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scnt around 8> that the P.l... sould 1ater presont it

t» the nanizoment and show that they had a majority.
1 dontt rcenll sirning any sther petitions in“4¥is years
No onc asked me to Join =ny anion in ths sunwr of 1937.
1t this tinc I was weriine Lo another minc. '

2 aIn h: wl-ctium in beccnbur 2937 1 woted £ar Pullb. bocause 1
1ikcd th-t unim, and T thourht that the n.jrity of the nen wope in favor
Of P-”ud.

wibsut o we.k ofter lnc B opened in 1939, when I @2s vorking in
b.ck to vork in iine B

Ponther Crock ipc #2, (7. Elshoff asked 1. 0 8070
I 500n returncu 99 wrrk an idne B, out oL’ aot Join the V..l wntil the

"I joinc? the UL 7. at

E ol

this timc bseanss I wmmted 2 continue i
. workin- in idnc B an2 I £01t thnt 1 should join the 9. I can't '
recall why I £foI¥ thet 1 shwld §vin the Tulosy ~nd I en't reneber any
garticular r.~sms for oy Joininy U.lLo. In the clection of Felruary 191

voted for U.lile .
mhile I have boop workinm at dnc B, I hove never Beon any trouble

of any kind. I havc never scen any vioslencs: of any kind. '

"

n] gtate that I hove rcad this suitoment consisting nf this and E

t> the bust of ¥y k.

spno othor typowritten PACC, and I state that it is truc
knowledpe and rccollectione. . -

TitnosscB:

peein a~ents,
Spri.n:,f_.’wld, Ili.»
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INTERVIEG WITH n intsrviewsd at his residence,
E—ul—-'l-‘!‘ T11¢mals e
§ Vi dlga & ol W e B e
pecial Lgents and
appenred to be willing to cooperse alter
giv the signed stotemesnt act forth below, advisod that he would be
willing to testify to the facte in this statement. It is belioved that

thie person would make & good witness. _
. The following is tho signed statement obtained rrom-

s _3__a_1 L &5 1
springfisid, Ill.

August 25, 1943

whom I know to be Special Agents of

the Teqora; Eureau of Lmsugaﬂ on, U. 5. Dcpartmont of Justice.

"] proscntly reside a Springfield, Illinois,
and I was born inois,

"1 joinod thc United lino “Jorkers, hereinafter referred teo as
the UN,, and became & chorter member about , and 1 romoipned s member
of the UM, until September, 1932, On about eptem‘rer 6, 1932 the TW",
lnecal 240% traneferrcd to the Prnzreasive "ine Torkers, horeinafter referred
to as the P at which time I was working ct mine B noar Springfield,
Illinois. I also transferred ovor to the FMi at that timo, and I remained
a member of F¥ . end nevcr went back to the UM, I worked off and on.at
Mine B for about K

served in that union as a pi
ycara, This was about

*rhile employed under the UMY
committeeman in local 2403 for abou

*prior to Septcmber, 1932, it appoarcd that the UM and Nr. Elshoff,
Opcrator of Xina B, werc getting elong well togother bocause they had a
working sgroement, Then thc PMK, Local §4 was formed at Mine B on
Scptenber 6. 1932, 1 thought the wiowpoint held forth by the Py was correet,

and foel that the rest of the mincrs felt the same at thet ¢ime, Y ALA

not take an active part in the formation of PN in this or any other mins,
but I wont along with the group, because I felt that the group was right.
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INTERVIE. ~ITH “Regarding the reletionship betwsen Elshoff and Locel 54,
I between Septsmber, 1932 and April, 1937, everything
c went along alright to stert with, but about from 1936 oo,

Elshoff seemsd to favor the UM and wanted to deal with
thom and a0t the PMT. At this time I did pot take an activo part in union
affairs e.¢ am unaware of the methods which may have been used by Elshoff
to influeunce the men to join the UMi., I do kmow that in January, 1940, efter
the minc had re-opencd, on threc consccutive days I observod about fourteen
miners, whon 1 kmew to be membors of the P, apply for work in the mine

offices, but werc refused with the statement that thore was no work for

them, They werc at thet timc members of Local 77, PN, 1 2lso obscrved
that during thc same period, & numbcr of cthor minors werc hired by the mdne,
2ll of whom wcro mombers of the UL, _

. *:5 ¢o the rclztions botwoen P officials and PMT0 minors, I feel
the mombers werz s2tiefi:zd and felt tho union was boing run woll. There
vas no split in the P until the DET and Elshoff attempted to persuade the

Pif% minere to join thc T.l). 1 say this beczuse several mincrs, whoseo names
T dps not remember, toid me that thov were arvnroached and threatened if tgy

A WU LUV A THGUWYE p wird W sk Aaim W weany W wad W s Yewaabhe =42 Sais TR PR

did not join the UM'. This was accomphshec by bringing in men by UM who
pretendsd to be working, but in reality they spent their time contacting

the miners to get then to join the UM.. Thesc men told the minecre they had
better change their minds and join the UMi. Somc of these men had not worked
in the mine urtil the tr

le storted., Trnir names are ------m
, but I cannot recall a €
nomea. N, whose 1las re isted above worked with ths-.

following twelve mon wWho werc holding F¥. union cards, but who formed a UMV

1ocel and tried %o comnect the miners with the TAMF: Joe Albanesc, Androw

o N N - VimiT e e e ATl i T

Schrelevious, Dominic Pasquale, Pete Cartor, Frank AMy_Elotcs.
John Anenlds, John Sirtout, George Jacaway. mnory?e.cnway, Cho.rles Bohannon,
Jimes Halke .

¥.ith reference to the rolationship between Local 54 and UM, from
September 1932 to April, 1937, 1 do not recsll that UM, had a picket line
or distributod any literature, but the UM did have organitcrs in the

YMinc B who I mentioned previously in this statement., Thosc organizors worked
havder on +ha minare whp conld not mncak zood FEnglizh and it has been =y

BaARL Wik WA lkiiile W eas ¥ Y B Hme=a ==

undorstanding that some throats were used and s incrs wore beaten up as

G8 DM prossure. 1 recall that who reside of
and ia employcd by
well & WeTQ o.mong thoso baaten

“ resides at
Springficld Illinois

|
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"7 folt that tho membors of PM who wero defondants in the
bombing cascs were not rosponsible for their acts, but

1 do not know who did the bombing. The miners I spoke
with thought thesec mon were framed,

"I vas satisfisd with the financial sadministration of the Pi. 1f
there wero ary special assassmonts they were voted for by the rank and file,

*I dop't rocall what the P officisls said about the temporary
agrecment with Elshoff in April, 1937, but sincc the P., on a Nationpal
Sctle, wee smaller than the TM7, 1 know that the PMT would go along on
about thc same basis as ., aftcr th U7 made ¥mown thoir contract.

"] did not attecnd the PUX mecting held on the might of May 11,
1837. I rzcall that th- announcement for the mecoting was posted on the
bulletin board at tho mine by the chock woighmon., I kmow that the five
FAT. miners who were oxpolled from PMT during that mecting were cherged with
recruiting for the M7, I suprosc the mincrs who did not attond the

mceting were notified of the eoxpulsiom of the five minsr, by word of mouth,

*] do not know why thec coal cars were loaded short after the
abore five men were thrown out of Locel 654, PM.. I signed the PM. petition
on May 26, 1937 which was presented to Elshoff showing that the PMv had a
ma jority and should be the sole bargioning 2gent. There was mno compulsion
used to enduce mcmbers to sign this petiiion, end the petition was presented
to the miners ot the mino. I do not recall that UM7 issued a petition in
the summer of 19537. I was not esked to join UMV local 7469 on July 29,
1937, but a mincr namcd Lee D. Pumgarner who had been & member of tho Fi7,
but who lator joined with thc Twelve men whose names I havo sct forth in
the above ststcment, including Dominie Pasguele, approached ms and said,
t11'd like to sce 21l you old fellows joined up with Iy as I'm afraid you
will lose your jobs if you dontt,! He did not otherwisc throaten me. How-
over, 88 already montioned in this statement, othcr members were threatoned
and some were boaten.

*3th ref~-rence to the ettompt to open the mine on Soptomber 27,
1837, I bolicve 3 got motice of the opening by work of mouth, £As I recall,
prior to +his opcning, the PA had a meoting and docided that if the mine
oponce it would only open az & PM. mine, because the PM- had s contract
-;*.jCh the Mine B, .

"The PIL0 did not considor that tho FPederal Injunction of December
13, 1937 was just, but all the PX7 miners complied with it., The opersatives
cttempted to open Line B on Docomber 13, 1937, I did not got to work on
the first day, but wont there on Decomber 14, 1937. I heard that twolve ,
men had gono below ground the doy before., The FMT storted picketing and
I helpoed them picket a couple of days. w2 did mot import men from outside

.
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the P to help in the piocketing, although & few of the
pidkots, all members of PMY, were fram othor mines near
Springfield, Jllinois,

INTERVIC . TH
!con!inuo!l

®In the Nntional L-tor

in Rolations Roerd slection held on Deoccmber 15,
1937, there ¥ns o regular baliot cast., I believo thias was -%aken st the
Arsennl Building, 4n S»rinzficld. To my knowledse, thore appecared to be
n> froud or strong arm tactice on the part of any membor of PN, After
this cleetion, I stnyed on “PA as thc ninc was not open. I don't recall

en attegpt to re-cpen dine B on Janusry 4, 1938.

- antt o 22t e -

*At thc oponinz of the mine on Novembor 6, 1935, T understood
that the regular woge s nle would bo paid. Elghoff did not want the P/

mon on the minc propo:n- . Ho we=wted to costract with the UK at that tiwme
but could not do it t:oc..use the mngori*y of the miners were with the P,

*During the p:eriod from Novomber 6, 1938 to February 21, 1941,

when thce election m:slhgjd. rs T vas a regular member of PV, and & miner,
and did not have conmcuct with th: Opcratives of the mino, 1 ocannot say
what cvidonce thero might have boen indiceting that the Oporatives were

favoring the UMI., Tho UMW continued to try to cowert FXi miners,

*In 1940 I was o member of the FA™, and so did not sign e union
merbership car, 1 remnin & membor of the FMT, I balieve Elshoff favored

the T,
*] have carefully read and fully understant the three pages of
this statemont vhich contains the truth to The best of my knowledge.
(signed)

s F.B.I. (signed)
Spl. Agent, F.B.I."(eigned)
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RANA N inois, was interviewed on august 27, 1943
5 o somctan o (O - VR WD = + o
appearance, is sincere, anc would make & presentable witness to the facts .

within his knowledgze,. He =xecuted the following written statements

#Sprinsfield, Tlinois
August 27, 1943

. make the following voluntary atatement to’
9 and whom I know to be Special Azents of the Feder
eau of Investigat_on, U. S, Departwert of Justice.

1 joined the
22raCa wWho woll be referied to hereinafter as Uiy
when 1 was about fourteszn yea:ss old. I worked
later moved to Sorin:field, Illinois where I have
rears. i prezent residence is
Tihwss o+l I am emnloyed by

. L] was b
United ine sicrkers
about in
in the wines in

lived for the Ja.t
Corin field.

®T first siarted workin:> in Mine "B" near Sprin-field, M.
about m as a meobor of U.Z;. T 3orked in thst uine es a member of
0% until Seplember, 1732 until the rrou.ssive Mine workers of America

was formed, This iast nzmed union will be rélerred to hereinafter as the
Pl:;ll

non M. 12, 1937, the dar I recall the miners first struck at
Ming "B", I laft the mine and iever worked there after that date. I never
held any office in any union,

o » e e it rEl
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"From the time I started working in Mine "B" until September, .
1932 relations were generally pgood be:vieen UMY and Carl Blshoff, the
mine operator. : :

it 13k A
| _’e‘ie‘-‘g

"I heard thzt Eishoff had visited Ray Bdoundson's Office in
the M. buildin: in Springfield, T11, and had been seen a mumber of times
leavin_ the UMJ buildin_, I heard Oscar Falcetti made trips to Auburn,
Virden, Dawson, anmd Springfield, Iliinois to try to persuade P'a meabors
to change over to UK., These trips were made after May, 12, 1937 after Mine
SR #B" had struck, I have no personal informetion concerni'n this, but learned
- it by word of mouth; the ori in of which is not known to me,

; LK. 1
‘7&
£

"During this period I am firmly of the opinion that Elshoff
and Falcetti did pot want to do business with the officials of the Filk union,

- 265 -
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INTSRVIE. WITH > MY uas satisfied with the leadership of =y
(contimed) —— union, Local 5&; Fuh &t all times. ¥ never

kmofnﬁ&menberwhowantedwretumto
Ul while I was emploved at )ins *B%,

"I attended cbout one third of the P4 union meeti'.ngs" duri’-ﬂz
the oserioc butwece. Septemb.r, 1332 and ﬁ‘,rll' 1,37, but I wes not active
in wnion matters.

%] knew nothinz of the activities of fthe twelve miners s
were alledged to be acting as spies whil: holding Progressive Union cards
employed at Nine "BF.

WLelative Lo the vaie scale coniroversy in the Spring of 1937
the Filn officials 7 I.y, 1337 told the mine s :hat tliey were supposed %o
et buck per dating bazk to april 1, 1937 on a retroactive a reewent. This
was never peid, and . mr knowled_.e hes never been paid to this tine.

7o my knowledg:, there was rever any trouble in spril, 1937,
because of dissetisfaction over wa_es. &3 to the back pay, Blshoff stated
he never had a contract to pay tiae miner retroactive pay and refused to have
any more to do with that mattcr. I understand that there never was a
written contract concernin: the retroactivz pay feature, btut that therc was
an oral agreement on the matter with EBichoff.

_ 8] did not ettend the Pila meeting held on the mizht of May 11,
1927 at which time, I understind evidence was ;resented a ,.inst some PMA
nembers who were expelled {row Fi'a, I understood these men held cards with
the U7 as well as with the PiS. and this was why they were expclled from the
. I b.lieve the coal cars were bein, loaded short because Elshoff woull
not discharze the mincrs who had been expelled from the Fta union on the
nizht of May 13, 1337. ,

Therc was 2 lot of talk at this time, that is, at tho time
the coal cars were boing shorted, about the miners who had bee ejected
from Pin. As far as I know all the miners with whom I t-lked knew F
Moy 12, 1937 that the miners had been ejected from .Hu. 481 the
followin: uen were throun out of local 54, Plu. at the PMa meetin: on the
ni_ bt of lay 11, 1937: -

—_— JO& ALBANISE JOHN i JNLS
BTy DONTHIC FaSyULE JOEW BTRTOUY .
S FETER CARTER. _d'o'rr‘m

' FRUNL WUSTIW . . {LES BOtaNYON
TONY FLOTCE JATES WYX
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INTLRVC LY "HT- ®The miners learned of the ejection of the abow:
(conti_'.rued) men from Local 54, by word passed from one

miner to another. 1 did not kmow of any miners
who dié not feel that these men should have been thrown out of the union, and
the, felt thot these miners should not coatimue workin: at Mine ®B®, I signcd
the Pla petition of Uay 26, 1337. . ——

#Tt mas i understanding that Elshoff alva:s contended that
the UI%) had a wajority in this mine, and I sizned this petition to show 1
wWas a rrogressive menbor. I 8i_ned it voluntarily.

"I remonber thao later cn in 1527 I si:ed ancther PMA petition
but I don't recall the _haracter of it.

"] wEs p‘.rwmll,' aopra.cbed in the business section #2 Springfield
by Biil Sirtout, & muni .r of M7 and he told mc that he eould get ten dol-
lurs Irom-Rogfdiunds; -5, who was President of UM anytime he wanted it, be-
cause of thc 1"or1?T_r: donz for Ulli. Tais was on New Years Eve, December 31,
1937.

"I reczll that Eoors Jucaj;g;f come to my house two or three days baf.: .
Mine ¥"p7" attempted to ro-coen in b\.,:cmocr, 1937. H< told me thal he wanted
me L0 0 back to work when thi mine was “¢ ru-open and named thc date it was
to re-open. Howcver, he told me that if L did not chang: ovir to UILT thera
would be no necd for me to come to the mine at all.

*] hav. always been satisfied with the menner in which the :la local
54 has becn managed by its officials and at no time havc I been desirous
of returning to work under U},

%] have read and initialed each pe_c of this stetenent comsisting of
two and onc half pazes and it is wruc and correct to the best of my knowledge,=~

o/ N
wIitnaassy

R <-io it F. 5. I,
. _ . = L= = = =
S Sccicl ¢nt Fe B. L]




1943 by Spc.ci'zl Agents
arcd sincere, coopcrative, and advised thav no

18
H: st.42d he viould not care o -W

ne pre-ent oificials of that union,

e g
d’

no foll.iing voluntary stotoment o
¥am T 'mo7 to be Special Apgonts of the
. S. Depactmert of Justice.

"I joxned the United

—— .._.I T

o
A ————— R ——
e

9T first vork.d under the Ul

in the State o

s minc was opcrate
der the U‘I .

ny rcco.

— “Later 1 worked at

#Y worked at the C.O.F. co2l minc at - Ti1linois until
By wdcr the DL, _
"I went to - Illinois and worked there under the Ui, from

svous (I

R
“cst Mne.

. w15out W T st-rtcd vorking under the Uif7 at line “B" near
' Springfield, Illinois. I lost worked at pino "B on lay 12, 1937,

n only wnion offieoc I hove cvor held was on b t Cormittec
at 2 minc at I1l4nois sometinc from

—268-

tg_ T1linois ~nd worked under 47 at the

-
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INTTRVIF. "TTH 91 romeaber that somctime from
sur nincrs vho wers

continue :
' an RTisE o .

of Carl Flshoff. Thes: od unimn nc"zbcrs, uho had thc :I.ntercst
of the aiqers ot hoart, -

" John %anf.cr durin~ that period froo 1929 to 1932 was the
St-tc Prosident of the UL, Talker did not scom to fight agzinst the
discharpge of the U7 m.mbers. I think thesc nmen night have objected o

thc woy Elshoff ~eted on the contraet h-d between hinmsclf and the UM at
th~t tinc, A ‘rere of fi2irls of the UIlT at this time. I
thinl: th-t Elsh2ff d.mn~ 1his neriuvd worlid hove acted beyond the contract
in his omn intcr-st" ¢wing this period <7 he h.d gotten the chance to

do so. It so.ms to o tvhat eohn H. walkor might have boen afraid of Elshoff
for son. r.ason durinsg this pcriod.

NI romenber one incidont prior to 1932 when Elshoff :md Falcotti
vonted the men o tolke o hal7-hour lunch period dnstcad af 15 minutes which
wiould mike the nmen work until 4:40 Tl and not 4:15 Fi. Llshoff vmld
h-ve bencfited a fom minutis on cash conpiny man by this arrangemunt. The
company nen all belonzed to UMY, Ilanoff did not pet his way and the men
did not h-vec to work thc extrn time.

"In 1952 John H. Talker ws stran: for a rcduction in the w.ge
scile contract with Ui and the operators.

nThe St-to officizls of UITT held the first votc on the reduction
at avery loeal office. It 2apc:red that tho acjority voted <gainst it,
Thon —nother wotc s taken and it went stronger agzhinst the reduetion
than the first votc. John H. Unlker know he could not hondle the situation
and it rust have boen inportant that thore should be a2 reduction in the
wage seale for Wrlker sas then backed by John L, lewis vho claimed the sccond
voting ballots wurc stolen ond pushed through the reduction, It looked
tu me like the ballots werc stolcn by luwis's ovm men.

""hen the Progressive line Torkors of Anerica was formed in
Septomber, 1932 which will be refurred to hercinafter as P 1 went along
with thc others and joined. I was in fovor of the Now Progrcssive NovQ~
ment, T beliswe thot the officials of the UMT night have conferred with
the @1linois Coal Operator issn, on tho matter of reduction of the wage
sedlc an that tho WI7 of ficiils might have been gettine financial assis-
tanee for =mttins this lower wege scnlc into cffcet, For this rozson nnd
tho ruason that I belisved the ballosts were atolcn by the UH/ theaselves,
I am g1-4 to join thc Fif.

~ 269 -
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INTERVIE = ITH "I rot 2lonp well with the Pl officials and as far as
I know the othcr EL nmembors folt the saoc wiy. I heard

; . - T nb: o ol o]
!continueg! ny storizs of chisling »n the part of Pii officials,

3
,gs Uil7 did not picket the ifine "B
0

¥ knmilodre, nor was any literature

&4 .'l.-...'l - e D"‘-
VLVLTICCS 2 ICTY &L
el

032 to ‘Lprll 193

- +
LU w

I o
ot any tiw -r
distribut.d oy 007 men.

t

"On - 11, 1937 ther: wms & Szceizl aceting called by the Puld.
I believe 1 nttended this neeting. I do ruecll the twelve nen who held
Fil. eards, but wh» 2-~it-~tzd for the UL, T bolicve the f£511owing minzrs
verc the five whoy wore taromn uib of the rfi4 at this mecting on lhy 11,

1943

'JHF 1Tn LA Al "E
DOLONIG P.SJULLE
rf:;ﬁﬁid-n.

"Pron ny own knowledse, I can not say that any of the twelve
nincrs accused of ar-it-~tin- Jor Ui actunlly did do so. ,

nI heard that W7 o sney nas paid to some of the twelve niners
who were alleged 4o be ~rzit-ting for the U prior 2 Wy, 3337«

"I knx: nothing about the relations betwoen the ULl and the
opcrators prior ¢» 1937.

*I wnderstood fronm Pill officinls that 4f the contract was signed
by Elshzff and Fis officials the miners whuld rct the back pay to April ],

1937.

#1 hoard Pete Cartcr say one morning during this poriod, in the
Sprins of 1937, vhei e were wondoring 4f we were poing to pet our back
P2¥, that we had no contraet with Elshoff and what was the usc of working
without a eantract. He sald the miners ought not go down ints the nin
sad work bognhusr thare v nn eantrack.

"I knew sy of the coal ears werce shorted on lbhy 12, 1937, but
I dn't knovu why.

nl believe I sipncd the Pl petition of ﬂay 26, 1937, 1 believe
Ray Edrmndaon clained the U7 had thoe majority and Flii wanted t» show that
Edmnundson was wrong. 1 sipgned this potition near the picket linc at the

nines.
*I sipnad the potition of lby 26, 1937 voluntorily. I have

|
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1937, Uy doctor told mo not

Tinally ro-spenod.

%Under the present set-up I would mot want t- work under the
nst trust U7 officicls. It is not a donmocratic orpamizatim

John L. lowis or any sther man holds such emtrol.

"I h-ve reat this stitcmont ¢ omsisting of threc and m> half
pams and have initiaic the pages and it is true and eorrsct to the best

of my knwiledrs and holisf.

§itness:

ccr2l soent, FOE.T.
!puc!a! n.:un! !B. 1.n

-o'n -

e s ——— g —— o e e e S v e B

_ ®In s e ronner I hond thwt% a mincr 2t i3ne
nBY had ooen botten up by * in 1939, Zr i4nc "B" was

w
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Re: JOHN L, LEVIS, ET AL

e

. T — _mP This individual is OPM
ol T\ origin and has been naturalited. is unable to read the English 1

and had iittle understanding concerning the matter under inquiry, but wes
\f cooperative. Hs executed the following written statement which was read to

- N e

o o=
3 —
ugus .1943.

"I, nake the foll-wing voluntary statoment to
an whom I know to be Special Agents of the
gcoral puresau of Inves<igation, Us S. Department of Justice.

"~ . s S —

"1 reside Illinois, I was bors
on I became a Neturalised citizen of
the Unite n SEDLOMDEr a I arrived in the United States in

“The first mining union I joined wns thc United Mine Torkers of

hAmerice, horeinafter referred to os tho Ui, et m Illinois about

I worked there under tho UL until aApril, « JThis was in Poabody
Mine 52, I was not working from 1932 to 1535, 1In April, 1932 thie Poabody
mine elosed due to lack of a contract. Altuough I was mot employod in
September, 1932, 1 joined the P;ogw which will be
reforrcd to hereinafter as the P, atm Illinois, and I joined this
union voluntarily as the loccl I had b g under all joined the FMA.

®From April, 1832 wmtil 1935, month not recnlled, I was not employed
in coal minos. About August 1935 I went to work in Mine B as a menmber of
Fi'a. I never hell any office in either FlA or UMA, P took no active part
in the formition of the PMi., I went to very few PMA union meetings as they
were hold in Sprinzfield and it was not convenioent for me to do sc. I jJust
went to work and minded my business, and I know nothing sbout the relations
between Elshoff and Loeal B4 of FUA from August 1935 until ¥ay 12, 1937,

when the mine closed., I never went back to ¥ine B after that date,

*] hoard that the UMY had organizers in Mine B to get some of the
niners to join the M7, but I do not know who they were and they nover
o ntactod me. I hoard that some of thcose men were expellsd but I did not
go to the meeting and know nothing about it.

*From Moy, 1937 until Ootober 14, 1839 I was unemployed for FA, ’
and on October 14, 1939 I got 2 job at th hne no I1linois
25 A momber of the PMA, 1 heve worked thére ¢ver sinee,

-

INTERVIZ, WITH m Illinois, was jointly interviewsd
WS -t his homo on 0, 1943 by Special Agents - B



Re: JOHN L. LESIS, ET AL

-147;?c:, ' L?,?J:) !3‘55555()

b ~ "JITH ™I did not picket &t Mino B and never went back after
Yay 12, 1937. I remenber signing the FMA petitior on
cortinue ] May 26, 1837 to show that 1 was a mesber of FMA, T am

not sure where I was when 1 signed this petition. I did
n-t get in the union trouble. I liked the UM but did not l1ike to take the
redustion in the wage scale in 1532, 1 am satisfied with the PMi, I think
it is a good union and since I am a member of this union I would not ocare to
change the union at all, or to join any other umion.

*This statement cbns%sting of ons and one-half pages has been read

to me by since I do not reed much English. I fully
underston ¢ contonts 15 statement, and it is true to ®he best of my
knowledge.

" itnessed:

(siznod)
(signed)
Speoinl Azent FBI
{signed)
Spocial 4pent, F.B.I."

- 273 =
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‘Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL b ¢
| CbIo

Illinois, was jointly inter-

INTERVIES “ITE

* red a s hone on Aupust 30, 1943 by Special Agents
T G

is ofF ! § bocen naturiiized. He is wnable to read the

Enplish l-nguage and h.s little understanding concerning the matter under

inquiry, but was coopcrative.

Ho exccuted the folloving written statement which was read te
H Nlinois
ugus y 1943
nY make the following voluntary statement to
and vhom I dmow to be Special Agents of
¢ Federa gau of Inv.ctigotion, U. S. Department of Justice.

#1 1mas born and arrived
in the United States in

. I w:-s naturalized at S rggfield, Illinois
R -

in- I presently live on
under the United Mine

W] first started ssorking in a minc in
’A/‘-;’quers of America, that will be referrcd to hereinafter as Ui, at the
C

:abody idinc ic-zr Dawson, Illinois. I startcd working in Mine "B" on

®linc "B" was opcrating under the PN and so 1 joincd that-
wion. Tho full namc of this wnion is Proprcssive Mine Vorksrs of Amarica,

hin by

and it will be referrcd to hercinaftor as PHA. I left the Peabody Mine
beeause it closed dowm in April 1932,

“From 1932 to 1936 I was uncmploy.d. Howover_ during two
wintcrs betioen 1932 to 1936 I worked at the Jeffcrson Wine at Springfinld
Illinocis.

"Y hnve nover held an offioce in a Mine union. I have never
attended any union mectings,

"Thoe last doy I cver vorkced at iing " a0 was on May 12, 1937.

vl startcd back to work at thc Panther Crcck mine in October,
1937. :

T I yas satisficd vorking under M. No onc ever told me to
2 stay with the PUA or to join the Uil/. I know nothing about the twelve
i , minors who werc supposed to b aggitating for UILT. T know nothing about

- 274 -
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Re: JOHN L. 1E7IS, ET il . o |

bLIC %)

H!’I’iHVIL:".' " ITH sape scale roduction problums and wanted only to be
paid for my work. I saw no troublc of any kind in

lcon%inuags Hinc "3 and paid no attention to troubles between
tho unions or betweon the operators and the vnions,

"I wont out to line "B" geveral times after it had closed with
anothur man vho I rode to work with, tut the othor miners did not go
dovn into ths minc, so I didn't.

nI nover helped picket at 4ine B. I have worked under the
T and also the Pill. I now work under tho P, T ke tho PHA, but I
will work under cither union. It mhkes rno difference vwhich ons.

"I know norh_.n + avout unions or how thoy are run. I only
want to work and cirm a _rnng.

."3‘.& m——\ B e i

"This st tzment consisting of onc and thalf hzs becn rend
and I fully understaont it. It is

to mc by
true to tAZ b iy owledgs.

nitness:

gpccial Ageng F.B.I.n
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET 4AL.

Lo Lo

pis, was m!ervierwe! ! !pec!a! gem
A and on Auguut 31. »

W\ at pring d, Illincis, where

¢ he employe _ 18]l was cooporative, but he
rnakes a pem appearance, docs not appeer to be positive of his statements,
end gives the impression of having a faulty memcry.

Following is a signed statemsnt obtained from—

'Springfield, Illinois
August 31, 1943

b ! meke the following voluntary statement
to n whor I know to be Special Lgents of
the Federa uresu of Investigstion, U.S. Department of Justice.

*] wes bomm I am regis-
tered with Seclectivc fervice Beard No. 2 ringfie oig, and I am

presently employed at Springfielad,
Illincis, as a laborer 1
presently reside cn

"The first mining job I ever had was with the Coal Com-
pany at SR I1lincis. I worked there I‘rom-to arch, -
"I began working at Mine "B¥ near Springfield, Illinois in March

and worked there until in closed in May, 1937, when the mine reopened
n November, 1939 I started working in Mine "B"™ and continued working there

\ . INTERVIE WIT

1

Y A

until
\ 'At“ Iliinois I wcrked under the United Mine Sorkers of
bmerica which wi e referred to hereinafter as the TMi&. From March,

until September, 1932, I werked et Mine "B"™ under the Ww. 1 worked under
the Progressive Mine Torkers of ILmerice which will be referred to herein-
after as P4 from September, 1932, until one or two weeks before the socond
NLRB election of February 21, 1941, with the execption of the time when the
mine wes closed down which was May, 1937 tco November, 1939. About February,
of 1941, I signed s TV card because I was foroed to, and not because I
wanted to do so, : '

i ®I have ncver held an office in any union.
*] wanted the PMA to be formed in September, 1932, beocause the

UM. was always taking cut too much money from our wages: 1 felt this was
unnecessary and I felt tho Wi officials were getting rioch on the rank and

- 276 -
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Re: JOHN L. LE.IS, ET AL. Z -

-

1A ™
v

INTEHViE. '..Iii file miner under the WV, ’
“Before SBeptember, 1932, we always secmed to gst along

feontinued}

wi
woll with Elshoff end Faloetti. During this period

Bine "BY closod down for sbout four months due to lack of coal orders.

%7 was srtisfied with the wey the PMA was run, end I think the
leaders of the P4 treated the miners fairly. I aid pot 1ike the special
assessment taken from my wages the first year. I worked under the FAL, dut
the PM4 was newly organized and needed the monsy obtasined by the special
essessments so it was alright with me. I attended scme PMA meotings, but 1

never had much to say eb~ut either union &nd tcok no active part in forming
union pdicies,

*There were o-cut twelve men in IHine TB" who worked there from
1932 who were UL, orgnnizers although they held Flh cards, These men wers
as followsy

JOE aLB/lESe— J

LFDRE.. SCHRELEVIQUS _LEE BULGARNER {"Cudge")
DAINIC PASULJ..E _GEORGE JLCk. . .AY

PETE CaRTER ELORY JiChkY

_FRoNE LUSTIN CHLRLES BOBANNQE

"TONY PLOTCH JaBS HALE

¥, number of times I sew Emory Jacaway, Charles Bohannon, and
Tomy Plotch in Elshcff’s office before the men went to work in the morning.
These men and the other nine mentioned ebove al) appeared to be very friendly
with Elsheff, It locked like these twelve men were much more friendly with
Elshoff then the other mipors. This was before the mine shut down io 1937
and also after ths mine opened in Novermber, 1938.

*I do not remember much about the wage scale trcuble, but I
remember that after the mine had opened in 1939 that there was a lot of talk
in the wash room that thoe LA men would get the back pay, but the Pro-
gressive members would not,

"I was not at the FA meeting on the night of iay 11, 1937, but I
heard abcut the meeting. I do nmot remember much abcut the results of this -
mesting, but I heard abcut the five men who were thrown out of the FAA for

being BT organizers, On the next day the coal cars came up shorted., They
we re ‘hnlnr gshorted by R, I dcn't mow why 'Hnnv ware shortsd.

mLihSe W we

"The strike started because Elshoff would not sign a contract
with Plii and becausc Elshoff wouldn't fire the five men who were thrown cut
of the PuMA.
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Re: JOHN L. LENIS, ET AL.

b7c. D

INTERVIE. WITH "I signed the PMA petiti.on of May 26, 1937, because

I wanted to show that I was a FAd member. I signed

Continuc it near Xine "B" while I was on the PMi picket line.
wane == ¥ J

"on September 27, 1937, when the mine tried to re-open only a
few men sttempted to go to work. The FAli mea did not try to stop these
few men frow. wcrking, but no one elsc would work. I remember thet the men
who went to work on this morning were the mep whose nemes I mentioned above
this statement who were Ukiw crganizers, but —was not
there.

%I believe I signed ome or two other FMA petitioms in 1837, but
I don't remember what tiicy werc sbout.

"] can't romembar if I went to the mine when it tried to open
in December, 1937 and Jenuaary, 1938.

"] wernt back *o work when the mine re-opened on November 6, 183%.
I understoocd we would get our back wages. “then I went back to work in
November, 1039, I worked im
of the mine. It looked like part of the mine had been clcared up a )
50 the men could work. I think one shift could have cleared it up. Ths
gir was bad.

"Before I left the Mine in kimy, 1937, I worked in H
hen I went back to work in November, 1939, I could not get in

because there wes o ccve in there. All my tools were buried,

"It looked like Elshoff never tried to fix the cave-in on the
because the day I went back to work they were pulling the
trock out cf the and they would not have done this if they
had intended to fix the cave-in and clear the JENJ It didn't look
like much work had been done to put the mine in working condition at the
time I went back to werk,

. hen I returned to work in November, 1939, I worked as a momber
of the FiL union.

"one or two woeks before the second N.L.R.B. election held in
February, 1941 I changed over to United Xine workers union. Charles
Bohannon and rhzane to my house tweice welce just
YeoTore the seco eLuReDa ect on end askod me to sign up with UkW. The
first time I didn't sign. The second time they told me I was one of the

. last to sign with WG and I signed. They did npt throaten me or give me

money, but I had secn Bohannon and Sirtout ‘boht ‘up & PMA miner just outside
the wash hcuse at the mine sbout a week before because he would not sign
with Wi,
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Ros JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL b?c

- b

"I Aid not want this to happen to me, so I signed up with WiW.

"I have earefully read this statemeni gonsisting of three and
one-half pages and it is true and correct to the best of my knowledge and

belief.
(a)

witnessed:

Bpecicl agent, FBI.
Special Agent, FBIl.

- 279 -

INTERVIE, & ®] yrow this other miner did not want to sign, but
I 4i4n’t hear any conversation between him and
{continued ‘-'____B_ol_agpgp and Bi{rtoyt before he was beaton,

.
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Re: JOHN L. LE™IS, ET AL

bL7¢. blp. .

INTFRVITY

B £101d
S

crviewed at

- Springfisld, J1linois, on So teger !,
and 'lIl'll!l!’lll‘!!llllil!!has
. cocp‘rattvc, had g fair understanding of the union icultices a ne “B"

tand he exccuted the followzag written statement, which he signed:

NS “Springfield, Illinois.
'; ' September 1, 1943

A "1 make the following voluntary statement to
i an , vhom 1 know to be Spscial Agents of
the roderal Bureau of Iavestigation, U. S. Department of Justice.

, and reside part &€ the time’

I am prescntly employed

, at Springfield.
> ynited States in

"1 reside at

i wai corn on
T Ap-;w—, ~a g
? 4 WL AVCU U.I.UJ.
who was noturalized

"] started working in Minc B noar Springfield, Illinois in
and worked therc until about and then loft that ¥ine for about a year,
I rcturncd to work in minc B sometime in From that time 1 worked
at Vine B.continuously until ¥ey 12, 1937 when it shut down. I did not
go out thcre again to try to go to work until after it ro-opened in .
Fovcmbcrl 1929, From Novomber, 1339 1 worked there continuously until

throuneh mv £

-
LniE Wil Ve S W

et § 1ngfie1d Illinois in

"I first joined a mine union at ¥inc B in This was the
Unitcd iinc “.orkeore of Amcrica, rcferrod to hereinaiter as WAL, I romained
e m.mber of the UMY until Scptember, 1932 at which timc Mino B signed & con-
tract with the Progressize 3ing Larkors of Amorica, rz=fcrrod to hereinaftoer
as thc Pdi, I remained a member of the PMA until after the second NLRP
election in February, 1941 at which time tho UMW won the right to be the
sole barzoining agent at Uine B. 1 joincd the UMYV and romained a member

untll— At tho present time I am not & member of eny mining
union,

"] never held an office in any mine union. Prior to 1932 Elshoff
got along alright with thc UM% at mine B. -The miners did not like it wvhen
it was reported that the ballot boxes had boen stolen in the UMY vote takon
in 1932, and it was belioved that the miners had voted sgainst the reduction
in wagcs, and for that riason, the ballot box was probably tsken by o membor
of UNV. Tho miners then started orgonizing the FMA. I voluntarily joined
the PMA in September 1932, and felt that it was well opsrated. I did not ha~.
any fault to find with the way FMA wes run. '

-
b

14
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Re: JOEN L. LE#IS, ET AL

b 7. l71)l)

"From September, 1932 until about three months befare the
mine closed on May 12, 1937, Elshoff seemed to got along
alright with the Fli. I never heard Elahoff or Falcetti
make any statemont as to which union they preferred.

However; about three monthc before the mine closed in 1937 therc were about

welve men In the mine cggi*atigﬁ for UMN. These men werc the following:

John Ananius, cames Inle, Goorge Jacaway, Emory Jacaway, Frank Austin

Charles Boha:mon, Dominic Fasquale, Peter Carter,; Tony Plotch Andrew

bchrelev1ous.

INTCRVIS: WITH

icontinued

"These above mentioned men were members of PMA, but aggitatl
to get the men to join TN, I heard Elshoff did not favor PMA as thal unlon
enforccd the reguletion: stricter thap the UMi. It seems the PMA had more
committce meetings with £ishoff than the UMW had and Elshoff became
dissatisfied with FifA. Thesc UMW organiszers talked to the men in the mine
prior to ifay, 1837 to got them to join Uii. Charloes Bohamnnon and*
talked to me in the minc about signing up with the UMA. Eohanmon szai
a friecndly way, 'you bctter sign up before itts too late!. I nover thought
this was & thrcat. I hcard the men, whose nemcs are given above as being
former UY: organiters, had talked other miners about changing from FMA
to D7, but I never overhcard any of these conversations.

"] only attendcd about % of the FMA union meetingz. I attended
thc spccinl FléA moeting at tho PMA hall on 6th St., Springfiled. I learmned
of the meeting from 2 notice et the mine. At thie mcoting, &bout five of

verc discharged. There worc obout 125 mon at this meeting. I believe

thc other miners hcard about it tho next day. On May, 12, 1937 onc of the
PNA T4t Cormithec mon told me to make my coal cars short, and I loaded mine
a 1little under avorage. I don't know why the FXA ~wanted them loaded short.
I holped PMA picket for ebout three wecks in the fzll of 1937, After that,

I never did go back until it re-opencd in ¥ovember, 1939,

"I do not romember signing any kind of 2 potition for eithor union
in 1937, “hen the mine rc-opencd on an opcn shop basis rolations ot the
mino were rather quiet. Later, tho men would be contacted personolly by
UM, membors and I would hear that a miner haed signod up with UMA. In the
letter part of 1940 and carly part of 1541, the UMY organizers worked hard
organizing and sct a dead line of January 16, 1941 to sign up by thon or
you would not get to work unloss the miner paid a foe to Join again,

"In Januiry, 1541, the 'Pace Boas' at kine B named m
. (phonotic fromﬁ Illinois, who wzs a UMW member, told me In tho m
: it vould beo botlor To sign up with UMT as it would be a lot of trouble later

o and maybe I couldn't join up later, A few days bofore, o big organizer of
UM who came in from southorn Illinois seid it would be best to sign up as

~ 281 =

the aggitators were accused of organizing for UMW, but I don't rocall if they
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Re: JOEN L, IERIS, ET AL

INTERVIL‘W TITE  most of the men were doing that.
I signed up because I was afraid I might not have & Job

cr have to pay $10,00 to join the UMV later if they would
T folt Tlshoff and Falcetti favored tha W,

but I did not hsar or learr indirectly why they favored M,
election i Fobruary. in 1941 was fair, beoaise the UM had .ﬁlroa,dy signed

J
=

teke mo.

" Just before January 16, 1941 & number of men wero beaten up at the

£11 theee men thet ware beaten up were PMA members.
who had just been beaten

He loft ¥ine B end

m'!ﬁn

iy 4oy ) —— waisl=w AT

these beatings, but 1 saw £ man nameg

in the Wesh House, I sow him bloedi
1 hcard that four men werc beaten that morning.

. ® tho UMW did most of this beating.

never came back,
and

i

5 (’:}Cﬂ

abcut the heed.

—f’c—b—!"l hzard 3% IToC -ne othor men.

"I have carcfu’ly recd and fully understeond the two and & half
f this statem.nt end it contains the truth to the beat of my

" itnessed:

S i

Speciel Agent F.B.I.

U o)
n

Spccial Agent, F.B.I.

- 262 ~
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Bc did not threaten ms.

) VPR WY

{signed

AT —

the minors with tho UMy and they knew by thea that they held a majcrit}'.
The FlA did not try to influence the miners at this eleotion.

1 did not meo

NP Y

I did not see
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Re: JOHN L, LEWIS, ET AL.

Loe bip
oo N Y i,
( T inoid; was jointly interviewed at his residence onm

¥
] &°  August 28, 1943 by Special Agents and — From
g his appwararnze and alertners he wo max. & presentable witness and he

T appeared cooperative, however his knowledge concerning the case was limited.
He executed the following signed statemens:

nSpringfield, Illinois
august 28, 1943
"I, make the folloving voluntary statement to
and whom J know to be .
Sp.cial are.us of the Feaer weay of Investigation, o
U. S. Deparuuent of Justice,

1 rceside at

and I am presently employe
Illinois.
inois, on

®I joincd the United Mine Workcrs of america, herein-

after referrcd to as UMI, about at Pleasant Plain ,
T1linois, I worked in mincs ncar this place. I have —
never held an office in the UM7. I moved to Springfield,
IWlinois in and have lived in Springficld ever since.
I remained a member of UMY wntil September, 1932. At this
time I was working at Mine B. I started working at Mine B
about Wl and worked wmtil Mzy, 1937 when it was shut down
because of the strike which started on May 12, 1937,

wijhen Elshoff first came to the mine I thought he was
a fine man, but later on, prior to 1932, he seemed to change.
He was not as friendly as he had been and d4id not seem to get

alorg with the men. The men were dissatisfied. The exact
reas j issatisfaction was not known to me,

. "On September 6, 1932 I joined the Progressive Miners of
America, hereinafter referred to as PMa. The men in
wanted the new union, It made no difference to me which union
1 worked for. The men scemed to be disgusted with Jolm L. Lewis,

- -285-
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Re: JOMN L. LEWIS, ET iL.

D‘IiiVIE;J WITH
___"Frop May, 1937 uetil September 77, 1937 I *
¢id not follow whe difficultie: at the mine as ] was JeC up
Wit

¢ mininy sitaatiorn,”

bDc.  bID

I attended very few of the union meeting

"On September 27, 1937 I heard that Mine B. was going to re-
open, I do not recall who told me this. I went out to the minc about
6:00 n¥ on this date. I wanted to start to work, There were some 15 to
20 men around the mine property. I tallied to a miner whose swname was

who I later hcard is an crganizer for UMJ. He said the mine
vas not going to re-oye. I said 'I'm guivting for good'. I left the
mine and never wont baczlk to work therc never did solicit me
to Jjoin UMY and at tha: cime I did pot know he in favor of UMW, as he
was working on a PM. card.

"] did not follow the mine trouble as I never intended to go
back to the mine. It appeared the Elshoff was not in favor of the PMi.
The rcason for this is not known to me.

"] was always satisfied with the management of PM\ and I
feel the majority of the men were satisfied,
Falcetti came up to me and said the mine was s

of the management ever talked to me about union troubles as they knew I
did not take sides in the union matters.

"] have carefully rcad and fully understand the one and one-
half pages of this statcment which contains the truth to the bost of

my knowledge. / i

fritnessed:
/s

/5

cial ent +«B.1.

Speeial :;gent, F.B.I.%
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. LiniIs, ET iL,
Rt JOHN L. L&Is b 7(.‘/ \o ,l D

pmveon
— Tilinols, was interviewed at his Lome
at which time he executed a signed sthatement
" and is & naturalized United States citizen, but ,
nas 21:: enlty in speaking English, He is working at )ine %B" H

It is not blieved he will make a good witness. He was cooperative
curirg the interview but professed cormplete ignorance on wany grestions, [l
has no koown criminal recorl The follming is the signed statenent ob-

tained fiero

Springfield,
Special Agents

“Spriugfield, I11
August 31, 1943.7

Soringfield. I11,, make

"I,
the follomqp volwtery statement b
Ew o T kov ere S’eciul Agarts .
ves :Lg"tlrm Mo threaus or pron ees >r any kind have been made
to get me t make 2 =uaterment and - wo se kacwing it can be used
in a court of law.

"T yas born I came to U. 8. in -
and became a natigrarized citizen 3

"I joined Ud, in{fmen I went to work at Peabody #6 mine.
I have not held any o.iice in any union,

"] was workirg at Pezbody when it closed in 1932 and in the
fall of 1932 I begzanr working at !are “3" at which time I joined
P~ because Kine "B" was runmrg under Y, and i wanted to work,,

"] had no ¢ifficulty with PIi and T did not see or know of

any attenpts by UM: to conve L rembers to UM/ prior to the
strike in 1937. and did not see or know
any 'spies! were wWorkKl ane aithoug eard from somhe

of the uther top men that there were some around but « did not see
them nor did they approach me in any manner.

"On gy 12, 1937 1 saw some cars coming out of the mine with
only a few hundred pounds in them and that afternoon the men all
czme out on strike. This was the first I had known of a strike,
I did not attend any meeting the night before the strike.

"I don't recall signing any petitions in the summer of 1937,
I saw in the paper in august 1937 that Elshoff had signed a con-
tract with Ul and so when it was anno mced that the line #p"
Vol would open in Sept. 1937, I vent out to work but instead we began
B picketing. I picketed at mine "B" off an_ on for a month or so,
I vas not present vhen tue injunction was served on the pickets,
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TSRV WITH All during the picketing no one was brought in to
picket and all were line "B" workers. Sometime in
ontinue the early part of December 1937 I went to work at

Panther Creek 0ld T.est Mine and stayed there until Mire "3" opened up
again in 1939 except that I was transferrcd to New North Mine.

"I voted in the ¥.L.R.B. election in 1937 vhile ] was employed
at JUld West (fine and I think it was a fair election, ,

#In Nov. 1939, I received a letter stating l&ne "B" would re-
_open and due to a court ruling menbsrs of each wnien (PHA £ UMY)
begar. working »t :Hre "2", I was working at liew liorth liine at this

tire and becawse I 1il-d the men on top ab liine "B" better than New Horth,

I went back to iine "“@a".

"T voted 1r. the I1.L.R.3. election in Feb, 1941. It was a fair
election as far as T xwvow, 4t this time I was not a member of any
wnion as I had quit paying cdues to Flla 5 or 6 months before, as soon
as the election returns shoved YU had won I joinegd UM7 to hold my job.

¥l am now wvorki g at Line %8" and am = member of U,H.». I think

>

there is very little difference in Pii or UlL7 and would join either de-
pendirg on vhich one had bargaining rights & contract with the coal

company.
"] have had this three page statement read to me by—

and it is true and correct.

n.itnessed:

/s/ Special agent, F.B.I.
/s/ Sp. agt. ¥BI.M
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was interviewed et hies home

: IITPE"LVE; WITH
. j)— Springfield, Illinois on August 28, l1u4d
rliz y Special Agemts mnn
% hae a difficult time undsrstanding and spe g Boglish and wo

2 meks & vory unsatisfactory witness. steted he did ot have a
& oriminal r-cord.

V' . | - '
. The following is & signed steatemont exoouted 'by_

®Springfield, I1l.

August 28, 1845.

II'
following voluriary sig emia
whom I lnow to ce Spocisl Agenis of reu tivreau of Investigation,

no force, threete or pruilses have been made in obtaining this statement
end I know that whet I ray say mey be used in & court of law.

e Y oot o e U.S.

from I am & citizen of ths U.oe 1 was naturalired im
- I em et the preeent employed &t Mine *B¥,
pringfield, Ill. as & miner.

in I11,

®T have never held an offioce ir any unien.

®] gm unable to make & statement &as to the relantions between
U.1.W. and Elshoff st Iiline B prior to Sept. 1832.

®In 1932 I was employed st Panther Creek Coml Hine, Spring-

X T g -
fe1d, Ill.. In Sept. 1832 1 joined PMA besause most of the miners wanted
o¢

hange frac UW to PUA. I do not know the reason far the change fram
UW to PiA. I took no sctive part in ths pramotion of Flid.

*I was employed et Mine “B* as 2 miner in the middle part of
1935. Between 1935 and  ay 12, 1937 there were no strikes ar olose-
downe et lfine BE®. The mansgement of mine be seemed to be in favor of
F.A between 1935 and jay 12, 1937 and did not have a hostile attitude in

settling grievances.

®*] wee in favor of FiA and thought it waes a good union. 8o
. far as I know Fi’A was not operated ez a racket. F. A did not make any
- unusual special mssessments, L took no interest in union effeirs, I
- took no interest in the bombing cases and I am unable to nake & sfatement
as to the attitude of PlA members toward the convietion of FIA membere in

the ocages.

e
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INTERVIFT WITH "Batween 1935 and Imy 12, 1937, MF did not set wp

a picket line and UIN did not distribute any literstures
continue at Mine ®p%.-

e —————————

®I know nothing e’out axy ellegadl TUIF spies at Mine B.

%I do no’ tnow if there was axy reiationship between TN
of fioials and the mazagoment of Mine “B* butween 1935 and lay 12, 1837,

®] do not know if there was & Wage moale oontroversy in the
Spring of 1937.

®1 do not kror If thsre o £ YA meoting on tho right of
Yey 11, 1837. T sarav. cowdewif I ruceivr i moti:s of a meeting on that
night or not.

“On the morwiag of .ay 12, 1937 I wae told by & member of the

F. A pit camittee to Joal the cosl ears short. I do not know why.
Later thet day I wut ¢:ld by sceone the Line "B" was closed. I do not

knos why the mine closed and I did not arsk any questions. Cocal oars
were loaded short on the morning of hy 12, 1937 end I loaded ocoal cars
ghort that dey, but I do not know why and I do not know if there wae a
groving sentiment to etrike thot day.

*1 signed a Pif petition of liby 26, 1937. Thig.petition was
'brought to my home for ny signature by a repraaentntive » I think
the petition was to show that I was far Fii4, but I do not rember m

deteils, The roprossntative of FlA did not threaten me 17T aid not
sign the petition.

%] did not eign eny other petition in the Surmer of 1837.

*] ¢id not know of the formotion of now UIN local 7469 July 29,
1837. :

®] think I acttended some FIA meetings in the Surmer of 1937, but
I 4o not know of any viclenoce or stntments by the oonagement of Hne
®B* Jurirg thot period of time. . ‘

%] saw in the newspoper in Sept. 1937 that Mine "B* wes to hawe
opaenod. I went to !ine ®B™ to work, but no one went into tho mins, 1
do not kncw why they did not go to work. I aoted as & picket fron time
to time for ebout two onths subsequent to Sopt. 1837. No one threatensd
re if I did not mot ne 2 picket, &0 far ss I know only mirers at liine
“E" sotod £e pickets and no outsiders were brought in cs pickets.
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“Sametime in Wovember 1537 somoone informed the
pickots that they oould no longer picket Migg
ccn'tinue *B¥. I do not know why the minere ocould not picket

any longer or the attitude of other minsrs oorocern~
ing the faot that thsy coulr not plcket.

*] hed no notice %to return to work a%t fine "B Deoc, 13, 1857
and Jan. 4, 1938,

%] voted at the N.L.K.B. election Deo, 15, 1837 for Fiihe
No one threatencd mo if I did not wvote FMi and I wen® to vote voluntarily.

- “Ir ¢lout Frvarber, 1939 I rencived notizce , in on unknown
arnn that Hne YR* -i to open. I retu-nad to Mine “B" es a member of

*,, few years ~fter I returned to !line "BY to work en election
was held and U won the election meking lline YB* a UIW mine. 4 short
time after the electisn I joimed T.IIX, &s rajority voted for U.lLW,.

1 4id not care whether I was & rembos of U.1LW. or FlA.

*No one threatened me after my return to work Nove 1939 at

T WOW and T AiA nat
gl AN et L ) -
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*] voted in tho election to deterrine if Mine “B* should have
been a T. L%, mine or & P.ILAs mine. No one throatensd me during the
elaction. .

A/
ﬂitnessedi- _____

—mwd Tt D T
» QPUUL“J- n-gu (%3 II&‘DL.
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rersrrrey oo QS
Lugast 27, 1943 by Special .. snts E
is zn alien he apﬂal's En,,l_s . & strong accent, no

WoTrK Bt __;ig;___n___u; wel .w:.y, .1.7_) 7 ard had little information c.ncern.ng

_ inquiry. Ke subnitted the following written statcments

csently enoloyed
H w>S born on

W

018, Wag l1lnte on

and

thia

m

"Springfield, Illinois
’ hugust 27, 1943

o ot mf R eJ-‘i ~
-’m U LIV WA Ul VALSD e

"] reside at -field, Tllinois and I am

en not 2 citizen of the Giltel States. 1 a Declaration
of Intention at Sprin fiecld, Iliinois in
pepers. 1 arrived in the United Status in

Sprinzficld, Illinois.

end czue directly to

WL, in
at the Felbod; . #6, ncar Soringzficld.

"“hen I workced under the Progressive Miners of amcrica, roforred
to hereinafter as the FIL., { was well satisfied. I voluntaril sisned the
Pi%. petition on way 12, 1937 During this xriod, including Mar 12, 1937,
twelve men were working in 14n.: B, wherc I then worked, as nenbers of the
Ti.., but 1 b.lieve the. secrctly. vere nmeub.rs of the UIF” and that they
vere trying to g t nembers of the Pl to join up vith the UK.,

"Onc of these tuelve men, onc Pete Carter, whom I knew personally,
talked to me in Springfield in Juns or July, 1937, in the business section
of Springfield, at waiich tine Cartcr told me that if I wanted to work in
Mine B, I % wuld have to join the UM.. No other threats verc made to me.

I underst:nd that the othcr eleven of these men were contacting members
of the FMA in an effort to gct then to change over to the UM, I learned
of this by word of mouth. I felt that these tuelve men were being paid
by the UM, for this specific job, that is, gectting the wen to join Uk,

mLibout May, 1937, Janmes Hale, one of thcse men, started driving a

sutonchile and the miners eaid he un‘f it f‘ﬂnﬂ m' :; fﬂ’l‘" th'-i s"nrl( hn l! a4

L o Lo
AR 1 SR VVIHUU&&‘;

for that union.

- 290 -

make the follyiing voluntary statement tom
whom I ¥mow to be Special wionts of the er

I have not received my second

T joined the United Minc SJorkers, hercinafter refcerrod to as the
2t Sprinrield, Illinois. Ny first job as a miner was
T oaddlie
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INTERVIE '.:'ITH— 8Tt was the general opinion of the miners that
(continued) Rlshoff wus paid by the UM. to keep the mine
closed in order %o break local 54 of the PN,

I do not have any facts to prove that but he wouldn't sign a contract with
Pil. gnd the Plla miners felt that Elshoff favered the UM, .

8T worked at Mine B from

B o tay 1337, About this time th
trouble startad amd 1 inc and laeter got a Jom
and in Docenber got & Jo

his was the L. operated oine and X worked
and never did o back to Mine B, and
nd Irnuriledye concerning the conditions

ne rantlier Lregk Min
ther¢ contimueusly untill
therefore do not havc any first
after I left Mfinc B, in liag-, 1937,

#] have car:full;” read and fully understond the one and onc—quarter
nages of this stztonent which contins the truth <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>