelevious; Pasqualej Pete Carter; Frank Aasting one; Tony
Plotch; Cotton Ananias; John Sirtout; Ceo. & Emory Jacauay, Chas, Bohannen and
Jim Hale. I don't recall of any partAes that Elshoff gave for U.K.W. or
U.M.W. for Elsheff. In spring of 1337 when our contract ran out our P.H..
officials told us they had a temporary agreement & that it was retroactive
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q told us. Later I heard the Company said something
about 1t & said there wasn't any agreement but I never

read the cortract. Ve sure felt that PMA could get as

cood a contract as U.M.W. could get. I don't recall any
srouble over the wape issve. Some of the men mentioned above said around
that the men would not get their back pay. I heard it from them too but

T pravmlit mann?] Snict vxr‘—vh 1‘!’ was that '}n‘lﬂ me., T f“nﬂ'+ T‘ﬂf"ﬂ"‘l nf' m.-.natfement

4 wdll bl Tlood  Jloyw 2 LI~ Visdta U Fas ey wiiid TR - B e =]

saying anythinz just before strike about wapes. I did not attend meeting
ni-ht before nmine closed. Some of the boys told me on 5-12-37 that mine
was closed % that I shouldn't go to work on my night shift. T can't recall

why strike was called & 2 days later I went to work 2% HEine A $ill

Apr. 1939 & then I went inte husiness. I recall sipning a
petition for PMa & no one forced me 5o sign it. I don't recall of signing
any other petiti-ns then. I don't recell of U.M.W. forming a new local., I
never went to Mine B afler it closed down & I juit as a F.M.A. at Hine A.

I voted at N.L.E.B, election & vent down from my home. It was by secret
hallot. I saw a few men near the Armory riving out papers but I didn't
take any. It was an honest election & I voted for P.il.a, T never attended
the sit down strikes in 1937 as I w2z at Yire A and I don't know what
happened as I left in May, 1537 at Xine B.

Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL

"I have read this 4 page statement and it is true & correct to the
“2st of my recollection & I have signed it of my ovn free will.

Sprlng‘1eld Ill.
Sept. 7, 19432
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INVESTICATICYL FONCERYING MV LABOR SPIES

CPERATING IN TM& TURINT SFRINC OF 1937
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o RE: JOHN L. LEVIS, ET aL.
ALLEGED U.if.!, SPIES AT MINE B

A review of the file indicates that the following nemed
individuals were expelled from Locel 3#54 of the Progressive Mine
“Jorkers of america either before or soon after May 12, 1837 for
allegedly being U.d.W. spies:

T JOE ALBANESE JOHN (COTTON) ANANIAS
ANDREY SCHRELEVIOUS JOHN SIRTOUT
DIMINIC PASQUALE GERGE JACLIAY
PETE CARTER EMERY JuCATILY
FRANK AUSTIN CHARLES BOHANNONW
TONY PLOTCH Ji4ES HALE

sttempt was made to interview these individuals in quick
succession on September 4 and 5, 1943, 4onoiniments were arranged
by Special ngents e ; Vike
these individuals

JaMES HALE, 9:00 nnM; FRaNK ATBTIN, 11:00 sWi; aNDEEM
SKkELEVIGUS, 2:00 e 8nd JUHN ARANIsS, 4:00 P,

ADpointments were arrenged with the following individuals for
- September 5, 1943:

ANTHONY J. PLOTCH, DOMINIC PaSQUALE, JUSEPH ALBANESE,
end EMERY JalaiinY. f

.. . - . B ! H
Mra }thEL_}?&;_:__::I_{_S_’I;IN and Mre Jala' 4Y were the only opes keeping / /
their &ppeintments, although at the time that each appointnent wes

made each individuaml seemed cooperntive tnd willing to come to the
Springfield Field Offices ifre HiLE, Mr. AUSTIN, &nd Mr. JLCA WY
were 8ll cooperative and executed signed statenents &s set forch
_ belows Ur., aUSTIN requested & copy of his sbtatenent at the time

RS of the interview, but was advised that this could not be furnished
: to him by the Springfield Field Office.

Mr. PaSQUALE, who resides . % o Springfield,
Illinois, was contacted by telephone on September 5, 1943, and pro-
fessed to have forgotten the appointment, but expressed willingness
to come to the offlce at some other time, JJUSEPH ALBAIISSE, who re-
was 2lso conthcted on September b by
telephone &nd advis et he was o poor working men and did not want
to get into trouble, and would not come to the office until he had
seen his attorney.




Mr. PLOTCH, whose correct name is ANTHGNY J. PLJTCH, and who rea=
sides at HSprlngfleld Illinois, wes contacted personally
at his residence Sevtember 6, 1943. He advised thet on the morning of
September 4, 1943 he, with JUT alBalESE, and JUHN AHANIAS , were at the
office of the United Mine “jorkers talking to RaY EDIMURDSON. DOMINIC
PaSQ~LE was downstairs and may have came in later. There were some
other men p.oesent whom PLUTCH did not know. EDUUNDSON ocalled aRTHUR
PITZ537%+10, a%torney, who came to the U7 Office, and edvised each of
the men that they should not make 2 statement to the FBI unless he
wes present st the interview, because they might incriminate thamselves
Mres PLOTCH believed that other persons were similurly advised, but did
not kmowe

He wes cooperative and willing o make any stutement which his
attorney mignt permite

Ar. SKRELEY

. wne e KRHLRET £HTHONY SKRELEVICUS,
and who resides u. @ Springfield, Illinois, was
contacted personally a e afterrnoon of September 6.

He advised that on tne alteinoon of Sznierter 4, 1943 he hud been approached
on the street in Sprunefield by o m'n whose mume he did not lmow, but wham

he knew to be an empioyce of HMinz B- This person guve him one of seversl
typewritten pieces cf puver comtaining the tddress of +RTHUR FITZGER4LID, J/
and told h1m that if un,one gontacted him atout what hoppened ot Mine B

1

- YO DAY !
JJ.\)U.J.U sGa h]l.tb bLl JUIILU'YQ 1'11 o DM[LJJ.J.DVJ.UUD VWL E UUIL].- i

und is not @ citizen of the U.S. He presenf-

g :#11419837. He udvised thet he h.d becn sentenced
to 11 months &t Vunduliz Prison Form, Vandalia, Illinois in 1937 or ylﬂﬂ
activity connected with the lubor troubles ot Mlne Be 1

L

Fap
k"

e
L

DOMINIC PaSQUsLE, who resides ot U wos contactod
personeclly st his residence on September 6; 1943 und tdvised thet he
would give ne informution unless his attorney would &ppeur. Ho odvised
thet he hud gene to the ﬂtt@rﬂe:y on his own vOllth‘lj 3
no mecting concerning the motter of Mine B«

7¢ E
JOHN "COTTOH" nlnNInS,\wh resides &t 4 S
Springfield, Illinois, was ulso conbucted personully ut his residence on
September 6, 1943. He ulso refused to give any informution, on the, edvice
of his attorney, M4r. FITZGERalDs, He udvised he had conttcted ifre FITZ=
GFRAID on his own volition und without suggestion of unycne.
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RE: JOHN L. LEVIS, ET AL

by 5DeP111 Agents : C =
Jik. The first interview took place . . noon ©
September 6, 1%43. At thet time W wes obviously suifering heevily
from the ~ffc~ts of alcohol. The facts occurring ot Mine "B were discussed
with him scnerhat, but he repeetedly expressed himself as being unable to
think and rnmewber, s=né roquested that the interview be continued at a later
dwte when he wre in 2 better physicel condition., He suggsstad the morning

of Scptember 7, 1943, snd =esured that he would be mt the Springfield Fielad
Office at 9:00 n.m, for int?pyiew. He eppeared anxious to give information
and anxious to cooperate in every wey in the completion of the investigztion.
He had knovn nothing of the present investigetion.

The informniic T pr i icel condition wes
incoherent and v-luel<.s to this investigetion. in sub tence, it wes that
JCEN SCHNEIDIR was cryirng %o run the wnole urion, tnd boss everycne. He had
nothing to do with the ~{fcirs of the Unicn rnd the mine un*ll efter the strike,
e«lthough he wns expelled from th. 1ol beoause of assoc 10t1on with TONY PLOTCH.
The interview wis bormi za*ed‘ft chis noint o ' : request. During
this interview e O c - o el o ; ' home, and after
lcrning that Agents were present wriied outsice untll gents left.

rn
e}

va 5
L') "~<

‘119 Tl e w

PR S
Foliowi).,

fzilure to ~ppear at the Springfield Field
Officec for his upp01htmcnt i ©+5 seen on the street by the above
hgents. He ndvised th.t he hs n-t come to the cfice beoruse his ottorney,
ARTHUR FITLGZRALD, had rdwvised him not to meke a statoement. _ : Wi
found on the street sbout 2:30 pum. which was during the hour: whie. he would
norm~1ly be workirg ns o shot firer ot Mine "B".

Leter in the afternoon of September 7, 1343, _
. : Springfield, Illinois, crme to the Sprlngf1e1d leid
Ul'f'ice to rdv se thit her nbso'na, who is presently emplioyed at Mine "A", had
told her thut BOHANNON with GUDGE b%@wmd come to the shaft at Mine "A",
end were stopping former ¥ine "B" employees, nnd asking them if they had been i
interviewsd by Federnl Agents. When ?suid that. he had not, BOHANNON
told him not to tell them nnythlng, s if he wes rsked why not, to say that
it wis on the edvice of attorney ARTHUR FITZGFRLLD. This was following the E
time -thet o hﬂd piven r stetement to Agenis. '
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RE: JJHJG Lo LE!'IS’ ET JkLo

b

1d Field Office with . MY,
Mr. DY requested Special igent In Cherge, FRED
HallFJORD, in the prescnce of Special agentes and & to
furrish him with coplies of the statementse

September 7, 1947 (Rl
ctme to the Springfie
attorney ut Lawa

o J. o DnY edvised thet he was nod representing?ﬁ@ﬂ'.lﬁ;; e
A B ""‘_-';x' but that he wes represen:irg and assisting Mre e
T M. FITL0Z302. atiorney ut Lewy who was ¢counreling UMY miners who
R were sent Yo him, Mr. DnY expected thut ho would eventutlly know
Lo the identity of most of the miners who hod executed o statement to
A thoe Burccu and would probubly reguest cocies of «ll signed stutorents
Dl executed by miners to ogentss No assurtnce wer given that copies
could be furnished him, ond it w0 sugzosted that ho mike oany ro=
guests by lettur.

On Scpren .- 10, 1943 &.o-itt . ;3n’ 0 Chuvge FRED HULLFGRD
odvised attorncy .l Ty toluphen: ikt UL roquests for copics of
these stitenents sroi.d Do dir-ctod to tne stiorney Generul. Mre -

ﬁ\szﬁ-ﬁ“:;%ﬂy;ﬂ%ﬁgg:: én_.'ﬁt{fh?:ﬁﬂw;re 16t inlerviewed wnd wore

.
not present dwing tue ~ryarvicov wich Lol

v

ety .0l =8 T Springfield, tdvised thet
P on the morning of Sepiember 7, 19.3 tn ctiormey, whose nune he did
Y not know 6 uddressed w« group of mircrs o liine B before work, tnd nd=-

viged *hom not to tolk to FeBols cprosertutives when they cillede.
% B 6 R Springficld, udvised thit the witor-
ney informed them thit they need not tulk to ugents if they dic not
want toe Q{}_uRL_@ BUBJHOH und LZE OER "CUDGE" BuUUGLKUER, wore o¥
the shuft ond ovidently trranged bthis impromptu meetinge

JOHN SIRTOUT was found to be in the United Stetes .rmy end
unavailouble for interview,

LR L N . und
iewed uad execited signed stetoments es
set ferth belcow.




INTIRVIE? " IT

was intervicwed at the Springfield
e gn the morpin: of September 4

Spcecial sagintc
p;u ently r=51dLs et

1945 of

B spenns fairiy Well, and C &) oXPress HiNscli aQCeQuatcly.
it difficvlt to confuse on cross examinziion, and nisht be
apt th be confuscd as to dates, times and svquences. Fe clzims to have

a poor caucation, but appears to have an intellipence at least equal to the
avore s miner. I5ed that i adaution to uhe information set
forth in his =3 or =ing of kiy 12, 1937, when he
waes praparing to g~ 12 ”orK, thoi o told him thot he would be
killed if he went do.. dnto the. o ‘ ol dovn in the case w1th
Fand all the v r down uaac LI : rig Jist inte i

ot . sarine, Moo Lot oo Fzds aan stzriod down into the pl
on Scptemb.r 27, 1077 T E hid held out & can of
rid penper, and &n

T A 2 1t 1”3}'65. whon signir-
the follewing signoe 3dates o -Lu sed that he had never boeen

thr-atoned by a jun, ang thau o “oro no opuns hold on hin tho night of
his hezring for expulsion from tis vilcn.

"Soringficid, T11.
Scntonbrr 4, 1943.

I make the following stetument to

: , o heve identified hemsclves
To me to bl opecial ax: urezu of Invostigriion. No
prorisaes, thrcats, or COUSlnguleJ of axy kind hns been made to me to make
this stotencnt. It is all trus and accursto, ond I ar willing, if necessary,
to ¢o to court, and repect any pert of this statooent.

"I fisst wont to Mine B on October 6, 1520, Duri@? 21l thc time that
bcf;l:‘af .Lne b I }1avﬂ b(_( ¥ s ) o -

in the wesh house on top.

W hen I first becane a miner I joined the United ¥ ne Workers. My
fother and brothors were all miners. They were all members of the United
ne workers, I always went to the moetines, b t was never an officer.
In 1932 when the loczl at rine B went to th. Progrossive Mine Workers, I
was told that I would hove to join the PHL of A if T was to keep my Job -
and be able to work. I wes just married, and neoded tho noney badly, so

I went down and joined up with the FIZ of A, However, I had always been A

wr e R R o e L s T et aie b meamei o



RE: JOHN L. 1ETIS, TT AL b7 <

w1 D

M7 and my father and broth .
father always s rid at in Unlon ther is
strength, and 1 did not belicve that there
should bo tao unions. lfy brothers were still in the MG, so 1 stoyed in

the U007 and yu*d i ducs to both unions ¢li of the time. I have mever bewn
out of the: " 211 the time, that I have been a miner.

TNTERVIE 17
(continuczd)

"nen the P of 4 was foroed, I did not carc rwmch which union I
belong 1o, waether I bolonged to any or two wnions, just so I could work.
I w:nt to the neetings of the Unions, of botl unions 211 the time from 1932
4o 1937. st first things went foirly well al the FIT7 meetings, and then the
got to gquarrcliing. “hey were fightico., oni quarrelling anong themsclves
all the time ot —he Tif0 meetlings, and having £ Lts. It was always figntiag
as to who was goli g “o have the (Ificas ete. They wore clazys complaining
with the ecorrry, oif causinzs o ics cf %ﬂouh“e ot whe wdnce. I was pretty
dismusted wita tir voy the 7 s ca - ing on, fifting and 211 that, I tas
pretty outsrok'n. ard 323¢ goit: oltsa that 1 cdid not think that we ought
to howe tuo unioms, o fnouts Vowos rcirg to poth nmectings, and was a
nenbor ol both un_ons.

a1

"In 1934, when there vas uavoial law in this county, I was home one
night when some men cane and Want & to hide some dymanitc in ry house. Ky
wife did not like thot, ond ever since then I 4id not get along very well
with the Progrossives who “ierc active there because I nade them take the
dynomite away.

the time froo 17332 to 1377 we had meetings at ledman's hall
for the ML, 7Je hau no chartor, but we met rogularly all the vice. Joe
Albznesc, Dandrow Schrelevious, Fgte Carter, want to the nectings regularly.
Tory Fictch, Cotilon hnnias, John °1rt ut George Jacaway and Emory Jacaway,
and Choricy Bohonnon used to go quite 2 bit. Somctimes there was only 10

or 15 of us at the mectings. SOﬂptlJGS there wers as pany as 50 there. 1
used to talk to tho men out a2t the nmine about the situttion in the unions.’
Some of the men were disgustzd -bout the fighting, and the chockoffs, and I
uscd to teul thza that I thou;ﬁz they thot they all ouzht to belong to

just one union, and I invited then Lj comc QL"EHV neetings at Rednants

h~11 of the UiZ,. I used to joke abeut things and the unions, and once
‘handed a wen some cigarcttes and told rim to hove a UM cigarette. He pre-
ferred charges on me. 1 vas tried sbout a week before the strike started

in 1937. Suie of the other men were tried leter, and we were all expelled
from the union. I 4id not particularly care. I just wanted to work. 1 thi
thot is the vay mest of the nen at the mine were. Most of thom were wil.in
to just work for Carl &ishoff, without iny union, boucause the unions werc
chusing so much trouibe at the wine., I do not think they were conplaining
too .mch about the 7 fruUrLSEleS, they were just disjusted with all the
unions.,
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nrer1E! T0Y Y o the strike started, there had been a
{ L U lot of trouble, and the strike stortod be-
cause Elshoff and Falcetti would not fire me
~G the oth“r nen who were cxnelied from the Unisn. I do not recall that
herc vas any discussion or disatisfaciion with the wages or anything like

tnnt at the ninc when the strike was caried,

"On the doy that the strike was colled, I went to work, and was
throntened Doy times. Falcetil tri--d to tal k me into neot woriing but I

toid him T had worked thore for years and urless he wouid fire e I was goinc
to work. Hhen the strike was esllied, the ren ran me off of the mine property.
They 21lso r-n re off tho next da) after the strike was called. T used to

20 out freguently, and they wousd Tin o away. 1 tock the mules out of

the mine a few du,s oftce that and vt them in the masture. I had alweys

had c¢harge of tihe rulez, bousiht the rew oas, ond b-oke then in.

"In asxir o o the rotings At Redrion's hall I was just
acting on iy oo, 20 one ovor tord e to do that, or pove me mEny nmoney
for expinses, or Aty lWRw vit. I ans never at eny nmecting  where
Cherley Bohimnon, and Jduck Clascor telked cbouwt switching the lline over to
UL.. I wes never gven any aoncy o help. I do not rocall that the UMY had
any potitions out either pelore or sit.r the strike, ony picket lines, or
cazuse any trouble out there,

s W

"Onco a nonth or so befere the strike started I t lked to Carl
Eishoff, and ~sked him which union he wientod us to have, and he told me that
he did not care just as long as they world quit bickering, and would got to
work.

"I vire -n he comdttes or somethins when thie charter was obtoined
for the UM’ 1lmerl. I do not recsll much about that. I asked men to join
iil, but was never given any woney fros the ULLT or elsewherc to pay my expenses.

"In Septonber when thery tried to open the mine I went out and got
four mulec thu diy before and took thoem down into the mine. On tho day that
we wer2 supposcd lo go to work, I wos thers, and went down into the mine.

I was threcteoned, but nobedy rdsireatza rie.  The men who were out there
wronnd the rine prornerty were alli nen who had vorked at the nine before the
sirike s¢ for ez 1 Kknos. e tricd to work two days, but couldn't pget to the
company property after the sit down sinrted.

"I do not reeall thc exact date it was, but I wunt to work at the
ef;erson mine. Ly ha]f brotkui ' ;

h]_m"tn'é.'t would.
Charles Bohannon,
We worked. e Work
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nrieviE, 1 Y T votod ot the eliction at the armory for

(continued)

i
[#p]
=3
3
s
e

Mine B in December 1737. 1 think that was

a fair clection. The Federal man ran it real
fair, =nd would not let us tulk or anything., I think that the election was
Tair and viou.d represcnt the way the nen felt at the tino. I d5 not know

how the mor felt then. I thought thot wost of them would be sztisfied with
any union 1§ they cousd g

(‘D

0 to VWork.

"T 4o not recell but the one tins thet the mine iried to open during
the time that 1+ was closed.

gt t ¢ ning, and ¢
kriovt wh T 1na Z0imer ar L.t Uiy wd we s BLLLGLC. T aeorrd Lo taere were
o 1ot of fizhts tpoee, out T 334 a0t = any of then., I did not try to
orpanize for eithor unicn. T toiar thet maybe they would be botter off with
no uniosn.

"The abo
to nu by
which he rea 2 2, valch Was rin
accurate."

a7 and far other paires hos been read
o not read very well., Everpything
off of these popges, is truc ond

F. B. I."
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D
3 - _was interviewed at the Springfield Field

O0ffice on the_mqrning of SeEtember %I 1943I by

Springfield, i-

orn & ¥ , : Rl He is

LT RVIE.

N P cmploged at
anpears to be 2 meoson with an intelliyence above thot of
»c maner. He makes a pood appuarance, can expross himselfl well,
would not be casily confused on cross cxamnation and would make a good wit-
ness.,
He gave information sct forth in the following signed statement:
MGoringficid, I11.
Sevizmber 4, 1343
ic 28 2 AN " ke the following statcment to
5 s o g ; - who have identifisd themselves
fo me to be opecial agents th: Tuncau of Investigation. Yo
promises, tire.ts, or consideration of any kind has been made to me to have
e give this statement. I am williong, if necessary, to 4o to court, ana
repect any part of this stateaent.
. . . . < R S
"T first went to work at rine B in q I worked a 1iitile while
thcre, and then wont to mine A, I came back to Mine B about years ago.
= T do not reccnll exactly vhen it was thao I went back to line Bo I was a
. member of the United Mine liorkers of America prior to tlie orgznization of

]

cmsera ! e ~E

the rrogressive Mine w«orkers ol I was never an ofiicer of that uninr

erice. I never an ofii that unin
and did not azttend the meetin s reqularly.  In 1332 when the Progressive
Mine Tiorkars werc beins or.arized, I vic a shot fircr. Becausc of that I
did not get out of the minc until ats, and thus did not have too much chance
to ~o to the Union rectings. During the orisgizetion of the Piiv of A, and
the strikc which accompained this formation,'
& o Consequently I do not know muca abou 2t
situstion, and did ®re too ruch about it. “hen the local at Mine B
went into the P07 of A, I was wiliing to go with the rest ol the nenm,
bocause I had mr job therc, end I kad to work. I was not too anxicus about
{4 thou:h, bocause I had been a member ol the UMY for rears, and did not
feel that wo oulht to have tvio miners unions. Howsver, 1t did not make too
mucit difference to ne. .

¥

#8efore 1932 the local and the company pot along pretty well. After
that things did not go so smoothly. It secemed to me that the union was
always demanding something. The new union ran itself pretty well for the
first few months. after that there was discussion about the officials, and

et
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ety 17 JEJtae reling in the constitution that the officials would
zo huck to the "face” alter their term was up, Quite
a few men went to the nmeetings so far as I know, I
vas shot firing, and was not too interested in the affairs. I was not com-
plainir. zoout thinzs in the union. I recall that zbout 1935 or 1936, I was
ﬁaking the rounds before the men left, in the afternoon. At that time the
mine vias not runn’nz reouiarly, and we werc working just & few days every
pay. John Schneider, who was a union official, had just got @& new car, a
new icc box, and fixed up his place, or at lezsi, so I heard. I was mak-
ing the rounds and hcard the nen tulking aboat it, and sor.c oi the men asked
me if I had h=aro anything about it. A couple of deys later, &‘Hﬁ@idﬁf
eam: te —e and said he had heard that I vas talking about him ai the udne,
and that he was geing to prefcr cho-ges against me. He did, and they fined
me $15, which was guite a vit consicering the amount. of worik we were getting.
I did not eppcal bezause I was uneble to get to viil~spie, 11i. where the
appezl bozrd sat. Tres teld rme that there was nothirg I couid do about it.

I was disatisfied wa-h *ho way +he union vun to prevent a hearing and so
T -

forth. That care 0 some df s<orsion betwe:n Schneider and mysclf, but I

continued to work at th. uLwz. 4 7 ~o3 mwking oy rounde there often times

men vould a:k ne vhat I thov ht wrewt Uhe vrieons, and I usucily told them
that I did not thinx that thurc cvht to Lo t o labor corginizations for
mincrs. Several wen zsked me about 1o, and I men. ioned it to several men.
E.rlxy in tiae spring of 1937, there was scne discussion ahout the contract
and the men were talking about unions nmore than usual. One of the men I

had hclaped to get his mine popers, prefirred charges on me. Charges were
proferred 2.oinst me quite a whille before the strike started. After that

I did not talk =bout it at =13, bccause I covld not aiford to hove any

morc fines, I wzs nct reeceiving any money or cxpenses from the United Mine
“Jorkers for tolking about these things. T did not telk to any of the other
mcn who werc dismissed from the union because of their attitude tovards the
union. I tricd to stey away {rom such thirzs at thet time. T was stiil
shot firing, and thus did nci go down in tlz mine until about 1 ofclock
ever, day. I did not Imow that a strike wos goinv to be called at the

mine before it was called, but when I went out te the mine to go down on the
dcy of the strike it was alr;hdv called, o I got uy pit C;OBhOS, and went
on homz. I do not know what the strike was about, but I heerd that it wes
becesuse the company would not discharge th. men who had been dismissed from
the union., I did not go back to tli ine, ond did not sign any p-titions
out there at that tine.

icd and ox

"] was lled from the union sometime aftcr the strike

Pt cu: : TR s
becau did not think that I had chence, and T did not care

too nuch.
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S 1 o4 not been gt any mgetings with Charley
Bohannon, =nd dJack Glascde bcfore the strike.

I did not know about ary orimizing a.tempts
before then. I did not sce air-thing that the .
compary -as doing to favor onc union over the other, As far 25 I know there
wers 1.o picket lines or violence of eny kind et the mine before the strike.
Therz hod huen discussion about the vage rotes, but I think the strike was
over the unlon trouble alone.

{continucd)

nY wis ont of the men who helped orsanizze the UM local. Some pen
had t-lkecd to me about it bifore the mine went out on strikz. I had
done nothing but to.ix with the men who reationed the wutter to nme cbout
what I thought of ¢-in; back inte the (.. Vhen the nine was closud, I did
go around and try toc get nen to Jjcir chis local. T couatached scverzl men
at their hom:. Ho ~r: paid iy oxponses. I did ic in order to help get the
mine back into operarion.

T do not rot . whon it 23 but I know that we werce notificd to come
back to work., Th: eccmpeny s nv 0 a- around to notify us to come back to
work, I w.nt out the ZTirst &y, Lo the zornin.. to help clezn up the mine,
since therc was no shot firing to oo done. There was 2 big bunch of men out
therc, with their buckets, cviderti)” ready to go to work. Only coout 15 of
us went down that dey. Fhose of us goin; doun were the ones who had been
expelled from the P07, and a few others. It locked to uc as thouph some of
the men wanted to go to work, but somconu svopped thom, but I did not see
anything hoppen. HNo onc bothcred ae.  fhc next day there was ~ bunch out
ther. too. wlen these ne: cone out, they were the men I had scen at the
ninz, I heard that tiacre viere smmo there in the sit dovn who had not worked
2t Nine B before, but as fac as I Lo, most of them vicre nmen ho qld worked
at iine B before,

"T o not recall any othur a*t:mpis .0 open the ninc until it actually
did o xn.

"I wvoied in the eléction of the Unions in December 1937. That was
a fair election es far as I know. “when I w:int te voie cerl: in thc morning
of the day of the wlection & nan whose nane I 4o not know hended me a
pamphiet. It was FiL7 literature. When T got irside I told somconc about
it, and they told me that they would t.ke nim avuzy., I do not know whether
ther did or ..ot. The clection looked fiir to me. I do not think that the
J'LRE men werc flvoring a:iy onc union over the other,

#I think that that elcetion was fair, and probibly reoresorted the
feelings of tho uiners at Minz B, When the strike startcd, I do not know |
what the ren thought o out the union. I heard a lot of discussion about the
chuck off being pretty hipgh, and some iwn wondered about whether the union
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= [ficers werc being

too much zhout that.
specific,

Lo

much M

of f ™tco uti

Broverton viac
Eishoff had run the

ruch trouibs gutting a Job.
t2ld ne to co*ﬂ ov.r and worx it.
but I do not knov when thot vas

W hen the vt roopened in

during the Line of

I do not reoenll when it was toot e wen® to work there.
oan,  He had not worked a2t tnc idas Yoefo ~hu ut ‘Ke.
some bud zir ot the mine whien it rrog'qbd‘ : s

cir check man as far as I know. ¢ have o

was there doing thot now. .

Tlien the
on a new muls.
miles back off th: mnin OLtTiGS b Torc
first man in the minc ¢ach merning, and ont of
that thor: wos some violoncs a2t tlo mine, bHut
back lat:, T did not hove a clinnes to tilk to

mine roopened, T did not

the men crne in.

“lt into one union.
a point of talking

them that I thou_ it we all ougnt to
up witn the UM/, but I did not moke a
the UM,

"T have r1oed the above st
It is all true and accurcte.”

entirel; honcst.
I do"not know of anything

I imow when men asked o> what I thought

of the chack oif, T told them that thoy were checking

"During tho tine of the strike at Zlc B 1
the Jeficrson mine. I heard that they were nizinag over thers,
with Evnory J:caaaf, and got a job. It vas a I

raning the rine th.n.
riac orce before,

vork

- . . ;’1 " .
helziny to tike to aoles back in. -here had toon 3 03
mine during thoe sto” <o, but there hod boen several covesins
of ot ool cledned ovt yet,

& ouan cmlnj_.i thet job now.
is Ec wes doing dhat sort of work Lofars the ﬁlne closnd

the last to
beeause I 1cft corls and came
ths mern, or sco what was going

m
ihersz was not

- -~
@bl

wrrlend alAiit o5 v
WUINkelw <dUWL o ool

and went over

. mine, I 2id not have too

No one

the first day,

fires in the

or frlls Some

Al o

the renjeniny of the mine.
Ho was an air check
Therz had been

was working as an

His nanme
and whlle

go boek to shot Tiring, but workod
Huu ucant, i ecracr not to danger the men, that I took the
lhus I was the

-

lzevz.\ I henrd

on. I did not sue any f%vhts, but I heard »f thenm.

nT did ant sce any Irvoritisnm by the comnpsny for one union over the
otiwr., I nover Leorld any tolk cbout ths compony deliborately keoping the
rinc closed,

"Some cf tho men asked mo what I thought about the UL/, and T told

I sirned two men
to en about joining

caent on this pe. and five othur pages.
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NTERVIEY VITH

“prlngfleld Illinois, on
1943 by Special
Arents :
born et M ‘ B : corsidered
by intcrview.ng BgLcE AE B POOD WITIESS. end is
therefora unable *u exprese hims3lf .leariy- 1 hes & vor, poor
recollection of evants, and their sequercs. and pccause of thet is
coneidered to be uwreliable, and probab’y aes1ly confused. Ho geve
irfor:sation set forth on the fellowing signcd etzlement:

“Soringfield, Ill
Sapterber §, 1943,

wrn., o <o T g lrvmoem rmA hooa
,.\‘/ Al < W . 4 LI AL AIL WIIU LI VWO
been known for monyr - . rioke the following

stetement to . ; ‘ vho have
identificd thamselT ¢ Y0 I : e ~odertl
Burczu of Investigetion. Ko ~roiucs a, trrente, or consgicorstion of

>

eme tiné hez been medo to Mo ¢ ncks this sictenent. I anm vwilling,
if necessory, to go to court wund repret any part of this statement,

%I heve bzen at ¥in
at . ine B bsfors Hlshoff siarto -
of the strike in 1837 I wers do not remewber the

events that occurred before I3 Yery we I de not rocall what
he~senad when the locel ot rmine B joined the Frocrsssive iline “orkers
of krericn, In 1937, I think, I wo: tried and expolled from the
Y of A. I vwae trlnd for as=0c1atwng w1th UhltbC Mlne Workars. *

%I do not reesll vhether it wes before or after the strike
sterted that thet mweting ves helds It wee after this reoting
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that I we: Pl
I do not rarmenber
gtrike sterted or not.

INTERVIE VITH

{con e

"I wag not doirg en- orgenizing for the UW
before the str.ke staried. I do net koo toct eny wae going on. I
know thet tha: e vee gome diffieulty chout & cortracth, and remembar
saying o few ti—es Lo the men tlcot they did rot howve sny tdesa how mueh
monoy they vwers moling, becaues there was no corntroet. I o not recall

vhet the strike stortosd over. I wes werkiag on bop that-day, and when

I cams to ork John Siohneider told me Lhct I was not gelig wo go to
worke I told hin I wer, I ren dhe swit:n erngine on fop thet day,

bacsusc mmﬁo usuelly ran it we: not werkaing thew, Schnoider
did not penLy threten me thot dsy.  Ho hed many of o« pefore, end

govercl times hed %0l re thot ho waoe going tc ih~ow rie Cown the shaft.
The dav the strikc «!..--0d, the imexn wers conling up very small oars.
There vice not oacugh ¢ =l eoning up t~ keop me working, end eo I had
gone hoiw bofors the roa rnesunlly sem. wp- I 0 not rocell whether

I -7ant back w0 the iny to work ~hr woxt doy or nwot. 1 Jo znot recell
every passing or eigning eny petit_on for elther union.

“it the tire of the strike, I bhoé boon oxpelled from the
Progressive (ling Workers. Therc hod boeu some dissonsion about tho weay
the en werc rum ing the locnl thon,; and “he wey the finonces of the
loczl wore boing opercteds Until I was expcelled from tho PIW of A4,

I did not cars much vhich union I belenged to, os long es I could work.
If I h2d not becrn oxpellod, I wvould just as soor hove siaysd in tho

P¥ of Ae I did not attend tihe rc tings. T did not meke nuch difforence
to 1we I do noc 2rnow how the rast of the mon ey the rine felt cbout

the loezl, R

¥After 1 woe expelled from the PIEY, neturelly I hed to be
with the UUW if I »as going %o work at ell. I had alwsys thought that
we ought to hove only one union, and mot howe two unions, but I did
noet cnre poreleuloarly vwhich union it wos.

YBofore t=e strike I h=d done no crganicing, end hnd received
no money from tho 0N for working or oxpenscs., I did not kmow thern that
anvone elsge hed been doi g any agitating, or orgoniaitg et the nrine,
and éid rot know thot they hod been expelled., I had nevor heard anyone
canplein about the unions theres.

“After the etrike, I went down to my folks place, and cemped
on the river, I did a little orgenizing then. That is, I took
¥ corde around to men I knew and asked them about joining the U.H,
I got some money for @&cing thise I do not know whose money it wes,
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INTERVIEW V.ITH but gave it tome, I used it mostly

S for my personal affaire, amd I guess
Gl this. I went out with the carde scvere

continued) usually with

how meny times I we I do not

recell how meny times I got any money from wag every now and

then vhen I needed BE0me, and he would g.x.vs ma iu Or ,25. I did not

heve anything to do with organizing or forming the UMV local at mine B,

I stayed down there camping and did not oome back until the mine reopened.

I éid not even come back to go to work on the deay that they tried %o

open the mine.

knew
imes,
1 do not recall

with

“iihile the stri e was on, and the FM’ men were on the campany
property, I was not out there, but I did drive by several times, I
oould see where the FIIV men had had & mechine gun set up there end

hidden in +ha +trsos end T knesw where tha men were hidine with some
nidgen 1n the trsss,

TAidbe A g, LEF S ~R 0 H

rune, but I did not see any machine gun, or &ny guns out there.

I do not recall vhether I voted in ths election at the Armory
in Dacermber 1937. I voted thers once, and I think I voted there twice.
I air not eure., I do not think thet the elsction wee fair, because the
- F1¥ men were the clerks, end counting the votes and sll around there,
g0 they nsturelly would win,

' © mine reopened in 1839 I went back to work,; end started
F There had not been any big fires, or falls out

o during the t1i e that the mine was olosed, thot I know of. I
do not know whot wag‘going on at the mine in the vay of orgenizing.
It wos an open shop mine thens T did not do cny orgenizing cfter the
mine rcopeneds I co not know of any organizing that was going on or
the corpany property. I do not think thet the compeny preferred any
union over the other. I am still not interested in the unions, and do

not cere which unicon I belong to as long es I can work, and as long
as there is only one unlon. and not ell of thet trouble going on.

"I wes throatenod meny times by men of the PIW, mostly
John Schnoider, but I was never ectuclly molested or injured in eny
weyy I was knocked out and wee unconscious for throe weoks chout two
and 2 helf years agoy I do not know vhat heppened, but I think I was
hite. I do not know who did it. I wes also injured in the mine when e
big piece of coel was laid up ageinst a door that I had just ocome
through, and it csught the mule and I got some ribs broken. I do not know
who did that either.

"I saw a few fights on the mine property, but I do not know why
or hat they wers fighting nbovt. I d4id not sse ~nyonn got beasten up
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out there on the mine propérty. I think it was
after the socond election that I was jurt, but I

. ] exm mot sure when it was, I am not curs of any
continued of the datese.

24 -

*I dc not reerll any favoritism of Faleetti or t
ono urion cver the othe . I do not recall eny meetings of the MW,
I went to s few meetings at Redman's hell for the UMN, I think the
£ll of them were efter I wos expelled from the PME, I was not at any
meetings with Jack Glescow or sew him before the time I was expelled

from the EMV. = .

: T o
g c

“I heve read the above statement on this pzgo and four other
pogese It 1s cll trus ond accurate.

’
(]
/ “‘//
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, -who resides atﬂ
Springfield, Illipcis was intervie

on two different occasions. The firs* interview
was started at his residence on the afternoon of Friday, Seotember 3
but ws srdlscontlnued br R RS S ‘
The 1ntarvievwewa nruiru2d and e signe
Dr'npfleld Fleld Offlce. 4ﬂtLTVl€WU were conducted

WTFRVIE™ WITH

at thz =

by Specizl igents : an? § ki
*mﬂd make a good WI ness. He nas a Tai appearancecan exXpress
insell adeguately, gXwhnggh h15+volce is rather weak. He appears
earnest ann sincere and ﬂould/ne easy to confuse on c¢ross examination.
He gave information set forth in the following signed statement:

"Springfield, Ill
September 5, 1943.

I make the following
statexnent tc

b e B : i ’mmlo have
identified themselwes Lo me 1o be Specia lgents 0 £ Federal Bureau
of Investigation. No promises, threats, or consideration of any kimd
has be~n made to me to make this statement., I am willing, if necessary
to o0 to court and repeat any pert of this statemernt.

T have worked at mine B since I have begen a driver
most of the time during this rneriod, I was a member of the United
iine “jorkers of America prior to 1932. I was never an officer, but 1
used to attend the meetings of the union quite regularly. In those days
there was not a very large attendance at the Union meetings. In 1932 the
Progressive line Torkers of Anerica was organized., I think that it was
organized because some of the men could not get offices in the UM". That
is the only reason that I can think of for organizing that union. “hran
the local at Yine 3 went to the ii4, I went along with them. I did not

especialily care which union I belonged to, and was willing tec go into
the P of & after the P37 of A was formed, and the local was P the

Wi L add Ve diwe LA < Ve LTl | A

local did not get along with the company as uell as before. There was
always some sort of diffi-ulty geing on. The union men were complaining
about thinrs, and there were many short strikes. I went to the meetings
regularly. There was aluays a good attendance at the meetings. I was
satisfies with the vay the local and the Frogressive line ‘orkers of
Amerlca 1/a5 beéfégpun. I got alonv **ettv vell with it. '

ey
&,
5»'
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_ , I was satisfied with it in eve
way, Arl Nk t 3 e nen at the mine were pretty well satis-
fied with the vay the union vas being run. I did not hear anyone
criticize the union, even the men who were later expelled from the union.
There vas sone criticism of the union because of the heavy fines the
union wwas putting on the nmen who were vorking over 35 a week. Other
than that I think that wost of the men vere satisfied, and I, personally,
wiould hzve preferred to comtinue in the Frogressive Union as it was.

"On the day of tho strike I came up, and went home as soon
as the stitke was calleds. I had not heard thet there was going to be a
strike, 1 had niot been at the mecting of the union the night before. 1
did not know that there was one. The men were bringing out small cars
that day. I do not know vhy the men vere loading small,

8] did not knov that there was to be a strike called, but

I heard aftervards, that the strike was called because the men would )
not vork vith those men wiw had been expelled from the union, and who ;
the company 1ould not discharge. I was not one of the men who had been )
discharged from the union. I vas a hember of the Progréssive Mine Vorkers:.
in good standing until shorily after the mine reopened in 1933. I had
not attended any meetings at Redman's hall, or taken part in or heard
of any discussions about svitching unions, There had been some discussion
at the mine about & contract, and that was vhat the men who were expelled
from the unicn had been complaining about, but that wes not the reason
that the stirike vas called as far as I know.

"ifter the strike started I did not go back to the mine. 1
did not sign any petitions or pqpers of any kind that I can recall. 1
took no part in thekor~aniz local for mlne B. In
Septenbor M 3 S and some man
came tO my | n, I

jome and told Ly vife that

went out to the mine the day that the mine open:d yith o o |
“e vent out very carly, leong before any men shoved up so-Tha couid

have the mules 211 harnessed and ready to go vhen the mine opened. I
staved down all that day, hauling etc. Vhen I came out that night all
the men had zonc from around the shaft. I heazrd that the Frogressives
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INTeRVIES ' IT were not letting the men go to work there, so I
did not go back to the mine tc work. I did not go
(contini ad) out and stay on the company property vhen the sit

dovwn strike was in progress., I had a job to do
LI e I later went on TTA, I did not vote in the
gctlon ~bert the unicons at mine B in Decerer 1337, and did not go
back to the minc or have anything to do vith the mine until it recpened
in 19393,

"hen I went back to the mine in 1939 I got the job or
vorking on the bottom, repairing, and vorking on the machinery, "I had to
go down cach morning at € AM, and 0il the machinery ete, before the men
got there to go dovn. So I did not see anything that happened around the
pit on the top, I did not see any {ights, or any v1olence of any kind,
although I heard thet there was some, and did hcl* cut on
the cage when he came dowvn in z ecar, and said that, m beaten

up.

"Charly Bohannon vas the only one who ever asked me to join
the Ui A vieek or so after the mine reopcned in 1939 he came to me
onc day on top, and asked me vhat I was going to do, and which union
I was going tc go vithe I told him that I did not know and would let him
know later. That night I was talking to the fellow that I ridc with,
and he was a littlc disgusted with the P because of the finos thpv
had put on him for vorking the sixth day in a we:k, and because he had
not gotien the fines back a@he cxpected to. He said he vas going to
go U7, and I decided that I -ould go with him. I did not ask any one
to join the WX,

"I knev slightly at the mine, I did not know
vho he vas until la ter, but I so¥ himet the mine regularly. He vas a
sort of safetyy man. Ile had not been at the mine before the strike.

Thore wi doing safety ~ork at the minc before; but the¥ staved on
1H1L{ was vWorking there, and are still on. o one as hired
to take placc “then he lﬁft

"I hava knovn Oscar Talecetii porsonelly for nany veers, 1T
vent out idth him meny tines, and I never hcard him say anything about
vhich unicn he wented us to havs at the minc. I never saw anything at
the minc indiccting that they had eny preference.
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is not much difference in the way the local is
being run that when it was a PMT local, except that
not as nany nen attend the meeting as belcre.

(contimizd

"T have never . o~ ristreated in any way by
either o th: ~mions. ¥ was never in any
trouble wi. 217 unions, o ae was not particularly
interest=d in the af’alrs of the unlon, Pe has not retuwrned ito work since

the strike. ly sons SN cver vorked at mine B.

8T do net recall any literaturs every being passed out at
the mine. Soue of the men had been skeptical about the contract with
the compary jrior to the strike in 1937, and asked Falcetti about it.
He vould show ihe contract to them. That is the only thing that I ever
saw handed out at the mine.

8T have read the above statement on this page and four other
pages. It is a1l true aad accurate.

(Signed)

FIB.II"
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INTERVIE: LITH

foocecrar sy, rd ocan exyrese nimself wall., b gave 1n10rmatlon sct
forth on the Zollowirg signed statemonts

“Springfield, Ill.
September 6, 1543.

iy e § e . I meke the following
stetemont Lo § AR S B e , who hove
idertifisc thenselves gonvs ¢ Federal Bureeu
of Investigztion, No promises, threets or consideration of any kind
has boen nede te me to meke this statomenc.

%I worked at minc B for ‘yea;rs- I raroly vent to any
urior meetinge. I did not crre anything ebout unions, or which union
I belonged to. Ir tho gpring of 1237 I ksd trouble with my eyes, e&nd
di¢ rot work for eix wegks. I ecome back crnd only worlked nins deys
when the strilke storteds I did not krow onything sbout the etrike,
or that it wes going to be ezlleds I do not know whot it wes over,
although I think it was boesuse the compeny wrould not fire some mon.
I knew these mene I hed never heard thsm or anyone else soy anything
about switeching unicns, or exything apeinst ths Progressives.

“Aftor the strike started I did not go to mny mectings, sign
any wotitions, or have anything to do with the mine or the union.
I voted in thp election, and voted exactly es I wanted to votes It
wuas a izir slection ns far ce I kaow.

“The rules of the PIW forbid a member from cssosicting with
rerters of the U¥, I dié not pay any attention to it, becausc I had
fricnds in both unione, After thoe strike storted, thoy ezlled e and
told mc to come up to the union hall for 2 meoting. I1-4id rot want to
go, and did not goe I found out cbout tvwo weoks nlter thet I had been
¢xpolled from ths urions I do not know what I wee cxpelled for, or for
hov longs I did not core cnything sbout it,

"I vrs pever sbusad by any =orbers of either unionm. I 4did
not eore which urion I belonged to. I would hove been Just eas satism=
fied with the FIY wwhen they lkicked me oute after thnot I £1d not sce
cny reason for sticking with them, but it &id not wekc any difforenna
beeause I did net intend to vork in the rmines any nore.
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INTERVIEL T “T heve read the sbove stetement on this
& page t&nd one othor page.. It is all true and

{continued) T tocurate.

FlB. I'“
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RE: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL. )97 o
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was interviewed on September 10, 1943, con-
% knowlede of the Kine "B" situation.
. R highly inte
gent, careful in his siate s, O ‘::- n good witness,

Relative t 3 testimony if he is called as a witness
it should be noted tha ep a diary of all events of any consequence
happening throughout the entire period in question. He is able to refer to
this diaery snd refresh his recollection g1v1ng a complete picture of what
happenéd on each individual date. ¥H vas one of those convicted in
the mine bombing case. He alsc wag 1 carly in the 1930's in
Christian County along with others for rioting. The case was never prose-
cuted.

mhas been seriously injured by gun fire, presumably by
United Mine VWorkers on two occasions. In the fall of 1932 he was shot in
the leg by a Union Mine Tiorker by the name ofijgs : Later on March
6, of 1936, he was ambushed by sn unknown essailant who shot him in the Lack,
permanently injuring his right arm, %the bullet striking him in the back and
traveling down the upper arm. On two occasions, once on Christmas eve ip
1933, and later on in the summer his home was riddled twice by gun fire, On
Christmas eve both he and his wife narrowly missed being hit. On the second
occasion no one was at home.

o 3 diary contained much information of interest to this
case to which he could not testify personally, and so is not included in the
signed statement. Such incidents and conversations with Elshoff, Falceetti,
and others as he could testify to personally are set out in the signed
statement, which is as follows:

“"Springfield, Illinois
September 10, 1943

"I_,
Special Agonte®
tigation.

meke the following voluntary statement to
of the Federal Bureau of Inves-

iy full neame is % k: and I reside a*;
Springfield, I1linois. was born ir

"I have been a miner and connected in various capacities with
mining organizations since o At that time, I was a member oj the United

¥ine Torkers of America, and for a period of time approximately ysars ago
was employed at Mine B, Springfield, Illinois., At the time the Break
occurred in the United Mine Worker ranks in 1932, at which times the
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1 Ve ITH Progressive Miners of America was formed, I was eme

% ployed et Peabody Mine No. 59 at Springfield, Tllinois,
{continued Before the formetion of the Progressives im 1932, I

acted as & watcher, during which time the two refer=-
endums were held by the United Mine Workers to determine whether or not
they would accept the contract agreed upon between the Secale Committee of
the United Mine Viorkers ond the Scale Committee of the Illinois Coml Oper-
etors Association., I was present at the time the ballots and vote tabu-~
leticns were allegedly stolen by representatives end followers of John L.
Lewis. In the succeeding reaction which followed, I took an active part
in the organization of the Progressive Miners of America,

"One of the mines which was organized by the Progressive Miners
and which came under my Jjurisdiction &s a Board hember was the Mine B Coal
Company located in Springfield, Illinois, and operated by Carl H. Elshoff.
This mine was under the jurisdiection of Locel No. 54,‘Progressive_uine

orkers of America and was a part of Distriet No. 4, . ]
' B The Mine B Coal Company was organized by the PMA in the Fall of
932, and from that date, up until the Spring of 1937, relationships be~
tween the management, Carl H, Elshoff and the PMA, weve friendly and all
grievances arising were settled in a satisfactory munner according to an
gstablished procedure and joint contract without any interference in pro-
duction or strikes,

"The first knowledge of any trouble or controversy at Mine B was
brought to my attention in April of 1937, On March 31, 1937, the contract
which had been signed by Elshoff and the P4 in 1935 explred At that time
and prior, negotiations had been going on between the Scale Comittee of the
FMA and the Scale Committee of the Corl Producers Association of I1linois
in order to arrive at a satisfactory contract for all mines being operated
by the PA, On Merch 31, 1937, Mine B was not & member of the Corl Producers
Association, and it was necessary to enter int B 5ont .with Elshoff as
an indeoendent operator., On April 2, 1937, P B "

B signed an agreement with Elshoff oxten YHE ‘the Sontract which
expired on Harch 31 until such time€ as an agreecment was reached between the
Coel Froducers Associestion and the Scale Committee of the PMA and ratified
by the members of the Progressive Miners Union in this District. This ex-
tention of contract which was signed by Mr. Elshoff carried with it the
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 ;; - INTERVIEW WITH agreement of record adopted March 29, 19831, which
PG provided a reto-active wage scnle if the United Mine
(continued workers were granted opme in Illinois.

“On April 5, 19837, the Pit Committee of Local No. 54 came to my
office inquiring about the retro-act;ve clause in the ¢ ntract. "This
.ommlttee was COm-qsed_p- ‘ ' 3 : do

o record mede in joint scele on Merch 29.

ing accor-1ng

I received & call early in the morning from
I who informed me thet trouble had
arisen at Mine B, the company taking the stand theat was contrary to the ten-
tative contract which hed been signed by Carl Elshoff. Then I went to the
mine, it wes reported to me ) that Falcetti hed started an agitation
that the company would not 1i¥ © the retro-active agreement. 1 found
thet the foliowing men had been ective in agitating this question: Tony
Plotch, Charles "Bowling Green™ Bohamnon; Dominic Pasquele; Joe Albanese,
elso known as Sem Catelone; Frank Austin; George end Emery Jackaway; Jemes
HEale; Andrew Skelevieus; John YCotton™ Ananias, Jr; John Sirtout; and
villiam "Pete" Carter. These men had been agitating among the men, stating
that the superintendent of the mine, Oscar Falcetti, had stated thet there
was no retro-active feature in the agreement which hed been signed by
Elshoff.

“On A-rll 5, 1837

YThe mine did not work on April 6, 1937, because at the time I
hed arrived there and settled this trouble, the managemont stated that it
was too late for the men to go down into the mine. The Coal Company
clzimed it was now aslmost 8:00 O'clock, cleiming it we- too late for the
men to go down. I insisted that the men were ready to go to work as the
starting time was 8:00 o'clock, but they refused to put the men to -work.

"That morning, I talked personally to Tony Plotch, and he told
me that the superintendent Falcetti had told him the compeny did not have
any contract or mgreement with the Progressives which provided for retro=-
active pay, and he was not in favor of working under such conditions. I
told Plotch this was not true and thet the Progressives did have e contract
which provided for retr:-active pay.

7,..1937, a meeting of the men at Mine B was called by
= t my request. At that time, I explained
e new agfbemen% was ratified, it would be retro-active to April 1,
1937, as far as any pay increase w.: concerned and instructed the men to
go on down to work and that the company would have to live up to its con-
tract. The men went on down to work. Leter in the day I rececived a call
from the Pit Committee who stated that they had been called out of the mine
by what they thought at first to be the company, but upon answering the
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call, found that it consisted of Dominic Pasquale,
4ndrew Skelevieus, Joe Jarvis, Tony Plotch, John Ananias,
Jr., and one or two others who hed not gone down into
the mine that day. These men had yellow slips which
hey said were contracts FHClEERREENEL: 88 ' TR
ifor the Progressives, enc
or cperators. These pieces o
developed were United Mine wcrker opposition in ocur Prog
had nothln whlch reflected the agresment -
: - and it appeared that they were purpose Yy try=-
- re of the actual situetion in an effort to create
trouble and to cause & strike st the mine. In this matter, the company made
no effort to insist thet these men go to their work. In fact, I noted thet
the bosses repcerted to the mine this dey, April 7, 1837, without their dinner
pails, which indicated to me thzt they did not expect to go to worke.

¥In vicw of the fact thet it had been reported by these twelve spies
that Falcetti had told them thet there was no retro-active feature in the
egreement signed with Elshoff, I personally talked tc Falcetti, at which
time he did not deny that he had told the men this, and I told him that
there was a retro-active cleuse in the sgreement and that the compeny would
live up to it end that he, Falcetti, was not going to keep these men from
going to werk on this morning, which was April 7, 1937, From the attitude
of the management and these twelve men on this morning and the previous
morning, April €, it was more or less zpparent that the company was working
with these men to strike the mine and put the Progressive Organization in
a bad light.

"0on April 5, 1837, the Joint Scale Committeer urrived at an agree-
ment that any wage increase will date from APri;~}L1;957 On April 9, 1937,

tentatlve agreement., at this time, 7 as spokes=-
man for our group., No cgreement was signed at this time, but the metter was
taken under advisement by lshoff and Falcetti.

"On Sunday, april 11, 1937, I went to Mine B in company with

o to talk to Elshoff end Falcetti on the second tentative
Bisnoff claimed he saw no need of a second tentative agreement,
he will ebide by the one he signed on April 2.

"On April 12, 1937, I heard rumors that individuel members of
these twelve men mentioned heretofore were specifically soliciting member-
ship for the United Mine “wrkers of America., This was later confirmed in
fact, and these men were expelled from the Progressive Miners of Americe by
appropriate action through the Local. 1 was advised of this by officials
of the Local. ;
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INTERVIE:. "Earl _ ] ning 1937, I received a call

continue mine. unhen 1 arrived at the mine,

—informed me that the Committee had demanded
the discharge of five former Progressives who had been expelled because of
their activity on behalf of the United Mine ‘.orkers from the PMA. The names
of these men were Frank Austin; Ww.L. "Pete" Carter, 4ndrew Skelevieus;
Dominic Pasguale, Joe albanese, elias Sam Catalone. I took the cese up with
beth Elsheff and Falcetti, but the company declined to write up joint
evidence. They refused to stop these five men from working. ‘hen he refused
te write up joint evidence, I esked him if we could refer this dispute, him
to select & man and I to select N or someone else that -may
select., Elshoff did agree to asmr ebout referring the caste At
gbout this time, Felecetti was celled out; he came back & few minutes later
and stated that it had been reported that the cars were coming up not loaded
or loaded short. Elshoff argued that he could not discharge these men be-
ceuse he would be liable under the waggoner Act. That was the position he
wes taking. However, he agreed to get his lawyer's version of the situation.
At my insistence, he celled his lawyer et thet time, whom he arranged to see,
and sgreed to meet me at 2:00 o'clock that afternoon w.th the Committee to
give his answer, :

"Then we lelt the office, and as we did so, Falcetti and Elshoff
called my ettention to the fact that cars were apparently being sent up not
loeded to cepacity. I suggested thut he takc that matter up with the Pit
Committee, in accordance with the prov131ons of the joint contract beiwecen
PMA and the Company.

"it epproxinately 2:15 thet eftgrpoon, I returned to Elshoff's
office with the Fit Committece and ﬁﬁkw&w g Elonoff refused to de
enything at 211 with regard to handling the disputts He did say, "Put this
mine in normel operation. Them cars are not being loaded properly.™ I told
him that I came out hore to get his answer regarding the case before us and
that's what I was here for. He refused to do anything. at this point,
negotiaticns broke of, and I notified the enginesr and the chedk wayman that
the company had refuscd to hendle ease in accordance with the contract. +when
the men were notified of hlS action, the work cezsed, end the men came out
of the pit.

"4 meeting of Local No. 54 was held on tho night of May 12, 1937,
at which time, I told the mombers that the five men who hed been expelled had
& right to appeel and that if it were proved thet they were innocecent, Local
Ko. 54 was responsible and these five men would be paid.

"I further recall with respecct to my negotiations with Elshoff om
that morning with respect to his liability uwnder the wagponer Labor aAct that

- 410 =



¢ O

Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL

29 x> ép 2

INTERVIEw wITH these men had & right of appeal and that if it were
found that they hed been wrongfully discherged, the
(continue Progressive Orgenization would underwrite any ex-

pense that Elshoff might have had to stend by stopping
the men from working at our request. He refused to consider this offer
#nd refused to discharge the men.

R "after May 12, 1937, for a period of about three weeks, there was
CEL picksting at Mine B by the Progressive Orgenization. There was no violence,
‘ and it was during this time that a petition was cirrulated smong the mem-
bers of the Progressive Organization in which over 400 signed and which
stated that they desired, as employees of Mine B, to be represented by the
Progressive Mine Wworkers of America as Collective Bargaining Agency for
Local Union No. 54. This petition wrs one of the three originals which
were madc at thet time, inesmuch os when the men signed the petition, they
signed three copies, one of which wrs presented to Elshoff, another to be
retained with me zs Distriet Board llcmber, and the third furnished to the
District Fresident Upon receipt of the petition, Superintendent
Falcetti, who was present, looked at erch page of signatures, Carl Elshoff
acknowledged the list of namcs and geve W e R e receipt typed
out on lotterhesd of Mine B Coal Company, Elshoff, President.
This letter acknowledged the receipt of the petition, but refused to
acknowledge the authenticity of the signatures. &t this time, Carl Elshoff
stated that he had scen some cards which hed been signed by United Mine
workers. However, he would not state es to who they were or how mony they
had seen or show anything to that effect. On almost every occesion that I
went out to the mine, I generally noted that at least & few of the twelve
men who had been expelled from Local Union No. 54 were hanging sround the
mine,

"On August 6, 1937, I went to Mine B with ™4 ‘ ey
and two others to present e tentetive contract to Elshoff for is 51ghh ure.
Elshoff did not sign this contract or indicete in any way that he would.

He stated that if he decided to sigr the contract that he wuld get in touch
with me,

"On August 14, 1937, I telephoned Elshoff maklng an app01ntment
with him, I proceeded to the mine wir B :=nd the Pit Committee,
0 N -t which tir- . 4 demanded the return of the
ch we had previously given to Elshoff on July 12, 1937. This
ves done in view of the fact thet Elshoff had not acted upon the recelpt
of the petition in recognizing the Progressives as the Bargaining igent with
employees of that mine. I asked Elshoff sbout signing a contract at that
time, end Elshoff stated that he was "up in the asir. You have asked for the .
petition back."” 1In the course of further discussion, Elshoff said, "when
I sign a contract, it will be with a Union, I started in 1912 and have
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INT EITH always been in charge or connected with Union mines,®

Hz did not sey with what Union he would sign or that
!continued! he would sign a contract with the Progressives. BHe
stated that he would let us know on the following Monday
whether or not he would return the petition.

"On September 8, 1937, I went to Chieago, Illinois, being driven
in the car belonging tc e, Accompanying me were gfc*'V'

' ) I At Chicago, AN
i and proceeded to the office o » L.
"C. Bajork, Who ' Was Tho negional Uirector of the Thirteenth Region, Netionel
Lebor Reletions Board., T.hen we arrived at his office, Ray Edmundson,
Provisionel President of Distriect No. 12, United Mine workers of America,
was already there. There were no terms of settlement errived et to open
the mines. Spokesman for our group wes Gt who presented the
petitions and evidence that the employeem desired to be repre-
sented by the PMA and reguested that an electicn be held. Rey Edmundson
objected to an election, stating that the United Kine workers already had a
contract with Elshoff., He claimed many nomes signed on cards requesting

representation by the UifidA. He claimed 357 nemes. FHowever, upon request,

ke refused to submit any cevidence of these signatures, saying that when the
right time came, he would produce them. He insisted that employees of
Mine B who belonged to the UMWi would put the mine into operation.

"The question also arose as to whether the men suspended from the
Progressive Organization, which at this time hed resched twelve, would be
put back to werke. Bajork did not cormit himself st =11 upon this question.
Edmundson insisted thet these men should be put back to work. Our spokesman

M hetated that they sheuld not be put back to work and insisted that

en ¢ tion be held teo determine vhat organlzatlon would represent the em-
ployses of lMine B.

"On iwgust 28, 1937, e contract was signed betwcen the Scale
Committees of the P4 and the Coal Producers issociation of Illinois. This
contract wes formelly ratified and state-wide referendum as of September
10, 1937, by the Progressive Locals. On September 10, 1943, a new petition
was signed by members of Local No. 54 at the office of the PMA as they come
in tc vete on the referendum,

"On September 17, 1937, I to locate Elshoff et his office
about a new contrzet. I talked to 4 who advised thut Elshoff
was in T.isconsin., I agein tried to locate o¥f at the Kine B Office on
Septerber 18, 1837, without results. I attempted again to locate Elshoff
September 20, 1537, at both iiine B and at his home. B¢ was reported to be
out of the city and would probebly be beck on September 21, 1937.

"On September 21, 1937, I, with the Committee includin: RN
end Attorney Dowell, conferred with the Governor of the State of Iflnog!,
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N LI H and he suggested that everyone be allowed to work at
the mine, suspended members and all until the National
{continued) Lebor Relations Board decision was completed.

met w1th alsho

was the spokesman for our organ-
roneotad +ha Affar that T had nra-

Ldwprrauveidl Wil Jvidwd Vil v 4 anid A o

4 Wil E’u..l.u. L rdbla W I.r J P LG

vicusly made to Mr. £lsheff in thft if the Labor Board recommended that

the men who were cxpelled from Local No. 54, PkA, should be put back to
work that the Progressive Organization would underwrite any expense in
which Elshoff might be involved as a result. we insisted that ell the Pro=-
gressives of this Locel were ready to go back to work, but not with the
twelve men inasmuch as under the closed shop contract with the mine, they
were not entitled to hold their jobs there if they were not members of

the Progressive Mirers of 4mericae. Contracts with kHine B expressly stated

+ e d 1 + fa o) h e 1 |
LAY Oﬂ;y wNACSE WNRO WEerec memoers Cf the ;m.i'r'; wers cﬂtitled "-.‘-0 ‘J'I"urk at 'tha.t

mine. No agreement was rezached et this meeting.

"On September 25, 1937, I received a ¢all from § T
who advised thet Dominic Pasquale, Charles Bohannon, Joe “had run
him off of the mine property. They hed approached him ebout joining up
with the UMVA end seid that he must sign in order to work at Mine B,
vwilliams advised me that they blocked his entrence to the engine room. I
gave the Sheriff of Sengemon County this informetionm. I oy

x50 rrmanendad o Wdine B Thew T avei
ﬁ; e r}l Vo s WY Ll =g LAF § L ¢ £ L= Oy N
'b

saw Pominic rasquale try to conceal a gun which he stuck in & box of chalk
right next to the desk of Falcetti in the mine office., Falcetti at that
time wes at his desk,

¥
¥ o
L

"then we arrived at the cffice, Pasquele, 4lbanese, Bohannon were
in conference with Falcetti, and cur eppearance apparently surprised them
end Pasquale wuas not eble tc conceal his gup in time to g event cur sceing
it. 4 few scconds later, threc or four Deputy Sheriffs arrived, 1 picked
the gun up and turned it over to the Deputy Sheriffs. This resulted in
a search of the others present with the exception of Falcetti, and it wes
found that Joe albencse was carrying a long barrel .38 revolver. Both
Albanese and Pasquale were errested at this time for car ing concealed
waapons, I esked Falcetti if he were trying tc sic B from working,
and ho said, "No". Falcetti did not reprimand any oi these men for carry=
ing weapons or for t} ituetion that was croated by their actions on this
dete. I instructed S to return to his work in the engine room.
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TE INTERVIEy LITH "Latcr in the day, I wes again informed that “
w # had been run coff his job at Mipne B. This time, 1
continued supposed to heve.been done by ¥R and two others
with Charles Bohannon. 1 know tha<§ wa
hired by John L. Lewis as an investigator for the United Mlne Workers,
has told me thet he was employed by John L. Lewis; that when Lewis told
him to do & thing, he did 1it.

R "In the local newspaper, we were advised that Mine B would open

on September 27, 1937, for work., I eddressed a meeting of Local No. 54,
PMA, on September 26, 1937, et which time I told them all to report for work
on that morning.

"On Monday merning, Scptember 27, 1937, I went to Mine B with about
300 men of the FMA who were reporting for work with their dinner pails. I
talked to Oscar Falcetti, vwho, at first, wculd give me no answer at all.
Leter he cazme cut of the office end aslked the WINA to furnish 50 men for
work, I told him these men who were members of the PMA were insisting on
their rights under the Notional Lebor Relations act and are demanding pay
for any displacement of men of our organization from their jobs. 10 so-
called UNWL men went below to work, end three reported for work on top.
I told the men thet dey tc go in individually and report to work to Falcetti.
Felecetti rcfused to takc any of their neames, znd in less than a minute, left
the offices However, the men continued to report for work, consulting
Togs TV - -nyonc who happened to be in the office. when Faleetti
for the 60 men, he said thet he was only recognizing the United Mine
workers.

"It was sbout this time that I, along with cthers, heard that the
UMWA was going to try to put the mine in cperation with imported strike-
treakers from downstate Illincis. There was also a r.mor that they would
bring some men in from Taylorville end the Midlend Track, which is in
- Christian County, Illinois, and in which is situated four mines operated- ~
= by the Peabody Coel Company and crganized by the UMJA.

LWL TR AR e o S R

e "On September 28, 1937, the men again went cut to the mine to re-
Talhg port for werk and demanded their jobs. On this date, no one went down in
% the mine to werk, In view of the rumer thet we had heard about imported
strike-breakers, the men doetermined to prctect their jobs and simply stayed
on the company property. 4t no time did we consider that we were striking
against the compeny but et all times had informed the company that we were
rcady to go back to work. The men continued to stay at the mine until
they were enjoined from doing so by an order of the United States District
Court, Southern District of Illinois, on or about November 23, 1937, During
this time, no violence of any scort cccurred upon the mine property, end )
when the order wes issued, the men complied with it,

"o October 8, 1937, I, with
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meetlng at

eontinuéd)

Mlne B w1th Elshoff concernlng the entire Mine B
situation. Ddrlﬁg this mE:-GtLuB, we felt that Progresé

was mode toward putting the mine in cperation and holding an election
fifteen doys later to determine who would be the Bargaining Lgency for the
men at Nine B, This matter of flfteen days operation before an election
wa.s 1nst1uuted by an Attorney, . for the United Mine workers,
and was simply ddaying action a nited Hine vorkers must have known
that they did not have a majority of employees at this mine. A4t this meet-
ing, Elshoff agreed to teke our proposition regarding the election up with

the other side. However, Elshoff failed to carry out his part in connection
with }1r1rh'rlg the eccnsent election.

1020451 Ll UL

"Op January 4, 1938, which was the date on which the Labor Board
certified the frogressives i {ipc B i went_out
to Mine B wi : : : s

: o rance y
the company bosses. United States Marshal, was also there at
the entrance. in accordance with the injunction which

had been granted in federel Court, I could not go in on the mine property.
Bowaver, the others were nr—‘m‘xtted to go ine. These men later came back

and reperted tc me that when they applled for work, Fanlcetti answercd say-
ing, ™ie have a M4 contract." After learring that PAMA had been certified by
the NLRB as bargaining agency I tried to contact Elshoff on this date, but
later ssw in the Springfield State Journal that Elshoff was going to close
Mine B indcfinitely. I egain tried to locate Elshoff on January 7, but he

was reported to be out of the city.

"Cn February 18, 1938, I went out to Kine B and saw ¥ ) :
ond served papers on him relatlve tc the retrc-active agrecment of nprll ’
1927, in the absence of Elshoff and Faleetti, and told him ¢t that time that
Progressive line worker mombers cnly were entitled to work in the mine.

7 Acpgmranyipg’ggwwere

_ I went to dine B agaln on February 21, 1938, at which time alked
choff and Oscar Faleetti. I served nctice on Elshoff concerning the
demands for the rctro-2 etive scalc due the members of Local No. 54 or cer=-

oyees who had worked continuocusly at the mine, such as §
o L ; cven though the mine had shut’
1537, ““hen L*shoff received the written demands, he said, "all
I then asked him for a receipt and he said that he would have to
see his lawyer. I then asked Elshoff about sigsing the contract with the
PVhe. He said, "The mine is shut down.," I also tcld Elshoff I was ready at
any time to sign a PLA coniract. Elshoff wanted to know;why I wanted a
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INTERVIE. WITH receipt to the demends for rétrd-active unpaid wages
which had been presented to him. I told him if we could
not settle, we may have to resort to the Civil Courts.

He said that we had already entered a suit for the

ccntinue

retro-active wages.,

"On Narch 14, 1938 f& _ . g
cut to Mine B to see Elshoff. shoff, when they appeared told them to call
up before they ceme out to the mine, During the conversation with Elshoff,
they ncted thet the fan at the mine which circulates air was running at full
speed, and six pit cars were loaded with props ready to send down. when
these facts were reported to me, I called Elshoff, who said that the power
was coff and that the only jice for the lights end the fans was being supplied.
He said thet no work was being done in the mine,

“From then on until the expiration of my term as Beard Member, I
contacted Blshoff at various times trying to work out e contract without any
results. I remember three or four times asking Elshoff how he was main-
teined the expense paying royalies and nlso the expense of opening the mine
et some future date, He would never make a definite answer. At times,

I accused him of fovering the UNGEA, which he never affirmed or denied.

"I have read this statement which consists cf eighteen pages. All

information end dates appeering herein were verified by notes kept by me in
ny disry, and to the best of my knowledpe angd recollection are true.

Signed: %5?7”

witnesseds

Special agent, FEI.

Speeial Lpent, FEI. "

after the execution c¢f this stgtement a further review of 3

i diary was made and it was found that on Au ugt 17, 1938, he att.
to call Elshoff at his coffice and was informed by 5!‘chat Elshoff was
cut of the City. 23 cc=in saw Elshoff on ooptember 26, 1938, rela-
tive to opening the mine end signing a contract. At that time Elsheff said
that market cenditions were bad and that he did not know when he would open

the mine.

4nother attempt was made to locate Elshoff on October 8, 1938,
and the last record of any conversetion at all in his diary with Elsheff
was on January 13, 1938, At that tinrc SO phoned Elshoff about a
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contract. He was again told that market conditions did
S not warrant the opening of the mine and that in the event
tcontinued} business conditions in the future improved, and he con-

sidered opening the mine that he would get in touch with

Relative to the strategic importance of Mine E, q stated
that it was the largest single mirne in the Springfield Area. He stated that
the Panther Creek Mines considered collectively employed more men., He con-

sidered Mine Basa strategic point of attack by U, particularly in the
Springfield District, because it was the largest single mine under one owner,

INTERVIE. .1

In event any background informetion is desired es to the struggle
gpctween United Mine workers and Progressive Kine workers of smerica in 1932
can glverdctalled 1nformau10n e

L]
f
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was interviewed by Special Agents
ot the Springfield Office

INTERVIEN WITH

on September 10, 1943,

has been engaged in the occupatlon of coml mining or
o the activities of unlons regardige gor or BATrE.

associated

ance, &nd will ma<é'a;cooperat1ve W1tness as far as the Government's case is
concerned, During the pertinent periods which are covered by this investiga-~
ticn, he was an active official of Local 54, FMA, and attended many of the

cnt s i Al rdb b amed e wrose s e An +a wmanTae +hn e ol e

I.U.CGUJ.LAED J.Il WNicn U.Lr\dC.lLI.kJUD LLA =73 =1 LIRJ.U.‘;' O I GUPULL CIlEe TS &INa v
contrect with CARL FLSHOFF and OSCAR FALCETTI. With regard tc
it should be noted thet he was one of those convicted in the mine
case during 1337, and served s two year term in a Federal institution from
the middle of 1939 until September 1540.

o

The stotement which wss executed by is as follows:

"Springfield, Illinois
September 10, 1343.

: L make the following voluntary statement to
Specinl Agents SR [ - 2 of the Federal Bureau of In-
vestigeticn.

"My name ic ‘&% ; end I reside et
Springfield, Illinois. born L e e AU
ever since I was years of age have beet .mp oye&'ln cOhl NiNes of
geged in aetivity related to the cozl mining industry. I first went to work
for the Mine B Coel Compuny, Springfield, Illincis, undr. the manugement of
Carl H. Elshoff in 1931, At that time and prior, I was 2 mamber of the United
Mine Workers. However, when the Progressive Mine Workers of America formed
their union in the fall of 1932 I joined them. At that time I was a member

of Lorasl No 5A p= Y1 ivn Serinefiesld T1linpmis whieceh hed Surigdiction over

A A A a ke AT W wEy A A g Al P ha -I--I-J.b-l-hva.\d, ALl ALy TAEA A4 g a oA AWML Ll W VDL

the Mine B Coml Company. In the fall of 1932 the entire mambershlp of this
locel, except one man by the name of‘

"To the best of my recollesction the relationships between the PMA
and the management at Mine B were good fram 1932 until the Spring of 1937.
A11 grievances and difficulties arising were hondled in accordence with
settled procedure and there weres no werk stopages or strikes during this per-
ind. I personelly became aware of some agitetion in Local No. 54 on the part
of ten or twelve men early in April of 19237. The contract which the PMA had
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with Elshoff as an independent operator expired on March
31, 1937. Some of these men, nsmely, Lndrew Skrelevious,
Charles "Bowling Green" Pohannon, Dominic Pasquele, Tony
Plotch, Pete Carter, Frank Austln, Joe Alb&nese, "Cotton”
Ananies, and perhaps e few others, were ective., It was my understanding that
these men were agitating among the membership, stating that the campany would
not recognize the retroactive pay features which might be subsequently ex-
gcuted in contract. I cen recall that some of these men hed yellow pieces

of paper which were reported to have been obtained from the office of the
comparny, principally from Oscar Felcetti, the Company Superintendent. These
men were representing that this paper stated thet no retromctive pey would

be obtained from the campany. I definitely reeall that early in April the

work of these men wes so effective that they attempted to stop production at
the mine.

"I recall thet o came out to the mine and explained
that the existing contracts would prov1de that retrozctive pay would be in
effeect =nd attempted to persucde the men to go back to work. The men
were willing to go back to work. However, the company offiecinls, namely,
Falcetti, st=ted thot it wos too late and refused to scnd the men down into
the mine. This wss shortly before 8 ofclock; that starting time at ‘the mine
wis 8:00 a.m. I recnll that throughout the entire month of April these men
continued to cmuse trouble, still arguing the contruct question. Early in
Mey of 1937 I remember tttending one meeting ot which five men were expslled,
These men were Frank Austin, Doniniec Pusguale, Pete Certer, Joe Albanese,
~2nd Tony Pletch. To the best of my recollection this wes o regular member-
ship meeting, the trials of these men huving been held sometime previously
by the trial board. This weas simply & referendum to the membership of Local
54 to voice their epproval of the trial bourd's decisions. The membership
felt thet the trial committee had taken the proper action. On May 12, there
wss r strike at Mine B. I worked in the mine all during thet day until the
errly part of the afternoon when word came down that Elsb ff hed refused to
recognize the closed shop contract between the Company end FMA in that he re-
fused to fire the five men who hod been expelled from the Union. I received
more definite information on this metter when 1 came up out of the mine and
talked to some of the men on top. Then for a period of wpproximetely three

. weeks there was some picketing ot the mine, and during this time a petition
wr.s circulsted among the men in order to determine whether or not they wanted
to be represented by the Frogressive sline Yorkers.

"Sometime in September I hanpened to be at the Board Office of the
PM4 when s ¢rll wns received 2 on rd Member, from :
stying that he hod been run of the property at Mine B by Charles Zchennon,
Dominie Pesquele, Joe Albenese, end others. As I recnll it R called
the Sheriff of Sangsmon County and 1 -w1ﬂz€ drove out to
the mine. We reached the mine just before the men frum the Sheriff's Office
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INTERVIEW WITH arrived and as we went in I, together witg saw
SR Pasquale take e gun and try to hide it in a box of some
ot e oo mrmd ok MAanc- Balasdddte Aaal- TE T wmal

SUL v Wy UWpTl .I.Ilbt:llul:‘!llb USCar reicevii 8 QUSBK. 41 & iQ9¥
member correctly, Felcetti, Bohannon, Pasgquele, and Al-
brnese were in the roam. notified the Sheriff of what Pasquale hnd
done end =fter the Sheriff found the gun & search ves made of the other oc-
cupants in the room with the possible exception of Falcetti. It was found
thet Albsnese wns =lso carrying & gun, & revolver of some sort. These two
men were arrested on that date for carrying concealed weapons. 1 do not re-
call thet Falcetti said & single word during ell the time that this was going
on. It is my reco“iction, however, thattalked to Falcetti concern-
ing returning to work, and thaz sctuelly did go back on his
Jjoba Shortly efter %gls in the letter part of ! eptember, 1937, there was an
attempted opening of Mine B, I, along with the other employees of Mine B, re-
ported for work thet morning end I recell that Fsleetti ceme out and told the
men thnat they would have to be United Mine “orkers to work ot Mine B, inasmuch
s the compeny had a contrict with the MW of A. Falecettl gave the expl&na-

tion thit he hid nothing to do with the hiring of the men and that he was
simply crrrying out orders. On that date only ten or twelve fellows went down

to work in the mine, these being the ten or itwelve men whoe had been expelled
from Locnl 54. There wos no viclence ot the mine, zlthough some words might

bhave been passed,

"I also repcrted tc work on the following duy with s number of the
men from Locnl 54, On this dote ne cone went down into the mine and to the
test of my recollection, the Sheriff of Sangimon County was present snd re-
guested the ten cor twelve men who went down the previous duy to stay in the
cabin for their own protection.

D

"From thet dny on the men simply stoyed out ot the mine rendy to g
to work at any time the mnnagement would put them to worke. It was cbout this
time that we received word, more or less in the form of e, umor, that the
United Mine “orkers were going to try to put the mine in operetion with im-
ported strike breskers, principrlly from the Penbody Mines down on the Nidland
traek in Christinn County, which were all corgenized by the UMW of A. This
picketing continued up until the latter part of November when e Federal in-
junction wns cbtnined by Elshoff enjoining the men from coming on to the
property. I left the mine sbout the middle of Novemder cnd wns not present
when this 1n junction wrns served.

"I rgerll starting cut to Mine B on the morning of Junuary 4, 1938,
et whlch time there was another cttempted openings. I rode out with g’!

g Eowever, before we renched the mine some of the men coming bec

at the mine would not be put in operation, sc we returned to Spring-

fisld,
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INTERVIEL & "In 1938 I was elec ed & J_b,‘ of the Pit Commitiee,
together with g - el . and it
continued) was part of the duties of ny offlce o attend all meetings

looking forward to negotiations with a contrazct with Els-
hoff in the settlement of griewences. I remember going out to the mine with
and other members of the Pit Committse sometime in Februsry, 1938, and
concerning retroanctive pay for certzin of the men,
. , and possibly nthers who had contimued to work
% the mine on Mfy , « I lauter returned in the same month with
ené the Pit Committee at this time telking to Elshoff and Falcettl. As I ree-
ccll mwus more or less the spokesmen for our group s this would
naturelly be his job as Board Member. Elshoff and Falcetti were mpproached
relztive to the opening of the mine and recognition of the contract. To the
best of my recollection, Elshoff's answer wus that the mine wes shut down and

there was no business sc why sign & contract.

"In March of 1938 we received word that scme work wrs going on at
the nine ~nd that nu}es were beln- brou_ht up out 01 the mine. I went out to
the mine with § _ L T . wis slong. 48
we drove up Bl met us and nsked us w Lt We Were -clng outl there and if we
did not know that there was on injunction. We said that surely we could came
cut there on business. We went in to tnalk to Falecetti, stating that if there
wrs any work going on at the mine we were clniming it for members of Progressive
Locsl Noe. 54. I enn recxll seeing Frank 4ustin at the mine that drny. Falcett.
tcld us that there wrs no work going on et the mine rnnd thrit these nules were
tc be used by Frank fustin, and they were simply performing thrt work ns pay-
ment. There wezs tco be no remunerction for the work they were deing outside
of the frct thrnt they were to get to use the mules. We noted nt the time that
the f=n of the mine wus in operntion. We went into Springfield nnd reported
whrt we hed found tc

"I ean nlsc ree=ll going out to the mine at lenp’ o couple of times
after thot with members of the Pit Committee to discuss ﬂﬁe opzning of the
mine wnd signing & contrect with Elshoff. The rnswer wns always the same --
there is no business end the mine is shut down. I ¢nnnot recnll the exoct

: dztes of these conferences. My nffice wns necessarily tnken over by!
o ?11} the summer of 193% during nmy absence, ond I had n~thing to do with

£ grievinces and troubles arising at Mine B when it opened in the fall of
that yexr,

"a{th respect to the Mine A situction end the switch on the part of
employees of that mine from Progressive to UMW of 4, I can remember attending
at leﬁst one meet1~~ 1n the PMA Hall i Segggmber cf 1341, Several men, nemsly,

K ‘ e 7 ) in,  ereTOEECENE took the
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floor to make wvarious sddresses. In general their argu-
ment wos that if they did not join the UMW of A, Elshoff
would not open the mine. There was in fact a general
runcr that Elshoff had szid that kiine 4 would not be in
operation under the Progressives. On that night I z2lsc hesrd that there was
a fight on the floor of the Union and thet s one of those participat-
ing. The next meeting of this local was held In the Elks Club ot which time
it was my understanding thet they voted to go Ul of A.

"1 have reed this stutement which consists of seven poges, and to
the best of nmy knowledge it is the truth."

Miitnesseds

Specitl Agent F.B.1.
pecinl Agent, F.B.I.Y
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eppearea pringlie [ occh
furnish information of interest to this investigation. His
attitude is extremely cooperative end he is willing and anxious to testify
concerning 211 matters within his knowledge. In spite of the fact that he is
bitter toward LEVIS, EDIMUNDSON and JAMES becnuse of their dictatorial methods
and because of his expulsion from UMW, neveriheless, he appears to have
sufficient poise and intelligencs to testiiy in an impartisl manner. It is
anticipnted, of course, that an e¢ffort would be made to discredit his testimony
onn the ground of bias,

~ith referance t:H statemeont that he went to Mine "B"
September 27 and 28 and Dec cr s 1937, it is noted thot he has an
automobilc milcage diary which reflects his travel to Mine "B"™ on those dates.
This dizry 2lsc rcfleets travel to Mine "B' on January 4, 1938,

mcxecutod the following signed statement which is dated
September 7, » but vhich wos actually signed by him September &, 1943:

"Springficld, Illinois
September 7, 1543

"1, [N nakc the

following voluntary statemcnt to Special

dgents P it # i !of the Federal Burcau of Investi-
gation, ‘st ully that I cammo¥ be rcquired to make or sign any
statoment in connection with this matter,

Illinois. T wd,

until Movimber 28, 1942, I wos a momber of the United
Vine Torkers of Amcrics, except from 1917 to 1919 durinz_whiph time I
cmploycd 2s a miner, i g e e
i R T

T3S roT

»

The offices I hold throughout

fulfiiled the duties of Dustrict Roard Member.
this entire period werc eglective offices,
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"As District Board Member my duties were handling grievances
that arose between the members of the UMy and the manage-

mente Af the Aiffarent mines w1+'h-|ﬂ +he duriediection of

HiCliven Ui WMIIT Wde il Ulay HILALU W LR NS N T Y LI A

the Board Member; also, internal grievances that arose from
the application of the Constitution of tho United Mine Workers of America.
My duties alss included crgsnizing loomnl unions and installing officers of
whatever loca2l unions might be sct up by the United Mine Workers of Americe,

"During the Spring of 1937 over a period of several months I had
severzl conversations concerning ¥ine "B", a coal mine located near
Springfield, Illincis, with RAY EDMUNDSON, who was Fresident of Distriet 12,
U, EDUUMDSOYN stated during these conversations that he was very rmch
interestsd ir eliminzting thc Progrecsive ‘inmers of Amcrica at this mine
and in bringing the mincrs employed therc “nto the UMW, EDMUNDSON stated
thet if the memborship of Mine "B" could bc won over, the strength of the
Prozressive lincrs of Amcrica in the Springfield arco would collapse,
ED¥UNDSCY commentod that this was one of the largest locals the Progressives
had in the Springfield arca,

"During this pcriod of scveral months in the Spring of 1837,
EDMUDS2Y from timc to time intreoduccd me to various individuels at the
M7/ Hoadguarters in Springfield. He stated thesc men worked at Mine "B"
but wors intcrested in becoming members of UMV, I reesll the following
pErsnns as being among those introduced to mc by EDMUNDSON during this
poeriod: FALMNK AUSTIN, FETE CARTTR, DOYINIC FASQUALL =2nd PABTUALE's son,
'"COTTON! nT WNTAS, JAITS FALE, TONY PLOTCH, ANDRE™ SERLEVICUS, EMORY
JACA AY, CGICRRE JLCALY, and JCE ALBLFESE - olso known as SAlL CATALOKE.
iy conversations with thesc men during that pcriod reveeled that they were
attempting to induce other emrloyces of Ifinc "B"™ to desire affiliations with
the Utti. I do not know whother thoss men were being paid for their work om
bchalfl of UME st that time.

"I recall that my conversations with EDMUNDSON aLd also my contuzcts
with thesc rmen, 231l of which I have rcluted above, oeccurred prior to a
strike at Mine "B" on Moy 12, 1837. I also recall that during the several
months prior to this strike I frogquently saw CARL H, ELSHCFF et UM/ Head-
guart.rs and on numsrous occasions 1 saw him entcring or leaving RAY EDMUNLSON's
office,

"4 short time subsequent to the strike et Mine "B", EDMUNDSON
instructed me to attend a mecting with the men I have nentioned above,
which meeting was held in a vacant room next-door to Scotty's Tavern, which
w15 located 2t the corncr of 18th and Adams Streets in Springfield, I cannot
place the date of this mceting dofinitely but I know that it took place in
the Summer of 19837 and was not more than o fow weeks after the strike, As
nearly &5 I can recz2ll gll the men whom I have listed above sttended this
meeting, and CHARLES 'BOLIVG GREEN' BOLANNON, = Mine "B" employce was also
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present. 1 believe ;evural othar perions alse attendoﬁ 3
this meetlng but I_am*unable to reeall thelr ﬁamea”, e

“‘-;,",

FEDIMUNDSOX Imd 1nstruoted ms to'uscertain from these men
what could be done to obtain for G a mnjority ot the mén employed at Mine
"B", Accordingly, I took this matter up with’ theas men apd their proposition
was that if they were givon $10,000,00 they feélt donfident’ they would be mble
to swing & majority of the men to UM, Thay gtated they would have to spend
a good deal of money to work their way into the PMA wmembership. BOHANNON

was the principal spokesman for these men in presentlng this proprsition.

"In the presence of these men 1 +e’ephoned ‘o BAY EDMUNDSON and,
after I explained their proposition to him, he instructed me to turn it
down, commenting that he c¢ould buy the minc for $10,000.00. Accordingly,

I informed the men that their proposition was not satisfactory to EDMUNDSON.

"Duting the noxt few woeks I gaw various individuals meptioned
above around UM Feadquarters from time to time, but I had no further formal
discussion with them concerning the Mine "B" matter.

: \ -

"Near the end of July, 1937, I was instructed by EDMUNDSON to
instell the officers of a new UMN local which had been organized at Mine
"E", I Imd nothing to do with the orgeanization of this local and did not
know it had been organized until EDMUXDSOF instructed me to install the
officers. About 25 mombors ettended the meeting whon the officers were
instelled end I understopd thet all these members had been employed at
Pine "B" prior to the strike.

"On August 20, 1637, I signed a working agrecment for ¥ine “B"
with CARL H, TLSHOFF. This contract wes signed at OM7 Hoodquarters, I had
nothing to do with the preparation of this coptract and 1 ?erely gigned as

Foard lMembor at EDVUYDSON's instruction, ELSHOFF was therg pt the time the
contract was signed but I do not recall that we had any diBcussion con-
cerning putting the mine in oporation. Agunts : and ) have
displayed to me & photostatic copy of & contract dated at Uhicago, Illinois,
August 18, 1937, which oontract was signed by RAY EDMUNDSON and CARL H,
ELSFOFF. I wish to state that I have ncvor seen the original of this
contract and did not know of the existence of this contract until the
photostatlc copy was displayed to me by Special Asgents EH ;3% &

YPrior to the time the contract was gignod on August 20, 1837, I
had understood that ELSHOFF had applied for tembership in the Illinois Coal
Operetors Association, I do not rocall exactly how this in” -ation came
to ggﬂﬁ** I think pos ibly 1 was told bv ’

B,
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INTERVIER WITH "On September 20, 1937, I again signed a contract with .
% ELSEOFF concerning Mine "B". As I'recall this contract
continue “was also signed at UMY Bendquarters, I had no part in the
preparation of this contract and I merely signed as &

Board Mcmber at EDMUNDSON's instruction.  with reference to the purposs of
signing this sccond contract with ELSEOFF, it is my recollection that his
failure to beccme a member of the Illinois Coal Opsrators Association had
something to do with the necessity for sigrirg the second contrect,

"] wish to state that prior to the signing of the second contract
it became knovn that the Progressives had instituted some sort of
procesdings before the National Labor Relatlomns Board. 1 recall that I
signed certain documents in connection with this matter which were presented
tc mo for signaturo, but I had nothing to A. with preparing these documents
and I don't recnll tho technicmlities involved,

"At the time the szcond contract was signed nothing in particulaer
was said sbout operating the mins, However, it arpeared to be the genoral
understanding that the purpose n sizning the contract was to get a basis
for cormmencing operations.

"A fcw days aftcr September 20th, EDIIRIDSON left tovm but before
he . left he informed me it hod been docided to atienmpt to oporate the mine
under the UMy contract on September 27, 1937. He instructed me to take
the necessary steps to attoempt to place the mine in operation on that date,
Inasmuch 2s it was well known to both EDITUNDSON and myself that the UMy
local at Mine "B™ had not over 25 members, I assumed that he intended
for me to obtain a sufficient number of UMAN members from wherever they might
be obtainable in order to put the mine in operation. Accordingly, I nmade
arrangements to have between 75 and 100 min.rs sent to Springfield from the
sc-called '"Midland Track' mines, that is, Peabody Mines No. 7, No, 8 and
Wo. 9, which arc located in Christian County, Illincis. I §ad these men
report at UMY Headgquarters at about 2:00 A, ¥,, September 27th.

"Early on the morming of September 27th, ELSEOFF and his Superin-
tendent, OSCAR FALCETTI, came to UMW Eeadquarters to make sure that all
arrangemonts were complete before attempting to operate the mine, :hen
they saw this large group of men around the Eeadquarters, they scemed
surprised and asked what the men were doing thers. I told them that UMW
had a contract to operate the mine and I had simply brought in enough men
to fulfill UMV's end of the comtract., I also pointed out to him that it
was no 'Tea Party' to open a wmine which hed beon operated by a rival union,
EISUOFF then said he did not want these men to go out to the mine because .
‘there might bc trowle. Fe soid he simply wanted to start cleaning up the
mine with the fow men among his employces who belonged to the UMT with the -
hope that after thcse men went into the mine the others would gradually
sign up with M4V in order to be able to go to work. He said he thought
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that in this manner there would finally be enough of his
empleyses go over to UMW that the mine could be_operated
again. ELSHOFF then telephonically contacted RAY EDMUNDSOR,
who was in Chicago. I believe EDMUNDSON was staying at

the Morrison Fotel, He told EDMUNDSON he did not want any trouble to be
ceused by t-king these men out to the mine snld I then talked to EDMUNDSON ~

on the telephoce and he instructed me to tell the men to return to Christian
County without going to Mine "B™, -

Ei ITH

(continued

"hiecordingly, on the morning of Scptember 27, 1937, only about &
dozen UMY men, who wers formerly employces of Mine "B", went down into the
mine. Thesc were the men I had met at UMa Headguarters prior to the sirike on
May 12th., About 100 other employees of Wir: “B" werec congregated along the
Jacksonville Road anbout one-half miie from “he mire but, slthough the atmos-
phere was tense, there wns no violence and the men who went into the mine
to work were not molested.

"On the morning cf September 27th, 1 stayed in the mine office until
about 9:00 o'clock and it was erp.rent by that time that no further employces
intended to go down into the mine. Accordingly, I returned to UMW
Headquarters and reported to EDMUNDSON in Chicago that the attempted opening
vas a 'flop'. EDMUNDSON just passed the matter off by commenting that it
was simply thc type of thing which will happen once in a while.

"I don't rocall whethcor ELSHOFF blew the whistle for work next
day but I do reec2ll I went out to the mine the morning after. The handful
of men who had worked the previous day came out to the mine office but they
did not attempt to go to work. However, 1 think possibly FRANK AUSTIN
went below for the purpose of feeding the rmules, A considerable number of
¥ine "B" employces werc on the Jacksonville Road agein that morning and
belicve there were also about a dozen of them standing around on the mine
premises, apparently merely for the purpose-of wotching., There was no
violence that morning.

"During my conversations with FALCETTI and ELSHOFF at the mine office
on Scptember 27th and 28th, FALCETTI named over various employces whose names
I cannot recall whom he statod were men having prestige among the employces.
e indicatecd that if these leaders could be won over there was a good chance
that most of the men would then follow them into the UMy, However, no plans
concerning contacting these men were made, I might state that my conversa-
tions at this time with ELSHOFF and FALCETTI were not very comprehensive,
inasmuch o8 this entire matter hed been handled more or less as a private
deal betwesn ELSHOFF, FDMUNDSCON and TALTER J. JAMES, who was Secretary-
Treasurer of District 12, UMT. As I have indiceted beforo, these men did
not consult me,for advice on ths various steps invelved in this matter. -
They simply geve me routlne instructions whenever the occasion made this
NeCESSarys
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INTER 7 “Oﬁ O1ie OCCAS810N 10O Thn€ rdii 01 iodi, suvsSsguent Lo wal
attempted opening on September 27th, EDMUNDSON called me
eontinus and said he wented to see me at UMW Headquarters., When

I met him at UMA Headquarters he asked me to drive him
out to ELSHOFF's residence for 2 conference, At ELSEQOFF's residence we
started to talk about the question o gebtirg enough men to operete Mins "BV,
but shortly efter the conference started ELNUNDSON said he wanted to talk
to ELSEQFF in private and, accordingly, they left the room and held a
confidential conversation for about ten minutes. EDMUNDSOK then asked me
to drop him off at the Leland Botel. He did not inform me concerning the

detalls of his discussion with ELSHOFF.

"Subsequent to Scptember 27tk, I had nothing further %o do with
the ¥ine "BY matter aside from the incident ralated in the preceding
peragraph until the early part of December. However, during this period
I did occasionally see the men who were trying to convert the employces
of Yine "B" tc UMY and the reports of thess men indlcated they were not making
ruch hoadway. 1
"Two or threc doys prior to Decomber 13, 1937, EDMUNDSON told me
they viere going to try %o operate tho mine on December 13th to see how many
men would report for work, inasmuch as an injunction had gome into effeoct
removing thc PY¥A picket line, He asked me to go out Lo the mine on the

_______ Nenambnr 1Z+L 4o . 3
mornir ig of Decembor 13th to ses what hap‘pened. I went to the mine that

morning but only about a dozen men showed up for work and these were the

men whom I had met at UMY Hcadquarters prior to the striks on Vay 12th. There
was no one around to stop men from reporting for work and the small attendance
simply incdicated that the U4 drive to convert members had failed. After

this EDIUNDSON stated the U, would not participate in the clection which

was to be held by the Fational Labor Relations Beard on December 15th.
TDUNDSOY said that it was apparent that UMy would got very few votes. He

snid that he had ascertained that the Frogressive employces of Mine "B"
intended tec report at their Headguarters and voto in a body.

"I understood from indirect sources that after Decomber 15, 1937,
ELSEOFF and EDUMUNDSON had a big argument, I understood thet ELSIOFF told
EDFFUNDSON that if he could not make any better progress in broaking down the
Progressive loctl he would simply have to sign a contract with the Progressives
and opcrate with Frogressive porsonnel, 1T understood thet at this time
EDMUFDSON was angry about the matter. bacause he cleimed he had alrcady
throwvn away a good deal of wmoney in the ¥ine "B" metier and had nothing to
show for it. -However, I did not hcar any reports at that time as to whethor
EDMUNDSON and ELSTIOFF had come to any undorstanding congerning further
finaneial arrangcements. ’ '

i
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PRYTE: “ITH "On or sbout January 1, 1938, EDMUNDSON advised me it had
been decided to make another attempt to operate the mine
continue on January 4, 1938, UTe instructed me to go out to the

mine that morning and see what happened. I went to the
mine that morning and only Lhe usual group of about 12 men sered for work,
Howcv*r, in addition te this group thcre werc also presont e

anc < The other men brousht lunch buckets and work C
ns thoug ey intended to work, hut appear ed
business suits. At that time both of these men were empioyed at Peabody

Mine #59, but it was gencrally understood in Springficld that they werc on
the UMV -payroll, at lcast part of the tire, as field workers.
y did most of the talking with FI2.0¢T and FALCETTI “hat morning,.
S alked in an oftiziows manner and it was perfectly

evident tha cy were present as official reoresentatives of the UMW rather

than as cundidatcs for employmcnt at mine vork., To my knowledge, both
ELSHEOFF and FALCETTI had previously bren acquainted with i and

"I simply reportod to EDMITEON that only about a dozen men appeared
for work the morning of January 4+th and he gave me no further instructions
concerning iine "B™ at that time, Ho did not disclose to me what his plans
were conccerning this situation.

"I hzd nothing further to do with the Mine "B™ metter, This mine
opcnud up in the Fall of 193% on an open shop basis but EDMUNDSON specifically
instructed mc %c stay out of the matter, inasmuch as it would be handled by
‘the office'. By this he meant tlet it would be handled by himself, and

WALTER J. Jm.&"S

"Somctime duringz the

i ' District l', v, bad advancca | a Iargs sum af
“money. I do not recall definitely the figure he stated but it is my
impression that the amount he stz2tcd was $400,000.00. e said ELSHOFF had
been paid $3,000,00 per month for keeping his mincs down for the Summer months
and $5,0GO_OC during the Jintcr months. He also told me that bscause of
the moncy paid to FLSHOFF, the International had authorized District 12 to
rotain in its own treasury both the regular International ssscssment and all
special International assessments which otherwise would have been paid
intc the Intsrnational treasury.
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INTERVIEW WITII

Econtinueds

_ o " _ _ T ter
proke in the Post-Dispatch, EDMJFDSON was guoted in a2 later article
as stating the matter had the spprovael of the TDistrict 12 membership. JAMES
was quoted as admitting the payments to ELSEOFF were in the form of = loan.

this story

ILSHOFF was quoted as admitting
it was a loan

receipt of the monev but as denying that

"Thereafter, RAY TDMINIDSOY and TALTER J. JAWES charged me with
vislation of Eaetion 3, Article 21 ol the Intermational Constitution.

"On the night of Yovembor 19, 1942, I attended & meceting of UMW
Local 906 which covers the membershin at Feabody Mine #59%. This meeting
was held on the 7th floor of UM7 Headgquarters, EDMUNDSCON and JANES were
prescnt. 4 large delegation from 'fine "B" was present at this mecting.
ED¥UNDSOY tock the floor and condemned the Internal Revenue service for
starting an investigation of thc mattcer and he even stated he was going to
start a law suit against the Government. 1ie also stated he was going to demand
o congressionsl investigation of the affair. JAMES took the floor and sajid the
purpose of thy payments was to put l7ine "B" in operation under the banner of
U¥, Iec said it had been 2 zood investment. He pointed out that ss 2 result
of the payments, UMy had zequircd in the neighborhood of 500 ncw members and
he szaid thzt 2lrezdy the duss and asscssments from thesc new membors amounted
to o sizeable figure. I belicve he said that over 480,000,00 had been
reccived from these now members, WYeither he nor EDMUMDSQN szid anything
to indieate they wire locking to ELSIOFF for payment and neither of them mede
any cormrmt whotever concorning ELSHOFF's ability to repay. Fowevor, they
did rcfer to thesc payments as a loan,

"On the following day, Yovember 20, 1942, I was suspended from UMG
for six months and barrcd from holding office for two ycars,

"I wish to z2dd that in ths carly Fall of 1332 I was present in a
roon in the Leland Fotel in Springficzld wherc ELSIDFF and JOHM L, LEUIS werc
also present, At this time ELSHOFF personally assured LEWIS that he would

= 430 ~



Re: JOHY L. IEWIS, ET AL

b7¢  bap

INTERVIE. WITE  necver sign 2 contract with the Frogressives, However,
as nearly as ] can recall ELSHOFF did sign a contract with
(continusd) the Progressives a few hours after this meeting.

"I have rcad the feregeing statement, consisting of thirteen type-
written pagaes, end I acknewlcips that the information sct forth herein is
Dug g

¢zrrect to the host of my recollecticon.
Y -
(signed)

® ITYZSSE
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Upon the telephonic reguest of Special Agent —

# Mr. 7 LLIAM M. RYAN, the formor owner o
in ", Springfield, Illinois, came tec the Soringfield

Crffice., At this ti L N wos approached by Special Agent—
and Specizl agont relative to a signod statement regarding
his conversations with in the eerly part of 1557 a2d the complete
details of th: szle of Mine A", Mr, RYAN flatly refuscd to execute a
signed statement unless he consulted his attorms,. He said that he was
%illing to testify in the instant trial and thet he would be glad to confer
with those handling the prosccution before taking the witness stand,

REIVTERVIET WITH
ILLIAM . RYAY

¥r, RYAY was Interrogated in minvte detmil relative to this
conversation with EDMNDSZY in 1827 in an effort to get the exact words
or their essonce, It appears that EDMITRDSCN did not reacl the point where
he mede a definite propreition to RYAN to close down his mine in order that
the United !Mine Vorkcrs could organize it. TNeither was any offer made to
RYAN to subsidize him in ecase any financial losses were sustained and the
mine had to be shut dovm:. To the best of his recollection, Mr. RYAN stated
that EDMUNDSON called him in tha oxrly part of 1937 approximately three
months beforce Mine "B"™ actually closed down, requesting him to come down
to the United Minc Workers!' office,

Mr. RYAN stated that he compliicd with this telesphonic request and
in the initial part of tho convirsation with EDMUKDSON thorc was & general
discussion about thc weather and othcr non-controversial issues. EDMUNDSON
at length asked RYAN what he thought of the United ine Workers =nd the
Progrcssive Mine Torkers, ¥Mr, RYAN stated he scnsed o proposition was in
the offing and in order to forestall this he definitcly statcd his position,
saying: I do not see any difference betwecen cither one. They have the
szme controets, the same grievance procedwre and the operator expsricnces
the same grief with both.' RYAY stnuted that he vas already treating with
one union and did not sec why he should consider any other. FHe told
ECMUNDSON that if he should commit himself in that fashion, by and by these
two unions would go back togethcr, compars notes and then they would really
put the pressure on him, EDIUIDSON then asked RYAN how he thought GEORGE
SOLOMOY of the Panther Creek Mines, Inc., would fecl zbout the United Mine
“orkers and Progressive Mine Workers., Fe also asked RYAN the same question
concerning CARL 6. ELSEOFF. r. RYAY adviscd that he told EDMUNDSCON that
he did not know how either of these two men felt about that question and
if EDNUNDSON wanted to know he would have to see ELSHOFF or SOLOMON,

In ¥r. RYAN's explanation of the conversation, he advised that
due to their background in the mining industry and labor relations, a great
dcal was understood between them without the amctual expression in words.
RYAY wes certain that he was being approzched by EDMUNDSON in order to
moke & deal with the United YMine Workers. ¥Howevor, it is difficult for
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REINTERVIET TITE ¥r. RYAN to understand why, in the event he is called

WILLIAY M. RYAN to tostify, his conclusicns as to the unspoken effort
(continued) on the part of EDMUNDSON could not be introduced in
evidencc.

It is anticipated in case ¥r, RYAN is called to testify that some
gifficulty mey arise in this situation and with respect to iir. RYAN's
attempting to stzte his conclusions and infercncrs from his conversation
with EDMUNDSON,

¥r. RYall advised thzt he expected to go to Califernia within
the ncar future and in the evint he did, he would notify the Springfield
Office of his address, H:o cxpectcd to go to Los Angeles and advised he
gencrally stayed at the Biltmorce Fotel. '

The investigative notes which were taken by Special Agent—
during the intirvicw zre being rotained in the files of this office.

Tith respoet to the detzils of the sale of ¥ine "A", thc narrative
of thess cvents, zs set forth in th. investigative report of this office
dated Septembor 4, 1943, was reviewed witn Nr, RYAN ané he ststed that this
wis correct.
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REIFTERVIEW WITEH Mr, ROBERT C. SOLOMOY, President of Panther Creek

ROBERT C. SOLOMON  Coal Mines, Ing,, after some reflection, advised L
Special Agent chnt he bad called
for the facts concerning the attempted purchase o e Panther Craek Coal

Mines by CARL E. ELSHOFF ard desired to soe Special Agent _ C
arain, .

Mr. SOLOMOY from his attitude and cooneratitn is well disposed
toward this investigation and is willing to test.fy. He advised that he got
along very well with ELSHOFF from 1932 up until the time that he became
involved with JOHN L. LEWIS in 1927. CZince that time, however, ¥r. SOLOMON
has cxperienced considerable difffaulty i~ dealing with ELSHOFT and as
heard that ELSEOFF blamcs him for the success of the organizational efforts
of the Progreossive Nine Workers of Ame~ica in the Springfield area.

J_

was I'ElnI;GI"VlCWGG and the IO.L.i.OWlng statemen TV"E.E

VT e

¥r. SOLCNMOT w
submiticd by him:

"Springfield, Illinois
September 9, 1943

"STATE ENT OF ROBERT C, SCLOMOr, PRESIDENT OF TEZ PANTHER CREEE COAL VINES, INC.

#

s Fresident of the Panther Creek Coal Mines, Inc., J recall the

o1 Fomd e =t cm and AAmooamandiane -.-.'Iod—-!“n o s J-{—m-“d-n'l
LtV E, circumstances and COnVErSaTi0oNns rel&tlive vo tvhod &Uv chipoou

of these properties by CARL E, ELSHOFF of Springfield, I1llinois,
he years of 1541 and 1542: : j

& o

"It is my understonding that the original approach to purchase
these properties was made by ''r. HARRY ALLEN, representative of the Alton
Railroad Co., to Mr, HARRY }ORGAN, Seccretary-Treasurer of the Fanther Creek
Co, during the summer of 1541, It wes these two gentlomen who eventually
brought I'r, CARL H. ELSECFF into the picture &s & possible purchaser. 1In

the oarly stages of these negotiations they were carried on more or lass
secretly w1th r. MORGAN. However, due to Mr. HORGA¥'s ill health he was
nct 2blec to continue actively in the business, and these parties wors eventu-

ally forced to come to me. -

"I had several tclephonic conversations with ELSHOFF concerning the
possible purchase of the Panther Creek Yines, and eventually I tcld him that
if he werc actually intcrested that we should sit down and go inte the
dctails in a serious and business like manner. Conscquently, a conference
was arranged on Junc 11, 1942, which was attendod by myself, my attorneys,
kr. CLAYTON J. BARE'R and L. G. FLFF.RLE, and CARL E. FLSHOFF.

.- 434 -



Rc: JOEN L. LEWIS, ET AL

-

L TATMTY Y W'FTH _________ [ R T . Al wmmem o

REIVTERVIEN uur.xug that COIll €Trence varlous yrupuuxu;u..m WOl ©
POBRERT C, SCLOMON formulated, one of them being that possibly ELSECFF
(continued) , could purchase the capital stock of the Panther Creek
¥ines, Inc., and thus gain coptrol of the corporation.
TLSEOFF did not entertain such = proposal as this, inssmuch as the corporate
sct-up of the Panther Crcek Mines would remain intact, end os such it would
still rctain its obligations including lebor contracts, which at that time
and &t prcscnt are with the Progressive Mine Workers of America, It was
then proposcd ‘that ELSHOFT lease the propertios( This was discussed more

-~ P o bt Lo veAawmen s L 1Vl - ey
Qor J.Lb‘n:; ub J..bllgb[l' ﬂ-I.lU .Lh ¥iis LA h[lt—-b iﬂ.LI.U fo UPUHJ-U.I.ULL Dhuu}-d b\-ﬂ dra“u

up in & letter of some sort, ELSHOFF stated that before etcepting any proposal
hc would have to consult his people im Viashington. Mr, BARBER then kidded
ELSEOFF to somc extent stating that he prababe meant that h= sould have to

go to sce the man with the ‘big bushy cycirows', ELSHOFF did not respond
cither nczatively or affirmetively to this statement of Mr., PARBZR's but

sort of smiled when it wes passed. g

"During this iasterview TLSHOFF made it plain that he wished to gain
control of the entire propertlics, aad that in the-event he did so hc would
change the name of thc corporution,. T >

"2s the result of this conforcnce a letter wasg drawn up which is
dated June 11, 1942, addressed to ¥r, ELSIOFF and beginning:

M1 This is to confirm our discussion this morning, wherein it was
indicated that Panthoer Creek Mines, Inc. is willing to lcase to you all
of its coal mining properties, with the option to purchasec or to renew,

T 1 4—k —
211 on ¢ following basis.! .

"I am not advised as to vhether or not definitely FLSFOFF did go
to Washington, D. C. to consult with JOHN L, LEWIS. Howevcr, I have received
information from various sourccs that trips were mede to fashlngton possibly
with lr, WHARRY ALLEN,

"0n July 6, 1542, ELSHOTF by lettcr answered our proposal of

June 11, 1942, stating that the proposition which was outlined is not L
satisfactory, und 'we decline to accopt it in its form!. TLSHOFF indieatod
in Fis letter that he desircd to discuss the mattor further, and to possibly

make & counter proposal, Howcver, instoad of doing this these parties,
particularly ALLEN and CARROLL, nttomrted to apply pressure in order to
force a transfer of the propertics through officials of the Marine Bank

of Springfield, ALLEN and CARROLL intimmted that if the mines were not open,
particularly the Auburm, they, mcaning the Alton Railroad, would have to

cut down on orders, I statod that I was unable to finance an opening of

the Auburn ¥ine, but was willing to sell or lease it at the right terms,
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Re: JOIN L, LEWIS, ET AL ) _ .

REINTERVIES WITE end gave them an oral proposition based on the one made
ROBERT C. SOLOMON June 11, 1942, in 2 modified form. They seemed to think
{continued) this was all right, However, this apparently did not meet
with the approval of ELSEOFF for no further negotiations
were actually made, :

"n his letter dated October 30, 1942, ®LSHOFF agein indicated an

" interest in the purchase of the Auburn Mine at &Suburn, Illinois, He proposed
to purchase this mine by paying royalty of 10¢ per ton for a glven period of
time, In this manner he would obtain complete title to all property. This
wes the last that I heard of this matter.

Y

"Read above -
and to best of my
rceollection is
correct.

R.C.5."(signed)
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL. _ ‘ e
INTERVIEW WITH on Sept.e ber 4, 1943 Special Agents & b"} <
L. G. PEFFERLE, —anc“ interviewed L. G. A
Attorney, Reisch Building, Springfield, Illinois, concerning information
furnished by RuUBERT C. SOLOIAN, recorded in report of reference. Mr.
PEFFRRLE confirmed that he represented SOLOME in connection with
negotiations between SCLOWMN and ELSHOFF. In these negotiations CLATTON J.
BARBER was also present. Wr. PEFFERLE advised that at no time during these
negotiaticns, which concermied the possible purchase of Panther Creek mine
properties by ELSHCFF from SOLOMN, did ELSHOFF ever mention where the

- morey for this purchase would come from. I{ was the opinion of PEFFERLE
that ELSHOFF or the Mine "B" Coal Company would not have sufficient funds
to enter into any negotiation as large as the one under discussion,
SOLOMON and PEFFLRLY were discussiug a suvm of approximately ooo 000,

while ELSHOFF was discussing a sum of approx1nately'$AOC 000, Durlng
tnhese discussiors at d;fAerent times ELSHUFr said to PEFFERLE that he

P | RN ] o PLERTRI T o nd o i d s e P AR e |
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ELSHOFF as to who his people or financial backers might be. "I more
more or less assumed that it would be either District 12, United Mine -
Workers or the International Urited lfine “jorkers, or JOHN L. LEWIS, but
of course my assumption was tased upon common gossip and upeon matters
incidental to the negotiation.” .

PEFFERLE said that at no time during the negotiations in con-
nection with the Panther Creek properties did RAY ED UNDS(N gr JONN L.

TIITE svror mnantaorcrt him Ar +n hico bﬂn‘tﬂ‘.‘l cuqn_‘: arny ~f the mnavbiog 1nvh1vnﬂ
Il ¥ At WVl LUllvaAL v LD Wi WS L L W LIS L&& Ly WMidle pAGd Wb LA FAAL VAW

"During the negotiations it appeared to me that ELSHOFF would not be
able to secure sufficient money to purchase the Panther Creek properties
at our figure of about $900,000.: Because of this fact and because of
the desire onm our part to save money in connection with the payment

of income tax, not only for ovurselves, but also peinting out it would
save money in connection with income tax for ZLSHOFF, we suggested that
a lease arrangement might be worked out. This lease arrangement would
provide for a certain yearly payment on the lease over a period of ten
vears, and if the lessee decided to purchase then the payments of annual

Jv'u-‘..r., ———————————————————— Ha SR

lease rent would apply on the pr1nc1pal I felt that this was a rather
attractive offer and sirce ELSI0SF did not accept the offer and from
his general demcaror and attitude at the time, it is my opinion that

he really did not want to personally buy the Panthcr Creek properties
at all.," ELSHOFF apparently objected to the lease proposition be-
cause it might give rise to vhat ELSHOFF felt was a bad feature, namely
that if ELSHOFF secured the property on lease that might leave ihe
Progressive Mine Workers of America some claim to job rights umder
their exasting contracts. The Panther Creek mines were Progressive
Mine Viorker mines at the time, ELSHOFF stated that it would have to

be an exceptionally clean-cut proprosition, apparently referring to com-
plete severing of all rights, ircluding ‘those of labor.
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL, - S b

INTERVIEW #ITH Mr. PEFFERLE stated that the feeling pervading in

L. G. P_FFERLE. the negotiations was that the successful outcome of these
. {Continued) negotiations would mean the end of the frogressive Mine
sorkers of America in the mine. Nothing was mentioned by any of the parties

rs a
directly on this point howevar,,

PEFFERLE pointed out to Agents that EDMND BURKE, attorney from -
the firm of Gillespie, durke and Gillespie, Reisch Building, Springfield,
Illinois, first became attorney for JOHN L. LEWIS in about 1929 or 1930
during the time that injunction proceedings were initiated against LEJVIS
by the officers of District 12, United ifine Workers. Since that time and
up to date EDWUND BURKE has remained attorney for JOMN L. LEVIS. PEFFERLE ‘
beliaves that BURKE is retaincd by LEWIS for a fee of approximately {50.00
per month, plus additicral costs when particular matters arise, and that
is services arc paid from the International United Mine Workers. His
reason for believing that 3URKE'S retainer fe¢ and other fees are paid
from the Intcrnational is that BURKZE represented RAY EDIANDSA! in connection
with a murder chargc as a result of a shooting in Springfield, Illinois -
on an Easter Sunday about eight or ninc years ago. At that time RAY
LDV TSN told PEFFERLE that none of BURKE's attorney fecs in connection
vith the defense of RAY IDINDSON showod on the books of District 12 or .
Local #50, but rather were all taken care of through the inturnational wnion. -

PEFFERLE also stated that one E. 5. PERRY, manager of the lcland Hotel,
Springfield, purchascd his cozl for tiwe Leland Hotel from ELSHOFF prier to
1932 vhen ELSHOFF was operating a United Mime Workers mine. After
rELSHOFF 's minc became a Progressive Mine Workers mine PERRY, apparently
desiring to retain the business of the United Mine workers officials for
tis hotel, and which apparently he considered lucrative, discontinued pur-
chasiig ceal from ELSJOFF and besan purchasing coal from Peabody Coal
Cowrpany, which was a United Mine ‘Jorksrs operated mine. Thercafter
PoFFERLE stated that JORN L. LUWIS made a long distance call to PLRRY,
asking him why he had stopped buying coal from ELSHOFF and requesting
him to apain buy coal from ELSHOFF. PERRY?!s reply to LEWIS allcgedly
was that since ELSHOFF's mine was no lorger a United Mine Workers mine,
he had purposcly switched coal companies in order to favor United Mine
Workers with his business. PLFFIRLE is unable to state the source of
this information, other than to say that it was a story which came to him
from various people in the coal industry, the veracity of which he has
no doubt,
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL, ) ’ g : ' -
DN TERVIEW WITH On September 8, 1943, in Viex of additiopal infor- ‘
L. G, PREFFERLE. mation furnished bjy‘ CLAYT(N J. BARBER, and in view of
(Continued) the fact that he stated he had talked with PEFFZRLE in

: an attempt to refresh their minds correctly on the matter, Special Agent'
b e re-interviewed Mr. PEFFERLE,

In addition to the information already reported, Mr. PEFFERLE
= after examining a copy of a letter addressed June 11, 1942 to CARL H. -
ST ' LLSHOFF and containing the offer by the Panther Creek Mine Company to make
T ' a lease to EISHOFF; rccalled that this was one of the main mestinos of

dul LU Luiapl 0T awaadl e LIlau WIS Wiz e valin

the parties in connectlon with ELSHOFF 's negotiations for Panther {reek.
He recalled several other meetings before this meeting, the exact number,
time and place of which he could not recall. He did remember one in-
stance, however, previous to the meeting on June 11, 1942, when he met
ELSHurr at RISHUFF's office, at which time ELSHOFF exhibited a large pile
of photostatic copies of information pertainirg to an appraisal which the
Panther Creek Mines had had made. The Panther Creek Mine had previously
contemplatad attempting to secure a loan from Reconstruction Finance s
Corporation and for this reason had had the appraisal made. FLSHOFF

had wndoubtedly secured photostatic copies of the appraisal from the Re- -
construction Finance Corporation and in this connection claimed that the
Panther Creek people had to Some extent misrepresented Panther Creek

¥ines.

Mr. PLFFERLE recalled that the main meeting, at which an offer ef
lease was nade, took place in the foremoon in the office of CLAYTON J.
BaRB'R, attorney for the Panther Creek Mine Company. Present were Mr.
ROBERT SOLOM®, Presidert of Panther Creek fines, Mr. BARBER, rcpresent-
irg Panther Creek MMineg Mr, PEFFIRLE, who represcnted the Panther Creek
Hines in connection with compensation ¢laims, and Mr. CARL ELSHOFF. Mr.
PEFFERLE recalled that the suzpgestion was rade that CARL ELSHOFF sccure
cortrol of Panther Creek Mines by purchasing the capital stock. He
would thus eobtain all the assets and liahilities and contracts of Panth

LNe A83eL8 and 1i1abilliLwles anc conuvracts o1 ran &

Creek Mine. ELSHOFF statzd that he was not intercested in purchasing the
capital stock because all rights of the corporate ehtity and all contracts
of it would be included and he would be tied up with a contract with

the PMA Union.

' hal
L

Mr. PEFFERLE furthor recallced in addition to the information set
out above, that ZLSJOFF statod that the lease proposition would carry
with it the labor contracts and that ¥I dont't want those.® ELSHOFF
wanted to buy only the physical property. On June 11, 1942, ELSHOFF
also stated, to the best of PEFFFRLE's recollection, "I've got to have
it in WTltllg to take to my people in Vashington." Here he meant the
proposition or offer of Panther Croek Wines, ,
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL.

INTERVIEW VITH PEFFERLE stated that it was his understanding that -

L. G. PEFFZRLE. the “people in Washington" wag JOHN L. LEWIS, but
(Yortinued) BEISHOFF did not say so.

Durirg the corversation Attorney BARBER, according to PEFFERLE,
kidded ELSHECFF about the "man with the heavy eysbrows", as being the ,
financigl backer of the purchase. To this ELSHOFF never admitted or denied
B el anything, FPEFFERLE stated that the original discussions, considerations
e were for all Panther Creek mine properties, but that they also talked about
o Pantiher Creek Auburn Mine No, 1.

Mr. PSFFERLE was unable to recall any statement at any later
meetings with E1SA0FF wiherein ELSADFF said that his people in Washington
twned the proposition down. He said that at one time during the con-
ferernce on June 11, 1942, when the price ouestion was being discussed
that it was his (PEFFZRLE's) information that the wmoney was available
to which ELSHOFF replied that e could get the money.
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Re: JOWN L. LEWIS, ET AL.

INTERVIBW WITH  special igent U interviewed CL.YTON H.
CLAYTHN J. BAREER. BnRBER, attorney, 10th Floor, First National Bank

Buiiding, Springfield, Illinois, on September 7, 1943. Mr. BARBER ad-
vised that he has been attorney for the Panther Creek Coal Company over
a long peraod of time; that in this eepzxity he knew of negotiations-be-
tween the Panther Creek Mines and CaRL H. ELSHOFF, which began, to the
best of his recollection, sometime during Mey of 1942. He stated that on
June 11, 1942 a meeting was held in his office betwsen ROBERT SOLOMN,
President of the Panther Creek Mines, PEFFERLE, another attorney for
Panther Creek Mines, CARL Hd. ELSHOFF and himself. He refreshed his re-
collection in comnection with this date by a copy of a letter addressed
to CARL H. ELSHO¥F, dated June 11, 1942, and beginning, "This is to
confirm our discussion this morning, wherein it was indicated that Panther
Creek Yines, Inc., is willing to lease to you all of its coal mining
properties M,

During the conversation Mr, BARBER recalled that when the pro-
position was made to ELSHOFF he stated, to the best of BARBER's re- ,
collecticn, "I will have to go to Wishington to see my people about it,"
that as a matter of fact the offer to ELSHOFF was written at ELSHOFF's
request as ELSHOFF stated that he wanted a sales talk "for Washington®,
Mr. BARBER stated that dwing the corference he kidded ELSHOFF about ~
"the man with the big eyetYows", as being the real purchaser. ELSHOFF
reither admitted nor denied this and at no time during the cornference
did ELSHOFF actually indicate who would fumish the money. Mr. BARBER
understood from ELSHOFF's financial status that ELSHOFF would not be
able to finance the deal himself. During the conversation it was sug-
gested that ELSHOFF obtain control of Panther Creek Mines by purchasing
the capital stock .ELSHOFF stated that he was not interested in this
because to obtain cortrol of the company in that manner would retain
the name, identity, assets, liabilities and contracts of the corporation
and XLSA0FF plainly stated that he did not desire to take over the'PMA
labor coritract of the Panther Cresk Mines, Inc.

In connection with the proposition_a document entitled "Savings
to Lessee as Compared with an Immediate Purchase" was prepared in Mr.
BARBER's office. This was at the request of ELSHOFF and was to be
part of his sales talk for his people in Washington., Mr. BaRBER's file
in this connection reveals the original and a copy of this document so
that he is unable to state whether the irformation contained therein was
ever furnished to CaRL ILLSHOFF. The information which is contained in
this document is anformation showirg a savings to the lessee by entering
into the proposed lease agreement previously mentioned and copies of which
have been furnished to this office by ROBERT SOLOMN, -

.
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Re: JOHN L, LzZWIS, LT AL,

INTERVIEW wiITH ) Mr. BARBER states that ihereafter he received

CLAYTOR J, BARBER.  a signed copy of a letter dated July 6, 1943, ad-

(Continued) dressed to RUBERT C. SOLG@MN, President, Panther

Creek Mines, Inc., and signed by CARL H. ELSHUFF. This letter, on the
letterhead of Mine B Coal Cumpany, states that the agreement suggested is

not satisfactory. Mr. BaRZZR calls attenticn to the editorial "we® used

in the letter, nanely,

"ie decline to accept it #¥#%, I am still interested.
% First we hope in a discussion sem?
¥r. BaRECR states that 1. ELSHOFF at no time ever mentioned who was
actually meant by the "we" used in the letter, A copy of this letter
is retzined in Mr. BiARBZR's files. . T
Mr. BsRBRER pointcd out that ELSHOFF purchased his home on the
correr of Bates and South Grand Avenue in cash; that after he purchased
this home he stationed armed in the alley in the rear of his home.

Mr. BARBER stated that shortly after the negotiations for Panther
Creek Yine fell through an injunction was brought by the Wage and Hour
Iivision of the Department of Labor in the Federal District Court at
Springfield, Illinois. Mr. BiRBEK advised that the legal method of bring-
i.g this injunction by the sage and 'Jour Division was exbremely unusual
and he believes is the only type of case of its kind in the country. He
pointed out that it was brought by the ‘vage and Hour Division without

that division talking over the matter with the company or its attormeys.
The company was never able to find out what complainant brought the matter
to the attertion of the “.age and Hour Division and the company had never
received any complaints in connection with this Wage and Hour matter

from its employees, He felt that this complaint originated with JOHN L.
LEWIS or the UMy for the purpose of causing financial embarrassment to
Panther Creek Mines, Inc., thus perhaps forcing a sale, knowing that Panther
Creek ;ines at the time was indebted ir. the sum of approximately %400,000.
The title in Federal District Court in Springfield for this matter was
heard under Civil Docket #191, PHILIP B, FLZMING, Administrator of the
“.age and Hour Division, United States Department of Labor. IRVING J.
LEVY, ~LFX BELSON and HERMaM GRWXT of 222 west Korth Bank Drive, Chicago,
T1linois, represented the Department of Labor. The complaint was filed
LFovember 6, 1941 and was dismissed July 1, 1942.
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL. !

INTERVIEW ifITH Mr. BaRBER recalled that one JOHN CARROLL,
CLAYTON J. BaRBER. General Freight 4igent for the B & 0 and Alton
(Bontinued) Railroad in Chicago, Illinois, was intersted

in this negotiation for the purchase of Panther Creek Mine, probably in
order that these railroads might secure additionzl business,



Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL

! '_,;

INTERVIEW WITH  Mr. FRED SCHAEFFER, who is Secretﬁry of the Coal Producert Ts
} FRED SCHAEFFER Assoeiation of Illinois located at Pa 1Yinois, was :
@l ' interviewed by Special Agent CHEE
Springfield Office relative to the membership of C2 in the
Mine "B" Coal Company during the years that this company was denling with
the Frogressive Miners of America as a labor organization. It should be .
‘noted that the Coal Producers Association is composed of orficlals of
operating mines who are organized by the Progr9331ves.

7

Mr., SCHAEFFER produced his file on CARL ELSHOFF, which reflected
that ELSECFF became & membar of the Coal Producers Association in the Fall
of 1932 ard was considered a member until August, 1935. During this entire
period, numerous letters were written to ELSEOFF requesiing him to pay his
dues to the association. It was noted that he was delingquent on several
occasions and et the time when he wes dropped.from the agsociation he had
not paid dues for February, Yarch, April, May, June and July of 1936,
¥r., SCRAEFFIR advised that, according to the rules of this organiration,
any mewber could be dropped from the sssociation if he was delincuent in
his dues for two months or more. Upon the evidence obtained in the file, *
'r. SCHAWFFER stated that ELSHOFF was dropped because of his delinqusncy
"in dues payments. He hed no information relative to ELSHOFF and his
ceasing to be & momber of the associmtion which would be pertinent to this
CESE,

Mr. SCEAEFFER stated that for a number of years he was on the

Beoard of the I1linois Coal Operators Asscociation, which deals with the
United ¥ine Torkers of America., FEe advised that any operator could beeome
a member of this association through formal application after it had been
approved by the board of the Operators Association. A preregquisite for
membership was not that the individual operator's mine should be absolutely
free of mny labor troubls at the time of the application, Admission to
membership rested solely with the Board, who simply decided whether or not.
the operator was reliable and would meet his obligations as a member of the
association, Wr. SCHAEFFIR had no information as to whother or not ELSHOFF
anplied for membership in the Coal Cperators Association or, if so, why he

was refuscd, -
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Re: JOMN L. LEWIS, ET aL. - ' .

INTERVIEW WITH JOHN W. HINDMARSH was interviewed at his residence
JOHN W. HINDMARSH. in Riverton, Illinois, on September 5, 1943, by Special

Ager;ts— andm Mr. HINDMARSH is presently CIO
representative 1n the Springlie 1strict of Yllinois, He travels ex-
tensively and can best be located through Wr. FULLERTN FULT(N of the CIO
Regional Office in Chicago, Illinois. ,

M¥r. HI¥DILRSH was active in the Ul organization up mtﬂ. 1930 or
1931, when he became inactive, and as a mtter of fact let his membership
lapse because of extremely poor health. He did not again engage in union
activity of any kind until about October 1940, when he applied to RaY
TDIANDSN and had his merbership reinstated, Thereafter for five weeks
he worked for UMV as an organizer in small, independent mines around
Springfield, commonly known as Wirucking" mines. During this time he
expressed himself strongly against JOR! L. LIWIS' failure to come out
in support of President ROOSEVELT prior to the national election. A4s a
result of this HINDiLRSI was advised by District 12 that his application
for the renewal of his membership had been disapproved, notwithstanding the
fact that he had already been on the payroll for some five weeks and had a
certificatc from the wnion as a paid organizer,

In view of HINDM.RSH's inactivity in connection with union matters
during the pertinent period he was unable to furnish any probative infor-
mation, other than the signed statement hereinafter quoted, .45 a matter
¢f record, MR. HINDM.RSH makes a good appearance, is forceful and it is
believed that he would make a better than average witness. He is very
cooperative in connection with instant matter.

"September 5, 1943

‘ oy 100N . Hindmarsh, make the following voluntary statement
b‘? < to S . . and m, whom I know to be Spocial ,.gents
of the Fe' era eau o 1gation.

"Some timc during January 1941 I wont to The Hine '3' Coal Co.
o for the purpose of attempting to sccure a job for a good friend of
P mine. .t the mine I saw Oscar Falcetti arid asked him if -he could
5 give my friend, whom Falcetti conceeded would be & good miner, a Job.
Falcetti said confldentlallj 1Jack, it is not all together up to me.
The other party has to be consulted,! '—

"Falcetti did not say who the other party was but Japderstood
he meant officials of U.M.W. of A, I later went to sccp % 3
of the U.M.w. of a. and asked him for a job for my friend.
answered that he could not do anything about it then.




Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL.

. Ll

TN TERVIEW WITH "Just previous to this time I had been employed -
JOHN W. HINDMARSH. by Distract 12 U.M.W, of A_in .organizational work,
(Continued). Ray Edmundson signing the certlficate s representa—

tive of Nistrict 12, U.M.W. In a meeting with Xdmundson I requested that men
who might be thrown out of employment at the mines T was engaged in organiz~
ing, through their activities for the wnion, would be given transfer cards

e eov That +hewy reanntAd ha ams asgad maTioe A as Hha ----n-\ edi bt AF TT W
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. of A. This mar. was one of several that were thrown out of employment be-
B cause of their activities in assisting in organizing a mine.

oo "The above statement consisting of two pages in the handwriting
of : is true and correct tpo the best of my knowladge and belief.
o 7Y b "Signed JOHN W. HINDIARSH
7 "Witnessed '

Spec1a ;.gents
Federal Bureau of Investlgatlon, Springfield, T11."




Re: JOMN L. LEWIS, ET AL,

STATUS OF MINE “A" LTASE Spec Agentspnd
4L7'77<:f _ _ ersonally, and with the assistance of

the Clerk of the Recorder's Jffice, Sangamon Cownty Bwilding, Springfield,
Illincis, checked the records of that office for the purpose of locating the
transfer of tac lease hold estate from the Hine YA"™ Coal Company, owned:

by WILLIAM RYAN to the !4ine "B" Coal Company and CARL ELSHOFF or EDIIND
BURKE. A thorough search of the records revealed that the transaction

was rnot a matter of record.

For a further check the samc Agents interviewed . G. A. OSTERMETIER
of the abstract and Titie Company, 411 Bast adams Street, Springficld;
T1linois. # search of the records of that compary failed to reveal instant
transaciion was made a matter of record., This search did reveal, however,
that the lezse in conncction with iine "B" was made a matter of recofd by
CARL H. ELSHOFF. ' g



Re: JOWN L. LiafIS, IT &L,

]

INTERVIEW ITH R. f, WEDILL, R. M. UEDILL, Director of the Departmemt
) of iues and 'YMnerals, State of Illinois,

viewed at his office in the Capitol Building, ield

< [s]e] ’

n of Septembuor 3, 1943 by Special Agent
- 1

Mr. UMEDI.L advised that under the laws of the State of Iilinois
a minc is required to have a mine examiner examine the mine daily before the
men arc perrzitted to enter the mine, This is done, therefore, at night,
usually after midnight. The person making Iis inspection must be cert- -
ified bty the 3State as a mine examiner. He furthur aévised that a company
ould be pcrmitted to make such examinatisns during the daytime, and if

+tiho YTow vrere comnlioed sath at ns oht +Ma Auvtaima inenontan naod nat hae
wiile ke CAYY o4 A UUJI..LH_LLDU L WIL Ay ‘1*6.‘”’ Wil e, y‘U_LluU LLIOYC\.;UU.I. Ml LIV W WO

2 licensed mine examiner, although they usualiy were, due teo the fact
that the unions required thce same wage scale as if he were certified.
Mr. MeDILL stated that in the Southerm Illinois fields, where the
mines were gaseous, the miacs often erployed uxanminers in the daytime
to check on air conditivns at the fringes, and in the new wvorkirgs,
and so forth, He advised, however, that in the fields surrounding
Springfacld, there is no necessity of this as tliese mines are uswally
considercd non-gascous,

Mr. MEDILL stated also that the records of his olffice rdlect-
1ng mine cxamirations have becr: destrouyed for the years prior to 1941, the
¢ said his }'ecords did shov that
€ ‘ was issued
2 certilicate of a mine uXamncer on arch P at time

was qﬁgars of age and had _ycars experience in the nines.
. DILL 2dvised that the requirenents Tor o cerbificate of mine

examirer Were fixed by statutc, and were that a person must be 21, a
citizen; and have four yoars cxpcrience in a mine,; tojether with passing
an exanmitation. The examination, according to Hr, MEDILL, would not be
too complicated, and the information necessary could be learned 1n a

very few lessions under an prurienced mne examiner, )
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Re: JOEN L. LEVIS, ET AL

Lo

On September 8, 1943, S eé}al Ag
wr ter contacte iy '

ent nd the
at his re

Illinois,

INTERVIEN WITH

was questioned in regard to instant case but feiled to answer
any cuesticns directly and generally "beat around the bush”. did

admit working in the Mine "B" from about July to December of 15%U, which
time, he informed, he was fired. EHe stated he had been framed by the FMA

Pit Committee. —stated that efter being laid off for approximately

two month .88 rehired at Mine "B" and worked until approximately the Fall
of 1%4l, stated that his job while working in the mine was that of
driver, and he informed that because there was so much coal to haul and
because feeding his mules took so much time he had no oEiortunity to observe

any organizing, if any had been going on 2t lfine "B". stated he had
seen no orgenizing attempts at Mine "B", that he was no d &s an organizer
and that he never organized at Mine "B". informed that he would talk
un the UMY at every opportunity because he believes the LW to be a great
organization and respects JOEN L. LEWIS very much.

Further 5 to commit Fo definite statements met with
negative results. was asked if he would sign a statement containing
the informetion which he furnished but informed that he would sign
no such statement until he had consulted wWith his attorney, JAMES BURKEL,
ittorney for the United Mine Workers Union, and if BURKE stmted it was all
right for him to sign the statement, he would then sign such statement.

_deis ed thst he is presently employed as an organizer for
the Tinited I'Ine “vorksrs and is operating out of the Chicago area, upon
occasion going up inte Tisconsin.

to most all questions put to !by the writer and
nethod of evasion would be to start talking about

ife career. Nost of LAYSKY's conversation dealt

when there was trouble between the UMW and PA in Springfield. ¥ claims

thit the PMA Union was responsible for the dynamiting of his home.
@was advised that if he desired to furnish any informatiocn
to5 the FBI, he should call at the Springfield Office.

The original notes of Specinl Agentd
{mmediately after the interview, are being retainec in

prepared
*is rAagse,
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RE: JCHN L. LEWIS, ET AL

UNDEVELOPED LEADS

THE SPRINGFIELD FIELD LIVISION

At Springfield, Illinois:

Will continue the investigation of this matter in accordance with
the warious insiructions and suggestions which have been received from the
Department of Justice through the Bureau.
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