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These Friends ]oin with the School in Calling Your Attention to a Program for
Democracy Which is I-Iastening the 9292/inning of _the War and Making Greater

the Likelihood of a

Mas. ELEANOR ROOSEVELT

Mas. Huoo Bmcx

:l�~&#39;lI-LS. Mam T. NORTON
Chairman, Committee on Labor,
House of Representatives

Miss Hi1.DA SMITH
, Consultant on Lalior Education,

Federal Works Aeencv _! 1

Iust and Lasting Peace Q

Mas. Iinniw M. GERSHON, Atlanta

FRANK P. GRAHAM
President, University of North Carolina

A. D. HENDERSON

President, Antioch College

DR. LJLIAN �W. ]om<so:~:, Memphis

CHARLES S. ]oiiNs0i~:, Fisk University

NIARGARET LAMONT, New York City
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School opens its doors in November on 40-acre mountain farm. I Classes are held for

people oi Sumrncr�eld community. O Beginning of ten»year program in home area.

First series of annual residence terms for union leaders. IO Field program begins with
a.=sistancc to striking coal miners at Wilder, Tennessee.

Library begins sending packages of books to union halls. I Field program in Knoxville.
I Founding meeting of FELLOWSHIP OF SOUTHERN CHURCHMEN held at school.

Stall and students tour southern cities with program of labor plays, puppets, songs. O

i"tLL-SOUTHERN CONFERENCE FOR CIVIL AND TRADE UNION RIGHTS held at

school; �rst conference of the kind in the south. U Cooperative farm garden and cannery begun in

tu:r.:....;i;?t3r 9 Study groups in Chattanooga for hosiery and textile workers. &#39;

TVA outlines reforestation plan for school. O School broadcasts to England, via BBC,

program oi ballads, workers� songs, stories, dances- &#39;

Making of "PEOPLE OF THE CUMBERLANDS," �lm on the work of the school.

O Stall nieiiibeis loaned for textile and shirvvvorkers organizing drive.

First annual work camp for college students, conducted jointly with Friends Service Com-

mittee: eoinniunity improvement work combined with study of the south. U School organizes
Grundy County Political Conference, which succeeds in electing labor candidates. I School assists

in setting up the SOUTHERN CONFERENCE FOR HUMAN �WELFARE.

&#39;Fir:=t of yearly workshops for student writers, to focus creative talent on southern problems.
I I92�lL1:192.. director edits "LABOR SONGS� for Textile �Workers and leads mass singing at unionls

national convention. O J92ntiIpOll tax case started in name of Henry Pirtle of Grundy County.

I  Mrs. Roosevelt meets with stafland students at Chattanooga and gives annual scholarship at
school iur worker :Z�t1 .lt.��I. Q Summer work camp builds pottery kiln for Suinmer�eld Cooperative.

O 92Vorkers&#39; education conference held for Business and Professional, and Industrial Y. W. C. A.

S<.�CTt.&#39; ti1&#39;l¬S.

154 | heiu prograins in New Orleans, Memphis, Clinton, Tennessee. I Staff teachers are diseus�
sion leaders in United Auto 92Vorlrers&#39; �rst southern educational conference. O Traveling library

circulates a thousand books in Grundy County.

Third and fourth _luni0r Union Camps for children of rural and industrial workers. I Pub�
lication of "UNDERSTANDING UNIONISM,� an analysis of year long �eld program in New

Orleans. U Founding oi research department to service organizers, unions, Highlander alumni.
O Completion of 18th regular residence term for union students.
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of orders from above; a democracy demands full awareness from all people concerned and full exer-

cise, by all, of the rights of citizenship. Wi�ingness for sacri�ce will be common only if there is
common con�dence that the bene�ts of the future will not be restricted. Realistic education of
group leaders will produce intelligent, responsible group action. Therein is assured democracy&#39;s

preservation and growth.

Q For ten  years    at Monteagle, Tennessee, has been carrying on a
training progra for leaders that has tangibly extended economic and political democracy in the

Today "ield of th on lines, clarl. &#39; .....

reasons and objectiw aking more certain the creation o tte uture for the common an.
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ical capital is being developed; the

�_.-,-g3._*.__;_{::_:...£ .  .;:;=1 ?,,_g_»~ V $4 M Highlander Folk School is building up§5"".1&#39;_,:_s1-;"~.�:&#39;_T¬I;�i".l&#39; Ii v%�é 4!; �ca the social capital. The educational

>�-,,i_j,?�T&#39;�i- -*-F§;1£~:e~-£é"--  , . ... . ,
movements of the Uovernment and ot

the Highlander Folk School are laying
the foundation for a higher type of
civilization and a greater culture than

_ z �ii gv ii:-1 1.0 �92-
&#39;? nlffsrw

u.-i?;_&#39;;_a_�1& g. _ ._  � , _ --�. . , . .
.~=i.~&#39;:.&#39;.E=&#39;1if§.&#39;J&#39;1 � "*&#39;r5.i|�ii.�5�-=_1l-is.--.I-i~ii&#39;§iQ lihls "anon has ever 5°39-

- i� 4.»

*3   in its home community gave it an-lasting relationship with the people.
The rapid expansion of the southern labor movement tool: staff members into the �eld as teachers
Ilflfl organizers. Students continued to come for training periods of two, four, six weeks. But now,
between these sessions, the school sent its teachers, books, and charts to Knoxville, Louisville, Mem-

phis, Alcoa, New Orleans. &#39;

These �eld programs meant a tremendous increase in students. Last year, for example, 475
ft�-&#39;-922&#39;:g mcn and women were enrolled in Highlander classes. Ninetyethree per cent were active union

*  _:::--zsid-rnts, stewards, eommitteemen, secretaries, business agents, organizers. Today High�
l.-n=;l=:r nlurnni are to be found everywhere in the southls industrial war elfort�-key �ghters not only
. . L. 1.1.1.1- for poduction now, but in the long term movement toward a more perfect industrial
t;.l{TliiCI&#39;?.C!�. -

iillrllrilililll FULK SUHBUL and its Nllllllill SP[lllS[lRlNE [Illl92ll"i&#39;:|TTEE {ta that
f ~  2-ghievement of age isnot important. There is constantly increasing demand for the sen"
�ts y<.&#39;~,icli the school is uniquely equipped to render.&#39; Ten years of experiment have proved the

�" -as oi -.1  &#39;�:?£l&#39;H&#39;=&#39;92li, the certainty of r .. Ten years of activity have brought w ndor.Q-

at arm�. simrort in all branches of labor. Highlander faces today and tomorrow hopefully, con�dent



.-__,u. --- - --I ..
L�  �.&#39;-7-� Y.-&#39;1&#39;»

__"~* 1:-4. 1.-, -,
> ;.�=�*?=..-   &#39;-&#39; "�.=�-F  , _ . .1 __._.;92_.
.»:.-..�,.¢- __-�-r _,;:_;_.A, �_ _e . . .r ..

g;;é%�.=�1.-"�.-IF&#39;;&#39;;-1&#39;.�-,1_J a. ._- &#39;92-. .�..- � -.&#39; -.&#39;,_
-"92 92#. T-L�? "&#39; " Fi; r F92#.;:�-&#39;-. . .. ,4; -
~-_ -Y-¢  ;;.;£&�;
"ér~.� .v *-~..-�.;&#39;-,&#39;-:-.1._- ELIV �-. _ " *,.92~»-,- - -

-¢_r2 .&#39;,;~_ ~-.-&#39;_,~ ._,I ~
-a;i-ii. -.�;�-&#39;-  if-3?>- <,:,~,_-=-- A_,:»:,_.&#39;3&#39;;-1-,.1-;__;# -.&#39; 5 I

�.£�-�F; - -&#39;:.&#39;r&#39;r.*-F -- G!-4 ;.&#39;;Y;.{?;=a;~:y .-1
2� -2*. -&#39; .&#39;.; {-1

,,m;._?__~�. �X-&#39;--&#39;-3.�.-1», �-__._ ;.___.
I v..&#39;T-&#39;3" U�-:.&#39;."./ H I V  _.�-[41-_ - -�: -1|-.|.»&#39;_ _
2-&#39;1&#39;--, =&#39;
*1�-rr-:&#39; .~=�f�:"
. "&#39;1&#39; "- �-"it?-2"�-*&#39;*�.-.*:�
;_!,-J�,  .1 -_v_�l."�__:--J;

.1-Y _~
�rd!

"- : .H_| &#39;

..� -- --1--.._-,, --Tl �  fa�:-T

.�l-;_»�-,5, ,5" 2-&#39;:&#39; �. 5
L .-.=--�&#39;1-.�~�,-=::- F--1:--�.1-. ; &#39;~T,,.92.. ,1 _..;&#39;, -
J�: .-:�- 3-
__ _ -_.,,_.;.. _;.-; 4�,-wt

  _ ..__.,___, _¥;;� - �
?_ ., .

--� H Q . ." in

.1~~;_ =7-&#39;-.� :-x~ ..r-, �T-"E�~5 .&#39; &#39;¢"z92-&#39;-., __, .= .

..92. _
* 3-&#39;_"92"...�.&#39; ,� {.15. _.,�. ,~;

. 5 I

"-_ 1 .. .

4" � L

1 L. -&#39;

. . . ¢

<

~-_~-1:».-_,-�t-q��r92;,~&#39;f�¥f-&#39;
..92~r _&#39;,*-¢ "&#39;4-M &#39;.92&#39;&#39;  ..-&#39;

-=;,I�. �_~.  &#39;1.
-  _.-.a- .»

<
."" � �92-

. _ -,-.__h -  H

1

41&#39;» A

92

I-&#39; .
:s;....?m::-.- Doceabor 9, nu .

L __ N: __.w_M__7" _ . . . -_  -

- T

� Pr�: 1"

_.--.--92-

.. �-n

1-�I "1&#39;-_._.-.__;_.

"I�ra.:y_ ~

iiarar-5._ Z
r�<,m.~_.- T 7

,. _.

J� &#39; .

H3, Inox�lll �

. &#39;3 &#39;

rm uxmmzm mu SCEML; &#39;7
zrrrzamu. sasuaz� -. 0.

Don� Iirl * - *&#39; &#39; "

v . .

hail; rotor to my latter of October 33, -&#39; &#39;
I943, and advtu �I7 return sell. whet action yin ha" -&#39;
ts-iron in compllamo with my rognestu contained than -
la. V .

Yaurc truly,� "

John B51;-er Eacvar_ _
Direator "

l-~-1 �-~~_;-_-------. ~.;*..;.._  __

Qt".../~iZZ* J1?
_ .  =:.==-ml; -1;; :¥§§?§§%£I{+.ribl-&#39;5 .

�- ~�- --*" -"&#39;�i_"1"j-~""-q - ,   _ _ I ..,5. c- .L an .; i j _f . _ -r Li.   ;;;;j&#39;f~;-5
_ __ _ .. -.....,....:.... - .. ;+_____V. � I . � Ir.  _.-,..,_._921.i  . _  . aw .  -4-4 �I-1 &#39;. L. U.! - _ . &#39;. _ .,- I . &#39; u. 92

I-I1U.v_._.._._

j 1  �. 1  1_}3;|Q¢&#39;_"  5&#39;  �kw  ..-.,_____:;_;_:__&#39;_-igiyf.-&#39;3. _~�fH*r-&#39;.- .�~�- M? * é M� "    "
�uh �H  &#39;i92L"$&#39;.::.A 13*. m M�:  l -&#39; I-"5-T: �Hl&#39;;ri:~.:ir:¥&#39;;&#39;:L,;�:,:&#39;,T7L,,:.¢1  I VIN   _
  _  ; 4 ~~  Jwmau uucmssmzo

1   U ,¢=:; 4, . DATE V BYQ7�/@I>%& 2



-.

,.&#39;»�~&#39; I :4; I I �Iz-
.",i_&#39;=�f= ; n�
r sJ92Fl&#39;Il&#39;-&#39;T,L�."-&#39;:�- ,&#39;
L"�:_�.&#39; -_1&#39;,&#39;._&#39;_>
,.-Q, &#39;rI&#39;-�I-L»:-. .�92~ -. I ,_

*  $1..

- ;_ J &#39;~.-., &#39;,.g.;=1.§
. .- &#39;. ":;> &#39;

&#39;--�="&#39;*:1¥"|l
51-.  "°I�I".

» k�&#39;L:: "- -G.
7;,-._a� . _f.¢

I  ._ &#39;1,
&#39; :. .;,:-,_.~.

ia~"..;*�3§
2 - -�-�.1

92� &#39;..&#39;.
,. _-~_-

�?

. . ; 3.,_ _-

:"5I:,;:;1.§&#39;@_&#39;~ " _" W
. .1;.�,92;,_-¢"¢:&#39;_~~:,_?N

. "a-"-=&#39;-I:r
, __J__:

-.3�
� . Q

�I �.-tin;-4.  -.~:-In

..t -...!92- >

1

, �,1�
-�v
-I L
�I

T it&#39; � - -.;

. =
_ >

L �

92 &#39; ._ I
m I

I
92

�a
1&#39;

/"

r

. -_  ,~{1&#39;_,&#39;.-

�u

_.�r5 /as -
1 "E~1~T!I&#39;1S have never been connected with any Communist. movements I

" *2 <11 t1e_1ac_.re vita on Conmnnist or-anizations. _t--.=

{K
I

1; r ___,|,92.5_, -92-5-"-

, _ ~. I

. I,,-..- �- I

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

F0111} NO. 1
T1-us use ORIGINATED AT }Q;Q1�VIL1&#39;_,E TE  FILE N°~

I an-on mun: arr on-: wn-um man: rtmou FOR REPORT mm: Iv _   K &#39;
wmcu An: -

I IE1-"PE-IS, nnmssaa 12-3-1.2 - 10-3&#39;1-42 _. � &#39; Liv
,_ Y ;1-1e,21,c,2s- , c_  I &#39; _ I

1-.1-|_; - &#39; _ ca-u92m92c-rmorcnlt �~, _ . �
. I A _ _

I QHGIZLAITDER FOLK scaoox, i &#39; I DITERNAL sacmnrr - c IA 92Y� �_

:._ ._,-a 9 � .7 0.:L-&#39;..:I.1.:iLI!:  I�Ii&#39;Ii.92J_;

i @719
1 *v:&#39;e"r5_ou.:

T11-ITESS33 .

92 sYNOPs:soF FACTS: Investigation at Nashville, Tennessee, fails to c
+ reflect any indication of Coumunisti activities or

�thl the art Ofsympa �es on p  r__ §7C/ * American gion i e on subject
&#39; i organize. ion 1S reported to have-been lost. Very .~ &#39;

little activity reported at the Tenth Anniversary >
celebration of Eiibhlainder Folk School held at Hontea le

:~  on @;t;~;a 25, 1912- ALL INFORMATION CI!NTAINED
@ _ W. _HEREIN| UNCLASSIFIED
I .e~»¢/&#39; 0°01 W BY so -
I ":51: .3211: Iieport of Special A-_ent slat d C9 95
1 Octzfger 22, 19./42, at liemphis, lennessoe

Letter from the Yno:-zville Field Division to Liemplis I

Field Division_,&#39; dated Novem"_Y:r 26, 191,2

�hose ide

vi i.--jiher have :i.:1cnt?&#39;_:"ie "1&#39; =*"- -"I" s  I 0.  .&#39; 1, &#39; ---.41  T 92i
I was the opinion oi� -that both and m-,-{ere loyal-;:;._92, l

Amricazus and,_£�r_ee from any Communis ac tivities or sympa .11es- _�5<;_.;""&#39;* " Hr_.92H92J.&#39;;_ Qt"-I:
». -&#39;*1»i" -� 2:�-� "�

V -
J

nti has been

92

.-,

"" 5"�°"�"- *°""&#39;* -, , no not wnrrs m 1&#39;1-czsz BFACIB
Ill Cl-uul�l V _ ~_-4,; _- _ _____ ,7&#39; A &#39; .-

+,Z2/J_c_ I I
" *"~1,_ .� .&#39; �.cornuor-rualnlrogrr -  -&#39; " �

, - Bureau  " YET! - v 991% §§§#1=<1 w a L

I M . .
it r I _

4 r~92 I :&#39; }.&#39;r{�I"I&#39;_�""i"Q
�H .1 1_ I  �
L92.��tH4

4

rt  ./5 I" 1 I *1 .



4-750 �-7-79!

Ef,

El

S

For your informationi _mi____.___ _, A ______________________,___,._

I
&#39; xxxxxx

xxxxxx
xxxxxx

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

FUIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET

Pagetsl withheld entirely at this location in the filc.  hie or more of the following statements, where

indicated, explain this deletion.

E A Z�;/ic&#39; .6 �/D »Deleted under exemptionts! __ _  M  _._______,_*_..__ with no segregable
material available for release to von.

Information pertained only to a third party with no refercm-e to you or the subject of your request.

Information pertained only to a third part_92. Your name is listed in the title only.

Documenttsl originating with the I&#39;oIl0wing goveriinient a,<g -iicvtiesl ,_,_,__,_ _,

__ ____ ___ __ _ _________ , was/were forwarded to them for direct response I10 you.

Page s! referred for consultation to the following gr>92"ernrrient agcnc_v iesl; �

,, _ . ._ ,* _  ._ _ -_ as the information originated with them. You will

he arlviserl of availabilitv upon return of the material tn the FBI.

Pagetsl withheld for the following rt-asoiitsl:

l_|D Th following nu? r is to be used for reference regarding these pages
/�i

XFI§~lXXX
XX.�{XXl~l
XXXXXX

5/-3257-»/.9~ttQ-.._._-...._...attI f I

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

§ DELETED PAGE S! §
X NO DUPLICATION FEE X
X FOR THIS PAGE X
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX



92

» j;-.�_ &#39; ._."_-i," /-
92 9/

2.1.-&#39;;I§{¢//ff?-_ I 1;
 &#39; £5 It";-
<1-i-;:-.:;~&#39;.-�
&#39;.92-12.:-_-_.;�4_92,--I 3

.,~.~�-;,¥,..:.-he _"
:_-,;_&#39;:.;&#39;;�1- ;-:
-_=.=rn.~l§-I �I 1
.Tj;J~;1&#39; _.-_&#39;i,-=23;;-"~&#39; {Y &#39; 3-�Q ,- �vs.

L &#39;;;§;;:;
i =. .

-:...c if"- 5"{�~*92-"11".:l�. � �
- ._. _ _�_�

113-.2~!�-&#39;~ P?� 2&#39; . &#39;: .*� &#39;-.
.�..".  &#39;~
2 -¢  � &#39;

.   *-
"~.-1 J.-Z

" TH�

�a:aY¢¢&#39;
- ._;,__;._&#39;; &#39;_
_ 92 - �__� 1/�.a .

-_ &#39;-L ,."&#39; 7?

3-. --
?� ._j�, E

_  -?".% r

. _ ,7�!

. 1; _i§__.
,-,1

.-�w&#39;5 92&#39;~.. .- 5., ~ _ .
M &#39;.~.�°.:!92""=

1.� &#39;
1 "RT

k
.5; _ _ El.
- ..  92

-|., Q

:-&#39;-" --r �J 92

I � I. I � 92 .I ~ &#39;- 1 I �
1 _ &#39;  - .-, - 92 " * . .&#39; --� " .

,  . __ s- > _ .. .1 ~92....92.�

. _ 5 I r.-~ __ ._ . ¢ _ I.-_,.92_�
&#39; � ff _92-
I �f92 �. 5 _�,

$1,-

./? 71>

I 2 ..- 1~.__
_ [_ -_
.7 .�.=

¢
4

,

4 |

/ _
¢ I I

s /�

.¢l92, 
HI»...

I

&#39;i&#39;~rised

that the file regarding Highlander Folk School compiled by the committee
of the American Legion for the State of Tennessee, had been turned over
to of the American Legion. _ &#39; -

I_____92____ f_ I___ II. J.�  �J |_< * 0A.ne1&#39;3.ua11 .L|E§_;|.On .-. OI� �D119 1351 U8

oi� Tennessee, was contacted regarding the aforementioned file, and_
erhised that this file had been misplaced, and althoujgh he had made severa
attempts to locate it, he had met with negative results; however, he indi-
cated that the file was outmoded and contained very little ini�o1~;.1ation sub-
clerirent to 1939.

On October 26 1°12 .:as CC;ntac&#39;i&#39;,ed
7.21,� Special Afent  A! and at that time, a list was furnished
to Agentiof those persons who had attended the Tenth Anxiiversary
&#39;1ele�orat e Pijghlander Folk School, held at Ijonteagle, Tennessee, on
Sunday, October 25, 1942. Tids list is being retained in the files of this .
office. -reported that there was very little activity of interest during
the celebration, and that no speeches or addresses were made, except one
by Dr. ALVA W1->rsnfLo.=:
more than a sermon.

of Nashville, Tennessee, this address being very little

-further informed that he had learned that the Extension
School, soonsored by the &#39;1-Iighlander Fo�c �chool, is presently in Atlanta,
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Georgia, and expected to remain there for a period of five or Six months.i

Reference letter of&#39;W; A. IMRPHH, Special Agent in Charge,
Knoxville, Tennessee Field Division, dated November 26, l9A2, advises
that after reviewing the file of instant organization, the Bureau has
stated that further active investigation of this school is not warranted,
an that outstanding leads should be covered inndiately, in order that _
this matter may be brought to a logical conclusion.

In view of the above facts, no further investigation is
contemplated, in this case, and it is being referred upon completion to the
office of origin; however, the Bureau will be kept currently advised of
any change in the control or policy of this school which might indicate
its connection with subversive activities.

M� E1EFETl;~lED UPON COIIPLETION TO THE LIQE OF ORIGIN .

-4-



4-750 �-T-?9l

E

5:]

7"]

I_l

92_._d

Xi-92292 XXX

M

4. &#39;-.. xxxxxx
xxxxxx
xxxxxx

FEDERAL BUREAU or INVESTIGATION

FDIPDI DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET

Page s! withheld entirely at this location in the �lv.  lno or more of the following statements, where

indicated. explain this deletion.

Deleted under exemption s!  _  D __ I with no segregable
material available for release to you.

Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request.

information pertained only to a third party. Your name  listed in the title only.

DoCument sl originating with the following guveniniuiil ¬i}.{ .&#39;l1 �92&#39; lt�5l _,

_____ _¥ ____e_. _ ____ ,was/were f&#39;oI"9292�arde&#39;d to them for direct response to you.

Pagefsl referred for consultation to the f&#39;oll0v~.ing govi-rnnient agencyhesl; il___i____
_  __ ,,_�_______�______ s as the information originated with them. You will

he Fifl92-&#39;l&#39;-�~" l I-l" I>1vr~1ilalIilit_92� upon return of the ninturial to the Fill.

Pagelsu wifhheld for the following reasnrilsl:

For _vourinl&#39;omIation: __?*___________   __ _i___________  _ ___W_

Th� followingL._umher is to be used for refvroiiceynrrlnig 1.l10s@ pages:

 l I;_-4&#39;} LL" /.e1!L]1i~i&#39;..   .............. __ . i  s is

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

§ DELETED PAGE S! §
X NO DUPLICATION FEE X
X FOR THIS PAGE X
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

FBI/DOJ



92

>- &#39;. ;- _- _�.

;»  _.- ..f&#39;92. �-�: &#39;.
ncsav 5"-~&#39;.-�;.l,1��. -"1 &#39;
-�Aw up: .&#39;-,"��-- .- -_~
�"1-&#39; xv}-3.77-._ " _&#39;.
"�92-.2 --�.&#39; 92 " :-:f

as .»92&#39;
&#39; 3

,-s-3.:--
}.§ . __.
2.-.-J-.  .__
"&#39;_:.92,;._.&#39;. A. ~;&#39;  .__  92 _

.,c»r»¢w
:-I  J»-�i�
e--- _-_-5&#39;1�,." .&#39;>- -. .,-J�

*§??:P�
_ 7., . ,., ;,.
L -= :5.-H; 4 " &#39; 1

_-_a»;»_s~%=@.
I-�r .

"11-

0.�-

,-, �92; &#39; &#39; &#39;:&#39;-X,  � &#39;1 .713-.  "Z

, _� _A�-;-&#39; &#39;4-;
f:;&#39;?:1*i�:.�~;E§ut.es""�:&#39;

. TE
" ~..:&#39;+

. 2�- .- he

Y». @

V 2

 �

F&#39;I

1- a-:I»$.<�_.�_-§,&#39;1,&#39;~
;¢:~:; =.=.I_ 21»:
"�__g.&#39;,-5�. _1; Q�,-,-._
e. it

.,  __r_.

J?�-
V

|4 1

..<.92
r&#39;}.§&#39;
92.

- ii. sushi _ OYED -
Enclosura3_U_!=�3� 25 �92�-35� -- e - _

. N

," _- _.__�_ |__ 2.1�  .�___Q ~.i.__h&#39;.u  _|&#39; -___. - _<92 .-_&#39;-1&#39; &#39;_,_r._-_*.¢:  .  _-_:__--7&#39;. .-__, _ ,,1-.1.�.._2;.£I,..1_;_!&#39;_a-..¢..-er-nn1_4_1f-n-L|¢.__a~-4._. .

- I P .
l 92 . � ,

A

Frheral Bureau nf ll1u2nti~  -.
0

- @
Ilmteh Efates Brpartmrnt nf Junta�:

Knoxville, Tennessee .

December ln, l9L2

Director
Federal Bureau of Investigation P
.&#39;.&#39;e.shington, D. C.

P! .
- 4

_ HIGHlANDER FOLK SCHOOL
INTERNAL SECURITY - C

Leer Sir: i

neference is made to the Bureau letters

of October 25, l9h2 and of December 7, l9L2, 61-T511. .

This is to advise that in accordance with

Bureau instructions, the file of this case was reviewed, at which
time it was ascertained that there were outstanding leads for the
Baltimore, Boston, Chicago and New Orleens Field Divisions. On
Hovember 26, l9h2 e letter was directed to these offices requesting
that this cese receive immediate attention in order that it might
be brought to e logical conclusion. Arrangements have also been made
whereby current literature of the Highlander Folk School will be
received by the Knoxville field Eivision.

It is anticipated that upon receipt of
reports covering the outstanding leads in this case, the file will
be oerried in e closed status, and information furnished to the

Bureau regarding current activities from time to time.

&#39; There is being enclosed herewith a mimeo-
graphed sheet entitled "Research Department, Highlander Folk School,�
which is self�expl=natory. ~

_ ~ = ¥ Yours truly,

BUY
92&#39;ur�I&#39;Ih
ITATII
ll Q.

r

_92�

ALL IHFORMATIGE TAINED u
HEREHJI UNCLAS £1
�[!ATE__    i Special A_;_;ent in

O/Llis

�D w. A. 1;usrsr

:&#39;YT/&#39;_/ /&#39;  I
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_ To meet the responsibilities placed upon it by the war;
Highlander Folk School recently set up e Research department:

&#39; nd union members in the South. Wfor its alumni, organizers a
The purpose of this Research Department is to put out materiel

1 isletion and .with interpretative information on labor eg
hlet end outline form; to serve eagovernment agencies in pemp

A u news exchange&#39;center between different locals; and to contact
union officials and union members individually about some of
their own&#39;problems as effected by the war.- _i7 �

" we have just published a short pamphlet on 1abor�manegement
1 i demonstrated by the enthusiasticcommittees- Its real ve ue e _

response we are receiving from both government officials and�
union members. Mr. Reginald Raymond, Whr Production Bonrd, .
wrote us. �Your pamphlet on production committees is deeply &#39;
appreciated. It is frank and cogent.� &#39; &#39; &#39;

- A district.dircctof of the United Steel Workers. ordering
b klet! contains excellent &#39;-e number of copies, wrote, � Your co

&#39; l to us.l�material and I believe it will be of greet Va ue

I Upon general request. we are now sending out simplified�
f in ortonce to lubor.lcharts and outlines on government agencies 0 Q

resented---outlining the stopson which unions are or con be rep
&#39; e resentetion. To thesethat should be token to obtain labor r p

activities we plan to odd the mailing of up-to-the-minute L
&#39; est our services, as well_es to -newsletters to those who requ 1

our extension workers and educators in the field. "" i

. The Research Department is Highlunder&#39;e latest development.
u to build up u research-Its successful beginning encourages s

" service can coll nt_ony time.A - � - "
i e e � ALL INFORMATKJN CONTMNED
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Jichzral Bureau nf IIHIIBSHQBIIHRI ,

linitnh Etatn Brpartumnt of lustirr I _
Knoxville, Tennessee

Director, FBI

Dear Sir:

January 29, 1915 »
4 .

92_

Q
HIGHLANDEH FOLK SCHOOL

INTERNAL SECURITY - C

In compliance with the Bureau&#39;s desires as

expressed by letter of December Y, l9h2, 61-7511, the
auxiliary offices receiving copies oi�this letter are re-
quested to complete pending investigation and submit P.UC
reports in the immediate future in order that this case

may be brought to a logical conclusion.

1�.-�Al.-I :11 T
61-12 -

CC - Louisville

Baltimore

Boston

Ghicago f
New Orleans

I

.31.!�;

_ _ �P

55 FEB9 1943
50> .

Very truly yours, l

W. A. LTURPI~II, SA

ALL INFORM!-�ITIOII COIITF-.IIIED

HEREINI UNCLASSIFIED
DATE 6*� <9�BY�_ Q1113 Sr

,/
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Frontal Bureau of lfnuentigzitiun

Hniteh States Bnpm-tmrnt nf Justin

633 Federal Building
Louisville, Kentucky

*�w�~"m February 12, l9L3

Director, F.B.I. g é
nu

RE: HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL

INTERIAL SECURITY - C

Dear Sir: _

In connection with an investigation of the above cap-
tioned institution, Knoxville, origin, it was ascertained as a
result of interviews with two individuals who attended the High-
lander Folk School, summer session in September, 19b2, that re-
;arks had been made by some of the instructors at this school to
1&6 effect that Qrs L anklin D. Roosevelt was a contributor to

the S=1~@@l-
advised it was stated in c ass that Lrs. Roosevelt contributed
to the school_and would be in attendance on the last day of session
épril 13, l9h2. &#39;

advised writer on

anuary zo, l9n3 in an interview to ascertain information concern-
ing subject organization that Mrs. Roosevelt offers a $100 scholar-
ship for subject organization each year.

I P" =-w;-HON  Very truly yours,

L .> . CLASSIr|cD Q7/�@iBY -  M$1/o5� --» ._u- .

Special Agent ln Charge

-D3 �""� .1, /~ ¢*&#39;
&#39; EEECORDEL  /1�.../e. �/ -a
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�TORY I&#39;C92�-�vri
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92 FEDEHEL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATIOJ

, TElIL-FFSSES � - " - &#39; LVLE. FILE oi-1.2
ORIGIN: KKOXVILLE

2-13-93 1°"1�*�*2"1&#39;22» F
i 7ff.�*,2ii,25,2o,27-1r3?*:*  �nlw

Louisville, Ky.

&#39;*":~:1c:»am.:-mass FOLK SC1~iOOL_ . II~I&#39;I&#39;E3�iE¬Al. SECURITY - 0

SYNOPSIS: Group of Louisville labor union members attended-session
of Highlander Folk School September, l9h2 at Monteagle,
Tennessee. MILES HOR�DJ recruited these students on his
visit to Louisville in summer of l9L2. Interviews with

_ 1, 1 *f*:jT these union members reflected the general opinioh that
kU1L{P�N5*�i*�*��� �the subject organization is dominated by C10 influence.
aY&#39;*"V&#39;TL����*��-and teaches radicalism similar if not identical with �

Communism. �ames of teachers End labor organisers who &#39;

vis st forth. "ote

l -
I _

Asmtv "_�0SI»n_rs
ass.�-Rrc&#39;n. �tit;

87¢

Rcsicents of HoAtea5l6, Tennessee distrust &#39;

subject organisation. Local SIC Financial Secretary at
Louisville favorably impressed by subject orgsnizstion.

O

**=:-*?>*�<

- R U C - &#39; -

;~1.;s;.=.si.&#39;cs= se;»@1~t of Spf,-Ciel ..__ent cs. _dsted October
l9L2 at Knoxville, Tenaessee.

22, . é�g

DEY=lLS In rsferchccd report the names of several local union
bers mere set forth indicating that they hzd attended the
siwaer session of the Highlander Folk School Pt Hcntsagle,

Tennessee from September 1 to September 13, l9L2._ .

.&#39;.G a&#39;;3.�11--

- n

&#39;-�t I-J5 I961

_ �J4,/
=__:l=l_,,s___; _:l__lll.__"l:=__s_ _ _ -==.. 1>>1~

lz�m 7<i~;.?i§//1/.é-.!%i
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I�niteh Etates Bepartment uf Justice &#39;

Knoxville, Tennessee
March l5, 19143

Director, FBI
0

Re:  %IGHI.-ANDER FOLK SCHOOL
INTERNAL SECURITY � C

Dear Sir: ~ ~

Bureau dated January 29, 19113,, indicating that a closing report
Reference is made to Knoxville letter to the

in

the above-captioned matter would be submitted as soon as all out-
standing leads are covered.

copies of this letter still have undeveloped leads in this case
This is to advise that the offices receiving

outstanding. As soon as these leads are covered, a closing report
will be submitted.

I Very truly yours,

at rs.  W. A. MURPHI, SAC

 1�/cc, ?eh
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= As leads outstanding in Charlotte and
_ Chicago Field Divisions relate more to
&#39; individual activities on the part of perr

sons previously listed as lecturers and
on mailing list of Highlander Folk School,
and do not relate to the activities of the I

school itself, investigation being closed,
since there is no proof of Communist con-
trol or domination in the conduct of the

school, although there are many indications
of liberal if not radical interests in it-

- C _

Bureau letter dated 10-25-Q2, Bureau file
61-7511 ¢ -

A review of the outstanding leads in this case
reflects that they relate more to determining
the present activities of persons who at one

from the Highlander Folk School, rather than to any activity on
of the school itself. It is considered that further investigation I
leads is not warranted at this time. &#39;
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-  The Bureau by letter of o ,  2 &#39;6 76�in reviewing the summary report of Special Agent   Knoxville,
Tennessee, dated September 12, 19b2, advised that y one u ed that - _
the investigation failed.to reflect Communist control or domination &#39;, a�
in the conduct of the Highlander Folk School at Monteagle, Tennessee,
although there are many indications of liberal if not radical interests &#39;
in it. &#39; ;_ - as - s .

- The Knoxville Field Division will maintain

contact with informants in the vicinity of Monteagle in order to be
kept advised of any change in the control or policy of the school, as well
as its activities, officers and sponsors. . �

_ At a meeting of the Executive Council of the
Highlander Folk School held at Monteagle March 2B,&#39;l943, the council
recognized that the present struggle to defeat the Axis required the school
to intensify its activities �in behalf of democracy.&#39;; The meeting of the .
council was rather fully written up in the Highlander Fling, official
publication of the school in the following editorial: _ g - ;;

"Members discussed the work done in the Summer-
field Community by the school-work which continues to have widespread
results even though many of our neighbors have left for the armed services
and some have temporarily left the community to work in defense plants.
The school functions as a rural settlement house here in this Cumberland

community and as a training school for labor leaders in its extension
activities.

Consideration was given to proposed recreation
programs for Tennessee trade unions. Other subjects discussed included
revival of the research and publications department when a suitable person
can be found to replace Bi1i§§lkuss, drafted; establishment of a nursery
school demonstration project, and the setting up of a nation-wide Highlander
Association to provide support for the school&#39;s activities.

92f

Eva92Zhitlowsky reported that more than $70 of
the necessary $200 had sen realised fo the Bill Buttrick Hemorial Cabin
through the sale of Bi1§92§uttrick&#39;s picture. when sufficient money is
raised, a cabin for boys will be built in memory of this young HFS teacher,
who was one of the pioneers in Southern labor education.

4 Miss Zhitlowsky also reported that MarLa_,
9256tenzel had made a trip to Knoxville when CIO unionists held the dedication

_ 2 _
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for the remaining two of Maria&#39;s murals. These murals, commemorating
the rise oi� the labor movement, now hang in regional CID headquarters
at Knoxville. 1 i &#39;  . _ * a

d Carolymginklestein reported that the great
need of HFS is direct and substantial union support to implement the work
of the office force in raising funds to carry on the school program.
st its highest efficiency, the-office force can only raise money to equal
one large grant. A committee was appoi ed to consider this matter.

. , � , A�ristopher, Jame .Dombrowski, iflyl orton, Zilphi-s-t�ortqn, Alton p r
_&#39; wrence, I-i1ar1>§�J�21.1-:1-ance, Eva Zhitlows , and Carolyiw�nl-;e1stein.&#39;_

92  Council =e ers were Billlxlgawzford Paul E.

This matter is �being closedon the authority c
of the Special Agent in Charge. _ . _

� CLOSED --

-
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Rcrerence in made to your request of Ir. Edward A. hm under &#39;

date of February lb, 191:7, at which time IW requested any lntormetitn
available concerning the Highlander Folk School at Bontoegle, Toonceoae.
The 11 heratorc I-&#39;I�.1<�h you forwarded with your request has ruined and
pllotoetatlo copies made for the colpletion of our £1108.
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For your mrther confidential intonation, I no enclosing _&#39; I
herewith a memorandum which eumaarlzea information contained in our I
filos &#39;"onccrnin= the Hi hl d. - ;_, g an or Folk School as of S�pbeaber, l9I12

4|   &#39; &#39; &#39; .ore ha. been no subsequent informtlon received emco 1942 which
would change materially the information oontalnad in that IsBUQX"H-Dd�-I-Bu

I em r�turnlng herewith the literature which was forwarded
to you by the Hashimgton Committee for the Highlander Folk Schoolfhi�
:61. out considerable irxformzion concerning the background and a¢?.iv£t1ei;l
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Attacks� ljede on the �B1ghlsnd_er Folk 8glgo_Q_1 &#39;

Ihen the Ei��snder Folk School first moved to Ioatsagle, &#39;1&#39;enneeaee, &#39; A
iixlii Horton, together with the ctha� of tho Highlander ?cl�s school, &#39;--as -
introduced to nenbere oi� the community by Dr. Lillian Johnson who asked that
they help then: in their endeavors. The Highlander Polk Bchool staff includes -
individuals who are sell educated and seem to have a sincere desire to help ,
the people or the South. In this connecticn they. strongly followed the i
Socialist-Commmiet united front program of the early 1930&#39;s. lost oi� the
literature passed out by the school at that tine nae oi� a socislistic nature.
In connection with their is-ogrsn, however, they soon developed a theory oi�
using militant labor strikes in an effort to scliditythe workers in a comm
cc.-use end to ispress u@ their ti; gcessity oi� 9!&#39;g@.1!1_!_&#39;lg in order to gm

� the poser or austere. In this connection the school issued pasphlete entitled
_ "Y?-.3 Is Iced the Union." These pamphlets state that there is elieys e ccnrliot
i between labor and capital and thet whet is good tor the Iensgemont and cspltsl

must of necessity be bad for labor. + t � -

The Highlander Folk School sea also instruaentil in organising the
Workers Alliance in Grundy County which was later declared �by its president
and secretary, Devid Lesser and Herbert Benjamin, to be controlled by the Communist
xi Ly. In connection with the Iorkere Alliance, Iyles Horton, James nonbroaski,
and the Highlander Folk School faculty encouraged the sitdcurn strike at iicnteegle,
�I92;..-messes, in February, 1939- This strike was one of the factors which brought
tne growing resentment of the conmunity to a head and it brought into prominence
-1; or,;s=-citation S-moan as the Grundy County Crusaders who bitterly opposed the
school smd made every effort to drive it Iron the cccln92_1_n_i.ty=

In the early tall of 1939 John Hcnnugal Burns, a reporter for the
Nashville Tonnocsean,newspeper, visited the Highlander Folk School tor&#39;
npproximatoly one sack at which time he also talked with residents in the
community ix an effort to determine whether the school was Communistio or�

�CCmmUniet controlled. Burns reported in newspaper articles that: the _
�Fighlander Folk School is the centor for spreading Communist doctrines in
thirteen outstanding steteeqthat connected with its leadership are persons
who have been charged with being Communists; its faculty spreads Conmniss

1-n; snhdo its alumni to labor organisations where they maintain contact with
Ftheir alma mater and spread its teachings over e side ares; holds conferences
lat the school letneen regular sessions where it teaches Communist theories to
:3eLcr leaders and others; it is s source of plays for use by "progressive"
;&#39;1r92"h192-_ q-e|gr9292e|I92- Iv!-lush 92921saae- &#39;.II92le1eu1- Fanqmeen�-Q negnnnrynnsll
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On Kovember 13, 19140, e lurch on the Highlander Polk School wee eve:-ted
by holxiing, e meeting or the representatives or the Grundy Count; Crusade:-e end t
member: oi� the faculty in I eeseion held at Sewanee Univoreity. it thil tine
the Grondy County .C:-ueadere hurled acoueatione at the Highlander I-�olk School,
stating, that it was o �hotbed oi� Conmmien." Jamel Doubroweki of the Highlander
yolk School faculty eneeered for the echool and eepleined that the eohool was l
purely e labor echool and stated that in the event that the crueadere could prove
the echool no Conunmietio, it would immediately move I�!-on the county. �Ibo "
Grundy county Crueederl were unable to produce sufficient evidence which would
indicate that the school was controlled by the Comnniet Party.

Charter lienberl *

Ae indicated previouely, the Bighleoder yolk School at its inception
tee founded by Myles Horton who wee known to be e -Socialist at that tine and by
Don west who had openly eteted that he wee e Communist. Don Feet res described
in an article �lfhioh appeared in the Dolly Korker as I young mountaineer poet .
who became rovolutionllry and etudied Uarx and Lenin for the purpose of
organizing Keg:-oee end white termere in Georgie. &#39;

Palcoln Chisholm, e charter member oi� this echool, was killed fighting
$211;-T" the Spanish Loyaliets during the Sgnnieh Civil Fer.

Janos 1}ombrow&#39;eki was e charter member of-the Highlander Folk School
and a faculty member oi� the echool until the spring of 19142 when he resigned
He position to become secretary for the Southern Conference for Human Fielfare.

&#39; �t has been leportcd that Dombrowski has expressed himself as being in sympathy
-H1: the Russian form of government, that he thought that revolution one
in="*1itable. are that the capitalistic system should be overthrown. He is also
z. _;-orted to have been a member oi� the Communist Party in Chattanooga, Tennessee,
-_:;d to have attended many meetings in that city in the years 1933 to 191$!.
D-::nbro=&#39;s�.<i is reported to be imbued with e philosophy of saving mankind and
has been particularly interested in helping southern labor and attempting to
i:1;.rove labor conditions in the South.

31.311.-a Ii-�.1115 of Comuniet Influence

in the Program of t1le_Schoo1 Z __ .

A study of the program of the Highlander Folk Echool indi catce that
...... .,_..ool followed the Communist Party lino to a certain degree. Tho school
wao O1&#39;;&r1iZed at a time when the Communists end Socialists had a progam for .
~n.i*.od front organizations for pereane who were dieeatiefied with the country&#39;s

.p:;1iT-108-1 and economic oonditione. I»&#39;ell-Imam Communists ouch as Robert Hell or
1;�-.i.rningham, Alabama, and Ted Eellnan or Chattanooga, Tennessee, frequently visited
{this echool. The Iiorkere Lllience was termed in Iooteagle by the Highlander Folk
School and the militant etrike policy advocated by the Gonmuniete for the purpoee

lo!� organizing labor wee edopted by the school. It no during thin period that Jame
&#39;  1; ;---:"::i and Irylee Horton were reported to have been seen  Tounz iwimiii
�;,.»=¢,,,n= c..rc*s in their poseeeeion end to have node etetenente which would indicate
their sympathy for the Rueeien torn oi� governeent.
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, L1terstbo�recs1vod by Ind dstributod by the Highlander Polk Sohodl
consist: or labor pamphlets snd nsgazines, socielietic literature, sncl to eons
extent Coznunist literatm-o. The Highlander Folk School _i.s not believed to have
passed out pamphlote or the Communist Party ouch an literature protoetin; the �A
deportation or Brldgai, Ironing or Earl Brosder, eto., but has contented itself
with providing publications ouch as "Soviet Poser," s"ComuoLet Ianirseto� end ,
literature shich presents the broad picture at Communion rethor than that 92
representing the various turning: ox� the liomu.-zist Part; line.  A _&#39; _;- &#39;

_ _ . |._� _ _ _ I _ I
- I _ �I .

F�°°"_�i5_L2f o*1as1§1g*11*=4@*_!@1¥_§&P99¥ T "* c ~ r <  _ o r
;�.  - k

may inoividusls of high government, Lsbor,� �end social otending have
emzoraod this echool Iron time to tint, including llrs. Franklin B. Roosevelt,
Ire. Hugo L. Black, John L. Lewis, Ire. Herold L. Ickss, Sidney Billion, and
others. - . e  -. ~ A ~~ . * - _

to rsiee funds tor this school, Kyles liorton and others have spent s
great deal or time in the north trying to enlilt the aid of prominent educators
and political �gurost This schoolhae slso presontod community programs and
benefits in Eontoagle in on effort to gain th Iuppot of the local citizens
es roll as to educate the persona in the surrounding ccmmnitiee. ilthough the
school has been branded by many as Communist, there is no lubotantisl evidence
indicating that it is controlled by the rCom=:un1st Party. Howevor, there sre
n-.:m¬-rcus indicationa that the school ioiliboral and radical and, therefore,
opposed by conservatives. � _ _
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S.�".C, Iinozzville

5UBJECT= T,C�Y.&#39;iLTY OF C&#39;vOVFl&#39;=�lI1-EIFT EIIPLOYEES »C</

Reference is made to section A of S510 letter &#39;-3§,_ &#39; /
N : tilc1r:t_e-1 1-Torch 2, l93+8. There are no recognized Communist 1�-�ron

or3e.niz;tt&#39; one active within the territonr of the I-Cnoxville
13ivision_ The only three groups, suspected of Conmlunist affilia-
tion, which have members in this district, are set out herewith.

; . A

90"� Du-""""� The Southern Conference for Human Welfare, cited in the
Iicuee �Un-,&#39;1.r.:e1"ic".n ,-Xctivities Committee pamphlet, has its heed-
quarters for this area at I�eshville, &#39;T&#39;§§*�;&#39;]Q$"&#39;,-;�8_, within the Memphis
district, one therefore no attempt will be&#39;m:u1e �by this office to
::".n;r1erize its nature. There is no loc:-11 group of Southern Conference
for �I-1&#39;.1z::.:.n�.-IeJ_i"c.re organized and active in the Knoxville area, although
there eie�jew known members residing in this district.

BM
9�� "92-The Southern Negro Youth Congress hes, some members in &#39;

CI11tt?_�~".&#39;;o but is not listed and has no or;-zznized. group or
:.ctivit;-&#39; in this area. On the possibility that this goup Lzey
he ">""-"** 111&#39; te� the I-Iationsl Iiegro Con,-§&#39;ess and as this ghoul�-

.. H .5

. r , .&#39;92Cl&#39;~G.U1".:-l:|"&#39;t@I&#39;S I01� this ere: in Biro.�-n;:1"2:--, .�92.l.e".b;.1:1:-., it 1
&#39;:i:ei:-1;; I.SE1L&#39;,�_C=F.-L th:."i:- the Bi1&#39;r.1i:".gh:*n office will firrnish 0. shetelz ii�

it is proper.

!/ O1-.e f*:;~ie]_y 100121 _, I
-I 1., ";"ron�: o:."�."=:1;1:st-ion" wit-hin  are-.; is the Hi"h1:-.nder Fol}:
�fl &#39; -92 -J

at 13¢-:1&#39;te;=;1»&#39;.-L. &#39;l�c1"|noscee. A . ;:n;?&#39;.l sketch oi� th:T.:- school :&#39; " I
J. ~  i�"&#39;*"&#39;---~�~ 3 ,<»

1
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September 22, 1945

Dear �

Your letter p , ,
contents carefully noted. Your courtesy and interest in making this
information available are indeed appreciated.

of Se tember 9 1948 has been received and the

. 4 � rel� �U �Z I .

é /K   a John Edgar Hoover
Di t100-33049-4 rec or

=/MAILED 4

�w sap 22 1943 PM

1  i,

l i 92 i, . ,_ - _ - f, .  - -~ .
.   _-n

- J _

Sincerely yours,

coming! . *1

I re ret however that I am unable to comply with yourE

request as this Bureau is precluded from furnishing information to
�- di olioy pro-other than authorized sources tnrough a long-stan ng p

ml  ted by the Attorney General. I am sure that you will realize
the necessity for such a procedure.

|_r

u-.
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&#39; Reference is made to Imlisville letter to the

Director dated March 3, 19149.

Considerable investigation has been conducted by
the Knoxville Office in the case entitled "Highlander Folk
School; Internal curity - O"  Bureau file number 61-T511!.
This investigati disclosed no proof of Communist controlor domination �e conduct of the school,although there
were many ind&#39;c �ons of liberal, if not radical, interests
in it. WE , Director of the school, is reputedly
a Socialist and runs the school primarily as a training school
for labor leaders. The school is ostensibly supported by the

CIO,

During the period in 191»: in which Q states
that he had conversation with an unknown individual at e

lander Folk School, Monteegle, Tennessee, no investigation
conducted by this office st that tine developed any infers-ation
that the Highlander Folk School was utilizing wire-tapping
equipment, or that they were in any manner engaged in such _
activities.

As the incident referred to in referenced letter

took place a number of years ago and, as before stated, inves-
tigation at that time does not substantiate
furnished by him now, the case is not being
time and no �n�-ther action will be taken by

advised to the contrary by the Bureau.

Should _ <=@-11 at

information

reopened at this
this office unless

the Knoxville Office

as is indicated by referenced letter, he will, of course, be
received, and any further information which he cares to offer
will be duly recorded. The indices of the Knoxville Office
were checked with negative results for any previous references
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REMARKS
Ewe secretary stated that Jéage Ba
geceived a request for a donation
Highlander Folk School, Honieagle,
and he, Judge Bazelvn, would like
if the Bureau can furnish him any
concerning ihis School. After che
secretary was referred to yr. Laug
Fletcher&#39;s office.
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Ev reference from the Director&#39;s Office I took a "m���_" but

telephone call at 12:50 am. today £r0m_ who 9* ..1......_said she is secretary to Jud e David LAaze!on o! gs U. !. -_ -..,.Circuit Court of Appeals.  .d that the Judge Q: nun: __
had received a letter from e High ander Folk School in ---&#39; -�-__-
lionteagle, Tennessee, requesting a donation, and the Judge
to know whether the Bureau had any information in its files
regarding this institution which might be made available to him.
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I t@1e_ that I vould look into this matter
her back.

The Bureau files show that we have conducted an

of the Highlander Folk School. On February
request made by Ilr. Bazelon of Assistant to
Tamm on February 11., 191.7, we forwarded to

extensive
21, 1947,
the
I-�r. Bazelon

.1__ _
[.10 H.

1&#39;1. A.

e-"~o;*andum summarizing information contained in our files as of
-vrwber, 1.942, pointing out that no subsequent information had
rcoeivod since that time which would materially change �le
contained in that nernorandum.

The Highlander Folk School of I~Ionteag1.e, Tennessee, is
ntioned in several places in the Dies Committee Report  Volumes 1

and 10 - 61--7582!. However,the School has not been cited as being
Communistic.

REr�mr92rn.117/"..  /IIn a statement made by Hr. Walter S. Steele &#39;before�~é1{e  -;
;.1ecial Committee on Un�American Activities on December 29, 1934: FE�-14> -"1

n117&#39;1. /
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app-ears the following: "Of the other separate Communistic and
radical &#39;theatrical&#39; branches in the U.S. we shall mention:

....  e! Highlander Folk School Dramatics Club, its purposes,
labor plays." » 5 � - I =

¢l.CTi&#39;OI".�:

It is recomr."-ended that I be permitted �ho call _ �¬7c"
and tell her that the Bureau previously had submitted a. memorandum
regarding the Highlander Folk School to Kr. Bazelon when he was

-:.ith the Department on February 21, l94&#39;7, and also to tell her for
the Judge&#39;s ini&#39;ormat:&#39;.on that while there are several references to
this group in the Dies Committee Reports, it has not been cited

r +1� * frb3 chat body. If you a_,ree_ "rill be so advised.
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FHIGHLAN DER FOLK sc|-|oo|_

~<;,�&#39;~

.»�*-.
�T

MONTEAGLE, TENNESSEE

&#39;3"

December 10, 1950

Lir. Hugh H. Clegg
Assistant Director
Federal Bureau of Investigation -

Washington, Tl. C.

Dear Mr. Clegg:

I was pleased to read from the International Labor
News Service that you feel that the "success of
communism" can be measured by the weaknesses of
democracy. I am lead to believe by your analysis
of the situation that you would approve the enclosed
statement of policy of the Highlander Folk School.

In the South people are often criticized who believe
as we do here at Highlander that disci?&#39;imination is
incompatible with democracy. In fact I was told
recently by one of your agents that the contents of
the enclosed news release would be considered comm-

unistic by a majority oi� Southern people.

I sincerely trust that the position taken by you in
the New York Herald Tribune forum is the official
position of the F.B.I., and not the position implied -
by the activities of your representatives who have
questioned our neighbors regarding visits of Negroes
to the School-

�Z

would you clear this matter up for me? /"
- ,,_-.�.:_./_ _..._.

01I1D¬I�P y yours,

.-0 K�
ALLlh£FORMATID¥�JCONTAINED ,»/� sgjy M om  I,
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 4! w Director ~~~i  -
DATEJ /{ME _BY 5 � p �

cw mzconoen-2:5 V!/%_,_.: ,,-_,,,¢;..y;_,;.S,f
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Highlander Folk School for imediate release
Lionteagle , Tennessee

Zdonteagle, Tennessee . . . November 20, 1950 . . ."Our Ghristmss bells could

be freedom bells if we dared include all minorities in our circle of brother-

.- - - . .. ..1ghls$er

hood -&#39; = ~

Folk School-

"Freedom bells ringing in the cabins of Negro sharecroppers, ringing
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HIGHLANTIIR FOLK SOHOCL .
3TA&#39;IE&#39;ul�-1%?!� OF PURPOE, PROGREti AND POLICY _

We reaffim our faith in democracy as a goal that will bring dignity and
freedom to ell; in democracy as an expanding concept encompassing human "
relations from the smallest community organization to international struc-
ture; and permeating all economic, social, and political activities.

Democracy to us means that membership in the human family entitles all to-
freedom of thought and rel igion, to equal rights to a livelihood, education
and health; to equal opportunity to participate in the cultural life of
the community and to equal access to public services. I y

�He hold that democracy is inactive unless workers ere given a full voice
in industry through unions; or farzoe-rs are given ¢=, voice in the narket i
place through cooperatives; or where freedom of-thought and discussion is _
limited; that democracy is outlawed by legally entrenched di.sc:|:&#39;i:nination
and segregation; that there dust be diversity of approach but each step y
must be in conformity with the goal, which is dishonored by each undemo-
cratic act. � &#39; -

&#39;.-.&#39;it2~. a democratic goal, we are in a position to fight anything that gets in
*2" "."_&#39;;, 1-.~hether_it be totalitarian communism, or fascism or monopoly
dominated capitalism. &#39; . r .

The purpose of the Highlander Folk School is to assist in creating leader-
 :"or democracy. Our services are available to labor, farm community,
rdigious and civic organizations working toward a democractic goal. .

1 as ""~ture of a specific educational program will be determined by the needs
*  at-udents. _

~15 &#39;_.¬ the services of the 3chool by individual organiz-"tio!15 will be in
&#39;  -"L-1 with their own policies so long as these policies do not conflict
with the purposes of the School. .1�. staff member will assist in planning
and coordinating all progra;-15.�

&#39; 4. ii� ,1; 1-:.*.&#39;u=r&#39; Folk School is a chartered institution, cooperatively owned
by the teaching staff. It has ho afiiliations. The policies and program
--P �H School are wholly determined by an Executive Council composed of the
+ we .<.~.<~: &#39;neoogni2-ed Southern leaders. o &#39;

E5ig&#39;"_1s:1c3er Folk School is supported by contributions from individuals, organ-
izations served by the School, foundations and tuition. _

1*;-_s 1,-was call for an affinastive program, based on a positive goal. An
az:o;; cf democracy deeply rooted in the lives, stmgrles and traditions of
the gmgyicgn pggple must be created. By broadening the scope of democracy
to include everyone, and deepening the concept to include every relation-
-Mn the arm; of democracy would be so vast and so determined thet nothing

»-:w~:;¢ could stand in its path. . x
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, Inasmuch as it was felt that it would be more desirable for this

letter to be answered by M. Clegg over his signature rather than to
have an answer over the Director&#39;s signaturefjigmemorandum was routed to
Mr. Clegg on the afternoon of December 22, 1950, in order that he might
prepare the letter. Mr. Clegg returned the memorandum for preparation of
a reply by the Security Division. It was received on the afternoon of

December 26, 1950,  after the Christmas holidays! by the Security Division
for this purpose. Immediately another reply to Horton was prepared dated
the following day, December 27.

On January&#39;3, 1951, the letter was returned to the Security Division,
requesting that another reply be prepared for Myles Horton, this time deleting
a sentence that was in the previous letter. This was done immediately and

the revised letter was approved and mailed on January 3, 1951.
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