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MEMORWNDUX FOR THE DIRECTOR. o

e ‘ei& <

‘ ‘ the letter I havéebrepared addressed 1
to Excelsior Springs, Missouri, concern- S
ing the claims of an individual now residing in that city, to f?zﬂ'

the effeét that he is the original Jesse James.

_ Of course, Jesse James' fingerprints never were taken. bé’

It follows that any identification would have to be made upon the

basis of physical charascteristics and phot The photograph

- of the younger person transmitted by no doudbt is a

I wood cut of the original Jes
i or cut, it is the opinion of

specialized somewhat in Portrait Parle, and the undersigned, that

the person now cleiming to be Jesse Jemes is an imposter. It is

realized, of course, that the wood cut may not have been a perfect Sy

likeness, It is realized further that the facial eppearance of :

any individual changes with age, but we base our conclusion upon

the following. .

There is a marked dis—similarity in the sppearance of - ¥
the ears, particularly in the outer depression. In the case of
the original Jesse James, this is very wide at the top, with the
result that the inner depression is narrow. In the case of the
person claiming to be James, both depressions are elongated. Other
dis-similarities are that the originel Jesse James seems to have -
an elevation over the eyes not noticeable in the photographs of . - mag
the later James; that the nose of the individual claiming to be i
James is elongated and inclined to be humped, whereas the nose of
the original Jemes seems to be somewhat short and uplifted on the
end giving a retrousse aspect; that the jaw of the original Jemes

9 is much squarer than that of the present claimant and that the
C g bald spot on the head of the original Jesse James recedes to a
N

9¢;» point now covered by the hair of the present claimant. It is

N K . noticed also, that the claimants eyes are crossed.
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Director, o sz~ - . 1eza-s2,

I am attaching a photostatic copy of the fingerprints
and photograph of Jo emes, alias John J.. Jemes, alias Jesse
d.‘rames, showing his recéipt at the Southern Illinois Penitentiary,
at Menard, Illinois, on June 9, 1926, to serve & term of one year
to life for the crime of manslaughter. It will be observed
that he gave his age as 83, and his birthplace as Missouri,

This memorandum is'being sent you merely for completion
of the file, and possibly for ruture reference in connection with
this case., e . . -{}g;~

Respectfully,

i 1
L. C. Schilder
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S e s,

Black Joe Ky

- Ped 23 1935
Depertment 0f Justis, - S VVGJ
Washington D.T : : 5 :
Gentlemen, -

I am writing youhéb get the pioture of Jessie Jamee are
any of his men are gang,
I %hink that I have one of his men spoted he is areumd

97 years of age and is in hiding here are near here

and any information ghat you might give me reguarding him
will ®e appreciated,

~

thank you very much for this ,/

Informaiionil am iours very truly

Black Joe Ky = bbb
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!’ebrmry 23, 1935, advising ‘that you bave Momtion
reht.in to Jcasie James or’ eou of hu.-n.

3

e .

Bureau eontain no informstion or. phot,ovrapha of thia
. individual or any of his assoclates, although 1t-is
& matter of general knowledge that an outlaw by 8
name was killed many years ago. T am, acoordingly.
unable to furnish you with any additionsl information™
which might assist you in further identifying the
subject of your communication.

tiou pertaining to the whereabouts or any cruinall
[ you eommunicate direct with Mr. R..J. COnnalley.'
.. Speaial Agent im Chargey 1 _
“tion, U. S, Department of Justice, 426U,
Houu md Post Office Bnuding, Clnclmt.l,
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JOHN EDGAR HOOVER -
— LIRECTOR

- - Federsl %ureau of Enﬁesttgatmn | iﬁie;

Hr Tlegy ...

3. @'me of 31151@ L ;oﬂ’ey ~-----4¢-'t &
. e Fdwards - oiiee- | -
Busliington, B. €.
JDR:LCB January 29, 1936,

&‘c : | - MEMORANDUM FOR MR. EDWARDS

On Japuary 28, 1936, the fingerprints of one : e
Jesse WoodsortJames. Were received in the Identification T Ae——
Division framlthe Dallas, .Texas Police Department which ‘
contained the following notation:

"Wes brought to this bureau by local

business man, claimed to be ths original Jesse
James, Missouri outlaw; recorded for identi-
fication purposes and released."

According to the informatiom appearing on this
fingerprint card this individual is at present 88 years
o0ld,

|
|

Respe ctfully,

W%L. C. Schilder.

NOTE: The record of this individual, in duplicate, as contained
in the files of the Identification Division, is attached
hereto.

JDR
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e _ Dalles Texzs. !
- April 2n@ 1937 . T g
Secret Service Department, ‘ | | -
Washington DC ‘
Gentlemen, ) ‘ s o i
' We Ehwe a men sppearing in person aréund through the country
Pictures Shows & Say.es he is the real old time Jessie“James .
& offers $5.000., Reward to anyone that proves that he is not .
The out law Off2 old days, oo o ' . -
T would like to know if he is or mot. - |
~ Awaiting your ‘Reply.
ruly.
N bY
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~ " ohis will acknosledge receipt of your

letter

éatod pril 2, 1937, requesting inforaction concerning
.a person nasmed Jesele Jamdle. . . .:vuif. i Fua i iom,

Pleese be advised that the files of this
Buresu do not contain any informstion reletive to
the "reel old time Jessie Jemes® and, therefore, I am
you with the inform:ticn requested,-

LA T
gt




JUL 6 J937F




P FREEe

T

2L g » ol 1l




" Jesse James, the ’:h-o'ted Ciay Coun Missour, bandﬁ,—sup& :
posedly shot ‘ 1l 3, 1882, {for ($10,000
reward), has ) ‘ idi i

&

iding and i3 -

| America’s ) o
Returns to tell the True -

~Story of his Early Life’ o
of Banditry!f 2 R 3

Hear .'Iesse Jaines tell the héir-rai;in
Bob Ford i

"REWARD! |
- JESSE JAMES WiLL, pAy |
$5000 REWARD TO ANY;
Man, W‘omapvoxj child wh.oc':an’g |

ipe




e TIOU UIE OTIgINAl
- Missouri Outlaw. He has been "
. Positively indentified by. hun-
dreds of early settlers every
where, -and cordially 'invites :
all old-time residents to meet |
" him’ personally - and discuss
old times e N

-'53 HANK FARRIS
: Former Double for

MAYNARD
- IN PERSON
S s‘ i-.»and;' lfli;;. .

Ann Alexander

. . Cowgirl Sereen Star

- - in
The Most Sensational
Australian Whip-Cracking
and Fancy Roping Per-
formance Ever Seen on the
American Stage, -

COMEDY! - THRILLS!

S
THE OLD WEST BLENDS
WITH THE NEW WEST —
AS THE MISSOURI BAD |||’ JESSE JAMES ' -
MAN MATCHES. YARNS 1] a4 He Appears Today
WITH THE HOLLYWOOD ' |{}-- - . . Age89. .
'DAREDEVIL. . : s . To See Him is to Believe Him)

10, “THE JOST CITY" and NEWS
Regula Screen Program!
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August 10 1937

Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington,D.C, -

Dear sirsje

Several days ago an aged man was 1n this locallity who :
sald that he was Jessie®James. He said that he had recently
reported to one of the U.S. law 1nforcement agencles

and had been given a full pardon,

Now I have no personal interest in this case except that
this man says he is getting theatre booking thru this
territory, and I beleive that he is a full-fledged

liar as to his identity. Some friends have asked me to
write you and see if you could give us some information
ag& to whether this man is on the level,

Yours truly : .
—},(o

arlington,Ky.

REGO&RDED a&éi - f? é 54 7/ 5 /Y |
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e m: rnl ncknowladgo meipt of ¥
dat.ed Angust. 10, 1957, in which you reqne;t infomuon
a5 to whether an individual named Jesaie James x-orerrod
to in’ your lett.u' 15 %on the lcvd..

! : mdl: bo infomd mt the fnes of th.i.l &
Bnreau oont.un no information relative to ‘the original
' Jessé - James and, acoordingly, I am unable to furnish
you with the information requested.

Yery truly yours,

AUG1S '_iiér

FEDERML mzev ﬁf savzsmmo
. 4, SErIATERT 67 usniet '
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