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In april 1837 it was reporied that trrod flmn, the
scresen actor, had made a ¥ip to Yelsncis, opaln, at which iz

he made the folle=ino public statesunts

»The mlsslon walch Srings us 19 Sreln i8 lagcaed
upon va By ear eoncition 0f fres met. For alz menihs
s grout unsssiness hes bean felt Ln Hollywood for Lila
Rerusliasa Opalnm s sordicly thrsatened. ©e brin:
£1,57,000 wiel we have coilectod emoag varicus
artista (Frederis Mayeh, Jacee Cagnay, Donald Y.oeds,
mysolf, eAcs) end the WOFkiil sayscancl of the varlo 2
ptucies,” ,
In July 1937 Cagney wis oos of the pponsera for Lhs /iiriias
Lincoln Battallon and thu Qeorge lastington pagLelion ©f the Frien's
of tha sbrahsa Linooln Brigads,

Accorting Lo sn itza sprearing in the Pedarutad Fress
for Saptonber 30, 1937, Jemes Cagney, togeihsr with oiner leadin
povie atlors wnd astrssdes, eoctriouted to tec aedulencsd for Layelizl

Zpaln,
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In Septesber 1977 At was confidentially disclosed thed
Jezma Cagowy raxss dorations dirsstly to the headquarters of the
Comsnnlst Papty in Hew York Clty, It was at that tize alzo peported
eonsidentially Shat Cegney was ene of the prineipsl eonirivutors to
» flnanciel caspalgn being comducted by the Yestarn Sorker, a daily
Bowspaper, the effielal organ of the Corsmnist Party for tho Weat

1n Ostober 1937 Cognsy was reported to be one of Lhe
sponeors for the Friends of Lhe ibraham Linecoln Brigzede,
P
Tvan Prenels Co., forser Sac Franclsco Secretary-
Trossurer of ths International Longeliorement s Associotlon, ina
doxare mctlion agsinnt the Coacmnist Party of the District of
Californis and maoercud other defendants, naued Prederic arch as:

ua Yoxdar ia an casarted Cosmunist plot to
damtnzts the wostern United States, Peaching izt
the California schools, governuert offices and
the motion pleture industisy.”

In tris ame astion Jax charped Harch with being &
= Cocenrdat and assoslsted with Ma in the Conzunlst wovement
. sllegsedly are: -

Jams Cagney

Fronchst 7422

Lionel Stender
W Hilrals TiebVeris
: Kavy asby

Jakn Ludy

1 Jagust 1938 1t wes eonfidentially reported that Jiss:
T Cagney, Logsther With mRarcus obisr rovlie Limrinsrien, was making
1{beral scntritutions to Leysllst Zpals,

In Sapte=ber 1331 it was eonfliontinlly reportzd that
Cagrey Was peylng 100 & pooih foz dues Lo Lhe Communist Party with
an tageszmeat of LAQO svery four zomths,
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Film_Eroot |
s Cagney Bows to
st House Un-Americans

} By David Platt

‘ Some additional information has come to light on the
movie of Saroyan's The Time Of Your Life which James
Cagney and his brother are producing in" Hollywood. The-
whole story pieced together
from letters that we have
received from the coast is
as follows:

4
At the recent’\/I{QA\

‘thought-control’ conferenc
in Los Angeles, Pau#p{;-/
per, the dancer, ¢harged

that the Cagneys had wil-
fully distorted the meaning
of one line in the play and
had .deleted another line
“because of the Thomas-
ankin Committee jnvesti-
tion.” :
Draper, who has a part

in the picture, said he was
ordered to substitute the
name Stalin for Hitler in a
line reading “who is Hitler-

—he can’t push me around.” .~ 3aMES PAGNEY
When the dancer objected, it was suggésted as a
compromise, that Molotov’s name be substituted. .

\

7 Several days later, however, Draper ran into ‘S_i,d_ggy,
% “Bernstein, the British film executive associated with J.

* * -

his organization would refuse to handle a film which had
a line in it offensive to the Soviet Union. He said further
that if TheTime_Of Your Life was released with either
the name of Btalin or Molotov in it, it would do practically
no business anywhere in Europe.

Draper reported the conversation to the Cagneys. A
second compromise was the result. The line was ordered

. changed to read: “Who is Kilroy—he can’t push me’

" around.” This was a retreat into pure and simple non-

" sense, “A proper substitute,” my informant writes,

"t “would have been a contemporary reactionary or fascist
as was intended in the original Saroyan version Wwritten
when Hitler was still in power.” )

Arthur Rank’s enterprises. Bernstein informed him that

i L "
i jd -3 :Zé--,, 2y ,&'[%&p ,
BoLg, B

®tee There’s more to the story. The Cagneys are tough—

* tough in the wrong sense of the word—and don’t give
up easily. They made the Kilroy version but they made{
the Molotov version too: Kilroy for Europe and England
—Molotov—if they can get away with it—for America.

On top of that they deleted the line “I haven’t the
heart to be a heel so I'm a worker” which appears in the
Saroyan play. When Draper asked the producers about
this, he was assured that the House Un-Americans would
regard with suspicion any Hollywood film in which the
word ‘worker’ appears.
*

L4 »

. This is the road back——the road to disaster. At the
eW‘ rigidly cor{x’tlre(%d,scteen art-controlled, as
Adrian co’%,gbroducer ofA€Tossfire, observes in the cur-
- rent issue 6I/Screen Writer, by “committees which in pre-
" tending to defend, actually subvert our democratic way.”
The alternative which Scott recommends to his fellow
producers is to give the American people what they have
always wanted and today more than ever want. And that
is, “pictures which touch their Jives, illuminate them, bring
understanding.” - L
Scott warns the picture-makers: “If we retreat now,
because of our own doubts, not only do we do a great dis-
service to the American audience, but we do a most pro-
found disservice to ourselves. For this Fear we've be-
come accustomed to—this adjustment we have made to
taboos —are the allies of the Thomas Committee, the
Tenney Commiitee, and their stooges within and withou
 the industry.” : ' 'R
He adds: “While this marriage of reaction is going}
on, we’ve got to speak now—or we'll be forced to forever'

old our pegce.”
groaﬂﬁ’ﬁ
B 279
: [ / N s /".
! L / 4 -,g ¢ b,'_,

| n:m:"“l/%a T

s

'l
o v 497!
L.f"‘

I~ LA

§
This is a cli

{ Page /7 i\ :of the

DAILY WORKER

Date FLl-k
Clipped at the Seat of

Government?/f : ;i,;: -
’ /I -

it

predl

e A e o e T o




4.750 (Rev. 4-17-85) * ‘ . .

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET

_ﬁ_ Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where
indicated, explain this deletion.

EE/Delehed under exemption(s) 676 ’ B '70 v@/ with no segregable

material available for release to you.

[0 Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request.
[J Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only.

[0 Documents originated with another Government agency(ies). T hese documents were referred to that
agency(ies) for review and direct response to you.

Pages contain information furnished by another Government agency(ies). You will be advised by the FBl as
to the releasability of this information following our consultation with the other agency(ies).

Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s):

[J For your information:

4  The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages:

10033 =X/

XXAXXXXXKXXXXXKXXXX
gg DELETED PAGE(S) §
{ NO DUPLICATION FEE ¥

' ¥  FOR THIS PAGE X
%& 70.0.0.00/0000:6.0.0.0:90.6.0.0
XXXXXX

£81/003

emae e e we Wit ars caaiemn e s esicslema oL e amers



Letter to Director

Attached is n blind memorardum dictsted b
and containing all the pertinent inteormation concerning the fubject vhic
could uresently reccllect, ’
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Subject: James Cagney Uaeminenivid, Lk

Searched As: Date Searched: ig;g
Jameg Cagney : 12/15
Jimnle Cagney

Jimmy Cagrey ]
J. Cagney

Cne Cagney » o
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Found As: .

Jares™Sagney - s

Jirmie“Cagney 4 :

Jimmy\Cagney

" | @

1

This summary includes material obtained from a raview of all "See"
references identified with the subject. All references which are identical .
or protably identical have been included. Possible identical references, that
is, those references where there is ingufficient data to reject or include
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DACTARQUID AND NAIN FILE SUIMARY

dccording to #ho'!s /ho, James Cagney
was born in Jew Iork City, on July 17, 1904, (He LES, eD
tectified hearing in California that-BR@
Fe began his stage career in 1924,
and has worked in notion pictures Since 1931. KHe has
starred in nunerous motion pictures since that time.

4 review of Bureau references reflect the
following information concerning Cagney:

He was President of the Screen Actors Guild
in 1942 ond 1943.

Allenations have been made that Cagney was
associated with the following organizations:

Communist Party (C‘ember and coniributor)
Friends of the Abraham Lincoln 3rigade (3ponsor
and Contributor)
Jational Committee for Dejense of Politiccl
Prisoners (fember and contributor)
Anerican Peace Mobilization (ifenber)
Contemporary Theatre, Inc. (Sponsor)
American Students Union (Contributor)
itedical Bureau %o Aid Spanish Lemocracy
(Sponsor and contridutor)
Hollywood Anti=Jazi League (Contributor)
Mioviet Rus:ia Today" (Contributor) .
American Youth for Democracy (Contributor)
Jew Theatre League (Sponsorj
Independent Citizens Committee of the 4ris,
Sciences and Projfessions (Sponsor)
Hollywood yriters Yobilization (Sponsor)

Cagney's main

woraing vo testimony given by
Los Angeles, Californig Grand Jury.

Accordin

Fonm
100-2279 Uiy,
1 SI 100-119-14x1 (2)

100-2279-3
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On two occasions in 1946, Cagney was described
as a victin in receipt of extortion letters. Bureau
investigation revealed that the senders of the letters
were nentally unbalanced indivicduals arnd no prosecutions
were authorized.

. 9-11582; 9=-14593




R

Volume 26 of "Who's VWho in America", 1950-1951
contzined the following information concerning Cagney:

"James Cagney, actor; born New York City July 17,
19043 education grammer school; left high school to go to
work; married Frances Vernon, 1922. Eegan in vaudeville,
15243 worked in motion pictures since 1931; has appeared 1n
meny pictures among which were 'Public Enemy', 'Ceiling Zero',
'Greay Guy', 'Something to Sing About,' 'Boy Meets Girl',
'Angels with Dirty Faces,' 'Each Dawn I Die,' 'Rozring
Twenties', 'The Fighting 69th,' 'The Strawberry Blonde,'’
'The Zride Comes C.0.D.,' 'Captains of the Clcuds,' 'Yankee
Dcodle Dandee.' Received 'best male actor of 1942' award
frem .pitic's circle for his acting in 'Yankee Doodle Dandee’.
Vice-President Cagney Productions since 1942, Films they
have since released through United Artists are 'Johnny Come
Lately', 'Blood on the Sun', and 'The Time of Ycur Life.'"

Source as gilven.
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The "New Theater” of April 1934, advertised a motion
picture costume ball to be presented by the Film and Photo
League on April 27 {prodably 1934), at Webster Hall, 119 East
11th Street, New York City. Jomes Cagney was listed as one of
the sponsors of this ball., According to the advertisement
tickets could be obtained at the Film and Photo League, 12 Fast
17th Street; "New Masses", 31 East 27th Street; Workers Book
Shop, 50 East 13th Street; "New Theater,™ 5 Egst 19th Street;
Gotham Book Shop, 51 West 47th Street.

Source as given,
Page 727.

A letter dated September 10, 1948, signed by Robert
Taylor, Ezecutive Secretary, Friends of the Abraham Lincoln
Brigade, addressed to "Dear Friend", announced that an open
membership meeting of the "Friends of the Abraham Lincoln
Brigade"would be held on September 14 in the Detroit Room of
the Detroit-Leland Hotel.

According to the letter the meeting would include the
showing of the film "America’s Lafoyettes', containing some
excellent scenes of the Lincoln Brigade men in action. It
announced that one of the volunteers who had recently arrived

.from Spain would speak. The letterhead contained the names

of the national officers and sponsors of the Friends of the
Abyaham Lincoln Brigade. Included in the list of sponsors was
the name James Cagney. -

H

Original source not shown.
Page 753.

Hearings of the gpe wme
zAL on Un- llties.(date
1 n shown

Page 755.

AT
s\Jitt

=T g TOTY Tt R b i ot | b

Dies Comnmi ttee report, Section II,
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Sub-gsections "Film and
Photo Organization as
Communist Fronts” and
"priends of the Abraham
Lincoln Brigade’.
61-7582-1298

(6)

.o s1 D.-C. B, Vol. 13.p. 7728
(10)
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A copy of a newspaper article dated Friday, February 23, 193L
indicated that James Cagney was to be the auctioneer at an auction being
held on February 28, 1934 at the Women's City Club of San Francisco under
the auspices of the "Naticnal Committee for the Defense of Political -
Priscners®., Iincoln Steffens was the national chairman of this Committse,
and Ella Winter, was among those acting as patrons, hosts and hostesses
The exhibition was for the defense fund of the Scotisboro case. :

. Original Scurce nbt shom. p.65

Highly Confidential Source p.37

Highly Confidential Source. pel29
Albany rpt. dated April 11, 194k

EFD: jjb
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* SAC Dunn of Los Angeles advised the Bureau that on
ipril 15, 1935, the Warner Rrothers Company had wired Mr.
Keenan and other officials of the Depariment of Justice,
inviting them to preview the plcture, "G-l’en", starring Janmes
Cagney, before its release. The Collector of Customs in Los
Angeles, who was connected with the ¥arner Brothers Company,
said that he had received word from Warner Brothers that the
picture would not be released until Mr. Hoover saw it.

. Source as given.
temorandum from Mr. Tolson
to the Director dated 4%-16-35.
80-7-164%
(11)
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The April 27, 1935 issue of the San Francisco

"Chronicle", carried an article written by Katherine Hill.

The article arnounced that the picture, "G-lMen", had opened

on the previous day at the Yarfield Theater with James Cagney
as its star. It sald that the picture was the gagstier theme

in reverse, inasmuch as the heroes were the Department of
Justice men. Hill said that the pilcture removed all pretense
of glamour from the public:-eneny, but still ranaged to create
mugely effective entertainment, all on the right side of the
law. The article stated that the picture showed how finger-
prints are matched, and how the telltale markings on ammunition
are checked. It also reveals a part, at least, of the machinery
by means of which "cool headed, carefully trained men are able
to outguess noodlums'.

The picture gives Cagney, a former public eneny number
cne, a nev role as a two-fisted Government Agent operating
against criminals. The article continues, giving a resume of
the story depicted in the plcture.

San Francisco "Chronicle"
dated April 27, 1935.
80-7-181 ‘

(11)
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James Czgney, actor, a member of the imerican Peace wobili-
zatisn ano a fello. traveler who followed the Commnist P.rty line, was
listes as one of those in Hollywood conrected with the mc”icn picture
iroustry who was arfriliatec vih or supported the activities of the
rew Tneatre League.

Source no®% skevm, D. 105

James C:gney, actor and a Commur.ist Party line follover, was
1isted as a Hollywcod sponsor of Contemporary Theatre, Inc.

Source not shon, p. 109

Los Angeles; rot. dated 2-18-43
Re: "Communist Infiltration of
the Motion Picture Industry -
Internal Security-C"
100-1138754~4

(4)
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PNTIAL

CON:

=y

On lfay 9, 1936, James Cagney was one of a group

of individuals who took a 3D our through the Bureau.
The tour was conducted by of the Publicatlons
Section. :

,?

At the conclusion of the tour Mr. Cagney stated
that it was very surprising and that the work of this Bureau
was more thorough than he had realized. He further stated
that he thoroughly enjoyed his trip through the Bureau and
requested that his thanks be conveyed to the Director for

the courtesy shown.

R. 2. Joseph Memo for lr,
Tolson dated May 12, 193€.
66-1631-10~2109

(12)

SI 86-4750-77
(11)

S1 66-4760-82
(11)
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The Philadelphia files contained information to the
effect that James Cagney, prominent motion picture actor, had
rmade substantial financial contributions to the Student Union
in Los Angeles, California in 1936,

Original source not shown.
Philadelphia Feport dated
1-2)'!"“4'1 ’

Pe: "iAmerican Student Unicng
IS - R,"

61-7497-356
(7
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The October 5, 1936 issue of the "Daily Vorker" listed
James Cagney as one of a number of Hollywood screen stars who had
raicsed funds to ald the Selinas Lettuce Strikers. The article
also stated that Cagney, Pat C'Brien, Chester ilorris, and Edwvard
Arnold marched with the actors' delegates in the Los Angeles

Lavor Day parade.

Source as given.
Memorandum from R. B. Hood,
SAC, Llos Angeles cdated 5-9-42,43767
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Information was received from an anonymous cutside
source to the effect that James Cagney was one of a group of
individuals who had contributed freely to Cormunistic nmoverents.

Anonymcus outside scurce.
Blind Memorandunm dated 5-6-37,
Re: "lovie Strike"

6-0-11

(12)
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In 1937 the nare of Janmes Cagney apoeared on the
letterread of the "Friends of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade
stationery. Cagney was listed as a sponsor of this
organization.

An anonymous informant of

G"2o

San Fran. letter to the Director
dated NMov. 5, 1937.

61-7559-2004

(8)

SI 100-72-2191 encl. p. 25
(9)
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During the Spanish Civil ¥War James Cagney,
in conjunction with Edwaerd G. Robinson and Melvyn
Douglas, presented an ambulcnce to the Loyalists.

Original source not shown

Los Angeles report dcted 2-3-15
Re: "Edward G. Robinson”

. Internal Security (R)
100-337779-38, page 2
(3)

SI 100-337779-1, page 3
(5)

81 61-7561-216X59
(s5)

ST §1-9218~18
(G - 2)
(4)
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The "Federated Press" of Septemter 30, 1937,
1isted 15 leading movie actors and actresses who had signed
their names to two ambulances for Spain. It stated that
these ambulances would accompany the "Heart For Spain" in
its ecrosc-country tour. The name of James Cagney appeared
on the list of 15 actors and actresses.

Source as given.
%%;7559-1867




[ ]

e stationery of the "Friends of the
litation Fund, Incorporated,”
1ist of spornsors. Included on

A letter on th
Abraham Lincoln Brigade Rehabi
I1linois, included a

Chicago,
the name James Cagney.

this list was

Original source not
shown.,

Chicago report dated
February 1, 1941, entitled,
"Veterans of Abraham '
Lincoln Brigade;
Internal Securi%y - Ccn
100-7060-2k ‘
(7)

§$1 D.C.R. Vol. p. 7729
¢10)



On September 20, 1937, there was made available to

the San Francisco Qffice a co of a confidential memo dum
prevater b SN - . .- it
identificatI®n). <ihe memorandum is quoted in part as follows:
"Jimmvy Dursnte is a Party rmember and joined in New York and

the same ghtains for Jimmy Cagney, who makes his donations to CV
the Zxecutive Committee direct in New York. iaq

an Fran. letter to the Director
dated Sept. 2%, 1937, Re:
"Subversive Activ1t1es - General.”
61-7559- 2122

(13)
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CONRENTIAL

The December 10, 1937 issue of the "San Francisco
Crhronicle! carried an article anrouncing that Ivan Cox,
deposed Secretary-Treasurer of the T.L.A., filed a $5,100,000
damage suit in local superior court on December 9, 1937,
agzinst a long list of defendants, charging conspiracy. With
regard to the movie industry, Cox charsed that defendant
mareh had used his film salary "by guile and perversion of
friendshin" to interest his friends in Communistic principals.
He listed as Communists among others, James Cagney, Franchot

Tone, 'ary Astor znd Jean Muir.

Source as stated.
%%37559—2128

o ¢
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The case of Ivan Francis Cox vs. the Thirteenth District of the
Commmist Party was filed in Superior Court in San Francisco, Califcrnia, .
on December 8, 1937. The plaintiff, Cax, on page twenty of his complaint

for canspiracy informed tha
and a group of individuals

t he believed that the defendani, Frederic March,
including James Cagney, had all collected and

contributed large sums of money for the purpose of making the official
Communist Party newspaper "The Western Worker" into a daily paper as of
January 1, 1938. He further informed that the raising of these sums LR E: ]

by various devices and arti
to an attorney by the name

fices, including the payment of sums of money
of lawrence Beilensen with offices at 112k

Title Guaranty Building, Los Anceles, California, who in turn diverts such
sums into Comrunist Party channels for the general use of the said

Communist Party.®

——— eq(/

Records of the Circuit Clerk's Office

' City Hall, San Franclsco
San Francisco rpt. dat
Enty

Securiti Matter—C"

S1 61-7559-2133X14
(“C()\u)' Sundey Visitor®, 1/ 9/28)
8
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COHTRENTIAL

The Bureau received the following letter from
dated Marcn 30, 1938 at Hollywood,

alifornia: "Dear lr. Hoover: While a great deal of—
outbresk is bunk, nevertheless the Red charzge 1is serious.

Cagney has been charged with contributing to Cormmunistic
causes twice and March once. Nelther has sublically denied
these accusations." -

el

1 ‘Source as given.

| —

It should be ncted tha 23 declared thet
he was communicating with the Director to demand an

investigation of "Reds cnd Communists"” among the screen's
keadlirers.

B et AT S Chl
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The name of James Cagney appeared on a list of
actors contributing to Loyalist Spain. The list was dated

August 3, 1938.

Source unknown.

61-7561-227
(3)
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Edward F. Sullivan, Special Investigator for the Dies Congressional

Committee, advised about August 18, 1938, tt

hat James Cagney and other film

stars had comtributed to the North American Conmittee to Aid Spanish Democracy

during a drive by the Sparnish Goverment to

e et cyra e aun e

g vy — R e Ty et et

raise money for medical facilities.

New York Journal American, 8/18/38
61~7582~93
(4)
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The Algust 23, 14¥s8, issue of tne "iasrington Horald" car-
ried an article stabing tazt six of the brightest stars in Hollywocd
wsere namec on ine previsus day berore the houss Coimittee investisate
irg Un-Americzin sctivities as tre untitbing cu.es of Comrunists spread-
ing subversive ;rocaganda Lor tie overtirow of aemocracy.

Tie six, nimed by Doctor Jo. 2 B. aatiiess, rormer Jommunist
#fellow trwv.ler" were: .Clirk Gable, Robert Teylor, Jai.es Cagney,
viriam Hockins, Bette Lavis and Zhirley T-mple.

Accoraing e tne articie, sattrhews gaid "No one I nope, is
oing to clals tnst anyone oI t-zse persons in particulsr is & Com—
unist. The untortunate ract, rcwever, rorains that raet of them un-
wittingly serve, «1lbsit in edlight vay, the curposes of tie Communist
Perty. Tneir rnesaes adve derinite ;roiraganca value wnich tae Party
1z  uick to =x;loit."

€

The $ixX .iovis stars wers nac:a by Fuilawws to substantiate
is coniention taat tne Cosrunist FaoTy veliec 1eavily upon tne cere-
cusness or indifference ot tacusands of prorinent ¢ciiizens in lend-

ing treir names for proLa;snca surposSss.

Sourcé as given.
61-758<~11%<
(4)
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Tn Sa2nten ber, 1932, the San Francisco 0ffic
recaived information 0 the a;fect that James Cagney had
baen naying $lCO a “Vnt for dues (Communist Party) with
=n assessnent of ILCO every fOﬁr months. It was stated
Tzt the con briyut on was made irn sueh a way that oy the
time a check or the roney reacred the rarty, it would be
difficult to loczte the origin.

EERE— ¢~

an rran. letter to the

Director fated S2pt. 10, 1938,
s"Subversive Acktivitiss,

1werel, "
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The December 31, 1933 issue of upeople's World" carried pictures of
Robert Momtgomery, Virgiria Bruce, Yelvyn Douglas, Miriam Hopkins, James Cagney,
nale Somdergaard, Lulise Rairer, Eddie Cartor, Gloria Stuart, and Sylvia Sydrey.
The article beneath these pictures is uoted as follows: npjictured above are
tan of the score or more of Hollywood highlights who greatly aiczad the cause of
srogress durin; the last year, thus proving that they have brains as well as
beauty, social consclousness along with sex appeal. 1ost oubstanding was elvyn
Douglas who associated nimself with every campaign %o aid democracy ard fight
Tascisme. These stars recogrized that urionization is the greatest protecuion
workers can have, even such high salary workers as they are. Consequently,
mapy of ther have worked tirelessly in strengtleding the powerful Screen Actors
¢uild. They have also shown their sympathy publicly and often for Loyalist
Spain ard have gererously contributed money and talent for her aid. They have
worked to impose the boycott on Japanese ;oods, ard have been pronirent in
anti-razi activities. Mamwy of tnen belong to the lotion Picture Democratic
oammittee which played an imporstant part in the victorious ele:t
lons antrenched reaction in california. On the day vefors Christmas these stars
and others cave a widely publicized party rfor the mi:rant agriculbural workers
a% Shafter--publicized not to enchance thelir own
of the nation to this porition of the j11-housed, ill~clothed, and ill-fed.

"In 1938 the film industry reached a new low in the production of
irept,

by the work of these screen personalities who had the courage to join in the
fight against all that big money and monopolistic interests stand for®,

Source as given:
61-7561=-254%20
(5)
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dull and wortnless pictures tut the honor of Hollywood was creatly advarced
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In Chaoter 24 of the 2oox, "The Red Jecade", the iuthor, zugene
Lvyons, staited that Herdert 3ibzraan wis crelitad with btha lesd role in the
waition of a new Declarition of Indepmendence in 1938. The autnor describes
this declarition x5 follows: #The Declaration cilled for nothing lass thun
the immediite breich of all sconomic relaizions with Gerainy. Naarly all

Yaliywood clamored for the nonor of signing, for ths nost pirt neither «nswing
qor cirinz tpat it w:s b boitom another Jomnunist fund raising ani propasania
stunt., "fniuckiiv oaiy 50 hid sign:t tnz orizinal docurment in 1776, wherefore
a0 .0.2 colli endorss the new ona.? The sutaor than listed the2 niias ol e
nersons sizning tne Jecl.r.tion. Included on this 1ist was tne niae of

Jinss Zazney.
source is given
los sngeles letfer to the Jirsclor
ted Jecg, ool :

/,.\

\ &y

Psessy - - AT ¢ e A e g S RN - B e R e R

g1

PPEEEN
[

L rrm A

L e sen g Aepam at




L

; g
s Ak

R

In the "liinneapolis Tribune! of January 1, 1939 there appeired
I y 4, Pr

opicture of tha "HEollysood Conmittee of 56", comnosed of picture stars,
roducers, and directors. The nurpose of this comnittes was to s3nd to
resicent Roosevelt and Congress a petition siensd by 2,000,000 american
citizens s2:king 31 severince of econozic relitions with Xazi Germarg.
James C::ney wis pictured as a mexber of this comnitiee.

rgng L

to,




The 5th Congress for Peaca and Democracy was held
from Januery 5 to January 2, 1939, at Washington, D.C. 4
reprasentative of the "Holly'ood Conm ttee of r~'<’3” descrined
t> the Congrass how 56 fil: stars, actors and nroducers had
crawm un this patition, addressed to ihe President of tile
Tnited Stetes, calling uson him to placs an embargo on all
Jerman nade zoods untill such time as Hitler would ceass Ris :
s373s n azzinst smaller nztions znd zgeinct the sezce of

Tnelundaed azmong the signers of this setition was
canes Cagners

o
N AT . o, T A
Hh.a__[_.-l_" -eC"‘"l" Jall. l'\J’ 19397
L= ,-,—ar'c\ qr-’-\/x(-r\
'4"]:,-//'/4 oS e -
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On June 17, 194C,
Santa honica, California, subnitted to the Los ingeles
Office a list of 1k ner:ong r°Dorted to have nade un-
Anericen statementsz. The name of James Cagney a»pearad
on this list.

Zource as given.

Los An¢=les letter to iT. Till

dated culy 18, 19k0, a cooy

o- which was qun~s;ed to the
Tureau.

ol 7750.992]

(&)

The file doss not furnisi
w1ta regard to the un-american state "edts allegedly ncde
by the 1t individuals. The Los ingeles letier mercly
aclnowledges receipt of the letter of June 17, 1940.

[

P et 't Jate

L any further infornztion
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The Auzust 22, 1940, iscue of the "Washington
Times Herzlda" carried the colunn entitled "Little O1d Ilew
Yerk" by Ed Sulliven. In his column Sulliwvan vrinted an
intervwiew -sith James Cacgney concerning the charze that
Cacney was a Cowrunist. In the interview Cagney told
Sullivan that he had never teen a Cormunist, a Ilazi sym=-
nathizer or a Fascist sympathizer. e described hinself
2s a liberal Demccrat and said that he was planning on
votin~ for President Roosevelt. Concerning the charges
rmade acainst hin, Cazgney szid that they resulted fron
a donaticn that he made to 2id the wives and children of
the nen +ho were on strike in the San Joaquin Valley.
Ye said that it was char-ed that he gave the rioney because
he was a Corsunist., The interview tocl nlace in :leww Zork
City =nd Corney stated that he was Ilring to San Trancisce
- ~

c2 Chzirman Dies.
Source as Iiven.

100-119-4
(11)
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Suron Fitts, District .ttorney o

raunty, btrosht a former Comm nist organiz
0Nt "y - s NP,
Ios Sngalag County Srord JTupsr s tocoy .
o Fad > vy .
L2 £ meotion nic
o .

Cz : h,
Ca

T 2

rigina® <2UT )
- =1, TS - L .
Los anczeles letter to thiz Dirsciil
datzd Sent. 3

L

100-119-
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/lO Sy i osc reliability was unknown,
e fcrvarced a2 letier to the Bureau datec September 16, 1940, whercin
he comrented that he had at a vrevious time commerted on Renresen-~
ative Lies! charges against James Cagney. He stated he was think-
mg of a few years grevicus vhen in 163 was vorkiny as
in Cslifornia and wr. Cagney gave a few Collars to
nelp unfortunate people like himsei_ .  He pointed -ut that C.gney
gz . result of this monetary conbtribution had been lahelec a 2ed.
also i‘or"arg“cd a letter %o the Bureau c:.ted (eptomber
14, 1949, hich va. of s lefter he had sent to Honorable
Zohert I_a?o*lett, Unlbx,a Slates Senate, herein he wointed Ou.t
substentially the =zsme as fi:nticned aoove.

~etter rron SN
e
WL

~irector dated 9-16-40
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/7C> Tn August of 1942,

an Lgent 1in

ing to heve a
I, She said
t

war &

iTew Yorlt City, adviced that ste
nicture nade quvd onn the activities ol

-h ¢
§‘-\ [T
e

2

that the —~roceeds from this piecture would ze to Army and

avy Telief. czid trat “e sent on the Vest

Coast, wwanted Janmes Cagn to play the leadlng
[ 3 : OOVGI’ .

role in this —icture and take the phrt of ir

Intervicy o_
vork Agents

conductsd by

on Augzust 9, 19#2

Yew York latter to the Dirsctor
deted August 7 1042, Re

Sv s wemrvar e ve v s g g - T %
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EMTIAL

The September 29, 1942 issue of the "¥ashington Times Herald®
anncmced that on September 28, 1942 James Cagney took office as President
of the "Screen Actors (uild", succeeding Edward Arnold.

Source as given,
100-157201-1
(1)
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On Novembar 16, 1542, the iLos angeles Office a’vised that Kenneth
Thompson, former exacutive secretary of the 3crsan aclors Guild in Holl;-wocd,
had recently gone from los mocles, Califomnii to Lashinston, 2. Z. with
James Cigney. apparently the tris wis to confar with officiils of the ..r
activitiass 3oard rslative b

o furrishing entsrtaiincent to the anay.

Urizinal source not shown
os angzles letter to ths Director
i Yov. 16, 1942,

datention®
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The December 1542, issue of "Current Biography"

furnished the fcllowing informeation concerning James Cagney:

HZe was born in ilew York City on July 17, 1904,
the scn of James Cegney end C:rolyn lieclson Cagney. His fﬂtner
o & sal 8% Sireet and Lvenue D, a neighbvorhood

ownsd & salocn at <t

P =
wwul ol
that was xnovn to tolicelen s the gorilla jungle.

Te went to zreammer school cnd zfter being grzduated

ed Ltuyvesant ulgﬂ Schocl., ZTuring the next four years
hie had tle f‘ollo"L‘c do”s' Cffice boy for tie "lew Yorli Sun",
o)

tundle wrarrer at Vansmeiters, nagze boy at the "Friars" in
Lew York City and custcdian of the Webster Branch of the lNew
Yorik Fublic Library.

Deceming en artist, he entsred Columbtia
9% redi revarsss forccd hiim to lesve hiz leolnd
irownd 7 money snd cinose tne stzge. He becane
a ehorus t ne musiczl comedy "Pitter Patter". He
continued as norus toy for 22 weeks. When the cshow closed
he went into a vaudeville sliztch :lajlng a part in Jewish
dizlect. u’Plua the next scven years he toured zll of tue
cark towns in the East, He retUrncd to the legitimate stege
in 1925, but a short time later wvent back to vavdeville. in
1929 he and Joan Zlondell went with Warner Brothers.

Occasionally accused cf Communist activities because
of a tendsncy to help ti.ose more unfortunate than hlﬂeelf,
Jinny cquclcked tnese runors thoroug hly and offigially wh
ke appeared before the Dies Comr ittee in 1940, iourlnc 1n
Mgssachusetts when the cherges cf subversive activity came up
Jimmy ~nen to Washington to defend himself. The charges
seemsd to be rrimari ly the result of his heving dcnated an .
zmbulance to the Abraham Lincoln Brigade, fighting for the
Loyelists in the Spanish Civil War, ard his frequent
contributions to the relief of starving cotton pickers when
they weresirlulrg. e elflalued it all by his impulsiveness
in respondlng to rensuests for azid. Dies cleared him with the

tro:nceﬂant that in his opinion Mr. Cagney was not and never
hed heen sympathetic with the Comrunist movement but had let
hls rems be used oy Communist front organizations.
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as being 5 fecet 9 inches tall,
He was married to rrances Vernon, a
ional adétress vwho gave up aCtlng after her
,_ster Jean is a starlet with Paramount Pictures
ns; and Williem, his brother is

ce as stated.
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Jaimes Cagney was elected prssident of the "Screen actors Gaild®
for 1944. He was also prasident eof this orsiniz:tion in 1943,

Confidential Infornint

i 1os inzeles rpt. dited reb. 12, 194k,
2a: #Communist Infiltrition of tne
i'otion Picture Industry; Internal
3ecurity-C"

100-138754-24
(3)
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CON

] A Wiriters Congress" was held from VYctoher L to Octoter 3, 1943
* on the campus of the Un'v:rsitv of Cali;ornix,:Los angeles under the joint
~ausplicss of the Hollywood Tiriters Eobilivation and UCua. The opening session
was held on October 1, 1743 at Rorce Hall, University of Californii. Grsetings
wiere received from g%}cs Cagner, rresi ent of the Scresn actors Guild, who
wis on the stize, TAe Uonzress drew ch:rgss. fron Cilifornia Lagislative

Fact Finding Con “ittee of ,oug‘nlqt instigation ind control.

Criginil source not shon

Los ani;elcs r’)t. d.ut:'Jn Ov.l. 25, 1.9!;3,
Res "Laigue of americun liriters;

_ A : Internal Security-C%

) . 100-7322-57

(3)

| {TIAL

e P it




4-750 (Rev. 4-17-85)

g

‘@ @

XXXXXX
XXXXXX

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET

Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where
indicated, explain this deletion.

@/Deleted under exemption(s) B / - B 70 '5‘7,%’ with no segregable

] For your information:

material available for release to you.
Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request.

Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only.

Documents originated with another Government agency(ies). These documents were referred to that

agency(ies) for review and direct response to you.

Pages contain information furnished by another Government agency(ies). You will be advised by the FBI as
to the releasability of this information following our consultation with the other agency(ies).

Page(s) withheld for ine following reason(s):

(E/The following numﬁ is to be used for reference regarding these pages:

XXXXXX
XXXXXX
XXXXXX

-4/
[ At

KXXXXKKXKXKKKKKKKKK

X DELETED PAGE®S) §

X NO DUPLICATION FEE ¥

X  FOR THIS PAGE

X
XXXXXXAXXXXXXXXKXKXX

" #ei/DOY



The Zurea ' e L
- =t v ‘t.r 1_ ","v L) 'IC 1 " \‘--e
Secember 10, 1913, a au vork City. In this _“ter R
writer 'eﬂcrLbcd T&Mec Caznay as rublic eneny rurter 1. '“e
i P - i 1 ad
statzd that Cagney vwas 2ducated in conlleze and was *the ing
AE e "*’"“""‘“ mhe -rriter cstzted ,nat Cainey hides in
~f tlhe mdol i hides
the theaters ¢ t’:.s-.t noc one "culd suspcet h*_:“.z ard Ttu.c.b‘ﬂe
e g £ in +the art of male-ug ard ¢iszuise, He de-
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