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JOIN L. LiFIS, ET AL

Lr  bap

et 1Y TRy TR
T! * of this oase, 1 thought there was just as
2 continued much that the Pesbody men coulé heve been just

as guilty but they were never fired. But most
of my informetion came from the newspepers.

“uring the time from 1932 to Mar. 1937, 1 went to most of
the IXA meetings.,

®In the spring of 1937, I knew ebout five PLA fellows Were
stcol ripeons, but I didn't kno- exactly who they were working for or
vhat they verc doing. , They were Andy Schrelevius, Daminic Pasquale,
Fete Carter and Frerk fustin., There may have been more but 1 don't
remerber vhoe I do not remermber enything sbout these men or eny
other men being expelled from the FrA. The reason we Went out on
etrike in iay 1937 wae bocause of contract trouble end soms wege
trouble. I do not krow anything about the company refusing to fire
g01e mon expelled from Pli.

“I do not remember attending a FiA meeting om ey 11, 1937,
the nicht before the strike. On Iy 12, 1937, 1 went to work ae usual.
1 wee I 3id not hear enyone sey anything sbout loading
cere sl PL duy, but I noticed most of the cere wers loaded short.
I didn't hear exything ebout & strike until sometine during the day
vig were pulled out., I @id pot knov why we went out, but I cams up
to the top end went home. A couple of days later I heard the reason
we were ocut wos because of the contract or pey. I don't remerber
receiving any notice of any kind to come back to work until Nov. of
1939, 1In thc swrmor of 1837 I got a job 80
I didn't go back to i'ine “B" except & couple o1 times with
the FIA men vho were out thore protecting their jobs. During the
sumrer of 1937 I cannot remomber if I rignod any PLA petitionss I
mey heve. But I am certein I did not sign any TS petitions.

%1 yromermhar thaot a LK loonl wae orn-an ad during the sumer

of 1837, but 1 cennot remsmber enything about i.t. I was not asked o
join itu .

Sluring the time from 1932 to lay of 1937, I never noticed
that envone from the company ever fovored UM or FIA one over the othere
I never saw ony I picket lins ot ilinc "B" during this tiw, end I
nover sevw eny UIW attempts to orgenize st Mine ™B® during this time.

mon

- g =t = i WnW “11
®The reason wiy rmn./uuuu +o ths Minmo WB™ 1m 4ka £211: 0711887

Far"tn proboct thoir jobs and keep the mine fram being blown up,
boeause we had heard some one was going to blow the mine up and bleame
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it on the PMh. I wae not therc when the Fed'l
Injunction was obtnined and the men had to
leeve the mine in the fall of 1537.

continued

® Juet before the mine re-orened in 1939, I heerd fram several }
sources, nons of which I cen now remember, that I was the first one '
the UL wee goirg to get, because I had been active in PHA. So I [ /
did not go back to Mine “B" went it opened because I wanted no trouble
Yo one ever openly or directly threatened me.

i

1 remermber voting in a Netional Labor Reletions Election
in Dec., 1937, whoro: PrA beet Tl I think it wes & feir eleotion
end no one threstened or foroed me in any way. That is the only NIRB
glsction concerning MNine B* in which I ever voted.

%Tnuemuch £6 I nover went back neer Mine “B" after early
frll of 1937 I do not know enything ebout anything that haprened
out £t Iine ¥B®* efter the fell of 1937,

“Thie stztement of five pages has besn read to me end it is
truc and correct to the best of my knowledge.

/</ R
/s

.

Vg4 c
uial igent, FeB.l.
specinl agent F.B.I.%
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RE: JOHN L. 1EJS, ET il

Lie  LAp

INTERVIE - ii’ITHm Springfield,
Tllinois, was interviejod & e Office of

the Feder.l Bur.au of Investigatd Springficld, Tllincis on Scitembcr 7,
10/ hr SQaoamial airents and té‘.t-ed
{s abic to speak and understands

Tkt y Wy WROWAT L gl U
ess as he is vory vague in

he did not nove & criminal record.
English. s>uid not make 2 o
ansvering qucstions.

—
-provid:d the following statement:

"Sprin{_.',fleld s I1l.,
Septenoer 7, 1343

nT, S--- nafield, T11., make the
5711 » in, voluntary stotoment te and , Whom
I knov to b Spucicl .o,outs of the Foderol Surcau of Investigetion. No force,
thrsats or prondis.s have beoen made in obtaining this stoterent and I know that
whet I mey soy may b uscd in & court of law.

"I was born in I 2z uncoployed and
I ar bzing suported by

"1 firt stertoed nining coal at at which: time I
becamc & mombor of UM, I romained £ mend r o until 1332. Yy local UMT
union changed from UMY to PiL. in 1932 and I bicame a wemb.r of Pi. bccause

e

"] have nover held an office in any union.

"I was employed by Minc "B" in about 1928 and r.mained in the employ-
acent of Hine "B", except during the time of strikes until in July 1942. I
was discharged beeausc I did not report for work three days.

"Frior to 1732 the manz,.cment of ¥Mine #B", so far as I know, was on
good rulations with UM,

"Between 1932 and May 12, 1937 therc werc no strikes at Mine "B" and
the minc was not closed down by the uanagenent. During thot period of time
the nanagement scened to have been on good relations with FIL. and all griev-
ances nere settied in favor of Pli.. At no time prior to May 12, 1937 did the
manzg nent of Mine "B attempt to discredit Pl

"I thought PMa was a pood union being operatud for its menmbership, no
unusuzl snecial assessments Were nade against me. I took no intirest in

union activity.

-~
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RE: JOHN L. LE IS5, ET il

b b1

1nTERVI.. WITH (R "1 thinc the Pk menbers convicted in the
(continued) bombing cascs did not get a fair trial as I

. believe Ulf/ had witnesses testify falsely
a;cinst the PU4 membors,

"Botucen 1932 and liny 12, 1937 UM did not set up a picket line at
Mine "B" ror did WML distribute any literaturc at Mine "B". Frior te
tiay 12, 1937 no onc attempted to get me to change from PuA to UM,

®4] do not rinember a wa,c scale controvery in the Spring of 1937.

"I attended & rogular meuting of TMu on tho -ight of May 11, 1937.
T do not romenmbor much about thoe meetin, but I do rimemb r & member, the name
of whon I do not know, was expclled from Fi%,. because he was assoclating
with U menmbers. I am unable to furnish any othor detoiis about the
mecting. I do not know of arny other nmenburs of Pl buwing cxpelled.

"On th:s mornin: of lny 12, 13537 I reportced for work, some of the
ciners stoted the nmanagzenaens of Mine "B" wianted the mine to be UMD rather
than PlL.. I thousht therce was going to be trouble ot the minc thet day,
toorefore, I did not go to uvork and return te iy home. No one told me why
Kine "BY went on strike Yoy 12, 1937, but I thought the strike occurrced becnse
the rmanczsent wanted Mine "B" to chunge from ML to UM

nY si,mod a PlL. petition in the Sunmner of 1937 naming PIL. &s my barg-
gent & v

I3 v TN T A< A
[ 24

+ % .- :
t Mine o o~ Tvﬂu pcti+-| on

- <
A MLARA L) e P et

"I did not lmow of « new UM. loczl being formed in the
Sumwcr of 1317,

*In S:pt. 1937 I was informed by someonc thet PMa had a picket linc o
¥ine "B", I voluntirily went to Minc "B" to act as a picket. No violence
occurred during the during *he tire I was a picket and onl, Mine WB" miners
were pickets, no outsiders wore brought in. In about Duc. 1937 an injunction
-&s obt.ined to arcvent picketing at Mine "B", It mede no differcnce to
ne whoether the injunction was served or not.

"I did not knuow of an attempt to open Mine "BY in Dec. 1337 or
Jan. 1938. .

"I votcd in the N L R B election Dec., 15, 1937 for P M /.. So far as
I know this eclection was fair and I voted the woy I wanted to.

a] rceeived notice thot Mine "B" was to open in the last part of 1939.
I immodiately rceeceived enmplopaent. I did not noticc the results of any
larrc firés on returning to work, but I did see many cave ins, I returned
to Minc "BY a5 2 member of PMas

=154

r



ey o et . el 1- VB e T . . N
R T BRI TIRYCN. JEL - S L

C O

T s
'
-
¢

Btk

T T,

Y g,
>

L"Pc,
RE: JOHN L. LE'IS, ET AL io
0

'
[t
1.
o
k.
-

INTRERVIE T-"IT}— ", lpost every morning after my return to work
n

(continued) ,and the time I became a member of UMY
the summer of 19490 I wus asked by
to join UM, XIn the sunmer of 1940 I was told by someone to repo P

to tho Mins "B office before I changed my clothes. On reporting to the
office Fulcetti the supt. at mine "BY in the prescnce of the WL, comiit

t.1d me thet I hod te jein W47 if I wanted to koep working at Minc “BY.

I sinzd the nembershis card to join UNLT that morning in order o keep my

job alth ugh I 4id not want to join WM. Those of the committec present at
the tioc I joined UM/ were Cudje Bumgarncr, Charles Bohannon and some others
whon I do not know., I sauw fijyhts at Mine "B" between UMI and P44 members
almost every morming from th. tine I roturned to work in tho last part of 1937
until the NLRE 2lection in Feb, 1941. &t no time was I threatened nor did
anyone boat me.

"] votod in the N.L.R.B. clcction Fob. 1941 for ML, So far es I
know the election was fair end I voted the way I want.d to.

T did not wish to join U7 2s I winted to b & membir of PHA, 1T
only joined U147 beceusc I wzs forced to join U7 in order to kecp working
at Minc "BH.

"I have hed this statoment consisting of six poges read to me and it
is truv and correct to the best of ny krowledge.™

o

".itnosseds

SpCCial JJ'__\»D*I - F.BII-
wecial agent, F.B.IM
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Res JOHY L. LEVIS, ET AL ¢/
’ p17,0 0

II-ZiW[‘i’TliS. WITH
viewed & is reeiden

S.v«ri‘irlm‘ ' Hlinois on Seﬁtember 4, 1943 by Special ﬁﬁents
*«.n- o

nNaQp Wi b

Iall \,.;;l. citizen. !e s!e!es g'[&a never been &rrecteds. favors

the U.F over the Fli, elthough he edmits being contactec in .ine Wwp
by & U™ men end then joine¢ Wiil. He uncerstends Englicsh fairly wall
end s-ecks Enplish only faire It ir felt he would not meke & good

witnees.

w
il‘

el —————

alego known ae

3

The folloving signed stetemsni was LDIiipeéq:

"Springfield, Ill.
Sext. 4, 1943

I

£
_G.'f' a. T11. meke the folloving

vo!un!ar:; stotement to vhan I

know to be Specirl igente of the Federel Buresu o Tveetageation.
I —n%e it without fecr of threct force or promise of =ny kind.

I wce born in“ came to the UsSe in
I got my first pépers in Springfielc in but I heve not yet

become a U.S- citizen-

|

“I first storted vorking in Iins “B* in Springgield in SEEEES
1 wee o merber of the United [ ine YWorkere of Americe Union in F
ané stcyed vith Ul until 1932 vhen I joined the Progreesive }ine
“orkers of smericc Urion beczuee I vurted to keep my job et mine "B,
Yo one forced me in cny wey to join Pl in 1832, I did no. toke an

active part in orgenizing Pk end I hove never held an office in exy
unjon.

“Iuring the time frow 1932 to lcy of 1937 I did not notice any
etrikes or closedowns at iine “E¥ exvept thet there were probubly &
fer timet when the mine cloeed down becsuee of sleceok worke. But I cannot
re-e-ber wher this wae, Luring this tine I never noticed thet any of
the compeny officicle tried to discredit the Fi. or tried to gakge any .
I

T S TR ] P, - 1%~ !
Of UE JO1m Uitve I heord thsy liksd 5 but I nsver sow thing to

irndiccte tiot.

“Iuring this tirme I did not think thut the FI'A wus an honest
union. They mcde mony ossefsmente cgtinst us and I thougl it wes a
rockaets I donm't know for sertoin vho got this money, but &f the
of{icers &f thie local Cid not get the roney I do not know who did get

. Y .
e P

S e g g Nt T €T Marw g, tRRE L ORIT TR PN TN e ST



Re: JOHN L. LEFIS, ET AL
- b1Y b

ERVIEU the money. I did not take an active
interest in the PHA union.

containue

. #] remember there were some bombing
cases during this time, but I took no interest in them and cannot say
whether the trials were fair,

"During this time between 1932 and Uay 1937, I never noticed
any attempt by the 1T to organize Mine "B", I noticed no strikes and
I neber saw any UII'W literature., I do not know anything about any
menbers of PMA in May of 1937 and I never heard there were UMW spiesiin
PLAA. '

] did not attend a PMA meeting on May 11, 1937. On May

12, 1937, I want to work as usual, and when I went down into the
mine some one said we were to load only half cars, I don't remember
who said this. But I did not load any of my cars short that day and

yorked all day. Then I came up at the end of the day I heard that
% had called us out, but I didn't know why., A couple of
m&nutes later some one told me that we went out because the company
would not open under FlA. ‘

"] did not go to work the next day, and never received
any notice to come back to work until Nov. 1939, Sometime in Sept. of
1937 I heard from some miners that a picket line had been set up that
day at Mine "B", so I went out there the next day to look around. That
was the omly time I went o to Mine "B" during the picketing.

nAfter the strike started I think I signed one petition
for PliA. ULW asked me to sirsn a petition in the summer of 1937 but
I did not sign it. I did not know when tie UIT local had been formed.

"] did not attend many FLlA meetings in 1937. I db not
know why the picket line was taken off in the fall of 1937,

®] voted in the Nationaj Labor Relations Board election in
Dece 2637, when PlA won over UtW, I was not forced or threatened dn
any way and I think it was 2 fair election,

"In Nov, 193 I got a registered letter that the Mipe "EW
was going to open, I went back to work there in Nov. 1939, I heard
there were some cave-ins, but I never saw them, I never saw that there
had heen anv {ires and no one told me there had been.

Tabaut tyye e thrac aonthe sfter ths nine opened_

~157=



Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL

be Lo

—a.hked pe to join the UKW but no one
ever lorced or threatened me at any time to
join MW, I told him I would think it over and

about two or three weeks later I joined UMW,
beat up out at the mine and I never saw Vone

AT I - W PSR R el aal Syl

+
for LW at Mine #B",

Cant.lnne

T - .
I never sav anyone g

else try to organiz

nY joined 1T because ] was disgusted with all the death
benefits I was having to pay PHA end not know where the money went.

n] voted in an NLRB election in about Feb. of 1941 when
W=, beat Flia. Ko one forced or threatened me in any way at that
election and I think it was a fair election.

"] prefer W7 over the PLA.

"This statement of five pages has been read to me and it is
true and gorrect to the best of my knowledge.

“itness (Signed)-

W i Acont, FLB.I.
U :-cio) cent - F.B.I.

)58
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Re: JOHN L, LEWIS, ET AL

b LD ’

Do v m Springfisld,
J1l3ncas vwas interviewsd at his home by Speciael Agents
n on September 4
1543, 1C not have e oriminal record. _speaka
; B

pS g 8

4ot
Englis)! Ian!!:ol uSd make 8 feir witness.

-provided the following cigned statements

“Springfield, Ill.
September 4, 1543

»y, Springfield,

the following VOlLUNi&ry ELAlBNent 10
whom I know to be Epecial Agen!s o!‘ !He !egaraz
Buresn ol Ve TTMation. Ko force, threets or promizes have been mede
in obtsining thie stetement and I know that vhet I mey say may be used
*I wse born in

in 2 court of law,
F emmigrated to the U.S.
in-and becare & natureiizec citizen of the U.5. in-

®I gtarted mining coel in Springfield, Ill. in -at which
tire I became & member of U« In ebout HI started mining ooal
%, except during the

at Mine ™B".and remeined there until Jan.

gtrikes., I stopped working at Mine YRS i, free will, I am now
exployed by and I have been
employed by

*In sbout 1922 I heard UM7 stole some votes cast in an elestion
and for thet reason I joined Fi'A which was being formed ot that time.
1 took no part in the formetion of PLA.

wPrior to 1932 the mencgement of Mine "B™ seemed to heve been
on good relations with UM%

%I have not held an office or teken an ective pert in any
union.

®Retween 1932 and Liey 12, 1937 the mansgement of ¥ine wp=
geemsd to heve been on gooditerms with P.M.A. there was na hostile
attitude teken by the mencgement in settling grievences. So fer as
I remember there were no strikes or close-downe at Mine “B* between
1932 and May 1937.

“] thougtt Fiii was » good union and one opercted for the bemefit
of its membership, no unusuzl speciel assaesments were mnde againet me.

o} B
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Res JOI¥ L. LEAIS, ET AL
Ly b D

*I took no intereet in the bombing cases.

%pgtrgen 1932 and ilay 12, 1937 I did not =ee & UN

picket line at iine *B", nor did I ses amy D}V
®B". Ko ope cttempted to get me

litereture being distributed a2t 13ne
to chenge from Fl'A to Ul
*I did not know of & wege scele controversy in the spring of

®] 3id not sttend & Fil meeting on the night of ley 11, 1837
erd I do not know if I hed notice of the meeting.

*On the rorning of =y 12, 1937 I went to work es alwaye and
lozded my cozl care fulle In the aftsrncon thet doy eomeone told me
there vos o etrike &s Fia cnd iine “BY could not come to an egreement
pbout gomething. I wes not told why the strike occurreds I did not
kno- of enyone being expelled frum FLhi prior to ley 12, 1937 or efter

thet dotes
“I go not remembsr signing cny Fili petitione in the sumer

of 1537, but I know I 4id not eign any U7 petitione.
®I did not know of 2 nevw UIX locel being formed in ths sumer

of 19-379

“Sometime in Sept. 1937 I henrd that that Pl hed pickets at
I coted 88 &

line YE" cnd I voluntarily went to Iline “B" to picket.
picket for about tro wesks at the end which time I went to work ot the
I do not know vhet went on at liine “B® from

Fenthsr Creek Coel !ine.
sbout Oct. 1937 until chout Fove 1839 vhen I received notice thet Liine
“E® uos to re-open. 1 did not vote in the K.L.Fi.B. election Lec.

15, 1937,
"I went bock to vork ot Jiine ®BY in the lest pert of 1938
I dié not see the resulte of ony lerge fires

Yo one requected me to ohange

es ¢ merber of Fila.
1 éid not ses eny

elthough there were mauny cove-ines
fror FI'~. to Ui° prior to the elsction in Feb. 1941,
fighte £t 1line “B" prior to Febe 1941 clthough 1 hecrd someone Was

betten on account of union troublss.

*] voted in the NLEB election Feb., 1941 for Plh.

I kno the election waslicir,

S for as

*] joined TN o short time nfker the slection in Fob. 1941
It dose not meke ony differsnce:

beosuse nmcjarity of the minere wers UMW,

~160-
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Ties JOHX L. LIS, ET AL
Loe
CMAD)

TLTE Y IE SIITH to me whether I am & member of FAa or T

continued
” | ! csgnee) R
Vitnegssd: -

Special ;‘;gﬂnt - Fora Il

— Special Agent, F.B.I.
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Rz, somy L. LEVIS, ET AL. LA Lo

= nois. wus interviewed by D.nd_
F at his home, 9—4~%5e stated he
have £ eriminnl Tecorde Fwould not meke o good witmess
ak o

inobility to spe r understand Pnglish very well.
vided tne following statements

"Springfield, Ill.,
September 4, 1043.

nols, mike the owing voluntary stulell
“whm I know to be Spocial apents of the rederal buresu of

nvertigation, no foree, threats or promises huve been mude in obteining
this stutement ond I kmow thut what I moy say may be used in & court of
low,

' v orn 1 I - s V5
in- I beocamo o naturi-lized citizen of the Ue S mi 1 have :?

besn Employed at Mine "B" sinoe nbout d I um Bt the present em= !
ployed ut Mine "B". L U,

"I booame o member of Wi in cbout in Springficld, Ill.

- el e T 1o EESY: T

ot which time I started to work inm the Pecbody Uinése

"In about 1932 I beoeme € member of Plih beonuse my loocl TRET
chenged to Phe 1 took no sotive nurt in the formution of Piae '

"prior to 1532 tho menagement of Mine "B” scemed to have been
o good relstioms with (Bfi7.

"I hve never beon tn officor of any umion.

"Betweon 1932 und Moy 12, 1937 thore wore no strikes or close-
downs at Mino "™B". The manugement Beomed to have been on good terns with
Py ond the menagement wug not hostile in settling grievinooes.

"I thought Pua wns o good union beoing operntod for its
memborships No unusual assessnents wero mtde sguinst my paye. I took

no ective purt in union Getivity.

"I took no interest in the bombing ons6s.

=162~
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REx JOHN L. LEWIS, ET al. é’? c &4

"Setween 1932 und May 12, 1937 I did not seo any
W7 piokets at Mine "B", nor did I see any UM/ litereture

\Convinuod ; being distributeds Prior to Moy 12, 1937 no one uttempt-

ed to got me to chanpge fram P to Wl

: "] do not remember & wipo socle controversy in the Bpring of
1537,

"] do not remembor o PMA meeting on the night of Moy 11, 1937.

"] remember the strikec ot Mine "B" started on Moy 12, 1837, but
I dc not romember any detailss I.do not know if I worked thet dey or not,
nor do I know the reason for the strikce

"1 dc not romember anyono being expolled fram Pili before or after
Moy 12, 1937,

"] do not romember signing ony petitions in the Sumner of 1937.

"] do not remember the formution of & new DMV lootl in the Summer

a2

£

of 1937

"In Sept. 1937 I heard Pl wus huving & set down strike £t Mine
"RY, T went to iine "B" severc) duys ns o picket Lis I wus a member of
Pine No onc told me I hud o not s o pickets In the lust purt of 1937
an injunotiom wus obtained to prevent picketing ut Mine "B"s It mede no
difference to me whether Filn wos ollowed to picket ut Mine "3" or not.

"I did not know of Mine B opening in Dec. 1937 or Jan. 1538.

"] yoted in the N.L.R.B. eloction Dea« 15, 1937 for PMue The
election wus foir cnd I voted tho wiuy I wunted to.

"gmetime in the lost part of 1938 I reccived & lettor to re=-
turn to work ot Mine "B"e. I returned to work ct Mine "B" in tho lust

part of 1939 s o member of PMa und puid my dues in Pl until I joined
&7 sometime in the first part of 1941. No ono nsked me to join WMIT -

ULl v WIS WALLT Al WilV & 4a oW Vi e e @ L LA

nor did onyone threuten me if I did mot join.

“In. FEb. 1941 I‘voted for UI.“{ in the N'LIR.BI electiaon u8
mojority of the miners at Mine “B" were voting for UMl I think the
eleotion wes foir and I voted the waoy I wunted to.

"UM{ won the N.L.R.3. election, therefore, 1 Joined W7 &
short time latere No one asked me to joine

-163~
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RE; JOHK L. LZ7IS, ET al.
LY/

"I heard some of the miners were beaten bectuse

INTERYIZ, IITH
they would not join WV, but I never saw eny fightes
roontipucd)

"It mekes no difference to me whether I am &

member of UMW or PMae.
I have had this stel eanteining four pages read to me
end it is true and oorrect to the best of my knowledge«

AT Loweo i

Tyitnesseds~

-, Special agent, F.BcI.
Special agent, FeBeI."

—
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RE: JOHN L. LEVIS, ET AL.

L7 b7p

" TINTERVIET ‘TITH

£ N f— !;;;-' ingfield, !!!_o:\.s, WA S interviewedI!a is
N v : home by Special Agents mmﬂ
e " September 5, 1943, 5 & fair unders ing of
D fxs

AN nglisn although he is uneduceted. would meke & fair Government
witness 8s he is very forooful im his loyalty to PMa. -stated he
did not have a oriminal record.

- furnished the following stutemente

PSpringfield, Iil.
e ) Septeiber 3, 1543,

fielad ke the following voiuntery statement to
and* whom I know to bo Speciel Agents of the Federal
Bureny of lavestig.tion, mo forse, throuts or pramises have been mude

in obtoining this staotement and I know that whot I may say mey be used
in o oourt of law.

"I wes born

"1 gtartod working in 8 cosl mine when I wes about"enrs
old. In abou ' joined the Federation of Miners in Pu. joinod
MY in about In Ille I romuined & membor of UM until 1932 at which
timc I becemo & mombor of Pa. I changed fram U to Pk booouse I
hsard UMY stole the votas ecast in 1932 conoerning tho wuge sooles

I heve held mo office in any wmion since

"] wes employed at Mine "3" in aboutqas & miner and re~
meined in the employment of Mine "3" until May 12, 1537. I en at the
present retired. ‘

"Prior to 1932 the munsopgenent seemed to have been on good rele-
tions with f,

-

"] took no sotive pert in the formetion of Pu.




c X

REs JOMN L. L&.LS§, ET al. L -

INTIRYIST TITH
_ ’==> 7 D
continued)

"Between 1932 and ey 12, 1937 there were no strikes of olosse
downs &t fine "B"., The menagement seemed to be on good relations with
Pty prior to May 12, 1937 end the menagement was not hostile in settling
grievances.

"I thought Pl4A was & good unicn and one which the members
operated. No unusual special assessments were made apainst me. I took
po eotive pert in union affeirs when I was a member of PliA.

"I did pot think the PMA menbers in the bambing oeases got & feir
trial. I think W{7 produosd false evidence in the oeses.

"letween 1932 and ifey 12, 1937 I do not remember U setting up
e picket line at Mine "B" nor did I see Ui{ distribute eny literature
at Mine B.

YAbout two weeks before Mey 12, 1937 CH.RLES BUHANRON ssked me
what I would do if UMW took control of Mine "B". I informed him I would
quit. BOHAWION said no mores Nc one mttempted to convert me from PiA
to UMW prior to Mey 12, 1937.

"Prior to Mey 12, 1937 I did not see the mensgement of Mine "BY
with UM officals. I heard from unknown sources &t Mine "B" thet CHARLES
BOHAION, ANDRE: SCARELIVIOUS, JOE ALSAYESE, DQMINIC PuSQUALE, PETE
CokTER, FRalK AUSTIN, TONY PLJI'CH, JOHN aNalkIab, GEMRGE JACa'iaY and
BARY JaCANAY were attempting to orgunize M at mine "B". In the Spring
of 1937 I saw the above mentioned men almost every morning in the Hine
"5" office talking to someone in that offices I do not kmow who they
talked to in the mine offioe.

“So fur «s I know there wes no wage schl controversy in the
Spring of 1837.

Y1 did not attend & PUA meeting an Mey 11, 1937 aund I do not
remember if I rocelived notioce or note.

"On the morning of May 12, 1937 scmeone teld me thot CHARLES
BOHAINON, DMINIC PASQUALE, FRANK AUSTIN and same others, the nemes of
whar I do not know, were expelled fram Pia becuuse they were trying to

mamcen i 2o TREOT - WOt o
organize W7 at Mine "B". Sameone told me Yo load the cool oers short

on the morning of May 12th und I losded some oars short that deay. I do
not know the reesson for loading oors shorte. On the morning of May 12,
1937 there was mo growing sentiment to strike. About 2:00 BRI Mey 12,

1937, I wes told by & bottam boss thut the mine wus on strike. I we.8

told by & pit committeemon that the sirike wns oalled beocause
the menager: Tine “B" would not disoharge the men expelled fram
Pise ) .
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C S
JOHK L. LEW, ET Al.

INTERVIEY WITH :
J_gq f LM
!continuegi =

"] sigued a PMa petition at u PMA pioket line et Mine "8°
in the summer of 1937 naming PIA &s my bergoining sgente I signed the
petition volunturilye.

"] signed no M petition in the summer of 1537.

o

"I heerd & new 7 looal wus formed in the swmmer of 1537, but
I was not t ‘ked to Joio..

"In Septs 1937 I heerd someway that Mine "B" wus to open,
herefore, 1 reported for works, On that mornming TMT members were nllowed
to enter the mine and for that resson Pih refused to work., No one told me
I ocould not worke. I acted as b voluntary picket ot Mine "B" wuntil &n
injunction was served by the U, S« Marshel, in Deo. 1937. The PMh menbers
did not think they should have been enjoinad fram Ploketing ut Mine "RU,
No outside pickets wero brought in to pickets

"] did not kmow of Mine "B" opening in December 1937 tnd June
1928,

"7 yoted in tho NIR3 election Dece 15, 1937 for Peae I think
te election wns fuir. '

't
"] peceived notice in btpout Nove 1939 that Mine "B" wus to opan/'f‘

g
es on open mine, but I would not go to work unless FMA got & oontracte. /

"I lost ull interest in HMine "B" ufter 1938 “
S

"] hive had this five page stutement read to me and iv is
true vnd earreot to the best of my knowledge. -

“iitnessed:

MR :o:o:: Aent-F.B.I.
_S_peci&l apent, FeBel.".
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bLe

W - -
intirviewed a 15 residence,

mt 1943, by Specis
znd %yeare of age and
Hc had grcet difficulty in spesking and appeared

it is

he no longer likes U7 cnd that he personally dislikes John L. Lewis
bocause Lowis dezls with the operators and forgets the miners.

The following signed statcment was obtained from -

"Springficld, Ille
Sept. 23, 1943

"1, ringfield, T11,, moke
the folloving voluntary statcmoent

-
whom I know to be Special Agents of the ureau of Investigatiom.

I makc it without fear of thrcoot, force or promise of any kind.

S D $ 09—
"I vas born in came to the U. S. in Gy
and became a U. S, citizen in

"I startod working in mine "B", Springfield, in - and was
8 member of the United “'inc Torkers Union. In May of 1937 Xine "B" closed,
anc I nover got eny notice to come back to work-- and never was notified
to come back in 1838, '

"1 was never forced or threatened in any way by anyons from UMJ
or FA, '

e —

" Just bafare the !"ine YB™ closed in 'y, 1937, therc were aboutb
twenty or twenty five men in PMA who were really working for m®. I do
pot remember whether these men were expclled from PHA but the reason 1
heard the mine closed was becausz the compeny did not want to do business
with PUA but wanted to work with UM#. I heard these 'spies' vere paid
235,00 & week by UMY whilo they were members of PYA and ~vorking in Mine "BY.
All this was common talk but I cannot state where I got this information.
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Re: JOEN L. IEWIS, ET AL
' : Lp'? .~

L1D

MThis statement of two pages has been read to me and
it is true and correct to the best of my knowledge.

R o) -

- Special Agent - F.B.I. /S/
pecial Ageut, F.R.1."/S/
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RE: JOBEN L. LEWIS, ET AL

L T
LD
The following investigatio s sonducted by Special Agents
# andhat Bpringfield, Ill-
nois, pepvember 8, 19457

He nleo sail

INTERVIENW ~ ITH

een arresced in his life.

«ine 3" sbout two yeare ego.

His more intelligent than the ordinary miner and he thor-
oughly understood ell gquestions and ancwered them readily. It is felt thet
he would make & good witness if his testiancny Were necessary. Agents obtainec

the following signed .statemernt from hims
!*\ringfield, !11.

Bept. 8, 1943.

1, S oo o e neing
o9 = and yolunt.ry statement to Soeciul Agents Hnﬂ
“:f the F.2.l. No thrests or promises have been made tO me
tc give

nis stetement.

" was ‘mm first joined U.4.L
about .years sgo st Springfield . neve ve been an officer. 1
went to work for Xine P about Hﬁr so & also worked thesre before
once. Before 1932 BLSHOFF & U.M..., seemead to get along slright but there
seemed to be difficulties between committees. I wes & blacksmith there. I
toock no part in going over to P.ld.h. es all did & one one forced me to go
over. DBetween 1932 & 1807 they were about same as undsr U.M.%, but there
wee no difficulties that I know of. I never heard ELSHOFF or FALCETTI sey
enything egeinst Pdh. 1 never attended many meetings et ell & I just paid my
dues & didn't pey eny attention to uniom affuirs. I never knew if P.MaAa
officials were taking monsy or doing wrong things but es fur es I know they
were O.K. & looked efter the mens rights, Assessments were about the same
%5 in any union - had them for sick members  etc. I never felt they used
the momey for other purposes than union affairs. Before Mine B closed there
wore some U.M.Y. organizers working in Mine B & I wes asked by them to go
beck to UJM.'e & I told them I would go the way the rest of them did. I
never got sny literature frae them. There were 4 or 5 that I saw around &
I believe thet some of them were S4 o¥; CHARLES BOHANNON & ANDY SCHRELEVIOUS,
1 never hecrd of U.M.4. or ELSHOFF giving parties, In spring of 1937 the
men were saying we were working without & contract but Just & few tnlked
about it & they never were mad obout it & they just kept on working., The
Pit Committee would handle such metters & I didn't herr any of the above men
complain or talk obout it. I never heard the company s:y enything about the
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RE: JOIN L. LE#IS, ET AL

)~ ;
T~ e1p

I8 1 wepes. 1 heard there was going to be e mesting the
W night before it closed but I didn't go &s I quit thenm at
continued 2 P.l. On the day the mine closed 1 heard nothing about

the mine going to close. 1 did not heer enything about
some men being expelled the night before. I _knmow nothing of mny cars being
loaded short., I was just leaving when I sow at the mine & other miner:
et the mine but I kept on going home & I sew them go into the engine room but
thet evening I heerd the men were celled out & I did not know of it when 1
left. I loter heard thet the trouble was beceuse the P.M.A, didn’t want to
work with some U.M.¥, men. After Mine B closed I believe I signed a petition

& some one came to my house and he didn't force me to sign it.

pelition =1 czn't recall oY sipning enymore petitions for P.M.A.
I hesrd that UX.*. formed & new locel & I read of it in papers & no one
cene to me About it. *“uring summer of 1937 I can't recnll rnything unusal
hzppening & I went to a couple of P.l.A, mcetings. I heard thet scme Mine
B men went to Jefferson kines. I heard ELSHOFF took it over as a Receiver.

HiROLD McLONALD, now de=d, wns over & I think EMORY JACAWAY was over there

. T aVow L_nwd T4 o™ o o T
v00s A BLBO fnesrag FALCETTI wns over thsre, tos

"In £211 of 19837 1 want out on picket line severel nights, It did-~
n't meke sense to me in going out. The men were quiet & I saw no trouble.
The men claimed they might run into socme U.M.Ji. guys. No one made me go out
to picket. Nothing bed harpened thers, ‘I never saw any outsiders doing
picket work. I wes not there when the U. 8. Xarshall came out. I heard of
tne #ine going to be reopened but I didn't go out & I heard of it thru same-
one. I woted at first N.L.R.B. election at Armory in Springfield, I11, It
was by secret bellot, Everything was O.K. as far es I know, I didn’t see
eny U.ki.'fe men giving out literature but I saw some standing around. No one
told me how te vote. I went to vote right from home. I voted for P.X.A.
Later 1 did not go out when they attempted to reopen it, I heard it was to
be opened under U.M.7. so I did not go out. I don't know why ELSHUFF would
not sign e contract with P.M.A, but I heard he wouldn't., In fall of 1938 I
got a letter to come beck to work & I went cut & at time I was on P.F.A. T
gew FALCETTI & he told me to came to work the next morning. The didn't sey

e thing 2bout wrges or union. 4After the mine opened there were new men thers
et the mine. but that wes not unusuel. I don't know if they were P.M.A. or
U.M.%. I went beck us P.M.2. & kept on peying dues te them for some time,

1 never heurd ELSHOFF sy he wonted U.M.w. back. There were some U.M.¥W.
orgenizers eround & I hezrd of fights & trouble but negyer_saw anv. In sumser
of 1940 I never signed any cards for P.M.A. or U.M.VW. came

to my house once & said they were going back to U Vs & tha oy alrady
elected officers & were going to have & meeting in the U.M.#. Bldg. & that

I should come up & I told him I would be there & d did & saw only 8 or 10

in there & I left at once. I think the szme bunch was there & TWORY JACA<AY.
I joined up with U.M.W, after they won the second W.L.R.3s election. I never
sew eny preference for U.MJ Y. over F.l.h. For a while this bunch was telking
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RE: JOHN L. LETIS, ET AL

LD 2 C LD ,71[)

INTERVIEN ¥ITH to ell of us about joining up with U.M.¥. 1 voted at
second N.L.R.2. election I think ~« no, I don't think I
continued did & I don't recell why I didn't go down. 1 felt that

U.M."7. was going to win so didn't go dewn.

"I don oW W, e condi ne B wes when it opened a

I worked on top & it took a few deys to get coel out again. I don't

know of & fire nt Mine B when it was closed. I wag not et a meeting when

GLASCOE tuiked. I hed to join up with U.M,7. otherwise I wouldn't have a
jeb.

"] have read over this seven (7) page stetement & it 1s true &
correct to the best of my knowledge & I cen't recall anything else of interest
end I have signed this of my own free will."

| /-/
%ITNESSES :

Boece Agt. FoBal. (Milw.)
Speciel hgent, F.E.I., Bt. Prul, Minn.
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL

Springfield, inois, was interviewed a

: : INTERVIET %

VL - s

3 | \ AR home by Special emsmmq
; \-)‘ q Sentember 4, 1943. stated he did nol have a crimi

v ' Trecord. gwculd not make a good witness as it is gifficult

peak

#  for him to s and understand English.

_;n-crvided the following stetement:

nSpringfield, I1l.
September 4, 1943.

"I, in=ficld, Il
rizke the followin untary statement to and
— whom I know to be Special Agents of the Federa eau o

Investigation., No force, threats or promises have been made in
obtaining this statement and I know that what I may say may be used in
a court of law.

"] was born in
I am a regis

cmmigrated te the U.S.
I am employed by the
and was employed by that company

91 was employed by Mine ¥BY in about nd remained in
the employment of Mine "B" until May 12, 1937 at which time Mine *BY
closed.

uI became 2 member of U.M.%W. in about when 1 started
mining coal in I11. I remained a member of M7 untii 1932, when I
became a member of UMY until 1932, when I became a member of PA, I
became a member of PMA beczuse the local WY of which I was a member
changed from 1867 to PMA. I was not active in the formation of PMA.

#I have never held an office in any union.

"Prior to 1932 the management of Mine “B" seemed to have been
on good relations with UM%,

"Between 1932 and May 12, 1937 there were no strikes at
Minc "B", nor did Mine "BY closc down, During that period of time
the management of Mine #B" was on good relations with® PMA and did
not try to discredit PHA tc me. Although about six months prior to
R Mzy 12, 1937 I hecrd Oscar Falcetti telling some of the miners that
D line "B" was to be UNW within-two years from that time. I do not

=173-

AL T e TR, VRTS8 s LIRS



Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL

YIE ' TITH. .. ¥now the reason f6f Falcettii's remark. From 1932
to May 12, 1937 the management of Mine "B" was not

»

hostile in its attitude settling grievances.

7 think PMA is an honest unionj; being operated for its

EEEL)ETS, Ao unusual Spﬂcl&l assessments have been made uva‘!‘n‘?t me.

I have never taken an interest in union activities . I am at
orizert a member of PMA and I think it is a good union.

41 took no inteérest in the bombing cases and I do not know
whether the PHA members convicted, got a fair trial or not.

"Between 1932 and May 12, 1%37, so far as I know, UMT did
not set up a picket line at Mine “9" ror did UMW distribute any
literature at Mine "B". About six monihs piror to May 12, 1937
Charles Bochannon and Tony Plotch told me that T[T was better than PMA
and wanted to know if I wanted to join UN". 1 did not answer
Bohannon or Flotch and *liey said no more to me. I do not know 1f they
talked to anyone else. Ho one other than Bohannon and Plotch made
efforts Lo convert me fron PHA to U.M.V.

"] pever sow an official of UMY with the managenent of Mine

[T A=Y ] Iy S I S

“pY PT10T L0 uay .1.4, 1337,

"] did not know of a wage scale controversy in the spring
of 1937.

"On the night of K¥ay 11, 1937 I attended a regular meeting
of PliA. Dominic Pasquale, Pete Carter, Frank Austin, Tony Plotch,
George Jacaway and Charles Bohannon were to have been expelled that
night. I did not stay until the meeting ended and do not remember
the details. The menbers at the meeting were talking about
striking the foliowing day as they did not think those expelled would
be discharged {rom Mine "B". I do not know if the gbove mentioned
men defended themselves, but they were charged with attempting to
organize Mine "B" for U,

#] did not go to work May 12, 1937 as I thought tlere would
be a strike if those expelled from PMA were not discharged, therefore
I can furnish no information as to what went on that .day. I heard
later &> strike was called.

"] do not remember signing any petition in the summer of 1937.

T knov I did uot sign an Y petition.

T heard a new UW local was formed in the summer of 19337,
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A g R e R L TS LTGRO e



Ret JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL

LN " 2oVs)

INTERVIEY 5 but I was not asked to join.
!continue!i #Sometime in Sept. 1937 I heard PMA had a

picket line at Mine "B“*. I went to mine "BY two

" or three times to talk with the pickets, but I did not stay. No

one threatened me if I did not act as a picket. I received no
notice Mine ¥B" was to have opened in Sept. 1937.

"I received a job am Sherman, Ill.
in Oct. 1937 and lost all intere .1ne WEY, can furnish no

information as to what occurred at Line 3" after Oct. 1937. 1
did vote in the N.L.R.B. election Dec. 15, 1937 for PMA. As far as
I know the election was fzir.

"I met mon the street just before Mine "BY
reopened in the la 01 1939 at which time he told me Kine "B"
was to open as & U7 mine and I should go back to work at Mine "B".

T informed hin I had a job and did not want to work at Mine "B®.

#] have had this statenent consisting of five pages

read to me and it is true and correct to the best of my knowledge.

15 Mark

Witnessed: = .

Special Agent, F.B.I.
SI)QCial AEEm - FOBIIQ"




INTHRVIFW WITH

. _ by Speci ents

——

was born in

Enclisi well, but would give no information o
following sipgned statement:

"Springfield, Ill.
Sept. 7, 1943,

ny,
rincfield, I1l., mar g volunta atenent Co
andm-rhom I know to be Special Agents of the
Federal Bureau ol InveSilg n. I make it without fear of threat, force

or promise of any kind.

"1 vas vorn 10 N

P P .

W] first started working in mines when I went io work in
Mine “B" in Springfield, Il1l. in about 1934. I joined the Progressive
Mine Yorkers of imerica Union at that time because that was the union at
Yine ¥B® at thattime. I worked &t }ine "B* from 1934 to 1937

nT do not remember anything about any union activities at
Mine *B"., I do not remember any trouble between the United Kine Workers
of imerica, P¥i, or the company. I know Eine "B" closed down in about
May of 193'7 but I still do not know why. I do not know anything about
what caused the strike, or if it was & strike or a close down.

"I do not know anything about any labor trouble, any % ion
union trouble, or about anyone being expelled fron MMa in the spring of
1937,

n,fter the Mine "B"
iine in Spf'iﬁgﬁeld. But I had to
or threatened me in any way.

down, 1 got a job at the Jefferson
g 4
1] o

close
;juiu H No one forced

1] do not remember getting any kind of notice to come back
to work at Mine "BMiin 1939, but I saw it was going to open by resding
the paper, so I went to Mine "B" in Nov. of 1939 and went to work. I

1 a number of UM’ and as long as I worked in the mines which was
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL
L'7C/
1 0

NTERVIET VO THE until about Nov. 26, 1941. I remeined a member
U -
continued

"I do not know anything about any union activity
at Mine 3" as long as I was out there. I was working as

and was =z company man, and I never heard of or saw any
ameng the men.

- "I remciber the National Labor Helations Board held an

L election but I cannot remerber vhen. I did not vote in this or any tbher
S electizn. 1 do not remcmber ever signing at any time any union petitions,
either for U or FilA.

"hen I went back to vork ir ¥ine “B" in 1939, I never
vent back in the mine and I never sav vheiher or not there had been any
fires or caveins while the mine had been closed.

%I have no feelings either for cr agzinst either the
FiL. or M. I have belonged to woth, and I have no hard feclings toward
either. I believe both are honest and I do not know anything wrong
zhout either of then.

®I never noticed that any of the company officials favored
eithoer U7 or P, one over the other.

*I do not know of any fights or trouble of any kind between
WMF. and Pha in connection with Hine "B". I took no interest in any
union activities. I have never held an office irn any union and I have
never helped to organize any union.

"] have read this statement of three pages and it is true
and correct to the best of my knovledge.

Titness : (Signed) —
Sp('.-CiE'.l J'Lgent, F.B.1. )
Smcial Z‘sgent N F.B-I-"
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oy Nes JOHE L. 17.1S, ET AL,

1M TrT

Springfield, Illinois,

was mtervlewed at his home on ! !ember 1943 by

WEE CODPCI‘B!.&VQ in !!!6

interview and expresse 18 willingness to testify if neccssary. He under-
stands English fairly well, but has dlfﬁculty in expressing himself. He
cleimed to have no eriminal record.

The following signed stetement was obtained from —

“Springfield, Ill.
September 6, 1943

P
L4 l!

-

&

end
Bureau of Invis
made me.,

"] live at
working ot the present time.
canc to the United States in

"] joined the Ukw in H Missouri, and was &
merber of that union until 1932, when 1 was working at Peabody No. 59 whan

I joined the PliL. when 1 begen working ot ¥ine B, end joined the Pro-
grossive Kine workers of Lmerica, I was satisfied with the PUA, because the
lcaders secmed square, end the union secmed pretty good. They didn't have

meny esscssments, mercly the regular dues.

I was naturalize

% Just before the strike in 1937, I heerd that there were some
men agitating for the Ui Y¥o onc asked me to join, and I don't know
whether the sgitztors worked at the mine. I don't remember geing to a PMA
meeting on the night before the strike, I heard from some men who went to
the mecting that therc was to be a strike because Elshoff wouldn't have any-
thing to do with the P.lK.A., and only wented to bargain with tho U.k, We 1
never heard of any statements made by the management which would show that
they preferred the U.M.W. to the P.M.4. 1 don't remember hearing that any men
were kicked out of the P.M.4&. Because I had heard that there was to be a
strike, I didn’t go to work on that day. I don't think the wage dispute had .
enything to do with the strike. when the P.M.A. got only & temporary agroe-
ment with Mine B, tho miners folt that the P.M.4. officers could get as good
a woge Sscele as U M...., end were satisfied with their efforts. I don't lmow
anything more about the strike, or the reesons for it.

*] don't remember signing a petition for any union, or being asksd
to sign ono, 1 don't ever remember being asked to join a UMY local, I got
. letter about a U.M,i/. membership, but don't remcmber the date of it. In
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Re: JOHN L. LELIS, ET 4L B’I 4

L0

Decomber of 1937 I voted for P.M.A. becruse I liked con-

A2 el mwmn st Anr sk i d e hntdbnm dhae tmmdaw dha T A T
Vil HUJ.LUJJ.’ VO Vel wlilddi  WALAAT L Wl Wellkhe i¥a

MALVLUILD Widue L
!continucd) I wasn't forced to vote a certain wny, but could vote
es I pleas>d, and think the election wos fair.

Iﬁf"?"‘““"

"I romember, that in the fall of 1337, I went out to the mine
to the pickct line. Yo one mede me go out there, but, as a member of P.M.A.,

I went out to protect my tcols and property, and to keep the U.K.T.. mon
from going down into the mine, 1 think Elsheff got the injunction so the
U.L,\\s» men could get inte the mine, rather than to protzet his property.

I saw only Kire B men on the picket line.
"In the fall of 1939, I went bea:x to Mine B when it opened, to

et my tceols and clean up the werk I hed 107t in 1937, I only stayed aboud
end couldn't work in the

mines an OLECT WES Lo iTallud by wiycie to join the U.KJue in the
I was at the ninv. 4fter I left the mino, I heerd men, among them
say that thzy had to join the U.k.w. or they would lose their

"I heve had the foregoeing, consisting of approximestely two and one
helf peages, rcad to me, and state that it is true to the best of my

Imowledge.

=) "
witnesses: :
m hgonts, FBI, Springfield, I11. "

r
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INTERVIED TITH
Springf :LeIE Ty, Wwas interviewed at his

I_I home on Se tember 5, 1943 by Special Agemts
—a.nd This mwan has a fair uxder-
standing of the English language and can €¥press himsell su£f1c1ently

to be uncerstood. He said that he was put in jail one night for some
trouble in his neighborhood, but denied 'any other arrest record.
Be stated that he is willing to testify if necessary.

P T YL I NS L. S v ey 3
The following signed statement was obtaineds::

nSpringfield, Ill..
September 5, 1943.

L suke iic following-statement freely
and veoluntarily to and who have
identified themselves Lo ke as —necial Ageus eral Bureau of

Imvestigation. No threats or promises have been made to me do obtain
this statement.

"I presently live at _ Springfield, Ill.
1 am emplcyed at Panther Creek Xine

"1 was born o I came to the
United 3tates in — and was naturailzed 1in in springfield, Ill.
nY firs ned a union, the United Line T’orhers. in -

t do
I first Joined
I joined the Progressive line ’ orlfers of America in 1932, I began to v
work in Kine 3 in - I nave never held any office in any union.

nIn 1932 I went with the men when all of then joined the
P.L.A. From 1932 until 1937 the men and officers of P.ILA. treated me
0.K. The officers did all t.hey could to help the miners. I 1liked the
P.L.A. better than the U.M.7, for this reason. Vhen I wvent back to
work in 1939 I was still a member of P.M.A. I quit working at Minc B
in 1940 because I did not want to join the U.K.W.

f~
/7

\

napfter the mine reopened in 1939 qld me tha§ /\3‘&
if I did not join the U.H.T'. I would get beat up. this I quig N

oy

because I did nol want to

get beat up.

-
.
Soin UM.T gecause T did not want

ey uaau l.rv

"One day when I was in Mine B I recall that I askedP
who was a driver, for some more rails in my room. Sald

if I joined up uith U.M.%. T would get more rails, and everything
would be better in the mine, but that as long as P.M.A. had the contract

- B
L
-
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL
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with Hine B conditions would be no better and
the miners would not get anything.

continued

*] remember that Schrelevious came to my house a couple of
times af“‘:r the mine reopened, and tried to get me to join U.M.W. He
said that I better join the U.M.W., and that if I did not join U.M.W.
I would not have a job at Mine B. I toid him that I would stay in
P.K.A., and then Schrelevious said that soon there would not be any

?lM-A-

"] think that Sam {Joe Altan.ue) came to my house a couple !
of times. I can't remember his nane verv well. He tried to get me ! /
to join U.M.YV., and said that if I did not join U.M.¥., I would get q‘/

beating.

“As long ws I was working at line B, I did not hear much
about the miners boing beaten up. T heard that the rough stuff started

after I pudit working at Mine B.

#Then the strike started in 1637, I think that thc reason for
it was that there wcre some U.M.V. men working in Mine B, and the
P.M.A. union threw these men out of their union. “hen the company
at Mine B refused to fire these men,, the miners who were in P.M.A.

struck.

"In September 1937 the management would not let P.M.A.
go into the minc, and vanted the UK., men to go into the mine. When
the company tricd to reopen the mine in the fall of 1937, thc first
day the U.N.W. men went into the mine. On thc second day the P.H.A.
would not let the U.M.7. men g0 into the mine, T think that Elshoff
got the federzl injunction to keepr the P.1.A. men off his preamises
so that the U.Y4.T. men could go into Hing B and work,

nIn the election in 1937 1 voted at the State Armmory for the
P.V.A. because I liked that union, and I wanted to keep it at kKine B.
T did not like U.X.¥. I don't remember signing any petitions in 1937.

nAfter the mine reopened in 1939 the U.M.W. men got better
rooms and better worlking conditions than the P.M.A. men. A man known rrf

as “was an air checker, but he never did any work, RHe i
nerely walked around trying to organize the men for U.M.7. h &
told me that if I did not join the U.M.W, there would be a lol © H

trouble, but he never told me that I would get beat up. However, /
ST he inferred that I would be beat up if I did not join the U.M.W. He
AT talked to me about three or four times.
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Re: JOHN L. LEVIS, ET AL 10,71/

LD

®Other men also talked to me about joining the
U.M.%,, but I can't remember their names. In
the fall of 1940 I quit working at Mine B

‘ because I did not want to join the U.M.W. and
I knew I vould get beat up if I did not join the U.M.W.

INTERVIEY V.ITH

continmue

#1 remember that before the strike started Schrelevious used
to say that there was going to be troubie at Mine B. I don't remember
him saving anything about the U.M.T. He was just trying to make
trouble among the miners. I don't know of any other trouvle makers.

"I never heard Falcetti or Il=hoff{ say anthing about their
liking U.}.7.. better than P.M.A. I dii hear that 12 U.E.%\. men had
been on social parties with Falcetti ana £lsholf, but I never saw
any of these parties.

nmhis stztement consisting of this and two other typewritten
pages has been read to nme, ard 1 state that it is true to the best of
my knowledge and recollection.

Vitnesses: (Signed) —

Special Agents, F.B.I.
Springfield, Ill.
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1G43 by Special Agents

—m'xierstands English fairly we
‘himseif intellisently, but with difficulty. He claimed to have no criminal

I
“

“wecord. . f necessary, he is willing to testify in court.

—i‘urnished the following signed statement:

fispringfield, I1l.
September 4, 1943

"I,— i ke "inll iiiilwiﬁﬁ statement freely
and voluntarily to Fa ;_m who have identified
themselves Lo me as 9pellal A €15 0 e . eaend ureau of Investigation.

No threats or promises have been nade to n2 to obtain this statement.

T nresenily i e a*._SDrinrzfield, I11. I am
"SI - = y

L I

emmlored at Line A.

v}

-

‘ "] was bopn o I came to the
United States in Y was naturalized i at opringfield, Ill.

n] first joined 2 union, the United Mine workers, in- In
1336 T joined the rrogressive Mine rorkers of America when I was working
at Line B. 1In 1942 I rejoined the U.M.i.. when they took over the contract

at Mine A.

% pegan to work at Mine B in 1936. I had nothing te do with the

organigzation of P.M.A. After I became a membuer of P.M.A. I was satisfied
-4l 4+ 4 v However., one union is jllSt about the same as any other

Yo
witn Lhat unloh. nowever, union ust

untion to me. I was entirely satisfied with P.M.A.

"No one contacted me before the strike in 1337 about joining U.M.W.

"Refore the strike I heard that some U,M.%, men were trying to get
men to join the U.M,.. I know of two men who did this, but I can't remember

their names.

®T know nothing about the wage scale dispute. I attended a few

L

T.1LA. union:meetings, but I don't rcemember whether I went to the meeting
on the night before the strike startzd or not. I do remember that at a
few mectings there was somc discussion about kicking some men out of the

—~ b d s

union becausc of their 4 ST activities.
f 1
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nI can't remomb:r how the strike started, or why

it started. The winers started %o load their

cars with short weights., I remember that we were

callad out of the mine just before quitting
time. 1 don't know why the miners were loading their cars with short
weishts, but 1t might nave been over some trouble with the U.ILU. ozggnizers.

RE: JOHMN L. LEIS, ET AL

*] remcmbor that I signed a P.lLA. petition in 1937, but I can't
remenbor what it was for. I don't remember signing any other petition,
I know that I did not sizgn a petition for UM,

"Nobody came to my house after the strike begen to got me to join
the UM

nIn Soptembsr 1937 I think that I recelvid a notice from the
mana wnent of the nmine that the mine would reopen., As I recall the P.MLA.
had a meoting the dar before the day the nine was to reopen, and it was
decided at this meeting that the 7.LU.A. men would picket the ninc if any
U.Y., men were allowsd to ¢ dovn into the minz. Falcettl, the super,
trizd to push the FP.IM.A. men away from the cage to let the UMY, nen get
1nto the caJge to 20 into the minc. The P.M.A. men picketed the minc so
ot the U.K.1. men could not go into the mine to take away the jobs
of the P.M.A. men., The F.H,A. men only wanted to pretect tieir jobs.
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