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Attached hereto is phot.ostatié material concern—
ing the captioned matter obtained by the Washington Field

Office from the files of nalter-Steele of thé National
Republic Magazine, This material was made available gratu-

e itously by Mr. Steele and was forwarded to the Bureay by
et letter from the Washington Field Office dated August 27,
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These Friends Join with the School in Calling Your Attention to a Program for
Democracy Which is Hastening the Winning of the War and Making Greater

the Likelihood of a Just and Lasting Peace

Mzrs. Freaxor RooseverT
Mkrks. Huco Birack
Mrs. Mary T. NorTton

Chairman, Committee on Labor,
House of Representatives

Miss Hirpa SmiTh
. Consultant on Labor Education,
Federal Works Avency
Einert D. THOMAS

Chairman, Committce on Education and Labor,
U. S Scnate

Crirrorp ‘Durr
Federai Communications Commission

Virginta Dure
National! Committee to Abolish the Poll Tax

Rocer Baipwin
A F o TS B B rdime T
OANMICTICATT WIVvHE LIWTUES L
o
James B Carey
Sccretary, C. 1. O.

Mzs. ErneL Cuype, Huntington New York

wr.. ... O M™__ ___ ___ . P SR,
VWILLIAM I' \JULH.RAN Ddl[lHlUIC

Georce Epwarps
Member City Council, Detroit

Mzs. Epith Fierp, New York City

Ne Tnrwap (1o
LR, WEQRGE UUEST

Past President, Soc:ety for Pediatric Research

L 3

Mrs. Harry M. Gersnon, Atlanta

Frank P. Granam
President, University of North Carolina

A. D. HENDERSON

President, Antioch College
Dr. Litian ' W. Jonnson, Memphis
Charires S. Jonnsox, Fisk University
MarcareTr Lamont, New York City

GEORGE MARSHALL
National Federation for Constitutional Liberties

Mrs. GEorGE MarsHALL

WiLma McFARLAND
Editor, CHILD LIFE

Carey McWiLLIAMS

Chief, Division of Immigration and Housing,

[T
diiTOTTtid

Yucy Spracur MiTcHELL .
Banmet School
ReinHOL EIBUHR
Union Theological Seminary

G. PatTON
ident, National Farmers Union

MicHAEL\QTRAIGHT, Washington

Arva W. TayrLor, Nashville

Mrs. HELen W. WiLson, Bethesda, Md.
GeorGe N, AYHEW Vanderbilt University

Mary DuBLiN % Xﬁ' ¢, Washington, D. C.
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WIGHLIGITS OF TEN YEARS IN THE NEW INDESTRIAL SOUTH

1832 School opens its doors in November on 4Q-acre mountain farm. @ Classes are held for
people of Summerficld community. ® Beginning of ten-year program in home area.

19833 First series of annual residence terms for union leaders. ® Field program begins with
assistance to striking coal miners at Wilder, Tennessee.

1934 Library begins sending packages of books to union halls. ® Field program in Knoxville,

¢ Founding meeting of FELLOWSHIP OF SOUTHERN CHURCHMEN held at school.

1935 Staff and students tour southern cities with program of labor plays, puppets, songs. @
ALL-SOUTHERN CONFERENCE FOR CIVIL AND TRADE UNION RIGHTS held at
school: first conference of the kind in the south. @ Cooperative farm garden and cannery begun in
® S:udy groups in Chattanooga for hosiery and textile workers. :

Culidewinty

1836 TVA outlines reforestation plan for school. ® School broadcasts to England, via BBC,
program of ballads, workers’ songs, stories, dances. )

1837 Making of "PEOPLE OF THE CUMBERLANDS,” film on the work of the school.

® Stafi members loaned for textile and shirt-workers organizing drive.

18938 First annual work camp for college students, conducted jointly with Friends Service Com-
mitree: community improvement work combined with study of the south. ® School organizes
Grundy County Political Conference, which succeeds in electing labor candidates. ®  School assists
in setting up the SOUTHERN CONFERENCE FOR HUMAN WELFARE.

1838 First of yearly workshops for student writers, to focus creative talent on southern problems.
@ Music dircctor edits “"LABOR SONGS™ for Textile Workers and leads mass singing at union’'s
razional convention. @  Anti-poll tax case started in name of Henry Pirtle of Grundy County.

1940 Mrs Roosevelt meets with staff-and students at Chattanooga and gives annual scholarship at
school {or worker student. @ Summer work camp builds pottery kiln for Summerfield Cooperative.
& Workers' cducation conference held for Business and Professional, and Industrial Y. W. C. A.

Secretaries.

1494} el programs in New Orleans, Memphis, €linton, Tennessce. @  Stafl teachers are discus-
sion leaders in United Auto Workers' first soutbern educational conference. @ Traveling library

arculates a thousand books in Grundy County.

1949 Third and fourth Junior Union Camps for children of rural and industrial workers. @ Pub-
lication of “UNDERSTANDING UNIONISM," an analysis of year long field program in New
Orleans. ® Founding of research department to service organizers, unions, Highlander alumni.

® Completion of 18th regular residence term for union students.

RN

A T e T T
XY o

LA
T
- .

&




SUVRY et

K- 4% X

PR EALER $AL

ERE T
[ B0

Ny -

L A0 o2 Sy

g2

-
==

& AN UP AND COMING DEMOCRACY is not possible with only supine, uncritical carrying out

of orders from above; a democracy demands full awareness from all people concerned and full exer-
cise, by all, of the rights of citizenship, Willingness for sacrifice will be common only if there is
common confidence that the benefits of the future will not be restricted. Realistic education of
group leaders will produce intelligent, responsible group action. Therein is assured democracy’s
prescrvation and growth.

@ For ten years HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHODL ac Monteagle, Tennessee, has been carrying on a
training program for leaders that has tangibly extended economic and political democracy in the

[T gV 11}‘\
UL

reasons and objectives, making more certain the creation of a better future for the common man.

T{)da‘)' {h[‘:‘t program }'5 jnc!‘easv}g r"\o ylalr“ n( f}'\o mnfl\ 5 pfnr‘nr‘finn Ilnpc r'l:ir!{\nng fl’\p war

@ FROM THE VERY BEGINNING che schoot's teaching was limited to the immediate neede and

interests of the students.

. » Jiscussion class in child psychology grew out of problems facing community parents.

.

mal “inspection of some European snapshots: the

A class in cultural geography came from infor

Tennessee mountain folk, many of them rare travelers even to so near a city as Chattanooga, found
their own customs and conditions full of meaning when contrasted with those of foreign peoples.

™ - ssion of the Presidential election paved the way for a class in political analysis, with study
of the pol! tax as it affected class members. the south, the nation.

Teachere and students traveled to observe first hand a bitter strike in the coal fields.

The handerafts native to the region were revived and stimulated: cha’'t making, whittling, pot-
torv, ot meking. A cooperative farm garden was started.  Unions were formed among the timber
sutte s and 1oad workers.  The workers studied the principles and techniques of unionism, learned
of their opportunities and rights restored by the New Deal.  Fducation for use, for action,

& THE SCROOL HAD A HARD BEGIHNING., Gradually, through the efforts of Reinhold Nei-

huhr, Alva Tayvlor, Sherwood Eddy, Frank Graham, people hegan to hear of it. Financial sipport
in-reased until  contributions werg'
someng from all over the country.
Seme were large; most small —a
207 - fve, ten, twenty. The school
-+ .. then, and has continued to be,
vie v ouve expression of its contrib-
utors’ creative ideals.
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cral-educational projects in A en'ca,“
wrote John Dewey.

LR)

slier Rautenstrauch, noted in-
uu-ttai vngineer: '] have found two
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factors working for advancement in

the Tennessee Valley area
woh the TV A thiz cectinn’e nhue-

through the TV A this section’s phys
ical capital is being developed; the
Highlander Folk School is building up
the social capital. The educational
movements of the Government and of
the Highlander Folk School are laying
the foundation for a higher type of
civilization and a greater culture than
‘this nation has ever seen.”

@ TUt SCROOL'S WORK in its home community gave it a lasting relationship with the people.
The rapid expansion of the southern labor movement took staff members into the field as teachers
and oreanizers.  Students continued to come for training periods of two, four, six weeks. But now,
between these sessions, the school sent its teachers, books, and charts to Knoxville, Louisville, Mem-
phig, Alcoa, New Orleans, .

These field programs meant a tremendous increase in students, Last year, for example, 475
voring men and women were enrolled in Highlander classes. Ninety-three per cent were active union
owohoves orecidents, stewards, committeemen, secretaries, business agents, organizers. Today High-
fondor alumoi are to be found everywhere in the south’s industrial war effort—key fighters not only

.. batte fur production now, but in the long term movement toward a more perfect industrial
JUmGCTacy.

7o PIEHLANDER FOLK SGHOOL and ies NATIOWAL SPONSORING GOMIMITTEE feel thae

t o~ ooee achievement of age is not important.  There is constantly increasing demand for the serv-

ioes winch the school is uniquely equipped to render. Ten years of experiment have proved the

L]
1. s (‘;‘: L. s '\\.‘f}u 1- rh.: ~ert: nnf\r nr Yoo 111‘: l 21 unare nr n |1'U “\ ave ‘\rnnn]‘\f Ly 1110 onr“nrep-
? ok Ty vAIC LRI LAl y U TESMLS, Akl yraio Ul aclivity nave Ly wwalll CLaUUI 7 .

~etand surrort in 3H brarches of labor.  Highlander faces today and tomorrow hopefully, confident
“rograi is more than'cvw o 2ntial. At present it cannot meet the growing demands of the
. >t more {unds.  Will you help the school with your moral and financial support?

[ e v — — rr—re— — — S— -I

‘ vt join the liberal-minded citizens above in supporth one of America’s most important
1 for democratic education, Pleas tm [cash donation} ¢ $ I
Tonc C i S€ ACCEPL MY ~ 3 37 2 07 P eemeaen
o ¢ 1 ¥ case dccept my \pledge } of
{, ‘ieass send me further information about the school [] |
) i . LN
T AT e et Address............. o 54\,{..&.}.':“:%9 ................... |
3 <o . . ‘ - b T AL e 1 8
1 Gty and Stare... 2SN e —— RERIET: LN
I .|-

/ MawL 10 Z«I,Ltréu\ éiﬂ ;TREASURER HIGHLANDER OIXL&%JQOOIL\ MR I

AGLE, TENNESSEE
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LI Decosber 7, 1942

842, Knoxville

’\. ’
RE1 MICHLANDRR POLK SCHOOK;
INTZAVAL SBIRILCY - 0.

Denr Siri

Kinily refer to my letter of Octobar as,
1943, wnd edvise By return ac1l whet gotion ¥®a hove

token in complimnce with ay reguests sontaired there-
in, ‘ :

Yours truly,

S ' John Bigar Fosver
Tt g 4 : Direator
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Form No. 1

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT KI{OXVILLE, TE/NESSEE

FIL-E NO.

61=-34

REFORT MADE AT

IEIPIIS, 'TINESSEE

PERIOD FOR
WHICH A DIE

11-18 21 ,25=L

DATE WHEN MADE

12-3-42 -

REFPORT MADE BY

b

FLV

TITLE

QJGIILAI DER FOLK SCHOOL

CH.AR.ACT“. OF CASE

DI

LNAL S“CURITY -C

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS:

< 7C -

B e I T ol I
e e ek sy

ST neliner have

Aanzricans

wvas the opinion of

B )
-

Investigation at MNashville, Tennessee , fails to
reflect any indication of

organization is reported to have-been loste Very
1ittle activity reported at the Tenth Anniversary
celebration of Highlander Folk School
Tennessee, on October 25, 19/2. A

- TG -
L~
T'eport of Special Alent
Cctoter 22, 1942, at llemphis, :ennecsce
Letter from the Kno:ville Field Division to llemplis
Tield Division, dated November 26, 1942
TIHIESSIE

AT VASITIIR,

iden w__led thenzelves with eny Commmnist organizztio : ;
,hat. both ‘_"ld wrere loyal - .
and f;‘ee iron any Comrmnist ac u"V'ItLES or .11es. b

n‘a' e

"\i

hose identity has Leen

have long been associated with the above institu—y
+ions and to hls lmowled;e have never been connzcied vith any Comrmnist novenents

Comrmnistic activities or
sympathies,on the part of #or
* American Legion iile on subject

held at lontea

CCINEORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

NSe ..t

It
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N

APFROVEDWNI
__FORWARD

SPECIAL AGENT
IN CHARGE
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that the file regarding Highlander Folk School compiled by the cormittee
of the American Lesion for the State of Tennessee, had been turned over
of the dm>rican Legion, ' :

¥ s T o )
s } : R
S e - CT3can Legion D or the Stase
R of Tennescee, vwas conlacted recarding the aforementioned file, andq
S 2avised that tidis file had been misplaced, and althoush he had made severa
attenpts Lo locate it, he had met with negative resulis; however, he indi-

that the file vas ouitmoded and conlained very litile inforaziion sub-

cated tha

g cenvent to 1939,
Ty Special Aent (A) and at that time, a list was furmisted
to Arent of those persons vwho had atiended the Tenth Anniversary
Selebration o! the Hiznlander Folk School, held at lonteagle, Tennessee, on
. Sunday, Octover 25, 1942, Tidis list is veing retained in the files of this
ey ol fice. reported that there was very little activity of interest during
b the celebration, and that no speeches or addresses were made, except one
by Dre ALVA VieXTAYLOZ of Nashville, Tennessee, this addr-ss beinr very little
mcre than a sermon,

Turther informed that he had learned that the Evtension
by the Highlander Folk School, is presently in Ailanta,



Georgia, and expected to remain there *or a period of flve or six mpnths.

Reference leuter of W. A. }URPHY, Special Agent in Charge,

Ynorville, Tennessee Field Division, dated November 26, 1942, advises

tnat after reviewing the file of instant organization, the Bureau has

ctated thet further active investigation of this school is not warranted,
andd that outstanding leads should be covered immediately, in order that

ihis matter may be brought to a logical conclusion.

In view of the abov: facts, no further investiration is
templated in this case, and it is being referred upon completion to the

Cout
office of origin; however, the Bureau will be kept currently advised of
any change in the conirol or policy of this school which might indicate
its comection with subversive activities. _ ‘
v ‘ o -
! REFERSD UPON COIPLETION TO THE OFF T0E OF ORIGIH
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B _‘:'i__'\f_‘;i , Frderal Bureau of Festi

Hnited Btates Department of Iustice
Knoxville, Tennessee
December L., 1542

Jirector
Federsl Buresu of Investipation -
~ashington, D, C. 71185
[
. HIGHLANDZR FOLX SCHOOL
INTZRNAL SECURITY - C
Lear 3ir:

feference is made to the Bureau letters
of Octebar 23, 1S42 and of December 7, 19L2, 61-7511.

This is to advise that in 2ccordance wath
durezu instiructions, the file of this case was reviewsd, at which
time it was ascert2ined that there were cutstanding leads for the
Bzltizcre, Boston, Chicago and New Orlesns Field Divisions. On
Roverber 26, 1942 e latter was directed to these offices requesting
that this cese receive immediate attention in order’ that it might
b2 brouzht to = logical conclusion. Arranzsments have also beaaen made
meroby current literzture of the nghlﬂnder Folk School will be
rzceived by the Knoxville Field Zivision,

It is anticireted that upon recaipt of

Y reports covering the outstanding leads in this case, the file will
i ve carried in 2z closed sistus, snd information furnished to the

X ~ Zuaresu regarding current activities from time to time.

rﬂgl shere is being enclosed herewith a mimeo-
@féy. graphad sheet sntiilsd "lss2arch Department, Highlender Folk Zchool,®
waich 1s self-sxplenatory. -
L 1'! Yours truly,
ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED \
VIS UNCLASSIFIED W. A, LURPAY 77
TE__ Q’)q/i{ BY 5,'0& ol I Cpecial Agent in Clerze
o d-g&n //.-,-’7 «///9’
1-12 DESTROYE ooy b= —/7 "
Znclos ureL,U*'m; APR 0 1961 o : F . ‘
.“ _ 11 DEG 15,147
i
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- HGHANDR PO SCHODL

o 71188
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To meet the responsibilities placed upon 1t by the wary
Highlander Folk School recently set up a Research department
for its elumni, organizers end union members in the South.
The purpose of this Research Department is to put out material
with interpretative information on labor legislation end
government agencies in pamphlet and outline form; to serve as
« news exchange senter between different locals; and to contact
union officiels and union members individually about some of
their ¢wn problems as affected by the war. E

g@%&ﬁ@: _ -~ VWe have just published a short pamphlet on labor-management -
"*“f"*ﬂ? : committees. Its real velua is demonstreted by the enthusiastic

: E response we are receiving from both government officials and

) ;_ = union membters. Mr, Reginald Reymond, War Production PBowrd,

RV wrote us, *Your pamphlet on production committees is deeply
L<u\ appreciated, It is frank and cogent.® ) '
L N - : .

A district.dircctor of the United Stoel Workers, ordering
~g numter of coplies, wrote, *(Your booklet) contains excellent
materiazl and I believe it will be of great value to ug.

Upon genoral request, we are now sending out simplified . -
oherts ond outlines on government agencles of Importance to laebor,
. . on which unions are or con be represented---outlining the steps
. 3 thot should be tokon to obtain labor representation, To these
Tho cctivitios we plen to add the mailing of up-to-the-minute '
newsletters to those who request our services, o8 well os to
our extension workers and educstors in the field.

e

The Resecrch Department is Highlonder's latest development.
Its successful beginning encourages us to build up o research -

" ALLINFORMATION CONTAINED
. HEREINIS UNCLASSIFIED

| e OATE QR /et BY Sarylay
B .,A ;_ _ ) Jzﬂfﬁgiz ‘

gservice can 0cll nt ony time.
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gederal Burean of Inveslganon

Knoxville, Tennessee

Hnited Btates Brpartment of Fustice 3 .
Januery 29, 1943

Director, FBI

HIGHLAYDER FOLKX SCHOOL
INTEZRHAL SECURITY - C

Dear Sirz

In compliance with the Bureauts desires as
expressed by letter of December 7, 1942, 61-7511, the
auwdliary offices receiving copies of.this letter are re-
quested to complete pending investigation and submit RUC
rerorts in the imnediate future in order that this case
may be brought to & logical conclusion,

Very truly yours, .

W, A. MURPHY, SA

VALLIAT
61-12 '
CC - Louisville

Baliimore

Boston ALL INFORM/‘\T!ON CONTIH.INED

Giece  REREINIS UNCLASSIFIED
’ DATE .2 BY S
(QCAJ S¢



k]
4

L ran ATION CONTAINED

Federal Bureau of Inuestination
Hnited Btates Department of Instice

633 Federal Building
Louisville, Kentucky

February 12, 1943

Lirector, F.B.I.

)
RE: HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHCOL
IWTERMAL SECURITY - C

Dear Sir:

In connection with an investication of the above cap-
tioned institution, Knoxville, origin, it was ascertained as
result of interviews with two individuals who attended the ngh—
Lander Folk School, summer session in Septenber, 1942, that re-
zarks had been made by some of the instructors at this school to
e elfect that rs. Fpanklin D, Rooszvelt was a contributor to
the scnool.
acdvised it was ctated in class that .rs. Roos=zvelt contributed
to the school and would be in attendance on the last day of se°51oﬁ
Aoril 13, 1942.

acdviged writer on
andary «v, 1943 in an interview to ascertain informctien concern-
ing sutject organization that Mrs. Roosevelt offers & 5100 scholar-
ship for subject organization each year.

Very truly yours,

CERDN :“ u:,CLAssmcD . W /{lw
oait i BYBY 75< HERBEHT K. NOSS
J Special Agent in Charge
o > /7
61-42 RECORDEY, é / -
_— &

"FEyICTORY] INpevgy |

!n:ﬂ Lokuag DERTROYED ?D/ a I

l i . T

#8APR 25 1961

e 7%

/s



. FEDERAL BURE&U OF INVESTISATION

kY
.

ORIGIN: K:OXVILLE, TEJESSES - -~ + = LVLE. FILE 61-42
Louisville, Ky. 2-13-43 10-14-42-1-22, )
- :{*/’ ;23325,26;27-10,3 / 7 : '
P T
"' HIGHLAXDER FOLK SChOOL . INTERZAL SECURITY - €

SYNCrSIs: Sroup of Louisville labor union nembers attended session
g of Highlander Folk School September, 1942 at Monteagle,
Tennessee. HILES HORTC. recruited these students on his
:’Ggﬂi\;c‘nﬂflﬂfﬂ' OFF 4 visit to Louisville in summer of 1942, Interviews with
K YT these union members reflected the general opinion that
kd‘L{PiN ¥t the subject orgaaization it dominated by Ci0 infiuencs.
. and teaches racdicalism similap if not identical with ”

Communism. dames of teschers =nd labor orgsnizzirs who
it visited subiect school ars set forti. otebook addresses {?

sct Torth for ianferuzation o
oliiccS. Residente of lioateagle, Tennzssee distrust

subjsct orgenizatica. Local CIC Financial Sserutary at
Lealsville favorably imorassed by subject orgsnizetion.

- RUC - ‘

SR srrizs ¢ Ruport of Speeiel ..ent Co | J D c2teo October

1942 at Knoxville, Tenaescec,

8]

2, &I

2

..

BT L1105 Ir. rafercnced report the names of severel leesl union maa-
birs vwer: sot forth indiesting that they hrd atiendsd the

RO DLETReY vep & gumncr sessicn of the Highlander Folk School »t llenteag cle,
T , - Ternessee from Sgpteuber 1 to Ssptesber 13, 1242.
KRR £ A0 25 1551 - P
o S U S —_ RN
o _ diaﬂU,ED a0 — ‘
: —
" ‘i e \.‘ SETEN D.AD %/ 2“@‘ = / Ty f - i %
R ;o
s EEET dgy /- 7511
1 * I Ty
i rean /
2 - Knexvilic o Bhememed
2 - dew York ‘ N, O ”\ - & Lo
1 - Cleveland(Info) ';f SR ot e ) INDEXTT
1 - Birmingham {Info) o4 \ }J WY fg.u‘@fjf{. '
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B r,.mh- mr‘fﬁﬂ Field Division. No criminal record.

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

porm o, 1 CONFIDENTIAL

THis case omeinaTED AT KNOXVILLE, TENNESSEE FLE No. 10U=1878

REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE ;K’:?.ICOHD:OAE‘ REFORT MADE BY [7 c/ -

Baltimors, Maryland 2-23-43 10063 | S $~
TITLE CHARACTER OF CAKE T

" HICHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL {iv, g e, - o INTERNAL SECURITY = C

&R X ""3‘:; e s
5YNOPSIS OF FACTS: Iovastigation reficcls o2 A4
not presently engaged j
- prreret S o st Party activities in the Baltimore

ALY TITCRRATION prmrs Ty
PIRFIZ ISIE A< 71zp
= RO e IXCEPT WRERE SEORY

EYFEREECE: Report of Special Agent
Knoxville, Tennessee.
Report of Special Agent
Baltimore, Maryland.

dated December 30, 1941, at
dated March 21, 1542, at

DETAILSS

A check of the indieces of this office, of the Baltimore City

Directory, the telephone directory, and a review of the known meabers of the
Gonmnist Party, were negative in msulh

A Toview of the rocords of the Baltimore Police Department- reflected
nd inforration.

L ‘.‘ '.‘ . P
<% DLYTROYFRL  REFERAED UPON COMPLETION 70 THE OFFICE OF onmm -
rR 25 ]UL] o '

""Kr';r"-zl‘ \Eur::nu m SraciAL AaBir ]

~ v AR . WLIIVW ~ - — =
’—1 Bureau ’-ﬁ b

[ \2 Knoxville 'C’J / ‘_3,‘,,;;._;_.;
w 2 ~ Baltimore ' L
‘ .
|

E O Wht 2 s war-‘r NTIAL ~

-/-v—--m e ome 73084
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< - al Bureay of Inuestioal

Mnited Btates Department of Iustice

Knoxville, Tennessee
March 15, 1943

Director, FEI

Re: C%IGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL
INTERNAL SECURITY = C

Dear Sir: - .

Reference is made to Knoxville letter to the
Bureau dated January 29, 191;3,, indicating that a closing report in
the above-captioned matter would be submitted as soon as all out-
standing leads are covered.

This is to advise that the offices receiving
copies of this letter still have undeveloped leads in this case
outstanding. As soon as these leads are covered, a closing report
will be submitted.

.

BRI

o |
| (‘1

Very truly yours,

W. A. MURPHY, SAC

*

':"

iy
- ..'—-i"i'k M.-.-a‘--i‘?’d*"

L Xh
1-12
o0 - Sosten ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
oo orteans  HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

DATE 259/54 Bviaﬁ@
: A I

RECORDED
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF lNVESTlGATION

Form No. 1

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT KNOXVILLE, TLRTESSEE FILE NO. 100-1288

REPFPODRT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE mlcoﬂnm REFORT MADE BY g C/
YEJ ORLEANS, LA, 5-6-43 5-2,22,23, 24-47
MR - ) CHARACTER OF CASE

OﬂG}Eﬁ‘P}‘R TOLESGEoL - - | nmm. SEBURITI ¢

B & —
4 ¢

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: Namgs checked ageinst New Orleans Field
indices wil nezative results, except

e

but who is not
belleved 1O be engeged in Communist or
o subversive activities, Highlander Folk -
ST s School extension courses last conduc
o o o e e par ot 1os2 AL INFORMATION CONTA!NEU
| s HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED
DATE 154 BY: 5?25’(5:%9‘2
Repoft of Special Agent

1941 at Xnoxville, Tennessee,
Report of Special Agent

L1

ated December 30, Jar

X f N

t
|
b
(9
L2j

dated February

13, 1943 at Louisville, hontuck e
i\ _ Report of Special Agent entitled
s ! dated llarch O, at l'ew Orleans, Ipuisiane}_é ne_

IS AT HE. ORLEANS, LOUISTANA:

The following names were checked against the indices of the
14 Division with np.crﬂ'h'l‘va regults: T

in
[+]

ton NiAEDE-D‘: Y o .‘./_.f (/{,7 L"'C‘,“:'N‘&':'m | DO NOT WRITE IN Liese saces
i e / ,.2
. o
. COPIiES OF THIS REFORT

. 5 « Buresau

{ - % - Enoxville
1
2

~ Atlanta (Int)

; 1 r--’._N_gw Orlesg
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THis case omiGINATED AT KNOXVILLE, TENNESSEE riLe N0,  O1-12
REFORT MADE AT OATE WHEN MADNY FERIOD FOR REFORT MADE BY
. . . WHICH MADE o N -
KNOXVILLE, TENNESSEE T3 T=3=-143 WILLIAM A, MURFHY C) AT
TmeEe CHARACTINR OF CASE
HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL INTERNAL SECURITY - C
SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: As leads outstanding in Charlotte and
~ Chicago Field Divisions relate more to
* individual activities on the part of per-
sons previously listed as lecturers and
on mailing llst of Highlander Folk School,
and do not relate tc the activities of the
school itself, investigation being closed,
since there is no proof of Communist con-
trol or domination in the conduct of the
school, although there are many indications
i of liberal if not radical interests in it.
I e
Rl RLTTRENCE: Bureau letter dated 10-23-42, Bureau file
o €1-7511,
/' ™ DsTATIS A review of the cutstanding leads in this case
{ , reflects that thsy relate more to determining
&*‘;{_" 3 the present activities of persons vho at one
time or another may havg been either lecturers or reciplents of corres-
rondencag fron the Hischlendsr Folk School, rather than to any activity on
tha part of the scheool itself., It is cons:.aered that further 1nvast1gation
cof thesz leads is not warranted at this time.
The Charlotte and Chicago Field Divisions
ray ther:lfore RUC their files :Ln eb‘aﬁﬂm 1*0 1nam zacaipt of
. this repcrt,. |N‘F KT Oﬁ CONTKTNE?
CE ,
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DATEA/&&[&L BY SPERTy/CH
.\ AR ARDRD: N i et G e DO NOT WRITE 1N THESE srhdes P T 9 D%,
H N \ cra v Le-ryps A /2 7 | RECORDED
CO‘P]I!OFTHIIRIFO.R"I’ ' .. . ' {' ’Jc;
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The Bureau by letter of , 1927 .:é 7¢-
in reviewing the surmary report of Speclal Agemt Knoxville,
Termmessee, dated Septembar 12, 1942, advised that ¥ concluded that - _

the investigation failad to reflect Commanist control or domination
in the conduct of the Highlander Folk School at Monteagle, Tennessee,
although there are many indications of liberal if not radical interests
in 1it. . :

The Knoxville Field Division will maintain
contact with informants in the vicinity of lionteagle in order to be
kept advised of any change in the contral or pclicy of the school as wsll
as its activities, officers and sponsors.

At & nmseting of ;he Exacutive Council of the
Highlander Folk School held at Monteagle March 28, 14,3, the council
recOgnized that the present struggle to defeat the Axis required the school
to intensify its activities "in behalf of democracy.® The meeting of the
council was rather fully written up in the Highlander Fling, official
publication of the school in the following editorials . _ :

*Merbers discussed the work dome in the Summer-
field Community by the school-—work which continues to have widespread
resulis sven though many of cur nszizhtors have left for the armed services
arnd some have temporarily left the community to work in defense plants.

. The schecl functions as a rural settlement house here in this Cumberland
N cownunlty and as a training school for labor leadsrs in its extension
3 - ctivities.
o >
i\ i Consideration vas givan to proposed recreation

T ' pregrams for Tsnnesses trade unions, Cther subjects discussed included
revival of ths research and publlcations dapartment vhen a suitable pz2rson
can be found to replacs Bilixégkuss, drafted; establishmsnt of a nurssry
school demonstration project, and the settlng up of a naticn-wide Eighlander
Associaticn to provide support for the schoolts activities.

~f
m\zhltloweky reported that mere than §70 of
the necsssary $200 had tesan realized for the Bill PButtrick Yemorial Czbin
- : through the sale of B11§\@4ttrick's pictura Vhen sufficient money is
G ralsed, a cabin for boys will be built in memory of this young HFS teacher,
N who was one of the pionesrs in Southern labor education,

kiss Zhitlowsky also reported thet Maria _
\“ﬁtenzel had made a trip to ¥noxville when CIO unienists held the dedication
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e
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for the remaining two of ilariats murals, These rmurals, co’memorating
the rise of the labor movement, now hang in reg1onal CIO headquart.ers
at Knoxvilie, g . . . ,

Carolyn #inklestein reported that the great
nead of HrFS is direct and substantial union support to implement the work
of the office force in raising funds to carry on the school program.
st its highest efficlency, the office force can only raise monay to egual
one large grant, 4 committee was appointed tc consider this matter.

e ~ Council gepbers were BillACrawford, Paul R,
\¥1;,rlstouher, Jameg" Dombrowski, Xyl orton, Zilphra-«ﬁorton, Alton
wrence, L.arm?:rance, Eva Zhlt.lorws R and Carol; ﬁhnkelstem._

This matter is being closed on the authcrity
of the Special Agent in Charge, A _

- CLOSED =~
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ASSISGANT ATTOANEY GENERAL
SVLY L RMZELQN
BV LgTELa
’ »

BRFERCEY ‘jh .

Dear Ed:

I am enclosing herewith all the ’
material I have received in connection with
Highlander Folk School at Monteagle, Tenn
I mentioned this matter to you in the '

dining room the other day and you were good
enough to offer to loock into it for me.

I would be grateful for any informa-
tion you could give me. Will you kindly
return the enclosed material at your con-
venience,

-
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Assistant Attorney Qenersl David 1. Bazelon . yebruary 21, 19T
Director, FBI ‘ :
e TH- BIOFLARDIR FOLK BCHOOL  ~ © . . S ;

RecoroEe / /_ PSS/ y 2_

peference is made to your request of Mr, Edward A, Tams under -
date of Februery 1k, 19L7, at which time you requested any inforastion
gveilable cencerning the Highlsnder Folk School st kontesgle, Tennessse.
The 1litersture which ycu forwarded with your request was reviewed and
ptotostetic copifes made for the completion of our files.

¥or your further cocnfidential information, I &z enclosing
hereri th 8 mezorendum which suasarizes inforaation contained in our
files concerning the Bighlander Folk School as of Septeaber, 19L2.
. Thera hze been 1o sebsejuent inform:tion received since 19..2 which
: would crange materlally the information c"nt,a.‘.nad in that wmenorandim.

I em returning herewith the libcrature »nich was forwarded
to you bty ths ¥ashington Cozmittee for the Highlander Folk School that

met out censiderable information conc.ornin;, the background snd ac“..ivitiea_-
cf this echool, 2

© :;U
En{.:[os;zra ’ | :__% % }é )
| ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED = € /
- HEREIN | UNCLASalFlED
¥ DATEom/aw BY sﬂzm ) |
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Origin

The Righlander Folk Bchool which is located on the highway bestween
Nonteapgle, Tennesses, and Tracy City, Tennesses, was founded on a plot of land
donated by lillian Johnson, Ph.D. in 1932. Dr. Johnson came to Nonteagle in the
sarly 19z0's at which time she showed a great deal of interest in the community

n' Rumnwﬂ aid Tannasdan whinh 4a 1”.‘&3}‘ WAWY WAL l!nnt-ln’- -nmﬂi allw }h
-"" i W AAMY W " -.“"‘ L 1 'v.‘ 10" .”' r" q

school system and the public health of the cuununity. Shn wag very much intéirested
in and attempted %o help the underprivileged claza of people who reside in Grundy
County, To this end she donated the tract of land which is now used by the

| Blghlander Polk School. The two people she chose to sstablish this school wers

| Myles Horton and Don West. Horton had been tho State Chairman of the Soclalist
Conmittee in Tennessee for the campalgn of 1932, while Don Rast was r-ported to

{ openly state that he was & (cmmunist.

P BV 11 1012k b tﬂ«h‘andnm 'J\‘I’ EALA.-1 danrl mrd 2 aAhanédaw alf
W '““ oy "J“’ Lo '“& WUV WMy W ViRl VUL WA

incorporation under the Code of Tennessee or 1932. rhin charter statas that the
particular purpose for which this charter §s sought is the support of the Righ-
lander Polk School adult education, the training of rural and industrisl leaders,
znd general academic education. The incorporators were LKyles Hortorn, Elizabeth
Hawes, James Doacbrowski, Rupert Hampton, and Halcolm Chisholm.

Early Sponsors

— s a i W

The aschool at 1ts inceptlon was supported by membsrs of the Scclalist
Party of national prominence, including Norasan Thomas.

Aims ard Purposes of the School

In & puzphlet published by the Eighlander ¥Folk School it is stated
that the school was founded *to provide an edvcational center in the South for
the training of rural and industrial leaders and for the concervation and
encouragement of the indigenous cultural values of the mountalna.® Activities

j of the school have been prisarily in the education of labor érganisers. This
sviwel has conducted six wacks ccurses known ss ths spring snd fall terms. At
these sessions workers who have been sglected by thelr verlous unions are given
courses in History, econozics, union publicity, perliamentary law, public
apcaking, dracatics, and are taught hox to organige a unien, conduct urdom
-moting', present gricvnnccl, how to call and organiat strikes and to sffectively
bargain with smployers. The Righlander Folk S8chool alsc conducts an sxtension

| i Tows _ PPORTAR by sending varicus members of its faculty to any union who asks for
. Gl " their eervices to help them put cn & drive for new mexbership or to more
Uk T a¥reciively bargain for wage increases and better working conditions.
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Attacks Mede on the Highlander Folk School

When the lu#\lander Folk School ri.rnt soved to Monteagle, 'unnuuo,

- o ae Al Ahe wdloaca ol Abha B bV andaw WAl Bathaat -
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introduced to members of the community by Dr. Lillian Johnson who asked that
they help them in their endeavors. The Highlander Folk School staff includes
individuals who are well sducated and seex 1o have & sincere desire to help
the people of the South. In this connectian they,strongly followed the
soclalist-Communist united front program of the sarly 1930's. Nost of the
litarature passed out by the school at that time was of a Soclslistic nature.
In connection with tteir program, however, they soon developed a theory of
using militent labor strikes in an effort to solidify the workers in a common
cause and to impress upon them the necessity of organising in order to galn

the power of nuibora. In this connection tha school 1ssued pamphlets entitled
? **hy We Need the Union.® These pamphlets state that there is always a conflict
between labor end capital and that what is gcod for thl msnagenent and ap‘.lul
must of necessity be bad for laber. .

t

LA The HBighlandsr Folk School was also instrumental in organizing the
S ¥orkers Alliance in Orundy County which was later declared by its president
SR ar.d secretary, David Lasser and FRerbert Benjamin, to be controlled by the Communist
S {Ti:lye In connection with the Workers Alliance, XNyles Rorton, Jemes Dombrowski,
‘and the Figtlander Folk School faculty encourazed the sitdown strike at Vonteagle,
L Coonctsee, in Februvary, 1939. This strike was one of the factors which brought
e tna growlng resentment of tre community to a head and it brought into prozinence
. orga~ization fnoen as the Qrundy County Crusaders who bitterly opposed the
school and made avery effort to dr‘] va it frnm tha community.

bt a g =wieve W - e WET IV Ny F

A In the early fall of 1939 John McDougel Burne, a reporter for the
L de %ashville Tennessean,newapaper, visited the Highlsnder Folk Schoel for
o auproximately cne weck at which time he also talked with residents in the
cozaunity it en effort to determine whether the achool waa Communistic or’
} Comaunist controlled. Burns reported 4n newspaper articles that: the
Lo ‘ Fighlander Folk Schoel is the centér for spreading Communist doctrines in
thirteen ocutstanding states; that cecnnected with 4ts leadership are peracns
- jwho have been cherged with being Commmnistsg 1ts faculty spreads Communism
. nz sords 1ts slumnd to labor organisations where they msintsin contact with
= Y+helr alma mater snd spread 1ts teachings over a wide areaj holds confarcnces
E ‘ot the school 1etween regular sessions where 1t tesches Commuriist theories to
/ tister loaders and others; it is a source of playa for use by Mprogressive®

v 'In"bnn— a1 -v\ dabh mlava dnatuda Faruuend sd Awans conda
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On Eovember 13, 1940, a march on the Highlander Folk School was avertsd
by holdinz a mesting of the representatives of the Grundy County Cruseders and
neubers of the faculty in a session held st Sevanee University. At this time
the Orandy County Crusaders hurled accusations st the Eighlander Folk Schoel,
stating that it xas & *hotbed of Communiem.n Jemes Dosbrowski of the Highlander
Folk School faculty answered for the school and esplained that the school was
puraly a labor school and statsd that in the svent that the crusaders could prove
the achool was Communistic, 1t would immediately move from the county. The /
Grundy County Crusaders were unable to produce sufficient evidence which would
indicate that the schocl was controlled by the Communiat Party.

Charter Kembers

%:Jﬁ" As indicated previously, ths Eighlander Folk 8chcol at its inception
i was founded by Myles Horion who was known to be a Socialist at that time and by
- ,-‘--‘,':' l

Yo Y

Don West who had openly stated that he was a Commnist. Don Fest was descrided
e ‘w‘no became revolutionary and studied Merx and Lenin for the purpose of
1 z
i
i
'

in an srticle which sppeared in the Dally Worker as a young mountaineer poet
organizing Negroes and white farmers in Gecrgla.

¥alcolm Chisholm, a charter member of this school, was killed fighting
vitr tha Spaznish Loyaliets during the Spanish Civil Far,

SR ~mes Dombrowskl was a charter member of the Righlender Folk School
P rnd a faculty member of the school until the spring of 1942 when ke rccigned
g 14s position to becore secrctary for the Southern Conference for Mumen ¥elfare.
1t he& been reported that Dosbrowski has expressed himsclf as being in sympathy
: . =1¢% the Russisn form of government, that he thought that revolution was
Cohn ‘}4nevitable, ard that the cepitzlistic system should be cverthrown. Ee 1s also
' ;orted to have been a memler of the Communist Psrty in Chattanocoga, Terngssee,
r3 to have attended msny meetings in that city in the years 1538 to 1940.
Lozurewsxl ie reported to be ixtued with a philosophy of saving mankind and
box been particularly interested in helping scuthern labor end atienpting to
irprova lator conditicns in the South.

Tndivaiions of Comaunist Influence
in +ha Program of the School

A study of the program of the Highlander Folk School indicatcs that
v w00l followed the Commundst Party linc to a certein degree. The school

»: ¥33 organized at a time when the Comuunists und Soclalists had a projven for |
o nitcd front organizations for persans xho were dissatisfied with the country's
R politicel and economic conditions. Well-known Commnists svch a8 Robert Hall of

1 P irmngham Alabaza, and Ted ¥ellman of Chatisnooga, Tennessee, frequently visited
[tbic school. The Workers Alliance was formed in Monteagle by the Hi hlander Folk
gchool and tha militant strike policy advocated by the Communists for the purpose
!of cr.ganizing labor was sdopted by the school. It was during this period that James
:ecvd and Xyles Borton were reported to have bsén seen with Young Communist
“‘hfb“ varis in their possession and %o have made statements which would indicate
I their sympathy for the Russisn foram of governaent,

-3 -



- Literatire received by and distriduted by the Bt hlander Folk School
consists of labor pamphlsts and magazines, Socialistlc llteraturs, and to some
extent Communist litersturs. The Highlander Folk Schuol is not believed to have
passed cut pamphlete 9f the Communist Parly such as literature proteating the -
deportation of Bridges, freeing of Barl Browder, etc., but has contented i tself
with providing publications such as "Soviet Power," *Coxmunist Manifesto,” and -
Jiterature which presents the broad picture of Cosounism rathar than that
representing the various turnings of the Communist Party line. '

Fndorssrs of the Bighlander Folk School

Many individuals of high government, h.bbx".,' und social standing have
ewcoriad this school froa time to tims, including ¥rs. Franklin D. Rocsevell,
¥rs. Bugo L. Black, Jobn L. Lewis, Mrs. Barold L. Ickes, Sidney Blliman, and
others, - . : Lo , o -

20 raise funds for this school, Myles Horton and others have spent a
great deal of time in the north trying to enlist the ald of prominent educators
and political figures. This schoolls also presented community programs and
benefits in ¥onteazle in an effort to zain the support of the local citiszens
 as weil a2 to educate the persons in the surrounding comzmunities. Although the

schocl hae been branded by many as Coumunist, there is no substantial evidence
indicating thet it is controlled by the Communist Party. Howsver, there are
nomerous indications that the schocl i1s liveral and radical and, thsrefore,
oppos=d by conservatives. ‘ _

(62-7511)
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5:C, fnoxville

Ao
Tieference 1s made to section A of SAC letter 30 ' /7}‘1/
&ntel larch 2, 1948, There are no recognlized "Communiet Tront"
or"‘** zot ona uctlve within the territory of the Inoxville
Divisicn, The only three groups, suspected of Communist aff1lla-

tion, vhich how meribers in this district, ere set out herewith.

HO " ——— The Scuthern Conference for Human Welfare, clted in the
cuse Un-Anericsn Activities Comu‘ttee pumnhleu, has ite head-
qwrberﬁ for this erez st Nashville gee, within the Memphis
district, and therefore no stterpt will be mrde by thls office to
cwmarize its nature., There is no local group of Southern Conference

there ere - few Imovn nemberc reslding in this district.
e

&~ The Southein Tieqro Youth Conpgress has scme members in -~

Chnstonsosy but ie not listed wnd has no orzanized zroup or
vity in this area. On the poszsibility thzt this group n2y

t15:ted with the Liational Ilesro \,ongre:s cnd as this group
e Ite leuadouurters Tor this arez in Blwmingher, Alebomue, 1t %s
1w thot the Tfmmincghon offlce vwill fiwnish a sketzh I

el LBE
it 1= projer.
/ Ore rurvely leoczl group wnlch mi rmt he conciderel eo &
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September 22, 1948

ALL lNFORMATlON CONTAINED
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED
DATE EJ_BYé???

Your letter of September 9, 1948, has been received and the P
contents carefully noted. Your courtesy a&nd interest in making this -
information avallable are indeed appreciated. >

I ragret, however, that I am unable to comply with your
reguest as this Bureau is precluded from furnishing information to
otrier thar authorized sources tirough a long-standing policy pro-

muljated by the Attorney General. I am sure that you will realize
the necessity for such a procedure.

Sincerely yours,

/”7»5 //”/3? J.oh.n Edgar Hoover

Director
100-33049=4

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION [
.~ MAILED 4
* SEP 22 1:48 P.M.

FEDERAL BUREAU OF HYEBTIGATION
U. 8. DEFARIMENT Of HETICE
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O]ﬁce Memonmdum e UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

/50 :  Director, FBI DATE: ¥ovember 8, 1548
r‘}' Feom gy, Birmingham

SUBJECT: (/_iIG-iLANDER FOLE SCHOOL

ILT=RIAL SECURITY - C
(Suresu Fileg 100-3304954)

Reurlet S=-22-48 to

crmarding copy of letter received from him. It is noted that no

*htter aprpears to have been furnished Knoxville, which
is office of origin in this matter.

cony of
cffice

A copy of letter is, therefore, being sent Fnoxville

“cr informaticn. The files of this office are ne_ative as to —

- ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

re: Ineoxville (snel)
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£iC, Fashington Field psrch 2, 1949

=S O
Dircector, FBI _

HIGILALDER FOLK SCHOOL -~
INIERNAL SEGURITY =€ .
Burcau file 7627511 . = .-

Tmmummiptdahtwmmmmvﬂh L
affice dated larch 3, 19L9, setting forth information with regard =~
to the subject organiration, The Louisville letter, & copy of -
shich is attached hereto, advises that its lstter is in response
1o & reguest received from tie Tash Field Qffice db

February L, 1949, to huve
C——— -
- Tho Pursau is not in possesaion of any information
re;arding the subjoct ergenizetion reflecting why this organlss—

tion is of intercat at this time., Therefore, it is requested

that you advise the Buresau as to reasons why that inquiry was -
made 2 } uisville office concemning the agbject grouPe - -

5 LifehAent
<fifor

ST cc: Louisville
Your file #61-42

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
‘  HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED °
| DATE 2/ ’BY:E&E%#@
T b Y
EA LIRS AU .
B ) _ - id
a8 [COMMUNICATIONS SECTiN] . '
g | MAILED © |

* MAR 241949 P,

ci T f TEDERAL BUREAU OF INVERTIGATION
o Yt LEPARTMENT OF Jugy

B e

. T T e PO Y o YO 2 R

- . rw"]
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ETANDARD FORM NO. B4 5?_‘

O]j’ice Memorgzndzmz UNITED smi‘us GOVERNMENT

TO . DIRECTOR, FBI DATE: 3-9-U49
M : SAC, KNOXVILIE

SUBJECT: ' HIGHLANDER FOIK SCEOOL
INTERNAL SECURTTY - C

Reference 1le made to Loulsville letter to the
Dirsctor dated March 3, 1949,

Considerable investigation has been conducted by
the Enoxville Office in the cape entitled "Highlender Folk
School; Internal Security - C" (Bureau f£ile mumber 61-7511).
This investigetigh disclosed no proof of Communist control
or domination the conduct of the school, although there
were meny indjcgiions of liberal, if not radical, interests
in it. MYIESFAORTON, Director of the school, is reputedly
a Socialist #nd runs the school primarily as a training school
for labor leaders. The aschool is ostenaibly supported by the
CcIo,

During the perfod in 1941 in which m states
- that he had conversation with an unkmoyn individual at the -

lander Folk School, Monteagle, Tennessee, mo investlgation
conducted by this office at that tims developed any Information
thet the Highlander Folk School was utilizing wire-tapping
Sy equipment, or that they were in any memmer engaged In such
e activities.

. fs the incident referred to in referenced letter
7 toock place a nurber of years ago and, as before steted, Inves-
tigation at that time does not substantlate Information
furnished by him now, the case is not being reopened at this
time and no further action will be taken by this office unless

advised to the contrary by the Bureau. S

L

should ([N c-12 =t the xnoxville office,
as 1s indicated by referenced letter, he will, of course, be
received, and any further information which he cares to offer

o will be duly recorded, The indices of the Knoxville Office
wers chocked with negative results for any previous references
to
- *at tf}fq]
1-12 C: ~ (— < y
CC: Washington Field REGURDLL -3 / - 7/ /- /3
b/ = /.
Iouisville 1 S S SO US4,
{7DEXED - 92 Y B I

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINEDZ?’ e A
. BEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 2~
"

L SN " DATE %ﬁZﬂf’if BYEE%; ],\7

NN apeeTeng awes o Teatilyioe, TANTETL W

1\'.'
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é«mce of Direcror

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

RegpmEGeizehenfefn e TARIED
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED .

ARYSPN
Mw Secretary [
oatbed --phoned. {/Bazelon""

Phone No.
HourlZ2: 50pmbatefebrrary 10 19 50

REMARKS

ané he, Judge Razelon, would Iike

¥letcker's ojfice.

Mr. Traey

if the Burecu can jurnish him cny
concerning this Schoel. After checking, the
secretary was referred to lr. Laugilin, in I'r.

Mr. Ladd_______
Mr. Clegg
Mr. Glavi
Mr. Nic
Rosen

r. Harbo

Mr. Jones

Mohr
Tele. Room__
Mr, Nease_
Miss Holmes_

Mizl G:j

The secretary stated that uéﬂge Bazeloen has
eceived a request for a donation 1o the
sighlander Folk School, lonteagle,

Tenncssee,

to Know
injornation

Lre Laughlin advises that jiles are being
checked end eppropricte action will be tcken.

L

G / C24f7’r.

F= )
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Oﬂic“e Memomndum « UNITED STA?%;ES'I%\?]}ERNMENT
TO  :  1m, H. B. FLIICHER ) 3CONFI NTIAL oare: February 10,.1950

FROM 1®. L. L. IAU:—HL% AT, T'T.,ml\""rhvv -M.T,.‘ ::m—"_
£ FI“‘\“‘ 4.“ ’g HI\I\-- . m
usject: & EXTTPT g {FITD aee
SUBJECT: ™ HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL o 'ERE 5 ~H0',m CE
TMLPNAL SECURITY ~ C ‘URWISE. ., - wichols
- Rosen
fracy,
By reference from the Director!s Office I took a ::r
“elechone call at 12:50 P.M, today from who S$* role. oom
said she is secretary to Judge David azelon o e U. S. - [
Circuit Court of Appeals. hsaid that the Judge QT oancy
lad received a letter from the Highlander Folk School in - _—

lionteazle, Tennessee, requesting a donation, and the Judge war@gﬂ
to know whether the Bureau had any information in its files
iugarding this institution which might be made available to him.

that I would look into this matter

T told
and call her back,

Tue Bureau files show that we have conducted an extensive
ivestication of the Hiphlander Folk School. On February 21, 1947,
sarsuant to a request made by Lr. Bazelon of Assistant to the
‘veotor T. Ae. Tarm on February 14, 1947, we forwarded to }r. Bazelon

ceverandum summarizing information contained in our files as of
2 terber, 1042, pointing out that no subsequent information had

pran received since that time which would materially change the
dnga contained in that rermeorandum.

——
\

The Highlander Folk School of lionteagle, Tennessee, 1is
.onbioned in sevnral places in the Dies Committee Report (Volumes 1
and 10 - 61=7582), HOWBVer,the School has not been cited as being ' :

Corraunistic. RECNAERED | 17 Te‘ﬁﬁle ‘jg,

In a statement made by Mr, Walter S. Steele befor
recial Committee on Un-American Act:.v:Ltles on December 29, 1934, ki L
i |hr'U'E’\ 11? L -~

N

Id ’( /
@)::Jer 0 ,?‘y[\.j’f"ﬂ; “--e(!

By e 50 \
BafEB 2310, ooy QAL ® Dty AN OR o




ALCTTON:
ket At

CONFMENTIAL

aprears the following: ®Of the other separate Communistic and
radical 'theatrical! branches in the U.S. we shall mention:
cesa (e) Highlander Folk School Dramatics Club its purposes,
labor plays.t -

It is recormended that I be permitted to call — j.?C"

and tell her tnat the Bureau previously had submitted a memorandum
recarding the Highlander Folk Schoel to Er, Bazelon when he was

with the Department on February 21, 1947, and also to tell her for

thie Juipef’s information that while there are several references to
tiiis group in the Dies Committee Renorts, it has not been cited

.
by that body. If you agree — 1w 1) be so advised. &)
] —— ~ -'-'\5—0
AQ&-M - I 3

£
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AL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED:

i N | DATE 24 (%4 BY S P
RECORDED - g7 &7 Dre I
INDEXED - 67

Your letter gateq September 2, 1950
has been received,

‘ Your Courtesy in forwardlng this information ig appreciated ang
/EM:;;“"E I am grateful for the interest which Prompted your Communication
; L
L. &%
!"7 - In the event you receive additional datg which you believe to be
A . of interest to the FBI, it ig Buggested that yoy communicate directly with
53 . -~ the Specigl Agent in Charge of oyr Few Orleans Offies
N located at 33gg Hasonie T mple_ﬁuilding, New Orleans 12, Louisiana,
et o “Poe dy .
. GC: SAC, ‘Knbxville (¥ith copiesfidr in_cqn]ir;g)
Nichorg SAC, New Orleans (with coQ} of incoming)
Romsen -l
o Buréan fileg réflect .no identifrix 1. ry Sincerely yours,
seloens information concerning correspo . &
Monr = » £} . [
S "\ This is being furnished for your

knaee £ information ang possible future

Mpass e refBrQHCB- - John Edgar Hoover
BREVAVANTE ST Fh Ny

Director
L |
: 2 4 ; :M e ¥ (14 = L




HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL

MONTEAGLE, TENNESSEE
b

December 10, 1950

gt

lir. Hugh H, Clegg
Agsistant Director
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D. G.

Dear Mr, Clegg:

I was pleased to read from the International Labor
News Service that you feel that the "success of
communism" can be measured by the weaknesses of
gemocracy. I am lead to believe by your analysis
of the situation that you would approve the enclosed
statesent of policy of the Highlander Folk School.

In the South people are often criticized who believe
as we do here at Highlander that discPiminztion is
incompatible with democracy. In fact I was told
recently by one of your agents that the contents of
the enclosed news release would be considered comm-
unistic by a majority of Southern people.

I sincerely trust that the position taken by you in

the New York Herald Tribune forum is the official

position of the F.B.I., and not the position implied

by the activities of your representatives who have

guestioned our neighbors regarding visits of Negroes
LT to the School,

7// Would you clear this matter up for me?

ALL IKFORMATION CONTAINED o 5" 1/
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED Yo

DATE 7j24/F4_BY_SPEzzalosd | s
S RECORDED - 2 il b

. [/r /

o iNDEXEY, _ o r—— U &

< - DF¢ 15 1050 Pl
N LY . W AT . 34 .‘_ ’ \ 'l—A_é



Highlander Folk School for immediate release
donteagle, Tennessee

sonteagie, Tennessee ., . . Noveuber 20, 1950 + . "Cur Chriatmas bells could
be freedom bella if we dared include ell minorities in our circle of brother-

Folk School,

"Freedom bells ringing in the cabins of Negro sharecroppers, ringing
for eager minded students with opportunities limited by accident of birth,
and freedom bells echoing in distant lands could £i11 the troubled world with
+hroughts of peace on earth and good will toward man," he said,

"Highlander's democratic program is based on the brotherhood of
man, Democracy to us means that membership in the human family entitles all to
the freedom of thought and religion, to equal rights to a livelihood, education
snd health; to equal opportunity to participate in the cultural life of the
community and to equal mccess to public services," the religious leaders were
told,.

"ife hold that democracy is inactive unless workers are given a full
voice in industry through unions; or farmers are glven a voice in the market
ploce through cooperatives; or where freedom of thought and discussion is
1imited; and thet democracy is outlawed by legally entrenched discrimination
and segregation,

"The times call for sn affirmativwe program, based on a positive goal,"
«++A Hortons "An amy of democracy ceeply rooted in the lives, struggles and
traditions of the American people must be created, By broadening the scope
of demoeracy to include everyone, and deepening the concept to include every
relationship, the army of democracy would be so vast and so determined that

nothing undemocratic oould stand in its path.”

IR

/- 7_f'// /Y e
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HIGHLANIER FOIK SCHOCL :
STATEWMTNT OF PURFOSE, PROGRAM AND FCLICY

We reaffirm our faith in democracy as a goal that will bring dignity and
freecdom to all; in democrecy as an expanding concept encompassing hwasn
reletions from the smallest comaunity orgenizetion to internstional siruc-
ture; and permesting 1l economic, social, and political activities,

Democracy to us means that merbership in the human family entitles all to-
freedom of thought and religion, to equal rights to & livelihood, education
ard hralth; to equal opportunity to participate in the cultural 1ife of

the copgmunity and to egual access to pubiie services,

We hold that democcracy is inactive unless workers rye given a full wvoice
in industry through unions; or farmers are given = voice in the market
rl~ce through cooperatives; or where freedom of thought end discussion is -
limited; thet democracy is outlawed by legally entrenched diserimination
and segregatzon, thet there fiust be diversiiy of approach but each step
rust be in conformity with the goal, which is disnono:'ed by each undemo~
cratie act.

itk a democratic goal, we are in a position to fight anything that geta in
4#r= -me ohether it be totalitarian communism, or fasclsm or monopoly

»

dominate a cathalisrn.

Toe 'urpo"e of the Hizhlander Folk School is to assist in creating leader-
7. for democracy. Cur services are available to labor, farm cormunity,
rf*li; rus and civiec organizetions working towsrd & democractic goal.

i-e ~oture of a specific educational prograa will be determined by the needs
s cttudents.

.& % the services of the School by individual organiz-tions will be in

. A:~ce with their own policies so long as tihiese policies do not conflict
qth thP purposes @f tle School. & staff member will assist in planning

and ¢oordinating all prograis.’

C.o U7 ilm.der Tolk School is a chartered institution, cooperatively owned
by e tezching staff. It hes ho affiliations. The policies and program
af +¥» School are wholly determined by an Executive Council composed of the
=+37F :nd recognized Southern leaders, :

Uiptlender Folk School is supported by contributions from individuals, organ-
izations served by the School, foundations and tuition.

Tre times call for en affimetive program, based on a positive goal, 4n
win; ¢f democracy deeply rooted in the lives, strugrles and traeditions of
the American people must be crested. By broadening the scope of democracy
+5 inciude everyone, and deepening the concept to include every relation-
~hin. the arny of democracy would be so vast &nd so determined thet nothing

cro o oeonld stand in its pet.h. . N

4rowpved by the Exeoutive Council, April 3rd, 1950

L/-7S /- /42_.




: Inasmuch as it was felt that it would he more desirable for this
letter to be answered by Mr. Clegg over his signature rather than to
have an answer over the Director's signature, f¢memorandum was routed to
¥r. Clegg on the afterncon of December 22, 1950, in order that he might
prepare the letter. Mr. Clegg returned the memorandum for preparation of
a reply by the Security Division. Tt wes received on the afternoon of
December 26, 1950, (after the Christmas holidays) by the Security Division
for this purpose. Immediately another reply to Horton was prepared dated
the following day, December 27.

On January 3, 1951, the letter was returned to the Security Division,
requesting that another reply be prepared for Myles Horton, this time deleting

a sentence that was in the previous letter. This was done immediately and
the revised letter was approved and mailed on January 3, 1951.
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