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scnt around 8> that the P.l... sould 1ater presont it

t» the nanizoment and show that they had a majority.
1 dontt rcenll sirning any sther petitions in“4¥is years
No onc asked me to Join =ny anion in ths sunwr of 1937.
1t this tinc I was weriine Lo another minc. '

2 aIn h: wl-ctium in beccnbur 2937 1 woted £ar Pullb. bocause 1
1ikcd th-t unim, and T thourht that the n.jrity of the nen wope in favor
Of P-”ud.

wibsut o we.k ofter lnc B opened in 1939, when I @2s vorking in
b.ck to vork in iine B

Ponther Crock ipc #2, (7. Elshoff asked 1. 0 8070
I 500n returncu 99 wrrk an idne B, out oL’ aot Join the V..l wntil the

"I joinc? the UL 7. at

E ol

this timc bseanss I wmmted 2 continue i
. workin- in idnc B an2 I £01t thnt 1 should join the 9. I can't '
recall why I £foI¥ thet 1 shwld §vin the Tulosy ~nd I en't reneber any
garticular r.~sms for oy Joininy U.lLo. In the clection of Felruary 191

voted for U.lile .
mhile I have boop workinm at dnc B, I hove never Beon any trouble

of any kind. I havc never scen any vioslencs: of any kind. '

"

n] gtate that I hove rcad this suitoment consisting nf this and E

t> the bust of ¥y k.

spno othor typowritten PACC, and I state that it is truc
knowledpe and rccollectione. . -

TitnosscB:

peein a~ents,
Spri.n:,f_.’wld, Ili.»
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INTERVIEG WITH n intsrviewsd at his residence,
E—ul—-'l-‘!‘ T11¢mals e
§ Vi dlga & ol W e B e
pecial Lgents and
appenred to be willing to cooperse alter
giv the signed stotemesnt act forth below, advisod that he would be
willing to testify to the facte in this statement. It is belioved that

thie person would make & good witness. _
. The following is tho signed statement obtained rrom-

s _3__a_1 L &5 1
springfisid, Ill.

August 25, 1943

whom I know to be Special Agents of

the Teqora; Eureau of Lmsugaﬂ on, U. 5. Dcpartmont of Justice.

"] proscntly reside a Springfield, Illinois,
and I was born inois,

"1 joinod thc United lino “Jorkers, hereinafter referred teo as
the UN,, and became & chorter member about , and 1 romoipned s member
of the UM, until September, 1932, On about eptem‘rer 6, 1932 the TW",
lnecal 240% traneferrcd to the Prnzreasive "ine Torkers, horeinafter referred
to as the P at which time I was working ct mine B noar Springfield,
Illinois. I also transferred ovor to the FMi at that timo, and I remained
a member of F¥ . end nevcr went back to the UM, I worked off and on.at
Mine B for about K

served in that union as a pi
ycara, This was about

*rhile employed under the UMY
committeeman in local 2403 for abou

*prior to Septcmber, 1932, it appoarcd that the UM and Nr. Elshoff,
Opcrator of Xina B, werc getting elong well togother bocause they had a
working sgroement, Then thc PMK, Local §4 was formed at Mine B on
Scptenber 6. 1932, 1 thought the wiowpoint held forth by the Py was correet,

and foel that the rest of the mincrs felt the same at thet ¢ime, Y ALA

not take an active part in the formation of PN in this or any other mins,
but I wont along with the group, because I felt that the group was right.
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INTERVIE. ~ITH “Regarding the reletionship betwsen Elshoff and Locel 54,
I between Septsmber, 1932 and April, 1937, everything
c went along alright to stert with, but about from 1936 oo,

Elshoff seemsd to favor the UM and wanted to deal with
thom and a0t the PMT. At this time I did pot take an activo part in union
affairs e.¢ am unaware of the methods which may have been used by Elshoff
to influeunce the men to join the UMi., I do kmow that in January, 1940, efter
the minc had re-opencd, on threc consccutive days I observod about fourteen
miners, whon 1 kmew to be membors of the P, apply for work in the mine

offices, but werc refused with the statement that thore was no work for

them, They werc at thet timc members of Local 77, PN, 1 2lso obscrved
that during thc same period, & numbcr of cthor minors werc hired by the mdne,
2ll of whom wcro mombers of the UL, _

. *:5 ¢o the rclztions botwoen P officials and PMT0 minors, I feel
the mombers werz s2tiefi:zd and felt tho union was boing run woll. There
vas no split in the P until the DET and Elshoff attempted to persuade the

Pif% minere to join thc T.l). 1 say this beczuse several mincrs, whoseo names
T dps not remember, toid me that thov were arvnroached and threatened if tgy

A WU LUV A THGUWYE p wird W sk Aaim W weany W wad W s Yewaabhe =42 Sais TR PR

did not join the UM'. This was accomphshec by bringing in men by UM who
pretendsd to be working, but in reality they spent their time contacting

the miners to get then to join the UM.. Thesc men told the minecre they had
better change their minds and join the UMi. Somc of these men had not worked
in the mine urtil the tr

le storted., Trnir names are ------m
, but I cannot recall a €
nomea. N, whose 1las re isted above worked with ths-.

following twelve mon wWho werc holding F¥. union cards, but who formed a UMV

1ocel and tried %o comnect the miners with the TAMF: Joe Albanesc, Androw

o N N - VimiT e e e ATl i T

Schrelevious, Dominic Pasquale, Pete Cartor, Frank AMy_Elotcs.
John Anenlds, John Sirtout, George Jacaway. mnory?e.cnway, Cho.rles Bohannon,
Jimes Halke .

¥.ith reference to the rolationship between Local 54 and UM, from
September 1932 to April, 1937, 1 do not recsll that UM, had a picket line
or distributod any literature, but the UM did have organitcrs in the

YMinc B who I mentioned previously in this statement., Thosc organizors worked
havder on +ha minare whp conld not mncak zood FEnglizh and it has been =y

BaARL Wik WA lkiiile W eas ¥ Y B Hme=a ==

undorstanding that some throats were used and s incrs wore beaten up as

G8 DM prossure. 1 recall that who reside of
and ia employcd by
well & WeTQ o.mong thoso baaten

“ resides at
Springficld Illinois

|
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"7 folt that tho membors of PM who wero defondants in the
bombing cascs were not rosponsible for their acts, but

1 do not know who did the bombing. The miners I spoke
with thought thesec mon were framed,

"I vas satisfisd with the financial sadministration of the Pi. 1f
there wero ary special assassmonts they were voted for by the rank and file,

*I dop't rocall what the P officisls said about the temporary
agrecment with Elshoff in April, 1937, but sincc the P., on a Nationpal
Sctle, wee smaller than the TM7, 1 know that the PMT would go along on
about thc same basis as ., aftcr th U7 made ¥mown thoir contract.

"] did not attecnd the PUX mecting held on the might of May 11,
1837. I rzcall that th- announcement for the mecoting was posted on the
bulletin board at tho mine by the chock woighmon., I kmow that the five
FAT. miners who were oxpolled from PMT during that mecting were cherged with
recruiting for the M7, I suprosc the mincrs who did not attond the

mceting were notified of the eoxpulsiom of the five minsr, by word of mouth,

*] do not know why thec coal cars were loaded short after the
abore five men were thrown out of Locel 654, PM.. I signed the PM. petition
on May 26, 1937 which was presented to Elshoff showing that the PMv had a
ma jority and should be the sole bargioning 2gent. There was mno compulsion
used to enduce mcmbers to sign this petiiion, end the petition was presented
to the miners ot the mino. I do not recall that UM7 issued a petition in
the summer of 19537. I was not esked to join UMV local 7469 on July 29,
1937, but a mincr namcd Lee D. Pumgarner who had been & member of tho Fi7,
but who lator joined with thc Twelve men whose names I havo sct forth in
the above ststcment, including Dominie Pasguele, approached ms and said,
t11'd like to sce 21l you old fellows joined up with Iy as I'm afraid you
will lose your jobs if you dontt,! He did not otherwisc throaten me. How-
over, 88 already montioned in this statement, othcr members were threatoned
and some were boaten.

*3th ref~-rence to the ettompt to open the mine on Soptomber 27,
1837, I bolicve 3 got motice of the opening by work of mouth, £As I recall,
prior to +his opcning, the PA had a meoting and docided that if the mine
oponce it would only open az & PM. mine, because the PM- had s contract
-;*.jCh the Mine B, .

"The PIL0 did not considor that tho FPederal Injunction of December
13, 1937 was just, but all the PX7 miners complied with it., The opersatives
cttempted to open Line B on Docomber 13, 1937, I did not got to work on
the first day, but wont there on Decomber 14, 1937. I heard that twolve ,
men had gono below ground the doy before., The FMT storted picketing and
I helpoed them picket a couple of days. w2 did mot import men from outside

.
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the P to help in the piocketing, although & few of the
pidkots, all members of PMY, were fram othor mines near
Springfield, Jllinois,

INTERVIC . TH
!con!inuo!l

®In the Nntional L-tor

in Rolations Roerd slection held on Deoccmber 15,
1937, there ¥ns o regular baliot cast., I believo thias was -%aken st the
Arsennl Building, 4n S»rinzficld. To my knowledse, thore appecared to be
n> froud or strong arm tactice on the part of any membor of PN, After
this cleetion, I stnyed on “PA as thc ninc was not open. I don't recall

en attegpt to re-cpen dine B on Janusry 4, 1938.

- antt o 22t e -

*At thc oponinz of the mine on Novembor 6, 1935, T understood
that the regular woge s nle would bo paid. Elghoff did not want the P/

mon on the minc propo:n- . Ho we=wted to costract with the UK at that tiwme
but could not do it t:oc..use the mngori*y of the miners were with the P,

*During the p:eriod from Novomber 6, 1938 to February 21, 1941,

when thce election m:slhgjd. rs T vas a regular member of PV, and & miner,
and did not have conmcuct with th: Opcratives of the mino, 1 ocannot say
what cvidonce thero might have boen indiceting that the Oporatives were

favoring the UMI., Tho UMW continued to try to cowert FXi miners,

*In 1940 I was o member of the FA™, and so did not sign e union
merbership car, 1 remnin & membor of the FMT, I balieve Elshoff favored

the T,
*] have carefully read and fully understant the three pages of
this statemont vhich contains the truth to The best of my knowledge.
(signed)

s F.B.I. (signed)
Spl. Agent, F.B.I."(eigned)
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RANA N inois, was interviewed on august 27, 1943
5 o somctan o (O - VR WD = + o
appearance, is sincere, anc would make & presentable witness to the facts .

within his knowledgze,. He =xecuted the following written statements

#Sprinsfield, Tlinois
August 27, 1943

. make the following voluntary atatement to’
9 and whom I know to be Special Azents of the Feder
eau of Investigat_on, U. S, Departwert of Justice.

1 joined the
22raCa wWho woll be referied to hereinafter as Uiy
when 1 was about fourteszn yea:ss old. I worked
later moved to Sorin:field, Illinois where I have
rears. i prezent residence is
Tihwss o+l I am emnloyed by

. L] was b
United ine sicrkers
about in
in the wines in

lived for the Ja.t
Corin field.

®T first siarted workin:> in Mine "B" near Sprin-field, M.
about m as a meobor of U.Z;. T 3orked in thst uine es a member of
0% until Seplember, 1732 until the rrou.ssive Mine workers of America

was formed, This iast nzmed union will be rélerred to hereinafter as the
Pl:;ll

non M. 12, 1937, the dar I recall the miners first struck at
Ming "B", I laft the mine and iever worked there after that date. I never
held any office in any union,

o » e e it rEl
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"From the time I started working in Mine "B" until September, .
1932 relations were generally pgood be:vieen UMY and Carl Blshoff, the
mine operator. : :

it 13k A
| _’e‘ie‘-‘g

"I heard thzt Eishoff had visited Ray Bdoundson's Office in
the M. buildin: in Springfield, T11, and had been seen a mumber of times
leavin_ the UMJ buildin_, I heard Oscar Falcetti made trips to Auburn,
Virden, Dawson, anmd Springfield, Iliinois to try to persuade P'a meabors
to change over to UK., These trips were made after May, 12, 1937 after Mine
SR #B" had struck, I have no personal informetion concerni'n this, but learned
- it by word of mouth; the ori in of which is not known to me,

; LK. 1
‘7&
£

"During this period I am firmly of the opinion that Elshoff
and Falcetti did pot want to do business with the officials of the Filk union,

- 265 -
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INTSRVIE. WITH > MY uas satisfied with the leadership of =y
(contimed) —— union, Local 5&; Fuh &t all times. ¥ never

kmofnﬁ&menberwhowantedwretumto
Ul while I was emploved at )ins *B%,

"I attended cbout one third of the P4 union meeti'.ngs" duri’-ﬂz
the oserioc butwece. Septemb.r, 1332 and ﬁ‘,rll' 1,37, but I wes not active
in wnion matters.

%] knew nothinz of the activities of fthe twelve miners s
were alledged to be acting as spies whil: holding Progressive Union cards
employed at Nine "BF.

WLelative Lo the vaie scale coniroversy in the Spring of 1937
the Filn officials 7 I.y, 1337 told the mine s :hat tliey were supposed %o
et buck per dating bazk to april 1, 1937 on a retroactive a reewent. This
was never peid, and . mr knowled_.e hes never been paid to this tine.

7o my knowledg:, there was rever any trouble in spril, 1937,
because of dissetisfaction over wa_es. &3 to the back pay, Blshoff stated
he never had a contract to pay tiae miner retroactive pay and refused to have
any more to do with that mattcr. I understand that there never was a
written contract concernin: the retroactivz pay feature, btut that therc was
an oral agreement on the matter with EBichoff.

_ 8] did not ettend the Pila meeting held on the mizht of May 11,
1927 at which time, I understind evidence was ;resented a ,.inst some PMA
nembers who were expelled {row Fi'a, I understood these men held cards with
the U7 as well as with the PiS. and this was why they were expclled from the
. I b.lieve the coal cars were bein, loaded short because Elshoff woull
not discharze the mincrs who had been expelled from the Fta union on the
nizht of May 13, 1337. ,

Therc was 2 lot of talk at this time, that is, at tho time
the coal cars were boing shorted, about the miners who had bee ejected
from Pin. As far as I know all the miners with whom I t-lked knew F
Moy 12, 1937 that the miners had been ejected from .Hu. 481 the
followin: uen were throun out of local 54, Plu. at the PMa meetin: on the
ni_ bt of lay 11, 1937: -

—_— JO& ALBANISE JOHN i JNLS
BTy DONTHIC FaSyULE JOEW BTRTOUY .
S FETER CARTER. _d'o'rr‘m

' FRUNL WUSTIW . . {LES BOtaNYON
TONY FLOTCE JATES WYX
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INTLRVC LY "HT- ®The miners learned of the ejection of the abow:
(conti_'.rued) men from Local 54, by word passed from one

miner to another. 1 did not kmow of any miners
who dié not feel that these men should have been thrown out of the union, and
the, felt thot these miners should not coatimue workin: at Mine ®B®, I signcd
the Pla petition of Uay 26, 1337. . ——

#Tt mas i understanding that Elshoff alva:s contended that
the UI%) had a wajority in this mine, and I sizned this petition to show 1
wWas a rrogressive menbor. I 8i_ned it voluntarily.

"I remonber thao later cn in 1527 I si:ed ancther PMA petition
but I don't recall the _haracter of it.

"] wEs p‘.rwmll,' aopra.cbed in the business section #2 Springfield
by Biil Sirtout, & muni .r of M7 and he told mc that he eould get ten dol-
lurs Irom-Rogfdiunds; -5, who was President of UM anytime he wanted it, be-
cause of thc 1"or1?T_r: donz for Ulli. Tais was on New Years Eve, December 31,
1937.

"I reczll that Eoors Jucaj;g;f come to my house two or three days baf.: .
Mine ¥"p7" attempted to ro-coen in b\.,:cmocr, 1937. H< told me thal he wanted
me L0 0 back to work when thi mine was “¢ ru-open and named thc date it was
to re-open. Howcver, he told me that if L did not chang: ovir to UILT thera
would be no necd for me to come to the mine at all.

*] hav. always been satisfied with the menner in which the :la local
54 has becn managed by its officials and at no time havc I been desirous
of returning to work under U},

%] have read and initialed each pe_c of this stetenent comsisting of
two and onc half pazes and it is wruc and correct to the best of my knowledge,=~

o/ N
wIitnaassy

R <-io it F. 5. I,
. _ . = L= = = =
S Sccicl ¢nt Fe B. L]




1943 by Spc.ci'zl Agents
arcd sincere, coopcrative, and advised thav no

18
H: st.42d he viould not care o -W

ne pre-ent oificials of that union,

e g
d’

no foll.iing voluntary stotoment o
¥am T 'mo7 to be Special Apgonts of the
. S. Depactmert of Justice.

"I joxned the United

—— .._.I T

o
A ————— R ——
e

9T first vork.d under the Ul

in the State o

s minc was opcrate
der the U‘I .

ny rcco.

— “Later 1 worked at

#Y worked at the C.O.F. co2l minc at - Ti1linois until
By wdcr the DL, _
"I went to - Illinois and worked there under the Ui, from

svous (I

R
“cst Mne.

. w15out W T st-rtcd vorking under the Uif7 at line “B" near
' Springfield, Illinois. I lost worked at pino "B on lay 12, 1937,

n only wnion offieoc I hove cvor held was on b t Cormittec
at 2 minc at I1l4nois sometinc from

—268-

tg_ T1linois ~nd worked under 47 at the

-
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INTTRVIF. "TTH 91 romeaber that somctime from
sur nincrs vho wers

continue :
' an RTisE o .

of Carl Flshoff. Thes: od unimn nc"zbcrs, uho had thc :I.ntercst
of the aiqers ot hoart, -

" John %anf.cr durin~ that period froo 1929 to 1932 was the
St-tc Prosident of the UL, Talker did not scom to fight agzinst the
discharpge of the U7 m.mbers. I think thesc nmen night have objected o

thc woy Elshoff ~eted on the contraet h-d between hinmsclf and the UM at
th~t tinc, A ‘rere of fi2irls of the UIlT at this time. I
thinl: th-t Elsh2ff d.mn~ 1his neriuvd worlid hove acted beyond the contract
in his omn intcr-st" ¢wing this period <7 he h.d gotten the chance to

do so. It so.ms to o tvhat eohn H. walkor might have boen afraid of Elshoff
for son. r.ason durinsg this pcriod.

NI romenber one incidont prior to 1932 when Elshoff :md Falcotti
vonted the men o tolke o hal7-hour lunch period dnstcad af 15 minutes which
wiould mike the nmen work until 4:40 Tl and not 4:15 Fi. Llshoff vmld
h-ve bencfited a fom minutis on cash conpiny man by this arrangemunt. The
company nen all belonzed to UMY, Ilanoff did not pet his way and the men
did not h-vec to work thc extrn time.

"In 1952 John H. Talker ws stran: for a rcduction in the w.ge
scile contract with Ui and the operators.

nThe St-to officizls of UITT held the first votc on the reduction
at avery loeal office. It 2apc:red that tho acjority voted <gainst it,
Thon —nother wotc s taken and it went stronger agzhinst the reduetion
than the first votc. John H. Unlker know he could not hondle the situation
and it rust have boen inportant that thore should be a2 reduction in the
wage seale for Wrlker sas then backed by John L, lewis vho claimed the sccond
voting ballots wurc stolen ond pushed through the reduction, It looked
tu me like the ballots werc stolcn by luwis's ovm men.

""hen the Progressive line Torkors of Anerica was formed in
Septomber, 1932 which will be refurred to hercinafter as P 1 went along
with thc others and joined. I was in fovor of the Now Progrcssive NovQ~
ment, T beliswe thot the officials of the UMT night have conferred with
the @1linois Coal Operator issn, on tho matter of reduction of the wage
sedlc an that tho WI7 of ficiils might have been gettine financial assis-
tanee for =mttins this lower wege scnlc into cffcet, For this rozson nnd
tho ruason that I belisved the ballosts were atolcn by the UH/ theaselves,
I am g1-4 to join thc Fif.

~ 269 -
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INTERVIE = ITH "I rot 2lonp well with the Pl officials and as far as
I know the othcr EL nmembors folt the saoc wiy. I heard

; . - T nb: o ol o]
!continueg! ny storizs of chisling »n the part of Pii officials,

3
,gs Uil7 did not picket the ifine "B
0

¥ knmilodre, nor was any literature

&4 .'l.-...'l - e D"‘-
VLVLTICCS 2 ICTY &L
el

032 to ‘Lprll 193

- +
LU w

I o
ot any tiw -r
distribut.d oy 007 men.

t

"On - 11, 1937 ther: wms & Szceizl aceting called by the Puld.
I believe 1 nttended this neeting. I do ruecll the twelve nen who held
Fil. eards, but wh» 2-~it-~tzd for the UL, T bolicve the f£511owing minzrs
verc the five whoy wore taromn uib of the rfi4 at this mecting on lhy 11,

1943

'JHF 1Tn LA Al "E
DOLONIG P.SJULLE
rf:;ﬁﬁid-n.

"Pron ny own knowledse, I can not say that any of the twelve
nincrs accused of ar-it-~tin- Jor Ui actunlly did do so. ,

nI heard that W7 o sney nas paid to some of the twelve niners
who were alleged 4o be ~rzit-ting for the U prior 2 Wy, 3337«

"I knx: nothing about the relations betwoen the ULl and the
opcrators prior ¢» 1937.

*I wnderstood fronm Pill officinls that 4f the contract was signed
by Elshzff and Fis officials the miners whuld rct the back pay to April ],

1937.

#1 hoard Pete Cartcr say one morning during this poriod, in the
Sprins of 1937, vhei e were wondoring 4f we were poing to pet our back
P2¥, that we had no contraet with Elshoff and what was the usc of working
without a eantract. He sald the miners ought not go down ints the nin
sad work bognhusr thare v nn eantrack.

"I knew sy of the coal ears werce shorted on lbhy 12, 1937, but
I dn't knovu why.

nl believe I sipncd the Pl petition of ﬂay 26, 1937, 1 believe
Ray Edrmndaon clained the U7 had thoe majority and Flii wanted t» show that
Edmnundson was wrong. 1 sipgned this potition near the picket linc at the

nines.
*I sipnad the potition of lby 26, 1937 voluntorily. I have

|
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1937, Uy doctor told mo not

Tinally ro-spenod.

%Under the present set-up I would mot want t- work under the
nst trust U7 officicls. It is not a donmocratic orpamizatim

John L. lowis or any sther man holds such emtrol.

"I h-ve reat this stitcmont ¢ omsisting of threc and m> half
pams and have initiaic the pages and it is true and eorrsct to the best

of my knwiledrs and holisf.

§itness:

ccr2l soent, FOE.T.
!puc!a! n.:un! !B. 1.n

-o'n -

e s ——— g —— o e e e S v e B

_ ®In s e ronner I hond thwt% a mincr 2t i3ne
nBY had ooen botten up by * in 1939, Zr i4nc "B" was

w
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Re: JOHN L, LEVIS, ET AL

e

. T — _mP This individual is OPM
ol T\ origin and has been naturalited. is unable to read the English 1

and had iittle understanding concerning the matter under inquiry, but wes
\f cooperative. Hs executed the following written statement which was read to

- N e

o o=
3 —
ugus .1943.

"I, nake the foll-wing voluntary statoment to
an whom I know to be Special Agents of the
gcoral puresau of Inves<igation, Us S. Department of Justice.

"~ . s S —

"1 reside Illinois, I was bors
on I became a Neturalised citizen of
the Unite n SEDLOMDEr a I arrived in the United States in

“The first mining union I joined wns thc United Mine Torkers of

hAmerice, horeinafter referred to os tho Ui, et m Illinois about

I worked there under tho UL until aApril, « JThis was in Poabody
Mine 52, I was not working from 1932 to 1535, 1In April, 1932 thie Poabody
mine elosed due to lack of a contract. Altuough I was mot employod in
September, 1932, 1 joined the P;ogw which will be
reforrcd to hereinafter as the P, atm Illinois, and I joined this
union voluntarily as the loccl I had b g under all joined the FMA.

®From April, 1832 wmtil 1935, month not recnlled, I was not employed
in coal minos. About August 1935 I went to work in Mine B as a menmber of
Fi'a. I never hell any office in either FlA or UMA, P took no active part
in the formition of the PMi., I went to very few PMA union meetings as they
were hold in Sprinzfield and it was not convenioent for me to do sc. I jJust
went to work and minded my business, and I know nothing sbout the relations
between Elshoff and Loeal B4 of FUA from August 1935 until ¥ay 12, 1937,

when the mine closed., I never went back to ¥ine B after that date,

*] hoard that the UMY had organizers in Mine B to get some of the
niners to join the M7, but I do not know who they were and they nover
o ntactod me. I hoard that some of thcose men were expellsd but I did not
go to the meeting and know nothing about it.

*From Moy, 1937 until Ootober 14, 1839 I was unemployed for FA, ’
and on October 14, 1939 I got 2 job at th hne no I1linois
25 A momber of the PMA, 1 heve worked thére ¢ver sinee,

-

INTERVIZ, WITH m Illinois, was jointly interviewsd
WS -t his homo on 0, 1943 by Special Agents - B



Re: JOHN L. LESIS, ET AL

-147;?c:, ' L?,?J:) !3‘55555()

b ~ "JITH ™I did not picket &t Mino B and never went back after
Yay 12, 1937. I remenber signing the FMA petitior on
cortinue ] May 26, 1837 to show that 1 was a mesber of FMA, T am

not sure where I was when 1 signed this petition. I did
n-t get in the union trouble. I liked the UM but did not l1ike to take the
redustion in the wage scale in 1532, 1 am satisfied with the PMi, I think
it is a good union and since I am a member of this union I would not ocare to
change the union at all, or to join any other umion.

*This statement cbns%sting of ons and one-half pages has been read

to me by since I do not reed much English. I fully
underston ¢ contonts 15 statement, and it is true to ®he best of my
knowledge.

" itnessed:

(siznod)
(signed)
Speoinl Azent FBI
{signed)
Spocial 4pent, F.B.I."

- 273 =
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‘Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL b ¢
| CbIo

Illinois, was jointly inter-

INTERVIES “ITE

* red a s hone on Aupust 30, 1943 by Special Agents
T G

is ofF ! § bocen naturiiized. He is wnable to read the

Enplish l-nguage and h.s little understanding concerning the matter under

inquiry, but was coopcrative.

Ho exccuted the folloving written statement which was read te
H Nlinois
ugus y 1943
nY make the following voluntary statement to
and vhom I dmow to be Special Agents of
¢ Federa gau of Inv.ctigotion, U. S. Department of Justice.

#1 1mas born and arrived
in the United States in

. I w:-s naturalized at S rggfield, Illinois
R -

in- I presently live on
under the United Mine

W] first started ssorking in a minc in
’A/‘-;’quers of America, that will be referrcd to hereinafter as Ui, at the
C

:abody idinc ic-zr Dawson, Illinois. I startcd working in Mine "B" on

®linc "B" was opcrating under the PN and so 1 joincd that-
wion. Tho full namc of this wnion is Proprcssive Mine Vorksrs of Amarica,

hin by

and it will be referrcd to hercinaftor as PHA. I left the Peabody Mine
beeause it closed dowm in April 1932,

“From 1932 to 1936 I was uncmploy.d. Howover_ during two
wintcrs betioen 1932 to 1936 I worked at the Jeffcrson Wine at Springfinld
Illinocis.

"Y hnve nover held an offioce in a Mine union. I have never
attended any union mectings,

"Thoe last doy I cver vorkced at iing " a0 was on May 12, 1937.

vl startcd back to work at thc Panther Crcck mine in October,
1937. :

T I yas satisficd vorking under M. No onc ever told me to
2 stay with the PUA or to join the Uil/. I know nothing about the twelve
i , minors who werc supposed to b aggitating for UILT. T know nothing about

- 274 -
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Re: JOHN L. 1E7IS, ET il . o |

bLIC %)

H!’I’iHVIL:".' " ITH sape scale roduction problums and wanted only to be
paid for my work. I saw no troublc of any kind in

lcon%inuags Hinc "3 and paid no attention to troubles between
tho unions or betweon the operators and the vnions,

"I wont out to line "B" geveral times after it had closed with
anothur man vho I rode to work with, tut the othor miners did not go
dovn into ths minc, so I didn't.

nI nover helped picket at 4ine B. I have worked under the
T and also the Pill. I now work under tho P, T ke tho PHA, but I
will work under cither union. It mhkes rno difference vwhich ons.

"I know norh_.n + avout unions or how thoy are run. I only
want to work and cirm a _rnng.

."3‘.& m——\ B e i

"This st tzment consisting of onc and thalf hzs becn rend
and I fully understaont it. It is

to mc by
true to tAZ b iy owledgs.

nitness:

gpccial Ageng F.B.I.n
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET 4AL.

Lo Lo

pis, was m!ervierwe! ! !pec!a! gem
A and on Auguut 31. »

W\ at pring d, Illincis, where

¢ he employe _ 18]l was cooporative, but he
rnakes a pem appearance, docs not appeer to be positive of his statements,
end gives the impression of having a faulty memcry.

Following is a signed statemsnt obtained from—

'Springfield, Illinois
August 31, 1943

b ! meke the following voluntary statement
to n whor I know to be Special Lgents of
the Federa uresu of Investigstion, U.S. Department of Justice.

*] wes bomm I am regis-
tered with Seclectivc fervice Beard No. 2 ringfie oig, and I am

presently employed at Springfielad,
Illincis, as a laborer 1
presently reside cn

"The first mining job I ever had was with the Coal Com-
pany at SR I1lincis. I worked there I‘rom-to arch, -
"I began working at Mine "B¥ near Springfield, Illinois in March

and worked there until in closed in May, 1937, when the mine reopened
n November, 1939 I started working in Mine "B"™ and continued working there

\ . INTERVIE WIT

1

Y A

until
\ 'At“ Iliinois I wcrked under the United Mine Sorkers of
bmerica which wi e referred to hereinafter as the TMi&. From March,

until September, 1932, I werked et Mine "B"™ under the Ww. 1 worked under
the Progressive Mine Torkers of ILmerice which will be referred to herein-
after as P4 from September, 1932, until one or two weeks before the socond
NLRB election of February 21, 1941, with the execption of the time when the
mine wes closed down which was May, 1937 tco November, 1939. About February,
of 1941, I signed s TV card because I was foroed to, and not because I
wanted to do so, : '

i ®I have ncver held an office in any union.
*] wanted the PMA to be formed in September, 1932, beocause the

UM. was always taking cut too much money from our wages: 1 felt this was
unnecessary and I felt tho Wi officials were getting rioch on the rank and

- 276 -
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Re: JOHN L. LE.IS, ET AL. Z -

-

1A ™
v

INTEHViE. '..Iii file miner under the WV, ’
“Before SBeptember, 1932, we always secmed to gst along

feontinued}

wi
woll with Elshoff end Faloetti. During this period

Bine "BY closod down for sbout four months due to lack of coal orders.

%7 was srtisfied with the wey the PMA was run, end I think the
leaders of the P4 treated the miners fairly. I aid pot 1ike the special
assessment taken from my wages the first year. I worked under the FAL, dut
the PM4 was newly organized and needed the monsy obtasined by the special
essessments so it was alright with me. I attended scme PMA meotings, but 1

never had much to say eb~ut either union &nd tcok no active part in forming
union pdicies,

*There were o-cut twelve men in IHine TB" who worked there from
1932 who were UL, orgnnizers although they held Flh cards, These men wers
as followsy

JOE aLB/lESe— J

LFDRE.. SCHRELEVIQUS _LEE BULGARNER {"Cudge")
DAINIC PASULJ..E _GEORGE JLCk. . .AY

PETE CaRTER ELORY JiChkY

_FRoNE LUSTIN CHLRLES BOBANNQE

"TONY PLOTCH JaBS HALE

¥, number of times I sew Emory Jacaway, Charles Bohannon, and
Tomy Plotch in Elshcff’s office before the men went to work in the morning.
These men and the other nine mentioned ebove al) appeared to be very friendly
with Elsheff, It locked like these twelve men were much more friendly with
Elshoff then the other mipors. This was before the mine shut down io 1937
and also after ths mine opened in Novermber, 1938.

*I do not remember much about the wage scale trcuble, but I
remember that after the mine had opened in 1939 that there was a lot of talk
in the wash room that thoe LA men would get the back pay, but the Pro-
gressive members would not,

"I was not at the FA meeting on the night of iay 11, 1937, but I
heard abcut the meeting. I do nmot remember much abcut the results of this -
mesting, but I heard abcut the five men who were thrown out of the FAA for

being BT organizers, On the next day the coal cars came up shorted., They
we re ‘hnlnr gshorted by R, I dcn't mow why 'Hnnv ware shortsd.

mLihSe W we

"The strike started because Elshoff would not sign a contract
with Plii and becausc Elshoff wouldn't fire the five men who were thrown cut
of the PuMA.
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Re: JOHN L. LENIS, ET AL.

b7c. D

INTERVIE. WITH "I signed the PMA petiti.on of May 26, 1937, because

I wanted to show that I was a FAd member. I signed

Continuc it near Xine "B" while I was on the PMi picket line.
wane == ¥ J

"on September 27, 1937, when the mine tried to re-open only a
few men sttempted to go to work. The FAli mea did not try to stop these
few men frow. wcrking, but no one elsc would work. I remember thet the men
who went to work on this morning were the mep whose nemes I mentioned above
this statement who were Ukiw crganizers, but —was not
there.

%I believe I signed ome or two other FMA petitioms in 1837, but
I don't remember what tiicy werc sbout.

"] can't romembar if I went to the mine when it tried to open
in December, 1937 and Jenuaary, 1938.

"] wernt back *o work when the mine re-opened on November 6, 183%.
I understoocd we would get our back wages. “then I went back to work in
November, 1039, I worked im
of the mine. It looked like part of the mine had been clcared up a )
50 the men could work. I think one shift could have cleared it up. Ths
gir was bad.

"Before I left the Mine in kimy, 1937, I worked in H
hen I went back to work in November, 1939, I could not get in

because there wes o ccve in there. All my tools were buried,

"It looked like Elshoff never tried to fix the cave-in on the
because the day I went back to work they were pulling the
trock out cf the and they would not have done this if they
had intended to fix the cave-in and clear the JENJ It didn't look
like much work had been done to put the mine in working condition at the
time I went back to werk,

. hen I returned to work in November, 1939, I worked as a momber
of the FiL union.

"one or two woeks before the second N.L.R.B. election held in
February, 1941 I changed over to United Xine workers union. Charles
Bohannon and rhzane to my house tweice welce just
YeoTore the seco eLuReDa ect on end askod me to sign up with UkW. The
first time I didn't sign. The second time they told me I was one of the

. last to sign with WG and I signed. They did npt throaten me or give me

money, but I had secn Bohannon and Sirtout ‘boht ‘up & PMA miner just outside
the wash hcuse at the mine sbout a week before because he would not sign
with Wi,
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Ros JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL b?c

- b

"I Aid not want this to happen to me, so I signed up with WiW.

"I have earefully read this statemeni gonsisting of three and
one-half pages and it is true and correct to the best of my knowledge and

belief.
(a)

witnessed:

Bpecicl agent, FBI.
Special Agent, FBIl.

- 279 -

INTERVIE, & ®] yrow this other miner did not want to sign, but
I 4i4n’t hear any conversation between him and
{continued ‘-'____B_ol_agpgp and Bi{rtoyt before he was beaton,

.
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Re: JOHN L. LE™IS, ET AL

bL7¢. blp. .

INTFRVITY

B £101d
S

crviewed at

- Springfisld, J1linois, on So teger !,
and 'lIl'll!l!’lll‘!!llllil!!has
. cocp‘rattvc, had g fair understanding of the union icultices a ne “B"

tand he exccuted the followzag written statement, which he signed:

NS “Springfield, Illinois.
'; ' September 1, 1943

A "1 make the following voluntary statement to
i an , vhom 1 know to be Spscial Agents of
the roderal Bureau of Iavestigation, U. S. Department of Justice.

, and reside part &€ the time’

I am prescntly employed

, at Springfield.
> ynited States in

"1 reside at

i wai corn on
T Ap-;w—, ~a g
? 4 WL AVCU U.I.UJ.
who was noturalized

"] started working in Minc B noar Springfield, Illinois in
and worked therc until about and then loft that ¥ine for about a year,
I rcturncd to work in minc B sometime in From that time 1 worked
at Vine B.continuously until ¥ey 12, 1937 when it shut down. I did not
go out thcre again to try to go to work until after it ro-opened in .
Fovcmbcrl 1929, From Novomber, 1339 1 worked there continuously until

throuneh mv £

-
LniE Wil Ve S W

et § 1ngfie1d Illinois in

"I first joined a mine union at ¥inc B in This was the
Unitcd iinc “.orkeore of Amcrica, rcferrod to hereinaiter as WAL, I romained
e m.mber of the UMY until Scptember, 1932 at which timc Mino B signed & con-
tract with the Progressize 3ing Larkors of Amorica, rz=fcrrod to hereinaftoer
as thc Pdi, I remained a member of the PMA until after the second NLRP
election in February, 1941 at which time tho UMW won the right to be the
sole barzoining agent at Uine B. 1 joincd the UMYV and romained a member

untll— At tho present time I am not & member of eny mining
union,

"] never held an office in any mine union. Prior to 1932 Elshoff
got along alright with thc UM% at mine B. -The miners did not like it wvhen
it was reported that the ballot boxes had boen stolen in the UMY vote takon
in 1932, and it was belioved that the miners had voted sgainst the reduction
in wagcs, and for that riason, the ballot box was probably tsken by o membor
of UNV. Tho miners then started orgonizing the FMA. I voluntarily joined
the PMA in September 1932, and felt that it was well opsrated. I did not ha~.
any fault to find with the way FMA wes run. '

-
b

14
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Re: JOEN L. LE#IS, ET AL

b 7. l71)l)

"From September, 1932 until about three months befare the
mine closed on May 12, 1937, Elshoff seemed to got along
alright with the Fli. I never heard Elahoff or Falcetti
make any statemont as to which union they preferred.

However; about three monthc before the mine closed in 1937 therc were about

welve men In the mine cggi*atigﬁ for UMN. These men werc the following:

John Ananius, cames Inle, Goorge Jacaway, Emory Jacaway, Frank Austin

Charles Boha:mon, Dominic Fasquale, Peter Carter,; Tony Plotch Andrew

bchrelev1ous.

INTCRVIS: WITH

icontinued

"These above mentioned men were members of PMA, but aggitatl
to get the men to join TN, I heard Elshoff did not favor PMA as thal unlon
enforccd the reguletion: stricter thap the UMi. It seems the PMA had more
committce meetings with £ishoff than the UMW had and Elshoff became
dissatisfied with FifA. Thesc UMW organiszers talked to the men in the mine
prior to ifay, 1837 to got them to join Uii. Charloes Bohamnnon and*
talked to me in the minc about signing up with the UMA. Eohanmon szai
a friecndly way, 'you bctter sign up before itts too late!. I nover thought
this was & thrcat. I hcard the men, whose nemcs are given above as being
former UY: organiters, had talked other miners about changing from FMA
to D7, but I never overhcard any of these conversations.

"] only attendcd about % of the FMA union meetingz. I attended
thc spccinl FléA moeting at tho PMA hall on 6th St., Springfiled. I learmned
of the meeting from 2 notice et the mine. At thie mcoting, &bout five of

verc discharged. There worc obout 125 mon at this meeting. I believe

thc other miners hcard about it tho next day. On May, 12, 1937 onc of the
PNA T4t Cormithec mon told me to make my coal cars short, and I loaded mine
a 1little under avorage. I don't know why the FXA ~wanted them loaded short.
I holped PMA picket for ebout three wecks in the fzll of 1937, After that,

I never did go back until it re-opencd in ¥ovember, 1939,

"I do not romember signing any kind of 2 potition for eithor union
in 1937, “hen the mine rc-opencd on an opcn shop basis rolations ot the
mino were rather quiet. Later, tho men would be contacted personolly by
UM, membors and I would hear that a miner haed signod up with UMA. In the
letter part of 1940 and carly part of 1541, the UMY organizers worked hard
organizing and sct a dead line of January 16, 1941 to sign up by thon or
you would not get to work unloss the miner paid a foe to Join again,

"In Januiry, 1541, the 'Pace Boas' at kine B named m
. (phonotic fromﬁ Illinois, who wzs a UMW member, told me In tho m
: it vould beo botlor To sign up with UMT as it would be a lot of trouble later

o and maybe I couldn't join up later, A few days bofore, o big organizer of
UM who came in from southorn Illinois seid it would be best to sign up as

~ 281 =

the aggitators were accused of organizing for UMW, but I don't rocall if they
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Re: JOEN L, IERIS, ET AL

INTERVIL‘W TITE  most of the men were doing that.
I signed up because I was afraid I might not have & Job

cr have to pay $10,00 to join the UMV later if they would
T folt Tlshoff and Falcetti favored tha W,

but I did not hsar or learr indirectly why they favored M,
election i Fobruary. in 1941 was fair, beoaise the UM had .ﬁlroa,dy signed

J
=

teke mo.

" Just before January 16, 1941 & number of men wero beaten up at the

£11 theee men thet ware beaten up were PMA members.
who had just been beaten

He loft ¥ine B end

m'!ﬁn

iy 4oy ) —— waisl=w AT

these beatings, but 1 saw £ man nameg

in the Wesh House, I sow him bloedi
1 hcard that four men werc beaten that morning.

. ® tho UMW did most of this beating.

never came back,
and

i

5 (’:}Cﬂ

abcut the heed.

—f’c—b—!"l hzard 3% IToC -ne othor men.

"I have carcfu’ly recd and fully understeond the two and & half
f this statem.nt end it contains the truth to the beat of my

" itnessed:

S i

Speciel Agent F.B.I.

U o)
n

Spccial Agent, F.B.I.

- 262 ~
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Bc did not threaten ms.

) VPR WY

{signed

AT —

the minors with tho UMy and they knew by thea that they held a majcrit}'.
The FlA did not try to influence the miners at this eleotion.

1 did not meo

NP Y

I did not see
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Re: JOHN L, LEWIS, ET AL.

Loe bip
oo N Y i,
( T inoid; was jointly interviewed at his residence onm

¥
] &°  August 28, 1943 by Special Agents and — From
g his appwararnze and alertners he wo max. & presentable witness and he

T appeared cooperative, however his knowledge concerning the case was limited.
He executed the following signed statemens:

nSpringfield, Illinois
august 28, 1943
"I, make the folloving voluntary statement to
and whom J know to be .
Sp.cial are.us of the Feaer weay of Investigation, o
U. S. Deparuuent of Justice,

1 rceside at

and I am presently employe
Illinois.
inois, on

®I joincd the United Mine Workcrs of america, herein-

after referrcd to as UMI, about at Pleasant Plain ,
T1linois, I worked in mincs ncar this place. I have —
never held an office in the UM7. I moved to Springfield,
IWlinois in and have lived in Springficld ever since.
I remained a member of UMY wntil September, 1932. At this
time I was working at Mine B. I started working at Mine B
about Wl and worked wmtil Mzy, 1937 when it was shut down
because of the strike which started on May 12, 1937,

wijhen Elshoff first came to the mine I thought he was
a fine man, but later on, prior to 1932, he seemed to change.
He was not as friendly as he had been and d4id not seem to get

alorg with the men. The men were dissatisfied. The exact
reas j issatisfaction was not known to me,

. "On September 6, 1932 I joined the Progressive Miners of
America, hereinafter referred to as PMa. The men in
wanted the new union, It made no difference to me which union
1 worked for. The men scemed to be disgusted with Jolm L. Lewis,

- -285-
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Re: JOMN L. LEWIS, ET iL.

D‘IiiVIE;J WITH
___"Frop May, 1937 uetil September 77, 1937 I *
¢id not follow whe difficultie: at the mine as ] was JeC up
Wit

¢ mininy sitaatiorn,”

bDc.  bID

I attended very few of the union meeting

"On September 27, 1937 I heard that Mine B. was going to re-
open, I do not recall who told me this. I went out to the minc about
6:00 n¥ on this date. I wanted to start to work, There were some 15 to
20 men around the mine property. I tallied to a miner whose swname was

who I later hcard is an crganizer for UMJ. He said the mine
vas not going to re-oye. I said 'I'm guivting for good'. I left the
mine and never wont baczlk to work therc never did solicit me
to Jjoin UMY and at tha: cime I did pot know he in favor of UMW, as he
was working on a PM. card.

"] did not follow the mine trouble as I never intended to go
back to the mine. It appeared the Elshoff was not in favor of the PMi.
The rcason for this is not known to me.

"] was always satisfied with the management of PM\ and I
feel the majority of the men were satisfied,
Falcetti came up to me and said the mine was s

of the management ever talked to me about union troubles as they knew I
did not take sides in the union matters.

"] have carefully rcad and fully understand the one and one-
half pages of this statcment which contains the truth to the bost of

my knowledge. / i

fritnessed:
/s

/5

cial ent +«B.1.

Speeial :;gent, F.B.I.%
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. LiniIs, ET iL,
Rt JOHN L. L&Is b 7(.‘/ \o ,l D

pmveon
— Tilinols, was interviewed at his Lome
at which time he executed a signed sthatement
" and is & naturalized United States citizen, but ,
nas 21:: enlty in speaking English, He is working at )ine %B" H

It is not blieved he will make a good witness. He was cooperative
curirg the interview but professed cormplete ignorance on wany grestions, [l
has no koown criminal recorl The follming is the signed statenent ob-

tained fiero

Springfield,
Special Agents

“Spriugfield, I11
August 31, 1943.7

Soringfield. I11,, make

"I,
the follomqp volwtery statement b
Ew o T kov ere S’eciul Agarts .
ves :Lg"tlrm Mo threaus or pron ees >r any kind have been made
to get me t make 2 =uaterment and - wo se kacwing it can be used
in a court of law.

"T yas born I came to U. 8. in -
and became a natigrarized citizen 3

"I joined Ud, in{fmen I went to work at Peabody #6 mine.
I have not held any o.iice in any union,

"] was workirg at Pezbody when it closed in 1932 and in the
fall of 1932 I begzanr working at !are “3" at which time I joined
P~ because Kine "B" was runmrg under Y, and i wanted to work,,

"] had no ¢ifficulty with PIi and T did not see or know of

any attenpts by UM: to conve L rembers to UM/ prior to the
strike in 1937. and did not see or know
any 'spies! were wWorkKl ane aithoug eard from somhe

of the uther top men that there were some around but « did not see
them nor did they approach me in any manner.

"On gy 12, 1937 1 saw some cars coming out of the mine with
only a few hundred pounds in them and that afternoon the men all
czme out on strike. This was the first I had known of a strike,
I did not attend any meeting the night before the strike.

"I don't recall signing any petitions in the summer of 1937,
I saw in the paper in august 1937 that Elshoff had signed a con-
tract with Ul and so when it was anno mced that the line #p"
Vol would open in Sept. 1937, I vent out to work but instead we began
B picketing. I picketed at mine "B" off an_ on for a month or so,
I vas not present vhen tue injunction was served on the pickets,

- 285 =

i

e it - i~y 3 e



i

€ e

Re; JOMN L. LEJIS, ET AL.

b Ve LD

TSRV WITH All during the picketing no one was brought in to
picket and all were line "B" workers. Sometime in
ontinue the early part of December 1937 I went to work at

Panther Creek 0ld T.est Mine and stayed there until Mire "3" opened up
again in 1939 except that I was transferrcd to New North Mine.

"I voted in the ¥.L.R.B. election in 1937 vhile ] was employed
at JUld West (fine and I think it was a fair election, ,

#In Nov. 1939, I received a letter stating l&ne "B" would re-
_open and due to a court ruling menbsrs of each wnien (PHA £ UMY)
begar. working »t :Hre "2", I was working at liew liorth liine at this

tire and becawse I 1il-d the men on top ab liine "B" better than New Horth,

I went back to iine "“@a".

"T voted 1r. the I1.L.R.3. election in Feb, 1941. It was a fair
election as far as T xwvow, 4t this time I was not a member of any
wnion as I had quit paying cdues to Flla 5 or 6 months before, as soon
as the election returns shoved YU had won I joinegd UM7 to hold my job.

¥l am now wvorki g at Line %8" and am = member of U,H.». I think

>

there is very little difference in Pii or UlL7 and would join either de-
pendirg on vhich one had bargaining rights & contract with the coal

company.
"] have had this three page statement read to me by—

and it is true and correct.

n.itnessed:

/s/ Special agent, F.B.I.
/s/ Sp. agt. ¥BI.M
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JOHN L. LBVIS, ET AL

boe. b9D

was interviewed et hies home

: IITPE"LVE; WITH
. j)— Springfield, Illinois on August 28, l1u4d
rliz y Special Agemts mnn
% hae a difficult time undsrstanding and spe g Boglish and wo

2 meks & vory unsatisfactory witness. steted he did ot have a
& oriminal r-cord.

V' . | - '
. The following is & signed steatemont exoouted 'by_

®Springfield, I1l.

August 28, 1845.

II'
following voluriary sig emia
whom I lnow to ce Spocisl Agenis of reu tivreau of Investigation,

no force, threete or pruilses have been made in obtaining this statement
end I know that whet I ray say mey be used in & court of law.

e Y oot o e U.S.

from I am & citizen of ths U.oe 1 was naturalired im
- I em et the preeent employed &t Mine *B¥,
pringfield, Ill. as & miner.

in I11,

®T have never held an offioce ir any unien.

®] gm unable to make & statement &as to the relantions between
U.1.W. and Elshoff st Iiline B prior to Sept. 1832.

®In 1932 I was employed st Panther Creek Coml Hine, Spring-

X T g -
fe1d, Ill.. In Sept. 1832 1 joined PMA besause most of the miners wanted
o¢

hange frac UW to PUA. I do not know the reason far the change fram
UW to PiA. I took no sctive part in ths pramotion of Flid.

*I was employed et Mine “B* as 2 miner in the middle part of
1935. Between 1935 and  ay 12, 1937 there were no strikes ar olose-
downe et lfine BE®. The mansgement of mine be seemed to be in favor of
F.A between 1935 and jay 12, 1937 and did not have a hostile attitude in

settling grievances.

®*] wee in favor of FiA and thought it waes a good union. 8o
. far as I know Fi’A was not operated ez a racket. F. A did not make any
- unusual special mssessments, L took no interest in union effeirs, I
- took no interest in the bombing cases and I am unable to nake & sfatement
as to the attitude of PlA members toward the convietion of FIA membere in

the ocages.

e
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JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL é7
c

b1D

INTERVIFT WITH "Batween 1935 and Imy 12, 1937, MF did not set wp

a picket line and UIN did not distribute any literstures
continue at Mine ®p%.-

e —————————

®I know nothing e’out axy ellegadl TUIF spies at Mine B.

%I do no’ tnow if there was axy reiationship between TN
of fioials and the mazagoment of Mine “B* butween 1935 and lay 12, 1837,

®] do not know if there was & Wage moale oontroversy in the
Spring of 1937.

®1 do not kror If thsre o £ YA meoting on tho right of
Yey 11, 1837. T sarav. cowdewif I ruceivr i moti:s of a meeting on that
night or not.

“On the morwiag of .ay 12, 1937 I wae told by & member of the

F. A pit camittee to Joal the cosl ears short. I do not know why.
Later thet day I wut ¢:ld by sceone the Line "B" was closed. I do not

knos why the mine closed and I did not arsk any questions. Cocal oars
were loaded short on the morning of hy 12, 1937 end I loaded ocoal cars
ghort that dey, but I do not know why and I do not know if there wae a
groving sentiment to etrike thot day.

*1 signed a Pif petition of liby 26, 1937. Thig.petition was
'brought to my home for ny signature by a repraaentntive » I think
the petition was to show that I was far Fii4, but I do not rember m

deteils, The roprossntative of FlA did not threaten me 17T aid not
sign the petition.

%] did not eign eny other petition in the Surmer of 1837.

*] ¢id not know of the formotion of now UIN local 7469 July 29,
1837. :

®] think I acttended some FIA meetings in the Surmer of 1937, but
I 4o not know of any viclenoce or stntments by the oonagement of Hne
®B* Jurirg thot period of time. . ‘

%] saw in the newspoper in Sept. 1937 that Mine "B* wes to hawe
opaenod. I went to !ine ®B™ to work, but no one went into tho mins, 1
do not kncw why they did not go to work. I aoted as & picket fron time
to time for ebout two onths subsequent to Sopt. 1837. No one threatensd
re if I did not mot ne 2 picket, &0 far ss I know only mirers at liine
“E" sotod £e pickets and no outsiders were brought in cs pickets.
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JOHi L. LBNIS, ET AL L?f o
“Sametime in Wovember 1537 somoone informed the
pickots that they oould no longer picket Migg
ccn'tinue *B¥. I do not know why the minere ocould not picket

any longer or the attitude of other minsrs oorocern~
ing the faot that thsy coulr not plcket.

*] hed no notice %to return to work a%t fine "B Deoc, 13, 1857
and Jan. 4, 1938,

%] voted at the N.L.K.B. election Deo, 15, 1837 for Fiihe
No one threatencd mo if I did not wvote FMi and I wen® to vote voluntarily.

- “Ir ¢lout Frvarber, 1939 I rencived notizce , in on unknown
arnn that Hne YR* -i to open. I retu-nad to Mine “B" es a member of

*,, few years ~fter I returned to !line "BY to work en election
was held and U won the election meking lline YB* a UIW mine. 4 short
time after the electisn I joimed T.IIX, &s rajority voted for U.lLW,.

1 4id not care whether I was & rembos of U.1LW. or FlA.

*No one threatened me after my return to work Nove 1939 at

T WOW and T AiA nat
gl AN et L ) -
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*] voted in tho election to deterrine if Mine “B* should have
been a T. L%, mine or & P.ILAs mine. No one throatensd me during the
elaction. .

A/
ﬂitnessedi- _____

—mwd Tt D T
» QPUUL“J- n-gu (%3 II&‘DL.
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FE: JOHN L. LE.IS, 2T AL

rersrrrey oo QS
Lugast 27, 1943 by Special .. snts E
is zn alien he apﬂal's En,,l_s . & strong accent, no

WoTrK Bt __;ig;___n___u; wel .w:.y, .1.7_) 7 ard had little information c.ncern.ng

_ inquiry. Ke subnitted the following written statcments

csently enoloyed
H w>S born on

W

018, Wag l1lnte on

and

thia

m

"Springfield, Illinois
’ hugust 27, 1943

o ot mf R eJ-‘i ~
-’m U LIV WA Ul VALSD e

"] reside at -field, Tllinois and I am

en not 2 citizen of the Giltel States. 1 a Declaration
of Intention at Sprin fiecld, Iliinois in
pepers. 1 arrived in the United Status in

Sprinzficld, Illinois.

end czue directly to

WL, in
at the Felbod; . #6, ncar Soringzficld.

"“hen I workced under the Progressive Miners of amcrica, roforred
to hereinafter as the FIL., { was well satisfied. I voluntaril sisned the
Pi%. petition on way 12, 1937 During this xriod, including Mar 12, 1937,
twelve men were working in 14n.: B, wherc I then worked, as nenbers of the
Ti.., but 1 b.lieve the. secrctly. vere nmeub.rs of the UIF” and that they
vere trying to g t nembers of the Pl to join up vith the UK.,

"Onc of these tuelve men, onc Pete Carter, whom I knew personally,
talked to me in Springfield in Juns or July, 1937, in the business section
of Springfield, at waiich tine Cartcr told me that if I wanted to work in
Mine B, I % wuld have to join the UM.. No other threats verc made to me.

I underst:nd that the othcr eleven of these men were contacting members
of the FMA in an effort to gct then to change over to the UM, I learned
of this by word of mouth. I felt that these tuelve men were being paid
by the UM, for this specific job, that is, gectting the wen to join Uk,

mLibout May, 1937, Janmes Hale, one of thcse men, started driving a

sutonchile and the miners eaid he un‘f it f‘ﬂnﬂ m' :; fﬂ’l‘" th'-i s"nrl( hn l! a4

L o Lo
AR 1 SR VVIHUU&&‘;

for that union.
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make the follyiing voluntary statement tom
whom I ¥mow to be Special wionts of the er

I have not received my second

T joined the United Minc SJorkers, hercinafter refcerrod to as the
2t Sprinrield, Illinois. Ny first job as a miner was
T oaddlie
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RE

JOHN L. LE.IS, ET AL

6% LIp

INTERVIE '.:'ITH— 8Tt was the general opinion of the miners that
(continued) Rlshoff wus paid by the UM. to keep the mine
closed in order %o break local 54 of the PN,

I do not have any facts to prove that but he wouldn't sign a contract with
Pil. gnd the Plla miners felt that Elshoff favered the UM, .

8T worked at Mine B from

B o tay 1337, About this time th
trouble startad amd 1 inc and laeter got a Jom
and in Docenber got & Jo

his was the L. operated oine and X worked
and never did o back to Mine B, and
nd Irnuriledye concerning the conditions

ne rantlier Lregk Min
ther¢ contimueusly untill
therefore do not havc any first
after I left Mfinc B, in liag-, 1937,

#] have car:full;” read and fully understond the one and onc—quarter
nages of this stztonent which contins the truth to the best of mr knowledge
and rccollection. N»o threats or proniscs have been made to induce me to

give the above statcacnt.®
2

m itnesscd:

Special agent, F. B, I.

Special Agont, !' B. I."
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Re: JOIX L, LETIS, ET AL é
L%e. YD
ie years of age, can scarcely speak

INT RVIEY WITH
* or understend English, and is unable to remember
anything. Fe was interviewed on August 26, 1943 by

The Pollmxin: signed statement mas obtained from -

o *Springfield, ill.
P August 26, 1943

- "1, ringfield, Tll., on August 26,
1943, was contanted b vho identified
themselves as Srecisl Azents ol the Jed nvestigation. They
asked me questions ab ut wy work im Mins "PY during the last seven or
eight years ancd to m knowledge of work in tha mine back in the early
19305, but I was unzb o to answer their questions because I cannot speak
or understand Inglis vary well and because of my age I am unable to

remember things that happened,
(T RERY

"ITYESSES
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL,

Loc b7D

INTERVIEW WITH SR a5 interviewed at his residence,
pringfield, Illinocis, by Special
e S - Y - -~ S
ot ber o nnvn"v\n 1S oo

ol P w Widt Wild Jwikd UG UWS ik o P e W Al Sy l. e o il el A

Svringfield; Illirois, He says he has no criminal record,

1) preSent.l employed at Tl%n_e__lﬂ_b He wderstands English fairly
well, speaks English brokenly, But appears to have a good memory and thinks
coherently. It is felt he would make a fair witness, The following signed
statement was obtained from GiNCI.

"Springfield, 121,

1 o0 ring voluntary state-
ment to whom I know to
be Speciel szEnis oa hc Fed' Bureau o cstigation &

make it without fear of threat) force or promisc of any kind,

and came to the
suvarted working in codl mines in Spring-
field, and I joined the United Mine Workers of

amcrica union in I Eta}'ﬂd o T wntil 1932 whon the m

wend Progressive, is joined the Progressive Mine Workers.-
of imcrica and I becamc PM. in 1932,

I QR : =t:rted working for Mine ‘B'
: Yhen the Pas was organized in 1932 I joined it because the
mijority of our local wantcd to and it didnft make any dif-
ference vhether I was UMW or PMa. I took no active part in
the organizing of PMi.

-

"During the time betwoen 1932 to 1937 1 did not notice
that the company, Elshoff, or Oscar Falcciti favored either
PW. or UMV, During this timec I noticed no attempis of

- UMY to organizc in ¥inc 'B' and no one over tried to get me
to join UM7 during this timc, I thought PMi was a good union

and I did not think any onc in PM. was crooked hought PM. was
an honcst wnion

"Botween 1932 and 1937 I nover saw any offort by UMY to picke* .
/ organize or distribute literature at Mine 'BY,
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boe »1D
{TD W wawolll two or three weeks before May 12, 1937
two members of PMi were expelled from PMA. One was
ortinuc Joe Albanese but I can't remember the other mants

nan2, at the next _meeting of PM. some mors membters were kicked out, Joln ..
anandas, cha:rliefBohanon, Ton?éﬁotch, Fraak A s mw
'fm%helevious, and a mn nated Jacaway were all kickod out. Bub I do

not lnow why these men were kicked out. I never heard of any of these men be-~
ing spics for UMY~ :

"I do not rcmember going to o P, meeting May 11, 1937. About this
time I knew we were having a little truvoie with the company on our wage
scale, and the Pl cficinls told us they were trying to sign a contract
with the company and ooy to get a wage increase. 7T thought the PMA eovdd
get us just as much as the Ulav and it didn' make any difference to me
whether UMW or Pl. would try. No one from the company over talked to us
about the wage troubl:c that I know about,

"0n May 12, 1937, I went to work as a diiger just as usual, I
was dressed but did not go down inbo the mines, - The Pit Committee of
PM. was in talking with the company ard they came out and «id us that
there would b no work because the eompany would not sign the contract.
It was owr Pi. leaders who told us this. On Moy 11, 1937 we had gone
dowm into the mines, and I had loaded two half cars of coal., The reoason
I only loaded half cars wos that the driver would pull the cars before
I could load them. I was callcd out at 200 Py the afternoan of May 11,
1937, but I do not know why or who told us to go homc. It was that the
drivers told us that was all, and we should go home,

"Somc time after we went out on strike, I signed a PN
pctition and I think it wes about a month after the strike, 1 signed
the petition at PM. hcadquarters. That was the only petition I signed
and I ncver signed a UMY petition,

"] heard a ¥ local wes formed in the summer of 1937, but I
do not know anything more about that, Those same fellows who were ex-
pelled from PMi werc the ones I heard organized the UMA. No one ever asked
me to Join this UMA,

wDuring the swmor of 1937 the PMi just had its regular
meetings. I heard of no wildcat meetings going on.

*In the fall of 1937 I rcad several times in the nowspaper that
P Mine 'B' was going to ru-open, but I was never notified to come back to work
at Mine 'Bf in the fall of 1937, I ncver reported for work wntil about
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b9e L1p

wersrvied sy (Y scrt- 26, 1937 1 resd in the paper that
(Continued) 'Bt vas going o open the noxt day so on

the 27th I reported for work, I waitcd on top with the rest of the men
and the Pl officials had a mecting with the company officials. Our
l.aders cane out and told us we were going to stay on the Minc 'B! Property
uwntil the company rccognized the PMi., We had our picket line, or sit-

down fur about 56 days and the day or sv before Thanksgiving, the U, 8.
Gov't came out and tuld us to leave. I was in the picket line all of

the tIme. The PMu did not have any outsiders come in and picket with us, -
The Plu leaders ncver uscd any force or threats to keep us in the picket
line.

"I do nvt romenber an attempt to have the mines re-opened in
Dee. of 1937, but I reaember reading in the peper that the rines
would re-cpen in Januory 1938, I vent down to PHA hcadguarters and they
told me they had heard the rmine was going to openm and if I wanted to
report I could. and I decided
to wait a day tou sec Lon v roport to work the first day.
The sccond day I heard only fle. ur six had r«.port.ed for work so 1 did not
bother to _up to }Mine 'Bf,

"] remember in December of 1937 the National labor Relations
Board held an election which the PMe won, I voted and no one foreced or
threatenod oe in any way.

nIn November of 1939, I got a letter from the company telling
re to ceme back to work. about the next day the PMi had a neeting at
which we decided tu gu back tv work, This was decided by 2 motion., We
went back as PM. but without a contract but we were t0ld a contract
would be signed in thirty days. I thought the Pily could get us a good
comract, but after thirty and sixty days when we didn't get a contract,
I began toc losc faith in the Pl lawyer, I never thought about whether
the M47 could get us a contract wntil the next summer.

"Ffrom the tine we went back to work in Nov, of 1939 wntil
1641 no cone ever tried to influence ne in any way to join the UMi. No
onc ever threatened pe or beat ne or gave me any Ul literature, I hoard
somc of the fellows were beat up and hrt by M4 non but I never saw any-

thing like that. During this timc I never noticed anyone fron the company .

try to influcnce me. I got my samc room back and no unc bpthered me.
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LD
wrerviEd WIT mafter we went back to work in Nov.

(Continued) of 1939, I noticed no wnususl cave-ins or

fires and did not notice there had been any. Everything looked all right
to me, and I went right to work,

rIn July of 1940 I saw that the PMA would not be able to get a
contract with the company so I voluntarily joined the UMV by getting a card
from the UMV committee., I never had any trouble with the PMA after this
and T am certzin no one forced me to Jjoin UM/, I joined UMI because I
wanted to keep my job and not lose my home and I could see the majority of
men in July of 1940 were ready to join UM/ and I wanted to be with the
majority.

" voted in the NLRB elecctiorn in Feb,, 1941, and no onc forced,

threatened or promised me in any way in this election. I woent to vote
by myself and was not afraid.

"I am still working ir Mine "B" and have been since Nov. of 1939,
I am satisfied with everything.

"This statement of scven pages has been read to me by Agent_am..
it is true and correct to the best of my knowladge

/N

rihitness,

/s/ G 5v<<:.21 igent, F.B.I.
/5 I <5< iz - F.5.1."
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Re: JOHN L. LE.I8, ET AL

b e LD

INTERVIES ' ITH m 1114nols, was jointly
— interviewed at hit ence on hugust 30, 1943, by

e, e S ———
" This individual worked at the Mine on kay 937 when close da

the first dey in November, 1939, when it opened. He was cooperative,
eppeered sincere, and is presently employcl a% Mine "B". He executed the
followinsg statement:

— I1linois
hugust 30, 1943

"1 meke the following voluntary statement ©
and wham I know to be Special bLgents of
the Federal Burcau of Investigation, U.H8:. Dopartment of Justioce.

Illinois. 1 presently
reside at {ilirois. I joined the United Hine morkers of america,
hereinafter reforred tc as tha UlMw, in tnd gtarted werking in the Pee-
body mine #52 &t Riverton, {ilircis, vhen I was ?yeara old, I worked at
the Peebody mine fcr and then srtarted working at Mine B, near
Springfield, Illincis abou hich was under contract with UMJd. I con-
tinued working at this mine under the UMW until 1932, 4t this time I was
not in favor of the wage scale roduction which the officers of UMW wanted
to sign us under and leter the ballots were stolen. Therefore, I was dis-
satisfied with WM. management and I vcluniarily joined the Progressive Miners
of Amcrica, which will be referred to hereinafter as the PMi. I have never
held an office in any mine union. . .

"1 was born

¥:s far as I knew, Elshoff was on good terms with AL at Mine B,
prior to 1932, I willingly joined PMA when Mine B went Progressive in 1932
end I wos well satisfied with the menagement of the union. Elshoff scemed

to get clong with PiA local 54 from September, 1932 to 4pril, 1937. I
worked in the mine frmdto ¥ny, 1937, 1
went to Ie¢ ne 1 W or PUA as I 1lived too far away to

ettend, I was not familiar with what was going on except talk I heard at
the mine. I still work at kKine B, and now under W!w.

"I never heard Elshoff or Falcetti say they favored UMy but I
felt they wanted to sign & contract with UG because they let a group of
mon crganize in the mino. I noticed this eggitetion and organizing for
W7 start about april, 1937 and continued until the mine closed on May 12,
1937. The group of men I rocalled thet did this organizing were as follm:
Joe slbaness, androw Schrel , Dominie Prsquale, Pete Carter, Fragk
fustip, Tony Plotch, Jo otton, "who wis €180 callod John 4nan hn jnanias, ajg_l_m,
Sirtout, TGeorge docaway, Emory Jacaway, Cherles Bohannon, who was also

dmown as ChirlcgABowlingreen, ond Jamcs Hole. &t this timo these men were .
membsrs of P4 but wore orgoniging for UkW. After the mine closed in lay,
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INTERVIEn wlITH 1937, James Hale, Cherles Bohannon and Gu arner
. #oso true nams “is Leo Bumgarner all got new oara. i
!conginueai —~ heard they were paid for organicing for UMA, but I

¢ - 0 |

Re: JOHN L. LEwIS, ET AL )
&), b1

do not know how much they were paid or who paid them.
These men, who were UMW spies never contacted me to get me to Join the UMW,
but they did contact other miners. I heard such remarks being made by some
of these twelve men to Frogressive miners after the mine opened umder open
contract after November, 1939, and before the TA'W won the NLRB electiom '
sometime later as follows: "hy don't you join the WM. The FMA is no
good for you. You won't be able to werk much longer if you stay with the /
5 Wi

"1 did not attend the meeting of PMA on kay 11, 1937 when the
five men who were ULl organizers were threwn out of the FHA. However, the
next day when Elshoff wculd not discharge these five men, the miners were -
diesatisfied end the cars were loadced short. I think the cars were loaded
short beeause Elshoff would not discharge these men, and not because there
was eny trouble over the wege scale controversy.

MY ot o nd L. TS wrd-idd > D2 fod
4 BlEned nf ria PCUINIOD On Moy 25, 1837 to show

T
member and to show the Pli hed the majority of the miners working at that
tine. I signed this petition voluntarily at ths mine. )

"In Mey, 1937, I helped in the PA picket line for about a
week., I was at the minc every time it attompted to open from SBoptember,
27, 1937 until it did open in November, 1939. when I wont back to work in
Mine B in November, 1939, I went in as s member of FPuih. I am still working
at Mine B, but now undcr the Ukin, I saw notices in ths newspapers and
heard from the miners about the attempt to open the mine, but 1 don’
remenber just what the dates were,

*] remained & member of FAMA until after the NLRB election in
1941 when the IMT got the bargaining righte and thon joined UM{Y merely be=-

- - »a—aa waad LTI QT ARl

cause I wanted a job. 1 have no fault to find with the Pha. They treated
me fine and that union was well managed as far as I know,

"In November 1939 when Mine B opened as an open shop Charles.
Bohannon and the other eleven men I mentioned in this statement as well as

Y - SO >: o L2 o oo
wer organizing for w, bu y not try to conver‘t"ﬁ’e. The

R4 did nothing about this organizing, except expelling the five men from

o - TR = N e P AT Y ] -—twm o A
the union. 7The Tl did nothing aboubt this after thes mine openmed in

November, 193§, but just wnzted for the law to take care of it, but the
law was too late.

*In the KLRB election on December 15, 1937, I think the election
ves run fairly and I never hoard from anyone that there was any fraud., The
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i Re: JOHN L. LERIS, ET &L /
S pao
N INTERVIE: T1ITH P won the election, but Elshoff would not sign a
contract, In the next NLRB election in February,
continue 1941 the UW won and Elshoff signed & comtract right

swoy with the TV, I felt that Elshoff got paid off
for keeping the mine closed. The PLA had the bargairing r:gh+s in Yey,
01937 and ~til)l had the bargaining rights after the first NLRB election,

and the men alweys wanted to work, but Elshoff would not sign a contract
but instead let the nmine stay idle.

"I worked at Ling B on Mey 11, 1937 when it shut down and I.went
beck in November, 1933, and worked the first day the mine was open. The
mino wes in bacd shape wi‘th ceve-ins 2ad bud eir. when I went back to
LUine B in Noverder, 193 I saw nothing tlav looked 1like there had been &
fire or 8 big flood in the mine. I want la~X tc worit in the west section
Of Line Bo

e[ T e

"In ry opi-ion, thLave was no rml“taina.nce work done in the mine
during the time it was shut down excnet pumps =g donc by from
the top of the mine. Some company men ivor'z:cd in the mine tc ge
better shape abou’. two days Toiore ic re-upcned,

®1 have carefully reud end fully understand the two end a half
pages of this statoment and it conteins the truth to the best of my

knowledge.
)

witnessed:

= Specicl hgent, FBI.
—, Specizl Agent, FBI. | ]

4
*

e W e ——— PR A O Y i Tl

y

W T o AT Pe— e



1
I
i
¥
i
i
]

¢ . Q

Re: JOR L. LE“IS, LT LL-

£7¢ b 70
F’ Illinois, was
Jointly interviewed at his residence on August 29,
is a man vears ol age

tactics use f. Most of tge :Lngormaaon He fu;r;i e;r-

say, He executed the following written statement:

TITTM T 3 PTRTT

-y .
SNILAVIEW WAL

make the following voluntary statement
» whom I know to be
ederal Bureau of Investigation, U. S,

and
ec:La agents of the
Department of Justice.

a3
_‘
4
-
)
v
3
n
-
i
wm
g
!

illinois on—
"] Jjoined the Uhited lfine .orkers of Amerjeca, referred to

hereinafter as the U, at md never
held any office in the union but have becen a member of tie pit

committee, UM/ while I worked at

" T . DR + ... ... 3 .. _
. I worked in the

TLAUU es
J1linois as a memgr o! !he UMi. About I rrcmt t.o vork in
Minc B and continued to work there until the strike closed the
mine in May, 1937. From iay, 1937 to November, 1937 I was un-
employed, and in the latter part of 1939, I believe in November,
I started back to vork in Mine B, and continued to work there
mtil I quit mining at that time

“From 1927 to 1932 the UMV and Elshoff got along fine, but
when John L. Lewis favored a reduction in the wage scale and a
vote was taken and some of the thugs working for him made off
with the ballot box and Lewis signed up with the operators on

an emergency contract., I was glad to get out of the T and
join the Progressive ] Elners of america, referred to hereinafter
as the PMi. The rest of the miners felt the same was and the

PMA was formed,

*From 1932 to about January 1937 Elshoff got along al-
right with the PMi. About 1937, in January, a number of men
holding PMA cards, but who were organizing for the UMW went
through Mine B try:.ng to convert the men to UM{. The mon they

..... b e R, 1y PRVSERRY S Tppayn

s e T -~ a .
were bl.yl..ug YU LCULIVUL L WURITC IO Ul WIS ?IL- Wik Ul WIIOBU
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Re: JOIN L, LEMIS, ET Al.

LoC. bo

wrervisv Wit QS P they tried to convert to the
(Continued) UMT were beaten up, and ‘Cudge¥ Buhgai

who lives atfiJ} Tilinois, and whose true name is . oo Bu ar beat
up @ young Ttalian miner with a pick handle while he was in the mne 80
bad that he was in the hospital for months. Before this Italian miner

was beat up he told me that Charles Bohanpon and ‘Cudge ! Busgarner had
told him that he had better sign up with the U,

nCarl Elshoff and Oscar Falcetti wanted to sign up with the
UM and they got 2 bunch of thugs in the mine to swing the men over to
the UlS! membership. #s best as I can recall, this happened about three
months before the strike in May, 1937. These men were members of the PUA
but also working for the UM¥. Some of these men were WindgeT Bupgarmer ™
Joe Albanese, Andrew Schrelevigus, Dominic Pasguale, Pete Carter,
Austin, Tony Plotch, John Cotton, whom I also imew as John Ananias , John
Sirtout, George Jacaway, Emory Jacaway, Charles Behannon and James Hale.

nFalcetti and Elshoff were very friendly with the above mentioned
thirteen men and the others who helped them, Falcetti and Elshoff had
these men at the Mine B. company office where they had drinking parties
at night. I did not personally see this, but Bill Comphap, President of™
PjA and John Schngider whp also holds an office in the PMA, saw this
association, .

with UM/, but Charles Bohannon, who Elshoff and Falcetti were friendly wi

"I never heard Falcetti or Elshoff say they wanted to sign up / /’
th.

told me I had to sign up vith the UM/ or else I could not work, as the
miners were going over to T/,

] thought PKi was a8 fine wnion, and that it was well ne 1
recall tiat the oificials of PMi got along well with the members of that
wion, at mine B.

"In the spring of 1937 waen there was a wage scale controversy,
I don 't recall what the PiA officials said what the contract with the
operators consisted of and there was a slowdown. I believe the slowdown
wag due to Elshoff's thugs who by their trying to organize caused hard
feelings, and I do not believe the slowdown was due to anywage scale
trouble. Theae thugs I mentioned before in this statement were big
men, and pretended to be air testers but they vmlked all over the mine
organizing for UM/ and trying to sign up the miners with UMi. One of these

so=-called air testers was named “ or a name that sounds like
that. T know him when ] see him,
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Re: JOHN L. LEMIS, ET AL.

L0 P

INTERVIEW tm}— "I attended the meeting of the PMA on
rm e dha smiasht af Maw 17 1077, This war halgd
L Vi ARy UL NGy 4Adlg 47776 Jiias T WUAW

of this speciial meeting because I saw it posted on a bulletin board at the
mine., "I voted to expell the five men who were expelled from the PMA, be~ |
cause it was shown that they were UM/ spies and disloyal to the PMA. I
believe I remember that onc of the five even voted to have himself exe
pelled from PMi. PMi had a closcd shop agreement with Elshoff at this ]
time, and Elshoff should have discharged these men after they were ex- |

at the PMA hall on North 6th Street, Springfield, Illinois, and I learned I /

pelled from the wion. 4&s a matter of fact, I think he should have fired
them before that for their activities in the mine, Four of the men who / .
were expelled did rnot attend this mecting, as near as I can recall, and

did not say anything in their owmn defense.

"The rank and file were advised of the expulsion of the five men
the day after it happened, by word of mouth, The rank and file thought
these men should have been expelled, Later, when Elshoff would not fire
these men the miners were mad and loaded the coal cars short and later in
the day, Hay 12, 1943, very little coal was coming up from the mine, and the
mine went on strl.-ce. This was not due to wages., It was because Elshoff

would not fire these five men, who no longer belonged to PMA.

»] voluntarily signed the PML petition on May 26, 1937 to
show that I was a member of PMa. The petition was to show that PMA had
a majority and should hove the bargaining rights in the mine. I sighed
this petition near the mine where there were about 100 automobiles parked,

to sec that UM7 dicd not take over the mine,

"Fron ¥ay 1937 to November, 1939 I assisted in picketing this
mine from time to time.

MA™ T = e o ok b h
7 1i

¢ summer of 1 signed another
forget what 1t was for. {phonetic),
my house and I volumtarily ed 1t.

*I did not attempt to go back to Mine B until November 1939
at which time it had been working about a month,

PYA petition but
r peEL oIl v

A iv i
brought ¢ h:.s ohe to

"] was not in favor of the Federal injunction of Deccember 9,
1937 which prevented the PMi from picketing and the miners did not
like it, but 1 thought and believed the miners thought the NLRB .
slection held on December 15, 1937 was fair, I don't sece how it could

have been otherwise.

@Pram Hovomber 1970
moer 193%

o AL LR -

to
werc at odds, and thoy both had
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Re: JOHN L. LEJIS, ET 4L.
Loc

wrervIEd WITH (Y cbeck reighman named who lives
{Continued) at- Tilinois, BOHANNN

and TORY PLOTCI, who were both UM/ men ra.F off the road and tried
Lo kill MI#, so never came back to work at Mine B. The PMA could not
oot anather chock welghsr as the men were afraid to take the job, and

%V LV vii-s Sl BN dn SV ik bk A wemws  wa
gradually the UMi signed the miners up with Uit/ and hired UMJ members and
when UM/ felt they had enough membership built up like this, they called
for another NLRB election, This time thc UMW won the election, so I felt

I had to sign up with the Uik,

nT heard that Elsheff and Falcetti associated with UM7 of-
ficials and I heard the Pla watchers saw Ray Edmumdson at the Mine B of-

___________
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they would appear to cooperate with the PMi, and would secretly deal
with the UM/, while the PM. had a closcd shop contract with the mine.

I would not rijoin the UM/ if I could have obtained a job anywhere else
at that time,

"I have read and fully understand thc three pages of this state-~
mcent which contains the truth to the best of my kmowledge.

ﬂ/s ’=___—__
"iitnesscd: /S_, Spl. ..gent, F.B.I1,
/s Special .igent F.B.I."
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Re: JOHN L, LEWIS, ET AL,

on August 27, 1943,

was interviewed by SM
wa and came to
and may be reachad throug n ele-

speaks English brokenly and can un-
derstand mnglish Qaarlyy but his coherency, especially in fact recollection
is not very good., His value as a witness is good but nhis ability o

be a satisfactory witness is extremely doubtful and it is felt he would

not make a good Witness. He advises he has no criminal record.

.z signed statement was obtained from NS
|

wSpringfield; Ill.

Avgust 27, 1943

"I, Springiieid,
T11l., make the lollowing voluntary statement to and
— whom I know to be Special Agents o e eral

Bureau of Investigation. I make it without fear of threat, force

or promise of any kind.

*I was born in and came to the U. 5.
in about YL became a U. 5. citizen in

*In about Y1 first started working' in coal mines and at
this time I became a member of the United Mine Workers of America
Onion. I remained a UI& man wntil 1932, In about- I started to
work in Mine 'B! in pringfield, and I was a UMT then.

"In 1932 a wage scale question came up and the UM{ bad a vote
at which time T voted. The result was about 5 to 1 against taking a cut,
but John L. Lewis, or the District UM{, called for another election in
which I also,yoted, but the ballots were stolen and I heard they had
been put car and he took them. There had been an injunction
in Ilinois against John L. Lewis but at this time in 1932 the injunction
was 1ifted and Lewis signed the contract which called for 2 wage cut. So
the Progressive Mine Jorkers of Amexica lnion was organized and I joined

O 1 e & v g g A o m— Yol -~
the MR Th 1932 ¥mer 1 went back to work in Mine 1B,

"Between 1932 and May 1937 I can remember no strikeé or shut downs
and during this time no one tried to influence me either by talk or force
into joining the UMJ/. I had no trouble with the PMA during this time

either-and I never knev of any wnfair assessments against us. I trusted
the PMA officials and I thought it vas a good union,

| . - 304 -
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§ Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL. L
‘ F) &
. D
rd
T¥ TERVIEW WITB mIn about 1936 Jac*t’.‘.lcetti who was the bottom
boss at that time wad talking alone with me at the
on - bottom of Mine 'B' and he said if we all belonged

to UM/ it would be better., But I told him a fellow had no voice in Ul

and he sa_d nothing more about it. Between 1932 and 1937 no one tried to
get me to join U7 and Caring this time I thought that the company favored
U7 but I can remember nothing to substantiate this gxcept that it was just
a feeling I had. Between 1932 and 1937 a man honey who was a motor-
man at Mire 'B' - but who is now dead - tpld me that Oscar Falcetti had
told him he, Oscar, didn't think I, * was on the right side, I
thought the were talking about the Ia alcetti thought I should

- belong to UM/. But nothing more was ever said or done about that.

nithen some of the PMA men were convicted of bombings along about
th:.s time, I really felt they had been railroaded and were not guilty, and
I still really believe tney were not guilty, I think most of the men who
belonged to PMA at that time felt the same way.

ns few weeks before May 12, 1937, some of the PMA men were ex-
pelled from the PMi wnion for spying for UMJ. There were about six men ex-
pelled, but they were not expelled all in t ame day but probably over
a period of a week, These men were Charlegkfbowling Green.
Elmer Jacaway, who was one of the last ones to be expelled because I re-
member him voting to expel 'Bowling Green', Frank aAustin, Pete Carter,
and I can’t remember the rest., I had never noticed these men acting as
spies for U/,

] reniember there was a,yag 1e ween PMA and the

company in the Spring of 1937 and/%hg Efﬁggggggsﬁ . The company would

refuse to talk with the PMi committee, I think the committee, PMi, tried

to get the company to fire those men who were expelled from the PMA but the

company would not do this. During this time, the Spring of 1937, I

noticed no slow downs or work stoppages.-— and paydays were no different

from any other day, “e were working pending settlement during this time
and I felt the company was trying to force trouble so they could close

the mines. But I cannot remember now what caused be to believe that,

But I still feel that way about it,

#1 do not remember whether I went to a PHA meeting May 11, 1937.
: I went to work the morning of liay 12, 1937, and sometime during the morming the
o cager told me that work was to stop and that everyone was to come out.
: l/ben I got on top, or rather in the cage on the way up I was with Elmer
,*gcaway md* track layer and said, 'They finally
got them!, not kriow what he meant, op I heard rumors that

tha company refuscd to meet with the committee and I thought that was why
we were strilcing,
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Re: JO

Lo

y the morning of May 12, 1937 I was
?and I noticed what I thought was an
unus number of cars lcaded short,

 eaAfier we went out on strike for a period of several weeks
or more, several petitions were circulated by PMA and I remember at

least two of them and I sipned both. 1 also heard UMF sent a petition
but I never signed it.

s "Sometime in the summer of 1937 I remember hearing that
I do not know how to spell his name, but he lives at
were shot by
whose name 1 do not know

—wen! !o Jlal! !Icn* E months bu
I heard it was because he threw his gun away. sa

q after they were shot and-bold me they were shol because
‘Tl

ot sign up with UMJ.

myhen the line 'B' was opened, or they tried to open it, in
September 1937, I did not know the mine was being re-opened and 1 didnf't
get there until two days after they tried to re-open it. I heard they
would only let UMK men dovn in the mine and would not let PMA men work,
¥ie started a picket line and had a gitdown for about 56 days. I was in
the sitdown most of the time until the U, S, Harshall told us we would
have to get out, just before Thanksgiving of 1937, B

"During the summer of 1937 no one tried to get me to join
UMF and the company did not try to influence me, The PMA officials did
not use any kind of force, threat or promise to make me stay in the
picket lines, I wanted to be in the sitdown because I thought the PMA
was right, 1 remember nothing wnusual during the sitdown, but we
guarded the mine and bldgs very well during this time because we
were afraid UMY would try to blow thirgs up and blame PMA.

®The PMA and myself, did not feel good about having to get
off the sitdown because we thought it was unfair that we, PMiA, could
do nothing and UM could do anything, but it was a Federal order and
we knew we had to obey it,

nifter that I went to work for several construction companies
until the Mine 'Bt' reopened in 1939.

*1 was never notified to come to work at Mine B’ until
about Nov, of 1939, when on Nov. 2, 1939, I received a registered
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL.

TINTERVIEH VITH Tobtaor Fram the ammaaner +n cams hark. T An
ALV Lisfy WL AL e WWL LA Ad WL Wil WWLIMTAILY W W Wi e as [ - —
not remember any attempts on the part of the

Continued). company to re-open the Mine 'B! before that

%n3 one tried to contact me in connection either with the UMY or the
company or the PMiA {rom Dec. of 1937 until Nov. of 1939,

ﬂ}-’.!"-} I u ;y-snrl +n woawl =2+ Mine Q1 -irz Nev 1070 7T 11 -d_

Ull &G LIS Wik oA ") T n b Blade A “ b L] el A -_—

the wage scale would be the same as the rest of the mines. I th ught the

PMi would have & controce with “he rompan:r in the near future and I was still ¢

member of I'M .,

"From the time I went back to work in Nov. 1939, wntil Dec. 31,
1940 I did not vote in any elections for union certifications, and I
do not remember of there being any election.

Bifédovwm T vt hoslr +4 warls sn VA 1090 Aan ny ashant Ane 2 i
Shd W d A Il W MRAW Dy, WY TIWL I AR YW R AT [ 2] 4 Sl puRy vy J;

1940 a fellow namcd* wno was UM4 and was a driver but !
did not do much work an not worked in Mine 'B' before Nov, 1939, !
approached me in the wash house and said I would have to join the old |
one, I told him I didntt know what he was talking about and he said I'd

find out. He might have said it was the United Mine Workers, but I
cannot definitely remember,

'l
"Right after that, maybe the next day afte talked ' (
tc me in the wash huu.at:, I'm not \-‘u.a.‘\'.ve certain of the date, r'- '."
jumped on the motor I was running in Mine '8, I asked whatm uf'

doing & he said it was none of my damm business and he told me heid kr.uock
my block off, But my boss was there and told to keep quiet and '
told me to take out on the motor, My boss whose

name I do not know how to spell. a PMA worEe_r at thal Ulme
heard this arguement.

"About this same time a fellow named—who was a UNA /
man and had just come to mine 'BY asked me 1o /join UM and said if I
didn 't join then I might not be able to gst in later, I told him I /
didn 't want to join then but would wait,

*During this time the company also discriminated against me by //
not letting me work as of‘cn as I should have. Uhen I went in to com- [
plain to Oscar Fzlr«.id he said I didn't want to work, that I was rm- '
ring arownd with the progressives.
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JOWN L. LEWIS, ET AL,

LoC Lo

INTERVIEW WITH "pbout in the summer of 1940W
told me I had better sign up wi
that was all that was said or done.

S

nalso about that same time Oscar Falcetti tgld me to show

*the rv.s in ths mine. QOne time when Billlfurtock and 1 were to-

gether, Bill told !Zhat“vas still ¥ FrogTessive and to watch out
for him, _ lieve with other motormen who were PIA but

D T | R R S, ) L B e 4

after he rode witm vhem they became UMy, Du cannol remember Wiis veIy
well, The other motormen were namegh whose name I
cannot spell, and a men nane and one name

n0n the day before I was hurt which would be Deec. 30, 1940, I was
working in a room as a coal digger, I saw7 someone go by my room. I asked
_him what time it was but he wouldn't answer me. A few minutes later I
saw him with a sheet next to his head and a pick handle under his arm.
I recognized him as 'Cudge'! or O, L. PBumgarner, or Bsumgartner. I am pot
certain as to the spilling. 3ut I cannot remember any Ul man trying to
talk me into joining UMY that day.

"Oon Dec. 31, 1940, I went to work as uspal-and wenit to om.
Some time just before noon a driver notified an P
committeemen that they were wanted at the district and that was tle t

I saw of them that day. They were the entrymen nearest me. At about noon

sheet just 1ike fCudge' had been carrying the day before that., This man whe
I am positive was §fudge' started beating me with the pick handle. He
broke my arm and jaw and really messed me up. %*Cudge' was a UMW organizer,
and only once before had he tried to talk me into Joining UMY,

"As a result of the beating I was in the hospital about two weeks
or more_ I never returned to Mine ‘B! after Dec. 31, 1940.

' "ihen the National Labor Relation Board held an election in about
i Peb, of 1941 I voted PMA but UMK won, I never had anything to do with

) Mine 'B!' after that, I still belong to the PMA and pay my dues, but I
have never worked in a mne since Dec. 31, 1940, I stay in the wnion
because I like the group and because I like the democraticness of the

organization,

Ty mimen I went back to Mine 'B' in Nov, of 1939, I heard there
- had been some fires but I never saw anything to show there had been &
big fire, There had been some small cave ins but I noticed no wnusual
cave-ins, I never signed anything for Ulsi after 1932. I belisve I
signed a membership card for PMA in the summer of 1940,
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Res JOHN L, LEWIS, ET AL.
/
£ IO

IRTERVIEW WITH nibout a week or so after we went out on

strike in May, 1937, I rcmember the UHMT had a
ontinue mceting on Monroe St. at Redman's Hall., They

invited all Progressives but I cannot remember how, I was in front of |}
the hall vefore thc meeting and I Baw a clerk from Elshofft's office

whose name I cannot remember, but he is snall & wcars glasses and I

would recognize him if I saw him, go into the mceting. I think there \ \
were more company men there, but I cannot remember who, After the V-

meetingmhose name I cannot spell, camc up to m,- \ o
had been S mecuing, and hit me. He gave me a black eye, but I 4

could not hit him becauvse he had several men with him. ‘

f.igent has read this statcment of twelve pages to @me s and
I acknowledge it to DC true and correct to the best of my knowledge.

/s/ S
/s/ — Special agent, F.B.I.
/s AN s i 21 igent - F.B.I."

TYitnesses
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Re: JOMN L. LEWIS, ET AL,

ol | Lrc LD

; <
3 : I
- N ?‘DJTEFVIEN VITH ____— was interviewed at his residence,
g W Sr-ringfield, Illinois, on August 28,

{ 1943 by Special Agerts andm. He stated that

N he was born in and cane to the United States in

N \ He was n ed in He speaks Englis
very poorly and notmry good witness

advised that he has no criminal record. Th= following signed statement was
obtained from g

"Springfield, Ill.
August 28, 1943

"I, Springfield,

I111., mekeé the lollowing voluntary statement tob

and thom I know to be Spocial BTty i
eacra cau ol Investigation. I make it without fear )

the
of threat, force or promisc of any kind.

"] was bom and camg to the
U. S. in in P

an
- 1 firs! slw_. o
and first joined a wnion in Springfield, . inﬂ

svlvania
I bcecane a member of Unitod Minc Workers of America,

when

"] startcd working in Mtine 'B' in Springficld in about
and when the UK/ local twrmned and started with the Pro-
gressive Mine Workers of armcrica in 1932, I became PHA. -

nBctween 1932 and 1937 neither the line fB' company noT
the U6/ tried to make me change back to UL, I liked the PMA and
7 d&id not think thoy were crooked, But I was afraid the UM
vas crooked. .

[
7 2
l:.‘ A
W

2

®*] rcmember the bombing cases and I donft think the men
who wcre convicted got a fair trial, I think John L. Lewis
sent in a lot of witnesses,

vl Y

NI

#During the time between 1936 and 1937 some of the mon

- 4n Pidh were trying to get us to go over to UM, They were
Bumgarner, Bowling Grocn Bohapnon, Pasquale, Tony Plotch and
somc others I cannot romembur, These men were kicked out of

e
Pl bocause of this.

" G.,{‘"

W

nT did not go to a ¥ 4 meeting the night beforc we
wont on strike on May 12, 1937. But whcn we went on strike
our PMi leaders told me we wore striking becausc of the wage
scale. They didn't say we were striking, they said the compeny
just didn't want to pay us our back wages.
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. Re: JOI'N Lc LDJIS, ET j‘Ll

év'?c_,) bap - f :

INTER I \ITTH "] don't rcmember signing our petition of seither
the Pl. or the Ulf7 after we went out on strike, In about
ontinue Sept. 1937, the Pif, set up a picket line, or a sitdowm

strike, at liine B! for about 56 days becausc wec didn't want the T to try
to work the min2, I was there the whole time, until just before Thanksgiving,
1937, the U, S. Marshall told us we had to get out. I neter roceived

notice in Sept. of 1937 from the company to come back to work. I didntt

go back to any mine after that wntil in Hov. 1939 when I got a letter to

comc back to lfine 'B', This letter was from the company. I was on WPA

all thce time the Minc B! was clesed,

"Right after wc went out on strike in 1937, T woted in an election
which the PLL.. won over the Ulli. No one threatencd or forced me to vote
and no promiscs werc madc to me, :

n fter we went back to work in Nov. of 1939, therec would bo men
come to work for a few wecks and then leave, They weren't frorm this part
of the country and had not workod zt !Bt before, Thile they were there
they tried to talk me into Juining T£i, but thoy never hurt or threctoned
me, During this timc I heard Oscar Folcetti toll us that Mine 'B!
would be UMy and he didn't want any Pli.. During this time I saw these
Uk5/ men beat up the PHs 1zen but I can't remenmber any names except I know

was onc of the UL/ men who was fizhting. No onc ever hit ms,

mihen we had an election in about February of 1941, Bowling Green
and these other YI7 mon told me I had to vote for Ul or they would beat
mc up. I told them I would vote the way I wanted to.

"] kept on working at itine 'B' from Nov. of 1939 until Jan. of 1943,
except for about 2 rmonth and a half and in Jan. 1943 I went to work at
Panther Creek mine,

n“hen UL/ won the election in Feb. 1941 I joined Ul and was W7
uwntil Jan, 1943, when I went Pul,

"I have had this statement of four pages read to me by Agent F
and it is true and correct to tho best of my knowledge., I cannot write,

"His X lLark.
*"iitness
S

/s

Spceial agent F.B.I."
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RE1JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL.

)970 2713

INTERVIEY WITH was interviewed st his hwme,
* smw .
8«26~ peoia ents and
5 to spank or

was partiany deaf and
it wn ish well enocugh to be intervinwed advised he
Aid not howve & criminal rocorde

>+’ The following signed statenent wus otbained rran-

NS o "Springfield, Ill,
o August 28, 1945

C—

"I, Springfiecld

I1l., moke thc followirg voluntary statemunt
and whan I lmow to be Spoocinl igents of the Fedoro
Burceu of Investigation, no foroo, throats or pramises have beam

made in obtuining this statomonte

"I am unaple to undorstand Bnglish und oconnot speak Znglish
very woll, therofore, I am uncble to moke any statemente I tm mlso
nlmost doaf and find it almost impossible to undorstund English.

"I wos born in I emnigrated to the
Us 8¢ fran onm G oltizen of tho Ue Be

"I hove had this stotenont reud to no and understund what s
bean recad, this stotonont is truc ond oorreot.

™iitnossods=
Spooinl usgent, F.BlI.
Spooiul agent, FeBel." ,
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Lo Ly,

was interviewed at his home,
Springfield, Illinols,
August 28 Yy opecial Agan‘tsqal
*advined he 4id not have & or
PR owledge of English. It is not thought
¢ & good witress s he is & member of UMV,

The following signed statement war exscuted by —

“Springfield, Ill,
August 28, 1943.

uI,F ringfield,
I1l., rake the Iolloiirr voluntery stclhement to and
—whm I nuv to be Speciel Aporte of the Federal Bureau
o

Investigation, no force, threats or promises lieve been made in

.
N
N
\\
.

£

E obtaining thie staterment and I know that what 1 nmay sey mhy be used
i in & court of lmi.

Ry

3 *1 wae born in errnigrated to

] wns naturallted as a citizen of

the U, S. from
the U. S., Springlie

o
»

“I waz orployed in ¥ tho Sangomon Coel Iiine, Sprirngfield,
Il11,, at which tine I became & nanber of Ui, I was employed in the
Sanganon idne until the Fall of et which timo 1 was employed by
*4dne “BY, es the Sangomon ine stoppod operating. I have no information
concerning lfine “B" prior to tho Fall of N

®*1 have never been an officer in any uniom.

®In 1932 Scngamon Mine chonged from a UK nine to a FIA
nine et which time I became a member of FilL as majority of the employses
wished to chenge to Flli. I do not know the reason 1 changed from WN
to FIfA in 1932 ond 1 do not know the reason majority of the minors
wished to change. It did mot nake any difforonce to me what union I
was & nerbor of. I took no part in the formotion of Pl

“The managomont of iline "B* seemed to be on good relatione

with PIii between the Fall o‘nd ey 1637. Thore were no strikes
or closa=dovms during that period of time. The nanagemont did not heve

& hostilo nttitude in settling grievencos nor did the monagement express
any partiality to U.llTi,

: ®*1 considerod P!A an honest union, one that wos not being
oporated as a reckot. N¥No rcasure of coampulsion wos used to keep
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JUME L. rBNIG, ET AL

Lie boa

INTERVIE, VITH members of Flii in limes 1 took no interest in
F union affairs, During the depression PIA had
continued unusually high speciel assessments for unserployed
niners, which I did not like, but thore were no
wmmsus”ly high special assosements during the time I was enployed at

Minse “E®, I know nothing asout ths bambing oasos as I took no interest
in ther. o ' '

®puring the tine I was employed at Mine "B" UMY did not set

up & picket line nor did UV distribute any literature., No one attempted
to change me from FlA to UMT althoughm‘
Springfield, Ill., & former employes of Iline s W1 d

edvised m® I should chrare from Pl to UL as working conditions would
heve been better, I informed hinm 1 -vould do whet majority of the
niners did as I did not care whether 1 wa: YlA or UM, ’

*I never sav aiy officels of U1 with the menagement of
iline “B%.

®] do not know of any controversy of the wage scale at liine
“B* in the Spring of 1937.

%] did not mttend a F.lL neeting on the night of llay .11, 1937
and I do not know if I got notice of a meeting on that night.

*Sometine during Iy 1937 a merber of the pit coamittee told
ne that thero was going to be sore trouble as sorw nen at the nine wanted
to change fran Pi4 to Ullls 4 few days later & rember of ths pit cami-
teo advised ne that there wos to hove boen no work the next day as there
was to have been 2 strike. I was not told why there was to have boon 2
strike nor did I esk. The following dey I returned to Iline “B™ es &
picket but I did not return as a plcket any other day.

“The last day I worked et Iline ™B®™ in liay 1937 I d4id not soe
any coal cars }oaded short nor 4id 1 see any other person load coal
cars short, 1 did not know many persons at the mine as I had worked
thero only a short time, theroforo, I did not know whot wes going on
and I knew no one who would tell ne,

%] did not sign any petitions in the Sumer of 1937 and no
one threetened me in the Summer of 1937,

"y *1 obtained employrent at the Peabody lMine, $pringfield, 111,
. in Lugust 1937 and lost all interest in lfine “B", -

*In Sept. 1937madviaed re ine "E* was to open
as & U¥ mine so I returnc vork as 1 had to join ¥ when I was
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JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL

Lic  bhp

INTERVIE' \ITH enployed at the Peabody mine. Vhen I went to work
F st lline “B* 1 s&w many pickets and only a few
continue niners entered the mine as nerbers of UK to warke

I worlzed about four hours and left the mine as 1
had workzd the night before at the Peabody !%ne and oould not camplete
tho day. 1 3id not return o I“dne ¥B™ thc foilowing dey as I could
goe thet there was going <o be troubie with the oickets so I returned
to the Pesbody nines I never stterpled to work at ilne ®B* again and
took no intercst in the activities of liino "B“, therefore,-1 sm unable
to furnieh any informetion subsequent to the day I worked at liine
.Bu. Sﬁp‘ta 1827,

- it tho time of tho strike at ime “B™ in lay 1537 I was
sutisfied with P4 and rad no desire {0 change t» Wi, but I wanted to
work so I Joincd UIN 30 I oould work at th Peabcly nine.

I have had the five peges of this statenent read to me which
is trues and correct to tho best of my knovledge.

/5/ SR

:
i
x
£

Witnesseds~
Special Agent, F.B.I,
Special Ix{;en‘b, F.B.1.
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Re: JOA L. LEWIS, ET iL.
b,

o bop
» Sprirgfield,

* INTERVIEW WITH F
_’\* 0is, was ALtervieved & ois State Fair-
),‘r'i. B grounds, Springfield, by Snecial agents an
'L Awcuss Y, 1%}._

C +‘ne following signed

2rna Wouic ndss & folr yminess.
$ statement.

nspringfield, Ill.
August 31, 1943.

make the followi.g vo. untar/ State.n:znt 4
who I know to be 8necial agents of tha Taoerar oL vey !!!!5“

Mo force, threats or sromises have been made in making this statement a.nd
I know t,hat, waat I may say may be used ir a court of law.

T have been employe-
Sprinzfield, Ill. since

t ¥ine 'Br, Spriigfield,

. vas enployed at Lise 'B' in vecame a nenber of UM/ in
G- T wae armliaved a2t o anal mne in Sorirefield. T, and re-

LJDAJ e PEED wldpihbl rwbd Y B WAl Ll abd s AL hﬁ‘y‘-“’

ma-med a member of U7y until I becarme a menber of Pl in 1932 In 1632
John L. Lewris reduced tlhie siage sccle and the WU, local in Springfield,
I11. changed to Pli. I chanced to Pii. becanse majority of the U}’ members
changed,

"] was born in

nFishoff at idne 'B' was on good relatiuons with DIf/ prior to 1932,

"3etween Sept. 1932 and i3y 12, 1937 there were no strikes at
iine '3' nor did the management close-dovm lirne 'Bf, Mo one attempted
to discredit Pili to ne prior to By 12, 1937, So far as I know the manage-
ment of Line 'B' was on good relatiuis with Pla prior to lay 12, 1937,

%] thought Pl was a good wnion and an honest union, no unnusual
spec1al assessments Were made against me, I took no interest in uniom
activities,

"] took no interest in the bombing cases and can fwrnish no in-
formation abou. them.

"In about _I 7as a menber of Ui/ Pit Committee for
one year. :
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b )T D
- INTLRVIE. VWITH ndstween Sept. 1932 ard yay 12, 1937 UM/ never

set up a picket line at lMine 'B! nor did UMJ distribute
ortinue any literature at ltine 'B'. llo one attempted to convert

X, prior to ny 12, 1937 nor did 1 see or hear of anyone

ek W o T o ~ The.
eI r-m. ﬂtﬂlwr-‘a tU Ujh'.

"] never saw a Ulfi official vith the management of Mine 'B' between
1932 and ay 12, 1937.

"Tn the sprirg of 1937 I wunderstood that Pl was attempting to get
a contract with £lshoff to increase the wage scale ten cent per ton.
Neither the officials or the management of Mive 'B! made any statement to
the employees of Mi:re 'B' prior to Iky 12, 1937, so far as I know there was
not any slow dowvm about the wage scale,

"I do not know of a meeting of Y4 on the night of *ay 11, 1937.

"On Yay 12, 1937 I vork ked all da "4 and did not know of a strike.
On the morning of liay 13, 1937 1 returned to work at Mine 'B' and some-
oi;e told me that the Mine was on strike. On the morning of Yay 13, 1937 1
heard an argument between Oscar Falcetti of Jfine 'B! an”a
voard menber of Pili, about thc signing of a contract to incrcase the wage
scale, therefore, I thought the strike was over the wage scale. No one
iaforped what caused the strike, '

"I did not sign any petitions in the summer of 1937.

"Sometime in the summcr of 1937 I talked to oNDRT SCHRIIIVIOWS,

DIDIC Palaliuds, PETE O 2T-R, FhallK LUSTDY, TTY _PFLOTCH, JOHI SNANIAS,
JOfi SIRTVUT, Cd.RLES POHLMEM and J.IES LLE all of whom informed me

that they had been expelled from Piix because they were UM/, I did not
kuow the above men were expelled until they told me, 81l of whom informed
mc that I should join UM/, but they did not threaten me if I did not.

"I k.cw new Uik local 7499 was formed an the summer of 1937 but

was never approacnca concemlng Jomlng.

"In Sept, 1937 I was informed by some miners who formerly worked
at Mire 'B' thrt the mine was to open. I went to work on the morning the
rmine was to have opened, but only some U+ members were present to work,
gso I did not go irnto the mne. lo oue told me I could not work. That
day I started to picket at Wine 'B' and acted as a picket for two weeks,
only miners at Ilfine '3' acted as pickets and no one threatencd me if I
id not picket, I was not present at lline '3' when an injunction was
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Re: JOWN L. LEWIS, ET AL.
e
b 1‘940

] T i o TTH served to prevent picketing and I do not know the
attitude of PMi concerning the injunction.
ontinue

"1 did not know of o attenpt to opon 4ine 'B' in December 1937 or
Jarn. 1935.

T voted i, the M.L,R.B. election Dec. 15, 1937 for Pii. This
clection so far as I krow was a fair election. :

] received notice to report to vork at Wine '3' in Jan. 1940 and
went to work about Jan 6, 1940. I joinec UlJ in the surmer of 1940 as
I could sce mejority o) +He mirners were 30;a~ g ULy, T did not want to
Join Wi, as I wanted <o te a monber of Uik, hut I thought it necessary
to join U o in order ¢ tork at Mine 'S' as ldne Y3? was to become a UMW
mine, Betwecen Jan. 1640 and the summer of 1940 numerous miners at lline 'B?
zsked me to join Ul bl no one threatened me. I heard that sonmc miners were
threatened and bezten if they did Lot join UN., but no one threatened or
beat me,

"Ietween Jan, 1940 and Few, 21, 1941 the management of Mine 'Bf did
not irdicate in any way they were in favor of UUW.

"I voted in the ILRB election of Feb, 21, 1941 for Pli, this elec-
tion wis z fair election and thore was no violence or tarsats at “the time
of the election.

nT worked at line *3' wntil Qct. 6, 1942 at which time I stopped

work because of bad air in the mine. I vas always treated fair at lfine 'BY,
I have had the six pages of this statement read to me and it is true and

correct to the best of my knowledge. )y,
S-

r.itnessed: -

/s/ —- Sp. Jsgtc F-BoI."Springficld’ Ill'
/5/ — Special .gent F,B.I.*
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JOEN L. LEWIS, ET AL. b?o

1D

INTERVIEY WITH W v« intorviewed et his residence on August

28, 1943 by Speciul Agents and

4 L8 pringfield,

- I1lincis in Be resicdas a Springfield, and

- hes tel:v:ore numbor Be hag o &m- L ¢xing businoss which he
operotor Jrom hir home. understonds urd speaks English without
diffioulsy and inticuies ho would be o willing witness. He is of average
intelligence and informs he has no oriminnl records

Tho following signed stetoment wes obteined fram —

"Springfisld, Illa.
- August 26, 1943

B L
1,
the following vo

uwntury stotement
be Jpecial age

n
Ly imeed Panys of +
iV Ly LSl (S8 L5

I joined iro Unitod Mine Workors in Springfiold, Ill.,
end remoined & MY mon until 1922 whon the Propressive Mine Wo

» [
formed 4in Sept. of 1932, I sutamitically beoume o member of PMae.
not foroed or ooveroed in any way to join FMA and I woanted to Join
PMA ot that time.

I we.e

"] sturted work i 1934 ok & P mn und worked
until }925 whon 1 went %o

—Tﬁw not worked et Mine "B” sinco.

"While working in Mine "B" during 1954 and 1935, I notioced no
threats, coeroion, force vidlonoe or favoritism of any kind shown by the
company to either the UMV or tho PMa.

e ™Then I returned to Mine "3" an FI went in as &
- Plie During the timo thot followed until cbout spril of 1940, the
TMH tried sovornl times o get me 4o join the UMHs A fellow nemod NN

i

— who wos 8 drivor ond & WMV tolked to me several times in an
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(ecntinued)

effort to get me to ohange to U.i/. He never used any foroe or threats \\
on me. During this time several of the FMa boys were Deat up,.umne of them ;.
was Durin;; the entire time I was & member of the Pa I '
neve orookedneas on the pert of the PHMA officiels and I never
not1caj any of the fellows who thought the PMA was a racket. Ve all felt
the FW. w5 & good wnicns I never had a-y Jeelinge against the MW umtil
iS3% when they sva~ed using thug practicss- Buvt I mever moticsd &ny

labor stools or spies for UM{ at the mine while PMA had the majority.

™o one ever tried to get me to oams back to the mines fram the
time I quit in{j wtil I returned in 1939.

of Mine "B" never bothcrad mes But “aotwuen of 1989 anc April of
1940 I notiood that +ho sompany would not hi y one unless he wes &
TMY men and hed © losScr from the WMJ heudquarturs or woro & woll kmown
UM7 man. But I oanno’ romonber the noamee ¢ any of these mone During
this time I notioed the company, thru Faloetti, would give the good roome
to the TMT man and give the P'4A mon the pooor roomse I alsc noticed the
BA men would be givon no consideration in regard to griovances &

othor things, but the UM¥.men would be givon pretty muoh considerntione.

"I heve dmcovn the Faloettis mince !\und the munagement

"During tho winter of 1220 I saw hoso ntme I oarmot
remomber, ond o PdA get beat up by & ehock wayman who was helpod by
several other W% men, but I cunnot remombor any of their namos. The
fight wus over the weighing of & osre. There wero twoc check .'f%
in this tipple -~ and the Fida men thought it wis wrong thot the s
should have & check wayman there boosuse the sampany hud no oontract
with the WM,

"In I wanted to go baok to Mine "B" but I knew
T would have to join UMY to got o job so I jJoined W}F_

"I huve read this stotoment of four pages inoluding this poge
and state it is true and correct to the bost of my knowledge.

3

"Hitnessos

5 oinl Agent, F.Bel.
W Srecicl agent, FeBei.”

. f“:"]
YRy

LT
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.+ INTERVIEN WI
NI
N

f; e L7
m Bpringe
field, Illinoim, was dnterviewed a s place of
e ont , Springfisld, 111%
by Spenial hgen‘cﬂ and Ayguss 50, 1943.
etatec @ does not neve & rrirunel reco would not make & good

e e eem o am

witness cs he is 013 and vary VAgue in

wSprinsfield, Ille,
August 30, 1943,

-1, zinefiold, IlL.,
make the following voluntary statement ¢ an whan
1 know to be Spocial 4gcats of the Tedorui Bureau ol Investigation. No

foroo, throtts or promiscs have beos m.ds in obtoining this statement and
I know that whot I mey say mcy be used iun & cou: of low,

hol e in I om now employoed
by ringfiold, Ill.

"I joines the U.L¥W. iz chout WJct which timo I was a conl miner:
I romeindod o momber of UMY untii 1932, I was omployod ot Mino "BY Spring-
£i51d, I71. in 1930, 1In 1932 UiV stclo votos cast in Springfield, Ill. oon-
oorning the wage seale in coal mincs for that rccson I joined FEA, whon 1t
wizs formod in 1932. I took po botivo part in the formation of FMA.

*In about ? wos ¢ committooman in UMY for ono yoor, . I hawo
nover boon an officer any union sinoe that timo, ) '

®Bctroon 1930 and 1932 tho manegonont of Mino WB™ soamod to have
boon on good relations with UM, .

"Batwoon Sopte 1932 nnd April 1937 ¥ino “B* did not go on any
strikos and tho managamont did not closo Mino “B® down. Elshoff ond Foloetti
soomad to havo boon or good rclations with PMA until Moy 1937, tho manogo-
mont vios not hostile in tholr ottitude in sottling gricvancess

*I nlways bolicvod PMA was oporated as en honost urion and not as
a rackot, thore wero no unusual spocinl nssessmonts. I todk no intorost in
union effairs. I tock no intoroet in the bombing coscs and can furnish me
informotion concerning the oascs,

*Botvoen Sopt. 1932 ond May 12, 1937 M nover sot up o pickot 1in-
ot mino "B* and I do not rembor UMW distributing any litorature at line "B%.
I &id not know of any nllogod UMV spios working ot Mine “BY prior to May 12,
1937 nor did anyone attampt to convort mo fron PHA to Wl prior to My 12,
1537,

~g yaprmng- ——ny o e T ———— o T
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RE: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL L?c_, ‘5713

INTERVIEN WITE *I nevor sew tho managemont of Mino "B® with an
offieinl of UMR prior to Moy 12, 1837,
contimo
®Y know nothing of & wage oontroversy at Mime “B®
in tho Spring of 1937.

] roceived & motice in en unknown manner that thore was to have
boon o speoinl mecting of FMA on the night of Moy 11, 1837, I was not told
tho purposs of the moeting and did not attend.

®As well as I oan rerbor I hoard somewny around Moy 12, 1937, state
that sovorzl of tho minors ot [hne ™B® wero thought to havo boon spios for
M7 ond wore expelled fraw PMA. The nomes of those I lmow oro as follows:
JXTREN_SCHRELEFVIOUS, ERANK AUSTIN, TONY PLOYCE, JORN ANANIAS, BMGEY JACAWAY,
CR/RLES BOHXEON =nd JIITES HALE, I do not know wiwther thore was any dife
ficulty hoving the cbove men dischorgoed.

“On Moy 12, 1937 I warked all day, on ooming on top of the ground
I wos told that tho mine, Hine "B, wae on strike. I wos Bot told why the
mino wos or strike, I do no’ know why Mine “B™ wont on striko Moy 12, 1937,
1 did not lond ony coal ocors shart orn Moy 12, 1937 nor did I see oanyone
londing coal cars short that daye So for as I know thero was no imtent om
the port of the miners to strike Moy 12, 1937,

®I do not rombor signing any potitions in the Summer of 1057,

%] kmow nothing about tho formation of o WMV local in the summor
of 1937, '

*Scmotine in Sopte 1937, PHa hod o mooting ond decided to picket
Hino “B* which was supposo to hove oponed that day. 1 ected os s ploket
fron timo to timo, voluntarily, fran Sopte 1957 until eametime in November
1937 whon an injunction was obtainad to provent tho pickotings I was not
prosent when the injunotion wos sorveds

®*I do not rembor on attompt to open Eine "B® in Doo. 1837 or Jan.
1 938,

won Deo, 16, 1937 NIRB hold on eleotion to deotermine if Mine “B*
should hove boen MY or PMA, I voluntarily wemt to vote and voted PHA. 80
far ns I know the slootion waa fair, There was no violemos ot tho tinme of
tho election.

"1 roooived notise to roturn to work at Mina “B* about Nov. 6,

1959, I roturned o work ebout & weok laters At tho timo I roturned to
Mne ®B* to work I notioced tho results of no largoe firos although the nine
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REy» JOWN L., LEWIS, ET AL

Ll  Lap

NT i wos caved in, in mmerous places. I returned to
work as o nomber cf PliA. 1 had no understcmdin&
ccntinucd as to the wnge scale. After my return to Mine "B*

) the menapement &id not show eny favoritism townrd
UiF ner @id the mennpement mabe -nny statanents to indicate they prefered
Uk over FiA. :

"In abeut 1940“3\# ne in my roan at Mine "B and
tcld me I should join Ukiv as kine wculd scon be UM7, A tracloan the

neme cf whem 1 de not know elso told me a littls later that I should jJein
U7, In 1940 TONY FLOICH nnd JOE ALBANEST crme to my home and tcld me 1

4 ghort time later
Summe® 7 ; Y wos rnecesscry to Join UMW to work
at Mine "B" or I wculd be dischurged or bewten by members cf Ulki.

should join UMW as Hine "B" would scon be UMY, bomotime in 1940 pricr to
the time I joined UM crg morning; UM members by the nome of m

"I voted ©¥A cn Feb, 22, 1941 et the NLRB elections which election
I considored feir. Therc was no viclence nt the time of the election and 1

2id nct see anycne threctened if he did not vecte.

"I stil) fav-r THA over UM ep PMA is more democratic and I con-
sider rl{h ¢ vory honest unicn.

"I was employed at Hine "B" until — I stopped work-
inc at Mine "B" wvoluntarily. g

I havce had this six poge statement reand to me. It is true and

correct to tho best of ny knowlodro.”
/+/
WITRESSED :
- Sp. Aszt. FBI Bpringfield, Ill.
Spocial Apent, FBI
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' very cordial and was coopcrative except that his wifec who was also presont,

& e

Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL
L. bah

s WY - et ot
5 home at Springfield, Ilinois.

b ] 2t which o S——— 0 D LS s
at vhich time he exccuted a signea statemont. Be was

apprarcd to control his rcmarks which then bocane cautious and not too
pertincnt although dircet ansvers were given by him at all times.
an‘t worked at Mine B since tho ningrs struck there

15 agc he was unable to recall clearly evonts in any manner of
sequence, and it is not believed, therefore, that he Wll make a good witness.

A he SRS
L~ 3 VJ

N, - TTnedme odanad stndamomd vran vk
ALV AU dAdA-S 'I-L‘-lis D.I.E‘ILUU QU UWLEII W Tl o bd U

3

*Springfield, Ill.
Aapust 28, 1943

ment 1o Speci:z ents and No pro-
mises or thrcats were piven 1o cause ne to nake this statement.

. 0 0000000 ]
®7 reside ot

"I d> voluntarily moke the followinp signed state-

was born

1T gtartcd working at Mine B lonp before Mr. Carl H, Elshoff
evor took it over. Before I ever started at Mine B T belonged to the
United Mine Workers of America, and remained o menber until Mine B all
Joined up with the Proprressive Miners of Anerdica, I don't know why the
now Prorressive Union was formed and have no knowledge of what caused
the strile at Mine B in 1937, Disagreement of some kind I supposs.

"] personally never had any trouble at the mine either with tre
Union or with the minc officials. No one ever threcatened me or forced
ne to join onc union or the other, and I don't recall ever having signed
any petitions showing that I was for either of the wnions,

tAfter the strike in 1937 I never went back to work at Mine B
because I wis getting old and didn't think I couldwrk in the mincs any
more. I took no part in the picketing or union activities at Mine B,

“I recall voting in one elsction held by some government azency_
I bzlieve I think the Prosressives won out in that election but dontt
remenbor The tally. .

*1 have never held an office in cither union and very seldon
attended wnion mectings. I am no hand to talk and didn't take part in
union argument s. o

"Right now 4if I could work I would rather work under the Progreass-
iw Union. ’ '




®The above statement consisting of about 3/& pﬂge typa-

written_was read ¢5 me by agent
arc true tc the best of oY knowle ce an do heroby

simn wy nanca. e

Titnessed: N o .

Spesizl Arent, F. B 1. Springfield, m. S
Spcci:l Agent, F- 5.I. Springfield Ill." -
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| RE: XEW L. LBTIS, ET AL ” ‘49}7 <
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ecuted by each, Bpecie.l -lgenta
conducted the interviews and it is believed K

“meke a good witness inesmuch as he does not reed; —m-m Bng- .
lish very well, and although he understcndc and speaks “he cannot -

reed or write it. He has been a maturalized citiren sin he ving been .
born He apperred to be definitely in fawor of the and &1s- -
Ple showingz his membership in such union in and was very
proud of this eanblam. He wes very codperative in every wma was at mo -
time hostile to the interview, He had difficulty in remembering dates amd -~ -
events and frankly admitted that he wos never too concerned over the oom= . ~ 7
troversies inemmuch as he was more interested in meking a living for hil R
femily., He is presently amployed at Aine ®B®,.

wno ailded Agents dy acting as an interpreter for

his father, wes also very cooperntive tut repiatedly pointed out that he had

AN

follewod tho advico of his frt.aer ir. all of the disputes enmd steted that his
information wus hecrscy. He is e native born anmd reads and spesks both Eng-
1ish and He experienced difficulty in recalling certain events in
their proper £6Guence or ex=ctness except that he worked at Mine "B" for 30

months after it opened under an open shoE aﬁrement‘ but hes since left this
kind of work to teke employment with T where
be is presently employed. '

The following is the sizned stetement o- SRR

“8pringfield; Illinois
August 29, 1943,

- - do voluntarily givo the !‘ollmring signed state-
zat ta who have mrde themselves kmown -
W of Investigation. ¥o threats =~

nr promises have been mde to cause me to mke this statement. -

I presently reside at
1lincis. wes naturalized at Spring. -
Ily neturelization certificate number il - --j~~ poe

of "Americe inqn_ Coal city,
off amd on, and zm st{ll em-
ership in UMKAA while at Mine B

‘»“

- — "
xJinu‘.': the Unit ine

I1l. T have been working et liina B since
ployed there es a digger. I ocontinued my m
wntil 1932 when 1 joined the Progresaive Mine Workers of America. Idon't .

.l O ers

- azs PP

e S v "“‘ e 4 BN :
TR e, e T gy
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RE: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET 4L L
oM
INTERVIEWS WITH reed English or speek very well and only went to
end meeting when 1 hed %o end s0 I don't know why the
Progressives started. I don't know why the strike
continued started in 1937 and don't know anyihing ebout the

reiaticns between Kr. Flghoff and the union officials.
I don't imow anything cbout a FiY aeeting on the night before the strike but
did herr somsthing arout o few men wanting to go back to UNA,.

"] remember signing some petitions but don't know how many or who
I signed for on all of them. I believa I sigred for UMHA once. I didn't
tcke eny purt in the riskeving or activities becausc wy wife was sick at the
time and I stuyed home *c take sare cf her. I wus on VWPA mocrt of the time.
I remember voting for she Frogressiwes in the first eloction in 1937. At
the Becond election T ve'ed for UMWi. No one forced me Sc vote = ell I was
interested in was working, &8s 1 wontad to eat ond teke care of my fomily.

"The abgye rictement wor rand to me by #gent in the
presence of =my soh cnd it is true to the best of my memory."

/-/
Sreciel Agt., FBI, Springfield, Ill.: )
Speciel hgent, F3i, Springfield, Ili. :

The following im the signed statement of (| NNNEEEN

"Springfield, Ill.
August 29, 1943,

"1 voluntarily give the following signed
strtement to Special Agents and of the
Federal Bureeu of Investigction. No threats or promises of any k have

been mzde to cause me to mele thia stetement.,

WITNESSED :

presently reside ct
presently employed n

£ "I first joined the United Mine Workers of America in
ro working for the Peabody Kine Co. I started working for Kine B just before
; Christmas in the some yesr., I retained my UMWA membership until 1932 when
I joined the Progressive Mine llorkers of hAmerica along with sll the other
minsrs at Mine B, I switched back to UMWNA after the second election in 1941,
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RE: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL 2¢3/]c‘_'_/

o 70D
INTERVIBVS WITH "Both the UMAA and the PMA unions got along with

and Mr, Eishoff so far as I know. The theft of the
bollots on the wuge scale was the reason for the
continued new Progressive union so far as I heard the men

- talking. I hod only been in the mine a little over
e yecr and wosn't very interested in unions, Hy father and I worked to-
gether much of the time and noturclly we didn't talk about the union situ-
ation very much. Thc Progrossive Union scamoed clright to me and I was trsated
the sime by both unions, I didn't attond very many meetings and never held
an officc in either union.

REAE T 7V

"I didn't nttond any mecting the night beforo the strike, but 1
do recsll hearing somz of the men say thut a few fellows were "on the earpet®
for being spies. 1 Co remamber that the dey of the strike the men were
supposed to be locding small cors - I don't remember whother I londed mmall
cars or not, I didn‘t know anything cbout the strike until I wns cslle
to the surfuce. 1 éiénit stick around but drove hame almost at once. 1
took pert in the picketing about half of the time. I personally nevor saw
any force used or trouble et the mine during the picketing. I have no know-
ledge of eny attempts tc open the mine during the picketing. I don't know
enything about eny nttempts to reopen the mine. Heard that they tried to
operate it but that thero wnsn't enough of tham or samething.

"I remember sipning petitions both for Progressives end later after
the mine reopened for the United Mine workors. I signed as 1 did not because
of fear or force but beccuse the goneral trlk ecch time was that most of the
men were geing to vote Progrossive the first time nnd UMAA the second time.

"I voted in both of the NLRB eloctions nnd switched my vote. The
first time I wvoted for the Progressives and the second time 1 voted for the
United Mine Workers. I woted just the way I félt like. No one told me how
to vote or used any force against me., However, 1 heard othérs say men were
going eround electioncering- those mon were from both sides, Just like any
crdinnry clection.

"sfter I stertod back at Mine B under the "open shop" I wasn't pay-
ing dues to anycno. Whon I rojoined I joinod up with the UMWA bocause my
father fevored thut group and signed up bofcre I dide I rejoinod UMWA be-
fore the clction. No mamber of either unicn threntoned me to goet me to jJoin
their side.

"I have read the cbove and it is true to the best of my kmowledge.*

; UL
nl Agent, FBI, Springfiold, 111, -
5 gCL,
pocial Agent, F.B.I., Bpringfiold, Ill,
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Re: JOHN L., LEWIS, ET AL

v,

_ was intcrviewed on August 28, 1943, et his
home by Spocial Agents —and

Hc wos coopirative 2né expressad o will!ngnoss !o !es!!!.

if this caso comes to trial. speaks in a vory low voice, ond it

38 not believod thot he would mnko an effective witness. Ho clalmed ©o
no crinminzl record. :

The followingz is a signed statoment obtained from—

Sy .
August <8, 1943

"1, make the following stotement freely and

voluntarily ta‘“ and mw‘no have identifiocd
thomsclves to me a5 opccitl agents o e eau of Investization.

INTERVIE U <ITH

Fc threats or promises hove beoen mzde to me to obtoin this statomont.

"] first joined & union whoen I worked in the mincs ot
This was the United Mine Vorkers union., 1 stayed in the U.Ma..
until 1932 vhen I joinad the Progrossive Minc Tiorkers of America, 1 rejoincd

the United L'ine jorkers somo time Tate THIDZ0 or corly in 1941, While I
have been in these unions, I never held an office, ' _

*1 gtarted to work at ¥ine B, Springfield, Ill., in - 1 had no
part in the formation of the Progressive MNinc .orkore of Amorice, but 1
joined the P.M,A. when it was organizod because I wantod to bo with the
nz jority of the miners et Minc B who favored the P.lli. I, es well as the
other miners, felt that that the U,M... wae docking its members tno much
without showing the members what they werc getting for their money,. Aafter
I joincéd the F,M.A,, that union always explained why they docked us, and they

did not dock us very much,

~ "In the period from 1932 until tho strike at liine B in 1937, thore
was no troubloc at the mine to my knowledge. I don't romomber anmy strikes
or shut-dovns during this time. I con't remember any efforts on the part of
the mine managcmont to influvncc tho mincrs about thoir union. Ko membars
of the UM.7. asked me to join this unisn during this time, :

"411 during the period from 1932 to 1937 I liked the P.M.A, union
vory much, I alwoys thought that the leaders of the P.H.s, were trying to

help the members. I attended a few mcetings of the P.l.A., and I could
hoavs spoken it amy omo of thom if I had wantoed to spoak. At the meetings

e




Re: JOIN L, LE 1S, ET 4L

L7«  Lap

INTERVIET TITH none of the lcaders of P.M.A. ever attempted to compel the
mombors to do anything. Another reason I liked the P.M.A.
continuad better than thoe U,M.W. was that the P.M.A, did not fine
the membors for failing to ettend meetings, but the U.N.W.
- ¢id fine tho mcmbers 50¢ for each moeting missed. I don't recall that there
vore any extra asscssments by the F.K.A. during this time. I don't remember
if any U.M.., men tried to persuade me to join the U.M.W. during this time,
and I don't romember if I roccived any literature from the 0.,

"In the oarly pert of 1937 whon it came time for P.N.A, to got a
new contract with Minc B, the miners in P.M.A. felt thet their union would
get a5 good & wage scclc &s the U.M.W. could get, After the P.M.A, obtaimed
o temporary agreoment with Flshoff, the P.M.A. lcaders told us that they
had obtained a temporary agreement and thot Elshoff hed azreed to pay the
back pay of the F.M.4A, mincrs when the pcrmanent contract was eigned,

" recal th2t in 1937 bofore the strike dip May, mon known to mo as
Andy Schr C_gxﬂgyﬁ Dominic Pasguele, and Joo“werotrying to get members for
the U.lt .. They wero telling all the miners in Mine B that they should not
yorl for P,OLA, until thzot union zot a contract with Mine B, They also said
thot if they turned over to UK, .., U.M.JV. could get & contract with Mine B
right avay. I don't reecall thet the monagement made any comment at this
time which would incicatc th=t they nreferrcd the U.M.5, I don't recall that
the F.Y.A. officials gove ony explaration for thoir gotting only temporary
contrzet with iline B. :

"pofore the strike om May 12, 1937, I heard from woight
checker for P.M,.4. ot Line B, thit there was €2 be a special mee of
P.¥.A. on the night of Yoy 11, 1937, I did not go to the wmeoting, and I

don't ¥nyw if all the members of P.M.. werc invited to this meeting, I
don't knsw why the meeting was called or what wae discussed et the meeting,

" hen I went to work or the morning of May 12, 19%7, I first learned
of the strike. Xo one told me that I could not go into ths mine, but I
went t- the wash house to get my clothes and tools. I recall thnt 1 stayed
on the road neor the mine thzxt day end did not .go into the mine to work,
I don't remomber if anything was said about wages at this time, but I do
remember that everyonc was scying that the strike would be settled iIn m
fow days, 1 don't recall heering anything about why the strike was called,

*Prior to the strike I knew that% waight checker, hnd
claimed that the scales at }ine B were not we ccurctely, ond that
he intended to5 coll the Stzte Scale committee to check the ecales at Mine
B. I don't know if the scales were checked.
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL

Ll b0

INTERVIE - "Shortly after the strike startod I recall that I signed &
petition for P,M,A. I signed this petition because I
continued) felt that F.,M.,A. was & better union thap U.M.7. I don’'t

‘remomber if any reason was given for the petition which
I sizned voluntarily. I don't recall any other petitdons being circulated
at this time,

®Suring the swmer of 1937 I worked on & farm, and I don't remember
receiving any nctices of any attompts to open Mine B. In the fall of 1937
I went on the picket line at Mine B. for P.L.A, on several ocoasions. The
purpose of the picket was to ¥oep out U.M.T. men. P.M.A. men could mot
have worked if they had wanted to becausc Elshoff would not let them.

"Fron ‘ T loerned of the Yational Labor Relations Board

election in December 1837. I heard thot thoe election was baing held so
that the miners couléd vote for the union they wanted so that tho minc could
then reopen, I voted for the F.MN.A. in this election which was held in the
State arsenal in Sprirngrizid, Ill,, ond voted for P.M.A, because I felt that

J.A. was the better union. I think that the majority of the miners at this
time favored the P.M,A. becouse they always talked in favor of P.M.A, 1
think that the election was fair and square. I was not compelled to go to
the election, and I was able to vote a5 I wanted.

"During the perisd from Foverbor 1939 to February 1941, I recall
thatfKlotch (Boumgartner) tried to persuade me at Mine B to join U.M.W.
This man haé boen strong for P.M.A, in 1937, I don't know why he turned
to U.M. . ., but I heard thzt ho wae paid by U.M,’. I don't remember exactly
when he came to me, but I do rec2ll that he said that P.M.A, had no controct
with Mine B, and that if I wanted to work at Mine I ought to sign up with
UM,

®] think it was somc timo in Decembor 1940 that 1 joined the U.M,T,
Onc_aftornoon three men came to my room in Mine B. One of them was known
as_ and another was known as M Thesc men were not regular
employeos 2t line B, I, together with o tiners, felt thot they had

been brought to the mine by the U.M.7. to help organize for that union. As
I rocall, said that I esuld not work the next day unless 1 signed

up with UM, ! !'Jlml ¢d U, K., . because I wanted to keep on working.

don't remember the exact date, but I remermber seolng give

L]
q a beating in tho blacksmith shop at Line B. I don't know what
caused the fight, but I heerd that tried to persuade to Jjoin
zave o obeating to an Auvburn, e men by
o ¢lean up the slate in his room. I don't

U.M.. . I nlsgo hoard thot !
the namo o for failing
¥mow if ried to persmde- to join U.M.W.

- 331 ~

- i s o ma b te o o g d Tty Sy —




g

s

¢ - -0

Re: JOHN L, LECIS, IT AL b 7Q/
© 7D

INTERVIEY WITH  "After joining the U.M.W., I voted in the election held in
February 1941, Althought I was a member of the U.M.W. at
sntinue this time, I voted for P.M.A. because 1 thought it was &
better yaisn, 1 remember that Klotch told me about this

LA L o ar o3 L _ 4 oA _ "W Lo &L __ 4

N ko C T LT I I e T R A
eloecLlion, DUV Ng did 0O weil me NOW LD VOLG,

FThis statementrhmhz been read to me by* and
I state tht is true to the best of my kmowledge end recolldetion,

| ——

MYitnesses:
| 0 0 TS

{sigred)
sizned)
Special iLzents F.E.I.

"Springficld, I11.7
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL l&-?C/ .
f b1D
. IJNTERVIEWG WITH was interviewed at his home OD*
‘ — n I1linois, on the afternoon of Augus ,
) 194 special Agents and
a— ..
Do i vl . was at Mine "B" froo i unti e 8§ on May 12,
1937, Ee s presently bedridden. Pwould not make & good witness,
due to an extremely heavy accent. 18 ertremely difficult to understand,

and he has dilficulty in understanding questicns put to him, DBecause of this
g signed statement was not obtained.

qwas not particularly interested in the affairs of the
Union, prior to the date of the strik: onm May 12, 1937. BHe did not attend
union meetings regulerly. and did nct ¥now of the cesuse of the rtrike. He
did not know that there waB to be a sirike until it was called. BHe spent
some time &t the mine property during the sit dowa. He voted in the electien
in December, 1937, and was nct molested in amy way., He has alwaye been
satisfied with the »U aid never wanted to change. He still considers him—
self as a’PAW,

is still boariddeXr.
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' a signed statement,

RE: JOEN L. LEWIS, ET AL jg") o
L1D

INTERVIEW WITE was interviewed at his home,
ringfield, Illinois Bpecial Agents :
: and at which time he executed

appeared to be quite cooperative and mentioned at the
outset of the interview thet he was cognizant of the purpose of same. He
speaks anC writes English, and appeared to Lave an average education. He
should make & satisfactory witness except that his ikmowledge of pertinent
facts is limited due to his working on the night shift at all times. He dem-
onstrated an animosity for and and repeatedly
stated that the rank and fije ¢ e miners did no what it was all a-
bout {refering to the union controversies). He is presently working at Mine
"B"  and considers OSCAR FALCETTI es his yersonal friend.

.-"—'"
The following is the signed stetement of_

, "Springfield, Ill.
August 28, 1943.

s do make the following vdluntary statement teo
Bpecial Agents arﬂq of the Federal Buresu
of Investigation. No threats or promlses of any have been made to get

me to make this statement.

"I ide at 8pringfield, Illinois and was born
at -

®The first union I ever joined was the United Mine Workers of Amer-
jca when I was just a kid working et the 014 North Mine out north of Spring-
field. I remained in that union until I joined the Progressive Mine Workers
of Americe while working at Mine ™B" in 1932. I never held any officea.in
either union.

“Prior to 1932 so far as I know the relations between Elshoff and
the UMWA were fine. :

"The Progressives star ecause the UMWA atole the election end
beceuse a number of men like and a few others wanted offices
and figured that they could ge ey formed a new union.

*Towards the last, that is before the strike in May of 1937 there
was considerable trouble between Elshoff and the Progressives represented
by I should mention that ever since I was employed at Mine "B"
about 1930 I have worked nights, as mine examiner, and most of my informa-
tion is not first hand but cames from hearsay. To my knowledge there were
no strikes or close downs or attempts by the management to discredit the
Progressives before the strike in May of 1937,
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RE: JOEN L. LEWIS, ET A L’?C_/-

k21D

INTERVIEW WITH "Because I worked nights, I never attended eny Progressive ,
m Union meetings and have no knowledge of the relations Dbe-
continue tween the Progressive officials sand the FMA membership.
Night men were exempt from union meetings.

"Never heard or sew enything of eny alleged union spies or was
spproached by anyon:s to change my union affiiiations before the strike.

"My only knowledge of the waze scale controversy in the Bpring
of 1927 was whet I saw in the papers, I rever knew of any meeting held
on the night of My 11, 1937 at which any members were expelled. The first
I knew of the strike was when I reported Jor work on the afternoon of May 12,

"I have no knnwledge or memory of ever signing any petition show-
ing preference for either the FiA or the UMiA.

"During the time the FMA was picketing the mine in 1937 I spent
about two weeks out there off and on. After a while I went over to the Pan-
ther Creek #2 mine where I worked until Mineg B started up sgain. I reteined
my PNA membership over at Panther Craek!#2 - securing a transfer,

"hen 1 returned to Mine B it wee working under en "open shop"
agreement. But after working s while I saw that all the men were joining
UMRA and I decided that I might es well get on the bandwaggon to save my
job. I didn't care which union I worked for_ all T wanted was to work
and didn't care who I paid dues to. -

"1 heard that the mine wes going to reopen in the fall of 1937
but I was working already at Fanther Creek #2 and didn't bother to go out.

*I remember the election held in the fall of 1937 (which the agents
tell me was on December 15) I voted in that election and thought that it
was conducted feirly and squerely. I remember that the United Miners got
only 25 votes end I believe that represented the foeling on unions at the
mine at the time., However, I don't think that most of the miners knew what
the election was all about,

°I also remember the second National Lebor Relations Board elec-
tion early in 1941. I also voted in this election and believe that it was
elso conducted on the square, :

ST ' ®I don't care who knows how I voted. The firat time I voted for
‘ PXA and the second time I voted for UMMA.

"I wes never at eny time intimidated, threatened or cosrced by
either union at any time during all these years.
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INTERV ISl P "I am still employed at Mine B working nights ae & mine

exsminer, o ——
continued)

®If I had a free choice of unions I would choose the UMWA
beceuse I feel that it ie & resl organization.

“The above page and one half have been read to me by Agent-
and the same are true to the best of my knowledge.”

/s /R
T
FITNESSED ;

- mial agent, F.B.I., Springfield, Il1. ‘

— Bpecial hAgent, F.B.I., Bprlngfleld I11,
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RE: JOHN L. LBWIS, BT AL __
o'

: LD
— INTERVIBi WITH 'was interviewsd at his home,-
AR ""}'i.!‘.gfi“"‘ INN1inois by Brnarial Arents

U - Ragost— = mduitind i &
end # 1s of slight
build and very nervous. eld bae ormation for fear ol retaliation )
by UMWA membera, incsmuch ce he wes budly beaten by them during the labor \
trouble. His wife often interrupted him and gave information that he at- ;‘,.L'
tempted to hide. For this reamson it is not felt that he would make a good, *

witness,

= The following signed statement was given by—

"8pringfield, Ill.
August 51, 1943,

_'I,_, do woluntarily mnke the following signed state-
ments to mam} Bpecinl Agents of the
Federzl Burecu ol investigztion. Ko ents or promizes of any kind huve

besn mede to couse me to make this stotement.

N [ a ar L Y
4d WiLF DOrn L% My presony resl-

dence is pringfield, lil.

"I started working at Mine "B" on Hjoining the Unitsd
Mine Workers of Americe nt thot time. I sterted as & rt picher" and cm

presently employed at Mine "B" as a ear blocker.,

"Between and 1932 the UMIA end the mine monagement got along
fine, In 1932 the mine turned Progressive Mine ‘Jorkers of Americc and 1
joined up with them. ©c fer as I know the theft of votes on wages wus what
started the new Progressive Union. ZHelations between Mr. ELSHOFF end the
Progressives seamed alright to me until the contract troubles in 1937 when
the cld contract expired the Progressives & Mr. ELSHOFF couldn't seem to get
together. 1 don't lmow whose feult it wes.

"I ncver attended cny Progressive meeting the‘night before the
strike and I never heard any of the men talking about 5 of the Progressives
being expelled for being spies.

"The first I knew about the strike in May of 1937 wns when I heard
the men trlking ebout it ebout noon end the strike was celled that aftermoon,
troudble.

"During the picketing of the mine by the Progresaives in the fnll
of 1937 I wns out there occassionally et nights on picket duty. I spent nbout

F - -557 -
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RE: JOHN L. LE418, ET AL

L) e LD

INTERVIEW WITH % nights a week on picket duty. During this period I

— never saw any violence by either union nor witnessed aoy -
{continued) destruction of property.

*I wrs at the mine on one occasgion, I believe it was in Bepl of
19357 when 13 UXTA men tried to open the mine. There were between 200-3(0
Progressives there picketing, but 1 never witnessed any viclence or throat..
The opening 4idn't succeed =2 more men were necessary for operation. The
Progressives wouldn't work with UMAA and as I understand it the 13 UM and
300 P¥YA members represented the men s actual feelings on union membership
at that time. .

*I remember voting in the NLRB election in December 1937, I though'
thet it wae an honest and fair election. I recall that UMéA received only
25 votes, and belisve that et that time the groet majority of the men at Miue
B favored the Progressivee ae shown by the great majority the had in thls
election.

*I can only explein the feilure of the Progressives to sign a con-
tract with Mr, ELSHOFF during the 2} years that we were out on strike to tne
fact that Mr, ELSHOFF didn't seem to care to deal with the Progressives tut
preferred the United Mine “orkers. I recall a canversation with Mr. ELSEO™
woy beck in Moreh of 1932 during which he azid that JOEN Lo« LEVIB was o w=, ¢
good friend of his. During the same conversation he said that —
didn't want to work and was just looking for an easy job.

“dhen I went beck to Mine B about the firet of 1940 I wus still -
member of the Progressive Union, although the mine was working under an op=.
shop egreament, On Jan_ 25, 1940 a UMAA orgenizer ceme vo
me and osked me to join UliiA. He filled out the application and Z signed
it, becouse I thought that the majority wus going thnt wey. No force or
violence of any kind wus used on me. I got sick, however, and was unsble tc
attend the initiction and the next morning while I wns changing clothes in
the wzsh roam I was hit on the temple, kmocked over & bench, and kicked while
1 wes down by UMSA men., I didn't see my essailonts but know thot I wes beaten
for not showing up ot the UMiA meeting. I only sow one other beating at the
mine and didn't hang around to see who the parties to it were.

®*T voted in the 2nd ELRB election in the Bpring of 1941. This elsc-
tion wns held fairly & agquarely in my opinion. The mnjority wns for UM.A nnd
108 for Progressives.

"Very shortly after the above election Mr., ELEHOFF and UM:A officialr

reached an agrosment opd thore has been no recl trouble at the mine since that
date. h
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INTERVIEW WITE "I heve nd knowledge of any financial dealings between
JOHN L. LEVIS or the UMIA end Mr, ELBHOFF and never heard

{continued) any tolk to that effeot.
®] don't core who know = 1 voted for PMA in both ELRB eleciicrs.

%1 have reed the sbove 3 3/4 pages of statements made by me ond
they are true to the best of my knowledge."

// —

TITNESS ¢

SR ;1 Spocict Agent Springfield, I1.
eclal Apent, 8 sfield, I17,

e
’ Pl in LOAU gy miw
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 RE: JOHN L. LEFIS

. INTERVIEV JITH ~s interviewed at the heme whith he owns,
Y 1ocotec ot Bpringfield, Illinois,
- on the afte 3 Fus 48, by Special Arenta

oot end wns born at
. e mines for yeors.
v © cr more before 1932 until Jenuary 1 Be is

now employed at Fenther Creek Mine No. 5.

is considered by interviewing hgents &8s & good potential
witness. is confused es to the sequence of detnils which he recalls. His
interest wos passive for several years between 1932 and 1939 end he does not
rectl]l ewents occurring in that time clearly. He recclls, clearly, however,
events surrounding the est~blishment of the rrogressive Mine Workers in 1932,

3 the events uccurring et Mine “B" in 1939 and 1940 when he wrz being
ebusad there. He is quite apt to confuse the things which happened in 1832,
with those which happened in 1939 nnd 1940. Eventes occurring in between
those dutes evidently 2id not greatly ccncern him, and he eannct recall them
ﬁﬂdly.mia vindictive arninst JOFN L. LE/IS, and OSCAR FALCBITI.
He would be a stubborn witness nn? would not be ensily confused on cross ex-
aminatirn except ca to sequence and dates of events. He makes a falr ape
penrance, has good comnmand of the English language, and ocon express hinself
clearly, He would be ozsily understood. HE pave informotion set forth in
the following sisned stntement:

"Soringfield, Ill.
aupust 31, 1943

ot ¥ nane is I moke the following stetement to
, who hnve identified themselves
c me paci'-.l Apents of the Federn Bureau of Inveutlgution. Ro pronm-

ises, threats, or considerntion of any kind has been made to ne'to get ne
to mnke this strtement, It is true ond accurcte. I mm wnling. if necesstr
to go to court and repeat any part of this stntement.

*I have been in the nines for .yenrs. I first went to kine B .
ebout 1928 or 1929. I do not reecsll exacly when it was, but I wns at Mine
B when ths Frogressive lidns Workers of Aoerién was orgnnized, I was on the
plckot 1ine when we struck to make the compeny accept “the AN of & end got
eway from JOHN L. LEVIE nnd the United #line ‘iorkers. 4t the time I was pick-
eting there &n 1932 I henrd JORN SCHNEIDER talking with OSCik FALCETTI. PFAL
. CETTI would not hire the men who hnd been fired before the strike, and said
L something about not being cble to keep his_job if he could. I always thoush
since then that FALCETTI did not like the frogrossive llino Wiorkers of haeric

g *I1 wos never an officer in mny labor union, I dld not o to the
4 nestings of the unicns yery often, I remember the dey that the ntru:a st
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RE: JOEN L. LE.I8 ,
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INTERVIET WITH in 1937, I &o nct remember if I wes ot the meeting of the
union the dny before the strike. I remember that I was
. {continue locding smell cars of coal that day, but I sammot remember
why*it wos that I was londing than smell, I was not told
to loed them mmnll, Bomething happened thnt made me see thet I should loed
them smell, It was something that the company did, but I do not recall wmt
it wns. After the strike wns called, I do not remember exsctly what it was
that did heppen. I know thnt one day they tried to open the mine. I was
out there. There were about 10 men who went down into the mine with OS8CAR
FALCETTI. After a short time they al)l came up. We had s union meeting the
next dry or thot night, I remember that we went back out to the mine and
stzyed on the property to keep the United Mine Workeras from coming in to go
to work., I stayed out there a lot of the time during the sit down, The men
who were on the sit down were men who had been working at Mine B. after the
injunction 1 lef't the mine property. 1 did not hezr of eny more attempts to

open the nine.

I voted in the election in Deceber 1987. No ome told me how to
vote, cr tried to influence my vote in any wony. It wnes o fair election es
far as I kmow, and 1 voted .sxnetly rs 1 plensed.

".’hen the strike stcrted I wos sotisfied with the rfrogressiven
Nine workers of s~merica, and the operation of Jocal #54, I d4id not wont to
join the Ui/. I wne off of JOHN L. LETIS for what he hald done to us miners
in 1932,

*During the strike I did not have any other job.

"I do not reeanll exactly what happened to recpen the mine, but when
it w8 reopened as an open nine. There were men who belonged to both unions.
1 knew that they were trying to orgenize the United Mine dorkers as a uniom
there. I hod heerd of thete I told everybody that scid anytning to me aboul
it, that I would never join the United Mine Workers because of the things th-
JCHN L. LEI8 had done to the coal miners in 1932, I telked about that juite
a bit, nnd was not afreid to let anyone know how I felt about it,

"rhen I went brok to the mine, I got my old room, but when it ren
out, I wrns ziven o very bnd roam. It was full of slate, nnd it wns sc herd
to work that I do not believe that the campany ever nade any money out of 1t
at all. I began getting "docks”™ for having dirt in ny coal., I had had very
few docks before the troulble with the unions, They ran up $50 of docks a-
goinst ne. They cherped docks of $.40 for the first cor with dirt {n it eac*
éony, $1.40 for the second, end 33,00 for the third car with dirt in it ench

doy. Most of these times I found out that the dirt in ny ecar would be sul-
T phur or dirt, and thers wns noc sulphur or that kind of dirt in my roca at
- tll. The compeny began giving me the bad end of the denls. They treated

- 34] »
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RE: JOHN L. LEA4IS (/
y WQD

INTERVIEN o some of the other men that way too. 1 remember that they
fired me one day for trking an enpty off the track in front
(oontinued) of my rocom. In yeers of coal mining I hnd ciwnys

teken the cer that was laying in front of my switch.” There
wes no rule egainst thot. Sometimes when there wes a shortage of cars, the
drivers would sny which car belonged to which digger, but thers wns no such
shortage that time. OSBCAR FALCETTI fired me for taking another éigper's car.
The pit committee rot me my job back apnin, after making ne promise that I
would not take nnySody elses empties apgrin. The very next day, I was fired
again by FALCEITI, for leavinr an empty car on the trnck in front of my roam.
The situation wns exnctly the same as before ns fer as I could see. The pit
canmittee got me my Jjob back again.

"About six weeks before I wos fired, I went to the window one day
to get my money. I handed in the stub of the statement to FALCETTI. Ee pulle
the peg out of the window, and let it frll, and elmost caught my hand., I told.
him thet if he had hit my hand I would hrnve sued the compony. That wns about
the time that the other things I have mentioned were happening to me at the
mine.

"Severs]l deys before I fimnlly qui

the wosh hcuse. That happened severcl tines to ne, That never hanpened be-

The company knew thet that wns poing on, end could have stopped it, but never
did. The day before I finelly quit my tools were nll stolen. That wes the
first time that my tools had been tcken from my room during the entire time
that 1 wus working there. I hnd a hard tinme working there that day, and bor-
rowed enough tools to sort of finish up whot was loose, I had to quit early
because of it, The next morning w}in I went to work I went into ths wash

house tc change my clothes, I saw caning townrds me, but dia
not know whot he wus roing to do. ﬂ EJ.I! mel m!;e eye, and nbout t e

time , come up on ne from behind. “hen I wns knocked dowm,

end did not even let me go brck to get my pey. That was before the second
election at the nine,

"One Day I scw “.lking around in front of the of-
fice. He wos cursing and sty things cbout the rrogressives. He snid sev-
arnl 1 as firy Procrosrives nra no rood, Thev h.ve ~nt to an_. OSCAR FiY-

olcs ba i wviaaw 2L pPICRRAVEE LIS D008 s =412 e e SO0 SMtanlt
| & L [ g

CETTI wns standing right there where he could hear, and did not say anything.
He just lauched like he thought that it was o pcod 1dea,

".then I went back to the mine after it reopened, I noticed that
L there had been sone falls. I did not see any evidence of any big fires that
v hnd oceurred during the strike,

-uz-

T

riec to kick me in the face. They ron me off bB the company proper.;

fore the troulble with the Unions and the crgnnizing of the United Mine Workers.

3
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RE: JOHN L. LETIS br? c
D

INTERVIEG “TITH S JEE wo¢ working in the mine, or was supposed to
be working there, I do not know what he was supposed to be
(continued) doing, beceuse 1 never sew hin doing any work. He never
talked to me about Joining the United Mine Workers, In fact,
no one ever telked to me about joining the UMA except a man from Colerado who
I saw &t the nmine only a few times, I never learned his name, HNe 6ame to me
during the first few deys that the mine was ragpsned. I t0ld him thet I would
not join up with JOHN L, LEIS., He told me that that wos whet he wos thers
for, to get us to join the Ui, He came to see me in my room when I was drill-
ing o hole. He was the only one who sver asked me to join the UMW but every-
body else knew how I felt about it, becauze I told them,

*I do not recell signing eny petitions, although I may have,
"1 voted in both elections, even thouzh I hnd been kicked out of
r

iline B befo
tions,

e the second election. 1 woted sxactly as I pleased in both elec-

"I wos nlweys satisfied with the Progressive liine Workers, and never
é¢id went to join up with the United Mine “orkers, nor having anything to do
with JOHN L. LEJIS.

"I hcve rend the above statement on this pare and four other pages,

It is n0ll true end accurate."
/<

WITRESSED 3

8pecial Agents !BI"
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL .
-t m WITH _ was_interviewed at the home which he
: owns located at SEEMEEEANEREN

Springfield.
LR -y < ]

H Tlinois, on themst 31,1943, by

He 18 an Anerican
probably would not meke a good witness due to a
heavy accent and the factor that he is extremely hard of hearing,

! and cannot understand well the various questions put to him, He
N ' gave information set forth in the following signed statement:

oA
- TUIVL cmn =
"DP( .:..uy .LB-I-U’ .I.J-J-Ll FX-]

R August 31, 1943.

. n 1smthe following statement
to * who have identified
themselves to be Special Agents of the rederal Bureau of Investigation,
No promises, threats or consideration of any kind has been made to me

to have me make this statement,

BT Lo Tam d wd w2t . ™

Se—— . _ i ; ~+ SR
~1 aVe WOTK IO UIvli
ey :
intend to ever return to Mine B, a ecrefore not take part in

any of the activities concerned with the strike. I did not go to

the union meetings and did not know what was going on. I was always
satisfied with the way the Progressive Mine Workers were being operated,
ard with the operation of local #54 at Mine B. I did not want to
change unions. I belonged to the union at the ming that was there,

and was satisfied with the PI of A union while I was at mine B,

"] have read the above statement on this page. It is true

and accurate.
(signod) —

Spocial Agent FBI
Special Agent FBI"

WITNESSED:

e W - "y
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Re: JOHW L. LEWIS, ET AL.

L2¢ bap

inols, and who is presentiy employe

pringliie ino1s, was interviewed

X v vhe morning of August 31 1943 by Special Agents

. *stated he was bornigy
€ was employed at Mine "B" from lay of
1942. d make a fair witness, has a fair appearance, and is
able to express himself fairly well and has an intelligence above that of
the average miner, He furmished information as set forth in the following
signed statement.

]I.'TER EW WITH

"Springfield, T11_
August 31, 1943.
|/

' "ty name is §i I make the following state-
ment to an s who have
identific emsclv o me to b¢ Special ug of the Federal

Bureau of Investigation, No promise¢s, threats, or consideration

of any kind has becen made to me to have me make this statemont.

It is true and accurate., I am willing, if nccessary, to go to court
and repeat any part of this statoment.

"I havc been a miner all of my life, I first joincd the United
¥ine Workers when J was years old. I woent to work at mine B in

as ncar as I can rcmember., T used to go to the Union meotings
quite rcgularly, but I was never a union officer at mine B. In
1932 when the cntire local joincd the Propressive Mine Workors of
Amcrica, I was willing to switch over. I had no objcctions at all
to the formation of the PMi. The relations between tho company at
lYinc B and the wnions continued to be about the samc both before
and after the formation of the PWJ. 3eforc the strike in 1937, the
rclations of the union and the company vierc satisfactory as far as
I vas concerned. 1 did not pay much attcntion to what was going on,
I just did my work and did not pay much attcntion to what went on
at the office or at the union meetings. I went to thc important union
mectings, but was not intecrosted in what went on among the union
generally. I did not go to the union mceting the night before the
strike, It was a complete surprise to me, I was completely satis-
fied with the operation of the Progre forkers -American
and local #54. I did not know lmow that there had becn any discussion

. aboul switching uions., I knew Before the strike was called that there

was somc trouble over somc men having been fined by the union or some-
thing like that, I did not know thc details, but I had heard about it,




G O

Re: JOHN L. LBWIS, ET al.

INTERVIEW WITH I did not know that it was sericus cnough to csll a
strake over. I do not rcemomber that there was any quarrel

on about the wages or rates at the time that the strike was
called, .

".fter the strike was called, I went home. I &id not go back
out to the minc. I was not interestcd in union affairs. I was never on
& picket linc or anything like that except that I did stay on the picket
linc at thc sit down for onc night at Mine B. 4fter the strike I stayed
at hoze, I do not recall every having been asked to gign any papers for
cither wnion. I was in favor of the l'rogressive Mine Workers, and if I
signed any papers it was for them. I did not know any of the men who
werc in troulbe with the wnion excpet one who is doad now, Ho had not
said anything to mc about changing unions,

T did not know anything about the formation of tho 4§ local
during the summer of 1937, nor about 8 contract with the UMW by the
¥ine B coal Company. I wos not at the minc on the day in September
when théy tried to open, and when the sit down started. I stayed at

thc sit down only one night, The men thero were v had worked
at Minz B befure the strike, cxcept oue

"T voted in the clection about the wnions in Deemeber 1937,
That was a fair glection as far as I know. MNon one tricd to influence
ry votc or make/do anything that I did not warl to do, It was a fair elee-
tion I woted cxactly as I wanted to vote.

®T did not hear anything about trying to ~pon the mire at any
time about an attempt to upen the mine wtil they did get it opened, ox~
cept that onc tinme in Septembor 1937 when the sit down started., During
the timc of thc strike I was on WPa part of the time,

"When thc mine reopened, I did not get to work wuntil about
November 17, There was bad air in oy scetion and it was a while before
things got cleancd out. Therc was no big firc or fall wvhile the mine
was closed that ] know anything "about.,

"ghen the minc rcupened there was no contract with any union.
Scvcral men came and talked to me ab.ut switching over to the UMY, but
the only ones who asked ne to Juin the Uil werc

and a man whosc name I dv nut know,
cane ny house once and asked me to Join th
say anything, he just camc along. (R 72s onc of the nen who
cane to thc nminc after the strike, — otveral fellows talked o me
about chan__i;ng, but nune of them asked nme to join the Ulk.
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Re: JOWN 'L, LEVWIS, ET AL,

b0 L7

IN TERVIE. UITH Fwas onc¢ of the men who cane to the
m nin ter the strike. I do not know what he was
wLULNuCa )

supposed to be doing in the mine. I never saw him doing

any work. He camé to my room & few times and talksd to me aboul switch-
ing wions, I tuld him that I did not want to switch but I would join
any wnion vwhich had the majority. !o one bothered me, although I heard
that some of the other men at the mine had been bothered about joining

the UM{ and that there had been some beatings. I wondered what _
was supposed to be doing in the mind. I never saw hin doing any work,
1 asked somebody what he was supposed to be doing., They told me that
he was supposed to bc an air Examinier., I had ncver hoard of an air
cxaminer at Min® B before, The mine examiner checked the air at night,

They had never had a man to do that in the day time before ﬁ
came to the mine, After he left, therc was no onc 2s an air Inspector

in thc day time.

a Aal

"1 joined the UlW on the last day that T could join and not

hav: to pay a new initiation foe. qﬁmo to mc and told me
that 211 the fellows had joined up, and tha ¢y had 2 majority and
that the mine was going to be UMY entircly. He told me that if I did
not sign up by a certain date that I would either have to lcave the
mine or join up with thc UMJ. So I Jjoined the Uisi on thc last day.

I did not want to join the Ud:, If any other jobs had been available at

the time I would quit and gono to work somevhere elsc, but I had to
have a job, so I joined the UMw even though I preferred thc PMA.

"In the second elcction no one tried to influence my vote. I
voted exactly as 4 wanted to vote.

nIn lay or April 1942 there was a fire at the mine and I could
not work in my scction, They asked me to vork someplace elsc in the
mine and double with some one, but that was against the union rules so
I went home, When I went back there was somc quarrcl about it, and I de-
cided to quit.

®"] have read the above statcment on this page and threc other
pages. It is 2ll true and accurate,

o /s/ —
T e ——

"/s/ - H
/s/
Special Agonts FBI"
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Re: JOHN L. lEwIS, ET AL
)0/10 D
w'i

was intorvicwcd at his homo which he owns,
scated at Springfield, Illinois,
on the afternoon of August 1943, by Spocial 4gents
€ has bean o mines all his life. T =
consldcred by 1 agonts as a good potential witness becsuse of
his cppearance, his ability to express himsclf and apparently has sbove

average intelligence. BHe gave the information set forth in the folluwing

signed statement:

INTERVIEG SITH

®Springfield, Il1,
August 30, 1943,

1 make the following statement
, who have identified themselves

™'y name is
ts the

t> mo to be Special Agents > c ureau of Investigatlon. ¥o
promises, threats, or ¢onsideratiocn of any kind hoas been mode to me $o get

me t5 make this statement.

"I have worked at line B since abcutq off and on, and steadily
aince nbout B Since that timec I have boen ¢ bottom man. That is, I work
at the bottom of th: shaft, stop the cars, and put them on the 1ift ote.

That moans that I em one of the last men to go down in the mine in the morning,
and one of the first to come out &t night. I do not go to the mine early,
and leave as soon as I can at night, Thus, 1 do not get to kmow the men at
the mine very well., T do mot soe the men who work back in the minc unleces
thoy happen to coms out during the day., I joined the United lfino Torkers
first when I was years of z2ge. I was never, particularly interested in
Union effairs, bu did keep track of things in the Union. I did not go to
mcetings often. 1 wos never and officer. In 1932 the entire local went
over to the Frogressive ¥ine “orkers of Amorica. I wes not particularly
interosted in going over to the Py of 4, but I was willing to follow the
majority. It did not moke much difference to me which union I belonged to.

I did mot go __ the P meetings, becuue—

L b
“..LU uuu.y mEes Wit sanc M&S&LU.

"1 4id not attend the moeting of the union the night before the
strike, 1 did not know what the strike was ebout. I wos called out, I did
not know that therc was going to be & strike until I wos called.

*I did not stay cround the mine after the strike started. I do mat
think that 1 signed any petition for any union.

A A AL e AL A Al ebdadlsa asassieees
At the time th t the strike occurred I was not disatiafie

the operation of the Progressive Mine vorkers of Americe or the Tocal at
Mine B, I did not particularly care which union I belonged to. 1 was still

jad with

w 546 =
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Re: JOEN L, LEVIS, ET AL »

ITTERVIES, ITH interested in the NI and wes keeping track of the things
hat they were doing, but I would not have wanted to cﬁrnga
contlnue unions at that tims,

®*1 did not know of the formation of the I7 local at mine B. I €1d
not go out to the mine the day that it wzs opened in the fall of 1937. I did
not stay out at the picket linc when the men stayed there for several) :mortha,
I was asked to go out, but I told the men that T would go around to th2
houses and talk to the men but I would not go to a picket line, bocause I 4.4
ant think that it was a fair way of runping thiogs.

"1 voted in the elcction of Decembor 1937, I mot up at the
Progrossive Hall, and went down to vote in & group. Ko one told me howmt®s
vote, or tried to influence my vote in any way. It was a fair electicn 2s
far as 1 know, I voted exactly as I wanted to vote.

®During the strike, 1 was unemployed excopt for what work I could
get on WPA,

: "I went back to the mine soon after it oponed and went to the same
Job tht I had beforo. I still continued to go to the mine late in the
morning, and leave oarly at night, end i did not know ruch about what was
gsing on osut there. 1 understood that Beveral men wers beaten up out thera
and th t therc wzs a 1ot of orgenizing going on. I knew I
d= not know what he w2s supposced to boe doing in the mine, W ought
thet he was an organizer for the MG . 1 talked with him several times in tne
mine, ¥o onc ever asked me to join the UMi. I hesrd that Falcetti hod saic
that he éid not want anyonc to bother the bottom men. Fono of us working
at the bottom of the shaft were approached to join the UM, Several of us
decidcd m few days befores tho sscond election that the mins was going to be
7 and 80 we went up oand sizned up with the UMJV. “ie had not beon asked to
join, but the 0ld Prorrocsgives had been run out of the mine or had left,
and it looked as if everyone there was 2 Unitod ¥ime Torkers, and ] mlways
wanted to be with the majority, so 1 joined,

*I never hcard anyone connceted with the management say anything
about wanting the mine 4o change unions or anything like thet. I did hoar
Oscar Falcetti say three or four times bofore tho strike or any trouble
started at all, that he thought that the mine would go back t> tho United
I'ine ".orkers. I ¢id not pay much attontion to him, I did not hear anything

[ |

A Aelend oV imerrnen A a
[ v uh l.riﬂ-'lv wd VI WAL WD e

®hen I went bock to the mine when it was rcopcned, therec was
no indication as far as I saw of any fire. I hoard th t there had been a
few falls. I do not know of any big falls,
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL .
LC
P— 1 b qﬁb

117 have read the s2bove stotement on this page and two other
&%
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HE: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET 4L

. L1 D

1 7 WITH _ wns interviowed rt tho hcme which hé :
o owna locdted ntmspringﬂeld, .
' Illincis, on the [ Spoo~

ernoon of Au 1945
ial Lgents wns
s considorod ns a good potential

bern in
witness ue to his apponrance, ability to express
himsclf, nnd an apperent abcve everage intelligencs, Ho gave information

sct forth in the following signod stotementy

irb
PR L

"Springfield, Ill.
-ﬁ-u.gust 30, 1943,

"My nime 1 - I mtko the following stetement to
* and , who have identified thomsolves
c n& tc be bpecizl hgents o e Fedcral Purosu cf Investigotion. No prom-

ises, throats, or consideration cof eny kind has beon made to me to hove me
eign this statements It 18 oll true ond accurates I am willing, if nec-
ossury to go to court, and repect any port of 1%,

*I hrve been working ot Mine B eince 1929 as o diggere I wos a
nembor of the local when it cbanged over frem the UMW to the Progressive
Mine Wcrkors cf Anorica, I wns not tco anxicus rbout the switch in the be-
ginning, but afterwards 1 did not want tc change bock to the United Mine

Workers. I was living ot 111, at the time, and did not come back
tc town to attend the union ncotinfis. I did not go __ tho meetingws very
oftens

"4t the time cf tho strike in.1937, I was vory nuch sntisfied with
the way the things wera poing cut thoro at tho Progrossive Mine Workers and
tho 1_9_9:_11_#_5_4. 1 did nct want to chonge. 4s for os I know all the men were
satisfied with the uniuvn cs it wns, There were o fow men who had clwnys
beon for the UM7 ever since the P& wns orgenized, and they did not switech
cvor as wo thought they would, and kept telking obout going back to the UMY,
No one ¢f thom tolked to me sbeut it thouph, and I did not hear them say

enytning perscnally.

"1 444 not ettond the local mecting the night before the strike,
1 wre down in the mine and did not know that & stri o wos being called. It
wes 21l o surprise to me. I did mot stey arcund the mine, end I have for-
gotten now, just exnctly what it wos that the men struck for. 1 signed a
petition or some kind of pepcr for thee Progrossives, They brought it ¢o
mo at my home in 111, I did not sign nnything for the UMW becnuse
1 wos not intercste cining the UMA, Nc ono approached me to join the
UMW cr to sign tholr potition.

P - 351 =
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RE: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL L2e
]

-~
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INTERVIEW WITH *] aid not go out to the mine the day that tho sit dcwn

storted, I did got out there three or four doys latetr, and
leentinued) stoyed there on the eompany proporty for soverszl days,

until the injunctisn come and we had to leavo. The men
who wero on the sitdcwn were miners who had been working et mine By, There
were not o new bunch of mon brought in. _

"I vcted in th_ election in the December 1937. That wae a fair

elocti~-n ab far & I kn:w, R cne asked me or tried to influence my wote in
any wrys I voted exactly as 1 wanted tc, and no one scid anything about it.

uI aid not now +hnt thev aver tried o opnan the mine axcont that

Abv' W Sudi T WhMLL Ay L g W W prvres  Wedl ms ¥ ==

L1
one time in 1937 whoen the sit down staurted, During the stri e I wns unam-
ployed moet of the tine, and workod on the ¥PA pnrt of the tine. When the
wine reopened, I went out there to work, and worked two days when I finished
ny raamsy Ewas ebout & month befcre I got o new rowm. Whan I went baok 1
saw no indication of any big falls cr fires in th_mino, '

"Whon I went back mma working there in the mine. 1
do not know what he wos suppc nge The only times that I saw him
he wes walki 7 around with the ajr tcsters, stc. He wns telking most of the
time to men about Jcining the UMW, He mever had n mon geing arcund with the
eir tcsters befcrc the mine went on strike., We do not have any now.

wes the only men ot tho mine I hove over seen golng oround in the doy-
e noking such tests. (NN :-1ked to me cbout joining the UMV. I
to1d hinm that I did not wont vo &t that time. Ho was tho only cno in the
rine who appronched mo on the mntter until the dey that I signed fip oe o Uk,
On that dny 1 was apprcached by Wie od been told, by ads
in the paper, etc, that wo had un 3 £ Jomuray 1941 t6 join the

ST, T joinod up tn thut dcy whon . PPy oached mo, becauso I
folt thet I would h ve to join in order to koep my jcb at the minos I kmew -~
et thet time that I would have o chonco tc vote on which unicn that I wnnotoed,
and knew that if the clecticn went for the Progressives, that my applicction
tc the UMW would not moen snything. I signed up for the UM¥ even thought

1 really wonted to stey end be with the Progreasives. Thnt occurred before
the second electiocn about the union at the nine,

[+ ]

=

up tc vete in n body. I went directly from my hame, and voted exncily
I pleased, No cne influenced me in ny vote nt all.

"At that eloction, they tcld us to go to the United Ball and go
< 3

"I wos satisfied with the Progressive Mine Werkors of Americn amd
wanted to stoy in thet Union, and only joined the M in order to keep my
¥b at mine B, .
S "] heve recd the above stotement on this page and two other pagess
; It is )l true and accurzte.

7_ /R ———
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RE: JOHN L. LEWIS, BT AL b7 e

INTERVIEN WITH

which he opofates -
of August 30,

S Bori
i‘\ ™ le where he resides. ﬂe Ims !n!ervi
Q\ Q’ 943, by Bpecinl Agents

&!

wr.5 born at

gidcroed o8 o fair witness Dy interviewing Agonts. s intelligonce does
(&\ nct rank above the averego, but he ccn expross himself fairly woll, hee o
Py fair memory, and e foir oppearanco. He would not be easily confused on
~ erose excrninatison, Be gave informntion set forth in the following signed
A stztements
Ly .
) "Boringfield, 111,

hugust 30, 1943,

"My none is . I make the following stateament
o * a who bave identified theus
selves to mé to be Special Agents o oderel Bureau of Investigatlon.

Nc promises, threats, or considerztion of any kind has boen mnde to me to
mcko this stotement. It is true ond accurate and I am willing, if nocessary,
to repent any part of this stotement in court,

* "I worked ot Minc B os o digger from sometine in until May
12, 1937, whon the strike at Minc B started. 1 wns o Mmber of the Unitod Mine
Workers until 13932 when the Progressive Mine Workers of Lmericn wns urgane
ized. I did not hove to much to dc with the organizaticn of the PMW, but
1 wos glad to join the orgenization because I wunted to get rid of John L.
Lewis. I wcs o member of the Pit camittee of tho PMW union et Mine B for
o yenr and a half sanctime betwecn 1932 and 1937, I hod not been on the
committoe for a couple of yocrs before the strike startod. 1 ottoneded the
meetings of the Unicn quite regulearly. The attendonce at the meotings woried
frcm vory large pumbers to very small mumbers, depending on whot was to como

up at the neotings.

*I did not attend the meoting of the union tho night before the
strike started., There hod been mcme discontent about the mine but I do mot
know oxnctly what it wes cbout, There hnd been some discussicn in the mge
abcut gojpe ovor tc the United Mine Workers. Charley Bohanncn, Tony Plotch,
and tulkod to me ond nsked me to join the United Mine
Workers, and nsked me what I thought ebout it. Frank Austin sleo talked to
me about joining the United Mine Workers, before thé strike started. I had
not intention of jeining the United Mine Workers. I was sotisfied with ¢he
Progressive Mine Wcrkers of Americs, and with the operction of local ¥54.

I have never wonted to change over to the UMW, No one ccnnected with the
PMA evor nsked me to do anything tht I did not wont to do. A4fter the str e
I 4id nct go back to the mine becauss I decided that I would get out of the
nines if I had to fight for my 1life for a right to work., I had quit tho

; ) «355=
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RE: JOHN L. LEWIS, BT AL b o

o1D

INT pit cormitios whon one of the othér nen had boen
shot. I did not want to got shot,
{econtinued)y—

"I wns down in the nine tho day that tho strike wms
started. I sont up short cors that deoy beczuse I wos slmoat finished with
ny roonm, and Jew that there woa some discussion about quitting until e
new contrcet wos fixed ups I had finished cleoning up my room and was on
tcp and in the wush housc when the atrike wns callod. I wos out at the :
mino shaft o fow days after the strike started. I think I signod same sort
cf paper for the Progressives. 1 know thet I nover signed any paper for
the Unitod Mine Workers, :

"I never heard anything sbou_ the formation of a UMW local for
Mine B, I nover henrd enything about & oontract with the MMN,

"I wes nct at Mine B the doy that they started to open tho mine in
Beptomber 1937. I went out there on tho second cr third day after that, I
stuyed there nt tho mine about twe thirds cf the time aftor thot when the
nen were thore on the ccmpany property. The men who were there on the prop-
erty were nen whe had werked there all the time before that, 1 henrd that
they triod to cpen the mine a fow days after the injunction, but I did net
go tc work and do not know what hoppeneds 1 voted ot the clecticn held at
the irmory in Uscomber 1937. That waé o fair election as far as I know,
Fo one attanpted to influence my vote, or tell mo what to dc_ I woted at
thot ¢locti-n jJust exnctly s I wanted to wote. '

"Whon the minsé recpenod I did not ottamt to go beck to work. I
get o lettor to go back, but I woes doi nlrisht Ight and decided not to work
1

any norec, 1 wont out to tho nine,md am, and asked them to scnd my
tocls up. 1 soléd the tools right thorc to schmeone slsss

"I wus nlways satisfied with the Progreesive Mine Workers of Amor-
iccs No one in thot orgonization ever threstensd me or nsked me to do any-
thing that I did not want to dc., I would have liked tc hove contimuaed to
work at Mine B if I cculd have without nll that troulble. I hod o hard time
gotting o Job oftor that,

-~

“I have read the nbove statement cn this page nnd twc other pages. '

-/ —

- —_ .y _— P - o === — .
It is all true and accurntas,

WITHESSED :
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL

INTERVIEW WI was interviewed at the home which ‘

C— T -SRI - ineries,
) Illinois, on the evenllig ol A 30, 1943,

2 TR W

was born s

by interviewing agents as a good potentla neas, s ginccre, makes

a distinct effort to be accurate, and would be difficult to confuse on cross

examination, He makes a good appearance, and can express himself quite

well. He gave information set forth in the following signod statement:

"Springfield, ni_

"My name is I make the following
statement to an » Who have idontified
thenselves to me pecial Agents o e eral au of Inwestigation.
No promises, threats, or considcration of an 3!' Kind has been made to me o
to

-

Ji¥}
meke this statement. I am willing, if necessary to go court to repeat
any part of this statement.

nI first went to Minz B in 1932 when I was -ycars of aga. At
the time that I went to Uine B the local there was a member of the Pro-
gressive Mine Workers of amsrica. I 1liked that union. 1 was very much
satisfied with the way the P¥¥ of A and local #54 was being operated. I
would have stayed in the PMW if 1 could have. Thero was not.hing wrong

- de neend man sl dem s e enes

with that union as far as I kmow, 1 did not go to the union mectings very
often. I was not at the meeting of the union the night before the strike
was called. I did not know anything about the strike until the day that
the strike occurred. I was working on top of the mine, and noticed that
the men were sending up smzll cars. I did not knw anything about it
until thon, and thou.ght then that thore might be a strike. I did not
know why, but I recall that someone told me afterwards that the quarrel
was becausc the company would not discharge some men, or something like
that. I did not know any of these men beforo the strike. -

wafter the strike I went back out to the mine on tha days after-
rds for a short time. I do not remember that anything happened out thore.
o not recall signing any papers, but if I did they wers for the Pro-
cssive Mine Workers. I could not got a job at that time,

o
Id
gre forkers.
"I did not know anything about the formation of the UM local 4n
the summer of 1937 nor anything abmut a contrnct that Elshoff wns supposed
to have signed with the U,

"I was at the mine the day that they tried to open it in the fall
of 1937. I went out the first diy expecting to work. I do not recall
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Re: JORN L. LEVIS, ETAL | oc
LD

exactly what happened. We did not go down 4n -
the mine, and stayed there at the minc pro-
party for 5/ d:xys. At the day of the start

of thc sit down no ane told = uuyuuuab aboubl why tho =en were not going
to go back into the mine. Tk stayed out a2t the mine in order to keep the
UM7 from going to work at the mine. We were protecting our jobs. The

men who were out at _ mine during the sit down were almost entirely men who

had worked at the mine before the strike.

nI voted at the election in December, 1937. That was a fair
election as far as I know. No one tried to influence my vote. I voted
exactly as I wanted to vote. I did not know of any attempts to open the

soon beforc the slestion or after it umtil the mine actually

s WA Wl

mlen~ oddhow v
froiete U-A.Ull\.l R

did QPR3 e

"During the strike I did not have a _dob most of the

I got to talking with onc hin that
at Mine B. He asked me to join the Uilr, but I told him that I was satis-

fied with the Progressives. I do not know who this man was,

nI went back to work at Mine B the first day that it was rcopcned.
I resumed my same job on top of the mine. I did not go down int> the mine.
I did not hear about any large care_ins or falls, or fires that had occurred
at thc mine whilc the strike was in progress. They brought up quite a
bit of dirt after the strike, but I do not know what they were doing

bolow,

®After the mine spened, I was tr.ated alright. *
and Charley Bohannon asked me a couple of times to go t5 the mec 8
but no onc asked mo dircetly to join up with the ULT. I did not see any
fichts, or have anything done to me, but I did sce somc of the men after

they had been beaten up,

n] joinecd up with tho 6 on the last day that I could Join
and not have to pay a ncw inlation fee. No one t91d me that there was any
deadline, but I used to hear the men telking about 1t in the wash room,
and decided to join the UMT7 in order to keep my Job., I joined up shrotly
bafore the sencond election. If jobs had been plentiful then as they are
now I would not havo signed up with the U7 but would have changed and
gotten another job, because I preforred to stay with the Progressvie

Mine lorkers.

"I was always satisfied with the Progressivc Mine Forkers and
would howe liked to still be a momber of that orpanization. N> one in
the Progressives ever bothered me or made mo do anything that I did not

= XEc
T
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Ro:  JOHN L. LETIS, BT AL J:)?
Cc_-

| b7
¥ INTERVIES TITH want t> do.

. - !clon!!ue!’ nT have rend the above stotement on this nd

two othor pares, and it is true and accurate.

/+/ S
F.B.I. "
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Re: JOHN L., LERIS, ET AL jaf-? c . s

INTERVIER GITH

on August 30 1!!! !‘!'
Bo was bor-

and is employed st Mine "B¥, He became employed at Mine "B in
and joined the PMA at that time, He guit work at Mine “B" in Aprii
of 1937, and became employed again at the mine in September of 1941, becor-
ing a member of the UXW at that time,

He said he was satisfied with the PMA, and that he knows nothing
concerning the goings on at the Union, mot having been comnnected with it or
either union during the period under investigeation.
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL

INTERV ‘E7 WITH Springfield, MUnoft,

— was intorvicwed a s home on Aurust 30, 1943, by Sp-u2z)
E———— Apents & and #
was cooperative and willing to give his information freely. He Speak< ir

a very slow and low voice. It is believed that he would make a good wi%-
ness to the extent of his knowledge of events at Minc B. He claimed ©»o
have no criminal record.

The following signed statement was exccuted by —

fSpringfisld, 1.
Aupust 30, 1943,

"l make the following statement freely and voluntarl'y
to and who have identified themselwves to
me as Speclal Agents ¢ e rederal cau of Investiration. No threste or

promiscs have been made to me to obtain this statement.

nI presently reside at

was8 born I came to the Unitoi?

States in

«I first doined a mine union in ’when I joined the United
M¥ine workers in I stayed in this union until 1934
when T joined the Progressive Mine Workers of Awerica. I rejoined the
U.M.77. some time after February 1941. 1 have nover held an office in

any union,

»] started to work in Mine B some time in 1934 or 1935. I took
no part in the formation of P.M.A. at Mine B.

"Prior to May 1937 I don't remember any strikes at Mine B. To
ny knowledre there was no activity by U.M.M. orpanizors. I don't remember
any expressions of favoritism by the manapement for U.K.W,

"] was always satisfied with P.M.A. and I thought that the officialns
were fair and square with the members, I woent to the P.M.A. mectings
occasionally, and I was not fined for the meetings that I nissed., I don't
remember many extra assessments by the P.N.A.

nPrior to the strike of 1937 I don't remember any picketing by
U.M.¥. men., But I heard from the miners i) the f2llowing men were
agitating in Mine B.for U.M.W.: Joe (Sam)}”Albaness, Andrﬁl—&h.&}wi
Dominic Pasquale, Frank Austin, Tony Plotch, Cotisn Ananias, John Sirtout,
Georpe and Emory Jacaway, and Charles Bohannon. I also heard that thése
men were poing on partics with the management-of Mine B, but I can't remenhis
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L~ oD
INTERVIE: WITH the persons who told me about this.

o~

inued nIn 1937 4he P.M.A. were pettins aapry abut theactivities
of the men I have named above. They did not want to
work in Mine B with thesc men because these men were organizing for U.M.W.
I think that the oaly rezscn for the strike in 1937 was thit the P.M.A, men
did not want to wort with *tne U.M.7., organizers. The members of the P.IM.A.
felt that their leaders could get as good a wage scale as the UMW, leaders,
so I don't think thc wage scale had anything to do with the strike,

#I did not know of any meeting just before the strike in 1937. On
the morning of the strike, the officials of P.M.A. and the men themselves
gaid that they would not go intc the nine if the U.X.7. mon went in. The
U.M.¥. men stayed ir the office of Mine B that morning,and the P.M.i. men
stood ar>und the shaft to prevent the U.N.'.. men from poing int>o the mine.

#Prior to the strike I heard swmethins about the activity of 5
or 6 U.M.%. sples in Yine B, and that the P.X.A. had fined them and dis-

charged them. I don't recall from whom I heard this. Thon the management
of Mine R let the U.M.%. mon ;o into the mine an the day of the strike, the
P.M.A. men, who did not want to strikc, began to load their coal cars short.
I dontt ¥now if this action had been decided on in advance of the strike.

I think the men just decided to do it on the spur of the mament,

"] simned the P.M.i. petition in May 1937 voluntarily because
I wanted to., A8 I recall I was told that the petition was to be sent to
washinpton to show that P.M.a. had a majority of the miners in Mine B. I
think I signed the petitisn in the vicinity of the nine.

"I recall sipning a second petitisn for P.M.A. Just before the
election in December 1937. I think that the purpose of this petition was
to send it to Washinpgton with the request that an election be held for
Mine B. I think this petition was started by the P.M.A. officials.

"I was not asked to join the new U.M.VU. local that started up
in the surmmer of 1937. I don't recall any incidents of violence in the
sumer of 1937,

] received a notice from the management of Mine B about the
opening that was scheduled for September 1937, but I don't recall petting
any other notices of an openin: of the mine. I don't recall any comment
by P.M.A. officials about the mine reopening in Sept. 1937. In the fall
I was in the picket line at Uine B for about 30 days. The purpose of this
picket was t5 keep U.M.W., men out of the mine. I was not forced to picket,
and I did so tecadse I wanted to,
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I 7 WITH %I don't rccall how I received a notice for the election
in Deccnber 1937. I went to the electiom voluntarily, and
{continued ) voted £or P.lLA. beeause I +h, \l’l‘t snat was the better

(EHARTN BT L5 oL

uwinp and becmse T 2id not 1*"0 olm L. Laris. I think
that this electiom was fair.

T siartz? back to work in Mine E about tv> months after 1%
opened. I could n2l 2o back sooner because vhit scetion of the mine in
which I had becn r**"];c:m~ h:d been damaped during tie time the mine vas
shut domn. After thc mine spened up therc w.s considerable trouble in the
minc. There_ many fishts and many men were beate: up. I did not sce ary

£ )% f L o -~
5L wicse L.I.Liltil gnd I dsn't know the namss of any of the men Inwvolvead.,

N> threats or violence were used acainst me.

wAfter I started back to work, a man known amamd
another known as” came t» me in ths mine about ance a yrand
asked me why I d Join the U M.V, wnion, They said that everjone
else in the mine was poing t> sirn up, and that I would lose my job if
I did not siyn up. During this time I don't remember that the manape-
pent ever expressed an opinicn as to which union they preferred.

nIn the election of February 1941 I voted for the U.M.W. At
this time I was not 2 nember of the UMV, T woted for the U.M.V. because
the men that I have mentioncd before in this statoment had told me at
one tinme or another that if the P.M.A. won the election, the mine would
shut down apain because the manazement had saicd they would shut down in
that event. I 44d not want to lose my job 8o I voted for the U.N.W.

8Prior to tho strike 4n 1937 T don't remember any employ who
had the job o>f Sair checker™ mut after ihe mine opencd up in 1939 the man
nown as ?had such a job. He had no particular duties, and I
think that he was morely orranizing for U.M.W. There were a couple of other
Jobs like this but I don't rzeall who held them.

LS
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] cannot estimate the gost that was involved in reopenine the
mine. I don't remember big fires after the mine opened up.

Tany of the miners are of the opinion that Jolm L. lewls tas\
giving money to Carl Elshoff during the time the mine was shut down. I,
like the rest of the miners, think that Lewis pave Elshoff money to
live on and to keep the mine in c¢ondition so that it could be reoponed
some cday when the U.M.7. had tho majority of the miners. I don't know
whore these ideas came from, but most of the miners had them.

"This stztoment consist three other typewritten
prrea has boen read to me by and I state that it

~ 561 -
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JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL b7
o 7D

g

INTERVIE®™ WITH 1s true to the best of my knowledge and recollection.

¥itnesses:

Specizi Aienﬂs;-F.B.i.
Springfie_z, I'l."
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é Re: JOR: L. LEWIS, ET 4L, Lo

b 1D

? INTERVIEW ITH , Springfislé,

:_: — Tllinois, was interviewed at (1S lLone on September 1. 393
N by scecte .o SRS og—

N\
‘:‘\ speaks clearlw and x5 easy to widerstand. EHe claioed to l" Ve 10 ::'J.m.nal
v record.

{ ~ b‘y UI"“U-‘ J‘Uv -vw ?
ANN é)\able to mderstar.d riglish very wes'l1 and to axp;raest Rialc s:ly L..

Ny . 1gpringfiavee, T
\ o oS 4

§
“Im f~1lowing siatemsit fr=ely znd
voluntaraly to and eSS o ha
identified themse!ves !o?as o) PR ne Yederna

Bureau of Investigation. No threats or promises have been mwile
to 1 to obtain this statement.

*‘, OI_""’j.r'gf‘-] 31..(', -_r_:l :‘. )
Fea oal Co.

T came o tre

"] presently live at
and I am employed b the

"] was born in

Thmdt+nd CQEatac in
AR D ke o S Tk e W W Ny WP el &

Federal court in

or

"I first joined a mine wnion, the United line “/orkers in
Peoria, J1l, I stayed in this union until I joinred ths Progrestive
Hire workers of america at Mine 3 in 1936, I rejoined the UM,/ scnme

time In 1941, as I recall, vwhen I was working at Mine i

’ "] always thowght that the relations betwesn P.1f a. cficials and
the miners were satisfactory. The officers of P.M.4. seemed to be ‘
good men, clean and square, and trying to help tne moners, 1 think

that the relations betwcen P.U.s., and flshoff were 0.1, A4S I . recall
avnart ta v dentb hart o

— mEamanmtamint s e D athn Datr e

b!&ﬂlc WEI'€ N0 U-bllj.ﬂ QLOOTULLICIHIvG Wy L.}A{.n' e o o v I} n

fits to members of P.N.d.

*] don 't know anything about any activities of any U.'LY. men or
organizers befure the strike in 1937, Prior to the strike I never
received any literature from U,lLv,
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Re: JOHN L. LiwIS, 2T L. b7

& 2D

DNTERVILDY wITH naftver april 1, 1937, I knew that P.H.a. was work-
ing under a temporary agreement with the mine
(Continued) management. I think that the miners all were

aware of the extension, and I think that they were satisfied with

this arrangenent, I did not hear any talk to the effect that U,ILW. would
be able to get a better contract than P,M.i. Elshoff was an independent
operator at that time, and could not sign a cortract with any wion wntil
the association of mine owmers sizned wath a unicn., YHost of the men knew
this, and I think that the men had no fault to find with P,lf.4, in this
matter.

#] can't recall attenciug a meeting of P.M.A. on €he nizht before the
strike started in 1937, and I don't renember vhegher or not I had a notice
of this meeting.

"I wert to work on the day that the strike started. I remember
that some of the miners loaded their cars vaith saort weights. I remember
that the strike was finally called, but I don't rumember if the men were
called out of the mne during the day, or if they were told of the strike after
they came up fro e mine at the end of the day,

"l really don't kno the reasons for the strike., I had heard that
charges had been preferred agaimst sonme of the men previous to the strike,
These rmen, I think, were supposed to be U.M.w. men, I don't remember any-
thirg morc about this matter, 1 remember that some men were accused, buat
I don't knovw whether thsy had to stand trial, or what happened to them,

I don't know whether the strike was called bscausce the company refused to
fire thesc men or because of somc other reasom,

#] reecall that I signed a petition for P.M,a., but I dontt recall
vh3t the petition was about. I was not forced to sign this petition. I
neser sipgned a petition for U M.,

"] don't recall getting a notice about the< reopening of the mine
in September 1937. I saw in the newspater that the mine was going to re-
open., I went out to Mine B with the intention of going to work. YWhen
I got to tho mine, a commttce of P.l.a, men had met with the managcment,

and viers 40l1d that the seamasormend lad o Y ey +h 1Y A dhod bl
ChAlAd Pl w W deW WD W WG al..huuﬁl: NICFUL Y 10y ﬁl UUHULG\'U I'.I.UH. UnI‘l. i. - 0% uunv wiic

P.Mone men couldnot work unless they up vith UMW, The men werc told

this by Elshoff, Twelve men went into the mine, and werc not molested at
all. The rest of the men, all of them P.M..., rqused to go into the mine,
The next day the P.K... started to picket the mine so the company eould

not bring any outsiders into the minc. I was on the picket line several
days. I saw unly kine B men in the picket line, There were no strangers.

I vent to the picket linc becausc L wanted to., No force was used against me,
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DITERVIEW WwITd "I think that the Pederal injunction in December
m 1937 was secured to get the P.ilLA. men off the premises.
(Lontinued], I don't knuw anything about the attempts to open the

mire in December, 1937, or January, 1938,

] "In the election in Decenmber, 1937, I voted for I'.H.A. because 1
thought that the 1&jority of the men were in faver of P.lLA. It did not
matter to me which wnion won, but + wanted to be with the majority so 1
voted for P,MLA.

#In the late fall of 1939 I received a notice from the conpany that
the mne was going to reopen, I started to work the second day that the
ine was open, an¢ worked steadily until larch 1940, when I quit and went

mn

. "In the tive that I was an officer of P.M.a, I had one case with
Falcetti, At that time he treated me 0.K. I don't imow of any acts of
favoritism by the management for any union.

"o one ever came to me and asked me to Join U.M.W. I heard
that many men werc asked to join U.¥.W., but I never was. No one ever
threatened me.

5] heard of vne case where Boumgardner hit a P.l.~. man, bt
i d not krow the man's name, The case was taken up with Falcetti, and
Baumgardner denied the charges. The man who was beaten had no witnesses.

The case was pending when I quit at Mine B.

] have heard that Baumgardner asked sonme men to join the U.lLW.,
but I don't knuw the names of any of these men, He never asked me to join
V.l

AMine o where I had been trying to get a Jjob for several years. I always
thought that the working conditions in lfine A werc better than in )ine B,
Ho pressure was brought to bear on me to nake me yuit in lfine B. After
T quit I heard about some rough stuff at line 3, but thers was none of
it that I heard about when I was working in lfine B.

"] have read this statement consisting of this and three other
tvpewritten pages and state that it is true to the best of my knowoedge and

recollection,

/s
N\‘-“i .
"

T
Special Agent, FBI :
Sprirgfield, Il1," w 365 =
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL

INTERV % ITH was interviewed Special Agent .
and Special Agcent
- appears to have slightly more intelligence t e average

miner, andrelated his story in a clear manner. He would be a satisfactory
witness to testify to those matters contained in the following statement

which he signed:

b7 b 7D

A

d) se-rn

5
3

: "Sept. 1, 1943
' - Springfield, Ill.-

make the following woluntary statement to?
both of whom have identified themselves as ng
Special Agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. No thrzats or
promises have been made to induce me to make a statement.

"I was born on

P . b
a U, 5. citizen when I was @Myears old. I presently reside at'UlENEEN

The first union that Tjoined was the U.M.W, in 1 have ﬁ

"I

an office in any union. I started working for line B in about

and joined the FMA union when it was formed in 1932. I believe the

union was formed in 1932 because the men figured they were getting a raw
deal from John lewis and the U.M.W. After the PMA was started, things seemed
to be going along good until 1937 when the strike took place.

"I don't remember anything about the wage contract expiring in the
spring of 1937. As far as I know the strike was called when the PMA men
discovered that some of tbeir men wer: acting as spies. I remember

that Tony Flotch, Petgl€anter, Frank 4ustin and others were the men

who were supposed‘to be'spies. These men would come to our meetings and
try to break up the meetings. I have heard Pasquale make the remark
that "there wouldn't be any progressive pretty soon". I was never asked
by any of these men to join the U.M,%W, T used to attend the meetings qulte
regularly. I was at the union mecting when our union expelled the spies
from our local. As I remember it this was a regular union meeting and it
took place about a month before the strike. Ve held a trial for the men
after one of these meetings and several of ocur men testified that those
men were working for united and ¢rying to break up our union. I believe
that Pete Carter was There and he didn't offer any defense.

"] went to work on the day of tho strike, which was in May of 1937,
‘and started my work as a diggeh I don't remember any arguments
or anything when I first went to work. worked along as usual & didn't
load any cars short that day. I didn't hear of any cars being loaded short
until after the strike. When I came to the top after my work was over I
was told the mine was on strike.
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Re: JOHN L. IZVWIS, ET AL A "
C
b1 5

INTERVIE: WITE  "After the strike was over I recall that I signed e PMA
Y  -tition one day when I was at the union hall, I believe
{(Ttntinued) - I also signed some kind of a petitiop at house, which

petition was brought to my house by* and
To the best of my knowledge the strike was fallad because
of the spies being allowed to work after they were expelled.

"During September of 1937 I went out to the mine when I was told
by the union that the mime was to open. As I remember it the men who had
been acting as spies were therv & wanted to go to work, but our men said
they wouldn't work if those men were allowed to work. Since no agreement
could be reached the mine didn't open and some of our men stayed thare on
picket duty. I went on picket duty for a couple of weeks sometime later
onn in September.

"I recall the N1IRB slection in Dec. of 1937. I left my house and
went to the armory alone at which time I voted. I never heard of any
fights or violence at that time. I recall that somc of the spies were
around the Armory passing out pamphlets for the U.i.7W., but there were
no fights.

®*] started working for the Panther Creek #5 Mine in the fall of
1939 and never tried to go back to work Ior Mine B. I recall that Fptg
Carter, Bohannon and Prank Austip were driving new cars shortly after the
“strike and our men all fipurad they were getting the money from U.M.¥%.
I have known Bozhnnon for a long time and know that before the strike he never
seemed to have any money.

"I have read over this statement of four pages and wish to say it is

true to the best of my memory.
/+/

Titnessed:

Special Agents, F.B.I.
U. S. Depit. of Justice.®
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RE: JOHN L. LENIS, BT AL L‘»?C./ L?.‘D

wes interviewed by Special Agents
stated thot he has
memory ond for that reason cculd not give
<much infcrmation relative to the cvents which took place at the time of the
1 gtrike and subsequent thereto. It is believed thet would make a poor
Government witness.

INTERVIEYW WITH

There is boing sct ferth below the signed statement which—
executed ot the time of this interview.

“"Lugust 31, 1943
Springfield, I11.

" make the following voluntary stetement t.c-
both of wham huve identificd themselves to be Special
Apents ¢ ¢ Feacrul Bureau cf Investipation. KRo threats or pronises have

boen made to induce me to make any statement.

"1 wes vz G - a U, 8.
I presently roside ot

citizon for alout Yyenrs.
"I first jcined a union in hen I jcined the UMW, During

the last war I wms o pit committeman, sterted working for Kine B in about

and joined the P.M.h. in 1932. I quit working ebout a year ond a half
ego. Detween 1932 end 1937 I attonded union meetings quite regularly. 1
#c not recall much about the controct expiring with Mine B in 1937 in view
cf the fauct my mamory ie nct so good. To the beat of my recollection, I
think the strike wns called becnuse some of the mon wanted to be with the
frogressive union while the cthers wonted to be with United, '

"I ranenber that scme of these men who wanted to form o UMW
locel were DOMINICK#KBQUALE, TONY PLOTCE ond some others. A4s far as I imow
all cf the men wers satisfied with the FMi union. I remember that at one
¢f the unicn meetinge scme of the men were fired from the union because they
wore spies. I do recnll thot it was somotime around the time of the strike,
but I don't know eny of the detaiis. I knuw that thero were some clainms
maode that scmebody stole some ballots when the mine went #MA, but I do not
renember anything moro about the relationship between the ccmpany and the
unicn.

*I recull that thete wns same questica about o contract and wnges
abcut the time cf the strike, but I can't romember the details of the dise
putos.

"I e on the picket line pt mine B from scme time in Sept, of
1937 until I started working for t%ther Croek Corcl Co. I worked thera
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RE: JOHN L. LE¥IS, ET AL é?c—/ é 7

O

INT i H for abcut four years end did not work for Mine B agnin.
I never saw any fighting vhile I was ot ¥ino B and 1 wns
continuod nover threstened ot any timo. I remenber signing acme

kind of o petition at PMi unhion headquarters and I think
this wos o petition to the company ebout geinpg back to works

¥At tho time of the strike I was working
end I remanber lcocding scme of the cars short because everybody else wns
Acing that, but I don't remember why they were doing it: I don't remember
eny cof the deteils abcut the strike because I have alwoys had & bad memory.

"I think the petition that I signed wns a petition to the labor
beard to show them how mony PNA men were at the mine. I have read cver

this statement, havo initialed the first two pages;, and hereby sipgn the last
page. Thiz st-tement is true to the best of my memory.®

/+/
WITNESS
) Specicl Agents, F.3.1.
U. 8. Dept. of Justice
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Re: JOEN L. LETIS, ET AL 119/7::_,

it B o at ho noc a great deal of difficulty _
€4 ' . remembering 8 enc events * and so for that
s reason it is not belisved th:g W ~culd nake o good witness.

The sipgned statemant executed by-at the time of this interview
is being set forth as followa:

PAugust S0, 1943
Springfield, Ill.

»1, SN ke the followinz voluntary statement to-
“_both of whom have identified themselves as being
Special agents o .c rederal Buroau of Investigation. No threats or promises
have besn made to incduce me to make a statement,

—— T b
15,

*I was borp '
U. 8§, citizen sbout cars and prosently live at
presently employed at

%] first startod mininz in about JEER and followed that trade until
Juns of 1943, I joined the U,M.7. in about anc was in that union until
pbout 1932 when I joined the P,¥.A. I do not reeall when I went to work at
ifine B, but I wes thore when I joined the F.M.A., As far cs I was conderned
I wes satisfied to romain with United, but when the EMA camo :lnto being at
¥ine B I was more or less oompelleu to join A in order %o hold my job.
4s far as I was concorned, conditions werc the same under FUA as under the
United. I lived quite 2 way out of town 83 I never attended many of the
moetings. I heard about the FIA men being convicted for soms bombings in
about 1536 or 1937 & I alvays felt they werc not guilty of what they werc
chargod with,

"Bofore the time of the strike I don't remombor anmy activity on the
pert of the UMW, to orge.nite the men., 1 wes never asked to join the
U.¥., . bofore the time of the strike. I remember that a new contract was
to be eizned betwoon the compamy and the union in the spring of 1937.
I was quite sure the matter of wages would be settled by our union end the
company. 1 do not know anything sbout what tho union was doing to settle
the issue, os I herdly ever attended any moetings, I did not attend a union

moeting the nite boforo the strike.

. "0n the day of the strike I went to work aswsual in MM
8 drivor ond as I recall it a 16t of the men starting loading The c ort.

s
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Re: JOHN L. LETIS, ET AL 1970

Loy

INTCRVIESY WITH 1 asked soms of the men why they were loading ths\cnnl } ‘
" short and the men tolc me they were trying to bring ths
continue company to terms, 1 believe some of the men said they
didn't want to work with some men who were supposed to be

spies for the U, K.7. 1 do not know the names of any of tho men who were
supposcd to be spies, I do not know of my own knowledge what caused the strike,

N P Ry 3 \_- s Py

"] rensmber that within a fow weeks after the strike so dy asked
ne to sign a PMA petition to go back %o work. As I recall it these men
brought the petition to my housc, 1 also recall some men asking me to
join the U,li,A. ome night while I was in a tavern, but I told them I didn't

want to join the United. I was never threatened by anyone trying to get
ne to Join a union,

¥About two or three months after the striko I went to work for
¥ine A. I only workeod for Mine A until
- .

N — = o
Ih HJE DUl BLIY wU WU Gy kiU

. i RAVE 03I eGn o o GO
abor ce !&er nomrked in a mine aince that time,

*] have rcad over this entire statoment of four pages, have initialed
the firat three pages, and heroby sign this page. This statement is true

to the best of my memory.
SR (-:c>c¢)
-ltvﬂﬂllﬂ'

— (lignad) % Spocia.l Asont" eI -
-
U ::-oc) ) U S Dopt. of Justice
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, BTAL L)

B i
’

1D

INTCRVIEST WITH was interviewed, by Special Agents
and H ot which time he stated
e coulc not talk nglish language very well.F

is a rather elderly man and stated that he had a vory bad memory. ]
believed that this man would make & very poor witneas. Thore is being set
forth below .the signed statement executed by, at the time of this

, interview.
®August 30, 1948
Springficld, Ill,. -
"I, maks the followming vdluntary statement to
4 both of whom have identified themselves as
oing Special Agents o 6 Federal Bureau of Investigation. Ko threats

or promises have boen made to inducc me to make a statement.

and havo been a U. 8.
T 1 joined
and havo been & nmincr all my Iilc. started working
and stopped working in avout (i

¥ hen the rost of the miners joined the FMA I also Joined the F.ILA,
unisn., Y was working ot Ving B nt the time of the strike in Key of 1937
and I romember that a motor man came to me 2nd ¢01¢ me that the mine was on
strike, The msn were dissaotisfied with the union becausze of the high dues
they wero paying and becausc they weren't getting anything in return., I do
not know anything about any men who werc supposed to be spies for the U.N.T.
I do not know zcnything about any dispute between the men and the company.
I never went to meny of the union meetings at that €imo 8o I do not have
any knowledge about the union's activitie

"1 was born
citizen since about
the UMW, union in
for iiine B in about

*1 do not heve any information obout what took place at Mine B
betwoen 1932 and 1937, This statement hos been road to me by
at whoso rosidence I reside, and I wish to state thd
ru¢ ta ¢ beat of =y momory.

"y —s igned)
* {tnesscs

R
Spocial Agents, F. B, I,
U. S. Dopt of Justice"
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REs JOEN L. LEWIS, ET al. :
. éo’?c:/ L
70

SRR - iptorvionod ot
by Bpocinl agonts ond S
whioh timo hc statod ho hud only & wvuguo rooollootion :

s
evod ho would

IHTiiIiii ‘TITH

of whnt took plooe at Minc B at the tinc of the strike,

diffioulty undorstanding tho English lan o and it is

moke 0 poor witnose.

Thoro is boing sot forth bolow tho stotonent whioh wos tokon
at the time cf thoe intorviow wit It 4is boing noted that
etL ho did not want to s s stutoncnt inf.snuch o8 he wus

"Sopt 1, 1943
Bpringfield, Illinois

"I noke tho following voluntary stotcnont to
both of whan huvo idontificd thonsclves os
Bpeoinl Agonls o o Fodoral Burocu of Investigations No threats or -

pronises haove boon noadoe tc induco me to nako a stitencents

und hovo boon L Us.8e
wnd I en

"I wos born in
Citizon sinae ly hamo oddress
presontly

"I started mining in obout & Joinod tho UMIIL ot that
tinees I have nover hold an cffico in tho unione I storved wrking for
Mine B in 1937 ond at that tino I wus o noomber of the PMA unlan boosusc
1 had workoed ot-the Sanganoun Coal Coe boforo thot tinos I startoed
woridng for Hino B in tho epring cf 1937 and so I doan't kmow enything
nbout tho strikos I wus working s & tinboman ond at thet
tinc I wes working nights so I den ow wnything aubeut the wion
cotivitioss I nover heurd onything about any ncn who woro supposod to be
splos for the UMM I do not know anything about any woge dispute or
sontragt at the minc in the spring of 1937« I wos on the plokot linc 0%
tho minc for shout 62 doys cnd overything wus quiot ot thot tine. Thore
wis nc fighting or violenco that 1 know ofe

¥I wont book to work at Hine B whon it opencd up in 1839, ,
but only workod thore about & monthe I loft lfine B to work for tho Bulll:
C:0l Co which wus Progressivo ond lator worked at Punther Crock igf"z“q
1 quit Minc B boouuso I gct o bottor job und boouuse I ¢ldnv¥eliko to
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ED: JOHN L. LE7IS, IT al,
LR

INTERVIEN UITH work nightae b ’)_D
lcuﬂ!h

*rhis statonont has boon road to mo by agent P
and I wish to stato it is truoc to tho bost o
By DOROYYe '

His nark (X)

"litnosscs

)Speoinl #zonts, FeB.I.
‘U. §. Dopte of Justioo."

";OTEs This stotonent read tc [P e udntttoc it wus true, but he
doclinod to sign ite"
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RIS Speinglizld,
) Iiiin018, WiS 1LLErVi8nea Ly opecial Apent
‘ :\“. and m can understand very
1. little English and cannot carr ind ol conversation in the English
=P lanruage e wis intervieved by Agents through the cooperation of
o, T & who acted 28 interpretebh had very 1 e
“ {iTormation relative to the instant case and it 18 believed he would -

make a poor witness. There is being set forth below the following state-
ment which was exscuted by and signed with his mark, "X, .

HLe cmmdk Y THD
TAUEUSY J1, d94S

Sprinsfield, Illinois

“ make the following voluntary statement to
oth of whom have identified. themselves as
being Special Agents ol the Federal Burezu of Investigation. No thraats
or promises have been made to induce me to make a stztement. :

"I was born in
T am not a citizen of Tthe Ve o» 4 Srarted working as a m
! when I eame to the U. S.and joined the UM/ in I have never
eld any office in any union. I started working for e B in about
and am still employed at Mine B.. I joined the Progressive Union in 19
vhen the rest joined. Nobody throatened me at any time to join the union
znd as far as I'm conoermed, one union is as good as the other.

"I do not know anything about any of the men in Propressive acting
as spies and trying to organize for U.U.W. Since I cannot underatand much
English and cennot speak Vhe Enpglish language 1o any gre-t degrese, I never
heard anything about what the men were talking about. I never talked
about w-pes or strikes with any of the men at the mine. I just went to
the mine and did »y work and then eame home. I know there was a sirike
at Mns B in 1937, but I don't know what the sbrike was about except that

there wag an argument going on between United and Progressive.

’

"hen the mine went on strike I came home with the rest of the
men. I went out to the mine in Sept_ of 1937 and stayed on picket duty
et the mine wntil Thankagiving. I do not imow anything about any petitions
mit out by the P.!LA. In view of the fact I cnnot write my omn nome I .
know I didn't sign any petitions and don't remenber ever giving my consent

to anyone to sign any petition.

*I remember the NIRB election held in Dec. of 1937, but do not
knov any of the details of the election. I do not have any knowledge of
vhat took placé at line B between Dec_ of 1937 and lovember of 1939. I
heard the mine was %o open in November of 1939 so I went back to the mine.

;
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Re: JOHN L. 1E7IS, ET AL é?,?c

b p

“hen I started working for the mine in 1939 I stayed

a member of the PHA until about Jan. of 1940 when I

(continued) Joined the UKV, I joined the U7 becdause all the other
men were joining that union. As far as I was concerned

conditions were the same under United as they were under progressive.

Then I went back to the mine I was riven my old job as a gri:ger

I have never been threatened by anyone at the mine and I have never seen

any of the men fighting. The only thing I can say about the strike of

1937 and the conditions out there, is that ther- was soms kind of fight

on between the unions.

me and it is true to the best of my memory.
X (his mark)
“Htnesses

Special Agents, FBI
U. 5.Dept_ of Justicen
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R
S JORI L. LETIS, BT AL, A’ZQ,

LD

I ge iiilold.ng vestigation wos conducted by Bpeois ents
und in an effort to intervie '

ha en employe Mine B o time of strikes The oig m.

refleoted o T* rosiding ot at thet aadross

it was asoe o tho

‘ ho had lived &t thot tddross
opernted o gna station locato ,
*ﬂna interviowed ot thet place ot whioh time ] his homo-
oddrcss %o bo thot ho hod nevor worked ot line B and that
therc wua o groot possibil of thorc boling two in Spring=-

ficld.

. In view of tho fuot the who fomorly worked at
Minc B is no longer residing in this comnunity, no further offort is beling -

mcde to loonte hinme
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REs JOHN L. LETIS, ET AL é?c’ é% .

INTERVIE: m'rs* as interviewed by S
gents and
-appears to know nothing conce at mne B, it ong -

that he was unaware at the time that a strike had been callei at sane !
He would not make a satisfactory witness, he neither reads nor w# ites
English, and expresses himself with difficulty.

- He furnished the following sizned statement:

"Springfieid, T11.
Sent. 1, 1343

_ s AL ST 8 o Mao ok o Ao —d A [ 0
OdKe€ TOe 10LL0WLINE VOolwlvdry BLAvz2mentu —

both of whom have identified themsel=es au Fpecial

A_ents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. No thre.is or rromises

have been made to induce me to make a statement.

"I was born and have been a citizen since
I presently reside at I came to Illinois in
and started working in the mines then. joined the U, M. W, union

and have never held any office in any unicn.

"
'

in

"1 started working for Mine B in about and at that time I was
a menber of the Progressive union since "I ha en working at Peabody #5.
I have never attended many of the unionsaeetings and so I don't have any
information as to why - the mine went on strike. I went to work on the
da; of the strike and worked that whole daymas a digger. When
I came home that day nobody told me there was a e and in fact I got
up the next morning & waited for the men to pick me up to go to work.
when the men didn't come for me I went for a walk and saw some miners who

+n1Ad ma the mina wae An stwmilao
WAL M VAT MLLIMG TTGD Vil O Wl LnT e

"] remember that after the strike I signed a petition at Fro ressive
union hall to go down to vork., I think I siined some other petitions.
After the strike I heard that some of the .rogressive men were spies for
the Unjited, I do not know the names of any of the men who were supposed
to b= spies, .

"I never went to the :idn- whiie it was shut down and never was in
the picket line. T voted in the election of Dec. 1337 and as far as Y

chRE MRS ==t P& iAI2 HS%s =77

was concerned everything went along fine.

"] went back to work at the mine in 1339 when I got a letter telling
me to come back to work. I went back to work and took ud my old job., I
joined the U. X. Wi. a couple of months befor: the election at the mine in
i February in 1941. I joined the U. M. W. union because I thou;ht all the
- rest were joining up and I didn't vent to lose my job. Hobody even told

- 878 -
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RE: JOHN L, 1E.IS, ET AL

L"?C/‘- '.b"?D

tvreavies s NN zc thet I would lose m joo, but I

{continued) . didn't vant any trouble, I hardly ever
go to any union neetings now, and never

did ;o to many bccause i don!t understand the Enzlish langua.e vary well.

"] haven't any information as to what caused the strike.

nThis statement. was read to nc by EJJEi- the orosence of wy
wife and I wisi to statc it is truc to the best of oy memory."

o N

i tnesses

) Special Aucnta, F 31
) U S Dept. of Justice®

t
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Re: JOHN L. LEJIS, ET AL. \

elc bop
was interviewed at his residence,
m Springfield, Tllirois, by
e, a Uni e and iz emploed at

ne "3" a&s an entrymn He infurns that he has never been convicted of

a major crime, but refused to state whether he had ever been con-icted of any
crimes, q appears intelligent for a miner but conveniently forgets
things. . He wo not make a good government witness,

? The following signed statement was obtained from _

"Springfield, Il1.
August 29, 1943

== e -
L)

)

5}

el —————— S ——— -
of ingfieid, Til.
ma emm mtary statement to d—
vhom I know to be Special Agents of the . Bureau

of Investigation. I make it without fear of threat forece or pro-
mise of any kind.

"I was born inmand came to the U. S, in
about . I derived my U, o. citizernship from my father,

who was naturalized in Springfield, I1l, in

"I first started miring when I started work in Mine 'B! in
sprirgfield in about ] I belonged to the United IMiie tiorkers
.of America at that time. In 1932 our U7 local went ever to join
the rogressive }ane orkers of Amcrica, and I becane 8 PIA in -
1932, I changed because the majority of the men wanted to change.
I was a P}A from 1932 wntil the strike at line !B' in 1937, During
this time I never noticed any attempts on the part of the UINW to or-
ganize a picket of Mine '3' and I never noticed that any of the

anmmanyt alffiaiale ¢n ar-T war infloancad $ha man far aithae MU aw
LCLEPANy Ciliviauas 4l Qly WaY AdauCliUoll Wiv sl als Wawviavs wian wa

FiA. During this time I noticed no strikes or closodowns at liine
'B', I thought the Pii wnion was all right and the PMA officials
honest. I read of the bonbing cases about this time but I am
not familiar enough with this situation to be able to make a state~
ment.
-

*] remember some of the men were expelled from FMA but I do not
know why and I never asked vhy. I had very lit .le activity with
the indon. P altho I had been elected ¢n the PHMA Pit Committee

¥ weraliiy il =e UiV & e A =T

Yol in Dec., 1936. In about iarch, 1937, one of the PMA OITiciaLis TMose
P name I don't remember, surgested I resign from the Pit Committee

j
4
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Re: JOH! L. LEVIS, ET 4l.
b7 b?o

MWTERVIEW TITH because T was not capable, but neothing Loe 1as 32113
or done about this,

or.tinue

the mine at the time_ol %Y. 1Xe in May, 1937, or ripht befeore thai

time, and I didn't atiend any meetings of PIA during uhal tipe., I 4o
not know anything about the strike there was one, or how it wos

Joined them for about a week,

"Duri g the summer of 1937 I do not renmember signing any

petitions either for Uiii or FiA.

"] do not remember having been called to work at ¥ine B! be~
tveen ;ay 1937 and hov., 1939, and I do not rermember whether any effort

was made to open L'E_J._gg__'B_'
"] don't remember anything about a Ul organizing in 1937,

"] was at the Mine 3¢ picketing when the U, §. .Aarshall came
out just before Tharksgiving of 1y37 and told us we had vo ieave, I just
walked off and thought no more about it.

®T remember votisg in a lational Labor Relations Board Eiection
in Dec. 1937 in vhich Pl beat ULl,, I was not threatened in any way in
this election.

*I returned to work in Mov. of 1939 as a rrogressive and changed
to U the followding spring. I» force cr viclence of any kind was used to
make me change to Uls and i cha'yred bocause I saw most of the fellows were
changing to U.i,

#During this time I knev of no organizers in the rine and after
I heard some of the PIi men verc becten up I never said anmything which
would indicate that they were. Since the Spring of 1940 I have becn
DM7 and no one has tried to rmax> re chaige. T voted in the NLRB election
in about 1941 when UMY won, “vt® ore threatened me in any way. '

%/hen I rctumned to “jork in Nov, of 1939, I don 't renemocr
sceing anything wnusual like results of fires or cave=-ins.

=3B8lw




