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Ut RUENTIAL

In early 1.44, tne "Indegendent Voters Comribttee ol the Arts
and Sciences Ior HooseveliM wes repgortscly roreed in Nev York City.
“he "Sunday Worker", CJor.u..ist news or;an, in issue or December 24,
1v:4, carried sn wriicle ectitled "artists Sta € rermanent Show ior
voiitical actiort. Tais arbicie rev.clced that & niw "Indeperdent
Jilizens Curmiittee oI Arit., sSciences end Professicns® nca been organ-
izs3 ror toliticil actlon %o in.ure vicbory anc security. According
to ta: articie, tnis coun. itbee wey an cubir.wi: of tne Incevenden
Joters o mittee which -tad campaigned -u wctively «nd eilsctively
Jor tae re-eiection or Presicent Hoozevult. smeng the initiating spon-
cors of tals new orgenizatli-on were wovic Adunde, James Coo , Bartley
orum, Howard Fest, Psul stobeson unc bddward G. locingon. Tne &,)0NRSOrS
rentionsd eoove were reiiabiy ropurtec to na.z close Comrunist ailil-
lstions and cunnections.

Source nob -
Letier 0 ilr. d.m3d Fo i Clirenery
soiistnt to the atturney Cenzral
Gutew 4-11-406

Aot MInce encent Citizens Corwitiee
of the srts, asciences, .nc Prores=-
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In 1SkLl the Los gjedes Gjfice cdvised
tict infcrmation wes obtained frcm publications in
Hollywood setting jfortn the fact that Poul Trivers
(screen writer) in colleboraticn with Delton Trumbo
wrcte "Joknny Got EKis Gun' which wes reproauced in
a broadcast by James Ceuner rrem the Moson Operg Ko
ir 19L0.
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The February 14, 1944 issue of "Time” contained an
article captioned 'The Battle of Hollywood." It stated that
the Leftists announced a Dig Free World Association dinner
at the Beverly Hills Hotel, starring Vice-President Henry
7allace. (Date not given). .

The Hollywood Rightists formed a group called
nrhe Motion Picture Alliance for the Preservation of American
Tdeals.!” The purpose of this organization was to correct
"the growing impression that this industry is made up of
avd dominated by Communists, radiccls and crackpots.”

The article stated that more than 300 of screendom$

best thinkers, from Jack Benny's Rochester to Thomas Yann
turned up to hear Henry Wollace. Marquee names on the
committee included Jimmy Cagney (veteran Hollywood labor

fosalind Busselland Charles Boyer.

Source as given.
94-~3-4-11-436

(13)

$1 10N-07431-119
(13)
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In March 1944 James Cagney was a sponsor of the nFree World

Agsociation®.

March 17, 194L issue of "Hollywood
Variety" ’
Los Angeles rpt. dated May 2L, 19LL

nb was; Internal
Security-C"
100-370750-32 B 70
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Los .nzeles rpt. dated Xay 20, 19&4,
Re: "Fres ‘orld, Inc.,-Internal :
3ecurity-C" :
100-90431-132
(3).-

"‘ .

mnae ipbiclas of incorporation of the "Frasz Torld Assoc13tlo?3?f
e srbicle: i . Fraz ; nof
Yellyxood! were filed with ths fos .n~ales Jounby Slark on tlirch 17, 1344
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CONFYONITIAL

The "Peovle's .orld" ror Arril 21, 1544, closely indicated
tne method of attack plannec by the Communist Purty against the sotion
Picture Aliiance and was s:t out. The article was entitled "icreen
_orkers Spur YPA Fignt" witn a sub-neacing "rressure Croup *lot %o Cap-
ture Industry Spurs Roily ror FreedomM. Th: articls in the "feople's
orla! waswitten by Dolph Wiinebrenner. One of tne naragraphs being
set uy vertabim reads as [0l.oWs:

s’ .

nThe Free Zorld Association nad a dazzling roster of rilm
names--Lucley Nicnols, Thomas vinn, Jinpy Lam:iy, Crson Welles, Jomn
Garrield, .aiter ..nger, Lalter riGEeon anG ceny ouner box office
stars on the rale side; Rita Haywarth, Olivia DeHavi.land, Joan Fon-
taine, Bectte [avis, Ingrid Bergman, Rosalind 2u.sell and others in
the ladies' iineup®. :

"Peo.le's worla" cated 4=21=44
Letter Jrom SAC Los angells to
the Director dated .zy 19, 1944
2e; "Tne Motion Alliance for the
Preservetion of Amsricsn Jaeals-
Tntorration Concerning File
100-271036~4, .« 17

(13)
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COMTRNTIAL

Judge Bleakley, of Westchester County, one
time Republican Candidate for Governor in New York, asked
SAC Conroy to see his daughter, who was Story Editor for

43g§§=gagnau, to talk about a picture that Cagney was
thinking of doing, dealing with FBI activitiess :

_ The Bureau had oreviously been approached through
6’1(/— about Cagney's desire to make a picture wherein
he, Cagney, would olay the role of the Director. The 3Bureau
{ turned this down because it was inappropriate and secondly,
because they had a previous commitment with 20th Century
Fox which precluded taking on anything else.

Original Source not given.
_iiemorandum from L. 8. Nichols
to Mr. Tolson dated april 7,

1944,
S4-14-2838-37
(11)
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As of June, 1944+, 25 actors and actresses were
reported to be members of Communist Party front groups.
Ineluded in the 1list of actors was the name James Cagney.

Original source

not shown,

Memorandum "Historical

Background and Use of
.’ Communist Movement as

a Propaganda Pressure

and Espionage Medium"

dated October 1, 1945.

100-3-949

(9)
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The September 15, 1944 ue of the "Daily Worker”
contained a column entitled "Film Front" by David Platt.
The column is quoted in part as follavs:

"George Murphy will be the new President of the
Sereen Actor's Guild. No oppoesition candidate having been

named, his election is.assured. He succeeds James C’ggneg."

Source as given,
100-138754~4
(1)
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The November 21, 1944 issue of the "pgily Worker"”
carried an article announcing that @ group of screen stars
signed a telegram greeting the American Soviet Friendship

rally at Madison Square Garden omn the previous Thursdaye.
Following is a text of the massage:

"I time to come the recognition of the Soviet
Union by the United States vill be remembered as the beginning
of an era which brought savagery, ignorancé and hunger to an
end. It will be remembered as the first step taken toward
new horizons of & world where security and culture are meant
for the happiness of all people everywhere.

"on this occasion Hollywood wishes to add its voice
to the voice of all Americans hailing the mutual bond which
ezists and which will continue to grow between our great
country and our great allies. In this friendship lies not

only the hope but the future of the world.”

The telegrom was signed by a group of screen stars
including Janes Cagneye

Source as given.
100~146964=-4

(1) :

ST 100-146964-572
(9)
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In December, 194, the Los Angeles Office
forwarded to the Bureau various memoranda on the
Communist Political Association, U. S. A.

In the memorandum titled "Communist Infil-
tration into Labor Organizations”, James Cagney was
listed a8 Presicent of the "Screen Actors guila.”

Tt was also stated that ten Communists (no names
given) were members of this guild.

Original source not shown

Los Angeles letter to Director
doted 12-31-Lk

Re: "Communist Political
Association, U. S. A«

Interncl Security - C"
100-326-26-4, Enclosure #2, page 19

(3)

SI 100-326-26-3, Enclosure #2, pGge 16

(3)
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The Los Angeles Daily News dated June 13,
1945, carried a list of Hollywood personalities who
were active in the "Hollywood Independent Citizens
committee of the Arts, Sciences and Professions.”

The ncme of James Cagney appeared on this
list. '

P

Los Angeles report dated 8-27-L5
Re: '"Hollywood Independent
Citizens Committee of the Arts,
Sciences and Professions”
Interncl Security - C
%23-338892-1512, page 6

T e

Los Angeles Daily News dated 6-13-L5
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(O PNTIL

James Cagney telephonically contacted the Los
Angeles Office (date not given) and advised of an instance
where an individual had impersonated
Fe made available a letter addresse

uly 27, 1945, advised that
January 9, 1945.

d”r;‘szo in Lime, Peru, on
According to the letter the money was not
repaid, ‘

In his reply tom told him that he
had been "had" and that others haa fallen for the story of

this same. individual who apparently has within the past 10
years been working in the Orient.

Source as given.

Los Angeles letter to the _
Director dated Sept. 20, 1945, p7(/
Re: Information 6
Conc

’
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- The Los Angeles Office reported on July 11, 1946, 2¢
that Lester Cole, » had comple%ed a ‘3
screenplay "Blood e o or the actor-producer James -
Cagney. In the first issue of the "Hollywood Quarterly"

Cole wrote an article entitled, "Unhappy Ending," in which
he bitterly criticized the Cagney brothers for changing

portions of hils seript. He stated that the Cagney brothers
had deliberately changed the ending he wrote for the plcture
and thus had deleted the-real meaning, that is, the .political
content of the motion-picture. : S R

- Original source
- not shown.

Ios Angeles repat
dated July 11
entitled,

X

i
Y
S

137 COMEENTIAL :
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Cn December 2k, 19L6, the ridio prozram #lampus 3ilute® wis
broadeazt over ths Hubual Broadcastin~ System. The announcer onened the
prozram by announcing "From the nation's capital, the ilutual Yatwork in

" -cooperation with the Yar Departms ab, presents’ a tribate in words.and naslc

to the creat collezss and universitiss of amsrica. These gre:t scnoois
who triined many of cur soldiers have once more turnzd to tenchin~ the ways

‘of peace, for knowlsdge is the foundi ation of frcﬁdoﬂ an<d the scrnerstone of

intern.itionil une *suandinp.

at the closs of the nrosraun the annduncer stx‘cc n.nd today thers
ire those graduates whosz ictions ind sivings :Te an influence on the livss
of us 31l. To name 2 ”ew there ire Thomi:s . J3wey. Jlifton ’
Paqinman, Csc:r fammerstein IT, and Ribbi Shephen 5, =me. Do those ind othrr
griduites ind to those o the futur:z thz U.3. army 3und plivs masic2l trinate

ot
M <0

with the 'Znroire St:te 3ala

The infomint listed ve
listed grazuates. 3aefsroin: o oon = ¥ e!
as 4 sponsor of Uovil 3.1l sresenss oy the Tiln and Thoto Lesmma ! 2.bay,
April 1934, pase 2}). Listad 1s sponsor, 10 3eptember 1937, Frisnds af tha
Ahrahan Lincoln 2rizsds, abrah:in Linroln Batialion, George T;shingtOﬁ Rattilion,
Mime appeirs as snonsor on letterheid ot ahrahin Lincoln :rigzde Lirch 23,
194,9. Listed as russt of ~mmitars Jonsress held on Cctober 1, 2 and 3, 1943
under the 3join%t auspices or the University of C:liforni. ind Poli wo:d Tritzrs
Kobilizition., Sponsor of .11 Trice Union Conferenre on SJentex nzr 13, 1‘37

calied by the Friends of the abrahan Llﬂcoln Brig:de. In an article, "Jiily
worker", ipril 23, 1936 tLett Theater Takss Stock" by Ben Irwin, Cagneyr is
mﬂntlonod ag appearing in 3 stage product 101 130ry the Dcad', 4 uomﬂurlst

vehicle nesigned to influsnse the public ag alnst arepiradion for was.!

Crlolnal source not shown
of Heid uarte“s 1ilitary District

ﬂ z
“JITETIEC, 2/, L?hé.
100-7660~- Al78
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;  In the July 8, 1947 issue of WTYOKANSAN SANOULT," organ of the
Communist Party in Helsinki, Finland, thsre appzarsd a prominent article
concerning Comnunists in Hollywood. . In this article were mentioned stsrs in
Hollywood who were not members of the Party (CP) but nevertheless defanded
the Spanish Loyalists cause, supported Roosevelt, supported the trade unions,
and fought against race diseriminition. afong those listed was James Saiznaye.

Origzinal source as given -
Letber from amasrican Lez:tion
Helsinki, Finland to 3t:te Dept.

dsted July 14, 1947. y
64,-200-255-11C, P. 1 :
(6) '
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On July 12, 1947, a "Conference on Thought Control" was held at

the Beverly Hills Hotel, Los Angeles, Califernia. The conference was sponsored
by the Arts, Sciences, arnd Professions of the Pro_ressive Citizens of America.
Paul Draper, a well-known dancer, spoke at this cenference. The speech con-
cerred his part in the production of the movie, "Time of Your Life," written

by William Saroyan.

During the reading of the script, Draper noted that he was to speak
2 line which ridiculed Hitler and had the elfect of callirg Aitler the most

sericus menace of the day. Draper, realizing that the script should be re-

vised, asked his director what line should be substituted for the Hitler line.
The director told Draper to substitute the name Stalin for Hitler. Draper
said that he could not say such a line in the movie.

Draper said that he talked to Jimny Cagrney, the producer, wGrips"
ard marny other people around the studio T LS direchor told Draper to

substitute the nare volotov for ti:e name Stalin.

Draper saw a representative of the J. Arthur Rank Productio:s with
nis script problem. He Was told that © .y would not allow the distribution
of any film in England that contaired derogatory remzrks concerring the Soviet
Yrion. Draper cvhen went back to see Jimmy Cacrev and told nim about this .
decision. Draper said that things began o appen and the lires were taken

out of the script immediately ard lines of no political significance wvere
substituted.,

At the end of a conference, during a varel forum, soneone asked why
Draper said that

Saroyan couldn't sue Jimy Cagney 7or changing his scripte
that would be impossible e emacn as through the sale of the script, Sarcyan

had forfeited all rights to the use of his script and arything could be done
with it that the producer vished.

Corference atitended by Bureal

Agent. - ' ,
Tos Angeles rpt. dated Aug. 7, 1947,
Re: WCormurist Infiltration into
the Totion Picture Irdustry; Internal
Security-C" :
100-138754-21.8

(13)
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. The October 19, 1947 issue of the Mrorker™ carried
an article entitled "The Movies" by Harold J. Salemson.

The article stated, ¥Jimmy Cg is rumored
secretly preparing a film versﬂﬁfo* ﬂagton Trumbo's
magnificent "Johnny Got His @un,” which he ¢id several times
on the radio before the war. It is one of the greatest anti-

war novels ever written.”

Source as given,
100-138754-4
(1¢)

149



T T T

Fhe November 1, 15L7 issue of the npeople's Voice" carried a
column entitled "From Me to You! by Lena Horne. The colum is quoted in
part as follows: nI happen to know many of Hollywood's Progressives who
are under smear attack. John Vexley, Irwin Shaw, Charles Chaplin, Fobert
Rosson, Emmett Lavery, John Garfield, Alvah Bessie, Edward 5. Robinson,
James Caége% and dozens of others whom the Thomas Comittee would like to

Ve out of employment in the myvie industry, are all staunch believers
in racial equality and the progressive integration of the Nezro in our
society. Thefy are good people who deserve the support and encouragenent
of our people, the Vegro people during this time of erisis. I know that
these Progressives would appreciate hearing from you, if only to know
that out there in the great audience they serve there are rillions who
believe in decency, Justice and fair play."

Source as ziven.
New York Ppt. dated Feb.

Ent:

12, 1948
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In the april 10, 1950 edition of the tiley York Lidrror# there
wis an article titled "iizhtlife" b~ Lee Mortinsr. In this article it
wis stated that thousinds in the entertainzsnt industry; actors, writers,
conposers, directors, producersfand union leiders at ona time or another
acted with, or fronted for, Communists or Communist Fronts. The name of
Jimes Cacney wis one of those given in a 1list of many such individuals.
Source as given

100-138754 -4 3ectioa 20

()
S1 100-24628-913
(14)
Vi
156
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Reference: 61-7559-7
(1)

Abn-= weference not reviewsé, slthough cerd iz in
Generzl Indices. OConsolidetion secticn advised that serial
in file wes cancelled.

Reference is to the General Activizies Communlst Perty
in Califcrria ir 1936.

This index card 1s beinz markel for destructicn.
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SAC, Los Angeles. Jaﬁuary 24, 1951

oa P

pirector, FBI -

T eing transmitted herewlth for. BRI
the completion of your files, & summary of infor- T
mation concorning the abovo-captioned subject dated

December 20, 1950, which has been compiled as &
result of an examination of the Buresu's files,

RIS This material should be carefully re-

viewad by You and a report thereafter submitted

which will jpclude all data not previously submitted
by your office in report form. Coas o .

By letter datsd July 17, 1950, the . .
New York Office furnished jnformation concerning
subject as supplied bY The current

peport which your offic u should embody

the information a3 furnished by

v

Bufile 100-2279

c|

asrg

RECORDED - T / oio -4
: @?O ﬂ‘\?j’ . igN:zs 1951. |
‘E f"fzilc"'rii o

!
29
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T TICAL SSCTRITY - R
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of Robinsone

You will recall that :dwerd . Robinson during *he latter
thg Hou sn Tn-Americarn Activil’es

Commun' st Party

advisod to the

- By ‘te
officas wers re

v -~
e [ e
ot ’ \/. J

inasoueh as several sllegations have

{iald offices were requedw

TURAYR 4 8053002279 L ‘ |
e v EEN L ey 3
7

6‘\9 7 To recoamend that the fiold be avtrorized to interview
Mrmmn their krowladgze oé >
casbioned subject. To recariend Sha not, he 7
intarviewed becanse he has beon dascribe

ns doss not appear ‘o rave personal knowledee of Comau ist activitias

iare able and becauss

Comite

a4 R[obinson was &
aembere

x- =
o interview these individuals unless

contrary by the Burssu.
letype datad farch 14, 1351, the nertinont field

juested to await Buresu anthoprity beforae conduetin
intervigws with

g
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Bur.au files have been reviewed concsrning thoss i-dividuals
es refleczad belcw. ' ’

i = gty - — e e s




4-750 (Rev. 4-17-85)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET

__L Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where
indicated, explain this deletion.

‘J Deleted under exemption(s) 5 70’ with no segregable

material available for release to you.

] information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request.
] Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only.

[ Documents originated with another Government agency(ies). These documents were referred to that
agency(ies) for review and direct response to you.

Pages contain information furnished by another Government agency(ies). Youwillbe advised by the FBI as
to the releasability of this information following our consultation with the other agency(ies).

Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s):

XXXXXX
XXXXXX

[ For your information:

d The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages:

3165/

XXXXKXXXKXXKXXXKXKKXKX

X DELETED PAGE(S)

% NO DUPLICATION FEE §

X FOR THIS PAGE

XXXXXX XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

e S R AT R 3 T ey e S T



T8 tals

: uu‘ﬂslﬂhotnnhmﬂacitoimuuwhnn. o

oy hawe knowladge of the wemderadip - .°

Coamurint Purty. IA is also recokeserded et - . s g

%o b tnterviewed fcr the sene yUsacn B .
was previctaly uo rative with 70 »

. ahe 1os Angelss Offiee. It is reccmmended furihes ghould E} :

‘heanalTﬂlﬂl!ﬁﬁld‘ﬂﬂdhﬁllllﬂﬁlﬂhb xmt‘ SR

o sutharisiog.

e Internsl Security Seetion eviews: Bhe
[y “has ne edjections te tA¢ interview of .
3 jer',. thie Section aduises 1 ia net 1N [
pes B ete uhether the interview with o
weuld bde successful sinoce ne agtive investiy on Aas deen
eonducted of him. Howeuver, suoh interview would net ‘
inserfere with any present or contenplated investigation

of security matter cascd.

S ¢

~

e
3 ey e RN,
e T‘i&ﬂ?’-‘_"")-_» ATEITN e v e sy e G T — e
. e s e v T R SRS AR Y S



4750 (Rev. 4-17-65) (‘ ' f .

XXXXXX
XXAXXX
XXXXXX
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET

____/___ Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where
indicated, explain this deletion.

EE/Deleted under exemption(s) 5 VA/ with no segregable

material available for release to you.

] Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request.
[ Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only.

[C] Documents originated with another Government agency(ies). These documents were referred to that
agency(ies) for review and direct response to you.

Pages contain information furnished by another Government agency(ies). You will be advised by the FBI as
to the releasability of this information following our consultation with the other agency(ies).

Page(s) withheld for the following reason{s):

[J For your information:

[{ The following number is jo be used for ference regarding these pages:
Zp-5/

XXXXXXXXXKXXXXXXXXX

§ DELETED PAGE(S)

& NO DUPLICATION FEE %E
XXX X  FOR THIS PAGE

XXXXXX $:0/0:0/0:0.0.0.0.0.0.6.0.0.4

XXXXXX XXXXX

Fat/DQd

e et T . . T
b - - i



§

34C, Los Angeles April 4, 1951

Director, FBI AIR MAIL SPECIAL DELIVRY

. /.
¢ JAMES CAGNEY
SECURITY MATTER - C

ReBulet January 24, 1951, which instructed that ()D
a report should be submittsd by your Office which would eb

include information aupplied by s well as
data appearing in a summary of information concerning Do .

Carney as prepared by the Bureau. : .

In connection with the reporting of information
in ths Correlation Summary, the following instructions
should be folloved: .

(1) None of the material contained in instant
Corrslation Summary is to be incorporated
in the investisative section of a rsport
axcept whars such material clearly qualifies
for di-ssmination.

(2) wWrare you fsal thit such information should
be incorporated in tha investigative section
of a report but you ars in doubt as to the
suitability of such {nformation for dis-

t,‘“:'i A

semination, your doubt should be resolved =
through corrasponience elither witn the Fleld ol
office submitting the original information o
or, where the informatlon oririnated outslde Y
the Bureau, by correspondence with the Bureau. 3

(3) Matsrial contalned in instant Corrslation
Summary which does not quxlifysfor dls-
semination may, of coug@éﬂ?biﬁln rporated
in 'the_ggiministrative\\\éeq; oA of%% report,

e vy )
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f eURITY -~ C

INTIWAL

ttache ‘hereto are five corles of report of SA »
-catec Leren-b, 1951, at Los ingeles, in connection «with the
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er.
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fﬂ’§ Sub3=ct is a movie actor most commonlv known as

) JAMZS CAGNZY. He was born July 17, 1899, at New
York City. In 1933 or 1934 he was revorted to
nhave contriktuted to the Communist Darfy's Strike
Cormittee Fund at tae time of an aérlcultuﬂal
strike in the San Joaquin Valley, Callfornla.
This fact subseguently became 1i
a result of a reported ra
munist Party Strike Office
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e " bulletin of the North American Com-

mittee to Ald Spanish Democracy in 1937 lists
JAMZS CAGNEY as a sponsor of that organization.

In 1929 his name was

1isted on the letterhead of the Friends of the
Abraham Linceln Brigade as a sponsor of that or-

~anization.
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The "Wasaington Times Harald" for August 21, 1940,
11sts Chairman MARTIN DIIS of the House Committee
Investizating Un-American Activities, as stating
JAMES FACN“Y was not, and never had been sympathetic
to the Communist movement,
California.

DETAILE

All informents designated by a T symbol in this repert
are of known reliacility unless otherwlse indicated.
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l Past Rssldences: | . S -f
Beverlri Hiliil i“ - R

621 Nortn Hillcfest, Bevarls
Plectsd@ in the renort of]

Occuraticn: ' OQD

Actor end Vice-Presldant of Cagney froductions, Inccr-
crated, LOCO Olive Avenue, Burbank, Cslifornia (%arrer =rcicars
tudlic lot), tzlspaone SArIlsid 3801,

651 West Holloway Drive,
22 In the renort of the

d1lls, California, as re-

82’ a Governmental agency wnich conducts Intelligence
invsstifations, furnished the following previcus business add-
ressas of the subject:

From 1930 to 1942 subject was employed by the Warner
cztners Studio, L0O0O Clive Avenue, Burbank, California, as an
cter; ' ’

»
e

o o

From 1936 to 1937 he was also rerorted to have been
emrloyed by the Grand National Pictures, Santa Monica Boulevard
and Fermosa, Hollywcod; :

“roaxl 1302 to 13043 ne was nrcéuction of -
moElom ~teturzs undsr ths nate of cirs, Incorroratsd,
1281 Divta “oreesa, Jollywood.
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American citizen; born July 17, 1899, at New Vork S T
City, as advised by tae subject on March 23, 1951. Lo

On August 20, 1940, wnen subject testified before the
Special Committes on Un-American Activities, then aclding hear-
ings in San Francisco, Cz2lifornla, CAGNSY sta

Background:

Volume 26 of "Whose Who in America" 1950-1951, states
that CAGNZY was born in New York City on July 17, 1904. Hs is
listad as having attended grammar schcol and aigh schooly leav-—=
ing the latter to go to work. In 1922 he marrled FRANCES\VEZRNOV.o.:¢.. 3
He started working in vaudeville in 1924 and in motlon pletures -~
in 1931, having been conrnscted witn the latter Iindustry since
that date., He raceived "The Best Actor of 19L2' award from Critic's
Clreclas for mis acting in "Venkes Doddls Pandy". He is raportsd
tc nove taan Vice-Fresident of Cagrey Froductiogns sinces 19L2,

/
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.. The 1942 issue of "Current Biography" lists subject’s
rather as JANZSTTAGNEY and his mother as CAROLYﬁWELSOQ;SAGNEY.
The report stat®8 that his father owned a salcon at 3f% Street
and Avenue "D", New York, a neighborhood that was known to police-
men as the "gorilla jungle". After graduating from grammor
school he entered Stuyvesant High Scheol. During the next feur
yzars 2e is stated to mave had tae following jobs: Office boy
for tas "Nayw York Sun"; bundle wreapper for Myanamskers"; page=toy
st "opizprs" at New York City; and ~ustodian of the Webster 3ranch
of tne New York Public Library.

As a result of hls interest in teecomirg an ertist ne

is revorted tc nave enrolled in Colurmbia University.When family
reveress forcsé him to lesave, He sougnt a new way to malz money
and chose tns stage. He became a chcerus bey in the production
"pitter Patter® and remainsd in tais job for 32 weeks. Follow-
inz the clcsing of %the show he became snzaged 1in a vaudeville
eksten ~laving & wert in Jawish Aizlact. Turin: tae naxt saven
ranme na té): o - in tha2 :?Et, nz=guranin, to
i .5 reen s connzchad wiin

Tas item reports that CAGNIY's wife, FRANCSS VERNCXN,
13 a former professional actrsss whec gave up hep carear follow-
ing her marrisge. His sister 1s listed as JZAN{CAGNEY, o starlett
witn Faramount Pletures. Two of nis brothers are stated to be
paysicisrs; and his brother WILLIAM is Preslident of CAGNEY Pro-
ducticns, '

The Internatlional Motion Plcture Alamac from 1933~193L
1ists some of the productions in which JAMES CAGNEY nas appeered
as follows:

1931 - 1932 "poorway to Hell"
"Summer Holiday"
"steel Highway"

1933 "Blond Crazy”
"cpowd Rears"
"raxi” '
Miinner Tats A1l
"gepd to Tandle”
"oy sture Snatcnar"
"The Mayor of Hell"
Migctlisat Parads'

"Lacy alller"
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19130 "gere Comes the Navy"
"Jimmy, the Gent™
"He was Her Man'
ngt. Louls Kia"
1335 "pevil Dogs of the Air"
np midsummer Nights Draan"
"opisco Kid"
"The Irish in Us"
"G-Men”
1936 n"ceiling Zero"
"Grest Guy"
1937 ngometaing to Sing About”
1238 "Roy Meets CGirl"
"argels ity DITRY Tacas"
1735 "gaciy Dawn I Dis"
"Roaring Twenties"
12b0 "The Fighting 69th"
nToapdd Zons"
tcity for Conaquest"
1901 ‘ "The Strawberry Blond"
"The Bride Cams C.0.L."
1502 "Captin of the Clouds”

"Yankee Dcodle Dandy"

‘ me is repcrted in the asbove publication as naving
formzd nils own company with his brother, WILLIAM CACNEY, to
relesase plctures tarough United Artists. In September, k2,
ne was elacted President of the Screen Actors Guild. He was
votsd among the first ten money making stars in the Motlon
Picture Herald Fame Poll for 1935, 1940, 1941 and 1942.

Tre 1?&9-1?50 Internationzl i‘otion Filcture Alanac
=
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"J~anny Coms Latsly"

"Llood on tne Sun JeeY
o W33 Rue vadelin2" ALY
"piqe of your Lite"
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A ¢ised in 1938 that JAMES CAGHIY had been paying
3100 a month for dues to the Communist Party with &an z2idltional
assessment of 5LOO every four rontns. Informant aavised that

s made in such a ~vay that by ths time the

Lis contribubtlion was
money poacisd tae Farty, ‘t would ba cifficult to local its origin,
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The August 21, 19LC, issue of "Washington Times Herald"
carrizsd an item steting that Chairman MARTIN DI&S of the House
Coxmlttee Investigating Un-American 8ctivities said today tnatb.
JANIS CAGYIY and two others (whom he named) were not and nad
never obeen sympatnetic to the Comrmnist rovement. Accordling
to the item, DIES mede the announcement a few minutes after con-
cluding a hearing with CAGNZIY wno flew to 3an Francisco from
Massachusetts to deny charges previously filed with DIES.
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Te Los Angeles News for October 2, 1946, contalned an
epticle under tne.captlon "iore Actors Irked by Red Stooge Story™.
Tas srtlcls stetsd that the "anti-Mettnew|woll faction in “olly-
wood wes bolstered vastarday by tae adéition of twc morz aclors
wiie seld tisv ressnt tha APL Viez-FPrasicent's scticn in wrendine
then Corrunist stooges”". Tne article listed Jam-4S CAGLIY &as one
of tnose named by WOLL &s glamorous traiters. The article quoted
CAGY TV as stating "It 1s ridiculous., I won't even dignify it
with a ststement. WOLL 1s just trylng to meke himself a blg
fellow at other people's expense”.

’B% ’a Governmental agency whlch conducts ‘intelligence
investigallons, acvised tast as a resull of its investigetion of
4 tn 19h1, tals agency camn3 to the ccnclusion
r=@ to te no redscn to cusstion the lovelty of
ernment cf tas United States. !
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ALLTCATIONS 07 MIMBIRSHIP IN COMMUNTST
TaLlY LOMINATEL ORGALLZATIONS.

The "Yaw Theater" agazlne for April, 193l, announced
a motlon picture costume ball to be presented by the Film and
Photo League April 27tnh at webster Hall, 119 Zast llth Street,
sy York City. The article 1isted JAMES CACKZY as one of the
sponsors of tae ball. The "New Theater" Magazine was clted as
s Commurnist front by the Specilal Committee on Un-American Actl-
yities varch 29, 194k, The Film and Paoto Lzague was described " -
in tae 5th report of tao=s Celifcrnia Senate Fact-7inding Committee
on Un~American Activities as ", communist front for revolutionary
films".

The "Dally vorker" for April 23, 1936, containz=d an
article entitled "Left Theater Takes Stock" by B33U\IRWIN. Tae .
articls announced that tne Risznnual Naticnal Conference of the
"Mew Thaater™ ¥ ine wes helé curi tas pravicus weskend in RPN
wyilsdelzhia, T Taiz zrt t in part as fol-
coticr "Tas del s Pron tas Ccnts ! 2r G CllVIicI,

o To 3 CATIAY end LIOLL TUALLD L& vrzer Lnoa Suag®
~roductlon of t'Bury the Leaa", now being pr2parsd ... were especlal=
1y szrzsted wasn they told of the sensation that tals nsw and powsr-
ful antl-war play made in their commurity after a public play

neacding of it ...".
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The Yew Theater ¥agazins was cited by the Special Com~
nittee on Un-Amzrican Activities on Marca 29, 194k, as a Communist
front.

Tae 5th report of tae California Senate Tact-Finding
Comnittee on Un=-American Activitiss for 19L9 lists tae Contemporary. -
Tasater. as @ Comznunist front. : : )

report of tane

mis orcanizatlion 1s listed in ths lLith
fa 3=2nats “act=Tindlng Con ittas on Un-Americsn Activities.
ing beesn formsc in Szptembar, 1234, enc tepgninatad in fuzust,
thas tims of tas Stalin-ditler Fact. The above rarort
raflzacts that this orzanization wis ccneziveg
- 12 -
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by tae Communist Purty and aad for itd purposse tae support of
the tnen current forelgn polley of Soviet Russisa.

A weekly organlzational bulletin of the "North Ameri-
can Commlttee to Ald Spanisa Democracy" dated May 19, 1937,
page 5, states that JAMES CAGNEY was & sponsor of tne Los Angeles
Cnapter of the above organization in 1937.

The North American Cosmittee to Aid Spenish Democracy
was cited s a Communlst front by tne Special Committee on Un-
Amerlcan Activitles January 3, 1940,

Tae publicatlion "Social Justice" for April 10, 1939,
foermerly published by Reverend CHARLES\COUGHLIN, contains an
article uncder the caption "Communism 18 Passe; It's tDemocracy’
now". The articls reads 1n part as follows: "communism is out
of date, 1t has soclally taken over the mcre respectable name
of Lamocracy. AND the cultural center for this Communist
tramocracy! 1s to be the new Jollywocd., The Corrmnist peily
opar (Jenmuery 7) lists 1ts 1938 neonor wcll for sarvice to
re=myilsm == parcon us '"Tencergey! -- saysa:l t2icturad cbeove
2 5 senra or vore of Tolivweod 1i:nll nts e sr2stly
guss of orogrsss during tas 1ast TiET eeeeees LIZY

snown taelr sympathy on many occasions for Loyalist
aln znd n1ave ganerously contributed money and talent to its
aid.....!'", The photograpn raferred to above was rexrinted
in ths "Social Justica™ issue of April 10, 1939 crevicusly
wentioned, and included in the group of seven individuals appearling

in the photograph was JANES CAGNEY.

= [
izad Tas ¢

The above issue of "Soclal Justice” slso carried a
protograpa of an ambulance togetner with a placard readlng "The
¥otion Picture Artists Committee sends tnis ambulance to anelp
the defendesrs of Spanish Democracy". Standing alongside the
ambulance in thne paotograpn appeared LIONZL STANDZR. Among the
saveral names llsted on tne side of the ambulenca appearsc the

nams JANMZIS CACNTY.

The North American Committes to Aid Svanish Democracy
wes declared by the Attorney Ceneral on April 21, 1949 to fall
within the purview of Executlve Order 9835, :

The Ltn repcrt of the Czlifcrnia Ssnate Tect~-Tinding
feavittez on Un-Amerlcan Activities for 1049 states: 'Tne
‘otisn Ficture Artiste Committee wes an affiliate of tne lerth
Lol s elsc rert

0 ¢
ran Co uittzs to Alc spanisnh Temoceracy, walcie Wwe
-~ ps-vai-n to oid Scanisna orn-unists”.
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The "Federsted Press" for September 30, 1937, lists

fiftsen leading movie actors and act

nemes to two ambulances for Srain.
appearac¢ on the list.

fp On Angust 22, 1938,

the Youse of Representatives,

The 7risnés of tae
as a Cormunist frent by tas S
rcoivitiss, Harca 29, 19hb .

: The Holiywood writerst
Attornsy Gensral on Yovember 2h.,
of 2xecutivas Order 35835.

The Novemtar 21, 19k,
ad a=n srticl

Lemee = €

3y T

{sed that tane letteraead of

i.ads, ncon OLT7,
fos Anca2lzs, Cel
~f gponscrs oF U

tne nane JAXTES

5 snnouncing the

resses wano had signed thelr
The nsme of JAMES CAGNEY

testified before
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s 100=22550

sage was quoizd ia gart as follows: "Th time to ccme ths
recognition of Sovizt Union by the Unlted States will be renem-
veraG as the beginning of an ara which trought savagery, ignorance
and hunger to an end veeea. The telegram was reported to nave
tecn signed by a group of scresn stars, including JAMES CAGNEY.

rm California
1949 as being

_ ,
en Russian Institute of Southe
Attorney General on aoril 29,

wtive Order 7335.

‘The Amerilc
was ceclared by the
witain the purvisw of EXxec

L T T e e e




The Civil Rights Cecngress has be2n declared by the
Attornsy General on Novewmber 2k, 1947, to be within the purview

of Tzecutive Order 9835.
. »

E?l DESCRIPTION

Pfurnished a report in December, 19L3 setting forth
the foltowing vnysical description of subject: _

Yans ©' JAMIS TRANCIS CAGNIY
Place of birth lew York City, dew York.
Date of p_igt"n 'Jul¥"17, 1399. '

T"aisnt T 517"

Weight 160

Jair Red _

iyes Blue-~grcen

Tether JANTS TRANCIS CAGY IV
votns caent o fonac o oy

v
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LA 100-32540 ADMINISTRATIVE

i;"c;’ The Voters Registration records for Los Angeles were checked
by SP and reflect no current registration for JAMES
CAGNEY. The records indicate that on March 4, 1936, he registered as a
Democrat in Los Angeles County, describing himself as an actor, 5'8" tall,
born in New York. This registration was cancelled in the 1943-1944 can-

cellations. C) Eyzty..

checked the files of /

\
°

and found no record

for the subject,

e;‘ INDIVIDUALS
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LA 100-32540 ADMINISTRATIVE

The Fourth Report of the California Senate Fact-Finding
Committee on Un-American Activities (1948) lists the Motion Picture Demo-
cratic Committee as a Communist front.

National Committee for the
Defense of Political Prisoners

National Council of American
Soviet Friendship

C———

New Theater Leaguse

m—t————

North American Committes to

Aid Spanish Democracy :

Secotisboro Defense Committee !
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LA 100-32540 ADMINISTRATIVE"

n3oviet Russia Today"

Spanish Refugee Avpeal

Tom Mooney Case

Writers Congress Continuation Committee

Inasmuch as confidential informants of the Los Angeles Office

have furnished no information indicating that subject is currently a
member of the Communist Party or that he is presently active in any Com=-
munist Party dominated organizations, no recommendation is being submitted
that CAGNEY be made the subject of a Security Index Card
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-TO .

. UNITED'TS’I},,'TES -ch")’VERNMENT

' riRIcTR2, T PATE:  rine I, 1491
%¢Am°“ P 3an, 10 Avcornzg
SWHECE covumereT parTy, wsa . L6
IRTIRNAL SACURITY =~ C g E}

QOdat'ed March 7,

1951, instead of Maren 7, 1951, The secend naragreph of tht

letter reflects the revort as dated Mareh 6, 1951, Thls shculd

rzad April 6, 1551, - ¢
282 corrsctions nsve haar nctzd ca the Les Angsles

fil=2 cony 0f zhove trossmittai labter, znd it {s regpectfully

rexlzrhas thot the Tumagna slmilariy covract theinp ceplies of

thls latter,

‘Reference is made to Los Angeles letter to the Bureau = -
1351, transmitting 5 coples of the report of

sa in the case sntitled "gavng TRANCTITAGNEY,
Securf®¥iatter - C% Bureau file 100-2279, Los Angsles file .
100-325Li0, which repcrt bore date April 6, 1951, .

Atove transmittal ietter should bear the cdate Avril 7, -

RECORDED - 96

.35

! 1/0-2279-¢
G JU. 9 1961
L 18




¥

Oﬂice Mcmar 24773 + UNITED S1ATES GOVERNME.
| | mn,l‘ebnnry 30, 1988

Tol

Nicl A
Boardman —
Belmont —me—e
Mohs
Parsons —— .
Rosen e
Tonm
Trottet
Nease
Tele. Room —
Holloman ——
Gandy ———eem

By way of background, rote the Director
on January 29, 1958, and pointed out that he was a friend of the Bill Howards

(Dorothy Lamour) and wanted to know if it would be possible to do 2 geries on
" By letter dated 2/5/58 we advised

TV based on the book '"Persons in Hiding.
him that due to our tremendous responsibilities at the present time we did not

have manpower available for such an undertaking.

SRS 1oV writes back and says that they would not use any et
manpower and that all they wanted is permission from the Director to use his S

pook as a "format" for the project. He asked for a half-h nterview to
present his views. He also says that his good friend James Cagney is interested

n the project. ——. o .
<
Bufiles reflect a main tile on James Francis Cagney under the N TTTE
title of Security Matter--C. - T \\;\ -

s ed on the letter ncoin Brigade as 3 sponsor His name

has also been linked to numerous C

-~ : \

T
[ Fae

Certainly with this backgrgad we' &n}t‘% 19;3 anythlng to do
"dovm flatly.

4

‘with Cagney.
RECOMMENDAT —%5- That attached letter be sent to-i-y&es
P

Enclosure“!& P M / )/(,@Q;

8?7c

[ 3
? JR——
T N AT T R T, T S
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... March4, 1683
. .. BY LIAISON |

“DEC\.“@E}?&

s }/ The thte House .  -° :
- ‘ ‘;’) : Washington, D. C. ©
o

e Y
T

Dear ’urs. Stegan.

‘ Refarence is made to your name ¢ cheekrequest
concerning entertamero and cthers who may ay visit the Wh
FO.-@». .

Tha cent files of the I‘BI revnal no pertm°nt
de*af‘a.;ov-y iniormation xdent' fiable with the following individ-

ua-l-ln

x

S n— r1 - M. DeLoach (sent du'e Encs.n E’Ll‘ﬁ

PN 2.2 LA oa R T
Q
°
3
2
c
c

4

~ Tele, R
£ .

/46 I"!\R 6

- S

)
~ \ TELETYPS unrr

g

.o

ey
I3
]

.'." [ C - V . x ! N ' : FxY]
b : | Vince J.ombard] 8.6 115, BCOOKEIN,(F |
{

e

56366

—-

ORIGINAL FILED ¥

I - bem 1 I»ii Gale (sent direct) Encs.  grc. A \ Uiyt
2 Sudliven ae - B ol
i Tavel ‘ .‘" . L NOT RECORDE”
=% Trotter S . ET

e e e v e oy raem - S N Lo o T



3

SUESY . individuals:

N TR A o S -

Mrs, MildredStegalf, 0.;”4“ s
P PR AR T —

~ The fingerprint files of the Idedfification Divisiqzi' ;-
able with the above

ol the FBI contain no arrest data identifi
individuals with the possible exception of"
Attached are copies of FBI Identification

coras which may pertain to these individuals,
Atta_chéd' are separate memoranda on the following

g7¢

m‘o

Tallulgh Bankhead
James Cagne

Tennessee Williams

A copy of this communication has not been sent to

the Attorney General. - This letter of transraittal may be declassi-
bearing this classification is removed,

fied when the enclosure

" Sincerely yours,

Enclosures (17) | '\  T <

- :
ECE
! : :
— - oy g B ot
e e e e e ot 8=




March 1, 1968

JAMES CAGNEY

James k?avne #The well-known movie actor who :
was born on July 17, 1899 at New York, WNew York, was the _
sumect of a security tyoe investioranon condacted hy the ¥} Q‘S—
in 1951 based on the allegations that h Toa
ad supported various Communist Party organizations. ' £

9‘1

100-2279)

The fingerprint {iles of the Identification Division of
the =1 contain no arrest data identifiable with captioned individual
:ased upon background information submitted in connection with
this name check request.

NOTE: Per request of Mrs. Mildred Stegall, White House Staff.

e \NFORMAT\ON,C'm\gé\\m TR
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