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verious members of the crew informed Ecknmer that the passenger,
Joseph Spach, had two dogs that were maintained in the freight
room, which is located aft, directly below gas cell mumber 6.
Further, that this passenger was allowed to go back and tend to
these dogs at frequent intervals, either to feed them, water them,
or merely to pet them, end on various of these trips he was not
accompanied by & member of the crew. Ecknmer also related to
Rosendahl that one of the stewards, who has since returned to
Germany, mentioned the fact that Joseph Spach appeared to him to

be unsympathetic to the airship travel and impressed him as being

a peculisr type of passenger; also that this individuel remained
aloof from the other passengers and was not at all responsive to
the explanations of the crew regarding the veriocus technicelities
of the airship itself. Commander Rosendahl stated that the ouly
information he had on Joseph Spach there st Lakehurst was to the
effect that he was supposedly & United States citiren, using an
American passport mnd that he hed been treated at the Fitkin
Nemorial Hospital at Asbury fark, New Jersey immedietely after

the aocident; that he had been discharged shortly thereafter and
had left, &s his forwerding eddress, Douglastop, Long Island,

New York, For further information concerning the present where-
atouts of Joseph Spach, it is believed by Rosendeahl that this would
be in the possession of Kr. Rauber, who is & German citizen affiliated
with the Famburg-Americean Steamship, Line in New York City, which is
one of the passenger ggents for thelAmerican Zeppelin Transport
Company, which is the]American Zeppelin Agency for the fGernan
Zeppelin Transport Company. Commander Rosendahl steted that he

had telked it over with the Board of Inquiry, which is headed by
South Trimble of the Department of Commerce, and it had been de-
cided that Commander Rosendahl wes to get in touch with me at the
Newark Field Division end request that an investigation be made of
Joseph Spach to ascertein his background, as well as & little per-
sonal history concerning his recent trip from Germany to the United
States aboard the dirigible Eindenburg.

I wes also informed by Commander Rosendahl that Joseph
Spach is supposed to be an acrobat by profession and in connection
therewith Kosendahl stated that it would take a fairly active man
to climb the rigging separating gas cells L; and 5 in order to gain
access to the gas shaft thatseparates these two chambers from the
axial girder to the top keel, It is the opinion of Commander
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Rosendahl, as well as certain members of the Board of Inquiry,

that it was entirely possible that Joseph Spach might have placed
either an inflammable substance in the gas shaft in close proximity
with the maneuvering valve, or placed a timing device which would
heve ignited the mixture existing in the gas shaft at the time that
the gas is valved off for landing purposes.

Upon receiving this information, I telephonically
commmiecated with Mr. Foxworth, of the Bureau, and related to him
the above information. In connection therewith, Mr, Foxworth stated
that he would confer with the Director in connection with the instant
matter and would commnicate with me telephonically as to what pro=-
cedure should be followed in connection therewith,

Shortly after 3:30 p. me, Daylight Saving Time, I agsin
had telephonic contact with My, Foxworth, of the Bureau, at which
tims he informed that it was the opinion of the Bureau that the
investigation requested by the Board of Inguiry, through Commander
Rosendahl, should be conducted and that action should be taken to
obtain the necessary information that would reveal the background
of the passenger Joseph Spach. Also, at this time, it was brought
to the attention of Mr, Foxworth that I had further conference with
Commander Rosendahl, at which time he had informed me that he had
talked with Ceptain Erns#f Iehmann, shortly after the accident, at the
hospital in lakewood, New Jeysey, and at this time lehmann had in-
formed him that he and Antoqfnittemann had received a warning. The
particulers of this warning were not,divulged to Commender Rosendahl
by either Captain Lehmann or Captain( Wittemann, but they had indicated
that they had received a warning that something was going to happen
in the stern of the Hindenburg on her initial trip to the United
States in the Spring of this year. According to Commander Rosendahl,
evidently both Ceptain Wittemann and Caeptain Lehmann, (who is now de-
ceased) had confided this information concerning the warning to the
appropriate representatives of the German Ambassador in the United
Stetes. Commander Rosendahl also stated that lLelmann had made &
definite statemsnt to the effect that he was of the opinion that
an "infernal mechine™ had been the cause of the accident and that
the accident would have heppened, no matter whether they had utilized
helium gas or hydrogen gas in the super structure of the Hindenburg,
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Commander Rosendahl at this time suggested that it might be a good
idea for a representative of the Bureau to interview Captain
Wittemenn, as he has been given to understand that all of the members
of the German crew would be ready and willing to cooperate with the
appropriate authorities of the Unlted States in connection with the
sabotage theory.

Regarding the suggestion that cgptain Wittemann be inter-
viewed by & representative of the Bureau, Mr. Foxworth stated that
no action should be teken in cornection therewith until further ade
vice wes received by me from the Bureau.

Special Agent Malone and myself again conferred with
Commander Rosendahl at lakehurst at 5 p. m. on May 19, 1937, at
which time Commander Rogendahl stated that & further discovery
hed been mede that would help support the sabotage theory.

As has been related to the Bureau, in conmection with
the instant case, irn the commnicetion dated May 11, 1937, forwarded
by Inspector E, Y. Comnnelley, the authorities at Lakehurst had been
in commnication with the Bomb Squaed of the Mew York Folice Depart-
ment. For the ixformstion of the Bureau, Detective licCarthy of the
New York Bomb Squed, has been at lekehurst end has conducted some
investigation of the ruins of the dirigible Hindenburg. TDetective
LoCarthy hes previously informed that the results of his examination
were negetive and that the only thing he was able to ascertaln was
evidence of & severe explosion in the after part of the ship.
Naturally, the type of explosion that had occurred in the stern of
the ship was not kmown ard it is true thet such an explosion could
have been caused by the igniting of the hydrogen gas after it had
been mixed with the proper amount of air.

ned bv Commender Rosendshl

A Wy UVideL i S w SMimald

- in
red to do with the findlng of a foreign aubstanoe present on thse
valve head of one of the valves, either in gas oell mupber ) or 53
thet this valve head had been located by Doctor ludwig{Tuer, who is
Chief Construction Engineer of the Germen Zeppelin Transport Company.
It is Rosendahl's belief that this foreign substance appearing on
thic valve head is sulphur, due to the yellow color. This valve
heed was shown to Agent Valone and myself by Commander Rosendehl,
and there is evident thereon a substance, yellow in color, ard in
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e feirly large quantity. Commender Rosendahl stated that 1t is the
intention of the Board of Inquiry to have & chemical expert test
this substance appearing on this valve head in order to definitely
ascertain whether or not it is sulphur or other like substance.

It will be recalled that the suggestion previously had
been made to Commander Fosendahl by Inspector Ee J. Connelley that
it might be well for officiels at lakehurst to have an expert from
the Bureeu of Standards come to Lakehurst and examine the ruins of
the dirigible in an effort to ascertain if any foreign substance were
present end if so, the nature of the substance. Commander Rosendehl
stated that & chemical expert was proceeding to lekshurst some time
during Mey 20, 1937 to conduct an exsmination of the foreign sub-
stance found by Doctor Duer on the valve head. It was not made
clear, at this time by Commander Rosendahl, whether this expert was
proceeding from Washington, D. C. and was & employee of the Govern-
rent, or whether he was an employee of the New York Police Departi-
ment who was being obtained by Detective MeCarthy. Commander Eosen-
dahl steted thet the findipg of the foreign substance on the valve
head was & matter of the utmost of confidence and that he did not
wish it to be kmovm that he had allowed the Agents to view this piece
of evidence. In view of this fact, no further suggestions were made
to Commander Rosendahl ty Agent lelone and myself. Rosendahl etated
that it is Doctor Duer's opinion that the substence eppearing on the
valve head is undoubtedly sulphur and if this is true, it would then
further lend credence to the fact thaet the cause of the accident
might have been sebotage, as in Doctor Duer's opinion, there was no
sulphur substarce in the ship, end further that there was no substance
that was yellow in color on board the ship.

For the informetion of the Bureau, at this time it is not
knovm whether the information concerning the passenger Joseph Spach
has been put in possession of the New York Police Department, nor
whether it is the general knowledge of the sub-committee that is
assistirg the Board of Inguiry, of which Colonel fartney is a
mermber. It will be recalled that Colonel fartney is & representa-
tive of the Copelend Investigating Committee at lekehurst and, es
such, has been appointed as a member of the subecormittee which is
supposed to function as techmical adviscrs to the Board of Inguiry.
It is known, however, thet the fect that this foreign substance has
been found or one of the valve heads has been put in possession of
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the New York Police Department and the New York Police Department
has displayed & great deel of secret aotivity during the instant
date at lekehurst, especielly requesting private conferences with
the various paval personnel at lakehurst in the presence of Agent
Malone and myself.

For the Bureau's information, the investigation con-
cerning the ascertaining of the general background of the passenger
Joseph Spach 1s going forward and the Bureau will be kept advised
es to developments thereof.

At the conclusion of the interview with Commander Rosen-
dahl on the instant date, he informed that both he and his wife
had received confidentiel informetion from Mrs, Lehmann, wife of
the decemsed Captein lehmenn, to the effect that lehmann's life
had freguently been threatened, as well as the destruction of the
Gerran Zeppelin Transport Company. Commander Rosendahl informed,
in comnection with this, that he did not feel he should divulge
the informetion he had received from Mrs. Lehmanr unless it was
absolutely necessary, due to the fact that for him te do so would
be to violate a confidence.

For the Bureau's information there is being transmitted
herewith copies of & memorandum, dictated for the attention of
Inspector E. J. Connelley, bty myself, dated May 16, 1937 and
¥ay 17, 1537, as well as & memorendum for the file which wes sub-
mitted by Inspector E. J. Connelley under dete of May 18, 1937,

Very truly yours,

Qe

. 8.
¥. Se DEVEREATX,
Special Agent in Cherge.
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MEMCRANDUM FOR INSPECTOR E. J. CONNELLEY

Mey 16, 1937

RE: HINDENBURG AIRSHIP CATASTROPHE.

This 18 to record the fact that on Mey 11, 1837, I pro-
ceeded to Lakehurst, New Jersey, and contacted South Trimble, of the
Boerd of Inquiry representing the Department of Commerce, as well as
Commander Rosendahl, of the U. S. Navy. Neither of these individueals
had anything on their mind insofar as this Bureau is concerned, &nd no
comment was made regarding the investigation being conducted of the catas-
trophe. :

On Mey 12, 1937, I proceeded to Lakehurst, New Jersey, in
company with Special Agent in Charge R. E. Vetterli. At approximately
11;00 a.m., we were approached by Colonel Hertney, investigator for the
copeland Committee, and Hartney displayed a telegram which he had received
from Roger Williemson in Weshington. Telegram requested that he, Hartney,
ascertain from Vetterli whether or not casts were made of the tracks in
the middle of the roed on the western side of the reservation, and whether
or not they were traced from the fence on the western side of the reser-
vation to the marsh, eto., end suggesting that if thie had not been done,
that it should be done immediately. Hartney also stated that he had
information from Commander Rosendahl that threw an entirely new light
on the accident, but that this information was confidential, and that it
had to do with the wife of a laborer who resides in the house located near
the old abandoned mooring mest. No comment was made to Hartney on this
occasion, other than the fact that we, as representatives of the Bursau,
were merely observing at this time.

Also, on May 12, conversation was hed with South Trimble,
and he expressed the thought that he would appreciete the cocoperaticn of
the Bureau insofar as having Agents of the Bureau interview the passengers
who were on board the ill-fated Hindenburg on May 6, and also take care
of any investigetive motivity growing out from these interviews. Mr.
Trimble was informed that this request would be conveyed to you and that
we would notify him ms to the Bureau's reaction as soon as possible.
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On May 13, we saw South Trimble at 10:%0 a.m., and
informed him that the Buresu was desirous of ecooperating in every
way possible in matters that would be of mutual interest, and that -
there coculd be made available for the investigation suggested by
him two Agents, and that we would be glad to have these two Agents
work in cocperation with representativea of the Department of Commerce.
Trimble stated that after cheocking the situation, he found that there
were only four interviews left to be mede and that the inspectors of
the Department of Commerce could teke ocare of this situstion. He stated
he would let us know later in the day if any further assistance from the
Bureau was needed,

Cn Maey 12, at 2:00 p.m., Mr, Trimble etated to Vetterli
and myself that an examination of the wreckage had disclosed a broken
propeller in the middle of the ruine and thet it indicated that this
propeller blade could have been thrown from the propeller shaft of
one of the motors imto the superstructure of the ship end that this
could have caused the accident., He stated that they were contemplating
having the appropriate tests made of this propeller blade, in order to
ascertain if this theory coculd be verified.

He also said that he had witnesses that would testify
that there was & hole in the gide of the Bindenburg before approaching
the mooring mast, eto.

On May 12, there were turned over to me by Colonel Hartney,

three letters that he requested to be ghown to yvou. He stated that he
had shown the one letter signed by to General Von Boet-
tinger, who ies representing the ger sgador, Hans Luther, et the

hearing, and thet the General became quite excited and told him, Hartney,
thet that was the right type of investigetion to be made and that there
was undcubtedly sabotage connected with the accident. Copies of these
letters are attached hereto.

On May 14, 1937, the hearing at Lakehurst was attended
by me, accompanled by Special Agent Lee F. Malone, and on this oocasion,
I conversed with Colonel Hartney, et which time he gave me two more
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letters, the same being attached hereto, On this ocoassion, I diacreetly
copied these letters and returned the originals to him.

He stated that he was of the opinion greater efforts should
be made to conduct e thorough search of the field and further that he
had talked with Senator Copeland, the Senstor being of s similar opinionm,
and further, that the Seénatoer was quite put out because this had not as
yot been done. Hartney informed that he told the S, nator that the F.B.I.
was "working like the devil®™ on the cass. I immediately informed the
Colonel that our position in the matter was still that of observer, and
that if there was any request for activity on our part, it should be made
through the Boerd of Inquiry representing the Department of Commerce,
inasmich as they had full responsibility at the present time, and that
upon the receipt of such request, it would be given proper consideration.
Hartney informed that he understood perfestly, but that he thought he
had to tell the Senator somsthing.

At this time, he also seid that he was of the opinion that
an explosive bullet that would leave no tracer had been used in causing
the accident, and thaet it was probably through the utilizetion of a
ourved out lead bullet in which phosphorus hed been placed, and thet

as tne Du.L.LGF BFI'UUK. DI.I.U EJ.I'QUI' ln DHU BUPBI'HEI'UUUUI'U. the yuuuyuurun
would splatter on this metal and then with the sair mixing with the hy-
drogen, it would be touched off by the phosphorus, and the explosion would
ensue.

He also made mention of & spotlight bullet, which is
explosive in mature, that had besn tested by him on airplane fabric at
McCook Field inm Ohic, and that these tests taught him that an explosive

bullet ocould ignite & thing in the air immediately upon coming in contact
therewith.

He also stated that the Board of Inquiry did not sappear to be
terribly interested in the sabotage theory, and that they intended to
discount the same. No comment was made by me on this occasion.

on Mey 1§, 1937, at 11:15 a.m., I again conversed with
Colonel Hartney at Lakehurst, end was again accompanied by Special Agent
Malone, end at this time, I egain reiterated our position in the metter,
nemely, that we were merely observers, but thet we were perfectly willing

e
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to ocoperate in every wey possible, providing a formel request was
made by the Board., (oclonel Hartney on this oocasion informed me that
he understocd perfectly.

He alsc displayed to me another letter, s copy of which is
attached hereto, inasmuch as this letter was copied by me without the
knowledge of Colonel Hartneye

Respectfully submitted,

WSD: ML W S. DEVEREAUX, 7

Special Agent in Charge.
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Y May 11, 1937

P

Colonel Harold E. Bartney
U. 5+ Benate Bldgn
Washington, D. C.

Dear Colonel:

I em offering, what I believe, & logical resson for an in.
veostigation on &, perhaps, remote clue on what might be the cause of the
Hirndenburg explosion.

The Hindenburg has been coming te this country for years.
It was not extraordinary news. The day she arrived it was dark, dull
and rainy, and she hung up for a few hours to land, waiting until after
8ix o'clock, According to all the rules of human pature, most people
wishing to take pictures of the ship would have left for home.

With all this, this accident was photographed from every
angle. As & matter of fact, I heve never seen an event more profusely
photographed.

To me, it seems a possibility that e bunch of photographing
racketeers would frame an accident of this kind, as they would any other

Te o At frae T sirdormatand +had dha o, i o . .
OLE JOU IOT MODSYe. = UNGEeTSTANU TO&T TOd amount of BONSY taken in from

these photographs runs inte large sums,

I 2180 notice that some of the men who were notified to stay
off the ship were newspaper men. This may be caused by a distant friend-
ship for these men, by the fact those involved had an acquaintanceship
in the newspeper field,

I am offering this only as a lead 'whi h, 1 believe, is sup-
orted by good logic. I have no direct evidence for my conclusions.
pa to see you when you are in New York., I am at the
above address at all times.
Most oordially
- "
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(original letter written in ink in German)
4 .
Y

I was sorry to hear of the catastrophe. As I learned
by newspepers that Senator Copeland wants to investigate in
the case 1 wish to inform you that in oase the zeppelin fiew
over New York about four o'clock, the 6th (of May) at that
time ! was driving with some people. Three boys, sbout 9 - 10
years of age, sat at the window., There was a small aeroplane
connected with & rope with the airship and flying up to her
(or around). The 3 boys said what does the little want there.
They have seen it and I have seen it. We drive with the
elevated through Bronx Park on East Side. In oase the zeppelin
crossed that vicinity something waes tied on it, I am sure. The
small (plane) was over and onn?the airship). We oould see it
c¢learly as it was very low, I do not know the boys.

A Heartbroken

Envelope addressed and postmarked as follows:

[ 283

“"New York,HN. Y.

Sta. K
oy 7 8 - FM

1937

H. 8Sensator
Copeland.
(D= X. Ya)
(In pencil)
Wesh D.C.

Sigy-- "
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Benator Copeland,
Washington, D. €.

You should send for Sam Untermyer, Raddi Wise and the
balf jew, half wop Mayor la Guardia in your Hindenburg examination.
These men all favor baycotting Germany end are on record as saying they
even would prevent the boxer, Max Sclmelling, from fighting here ir
they oould do so. ,

The Hindenburg was fired at in lower New York-~I sew it
from a skysoraper window.Three shots came from e point close to the
elovated structure at Chambers Street and Greenwich as the airship
was heading toward the Battery after eircling Manhattan.

Some hireling of anti-narzis did this job and was pald
by the jews whom I have mentioned.Call them and ask about their
boyocott orgenization, the names of their agents, and you'll get
the murderer of those people on the Hindenburg.

And it wont be long now,Senator,before Americans stary
massacring kikes just &s other nations have dons.They are no good

sons of bitches and have been so for ages.
WAL .—(Sig't. typed)

Envelope addressed and postmarked as follows:

"HUD.TERM.ANNEX.N.Y.
MAY 7, 10,30 AM
1937
Senator Royal S.Copeland
U.S.Senate

Washin.gton,D.C.'

COPIES DESTROYED
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ol. Harold E. Barinsy,

Lakehurat, F, J.
Pear Sir,;

Fleagzes, fcr the sake of Christian humenity, do not allow yournelf
to become befuddled & oonfused, or frightened & intimidated by Jewish
arrogance & dominance in the attempts to side track the osuse of the
Hindenburg disaster. '

Jews, blg and influentlial in this Jewish-run Christian country
of ours, are determined to imitaete the investigators with every scheme
their cunning brains are cspeble of to concoot, & so camouflage the truth
with all kinds of phantastic theories, intended to throw you off your
feet. Jews are experts at deceit. Their Talmuid teasches them from child-
hood on the value of decsit egainst the gays (Christians) & the hate for
those Christians.

Everything in logic, common sense end physchology - from the S.
S. Bremen incident & the L& Guardia cass, to the intense hate for Germany
the threatened success of & good will through the Hindenburg points to
Jewish sabotage. But if one must have facts to be impressed, they are
there to; witnesses testified that the fire sterted thru a oomparatively
emall tongue of flame which suddenly burst out of the hull of the ship -
showing conclusively, & above & beyond all side-tracking issues of phan-
tastic Jewish theories, thet e flaming bullet (of which there mey bé &
hundred different simple devices) had been shot imto the hull. Pure and
Simpls, it was an aot of Jewish sabotage, inspired by Telmud - preached
hate.

(L,LH;’ Yours very respectfully
s -
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Typed note.

Colonel:s First paragraph mot pecessarily true; person might
have figured on ohcosing time when everyone was at one place on field,
and even guards would be looking toward ship; alsc, fanatic would be apt
to take pleasure in killing all in ship.

Second paraggraph very good. Search should certainly be mede
in aft of ship for some timing devioe. Perhaps you could suggest it to

Board.
L% /s/'( in penoil)

Pretty good letter, hay?

Atteached is plece of paper written in pencil es follows:

Send to Col. Hartmey Special Delivery.

Typed q’étjgh;;pjﬁicu_\

Suggest that this be turned over to Vetterli. “vt'“" J",%’}

Envelope addressed to:

Senator Royal S. Copeland,
Senate Chamber,
WRSh-, D. c.

Postmarked: N, Yo Ce - N. Y., Sta A
65-10-~-37 2 pM

Letter as follows;

The Disaster to the Hindenburg.- I do not believe - was caused
here - For this reason. It would have been much safer to have fired an
incendiary bullet - later in the night. because if the first cne missed -
they could repeat - until success - and it is reasoneble to suppose thet
the wrecking of the craft would be the only thing soughte If murder was
sought - it would have been tried minutes before - as nc one knew that
the end would be so sudden.

My theory is that, if it wes not en accident, - it was planned
before the ghip left Germany that is, & time device was installed then,
s0 timed that it would work after the ship was anchored - they figured
on & normal crossing which would have the ship enchored about three hours
earliert - But as she was late (as I understand the sohesdule) it was (the
Blast) in & sense, premature.

COPIES DESTROYED
30 0CT 21 1964
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The only thing to do is, to soreen every or. of ashes - if a
time device (probebly a small alarm clock - Eight day) is found, partic-
ularly in the rear third of the ship, then one may be sure that - it
was sebotaget If not, then I firmly believe, it was natural causes - beyond
‘our present knowledge. Anc all the investigations are so much -- waste timet

WY/

Written in pencil. "No addrees."

- E‘D
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(Written on the reverse side of this letter was the following:)

Eloise,

I am trying to find opt all info about such nuts. This
guy might sotually have done the dirty work, or some
other disgruntled inventor like him.

COPIES DESTROYED
30 ULt a1 1504 - 2 -
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c This letter was copied on May 15, 1837
0 while in the possession of Colonel Hartmey,
P et Lakehuret, New Jersey.
h 4

e

Honcreble Roysl Copeland,
U. 5. Senator,
Wesh.; Ds Co

Deer Senstor:

In case of the yesterday Zepplin disester st lLskehurst,
¥. J. as well as the disasters of ShenETdosh, Akron, ¥econ, may I inform you
that Zepplin competitions in Americe against my airship invention ere
now out Of my WaY.

- W CPRE S TTINEIET A R e —

I am the inventor of & resl American dirigible patented
1914 in Wash. but which was refused for adoption at the lighter than
air competibion in 1928 by the Gov't. experts in Wash. The result
of this refusel was that both edopted Zepplin immitations had &
short life. If you Honorsble, ere ep ardent furtherer of e real
& good Americen invention of originel oonstruction in that linme,
I hope you will reccommend it for oonstruction, such disasters eas
in the pest will néver happen in the future.

XY AT

i

[+

I will oonstruct an real American helium airship, better
& saftier than a Zepplin, iTwill cost 1easer ser money, useful for
war &8 well, &s commerce, and which will be constructed to land

on the water surface by means of pontoons.

i

Aweiting your kind reply om this subject

. Most respectfully,
4 Yours,

v -

(Typed on & card attached to the above letter was the
following:)

Col:

Thie digeruntled inventer goes 50 far ag to BAY EXXXXXXXL

et WMol LAt SLVEL WG

that since the Hindenburg dlsaster, "2eppelin competi-
ticns are mow cut of my way." We heve coples here; so
- Vetterli cen have this.

o T . o
COYIER e
~

. I P - & s = % _—‘
¢ U I N {signed im Penoll}'
' (ch all right)

P
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Mey 17, 1937,

MEMORANDUM FOR INSPECTOR E. J. CONNELLEY

On the morning of May 17, 1837, Specisl Agent lee F.
Malone and myself prooceeded to Lakehurst, New Jersey, to attend
the hearing regarding the Hindenburg dlisaster of May 6. We at-
tended the morning heering end in complicance with telephonioc
instructions received Brom Special Agent in Charge Vetterli, I
left with the Board of Inguiry the eddress and telephone number
of the Newark Field Divisionend informed them that other coumit-
merts necessitated my returning immediately to Newark, New Jersey,
and thet if there were eny developments in connection with the
investigation being conducted by the Departmant of Commeroce re-

______ b TTE A A € nn odn Lean v £ v - mamisld ha P s war

BH-I'UJ.JJ.S huﬂ n;uuvuutug U--Lﬁnbbﬂl. UIIULUJ.H DHU D\a‘l.l gaud COuU.lU 0P U1 aiiy
service, that if the Board would contact the Newark Field Divislon
and meke a request for any activity on the part of the Bureasu, that
this request would receive due consideration and that they were to
feel thet the Bureeu wished to cooperate in every prxotical manner.

I was informed by Major Schroeder and Mr. Mulligan, of
the Board, that thus far there was no indicetion of & wviclation
in which this Buresu would be interested, but that if anything
arose that they felt would be of interest to the Bureau or that
they felt the Bureau could be of assistance to the Board in com-
pleting their investigation, they would feel free to communicate
with this Fielc Division. They both informed me that they appre-
ciated very much our presence &t Lakehurst. Further, that they
had & great deal of confidence in the Bureau and that if there
was any indication of sebotege or the like they would probebly
want to oontect this division. I also left the address and tele-
phone number of this divisiorn with Captein Roeendahl, Commender of
the Revel pase at Lakehurst and gave him the seme explanstion that
I gave the Boerd of Inguiry. Rosendahl alsc atated that thus far
there was no evidence of ssboteze or of & criminal violation, but
that he certainly had appreciated the presence of representatives
of the Buresu at the Nevel Base and that he would eppreciste very
mich our contacting him periodically sc thet he eould keep us in-
formed as to any developments. No further comment was made by me
regarding the remerks of either the Board or Rosendahl.

e B INED
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Colonel Hertney wes not contected by me on the instant
date,

Agent Malone and myself arrived in Newark, New Jersey
at 1.20 P. M. and no further sction will be taken by this division
at Lekehurst until further instructions are received from the
Buresau.

Respectfully submitted,

W. S. DEVEREAUX,
W3D:RBT Speciel Agent 1in Charge.
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MEXYORARDUM FOR THE FILE
May 18, 1937.
RE: EINDENBURG

On May 11, 1537, in & telephone conversation with Mr.,
Tamm as to the requests previously made apparently by Roger
Williamson to Commander Rosendahl that a search be made of the
field where the Hindenburg fell which he, Williamson, suggested
that we should supervise, Mr, Tamm advised we should indicate to
Commander Rosendahl that we necessarily cannot act upon requests
for investigation by a Senatorial Committee inasmuch as this
would possibly place us in a« position to be oriticized, but that

should the committse investigating the disaster of the Hindenburg

or Mr. Rosendahl have some ideas for investigation, this might make
a difference as to what we would do in the situation inssmuch as
this would possibly place before us some situation coming within
our investigative jurisdiction, Reference is made to my previous
jndication that if a search were to be made, this could jJust es
well be made in any of the area over which the Hindenburg circled
for approximstely two hours before it made its landing at the
Naval Air Station. It was indicated, at that time, that we were

entirely friendly and agresable with both Commander Rosendahl and

¥r. Trimble of the Commerce Department Investigating Committee, dut,
however, they had made no request of us, as yet, for investigation.

On May 12, 1937, as a result of the request made by
Mr, Trimble to Agents Vettsrli and Devereaux, this information was
communicated to Mr, Temm at 6;11 p. m.; that Mr. Trimble indicated
that it would be desirable possibly for us to check, or to check in

cooperation with their Inspectors, the various passengers who arrived
on the Hindemburg in order to learn the names of any persons who were

LA WA LlAMUWLLL M K, dvdd WARA G 2 olil

at the field to meet them and thereafter interview these latter
persons for any of their observations while at the field.

on May 12, 1937, at 10:18 p. m., Mr. Tamm, in a telephone

conversation, advised thet the Director had instructed that it would -
e
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be desirable for us to cooperste in any way possible with Mr. Trimble;
that we should suggest to him that we would be agreeable to checking
the list of passengers as previously above-indicated; that, however,
this should be done in conjunction with the Inspectors of the Depart-
ment of Commerce; that we would be very glad to work with them in
handling this situation, however, it was suggested that we request
the Commerce Committee to obtain the list of passengers from the
Zeppelin Company and thereafter we would have two of our men work

with two of the Department of Cammerce Inspectors.

P I [ | z 10Z7 ! X - —-—re

Ou the followling day, May 13, ;73(, r. Trinble was ad-
vised in scoordance with the above situation and at this time he
advised Agents Vetterli and Devereaux that they had checked out most
of these pessengers and at this time they had none that they desired
us to check, but that they would call upon us for any assistance if
they desired it end they have not, as yet, suggested to us any inquiry,
although we have indicated to them that we were very desirous of
rendering any and all possible assistance to them and that we would
consider any request for investipgation they made and if same wus proper,
in accordance with what we should handle, we would be glad to imme-

diately make the necessary inquiry.

Inapector.

EJC 1ML
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- _ Federal Bureau of Fnvestigation
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ivwsey ...

Hnited States Beparfment of Iuatice

L DI, i

936 Reymond-Commerce Building
Newark, New Jersey

f 4 Director prLASSLITEY T
MHidieo Ll q A.. f'n
(1{71 Federal Bureau of Investigation CN 7T e¥ _ -
' Weshington, D. C.

o)
Re: DESTRUCTION AIRSEIP HINDENBURG
Dear Sir:

On May 20, 1937 at 6:00 P.M., Commender C. E. Rosendshl,
of the Naval Air Stetion at lakehurst, New Jersey, contacted Special
Agent in Charge Deveresux by telephone and edvised that a chemist
associeted with the Bureau of lines and Explosives who receives com=
pensetion from the Association of Railroads in the eastern part of
the United States, had made en examination of the gas valve which had
been located by Dr. Ludwig Duerf Chief Comstruction Engineer of the
German Zeppelin Trensport Company, and had determined that the foreign
substance present on the velve heed was not sulphur or any active acid.
The chemist advised Commander Rosendehl that to really determine what
composed the deposited substance, & deteiled, minute examination would
have to be made, and suggested that the examination be made by the

Bureau of Stendards at Wa.shi;%:é’onhgﬁnc. Iéa_\ - 6‘3—'/_?& - /?

Commender Bosendehl advised that (the committee was takding’
steps in the immediate future to have this suggésted exeTination pedeé! VN
by the Bureau of Standards at ¥eshington, D. Ca VaY DG ipa7P M,
} e e - .
)/ He further advised that the German ‘Commission ig now g
/I
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: the opinion that the deposit appearing upen the valve 14
'} sibly have originated from & fire extinguisher which wa

r‘ﬁ: ' the aft portion of the ship, and that it wms_eithgr e dyposit from

the burned rubber or the discharged fluid of t%e.y firgue uisher.

-t '
: For the assistance of the Buresu there is trensmitted
with this letter a photostetic copy of the disgrax of the Hindenburg
! which is marked 12-129, and a photostatic copy of the diagram of the
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Hindenburg showing the locatlon of the Hindenburg persomnel at the

time of the accident.

IFi:ce
EBC].S - (2)
70-15

The latter is marked M-105-115.

Very truly yours,

. 5
W. S. DEVERFAUX,
Special Agent irn Charge
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THIS cAsE oRIGINATED AT NEWARK FILE NO. 70-396
o ‘Iaahing’ton, TJ; G.’?' RS I - © 5-24=37 = -HH. ‘2, im BR '- o HPRIEB
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EYNOPSIS OF FACTE 3
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- REFERENCE: Letter from Newark Division dated Hay 2.1, 1937,
s, _— Ty
i ATL INFCRMATION c'\N:L%IDr@
H = INGTON D c I"w _..v...aN Il.) bthlJAww¢F
Yor the information and guidance of other divisions, 1n the
. event the office of origin should jnstruct investigstion thereby, the
‘seference letter indicsates that the Board of Inguiry of the Department
of Umerce, heeded by South 'I'rimble, J'r., throug}* Gamander C. :l.
At m“«.-r E » - 7 ) B "
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4 osendehl, U, §, Navy, reqested $his Bgresu ¥ sacertain the idena’
tiky end backgrdund of one Joseph Spaeh,gm‘pnsaéngef' board the aipe . -
- ship "Hindenbufg® on the fefsl trip endifg May 6, 19‘;5}, -at Lekenuraty © -
New Jeraay, W o * St SRS

< Sad e

The refarence letter further indicates that it hes deen ;= ™
determined that Joseph Spech hed mcocess to the aft portion of the .
airship to tend two dogs which he ownsd and which were confined in -
the sft freight room. JAs Spach had sccess $o the rear portion of . .-
the ship, some suspicion hes, thersiore, ptteched 1tself to Somehy o
23 st various ,timos\he was in the stern of the ahip nnaccompeniods
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!p-mx ;;-nl in am-p
lc-u'k, 3.;-..,.

Sm 16, 1937.

| It is desired that ﬁh ufmnuon be tpnaitttd
to Commsnder €, B, loundm lt hkohnrﬂ, Hew Jcr-q.
'ary Aruly yours, R
John mé.r Roover,
. Drectars -
. . . ) )
Taclosurs #1-10340. : ;- }
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This rm. ackmvlodze r-uipt ef
lettar dated May 21, 1937, regarding the li.ndmlnu
o feazter, snd I apreciste your u-itd.ng ue w:n- vim _ v
i eonoerning this mattier, 3 s k

-f - "‘ f
= '(‘ - 4
- -~ ,’ . i

'c’ ' . A . . .

John Edger Hoover,
: ) Pirectior, _ - RN
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956 R;ylond‘-{:amm Building
Ngwark, Bew Jereay
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Bpeoisl Agent in Charge . . 7 T S R

wn. De c.- . . . , . . '\ _‘-_:‘ ,u e o -
N Re: DESTRUCTION LIRSHIPO!INDSIBURG :

Dear Bir} T DR VL

Vs : the Poard of Inquiry of the Department of Commerce, °-

headed by South Trizble, through Commander Ce Es Rosendahl, Us.B M.,

has speoifically requested the Federal Bureau of stigation t8 . ,

ascertain the identity and background of ene JOSEP{SPACH, & pase~ °\ .

enger aboard the Alrship Rimdenburg on the fatal trip ending May &, -

1957 st lakehurst, Kew Jersey, g e e

—."

3 I+ has been determined that Joseph Spach bad access to
ths aft portion of the airship to tend two dogs which he owned and
which were confined in the aft freight room. As spach had soceas

te the rear portion of the ship, some suspicion has, thereforse, at-
gached itself to Spach, as at various times he wes in the stern of

the ship unsocompanied,

ted that thi

It iz reques

Ty - , -""-1'(.,_

s investigetion be sxpedited.

L \ : o . . s | . ~,
¥ ; Yoo '% : %
; R Yery truly yours,
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JOHN EDGAR HOOVER

DIREGCTOR ,
Federal Bureaa of Inuestigation
Mnited Btates Bepariment of FJustice
MWashinogton, B. .
PEF: DX May 24, 1937, .,
Time - 4355 P. M. /
2L MEMORANDUM FOR MR. T
Re:(] Hindenburg

! \/ | I called SAC Devereaux at the Newark Division and told him
that the Director had approved the conduct of the interview with
Captain Witismann, who $5 suppossd to have knowlsdge of the

warning allegedly received by officials of the Hindenburg.

Mr. Devereaux stated that since Dr. Eckener's testimony, the
attitude at the hearings hsd changed somewhat, Dr, Eckener having
testified he believed the accident was due to static electricity.
Mr. Devereaux stated thzt accordingly he felt he should talk to
Commander Rosendahl before conducting this interview, to be sure

~ that the Commander still desired it. I told him that was satisfactory.

Respectfully,

P. E. FOXWORTH.
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m ptateﬁ t‘xat acmrding to the Latsa%) preas d.ispatchei t.o-(
s of aluminum pmportediy fron tn urg-tad been btrought in
from some distance from the explosion. He believes this definitely points

;(‘ ‘ﬁ tomds sabotzge. He stated that the preas indlcated the officlals

gohxg to call in & metallurglst expert ai. he iz afraid that they -
“‘“ dlgzaslve the metz und Aherah® Sasgtrov 1%, He thinlky that he nizht bE

walva Ly WITSWLUY

material as.sis...ance in thj,,: uﬁt-'ad gbought he w:u.ld c&ll it to our

. _nttention. : . e :
:.,‘;r.. .. [ -\- ; \ v --..‘_'-o' < .,

4 I told m:hat we were not 1.1: the lnvestlgation mt the 1Jretsem‘l'. tile
- but he sta t he had written to Commander Rosenderf two days after the

accident and had offered his seryices but having not heard from Commander
Rosendorf, he thought it might be possible for us to comnunicate with the
Department of Comaerce concerning -his qualifitations. Ee referred to the
notlce to the effact that the New York Bomd Squed has Zeen called in on

the case znd he cguae hat &11 they usuall} do 1c to look &round for &
gas pipe., I tddﬁ thought he ought to get in touch directly witl
" the Department of Commerce but he insisted that he fell we =ight communicat
with someone in the Commerce Department concerning his quelifications in =
matter of this kind as he is perfectly willing to go to Lakehurst and offer
‘his services in the mtteﬁ. 4 £opy of this memorandum is being’ routad to
/‘r- Tamn, - N . j . -,’ 47 £ L-\'.
.\ . - - .. - _— o LA
,"(“_4_1 so stated he was forwarding to you a scientii’ic paper wb.lchha .
L. tize ago with respect to metals and explosives 8s be thought
this aight be of particular interest to the personnel in the c¢rize laboray
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Federal Burean of Investigation
Hnited States Depariment of Justice

9346 Reymond-Commerce Building,
Newark, New Jersey.

May 25, 1937.

Director,
Federal Bureau of Investigation,
Washington, D. C.
o
RE: AIRSHIP HINDENEURG;
GOVERNMENT RESERVATION MATTER.

Pear Sirs

Shortly after the Hindenburg disaster, Roger Willlamsom,
Clerk of the Investipgating Committee of the Senate Committee on
Air Commerce, headed by Senator Copeland, advised that there were
certain footprints leading on to the reservation at Lakehurst,
New Jersey, and Roger Williamson had come to the conclusion that
these footprints were made by some unkmown perty who entered the
resorvation, and according to a theory advanced by Rog;er williamson,
possibly fired an imcemdiary bullst imtoc the Hindsburg and thus
caused its disaster. Incidentally, there is nothing so far to
substantiate his ocontention or theory.

As a result of this report, on Sunday, May 9, 1937,
Specisl Agents in Charge W. S, Devereaux and R. E. Vetterli, at
Lakehurst, New Jersey, on the Government Reserwvation, photographed
footprints that were found and polnted out by Roger Williamson.
One small photograph togothor with approprieate descriptive data

affized thereto, and properly mmbered alphaustis-"y, togather

with two enlarged photographs of each plcture taken, are submitted
herewith to the Bureaus

ALL TrT CNITION CCNTATNED

rr\"ﬁ"v—\-—

- - —.-,. '._ ‘-'-—‘H-f-—t-\.r.‘_._; .
¥ ;,,,_.,__9, jt. ﬁ!ﬂﬂﬁg%
Portions of actual footprints found near
gate, within the reservation at Lakehurst,
New Jersey, approximately three feet from

+=ha "-nn-
Wi  AWiivw g

REOORDBD&IIP:X-ED ‘é)‘? 4?/?J 4

Lakehurst, New Jersey, mear felthYafi7gdBs/ 1 3y

actual photograph of one pf the ‘footpfints NIERIRh ]
: (Lf marked in white and shown-in photegraph "17 e
" )
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fourteen feet inside rosemtion at Lakehurst,
Vew Jersey.

-P-

Photograph of one of the actual footprints
shown in photograph "0". Indicates person
was apparently wearing either rubbers or

over-ghoes or arctics,

-Q =

Photograph of one of the actual footprints

shown in photograph "0%. Indicates person

wus epparently wearing elther rubbers or

over-shoes or arctios.

These footprints were found in an ares of within 1 inches
to a little over feet from the gate., No facilities were had

for making caste of these prints on Sunday, however, you will note
the photographe, in certain respects, are qulite clear.

3

In addition, on the following day, May 10, 1937, photo-
graphs were made by Speciel Agent 1in Charge R. E, Vetterli of the
road bordering the reservation at Lskehurst and the gate over which
the unknown parties climbed to permit their entrance into the res-

emtinﬁ The phﬂ-l-nﬂmn'ha .“'Hm"H-R are an fgllg!nc

-A-

Photograph of road and fence bordering
reservation at Lekehurst, New Jersey.
Reservation 1s on the right.

-B-

Contipuation of road and fence bordering
reservation at Lakehurst, New Jersey,
Reservation is on the left. Reflects seme
road shown in ™A", only ip opposite direction.
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Additional photograph of fence and road
bordering reservation at Lakehurst, New

Jersey as refleoted in photographs "A™ and

"p", Also reflects gate in center of ploture -
which permits entry to the reservation.

-D-

Portion of road and fence bordering reservation
at Lakehurst, New Jersey. Alac more definite
picture of gate which permits entry to the
reservetion as referred to in photograph “C"®,.

‘E-

Close-up view of gate referred to in phote-
graphs "C" and "Dp",

«F =

Photogreph of portion of gate mentioned in

"E", also oontains picture of Bureau oar on road
which leads from the center of the reservation
to the gate exit mentioned in photographs “c",
D" and "E™, In the distance are the mooring
wasts, one of which was to be used in mooring
the Hindenburg.

-G -

Bureau oar on reservetion road which leads
to gate exit referred to irn photographs “C",
"p" and g,

- g -

Photograph of portion of gate mentioned in
photographs "C", "D" and “E", also part of fence
over which unknown persons elimbed at this
peint.

-1 =
Photograph of portion of gate menticmed in
photographs "c", "D" and “E", also part of

fence over which unknown persons climbed at
this point,

-3
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Portion of fence over which unkpown persons
olimbed, at point shown, to permit their
entry to the reservation at Lakehurst, New
Jersey. The two white spots were placed
to show location of footprints after

climbing fence,
-K-

Photograph taken inside the reservation at
Laxehurst, New Jersey, reflecting portioen of
fence and location of footprints near fence,
which latter are reflected by the two white

- e Oomrn Pandrmnednds asws aharues 2w nhada
-EU vo e D Sy &Uv\ryl il BRIV DSl1WVWNL L rllvvv'-

graph "7,
. .

A different picture of the same footprints
referred to in photogrsphs "J" and "E".

On Mey 10, 1937, Speciel Agent in Charge Vetterli,
accompanied by Special Agent (A) W. D. Fay, endeavored to make
casts of the prints within the irmediste area of the gate, how-
over, a heavy rain had cccurred and despite efforts to preserve
them, they were in such a state that it was impossible to make
proper casts, however, the photographs tsken are c¢lear and show,

in detail, practically anything that a cast would show.

On ¥onday, Mey 10, 1937, accompanied by Special Agent
(A) Fay, there were located, about 1100 feet from the gate shown
in the photographs above, other footprints made by the same
parties and Exhibit ®R", attached hereto, 4s a life-size photo-
graph of a cast made of one of the footprints found ebout 1100
feet from the gate in question. Photograph is also attached of a

life-size picture of s heelprint, which was located and from which

a cast was made. They are described as follows:
- R =
This iz a life-size photograph of a plaster of
paris cast made of a footprint on the reservation

at Lakehuret, New Jersey, The footprint was found
about eleven hundred feet from the gate shown in

-5 -
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photographs *D", "E" and "F", and on the road
which leads from the gate referred to above to
the center of the reservation.

The cast was made on May 10, 1937 at Lakehurst,
¥ew Jerszey by Special Agent in Charge R. E.
Vetterli, amsisted by Special Agent (A) W. D.
Fay. ’

The ocast is being reteined at the Newnrk Division
office.

The cast indicates the persvn was wearing either
rubbers or arctics,

-s-

This is a life-size photograph of a plaster of
paris cast made of a heelprint on the reservation
at Lekehurst, New Jersey. The Heelprint wss found
about eleven hundred feet from the gate shown in
photographs "D", "E" and "F", and on the roed
which leads from the gate referred to above to
the center of the ressrmtion.

The cast was made on May 10, 1937 at lakehurst,
New Jersey, by Special Agent in Charge R. E,
Vetterli, assisted by Special Agent (i) W. D. Pey.

The cast is being retained at the Newark Division
Office,

Phe cast indiocates the person was wearing either
rubbers or arctics,

Two of each of the above photographs are being submitted
40 the Buresu. The measurements of the actual footprint can be
more accurately made by the Bureau from the life-gize photograph of
the oast,

On this same date, May 10, 1937, it was still ralning,
however, casts were made of four footprints and one heelprint, all
of which are being retained at the Newark Division Office for possible
future refsrence,



You will note from the photographs, particularly photo-
graph "R", that one of the individuals who entered the reservetion
was apparently wearing rubbers or galoshes and possibly the name
of the mgker of the rubber or gelosh can be brought cut by the
laboratory from further study of the photograph and, if necessary,
the cast will be furnished for this purpose in the event anything
definite develops towmrrant further investigation along this line.

The investigation outlined above was in mocordance with
instruotions received from Inspector E. J. Comnelley.

Yory truly yours,

REV:¥L
70-15
Eno.._ﬁ’Of
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

- UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

L8

Laboratory Report

Case: Re: Airship Hindenburg; Go¥ernment _ Number: €2-42180=24
Reservetion Matter,

Twoe large photographs and 1 small photograph of
Bpecimens: 62-48150-24 Lo each of the following:

Ql Portions of ectuel footprirnts found near
gate, within the reservetion at lakeburst,
Ne Jo, approxim=tely thres feet fram the
fence. Exhibit M,

- Q2 Actuel footprint incide reservetion at Lskehurst,

N, J., near fence and gate referred to in previous
photosrephses Is actuerl photogreph of ope of

Examination requested by: Newark (5/2%/37)

[l p‘,l\;}
: TICN €O
Date received: 522/ MT 5 p.m. avn, TNFGEM _ﬂi LeST T11ED CG""J )
. T R SR s c,'\)
Examination requested: Footprint LM’.;:._,__‘.!..--—'— \D’)(,
Result of examination: Examination by‘
SAtfLass the footprints merked in white and skowm in photocreph

"L." ZIxhibit N,
Photogreph of actual fTootprints epproximetely
fourteen feet insi de reservation et Lekehurst,
N. J. Exhidit O,
-~ Q4 Thotograph of one of the actual footprints shown
in phO‘tOf’IEph "0." Indjcetes rersan wis
rarent 1y wearing elther rubkers or over= /
shf s cr erctics, Exhibit Pe.
-~ Q5 Phetoprapk of cne of the actual footprints
ghowr 1o photeogreph "0." Ixdlicates person
wee apperently wearing either rubbers cor over-
shces or erctics, Exhibit Q.
g Q6 TFlotegrerh of roed and fence borderi.ng
) reserveticn at lakebwrst, No J. Reservatia

&

)
Ly R is o right. Exkibtit A,
v 7 Continusticn of road and fence bordering
5 recserveticn et lakehurst, N. J. Reservaticn

]
[ . oo i . I R
_‘3‘ L is on lels, Hellects same road shavn ln "A,"
: IoT orly ir orpesite directicn,
-if_g- = - Exkibit B,
IV .
N ey P
.- Sl e "~ e . R _ - YL -
g = " , i - 3 ‘ L,, X L : _
:: d ; .’— n -#" " 7 ¢
1 ! = E 2 S SR o A L Lk e ML T A
U - A N t i .
- o S e -~ ,‘L - - o ”, —_
e - TR TR A
- ) F , l . o .' )
L-7 H/ f8 t-—f'/:.’ = ¢t .ﬁ-m e A oAy i ‘“" B Qo hmA -;-'- -
- — §
A . [ < .
A R S e .‘ P -~ e W * - a \.‘a’;:—-‘:vr" .
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Laboratory P'.epor*!'; ") Yy §T7015
. File #62~48150~24

Additionel photogreph of fence and rcad bordering reserveation
at Lekehurst,'N. J., es reflected in photographs ™A™ and "B",
Also reflects gate in center of picture which permits entry to
the reservation, Exhibit C.

Portion of rosd and fence borderinr reservation et Lakehurst,
N. J. 4&lsc nmore definite picture of gate which permits entry
to the reservetion as referred to in photogreph "ec.,® Exhibit D,
Close-up view cf gete referred to in photogrephs "C" and "D,"
Exhitit E.

Protcgraph of portion of gete mentioned in "E," also contalins
picture of Buresu car on road which leads fror the center of the

reservetion to the gete exit mentiocned in photogrophs "C," "D™ and "a,"

In the distence are the mooring mests, one of which was to be
uesed in mooring the Hindenburg. Exhibit F.

Buresu car on reservetion road which lesds to gate exit referred
to in rhotographs "C,™ "D™ and "E.™ Exhitit G.

ExzExn Phubcgi‘apu of portion of gate mentiocned inm photogruphs
nc," "LM and "a," also peart of femce over which unknown persons

climbeé at this point. Exnibit H,

Ql4.Photogreph of portion of gate merticned in photogruphs “C,"

QLS

B

A
®

" and "E," elso pert of fence over which unkmown persons clinbed
at this point., ExMbit I,

Porticn of fence over which unkrown persons climbed, &t point
shown, to permit their entry to the reservetim at Lakelmrst,

New Jerzoy. The two white spots were placed to show locetien

AP Prndkarded o o Pd A1t in o Parpa. Twkih i+ T
LS PN - \lkJ..T.- o HJ. LCJ. 'u-.LJ.-U-’.LLI.E - HwT e btk b LW W oe

Frootogreph teksn inside the recervatiam et Lekehurst, N, J.,
reflecting portion of fence and locaticn of footp“ihts neer fence,
which letter are reflected by the +two white spots, Same foot-
prints are shown in photcgraph "J." Exhitit K.

A different pleture of the seme footprints referred to in
plictogrephs *J" and "E," rxHEbit L.

Trisis a 1ife-size photogrerh of & plaster of paris cast
made of a footprirt on the reservetion et Lekehuret, N, J,

The footprint was found sbout eleven hundred feet from the

gate shown in photogre=phs "D,™ "E" and "F,"” and on ths road
vhich lesds from the gute referred to sbove to the center of
the reservaticmn, Exhitit R,

Life-size photogrsph of & plester of paris cast mmde of & heel-

print on the reserveticn at Lekeburst, N. TJ.

/(j
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S Nowark, New Jersay. S T B

Bet Airship Hindenburgs
_ Goverpment Reservation Natier.
a1l INPORMATION c?z-IEIJNED
FobiN 1D UsyLASSIFIED &
Dear 8irs R S U LI I e

: Referenss i3 muds 0 your letter dated oy 25,
1937, relative t0 the ebove—entitlec ctse covering the
transmittal of photographic specimens of gquestionsd footw
prints found on the Govermment Reservaticn at Lakshurst,

few Jersey. '

An excminstiion was mude of 2ll footprint photo-
graphs submitted but no {dentification of the make of
footwear could be effected, The Bureau does not maintain
a reference Tile of meterial of this nature and the possible
lstters or figures appearing on the life sise photograph of
s pluster of Pcris cast could not be clesrly deciphered. Im
this respect, however, it is sugzgested that the original
east be carsfully packed snd transaitted to the Buresu im’
order that a sors satisfactery exazinstion may be msude of the

m.-h-rq_l _hm.

From the sppesrance of the photographs, it is
eoncludsd thet the footprints were made by rubber footwear
puch = rubbers or arciics.

The photographs submitted in the instont cass are
in tbe Leboratory's files.

= &:"""‘.ﬂ; ) . r
' " Yery truly yours, = .- -
o 4 1937 :'- N
FE“" i . é» 4
S ity \ John Edgar Hoover,
. ! Piresctor.
\

3 \ -
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_ _ ¥ederal Burean of Investigation °
© Hnited Htates Bepartment of Iustice
:m,m Mashington, B. €.
My 22, 2937. . ...
' O FOR MR, TOM ¢
' Re: Hindemburg -7 T
i While talking with Mr. Deversaux on 19, 1937, he SERU
stated he had receivad a requast from Commande sendahl for certain\ eh

N
X— additionsl investigation in this case. Commander Ros lnfomdUp.%q}L
Mr. Devereaux that he had talked with Captain Erns bmann
shortly after the accident at the hospital in Lakewood, Hew Jersey,
and at that time Lehmann had informed the Commander that hs, Lehmann,
and An ittemann had received a warning; the particulars of this
warning were not divulged to Commander Rosendahl by either Captainm
Lehmann or Ceptain Wittemann, but they had indicated they had received
a warning that something was going to happen in the stern of the
Hindenburg on her initlal trip to the United States in the spring of
this year. According to Commander Rosendahl, evidently both Captain.
Wittemann and Captain Lehmann, who i8 now deceased, had confided this
information concerning the warning to an appropriate representative
k of the Germap Ambassador in the United States. Rosendahl also stated
that Lehmann had made a definite statement to the effect he was of
the opinion that an "infernal machine"™ had been the cause of the
accident, and that the accident would bave happened no matter what
‘Iarpe of gas had been utilised. ",
Rosendahl suggested to Deversaux that it would be a good
jdea for & representative of the Bureau to interview Captailn Wittemann
as he, Hogendahl, had been given to understand that all members of
the German crew would be ready and willing to cooperate with the
appropriate authority of the United States in comnection with the
sabotage theory.

I told Mr. Devereaux that no action should be taken in

connection with Commander Rosendahl's suggestion ponding recaipt
of further advica fram the Burean, ; _:= I_ C V—IAI}‘LD
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. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
g BUREAU OF AIR COMMERCE

. ’ WASHINGTON

Investigation Board
Naval Air Station

s

. May 26, 1937.
Y-
) 4
L \ Federal Buresu of Investigation
‘. Department of Justice
- / Washington, D. C.
>
< Gentlemen:
i )5: The enclosed letters have been received by the
i \
i - Department of Commerce Investigation Board imn the course
I J 1 __) of its investigation of the Hindenburg disaster.
3 M —
i g 4 Since the metters involved apparently come un-
3 ¢ il
ﬁ"\i der the jurisdiction of the Department of Justice, they
1 SN,
-+ v are forwarded to yowr Buresu for considerstion end such
- e }
i‘ 1". o«-) action as may be deemed edvisable.
B '
: ot «
LT 3 Yours very %
ENS i
1)
K t/:' o e, .
” Chairmen.
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"Garl'aitnéf
38 Bayard Stree@

New Brunswick New Jersey
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Investigation Comﬁittee
of the Findenburg.
Lakehurst,li.J.
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+ OEFICE HEADQUANRTERS . B FREPLY MIgFAR TO
FIRST INSPECTION DISTRICT, "
ROOSEVELT FIELD No. 1 rux
@ANRDEN GITY, LONG ISLAND DEPARTMENT OF COMMERGCE
© MEW YORK
2AERONASFCS-DRANGH =

BUREAU OF AIR COMMERCE
GARDEN ciTY Mey 22, 1637,

Msjor R. ¥W. Schroeder,
Bindenburg Investigation Board, .
U, 8, Kuval Air Station,
Lekehurst, N.J, ~
Dear Mr, Schroeder:
Encioaed ia a copy of & letter received in this Office
from M¥r, Stoffer,

This is forwarded for your informetion.

Yory truly yours,

S."L. WILLITS,
Supervis ing Inspactor.
Encl.

el
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May 19, 1937.

-

Mr. Sanford Willitts,

Bureau of Air erce,

Dear Sendy:

On display in the window of g

Ne
York City 1s & charred triangular girder section which is labeled
as being part of the Hindenburg wreckage. It is about ten inches
across each of the 3 sides and about t;o feet long end the ends show
that a hack saw wes used to cut it off.

On account of the Department's present control of the wreckage
and constant guerd meintained from the crash period I thought this
information would be helpful in loceting the parties who took tke

wreckage part eway from Lakehurst before the investigstion waa com-

pleted.

(s) Charlie Stoffer

Bird in Hand Hestaurant is nams.

GoPIES DESTROYED
30  UCT16 1964



) CLASS OF SERVICE DESIRED

FOREIGN

== ®ostal Telegranb

TAnED caniE T " THE INTERNATIONAL SYSTE

My

MIGHT CABLE
LETTER

(‘omhnrcra! . ) U (merica

Send the following message, subject Lo the terms on back hereof,

(\ﬂbkb _.”'r“ '_"_'-;-.zcabh‘ﬁ

NEWYORKCITY
20 MAY 131937

HINDENBURG DISASTER

L L] -y =9 1%

LAKEHURST Nou, S -

HI{NDENBURG DISASTER FAR MURE COMPLICATED-DRESDEN STARTED (INVES-
TIGATION WEEKS BEFORE DI SASTER-TO AY0ID A COMEDY PLEASE MAKE NO POS-
ITIVE STATEMENT UNLESS ABSOLUTELY SURE: MANY ITEMS MUST BE CLEARED BE-
FORE YOU CAN REPURT NU SABOTAGE: CONSEQUENTLY PRUVE TECHNICAL CAUSES TO
THE PUINT SINCE 1 AM UNDER AN AMERICAN LEGAL RESTRICTION TO REPORT THE
TRUTH | MUST INSIST UPON TRUE STATEMENTS OR RATHER STATE IMPUSSIBILITY
FINDING THE TRUE CALSE:HINDENBURG SPECIAL LAW NOUVEMBER 1936- 1S KEEN To

SITUATION t EXPLAINED THAT TO CAPY LEHMANN WEEKS BEFORE LAW WAS FORMU-

LATED-| DID NOT WALK TWO BLOCKS TO HIS FUNERAL SERVICES-PLEASE START
EORGANIZING SEVERAL CONDITIONS WITHIN THE ZEPPELIN FIRM-BE NEVER AGAIN
FLYING HINDENBURG NAME OVER LAKEHURST:NO DANGER OF THIS CLASSIFICATION

bERABREEBENHEEBENEERﬁEﬁé&LMAKE%RM?E¥22§S@EWYORK BALTIMORE- PLEASE REMEM=-

DRESDEN DIENST BORNEMANN

RECD 0830-F@ 424 W, 46 ST

. g
.copiﬁia.s;ims'r.nomi:nxA )
80  uirie 1964

which are hereby agreed to Forr

e e

e
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To guard

REFPEATED;

this,

indicated on its face, T

pet B8 130
r DEZLEOTED
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POSTAL TELE

TRANSMITS AND DELIVERS THE WI

sgainst mistakes or delays, the sender of
that is, telegraphed back to the originating
one-half the unrepeated message rate is charged in
HIS IS AN UNREFPEATED MESSA

AS SUICH, in consideration whereof it is agreed between

and this Company as foll
1. The Company shall

REPEATED M
or otherwise, beyond
or de'ays {n the transm
for transmissi
THOUSAND
or for non-delivery,

VALUED ME

in wri.ting, by t
ment is made or agree

of any message received

ow3:

THIN MESSAGE S

a message should order it
office for comparison. For
addition. Unless otherwise

GE AND PAID FOR

the sender of the message

! not be lable for mistakes or delays in the transmission of
deiivery, or for non-delivery, of any message received for transmission at the TN-

ESSAGE rate, whether caused by the
the sum of FIVE HUND
issfon or delivery, or for non-
on ab the REFEATED-MES3AGE rate,
DOLLARS; nor for mistakes or delays in the transmission of delivery,
{gr transmission at the SPECIALLY
28 AGE rate, beyond the sum =t which such message shall be valued,

RED DO

?ff‘.igence of its servants
ARS; por for mistakes
delivery of any message reclg}vsed

beyond the sum of

he sendet thereof when tendered for transmission and for which pay-

d to be made of the amount o

¢ the repeated-message rate and

an additional charge equal to ane-tenth of one per cent of the amount by which such

written valuation sb
from unavoidsble in
obscure messages.
The Compal
forward this m

of comrunication wlheh necessary

2,

all exceer
terruption in the working of i

d five thousand dollars; nor in any
ts lines, or
Wy i3 hereby made the agent of the sen
ze over the lin

es of any other company of
to rench its destination.

case for delays arising

for errors in cipher or

der, without liability, to

by any other means:

GRAPH-CABLE COMPANY

UBJECT TO THE FOLLOWING TERMS AND CONDI

TIOMNS:
ivered froe wi

3. Domestic messages and fncoming Cew.@ LICEIIUE wal b2 ;

one-half mile cf the Company’s office in towns of 5,600 population or less, and with
one mile of such office in other cities or tewns. Beyond these limits the Comp
does not undertake to make delivery, but will, without liakility, at the sender’s requ
as his agent and &t his expense, endeavor to contract for him for ruch delivery at
reasonzable price. A

4. No responsibility attaches to this Company concerning mersages until the sam "&‘i"
are accepted at one it its trapsmitting offices; and i 2 message is sent to such offic *
by one of the Company’s mOsseTgErs, ke ncig for that purpose as the agent of the gendor

5. The Company shall not te lahle for damages or statutary penalties in any 23
where the claim is not presented in writing within sixty deys efter the message is file:
with the Company for transmission.

6. It is agreed that prompt and correct transmission and delivery of this mes;nge shs
be presumed in any action tar recovery of tolls thereto; sul:ject, bowever, b rebutt
by competent evidence. . .

7. Special terms governing the transmission of messages under the clas=es
messages enumerated below = all apply to messages in each of such respective classe
in addition to all foregeing terrms.

8. NO EMPLOYEE OF THIS COMTANY IS rAUTHORIZED TO VARY
THE FOREGOING.

POSTAL TELEGRAFH-CABLE COMPANY
: CLARENCE H. MACKAY, CHURMAN OF THE Baarp
A. H. GRISWOLD, Exscurive VIcE-PRES(CZNT

FAST TELEGRAMS. A full-rate expedited service.

DAY LETTERS.

QOne an
less, and one-
SPECIAL TERMS APPLYIN
duced rate for this s
to those enumers

(a) Day Letters ma
and the transmission

deferred day mervice at rates

ecial

DOMESTIC MESSAGES

CLASSES ©

o

lower than the fast telegram rate.
d one-balf times the Night Letter vate for the trapsmission of 50 words or
filth of the initial rate for each additional 10 words or less.

o T® DAY LETTERS. In further consideration of the re-
“Day Letter” service, the Iollowing special terms in addition
above are yereby agreed to: )
y be forwarded by the Telegraph Company as 8 deferred service
and delivery of such Day tter is, in all respects, subordinata

to the priority of transmission and delivery of full rate telegrams.

This Day Letter is received subject to the express understanding and agree-
ny does not undertake that a Day Letter shall be delivered
Bsolutely and at all events; but that the Company’s obligation

in this respect is stibject to tha condition that there shzll remain sufficient time for

the transmissiod
office hours, subj

conditions named sbave,
NIGHT MESSAGES. Accepted up to 2.00 a, m. at reduced ratss to be sent during

the night and delivere
NWight messages may &
to the pddressees, and
in such caszes with respect to delivery by mailing such Nig

postage prepaid.
NIGHT LETTERS. Accepted up to 2.00 &. m. for delivery on the morning of the ensuing
at rates atill lower than night message

business day,

telegraa rate far 10 words
anad one-Fith of such rate for 10 words snall be ci

or lesa,

t t

NOQ EMP

shall be charged [or th nsmiss

and delivery of such Day Letter on the day of its date.during regulat

set to the prictity of the {ransmisyon of fuil rate telegrama under

4 not earlier than the merning of the enmuing business day.
he option of the Telegraph Cormapany
the Company shall be deemed to have discharged ita obligation
ht hlessages at destination,

be muailed st destinatjon

rates, aa follows: The fast

jon ol 50 words or lem,
for sach additional 10 words

F SERVICE B
SPECIAL TERMS APPLYING TO NIGHT {ETTERS. In further consideration of t!
reduced rate for this special “'Night Letter” service, the following special terms :
gddition to those enumerated above are hereby agreed to: -

(a) Night Lettera may at the option of the Telegraph Company be Thailed

destination to the addressees, and the Compeny shall be deemed to have discharg
its obligation in such cases with respect to delivery by mailing such Night Latte
at destination, postage prepaid.

CABLE MESSAGES
FULL RATE MESSAGES receive regular and promph servica in their order of filir
Code language permitted.  + !

DEFERRED RATE MESSAGES at one-hall of the full rate to follow full rate mears
aust be in plain language of count:y of origin, o7 of d:stinatien, of in French. F
particulars aas to eountries where this ¢lass of service s afective will be {urnished up
application to any Postal Telegraph office. . :
NIGHT CABLE LETTERS at reduced rates, Must be in Tlein language of country
arigin, or of destination, or in French where transmitic by telegraph to destinatic
Subordinated to the priority of tranamission of full and deferred rate messages. Mi
be posted, when sender so directs, to countries where this gervice is not_avaxlab!e,
tavifa ta countriea from which such mesaa.&u are posted. Under latter circumstar”
messages muat contain complete mailing address including chargeable posting Ip
tions (). e., *Post Lendon,” etey. Minimum word hasis of twenty to tweniy-fiv
applied. Code addresses 2o be used ercept for mesages delivered by post
explained by text admit tcatar “NLT" required and charged for as cne

TFor further particulars 8t any Poatal Telegraph office. .
1B FOREGOING.

KoE OF THIS COMPANY I8 AUTHORIZED TO VA
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1st Endorsement MAD, Fort Mifflin, Pa. 17 May 1937 T

From: Senior Member, Board of Investiga- .
tion into HINDENBURG Disester. L s
To: Senior Membsr, Department of Com-

meroe Board of Investigation in-
to HINDENBURG Disaster,

U.S. Naval alir Station,
Lakehurst, N. J.

Via: Comuanding Officer,
Naval iir Station, Lekehurat, R.J.
Subjects Papers pertaining to HINDENBURG
disester
1. Forwarded, for information.

s N T i

GORDON W. HAINES.

L

s

P o T e

4
§ 2rnd Endorsenent
: NA<4/LZ-129(10) U. S. KAVAL AIR STATION 18 May 1937.
;i LAXEHUR3T, N. J.
= |
3 From: The Commending Officer,
To: Senlor Member, Department of Comnerce
Eozrd of Investipation into HILDELBURG
Disaster,
N U. S§. Reval Alr Statlon,
‘ Laxehurst, N. J.
1. Forwarded. /

J. L. Kenvworthy, Jrt
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of the " Hindenburg".

Lakehurst,n.dJd.

- "'j"‘,-, g LR K

To whom it may concern. _— S

Degr Gir:

As an eyewitness of the terrible "Hindenburg"' disester and as anpmerican

resident of germazn descend do I have rmeh interest of solving the horrikt
accident or at least to know what caused the tragedy of the shirp.

I hed been at the hangar short after 6 F,M. D.S5.7. vhile it was still
raining. About 7 r.i.. the "Eindenburs" was visible thru rain clouds
corning Irom the west tovards the hangar and turned left towards the
northern part of the landingfield vhere it made another turn towards
the mocring mast.It a&lso relezsed ces over the woolr,ss it cawe clese
to the mast the motors were awiul loud, but I never thought, that there
could be something wrong as this was my first adventure of watching the
Dincuenburg's landing.s few seconds later I noticed the landing ropes
coming dovm from the nose of the ship one at a time.Shortly after thet

I alcovereu =X & flane at the tail of the shinp and a few seconds later

— e e et r—————— e

again 1 heard the firct exrlosion which weas followed by two or three more

Aecording to thet I =21v ] ini 1 et

revc wae the opinion that it rust have been an Insd

i...)!

job as I didn'E rotice any bullets hitting the =ship either.

But the main reason I'm vriting these lines is the follewing :

Before the ship was in si~*+t ¢ vovrg 1z2dy, I judge her between

o

25

Lnl
O
ol
o]
-t
1
6]
w
1=
(=}
H

an envelore.fne vouns mean wae wes oel

of tla"Tirleriuuz" Lilicl ier Tor whnet she it wented,ss e wicn't

COPIES DESTROY‘Eﬁe any.ter reply was thet she wont to cend & “.ooserc to ner

30

OCTIG 1954. oai oo e oD AT 2T e an zhe coulantt walt., If she haa
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& brother on the ship, I presume he was & member of the crew as she

was of german descend.

I don't want to say, that she or he has something to do with the
catastrophe, but one can never tell, as there are many poscibilties
especlially if you come to the conclusion that it was an inside job.,

Uours truly

Conll
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ncal Eyewmiess‘Te i
Horror of Hindenburg Crash

" Thiee New Brungwlck residents
were eyewitnesses of the Hinden-
burg disaster at Lakehurst the day
beforg yesterday. §They are Mrs
Hargaret Ballinger of 28 Maple
street, Miss Helen Riley of 302
Townsend street and Carl Ariner
of 36 Bayard street, Mrs. Sallin-
#er's companions on a pleasure
trip to watch the mooring of the
Bhuge air liner. .
. “You'll never forget it; you can't
forget it—but it seems to be like a
dream; it doesn’t seem possible,”
#rid Mrs. SBallinger last night in
describing her experience.

1t -was the greatest thrill of her
Jife, ghe said, to stand by the fence
that keeps apectators back and
watch the long silvery cky liner
pome down to earth,

“But the explosion was not a
thrill,” ghe said. “It was a shock
“At first a sheet of flame shot like
freworks from the tall. We thought
was some sort of a signel”
Ang then

Mrs, Ballinger went on.
came . the frst explosion.
8peciators @Stunned
“ The deafening roAr, much lgud-
#r than the Joudest ﬂrewor
vooted the spectators, stunned
thelr tracks. A moment later t.he
second hlast sent a sheet of flame
tearimg through the shining hull,
the casing meeming to fly off all
at once, and pandemonium broke
loose.

Everyone on the sajdelines was

running and sereaming hystarically
unning anq scleallinyg nysierically.

“We thought the end had come,”
whe said. I grabbed Helen's
\rm and she grabbed mine, I
uess, and we just ran”

But soon the panic was over.
ome of the women wers still
rsterical, but the crowd -was

.rning to watch the end of the
eppenn, not themselves, .

“We-saw one old woman stand-
ing there, Bhe was being held up.
1 imagine it was by her sons.
Bhe was crying.”
said. ‘Men were standing there
dazed, Two girls were running.

“Miss Riley was hysterical, and
while T was more calm on the out-
side, inside I felt pretty terrible.
I was shaking. My legs were so
weak that I eould herdly moeve.
The chap we were with felt pretty
bad. He was aa pale a3 a ghost”

Mr, Artner is of German aiock
and has taken the experience
harder than his two companions.
He had led the parfy to see the
pride of the Fatherland complate
its first 1837 trip to the United
Btates, after having seen it leave
on its last trip in 1836,

“Everything was in confusion
for about five minutes” Mrs. Sal-
linger went on, “Everyone was
running back and forth and then
of course the field ambulances and
fire trucks and the plane passenger
cars went right in.

“We saw a man being led from
the wreck. His hair was all gone
-except a little knot right on the
top of his head, and his coat was
ripped from his back and hie
trousers were forn and he was all
burned. He secmed dazed, not
uttering a sound. His eyes were
staring straight ehead.

“Two guards led him within 15
feet of the mpectatora so we could

San liwa Mhay: wara laalbinme faw
E<T [l LHTY Weie UORINE 0T

someone who knew him and coyld
help him. They asked the people
if anyone recognized him.

“We saw & man in an ambuy-
lance, His face and head were
all red and we could sse all the
blood and all his clothes seemed
to be byrned. Two internes or
gukrds were holding him up.”

Mra. Ballinger'®

el TOTE
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R‘EFOR!!ED
‘23" 8, Second Ave.
-Kev. James B, Mulder.

1090 a. m l!hnrch school., -~
11;00 a. m., children’'s church ser-
¥ice .of worship, Wﬂul zm:
tpeaks
‘11:08 a. -m,, morning serv]ce of
worship, Bermon, “The Uns
crowned Queen.” ™
2:30 p. m, Intermedlats €. ‘E.
Mothers Day program.
7:00 p. m,. Youkg DPeoDle's service.
8:00 p.-m., rehearsal of the young
peuple 8 choir, R
Announcemenu ’
Wednesday, p. m., meeling of
Community hens Club. This will
i he ladies’ nl:ht and the monthly

S il buziness meetin

Thursday, €2n " anniversary !neet-
ing of Board of Foreig Missions in
Woodcliff Cornmunity Church, Wood-
cliff, N. J. Gesslons at 10:30 3. m. and’

2: N‘ P m.
Friday, 8 p. m., “The Bean Town

Choir,” 2 thres act comedy by the
aduit choir,

Saturday, 10 a. m., junior and jun-
ior high choir rehearsal.

Franklin Park

!IX MILE RUX REFORMED
Charies J. Scudder.

930 a. m., Sunday school, Bible

classes and communicants'

E clags with the pastor.
10:20 a. m., divine youhip. ur-
mon,

’ ,.,:.-J
Announcements: v

_1 -

the Junier C. E. Bociet
Thursday, 10:30 s’ m., ‘Woodr.nﬁ

N, J. The anniversary meetini“
g-

}the Woma_.ns Boa.rd of Fore[‘n

sions,

L4 ’

‘Berdine’s Corner
BERDINE'S CORNER CHA@L
Berdine's Corner, North Brunswick

Rev, Emmett B. Waite,

10:30 a. m., Mother's Day service.
Dr. Henry Scudder, {former
-missionary to India  will
speak. . R

Announcemen

x:

Monday, & p. m., Sunday school
board. :

I Weadnesday, 7:15 p. m., Yyoung
people’'s roller skating party; 8 p.
lm meeling of the bpard of trua-

$00 n.- early service of wor-]T:
- 3[90 crmon. “The . Untrown. | S#

.

Wednesday, 2:30 §:'m. et e AL
i “i ¥

w R oL o e — S
ssdny, ‘-3“5 M. uahf-...ua
1"“’ lhy. tp juuior Sholr™y
lab. i Tdb p.om, mid-wesk mq

T:30 p. m., “Boy" Saouter*
=, l- Y,.!’: I!. bhlno::

BT. JAMES EPISCOPAL -~
Woodbridge Ave, - "

v. W. E PiMlips. -~ %

5 a, m., Holy Commumnion. - j:.;

[ m. church sshool. -

f0 5. m., morning prayer. Ser-

mon subject, “The auconslon’

R
£

ot Jesus Christ” -
Announcements; - '; '

onday 2 20
iﬂ; e e i m., dllt{i"‘t Mepts
hundny. 1:30 p. m., ehoh- rehears

-

. ; s R o
. New Durham
TNION CHAPE
ey, Donald N. Correst.

46:00 a. m., Bundey schasl, -
A1:00 &, m., Hou Cémmunton with
the Hev. John E. Slater, pro-
3 fessor of Bloomfleld College
nnﬁ Seminaty in charge. Roil
cA
80 p. M., evening aernc- Gusast
’t"-‘::elker Rav. Fdwar (¢ . DeBolt_
i of Dunelien,

{Announcements: e, f:h‘r;,
W edntldlr.-l p‘\’ﬁ. payer dervice
ll- ~the ciapal

I’hursda,. F rp:‘:h £holr pracjice

y,‘)?-the chapel. rf"'f’" ‘,‘ .
- Btelton L

Rev Wlltar Swutneld

. 10 00 & m., Sunday school with a
clasg for -averyone.

. 11:00 a. m., special Mothar's Day

service. Sermon by Rev. Wal-

er J. Swaffield. Toptc, “The
otherhood of God.”

7:30 p. m., a Mother's Day servica
At the Baptist Chapsl on
Woodbridge Ave., Piscataway,
,with Herman D. Sorg. lead—
'ing.

Announcomcnu

Tuesday, & p. I, annual ¢

meeting in the church recr
roome. Reporiz from g]l ¢rg
tions, nomination .and elect]
officers for the ensuing year

Friday, 7:30 p. m., the Cr

wiill hold a rally. Motion

Thursdn—, 4 p. m., junjor cheir

of Indis and Japan will be

3

\ o —
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Y CGMMANDAN‘-QOFFICE

> P30 . NAVY YARD .’ ’ e .
) PHILADELPHIA, PA. I -

s

13 May 1937/ "
captain G. W. Haines, USN.

MEMOERANDUM FOR

I em enclosing e letter Captain Martin
received from a man with whom he talked at
Lakehurst the night of the crash.

Captain Martin thought that perhaps
there might be some information in it or
use to you.

B

N

R. L. Hicks

Respectfully,

Phila., Na Td.—G-10-—-106—12-7-86
Comd’t. Form No. 2—§,000
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 Dear BIey

cn K. South Trisb o, Jres Chafrz.n, favestig:tion Board, Naval Adr
. htior-.
>~ atatic coplec of the follo-ing documents wiich weré .

LT

"\ COPIES DESTROYED

P -
I 4

T T bass - T

*

A

S AR L =
Sy el .ok

. un tansaitting herevith photestatie Sopiss ef & letier recsived i
Lekehurst, Nov Jersey, dated Jay 26,° 1937, Nogether with phote- \)‘: o
ansaitped Vo the . -

v - PR T I T

R
R

by the Departnent of Comzarces .

-

i & oragn aee

Citer duted Kay 1, 1977, -t Nemrk, Wer Jersey, from
Tom Fogun, addressel 1o Coun .ncer Fosenuahl, together with
the enclosing m_wlopo;

Lattar date: Nsy 22, 1937 to Najor R. W, Bokroeder frow 8, . -

Lo ¥illits, to whioh 15 atiached gojy of & latter dnted Mey - .

19, 1927, to Mr, Sinford w1114itts Yrom ¥, Ch.7lis 8toff L7
i £ ! - E K Y

’ ) ! .‘ ;, - )' } ) “\ . -.‘_ - ) } ‘.
Gopy of Postal telecram dated day 20, 1927, addroased % R
Nindenburg Hisastar Investigation from Droaden Dienst « o :

Eornenann § ' L. N :

Paper sntitled "lit Fndorse-ent BAD, Yort Kifflin, Fs. 17

Kay 1937*} - o

letier dated May 12, 1937, aidrecied to Iovestigation ' ‘
Cozzittes 0f the Hinlen' urg, from Ce=l Adrtner) S0 which 8 <% -
attached » nevs slipaing antitled *Locel Eyewitn: ses Jell ‘\,
 lerrar of *ti‘n".,q;!ib'ﬁrg Crusi., together ~{th ths exclosipg - = J;:’.“
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June 3, 1937,

f.' eaptl!.n Go

}ue.m Mo Sated Mef 13. 193'?. - s
1937 mm sed

to ~high 1: aiisched a letter dated Nay 9,

'Ilar aptatn Bavix® froa Belso M. LT _:-':_; T :

It h dcd.rod t.hst you oonsult Coun.n.hr Bomdahl ngudln( thau
" warious lstters and asccrtain what I.nqu!.rics, ir nw, he dc:!.rn mads ta W

”\ S , emwwyyews, TN LTy T
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JOHN EDGAR HOOVER

) PIRECTOR ’ . A
X Federal Bureau of Investigation D
Fnited gtatrz Repartment of Justice ' - "
WMashington, B. C. . :
EAT:RP May 25, 1937 f

¥
5

MEMORANDUM FOR_THE DIRECTOR

\ - '/ I do not believe the Bureau should take any action

towards endeevoring to have the Deperiment of'Commerce reguest

D
CL/ the assistance odﬂ connection with the Hindenburg

investigation, and unless you advise to the contrary no action

:ﬂ\

'

B

will be taken along these lines.
Respectfully,

8 E. 4. Tamn,

: p-‘*,’.‘ RS e “m'r',uwm)
g T vnol . 3IFLED ¢
- IL—'&J’ LA L

a NS : é 9 - lf(’ /’j - 7 7 E
::x;g IKDIXET Frtra, BUpsel 0l apgioni A"iuh .
aY B2 10877H-
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Copy sad Specimens MGE i Lakort®
K
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Federal Burean of Inuestiation
Wnited States Bepartment of Justice
607 U. S. Court House

Foley Square
New IDI‘k, Nn I.

TJD:MI,
REGISTERED
May 28, 1937.
Director,

Federal Bureau of Investigation,
Washington, D. C.

Dear Sir:-

The enclosed anonymous communication stating that the
destruction of the dirigible¢VHindenburg" was csused by a bomb placed
by Captain\Lehman“of that vessel was received at this Division today.

T am not familiar with the extent of the Bureau's
participetion in the investigation belng held to determine the cause
of the destruction of the "Hindenburg" but in view of the possibility
that this enonymous communication might be of value, I am forwarding
it for the purpose of examinstion for latent prints, if this is deemed

desirable.

In opening the mail, this letter has been handled by
Miss Pauline Shoobs, stenographer in this Division, and by Assistant
Special Agent in Charge T. J. Donegan. There is a remote possibility
that this anonymous communication was forwarded by one of the members
of the crew, and it might be deemed advisable to compare any latent
prints found thereon with the fingerprints of the survivors.

A copy of this communication 1s being forwarded to
the Newark Division.

mror CONTA I'\L—-D Very truly yours,

T oTT M
h :_; _‘,».‘__... HO-‘I‘F‘L ]

r;: L-'Jx.-v-' Q-‘ % 52L%Lm | | B T VIJ’IYQ‘W -3y |
\\a . N
Special Agent in /' = ey
70- 2%
Enels., - 2 RE(‘ORDED ' -«-- -_ =z “—-t__‘ -~-:
cc - Nevark (with enclosure) TN CED. 1 l hﬂAY ‘\9 337 - 2
IE;“‘QL‘?’ - 'f . - : 'tux 0\ . ‘

\f\ f// v ,w:-\
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"f Thn Hindenhurg wee destroyed by . clock work @%me fire bomb. This
- v

.-

 was all ‘pla.uned weeka’ before. The MOSE to Sbtain helium. It.
was not 1ntentioned to destroy passengera by 1t but because of g hours ;;"

delay to make mooring plan was upset. _Had nooring been on right

time all ‘but 5 or 4 of crew also al; passengers away and maybe .
no lives lost at all. Lehms.n placed bomb &t 4. 50 - 5 otclock PH Tj.me
t,o go about 7 P.M. No other on ship knew of bomb or “the plan. ;_ o
Eckner dld, He had got Berlin o.x. Some of aft flemes showed -

coldr chemical used, Perhaps metal near stern now will show different
heat flame marks where Lehman set bomb, not sure but worth looking for.
Eckner said he would have helium sure, said this last Feb.

Dont let him. _ e o
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' "/ Federal Bureau of Investigation 3 .

Date é// 1937
/4

FROM: Technical Laboratory
TO: Single Fingerprint Bection
Case Number: ﬁ%?/?ﬁ’

&
No latent fingerprints developed

iodine prints developed on

Silver nitrate prints on

Identiscope negatives attached hereto.

REMARKS :

3ot IT oA,

i Withelos

AU

Xaminer.
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 17044
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 4041

Laboratory Report

Case: 'ﬁ,.,mp Hindenburgs Nuzber:  ga sm190-28
Government Recervation nbter ‘__________,___.

Specimens: 62-48190-28 Q20 Handprinted letter beginning®THE HINDEXBUKG WASwwx®,
Q1 Envelope postmarked New York, N. Y. Sta F2 May 2¢, 1937
12’” .

Examination requested bY: oo Icrk

Date received: 6-1-37 £t 10 mm ({ 6-1-37 12:00 Noon ¢hp)
Examination requested: pocument-Fingerprint w0
Result of examination: : Examination by:
GMM "};;HI' C e TTO‘I C(\-c.,.AIh’m"-:_:—*_,ﬂr
EXPEDITE ”;9‘.’%”f c”rFLwL&é
et L Iigp Py

ﬁ — bt
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’M_ ‘_anj n
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Spec"ial Agent 1n"Charge, | o
!!er !urk, Bew Iork. - ' - e
SRR S os Aarditp Hindmbm S
T Dear Bir: . - e e . >
:'4, T - - '7 oW T, R
With reference to Laboratory Report # ) , in connection with the
above entitled case, there are transmitted herewith photographic copies of dhe
following specimens which your office submltted :or exammatlgn. . §.
.-f' __.‘f . ,‘ . " ,p - . _‘/ . - .. . ",‘
.- ;
uT ’J'r
C ATT I '-’ -
: ol ou
. ! Gol6-tV¥
-.-a'-)f.:, i
.“,"T “' - . ‘ .,\ \Q s 1:_-'_
5 1ok t ) :
g GoN '\M}“ Gmgks SEB
: . ] . fb' o '
: i
- JUN]'Q ‘9‘37 - - v e . - e
P; ';: .,wlcl‘“‘l" Very truly yours,
; RELL
!
John Edgar Hoover, i
Director. f\(\
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sleo stated thet -eoordlng tg\the ‘hult press dispatches two fng-
ments of aluminum purportedly from the Hipdenhurg had been brought in from
A gsome distance from the explosion., He believes this definitely points towards
roem . sabotage, He stated that the press indicated the officials were going te \
e call in & metallurgist expert and he is afraid that they will dissolve the
Rt metal and thereby destroy it. Ke thinks thet he might be of material assist-
- " anoe in this watter end thought bo vould oall 1t to our attntion.

" -*“--‘..h rI told t we were mot in thn inve auon st the pﬂmt time

: ~ ‘but be t be had written to CommanderXRosendorf two days after the |
. * ageident and had offered his services but Bavini not heard from Gommander i
4 '~ Rosendorf, he thought it might be pesaible for us to commwicate with the |
t Department of Commerce concerning his qualifiocations., Re refarred to the N

g notice to the effeet that the Bew York Bomb Bquad has been ocalled in on the
} _oase and he oo that all they ususlly do 1s to look around for s gas !
| £ pipe. I told I thought he onght to get in touch directly with the .
E: . . - Department of but he insisted that he falt we might communicate with
.70 someone in the Commeroe Department coneerning his qualifications in & matter !
- of this kind as he is perfectly willing to go to Lakehurst #nd offer his ser-

= M AL o xa_ A AL a _

~ " vices in ihe matier. i eopy of this mesorandum is being rouua i Wr, Tams, {-

L SR e
; nn stated he was romrding to Jou a nicnunc papsr which he
) tize ago with respect to metals and axplosives as he thousht
this might be of particular interest to the personnel in the orime laboratory.

| £ "\ RECORDED (99\ ‘/c/ﬂ‘ =27
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" Operetor 51 at Baltimore will eomplete

came in.’
the eall. He would not epesk to en ascistent.
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Rha recently € _
g pervices in connection with eany - T ‘ A
_ inm that the Bureesu was conducting in . . :
connection, with the Hinienberg disaster, he was -
Arforme? by Mr. Quinn at that time that the Bureau
-7 was n}o?%'ucﬁng no investigation in the case.
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JOHN EDGAR HOOVER
DIREGTOR

<

Federal Bureau vf Investigation
Hnited Flates Bepartment of Iustice
Washinagton, B. C.

ELIC: T Jupe 2, 1927.

p2~ 48190

LIUCRATTU FOR 1R, NaTEAN 7

fe]
Rei [ alrsidp Hipdenburg;
Government Reservation Metter.

r, R. G. Nichels of the Board of Inguiry,
Corzerce Depcrimenmt, called at my office this morning end
submitted as evidence in the ebove-entitled case two
pleces of Cural found sane 4,000 feet from the wreckugze.
It ves requested that the lubcrestory ascerteln, if possidle,
if the cause of the pieces beirg blown through the air
for such & @istmnce be due to an explosion or concussicn
otter then by hydrogen gas. A formal letter requesting the
exuinetion is being subiaitted, Specisl photogrephic
cbiect schots are to be mule especlally ol both ends of
Lxhitit #52.

There werealso subaitted & photogreph and
negetive teken by onc Ir. S. B. Smith of Delbl, New York,
for a phcterephic exerninction to detemire 42 the two spots
eppearing thereon ere due to flaws in the negetive or In the
printing of the seme or to any other possible sutstance,

ilthough it was stated that there is no cause for
expe Miting the exazinaticn, Mr. Kichols a&sked thet he be
informed by telephone District 2200, Brench 64%, in order
thet he might personelly call for the eviderce. e stated

tesy

ttut he very much apprecleted the assistznce and courtesy

Tendem &, and I assur.d Lim of the Blowa's Jezlre 10 ©o0; erate
’ o coop

in natters of this kind. ; 4 . e,
»ROORD KD & INDEXED é q(_ % X /? /‘7 3({

Rezpectfully,

et gt



£ -
° JOHN EDGAR HOOVER ¢
DIRECTOR
Federal Burean of Inuestigation
¥nited Btates Bepariment of Justice
Mashinnton, B, ¢.
EPC:0ON
June 2, 1937. ]
KEMORANDUM FOR MR, NATHAN:
Re: Reguest of Mr. Kicheols of
the Bureau of Air Commerce =~  J-rmees
for laboratory examination.
/é y kr. Nichols of the Bureau of Air Commerce of the
Department of Commerce phoneg, and asked 1f he could bring
over certain exhibits in thé&Glindenburg Case for laboratory
examination. He wanted to bring the exhibits over personally
b and I told him that this would be all right but I suggested
b that he direct a letter to the Bureau making a formal request
g for the exsmination in order that it might properly be of
record.
~ Respecti‘ully,
3 tf L
E. P. Coffey
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DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE .

DIRECTOR OF AIR COMMERCE
- WASHINGTON

June 2, 1937

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover
Federal Burasau of Investigation

Department of Justice
Washington, D, C.

L L= 48

Dear Sirs

The Boerd of Inquiry convened by order of
Secretary Roper to inquire into the circumstances
attending the destruction of the@airehipPHindenberg"
at Lakehurst on May 6 has procured two pieces of dural
which were found some 4,000 feet from the wreckage.

It bas been suggested that there is a probability
thet some explosion or concussien other than hydrogen ges
may have casused these pieces to be blown through the air
for such a distance.

It is requested that your laboratory make a thorough
investigetion and examination of exhibits No. 52 and 53 for
evidence of chemical content or traces of explosive matter
which may or may not be presemt.

A statement from your laboratory as to your findings
will be of considerable value to the Board of Inquirye

Cordially yours,

(:2nd,lb- 2.4
Foal5. Fagar? "./
Direcziz
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Y — FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION . # 17044
v . : UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF .}’USTIGE
Lavoratory Report
JSume Rumber ;
. .. ., Case: Adrship Hindenburgy 3, 3937 i
\; e ey l'f,a ;.-l— mmm humt“ mm AT S, e w«r{?‘ﬁ-——,qm&:h- e = e . : .
L *q o : }.\&B »-

Bpacmens E L g - ' L
T QR0 mmmduhr be Ly 00 mmwm | | v
Q1. Eralope postmarked "ew !mk. How Tork, Statien rn,

23.13‘7. 12:30 P.l.' o L T

e R REOORDED ;tf,Lg,n% £AU CF INVESTIGAT 10

e T BV W 7 e
: i.,‘-m;rr A UeTE

, . Examination requested b¥Y: . | jew York S i

R -‘ ’ .'e.'u. L | . . G . Ny -L S EL
:’5 | ‘Date received: p *.1,.,7 . \i - _

=" Examination requested: W mw J’ G | Q “l 2 _

. B I Exa.mma.tion ‘by
Result of examination: E o \OV\V T _

The handprinting on the instant snonymous letter has been complred rith
the bandprinted section of the snomymous letter file maintained in the labora-
tory but no icentification was effected. A photographic copy of this letter
wﬂl be pllc.d inthat m.. for ruturc eomrinn purpuumd in the event

N L ," ““‘-‘ -

Thn specimon d-tigmtod ap QW 15 a sheet of plnin !!.ﬁ.to onion skin paper
meassring Apoximtely 11x£84* and eontoining the watermark ®FIDILITY ONION
SKIN Rsleeck Mamufacturing Company®, The address of this company is Turrers -
T Falls, Mgssachusetts. The snvelope desigrated as Q21 4s plain white,
; has & smocth finish, measurss apmraximately 643 7, and contains no
watersarke

Tha mid-4Anal! avidansse was trastad

A 3w “.& W ¥ AN LW . W W

it s !mt. none of value was dsvel

a?.

or the development of late gi

- a3

Y ?hctomphic co*in of the ovidtnco lubmittod will ‘be fornrdoa to your
o office w*thin the na:xt eral dlylc S ; , N [_g y
THE CRIOINAL EV‘IDEHCE 15 BSINO RETAINED IN THE ummmat FCR USE IN ANY
SUBSTY.LNT ESAUIN-TIONS WHICH VAY BE DESIRED, SHCULD YOUR OFFICE BESTRE THIS
C-TATHAL EVIDENCE TOR USE IN AKY SUBSESLENT PROCEEDINGS WHICH MAY DEVEL P THE
B TAY Lt RE ONUTIFISD TN AMPLE TIMD TC PERMIT THANSKYTTAL.

l~Bureau

2~liaw York _
1-Sewr e ey DTN
l-latoratory AL m LT e IEn

G



S .
June 3, 1937
R ‘.R'REG(‘)B.DED 62-43190"’ 3 3 ;. ST, TR o
Special Agent mch-rzu. e e e

RERR Icw!ork, New Yorke S % L D b
A Eomr - £ S im—*‘ e
BT S Rei nr.hip Hindoubu:m a o
LT ) B . Government Rourratinn lh.tm. Ny

. ' Dearsir: . . - " TN T T e '
! % " :.' . L v "'..'. ‘.'.7
There is transmitied herewith the laboratory report
covering the examination of specimens submitted by your office

in connection w1th the above entltled matter and recewed :Ln a
tha Bureau June 1, 1937,

Very truly yours,

B! ) uﬁ”f“TNED John Edgar Hooyer, ‘
) - on Cunrll ™ 4 .. = Director. - .
T L) T . :

]
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. Enclosure: 1015101
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' Chemiecl .xaninatiun' of m;- p!.ocoa of -m ﬂhelsud

no widcma of mitrute, Further examination wo3 conducted for
of altrites, shich wuder oartein conditions is the

ths
doeo-poniti.ua product of ui.tnm, wut ths latter ml.tnnt.i_on _
R n.ho umm iiid-falf. :
" /i ’ T npaut.o mort uﬁ. be onb-ltt.ed ecnrhz the m&u-
e tioa of the photogrepbs. | Y :
e e *\(/ T 1, / 3
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Federal Bureau of Inuestination

Wnited Btates Bepartment of Justice

936 Raymond-Commerce Building
Newark, New Jersey

June 10, 1937.

Director, ;
Federal Buresu of Investigation,
Washington, D. C. p
ATTENTION: TECENICAL LABORATORY
Re; AIRSHIFP
GOVERNMENT RESERVATION MATTER.
Dear bir:

With reference to the request set out in your
letter of Jume L, 1937 there is being transmitted under
separate ooverrthe originel ocast of the footprint pre-
viously submitted to the Bureau in life size photograph.

An examination of the original cast may be
of assistance in deciphering the numbered area referred

to-

Very truly yours,

W . Fireraacy,

W. S. DEVEREAX, FIN
LFM:RBT Special Agent 1n Charge.
¢c = Bureau
70-15

RECORDED

f,LW( X
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

T
-

.

Laboratory Report

Case: Airship Hindenburg; Number:  62-48190-35

Government Reservation Matter,

' Original of 62-48190-24 Q18 now being submitted; photograph

Specimens:
previcusly submitted.

Examination requested by: Newark

Date received: _ 6-14=37 £t 10 am

Examination requested: Footprint

Result of examination: Examination by: —

\Df‘\(/
9'/(“9% CoX wromam e TION conTATIED
Bt 2ot 20 c TR IAD
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Federal Bureau of Inuestigation -

Wnited Btates Bepartment of Justice
936 Reymond-Cormerce Bullding,
Newark, New Jersey.

June 10, 1937.

Director, . "LL INe

:¥ - u\?"" &qbl - » / K
Federal Bureau of Investigation, ".7-51- q.« ‘-.’ZD-Q
Washington, D. C. {;‘ i

&L

| RE: AIRSHIP HINDENBURG;
- ?,'\ , GOVERNMENT RESERVATION MATTER,

Dear Sir:

~f \J\b In response to the request of the Board of Inquiry
/ of the Department of Commerce to ascertain the identity and back-

grourd of Joseph{Spaeh which has previously been set out as
Josep{ Spach, which request was called to the attention

of the' Bureau on Me.v 21, 1937 bty letter, the following informa-
tion is submitt

<77 ,&,f.::,/f-’. pad

;.T\:r
* -
Cop Y o .. j RIS ¥ ; r""--
i£3 DesTRoypp) - L
30, ocr e DA S
PRI L1 § 1954 O A R RaP LA Bt
.}‘(-4?"’-‘ vt //f/ ‘7 A - ) '»___,c-‘ ‘ }
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET

Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following atatements, where
indicated, explain this deletion.

Deleted under exemption(s) b WQ.' \Dﬁ\o with no segregable
material available for release to you.

Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request.
Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only.

Documents originated with another Government agency(ies). These documents were referred to that
agency(ies) for review and direct response to you,

Pages contain information furnished by another Government agency(ies). You will be advised by the FBI as
to the releasability of this information following our consultation with the other agency(ies).

Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s):

For your information:

The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pa es:

(L MOV Bl RhRL Qe

XXXXXXEXXXXXXXXXAXX
-~ g DELETED PAGE®S) 3

7 o~

NO DUPLICATION FEE §

FOR THIS PAGE X
XXXXXXXXX

FBI/D0OJ

Na\t



A N s civ by B

S oW

[ R T IRy

* », .
”»

e . . . A
S W

The above irnvestipgation was conducted by Specisl]l Agent
Lee F. ¥alons of the Newark Field Office. It is suggested that

as the Board of Inquiry of the Depariment of Commerce, headed by
South Trimble, is now in Washington, D. C. compiling their report
with reference to the destruction of the airship Hindenburg, that
the above information be conveyed to them for the purpose of de-
termining whether they desire any further investigation to be con-
ducted as to Joseph Spash.

- It is noted, for the information of the Bureau, that
although a request for an investigation of Joseph Spaeh was mede
by Commander Rosendahl, U. S. Navy, he conveyed this request as a
representative of the Board of Ingquiry of the Department of Commerce,
and the Board of Inquiry is the proper authority to pass on eny
further investigation with reference to Joseph Spaeh. However,
Canmander Rosendahl will be comtacted in the near future with ref-

oo b e P -
bV Lk, wO o

...... Ph R T R | b | PRy Y. 1 FN

B P .. 5. e F e ol 2 o la - -~ e
CIrellive v AUUL VLIVIIR] 198UD WIILLGIL 8l 9 vu bﬂ s'v.xer:'cd

out in Buresu letter of June 3, 1937,

Very truly yours,

0, A, Kesniar0

W, S. DEVEREAUX,
Speciel Agent in Cherge,

70-15
Enc.=-1

<+
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET

Jl_ Page{s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where
indicated, explain this deletion.

[Xl Deleted under exemption(s) bq L .T\Cau‘ﬂ D with no Begregable
material available for release to you.

Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request.
[nformation pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only.

[J Documents originated with another Government agency(ies). These documents were referred to that
agency(ies) for review and direct response to you.

Pages contain information furnished by another Government agency(ies). You will be advised by the FBI as
to the releasability of this information following our consultation with the other agency(ies).

Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s):
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desires further investigation rqu-ung

I woulé appreciate atvies s uvhthr ih !oarl ¢ m : ool
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g]'ehzrgl Burenr of glnhmhgatmn | \ ‘
M. 8. Bepartment of Justice

936 Reaymond-Commerce Bulld ing
Newark, New Jorsey

June 11, 1937,

-y . e
1

{3 Director, \
Federal Bureau of Investigation, \
Washington,B. C. \ :

O_/ ATTENTIONs TECHNICAL LABORATORY
Dear Sir:

I am transmitting herewith original
exeouted Government Bill of Lading #J-82913

2

= o which covgrs the shipment of a plaster of paris
e cast of effootprint taken at Lakehurst, New

7 e Jersey in ‘connection with the case untitled
P« AIRSHIPOHINDE‘JBUH} GOVERNMENT RESERVATION

£ MATTER,

oo .

B Very truly yours,

b

o

A g w 'S. DEVEREATX,

g = WSD(RBT Specisl Agent 1n Charge.
Qa2 ec - Bureau

@ =g Enol. 1

o

m 1]
H__,_,,y-:-qj.'"«\ 'I .JD
-w -'11’-:‘:1»-4-_.1:..‘1,_.;1‘ B
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JOHN EDGAR HOOVER \.\. l’ 3 : \ -
DIRECTOR S e - ~ __) B
Federal Burean of Investinntion * _ o
¥nited Ftates Bepartment of Fustice S
Washington, D, ¢. ‘
EAT: T B June ll, 19370
Time - 3340 P. M. : o e
MEMORARDUM FOR JHE DIRECIOR -

I telephoned the ¥Washington Field Office and inquired of Speclal

’j ~ Agent Hickey a8 to the commitments of Agent Louis Loebl.

T ~7 * Mr. Hickey stated that Agen! Loebl was not working on anything

7  pspecial and I told Agent Hickey that T desired Agent Loebl to go

over to the Department of Commerce for the purpose of interviewing

: Mr. South Trimble. I informed Agent Hickey that Mr. Trimble desired
an Agent to look over the material in their files with reference

- to t.heoﬂindenburg disaster in order to determine if t.hey have any
information of interest to the Buresu. ,

¥r. Hickey said that Agent Loebl would be designated to do thie.

I}‘-T"\ﬁ I'q'f”- 1 "\\T C“!m' II:@

:” bR TGLA T D ‘
Q—Jc.—ﬂ meﬁhw
RO |\ N - #£9190° 37 |
FRLoRAc Lo U 0GR F L0 IGAVION
l SN 14 18075
I T
s ’:}" i
i | Sc“.iw_, oL
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Jume 11, 1937,

JEE s CEX

ma a Mdﬁh,lr-.!oﬂdtutnﬁuﬂmuhm
h‘lcphoncdudmtod that 1t echtiection with the Windanburg dhuhrthm
were soms letters in their £ile which had not beem turnsd over to the
Bucauagcnutolmkmmlr.!ﬂ.ﬁhmldm.mamqmtm
cnrandgomuoﬂhhmmﬁwomm‘orﬂluinu;
ﬁathomldl&ahhuo&ewmwutmmhm
ofﬂ.uo. Imindhinthattmldhnuunttbm tntho-orn!u

N | k-

\k' BER Ir. Trisble rurthcr statodlh-t I.u oonnection with g,lu
aharo matter & man haz zade seie fantastic scousations of some high
government officials incl some men in the Bureanjthat this man h
- 8 30=called decoder of theRed network and his socusstiors izvolved - -- .=
charges of narcotic and White Slave Traffic violations and Nr. Trizble
would like to have an agert comne over and it in on zn interview with
thiz can to see 1f there is axything to hie charges. He estated thot
altho.gh the charge: are fantartic, yet be is a pretty shrewd individual,
He 2tated he would let the Bureau know when this men, sho 1is in Kew York,
would be here. 1 adviged him to sall B¢ or lr. !'., if I were not hor., Lo
-ndannpntmldbomtovar.\ e
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OFrice OfF DirgcToR - 70 . sr. Seughmen
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION _ - ' . in tlass -
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE ~ war. Cottey
S T - o wr. Daweey
. o -Inuq___;__.
Record of Telephune Call or V|$|tor [P
N N Mr, Riavin
Y—  Jwmell gy, -

- ) . Mr. Joseph :

-véffiﬂ r':;‘ ) M. Rioinkaut_______
;#@ 3.09 . R ] N Wr. Lester_ _
So i : M. Michels

Name uthITrimble, Jro Solicitor —_—
’ w for the Commerce Dept. tele. 74,

Referred to

Ioekaits:
% .

\ ¥ren e.dvised the Director was not in as yet,
he asked that the Director call him when he came in.cek

Miss Candy

.
\‘ Al Tﬁ*qD”'T‘uN CONTA;N&D ‘
¢ f‘ixfmx I3, UG ASSIFIED o
A DATEQ- 16 -€L_ B -
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The exemination of the photograph and originsl negative

- 2 black mark appesring in the photograph on the extrese - -
1eft and above the sky line is found to be a scratch or abrasion s
the Mu“ 1oL, 7 no oI e e TR : S S

T 'L-\zé'né. e ) R Sl ‘f::-"." W J ie s -"-".'T-‘,‘.'-.w;r: i i
o 577N __M33 of whe originaliwridence, consisting of
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“7 . NMiss stte of tha(Bureau of Alyr Gomerce called 'by t.ale;:bone PR
to induire concerning the identity of the Agents of the Buream who ...~ _

wexﬂa.ssigned to observe the investigation being conducted into

thd-Hindegburg disaster. I informed Miss DeNetis that I eould

not recall the names of these Agents. She stated that their
records indicated that they were Mesars. Devereaux and Vetterli.
I then affirmed the fact that these were the men assigned in this

{

.J-i--;..\‘

g A capacity, snd she inquired as to how they might be contacted.

7 { T explained to Miss DeNette that the Bureau Agents are moving

: about considerably, and that if there was any information which

the Department of Commerce wanted from these men, it should be
| requested by letter addressed to the Director here in Washington.
i .

Respectfully,
a
| E. A, TAMM.
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