Re: JOHN L. LETIS, ET AL

his home at
1 Are

nas inteféiewed a
fleld Illin01s, by Speci

~ Mmake a pood witnessaqwe | 1S Inabt 130y ©o sreak English very well, although
he ao-rears intelligently alert. He has no known criminal record.

supplied the following signed statement:

"Springfield, I1l
September 4, 1943

"1, § makb the
who are Spec1al Agents of the Fedefa eats or
promises of any kind have been made to get me to make a statement and I do

80 knowing it may be used in a court of law.

L was bor

nT began working in coal mines ir mln about §

and first joined a union at that time. I joined U.M.7.

"] first worked at Mine "3" about and then I worked in several
other mines and came back to Mine "B" about

"I think the miners and the management got along o.k. before the
r.M.A, was formed., 1In 1932 I joined P.M.A. because there was a condition
existing within the U.LLW. that the miners did not like. e had no voice
in the election of officials and we had to do as the union officials said
so my local quit U .K.W. and joined P.I.A. I have never bzen a official ~
of any union,

"1 liked P.M.A. at that time and I thought the miners were about
504 better off under P.lf.A. than U.I,”". As far as I know there was no
difficulty with P.M.A. and the mine owmers until just be"ore the strike
at Mine "B" in 1937.

¥ "I did not see any spies at Mine "B" before the strike and no one

- attempted to get me to change from P.M.A. to U.M.W. at this time, I

' heard a day or so before the strike that 2 or 3 men had been expelled from
P.M.A. for spying activities,
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL

: b7e &9

"On the day of the strike I loaded all my cars as usual

and worked a full day. I understood that the company had
refused to deal with P.M.A. and also that the company wanted
to deal vith U.M.W.

"I signed a P.M.A. petition shortly after the strike to stow the
Federal Government that P.M.pA. was in majority,

A few months after the sirike we heard the mine was going to
open under U.M.W. so at our union meeting we decided we would picket the
mine to protect our jobs. On theday the mine was supposed to open only a
few UMW miners went in the mine. We continued to picket until we were

served with an injunction.

. PR T S . W

_ i voted in tne N.L.R.B. election in Decembsr 153
fzir election and F.l..A. won by a large majority.

"1 started back at Mine "B" when it opened on an open shop basis,
I worked as P.M.A. until I saw the majority ‘wre going U.M.W. and because I
wanted to warl ard aS long as both P.ILA. & U.M.W. were working there was
aiways trouble. I had no recourse if I was shorted on my cars, unless I
belonzed to the union who was able to deal with the mine operators, I
have been short weighted on my cars loaded and I can't get the proper settle-
ment under U.M.W.

"I prefer P.M.A. to U.lL7, because the miner has something to
say in electing the officers under F.M.A. while in U.M.7. we have to accept
any officer who 1s appointed.

"I have had this 3 pame statement read to me by
and it is true and correct.

/s/

Titnes

Special Apent
5 Special Arent, F.B.I."
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Re: JOEN L. IEWIS, ET AL

at which time he gave

g follow1ng signed statement

intervicw 8

The following is statement:

"Springficld, Ill,
September 1, 1843

", do veluntarily give the following signed
statement to B who have made them-

sclves known T s opeciai agents o regerey Sureau of Investigetion.

Mo threats or promiscs of any kind were made to cause me to make this
stxtement.

"] first started working in the rmines in ! joining the United
n

ine vorkers of Anerica At that time. I started a ¢ B about three or
four years before thc union split up in 1932, Before 1932 so far as I
know the rcolations between UMAA and “'ine B officials was alright.

MTheft of ballots was the immediate couse of the Frogressives being
formed 'in 1932, !ost of ¥Yine B joined up with the Progrissives. Betveen
1932 and 1937 PMA officials got along fine vith Elshoff.
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL é 7

-

INTERVIEY WITH "The trouble in the Spring of 1937 started because of an
argument over whether the new wage scale would be retroe-

contlinue sctive or not, 4t this time there was about a dozen men
at llinc B who were believed to be spies and in the pay of
ULLA who stirred up trouble about the wage scale. Some of these msn that I

remember off hand arec Charles Bohannon, Pete Carter, Tony Flotch, Frank
Austin, Jimmy Hale, Andrew Skreleveous (phonetic spelling). I believe that
therc were three trials at which these men were suspended for 99 y:zars.

These trials took place a short time before the strike on May 12, 1837. 1
vas 2t the trisml the night Charles Bohannon znd Domonic Pasquele and at least
one or two others vwere suspendsd. The only persons present at these trials
werc ths witnesses and Trial Board of Five ilembers. The trials werc held

at the !4 Moeting Hell,

"The day of the striks I loaded two cers and came home and didn't
know about thc strike until the night of "oy 12, 1937. I have heard that
short ecars were being lozded on the day of the strike.

"I was on pickct duty 2t Tine B nearly cvory day aftar the
pickcting started in Scptomber of 1937. During this period a few UMRA men
tried to opon the minc but they never had enough men to be successful,

"I never siw any violonee or blood shed whilc I was picketing at
“ine B.

"I remember the first election in Dcecmber of 1937, It went
Procrossives von 404 - 25. T romember that there was soms trouble
about ramplets buoing passcd out but can't romember what wss on them. I
voted Frogressive,

"Lftcr ths cloctiorn Elshoff didn't seem to want to deal with the
rrogrcssives, I was on the committze to see Elshoff in the fall of 1939 about
opening th: mine. At the meeting Llshofr said, 'I vill lct you go back to
work, and give you the check off, but if we run short of men I'11 hire
whoever in the hell I want to,? -

"There was a rumor zoinz around at the time that the United Mine
“orkers-were paying clshoff during the strike. T heard that they had given
him as me h as §200,000,00, but can't prove it,

"™ hen I went brek to work in 1939 under the 'open shop'! azrecment
the majority of thc mincers still favored the Frogressive ‘ine ?orkers.
Soon wfter we went back to work 2 man by the name of g
on 3s an 'air inspecctort - this was thc first time they cver
at “Yine B. Fe tried to make fricnds with a1l the men angd ¢ o join
UILA.  Other WZA who enmnc in - B
’ R - These men f ked for U
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Re: JOHN L, LESIS, ET AL b 7o
ZXo¥s

Mthese men along with Several others wgre the onss who
bezt up a number of the FPMA mem. I nerer ic‘:‘iu&li}f AW
I!!n!lnued) any of these acts of violence.

"iltogcther during the period 1939 and 1540 carly 1941 tho UMTA
must heve brought in about 50 men, and kept signing men over all the %“ime,

"During this period the UITA men vere in the office all of the
timc, and secmed to be very friendly with Elshoff.

"I voted Frogressive ogain at the secon
by gquite & number of votes., Before the ¢lection at the NLRB hearing they
had a mumb~r of men therc wcaring buttons to show their preference of UMHA;
I hcard that there was a *10.00 fine for members who did not go and wear
thesc buttons., I was askcd to go to this neeting and wear & UNTA button dbut
I refused,

A
{8 §

o

. —{‘

"Eofore the elcetion mens tools vwere stolen, sulpher thrown in coal'

cars & mcn docked, & men werc beat up to got thom to join the TMA. l}
NI

a list of 21 Frogressives vhose a

period. :

tools were stolen during
"] rcmember that & petition was passed around after the strike and

over 450 men signcd in in original handwriting and gave their address
showing that they fzvorcd the Progressive Union.

[ SR

\B.I., Springfield, Illinois
/s/ F.B.1. Springfield, 111,"

o]
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL 59

&)

INTERVIEW WITH The following investipatj conducted
cptemter ¢, 43 :
' Illinois, agents interviewed
: and he advised he never has been arrested. It was
note ¢ understood the questions asked him and gave answers all right.
Fowever, he did not seem to know much about the pertinent period as will

be noted in his statement. He appeared to be &n honest individual and
was cocperative,

hois, oh

His statement is as followsi

I1l.
Sept., 2, 1943

meby make the following statement to

7 ESN who are known to me to be Speciel
eals or promises havs been made me to procure

have beon emploved

A e
when I was have never he g Union office,.

I started at ¥ine Ahout 1935. was & charter member of P.M.A. because
the U.M.%. local to which I belonged went to P.M.A, in 1932,

"From the time I startccé at 'ine "B"™ to the time of the strike I
had no chance to obscrve relation botween F,M.A, & Elshoff. I never heard
the management favor U,M,7, in any way however. There wore no unusual
disputcs between the loeml officials and the members so far as 1 know.

So far as I know therc was no racketecring by the local officials, I don'%
think that in this pericd I ettonded more than 5 meetings this was because
of the time it took to go to Springfiecld to attend. Concerming the

Frogressive men who vere sontenced for bombing and such I certainly
dont think they did 211 thev were sccused of. Thile I was there the Union

WAL Wiladaih vty WAl e a LWy et Svblasby La wniage 1 ovwas LIel wiite

dues scemcd normal and I dldn‘t know of any money being handled wrong.
From the time I went tec Kine B up te the time of the strike I never

saw U,M.V. picket the mine., I heard that therec were some men in the P.M.A.
who werc trying to switch the men to UM.W. I never saw any literature
distributed by U.M."., I never heard of ELSHOFF giving any parties for
U.M.%, officials.

"I rcmber that just before the mine closed we were working under
s temporary agreement. As I recall therc was some kind of a settloment.
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we: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL b7e

L p

INT ! where we were supposed to get some back pay. There
was B lot of $alk about this at the time, 8o far

!!!!!!!HEE!’ — s I know the miners did not feel the U.L.W. would l\)e
able to get any better coniract than the P.M.A,

"] dont remember any dispute over wages prior to the strike. I felt
the Union officials would see I got what was coming.

"I heard of & meeting being held the day before the strike., I did
rot attend it however, and didn't hear of it €111 May 12, What I heard was
talk up on top., When I went to work May 12, 1937 I had no idea there would
be & strike. "hat I hcard was that the men were going on strike bsacause
the Company would not fine some exrelled miners. I felt these men should
have been fircd, but can't spcak for the others., I heard the names of
some, I rccomize as being one of them the name of Frank Austin., I dont
remember any thing about any cars being loaded short this day.

"I dont recall now signing any petitions the summer after the
mine closed. If I ha¢ signod any they would have been P.M.A,

"I sizned no petition for U.M,%. and didn't know they had one.

"I heard nothing about the U,M.7T. forming = local the summer of

1837.
"I remember nothing unusual happening during the summer of 1937,
Just prior to tho starting of the picksting at Mine "B" I was
workin: - :C paid little attention to what happened

zt thc¢ mine. ﬁlﬁ_ﬁ't_gﬁ—ﬁﬁt to work vhen the picket 1ine started and
know nothing about the time the ¥arshall ordcred the men out. I did go
out on 2 or 3 occasions to help with the picketing this was after my

SR Tv.rything there was peaceful so 1 remember and the
crc to protect thier jobs.

were Jus

men

"I dont rceall going back to the minc after this until the mine
reopened for good,

"I voted at the first ¥LRB eclection. The vote was by secrect
ballot & ms far as I know it wess an honest and good election. 1 voted
P.¥.A,, which was the woy I wanted it and no one forced mc to do this.,

"I heard nothing about Falsetti or any of the men from Mine B
going to work at the Jefferson Mine,
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Re: JOEN L. LEWIS, ET AL

é’)b ‘-,

 INTERVIEZ AITH e 1 20t & lotter from the Co. advising me that the
mine was to open. I went to the mine right away
!continued) beforc the date called for in the letter, 1 asked
Falsetti to give me a new room and he said that
berauee 57 a Labor beoard ruling every man had to go back in his cold room.
I never went down in the mine and have never been back to Yine "B" since.
Falsctti made no mention of wages to me and said I could go back when my

turn came he ncver asked me to what union I belonged. I was well satisfied
with P.X.4, and still feel it is 2 good union,

~

LA SO T 1.1-_4‘ oA 4 i . : L R I

I have had .gent rcad to me the forcgeing statement of €
pagcs, ns I have trouble reading myself. This statemont is all true to the
best of my recollection, I am therefore signing it of my own free will,

. é]’f_‘ ¥ v

"Signed:

w

(Lilw, )"

Illo '

Spec. Agen Scpt. 2, 1943"
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REI JOHN L. LE“IIS, ET al.

I'N'I‘i" Vi“l"l Iliii
jointly interviewsd &

Illinoi September 8, 1943 by Speciul agents
“ He appeared to be willing to answer quedtloms propound
WEEPIn and submitted the following signed statements

I1l4inois
September 8, 1943

g the following volun=
whom I know to be

tary, statment to §
uresu of Investlgetlons Ue 5+ Dopart-

Soeeinl ngents of the

ment of Justioe.

Illinois end
I11li=

" "I reside on
I am nresently emnloyed at the Panther
nois, &s & Fifn miners By Pia, I refer

"The first mine unian 1 ever joined was the United -
Mine Vorkers of amerieca, referred to hereinafter as the Ufle I iiined

is union about at Springfield, Illinois when I worked et
"The only union office I ever held wus & Pit Comnitteew
' under the UI{I, in

man &t the

"I worked as & member of the UAT in mines in the
Soringfield area from: Rt In September, 1932 I vams working
at the Peabody Mine #89, Soringrield, Illinois und there, in thet
month, I veolunterily joined the Pil.e

"I was well sutisfied with the PMa leadership &nd
feel that the of ficials of the Pn trected the runk und file miner
fairly.

"I took no aotive purt in the forrttion of the
Pilae

"In the latier purt of 1834 I sturted working at
Mine B as ¢ PMi mumber und I woirked there continuously until the
mine olosed an lMuy 12, 1937.

= "The relotions between ELSHOFF und the Pl appeared

g to be sastisfactory fram 1:34 %o lay 1937 when it oloseds The closing
of Mine B, wus & gurprise to mee I never had ony lkmowledge of UM
organizers in this mino in the Spering of 1937, tnd wus never oanttoted
by them or heard that they conteoted other miners.
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TRe JOM L. LETIS, ET al. é? 7 <
b 2D
INT i WITH "I went to very few union meetings because
I lived too far awny f'raom q“-'-"-!lgfi&ld to mike
L - e ] P Lo mi.

such trips.

"I was not familiar with the wage soale problem in
1937 between the Plia und ELSHUFF. However, I thought the PMa miners .
ware to get some back pay which wos mot peide.

"] did not attend the PHa meeting of Mey 11, 1937,
but I heard the next morning at the mine that four or five men hed been
expelled because they hud joined the MMl I did not know the details.

"The Pia members felt that the UT men should have
been expelled, und that ELSHUFF should not permit them to work,

M~ 0. 19 b Wel: 1, S, [ P T,
- ULl muy .I.G‘ LIl s0me COoill Oures wWare LWUUU BNGT I.p'
and the mine olosed downe I do not know why the ears were louded

shorte.

"I never did go buck to Mine B «fter Mcy 12, 1837.
I thought the NLRB election of December 15, 1937 wng feir &nd repre-
sented the dosires of the mine workerse Vlhen the next NeR.B eleotion
was held, I wos not working ot the mines I hud no kmowledge thut
ELSHOFF fuvored the Uifi{ ot idine Be

ro_had the two pages of this statemunt read
und it ocontcins the truth to the best

TR,

f!Shé§1u1 nzent F.Bel.

?eo1a1 ngent, FeB.I."

-63-
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Re: JOHN L, LEWIS, ET AL

rviewed ecial Agents
¢1d kis story in & clear 4nd
convincing manner and seeme ave & fairly good recollection of events
rithin his knowledge relative ta instant case, It is believed that
would make a good witness for the Government. There is baing set for

hedow $ho cIgned otatenent nhuh- executed at the time of this interviews _ . .

q 111,
Sept., 2, 1943

make the following voluntary statement to

L e 3 i s both of whom have identified themselves as

pecial Agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigatiom. No threats or o
rromises have been made to induce me tc make a statement,

o emme et

ey mining 1in asou

ey ) warked at fine B from 1930 until Jan. of 1942 when
I started working at the old Vest ine. I hkave never held any office in
tke union,

"I joined the PMA in 1522 when the state went progressive and it
waes my opinion that all the men wented to change over te Frogressive,
Thines went along smoothly in the FIA uptil 1937 & all the men felt
satisfied with the officers.

"In ilarch of 1537 our contract with Wine B expired and the union
was trying to settle on a new contract with the company., All of the men
thought the PMA could do as well on & wage incresse as the ViW. At about
this same time our local discovered thet some of our men were acting as
spies for the U.M.%. Some of thesc men vwere Charles Bohannon, Tominick
Fasquale, Frank Austir, Jecaway and others that ran around with these men.
These men started agitating about a week before the strike and kept going
around among the men telling them to go on strike because & new contract
fadn't been signed, I was in one cf the groups when these men were telling
us to strike.

"I know that thesc men were expelled from the Union before the
strike for their actions. T don't know how long they were expelled for
and didn't atiend the meeting, but 1 think most of the men knew they were
exnelled,

"] went to work at ¥ine B in box. as a digger on the day of the

strike.. All of the A men said they wouldn't work with these men. Our
;:_ told Faleetti the men shouldn't be allowed to work, but the

o i e 7w T
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s JOHN L, LEWIS, ET AL
Re _ ’ é'?C/
s 5105
P 2
, INTERVIEE. WITH company sail the men should work. T think the company

was playing favorites in letting these men work,

When ve saw the company was going to let the men work

we all went below and started working. When I saw that
some of the other fellows werse loading cars short I decided I would also
load some cars short. We continued loading short until we were called out
of the mine. I thipk it was about 3:00 PV when we got on top and were told

the min: was on st—‘ke.

continue

"I wert to work the next day as I think it was pay day and I alsac/

T S =

thought the sirike might be gver, ™hen we got to the mine we were handed
a pamphlet by our union man ! & this pamphlet had thc provisions of/
showl

the new contract set forth a retroacdd clause. The managemen
put out a pamphlet which was distributed by and this /
Uamphlet had the contract set forth, but there was no retroactive clauge

in it, e decided we wouldn't work so we all came home.

"During the summer of 1937 I signed two or three FMA petitions. I

think I signed one at the mine and one at the union hall, I was never
forced to sign any of these petitions. In qgn+- of 1937, after a notice

forced to sign any these titions
%a§ in the paper that the mine was %o open we all went out to the mine,
Then we got to the mine we were told by our union men that the company
had said we couldn't go to work unless we signed up with United., I don't
believe any of the men tried to go to work that day,

"The next day we started a picket line and kept it up until Dec,
of 1337 when we were served with an injunction. Most of the men felt
pretty bitter about the injunction. We felt that the court was wrong in
issuing the injunction and we felt the company wasn't giving us 2 square
deal, The mine was our bread and butter and although we felt our union
was doing B5 much as they could, we felt thc company wes against us, 1
stayed on the picket line from Sept. to Dec. and stayed because I wanted
to. %We were mllowed to come home and change clothes & see our families
when ever we wanted to,

"About the samec time Charles Bohannon came to my house and asked
me to join the U.M.W. He did not thrcaten me and I told him I didn't
want to join the UMW at that time.

"There was an NIRB e¢lection in Dec. of 1937 and I voted in that
election. To the best of my knowledge there wasn't any fighting and the
voting was conducted in a fair manner,

-
.

"] didn't go back to the mine until November of 19539 when I got
8 letter from the company. I wont out to the mine a foew days later and
my section w.asn't ready due to dirt, etc. Tho bottom had heaved up and

- 65 »
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Re: JOHN L, LEWIS, ET AL

*
e
‘.!

continued

"I think that when we started to work in 1939 that
progressive had a majority. In my opinion the company was unfair because
they wouldn't sign a contract with us. I know that the company sometimes
refused to hire new men if they wouldn't agrece to sign up with United,
The only men who could get j ¢ thosc men who were sponsored by the

" By - 2o and

'_, were told

These men were members of Progre551ve.
: now work at Pamther Creek ##4, and !works at Panther . ot
¢ men felt there was & deal on between United andé the company. I

never saw any cvidence of any money being paid by the company or union to

any of the men referred to as au;nn, since I live irn na they 11
lived in Srringficid. T never ran around with any oMen.

In abeut the fall of 1940 1 joined the U.M.W. union, I joined
the unicn because I had heard that some of our men had been treated pretty
rough by the U,M,W, men, I was nevor threatened or beat up, but figured
it would be the best thing to do to join up. I had a family to support
2nd didn't want to lose my job. I was never told by the company that I
had to join United, but it was genecrally felt by the men that to hold their

job they had to sign up. The men 2lso felt that if they didn't sign up
that sconer or later they would get beat up,.

"I have read ov:r this entire statement of 6 pages & wish to state
it is true to the best of my recollection.

(signed)

"ritnesses

Speciel Agonts, FERI
U. S. Dopt of Justice"
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REs JOHN L. LEVIS, ET L. RN
|7

On September 4 1945 Speoial ngentsL
B .
ot r-m Nlinots. N
5 that he had no criminal record. Imnedictely

advised that he had been told by one

INTERVIEEE mi
C . R E—

at this time advise-'
o9t] arents

d heard a oouple of men tilking in the mine about holding &
meeting on September 4, 1943, concerning the investigation being can-
duocted of the Mine "8" gitustion by the FBI. 4as neer &s thie mun wusg
able to gather, the persons to cttend this meeting were the twelve
alleged lebor spies. stcted to t° these men were

wcmderlng if the F3I had boen to yor end telked tc q.nd seamed
bad if -nd been Interviewsd

tc take the sttitudo thet it would
f the interview tha tm‘n_
L

by the FBI.

‘ It wus note < oemed
tc have on exoceptional recollue avents thut tock plece ut Mine

B during the questioned periode -seened to be an honest and reli-
able person end he expressed his camplete willingness to appeur in court

at ony time to testify to what he hud told agents.

is to be noted thet

éi is belicved thut G JPwould moke an exocellent and willing
witness. & gave agents the following five-pt.ge typewritten stite-

ments

i _ Ill.,
Sept. 4 1943,

"I, g
veluntery stutement to
known to ne to be Speeinl Agen s 0 edera
tion, United Stutes Depurtment of Justicee No threwts or pramises
huve been mude to me to give this stuiement.

I1l., um_po ig free and

- 67 -
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RE; JOHN L. LEWIS, E? AL.
£
b D

INTERVIEW V1T
{Continued)

"I first sturted at Mine B in Bpringfield, Ill.

: still there in I was born 2
* I joine e UMT c S e, With
und I never have d any union offlce. 932 our UMV

locul was alright et Mine B and it was & company union &nd we miners
just puid our dues into the looel but did not get any support and if
we had any disputes we did not get far with them ut nll. During thet
time ELSHUFF would get whutever he got fram W/ und it is even worse
now at Mine B than it wts buck in those deyse 'Je UM{ men got ¢ dirty
rotten denl from JOHN L. LE{IS und he gove us the right to vote tnd then
he stole the bullots and I wus glud when we went over to Pifa in 1832.
“Je miners felt thaot LEWIS had sold out to the operttors thenes I took
en active purt in starting PMa &t lline B and to get rid of WL there
ond I telked to other fellowas ond told them to join PMa. At that

time most of the men went over to Plla of their own free will tnd no

one wes foreed te jein over and I will sey thut we htd o good orgtnize-
tion under the Piln leudershipe.

"Between 1932 and until the mine closed down Pia officiuls

got along ulright with ChRL ELSHUFF of Mine B. However, around 1935

or 1836 about 13 men esteblished themselves together und they would go
into the coml office und tolk teo then about going blok to UiRly These
men were S~UMY, also known &s J.B; ~NDY SCHRELEVIOUS, MHINIC PaSQILLE,
PETE CnRTER, FRaWK AUSTIN, TONY PLOTCH, CUTTUN AlitNInS, JOHN SIKTOUT,
GEO. und ERMORY JuCa'lnY, CHARLES BOHWNNON und JIM HuLBy There elsc was
a Lithuanion with them who is now decds ELSHXFF and the muncgement of
Mine B did not bother us at ell before the mine olosed obout going baock
to UMY that I reocll ofe 'Jo PMs miners got nlong 100% with the PMa
officials frar 1932 until the mine vlosed with the exception of the

13 men mentioned about und we liked the of'ficinls end things got slong
Just fine then. Ve men declided whnt should be done nnd our comnmittees
tcok up our troubles oand got things for us and it was & lot betier then
in those days than it is now ot the prosent tine &t Mine By 'le never
suspected Gnything wro Wlth the In nffioinlse. I cttenddd wlmost
every meaeting beoauss ¥ E B vos our check weigh men
and he went to the maetlngs “and I would go &long with him, In regard
to those Pin men who were convioted for thut bombing I felt pretty bed
epout it und I think that JOHN Le LEVIS guve & lot of money to ¢
reilroad diok namud B .nd he guve it out and I think thet the nen
who went to the pen were 1l innooents I uttended their triul on
savernl times, Other miners nlso felt thut the PH. men were not guilty,
Before the mine olosed P, offiociuls properly nccounted for their
money and I alwnys wus given receipts for dues I puid &nd they never
had o lot of specinl tssessmentse There wis no feeling ot eall that the
Pl officials were getting any ocut out of the money mutters, WM men -
naver picketed Mine B before it olosed and I never s&w tny literciurs

fron W tham. n~bowt 3 t< € months ggf‘ore the mine oclosed the 1% men
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REs JOHN L. LEWIS, ET aL. Ly,

o DD

menticned above I heard did & lot of talking around
o to other Pla men in the mime to 305.11 back to M7 but
" {oontinued) they never talked to me beocause they all knew that
I was 8 strong PUMA man. It is my reccllection that
pane time before the mine closed CHARLES BOHARNON end same one slse waa
expelled from PMA and then later on same more were expelleds I ettended
all those mestings along then and I recall that the Trial Committee made
their reports to us miners at the meeting and after they reported they
hed & vote amongst the members and we voted to expell them, because /;
they were trying to us to join over to Uifle This was not dons at one |/
meeting but hsppensd over & period of time und the Trial Committes had |
done & lot of ohecking on these men and we miners hed that right to !/
vote an those matters but now under TMT we don't have that right & ‘
orees I reonll when the oontrosct expired in spring of 1937 thut
and other PMAa officials of PMa told us ut our meetings tha

woe were working without & contruct pending u new one and that if there
was & roise it was to be retrootice end I had 114 tons then tnd never
got a dime for it yete Our PHA officicls told us &t these meectings

just what wos going on in regard to this wnge question and they did not
fhold out eny information from us at ell but kept us fully informed of
all details as &t thut time I weg very cotive and attended every meete
inge In regord to parties I did heur thut ELSHOFF und UMT men did hold
purties but I don't know where ond I £lac heard thut efter M7 won

the sooond NIRB election that o big party wuasg held st the offices of
Mino Be 'le PMA miners always felt that PMA would sign & ocontract with
ELSHOFF and we all felt that PMA dould get for us just & good & contreot
as UMY could ever get for use ‘le miners were sll sctisfied with the
woge question end there wes no trouble there ut Mine B om puy days mor
were there cny strike or slow downs beotuse of this wige troublea Just
before the mine closed in 1937 these 13 men mentioned obove were very
sotive in going around to hames of miners at Auturn and other pluces

and they tried to get them to join over to UM7 but they never ocontuoted
me &5 they lmew I wos too strong for PMA &nd I clse heetrd thit thesy

1% men werse 8cen & lot around the UMY building ond I reoull thut X

used to see¢ somo of those 13 men wnlk nlohg the atreet in the directiom
of the UM Building but I never cotuslly saw them enter ite At thut
time I hud he use for these 13 men tnéd wo did not speak to one tnothesd
I don't reoull of the munugement of Mine R telling us nnything about

the wogae sotle and it wus gossip thea thit ELSHOFF would not sign up
with the Illincis Operutors becsuse he wunted to bretk swuy from PMa &nd
join over with UM7 and ut that time the Illinois Produocers association
was signod wp with PA«

"The night before the mine clesed duwn there wus held u
special and not a regulur meeting ot the PHMA Hull et 6th & Wushington



RE: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL. .

in Springfield, Ille I had been told of this by our
s : ouger at Mine B und ot that time of the meeting
{oontinued) there must hove been between 300 snd 400 present as
it wus & large groups The main purpose of this
meeting wus to decide whot action should be tuken or done in regerd to /)
the sxpelled miners who had ween expelled same time before et our !
previous regultr meetings and none were expelled this evening et &ll [/
&s they hed been expelled befores Before this speciel meeting hed

been held the munugenent of ine 3 would not fire these expellod men

and it was decided at thot meetin: that the mentgement should be given
one more ohtnoe to dischcrge them and thet if the nLn&gament refused
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and it was decided that Fshoulé recontuot ELSHOFF about this
metter. It wos decided we would picket the mine if these men were
not fired. At thut specinl meeting there was present % R
it and I thiny wes there. I went to this meeting ¥
: hentioned aboves 1Y Was o very pecoceful meeting und there
wog nc trouble there snd we nll felt thet thoso men should not work,
At this meeting nothing wos said cbout the woge question at all but it

wis just cbout these 13 mene ‘Then I went to work the next morning I
Inmew thot if RISHOFF would not fire these 12 men thnt we would nicket

iAW PuP B u L ) oy LRIV IRRE p § L 8 vl oW A TR AL FaUASTY

the mine and I knew tho: SRu.gdBwis to sce ELSHOFF about ite e did not
0zll cny strike but just relused to work with those 13 men who wrnted
to form & new organizotiome On the dey the mine olosed I worked about
6 hours. At the snscial meeting the night before nothing et all wes
se.id sbout loading the otr short but on the dey the mine oclosed some
of the PMa miners sent around that we should load our oers short in
protest ogninst these 13 mon being ollowed to work cnd I don't roocall
Just who told me but I did loud 4 cirs short too tnd one I never got
p-id for till later ome 485 I heard it no PMu officitls guve any such
orders to load these cars short but it was sturted by Pl miners them=
selvese I don't think thut Z5W eulled us out that ocfternocon but

ts I recall it the compuny itse closed the mine down beotuse the
c.rs were being loaded short und we nover worked a doy cgtin until 30
months laters I left oll my toels &nd & full keg of powder in the
mine thut doy end I did not know thot the mine wculd be closed when

I ceme out from the mine, This whole issue was over those 13 nen und
wss not bectuse of ocny wege trouble. On the folllowing doy after

the mine closed the whistle blew but we Pl nen picketed Mine B on

the highwoy oulled Jucksonville Hnrd Roand cnd no one went to work et
ell exoept the engineer cnd the nine offiecinls, This picketing lusted
about 16 doys end I wns thers every morning tnd there wns no ill feel-
ing nmong us men and none of these 13 nen showed up &t all during that
timees It was u peuceful picket linc und thsrs wes no trouble «% sll
tnd its purpose wus to keep thoso 13 men from working. I just cun't
racall §€ I elgned any Fua patition ¢ chort time afier the mine closed

- 70 =

C o e e g d T M Wa e T Rt kb g S R T WO NS LT R R RS T aisae s o



LEW

RE: JUHN L. LEWIS, ET al.
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but if thers wus one I would huve signed it as I wes
very strong then for Pdae I was willing to have
Sorntinued) signed anything for PMA tnd it is quite possible
thot I did sign if they hed petitions oute 1
don't now if UMW got out & petition or not as no one contioted me
as all knew I wos & stirong PMs mene 1 hetrd thru the pt.per thet M
formed & new looal in summer of 1937 but I never was asked to join its
Sane time between Muy und Seote 1937 I read in the ptper that ANDY
SCHRELEVIJOUS shot 8 mon und wife in their tavern because the man would
not join the UM{. &~fter the mine closed down Filh did not have any
regular meetings any more but around that time there wuns & lot of stuff
in the papers cbout U4V huving & majority etoc. at Mine Be I heard then
too that the UMY did htve small meetings uround but I never scw or
tttended thems I olsoc heard that these 13 mon got jobs et Jeffersan
ine beceuse they had & ™M loenl there ond I also heard thet FALCETTI
wes u boes there and tocording to goussip ChARL FLSHUFF had un interest
or wi.s & receiver ¢f the Jefferson Mine. During the fell of 1937 I
cttended ¢ meeting of Pl at which time we wore told thut the nine wos
g0ing to open the next doy or sc under UM ond thet we should be out
end that we would be roo.dy to go to work us PiA &nd not as UMW Thﬁt

with this President of UfT who stid thut if the PMu miners would sign
L7 cpplicutions thit we could go buck to work ¢t Mine B otherwise we
oculd not end ' s.id he told this Presid bt we would go beck
us PMa and no ifie I clso believe thrt told us thnt he
hed & talk with 0SCAR FALCETTI who si.id nothing. trlked to

us out on the highww.y whoere we were in & lurge group, tnd ct this time
we did not go on the mine proverty 6t ©1l und we did not sce these 13
men there ct all, and cll of us went hame then wnd no picketing began
thens During tho next week or so Fllu held unother nmeoting tnd we decided
agoin thut we would still bs PMa and not UIF] end the.t we would picket
the mine if UM men went to work and in a doy or so we 11 showed up

at Mine B to go to work ond ut this time these 13 men were there.
FALCETTI let these 13 men go duwn into the mine himself thct doy tnd
we went hame «nd thut stme aftcernoon we hud wnother nosting ot our

Pita htll cnd many men were there und it wus decided thet if these 13

men returned to work the duny thot we would picket tnd would not let them
go down. at this meoting no force wus used on us ut Tt 211 tnd it wous
with wishes of t11 us miners thut these 13 men be kept ocut of the nine.
noh of us hud & voioe in this mutter and no P officinl told us we

hzd to do somethings Ve men ran thiét lootl tnd we hod the veice in

it ond there were « nice bunch of men there in locul 54« The next
morning we bottled these 13 men up in the ooal offioce &nd they stiyed
there ti11l thut cfternoon when the Sheriff ecome out «nd let them go
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uwiy from the mine. Prom then on we stayed at the
Nine B until the Marshall oanme out with his injuno~
tions That morning when the 13 pen were 8t the shaft
getting ready to go down _ (phonetic)

of our Pit Coammittes told Falcettl that he sure mus 8 & blood thirsty
§== 0~ 8 b---= to do what he was doing. Odtherwise there were mo fights
or trouble &t all theres I stayed at Mine B day and night except onoce

& week and it lasted for about two months. The PMa officials saw to it
that we had good cots and good food and even gave us mmoking eguipment.
There was no trouble at all while this picketing was going on. No out=
siders were brot it and the men were just from the Looal 54. ile did
this plcketlng to proteot our Jobss No one was forced to picket at

all and we all did it of our own fres will. PA even furnished us

with gasoline while we were out there. While we were there no UMY

men oame around &t alls 'While we were out there we hesrd samething
+that+ ‘!T‘MU wWEE fomings ocut with 8 himah hut they mavar shawvrad urs e

Wadta W Ll Al AdaE, Lo I SRV S MLALLVILL R W ALY diks ¥ TR Daivrvaa g ik v

played ball, cards oetc. &nd I took ocare of the boilers. Ve shaved
end took baths etos 6nd the Sheriff ocome out onoe in & while and wives
and friends of ouwrs would come out and visit us snd there wes no trouble
at alle I think thot there were about 400 of us out there most of the
tige he overage About 7 peme 8t night the Marshull ceme out and

oo T : told us to leave and &bout midnight all of
us were gone & 25 no fights or anything und we felt pretty bed
sbout it ms we felt that we hud lost our jobs und the Murshall said
that we could not come back on the premises. Saversl deys 1L_tgn~ tha

Morshull “aft some 1niu.nctlon papers &t my home und I hLve shown then

on‘\.ad

to Agent: g and and it is nddressed to me und is in comnec~-
tion with o sult brot by idine 3 Cool Co. sgtinst the Pifa und I will huve
this puper in my home all the times 4 few duys leter I reoud in the

peper that tho mine wts geing to reopen cond I heerd thet only ¢ few went
ocut but I never went oute around that time too PMi hed severul local
meetings aund we were told to stay swuy fram Mine B beotuse of the in-
junection und thut is why we did not go out &s we could not go on the
propertys At the first NLR3 elecotion held in Springfield, Ill., I voted
for Pdn und it was by seceret bollot und no onc told me how vot6e

Just before wo voted we hud & mueting nt the Fifi hull wncl
to us ond suid thit if there wore uny men in the hall who o vote
for UMY und felt thet woy thet they should go ahead and vote UMT end he
soid 4o us also thut intsmuch as we hed stuck together so fer that we
cught to know what we wunted &nd thut we should vote the way we wented,
He gave us a nice tolk und did not threuten us how to vote nor did

he or anyone else tell us how to vote at alle. It wus decided ot

the meeting thet we should go cver &and vote in groups of 12 or so and

s I recnll thut in the group I went with thut ut the corner of the armory
ot Second St., in Springfield, Ill. I sew CH-RLES BOH:NNON tnd the other
12 men around there und they were giving out litereture tnd I took one
but don't just rooccll what wos on its I voted for Pla tho ot that
aleotion, T olso woe cne of the moen who went out and hﬂlped olrry in
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RE: JOHH L. LEJIS, ET al. & /
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_ } ¥ & oripple who voted and this o-ripple nune I occn't
SN recoll, hed wanted to vote und he phoned the presi=
!oonginued; dent of locul 54 end usked if some one ocould come

out tnd help him get in to votes His ntme wus
{phonetic) and he had beer end I and several
others went out to his hame end helped Armory. He voted
of his own free will and no one forced him to vote but he voted beoccuse
he wanted tos. This wes 8n honest election und expressed the true wishes
of the men. A short time after Pu won this slection I read in the
veper that Mine B wts going to rcopon under UMV altho Plia hud won end
T went out but did not ge to work end &g I reonll it t uu.-.v wu;uu for e
short time till NIRB sent their decision buck tnd then the mine wes olosed
agoin until fall of 1939.

"Even tho PMa won I hoard thru gossip that ELSHUFF would not «llow ony
Py men work there except UMV men. During 1938 und 1939 I worked onm
WPu end I recull thot nothing unusuel hoppened then while Mine B was
closede I heard gossip then thut JOHN L. LEVIS wus paying moncy to
ELSHOFF and I felt thot sume woy boctuse I know that EISHUOFF #ug & smull
(= I o torlind:idid not have LRy DONCYe- - I Ll“p know that ELSHOPF hed worked
68 & conl sulesman for the Rush 3rewory Co., tnd hud chirged too much
for coal efter the first World lor und he was fired snd suit wes brot
against ELSHJUFF.
"1 got & registered lotter from Mine B telling me to report |

to work within 10 da tnd wont back to work at onee in
my SG4I6 ILOmEl o ono nsked me whiit union I
belonged tos he stid nothing but gtive mo check
No. 148 und I went ri o] These sume 13 nen were slso wur.!:lﬂg
when I sturteds No one told me what wiges wis to be puid but I had
heard th.t we wers working under the ULl eontreot and he would not |
check off dues, I mecn ZLSHOFF would not, «nd I paid my Biu dues my=

salf every monthe I hemrd thet ELSHOFF hed scid to the PHa ocommitteos
thet he would never sign a contract with Pllue uft first there were

not muny strangers working thero but ebout the second weeok or so they

hired new mon tnd they wereo only U/ men.

r.

“U.y navear uuu i
"wir mun" nnd But when I wont
mo work 8 hired s cn "eir
men" und he went around the minc tulking to the men to Join over to
L7 and he would oome into my room &t the mine but he never ttlked

to m2 rbout it as he kmew I wus too strong for Piu, .
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INTERV [E7 WITH _ (phonetic) und several others were
- S orgenizers znd went sround &nd tnlked do the men to join
over to UMfe One morning in Jane lgél-wsame to me

and csked mo whether I wans going to sign up with UMH

and he suid that I would heve to gither join with U or I wouldn't

have any jobe I also suw Big ' of I1l., ond esked him

whtt he wus going to do and that we wunted a job thut we would

wrva to join upe. gave me the application form and I filled it

out for hims I had 2lso heard that if I didn't joln up by & certain

time that it would cost me $25400.

REs JOHN L. LEMIS, ET alL.

"I joined the UMY motually becouse I wonted to keep my job and/
stve my hames I felt too that if I didn't I would be hurt physlcally

Ve keep our clothes in boskets in the vmsh~house, the min next to me
wes M7 and one day I oame to the waosh house and the clothes of the
men next to me were cut all tc shrods, I dont remember his neme but he
told me ot tha time thut thoy got tho wrong man tnd ht.d intondud to get
mes« 1 believe this wns beoccuse I hodn't joined the UMY this wus nbout
e week before I fineclly decided thut I htd better join the UMifs I re=-
pcrted this incident to the Sheriff and he told me thut if cnybody

hotherad me to let him lnow und if necsess: ry he would throw the whole

(SRR VIS a8 4T W fiad Ll wvuaid

bunch of them in juils after I joined the UI.N I wouldn't heve uny=
thing to do with them this mude them mud tnd one dcy CUDGE BUIGARTENER
ceme to me and told me thut I hid better change my wiy or hetd kick

8]l hell out of mee. I heard men hollering tround the wtsh house &nd ) /
heard scuffling und fighting sll around the pluoce, but I never suw ~
any of these i‘1 hts acturlly. I did know of one fight when « UM min ,}/

g ‘ feild «nd guve him ¢ betting.

~

: * ' Aocordlng ‘t _ ]
T.IN hj ¥ rned “this offor down 5 most of those men neludin nyself
were already rmembers of the Ulfle Iheard of u fellow numed ho wus
bent with 8 pickhandle in his roome This man had been runn £ our
and the Co. dischqrged him fram this und geve him & room I believe

- L2 o e o
T this wus done so he could be betten Gs he wis o strong progressives

- After I signed up with the U] I got a registered letter from them
telling me to come down und be iniatiuted or I would huve no jobe
I hud not gone down as I did not oure for the UIfT even though I hed
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RE;s JOHN L. LEVWIS, ET al. L o
67@

INTERVIZ VIITH signed for them und didn't wani to be inictinted
ko= wntil I hod to. This letter otme from the UM
W stote organizetions I do not reocll signing

any otrds for either the UM or the Pil. up umtil
the time I joined the WNI.

"I believe that the 2nde NIRB election wus on honest eleotiom,
it was by secrect ballot end wos run just like the first omee I think
the W7 won the 2nd. election bectuse the mine B had been filled up
with UM/ mene During this period & miner could get his san & job in
Mins B if he ch.DﬁgE'u to Uh‘;'f%’, while & mun who uu;t’.‘r'ﬂgau to PML couldn't
get o job tt this mine. Prior to this when the mine wns operating wder
Plla contruct it hud clwuys been the companies policy not to hire the
sons of miners working for thema

"Then I went boek to work in Mine B it wus in bud shipe
physmully, I think it oost plent of money to put the mine buck in

hove never been rcoponode 1 never heurd of uny big fire sturting e
Mine B whils the strike was one JuCK GLASCO] is the mon I huve been
tulking about who comes from Taylorvilles I hetrd thut he wis kicked
out over some trgument concerning the money thet wus lotned to the
Mine B Co. I feel that UV should be mode to puy the Mine B men for
overy dollur: they lost during the 30 months thut the strike listed et

thut mine.

"] hevo recd the foregoing stutement of 5 typewritten puges
#nd to the best of my knowledge cnd belief it is the truth :¢nd nothing
but the truthe I went to stete thit I clwoys liked the Pl. better
und that the emnloyees of Mine . &nd 3 should both be buck under the
Plve Hoving rend this stutment tnd kmowing it to be truc I tm eigning
it of my own free wille I would be willing to testify to the stctenents

herein in oourt vt tny tine.
Signed ﬁg

"litnessed

1ile

“Scptg.;" , 1043,"
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THE EXHIBIT i{SNTIONED ..BWNE HE.DS .8 FOLLJISy

oontinued 7
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HERE IS THE Nﬂiﬂ
HOIE. MY PHOE NUBER IS

LY 3
dhd DUl vl e

SPRINGFISELD BUT HE SaYs HE COUM IT.

HaVE CalLE% THIS NO ON PHINE
63 .9 25343

1 B.WE CaLLED HERE
NOROUDY HOME

1T IS NoT 710 P.ii.
SORRY, BUT I "JILL BE HOI=

SUNDLY IHORNING
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akes a poor appearance, is n ¢ Ily alert,
rscending of the conditions at kKine "B™., He exccuted

€
it+en sicned rtatenent:
WA W e Aaa

q Illinois
Septcmber 6, 18537

whom I know to be Special Agents of
«5. Department of Justice.

"The first mine union I ever joined was the United Mine workers
of Americe which will be referred to hereinafter as UMW. I joined this
union at ' :

"I worked ot three or four other mines before 1933 or 1934 under
the WS, 1 started working at Mine B in 1933 or 1934 under the Progressive
Mine S.orkers of america which will be referred to hareinafter as the P4,

% never held a mine union office.

did go back. I never got ny tools.

B o Springtield, I,

; "I got along well with the PmA officials at Mine B, I never found
anything wrong with the PMa.

"1 presently work at the §
under the Ullw.

"I only went to a few Plii moetings because Springfield wes too far
awgy from my home.,

"I believe the following men were trouble makers at Mine B and
S organizers for MM in the Spring of 1937: Tony Plotch, Pete Carter, Frank
T Austin, John Sirtout, Georee Jeceway, Fmory Jacawey, Cherles Bchannon and
- Jemas Haled

“None of thesc men evor contacted me, I know very little about
A troubles and know nothing about the wage s-ale controversy. I believe
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"I left kine B on May 12, 1937 when the strike started, and never -



Re: JOEN L. LEWIS, ET 4L ZJ 7.

bID

-

UM was trying to get the men to change over to
UMA from PMA and I believe the men I mentioned
above were aggitators paid by UMw. There may
heve been other men aggitating for UMW at this
timo. but I ¢eon not remember their names,

"I was a coal digger at Mine B, I do not remember the PMA meet-
ing of May 11, 1937 or what happened.

"I believe I left the mine early that day (May 12, 1937). I
think I was celled out about noon that dey. I never went back to Mine B.
efter that day.

(s,

witnessed:

Speciel hgent. FBI. .
Special Agent, FBI. "

- T8 -
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RE: JUHN L. LEVIS, ET al.

INTERVIE] "TITH S WL § ihterviGWBd at his residence,

g
Afents N on S8epte
was born in

rrested. He spea

4, 19432.

hes never besn
knows very little cancerming the faots of this investigation and con=
sequently would be of no value as & witness to this investigutions He
is still employed et Mine "B",

glish well, but he

"Springfield, Ill.
Septs 4, 15943,

"

I, .
volutary stotemen A
to be Special agents of % edernl Bureau of nves'lga ione I rmke
it without fear of threat, forece or pramise of tny kinde.

muke the following

"I wes born_ir e N I sturted working in
the Mine "B" in nbout SN in Sorlngfleld, and then joined the United
Mine ‘Jorkers of .merice Unions In 1932 most t.11 of our U/ loonl went over
to the Progressive lliners cf .merict Union, tnd so I joined P in 1932,

"I took no netive part in the formution of P and I huve never
held an coffice in eny union.

-

"From the times between 1832 cnd Moy, 1537, I did not notice
thot there were any strikes or close downs tt Mine "B". lone of the
canpany officiuls ut tny time so fur ms I know ever tried to disoredit
the PMa or get me or anyone I know of to join Uf7e I did not notice thnt

the compeny wus prrtinl to either Pl or Uii.

"muring this time I thought the PM. union wns un honest one ond
the officials were honeste 1 did not think there wns tny rucket oonneoted
with the P4 und the only assessmont I didn't like wus the 10% tssessment

4+ o uocad Pn‘- othaey PM: men who waeran '+ Woarkine .
LR [ A= L= W WldNe a Pyt ey uvd..s. P Ld W AR R ] LiAY Y lL-l_lLa -

"I never took an interest in union cotivities wnd went to very
few meetingsa

"Zotween 1932 and iy of 1937 I never noticed cny UMT picket
lines ut Mine "B" und I never suw any cttempt by UH to orgonize Mine
"8"s In Spring of 1937 I heard some of the Fllh men were expelled fram
the PMs union but I do not know whye I ctnnot remenbor eny of the ntmes

of wny of those men.

‘‘‘‘‘ o e mells

-179 =
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REs JOHN L. LEJIS, ET al. /o~ /
= /o ¢5>1>‘<:)-
iﬁﬁVIEﬂ ITH "] do not remember whether or.not I ettended &
Py meeting on Mey 11, 1937, <€he night before the

(oontinue!’ strike. But I do not thin.k I went. On HMay 12, 1937

I went to work as usual og 8 caupiny mean down in the
mines “Te did not work all dey beoeuse same time during the day our

Pidn officinls pulled us out of the mine ond seid we were on strike. I
did not know why we went out, end I'm still not sure why we went out.

I don't know why those men were expelled fram the union end I never heerd
of any wage soale trouble at that time.

f0on May 12, 1937, I noticed m lot of the cars were loaded short,
but I do not kmow why and I never hoord anyone tell the mon to locd them

short.

".fter wec went out on I
un

do not remcmbor ever being
notified to oume book to Work i g

Hu
1td

"lurin- obout Septe of 1937 I remunber the PMii had ¢ sit down
picket 1linc «t Minc "B" but I wos not therc whon it sturteds I dan't
know how long the picket line lusted, but I wus out there only about
tgn duys in alle Ko one mude me come out tnd I went out volunttrily.
I wois not there when the pioket linc wes tuken off und I do not know why it

went offes

-t in Mev 1937 1 hn'l'iravn I si*'n_é_)d L

ddl Sy i joLL o R

PiL. petitione
sure I never signed u WL/ petltlon.

"During the time of the strike

thera.

: "I remomber voting in o Nationol Lebor kelutions Bourd Eloction
in Dece of 1937 whon Pl wone I wns not foroed or tihreitened in tny wiy

and I think it wus o fair oloctione
"In Nove of 1939 I got & lotter whioch I thought cance fram the
gov't., telling me to oome baok to work und I went buck to work in Mine

"3" na u compuny mon und hove boen there ever since. 1 wtis ¢ nmenber of
Pifs when I went back, ultho I nover onid dues the whole time IlMine :L

wos shut downe

- 80 =
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»
R3Ig JOHN L. LEVIS, ET ul. b7«
67D
; INTERVIE. JITH "From the time I went baok to work in Nov. of
1939 until the end of 1940 when I joined UM, no one
oontinue ever triod to get me to Join wei by %elling me to or

threctening me toe I joined UM/ bectuse the rest of
the mon were joining and I wunted to keep my jobe I never soctunlly sow
any orgonizing by W7 ot Mine "3" ~ snd eltho I hetrd bout some tnd heurd.
tbout some moen getting betut up, I never saw any of it.

" hen I went buok to work in Nove of 1939 I did not see the re-
sults of uny fires or cucveins and I do not think thore were &nye

"I remember voting in an NIRB election in Feb. 1941 when UMV
wons I thought it wes o fuir eleotion & I wus mot threuatened in tay

itnesst

Specicl agent, Felel.
NN Special azent, FoB.I."
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Re: JudN L. LEWIS, ET al.

Illinois, was interviewed at his ptember 2,

1943 by Special agents ?and iy
speaks _nglish with dirfficully, and is able to express himself on y

ey rraas 12 s i

very simple words, ile stated that lie can only write his name, and that he
a very limited reading abiiity. .uestions put te him must be short and
2lain, e said be is willing to testify in cowrt or the facts as he re-

members them., iHe clains to have ni iiiﬁlnal record. The following signed

statenent was obtained frorc
"Springfiéid, 111,

September 2, 1943,

Lo o=
I

make tnc following statement freely and
voluntarlly te § . : vha have
identified themselves to me as ne Federal
Bureau of Investigation. HNo threais or promises have been made
- to me to obtain this statement.

"1 presently reside at Springfield, Ill.

I came to

I stuyed in this union wntil I joined the fropre551ve Vine ‘ofkers
of Asmerica in 1932. I rejuvined the U,U.. in 1940, as I recall.
I never was an officer in any union_

"I took no part in the organization of the P.M.A. in 1932,
T merely went along with the rest of the men., T wanted to be with
the majority. I mever have bcen one of the mlnority. I went to
quite a few P.i.i. meetings, and also some U.lM.:. meetings. Both
wnions treated me 0.K. I wanted a job and was villing to be in

any union that would see to it that I ot a job,

#] don't remember any P.l.4. mecting on the night before the
strike started in 1937, I probably did not go to thc meeting. 1
did not knuw anything at all about the strike until I was called out
of the mine. I was told to stay around the mine by the P.lLa. osficials,
After a time, the sheriff camc and then the miners went home. I don't
know why the strikc was called.

- 82 ~




Re: JOWN L. LZWIS, ET aL. é
7
oD

| TERVISJ WITH "In the surmer of 1937 no one ever contacted me
abut joining U.lL.w. In that summer I signed a petition
ntinue

for P.lf4i., but, because I can't read English, I don't

remember what the petition was about. I don't remember signing any other
petition.

"] don't remember how 41 received a nobtice that Mine 2 was to reopen
in September 1937, but I remember that when I went out to the mine, the
P.M.~, officials told me that we were not going te let U,U./, men go into
the mine. I stayed around the mine until the U, 8. MYarshall came and told us
to get off the mine property. I saw only ifine B men at tht minc at this time.

"In the election of 1937 I voted for P.i.a. bucausc I thourht that
the majority of the miners favored that union, From that time wntil I went
hack to vork in 1939 no ouc asked me to join the U.M.d. after I went back
to work in 1939, some man whose name I don't knuw teld me that everyone
else was going to join U.M.%. and asked me why I did not join the UMW
I finally signed up with U,M.¥, because I thought that all thc rest of the
miners were signing up with Ulil,». Dveryonc was saying that if we did not
sign up with U,M¥.*., there would bec no work.

"I don't carc to which wnion I belong. Onc wnion is just the szame
as any other wiion., I think that all wniuns arc alike.

"T pever saw anyone beat up in the mine or on mine property, but
I did sec a man in a hospital who was suppesed te have been beat up in the
mine. I don't knov why the man was beat up.

"it prusent I am working in [fine i, having been transferred from
ine 3 wherc there were not enough rooms for the miners to work.in.

"Ihis stat.ment consisting of this and oue other typuwritten page
has been read to me, and + state that it is truc to the best of my know-
l:dgz ané recollection, :

miitnesses:

b, S &
. Special agents, F3I
= Springfield, I11,M

"m B -
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. Springfield,
Tllinois, was %erv1cwea in the residence of his son,

4y 1943, by Special Agents

o it
acv g iuuv.xy;utc;.

He cannot speak
brd, Recause of his lack

_testify in court. The follow-

on September
Because of

PP rogmy.

of education-salc he preferred no
ing signeod statemeni was cbtained fror

"Springfield, I11.
September 4, 1943

.-J
c+'

e 4— -lﬁp. ﬁd‘u+ + -~
(=¥} Wi

..
;.
‘l‘

L

whnm I know to be Spec1a1
Investigation, of my own free
will, with no thre oromises, Because I don't understand
S . has explained the ques-~
swers to him have been

me a naturalized citizen in federal court at S ring
I joined the United lMine ‘iorkers at .
ir joined the frogressive l'irie workers

and rejoined the U.M.iW., T believe, in April, 1941

]
I have never
held any office in a mine union,

I am presently workirg at liine B.

"I began working at dne B ir 1929, I joined the P.M. 4, in
TN -~ [ R 4 —— e ) N T e A e e - s = A oo P R N - Y *r Jde WL
Aol du Liidy .\h..hli\‘.o', Luer 1 lidall 1w pal b 11l 1luo Ul gd.liJ.ﬂdhLUllo L QUEL T
remember why the F.li,A. was started. I was entirely satisfied

with the P.1L.A., and the officers of the union treated ne all right.

YT remenber that the pit committee of the P.M.A, told nme
about a union meeting to be held the night before the strike. I
didn't go to the meeting, but it seems to me that it was something
about joining the U,M.\/, On the day of the strike I wepnt to work,
and the strike was called about 2:30. Some of the nen/%
cars shori, but I was not, I don't know why the men vere loading

; short. I don't know who called the strike, or why it was called,

oa81np their

"T don 't remember signing any paper for the P.M,A, after the
strike started. T don't remember signing any papers for any union.
T don 't remamber 2ettine any notices that the nine would reopen,

- B4 -
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Lrt
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G-
fJ
v,

In the fall of 1937, I vent out to the picket line
at Mine B, because the P.M.A. pit committee told me
to. I don't remember voting in the 1937 election

held at ine arsenal,

"Just after lire B recoened, J 9, Jirmy Hale, and Sam (Joe
albanese) came to my house AT Lo join the .
U Mo I didn 't sip '

"I don't remember voting in an election held in 1941, and don't
remember if I did vote or rnot.

& "The foregoing, consisting of two pages and this, has been read
to me b E8S g P and I state it 1s true to the best of my

xnoviedsd

/S

Special agents, FBI
Springfield, Ill.
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Re: JOHN L. LI#IS, ET AL. boc b
D

........

Springﬁ'eia s 1111N01t, WaE 1nterviewed at S

eptember 4, 1943, by Special Agents? -
i ell uring th

: peaks and reads English very w

-~ interview, exhibited a very pvor memory for details which it is belleved

' he should have retained, He claimed to have no criminal record, and denied
ever having been convicted of any offense. He said he was willing to
testify in court to facts that he remembers. The following signed
statement was obtained fror ¥ : '

"Springfield, I11,
September 4, 1943

e the following voluntary state-

" ment 1o whon I kniow to be
Special agents o nvestigation, of my own
free will, waith no threats or promses made to me,

"I,

"I presently iive at ¥
N and am employcd at liine B.

Iwas bom

gan vierk at iine B.2 I joiied the Progresmve 1 ~orkers of
america at idine 5 when ther were orgar 1zed in 1932, T rejoined
the U.ll.W. about npnl P, U, M.V,

‘ilnartcr was closed.

"Prior to the organization of the P, 532, I heard of
some trouble in the U.M.v. I was § and didnt't
pay any attention to it, and really le about 1it.

I really don't know the reason for the organization of P,M..i., and
I took no part in the organazing of the P.il.a. From 1932 to 1937,
corditions at the mine were satisfactory. I heard or saw nothing
which might have shown that the managerent of lfine B was in favor
of the U.,M.v,, rather than P.U.A. as far as < knov, the men vere
entirely satisfied with the P.¥M.A., for I h rd no complaints

+ ]

T . L P e e ‘-—\‘\nr\

irom any vi wnien about the wmmion

"] don't remember any P.M.a, meeting the night before the
strike, and I don't remember hearing anything about the meeting
the next day. —'n the day of the strike, I went to work, and
didn 't know anything about the strike until I had finished work
for the day. I heard that men had been loading their cars short,
but don't know the reason for it. I also heard that some men in

the north part of the mine lad walked out, I went right home,
+ heo np'\r+

and vhen I got back Yo the mire the next o g, I was told that

~-86=~
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Re: JOWN L. LEWIS, ET al. é?c, 570

there was no work. I know that there was some
disagreement between the P Y. A. and the mine

pd SEliTliL DeliWeell Lne S Faases

ontinued§ management over some retroactive clause in

the contract. 17 don't know anything mere about it, and don't know if that
was the cuuse of the strike or not.

"I don't remember signing any P.U.A. petition just after the strike
in 1937, I do remember sirnirng a U.M.W. membership card in 1937, just be-
fore the strike, #talkud to me in the mine, and told me that
most of the men were U.M.if., and asked me to sign a membership
card, I did so, because I thought most of the men were doing it. I had
no part in the formation of the U.M,W. local in the summer of 1937, and
continued to pay my dues to P.}.a. I didn™ pay any dues to U.MM.W, during
that time. In 1939, while the strike was going on, I went to work at
Panther Creek No. 4, which was P.M.a. I dropped my membership in U.MJ,
at that time. I worked at Panther Creek No, 4, and stayed a member of
P.M.4., and went back to work at line B when it rvopened in the fall of 1939,

"] renmember getting a notice for the opening of Ifine 3, from the
company, but don't remember the date, and don't know for which opening
it was. In the fall of 1937, I went to the picket line at the mine.
The P.M.4. men vicre picketing the minc to protect their jobs. I heard that
the U.lL.%. men were talking sbout starting a local, and signing a contract
with ¥ine B management. The P.M.a. mon vere picketing to keep the U.M.W
men out of the miue. I was on the picket linc when the federal 1n3unct10n
was scrved, but don't know the reason for it.

"7 don' remember getting any notice of an election in the winter
of 1937, I remember voting in one election, but I don't remember whem it
was, or how I voted., I didn't go out to the mine during the strike, except
when I was on the picket line, and I didn't hcar of any statements made
by the mine nmanagement for the U.M,». or against the P.M.a.

: i I wasa}ﬁ orced to sign, but :
'Wspoke to me scveral times, but never said anything about

Joinnfg the U. M.

“I don 't remember szgnlng any affidavit saying that

Uiti
1 oon CVEDr rememoer Bohannon
ecausc I wouldn!'t Jjoin the U.M.U,

saying t
would pe,
telling me %

uf fering
-87-
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, T al.
L9’7 o b f?«:)
#*T have no preference as go unions, The P.UL.A.

treated me all right, and the U,iZ.V. treats ne
all right. I'm willing to go along with the

majority of the men, am signed in the U.i.li, because I thought the majority
of the men wanted tnat one.

"7 have read the foregoing, consisting of approximately fouwr and
one quarter pages, and state that it is true to the best of ny knowledge.

/5 o

/s/ 7

.Spe01é' génts, 31
Springfieid, Ill.“
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RE: JOHN L. LEIS, ET AL e s

57D

was intervicwed by Special

: . R anc

a2t which, time he steted that in view of the lac e lived in e
never paid much atiention to union activities in Sprinzfield, and so

that rcason he had very 1ittle infornmation of value to instant case.

scoms tc be of avercge intellicnee and spoke in a clear and distinct
manner. It is believed he would make a favorable witness, although his in-
formation is limited.

TIMTERVIE

At the time of the interview, -executed the following signed

stztument:
P Tllinois
cptembir 6, 1943

make the Tollowing voluntary statcment to
both of whom havc identified themselves as
pecial Agents 1n  the rederal Burcau of Investigaetion. No threats or
promiszs have been made to me to induce me to make a statenent. I reside
and pget my mail at Generel Delivury.

~
[

1T was bor;, _ i ‘ nd started working

in the mines ir% ; ime I 301ned Unltud line Yorkers. 1 have
ncver held an office in any union. I started working at Hine B in 1933 or
1334 2nd at that time I was a newb.r of P.’La. I had nothing to do with
the formation of P.IL.A. When T started at Mine B Proxrecsive was gotting
alon; fine. The comiany seumed te 1ike P,lLA., and the pen were ail satisfied.

"I remembor that in the spring of 1937 our contract cxpired and some
of th< men objoctud to worxing without a contract. Howevir, our
board wemb.r, told us cver;t-ing was all right, and that we should continue
to work. In iy opinien the mer all felt that the maetter would be settled
in a Su.le&CtOTy manner.

"I romenber that some of the men kept saying we wonldn't get & con-
truct and that we shouldn't work without one. Afterward, I learned that these
men were working for U,M.'., There was about 12 or 15 of these nen, one of
them was nem.d Andy but I don't know who the others were.

*] didn’'t attend many union neetings beeause I lived i.n- and
the meetings were held in oprlngfleld I don't remember hearing that some

=77 A t‘_.nw. . <l anw +lad o
LI V0 r.hl.h.. dJ.bilUu.éll \'_LL l.rUJ.' bll.\..' Dbl'J..l\.t: L UWldd Jicadl wiilloe

[T W N " R
dicli il Wottld cApEl LU

"0n the doy of the strike I was working as a digger Vit
and I went down into the mine as usual, About 2:30 that afternodn we were
told to leave and we henrd a rumor that ther. was a strike. I rcmember
hcaring that some of thc men were lozding cars short that day. 1 don't know

B0
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RE: JOEN L. IE.IS, ET AL é

’“ Lon

why., they did, no onc told mc to and my
cars werc all full,

INTERVIE.! VITE |
(continued)

rhen I came on too I was told that Elshoff had refused to pay a
r.troactive wages, and I thought that thot was what the trouble was. I
did not hear anythinz at that time concerning the spies that were worki
for U,M. ., beine expelled from F.M.A. or causing trouble.

H
Ly
3

"I do not reczll signing any petitions that surmer, but I could have
sizsned one and forgot all about it,

"] wos on picket duty at Mine B for one or two days right after the
strike, but that was the only time I was on picket duty. It was at this
tine that I heard about the spies being expelled from P.M.A.

"I voted in the NLRB elzction at the Armory in December of 1337.
I saw no trouble or vielonce of ony kind at this election.

"] started working at Mine 4 in zbout Septembir of 1337 and I have
been working there evor since.

"7 have rcad the above stutcoent and declare it te be true and correct
to the best of my .emory.M

Miitnesseds:

Spécial agents, FUB.I.
U. §. Dept. of Justice®
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INTERVIE., WITH /m was mternewed by Spec1al Agents _

He related his story in & Clear
to the Government in tbis

JOHN L. LEUWIS, ET AL.

He would make a favorable witness to testify to those matters con-

tained in the following statement which he signed:
" M
111,

, make the following voluntary statement to H
of whom have identified themselves as Special Agents
Bureau of Investigation., No threats or promises have been
made to induce me to make a statement.

and came to the U S.

I have never held a union office and started to work in

anther Creek,
Mine B in 1936,

rohen I first started at the mine everything secmed to be good at
st. The offlcers seemed to be good men and the company was getting
i
4

T recall that our union contract with the capuny expired on
April 1, 1937, =nd some of the men were kicking because it seemed to take a
long time to settle on a contract, I think however, that most of the men
felt a good contract would be signed.

mat about this time a group of men who were supposcd to be P.M.A.
Ten were really working for the U.ML. I heard these men were paid by
the U,M.... to start to organize = U. 1.7, loecel. T had heard about these

Veiiwnia Vi D wlia dciia

men before the strike, but they never approached me. T used to see them
talking to our Progressive men and they al so sz2emed to hand around the
company office. Bohannon scemed to be the main man & others were Tony

Flotch, Austin & Carter.

"] think that before the strike these men were expelled from our
union for their actions. In my opinion the whole mine knev thesc men had
hecen kicked out of the union. I used to attend a few union meetings, but I

- 9] -
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RE: JOHN L. IEIS, "T AL

b7 & LD

do not remembsr belng at the meetin: when the
men were kicked out.

INTTRVIE. VITH
(continued)

9] went to work, as a digger q on the da of the strike the
same as usual. I remenber that when I 2ot to the mine there was a dispute

as to w1ﬂ!“or the wen who were supposed to be spies would work that day.

I sav and a crowd ol our men compleinin: to the company that those
men shouid nol be allowed to work with us., Host of the men werc in the Com-
parny office. ‘e all went to work aiter a short time and took up our regu-
lar jobs. I saw cars goin_ by ne that vierc loaded only partially, but I
loaded all my cars the scme as usual. I think wc were in the mine that whole
da; and left at the usual time.

"The nmext da; I roported to the mine and was told therc was a strike.
That was the first { kneu of a strike goin_ on. I was told that our union
was soing to striks until the company” fired thos.: men., T tien went home
and stayed therv. OSince I iivid in I do not hov: uch contact with
the union mon in Springfield. I rcea 1t about 2 wecks aitzr thc strike

some F ' A men brous:t a petition to my house and I signed it. I was not

asked to si;n anythin for United. In Sept. of 1337 theyr tricd to start the

mine. and I went out to thc mine aftur the oickct line had been started.

I vw.ont on picket duty for 5€ da s and durin> that time I was allowed to come
hom~ almost any time I vanted to., I was there at the time the injunction
was scrved © it didn't make much diffeorcnc: to me excent ) want.d to 2o
hack 1o work.

"T didn't go to the nine from the time of the injunction until the
time thic mine os:ned in Nov. of 1939. I votiid in the ¥ I R B clection in
Dce. of 1937 and to my knovled. ¢ cverythin: vent alon fine. There was not
any fi htinz and the men condd vote for vwhoevor they wantced to.

T raceived a notice in the meil to ;0o to work in 1935 & I woent to
the min: to report. I wus told that they were s .ort ol rooms and tho air
was bad and that I should r. ort back in a few days. M room could pgot be
worked in bocause the parting had caved in-so I startcd work in bc:.i vhe
I went back 1o work I KoePt up my dues in rro_ressive for ahout 4 months,

I covld sce that Unitad had a lot of newr wen and we all umderstood that

the mine would onlr opcratc with the U I W) union, 1 decided to join united
so T could keep on workin,. I was never threatensd by any of tho united men
and didn't sce any fihts. The managenment scemed to favor unit:d men and
the compan, hired a lot of strungirs. I alvays undarstood that in order to
=t a job a man had to bc a mnb.r of U, *7, 7i, UYost of the or amizers foﬂ“
unit>d always scened to get the bust reoms to work in.

"In 1y opinion the strike was caused becaus. of tho fact the P I A
me: did not want to work with the organizers for unitad.
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INT=RVIE!. WITE — nY have read over this entire statement of
{continuad} five pages and wigh to state it is true to
the. best of my memory."
rlitnesses
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Re: JOHN L. LERIS, et al.

~

INTERVIEW WITH Springfield, Iilinois,

_ wes interviewed at his ho S D1
. Special Agents iy —"Ufiﬁ
gp This men speaks and understands Eng ncere

fear of receiving another beating from union "toughs® if it becomes knoun
that he has spoken against them. If nscessery, he will testify but he
stated he will elways be afraid thet his 1life will be in jeopardy after
that. He claimed to have no criminal record.

— P , . . s : . ‘. s s s o A
The following is a signed statement which was cobtained 1'1‘0111—

"Springfield, Ill.
September 6, 1943,

meke the following statement frecly end volun-

terily to who have identified themselves
tome e5 S of Investigantion. No threats
or yromlse his statemecnt. .

"I presently reside atﬁfﬁi& Springfield, Ill., and

I em working in Mine 4.

"] was born I ceme to the

United States in and was naturalized in ft' n Springfield, 111. 1
first joined a mine union, the United Mine W.orkers, in H I joined the
Progressive Mine horkers of America in 1932. I rejoine ¢ United Mine
workers in 1940. I never have been an officer in mny union

"In 1939 after Nine B rcopened, two unions, the U.M.%. and the
P.M.A., were working in the mine together. At this time the P.¥.A. was the
lerger group locally. The U.M.w. watched tho P.M.A. meetings to see who
went to the P.M.i. meetings. Then the U.M.W., men sterted to sign up the

miners,
"Some time after Mine B reopened the officials of P.M.A. and U.M.W.
egreed to have o joint meeting of both unions to try to settle the trouble
at Mine B, The purpose of the mesting wes to determine if all the miners

would go with one union or the other. They were going to have a vote to

determine which union the miners preforred. The meeting was held in Redman
‘ Hall. The prcsident of the P.M.i4. local and the President of the UM,

Tk local presided at this mecting. It was the idea that the union to have the

run of Mine B would be the union that the had the mejority of the votes

et this meeting. The U.M.¥. claimed it had a mejority of the mincrs in the

state, and the P.M.A. claimed it had e majority of the miners in Nine B,

which it did. Becouse of the inabili tv of the unions to agree on anvthinz
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Re: JOHN L. LEGIS, ET AL. Lhe

b 7D

NTERVIEw WITH et this meeting, nothing was accomplished.
hcon inue 1 recall that after the mine reo X e
to get men to jOlu U thr eate;eu thos8s men wno would oot jﬁlﬁ i
U.M.%. He thrcatoned—who told the boss in the pardon ebout
it. The boss cailed Falcetti, the super, who f1red- Even though /

he was firec, kept coming around the mine every morning. He came
into the wash~house and into the tipple. He was fired in December 1939,
and continued to hang around Mine B until the election in February, 1941.) |

- hed mlso broken the nose of a man known as q
”before he threataned- There were no witnesses to this in-
crident. but there were s Lo the incident with That isg
"One day when I was working in ¥ine B, I heard

some mincrs which man wae Thet made me suspicious.
the boss asked me what hac been donme. The boss sent me into the mine.

When I reeched the place where I was to work, thcre were a bunch of men

there. They got me to sign up with U.M.%,.. Bohannon and Albanese were

there. I heard thet it was against the rules for anyone to sign up & man

for & union on mine property, or down in the mine. Bohannon and the others . *
present et this timc teld me that if I wanted to work, I had to sign up it
with U.M.%. Thet wns in June or Judy, 1940. I signed up with U.M.Ti. at ﬂfﬁ
that time, but I did not go to any U.M.®. mectings. '
beet me if I did neot come to U.M.T.. meetings.

witnesse

was fircd.

"Some time later I madec an affidevit for the P.M.i. lawyer stat-
ing thet I had signcd up with U.M.%W. against my will. Some way the U.M.T.
found out about this, even though the P.M,4. lawyer told me that the affidavi
would be only for govermment men. Later ttold me that he had heard
about my signing the effidavit, He threstcncd to beat me. I told a \
comnlttecmnn old Felcectti about what had happened. Falcetti called a

was there, c¢ven though he had been eds Falcetti Ph?/
came to my \/(r/¢//
aalrd e e

to stay off the mine property. That night

gerden, Iocated about a milc and a half from my home., 4ITCT asking me N
what I was doing, . it me in the hezd and kmocked me out for 8 short[\(v /
time. I romcmber grabblzg G ; /17;/
ground with me. I came to, and started to yell for help.
nnd I followed him to the rond. I saw a car which had a 1
it, which number was listed to Bohannon., I saw thrce other men in the car,
one of whom I recog ized as Bill Sirtout. I did not recogniee the other -
g came to me where I was working in the field, about

he clso asked me if I wes coming to the union mect-
i I told him that T war not going to

jo ¥
=
]
1:
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL,
b1 bap
INTERVIE.. .ITH do either, and then he hit me on the head with something.
continue "] reported the matter to the police, and obtained a
warrent against He was not picked up for
several deys. The case was called for trial about four times. The second

time the case was called for trial I had to leave Mine B at the noon hour.
The boss told me that if I wented to work at Mine B, I should work all
dzy. On that same dey Bohennon ssked me if I was going out of the mine

at noon. BRohannon esked me to ride to town with him. Later, Bohannon
told me thet he bad changed his mind. I left my vork at 11:30 AM, end
tried to get the cage going to the top at 12 noon. 1T missed that cuge

by two minutes and had to waeit until 12:15 PM, Bchannon caught the 12
o'clock cage, and reeched the top before I did. Wwhen I tried to start my
truck te go to Springfield, it would not start. I looked under the hood,

end A3 cnnwrv-pr" thet all the wires in the distributor had been pulled out.

Cinditd LA 5 iAWV ULD AU PV EL P LVe CFawe

when this case was finally settle, who wes represcnted by a U.M.W.
lawyer, wes fined $25.00 and costs.

"In 1940 the members of the U.M.5. seid that unless a man joined
the U.M.w. before December 15, 1940, he could not bocome a member of that
union. I then told Tony Plotch that if the U.M.T.. would toke me in, I
would pay dues from the start of 1941. Edmundson et this time said that
I hed been a member ef U.M.\. since June of 1940, even though I did not pay
sy dues.

"Two weeks before the election in February, 1941, I quit working
et Mine B, and went to work in Mine L. T was still afraid to work in Mine
B.

"I wish to stuate that et the time I told Tony Plotch thet I
would join U.M..W., I paid him $2.00, bececause I wns afrgid that I would
get beet up if I did not pay some money at this time.

“As I rceall I joined the P.M.A. in 1932 when I was working at

th. I sterted to work in MNine B in 1938. -

"Just before the strike in 1937, there was some talk about scabs
being in the mino because the miners were working without a contract.
Bohannon teld me that he was scebbing beceuse there was no contract. No
one tried to get me to join the U.M..w. before the strike started. I did
not hcar anything about the U.M.w., before the strike started, trying te
get ncw members.

"] don't remember emnything about the meecting tho night beford

the strike started. On the day of the strike, I was vorking in the mins,
and a driver, I can't remember his neme, told me to quit. 4t this time [
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Re: JOHN L. LEwIS, ET AL
LD

INTERVIEw yITH we S I don't know if anyone was loading

cers with short weightss I think the strike started

continue because the P.M.4A. wanted the company of Mine B te
fire some men who violated the rules of P.M.4., and

the compeny refused to fire the men.

"One day before the strikciEEsses
Schrelevious was talking to me asbout the
did not say anything about joining. '

0. being o good outfit. He

"I don't know whet rules the men who the P.M.A. wanted fired had
violated, The men were: Joe Albanses, Schrclevious, Dominic Pasquale,
Pete Camrter, Frank Austin, Tony Plotch, Cotton Ananias, Sirtout, George and
Emory Jecaway, and Cherlie Bohannon.  Their P.M.A. union cards were teken
away from them. Cotton's card was not teken until after the strike.

"I remember signing a petition for P.M.A. in 1937. This petition
wes to be sent to the Lubor Board to show thet board how many members
P.M.4. had., I clso signed another petition, but I do not know whether it
wes ¢t the same time or not. It was just about the same es the first
petition, and was made so that if anything happened te the first, the P.M.h.
would have the second petitiom.

"Iy the summer after the strike started no one tried to get me
to join U.M.%., and I signed no petition for V.M. e

"I think I saw & notice about the mine reopening in September
1937. I went out to the mine to go to work, end found out when I got there
that if I did not sign up with U.M.Ww. I could not go into the mihe. 1 re-
call that Falcetti crlled off about 15 names of men who were to go to work
2t that time. They were only U.M.%W. men. He did not call any P.M.A. mens
Bohannon said that the men could not go into the mine unless they signed
with U.M.nw. 4ll the P.M.4. nen came home from the mine, I got another
job right awey and did not go back to Mine B. I don't know anything about
the picket line, i

"] voted in the election in December 1937, and voted for ' P.M.A.
bccause I preferred that union. No one trlked to me about joining the
U.M,%. until I wcnt beck to work in 1939 at Mine B. After I started back
tc work, that's when they started to work on me.

-.n "I joined the U.K.7., beceuse I had to to keep my job, and to keep
> my good health. I was willing to stay with the majority. It really mekes
- no difference to me to which union I belong. If I had thought the U.M.T.
' had a mejority at Mine B after the mine reopuned, I think that I would

have hrd no trouble,
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Re: JOHN L. LELIS, ET AL é;

-

IE. WITH "This statement consisting of this eng f£4 thor type~
__written pages has been read to me by
con*inne PEE s and 1 state thet it is true tTo

ge and recollection.

() R

witnesses:s

Spacial ugonts, FBI, Springfield, Ill.

>=98-

e e e e A — g e myr b A v = W e T TR BT T W ey L e g T T T S T T




>
O g

¥
ok

VIEN WITE At Auburn, Illinois

was interviewed by Special Agents *
) is person reads English with diffieulty bu
appGers to be ert. Many details at Mine B are well fixed in his
MEmoTY , partlculurxy Lu.rlng that ybr;uu vhen UMY was uuut‘.x_upl.u.ng to u“‘-”

control, from 1939 to 1941. It is felt that he would make & setisfactory
witnecss to testify to those matters set out in the following statement:

Illinois
September 2, 1943

c following voluntary statement to
both of whom have identified themselves

i —— -1 AP Temero TR ~ .
A5 opPCClIAl ATBHUS in the rederal Durcau of J.ﬁV\:Stid&thn. No thrests or

nises have been madc to me to get me to moke o statecment., 1 rcs'de at
: J1llincis, and was born irx . .
I became 2 U. S. ¢l 1zén iL _

"1 first started mining in -and joined the United inec Workers
that yeer, I have never held any office in any union. I joined Progressive
in 1932 and sturted working at Mine B in 1934, When I first started at
'ine B evurything secemed =211 right at the mine with the Union, P.M.i. I neve:

"1 do not recall much about any contract expiring on Narch 31,
1937, I never went to many meetings of the union and I just barely remember
that there was to be a new contract,

"] remember that about this time there were men in the P M.A.
that were supposed to be working against P.M.,4. a&nd for U.M)Y, Andy was
one of thesc, also Charles Bohannon, and Frank Austin were others., 1 heard
that theore was nhout twelve of them and that thev werc workine for UM 7.

L3 o diicd U R A e ~aild wali S ¥ sUlLalip Y ates

trying to organize P.I.A, men into the United. They never talked to me
though.

"I remember that there was some kind of an argumesat about these
men znd I alsc nzard that these men had guns in the mine office. 1 never
heard that thesc men were kicked out of the union but I know that thoere was
some kind of an argument about their working,

- "0n the day 2f the & nt work gual A
: Box As 1 romerber the PJM.A. men didn't vant thesc men, the spies,
- go to work. I loaded thrce cars, not full, and the driver would take them
away. As I remember, I workcd until my regular quitting time and went on
top. ¥hen I got on top I found that thers was trouble., Some of thc men

el

8’!5'

gtrike T wont to work ns ungnal as a aigge
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Re: JOIN L. LEWIS, ET AL 19,7 C)

h

INTERVIE! W 8aid they wouldn't work with those men who were working
for U.M.V.
continued

"I went to work the next morning but nobody went down. At
that time I didn't know there was a strike and that is why I went. ‘hen
I got there I found out there was a strike and I remember there was some
discussion about & contract.

"I don't remember signing any petitions during the summer of 1537.
I night have signed, but I don't remember, it is too long,

"In September, 1937 I h-ard the mine was going to open, I think
there was a notice in the paper. 1 went out on the day it was to open,
ready to go to work. Ve didn't go to work though because it szemed as
though the U,M.7, men werce going to work. We startod & picket line then,
the fcllows said we had to stay to protect our job. I was there until the
injunction was servcd by the U. 8., Yarshall. I would come home once in &
while, I was frce to come home whentver 1 wanted to, Nearly all of the
miners werc on the line., In onu way I felt glad when we were told to go
home, T was getting tired of staying there. The only one I was mad at was
7.0, for I felt that they were the ones who had made us get out,

"I voted in the NLRB elcection in Decembor, 1937 at Springficld.
I wont to the Union 211 2nd a fow of us went to the Armory and voted,
The clection was nicc and gquiet and thore was no trouble of any kind,

"I did not go back to the mine agein until it opened up in
Yovember of 1839, I was notified to go to work, I don't remember how I
was notified., I went back to my samc job and for quite a while things were
quiet, After I had been working for 2 while Sam Albanese tried to get me
to join U.M,7 . Be told me I would be surprised to know how many belonged,
He didn't thrzaten me, however, and 1 told him I wouldn't join.

"Later another fellow namad mtried to get mse to join, and
I told him T wouldn't, He tried to zet me to join U, M.i. anc followed
me =zround where I was working., Eis last name was B or g on
or something like that. He did not work et Mine B be ors the [2) and he
¢oesn't work there now, I told him I wouldn't join and he grabbed me |
by the neck and pushed me c¢lear to ths ground. He £old me he was going'to
cut my hoad off and I was scared. I zrabbed my lunch box and ran out of
the mine. I told the pit tuss «~hat had happensd. I also told Oscar |
Falcetti what had haprensd. This must have been in the fall of 1940, -
Falcztti 2sked me if I knew who the fellow was but at that time I didn't
know who he was, Falcetti told me to work in another placc in the mine bHut
I didn't want to chanze. Falcetti then gave me a note to the pit bosa |\
and after that this fellow didn't bothser me anymore, although I saw him in
the mine, That was the only time I was ever bothéred. “Then é yrabbed
me he had an axe in his hand.
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Re: JOEW L. LEVIS, ET AL é S0
oD
INTERYITS TITH "I also wish to state that _— and Bohannon came to
my h end tried to get me to join UM%, I refused
continue and 0ld me I wouldn't work in Mine B if I

didn oin. I told him that the government was behind me.

"ibout the last of 1940 Tony Flotch told me I should eign up for 7

U.M.7. and that night I signed up for U,M.7. The next day I heard that so |
fellows who hadn't signed up were beaten up in the wash house. I was scared]
that they might be looking for me if I hadn't signed up. The only reason i
I sizncd wos because 1 was scared I would be beaten if I didn't sign. !

i

"The above statement was read to me by Acent -and I declare
it to be true and correct to the best of my memory.

" itnecssed:

(sizned)
(sifncad)

zcial Agent, F.B.I.

U. S, Dep't. of Justice"
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Re: JOEN L. LEWIS, ET AL b C

VAR

ewed by Special Agen&i

-had difficulty in comprehending some of the cuestions
put to him, Inasmuch as he cdocs not speak or understand the English

lenguaze very well. It is believed thst vould only make a fair

witness.

There is being set forth below the signed stitement executed by

_t the time of instant intcrview:

I11.
Scpt. 2, 1943

make the following veluntary stetement to
5 e both of whom have identified themselves as
Spaclal ngents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. Ko threats or
promises have been made to induce me to meke any statement,

v .

anc came to the
hnd started mining coel

"I v.as born in YEERF '
I became a U, S, cltizen
in I joined the U.!{.", union ir JESEEEnC have pever held an office
in an ion. I started working for Mineé B in about and worked there
until May of 1942, at the present time I do not have any job. ‘

U, S. ir

"I romember that it wos sometime in 1932 when the PLM,A, was formed
and I joined the P.M.A. union at about that time. I didn’t have anything
to do with the stort of the P.M.A. and so I don't know tho reason why
P.M,A., wzs formed, I have never gone to many of the union meetings and
never paid much attention to union activities.

"I recall the strike at Yinc B in the spring of 1537, but I do

not know what caused the strike. ow there was some qusstion about =
new contract and I romember that our union man, told us to go to
o it that we would get a gonod

work as usual and tho union vwould see
contract., I remembzr that boeforc the strike some of the Frogressive men
didn*t want some of the other men to work with them, I believe Pasquale
end PBohannon were twe of the men that the other men didn't want to work
with, I hcard that these men along with about fifteen others wers on the
company payroll to mct as organizers, 1 don't know who they were supposed
to be organizing for though., 1 heard some men had been kicked out of the
union, but I don't know the roason,

"On the day of the strike I went to work as usual in box,and
started dizging coal., 1 know that we worked until about noon when'a
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Res JOHN L. LEVIS, ET AL b wia
out of the mine, 7e loaded the cars as usual and I
don't know anything about any of the men loading the

;NTERiIiH TiTH
continue
cars short. %When I got on top, somebody said there was

driver came along and said, *everybody out', so we came
a strike about money on wages.

¢mc to z7 house irn end had me sign a petition. The men didn't tell
me what it was for they just told me to sign so I did. I don't know if it
was a Progressive or U.M,7T. petition,

"I rcmem‘bc:rﬂbout two weoks after the strike some young fellows

men who lived in had to stay on the picket line all week long. The
men in bp]"ln?l izld could g0 home onco in & Wﬂ.]..l.b', but we never uau & chancs
to get homc. I aisked @ o couple of times if I could ¢ome home, but

he said I had to stoy o the ricket line., I[e never said anything about

vwhat would happen if I left the picket line. I stayed on picket duty

until some time in Dccember of 1537 when the Marshal came with an injunction.

"In the ﬁiil of 1937 I went out to the mine on picket duty and the

"I voted in the NLRB elcction in December of 1937 and to my
knowledge everything went along fine., I didn't sec any fights ancd don't
know of anyone who was frightened or throztened.

"I hzard the mine had tried to open several times, but I didn't
go neer the mine asgain until after the minc opened in 1839, After the
mine had opencd I went to see Oscar Falcatti end asked him why I hadn't
been called btack to work., He told me sgme body had reported to the office
that I hed cied. T“hen T tolé him I wanted to go back to work, he told
me to start the next day. Box ad caved in so I went to work in box’
Nobody wans allowed to zo in box Jas therc was 2 sign there for everyomn
to koep out.

"I believe I paicd dues in the PHA until sbout July of 1940 and
a short time after that some men came to my house and esked me to join the
U.M, 5. 1 joincd the United because I fisured the majority wsre joining

united ond I didn't want to lose my job. ¥obody told me I would lose my
job, but I figured I would do like the rest to protect my job,

fI have worked in diffsrent mines ns & member of both the PMA
and the UMY, I have never had any trouble with either union,

= "5 the best of my knovledge the strike at ine B was called
- by the men beciuse the company wouldn't agree to a contract and wouldn't
give = our back pay.
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Special Agents, FBI
U, S. Dept of Justice"

et S

-
.

¥
-




Pe; JOHN L. LEVIS, ET AL 4-7 N

his residence,
Saptemser 25 1943. He appeared willing
I Purpiched the following signed statement:

swer guestions put to him and

Illinois
September 2, 1943

meke the following voluntary statement
whom 1 know to be Special Agente of the-
eDepertment of Justics.

+r

Federél Bureéﬁ 3]

*1 wes
rresently live or

and

i , B 1llinois
United I'ine Torkers of Anerica whio i be referred to hersine

.’

under ths
alfter as UIW

“I have vorked at seven mines not including kine “B". I worked
under UIV. at ell the mines I worked at until I joined P!A gt Yine ™B™ in
1932. 1 started working at !ine “B" in January, 1928 uncder the UlF.

“I at*ended an occassional union meeting when I worked both under
the UIT and the Progressive ! ine Workers of Amerlca which will be referred
to hereinafter as FA, 1 never held a yu or FI'A except

“The last day I worked at I'ine ™B™ wae on lay 12, 1937. I did
not return to work there &t any time thsreefter becsusae I dld not want to
get Involved in the trouble I thought was coming in 193% and 1940,

"I was not an active orgznizer of FIA in Yine YR®,

YRelations between Elshoff and the UlY prior to 1932 and relas-
tions between Elshoff and F'A from 1932 to sbout 1936 were similar, Thera
were no violent disagreenents during these periods that I recall and I
think Elshoff treafed the P. A fairly until about 1936.

“The first thing I observed that indicated that relationa
betveen FI'A and Elshoff vere beconing strained was an incident in which

contract. There an eared to be sae questlon as to the aw“oenent. In my
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Le: JOHN L. LsNIS, ET AL
Cle LD
D.TEFVIE ] TH opinion Elshoff from then on appeered to be side

tracking the FWA officialsa

%I gaw nothing deeper then this which would cause
more strsin in the relstions between FBA and Elshoff.

I was always satisfied with the FLA officiales.

*I believe the special assescment put on wages of F.A merbers
during the first year of the organizations existence was meani and was used
to finance the new PIA uniorn.

“I never heard of any UIW picket line at Line ®*B® from 1932 to 1937,

%7 fglt thet -DOIIFIC FASQUALE and FRAVK AUSTIN were trouble
waTers. 1 falt that Charlss Bohennon could not be trusted and that hs would
gitete for or sgeinst any union for money.

“By word or mouth I heerd that the follovwing men were paid by
T PR b nott .. 1°n 1Qz7 hoalold A TRW
U‘ i J.DI' =9 .LLdE.J.Jl .LIl 1,116 D pi 10 L.u luJ J.(.' J.arui Ol O65BLI Ol Ullig
It was the niners' opinion thet ULT was peying these ment sndrew Schrelevious,
Dorinic Fasquale, Pete Certer, Frank Austin, Tomy Plotch, John (Cotton)
aneniee, John Sirtout, George Jacaway, Bmory Jacewey, Charles Bobannon,

end James Hals,

"1 dic¢ not attend the F¥. meeting of Imay 11, 1937.

iy job at this time at lline “B" was e digger. I did not
e ko mmnl amra wawes hains eboardad antil letar An in tha Rasr Tavwr 1
10 Ll Lualr Cdlipb volgo VoLl ol Ul WoUd Wilbisd tabicd Vi i el uay g Yy i g

W] dn not remember the feacte concerning the wage controversy
in the &pring of 1937,

"I do not remember the PIA petition of key 26, 1937, but but
I ¢did sign some Fl'i petition that summer. -

Snkat 1dna TRW N ":r + two vaake pftar it want
108, LIS D - U LWivve werl U9 KE SiwBl 4w WU

[)
j

on etrike.

®The only fire I romomber at line “B* hespened during the winter
before the strike in 1937. Tt wes put out overnighte I never heard there
hzd been a fire there while the nine was closed.

"I wes never personclly epproached in en effort to get me to
Sign ur with ULil.
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inued

"itnessads

Specicl Agent F.E.I.
Sveciel igent F.BsI.™
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B T s s Tt is
e T 1tved that he would make a good witness because of T ability
io sieak English and his lack of knowledge of what went on at lfine ¥3¥%,

has no known crimiral record. He supplied the following signed
statement.

"Springfield, Ill.
September 4, 1943

71 n also known at do voluntarily make
the foilowing ed statemernt tc B S “
of the Federal Bureau of W No tnremts or e

promises have been made to cause me to make this statement.

"I was born ‘
I became an .merican citizen a prlugfleld, T11
and I am presently residing in the rear m%
Springfield, Tllinois.

"T have worked in the mines almost ever since I have been in
the U.8. and first joined the United :Ane workers of emerica. I
have never becn an officer in any wion. I started working at Mine B
about 7 years age coming there from the Jeffersen Hine. *While at
the Jefferson line I joined the Progressive aine Jorkers of .merieca,

"I liked the Progressive Uhion and they seemed to get along fine
at Mine B before the strike in 19 don 't know what caused the
strike, all T kuow was that YA told us to go on strike. after
the strlkt. I picketed at ifine or about two months., ..bout B UMIL
tried to vpen the mine one day vhile we were out thre, but they only
stayed for a couple of hours,

"I recall voting in the N.L.R.3. election in December of 1937,
It was a fair election and the rrogressives won, after the election
the Co. shut dowm the mine and we couldn't go back to work.

"] remember signing petitions for the Frogressives, These
petitions were signed by nearly all of the miners.

when the minc opened 'mder an fvpen shop! agreement 1 still be-
longed to the Progrcssives, I joined "MIL because I was scared - the
UM4., Were beating up everyone in the wash house. I wib2d o vork at
Mine B and so I had to Join UMIL.
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MMITH 1T voted for BMIA in the second government election
because I saw that most of the men viere going that way,
!!on!lnue!; If T had a free choice I would rather belong to the

Progres;;;;gg{ '
nI don't Know arythitg about any spies being expelled from the Pro-

gressives but do know that Duminic Pasquale, Tony Plotch, Jomm (Cotton)
.nanias, and a few others werc causi g some trouble at the mine,

"I phave nac the ﬂﬂm tvio an (2-};} pages of statements
made by me read to e ¥ § The same are true and

I do hereby sign my name.

wyitnessed:

=oeis} (e rt, FLE.IL®
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Sprinpfield,
e1d10£ficq

Special Agents
who has difficulty speaking and understanding the Englis st:3
that his memory is quite vague as to the events which took place at. Mine B

dur:mi the course of his employment at that place. It is being noted that -
LIOUL D L

as one of those men who were arrested during the course of the

in 1G36. was arrested on a charge of having dynamite in hisf
possession and wa niined at Milan penitentiary from May 10, 1939 to A
September 12, 1940, at which time he was released on parole, As a result of \“\}N
this sentence,his quite bitter, stating that in his opinion he was /
framed and that he had nothing whatsoever to do with the bombing which took

place in the vicinity of Springfield in 1935 and 1936. 1In view of
criminal record, it is doubtful if he would make a good witness.

There is being set forth below the sipgned statement which
executed at the time of this interview.ﬁalso expressed the
that he would hesitate to testify in instant matter for fear of reprisal.

"Springfield, I1l
Sept. 4, 1943

make the following voluntary statement tc’
of whom have identified themselves as Specia
Burcau of Investigation. No thrcats or promises have

1T =4 I o bl

!DT
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I have applied for my U. 5. Cltizenshin, have not yet obtained

y !!Lal papers. I sently live at pringfield. I started
to mine coal in about® and joined the U. about that time. I

have never held any office in any union.

"I first started to work at Mine B in about qand worked there
off and on until the time of the strike in May of 1937. -joined the
Progressive union in 1932 when I was working at Mine B. I never had any-
thing to do with the forming of the Progressive union. I was not sa tisfied
#ith the United because they were spending our money for hig buildings and
then we couldn't even go in the ildings. I think that Falcetti was pretty

friendly with the UMW men, but I never saw him with any of their men.

1] remember that there was some question about wages that came
up in the Spring of 1937. We were supposed to get a raise of 10¢, but
Elshoff refused to pay it and we never did get our back pay. T know also
that there was about twclve men who were supposed to be members of Pro-
gressive, but who were really working for United. Some of thes: mor were

«110-
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i Bohannon, Pasquale, Andy and some others. I heard that
these me1 used to have meetings before the strike, and 1
continued heard that they were trying to organize the men for United.

About three or four days before the strike I wmas talking
o Falcetti near the prop pile and Falcetti said, "You know how the mine
going to go, * I didn't answer him and he walked away and never said
anything more about it.

I remember that Bohannon, Frank Austin, Joe Abanese, Pete Carter,
a man by the name of Cotton, Pasquale and somebody else were kicked out of
the Progressive union, because they were trying to organize for Uniteqd. I
think they were expelled from the union for 99 years. I don't think I was
at the meeting when they were expelled, but I think it was about a week or
two before the strike.

"I was working as a digger in box'at about the time of the strike
and remember that one day in iay or June of 1937 the mine went on strike.
To the best of my meémory I iozded two cars the day of the strike and those
cars were loaded full. I had a bad place to work that day so didn't load any
more. I didn't see or hear of anyone loading cars short. When we came
out of the pit I heard that the men were going on strike beeause the company
had refused to pay the 10¢ raise. I know that our men were sore at the
Company because the Company was letting the United men work with us.

"I can't remember signing any petitions in the summer of 1937,
but I might have signed a Progressive petition. I alsc remember now that a
few days before the strike, I saw Dominick Pasguale with a police special
gun sticking out of his pocket. Dominick & Joe Albanese went in the company
office topether then I saw that Joe also had a gun. The sheriff was
around there sc ?ﬁc 3lled him & told the sheriff that Dominick & Joe
had guns. The sherill went into the office and Dominick tried to hide the
gun in a waste basket. The sheriff then took Dominick & Joe into town and
I never heard any more about.it.

"I went out to the mine in Sept. of 1937 when we heard that the
company was going to open the mine with United men. I stayed out there
about scven weeks on the picket line with the rest of our men. I had gone
hore Eﬁﬁm E '. E the night the injunction wasssrved by the marshal.
"hen they held the NLRB election in Dec. of 1937, .
- to stop me from voting, because he said I hadn't been working at the mine.

e The labor board man had my name down on his list of employees so I was allowed
te vote. I just voted and walked out. I didn't see any fighting and no-
nobody threatened me in any way.

"I have no knowledge of what went on at Mine B hetwoon May of 1939

-111-
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and Sept. of 1940. In about Sept. of 1940 I went to see
R Falcetti and asked him for a job. Falcetti said he would
continued give me a job as soon as he could. I found out that the
mine was putting on new men so I went to see John Kane, the
union lawyer. He said he would send a letter to the mine asking them to
give me a job. The Company sent me a piece of paper saying "no job".
This was sipned by Elshoff & Falcetti, The lawyer sent this paper to
Washington and I never heard any more about it.

"] started working for rFanther Creek #5 mine in about October of
1941. I am a member of Progressive at the present time. Somebody told
me that Falcetti wouldn't give us our Jobs back because we had been on
picket duty. Falcetti never gave me any reason for not hiring me.

.3 emcpt s been r:2d tom and it is true

"
iud

Titnesses

Special Agents, F.B.I.
U. S. Dept_ of Justice"
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JOHN L. LEVIS, ET AL

Illinois, was
acial Apents
: Septanmber 6,

1943.’ etated he did Do s able to
spesk and understand English and would make a fair witness.

W rrovided the following stetements

Ill.,
September 6, 1943.

: I peke the following
voluntary stztement to @ _ end whom I
know to be Special Agente o s Federal Bureau of lnvestlgation, no
foroe, threets or promises heve been made in obteining this sbetement

aend I know thet what I may say may be used in 2 court of lew.

‘I,

*I vag born in I am
employed et Mine “A® as © cos

1ine “A" sinee June €6, 19542.

and have been employed ot

11 ir mat whioh

.Aj_n_n _in which mine I

1gE

®] first stoted mining oonl st '_
time I became t¢ member of UMfi.

T remnined & member of MY until 1932 at which time I
chenged to PilA bocouse my local Uil changed to PMA.

wtrior to 1932 the mancgement of Mine “B" seemed to have
been on good relztions with Ui¥. _

g
;

I never nelo ey ofmor office T eRy GAToms

“Botween 1532 end liny 12, 1937 thers were no strikes et
Iipe "B" and the mencgement did not elose~down Hino "BY. During thet
period of time the menogement did not attempt to discradit FiA and did

not soem to be hostile in settling grievonoss.

*I thought Pih vwee e good union opersted for its members,
no unueucl specisl cssesemonts v.ere mode cgtinst me. I nover took
cny intercet in union affairs. '

“T took no interast in the bombing cnses and T do not kuow
if the trials voero fair or not.

et e maee
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“Between 1932 and May 12, 1937, UM d&id not set

famdmlra 4 ~ W
up ar plb&ut line at ‘ulﬁu B* nor d4id I sss any

UMV literature being distributed at Mine “B".

“Prior to Mey 12, 1937 no one esgked me to change fram PHA

to U}E: .

"I never sew any offieallief N with the mencgement of

line “B%,

w71y Axril 1937 1 wee told by §Q§=gf£;gals that P¥A hed &
temporary contract with kine ‘B‘ that upon the expirntion of the
temporary contrect the miners were to get retro-nctive poy to the date
of the expiration of the original contract., I never obtained cny
information ebout the temporsry contraset until the morning of May 12,
1937 when I wes told by some minere that Elshoff of !ine "“B" mede c
statement that morning thet he did not hove a temporary contreet with
FiA, Someone told me te load the oers short end see vhat Elshoff would
do &t -ut the contract. I did not load/mny caors short, but I heard
some ceirs were londed short. So fer es I know there was no intent
to strike thet morning. About 12:00 noon ifny 12, 1937 I woe told
the mine wts on e strike. No one told me why Plit vas striking, but I
thought it vwos becesuse Fila did not hovesc contrect.

"I did not ettend & FI'h meeting lay 11, 1937 cnd do not know
if I reccived notice of the meeting.

*I do not krow of eny mombers of P!IA being expelled from PMA
becauvse of thoir metivity in UK.

“I think I mey heve eigned e Pl% petition in the Summer of
1937 but I do not romember. I know I did not sign a UMN petition in
the Swmmer of 1937,

%7 did not know & new MW loecal wee formed in the Swmmer
of 1937, :

“cometime in Sept. 1937 0 member of FPMi came to my home £nd
told me F!!A hed & picket line ot Mine "B". I voluntarily went to
Iine "™ to zot ne & picket for nbout one weok. ¥Xo one told me I had
to rot cg o picket. I wae not present nt ¥ine “B" when the injunction
vies served to prevent the picket line and I know nothing sbout the
injunction. There wos no violenoe when I wes at Mine "B*. No outsiders
wore brought in as pickets.

*I do not know of on cttempt to open iFine “B* in Deo. 1837
~nd Jon. 1938,
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for PMA. So far es I know ths eleotion was
fair and I voted the wey I wanted to.

*In Bov. 1939 I received notice thet Mine ™B™ was to open.
I returned ’ine ™B™ to work twelve doys after the dete of the notice
and Oscsr Falcetti,informed me I reported too late for work and I
was not given & job at lMline “B%.

“Since I did not go to work at Yine ™B™ after it opened in
1939 I ecan furnish no information a&s to whet oocurrsd at the Mine.

“I reoceived employment at MNine ®i"™ June 6, 1942 ss e member
of % . ’

%1+ mekeg no differsnoe to me whether I am o member of UMY or
PL’A .

: Spocial Agent, FBI.
Specicl agent, F.B.I.®

=115~

- — e ma— e mm— e = =
fi o mm mae e e v e b g Ry R W T T R e S T T RV ¥R e S RN T S s e e . -




——
-

Re: JOHN L, LEWIS, ET AL é:'ﬁ

-

bqg

TRV 7 e s Joiatle intecioued by Special
Aren+ IS e nd at his residence,

Illinois, ©

Sepge;ger 3, !5!!. He appeared
#»illing to answer the questions put to him and would be willing to testify
to the facts set forth in the following signed statement which he executed:

“ Illinois
September, 3, 943

o Illinois, and I am empl
1111n01s. I was born or

2 Unitecd linc Workers of Amer s redlcired to heralnafter as the M7, about
- .t T1l. I also worked in other local mines near thore. 1

warced 1 ¢ minss in Illinois from to about 1934. About 1935 T started
working st Yine E and continucd there until the mine closed on Moy 12, 1937,

"After Mine B closcd on May 12, 1837 ] helped the PMA picket for
obout thrce months in 1537. I worked as a driver ond digger ut Mine B,
In 19832 when PMA was organized I joined it voluntarily etiESEENGENNES 111,
At this time, I was uncmployud and I remained uncmployed m 1935 when
I went to work at Mine B as a PMA member. From 1835 to April 1937 the
rclations butween Elshoff and FRA were good. I never hcard Elshoff or
Falcettl say they favored PMA, vhich is the Progrcssive Mine Tlorkers of
America, or faver the U but I thought they liked UMW better., As far as 1
know, the FIA is & good union, T am still a member of PMA., The officials
of this union got aleong fine -vith thc rank e&nd file. I did not take an
active mart in organizing PMA. I never held =n officc in & minc union.

"ibout April, 1937 the following men startzd aggitating for the
men to join the UY; Joe albanecse, Pete Carter, John Cotton, Dominic Pasquale,
Frank Austin, Tony Plotch, John Sirtout, Andrew Schrclevious, Cudge Bumgarner,

Goorge =né Emory Jacaway Charles Bowlingreen, James Hole. Thesc above listed
men vanted the PYMA miners to join mr' but +hn\r did not ask me to "In'n‘l and

liviiia AL 1dT JY L U [ 22 v e ¥ alid LW Asn 2 aa

I did not h:ar them talking to the othor miners. I did hcar thst theso
men wvent to the mincer's houscs 2t night to got them to join UM,

"I only attonded union mcetings about once 2 menth and did not take
an active part in/Tnlon affairs, 1 did not attend the "MA mceting on the
night of May 11 ?&943 whon some of the miners were expelled from the FMA
for aggitating ¢ , but I hiard this by word of mouth the next day at
the miné,

_%\ .
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"The PMA officials asked Palcetti to discharge the men who
had been expolled from PMA and Falcettl refused to do so,
end he let thesc men go down in the mine to work. Later
on, when I was in the mine, some PMA official told me to

Anve Mol me Avavars e AiAd +thie harncanen
8 Q1O TNR1E DeCnuEe

load the cars short. 1 loaded the cars bolow average,
Elshoff would not discharge the aggitators who had been thrown out of the
uninon. The cars were not shortcd because of any wage scale matter.

"In 1932 John L. Lewis wented the miners to take a lower wage scale
and tho mincrs did not want it, “je won the first vote and on the szcond vote
John L. Lewis claimed the ballots werc stolen. I joined the PMA, to get
evay from Lewis. As to the wage scale matters im 1937, the only thing I

understood from the FLA officials was that we wer:s supposed to get back

ey .
pay dating from April, 1237, when tho contract was sgreed on, but Elsheff

would never pay 1t

"I only signed one petition in lzy, 1937, 1 believe this was the
PMA petition on Hay, 26, 1937 to show I was a PMA member and I believe I
signed it at the PMA Hull in Springfield, I signsd it voluntarily.

"In Scptomber, 1937 I noticed in thc paper thet Wine B. was going
to open and I went out there., I hcard Falcotti tell the mincrs that the UMw

hers were the nﬂ'lv anes theot conld work. nrﬂv ahout twelve men; who T

mom
ELGIL LR A R Veall LI A 2P at

mentioned in this statement, and who were UMy sympathlzcrs went down in the
mine znd the mine did not open ~s they did not have enough men. Llater in
the summer of 1937 I got 2 job on the PMA as & member in ¥Mine 4 2nd I never
did go back to Mine B until Fovembor, 1539. At that time, Minc B was
operating on an opcn shop basis and I worked there one doy in order to get
my tools, and then I guit.

have mentioned in this stitement as UMY

en » Zlsho g offico with him, and from this I believas

cd he UM7. I don't know why Elshoff did not like the PMA.

¥o one cver threatened me or beat me sbout mine matters., I voluntarily

joined the UM in February, 1941 &t Yine A and worked there until December 15,
1942,

"I have carofully road and fully understand the two and one
pages of this statement and it contains the truth to the best of my knowledge.

l]T=-
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by Special Agentsq‘e
anc appears to be above

ﬁverage miner in inte expresses himself well, and
is cooperative. It is feltthat he would be a satisfactory witness to testify
to those matters outlined in the following statement which he furmnished:

"9 /4/43

l1.

make the following voluntary statement tc

SR both of whom have identified themselves as being Special
Agents of the Federal Bureau of Investipation., No threats or promises have
reen made to induce me to make any statement.

nT

ame to the U. §. in
DO and prosently
lllllfand never

nT joined the Progrcssive Union in about 1932 and do not know any
of the details as to how it wis formed., I started to work at Mins B in
1936 =nd when I first storted to work everything wns going along fine. Both
the officers and men in the P!A seemed to be good peonle and the union was
retting along fine with the company.

— 'l was born g

niout ey nTFagels ‘
live at & .
held an office in any union.

I started mining in abou

"l recall thot in the spring of 1937 the union was trying to negotiat-
a nev contract with the company. I don't remember any of the details, but
1 do know there was some question about wares. I know that a»out this same
time some of the men startzd tzlking sbout joining the U.ILT, I don't recall
aven hearini thit any men were expelled from the union at that time. I

lived ir! and so didn't attend many of the meetings.. I just heard
that some men Irom United were causing trouble at the mine. I think there
was around 20 men who werce working for United--I think Bohannon and Pasquale
were two of the men. These men never said anything to me, but I know

they used to hang around the office and t=lked a lot to the others.

"I vwas working as a2 digper in boxS@at the time of the strike. I
recall that there wis some trouble with thest mem before we started. As
I recollect, we only worked about hnlf a day that day the mine went on
strike in iiay of 1937. I remember that the Progressive men didn't want to
work with the United men, but the company said the United men should go
to work anyway. The United aen were saying that we shouldn't po to work
unl:ss e fot a good contract sipned. )

"I rzmember that most of the ren were sending up short loads so I
o1rted doing the same. I remember that we were called out of the mine by
somehory before the rogular gnitting time. I think it was a progressive

Iz
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board member th:t ecalled us out ,Op

and then 'went home. Nobody told mez the mine was on strike,
so I went to work the next day as usual and I was then told
that the mine was on strike.

3
3
]
]
3
[0}
3
o
3

a 3 n
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"I remember thot about two weeks after the strike I signed a
petition for the Progressive unlon. I can't remember under what circumstances
I sirned the petition and I can't remember whether it was at my home or in
Sprlncfleld I believe I was on a picket line which had formed in the road

a short distance from the mine in Yav of 10?'7- This 'rnr-kpf 1in iny lasted

[ S A 4 stance 1rom ade Ll y aiia cketr 1ine 12

for a couple of days though.

nI started to work for Mine A in about Yetober of 1937 and am still
working at Mfine A.

"I believe I voted in the NLRB election held at the Armory in Dec,
of 1937, but I can't say for sure that I did.

"T have been a2 progressive for a long time and want to stay progress-
ive, but it s .ens as though you couldn't be a —rogressive at Mine B. 1 have
no information to back up my opinion, butl think the company favored the U.MW

I do not know for sure what caused the strike in 1937. I joined the U.M.T..

"This entire stitement of four pares hes been read to me bym
I wish to state it is true to the best of my memory.

“itnesses

/ Specizl Agents, FBI
" U. S. Dept_ of Justice"
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Tt was noted during
man's recollection of pertincnt svoents was

ad no
he interview that this
very hazy, that bccause of his
coor understanding of the Bnpilish Language Kie did not know a great deal about
e’ haomened a2t union meetings and what he was told therc. ie was entirely
cooper: tive and is believed reliable, It is felt that due to his lack of
underst.nding and rceollection he would not be & good witness.

;b

4t the time of thls lntprv1
signed stitonient §

ossi ! !

geve the following
stcd as an 1nterpretor.

"Springfield, I11
Sept. 4, 1943
"‘ H .
the following stotencnt to
to me
heve

agont of th
n nodz me to

t> bc vpze

give
hu arc knawn
> Bur. 5 or promises
get =3 to oiwve this statement. I woes born in i
_ I couaz to U, S. - 7S nd became a U.S. citizen i

_ i jeined the ULMNULL dirst in S od canc to U.S. vherc oy

was good., T nuver h 1d = union office. T have beun at lfine "B" about

yrs. as & conl digoer. Before 1332 Elshoaff and the U.“.". th alonz alri

I changad over to P.l.A. hoeruse the najority woat that - Be

and the timo the mine closed tcre was no trouble boetuenn Elsh:)i'f‘ and the
Pl 0 relark

tvie en-—it;Bj_
Elshoff mnde no renariks concernine the PLMLA. 2t that tiae.
The miners werc always satisfied with the P.if... I weont to the neetings
whilz wo hzad a Progrossive uniosn., I was satisficd with the wayr noncy nmatters
were hoandled by the PoM.... I don't know anyrthing about the
incceense of the Pul.... miners sent to jail for bombing.

uilt or
MR 4 imm 1322 anm-d 1QT7 +h- 1T 77 777
LI WL W T Cuided T l.ul(- Vel
vy 83 fur 25 I know of

Ad et e
10w MLWL

S+
iJdov Jf

periad.

"I don't know of any ;wrtics held by Elshoff for the UM
Y dontt know

in this

of any srics in the P.M,... who were working for UK.
"Nobody s.id eny thin: to thc nen so fer as I knov 2bout the cone

troct which ron >ut in the Snrlnp of 1437,

pay nnd when we didn't we didn't go back.

night before the rine shet doia,

.v thought we woa:id get hack
I did not attend any ruetlng the

When I went tu work the norning of
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RE: JONN L., LETS, ET /L

L7e_ &)

Moy 12, }937 we figured there might bz some trouble
tbut didn t think therc would be any sirike. The
contim whole trouble as I remembor it was due to no contract.

Some »f the men loaded short cars the day the mine
closed, we were tcld to 1oad them short, I don't knw who told us,

_ INTERVIE. ©ITH

1] don't rorber signing any petition for either the U.M.W. or the
F.¥.... the summer zft:r the mine closed.

#T did not know thot the U.M,Y., was forming a U.M.’7., local in Spring-
field the summer of 1937.

"I heard sometliin: about Falsetti running the Jefferson but 1 knew
nothing about it myself.

"In Sapt. 1927 wie heard that the mine was zoing to be opened with
U.2..7,. men so we went out to pickct and keep anyonc elsc from teking our
job. Thc first day o feow men went down one of them was Andy Schrelevious.
aiter this ne one wont down ot ¢ll and we su.yed there for about 6U days,
There wWos nos troubl. durin: the strike, there were no strongors oul there,
we behaved sursclves and no one bothered us. No one foreed us to sty ot
the mine, we werce just there to protcct our job. I was there when the
Mzrshall e-nic and teold us we hoad to 1l.ave this was about 9 00 pm when he came
we 211 1cft penceful.

"1 was not there vhen they tried to open the nine o foew days aftr
the lnrshail mede us lecve the mine.

Wl voted in the first N.L.R.B. electinn, This was an honest electisn
s far as I know. Robody told m. who I had t» vote for.

"T did not ge to the ninc when they tried to open it in Jan, 1938,
I heard of it but I was working on 2 .P.a. end did not go over therec.

"During the time betuween the 1st NLL.R.B. elcetion and the time the
mine coined for good I know of nothing unusual thet happened.

W, 'hen the mine opened for good I got @ registud letter telling ne to
eome back in 10 days. I went back to uy old place. 1 never saw anyone just
got ny check and went to work at oncec. Vinen we went back there was supposed
i t2 be no union in the nine both unions were supposed to werk in there to-
S gether, It makes no difference to me which union I belonged to. I paid

% ty dues to P.iL.. until I saw the majority was going te U.M.77. then I joined

~ them., Nobody ever threatened me to makc me join any union. I just went with
the majority. I do not renenber simning eny cards for either ULHVY, or
P.M... in 1940, I saw a lot of new men when I went back to the mine. I dia
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RE: JOHN L. LEZIS, ET il

“0c LD
INIZEYIE I.’ITI—:_ not know which union they beldnged to. I hiave heard
of men being beaten to get them to join the U,M.W.
contimu but I never saw any of it,

"T votzd in the 2nd N.L.R.B. election and voted U.Y,7W. as far as I
kn>w the e¢lcetion was an honest one nobody tried to make me vote either way.

"I don't know what the general condition of the mine was when it
rcopened. I was satisfied with conditions in my part. I heard nothing about
a fire in Mine B in 1939, '

"] don't know anything about the mecting at which

kicked out,

T hove ha et read this stztement of 7 pages to me and to
the bust of 1y knowledye 1t 15 21l the truth., I am thercfore sipning
it of my own will."

(8igned)
Wiitnesses
nvest, {(Milw.)
‘pu al wient, F.B.I.
St. Fepul, Minn."
"Sporingfield, I11.
Scpt. A, 194 H
-122~
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%e1 JOHN L. 1EWIS, ET AL

b2 - baD

The following inffi LEs as conducted b
eciel Agent:s § e s .
TR < insrions .

5, 1943,

interpretor.

been arrested a g
or 1831 by the Springfield Police Lepartﬂent et & mine strike at Woodside

snd thot they were cherged vwith inciting & riot end were let out on
;500,00 bond. However, he seid he never appesred in court efter that
sné never wes prosecutec ond wasn't fin erprinted or photographed.

Toth cppeared to be very cooperative end§ scid he would
be gled to de wnything for the Covermment that he c n in connection with
thie investigction and it ie believed that he would meke o feir Vvltneal
if his testimony were necessurys However, if the testimony of

were nesded cn interpret®r would have to be used.

hgents obtuined fror them the following joint signed statement:

pr 1n1
Septe. 5, 1943

the f ollcmlng stute'

knovn to ug to ? stctment is

o any grect extent. vorked at
up until the =tz _ not been

bs.ck to work there rince. § hag been vorking there for t ast

- 2 conl digger &n 0 employeds I woe born ing
cme to U.Se in BB g £ U.Socitizen gbout

: wos born A : d is ;yrs. 0

5 ‘ i I fiTEE joined

rs. old this wes U.iLUs et S ringfields
B o joined the U.M.WW. in § m
» neither of us have ever &

knew of no troulle between the V.l..” . cnd the

ctand the Englle longuag
I'ine “C® for about 2 yre

he came to the U
& _riners union when I wes chout
: $oined & Union f
he Tiret came to .ne

~ offices.
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Re: JOHK L. LEVIS, ET AL

b7 "b’?[_}

management of liine B prior to 1932.
ment with the Frogressives as soon es
ey were organized, there was no foroe used
and he went of his own free will. E&o far es
we know there was no trouble between the P.M.A.
and the mine menagerent up until the etrike in 1837. So fer as we are
avare there was no resal indicatiog of trouble or preference on the part
of the management for the U.l.V. mdoas feel there tbeee was
gome e€light indicetion of thie but he didn't know too much about it,
“hile the Frogressives were in we had no trouble with the officiels.
1. 1t they were honest end we could alweys be heard when we wanted to.
hid rct attendé meny —eetinge while the Progrecscsives were in
as he could not understand but I ettended moet of them. As far &g the
finiences of the Union were concerned we were always sotisfied the money
vee svent properly. We —ere given a report &t the meetings ¢s to the
expensecs '@ do not feel thet those F.lleA. men who were sent to prison
for the homtinge vere the puilty ones this wae the general feeling among
the men at the time., Frior to the strike the U.ish. never came to the
mine or bothered the F.iWAs, ven in eny way so fer se ve knove PFPrior to
the strike vie had never hearcd of there being any mor in the F.i'.de who

. o

“are trying to gring tho men beck to Udi Wl

(coﬁtinued

"Y¥either of us hove ever heerd enything cbout Elshofi or Folsetti
piving ~ny perties for U.lW"s officinls.

¥ie we remembor in the spring of 1937 we worked from the first
of april until the etrike uncer an acfreement that when an agfeement was
finally eettled or sny inorease vould be retronctive. We always felt thet
Fuleke voulé be able to get os good o contract for us &s anyone elac.
There ves some slight feeling of unrzst during earily iy and April of
1937 over the fact that the mens poy raiss ves not coming through but
there 'as no trou“le over thise “'e had no igcea et 8ll of the menepemente
e+titude on the wege question at thet time. Te romember hstring of =ome
metion eken a chort time befors the girike, by the tricl board ogeinst
“Cotton" Ananineas end Cheeo Tohenon. we dont reczll the nature of this
fotion.

"I recall going to a meeting the night before the strike
H did not cttenc thir meeting. A6 I remembor the meetin: deelt with
what to do about ®Cotton™ and Chos. Eohanon and 2lso our back viages.
There was no etrike talk ot this mceting and vhen they called us up out
of the mine the next dey it “:ce 2 suprise to me. The morning of the
ttrike there was some Jispute at the mine cbout the F.l.A, men vorking
vith thgiexpolled mens The ncnegement had refused to fire certain men
and the Fe'ss. iton ¢id not went to work vith theme Asve recall some men
had been trying to pet the Pul'wl. men to get out of thera union and
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Re: JOHN L. LE'IS, ET AL é > 7 E
— g

join the U,L.7. These men we remember were
Saumy (Joe Albanese) Andy Schrelevious, Dominie
s Fesguale, Pete Carter, Frenlk Austin, Tonmy
(continued) Flotech, John {(Cotton) Ananies, John Sertout,
Geo. & Emory Jucaway, Chas. Bohanon & Jemas
Fale., ‘e also remember eome talk about wages but the Chief cause wae

over not venting to work with there men. We cont recall anything about
CEXrE belng losded thort on the day of the striks, nobody came and told

us to los¢ ther that WEY » I Un.Ly loaded ome car that uc.J J.L. was full

end se fer ce I know ie still in the mine. Shortly before qulttlng time
come company men told us to come out of the mine. ‘'hen we got on top

they told ue werwere going on strike. It wasoohd¥y then we knew theie wee
to be & strike. After the —ine closed they picketed out at the mine

for o short + Yeither ¥ ever signed eny retition
for Uu."2 o but both of us signec esvere 8T Tel on. There wers elwaye
rigned of our owvn Ires will and ve were ectified with Ful'vhs Ve knew

thet there wzs £ Udl, s local formed in Epringfield the summer of 1937.
neither of us viere nksed to join but we heard tha 3 ]

Threotened if they didn'ts

"There wog nothing unusu~l thet hippened during the sumer
of 1837 as fcr cs we recnll.

™ e heerd ct the ko1l thot tho mine wes to reopen in Sept of
1937 cn¢ we vient out to go to work. There woe & dispute at the mine that
¢ay oe to vhether the ming woe to be 0pened ee Fol'ehs or UdiwVe 'a did
not ECJ down in the mine that m..‘y and uuuu remember anybody vor rking.
: vere ct the wine most of the time the picketing went
vory pexcoful, vwe vare just there to protsct ourrjobe,
A counla of U...h. mon did come to the mine one duy & stiyed for chout
15 or 20 min. eround noon thare wzg no trouble then. 4ll of the men who
took port in the strike were from owr own loctl. Yobody forced us to
stoy ot the mine ond we cdime and vent ez ve wished. Feiishs furniched us
vith everything we neededs ‘e vere both at the ming when-the mershnll
came out ond read the 1n3unct1on. The men left peacefully, tho miners

P R P I S, P e s o ¥
i0le IG4T bH. g MgLnv UUfU t {UL E.-.-Jti.

“!"

on a i

™ g hecrd thet they vere going to reopen the mine under the
Us’WVe right after the merchcll caused us to lecve, e didn't go
back beccuse of the pending FeL.h.B. election. ¥e both voted for P.l.A.
at the firest X.L.E.E, slootions, this vee an honest clection and we
: voted ths way we wanted. There vere sume lecflets prssed to the group I
wag in by U.l's"s mon urcing us to vote UdlW¥s I heard that the UiV,
had controted some men tr"lng to get them to vote U.M.W. The

[ T N . s 2T

- T 25 la
group that -+ S veg in did nmot get tny of these lec
T

-
v
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g Res JORN L. LEWIS, ET AL

A3

l: T L 70D

e heard of the attempt to open the mine
in Jen. 1938 but we dif not go to the mine
heceuse we heard it wee to be U.Y.W. and we
also had the injunction ageirnst us.

"7 left Springfield the suwmver of 1938. I heard prior to this
thet mine “B™ had taken over the Jeffereon mine same of the men fro
®E¥ Loro viorking there I am sure but dont know who, Nelthe:j

knev: anything Tirst hend ebout this.

"Bot . got letters from the mine co. telling us
10 come back to V.Ork 5 I went bzck to the mine end talked to lir.
Felsetti who tolc me I would be better off where I wee. reont
back to I'ine ™B" to work vhen he got his letter. rnobody ecke
ebout ths union to which he belonged. He got his ©ld room beek. Prior
to the 2nd N.L.B. nobody &askec to join the Udla' s Three b3 4!

CoriE
after «7..B. ele These men eaild that if
not sign over to U,i. %, he woulc not heve ary job. They
.to beat him. g does rot know vho thes- men were. He gigned over
to kesn his jobe raw & lot of strengers et the mine vhen he
went haek to vork oes not kmow vho these men vere but they were

all UusiW's  Keit : B irnocd eny cards for Usra"e or Bulldhe
the swmcr of 1940.

: voted in the 2nd Ful.h.Bs election voting for

Folwins he dbes not know whaother or not this wves en honeet eleotion.
Be vug not forced to vote either oy himeelf though. Wher went
back Lo mine “B* it woe in kindé of bed condition one purv of af hes

never rconeneds Ee knowe of no fire in iline “B" while it wee gloged anu
neither do I. dose not recell any meeting ct which
vee kicked out over some argument about money matter.
et conditions were much better under F.l'A. than they cre under

gele
U.}-.l‘.

g i heve recd this joint etotement
and EO fer &6 eitner oY us are avere it ie the truth in
we ere therefore toth eigning it.

1

its entirety

Y itnesses:

Signeds

swé.hﬁf . (rilw.)
Epringfield, I11

fext. 6, 1943
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Re: JOHN L. LEIS, ETAL ) c

On Sentember 4, 1943, bpec1a; Apcnt c SR and

i Ca , cwod SR ‘ ome in
inois. o i n¢ advised that
he has no chr . During the course of the interview it was

observed thn? had a much better than average regallagation of events
vhich occurred at Ane B durin- the period in quastion. “was entirelr
t is

coopzrative and he is believsd to be honest and reliable. elt that
he would make a mucy better than 2verazge witness.

turned over
to a-ents a letter received by him froq Charles Bohannon,

e¢sident of the

+r renarnt at dhea TTUEDT had 138

orin eld, tzllin~ hi vD FCROTY av e vy CULLCLNE

Uif7 local in Sprin field, tellinz him |
far initiatien into the JML. This letter bezn properly iientified
by apents and is being rotained in the exhiibit file of this case.

_ gave the follewing stotoment:

.y
Sept. 4, 1943,

III
st :temant t““- - ‘
Special Arents of the FB s U S Depurtnen o
have been nade me to rive this statement.

am making this frse and voluntary
who are known to me to be
ustice. No thrzats or promises

"l have been employed at Mine B in Springfield, Ill., f,
ars and am still there as a coal digr I was borm
. and came %c the United St-tes 1;‘*%6 beczne a citizen
2 bou t at Sprin-field, 111, I w.s a miner i e 0ld country and did
not belong i to any union over there. I first joined the United iine Torkers

about at Sprinsfield, I1l. I never have bcen an officer of any union.
Before the Ui~ union was morc of ¢ company union and they along with Carl
Elshoff fine and gave him everythinz, It was just like adictator then and

UM got anything they wanted. About 1932 or so I joined the Propressive

Union vith the rest of the men and that was vhen John lewis wanted us to
take a cut and he was supnosed to have stolen the ballots.” I did not take
any active part in starting the PMA union. Between 1932 and the time the
mine closed P. a4 pot along fine with Mr. Elshoff and nothing was wrong at all
then. I don't recall of any little strikes or walk outs during the sam@
period before the mine closed. I never heard anything about Falcetti of '
Elshoff not getting along with PMA officials during that period of time
before the mine closed. I never heard anything atoub anysne wanting PMA

nen Lo r-h::nm: baclk to M7, The Prﬁwrﬂczc#une yag a nn.m-! union and it was not

3 AR A S e TS AT MIl LWl Qi LW NUg LIVe

: run by rackete rs and cvcrybne w-8 satisfied w{th 1t exceot for a few men
siere ho were for UfT. I only went to meetings onoe in awhile as it was
too far to go to Springfield, I1ll. to attend théms 1 never paid any sttention

- =127=

L TR E T o T I TR L ik ot e e e T R ol e e I ot i bt



e i et e

)
4

Re: JOHN L. IETIS, ET AL

1.
%
")
]
o r
o 4
]
n
m
g
3
r
..-k
o3

INTSRVIE ™ 1 tn thnee men who mre conviet
11 ke o S ke T

m have no opinion about them ?nd I never heard anyone else
continue talk about it. I never suspected any of the FMA officizls
of doing wrong with the money. The local was a man's union

and not 2 slave union. Bofore Mine B closed UMT never sent any men out. to
picket the mine nor do I recall of petting any literature from UMW then,
Before the mine B clesed there were about 12 men or so in the PMA who were
for UIf5. I recall on one time while I was in Hogan's Saloon in Springfield,
I11., Andy SCAHELZVIOUS zsked nme there to join over to Ul and he took my
address down snd he s2id he would come over to sse me but he never showed
up. This was before dine B closed. These 12 men were to my knowledge
Sarriy_ who is also kmown as Joe; andy ment oned above; and I heard that
Emory Jacaway carried the tales back to the company. These and several
others were thc ones I heard tc be men who liked the UL, they were, Pasquale,

o haocwd o
gl ligidlu a

T [ o PPy | B | S ]

DlI D’)ub, um “JJ.C dUU. Sever ‘.L CLer' 3. J. JLJ.DL: el LrU.ih- 4+ TGV

thing zbyut any parties given by Elshoff or UlLT men.

“I recall when the contract eyplred in March, 1937 and I think
thzt or some cther »fficinl of N $0ld us that thsy had a
tenmporary agreement and that if they pot more pay it would go back. I
never hove believed anything until I s:e the money itself but I felt that
ta could make a contract but I heard that Elshofl was ag=inst making a

contrict. Before the strike_ miners never complained about this wape
question on pay d~ys and fhprn was no other trouble over the wage question

e owaS M F L= B wilsd LMLlT Jdvel Ll W

and I think +hnt thlngs went along pretiy nice z2nd steady. I heﬂrd that these
12 men would t:lk both for and azrinst the PFili just before the mine closed.
I did not go to the meeting nirht before the mine closed and I don't remember
if they had one or not. Then I went to work on the morning the mine closed
I 4id not know at all of any trouble out there and I never h»d any idea there
would be any trouble until mcalled us out of the mine that after-
noon. That day I heard a 110 >agthing about several men, including
Frank Austin, being expelled from rlA but I don't recnll of the company
refusing t» fire them. I heard that the reason why the strike was called
w1s beecause we did not h-ve any contract then. e PHA 211 respected the
law znd felt if those 12 men wanted to lenve they could ra back to UK,
On the doy the nine closed I heard something about cars being loaded short
but I did not load any short nnd no one told me to load them short. I was
.Tglx'lﬂﬁ in wox then and there was no talk of any strike that dzy nor about
tre men being expelled, Severz2l we ks after the mine closed I signed a
motition for PMA and I think it was to show the labor Board or s-meone we
hid 2 majority of the men and no one f« d me to sign it and T did sign
it because I vonted to. I recall thot (phonetic) a committeeman,
brot it to my home and I signed it. 1 -tltlon for UMY

tut 1 heard about it but they never came t Tl was 21l
FMa. I think that same f211 another petitis Dy FMA and I
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Re: JOHN L. LE.IS, ET AL
b7 LoD
INTERVIE; JITH als> signed that and I think I signed it in Springfield,
I11, and n> one forced me to sign that either. I hzard about
continued UMW forming a new local but no one came to me and asked
me to join it,

i
o ¥

"During _summer of 1937_ I don't recall of anything unusual
k-opening at Mine B. I once heard something tho of some men from lfine B
~aing over to the Jefferson =ine and also there was some talk once about
Elshoff being the owner or something of the Jefferson Mine. Turing fall of
1937 I went out to Mine B about a weeck after the picketing st-rted. I
never had heard they were -oing to reopen. The men there were all 1loeal
P4 men and therc were no strangers. I went out of my ovm free will amd I
went out becouse I heard that others were out there protecting their jobs.

I heard that we never would have nicketed the mine if those United Mine
“Torkers had not stairted over there at Mine B. I came home about one night

a week or s5 »nd then would 7o back out gpzin 2nd help them. Everything was
quiet 2nd pecccful out thire and there were no fi-hts. No UKV tried to go to
rork while I wis out there. I was there when the lhirshall came out and he
sa1id we would hove to leave and he put some paper out but I never read it,
A1) of us were willing t» leave and we did and all were satisfied.

came out after the ilarshall cqome and said it was right for us to leave.

The Marshall came out between 9 3nd 10 pem. and I w-s the last one to leave
there 2bout 1 2.r. Then the Marshall came out I think that and

a committecman was out there. T never heard a thing about the mine trying
to reopen a few day later 2fter the iarshall came -ut. I voted at 2the
Armory in Springfield, Il1l., at the first NLRB election and it was by secret
ballot and no one told m¢ how to volc and first I met at__ hall and then
from the ahll went over and voted. Before we went over and voted we had

= meeting and the big president of the whole PLA gave us 2 talk and told

us to vote how we pleased and he did not tell us to vote PIh or any special
wny. I voted PUA and it wos a ¢nhod and honest election and T herrd that
FIi won that election., I-don't recall a thing about Kine B being reopened

a short time after the election of UMV mine.

\ n a saloon and that Falcetti told him that when

he has his money invested he ivants to get the benefit of it. I also heard
durins the last weck that Elshoff w2s in Washin-ton and that when the PMA men
walked along they h-d thelr he?ds hwnflng da»m but when the UMY men walked

"I never got a rcpistered letter from Kine B but hoard about it thru
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL

boc Lo

out there bout ck or s> later.

i ‘ WL I saw Oscar Falcetti and
he put me back to work in box ‘Tmm He did not say a thing
about what union I belon:ed to., Nothing wag 521 out the wopes but I thot
it would be the regular d1linois waze scale. The gossip around was that
when the FPilh went over to UMW we would have a contract. I did not see many
newv men at this time but after a couple of months they hired a lot of new
UMY men from Mo., Indian2 and other states. About one guarter are still

there but st are all They hired only UMW men and wowld not hire
phonetic) of ? I11.and _
1., both were men and they went asver 10

2 P4 mon,
(phonetic) als ] ] ) _ver

Kine B and asked for jobs but they wire t51d they had no openings but the
next <2y the hired / -+ 5 Udié men.

thing like that twlked to me about joining over. I was working in box
ijw 2 TSR vho s in send Bill, the trac
TEyET, 0 sce me and BL o4d me I shoul 7 because the shot firer
h=d signed and thnt ‘Ehe check weisht-man had alrszady signed. I told Bill

: i the check weiph-man had not signed and Bill
then went back in and sav'§ and asked him and Bill came -back

"4t the mine a track layer and a fellow named "Cstier" or s::urnts:-q

and told me thnt zt 1 was right and that had not
Jomed. . got beat up. I t0ld B en that
when §% :ould sign up I would simn too, Bill did n»t threaten me.

Tibout 2 wesk later this "Cotter" asked me to sirn up and he said
that he vwounld protect me and I t21d him he wouldn't have to protect me as
I can protect myself,

"Pih did not do anything in regard to gettine men to join over as
they felt they still had the majority. No one crused me to be fined nor
did anyone bother me but stole trols from my buddy, ANDY frour nil.,
were storlen from him but they never stole mine. Later on when ad sipned
over to UiV this same "Cotter™ told me that no one would lose any more
t251s, In  summer of 1940 I never signed any membership card for PMA or
UM7. When I went back to work I kept on paying dues to P” and no one forced
me to pay those dues. I w ed to sisn over to UMi.  "Sechiyt B Jﬁ.m&
(phonetie) told me to tell that _hc ought to sign up mth U beford ™
the bricks start to fly 3ndwm B'i.,:. TENER that I would sipgn up »nly
vith ga' nd this was v ' “t01d me this and this taok place
about“a month or so befor- : I bout this
2nd he scored and nover went bick t> work arein, for abodt a month and
Lho B went back to Mine B o>ffice and s2id he w.: coming back to work
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Re: JOHN L. IEVIS, ET AL L") e

LD
and that nizht _ BEAT Him up. N

#Tt was gossip arosund the Mine B that if we PMA men did fst
sign up by a certain day that it would cost us more money
n the last day. I sipgned up bscause I felt that if I did

125 Loy Loy Ld lot 452

D
U7 that I might get beat up and I would lose my job.

"] have showvmn to Acents qndq a registered letter No.
18668 postmarked at Sprin-field, I1l., Jan. 29, 1941 which is addresses me
tH as *and it is from Chas. Bshannon, P.0O. Box 1065 Springfield,
I11. This letter 1s dated Jan. 20, 1941 and I have given the envelope and
letter t- Bl :mcﬂ

fThe above letter t51d me that I should get sworn in but I did not
o dovm 4o pet sworn in because I still @id not want to become connected
with UM/, Hovever, after I pot the above letter I went down and ot sworn
in but then and even now I still am a PMA man in my own heart.

"I voted 2t the next KLRB election at the Armory in Sprinsfield,
Til, but I don't think this was on honest election. Then I got to the Armory
this "CHtter™ was in there and he w~s partly drunk and carried a bip pistol
and he grahbed me by the arm and wrlked up with me =nd s=id he w-nted t-o seec
how I voted s> he stood alonr~ side me and watched me how I voted so I had
to vote for Ui altho I still wnnted to vote for PMA. I did not vote the
way 1 winted too znd and I fire I was forced to vote UM becruse of the above
facts. I did not sce the povernment man around. This "Cotter™ is still
at Mine B and he is Check Koo 18,

Wihen I went back to Mine B it w s in bad shape and had bad air.
The south side never wis reopcned. I think it cost them ab»ut 315,000 or
720,000 to fix it up. I never henrd a thing about a fire at !ine B when it
wns cilysed or in 1939,

"I heard that Glascow had some trouble and that Edmundson kicked
him ~ut >nd that Glascow w2s on the right side. )

‘ "I never heard anything at the time Mine B was closed as to how
Elshoff w1s able t» ke:p the mine ~>ing when it wz2s closed,

"l can't read the En-~lish languare very well and I have had Agent
read this 3 pare typewritten statement to me and it is true and
correct and I have sign it of my own free will.

"JITNESSES:



-l

Re: JOHN L. LETIS, ET AL l;‘? .

Special apent, FBI,
St. Paul, Minn.

mrent Trmindd

Specizl A_ent, FBI,
Uilwaukee, "is, "
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S Springfield,
Illln01s on bSep amber 4, 343 by Ypecial Agents

Faua” He did not appear to be willing to
- answer the questlons pu iim, and would not willingly testify on

hoha If of the Government, being hesitant because of his present employment.

He furnished the loa,low:mb signed stztement:

"Svringfield, Illinois
Septumber 4, 1943

moko the following veoluntary stotement to
shom I know to bc Special lizcnts of the

ion, U. 9. Departicent of Justice.

‘ I mas born in mand cark to the United Stotes
ir i 1zed =t Swuringficld, l. in , and orescntly
live i o5 2 . Springficld, Illinels.

n"The first mine union I joined was the United Mine vorkers of
Anirics thot will be reforrd to nercinaftor a2as the MI7. I joined this
uni on at Springfield, Tllinois and I stirted working in the
1n. under thce UM, This mine wes in North Springsficid, but is
not operating at this time., T worked _t four othcr mings under the UL,
pefore I storted working at lMine B as ¢ coal digger in

ir

"The only u
Iilinois

' office I ever held was on the Pit Commdttee ot
rhvc;rs z:0. This was with the W0,

"I am presontly employed at Hinc B as & coal digger

"I took no active part in forming thz Progressive kine workers of
ancrice which will be refirred to hereinaftor os FiL.. T knew nothing
zh~sut th: ¢ircumstunces under which P, was formed., I liked the PM.
lezders and I think the other miners folt the s-me way.

"] z2ttended most of the Tl and UITT mectings while I worked under
thesz unions.

"T liked the Fii. betior than the ULV becouse the L would not per-
nit a man to hold officc rore than tvo consecutive years. In the Uil7 an
officer con hold office for [cars.

"Beforc the strike startod et ifine B in 1937 I nover recalled a UMY
picket line 2t that Mine. I sow no UM literatur: during this period.
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BZ: JOITY L. LETIS, ET AL -L
7
L9

"I knew the Tollowing miners who worked at Mine B at
this time: Andrew Schrelevious, Dominie Pasquale
Pete Carter, Frznk austin, Tony Ploteh, John (Cotton)
fnanias, John Sirtout, George Jacavay, Emory Jacaway,

Charles Bohannon, and James Hale.

continued)

t,s far zs I know these men did not aggitate for U7 before May,
1937 when the strike started.

"I ar not faniliar with the circumstences involved in the wage scale
controversy.

"T did not attend the P14 neeting of May 11, 1337 and it was at a
later date that I learned about the winers who were thrown out of FMi on that
nizht, I did not hear about it the next day. However, on the morning of
Mar 12, 1937 I was told to load the coal cars short by a member of Flii whose
nanme I do not reczll and I did load ry cars short,

"T helped picket wine B for about two weeks,
"During the strilie seriod when Mine B was closed I was unemployed.

"T helieved I si:ned a 11ia petition shortly after the rine closed.
I do not renember anything aboubl details or purposc of this petition. I do
not reccll any othor petitions. -

"By word of mouth I learned about the QLtEhpts to open Mine B in

’}t ‘mb.r and Decembor of 1337 &nd in JQDUuTV, 1928,

"I thought the H,L.R.B. election held in Decenber, 1337 was fair, I
vas in fuvor of the Fila ~nd was nat approzched by eny person to influence
Iy vote.

"The second N.L.R,B. clection in Februar-, 1941 was also on a secret
ballot and I voted in this election.

"T returned to work at Mine B in
again under the omen shop a reenent.

?Just before the sczcond N.L.R.B. election T signed up with U.. No
one ever tried to influence me to sign up with the UMI., I Jjoined the UMI{
- begause some riners told me that the majority were joing over to UM: and

. that Itd botter join UL,
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RE: JOHN L. LEIS, ET AL o /o
Lo

nT know nothing about the activities of the men whose
names are mentioned above in this statement.

(continued) .
nT know nothing against the P4 or the UL,
- iy

"iitnessed:

, °pecial 4pont, F.B.I.
Special a,ent FLB.IM
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n.: JOHN L, LEWIS, ET AL Zf T)c:/

Jllinois

was jojintly intorviewed by Special Agents
and *on Scptember 2, 1843 at
Springficld, I1l, This individual ish
not read nor write and has no understanding concerning
incuiry. Te executed the following written statement:

€
e matter under

"Springfield, Illinois
September 3, 1943

make the following voluntary stetoment to
whom ] know to be Special Agents of

Springfic
e was born or § :
' : irst joined the United Mine sorkers ol Amcrick, relorred
to herzinalter as the UMY about qat Illinois, where I worked in

the local mine sbout three ycars. worked in coal minos continuously

and started working in }ine B ncar Springlicld about and worked there
continuously until that minc closed on lmy 12, 1937. ight after Wine B
closed down in lay, 1937, I went back to & place nesr the mine to help the
Frogressive ine “orkers of Amcrica picket. I will rofer to this latter

union hereinaftcer as the PMA, I nover went back after that time to work

I did not try to go back to work

"] worked at 'inc B from to 1932 as a member of the UMW, 1
vwas & digger in this mine, I voluntarily joined PMA in Scptember, 1932
when the rost of the miners 2t Wine B. joined that union. I did not like
the UMT because John L. Lewis did not faver an increase in wages anéd when
we voted, he claimed the balloet boxes were stolen,

"] thought the PMA was a good mine union snd that .it's leaders and
the rank and file woere satisfied with the PMA union and the way it was being
run, I did not takc an active part in the formation of PMA as I could
not read or write and just went along with the rest.

"Slshoff appeared to get along alright with the UMV prior to 1932
. but did not seem to be on such good terms with PMA from 1932 to 1837,
i I think ho liked UMYV better than the P¥A, but I never hcard why. I knew
. nothing about the details of thc wege scale problem but I just wanted an
increase in wages,

"I heard in the Spring of 1937 that UMS had some organizers in
Yine B but thcy never contacted me. I heard that they coptacted other mincres



Re: JOIN L. LETIS, ET AL £ L
(=

: 7

R m road the newspapers to
me commenting on . o not recall signing 8 petition

(coniinued! of anmy kind in 1937. I did not attend the PMA meeting on
the night of May 12, 1937 when the PMA mincrs were expelled.
The only reason I know the minc was closed down on May 12, 1937 was because
the men wanted more money and Elshoff would not pay them more. I never went
back tc work in the mine after that, and know nothing about the mine from
Thit statement h=s troen rzad to me bty B - :
~n1d it 18 true,

then on.

A
g
=
"His X Mark
. n
L e T
~itnesscd: His Mark
"7 s G hove riad the two pages of this statomeont to R
whose mark appears above and he acknow!esges
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Re: JOHN L. 1EVIS, ET AL

Springfield,
ember 7,

I NTERVIEW WITH

Illincis, was .intervi

————Gn— 7> DY Special Agents

speaks and understands English -very well and
when he remembers facts can express himself intelligently. He said he has
hadmitted that he

no serious objections to testifying if necessary.
has been arrested for drunkenness, but claimed to hav® no other criminal
receyd. furnished the following signed statement:

"Springfield, Ill.
September 7, 1943.

v

make the following voluntary statement to
whom I know to be Speecial Agents

naturalized at Springiielc i I joined the United Mine Torkers
2t EEENEER 7)), inrh_ | r of that umion until 1932, when

T Joined the Progressive liine Torkers of America. I started work at NKine
B about and joined the P.M.A. when all the other nen at Mine B

did. I no part in the organization of the P.M¥.A., vhich was erganized
because the men were not satisfied in the way Lewis was handling their
interests. Lewis had something to do with the disappearance of ballots

of an election held by the men. I was never an officer in any union,

"From 1332 until 1937 things went along smoothly at the mine.
I dor't remember any stirikes or shut downs at the mine, and was
satisfied with the way the P.K."’. was being run. The P.M.A. officers
alvays gave the men a square deal as far as I know., The men always seemed
to be completely satisfied in the way the P.,M.W. was being run. Before
the strike in 1937, I don't remember of hearing of any trouble between
the P.}M.A., and the mine wmanagement. The henbers seemed to feel that P.M.A.
could do as much for the men as the U.M.V, could, as far as wages and
conditions were concerned. '

"I don't renerber any instances of picketing by U.M.%W. men,
or any literature put out by the U,M.U.. before the strike in 1937. No
cne ever asked me to join the U.M.W., before the strike, although I
heard that Austin, Albanese, Halc, Bcohannon, Plotch, Carter, Apanias
and Jacaways, were tryirg to get men to join the U.M.T. 8

-

n e and tdok: éoal from Alhancse's room, and I heard that he
was agltatmno for U.M.%W., although he ncver said anything to me.
Bohannon was also & mule driver at this time, but never said anything
about U.M.”7. to me before the strike.
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, KT AL

b?c/ b 7P

INT X "] don't remember any P.K.A. neeting the night before
the strike. On the day of the strike, at the end
continue of the day, I heard there was a strike, and didn't

go back to the mine the next day. I think the strike
was over some wage dispute, but I'm not sure. I -did hear that Frank Austin,
and a couple of others whose names I can't remember were kicked out of
the P.M.A. because of U.L.W. activities, but I don't know anything more
about it,

"I remember that I signed a P.M.A. petition just after the strike.
As I remeuber, this petition was to find out how many men favored the
P.M.A. It seems to me that I signed one at Mine B, but I don't remenmber
who took the petition. mround, and I signed it because I preferred the
P.M.A. to the LMW, HNo one made ne sign it. I don't remember signing
any U.M.7/. petition this sumner.

~ ¥In the sumncr or fall of 1937, Bohannon came to my home at

S _ Springfield, and asked me to join the U.M.W., saying
e mine was going to open up U.M.'7. I tol1d them that if they opened up
U.M.We thev would onen up without me, beczuse I didn't 1ike the U.M.V.
He didan't threaten me or try te force me. There were some other fellows
in the car, but I didn't recognize them. I started to work at my
present job shortly after that.

"I remember getting a letter from Elshoff that the mine was
going to open, and giving me a certein time to come back to work. 1
don't remember just vhen I got that letter, becazuse I had my present
job and wasn't intending to go back to the mine.

"In the fall of 1337 I was out at the picket linc at line B,
when I wasn't working., I wasn't forced to go out, and never saw any men
therc who veren't Mine B men. Tie were pickoting, as I remember, to
keep the U.k.¥. nen from going to work. I think the injunction was
gotten to get the P.K.A. men away from the mipe, so the U.K.7.. men
could get into the mine to work.

"In the eilcction of December, 1937, I voted for P.M.A. because
I liked it better than the U.M.'. I don't remcmber any strong-armed
tactics at the election, and think it was a fair election. After
this election I had nothing more to do with line B. I had mads up
my mind not to go back to the mines, and I will never mine coal for

Lewis.

"I have read the forepoing, consisting of about three and
a half pages, and state that it is truec to the best y knowledge.
(Signed)® % Co

Gitnessess

Special Agents, F.B.I.
Springfield, I1l,"
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RE: JOHN L. LE.IS, ET AL

wrervie: ITE [

% _at his rcsidence,
f:Z/ ' on Sepuember 4, 1743. He
\) AN

[ “n.___-__._.l‘_- i I ™ e
3 Springfield, Illino

£ Sceptember 4, 1943

ollowing signed statement:

is
rake the following voluntary statement t,o-
, whon I know to be Special uzents of the

and
cderal Bureau of Investigotion, U.S. Department of Justice.

"] reside al B RS

a diz ¢ WS born on
L T cviugend < tha Ind4A O+

; j 4 Al LVCW A1l Wio VI LW s

I was natura ¢ orinafield, Iilinois in

T first joinod a nine union in at Springfield, I1linois at
h:—l{im. This unim wes the United Mine Workers of wmerica, which
will be referred to hercinaltur as the UL, T worked there for about one
year at which time a tipnle fcll 3p ond I we work at lfine », I did
not return t> Mine B until :hout From I contimued to work at
Min. B until lny 12, 1937 when the mine closed. ifter the nine closed on
Mey 12, 1943, I did not go br.ck to picket and did not go back to Minc B
when that minc attemptod to npa2n on threc different oceasions, I knew the
mine was attemoting: 1o cpen fronm a unties in the newspapers and by word of
noutl, from other miners. I did not go back to work at Minc B, until about
Decenber 1939. I worked at this g yntil b 1y Wraren 0L0. T quit;
then and stertsd working for th ] s
I ;over did go boelt to work at Mine
started working at linc 4 and hove continued working there until the present
timc.

"In Septomb.r, 1932 I wes working at Mine B and when John L. Lewis
wzentod the mincers to take 2 roduction in wayg.s, 2 vote was tuken. The first
votc tiken was aginst thy reduction and on a second vote, the UM officials
clajimcd the ballots were stlun, and Lewis declarsd an emerpgency ahd pro-
ceeded to sign up with the Operetors at a reduction in the wage scale. I
voluntarily joined the rrogressive Mine “orkers of america, refirred to here-
inaftur as the Pli., with thc r.ot of the niners in Mine B, in Ssptember, 1932.
I nover t ook an active part in orgonizing FM.. I'never have held azn office
in any rine union. I feel thot the PL. was 2 guod union and the rank and file

were satisficd with that unin and its officials,
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RE: JOHN L. LE.IS, ET 4L
4&:'7 c,fi b 1D

INTDRVIE : VITH — nPrior to 1932, Elshoff had some difficulties

=i mErs

{continued) with the employees at Mine B, and he dis-
- charged the following men; m
S e and about three others. Elshoff claime o

these men were crzating dissention, These men were all member of the UMY,
it this time, Blshoff did not belong to the Opercters adssociation. The ULGi
arbitrated the case with Eishioff and he had Ris wmey. Zthese men did not re-
turn to work. This wes prior to any thought of orgunizing another union,
nancly, the PMa. Tue rolations between &lshoff and the PiL. from 1932 to
april 1337 wer. good as far as I know.

"about ¢ nonth before the mine closed dovn on lay 12, 1937 there

wore e mumbir of nen in Min. B who begas orgenizing for US7.  Thesc men
were Lndrow Schrelevious, Dominic Pasguale, Pete Carter, Frank JAustin, Tory
Flotch, J:ir Anznias, 2lso known as John Cotton, John Sirtout, George Jacaway,
Emory Jacaway, Chorlcs “channon, Jrnes Eale, T heard that these men vere
contocting Pl& members to get them to join the UMY, I'm referring now to the
ps1riod before the mine went on strike in ey, 1337. Both James Hale and
Tony Ploteh t-lked to we favoaring the UIST and wanted me to join the UM as

it was o largcer organizaiion. I 2id not sirm up with U357 bocause I felt that

hese men woere being paid by 177 for their organizing work, Halc and Flotch
hintud tvo or three times that it would be better if I joined the UML),

"About a week before the mine closed, Pete Carter was seen by me
passing out Ui/ cards out on top of Mine B, close to the office. The day
before the mine closed, the P4 expelled Pete Carter and some other. from that
union for organizing for U1I7, I did not attend this PMA meeting held on
May 11, 1337 but heard about it the next day 2t the mine. On May 12, 1337 Els-
hoff{ refused to discharge these men that Liad been expellied from the PMA. On
this day, I was doing compan; work due to a cave in. Th fternoon the men
were cailed out of the mine as Elshoff would not talk tig who was
a PMA Board nember, I did not know about loading coal cars short until I
came out. However, this was not due tu the wage scale question.

"gfier May 12, 1937 T stayed out of this mine until December 1939,
I did not attempt to 7o to work before that, 'I am not familiar with the wage
scale problems or the retroactive feature of the ajreement between Elshoff
and the PM4, I do not recall the Pi’A officials informing me about the de-
tails of this agreenent.

"I voluntarily simed the PHMA petition of May 26, 1937 to show I was
a FlA nember, I did not sign anr other petition.

"I beiileve that the NLRB election on December 15, 1937 was fair. I
did not sce any strong arm tactics on the part of members of the PMA or the
UM/, T received notice of the election through the newsvapers, and 1 went
to the Arsenal and voted and no one tried to influence me,
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RE: JOHN L. LE IS, ET AL

2
o

mwrervIET VITE QRN "I never heard of a big fire in line B prior
(continued) to 1942.

"T was working in Mine A as a FMA nmember when Elshoff bought it. I
understood Elshoff %was going to close ¥ine A down or operats it through Iine T,
if the mianers did not join Ulf7. Mine A and }ine B are connectin; mines. I
joined the UlS” only to keep my job, I would rather be a menber of the FHA.

"] have carefully read this statement consisting of three and one
nalf pages and it contains the truti to the best of my lmowledre, lo threats
or promises have been made to induce me to rmzke this statenent.

B =

Miitnessed:

peclaiﬂAgent, F.B.I."
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g Re: JOHM L., LEAIS, ET AL L
: ~7

Springfield, Illinois,

TTERVIEY L ITH e o
— “Was interviewed at Spri eld Fieid Office on September 8,
g 1943, by Special igent “ It is believed .
s th “Halthough he was cooperatlve, W make only a fair witness.
‘ hag Wn orimina

Ee record.

N s . . T Gt i oA R —
The following is 2 signed statement ootained from EEENNEEES

"Springficld, Illinois
September 9, 1943

T TR : : _ Sprinefield, Illinois
do make the followlng voluntary statement to RS who I know
to be a Spcc1a1 Agent of the Fedsral Burcau of Investigation. 2o threats
‘er prorises of any kind have besn made to me; I have been told thet I nced

L

ﬁc‘) rakc tm'y Stﬁtﬂm&:'ﬂ s T P T T sz P

" I,

= A
ALl bIl.-\b b‘ll.b bbﬂbhllJIlb Can 0o ub\::u LU- COUrve.

"I first joincd = miner's union about ? the United !"ine Torkers,
vhile 1 was working =t the P:nbody "inc ;6 ncar Sherman, Illinois., I joined
this ninc of my owmn free will without any force or coercion, JLlthough 1
have belongsd to unions ever since I have pover held any officc in a union.

I was first employcd at ine "B" about- and I worked there until 1938
shortly aftcr the first N.L.R.B. c¢lection, I joined the Progressive !ine

“orkcrs union in 1932 when the whole UM,7. local went over and formed the

F '\X ‘f.\‘. I took no actit_re p:‘u-‘!‘ 'in +hn move, 'F‘rnﬁ TQ’:9 +n 1017 T am awara Qf
no unfriendly relntions between P,XM,a, local #54 and Carl Elshoff., During
this pcriod I was entircly satisfied with local #54 and believed that it was
2 good union, Insofar &s I know all of the other miners in the union felt
the same way cbout it. There wis good attendance at the meetings and I

saw no forcc or intimidztion and I never heard of any money being paid to
the union officials to got a job. During this period therc was no strife

or friction botwcen the P.IL.4. 2néd the U,K,7. to amount to anything. After
thz *inec "B" was recopened as an open shop I cuit xork on account of my
health 2nd I have never gone back. Conscquently I was not at the Yinc during
the trouble botween UL, . and Pell.A

"I nttended the meeting of Local #£54 on Yay 11, 1937 when tho five
members were ousted on account of being spies for the UM, . As I remember
it was a rogularly called meeting and a big majority of the memborship was
there, Several of the miners testified that these men hed ceome to their
homes and had tricd to persuzde them to go over and join the U The
cgeused men denied this but the memboership veted to throw them out of the
i union, I worked at the mine the next day, !"ay 12, 1937 but I did not observe
any of the negotiations or trouble., 1 worksd all doy =2nd sent up full cars,
I 2id not find out 7bout the troudble until I came up. )
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Re: JOHN L. LEFIS, ET AL

INTERVIEW ITH "I remember thxt I signed the petitiap of the P.M.W, of

A — : : ; ;
ey 27, 1937 io Line ™B™ in which we claimsd & majority
continued) of the minzrs. I did not sign any other petition nor did

1 subsequontly join United 'ine Tiorkers union., I did meet
Tony Plotch and two other men whose names I do not now recall, one Sunday
eftcrpoon and they told me I had better join the UMW, if I ever expected to
go back to work at Minc "B". This was during the time Mine "B" was being
operatcd as an open shop. I told them that if I had to sign for T.M.7. that
1 would never work there,

"] have rcad the within statomont consisting of one page and it is
all true,

SRR <o)

" itnessed:

R T /5/’
Special Arunt, F.B.I.

- o S/
Special Agent F.B.I.
Springficld, Illinois™

Y44~

T MR WP STk TNt g T R ek PR WML R ey W WR T e B e mae e WA= e D mee e rem L weeemw— n e o rrwa e = e



C . (¢

RE: JOHN L. LEIS, ET AL L, D e
& 70

was Jjointly intcrvi.wed

n beptember 5, 1J43 by Special Agents
at his residence,
ingly furnished the following signed statc-

W - -
sringlieid, linois.

He wi

m.nt and indicated that he would willingly testify to the facts as sct forth
therain:

"Springfield, Illinois
September 5, 1743

oviing voluntary stat.ment to

1 I know to be Specizl Jsgonts of

Springfield, Iil. and I was born
irut joined a mine union at Mine 4
] is union was the United line "orkers of
.aerien, rufrrrcd to JLrOAnaftrr as the ., T worked et this mine for
&zb-ut six months and then went to Poabody Mine #57 and remained therc un-

+4F Lomad 1 T 1372 whiorn tho mine ehat dAaen Aus vn the genornl et edes T
Liae a4 Ly .L‘;_)L Vil i TIRDE SOUT QOWN QU v i Ul Lhics i
-~

I got 2 job at Uinc B as a t’mb;rnan, under th. .41 and worked there con-
tinuously until the mine closced on May 12, 1937. I 'wined on the PN
pickct line for scver.:l months in i937. I was not out at this mine at any
of the threc times it tried to re-open., 1 heard it was going to open the
first tvo times through the newspapers, but the third time I regcived a
registered latter from Elshoff amnouncing that the nine was poing: to open.
an open shop in Novemb.r, 1939 T went back to
work orked therc untll February 22, 1942, On that
day, . s2id, Yyou are next. I'm _oing to drive
your teeth down your oct. I whs working as & cage man og the bottom
at this tim: and was making extra pay. I think one of the UiTV men wanted
this job, I had alrcady changed over to the Ull. at this time. T never
went baek to the mine aft_r that bucause the working conditions wore not
safe due to the zctivities of some of the UL/ memb.rs who had been UM
org.nimes,.  al*hso o the UMT had the bargaining rights at Mine B that union

fclt that th L3 hod many miners working under the UM, who werc not sympa=-

Liid OI'xln unacr Lnc Lo et Sre E=3 1
b} L o

thetic toward UM/, but wio had joined nercly to kuﬁp their jobs.

. hen Mine E onuned 2
nen Juane b opened 2

.

"Frorr‘tc 1332 I was a nembrr of UM/, I joincd the P4 in

: Scptember, 1432 at Sprin;field, Illinois, I wes unemployed at this time,

- I joined this union voluntzrily., I think the P was a good union and the
. ronk and file mine.s pot along well with their union officers., T rcmained
a nembor of 112, the Iro:russive lling “orkers of .meriecs, until about
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RE: JOHN L. 1EIS, ET &L E Qe
9N

orervies 17 VN  2rery, 1941 when the talk at the mine

(continued) was to the effect that 2 miner could

not work ther:¢ unless he was a nember
of UM.., This was bcefore the second NLRB election which was held in Febru-
ary, 1341, I joined the MI7 a2 z2inst my will to kecp my job. I have re-
mrined o member of the UL since that time.

"T nover held an office in cry nine union. I nevar took an active
nart in the formation of the Flli. I attoended about half of the union
meetings when T was a nembor of cither union. The relations between
Elshoff and the Flii from the time I started teo work there in 1535 until
April, 1337 werc good. I do not lnow of anything Zlshoff said to indicate
that he favoroed the UiL., prior to lay, 1937. Ihoew the following men who
were workinz at Mine B pricr to Moy 1937 who wuere WIT sympathigers or
organizers: Josz «lbanesc, Dominic Pasquale, Frank Justin, John Ahanias,
John Sirtout, Emory cdacaway, Jamcs lale, indroew Schrolevious, Pete
Cartor, Toryr Plotch, Charlcs Bohannon. I heard that these men mentioned
above were contacting the miners as agigitotors for the MM, prior to the
timc Mine B closcd on strike, but they did not centact me.

"T was not at the PIL. meeting on Hay 11, 1937 v#en somnc of these UM
orgznizers werc expelled, but I heard about it the next deoy, Mar 12, 1937
at the time, by word of mouth. The PlL. Pit Commitiec went to Falcetti
and told him these men should not work as they had boen expslled from the
Pri.. Falecetti was recorted to have said that he had no authority to dis-
chargc thein as they had a right to work there under the collective bsrgain-
ing regulatiojs.

"I went into tho minc on liayr 12, 1937 and later - some coal cars came
up short. I do not know why the cars wcre shorted. Latcr, the men were
informed they should come out of the mine. I was not familiar with the
waze scale controversy. However, on May 12, 1937 sumc of the 7Tl orgon-
izers told me that the 17l did not have a contruct with Elshoff which was
retroactive., " of the Mk showed us miners a copy of the contruct
contuining the retroactive clause that had Elshoff's name onm it.

pact

"I voluntsrily sizned the T4 petition of jlay 26, 1937 to show I
was a PP, member. I also sicned anoth.r P4 petition in 1937, but I am
not sure what it was for. I voted in thc NIRB clection. No onc forccd me
to vote, and I never heard it was fraudvlent. No sirong arm tactics were
used by cither union to my knowledge. T clso voted in the NLRE eluction
on February 21, 1941, This clection was fair as far as I kmow. "¢ could
vote anyway we wanted to. However, as I nemtioned before in this statement,
the miners at Iine 8 had aiready bean signed up by UIT7 the month bofore as
they had been informed they could not hold their jobs at that mine unlese
they did. ‘hercfore the resuit of the NLRB election was knovin i-2fore the
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ote. I rumember after this election at

a meeting held by WML that organizer
ThRcoettc) got up in

the mecting and made a t.lk and said, Wsome of our merbirship do not be-
lieve in the ML.." He was refe-rring to the vote t:zken in the NIRB clection
whaon sone miners voted for PIL., and they were all supposced to nave signed
up with UL, before this c¢lcetlon.

INDRVIE. WITE
{continued)

"I think Elshoff and Fzlcetti favored the UM). Elshoff was paying
his Zease rontcal when the mine was closcd, thereforce tuking a loss, but I
don't know why he did not work the mine when he Lad plenty of PIUL men
read; to work, I prefer the FiU, unior duzs to the Lecdership of John
L. Leuis.

T -av. carcfully read and fully understend the threc and one half
pares of this statement and it contains the truthi to the best of my

knowledge M
edge.

T/ itn:sseds:




RE: JOEN L. LETIS, ET AL L c_.

r r eemed & g
during the course of this 1nterv1ew that although he was
attempting to recollect the event, lie could not recollect the chronological
order of events as they occurred at the time he was working for Mine B. In
view of this fact it is not believed that ouid make a good witness.

At the time of this interview mexecuted the following signed

statements
ngoringfield, I1linois
Sevtenber 5, 1943
ny, ke the following

voluntary statcrent to : ¥ whom have identi-
fied themselves as Speeial h-en 8 1n the Federal Pureau of Investigation,
No threats or promiscus liave been made to me to induce me to make a state-
aent. I was bhorn ir @ '

-

"I started working at liine B gboutc and I was working
there in 1932 when Frogres.ive Mine »orkers was organized. I had nothing
to do with forming P M A but joined when the rest of the niners did. As
I remenb-r, Fila got along all richt with the mana: ment of Mine B, and the
members of PMi werc satisfied with the officers of the Union.

"T do not recall anythins about any contract expiring on March 21,
1937, nor any arsument about wazes.

"T have 2 vary poor memory and I don't recall anything about any P.M.A.
memoers working for ULKLY. T remcmber  there was a lot of things going on,
hut I do not re¢eall what they were.

"On the day of the strike I was working in the Southwest nart of
Mine B. I don't renember anybody loadin, cars short that day, and I didn't
know that there was any troubl. until I cawe out of the mine at my rogular
quitting time. Then I learned that therce was some trouble, but I don't
think anyonc knew just what wes wrong, I don't reuember anything about any
men being expelled from P.M.A. I do¢ not remembor signing any petitions that
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RE: JOHN L. IE'IS, ET AL Lo

LN .

1wreRvIE: V1T I surrer, tut I could have signed one without
{continued) remeobering it. I never attended many union

meetings., I do not recall about the attempted
opening of thoe rine in Septumber, 1937 but I think I was on a picket line
a dzy or two. I de¢ not remember voting in the NIRRB election. I was
notified to roturn to work in 1929 but I was too old, my tools were buried,
and I did not return. I have not worked since,

"Th: ab-v: statement was read to me by Special A_:-,:nt- and it
is true and corrcet to the best of my memory."

/5§

Wit o oo
Tl LIl ooUl

| S . ) s.eial Apents, FBI

[
¢ Tt o - C
"Manton M. Cummins ) U, S. Dept. of Justice"
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JOH L. LB'1S, ET AL

e

was interviewad at his
Springfield,
3, by Special

i R - R s "
nnnn+11r Aﬂﬂ1 ovad at +h

il LD l‘“ Towal e A IR T
S.prmgllzeld. Ha informed ha has never ‘bmpatkl
and understance Engiish well, and has above the average miner's

intellirencs. He would make a good witness, but has little informetion
to nffers

The follawing signed statement has been exscuted by

‘ : whan I know %o be Special A.gentsof the
Bureau of Investigation. I make it without fear of threat, foroee
or promise of any kind.

=1 wag borrn irn 3
started to mine coal in &ai:..ut g
the United :'ine Viorkers of Amerioa Union.
the 1 ine “B" in Springfield, Ili,, in about From about the .
fall of 1932 until the spring of 1933, I worked at the Peabody #53
mings During this ti-e I joined the Progrecseive lMine Workers of
America Union and I quit the Ui¥. The reason I changed was because
John L. Lewis's bunch stole ballote and declared an emergency and
they said we had to go to vorks.

I firs{
en joined
sterted working in

"I took no actlve pert in the orani tion of the P;J. and
I have nover he £ 5

Lewis and his crowd.

*During the time from 1932 until May of 1937 I thought the
FiA wes an honest union. I thought the officiels were honest and I
é¢id not think there were any unususl essessments, About 1933 we-wers
arsessed 107 but this wee for other FMA men who weren't working and I
i didn't think thie wee too muche I hsd started working ct Kine “B%
T egain in the fall of 1933 and worked there until ey of 1937,

“1 romember the bombing triels along about 1935 apd I don't
think the men got a falr trial because from what I know and read
~150-
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