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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL | ,
v ler JLQ ’).£>

%] do not believe the NLRB election held on February
21, 1941 at Springfield was fair. Many men hnd already
continued been signed up bty UIN due to bertings and intimidations
_ and through fear of losing thelr jobs. Therefore,
the eloetion was not a free expression of their desires.

“The anly time I was personally aporoached to join the UMY was in
the ezrly par: of January, 1941. I was ir the ninc and a UMT organiu 1,
came up to me and asked me if I winted %o wear a UlET bu . said that 1
did not. No thruats were used on this occasion.

0 hsve carefallT resd - £4110 wrrerstind She five and onz half
pagzs of this stztement ;nink oonbas b drubth to the best of my knowledsc .
No threats or promiscs have heen mice Lo ‘ntuce me to glre this statement.

g -
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Re; Jom Lo L;:"-IS’ E itLo L?c’_ E%
R - |
jointly interviewed by Special agents

o septesier 3, 294 (NS
ringfield, Illineis. He was cooperative anG rea

Juestions. He exceuted the following written statement,

ANSWETre Y 4l

"3pringfield, Illinois
Scplonber 3, 1943

I'!I,
staternnt to
to be dpeeial Lgents od
U. S. Department of oustice.

ake the following velwmtary
vhom 1 know
veat tgaticn,

"] was boen
o Aive

”...bomlhmls T first joincd a mine
wnion. This was . . -kcre of .nerica that will
be referrcd to hercainafter as the Ui, I worked at five mines
wnder the U before I started at iline 31 about -'_.'hen

T startcd working at mine 137 wncer the Ui

®{ 1ast worked at iinc '3' aboubt June 1, 1942, I viorked
at ‘Sre 13t from 1926 wntil May, 1937 vhen the miune went on
ki hout a4 yoar aftor “Snpc 13! went on strike I fot a Joh
md I had a job mtil about
October, o UOTk abt 1%nc '3¢ in Janunry, 1942
and left therc about Junc 1, 1942,

*I signcd up with Ul vhen I returned to ifine 'B' in
January, 194<.

#1 pever held an office in any mine wiisn.

T was alwvays a cdig.r ot 1dnc 131, T attcnded several
wnion mectings while I was employed at ldne '3t botl before the
minc closed dovn and after I roetumed to work there in 1942. I
attcnded both the VM. and Frogressive Idnc Lorkers of ..merica
moetings the latter of vhich will be rcferred to hercinaftor as
the PM..

"I took no active part in organizing the Pl in Scptember,
1942.
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Re: JOW L. LE!”IS, ET al.

Loe )

I thank relations between Elshoff and P&
from 1932 to 1937 were good, except that Elshoff

would not do busiiess with— of the PMA

during that period,

"I thought Eishoff would do busiress with anyone but md
I think Zlshofl iraed to discredit It appeared that Zlsho

not accept Y & represcntative of the Mincrs at Mine ‘B during
this period.

"The P, membors appearcd to br satisifed with their leaders
in that wnion. I felt taav I ias beiay troated fairly bj‘,r-nd the
PlL. leaders.

nT never saw or heard of a UM, pi.ket line at )ine 'B! from
1932 to 1937. as far as Uil circulation of literature is concerned I only
remember that on the day ol the first I L.R.3. electaon in December, 1937
Uf, men handed out latesabtare bt FM. menbirs as they walked down the street
to the arsencl where they were goins o vote. I do remember that this
litcrature was to try to get the Pil. men to vote for the Ulki,

"I did not recognize any of thesc Uiw men who passed out the
literaturc, but I think they were from anothor Ui/ local organization,

"] know the following men who werc working at line 'B' in
1937: Cudge Bumgarner, Joe ulbansse, .ndrew Schrclevious, Dominic
Pasquale, Pete Carter, Frank wusiin, Tony Plotch, Johm (Cotton) .nanias,
John Sirtout, George Jacaway, Zmory Jacaway, Charlcs Bohannon, and
James Hale,

T did not know of the activities of these men bofere the
strike startcd in Moy, 1937, except I heard they approached PM. menbers
to get them to join Uifs, It is my recollection that this was not done
at the mire, but at thc miners' homes aftuer working hours. However, on
scveral occasions at the mince I saw some of these men call PMa monbers
off to onc side and talk to them. Thure werc generally two or three
UL.. sympathizers togcther when they talked to the men., I was never
approachcd by the Wi+ men on this mattuer,

%] kncw Oscar Falcetti well, but he never indicated he would
rather sce M in the mne rather than the Pili. '

noo3
VY
"George Taylor was an engincer at Mine '3? at that time ' 7'\_/
and he told mé oncu, boforu—the strike started, that he went to sgveral ‘-

parties at Elshoff's office at the mine aftor working hours. Elshoff gave
thc parties.-
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Re: JOHN L. LL.JIS, ET aL.

b7¢ bnp

DITERVIS . 1ol "] did not know about the wage scale controversy
or what action was taken by Plda leaders with Elshoff
(Continued} or of any activitios of the nen named above in this

statemert in regard to this controversy. A

Coe ) V2
"I did not attcnd the Pid. mecting on 'y 11,.2543,) I did not
hoar about the meeting wntil aft<r that might. I knew the Pll cxpelled
sone miners from the PMa. 4ll of the miners knew of this by word of

oI s
LAV Uil s

"I remember +hat coal car- were sunrted on v 12, 1937, 1
¢id not short my cars, “ecausc I dicé rot «t the word Jn n3r port of the
-

mine to do this. I worled in Box
-]

#T helpod picket ifire 'B! for abcut ten days. I signed no
potitiens of any kind.

"7 rid not go to thc mne on ary of the days it tried to opem,
I wanted to xucp away from any passible trouble, ‘

"Taking into consideration the lecadership of both wnions
would have rather, both then and now, bc a menber of the P,

#T have rcad this statcment consisting of three and onc half
pages and have initialed each of the foreguing pages and it is true and
corrcct to the best of ay knowiecdae and belief,

n dtnessed:

Sp@Ci&l .u,gent F- Bc Io "
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Re: JOHN L. LEVIS, ET AL

L. $72D

" INTERWIE  WITH m, Springfield,
. — tlinois, was J3J y inuerviewed at 1§ residence on

eptember 7, 1943 by Special Acent and
_ had 1ittle information of his own kniwledge
concerning activities at wane B. He executed the following written state-

mant:

N5prirgfield, Illinois
September 7, 1943

make the Zcllowing voluniary statement
to woom < ¥now %o ©: Epacial Arents of
the Federal Bureau of lLiw % S Tepartment of Justice.

prin-ficld, I1linois.

I was born c first gine union
I j»i inited .ane .riers of Americz in 2t the h
line, I1l.noas. I sh211 rcfer to this a hereinalVer as

the Uil

U rom qt worked in differant mines in the
rir~field area under the Uil WWRcod working at ldine B in September,

‘nd worked there continumously until it closed on May 12, 1937. I
S on the PIA picket line a few days in 1937 and did not go back o work
when it attempted to re-open prior ts November, 1939, I went back to
¥ork at kine B in November 1939 as a member of the FMA, which I will refer

.

ts as the Progressive Mine Tiorkers of America, and I worked there until
(February 6, 1941 when I quit. I have remaired a member of the PAA from

1932 to the present time,

n a mine union was
I was also

nT took no active part in the formation of Flid. I attended most
~f the union meetings when I was 2 member of UMW and the same applies
vhen 1 was a member of PHA. -

nT voluntarily joined the FUA in September, 1932 as I was tired
Af the UMT leadership and I was not in favor of the reduction in the wage
scale. .

nPrior to 1932, Elshoff seemed to get along well with the UMA,
T do not think Elshoff w:s pleased with the PlA from the start in 1932, and
S as time went on he appeared to favor the UL more stron~ly. I did not deal
with Elshoff personally and have no specific facts to support this opinion,
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Re: JOHN L. LEVIS, ET AL

Lo ©2%

INTERYIEL °F The PLA rank and file were satisfied with the PMA
officials. This was a good union and t{o my knowledce,
¢>ntinued n> fraud existed on the part of the officials of FPMA.

"In My, 1937 severzl men in the mine were aggitating for UMW at
Mine B. There were four or five of these men but I don't recall their names.
N-one of them ever contacted me. I felt that these men should be expelled
from the wnion and fecl that the rank and file miners felt the same way. I
did nnt attend the FiA meetinrs of May 11, 1937. I signed the PMA petition
af May 26, 1937 to show that 1 was a member of FlA, 1 do not recall signing
any other petition in 1937.

"On lzy 12, 1937 I worked tre whole day in Baxh
I neven knew that short cars were lozaded until after work tnat evening.
d> not recall why they were shorted.

"I was not Familiar with the ware scale controversy in 1937 between
Elshoff and the P4 ond nad no understanding of it.

wI voted in the NLRB 2lzction of December 15, 1937. I think this
wae a fair election and presented 2 true picture of the feelings of the
niners in Hine B at that time.

upfter I went back to work vhen this mine re~spened in November,
1939, -I ¥s not contacted by any UMD orgarizers, but in 1940, GCotton Ananlas
approached me in the mine and a sked me to> join the UNW. I declined. He
did nost use any threats. Also in 1940, two UL/ members came to my home
and asked me to join the U, One of these men was — I declined.
No thrzats were made to me.

"I understand a member of the UM, an organizer, spent a good deal
»f time at Elshaoff's office and that he was friendly with him. “This was
unusu2l for men, not on union ¢ommittess ¢5 do and I felt Elshoff preferred
the M. I am unnble to state from my own knowledge actual incidents show-
in- the relations between Elshoff and the UKW or the UKY organizers.

2l nave carefully read this statement consistin: of two and one
half pages and it contains the truth to the best of my knowledge. '

Witnessed:

Clal najen




bhe 70O

orery1es wITH AR :: intervieved at his residepce in
I1linois, by Special Agents

an at which tine he state a
4s he w=s a new man 1s information relative to instant case
was rather limited. ‘oes not speak pood English and has difficulty
¢ompreheatine Juestions put to him relative to the facts of instant case.
Tt is not bclieved that he would make a good witness to testify in instant
158,

tstement v ich I

There is being set forth below the signed s ment which —
executed at the %ime of thie interview:
"Seot 4, 1943
.
L] -
" . make the folloving voluntary statement to -

” nyn of whom have idertified themselves as being
peciad Avents of tho foderal furenu of Invesiipation. No threats or promisewu
have b-en made to inJace we t: nzke any stauement.

T came tn the U. 5, in

"7 was born in
~nd becme a U, 5. citize
I

I11. started cozl mining in ir.d joined the UL 1N ps
never held any office in any umo* I was ‘n I1linols whem was
formed in 1932 and I joined the PHA at ti-t time. I never had any complaint.
to make about P4 and I felt it was a good wnion. I didn't have anything

t~ do with the forming of the Z4. T started work at Mine B in 1936 and
everyone Scered to be satisfied with PUA. I am still working at Hine B.

"] had pever been asked to join the UL, up to the time. of the
strike. I remcmber that there was some arzument about the new contract
which w-s to be signed by the compan, in the spring of 1937, Our board
said a contract was to be sipned, making it retrozctives, but the company
eaid they didn't owe us any back pay. A lot of the men were arguing about
the new contract, but I don't know any of the details of the contract.

%I s a _new gin at the mine and didn't know all of the men, and
since I lived I dida't go to many of the meetings. I heard that
12 men were kicked out of the P!A union, because they thought they were
working for united. I don't know the names of any of those men though.

A

"I recz2ll that on the day of the strike I was working in box.
as a digper. I went to work that day as usual and I remember that our union
men didn't w:nt the 12 men to work, but the company said they wer. supposed
to go to work. We all went to work and I heard that some of the 12 men also
went to work. When I heard that the rest of the men were sending up short
loads, I also sent up some short loads. ¥e were called out of the mine
sbout one half an hour before quitting time. We were sending up short loads

=2RG=
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Re: JOHN L. 1E'IS, ET AL

E7% bbb '

ooy T "ITH 4n protest agzinst the men working that we didn't want to

q work. when I got on top I heard that the mine was on strike
(continue and we came on home. Nobody had ever throatened me or triled
to pet me to join United before the strike,

e

r

"Some time after the strike I signed some kind of a petition for
Prorressive. I don't know vhether I signed it ai my house or when I was
at the Union hall. + remember that they tried to open the mine in Sept,
of 1937, but I didn't go out to the mine until a few days later when I started
on the picket line,

"I stayed on the picket linre 0f” arnd on until about the First
of Decemer 1937. I was home the days the .larshal came wilh the injunction.
thile I was on the picket line I come hom2 quite often to rest and clean
up. Nobody ever to0ld me that I couldn't come hox.

] voted in +he NIDE election in D=c. of 1937. e met at the union

hall and then walked ©) “he Armory in szall gooups. Everything was quiet
and therc were no figass that * vmow of. I didn't go near the mine again

ALAL WP 4 L S

until the mine opened in Nov, of 1339.

"I went to work in my old srci as soon ss the mine was opened.” T
was still a member of progressive and stay:d a member until about dJune of
1940. I joined the U.li.7. the same month. I remember that sometime before
I joined the U...”., ame to wy house with anothzsr man and he
said he wanted me to onrreee Hs didnit threaten me and acted nice
while he was at the house, ¥hcn I saw the rest of the men were all joining
United I decided te sigr up with United. I signed up beczuse I winted to
be sure I'd hold my jJob & I wanted to be wrth the majority. I wn3 never
thre=tened or beaten up by anyone.

W] have read over this entiiz statement cf four pares and wish to
state it is true to the best of ny oemory.

/+/
Titnesses N
Special Agents, F.B.I.
' U.S. Dept_ of Justice"




1 RE: JOHN L. LEIS, ET AL

¥ L9e 570

» | -

' ¥r. v Special
t

azents

ff.:

his residence,
field, Illinois. He appearcd willing to answer the questions propounded to

him and furnished tlic following signed statement. He stated that he would
~+ify to the fzots set forth in this Stgtcment-

3 eingfield, T1linois
Scytember 5, 1943

willin~1~
Lin~_l

make the following voluntary statement to
who I wnow to be Spicial aents of the

crarent of Justice.

T e e

val 0f InvestlgrUicl,

"The fipst 13nz union T Joired was the United Mine ﬁorkers of america

whi
ithe

irs e ion T
h wiil bo refirred to heocineiwr as the Uk, I joined this union at
-zine, Springficid, Illinois about

abave ne tiomed m11b> I worked as = momb.r of thc UM,
+ that tine also worked under a

noils., 4Lt ail o
I sterted working
Ui, contract.
"The onl;; union of
clected by the frogressive Mine vorbiors of snerice
to hereinafter os the Fli.,
that 1zine wes working uander

osition until ahout

fice T have ever neld was at Mine B when I was
which will be referred

13

%I think relations batween Blshoff and MY prior to 1932 were: good.
I did not t-kc an activ: part in the orycnization of Local #54 of the PML

in Scptember, 1932.
"In Septumber, 1932 I joinod the P and left the U7 at Kine B
I know of no

bocause UM tried to foree us to accept a lowcr wage scalc.
dissatisfaction in the rank and file of UM7 at Mine B. prior to 1932, I

voluntarily joined the Pi. for the above mentioned reason.

23] =
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R&: JOEN L. 1LE IS, ET 4l

br_ LD

INT RVIL. '."IT!‘.- #The polations botucen Llshoff and Local #54 of THA
betveen 1932 and 1337 werc good as far as I reomenber.
cenLinue
_ #The FIL, renk and file were satisfied with their leaders
and even aftor losing a years work aftcr the strike started in by, 1337 1
boifove the oink and file rmdners were still satisfied with Ill..

"I know the following men who were all working at ¥inc P prior to
th: closin: down of that mine in Mey, 1937: Joc #1benesc, &ndrew Schrzlcevious,
Doninic rosquale, Pete Cartor, Fronk ~ustin, Tony Flotek, John {(Cotton)
.nenias, Bili Sirtout, G.org. Jacawsy, U-or Jacaway, Charles Pohannon and
Jemes Halco.

®T know of no other miness whe zuid be jut in the samc class with
tho zbove. .wen who wore UIL) orycnizors or 3) Aueiulzors. I heurd fron some
miners in 1936 or 17 7 thet Jaues Hole wes pussing out UMl cards at the mine.

I'.ChLl

T, o, dAtating for WL,
_ T ronoar that eviaeacoe vias proscnte

guilty of those activiticos,

or aurigators werce expolled 1ToT il do not rencnb.r the FL. meeting held

on Mar 11, 1337, however, I may aove boen 2t this necting.

"I do not ronemb-r s.eing any coel cars shorted at the time of the
strike. I later heard the cars weras buir.i' shor+tud but L did not hear the

_msm for this action. Ny

-
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RE: Jomil L. LC.IS, ET AL

L?.::/ é:'?@
R ]

TIWTIT RIPTEY Y T

and he told me he would not accept s check-off

sheet, indicating he would not recognize the PM... This happened sometime
between May 22nd end June 30, 1937.

m

"T was not acquainted with the wage scale controversy.

"I sizned the PMA pet1t10n of Hay 26, 1937. The petition was
placed on a tablec out near the rine and anyone who wanted to §igm walked up
to the tzpble and signed voluntarily.

"] si.ned another Pl petition, z3 I recall, just before the mins
attenpted to rc~open in Siptember, 1937, I signed this petition at the FM.
headquarters at 6th ond weshington stroets, Soringfield, I1l. It was just
like the petiiion of i 26, 1937 «nd for the sume purpos<, that is to show
the mwinc operctors that Pk had e majority. I reccll that this petition was
also t:ken to some of the miner's homes, who vere working at other jobs at
this time ard who did ot heve an epportunityr to go to the Flia office in
Springficid, I do not remun..r ;»%r1ng arrone say the” wanted to go back
to work at this time under tﬁu conditions as ther crlstad at that tinme.

] do not rouenbor exactly, but it is my opinion that « district
board memb.r of % sponsorcd this petitio . Regarding this petltion a numb-y
of miners come to me and askoed me about this petiition and I told them thet
it woe meant to detorniine if the miners still wanted to work under the PHA
and 21so to determine if P, still had 2 mejority. I remember that from
330 to 400 miners signoed this petition.

%] hzlped nicket mine P for about threc veeks aftur the strike started.¥

T believe notice of the pRanned opening of the mine on Suptumb r 27,
1;37 was published in the nowspapers. I went out to the ming norning.
this morni Scotember 27, 1357, I was stonding next to
ard 05C.R F.ICETTI walked up to the

BTOUD wiiclo 4 Val SULNGLT neord hin oy he wentod ‘ﬂ"f“*" en o a0 to

work and said he could get two hundred and fifty ner 1f F.ICETTI
wantod them., §LCETTI said he was not recojnizing the FiL,, but that he was
only recognizing the VM., CH.ZLLS BOHLINON, who was standing in this
Jroup, said he was reproscnting UMD and that he could furnish th. wen to
work. Only about a dozen men did go to work. &t this time the Pia

minérs loft and went home.

LT oan
hfy Cedid L

Py

%] do not runcobur the details of the second and thirt atiempts to
o>en Mins B,




C

RE: JOEN L. LE IS, ET ol i
TITTRYTS UITH - ®The mine re-opened on Novenmb.r 6, 1339 and I worked
thereafter.

L}

' - I was not approached to join
U7 and & heard of no threats or wolencc., 41l of the miners had not rcturned

t> work by this time.

n1 profer the P, I would not want 1o work under the UMT leadershirp.”

woitnessed:




THTTPUIR L T T

Sxcial A.on

—— on Sectonboer &4, 1/

Springfield, Illincis. ke willingly ansuercd the quesiions pro-

~oundcd to him, and indicated that he would be willing 1o iestify to the
focts as sct forth in the following sizned statcment furnished by him:

"

on
t!c }l'c!cral Burec:

au of Investipaiion, U.S. Depertment of Justice.

ake the following voluntery statement to
S "hon I know to be Spocial Ajents of

3

"] rogids Stringficld, I1l.

S erT

I was born on
- ~red nS a

Sprin field.

"The first mine union I joincd was the Unitod Mine “orkers ioopics
referred to hereinafter as the Ulli, amnlinois in*
4t this time, I was working in the Feabody Line #6, ncar Sprinzlield,

Illinois.

.
2

"T hove held thoe followins offy

as o member of P I worked there until
the minc closed on l@ay 12, 1937. after that date, I never went buck or
attomptod to go buck to work thore although I heard the iine was trying
to re-open. I felt there would be trouble there, so I did not riturn to
work thoro, cven to get my tools.

®prior to Scptember, 1932, I was working at Peabody I4ne #57, at
Springficld, Illinois. This 1ine shut down when the UMT ballot boxcs were
stolen. I ap reforring to the ballots submitted in comncction with the
Taze Scale reduction vote. I voluntarily joired the PHA in S.ptomber, 1332
when the miners at reabody Mine #57 voted in fevor of PiL at thet local,
I folt that the FMi was @ good union and that Pla officials of PMa well
represented the miners in that union,

~235-
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RE: JOHN L. LEJIS, ET AL
L9 o L1

wIn 1933 I started working in Mine B as a digger. I
believe in relations between Elshoff and PM4 at that
minc were satisfactory until about april, 1937.
Eishof{ never made any remarks to ry knowledge

indiceting waich union, if any he favored, About April, 1937, the following

sen working at line B werc reported to be contacting the men at their homes
and at the mine tryinz to get thenm to Join the WL, Theyr did not contact

ncy andrew Schrelevious, fjominic Pasquale, Fete Cartcr, Tory Flotch, Frank
Austin, John Ananias, John Sirtout, Charles Bohannon, and James Hale.

"It was comrion knowled je in the mine that these men werz UL sympa~
thizers or organizcrs and were active as such in Mine B which was & closcd
shoy, PI4 oinc. lshoff and Falcoeiti nover made any attennt to stop these
activities to myv knowlad.:. I nevii sy ihese men distributc literature
or W7 eppiicatior eards, Yhese ax. uesr vory Triendly with Elshoff and
Faleetti and I siv thum in £lshoff s offisz av the mine guite oftcn before
I wont down in the rid3:. This was befcre the mine closed down in May 1937.
4t about this time, i.cse men appearcd to be more friendly with Elshoff
than th: other mir2ca. It is not the normal thing to sce working miders
in Elshoff's office iike this,

"] attonded about one-hzlf of tiwe union meetings of both the UM and
the PL., when I was & miner at Minc B, I do not reecall that I attended th:
P meetinz of May 1i, 1337 when some of ithe UMD sympocthizers were expelled
but I heard about it the next day at the mine by word of mouth. 1 hecard
Elshoff would no: disciarge these men, and thes were still arguing apout
it on top when I went doun into tthe mine. I heoard some coal cars were
bein: shorted, bu. I don’t know why. I did not short mine as I had little
cozl at that time.

"I wos not femiliar with the detiils of the waigc scale agreement. The
FIL. Rerort indicated that the wmincres were to get some beck poy, but I did
not know the details or hou mch the pay was to be. I folt that the WMT
s;mpathizers should have been expelled and believe the other PlA members
£ 1t the same way. J4ifter the mine closod in iy, 1927, I helped picket
the ince for sever.l vioeks, but L pevar attempted to go back to work when
the mine att .mpted to open.

"] sim.d the PifA petition of Uay 26, 1937 to show that I was a member
of Pli. T do not reezll sipning amy other petition. As far as T know, there
w.s no fraud in the HIRB clection on December 15, 1737. I do not ramember
hou I got noticc of the clection, but I went to the arsenal and voted
with the others and no one tried to influence me in any way. Prior to
the time I left Mine B, no one tried to influcnce =e to join UN., I did
not overhear any union organizers tzlking to other people on this subjuct
and I did not obscrve any fights over this matter. I had no additional in-
formation refzrring to UM orgunizers or concerning the wage scale problem,
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RE: JOHN L. LE.IS, ET &L Lo~ _
<« J
20
nT have carefully read and fully understand the
threc and one-half pascs of this statement and
it contains the truth to the best of mr knowledge.
No threats or promises Lave been made to induce

me to uakc this statcuent.®
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Ra; JOHN L. 1ETUIS, ET AL

Illincis, by Specicl Agenis
.avised he did not have a crimina
oog knowiidre LNgiish, but would not make 3 good Govermment
he is very muck in faveor of U.N.TL

-provided the followin: statement:

eptemioer <, 1943,

sake one fellowing voluntary statement
wrom I know to oe Spe cial Arents of

[ S W £
tureats or promisscs have

to
the Yederal Sure2n 0f Invesoi~ “ULOT.
been made in attainine this statement and I kaow that what I may say may

T [P .
Ko Foice,

be used in a ecocurt of law,.

"I reside o

o I o employed at the m
I vms enployed a ne

T ared stopped wWoOrsing o S° 1n Liarch 1943. I stopped working at
Wine "a% because the air in the nine was bad.
..

_ "7 started workins in co2l mines inm
which time I became a menber of U.lLW. In 1932 I changed from Ul 1O '

because UM” lowered the wige scale.

“Between- and 1932 the manapement of line "B" were on rood
relations with UL,

"Between 1932 and ay 12, 1937 the management of Mine “B" ¢id
— e s

nat attempt to discredit FUA and the management did not
hostile attitude in settlins griecvonces.

mme e b,
cin v i

«wm -
Yo ol

"I had a good opinion of PMi until the first part of 1937, In
1937 Fiis did not seem to me tc be a denocratic union a8 the officials
of Pii controled the union and mombers did not have a voice in the osperation
5f the wnion. I considered soie of the specinl asscssments to be too much
although I do not know anythin~ ab>ut the financial arran-ements of the

"I took no interest in the bonbing cases.

"Rotween 1932 mnd iy 12, 1937 ULN did not set up a picket line at
¥ine "B" nor did UM distribute any literature at «ine "B No one
attempted to change ne from Pita $o Ui, I heard that PMa expelled Joe
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Re: JOHN L. IETIS, ET AL
b7 bp

Albanese, andrew Schrelsvious, Dominic Pasquanle,

Pete Carter, Frank Austin, Tony Floich, John Ananlas,
John Sirtout, George Jocaway, Emory Jacaway, Charles
Bohannon and dames Hale. I knew all of the above named
men but they did not tell me they were expelled from P.'i.A. I heard some
nf the 2fTficinls of Fliz moke the statement that the above named men mere
oxpo 1124 beczuse they were attompting to organize UMT at Uine ™BY although
I ¢» not ¥now vhether the statement made by PHA officizls was true or not.

"1 did not scc any ULV officizls with the manapgement of line “B" prin~:
t> Iy 12, 1937.

"I the Sprin~ of 1937 the Fla ~-ntriact with Line “B" explired and
a temporary agreament was made with ifn: 3 so that any increase in the
whee scile would have b er retroactive tc tac date the contract expired.
The menbers of Flix thhurht they would get an incrense in the wage scales 1
kn>: of ne trouble at Mine "B" during pay day in april. In the spring
of 1937 the man.pem.c f Line "B' scemed to want a contrict with P to
increase the warpe sonle, but for some unknowm reason Pila officials would
n>t sipn a contract. Tns offici~ls of Pli nade stotements that the wage
sczle would be increased with retroactive pay.

“about May 12, 1937 I hoqrd FilA was to have a2 meeting with the
management of iine "P" about the w ~e scile. Instructions were given that
day by t2 load coal ecars shoit and the menapement would incraasc
the w-re scade. Lherc wis no sentiment on May 12, 1937 to sirike at iine ™%
Abouty 2:00 P.il, lay 12, 1937, Dan }eGill called a strike at Mine "B". That
afternoon made a speech at Mine “B" at which tire
theyr state w1l the whre scile was increzséd.

gy would sur

"In the summer of 1937 on two occnsions reprousentatives brought
netitions to my home tobte sicned, nening FIl4 as my barg-inine agent at
wine 3", I vhluntarily sigred these petitions.

"I did not sign 2 UNT retition in the s ummer of 1937.
"I heard that 2 new ULIT local in the sumer of 1937 .

"In Sept. 1937 I was notified by a representative of PHA that
line "B was to open. On the ¢ ay iline "B™ was to have opened I went to iine
"B 4o work, but il refused to work as members of ULl were allowed to3 go
into the mine. I acted as a picket from time to time uniil an injunction
w1s obtained ton prevent picketing., I wis plenrsed an injunction wns olLtalned
ag I did not wmt t» pikeet. Tho »only raason I picketed was becruse I
thought I would hove been expelled from FiA if I did not picket. No one
t21d me I had to picket nor cid anyone throaten me if I did not, I think
FilA members from ifines ather than Mine "B" were brought to Hine "B" to pickot.

. ~2 39~
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Re: JOHN L. IEIS, ET AL b D 570

"] do not know of an sttempt to open Nine "B" in
Dec. 1937 or Jan. 1938,

"L yoted 4n the NIRB election Dec. 15, 1937 for PHA,
Sn far o5 I know the electionwas fair.

*In Nov. 1939 I received notice to report for work at ¥ine "B". 1
irmedittely retwrned to work as an entry driver. I did not sze the rosulte
of cny larpe fires or cave-ins. In the sumer of 1940 I changed from FMA
to U7 28 1 did not think P4 could do as much for me as UMW. No one asked
me t~ join Ui and I was not threatened if I did not join UMT.

- NI voted in thz NIRE <lec’ior i1 Feb, 1941 for VLI, I consider
this election a fair election,

"I wns a Jiiend of

W - o tine dic

nI have re .3 tnis stabancnt eonsisiing of six pages and it is
truz 2nd correct t3 the best (f ry kmmilelge.

/-
“itnessed:
Speeinl apent, FBI
peci~l A ent, F.B.I.Y

s7oan,hilg to me about joining
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Re: JOHT L. LewIS, ET AL. .A

Illlnoﬂs

2D

erviewed at hig residence in

ptem;:’er 2, 1943 by pec

<o vor: N
= ed WorK-

%‘

3‘

—\-'8. s 1

% nt
Illinois, on Se

&ld

“ Reczuse of these two lactors .
He 1s o i

poried

sipned statemert vac obtainod from—

+c recall many of the happenings during the pertinemt
He advised that he has neWsted. The following

"Sprlngfield, 111,

Sept. 2, 1943

oilosin voiuatary statemert to
wiom I know to be Special
nveetigation, I make it

without fear of threat, force or prowie of any kind.

"I yas _born in and presently
reside in
nd

bt 15
aS WOTIHiug in Mne "B" in Qprmgfleﬁ'* and

vas a member of the United Kine liovkers of america Union. In
about 1932 almost our whole local went over to the Progressive
Y“ine ‘forkers of America, und I joined Pd4 at this time, 1T
joined to keep my job, but no force of any kind was used to
make me change. From this time until sometime in Yay 1937, I
viorked in !fine "B" and was a rudi, and during these five years
I thought the Pl» was an honest union and the officials seemed
horest to me, I cahnot remenvar whiether during this time the
) tried to organize in !Mne "B“ or whether company favored

A
1
1)
L1}

either Ui or PIA.
"During the forming of the PI.&A I took no part and I have
id an office of any
npPyuring this time between 1932 ard 1937 I don't remenber -any-
thing about any spies. I do not remenber anything about any men
from Pifh being expelled; I don't believe I attended a FPMA meet-
ing the night beforc ve went out on strike. All I remember is on
one day, vhich may be l'ay 12, 1937, at least it was in Yhy 1937,
I was called out of the mine by one of the Pid men who said we
were out and ve left the mine about tuu o'clock in the ai‘ternoon.

I never knew why sic went. out and I came right home. I o not
remember hearing any of the FHA men, or anyone else, tell us

why we were out,

-d]l=
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Re: JoW L. LEJIS, ET al. é
1 TTRVIE . WITH »T do not remember knowing auything about wage scale
trouble at that time. I vent to very few P.i meetings
or.binue and because I am hard of hearing, I listened to very
little tLhat went on.
"From that time on I do not remcmber ever being asked to come
Sack to vork at 1dre '37 until I got a letter ir Yov. of 1939. I remember

roing back in Sept. 1937, when rla had a picket line at lline 't Jor
almost two nwontihs vas in the line about nalf of the time, only,

"] do not remcmbeor ever sigring any petitions at all for either
the Fifa or the MM,

7T remember ¥oting in an &leccion in aloud NDec. of 1937 when
the Pil, won, and no o.c threatcued or forocld me in any vay - and [
believe it was a fair - 'ection- I also remcater voting in an election
about a year or su =four the ,ine '3¢ cpeacs in 1939 at which time UM T
won. Yo one forced -r threaien.d me in asy var in that election, and
I think it was a fair elcciica. :

"In about qz wanted my youngest boy, *‘bo
work in !ane 'B' and fscar kilcetti said he would give him one

hagd to belong tu 3 union before he could pget the job and the Filu
Gl tot let him in, so he joined Wi ari got in the mine. Just about
that time I noticed most of thc men were changing tec Ui so I changed
to Ui, too because I was afraid I would be out of a job if I didn't.
3ut 1o onc forced or thrcatened me in any var to Join Uil and I never
saw anyone try to organize fer U</ at linc '3'. I don't remember hear-
ing of or sceing anyoue get beat up during that time.

wjhen I went back to work in 1939 1 do not rcmember havirg
scer; the results of any big fires aad L+ do not knoir vhether or not there
had been ary. I was told there had been sone cave ins and 1 lost my
tools in one of them, but & never did sce any of them.

"This statement, of four pages has been read to mc by Afent
_ anéd it is true and correct to the best of my knowledge.

/s
pecial agent, F3l.

J:Clal hgunt, FanIl"
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Rb: JOHN L. LEUTS, ET AL A ~

INTEOVIE . TITH —

3 - - » = T £ - —
-t Springficld, Iilinois on September 7, 1943.

At his rezides nsents interviewed’
He advisc e

has ever bZCn arresto R S liic.

Tt was noted that*s rother hard of hearing and had difficulty
: elek! sone o7 tie gucestions and he had to be assisted-

— 1 P s e Y et o]

in answerin-. It is fc3t that he would mak: & Vory pods

The following inviiii' ~i-at< ri Was coﬁiiiii bi
Spr-ﬂ'?n-l -'u_q;,nf.q and

AgCits obtoined from him the folleving simed statoments

Sprln.:!ieﬂ, !!! .

Scpt. 7, 1243

ol ——

meke this free and voluntary stetunent toq
who arc known to me to be Special agents o
or promis:s have been made me to give this statement.

. gy o — @ @ B 5
#] was bo : ame to U, S, inWe iz hocome
a ciiizen about VeLlS . Iirst joined U.M."., second year I came to

. T never have been a union officer. I first
vears a;zo and worked tell Mine B closed in

i orizcd since, I don't know what kind of = union
it vies at Mine B befor: F.M... canc in as one was sume as other., Vhen P.H.a.
czne in at Nine B I wes for them but did not help orgonize. &s far as T
know thin-s wort elrisht botween Elshoff & P.M... before minc closcd but
latcr on bishoff Touid rot firc 4 mon who were PLM.., men but were for
U1 Fulla. Wanted to heve thesc men fired but ne wuldn't & thot was
the recson why there was a strike. Therce was no troubdle about w.ges then
and men Were satisfied thon about contract and we werc told we would get
batk pay. Ve F.M.A. men liked the P.M,i. union & ncver suspected officials
of doing armgthing wromg & there werc not any spocial or largzc asscssnents.
T did not attend many mcctings. Both P.M... officials and men ran the
union togcther. I don't know if those P.M.A, fien wero guilty or framed in
regserd to that bombing local U.HM.7, men did not picket Mine B before it
closad & T don't recall of gotting or sceinyg any paper. But before they
voted at onc time I zot thru th: mail from U.M.7. some litorature & othors
did too. No one cver asked me to join U.M.\T, First there was 4 men for
U.M.5. & then they wunt to six. I bulievs some were andy Schrolevious,
Frank sustim, Tony Flotech, Dominic Fasguale, Chas. Bohannen, hc was the
lecder of them, Geo. & Emory Jacaway, They never bothered me at all. I

U.5. & it wes in
staerted at Idne 8 aoout
Sorins oz 1337 & T nevers

[ T 21
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RE: JOHN L. LEIS, ET

INTERVIE. “ITH \QEERERES rever heard of any parties for Elshoff or a
{contirued) = U.¥,7. I never heard F.H... officlals say a
thing about the wages but heard of 1t around
the minc & the men nover complained of the wages. I went to a meeting the
night before the nine closed and they decided that they did not want to
vork witl: thosc men who woere for ULMLY%. I beliove a notice was put up out
. at Yinc B about thzt mesting. At the mecting I did not see any of the men.
1 workud the day of the strike # I did not know there wes going to be a
strike until izter oa. There wes no t .1k zpmonn the men ahout 2 stirike
or coout wa-es but thoere was toll zbout not working with thosc men who were
for U.1.77. When mine B closcd ne onetold re to load amy cars short &
e don't know i: ther wer. zoaded shart. I pever went baek to Mine B after it
‘ closzd & I did not go to th. sit dowi sirike at all. “hen the Mine B re-
ovened I r.cuoved o detter from Elshoff Sut I did not o bick 1o work as
I voted &t the N.L.R.B. election
AL LL. aoIMmory i “,.rit ficid, tads oh@ <o 0.0 by gecret ballot & 1t was a
good £ straight clee ~-n. o Lol a neevin- befor. we wunt down & voled
«WHR &id not i1 us how to vooo & von said if we wanted to vote
for il we shkoula., I vobrod Tor F.UM... thon., BKear the Armory sonc man
gove moe somo paper but I throw it away. Ho one ever came to me end asked
about joining over ts U.M./. Edmundson sent a letter beforc the election to
rc¢ saying I shouid votc for U.Y... but therec were no threats in it,

|

Toad this szour (4) poge statenent to me and it
st of my knowlcdye. and 1 have signed this of

s/

is truo & corrcct

L Soht [a Toiaal rv-nu w'; -.' 1 't
MY Wl dd b TN L

W ithesscs:

I!pacla! st FUOBLTL

St. Paul, Mimn.

!pf.c:).! agent FLB I, (¥ilw.)

Springfield, Ill.
s("-‘pt. '?’ 194'3,'
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Springfield,
grvigwed 2t his resi-

Special agents and
oes not spcak English well and undersizn 1y
INTE LUTaeionS. acted as an intcrpreter at some points

in the inrerviz ., -?only 2 Tair memory. He expresscd his
willinmess o testify 1n court. He claimsd to have no criminal record.

nSoringficld, Iil.
Scptomber 4, 1943

INT..RVIE. T

. ¢ foljowing statonent frecly and
e have identified

- HI
b
voluntzrily to and
------- AZTNLS Ci Lo L UGCTel SUrCAR of Investigation.

thensclves 1o me as opatlad
No threats or promiscs have bron arde Se L 10 JPialn this statencnt.

nT presomtly tive on— Springficid, I1l. T am employed

. at Mine B.

“
b,

o

"T was born
come to the Unit.a

In 1936 I joined the

NI joined the Unitod Mine Worlwers in
to work at Mine B, I

Progressive Mine Workers of smerica wnen I staric
have nover held an office in any union.

"On the day th. big strike started in 1337 I went out to the mine
and somcbody suid ther: wos no work so I carehomc, I went to the union
mectings once in a whilc, but I don't rencLbuer zoing to o neeting the
night b-fore the strik:, The miners struck at this time to protcct them-

scives and to keep their jobs.

", ftor the mine reopened in 1939 an Italian fellow and a Polish
llow comz to ngm house. They wanted ne to join the U,M.U. and they told
me thot 3f T did not join the UL.M.T. I could not work zt linc B. L

"is I recall I joincd the Ul P =, o .zin just before the claction
of 1J41. Onc dzy when I was working in tnc ning, a fellow known as

cams to m roon. This was about two or three days after I joinc .
¥ srabbod me by the throat, curscd me and said that \
not vote for UM, even though I had signod up with ¢
and a fellow known as

on a vacation the next

ne Gehl.
he kncw that I viow
O, Then I osignad up with UL

t51d ne that T botter simm up, or I vwou
No onc clso talked to mc about UL,

LIS
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RE: JOHN L. L¥IS,; ET ..L b?
o 4, ’?.£:>

"] was satisfied with the P.H.4L. when

INTCRVIED WITH
{eontinued) . I was working in Mine B, and I did
not want to join U,M,"7, after the

mine reopcned. when I first joined the U.M.3. it was a jgood union, but
does not look out for the members, nor does it protect

now the UJILT.
The P.)M.ia. always

then. Thz P Huo. alvays looked out for their nembers.
did thz bost it could for the miners,

"I never saw anyone beat up at Mine B, and I never saw an; acts
of favoritism by the managcuent for the U.M.i.
gobbed me by the throst, I teld him that T would
He tolad 2 %o I better not.

wihen
tell Falectti, tie Super.

Mirovious to = joining the U L7, after 1939, mp room was always
dirt: and the compav, did not ciear 11 up as it should have done, After T
did jein the UJLTL, *7 o cemnany cliuays cietaed up Iy Ioom.

“In the claction 227937 I voted for the P.JIL.L. union blcausc I
thought it was tho bost union, In 1941 T voted for the P.ll.a. union be~
cause I still thousht it wus the best union, even though I was at that time

& merher of the ULNLL.

#This stotoment consiating of this and one oth.r tyscwriticn poge
has becn read to m. by and I statc that it true
tc the hest of my knowlsdoe.

/+/ R

w.itncssess

"Soocied apenis, F.BLIL
nSpringficid, I11."
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RC: JOHN L. IES, ET AL ‘)97 P

TNTERVIE. TITH -as intervieweé at her home at

\ ] Springfield, Illinois on

O - - 1 T
urn

ished the followili
statement:

e

V—
Gpringfieid, Ill.
September 7, 1943.

On @ COLv.2. 347101 ant woauh'l vrnderstand questions.
of Sprinsfiel?, Iil. and 1 don't believe it

Stecial artlivy F.B.L. (Milw.)
Springfield, Il1.
Sert. 7, 1343"

Agents noted thatm was sitting in a chair and he had
a cane and a wheelchair near Nig. L€ Was asked several questions by
Ape.is, with the peruission of and he did not appear to

thorouzhly understend then and no further attempt was made to interrogate
him.

-2K7-
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Re: JOHN L, LE'IS, ET AL

e

ST Lo,

Trel=nVIew WITH

was interviewed by Special Agents

a It is noted that
his residence is al Springlleld, inois. Being of
rirth he does not express himself well in English. He is
Tendiv and cooperative and it is felt, might be used to testify to

i1
those matters set forth in the following statement if deemed necessary.

The following statement was obtained from _
q Tllinois
Septenber 6, 1943

rmake s he following voluntary

statement tcm Pyt batlt of whom have
identified themZelVSD Spaci @We Tar~ral Bureau of
Investigation. No tn-eats or promiscs hwe . -en made tome to induce me
to make a statemernt. [ was Lb-:im '
came to the United States ixn
I rcow reside at

-2 2 U.5, citizen about .
Springfield, Illinois.

%] started working in tae mines inPand at that time
joined the United lMine Workers., 1 have never held any office in a union.
I joined Progressive in 1932 when the rest of the miners joined, but I
had nothing to do with the formation of I' M.A. I started working at
Mine B in 1935 and at that time the union was getting along all right
withthe company. The men were well pleased with P.M.A., all grievances
were settled right away.

#In the spring of 1937 a new contract was to be signed
but the company didn't want Progressive anymore. There was alsoc about
fourteen men at the mine who were working for U.K.W. I don't remember
their names very well, but I knew tleir faces. They never bothered me
much, but I knew what they were doing, they were tryving to get P.M.A.
mento join United. However, the men were all satisfied with P.K.A. I
know that some of these men were expelled from 2J.M.A. but I didn't know:
they werc kicked out until after the strike.

wI remember after the strike I signed a petition for

Progressive. 1 dlsowoted in the NLRB election, somcogl cerme and got me
in a car and took me to the Armory, The

by 248~
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Re: JOHN L. LEVIS, ET AL Lo e

INTERVIE™ ¥ITH The election was gquiet and there was no t

L
[adils |

m —I wasn't on any picket line.

continue

i then the mine opened up I got a letter telling me to
come to work. I think this letter was from the Federal Coverrment., After

AT L S 19 LALLILR Lillo AL

T wad becn vorking 2 wiile three men came to my house and told me I had
to joia wited. Thesz mentere '

—"16 me I had better sign or 11 WO co G . 'ould
ose Ly job. As I remember this was around May or June of 1940. I ..

signed up with them at that timc because it was hard to get a job and
I didn't vant to'lose the one I had at ¥inc B, I didn't want to join
United then, I would rother have stay=. vt» TProgressive, but I was
afraid not to jeoin U.M.7.

"I gt Uine B aboot 2 oonik ume wid 2o now workdng at
#5, Panther Crecek. T wow belong to Fulloi.

" o not know wiat ~ros.d Lhe strike in 1937, other than
trouble in the unicns, and I have ne infermacion as to what caused it.

nThis stetement was read to me by Agent — and it is
true and sorrect *n the hest ~f 1o L mory.

Ev ey n‘ .|—.r_.rts T R.T

o For,~= g S wiieaey

U. S. Dept  of Justicgh

~249~
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_Re: JOH L. LE'IS, ET AL

L0e L7 b |

ITERVIE S TITH - Illinois, ws inter-

vievce ot his home by Special sgents

and —lon September 2, 19434,
stited th-t he did not have a cririnal record. ?wou
a ~ond vitness as he does not speak or understand English very well.

_ furnished the following shatement:

I1l.
Sepuember 2, 1943.

"I, T1l., make the following voluntary
statement to whow I know to be Special
apents of the Federal burecu of Invee:is-®ion. [IIn force, threats, or promiscs
hove been nade in cbisining %his st temert and I knew that what I may say

rav be used in a covrt of law.

T wyas boru 1 niprated to the U, 5. in

and bzcame 2 nasuralized c.bizmm of the U, 5. in I w25 employed
1t ane BB in about 1936 and stop wd wsiling at Mine in Feb. 1941, I
an nov employed at I11. and hove been employed
ploy
a2t this nine since . a
"] becme a o=zl miner i ~% which time I became 2 rember of

Uils. I wns then employed in = coal mine in Riverton,Ill. I remained a member
of Uif7 unt1l 1932 at which tine I becnme a member of FiA, becnuse ULW
reduced the wa-e scale. I todk no active part in the formation of Pk,

nI have never been an ~fficer of any wniosn.

"hile I was employed at ifine "B before the strike in My 1937, the
manarement at Hine "% seemed to have becn on good relations with PMAL At
ny time did the mannpemznt of I8ne »B" attcnmpt to persuade me to change
from Pia to UL,

#I thousht Pi'a was an honest union and one which would do nost
¢nad £ar me. Pus did not force me to pay any unusuzl special assessments.
I took no interest in union activities.

%I took no intercst in the bombing cnses,
"Duriny the time I was employed at Mine "B" prior to May 12, 1937,
I did not see a U/ picket line at ifine "B" nor did I see any UMV literature

being distributed at «wine "BY. Prior to the sirike cr May 12, 1937 no
one attempted to get me to change from WY 45 PHA.
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TNTZRVIE D TITH nI did not know of a wage scale controversy in the
Sprin- of 1937.

{contintecT
n] did not attend or know of a meeting on May 11, 1937.

“On the morning of May 12, 1937 someone told me that five miners who
of

e . L -
werec members FiA were expelled becsuse of their activities for U.M.7.4

that Elshoff would nst discharpe the men. No mention was made of an intent
t~ strike that diy. I heard that the men expelled were Andr:w Schrelevious,
Dominic Fasquale, Tony Plotch, €h2rlcs Bohannon and Frank Austin. I worked
211 dzy kay 12, 1937 and upon leaving the mine I was told that the nine

was on strike as Elshoff would not discharpe the five men expelled from PRA.
I 3id not load any coal cars short thot day nor did I see any coal ears loaded

short thet day.

®T do not rember if I signed a Fii petition in the Supmer of 1937
or not. I know I did not sign 2 ULT petition.

nT did not know of the formation of a2 new UMT union in the Summer

%In Sept. 1937 someone tcld me Mine "B" was to open, therefors,

to work on the day the mine was to have opened. Only UMY members
nto the mine so P.A members set up a picket line. I acted as a

picket & few days, but did not sty at the mine as a picket tut a few

dnys as I had work to do at home. No one threatened me if I éid not act as

a picket. I do not know why Pild stop-ed picketing Mine "BY.

#] did not know of an attempt to re-open ifne "BE" in Dec. 1937 ‘and
Jan, 1938.

"I voted in the NLRB election Dec. 15, 1937 for FlA. I thought
this election was fair and I voted at my owvn free will.

nIn the last part of 1939 I received a letter from line "Bt setting

forth Fine "B" was t» open. I went to work a few dzﬁ later. Szveral months
~ bk omm T wmotirmnand £ wmarls Qnd care to m_'v raom at

L UOL A& LT LWL W Wi --..uu_

Mine "BY and asked me tomaid not thrca%n me. A short time
later they returned to my room and asked me to join d. I informed them
I did not want to jsin UMV and they told me they did not need me as there |
sere plenty of ULLT members at Mine B, During 1940 I saw several fights. \
In Feb. 1941 someone cut my clothes up when I was not present. In Feb, j
1641 1 smaw holdine the dosr of a small builcding while some~ne
wos beating A han none inside the building. On the same morning
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DITERVIE - VIT

I sow some UM members beating F a man named
T quit work that day as 1 was afriad

continued > 02%%on. Somctime in the last part of 1940
, came intc the wash house at Mine WB"
and tried to pick a Iig at which time
st-tad that 211 the persons in the w:is

Dec. 16th or they would loose their job,

nI alw=ys went in and out Mine B in 1640 and 1941 vith three or
f-ur PiA members to keep fron being beat by UL

Men T returned to lfnc "BM in the last part of 1939 I did not
notice the results of a fire or any large cave-ins.

wpfter I returned to Kine "I in 1939 the minagement did not seem
t5 be in favor of .cither P4 or UMY, but the mine did not take the PMA

dues from oy Pay.

"On Feb. 21, 1941 I voted at the NIRB election. qa U
man and the Mine "B" bookeeper t9ld me I could not vote as I ~uit Rine "B",
but the novernment man at the poles allowed me to wote even though

and the bookeeper objected. 5o far as I know this election was fair.

nI am now a member of Pila working at the m 1 did
nat ¥ant to become a member of UMA as I did not want 10 to change
from FMA to UMW,

nT have had this statement consisting of six pages read o me
and it is true and true to the best of ny knowledge.

/-

Titnessed:

Special Agent - F.B.I.
Specizl Agent, F.B.I."
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RE: JOHN L. LEAIS, ET AL

é?& L?\’D

INTERVIES FITH e following investigation wes conducted by Special Agents
S ot QU -+ Sprinetioid, Tii-
nois, on “eptember b, .

. hpentes et about 7:00 p.m. went to the residence ofm
m, Springfield, Illincis, and identified msel veg an
expleined tC Lim T urpose of their mission. He advised that he did not
¥now anything ebout the matter, He was then asked if he would wish to answer
some questione end he was told that if he did not kmow the answers he sghould
s0 edvise. -said voluntarily thet he would answer the guestions. He
also szid he never had been arrested.

!anm\rered @« portion of the questions as will be reflected in
the stetement, and when guestioned whether or not he had gone out to Mine "B"
8t any time while the men of the PkA were there on a sit down strike, he maid
he did not lknow anything about the strike, end that he should not have talked
at 511 in the first ple:e. He was then esked if he had been contacted by any-
one in regard to this investigetion, and he denied being contacted. He wus

then t0ld that he need nct answer any further questicns and that Agents would
depart. )

Before leaving he wns recuested to read over the stotement which
he hed furnished up to that time. He did so, end when he came to the part
of the stztement where he snid that he should not heve talked he leughed and
seid he did not think Agents would write thet part down. He was told that
hgents wrote down just what he had said and he was esked if what wes written
down was not £11 true just &s he had eaid it. He told mgents it wog written
down just like he had s2id end that it wes true. &fter finishing reading the
6t tement he mgcin told 4gents it was just what he hnd 82id and that it was
211 true., He was asked if he would tell Agents who had contacted him end
t0ld him not to $rlk sbout this investigation. This he refused to do; how-
ever, &t this time he did not deny thet he hed been contacted.

The following unsigned statement was obteined from—
w—
pringfielcd, .

Sept. 8, 1943,

"I ive this free and voluntary stetement to
& who heve identified themselves e8 being
necial Agents ol the r.B.,l. to me, No force or threats have been used to

give this statement.

*I ws bemm I am at Mine B as & Com~
peny man & have been there since Sepl. . irgt joined U.M.X. when I
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RE: JOEN L. LEJIS, ET AL ke lord

v
PP

(ITERVIEY WITH wes 15 et Illinois & I never have been an officer. I had

Y $Uocn =t Jefferson Mime bsfore going to Hine B & had bsen -
with P.M.i. there., Up till Mine B closzed I never heard of

sny troudble between FiA & ELSHOFF. No ome tried to make me turn over to
U.M. 7. before Mine B closed & I never heard of anyone wanting to get rid
of P.M.h. there st Mine B before it closed in 1937. As far ms I know P.M.h.
men got slong with P.M.h. officials., I wenl very seldom to PuM.A. meetings.
I dontt xnow if P.M.i. men or officials ran the union then. In regerd to
P.M.i. men sent to jail mll I know is what I saw in the popers & I don't know
if they were guilty or not. I don't know s thing about money affairs of
P.M.A. & I don't think they took out any more than any other union did. I
don't know if P.Mea. offciels made reports of the money & 1 don't lmow if
they stole eny or not. Before Mine B zlosed I never saw U.M.W. picket Mine
B & I never saw U.M.7. give out litersture & no one asked me to join over to
U.¥.7. I never heard of any parties betwuen ELSAWF & U.M.W. It makes no
difference tc me which union I belonged to just w8 long as 1 got the union
scule & that is 211 I & interested in. I don't recell of P, working
without & contract at ¥ne B before it closed in 1937 & I never heard or
knew of anyone tel¥iug or compleining 2bout the waeges o money peid them. I
don't remember if I went to & mceting the night before kine B closed or not
es I very seldom went to eny meetings & I £lso em hard of hearing. I was
not at Line B when it closed in 1937 es I was sick for & few deys before but
I heard about it being closed from other men. I mnever heard or kmow of any
men being expelled from P.M.i. During summer of 1937 I nmever signed eny
petitions for P.M.i. or UM.7. & just steyed home. I never heard of any
men from Wine B going to work st the Jefferson Mine. I never heard & atill
don't know why Mine B wes closed down. I don't kmow if I heard ebout Mine
B going to recpen in fell of 1937. But I did not go out during sit down
strike at 811, I got a job on P.¥uie & I don't know when that wes. I
don't ¥nmow nothing ebout anything about the strike & I shouldn't have talked
at £1] in the first place. I ain't going to say enything more. Nobody told
me not to sy a thing & I just don't want to say anymore about it. I gusss
what I have s=id is the truth tut I don't know. I don't want to get in
trouble or lose my job. I just feel thet in my bones & that is ell."”

affirmed that the informaotion herein was correct end true end a5 he oid

it to ngents.“

5 Specinl Agent F.B.I. (Milw,)
7 S8peci~l igent, F.BE.I., 8t. Faul, Minn.
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INTERVIEW WITH
;.
| W
Y ?advised he did mot nave 8 orimingli rec ,
\ sLeng Pud mpesk English welle He would meke & fair wituess. _
‘ furnished the following signed statementy

| s 1.,

' September 5, 1943.

nl’_ I11., make the following
voluntary statenent to and— wham I

know to ve Speoial agerts ol Lhe radcra Bureau ol Investigetion, no

force, threets or promises have been made in ovtaining this statement
end I know that whet I may say may bu uscd in & oourt of law.

T = S
ST

N R —

"I was born in 1 am now
ployed by . and have
been in its € u (S oam 10y Je

of MY st which time I was
1

'".‘L-‘ﬁf)ﬁt R 4 a8 men
mining coal in the state ofm was 4 UG from time to time
t matiNg © in 1932. In 1935 I started to worl

wmtil about“l 1 wes no
for Jefferson Cotl Mine, Springfield, Ill. and I jolned PMA during 193b6.
In the first part of 1936 1 obtained & job mining coal with Mine

3" and
I was employed &t Wine "B" until iy 12, 1937.
R —— . N .

"During the time I was employed et Mine "R" the manhgement
The mansgement did

) seemed to hove been on good relaticns witn FMA.
not seem to disoredit Fiin and the mancgement wus not hostile in sete -
any str r olose=downs when I

tling grievancese
was employed et Mine "B%.
union being opereted for its members, ,

"I thought PMA
mode ngeinst me. I took no ective

no unusutl speciul assessmont

part in union affairs.
"I took mo interest in the bambing ouses.

"During the time I wos amployed ut Mine "B" I did not see
any U4 pickets nor did I see sny (If7T literature being distributed &t

the mine.

@
n P
m
Q
o
o O
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KEs JOUN L. LEVIS, ET aL.

c"77r."./ b7

INTERVITY “JITH "Sanetime in April 1937 JAUES HALE esked me
if I wus satisfied with the woy things were
oOntinuea going at Mine "8". I told him I wes sutise

fied end he seid no more. Nic one mttempted
to convert me fram PMa to WY, 4 short time before May 12, 1937 sane of
the men et Mine “B" inform:d me thet AYIRET SCHRELEVIOUS, DQMINIC
PaSQUALE, PETE CARTER, FRANK AUSTIN, TUNY PLOTCE, JOiv SIRTOUT, EMORY

daliilaY and CHARLES an.:.imrm wars n++amh+1hcn to get them %o ﬂh&naa fram
Bia to WM. I saw the above nemed men tmk*_ng o different miners ’

but they never tclked to me. Bo far &s I kmow the above numed men did
not threcton anvone prior to May 12, 1937, I do not remember if the
ereve named men were oxpelled from Bdu prior to May 12, 1937 for their

netivity or not.

"puring the time I wos employed et Mine "B" I did not see
any offiouls of Wii.

91 do not know of o wago sonle oontroversy in the spring of
1837

14

o no e meeting of Pda on Mey 11$
1937« 1 do not kn

R =

omambea : ing
ir I reoeived notioce of such & meotinge

"On the morning of Moy 12, 1937 I went to work &s usul, Thet
doy sameone told me to losd the ooul ours short, whioh I dide I wes
not told the reuson the oars should have been loaded shorts On the
eftornoon of Mey 12, 1937 I wns told to leave the mine ms thero wts &
strike. I wos not toId the reason for the strikc und I do not know
the reusone. I:did not know of & growing sentiment to strikc thot day.

"I remember signing a Pda petition in tho Summer of 1937 to
have PMa sot us my barguining agente The petition wus brought to my
home by a reprosentotive of P to bo signode I voluntarity signod the

"I did not sign o UM petition in the summer of 1837, nor do
I remcmber signing sny other petitione

"I Ymew of the formotion of & new UMW loocsl in the summer of
1937, I do not remember if I wns ngked to join or nots

"In Bept. 1937 I reccived notice same way thet Mine "B" wos
to open so I went to Mine "3" to pioket is I heard iine "B" was opening
under UM7e I poted as o voluntery pioket fram time to time for about
two monthse I was not prosent when the pickots were enjoined from plake:
ating, ' and it made no difference to me if Pila wus enjoined from pioketing

or note Only Mins "P" mdwerc astod nn nickets xd there wes mo violence.
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RE: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL.

)‘ [age 1
¢ bop
IRTERVIEY WITH "I do not remember Mine "B" opening in Dec.
1937 or Jan, 1938, but I did receive & letter
(continued) sometime in 1537 fram BN inviting ms to join

UMY and if I wanted to work at Mine "RB" 1 bad
to join UMTs I paid no attention to the letter,

"7 wyoted in the W.L.R.3. eleotion Desc. 15, 1937 for Blae. Bo
far a5 I knoow the election was fair and everycns voted as they pleaseds

"I lost &1l interest in Mine "B" aftsr I received employment ,
+: QRN - = o furnish oo
it apEE LT To that dates T

",""I perfer Bl. over W as I do mot like JOEN L. IEVIS and
the way Lﬂdﬁﬁs operated as UiLf is nol operated for its members, where=

as, Pul is operated for its memberss

"I have res? this statement oonsisting of five peges and it ls
true and correct to tha best of my krowledge.

M¥{itnesseds~

; Special Agent = F:BaI.
Speoial *&gent, FeBel.'

=357
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RE: JOSK L. LEIS, ET AL

was interviewed at his

roa—

pitct of ros.aence, which is
by Special Agents
stated he did not have puc

TRICTI.Llo% TiLilLiVe % fagts of instant case. F seens to be an

: into1lic nt individual, but st.oted he had never paid any attention to union

3 affairs and conscguently co.ld furnish no information of value to this case.

' It is not buiieved tha would make &« geod witness for the roason his
infornztion is rather 11l 4t the time of this interview ,-exe-

Sk ; .
cutud the foellowing s

hd

Ay \mvaE. V1T
N ) w

ke
3
"]

.

tSent, 6, 1343

_ 1linois
scke the following v luntary stitement to_
f. of whon have i1dentified thenmsclves as being
§niCiiid epeni® 01 th. Jeder. 1l Burieu of lrvestigation. No threats or promiscs
h.ve been made to induice ne to make & staicrent,

"I )

end camc to the U. 5. in
aio. I stzarted nining coal when

"I vizs born in
I became ¢ V.S, c1tizlill & Ioy ;CLrs
T vies @ boy and joined the U.¥. .. in zbout

nT b licve I was working at Minc B in 1932 when the state went
rro;ressive and at that tine T Jjoined F i,.. I have never cttended nany
union auatings & have never held an office in the union. I ncver used to g
to mony meotings becouse I always lived quite 2 weys fron the union hall.
T didn't huve anything to do with the start of PMa & just joined because
the teojority did, I felt thet the FlL. was a good union and most of the
officers scemed to be good ven. *

"Sinee I nevir weadt to mor nmeetings I don't know angything a2bout
any discussions about weges.in the spring of 1937. I hod heard that sonme
men who were in the Progressives were rcally working for ULILT!, I don't
know the names of any of the men though.

"On the doy of the strike in May of 1937 I vas working as z digger
in box T didn't know the pine vas to po on strike, and that day I went
about Ly job as uwsuzl. 4s I reccli it we were called out of the mine a
little bufore quitting tinc. I come out of the mine and it was then that
I found out t .zt the uine was on strike. I lLicard after the strike that ecme
of thc nen had loaded their cars short, but I don't know vhy they did it.

r
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INTERVIED WITH nT repmenber that a couplie of weeks after
{contimued) T— . the strike, 1 signed some kind of a2

petition for Progressive. 1 don't recall
viecre I simned the petition & I don't remcmber what the purpose of the petit_n
I resembor that after I heard our men were on a picket line at the mine

+ts the ming and e+;unr1 on p'lc}.:t_;)'} rhﬂ'v for

3

a45.
U T hfelsy! o
111 O rb‘ jJ-U\‘I U.L A0 I well t uut uis

three or four doys at first and then I went out Lat .r and stayed thcro until
the al came vith 2 injunction and made us stop the picket line.

-

#- "I ronecber the NLRB election in Deec. of 1937. I voted at that
clection & as fir 25 I'm concarned there wasn't & bit of trouble at that
tige., Ther wasn't any fighting and nobedy threatcned pe at any tine.

T didn't go out to the nine until alfter the minc opencd up in November of
1939. I don't reczll what month I wont bick to work, but know that 1 stoyed

in the Frogros.ives for some time afi.r

o+ K-

warsha

/s T recall it Bohannon carme out to ny housc with & man by the name
of- They asked o te join the (D) and werc nice about it all the time

S, Thew +told mo the rost of the men were g01ng unitnd so T

tliesy were here.  Ther told mo
siened a meborship eard 2t that tinme. I was never threatencd by anyone and
I was never forced to join anmy union. When I went back to work at the

rin- wy box wasn't open & I don't think it has bocon worked since.

"I worked et Minc B until about \JJNIIR 2t wrich tinme I changed

over to Roabody #9.

"Since I wes always . man to mind my own business, I don't have any
definite information as to vhoi causcd the sirike in 18937. &ll I KaoR
is thaot therc were somc men at the ninc who wer. werking for unit-d and the
r.st of the men didn't Iike it., I an not in position to prove & thing
though.

"The above statericnt of four poges has been read to mc by
-& 1 wish to stiie it is truc to the best of my memory."

/s/
¥ . itncsscs

_____ ) "Spceial aounts, FBI
— U. 8. Dept. of Justice®
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o - interviewed at his

residence in I1linois on September 3,
1943 by Specia nd

N became B U.S. ClulZen in He is preczen
. I1iinoite. can speakx
ann uncerstand English fairly well, but during *the pertiine t period

A
-~ took 1ittle interest in activities at Mine "B and did not return to
' work there aiter the strike in 1937. He would be of little value as a

.o _ e | T - 3 3
vitness. He advised he had no criminal rexord.

The following signed staiement was obtained fron —

uSpringfieldy Illinol
Sept. 5, 1943,
"1,

the following voluntary statedsrs
whom I know to be Special Agents of the Federal puraau of lnvestigation
I make it without fear of threat, rorce or promise of any kind,

and came to the U.S.
I became

#] first started working in coal mines in qin
W I :oined the United Mine Workers of America.uiion

I rermained with UMU until 1932. I atarted
bringfield, I1l., in about -

"The 1932 I joined the Progressive line Workers of America
Union in Springfield, because I did not like the national and state
leaders of W% because I did not think they were treating us honestly.
In 1932 they stole a hallot box in an election in Springfield, and
this is one example of their dishonesty. 1 took no active part in the
organization of the Plia locdl in Springfield, Ill., in 1932, and I
have never held an office in any union.

W - in
while mining in
working in Kine

#During the time from 1932 when PHA was organized until the
strike in Fav of 1937, I never noticed any attempts by anv company men
or officials to favor either Ut or PMA and no one ever tried to discredit
the FIA that I can remember. No atileupts were made to get us to Join
Y., During this time I never noticed any attempt of the UNT to

organize at Line "B“ and T did not see any picketing by Wi,
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JOHN L. LEFIS, ET AL
b7¢  bLbo2p

INTERVIET TITH "I remeumber also during this time there
were some bombing cases but I took nc interest
continued in them other than reading about them in the

paper and I know, or knew, very litile
about them, and not enough to judpe whether the frials were fair or not.

"Inring this.time between 1932 and 7337 I considered the PLA

union to be an honest unicn. 1 thoupht tne Pl.s officials were honest and
1l e 3A T 4hSwi- +ha P S s a A
by

b P DS R Al ot nte i~ TP
T did not think the Fli was a racket nor did I think there were

unusual assessments_

W] never attznded any Pl ne2e7.ngs while T was working in
Yine “BY because I lived in sud .t was tco far to go. I did
not, therefore, attend a PLA meeting on Loy 11, 133%, the night before
the strike.

"On Mav 12, 1937, I went to work in Mine "BY as usual.
“hen I went dovn in the mine scme une said we were to load our cars
short that day, and so I did nov }:ad mine as full as c¢ther days. I
noticed that z1l the other cars we.e lcaded short. Shortly: after
that noon, someone told us we were to coume out and so I came out. I
knew we were going out on strike but I did not know why. I had not
heard anything about some FlA men being expelled froam the local for
working for i1¥. I remember soue men, o.e of whom was Frank Austin,
quit the P.A to join U7, but I never heard of any trouble over the
company's refusal to fire some men vho had been expelled from PHA. 1
knevw there was some contract trouble over the wage scale. But several
weeks after we went on strike I heard the reaon was because the company
wanted us to join U}  and would not sign with PllA. This is the only
reason 1 have ever heard for the strike.

"The next time I went back to Iline "3" was about lay 15,
1937, to get some wwages. The only time I ever went back to Mine "B"
vas in Sept. of 1937. The company then tried to re-open the mine but
only about 5 or 6 men went dovm and Flh set up a picket line. I was
in the picket line a few “ays and then went home because I didn't like
_picketing and 1 didn't want to work where they were having trouble.

#later in Sept. of 1937 I went to work at

"o one at any tiumc tried to get me to Join UMW while I
was at Mine "B", After the strike started in Hay, 1937, I may have
signed & FlA petitiom, but I cannot remember definitely. I know I
never signed a BV petition.
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T TeRVIET TITH "I do not know anything about a UL lécal

m being formed in Springfield,in 1$37.
CONLInUE

: "I was in the picket line at

line "B" in Sept., 1937 only a few days and do not know why it was taken
off. I do not know of any happenings after Sept. of 1937 at Line ®B"
except that I voted in an election held by the “atjonal Laboer Relations
Roard in Dec. of 1937 when FHA beat Uit I was not forced cr threatoned
in any way to vote in that election and I believe it was a fair election.

"This statement of five psies has been read to me and it is
ture and correct to the best of uy haclege.

witness

3pecia1 i gEHt, F. BOI.
“pe-ial Agent FBIWY
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RE: JOHN L. LEUIS, ET 4L. )

R S N A

PAN Y
/! " INTER v egm who resides mt
0 % , Springfield, Illinots,
[
W H o

WaS INLEIVICWC 15 home by Special Agents

O < G W - o oo
ttive ENd it is believe@ that he wou.id max: 4 g£Cod wilness inasmuch as he

appoared to Leve & good knowledge of some gartéaant facts in this case, is

retive born ard speaks English well. He ha: n- wown criminal record.

The following signed statemeni was obteined from —

"Soringfield, Ill.
September 7, 1943,

"1, fo vormtarily give the follow-
ing statement To and Special Agents of
the Federal Burcau of Investigetion. No thucats or promises have beon made
to cause me to meke tli, stotenent.

"1 wos born My present address is

I start.d wco..ang 1n the Dowson Mine in Joining
tre United janc workers of ameriecs at that time. I started at e B in
- but was discharged early in I returncd to Mine B in a8 a
digger. I still belonged to UL, & is time. Betveen B =nd 2 the

Tdohoend the Mine B officiels got along finc.

“The Progressive Liine workers of amcrics was formed to get away
from John L. Lewis, “the dictator”. I attended o meeting at Reservor Park
in Springfield wherc the new union was discussed but I took no active part
in its orgenizotion. I never hold an office in PAA or UMiA. I Joined PMA
alcng with ell the other minmers at Mino B. The new Progressive union got
along swoll with Lir. Elshoff. I liked the P because it was formed on
democratic principles, arnd I liked tlc umion officials. I attended about
1/3 of the #4 mectings. The PM4 didn't have as many special mssessments
as Ul :

"During the month or two befors the strike in May of 1537 mbout
& dozen men were "spies™ or Morganizers" by the PMA members who were work-
ing out thore. These men were: Frank sustin, androw Schrelevious, Tony
Plotch, Dominic Pmsquale, Joe albanese, Jimmy Hale, Charles Bohannon, *Bil1l"
Sitrout, Pcte Certer, John (Cotton) anenias, Emory Jacaway, and Harry
McDonald., These men were PMA but they were trying to organize for WA.
It was gossip at the mine that Cherles Bohennon held a card in UNTA while
he was working at Mine B under PlA. T undorstood that a few of tho above
men were discharged but never attended eny mecting ot which these men were
discharged or suspended, -

-
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RE: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL.

LD'7 . 123’740

"I am not able to recall anything about a
woge scale controversy at Mine "B" inm
the spring of 1937.

INTERVIZY WVITH

;
£
F

continue

®] have no knowledge of eny meeting before the strike in which
a strike was discussed,

“Ito morning of the strike I heard i e men talking, while going
dowr in the mentrip, ebout the Mine B co. rot firing the “spies” who had
becn suspended by Fii. The men talked ebout going on strike until Mine B
discherged the suspended men. 1 glso learned about the dismissal of the
"sries" from a notice on the Bulletin Uccrc. at Mine B, On the dey of the
strike I ceme out on top at noon boius. tl.e ceiling was crazking end fell-
ing in my room in Box I weas loatinz ) top waiting for my ride home
vhen cbout 2:15 I sew run ouv s the Zo. cffice and go to the
Enpine Room where he ytlle to stop blasting coal as the
mine was on striks. I then te = and he told me that he
wes celling e strike .cause the Co. refuscd to fire the suspended men.

s2id thet Elshc®f flely vefuszd to fire the men end didn't even
wert to teik ebout it. 4s soou os my dad came up cut of the mine we drove

home,

"] remember Bigning & petition for Filh. It was brought to my
home by— I alsc believe thet I signed another Pii petition
later.

®These alleged spies formed a new UM4 local in the surmer of
1937. Charles Bohannon & Tony Plotch wero officers in this new union.
Cherles Bohennon, Joe Albonese, znd "Cotton™ fnenias ceme to the house
to sce me ond msked me to go to work. I said no because I knew I have to

join WM..4 to work with them.

“"One day I remd in the paper thot Mine B would resume work and
I took my lunch pail and went out. ihen we got there Oscar Falcetti came
out of the office with about a dozen men., Mostly the "spies" mentioned
Falcetti ran bell personally to lower the Pirst men in the
told us pot to say anything &
not start eny urned to Oscer Felcetti end gave him
& good cussing and suid, Tilcok ¥nat you've done®. I remember that "Cottan"
dnanieg got scared ond ran into the office. Falcetti told
that Wf.L had promised him 50 men to open the mine - but ha
feiled. 1 went back home.

above.
CP.EC‘ .

“Shortly afterwards some miner camc to &ce me end asked me to go
up to Hine B ond picket to protect my jobe at first we picketed for about r
wcek out on the old Jacksonville Road for about a woek, Later 1 went back
and stayed on the Mine B property and stayed off and on until we were put
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RE: JOHN L. IE.uIS, ET LlL.

INTERVIEL WITH off by an 1rx,juncti-u The general opiniom
was that P4 was being put out so that UMnA

could cone in and go to work, &fter I left
the mine this time I didn't go back again

"I v~tea in the {LRB eLectlon w'nch t%s Progressives won, by a
i1 the mincs reopened 1
when I

Tohen I returres to the mive in 7939 I still balonged to the
Progressives and I paid a1y ducs to theri, wficr wo returned to work the .
Uoh stole tools, beat up PLL members, our mom shon ted gotting excessive
docks - 211 to got PLL wmen to change over to UMW, During this period Oscaer
Feloctti hired WML men vho were investigated for loyalty. Fo Progressives _
et 81l wer: hired. I .;;vmget becat up right at the Office door /
by Cherles Bohernnon. The reasc: e inte-fered wes that the UM A men

mere supposcd to be currya.ng gun- and the Fli men weren't allowed to go
erred. I hecard thot ™Cudge™ Bumgaruer beat up
ves beat up in the wesh house. I understocd tha ellow Dy The nal
beat him up. Most of the mep whe were beet up were old or we?k

B ihi31ca11y. I heord thot Y v-S s the one who beat up—

"o one threatconcd me, beat me, or stele tool No cone over
-+

T A mmd wmo da el TRE A

approacnea me at the minpe 1o getl B8 WO JO

W - o
came over tc sec me nnd said that R

would sign up vith GuA. I told hin I would whe definitely got the ]
job, but I was only doing it because I felt sorry for I did
sign and then Fwouldn't teke the job. I was POILIGE end plenty |
med but there was nothing I could de about it,.

"Shortly after thot the NLRB held the second election and I voted
P¥A.

"If I hed & free and voluntery choioe I would prefer the Progressive
. Union. , J I
' {

F P Btk wes supposed to get $5.00 a day !‘or/ /
ergeniring out at inc

P during ‘b}{e trouble.
w1 e read the above statement consisting of six pages. The
seme is true and I do hereby sign my neme. :
R ©

ciel n‘t PBI-
cmfehgentfge I.
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL,

ield, Illinois,
ffice by Special

R B I I |
1 PR

CDB:‘.':

F
.
1)

Agent— on September 6, 1943, at which time the following state-

ment was secumd.” reviewed the statement on September 7, 1943,
signed same, and nished a supplemental statement also set out below,

In addition to the information set ovt in the sipned statements
nenticried that one w!.0 was one of the PlA miners
attackec UL/ men, saw nand money to CHARLES BOHANMQ and

I T T 311

others of his group of strong~arm men on vhe property of Mine “3%, |

"3nringfield, 7ilinois
September %, 1343

make the foliamng voluntary statement
whom ; lnom to be a Specizl Agent of the Federal
Jurfauy o0p Jnvestize.'on., No force, thrcats, promises or duress
have been made.

Springfield, Illinois.
ine Mo, 2

] presently reside at
I am empliloyed as altier Creexk Coal
Springfield, Jllinois.

R - o
coal mines at the age of years. 1 first joined the United Mine

Workers of America and cortinued membership in that union wntil
about 1932-

nT went to work for the K¥ine 'B' Coal Company in about
In 1932, along vith the general movement, I gave up my membership
vith the United Mine Workers of america and became a member of the
Progressive lfine workers of America. The Progressive Mine Workers
of America was organized on September 1, 1932. I continued to work
at Mine 'B! up to May 12, 1937. During the period from 1932 to.
1937, to my recollection, there was little or no trouble between the

employees and the employer.

"I was present at the meeting of the Progressive lfine ‘orkers
of America on the right of May 11, 1937 when several members of our
union were expelled. Jhese individuals were expelled because of
their activities for United Mine Viorkers of America while holding ¢
membership in owr union. A4S a matter of fact I was aware of the
fact that something grobably was wrong and that these men were in-
terested in the UMJ prior to May llth, because of the fact that it
seemed as though these men were always getting to their feet on the

[ =g asw Wi L= 4 =
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Re: JOHN L. LEVIS, ET AL.

INTERVIEZ WITH fioor of union meetings and causing arguments. I voted
for their expulsion on the night of May llth.
ontinued

_ "On the morning of May 12, 1937 I went to work at Mine 'B! as
usual and went dovm into the mine at about 7:30 4.1, as was my usual
custom. when I went down into the mine that morning I knew that the PMA
Pit Committes had requested the Mine 'B' Compary to discharge the miners
who hacd been expelled from PMi the night beforc. I also knew that there
had been a disagreemert between the Pit Corrittee, our local union preei-
dent, and the coal company. When I went to work that morming loading
coal I loaded short cars of coal throushout the day because of the fact
that I was dissatisfied with the coa™ con-ary. I was especially dis-
satisfied with the comp=.,y because i. Lic uct immecdiately Zischarged
the men who were expeiled from PMA. It was my u.lerstandirg that under
our contract ard externsions with the coal compary that the company was
required to discharge members who had been cxpelled. I was called out
of the mine approximai:.y -re hour before quitting time by officials of my
wnion. “hereafter I wac of course not employed at iine B! as that mine
vas shut down,

"] recall having sigrned several petitions for the PHMA after
the mire was shut down. I never signed any petition for any other group.

Upon one occasion during the summer of 1937 I recall having met one
at the Victorian Tavern on oth and Jefferson Streets in

PrinLglie told me that RaY EDUIE SN wanted to see me. I
replied t t I did not want to see EDANDSQN., I identify
_as a miner who I last knew to be working at Peabody Coal Company,
Mine #57 at Springfield.

wat, the time of the National Labor Relations Board election
held at the Armory in Springfield on December 15, 1937 to determine
the bargaining agent for Mine 'B7, I assisted in the election in the
following way. During the hours ihat the election booths were open I
stood by the ballot box and watched the voters put their ballots in the
box. I cannot recall having handled any of the ballots before they were
placed in the boxes. I recall during this election that m

ol se narmes of voters from a list. I also reca at on
715 assigned the duty of sceing to it that voters

left the election hall by a different exit than the door through
which they entered. I do not recall any UMi men working at the election.
I recall that a Mational Labor Relations Board Field Examiner by the
name o with another examiner, were in attendance all during
the election and the counting of the ballots, .
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL.

Ll bop

INTERVIEW WITH nifter the election was over the ballot boxes
S S — ~ A dha halTade e A mark s om b el e
[ =} U VLD VO LV e WAL WL VW WL G vaULT e
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—r s ams Y o omle -
nel WiV nt (-4
!Fon mue!’l- I, along with the examiners and other PUA men, sorted
the ballets into three piles, namely those in favor of PM4A, those in
favor of UM+ and those who were not in favor of any union. Thereafter
we all essisted in counting the ballots and earh man recounted all the
b=llols in ~rder to check to see that the count was correct.

] wish to hers state that to iy lkrowledge there was no fraud
or dishonest cowni on the part of anyone in conneciion with the election.

"1 reczll thet Zduring the 0ec .00 CHARLES BOHANNG! came into

o]
:

the election hall and handed an envel pz Yo Field Ixaminer [0 I

do not know what was in the envelope.

#Tn about S»ztember 19237 I beoanz

—I recall having Lai ssverai meetings wilh olI1€1als of
the Yine t'2' Cozl Ceompany. aiong W.ta other comitteemen, our wnion

president and other district officizls, Thesc méetings concerned de-
mands for rctroactive wages due after april 1, 1937; concerned attempts
to negotiate a gortract with Mine 'B' and concerned attempts to have the
mine reopened.and werked by members of Piiv. I irish to statc that all
of our regotiations, whether with C.RL H. ZLSHOFF, or
0SCaR FalCETTI, were of no avail. Their answers to our demands were
cither evasive or they wonld put us off, or would say that the times
werc bad, there was no maixet for coal, and that they could buy coal
cheaper than operate thecir orm mine. On one occasion, I, along vrith

. went to Mine Bt for t Urpose
ol negotiation. g Sav : sl @Y, FRANK AUSTIN,

A | T L.~ ey Tm s gm o e e P eyt S P NN o "
trimming the mulcst hoofs, I knew tiacse men to be members of UM,

we asked F.LCETTI why they were working and he said that they vere not
rorking; that the mine company was giving the old mules to these menm,
I have been showm a photostatic copy of an affidavit made before

llotary Public, signed and swom to on January 18,

~

Yy
This affi : el MALLCI S, mish to state

at this time I can recall the conversation concerning the old nules
appearing in paragraph 2 on page 2. The statement there is true and
correct to the best of my kmowledge and belief, UHowever I cannot
recall at this time other matters contained in this affidavit, I have
iritialed the back of the third page of the photostat exhibited to
me, along with Special agent -, on this date,
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8T recall that some five or six wecks before Mine 'B*
reopensed in 1937 as an open shop that the committeemen
and officials of Py, including mysclf, attempted to

MTERVIE. WITH

ortinued

negotiate a contract with CaRL H. ELSHOFF but that all he would talk
about was opening tne rane on an open snop basis,

"on the ‘%aturdqy vefore the mine whisle blew (November 6, 1939},

LER BISEL, attorney for the Mire 'Bf Coal Company, came to the off‘ices

of the Pl and advissd us that the mine whistle wnuld blow on the \lﬂnd&'ﬂ"

morning, Noverber 6th, and that all erployees who did not appear within
two days would lose their right to a joh.

nT reported for work that Monder rorming and was given my old
job back.

I did not go to work underground
for about a weck, I assisted in getting the men placed and in making
up the waitirg list of thosc men vho had nc place to work whnen ihe mine
first opened, The names of the men vho had no place to work were put
in 2 hat, drawn from the hat, and placed on & waiting list in the order
draym, --hen I went down to my place in the mine as a coal loader I found

it in buuau;uua.a;.a.‘y +he same condition as when I left it almost two

and one-half years before, I was ablc to load ceal the first day I
was at work, S

nDuring about the first part of July 1940, after the mine was
in about normal opamtlng capacity and after all men had been placed,
the UL/ began to organize on the

¥ire 'B! rty. On July 8, 1940,
after JOE .LBMESE, TONY PLOTCH, ﬂ CH.RLES BOHAERQN and
others had openly solicited HMine 'B! cmployecs on mire property, request-

ing them to join UMe, I, togethcr with othcr members of the Mine Com-
mittee, including M protested to OSCaR
FLLCETTI. We pointed out that the privilege of doing organizational
viork on mi:ae property had been denied to PM. men. _I knew that the IR

men mentioned above were doing organizational vork because I actually

sav themmwfﬁmny pointed
out to F.LCETTI UM/ men with application books on mine property. He
told me,; 'I'm just working here., I can't do anything about it,-l .

"except for 2 few mule dnvers and other miscellaneous UMJ
men who were hired earlicr, the company, after July 1940, began the prace

tice ii emiloﬁg new men brought to Mine 'B' by UM organizers, I have
saen ring at least eight or ten prospective employces to
the office of hunoitl.. F.LCETTI would ask them for their mining papars

-
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Re: JOWN L, LEWIS, ET AL.
brc
51D
INTERVIEW WITH and social security cards, He would then give them
check numbers and jobs. At one time I knew the names
ontinue of many of these individuals and made records of these

names, which I turned over to the officers of the district. However I do
not have the records at this time and cannot recall the mames of such em—
ployees. During this same period of time I know of one Progressive who
had a card who was signed up at this time, Th.is was Ve also
signed up ore young boy who did not have a card, but whose father was &

Propressive, This was the son of

mupriy of the Progressives whns~ names 1 cannnt at this time recall
made applications for jobs in the oifice of line 'B' during this time
but were turmed down, &t one time there was a gruup of rrogressive miners
from Taylorville who came up every noming ard applied for jobs but were
always turned down,

"About June 28, 194(_was employed at Mine 'B' as
an zirT man Av 4T +-..-u=. iy, fa ) s emoioved another air man, Pre-

dall diTr Mmalle AL TINS5 TLine LAlc 4180 £hngioyec an alr mAar

of the air man, d not “ake over the regular duties of an

vious to this time lare t2' had only employed one air man.m
air man at the t“w&s eriployed, continued to do the wor
vern

air man but instea rough the mine from room to room and place

to place. Air men usually do not go from room to room. as
without doubt doing organizational work, although he never did ap-

proach me. !

~ [

1

son July 1, 1940, just as I was coming out of the wash house J
or. the mize property* a UMJ organizer, came up and struck
me in the mouth with ist. #5 a resulc of this blow it was neces-

sary for a company doctor to take a stitch in my upper lip. After th:.s
blow I wish to state that WEEEEEER:: I went across the tracks and off
of company property, where I gave hin & beating. did not come
back to the mine for some time and never did actually work there. I
had reported this incident to FALCETTI. I do neot know whh

at that time did not retum to work. I do know, however, at a
later date did return to the mine property and was involved in
physical violence against PM.J men just prior to the election in
February 1941.

®jpon more than one ©CCAS10N WhHEN OUr Wnion was having meet-

Yl
ings on the second and fourth Fridays of every month at our meet:.ng hall
on Sixth and washington Streets, men vhom I recognized to be members of
UM woule congregate in front of our hall, Soumetimes thess UMW men would
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL.

VI &) N

N

INTERVIES WITE just stand in front of the meeting hall and watch
who went in and out of the hall, Other times they
onLLinue would talk teo men entering and leaving., On one

occasion, I believe 1t was ¢n July 31, 1940, I saw M%mding
1n front of owr meeting “all with an open knife.in his . that

occasion %he ity Police came and took the mife away from
police were called on the complaint of was arrested
but the trial postponed from time to time, Yy > BOHANNON
came to me and said he would pay the cosus of this case if the matter
could be dropped. He did pay the costs and the matter was dropped.

T another ocnasion it wa. recussary for me to drive PMA
members home from the meetings, and C.FLFS BOHANHNI, in his car, fol-
lowed me. This was in the wintertime and the car v.'indows were frosty
so that I could nov see the identities of the oiher men in BOHANNON 's
car, Hovever I do e that there were three other men in the car,

He persisted in folloiing me &l the police finally assisted me in tak-
irg these miners heme. This c¢2r folloved me around the city hall square
several tines mtll_ who was in front of the meetirg
hall, saw what was happenlrig, gave r=2 the signul to continue on and
then called the police,

"Freguently on the morning aftor one of our Plla meetings
the Mfm organizers who had been in front of the meeting hall the night
before would approach P members and attempt to have them join the
Ui~ union. When these men would not join numerous incidents would
occur where dirt was thrown in the PMa miners' cars or their check
numbers would be taken off of their cars. I cannot recall at this
time the names of the PM. men who lost check weight tags or had dirt
throvm inside their cars. I do, hovevir, recall that on two days
just shortly before the election in 1941 there vwere forty or more cases
of check weight tags missirg from PLa employees'! cars. I do knov that
at this sanme time on two ovccasions my check numbers were removed fronm
my cars and I've never received any pay for the loss of those cars.

*] wish to here state that some of the UMY members who did
appear in

frort of our meetirpg hall included TONY PLOTCH, CRARLES
s, QN

qhad a working place in Mine '3' very near
to mine, On about august <,

40 came to me and complained

that had been to his room and called him a son-of-a-bitch, |
Ito that since that was all that had happened, he
ought to go back to work and forget about 1t, Llmost immediately l

returned and told me that- had hit him in the mouth, ;
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Re: JO}N L LI-I!JIS, Fory .
L"‘7 Cr JE’?L&J
was not obviously bruised. However I

from his work place to the parting
boss, to see that he

DT
v .
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took
and told

{Lontinued

ot to the bottom, to put him on the motor, and see Supcrintendent OSCAR
FICETTI and tell him what happened., The next morning I called this
matter to ¥.LOETTI's attention, at which time he promised to see to it
that nothung more would happen to after FALCEITI's promise
nothing more did happen to

n] yrish to state that on more Lhan one occcasion I talked with
OSCAR FALCEITI, ¥ane '3t Superintenden~, ofricially, as a member of the
Pl Pit Committee and requested FAJUZ'TI -0 permit me and my vommittee
the privilege of conducing orgslizal onal activity on Mine '3' property.
I was particularly interested in this and repectedly pressed the paint
with FALCETTI beczurz of the organizaticnsli e:iivity which the UMT men were
engaging in. On each :ccasion FALCETTI tuld me that the PMs would not
be allowed to conduct wzay orga-izational work at Mine 'Bt!., This occurred

during 1940.

"Tne injunction issued b, the United States District Court pro-
nibited PMA from engaging in any aciivity at the mine, However, upon
no ocecasion did FaLCETTI base his refusal to allow us the right of or-
ganizatiounal work upon the basis of the federal injunction,

"I have been shown a photostatic copy of an affidavit subscribed
o on the 12th day of September 1940 by
. This affidavit pertains to a conleren

held on July 12, 18th, 23rd and 29th between representatives of FMA
and Yire "' Coal Company when protests were made by our group about
the intimidation and coercive acts of UMY organizers. At this time
¥r. CLSHOFF denied knuwledge of such acts and said it was agairst the
policy of the coal company to permit such activities or any activities
tenalng tu further the interests of any organlzatlon on the property of
the !4ne 'B' Coal Company. This affidavit is true and correct to the
best of my knowledge and belief, In connection with this I wish to further
state that upon one of my meetings with CARL H. ELSHOFF I told him that
he ought to pgo over to the mine and find out what was going on. I made
this remark to him after he had denied krowirg of any of the organiza-
tio.al work on Mine 'BY property, I have initialed, along with Agent
the back of this photostat and it is dated September 6,

1945 O ulle back,

"7 wish to state that ngm‘as exhibited to me a transcript

of testimony which I furmished on February ll, 1943 to Special Agent
of the Internal kevenue Bureau, I have re-read
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Re: JOMN L, LEsIS, ET AL,

INTERVITW WITH this statement at this time and wish to here state
i that the information contained therein is true and
(Continued) correct to the best of my knowledge and belief.

ayo initialed page 10 of this statement, along with Special Agent
, on September 6, 1943,

"] wish Lo refer to the affidavit of
sworn to on Augus 940 before

1eld rXaminer of ihe Wational Labor Re;atlons Board. This al-~ |
Ancre 4 s-t oe *ihat f‘ADT T HAWR bbﬁr] |T r‘rh"" 4+ hanls +homo awvanr If'i.l.l |

a contract -signed at this mire and I xr._ght even default the payroll!
have been shown a photostatic copy of this affidzvit by Special Agent
n He and I have initialed it under date of September 6, 1943.
n acuition to the i1nformation contaired in this affidavit 4 wish to say
that this meetirg with CaRL ELSHOFF took place at Mine 'Bt when the
Progressive Commttee was attempbing to negotiate & contract and dispose
of grievance cases. Fit Committee would always talk to
LISS0FF whenever we cou inc¢ him and this was one of those occasions,
I wish to state that before a hesring of the lational Laber Helations
Board I testified as appears in the zirstant menticned affidavit., There-
after the next day CaRL LISHOFF spoke to me personally at the rine and

let me know in no uncertain terms that he did not like my testimony of
thc day before, before the National Labor Relations Board.

"Special Agent m has exhibited to me a photostatic
Mffidavit subscribed anda sworn to on august 8, 1940 before
Field bLxaminer. Matienal lLabor Relations Boarda and sipned

This affidavit substan-
tiates iniormation given above s statement relative to the dif-
ficulty of rrogressives securing employmen: during 1940 at Mine B!,
This affidavit is true and correct and I have placed my initials along
vith those of Asent on the photostatic copy, and have dated the same
September 6, 1943.

s 2%

"In either December 1940 or January 1941, one day when four other
miners and i were going to work in my car and my wife was driving, CHARLES
BOHANNON came along in his car, tooted the horn, and then attempted to
side-swipe the car we were in., However he was not successful and went

on dovm the road,.
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL.

}075/ b7.p

INTERVIZW LITH "About January 27, 1941 I went to FALCEITI's office
to take up some grievance cases with him, and while I
onit1nue was in the office several men came in complaining that

s¥oiw toanle hac been stolen. _In the meantime a fshot firer!,
tools had been stolen so I

tuid . my tools ard
m_ the boss out Lherc, Lo see about them. I was told
not to go covwn an the mine by m who I knew to be &
strong-arm man for UMy, and he sai a 1S wWas a warning.

"The day after ny tools were stolen I decided I wanted to go

into the mne and see for myself what Lapxened to tools., I entered

the wash room and was changing my r 2 hel when and

several others walked u. to me and—ca 2d me a son-cl-a=-9itch
ir

+hen $+f"‘” st me. bt

hitad W ML AW R g -

and told me I cou¥¥i s work there ary mcre, B
7 got away from all of chem. I was dressid only in my underwear and
wae bare-footed but I ran out of the wasn house and into the yard.

The ground was coversu iith 127 at this time. I met FaLCETTI in the
vard and told mam vial nad hanpned. He took me intoe his office

21.¢ told the Sheriff to take me cver Go the wash house to get my
clothes. Under the dDheriff s protection I changed my clothes, but

this protection was then wnnecessary because the group had already
broken up.

“The next day I came back to the mine and some of the men were
complaining that their clothes had beencut up, so the Sheriff and I went
into the wash house. I looked at my clothes and my shoes and everything
vore cut into ribbons., These clothes were all gathered u - taken to
the States mttormey's office, That same mornang I saw *
ard asked him about my tools and hc said they were all gone. )

nim T had two kegs of povider down in the nire, which I had to purchase

mys 1f, and for him to look aficr them for me. The two kegs of powder

were found in my box in the minc anc the company paid me for them,

"Between the time my clothes wcre cut up and the National
Labor Rolations Board flection, I went back ard forth to the mine each day,
and not. entering the mne as a coal loader.
WET LNE hational +“abor Heineluns Board election determired the UM to
be the sole bargainirg agent, I walked out of the job and have never
viorked at Mine '8! since, It was my desire to maintain my membership
in PMi rather than to becone affiliated with UM, I never atiempted %o
obtain Ul membership and instead sought employment in a Progressive mine.
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Re: JOMN L. LEJIS, BT AL.

| ,
27¢c 62

TNTERVTFy YIT! "I have read the above statement consisting of
fifteen pages. I understand the mearing of all words
{Vontinued) and phrases uscd therein and wish to state that to the

best, of my krowledge this statement is true and correct,

/5 / —

Titnessed;:

/s /G
VR

Siecial mgents, Foceral 3ureau
of Investigation.®

"Springfield, Illinois
September 7, 1943

"I, pzke the following supplemental volun-—
tary staterment to who I kiow to be a Spcecial Agent of the
Foderal Bureau of Investigation. This supplementary statement is made
by re in view of the fact that whilc reading my fifteen page statement,
dated ot Springfield, Illainois on September 6, 1943, T recall the follow-
ing additional pertinemt information which I desire to furnish,

nSometime in January 134l and before the 1’?thmet
me in the close gquarters betwsen thu swinging doors at tho crirance
to the wash house. He asked me what L got him fired for and mzde a

tpass' at me. I ducked and hit him. Thorealtcr (EEEEESSEEnd a2 group of
in

M thugs gathered the mine office along witH gﬁerii’f's dep;ﬁ-:ijgs.

At that tmq spoke up and said, 'You big brute. I came out
to get you and that's what I'm going to do.f A Deputy Sheriff warned
him he was making threats and the matter was dropped at thatetime.

nSometime during the morth of January and betwuen the 10th
and 17th of that month, 1941, CHHaRLES BOHANNN,
Superintendent OSCAR Fi , C ELSHOFF and I carnot reca

whether or nut—ﬂas present, met in the mine office, W
spoke up to the abovi-mentioned group on this morning and said e
local UMT union had received word from the International Union that
January 17, 1941 was the deadline for the men in Mine B to sign up

with Uii, and that any miners who had rot signed up by that time would
be met on the lane leading to the mine. They would be allowed to go to



Re: JOHN L. LwIS, ET AL. L Ve -
< 47p
IET B WTTH work at the mine if they could get through the lane
3 without havirg their 'caboose shot off!., He also
ortinued) said that it could be that there might be another

Herrin massacre. LLSIOFF spoke up and said that he did not care to have
arythirg of that kind go on on the mne proper*y, and said he would bhe
tnere the morring of the 17th to see that n. th.ng like that happened. I
was at I1re B on the norming of January 17th and nothing of the nature
threatencd by took place., However, I did notice that EISHOFF
was rot orn the Min operty that morning, \

"] have read the ebove stslemon. consisting of two pages. I
understand the nmeaning of all werds and jhrases used tnerein and wish to
state that to the beat of my mowlcedze thiis statement is true and correct,

o/ S

miitnessed:
/s/
!pecia! agents, Fcderal 3wreau of

Investigation, Springfield, Illinois v
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Re: JOH. L, LEWIS, ET AL.

A : , EI AL bre b D

K :

i INTERVIES WITH W ILlinols,
o _ was jointly 1n § residence on

.gert s NI _

6, 1g43 h-u' anl_l ™
sked, stated he

S ber
— was cooperat.:we answered THIOET ot

eft line "3" as he feared being injured if he remalned and worked as &
member of Pla. He executed the following statement: '

H Nlinois
epvemoer 6, 1943

rake the f ollowing volwmntary
I know to be

’ nxxum s

rvastigatien, U. §.

‘-
e

‘ /
~

—

¢ ahe

llI’

oL - F Y
DLGUELJVIIU 1Y)

Special Agents o
Department of Justlce.

Ang

ederal Bureast o

+

T

J1linoas, I was
I am presently
‘fine #4, Sprinpfield, Illinecis a
J1lineis in
wmder the United

e ]
4 LICVYELD

e Fanther Crezk

employe
joined a2 mire wmion at

a dipger. I first
This was at the
Mire Lorkers of amcrica, rcierre. vo nereinalter as Uldi.
held an office in any mine wnion. I worked in four or five mines

field, Tllinois area as a member of the MY/ belween

in the ‘Sprin
# In I went to work in Mine B, Springfieldq,
1ir015 and worked continuously there wntil the rmine closed on
1 went back to work at Ifine B in Fovember, 1937

May 12, 1937.
when it began opcrating on an open shop bacis. I worked as &
member of the Progressave line uorkers of america, referred to

hereinafter as the P4, vhen I returned to mine B in November

1539. I continued to ork there wntil about January, 1941, 1Th6nf!
I qult!. ) !

;

n.s I have stated, I jeined the UL/ in d continued
to be a member of that wion wntil 1932, In September, 1932,
I voluntarily joined the Piii when the operator at Mine B signed
a contract with the PiA., I joined with the rest of the miners

of my ovn free will, I have continued to be a2 member of the PMA
wmtil the present time.

"] feel that the Plii is a good wion. The Pili officials
and the members of that wion have gotten along in a satisfactory
manner, and 1 feel that this wunion’s officials have handled the
wmion matters prop.rly. I took no active part in the formation

of PIA.
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Pos JoB L. LIS, ET AL.

nInasmuch as I do not live in Springfield
. 1 attended very few union meetings and do not
take an active part in union affairs., Prior

to 1932, as far as I know, Elshoff maintained cordial relations with UMY,
The relations between Elshoff and Pl» from September, 1932 to April, 1937
were alsc satisfactory to the best of my knorledge. During this period,
neither ecishoff or Falcetti gave any indicat.icn they preferred one union
over the other,

YFrom Septenmber, 1932 to april. 1937 I do not recall that any
Uk.. literature was distributed a* the ri.» or that there was any W&/
picket line at the mine juring tidc .egriol  however, 3o the Soring of
1937 there were some P'Y' members who "erz &:;itatirg at the minc against
the Pua., Thess men are ramed as follows; Jog .lbencse, Jchn Cotton,
or ananias, John Sirtous, ~udrew Schrelevious, Jmwnic Pasquzle, George
Dt o Moyt » Twanl A-vc-d4n Charigcs Rohannon,

T~ rexy Hom ar Tonma g
UL varuel, JSTANA Ao Ul ITive N0 iy

'ah ol
vulLdaiiy g il v

James dale, Tony Flo

v, snort time before the rine closed in lfay, 1937, I attended
a P~. meetirg at the P4 unicn hall in Springfield and as I reeall,
Charles Bchannon, James Huic, Cotton .nanias and Doninic Pasquale and
szveral others wiere expelled from the PLL as they were charged with
disloyzlty to the PL., but I don't recall the cxact charees. I at-
tended the Pila meeting on the naght of May 11, 1937. I learned of
this mectirng by vord of mouth at the tims. 4l this meeling some more Pla
members were cxpelled but I do not recall the identity of the men or the
charges.

n,t this timc I heard that the above menltioned group of men were
cortacting mincrs working st ifirc 3 2vd trying tc get +them to join the
Uil,. However, they ¢id not contact mo.

"Regarding the wage scale controversy, 1 am not fully familiar
'vith the details of it, but as I recall, Elshoff Claimed his contract
with Plt. did not contain a retrouctive clause. The Pil. officials stated
that the contract dig contain such a clause snd I was expccting some
back pay whici I have never received. To my knovledge, dshoff did not
take any action to stop the activities of the UMJ orgarizers at the
mine prior to its clesing in Iy 1927. The PM. expelled about twclve
to fourtecn of these men and askcd Elshoff to discharge them as they were
no longer members of the union. ilshoff refused,
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Re: JOiN L, LoWIS, T aL.

"on May 12, 1937, I worked with indrew

D TTRVIEG WITH Schrelevious and since he was one of the men
expelled from Plfn, I knew that Elshoff had not
Yo Loy aid any attention to che Pll. request to dis~

charge him and the othcrs. I never saw any cars loaded short and knew
nothiing about it. when 1 saw that Schrelevious was working, I loaded one
car, taer: quit working and left the mine,

"I recall signing a Pl petition in the summer of 1937 but I
co not recall what it was about, I worked in the Pi. picket line at
“Yane B for fifty-sizx days and nights.

4T wont to the mine ail throo tines it atteopted to re-open. 1
¢e not rocall hov I received notice it vas going to re-open. The only miners
pecar Fzleetti would 1et go dovm into vie =ine to work were Ul members and
since they cid not have cnough Ulj+ men, the mine ncver opened, These U
members Were nen who hacd i‘or:.q-;.‘ny rorkGe thore and whose nanes are pon-
tioned in this statument sob forth cbove,

"In Hovembsr, 1939 when th: mine opencd, 1 started viork again in
¥inc 3. From that tlmn on, the Ui had orpganizers in the mire, Sometine
in 1940, Charles Bohannon contactued me in the mine several tires and asked
nc to join the UMy, but 4 refuscd. Later, he contacted me and said he
cxpoeted me to join the Uidv latoer aftor the rest of the nmen signed up. I
to0ld him he would have to keep expecting. Latcr on, I was in the wash
housc one morning ard Chzrles Zohannon,

vere sitting on & bench topcther. I walke 2
called me¢ a Son-of-a-bitch and threw a lighted c1~aretto in my face. 1
know he did this because I weuld not sign up with the Ui/, I had no other
kind of trouble with him, othcr than this wnion trouble. I recported this
to Falcetti and he ignored it. I went dovm in the mine in the same cage
with Bohannon and as I ot off the cage, Sohannon said he was going to
scften up my head. I still refused to Join the Uf and told him mothing
doing'., . miner nane as in the cage at tls time, and
hcard this conversation. On another occasion, while I was in the wash

house “ (phonetic), a Ulw nmember vho vas not even vorking at
Mine B said, ierc's one thing, these men will not be herc very long'.

I s2id I might bc in the mine for some time. I kmew he was trying to
start trouble, and I report.d at to Falcetti., Later, F'xlcetti got

and brought him to Lhe office and ‘ho viere
0 s perbers cane vith them, denied ™ 1g < statcement, and
hsaid in front of Falcettl, you have been looking
for trouble for a long time and you are golng 1o get it.! Falcetti made {
no coment and refused to take any action, oShortly thereafter, in the

first part of January 1941, Charles 3ohannon and beat up
in the wash housec. was on the outside
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Re: JOHL L. LEwIS, LT .L.

b Lo

of the wash house¢ holdi:.g the door shut so
zould rot get out, & day or so

5y A went to Malcetti with the PN, Pit

Committec to ask for protection and he refused to take any action. The
I -vent in the mine and found my shovel missing and then 1 went
had been a Pl mumber, but had been threatened

next day

intc joinirg the Wb, alier having been apprcached four or five times to

join the i, -old me to leave his room as thc UL/ were out to get

rv ard hi said ne nied beun told not to associate with and P4 members. 1
room and hc ez2ve re to wnderstand he did not

vent iﬂfo
want me 8 DhLS Toome At this tinc, I felt I would be injured if

"I voted in the FLPR elcction oa Ducember 5, 19327 and thought it
was fair in every respect. I voted in thie soaond I'LHB clection in February
1941 and fclt the electinn vias fair, but the men had been mode to sign up

vith U before ti. elcc.ion,

"I want to add that T wos further threntened by the WD in January,

1941 because some of the UM/ men cut up ry working clothes and shocs during

ths nizht, They werz cut up So badly I could not wear thowme Tae soles in
Several other Pl members had

the shoss were cut from the uppir part.
tavir clothes cut wp ot the sam time. We roported this to the P, District
Of fice and later to the States uttorney's office in the Cownty Building,

Clrs e - e 85 A1 A TI1Tamns e
DHEILLEL LGy LdadliVio.

1] made tywio affidavits at the Pl District office in connection
one of thesce affidavits conccerned

with the tactaecs of the Ui orgzanizers.
threat mentioned above. I do uct reeoall what the other

was agut.

#T know plshoff and Filcetti favored the Ul but I nevor heard
thup say so, and I imew this bceaus. the M orgﬂmzcrs mentioned in
this statomont werc s.en by me in the Coupmny office of lanc B uur:Lng
thc Spring of 1937 while I was at the mine, This was wnnusual, because
ordinary miners do not hang around the Company office.

"7 have ecarefullw read the fully understand the five and one

he truth to the best of
have becn made to induce

half pages of this siatcment which contains t
my knowledze. MNo threats or promises of any kind
mc to mzkoe this statoment.
A
Witnesscd: | Y
/s/ —
iﬂciul .ient F.B.I.

5/

opccial .gent r.B.I.®
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Re: JOHN L, LEVIS, ET AL )0_,)& .
b

) interviewsd by opecial
It should be noted

, ana|-on !ep!em!ar 2, 1943,
nks been very cooperative since the inceptio this
investization and has upon request furnished .
ol mAaterial agsis- -

,“ \ - — .
. \ F Progressive Yiners of Amorica, whl ,4.‘-'\
. o6 11 La( Sourse of this investiration to date, L“P :

niwn TESPeCw
statcment, which he execuled, 11 ehoulc be noted that he was b!rn in !E!

United States, llowever, this convictior mey ratcrielly affeot his citizenship
status, In the even* is callzi as & witness, he will be very
cooperative. Yo is intcliigent and prieents a pleasant appearsnce, He will
be able to testify as to tlie facis set 2us ia the nllowing sizned statement,

Las some orizimal netes and mumoarand. upeon which to base his

LR

INTERVIE™ T ITH

3
g_

EZ‘

rcco CCulons,

"Springfield, Illinois
Septembhor 2, 1543

"I , maks the following voluntary statement to
Special Agcnts

ar ¢ —f‘ the Federal Bursau of
Investigation, |

wy - DR S —
'1 and

&m
Illinois. M Preses o5id
Springficld, Tllinois,

et

r
(=]

a mcmber © e United Mine workers o 2 gince
when I started working in the coal mines., I continued regularly in my
employment as a coal mincr at Minc “BY at Sprineficid under Mr. ELSHOTF's
mansgement wntil The reason
for my discharge a y O5C ETT1 as engaging in
ulion ectivities on the mine property and which, he said, had teken place on

-, At that time I belonged to Local 332403 of the United Mine Workers
of !gcrlca. This local had some difficulties with the International under
JOEN L., LLWIS and District ¥o. 12, which wes undor & semi-provisional
government, Our local union beecause of these difficulties was retaining all
the dueg collected within the local itself.. At that time we had some
difficulties with CARL ELSHOFF because he was holding up & .certain amount
of dues that were being deducted from the pay of the miners end would not turn
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL

»
(continued

by b4

it over to the Financial Secretary of the local. I was active amcng those
kho trics &2 ctreighico Litppetter out with k-, ELSHOFF. h
and because I was active in e local &t
oo o05s With the International, my case never handled
aggressively on my behalf by the United Liine Workers! Board kiember.

"On July 1, 1§32
was during this period th~ the mircz went out on sirike pending
pegotintions with the Scale Committee fer the contrect, the old contmot
having cxpired on March 33, 1332, apd it wos &t this time that JOHN L, LEWIS
wanted to institute & ~c¢w wage scale, which was considerably lower than the
old contract scale. Tnis new waga scale was presented for & referendum vote
of the miners of the 3tocte of Iilincis sometime in July, 1932. This
referendum resulted in the rejecvion of the wapge scale., It is my under-
standing that JOHN L, LEWIS was then called in by District No. 12 officials.
There was & sccond referendum, which wes eround August 10. During the
course of the voting of the second relfrrendum; it was apparcnt that the
proposed wage scale would again be defeated. However, bofore the resulte
could be tabulated, the ballots werc stolun 21logedly by LEWIS end his
followers. LEWIS then declared an emergency and signod the contract with
the cporators. This led to & revolt of the miners in Illinois, which was
at tha*t time practically 100%.

It

"Therc were & scries of meetings at Sprincfield, Taylorville,
Gillespie, Benld and at cther plocss in the District, which finally resulted
in the convention at Gillespie and the form-tion ol the Progressive Miners
of Amcrice on Septembor 6, 1932, During that time I was active with the
movemcnt to form the Progressive Niners of Americae. }/

"It was in September, 1$32, that Local #54 was orgsnized at
Vine YBY, which was Progroessivé. A vote was taken from the cmployees
this mine to see whothor thoy would be United Mine Workers or Progrossiv

Miners., Only onc man votad to go United Mine Workers. All the reat of

approximately 450 employwes votsed to go Progressive.

"Sometime in September, 1932, 1 had a conversation with CARL
ELSHOFF, owner of Minc "B". I was meeting with ELSHOFF, accompanied by
someone else from the Progressive Miners, an official whose neme 1 can't
recall at prosont, trying to negotiste with him relative to a contract,
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Re: JOHN L, LETIS, ET AL

b') c__
Yo
b p

on our nezotiations had been completed, CARL ELSHOFF said to me,

do you think wher this mine opens vp it will open umder tha
059“ 1 seid, "I sure do." ELSHOFF said, "For your information, '
¢ will not work Progrssslve I think that officlal w38

.
______ e md AL A oad ('-.-.Jnn.f d Tl'l-!-nnie a-l-

px‘ebwnuly IU’B.L dHE 87T SRRy 3 PR i) —

ogrc:s
thls

"About the middle of October, 1(32, wc obtained the comtract from
FLSHOFF ond the mine oponcd, being work22 by the Procressive Miners of Americe
effiliated with Loecsl 54
& §iof

CO undo h
egreement, wnich mcant taz emrloveas outside of theggosses ggsitgggge
members of the Progressive Miners of Americe to work at that mine. During
this period, the relationship bertwasen the manegement of the mine and the
Progressive Miners of America appeared to be good. The mine operated
regularly and all grievances werc settled in accordance with established
procedure,

"During 1935 ond 1936 I, along with other loyal Progressives, bogan.
to teke note of the cctivities of certain men who were members of our union

Local 54 st Mine "B™. Those men were: DOMINIC PASQUALE, CHARLES “BOWLING "\
nnTTN nnr*amrnm JOE ALRAFESE, alias Sam anﬂmm FETE FA?’PWR AYDREW

AT Ll et Y EEAYEY T R dad il AR LT g R e e S v W —nemremandt E

SKRCLEVICUS, JAJES FALE, EkuRY JACA'.AY, GEORGE JAC!WAY JOMI SIRTOUT. JOHN 1;
LAWANIAS, A. J. PLOTCE =and FRANK AUSTIH. i

"Tho attitude of thcse men first bucame noticed in regular meetings i
of Locel 54 because of their disruptive and antagonistic tactics,

"Their activity among tho men at Mine “BY, howevor, bocame very
noticcable in the Spring of 1937, The contract which the Progressive Miners
of America had with ELSHOFF as an indepondent mine operator expired on
Mcreh 31, 1937. A supplemental agreement was signed extending that contract
until negotintions could be completed with the State-wide Scale Committee
by the reproesontatives of the Progrossives, At this time theso men etarted
an agitation, saying thet the management would nover recognize the retro-
active features of any new wage sotle that was eccepted. Thesc men, namely:

CARTER, SKRELEVICUS, FASQUALE, PLOTCE, AUSTIN, ANANIAS ond others, had yellow
sllis of paper which they said worc given to them byq
«hich stntod that ELSEOFF would not recognite O

e ——
active featurcs of tho contract. They stated that this yallow paper had
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IVTIRVIC, ~I1TH

Ja'?c:../
[ZH )

been drown up by Hmder instructions of ELSHOFF. At this time, definite
proof was obtaincd ostubBlishing the associaticn of these men with the

Unitcd Kine Workors and five of thom wore expelled sometime previous to

May 12, 1937, namely: PETE CARTER, ANDREIV SERELEVICUS, DOMINIC PASQUALE,

JOE ALTANTSE end FRANK AUSTIN. I was nctive, along with other members of
Locol Union #54, in bringing the charges cg2inst these five men which resulted
in their expulsion from the Progressive Mirsrs of America. In accordance
with the policy of such matters, it was .uforrod to the Fit Committes, who
was to teke it up with the Manaogoment relazive te The discharge of thoese

fiv: members in accordance with the accepted practico under the closed shop
contract with the comp-zy.

"I did not sctivoly tate nart in thc demands which wero mede of the
lnogement on the morning of Yay 12. 1937, I did report to work and I knew
thosc men who reported to vork also. In fact, I saw FRANK AUSTIN and PETE
CARTER. T told FRANY AUSTIN that he nad beon expelled from thc orgsnization
and that he had no busincss out there. I also met PETE CARTER and asked him
what he was doing thore, I ssked him if ho knew ho had heen expellod and he
sz2id, "Yes." He said he had to cat and wos going to work there until he waos
laid off. I workecd that doy and loaded ot lecst two short cars., It was my
understanding that this was done genorally over the mine as the miners did
not want to strike but fclt if they would slow down the production some
they could persunde the Management to come to their torms and discharge theso
five men without strike. About an hour bufore quitting time, the company
stopped hoisting cozl. I went to the top cad fovnd that thore had been a
disngreement between the operator, CARL ELSIOFF, and the Board Membo

% I am not in position to say whether - had called & strike or
LLSHIFF had ehut off production.

"The mine did not work cny more after Mey 12 for sametime. Pickets
remained at the scene of the mine on tho oil road obout 2 quarker of a mile
from tho mine until the carly part of June, 1937. This wos done in order
to make sure that United Mine Workers did not import strike breakers to tako
our jobs. It was Quring this period that I, persoaslly, saw
whom I kmow to be o United VWine Workors investigator and gun man, drive
that vicinity with at lenst five other cars full of men, whom we identified
by license numbsrs as individunls from the Kincaid crea where the Poabody
¥ine opcrated under contract with the United Xine Workers,
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IFTERVIES WITH i’) e
S 25

"4 pctition was circuleted by the Progressive Minere of America
of Locel 54 Auring the latter part of May, 2237, at which timc some 412
sierntures werc obteined. This was done becase we felt there was going %o
be 2n attempt to throw this mine over to Units¢ Mine Workers and we wanted
to he ready to prove to the National Labor Reletions Board that all employees
at that mine wished to belong to the Progressive Miners of Amorica.

"4lthough T wes awarc, through th- press, that a contract had boen
signed between ELSHOFF and the United kine Verkers on or about August 20,
1937, 1 did not take cnv part in tho negotiutions tuat went on botween the

Progressive Miners of fraizrice znd ELSHOFF at that time.

"On or about September 26, 1937, I rcecoived word that the mine
was going to open, I went out to sec if any other members of our organiza-
tion had been notified to report for work. They had mot, In spite of this,
about 400 Progressive Mincrs reported for work on the morning of

‘Seotember 27. I was present with the group ¢f mon Zmong vhom were

wro werc talking to OSCAR FLILETTI,
UpGrin,enasnt 01 LING %5 the spokesman for the Progressives.
He told FALCETITI that he h d his men out there to go to work that morning,
all Progressxve Einers, and OSCAR FALCETTI told the miners that he had a

controct with ths United Mine Workers and hs said that the mine would only

employ Unitced Mine Torkers.

"It was at about this time that I ond ottors of Local 54 hoard that
strike brenkers were going to bé imported frum Southorn Illinois by United
Mine Torkers to opercte thne mines, Thereforc, our men stayed out at the
mine on a 24-hour shift to seo thot no strike broakers took our Jjobe, Frim time
to timc we notified the Manngement thet we werc willing to go to work
and that it was not » strixe against the company. This situation lasted
up until November 23, 1937 whon the company cbtained en injunction inm '
Federal Court which tnjoined us from coming on to the property.

S"p‘tbﬂb"r.
"During the early part of /1937, after charges of unfair labor
hnd haen Piled 'lh\r nur nrg'\ﬂ\"\'f‘inﬁ ﬂn'n‘in!f the \l:mn "B" Coal Gomna.mr

e &
¢wil8 NoG bGen 1148

hearing was hcld in Chlcago, Illinois, bcfore Mr. LEONARD BAJORK, Regionnl
Director of the Notional Lobor Rzlations Board ding this meeting
viere: represcnting
the Progressive Miners of Amcrica. MUNDSON woe there representing

Pr
a
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District No. 12 of the United Mine Workers of Amorica, of which he is the
Provisional President. :

"During the meeting, whe was our spokesman, produced
the petitions signed by the Progressive iiners definitely establishing the
desire of thc employees of Mine "E" £o 'telong to the Frogressive Miners of
America, EDMUNDSON was asked by +¢ show his petition in that
hearing and he told him he would prescrt li5 petition at the proper time.

T4t & later dote CEARIDS BOXLLEHCE tcl3
on the day that the hec:ing w2s held in Chicego before £ thE €y
did not hzve over twe.l or twerty-iive nancs signed to a petition But—~
when EDMUNDSON came tock hé GonTactsd —thomra—they Went ¥3 the United Mine
“iorkers Building ané signed n ict of pamos on the petition with their left
hand ané right hand in any woy they cculd change their writing. He sald
they signcd 350 names on there altogctasr. I, personelly, never saw any
petition circuleted by the United Mine Torkers and none was ever produced
in any of the proccedings which follored thot I kmow of.

"I was not 2t the mine in December of 1937 vhen an attempt was made
to open it just prior to tho lsbor bocrd eluction., The labor boerd election
was hcld on December 15, 1937, ot which time the Frogressives won the
election by en overwholming majority by vole of 404 for the Progressives
and 25 for the Upited Minc Vorkers. Thore vas nothing that I saw that was
unfair concerning this election.

"4 meeting wos helc ot thc Progressives Eail on the day of the
elaction of various members of Local 54.

“On January 4, 1938, aftcr the laber board had certified the
Progressives as bargaining sgency for Mine “B" I siarted to go out to
the mine but on being told by soms of the members coming back that the
mine was closed down I returaed home,

"on January 1, 1938, I bceamo & member of the Pit Committoe for
Local 54. It was the duty of this committes to take up grievances with -
tho Managoment of Mine B. '
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IVTERVIESY TITH b ’20

"on or sbout January 18, 1538, I went out with the Pit Committee
to talk sbout opening the mine. We talked to OSCAR FALCETTI about opening
the mine ond he said that ELSHOFF wasn't thore at the time and thore was
no use of him talking sbout it. Upon our visit to the mine we found
thet some of the men from the United Mine Torkers of America were working
theres FRANK AUSTIN, CHLRLIS BOHANNOX and” They were bringing
mules out of the mine mnd trimming thi hoofs %ic mulcs, Wo took it up
with the Superintendent, Mr. FALCETTI. Io said therc were no weges involved
end he was paying these men by giving them somo old mules. TWe again went
out to the mine on or about February 16 in aun effort to locate and tolk to
CiRL FLSHOFF, e vas not thers on that date., However, wo served a written
notice on em~ndirg retro~active wages due from April 1, 1937
for cach day memowrs of Loctl Union 54 worked; that when any men are
employed at sa1d Mire "B", the company should employ membors of Local

Union 54, Progressive Viners of America, whovwre in the company's employ
on May 12, 19837.

Yo again returncd to tho minc on Pebruary 21, at which time we

s4W r., "hose present at that time wore
OSCAR FALCETTI
waos also there. ELSHOFF, after reading our wancs wnich worse handed to

on February 16, said, ".ll right." He was then eskod to sign the
roceipt. ELSEOFF seid, I will see my attornoy on the motter.™ Mr.
ELSEOFF was also asked to sign tho Progressive Kiners of America contract.
He said the mine hod shut down.

"In the late swmmer of 1938 I had still another conference with
ELSEOFF in company with the Pit Committee regarding the opening of the mine.
At that time ELSHOFF refused to open the mine saying that the wenther
would not pormit it, In Deccmber, 1938, my term cs o member of the Pit
Commni*tze expircd su? 1 had ne Jurthor contect with the Kanagement of thia
mine, '
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continued)

"sfter thc mine openod again I applied for employmont om or
ebout September 19 or 20, 1540, at which tirs OSCAR FALCETTI told me that
he would not hire me back. I told him I had a right to my job because
I workced there when it ~losed dowa May 12, 1937, FALCETTI said he just

it wrep 'l olting anvtody on,

"Phis statemcnt, which consiste o” eight pages, which I have
rcod and initinled, recites the experiencs: and coaverstticn I have had

<
ne Yt Manl Teramany Bt Az oA woahar AP the Procrazsive
s 13 s anm a3t rrogrogslve

[#Y wadld

Mincrs of America. To the best of my knowledge end ebility, this statement

is true,

av ammnlaAtven AP Winag
o empagycoLL Ol mine wiled SULpaRLy «ddl 4 PSSR

W ITNTSSES

Spceizl Agent

F. B, I."
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Upon definite inquiry, W
his civil rights hed no

dvised that
his release from the federal institution ms a result
& dellnilveE et In rreflerring charges against some of the U.IM,.\, 5ples who

-

red to him since
It should alsoc be noted that

took;

were susrended and expelled from Local &4, Progressive Mine Torkers of
America, some before May 12, 1837, and sore afterwards,
concerning !J.’)se !u !
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6rs wno took an ective part in po
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particular men may hev -~ wmore definite 1nforn:1t;on,
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RE: JOHN L. LETIS, ET AL

L b1 D

INTERVIEY WITH

eers old and is a native born citizen,
It iz not believe
‘U he wus not employed at Mine B" during

ell the pertinemt periods reletive to this investigation. However, he wme
very cooperative during the interview. He has no known crimimel record.

-submitted the following signed stetement:

"Coringfield, I11_
Ecptember 7, 1943

meke the follow-
who are

Special Agents of the Federal Zurecu of InvestigaTioln. o thrests or promises
of tny kind hrve been made to get me to meke a Btntement and 1 do so kuowing
it moy be used in e court of law,

"] first boegcn working in the mines in vhen I started at Mine
got me

"Bﬂ

the job. Joine

atisdie 0t that time.

"I have never held tn office in any union.

"I guit working et Mine "3" about the lst of April 1937 and went
to KRockford, Ill., to work. Just before I left, I remember that m
read & copy of the temporary egreement he hnd signed with the mine oITicitlsh
48 I recall there was some dissatisfuction smong the men mrbout some back pay
and thet is why the sgreement wns rend to us in the yard ore morning.

*I nod no difficulty in settling griewances and I thought PM.i.
wes O.Ks 1 2eldom ettended eny F.M.4. meetings.

"Mine "B" wrs working only 2 or 3 days a week when I quit., I did
not work in the mines then until Oct. 1938 when I started working at Jefferson
Mine. I joined U.M.'7s &t that time because U.M. . had the contract for ber-
gaining righte ot Jefferson Mine., I workod et Jeffarson Mine until it went

bankrupt end closed down in Jenuary 1939.
ihile working et Jefferson I was required to ¥ick in $10 each pay

- 206 ~
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RE: JOHN L. LEVIS, ET AL ‘
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.~
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and I elso feiled to got my last two checks. 4As I
understood it the remson for the $10 kick in wes
that hr, BRE¥ERTON had borrowed $135,000 from the

.
he miners were reguired

continued

R.F.C. to open the mine and the
to pay back $35,000 of this emount and the $10 each pay which we paid in was
to pey off this loam. shen I gave $10, I wae given a receipt which wes sup-
posed to be tn interest for that emount in the Indisna Coel Lands Trust but
to the present time I huve received nothing for the emount of money I paid

in for this scheme. My father wns working at Jefferson Mine et this time and

he also peid in ¥10 ecch pay.

"I began working &s til Mine "B" opened in Nov. 1939.
hen Mine "B" opened up et thut Time Ty touasr went to work as boas and I went
tc work as a trip rider., &t this time che mine opened on an cpen shop basis
end I wes still a member of U.K.V. from Jefferson ¥ine but since the mine wes

on en open shop besis I did not soy any dues to Uk
"] did not sz snyone best up while I wns working at Mine "B".

"{ yoted in the N.L.R.B. election in Feb. 1941, and 1 voted for
U.M.7. becruse I thought the mr jority would vote thut way and no force or
de to get me to vote one wny or the other. About

threots of any kind were mn
Merch 1941, or the first pey nfter the check off aystem went into effect I

quit working «t Kine "B". I quit becuuse U.M. . checked of f back dues on me
whick 1 did not think I should pay. I lerrned that there was nothing I dould
do to get this money, paid for back dues, returned to me, 8o I quit working

in mines oltogether.

"1 have hzad this 3 pnge stetement read 'bg me by —cmd

it is true ond correct to the best of my knowlsdge.

/+/

"4 ITNE
Speciel hgent - FoB.l.
Speci&l Agent' F.BOI.“
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.
\i) INTERVIE; WITE mwho resides at
ringiicld, incis, was intorviewed
P E

;' Specinl Agents and

v —':as born but becamc en meriean citlzen
. jzetion at Springfield, nois, oq 1t is not be-

lieved that he would make a good witness because © & lack of knowledge

stout urions and Mine "E® and his inebility to speek English., He sdmitted
no crimincl record and furnished the fcllowirg rigned statements

USpringfield, Ill.
September 4, 1943.

"I , do vol.rtariiv give the following signed
statement to d of the Federal Bursau of
Investigetion. K¢ TELCS Or Dromlscs z .de to cause me to meke

this statement.

"] vos born in end come to americs in -
I wos neturalized in Springlicic, - . My
present address is Springfield, Illinois.

"] first stertcd working in the mines in ?in Illinois, join-
inr the United Kine workers of imsrica. I have worked at Mine “B" since
* Between - end 1932 the UN.J got «.ong fine with the Mine "B"
officials.

"7 ned nothing to do with the formetion of the new Progressive
Mine workers of imcrica ond don't know how or why they organized. However,
I joined the Progressives biceusc everyone clse et Mine "B" did. So far
es I know the Progressives got mlong oke with Mr. Elshoff. The FMA Union
wes just the samc as i, both sottled my grievences oke and the dues were
gbout the same.

"I hardly cvor ettended union meetings for either union, and never
held an office for eithcr UGk or PMA., I just worked and minded my own
business and know vory little ebout the Mine "B" troubles.

"] think the strikc in Mey of 1937 was caused by the Progressives
suspending some men end the Co. wouldn't fire them., The mon who were sus-
pended as best I can remember wore Joo Llboneso, Dominic Posquale, Andrew
Schreclevious, I don't cw why these men were susponded, The first I knew
of the strike was when %called everybody out. I don't imow any-

thing about coal being "loaded short" that day.

7T don't remember signing any petitioms for either PMA or ThMni.
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TNTTRYIED T.ITH "1 didn't talke much part in the Set Dawn Strike at Mine 4

WL YY) L] AL A e e 4 - WAL Al LA r\n == =
9B peocouse I didn't like it., vhile I was out there I
continusd never sow any trouble or anycne from UM.A try to open
the mine.

"I voted in the first N.L.R.B. election and thought that it was
fair & squarc. The Progressives won this election. I den’t know anything
ebout any etienpts to reopen the mine efter this slection.

UDyuring the time ‘Line "B" was cut on strike I worked about a year
on wFi, until I got a letter from kKr. Elshoff tc cume back to work. when
1 went back to Kino "B" in 1939 it was under an Mopen shop" agreement, but
1 still belonged to the Pih. I chenged btacl to the UMwA because I saw that's
what the majority were doing., I den't ocre which Unior I belong to just so
I werk. I changed to UiluA of my ovm frec will aund nobody threetened me or
beat me up. A&ftcr the LA got a majority & swvecud elsction was held and the
Uileh wen, I voted for U7 A at this election becguse I wes tlready & member,

"The above statcments were read to me by The state-
ments consisting of two end threc-quarters pages (2 3 are truc and 1 do

hereby sign my nemc,
)

\-'(T

" ] Y : r
Tt mekes no o £fcrence o me which unicn I belong to.

Wwitnessed:

— Speeiel Lgont, FEI.

3 0y
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b7 1

Y pmizooi R
$ — field, 015, Was JulDLly interviewed al his resi-

3.
\" cernce on September 7, 1943 by Special Agentmand L]
3 is U vho apparently e knowledge of

the matter under inquiry. He executed the following signed statement.

#5pringfield, Jllinois
September 7, 1943

meke the following voluntary statement
whom I know to be Special
vz:ripavion, U, 8. Department of

Justice.

criversd the United
ar. took out my firsi papers at Springflield,
I am rot a citizen at the present time.

nT was borm
states about
Tilingis about

wihe first mine union I joinec was +he United Mine Workers of
america vvhich will be referred t: hereinalter as the UM/. This was
at thc Peabody 4ne #6 at Springlield, Tll. about -

"I worked at four mines under the Ui after I left Peabody #6
and bcfore 1 started to work at Ifine 3 :n

T 1iked the Ulw and T liked to work under the Progressive
Yine orker = of america which will be referrcd to hereinafter
as PM.. I joired the Pil, voluntarily in 1932 and as soon as Mine B
went on strike in iy, 1937 I got another job. I &id not help picket
iine B, I returned to vork at ifine 3. in November, 1939

T returncd to ifine B as a Pli, member and two months later I
voluntarily joined the UM, I went to the Ul Pit Committee and
asked them for a membership card. I was ncver contacted by a union
organizer or threatened in any way.

"T did not help organize Pi. in 1932. I never held an office
in a mire wnion. I can not read or write, I did not attend many
PK. or UMy meetings.

*T did not xmow any miners at Mine B vho might have been organizers
for UM,

n] never knew that anyonc was beaten up at the mine,
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