Jesse James who clnms to be the noted Clay County, Mis-
souri, bandit, supposedly shot by Bob Ford on April 8, 1882,
(for §10, 000 reward), has re-a peared after 51 years of hid-

ing l:lnd is rapxdly establishlng identity toa dlsbehevmz
wor

Hear Jesse James tell the hair-raxsing story of how he and -
Bob Ford planned his own murder. Hear how Jesse changed .’
_ ¢clothes with the Slain Charles Bigelow (also 2 wanted man) -
_.and made his escape only to return the next day to attend
his own funeral and act as one of his own pali-bearers.
Hear Jesse James tell how he helped bury himself outside
his own mother’s window! Hear him tell many other thrill-
ing tales of his own exloits a8 Amerxca s Orizinal Publi




Acoompamed by 8 delega-

tion of old-timers, who had po-
sitively indentified him, Jesse.
James called on the Governor
of Missouri and was assured
that—when the $10.000 re-
ward was paid to Bob Ford
for shooting .the man whom
the coroner’s inquest declar-
ed to be Jesse .James—the
case was officially closed es
far as the State of Mlssoﬁn
was coneerned

EXTRA!
'ON OUR STAGE |

- HANK

FARRIS

JESSE JAMES
As he Appesars Todsy

- Age
To See Him is to

Behevo m'




Mr. Schilder .........
Mr. Tomti . . ceeees”
BIr. TEACY . ecvmncncns |

1938. tith walch you enclosed & flyer announeing
appearanca of Jease Jemes at ths Foods mater in

R ‘I thought you -1ght e humstad in th

»cloaod ‘sopy of the booklet entitled "The Federsl Bureay .
of Investigetion® which deals with the work and functlons
of this Bureau. A copy of my address "Public Duty in
Law anorcouant" S.a alao encloaed. :

sl




Fhe university of Tennessee
aKnoxvtxle, lTennessee

J, Edgar Hoover, Director
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Bashington, D.C,

Dear Mr, Hoover:

A man is appearing in our theaters here under the name
of the notorious outlaw, JesseJames, He claims he is the-
original, and that the fellow who was killed was only mistaken
for the origimel. .. i:

He is to appear at the Dayton, Tennessee, theater the latter
part of this weosk,

I should like very much to have any data,'or information, o
you might have concerning the facts of the Jesse James murder, L
Is the originel outlew, Jesse James deed? : '

Very sincerely yours,

[ R V- W yRY L r
d;oé“js. - . ' & FEDFRALBURKAUOFlh&caNUnan ‘
| 3’3 TNDEXED, MAY 18 1938 P. M.
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e University of Tonpauee,
Knoxvine, ‘l'onnﬁuoa -

!our letter was rsceived 1n>thla»Bureeu on.ley 18, -
1938, in which you made 1nquiry conceming &n individ\ul-' '
knona as Jeaaie Jemes. -

: For your u:rorastion it ma reportéd th:.t. Jeuie
Janes, the original outlew, hea been desd many yeers. T
. heve no dste regerding the {mdividusl you sdvise L& to sppesr.:
&t the thectre im Deyton, Tenncssee. I am teking the liberty
of forwarding to you seversl publications of the FEI which it
. 1= believed will be of interest to you.

oop Agst Ciim

/l‘fue Costs 4f Crime"“""- :
'Pé‘nuin;un....,
g 3 me &nd yqur hofitny 93 1938 .

R
FEBERAL BUBEAU OF INVERTIBATION
U, 8. DEPARTMENT ®F JUSTICE

Miss Gandy..........

PRI 3




nos mam:s cn.x?omn
hmut 10, 1938

“Goldwyn-Mayer Stadio in Culver City, California, bas recemtly ad-
'vised me that he hasg been doing some research work

' -concerning JESS! MBS ‘the old notorious ‘outlaw.

.,,_.“

has said that so far as ho un detomim .mxs is _suppose
"dead at thia time.

‘You may recall that it was reportcd that JAMES'
ed by one of his’ companionc. However, aceording %\
_from time to time rqpom have emanated that the

salid that some time during the past year

%here was an individual who either surrendered or was taken into bi
atody by the Chicago, I1lino

%o be: the real JESSE JAMES,

iia mnderstanding that the Chieago Pollce Department arranged for

“the Betention of this 1nd1vidnal, perhaps 1!1 sone 1xut1tution An
onl:lot, Illinodc ;s nntil the vorted.ty of '

ina position to be of help to the Los Angoleu office, and who, P

“in the past, has indicsted his interest in this Buresu by uminé

1t, 1t would be nppreciated if you could arrange tor an hmed;ato :

" thers is any information available at that place Gonserning the
individual who was investigated recently. -If photographs of this

Andividual are available, it would be appreciatcd if you would ob-

‘tain onebr this office.- Alsc obtain a complets description: ‘of :
‘him 1f ‘possible. If bé was fimgerprinted, please advi u\ué ;1_
had a known eriminal tmrd and the details thoreo =

| FeulniLBIPENY rwf\w mu\"

ALE 16 !938 A, M

P ERT OF ;’f:uﬂVE




_’1 wound ceanlon his chest, possibly on the right side.

description might indicate 4f the individual 4n chicago had sueh
‘ ‘scars and 1f there is any data avsilable conoerning the affidavits:
.-+, or papers which the individual is supposed to have had 1ndicat1n¢'
o that he was the rnl JESSE JAMES, {t wuld be lpprochted i m
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Mr.Harbo ...
Mr.Lester...........
Mr. Melntire.........
Mr. Nichols..........
Mr. TYOEY corne ...
Miss Gandy..........

Your emm&uuon of Jmo 17.‘ 1938.

‘b«n ficoind, in whi.ch you !mre zade inqniq‘

- to me that you might 1ike to have Mnl bocklets

‘8ealing with the work ef the Federsl Buresu of  investi-
pation, and I am plessed indeed to send you. pu;blm
tnd ~sopies of my tddnam_~tor:7o\a_ghgggﬁ§3 %

The self-addressed postal card whieh you
enclosed with your letter iz being returned herewith.

FEDERIL BUREAL OF INVERTISATION
U, 8. LLPARTIENT BF JUBTICE
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Mr. Tolson. . .#7 ... '~

\Mr. Nathan.

Mr.

and, Ky une 16 —-Some- use and a hamper full of a!txdav:ts
body - called ‘up ‘the office ‘of ‘the} . ‘Jesse James,” read the tlerk as

United ‘States marshal last night the old man laid down the pen. He
seemed interes RS
and uported that Jesse Jamex. alivel” "« What about‘eft" At

James, sticking out his pomted chin.

N - "*Nothing except that they gen-
quired th marshal. and erally sign their names John Jones

out that be had heard right said the clerk.’
: “T'm appearing at the Grand

. are -an
ne suggested And he hung up the t,a,,sfe,’.'mf,a-ys for e ba
R r Tl tell the Umted States marshal
1o _seethe and bo‘ ‘Why that you are here,” promised the
‘somebody - with™brains clerk—and presumably he did. A

bellboy picked up. the baggage and
:nswer the telephone at the Federal started for th el

Ruilding? What had become” of the
.aw-—the bad-mann act or whatever|
t was “talled,~that forbade -the
‘ransport “of outlaws in interstate|”
-ommerce?, There didn’t seem to be
.ny answer,” and Jesse James, un-
molested,checked in at & local hotel.
He was wearing a black slouch
1t, a neat white shirt, a black frock

‘at of the Wwpe popular in Congress R
1 the '40s {around the time he was| It is slgmtlcant of unportant antt
ot and killed by Bob Ford) mnd|2dventurous figures in the Unitefl
States that they are never allowed

mck bleeches stuffed into tight- > Te nevi
 %ing Hack boots. He is tall, thin{t® die. . Jobn Brown's body waks

.5 8 gas pipe, and 81 years old, as|" {Continued on Fourth Page.)

CHICAGO DALY FrWs
W2~ 2647(- A b-r&-37
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ésse J ames Am t uiG rave

could “Pe

& 3"

nesses almost ‘anybody
Jesse James in safety. - -~
" The ernculom Ew-pe. -

e Continued from First Page)
¥tsken from the gallows st Harper's
Ferry and revived by physxcxans in
kR e Four times a day Mr. James told
the employ of his wife. “Booth es- the audience of the-Grand Theater{¥
caped from the burning barn after|;il about himself and his miraculous
the ‘murder of meoln “and at hislescape. It seems there was another
death many years later came to bejled named Jesse James—a second
a . sideshow . mummy - and educa- ?“g?tl‘:‘ tﬁ:’m?;‘r‘nng This. feiln":’ g:f
tional exhibit with a fine boxoffice el:..\ved all tt!he m:fnbgemg includmg
lure. Al Capone isn't in Alcatraz—lthe treacherous Bob Fo:&
it's somebody who looks like him.] “The impersonatitn was a siuy per-
John -Dillinger is alive in South gorlr]r;ance betc:g‘s: :ﬁ;ee ﬁogdi"sm:y:;
ight seems v a
Ax:::;ca As}:h a;ye:;d {!ames 1t s the time and 30 he failed to notice
i 50 w1 fittle characteristics that would
no surprise to discover that he hasiyave made him suspicious. Or may-
‘been alive all these years and is stillibe Mr, Ford's judgment was dulled
walive, Nobody, spparently, had ‘everjby his vision of reward. At any
.suspected be was dead. . {rate the bogus Jesse did -well
wed. . |enouen. Ford shot him in the back.
5Jesse’s Manners Impro “{The body was_turned over o the
) ere wes a cop standing at the mourning family and that was the
hjtel entrance when Jesse strodejend of the James saga save for the
okt. He was annoyed because some-present engagement - at-the” Grand

body bad parked oo close 1 & fire theater. voy, Next. week, Hunting-

., Mr. James m numerous jdlhda-

f“ name of the supposedly: ‘dead
‘Jlaw, -

program is a double feature

vits tn mpport his clalm &
o
~They are signed by frien ‘&
and neighbors of Missouri, Montars) .
and other- ptates and ‘set forth thej -
|deponents belief that Jesse James; -
was and is Jesse Jumes. "No onej.
has “ever- attempted 1o ‘prove that
the makers of the nffidavits lacked

sincerity.~«ven the ‘United States) ... .

marshal found no reas n to quarrel
with the affidavits, e wag Quite
willing to ﬂlpulate - that “Jesse
James. was Jesse James or Chris-.
topher Columbus. "His pozmon was
that he didn't care. . =
,gﬂobbm."v Jesse Complalns, ,
Mr. Jumes came back to the hotel
after his first hard day st the thea-
ter and discovered that he was be-
ing charged $4 for a room. He said
it was highway ‘robbery -and 'the
clerk said he didn't know what he
was talking about—which i where
the matter rests at present ”.The
“he-kdesse-James" faction is- “get-1
lenty of support in Ashland.
Emu folk-song societies can're-} . -
vive Queen Elizabeth as they have
done so successfully in their recent! .-
choral offerings there seems to'dbe
no good reason why a commexijial
theater . ﬂxouldn't murrect ol
James. S
© With Jeau on ihe Grand

“Good xnormng, officer,” . 'd
Jesse James cheerfully. sat
: “Good morning to yourself, sit}]”
answered the cop.” And the d:
was br!ghter for withesses who ré-
membered that in the old days
* Sesse had wastéd no time being
pleasant to cops and very few cops
bad been pleasant to Jesse. It is
nice to consider that in a matter of
almost 60 years the manners of the
rough old world have improved. 4
The statute of limitations on:
‘ynurder:does -not exist and when
Bob Ford shot Jesse loose from a
stepladder $n St. Joe, Mo., several
_munder jndictments were outstand-
ing against him. Many of the popu-
tace—~those who were not trying to
_osll the United States marshal—
ndered that the resurrected,Mr.
es should call attention to tyem
ut, come to think about it, J sse
... s in no danger, Most of the Wit-
* (nesses are dead and without Wit~

FUPR ¢

v‘:j:v‘o: haltotwh!chlsephode ‘No.
- -afl "Buck’ Rogers' TYip : o ‘Ma

i was too unphusible. Lot

Slme of the critice didn*t like
Puck Rogers’ part of it Theymd :




tioﬁggaﬁcarning the {ndividual- ﬁho‘was arrested rsécntlyf%&7ths*
chic&edjﬁblicn quartaent using the nams AME )
he %, ' : '

'tﬁ;gzsarnczu(




. LATD,
&l Agent in Charge.
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INCORPORATED -

Take Biew College OF Commerre

BROADWAY AT MARKET

ALTON, ILL.

September 21, 1938

Honarable J. Edgar Hoover,
Federal Buresu of Investigation,
washington, D. C. .

(
v

Q;L/Ibar Sir: ‘

It may not be withing the field of your authority to
investigate, but I &m cal your attention to the
filming of & picture atj¥ifieville, Nidsouri, thet is
to re-enact the outlaw career of Jesse“James, and it
is to be call "Jesse James."

v This picture may be wholly "within the law" but I do

> believe it is going to be a "splendid" lesson in out
¢ lawry that our young people do not need.

Q)

’~*\ Too many of the Pictures of today portray lessons to the

-QS young"that tend to start them on the "trigger figure
road. .

gThe Silver Screen has such great possibilities for good,
:@that 1t is & pitfy ‘thativery opposite is so often shown.
We have too many outlaws, even with every agency for good
X working to make the world better. Why show a picture of
é- ime? No doubt the evil of such a 1life will be presented
n the picture--but too many of the young will never get
that part of the picture. They will see the glamour and .
dash--the easy money--the escape--and try to get by where
"The James Gang" got caught. X .

What can be done about 1t} Productegémay éay that the
Public demands it}!! : o o - bb
b ‘ . i :

i.%.:%.ﬂé:.ﬂ
- [y 5T

FEDehar BURG CF 10Vl
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omvass sasenn sememssee

ow COI.lege of Cmerce,
Broadny at’ la.rk-t

ﬂoover'a abaence fron’the city,
vish to acknotlecge receipt of your lstter of i
* Beptember 21,1938, edvising of the contemplated
showing of the motion picture entitled "Jesse Junes.®

On behalf of Mr. Hoover I want to thank
“you for making knosn your views, arcd you may be sire’
thet your letter will be culled to the Director’l
c.ttcnt!.on upon ‘his ra.tum to !a.ahingten

'Sincerelv yours -
For tho Director, :

e M. .
f!PFML :UREAU oF llVEST‘ﬁATI“.
- 8. DEP
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S22 Pleass ba advised that the {nfarmation that you .
request is pot availeble in the ﬂlca of the Federal Bm
Of Invosti.gauou. : ‘ , §

h‘.\“ -

cqmnymwﬂous §Lcnou

Pg Vi :
HREAY LF ‘WFETIQ&TIQN

RETHEHT OF SUsiils




sz a v:m"w“

My, C nf‘g ...........
Mr. Co™re ey .......-..-
Mr. C:cr'l........-—-

.-

\r. Eg&:‘..... aamnen
-
Mr. Tcxv’o—th sadiaes |

--BECAUSE Hrs 3 1/2 YEAR oL
E JESSZOUAMES,' STATE REP.

, L

CLCSE THEATERS ON SUNDAY. . THE BILL WOULD SET UP A STATE BOAR
OF [CENSORS COMPOSED OF THREE MINISTERS AND TWO LAYMEN.

HE REPRESENTATIVE SAID THAT ‘WHEN HE TOLD HIS SON, ANDY, THAT HE
_LACKED MONEY, THE CHILD SUGGESTED:. - . ; o
" WTHEN WHY DON'T You ‘TAKE A GUN LIKE stsz JAMES AND co TO0 A awa
| AND GET SOME?® - S P T e

2/11 0N829P ' ' e




. “In cccox-dance %th_instmtiona “the. vritax‘ has tttendad *
... the. aoving picture of *"Jesso“James® several tines in order t0 become'
"+~ thoroughly acquainted with the story and cheracters ak portrayed therein,
- snd has then consulted avuilsble books at the Congressionsl Librery
. '4n order to obtain the histor.lcal fa.cu of 't.ht 1ife of Jesse James und
: or Ls brother, I‘rsnk Janu

: L ?he loving picturc of 'Jesu Ima' ﬁreeeuta “the Jma
‘. hrcthers a8 daring, adventurous nen, wore the victim of circumstances .
- #hazchould be admired for their courage and pitied for their misfortumes,
‘Father than the heartless and desperete persons hi.story thows them to
. have been. ‘rhromhout tha picture, the syupathy of the ,_&miqn_eq 1s with
'Jeﬁseand!'tank G E AR e e R

?ha pi.ctm opexm uth 4 acens ‘havhich Su-uc, & }uprasonuun
of the 'ﬁt. ‘Louls-¥idlend Reilroad, and three of his assistants are going
erounc the countryside using intimication, threates and physical force to
mzke the farmers sell their land to the reilroud for & mere pittence, ®hen
..thece men resch the ferm of the widow, Mrs. Jumes, she refuses to sign tbe. .
" deed and Frank and Jesse become involved in a fight with the’ strangers.’ ¥hen '
.. Barcee grabe a acythe with -mch to strike. Frank, Jease shoots the band of,
" Barcee, and the enraged mER €O !mrriedly back to town to swear out a warrzn
‘for Jessets errest. Jesce sand. l"mnk call a neoting c!‘ all the fmm in°
the noigbborhood and they Aa-oe t-o each’one put in as much money ‘es he can
~afford.so thut they might engage & luwyer to advise them whati€an be done:
e their l.ands, homes and crops. fm the railrosfd: Thile the mesting
i Toon-4g--in TOgress, a friond cotigr to A, Preik and Jesse that Barcee with the
Me. NsthanSheri#f and his men is on- hia way to krrest them. In- ‘order to avoid trouble
1wz um & flee to the hilll " ¥hen Bareaa arrives, be is told theé boys have
" “sgad Nrs, Janes is wvery’ 4, ¥ot believing this, he throws ¢ homd inte
8, cetting fire to the house’ and killing lrs. James, “Fhen Jesse -
; ‘hear of thin ouvtrage, Jesse comes ‘4nto town and shoots Parces::
T Eﬂ“’ The"n lence ie mcde to feel that, the lew of the West et that time being -
Mr. Forv e uibtol ; ‘this wes the natural end even the Fight’ ‘thing for Jesse to wos’
| ar. Gaviogg -ty s _Barcee & fair chance to.Gcfend himself, dut of course Jerse is
i Bobogyyawe ¥ on the dpawend gets away to the Willg’ again ufter ‘avenging his
{ r. Lesteigrt ngy 8 dnth. The reilroads ‘bedng in control ‘of ‘the atate’ ‘2t that tims,
2t ““:‘?:réﬁ , & Teward 1z offered for Jesse's oapt m,-—uad—thus-ho-le—sercuc—" .
M. Nickolipt s Fide career of xmoerin and robb ,
Fmdering sed reibise. \éoz 287 ~12-

Mr. Quino Tamm.---
LI S RECORDED " FEDERAL BUREA OF INVESTIGATION
] s S e APR £7193)
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. According to history, the advance of the reilroeds into the . = .7 .-
Pest had nothing to do with the criminsl cureers of the Jumes boys,” During .~
the childhood of Jesse and Frunk, thoy had little homo discipline, ' Thedr - :
.z father died when the children wers quits young, and several years later
. Wrs, Jusies remarried, becoming Mrs. Bamusls.’ The ¢hildren era escrived
» even by their friends as %a little wild,® and ‘they were always the leaders
of the boys. in the neighborhood.  They loved. firearns, and early beceme 7. >
expert shots. When the Civil War ‘opened, Frank joined 'the Querrills Ohieftain
Cuantrell, fighting for the South,: Later, after the Union militiamen had --
(i -arrested his pother and-sister end placed them in fsil becsuse thay wére
" . giving assistance and - information to the Querrille soldiers, Jesse -aleg
. - Joined Quantrell. The Jemes brothers even during the war were particularly
- . sevage end bloodthirsty, ‘They showed no mercy to Union symputhisers end
~ often stooped to triokery, guining the confidence of farmers wnd then
... shooting them at the first opportunity, - When the war ended and the
7.~ Guerrills band surrendered, the James boys refused to surrender and go bac
;-4 to an ordinary peaceful 1ife. - Fith & fow friends end ar-tismc comrades,
- they continued to rob, plumder, murder and terrorize the country;:: < . %

e e e e e TR HR AT E o Y s
ey, It was noted thet the plctire mever showed the Jawes brothers
- ki1l snyone.  According to the picture, when the railroed was obened betws
.o 8t Loule and Liberty, Kiesouri, the gang held up the traln snd teck all
sl Ml the money of the pussengers, but took mno Jewelry and injured no ‘ome, "
According to the historical facts, however, whea they held up their first T

trein, 28 soldiers and 4 citisens wearing blue blouses, were iined up end
shot, One hundyed Iove cavelrymen who happened to coze along Juet after
:1%- o the robbery werd messacred by the two bundred members 0f the guerrille bend

. %o 7o In the pleture Zee, the girl whom Josse loves, st length:
. persuades him that 4f he continues to fight the railroeds, he will ‘eventually
. #'chenge inafde until robbing end killing becomes & pert of his blood and
.- be will never stop. Shs arranges through the United Gtates Marshal for
.0 Jesse to give himmelf up, and the President of the railroad gives a*
7. written promise that he vill not prosecute for more than the minimum the
"daw would allow, which would be uno more thun five years 4n prison,: With

- :this written ugreement, Jesse gives up and goes 4o prison. “As goon &8 ke
.48 behind bars, the reilroed President, who is portreyed 4a the plcture ss
.. & very disegresable person, has the town put under murtisl 1ew, brings in
.sany United Stetes soldiers and an outside Judgs, snd prepures.to gwrosecute
%o the fullest and have Jeese henged, “The citizens of the town .congider -
thia treachery egd appear to spenly eyepethize with Jepse.  ¥hen Frank::
hears what has happened, ho gomes into town ‘and by & bit of strategy ...
- pucceeds in releasing Jesse." Thus agein’the audience ia made: to Teel
. that Jecse played fair with "the law® but was betrayed; ‘Wperess Josas:
" James never gave himself ‘up at eny time.  After & bank robbery st Gellatdn,
" of ‘which the James boys were accused, Jusse did write a letter offering

LY
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to eurrender, with his brother Frank, and submit to trial’if the Governor |
would guarantee them safety against the chances of mob violence and 1ynch
law in Dsviess County, After examining the pepers in the gase, the

- ooreasy

Governor. declared he 414 not belisve the boye bad anything to do with the’
robbery, and ‘the mutter quieted down. Menj people,’ bowever, continued to
belleve that Jesse hed instigated the robbery,” And the Jewes gang
“continued to rob one bunk after enother &nd hold up tra :

LFLUTT arter the Jenies. gung had gone on thelr murdercus way for ;
| 8ome ten years and all efforts to capture them had failed, Allwy Pinkerton
. W&s saployed by the Express Company to lumt them. Three detectives ware
~killed by the geng, end it was decfded to make an attsck on tha boys st
“home,"- After much csreful plunning ‘ahd preparation, the attack wes mad
‘but the boys had escaped thut afternoon. . An eight year old brother of.
JFrank and Jesse was killed, Mrs. Bamuele lost an arm, end the step-fa

;¥as idjured, "This wis of course a most regrettable incident, and one °

‘Which caused & great Geal of sympathy for the James boys to ba aroused,

. but far from starting the boys on their career of crime, as guchan -~
"%, dncident was used in the picture, 4t happened long after they bad becoms -
the greuatest outlaws of America and was & direct result of their depredst

\ ;
-~

PRea il e RS N
Several interesting incidents occurred in the picture which
N geem to have no counterpert in history. On one occasion, Jense hud come
D , into town to see Zse, ¥hile talking with her in her home, the United
o\ ). . .fitates Marshel chanced to come in. Zee introduced Jesse &5 Thomus Boward,

" and the Marshal, although he immedintsly recognized the outlaw, calaly ' .
- talked with thes a few moments, mentioned that hs was looking for Jesse

_James and would mot spere him should he moet him in the

-then left, ellowing Jesse to get safely out of town,
because of the girl, . . o Su s

right place, knd
s eparing hin 7

Dn another veeasion, before Jesss £ives wp to the officers,

~he and Zee, together with sone members of the geng, go to & ‘sxell country’
.- ohurch to be married, - Yhen they enter the church a service ic going om, -
.They interrupt the service and esk %o be married. When Jocse Juzes gives
‘his name, the preacher welcomes him as'a ‘bero, stating thzt the railroads.
Bad ruined him, teken his fara which produced 900 bushels of corn, ‘his"
_bome and barns, and forced hin to go back to preeching.  Members of.the i
congregation said %Amen® now and then, und all present tréeated ‘the outlaws’
48 hpross IR R Rt 15 N Wi
E R . A 2 BN N . ;
FET I Quite often dn the plcture s subtle emphasis ie ‘placed’on the
fact that the'sain reason for péople trying to capture Sesse and Frazk
- ..48 %o receive the large rewards offered by the railrosd. - When Prank -
" relsases Jesse from prison, they succeed in sscaping from the poese = . .-
pursuing them by scattering money behind them. All members of the A
pursuing party stop to pick up the money end allow the criminals to sscupe.




R

The ro'bbary of the bank at Korthfiold, linnuou, ‘wes tho :
first undertaking of this kind in which the James gung feiled conpletely
. and which caused the capturs or death of &1l the old members of the gang -

"sxcopt Fravk end Jesse Jumes. _However, the picture pts & diffomt
“light on ‘the affair fron thet givon by history. “In the lcrdo e mbn'r
Ci of the gang, on lsaming that the’ Goveraor of the State bag offcru} k)

“ give a full pardon, in ‘addition to the rewarda, to any member of the gang:
*“who will kill Jesse, contacts a detective working:on the case: “ABd. wqm
“him of the ¢oming réid on the Northfield bunk. . The detective, e
“‘has & moustache, wears a dcrby, cerries & uttlo “satchol with him eluayc,
" and walks around with a very self-important and aysterious’ edr, ixmedidtel

- contacts the presidant ‘of . the bank in Northfield, and prevarations ére .7’
" made to trap tho gung.. The plens work well, and sl members of the gong it
- are killed or captured axcept ?ra.nk and Jes ae who have a. very narrow escape
... Jesse being seriously wounded. matorically, ‘however, there s mo trnehory
: ‘on the part of any of the ‘peubers of the geng in connection with the - ...

" Rorthfield robbery, and no sanesty offer had been made by the Governor
“"at this time. The robbcrs, ‘on antering the town of Northfield, did 80" 2T
~ with loud yells end much firing of gunc and’ pietols, thinking to. frightau_. '
7. the people. . The citizens, however, were not #0 easily. frightenod.‘ On ibe.
.. eontrary they realized what was happening and while most of the -outlaws ..

" were inside the bank, - the peoplc of the town began to get thoir guns ond 1,
~‘prepare ¢0 sto the reid. The cutlasws were forced to iesYve the bank without

obteining sny money, :n¢ only Jesse and Frook managed to escape end they -
did so only with great difficulty. They sroceeded to Texus, whers Frank
recupersted froam his mjury, &nd for severel more yeurs they continued

35 = ST "tb“-r d.wed‘umf """" e R AT R e

SRS According to tha picture, Jesse Joinod hia wirc at Bt.' :osoph
uiaaouri,';ufter the ds.uatroul ‘Northfieléd raid, where she nursed hix buck
. to health efter & very ‘gerious wound. Zew' pauunded m to give np his
I’,careor of cr!une, and be . agreed to reform &nd to take ber and their m’"to
. “Californis where thoy would iive & gormsl’ ufe." Before they could ‘sake:
-~ arrangements to leave, Yowever, Bob Ford, a ‘member of the ‘zang who' sedd
ha escaped from the Northfield authorities, ‘and hie brothcr Chsrlie came’
" to ses Jessle. -They said they had seen Frenk, and. they wanted Jesse to .
4oin them and Frank in‘a raid on the Plutte City. bank.:, Jesse. refused,
"saying he was through with thet kind of 1ife. _He “told ‘Bob snd Cherlie’
.goodbye, told his wife to pack end they ‘would Teave that &ft.ernoon'for
-Californis, spd Jesse himself started taking down & motto on the -
R ' Bless Our . Home,* A8 he wett’ ucmg thi-, ‘Bob Ford openad
n 'Mn}n_t.heM‘ S, 3 s

‘sane ‘manner, - elthongh ‘he hed not rotomd FYY tho tuq i ¥hen Governor.

“Grittenden ceme into office as Governor of ‘Miseouri on Jenuury 1, ’1881

" he determined to rid Missouri of trein robbers and outlaws, and - i
psrticularly of the James ;ung. M the Gtat.o could only offor a rovard :




. "Memo for lr.lj,cboh e

of £300 for the epprehension of & T2ininal, Governor Crittenden planned
~ to have the railroad companies traversing Nissouri put up the money for :
-reward, as they were the greatest suffereors. The rallrouds agreed to put
-Up the reward money, and $5000 wes offered for the capture-of the Jamés '/
_brothers, and an additional $5000 for ‘their conviction, The ‘proclamation’
dscued by the Governor did not sey "dead or alive.®  After the proclasstion,’
Bob end Charles Ford made an agreement with the Governor that they would
.bring in Jesse Janes , alive if they could but dead if necessary, since
74t would be their lives or his. It wes agreed that they would receive.a

Ferdon from the Governor 1f thoy did this

¥

7w . There seems to be some disagresaent ‘as to whether Bob Ford,
-who wee but twenty years old st the time he killed Jesse Jemes, hsd ever
© actually been s member of the gang or niot. - Gharles had been with Jesse
.o for about eix months, end both Bob and Chirles hed known hiw’ for some .
" time,  Jesse was planning to rob the Platte City bank, and needing anot .
_-®an, Churles sent for Bob to join them to assist o the raid. iccording
" to Bob Ford's own account of the matter, Jesse wan suspicious of kim )
from the time he came to St.'Jéseph to join the gang. :Bob and Charles
watched every opportunity to kill Jesse, but the latter 2150 watched them

~ eurefully and riever took ‘off his pistols, On the oday. of the proposed
- Plutte City robbery, the newspapers verried the story of the surrender

- of Dick Liddle, & member of tha gang.” Jegse becams tiore than ever -
suepicious of Bob, &nd accorcing to Bob'e story, Jesse no doubt would
have shot him that night on the way to Plette City. However, for some

. - Yeudon, probubly to alley Bob Fordts fears, Jesse took off his pistols

:~ . thut morning in Bob's presence and © '

' ~Beizing the opportunity, Bob ehot him in the back o

. Some time later, Frank James surrendered to Governor Cr

for murder, acquitted, and uvod_-l:quietl.yzl_’thbr'o_htter‘ %
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... The finel scene in the moving picture of Jes o Janed 8
& crovd gathored around his grave, where his old friend,"the wncle of -
his wife, £5 unvelling &« ssmmment.,. -The following are not the exact words
“used in the picture, but are wvery close PN Yo

*

to"itg_.

S

."Jesse was & crininal and an cutlaw, " Even those s
‘gt around that fact, 'But we are ‘not ‘ashaped of him,
don't belleve even inerica ia ashamed of Jesse James. I .4

Meybe 1t was because hée was bold and lawiess as all e 8 ‘would 11ke ‘to b

. sometimes, " Maybe it's because foir ten years he lickec the tar out of five
Btates.  fleyLe it's because he :&p“p,’_{'pq),étogethé;‘l;tgfblwovg'ox,"‘"'hh'n.t tha time

' 98
made of &in,  Maybe ft's ‘because he was 80 good ‘at what e 444,71 don't know;
The monument which he unveiled hud the following inscriptiont : *In leving. ..
remembrance, Jesse Woodson James, ‘Disd April 3, 1882, ‘Aged 3. years, 6 ‘months
.28 days, ‘Murdered by a ‘traitor and & coward whose name 1g not worthy to .
appear here.* .0 TG o e T e -




lotu Inf‘omtion concerning the lives of the James Brothora was obt.ainod
chiefly from the book, "Illustreted Lives and Adventures of Frenk and Jesse -
Jaaea,' written by J. 4, Dacus, Ph, D., foramerly of. the Editorial Bteff ef -,
. the Bt, Louia Republican and Member of the Miseouri Lagial.atgre, LThim v T
book was published in 1881, beforé the desth of Jeése Jumes. Thé Preface
%0 the book states that ‘the information contsined therein : was obtalned
chiefly from original sources, the uthor having made many ‘visits to 't
‘home’ and naivhborhood of ﬁra. ﬁaauels . aother of. ?runk ‘and Je

Information’ concerning the kuling of Jeue..‘hxu and the
surroxmding it was obtained from the book, *The Crittenden Memoirs ,"
compiled by Henry Huston,Crittenden, 1936, ° Much of ‘this material was' i
. teken from the Autobiography of Thomas T. Crittandcn, Governor of liasour&
"at the time of the killing of Jesse Jomes and the surrender “of Prenk..
Other books on ‘the life of’ Jasse J’ma, 1tsteé in the catalogue or the




