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H29HT&nder Folk Sel & N is an interracial
school located, at | e s Tennessee, whic*
is primarily suppoy - ionations from
individuals ang fr ~junions in the form
of payments for Stuucuro who attend. HFS ig

the subject of g pendin investigation,
We have conducted ap investigation of it in the
past in view of allegations received that it was
the headquarters for communist activities in
east Tennessee. OQur investigation failed to
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might have which would be pertinent to this investiga- h*_ﬁg/f{
tion. made no comment T JER
concer reau's interest co r,. .

and merely accepted his remark. -
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Any further information rels tive to this
matter will be brought to the attention of the Bureau.
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an r!blklchool.

lon teagle, ronnesm
sN-C .

llu-ht 12/31/66 and n&vilh
letter 1/31/87, tiened as
above (iatereffice).

JOu Are AwWRre, reau ingtructed

investigation of the lighla.nder Folk Scheel

is to be conducted and that it is neot to be ducuud
with any person,pre er cea,
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press release mace a ate Dy
Tennessee Federation for Constitutional Government, entitled

' \"Joint.Statement.gf,State.Qtiggqyg_apd Organization Leaders
of "the Tennessee Federation for_anstifﬁtidnéi‘pqvefﬁmghf?’“'
This statement sets out the fact that these men support the
proposal that a committee of the Tennessee State Legislature
investigate the Highlander Folk School at Monteagle, Tennessee
and set forth the basis for their stand: - - | o S

, Enclosed for the Bufeau and Knoxville are autostat
copies of this statement. o : : :
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' .- ALLINFORMATION CONTAINED -
FOR RELEASE HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIEDA[NED
TE_3lalPy

Donald Davidson, Chairman A BY
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' JOINT STATEMENT OF STATE OFFICERS AND ORGANIZATION

LEADERS OF THE TENNESSEE FEDERATION FOR CONSTITUTIONAL . GOVERNMENT

In view of the past record of Highlander Folk School, it is no
surprise whatever tha? the Legislature should have in view a thorough
investigation of the institution, We heartily commend and support
their actlon, .

What is surprising 1s that an} informed citizens of Tennessee
would object to a action so obviously demanded in the interest of the
public welfare and already too léng delayed, In this connection we
refer particularly to a group of faculty me%bera of the University
of the South who in a public letter have attacked the good faith and
imprusned the motives of the duly elected members of our present
General Assembly, We deplore this display of academic gullibility
and folly. This group and a few other critics have been so 111-
advised as to accuse the Legislature of "McCarthyism™ and ™Witch
huntiné." We resent this insult offered to the Legiilaturé and the
people of Tennesaee,

The record of Highlander Folk School as a seat of agitation

4

and subversion is already well-documented up to 1954, through the
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«- ~¢ wsrught up to date by careful inquiry, undertaken with special
reference to activities of the school in Tennessee. An historic op=-"
portunity presents itself to the members of the Tenneassee Legislature,
They, and perhaps only they, with their intiqatq kpowladgp of Tennessee

-affaire, can finelly get to the root of théfﬁgouplq ttﬁBighllndor_Polk

N VR . ' P .
School, ‘E??{ BTN T
~R o ‘Y rts

In the Hearings of the U, S. Senate Sub-Committes on Internal
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Security of March 18, 19,‘and 20, 1954, Highlander Folk School is
revealed through sworn testimony hs having been 8 center of subfefsiv;
activity since 1940 or earlier, At these heerings Paul Crouch, for
seventeen years a communist leader, former Communist’ District Organizer
for North Carolina, South Carolina and Tennessee, testified as followsg

"Senator Eastland: 'What 1s the Highlander Folk School?!

"Mr, Crouch: 'The Highlander Folk School is a school ojerated
at Monteagle, Tennessee ostensibly as an independent labor school but
actually working in close co-operation with the Communist Party.'"

On March 19, 1954 Mr, Crouch testifled that in 1940 as Communist
--g-=saw=wT, he met with Myles Horton, James Dombpowski and Ed McCrea,
the Nashville Oréanizer of the Communist Party and "later my successor
s Tennessee Organizer," at Highlander Folk School. Mr. Crouch said
in reference to this meeting that "The Communist Party was anxious
t¢ get the maximum results from Highlander Folk School without endan-
gering Mr, Horton or anyone.,"

¢rouch explained that ", , , If it were to become public lmowledge

«nta " Ll Highlander Folk School was co-operating top closely with the

Cormmurist Party and carrying on too much open Communist propaganda
:t «ould endanger its funds and its support , ., ." (Pages 125-126)
On Page 135 of the officia]l recorded Hearings of the Senate

sivesilgaiiva Mr, Arens, Counsel for the Committee, asked Mr. Crouch

L]
%

the ®"2llowing questions

"¥- Arenss 'What conferences did you have there /Righlander
Folk School/? What was the purpose of the conferences? What was
accorplished in these ‘conferences at the Highlander Folk School?!
"Mr, Crouch: tThe purpo;e of the conference was to work out a

plar he which the-Daily Worker (Official Communist Newspaper) would

(more )
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be purchased by the school, They would be made accessible to the students,:
that everywhere possible the instructors would refer to the Daily Worker,
to news that had come in it, to encourage the studenta to resad it, and
it was agreed that the Communist Party should have a student, a leader,
sent there as a student whose ij i1t would be to 1ook around for pros-
pective recrults, Qnd Mildred White, now in Washington, D. C, was
selected to attend the Highlander Folk School for the purpose of recruiting
for the Communist Party and carry}ng the Communist Party line among the
student body there,!

“Mr, Arens; fYou said it was agreed? Who agreed?!

"M¥r, Crouch: iMr, Horton and Mr, Dombrowski,?®

"Mr, Arens:; 'Did you ever solicit Mr, Horton for membership in the
Communist Party?! |

"Mr, Crouch: 'I digd,!
"Mr, Arens: 'Tell the circumstances of that solicitation and what
transpired.! - ‘!
"Mr, Crouch: 'At that meeting after we discussed the.;BhOOI I
e3ked Hr. Hortor to become a formal member of the Communist Party and
nis reply was, as near as I can recall his words, 'I'm doing you just
&8 much good now as I would'ir I were a member of the Communist Party.
i am often asked if I am a Communist Party member ana I always say 'no',
T fenl mucbrsafer in having no fear that evidence might be uncovered te
Y- = intc the Communist Party, and therefore 1 prefer not to becoms
a member of the Communist Party,t'" (Pageﬁ 135-136)

Crouch also 1dentified Rev. Don West and Myled Horton as "original
founders" of the Highlander Folk School but said West had earlier left

to engage in Soclalist and Communist work in Georgia, North Carolina

and Kentucky.
{more)
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On Page 150 of the Senate Hearings Mr, Horton couldn't "remember"
whether the above mentioned Mildred White was a student at Highlander
.Folk-Schoollbut said if she was "she was sent by a union, not by the
Communist Party., We accept no students from the Communisf Party and
never have,"

Thersupon Mr, Hortoq, who now offers to be so co-operative with
the Legislature of Tennessee, grew so obstreperous at Senator Eastland'’s
questioning on Mildred White that the ssnator ordered the marshal to
e Ject Horton from the room, (Page 151, Senate Hearings, March, 1954)

M s e .w o o _ ___
EX=3-J w

above quotations are only a small portion of the evidence
printed in Congressional records up to 1954,

The Tennessee Leglslature has the right nné the duty té ingquire
into more recent activities of Highlander Folk Sehool,.farticultrly
into the widely publicized meeting of the summer of 1957, This meeting ~
has not yet been investigated, It was attended by a number of well~
known Communists, fellow-travelers, leftists, and well known agitators
from points of friction in the South,

The Tennessee Legislature has the right and duty to inquire whethsr
there is a connection betwe
and incitements to disorder éccurring at Clinton, Nashville, Little
Rock, Atlanta,'!ontéomery, and other places,

The Tennessee Leglslature has the right and duty to inquire whether,
by reason of, its activities and policies, Highlander Folk School 1s
#ciing in violation of Tennessee laws or is conspiring to violate our
laws,

When the facts have been duly determined by such inquiry as the
Leglslature, the sovereign governing body of Tennessee; may undertake,

1t can then be decided whether the school
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subject to pfbsecution for creating a public nﬁilanoe and oon;tiiuting

a threat to the peace and tranquility of Tennessee.

Signed:

Professor Donald Davidson, Vanderbilt Univeraity
Chancelor Wayne Cox of Henry County

Bob Murray, Mayor of Huntington

District Attorney Genersl Dave Murray of Jackson
Dr. John M. Aden of Vanderbilt University

Ben I. King, Former U. S, Marshal of Gibson County

Bob Gulnn, Contractor of Hardin County

Roy Boyd, Clerk and Master of Tipton County ' v
Dick German, District Attorney General of Crockett *

John McNail,: Gibson County Banker

Ewing J, Harris, Former State Senator of Hardeman County

A. 5. Inghram, President, Tennessee Federation, Madison County

Frank Daniels, Lion 0il Executive of Jackson
Henry Vaughn, County Clerk of Tipton
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W, E, Michaels, Attorney and Author of Sweetwater :
Dick Burrow, Jr,, American Legion Anti-Subversive Committee
C., C. Bradley, Insurance Executive of Nashville

George Nolan, Manufacturer of’ Nashville

Robert Hardee, Esq., Maglatrate of Madison County

John Sanford, County A,torney of Lauderdale

Robert Thomas, Aytorney of Lauderdale : .

L. L. Dennis, Merchant of Tipton

"Robert E. Lee Galimore, Former St¢ate Senator of Weakley
Dean Grooms, Former Speaker of the Senate of ﬂeakloy

: W, M. Miles, Former Siate Senator of Oblon

| Prentice Wynn, Lake County Land Owner

- E, T. Palmer, Mayer of Dyersburg

Hugh Patten, Planter of Haywood

Ted Cunliffe, Secretary, Tennessee Federation, Madison County
Charles Stanfield, Comtractor of Jackson .

Rev. E. R, Warhurst of Jackson .

C. W, Miles, III, Attorney of Obion

John W. Hart, Attorney of Obion : -
R. D, Fry, Attorney of Obion ,

W. M, Allison, Banker of Lake County

Clay F. Wynn, Land Owner of Lake County

Rev, Wallace R, Terry, Nashville

vuester sason, Realfor of Nashville

Leonard B, Cash, Businessman of Nashville )
Rev, Truman Rouse of Jackson ' 2
Steve Carter, Planter of Madison County

L. V, Dubose, Businessman of Baanv1llo

Dr, Hughea Chandler of Jackson

Travis Pegues, Planter of Madison County

Lloyd Harris, Ginner and Planter of Hardin

Dr. John Morris, Fayette = .

Virgii Luck, Ginner of Fayette

R. C. Ferguson, Planter of Henderson -

Jack Kershaw, Vige Chalirman, Tonnessee deoration, Nashville
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Highfander Probe

Measure Signed -w

2 From Shelby Te
3 . iy s pr £
1 Aid Investigotien H
‘lrmulhv-

NASHVILLE, Tenn. — Gov.
Buford Ellington today signed a
‘joint House-Senate resolution
calling for an investigation of
:the Highlander Folk School in
Grundy Ceunty.

Shortly afterward, Senatae
iSpeaker Wiiliam, D. Baird and
!House Speaker James L. Bomar
jannounced the appointment of a
‘five-man committee to conduct
Ithe probe.

' Commiitee members are Sens.
.Barton Dement of Murfreesbore,
iLawrence Hughes of Arlington

.and Reps. Alan Hanover of
iMemphis, Carter Patten of

‘Chattanooga and Harry Lee Sen-
‘ter of Bristol, a!l Democrats,

“I want this investigation to
‘reflect dignity on this body. as
tI am sure i will."* Bomar said.
It should be thoro and come
Pplete.”

He directed the committee to
report its findings at thiz ges-
sion of the General Assembly.
An appropriation of 35000 was
japproved o pay expenses of the
.investigation.

The resolution alleged that
subversive activilies have been
;rentered around the interracial
ischool in past years.

Myles Haorion, director of ithe
school, has denied any Commu.

Ao d o

'nist link and called for a syl

intestigation.
| i
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' Your letter of February 16, 1959, has been . ‘ ‘
received, I appreciate your enclosing the eoyy of the AT
item on th der Folk Schogl. e
_ While I would like to be of service, the function .
of this Bureau as strictly a Iact-gathering agency does not -n
extend to furnishing evaluations or clearances of individuals,
: pwblications or organizations. Supplying data of the type you - o2
. reguested, in effect, would constitute an approval or disapproval 3
. of ftae group you named; therefore, I am unable to answer your
~' * inquiry. Ihope you will not infer in this regard that we do or
o do*mt have ln our mes the information you deslre
o o COma Ll IR
o g‘_._‘ L smcerely yours,
SR 4 . Jt Edgal‘ Hoov-er RS R K
7 ., 1-Indiana hs Enclosure : ';.;-_h, g b R T e
]:ﬂ I 'ﬁ%ﬁ;&.ﬁj NOTE. not ident1f1ab1e in Bufiles. We hatvE received a -
. Y. number of copies of the item he enclosed which deafs v(r;xth an . .
e ' interracial school in Tennessee. e T «, = &7
-1’ _&:"‘i‘ ] 4 ““ ) t; iy .l e . 1' v - v I-\“r‘ : L N ' H‘-— S
{'7(/ R e\ _‘ - A ool
; ;z%::; ?mm (oot "'F;l -
: Demeh COMM
fedune — 3 & A 1959 s e
‘:' Pmloru E AA TN ,’JG wy. m
Y ipiones -2 =959 MAILED 20
. . rgt.i‘:uluvan . . e
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Transmit the following in : 1 i
.  {Type in plain text or code) : Lo - re
AIRTEL AIRMAIL ° o e o
(Priority or Method of Mailing) !
e B L L S Sy R
—}7,T0: DIRECTOR, FBI  (61-7511) o T
J g r = \
FROM: . SAC, KNOXVILLE. (61-12) = = - %- |
HIGHLANDER FOLEK SCHOOL, S C ' S lu
MONTEAGLE, TENNESSEE o | odl
IS - X | . Lo ;J)
Re Knoxville airtel to Bureau, dated February 13,
1959, - - ‘ v R
There is submitted herewith one copy of news article
entitled "Probe of School Opens Saturday", which appeared in the
February 20, 1959, issue of the Chattancoga Times. The article
reflects that District Attorney General J, M, McCARTT of Wartburg,
Tennessee, will serve as counsel for the investigating committee,
. ., > .
e - N Vi :
o . GEARTY .. j«
conroown _ ~. :
oS S o 47
I ALL INFORMATION CONTAIN ol
AL W ENITLEL VIY Uy

. - HEREIN IS UNCLASS
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. e HOO Etlizabeth Hawes, James Domhi-|
e PROBE OF SG L browski, Rupert Hampton mdi
, al - Malcolm Ghizolm, , :
N OPENS S ATURD AY Chisolm was described by}
n A o committee member as a former
g _— Chattanocoga resident who died
. H H fighting for the loyalists in the
r isit to Tracy City Is First| 0t civit war i 1935-36.
Order of Business for The visit to Tracy City was
o “Hightander Study proposed as an informal prg-
: — i ceeding during which explor
" From Cheltancops Times Bureas tory operations will be ¢
s/ NASHVILLE —The Legisla-|ducted.
1| ture’s select committee to inves-; ~ ——

tigate the Highland Folk School
decided Thursday to make a -
visit to Tracy City early Batur-
day to begin its inquiry.

The committee decided against
a visit to the adult educatjonal
institution at Monteagle, and
the plan was reported to involve
discussions with seversl Crundy
County residents who claim to
have information aboui the
school.

This first major step in the
committee's inguiry came after
Dist. Atty, Gen. J. M. McCartt
of Wartburg agreeéd to serve as
general counsel without compen-
gation. Lo '

McCartt, a Republican, was
retained by the committee,
which is composed of five Dem-
ocrats,

Hopton to Asalst

In another development, W. E.
.{Bud) Hopton, director of the
iTennessee Bureau of Criminal
'Identification, agreed to supply
agents to assist in the inquiry.

Hopton’s agents are expected
to visit Montezgle and other
points in that vicinity over the
weekend and draw up a list of

[ 3

prospective witnesses for the
committee to question in its first CHAT, TiviLs
public hearings here next week,
Th o bmit names, .
e agents will submi mes W AD~ q

and the committee will issue or-
ders for the witnesses to report.

The committee met briefly
'during the morning for a dis-
cussion of materials already in
ita hands but McCartt failed to
arrive in time for this session.

So another meeting was held
later in the day for a further!
review of this material, which;

consisted largely of pamphlets, ™
newspaper clippings and trans- ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
cripts of testimony from f;gi : '"-':‘l P
eral agencies and congressio ICTIAL T LA Qs
;:onl:mitétees whichl ha!dt hadte; th\C“\ o Ul\uLﬁ\uOll IED
Jook at the racially integra
school in times gone by. DATE_.Q}_&#.&(. BY Jp
The committee has obtained a IR
certified copy of the achool's
charter, which was issued by
the secretary of state in 1834,
It authorizes.operatioh of & non-
profit corporation for “adult
worker education, training of
“ rural and industrial leaders and ; ", ,_)
~-3 o~ =
i/

general acedemic education.”

V ) ’ o
i” Listed ma incorporators are ~ f~ 2/ o~
]Mylel Horton, t school’s é / / /
“~iader 'and s director;

" | ENCLOSURE




arch 5, 1959

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover

Director

The Federal Bureau of Investlgation
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Hoover,

L1

Fifteen professors at Sewanee have been under

fire locally for supporting the
\{?7C, C)nghlander Folk School during an investigation by ,
& legislative committee of the State of Tennessee. m

The Charleston News and Courier has written numerous
editorials attacking Ejghlander and the professors for g
stating their belief that the school is not communist, /
: The editorials have been most abusive in the criticism

L of the professors, and I feel that the newspaper editor

woulk like to have these professors disassociate them-

selves from the Highlander investigation or be removed

from their positions at Sewanee.

You no doubt handle thousands of requests like
this one, but I feel that in defence of a cherished
institution, the University of the South, I should 7
seek your advice. I would find it very helpful if !
anything could be made available to me that has been or -
could be made public concerning the status of Highlander
Folk School so far as the Federal Bureau of Investigation
is concerned. I have long heard that nghlander has
been iuveul.a.gu»uu by your great BEgency of our EOVernment.
I have also heard that the State Department routes
visitors to the Tennessee area there.

With best wishes, I am,

ro~ALL INFORMATIZ! CONTAINED VY
HEREIN IS UNCLASSEIZ

(\
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED -

HERESN IS UNCLASSIFIED S .Jo Edgar Hooverﬁ -
DATE ) ﬂj@%l@% o J‘ohi jl'&gd'r Iu};r 3
| T - Directer™ .-
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| Your .!c'ttcr'dstcd srch 5,.7 21959, has deen
received snd yeur tnterest snd csncera in tits metier

sre indeed &ppreciated. -

Wrile I would 1ike to be of service, I must .
edvise that fnformatien ta the files of this Bureau ia

xadintained 88 confidentisl and svailable Jor afftcial
use only in sccordance with & regulatton of the '
Department of Justice. I regret, therefore, thAst

I am unable te be of sassistance to you.

I & sure pou will understend the mecessity,

JSor this poltcy snd will not infer Decause of wmy
inability to be of assistance that we do er de not
have 43 our files the tnformatien you deatrs. M

m’

¥-0.23

Sincerely yours,
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AQZENZIQM, SACH, Sbvannah and Kho:vi!lc @ yi ;H 5e
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Fnclosed ia P copy of the correapondent'a‘i;gg,
communication. Bufiles centain no identtftable data ~‘;' ,
concerning the correspondaut._* S TR e FOR A

For the tqformation of the Sbvannah Qﬁficc,

the Highlander Folk School at Monteagle, Tennessee,-

reportedly is supported primarily by donations of

individuals and labor unions In the form of payments

Jor studenis altending itas courses. Iil offers courses

of instruction in labor organizations, social economics, "

and general field of labor education. It has had Communiast

Party members on its staff{and has accepted communists

es students. However, it has never offered courses of "~

instruction in communism ner has the Commugjist, Party ever .

succeeded in gaining control of the school. e to its

interracial charscter, it has been the subject of numerocus

allegations that it repregents the headquarters gf cemmunisnm

in #ast Tennessee, These allegations have never been

substantiated, <The Bureau has in the paat conducted &n
——-3investigation of the school and its officials baged upon

conplaints of communist activities at the school. Much

of the subuversive derogatory information coencerning the . -

school was later repudiated by the peraons preutoualy )

jurniahtng the tnformatton.‘gzlp- . e )




RS o ,.>1ﬁe lchool in recent years has becn severely S
eriticized by the Georgia Commisston on EFducation and Aa’jﬁ;;.;
the Comnission has given wide circulation of a four- .
page folder on the school relating to o Labor Day,- =~ ~“1- -
1857, meeting. The Eommisaion refers to jt as & .7 . - . o
communist training school. On January 28, 1959,_the o I
Denncasee State Legislature passed a -resolutien - % - "= T
appointing o commitiee to 1nvestigate communzat N ; S

act;vtties at the achool.

(61-7511)

. The adove is furnished for your information. e g -
The Souannah and Enomville Qﬂficesaare cautioned to de SRR

most circumspeci in the handling of IAgUITIES CONCETR= _',', .
- “ing the Highlander Folk School and be certain the T
' Bureau does not become inuolved in thta controveray.;tr s

[

e Pl . ""!

5 B : - = - t:..' .'..-, - S
F“"J" o BRI - S ;) - o A - 7-..,~ .

viges professors at this
er pire for supporting the Highlander
bIk School during an investigation by legislative commitiee -
bf the State of Tennessee, Being concerned with the well-

. ;szng end protection of the University of the South,he ... .. .
'* inquires whether the Bureau can furnish him imformation .

< which can be made public concerning the status of the * .
£ H1gh1ander Fblk School insofnr as the FBI ia concerned..

-
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S In vtew of the e:rtre;nezy controveraia! Do
. nature of the Highlander Folk School, ﬂaepast ; :
.. attacks upon it by the Georgia Commission of+:
Education and the most recent investigation by Lo AN DT
a committee of the Tenneassee State Legislature, - T
a files confidential reply will best aet‘ue the LI N
Bureau 'a interest in thia mtter. e s e e
oF T sav teaE, o
- ,:'.d_ ;,.7"" - -




Federal Bureau of Investigation
Ua.shing‘hon, D.C.

Dear Sirwm

We understand that the Fe Bureau of Investigation
hag made an investigation of the Highlander Folk School at
Monteaple, Tennessee, As an agency of the Knaxville Minise
terial Association and concerned citizens of Tennessee s We
are anxjous to have all pertinent informmtion which you are
able to give us relative to this school,

There have been widespread accusations of disloyalty
directed against the Highlander School, We feel that if
these accusations are founded in fact, we as citizens and
leaders of our churches need to know it; and if they are not
founded in fact, we wish to be in a position to presént to
the public the true picture,

MAR 17 1958

Respectfully yours,

Vo>

‘__t.\%'l "
ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED /

REC. 2
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 3 _
DATE_3/2- BY%@ | é/ 75"// -2 _7
> I

/




- ALL INFORMATION COXTAINED.

10 TENAL AQCO]

- HEREIN }S UNCLASSIFIED -
DATElLIlLB sz%l%}
—BY 7T ;

“ﬁ:ﬁ © " Your letter dated March 14, 1959, has
S been received and the motive which prompted your
communication is indeed appreciated. o
While T would 1tke to e of auutancc, SO

the wato‘vu vf the FBl gas & Jucb-yubrwrluy SgeEncy

does not extend to Jurnishing evaluations er
. comments concerning the character or iIntegrity o,f
.any {ndividual, organization or pudlication. -
Furthermore, Information In the files of this
Bureau is maintalned as confidential and availadle
Jor offictal use only In accordance with a regulation

of the Department of Justice. I regret, therefore, .
that I am unadble to compzy with your reguest Jor - 7

3

Information. Caa L
I am sure you -lu understand the necessity - .
Jor thie policy and will not irnfer from u%atnabutty e
to be of asstatance that we do or do not ve in our - s
Jiles tke tn.formtlon you deﬁrc. .‘, o F g;:
R .
T M Stnccrcly youra, -n? e s
> MAILED-, ‘*-‘-‘ T m o
. he Taih e wE S
L WL A MAR 2 3 195 1 : " Py E2gsr HooVeE S w
g ~ - . John UH" !ﬁ“
o Lo 1‘50:&0 § z
T _'_*_’_“___‘r_, f Knoxville (E‘nclosure) SEE NO_’[E‘, PAM&E""-‘#‘ ‘'z 88
Ll [TX™  EE NOTE ON YELLOW, PAGE‘ b e
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Encloaed b ¥ a copy qf correapondent'a Ietter.
Buj‘tles contain no identifiable data concerning the

corresiondent and no deroiatori iniirﬁtion —

Former Assistant to the Dircctor L. B. ﬂTchoIc
spoke before this Association in 193?. (94_1,2139)

The Hiah]ander Palk Scho QI Uonteagle, Ten

is well known to your office.___ e S
\ ‘ s ' '
.The aboue data is jurniahed,far your informatiau

lh
L
o
o

enly.

S ~ NOTE oW YELLOF- S SRR P

L of numerous allegationa that it 18 o communist school and .
A the headquarters of communism in east Tennessee, due ; .
Lk primarily to its interracial character. These allegations -

At ‘ have never been substantiated., It has been given wide M
. publiciiy by the Georgic Commission on Education which

issued a pamphlet chargim i1t ts @& communist training-

achool. On January 28, 1959, the Tennessece State Legislature

o pessed a resolution appointing a committee to tnuesttgate

co the school. (61=7511) . :

R ' The Htahlander.tolk School has been the subj ot

Ere

In view of the eztrauely controversial nature of .
N this school, the past attacks upon it by the Georgia e
e Commission on Fducation and the pending inquiry by the- i

3 Tennessee State Tenis?a-:‘nrp- +he ahoye ran?n is bel ip_r,mr? Wi

T T T TT P —.v'u‘. f—\--w-'hlz Sheia p
ST . 100 gk 2 TR e .
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kT) X irector, ¥BI rﬂ N

when GNP ~as 10 Washington e
he talked with Assistant Director C. 0. Deloach anc ird.cated that he

was interested in the-Highlander Ful< 3chool at NMonteagle, Tennessee. ,§7¢,
H 18 desired that you contuct D i 2 highiy contidential basis
and advise him that this school has neen the subject ot 4 ¢reat deal of

\
. ;8\ controversy.
- | .
N i = 5 You may tell (NP t0at the schous ~lfers covises .é?a__
tz‘f A of anstruction in social economics, iabor organization and labor giictais....

12D

accepted communists as students. It should be puinted out, however, that

repregents tne hequwters of communisn. 1 edster: E'ennessee."' his

AATION COUTA
SLASS

4
It should be pointed out to WY 04! 0 recent "‘(ﬁ?“’
years, the school has been severely criticized by the Geurgia Commission
on kEducation, and the Commission bas given wide circulation of a four-
page {oider relating to a Labor Day n.eeting in 1957.

Attached are Photostats of some items which you may make é
avallable to gD They include the following: (1) a Photostat of a
clipping from The Chattanooga Times, February 20, 1959, (2) a Photostat
of the above-~mentioned paper put out by the Georgia Commission on Education,
aud (3) a Pbotostat of an article from The Chattancoga Times for February 11,
1859. You should advise the Bureau of the results of your contact with
I j7c,ﬁ AY; “1‘1-,“, 1=t
Siaon I [ ?“ T" ?_‘--..-';‘;i' -'I -:1‘.
el ) S (TN ) %f/
oo 3 il "-G-LJ i,
5wl b n.V,_ “ﬁﬁ”{ss-

‘BhL O I
Sotecne . [Y .

el

WAt pooM U3 TELETY
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) i

W.C. Rullivan __
Tele. Koom ___
ditlowmen
mehy

APR29 1959

COMM.FBI

Sﬁ:‘% Furthermore, it has had Communist i'arty men.bers on its.staif pad has A

\

s M the Communist Party has never succeeded in gaining control of the school
2 z‘a nor does the school offer courses of instruction 1o comumsm. Ny, view Y
of it interracial character, there hdve been many «liegations Tanat it :
~

N
alleyation has never been substantiated. <
\

Mmm"\“
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OFFICE MEMORANDUM [ UNITED STATES uuvsusivis S

TO Director, FBI (61-7511) DATE: 4-2-59 prt

AC, Memphis (61-34) Reg :fo
SUBJECT: HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL - E

IS - C

FROM

Knoxville Origin

Transmitted herewith is a letterhead memorandum contain-.é;rZI?
ing information obtained on a confidential basis

A

’//,.—.-,_._\

ALY COPIES REGISTERED MAIL @G?(Jy/

‘.2« Bureau (61-~7511) (encl.-v) 1- New Haven(info)(encl -1)
2- Knoxville(61-12) (encl.-=2) 1- New York(info) "(encl,-1)
1- Atianta(info) (encl.-=1) 1- Norfolk(info) (encl.-=1)
1~ Boston(info) (encl.-1) 1- Phiradekphia(info)(encl.-l)
- 1~ Chicago (info) (encl.-1) 1- San Franciscéo(info) (encl.-1)
‘ 1= Dallas(info) (encl.-1) - St, Louas(info) (gncl. -1)
* Jacksonville(info) (encl,-1) Memph1°(61-3q)
1~ Little Rock(info) (encl.-1) ‘5—7(; gm -
1- Los Angeles(info) (encl,-1)
1- Louisville(info) (encl.-1) 72 ;}i_ﬂ P
1~ Mobile(info) (encl.-lg /1/ gy L en -
i~ Newark(info) (encl.-1 )
&@ EEQ"E “ 34 APR 6 1959
SEE RMRQE s- 4- Fon . )
ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED | ~~
I*EREIN}S UNCLASSIFIZD  ~ 1 SR

@3 APR231959 [ 5

DAT ty_‘[.é\(ﬂl_BY agef(s%@ ﬁxr
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET

_/_é_ Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where
indicated, explain this deletion.

E(/Deleted under exemption{s) é 7LC,) "é‘ ’2) with no segregable

material available for releasc to you.

(] Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to vou or the subject of your request.

7] information pertained only to a third party. Your name i= listed in the title only.

1 Document(s) originating with the following goverument ageneviies) -
. was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you.

Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agencylies);
__as the information originated with them. You will
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Ci-751-A50 Enrel.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Post Office Box 948

?;e;b.ﬁmwﬂ'” Savannah, Georgla
0. June 8, 1959

S

Mr, Cartha D. Deloach

Asslistant Director

Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washlngton, D, C.

Dear Deke:

I have had our files checked on the John's
Island branch of the Highlander Folk School, and
I hope that the attached information will be of
help.

PR As you know, the Bureau has instructed that
ggi*e we are not to get involved in any controversy

1 relating to the Highlander Folk School, and no
investigatlon of it is to be conducted.

Q@ Sincerely,

o gl Ltha- [

S OVO 12 JU‘l 23 W59
"ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED —

HERE!i IS UHCLASSIFIED @ tlatk
DATE s va%@ |
MY
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HIGHLANDER FOLX SCHOOL
JOHN'S ISLAND BRANCH

The Knoxville Office, by letter dated
January 21, 1957, advised that the files of that office
pertaining to the Highlander Folk School disclosed no
information received from any volunteer sources regarding
any "experlmenting" on John's Island on the part of the
Highlander Folk School. The file did disclose that various
sources had volunteered information that the school holds
ressions of study during the summers which are called "work
shops", It was reported that persons from various sections
of the country had been in attendance at such sessions.
Among the topics listed for discussions at the work shop
held in 1956 were "Positive Resistance, Registering and

ALLINFORMATIONCONTAINED ) @ 5/

LOOTIRIQ D] AQQInIT N

Yot div

UINULAYOINILU _ (2 # '
DATE (,? 2 W BY (ld _t @ CWTTLE
:lggéﬂ%ﬁggf ]




Voting, Joint Committee Activity, Transportation, Housing,
Parks and Action Through Churches", It was not known
whether the "experiments" on John's Island had any relation
to these work shops,

The following article captioned "Classes Wh/'
Here Sponsored by Folk School", by OTIS)PERKINS, appeared in—"
the News and Courier, a dally newspaper dublished in Charleston,
South Carolina, on March 11, 1959:

"Interracial Highknd Folk School,
which has been under investigation in Tennessee,
has sponsored citlzenshlp classes among Charleston
County Negroes for the last two years.

"The latest of such classes was
completed on John's Island last Thursday, Similar
classes ~~all plugging registration and voting --
also have been held on Edisto Island and Wadmalaw
Island,

"Reports of the classes had been
rumored here for sometime, Their operation was
verified yesterday by the man who helped set them

up,

"He is Esaw Jenkins, a soft-spoken,
mild-mannered Negro leader of John's Island.

Jenkins, who missed formal educa-
tion, says there's nothing secret or ulterior
about his own brand of private education, He
gives the impression, himself, of belng educated,
which grew from private tuboring as an adult.

—_— 2 -




"Iye only want to make them better
citizens,' he told this reporter on the island last
night., !The main thing 1s to teach them voting.

We want them to understand how to vote intelligently.
We teach them what they ought to know so that when
they go down there to register there won't be any

embarrassment,!

-

"The robust Negro leader spoke as he
sat in the rear seat of an automobile in front of
Wesley AME Church about nine miks northwest of
Charleston on River Road.

"Strangely, not a single white person,
including the county school superintendent or even
officials of the Islands' Citizens Counclls, had
any direct knowledge the Negro adult classes were
being held.

"Jenkins, an honor member of the
National Assn, for the Advancement of Colored People,
sald he long had been interested in the Negro people
of John's Island, where he grew up.

"He said he heard about the Highlander
nd its operation sometime before the classes
up. .

"Tn 1955, two white girl students
of the Tennessee school came to Charleston., They
sat with Negroes to observe court procedure,

They were admitted iIntegratlionlsts.

"Jenkins recalled they visited his
John's Island home while here., He said also that
Myles Horton, founder and director of Highlander
Folk School, had visited in Charleston County.
Horton last was here about a year ago, Jenkins said.

"Jenkins said he approached Highlander

ult classes here,

Q
ja
10)]
)
o
ot
[
o3
m
Le)
)
O

"Highlander personnel, according to
reports, came here and set up the school and then
left them to local leadership. Jenkins said the

- 3 --
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2
teacher at John's Island is Bernice Robinson, f) Gl'ﬂn
who 1s paild by the foundation through’/Highlander -~
Folk School, He sBays the teachers at Wadmalaw
and Edisto Islands also apparently work under the

same arrangement, -

"She declined to discuss details
of the operation last night, saylng such would
have to come from Highlander. The arrangement
by which teachers are paild and the number of
students enrolled also are avallable only through
Highlander records at the school's Monteagle,
Tenn., headgquarters, she sald,

"The class sessions, whiéh last
about three months for each group of students,
are held two hours nightly in a bullding formerly
owned by the John's Island School Distrlet, The
property was purchased by Jenklns, who also operates
a grocery store in front of the structure housing
the classroom,

"Subjects, besides voting, include
reading, writing and sewlng, Jenklins reported.
He said several men and women students can nelther
read nor write, Some progress well, be added.

"Jenkins teaches the voting classes,
which are held in conjJunction with the Palmetto
State Voters Assn, The association meets each
Monday night., Its purpose, llke that of the
classes, 1s to promote Negro registration and
voting,

"Students of the classes and persons
attending the assoclation meetings, are given sample
South Carolina voter registration application blanks,

"The forms are explained point-by-
point and line by line, 'We also try to teach them
the meanling of some of the words,' Jenkins said,

"The next classes wlll be held in
December, Jenkins said. He explained that they
are held for the period of December through Feb-
ruary because no farming is being done durlng that
pericd.

-} a-




“Many of the people attending the
classes, one John's Islander reported, are com-
pletely illiterate., They come in from remote
sections, 'Some of them never have seen the clty,'!
he explained. 'They have no idea what's going on
outside thelr section.!

"Jenkins, in answer to a question,
sald he didn't believe Horton of the controversial
T daes smaleeamnT 4o a ~As;samecsead sde Tamisrd vum aadAd
n.L&LLJ.GLlU.CL DWIIWVW,L L9 @G LVUWUHUWILILD Vv, JTIMLILD Dd\L
Horton never did or said anything as far as he
knew to indicate he was a Red,

"The school has been accused of
harboring subversive elements and of being a
breeding ground for agitators. It faces the loss
of its charter as a privately operated institution
as a result of the lnvestigation by the Tennessee

- ol W

"1We dontt believe in violence,!
Jenkins said of hls association. 'We tell our
people to be respectful., This thing (integration)
can't be done over night, It's a revolution.
There's no use of us fighting over it.' He sald
the Highlander school hadn't suggested the classes
as a tool of integration,

"Jenkins owns, besides the grocery,
a restaurant in Charleston and some buses, He 1s
a leader of the Wesley Church,

"He says he hopes to start a Negro
housing project on the i1sland -- to get Negroes out
of shacks.

"Maybe that would serve as an example
and they'd try to build better houses,' he commented,
Jenkins says he belleves in teachling by example. He
has put three children through college, and has one
child in high school and another in grammar school.
He says he hopes other Negroes will do likewise."

—
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Director, FBI (61-12) 'DATE: 8/11/59
SAC, Knoxville (61-12)

L/jﬂIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL
Is - C

Enclosed are two copies of newspaper

clippings appearing in The Chattanooga Times,
e a daily publication, Chattanooga, Tennessee, on
. August 2, 1959, page 1, concerning this school.

ALL INFORMATICN CONTAINED
HEREIN IS UNCLASS:12D
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'VI él#gg’a

’2)— Bureau (Encls, 2)
1 - Knoxville REC. 43 25 AuG 13 1959
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Padlock Petition Against
School Being Prepared
After Whisky Found

Special o The Chatiagnoopa Times

MONTEAGLE, Tenn—Armed
.jwith search warrants obtained’
tate Friday night from a jus-
tice of the peace at his home,
aind state officers led
by Dist. Atty. Gen. A. F. Sloan
raided the controversial High-
lander Folk School near herej
and broke up a banquet aftend-

ed by 30 or more Negro couplea

-4 H'ul:’!_\;'

Brent Eug;ne’ﬁam,ﬂ
of Los Angeles; Guy Hughes
!Cu.ra.wa.n Jr, 3z, also of Los
Angeles. an _entertainer with/]
some renown as a folk singer
and musician, and Perry Mac-
Kayefturges, 84, Shelter Ialand :
Heights, NY. [ soapcc il

The men, as well as others nt
the school, had been participating
fn one of the regular summer
workshops conducted by the instl-
tution which has admitted its
strong ndvocacy of racial 'l.ntegra
tion.

Atty. Gen. Sloan said the pad-

jock petition against the schoal

would be presented to Circuit
Judge C. C. Chattin, explaining
that the school then would have
tive days to appear in cour’ and

answer the petition.
S i

I

petiffon “in all likelihood uld

and several white persens. i

Sloan disclosed Saturday that.
Fe was preparing a padlo k
etition against the school, §o|
: e presented in court “wi

12 nox1 fow days.y .

Mrs. SBeptima P.“Clark,
jwho identified herself as di-
irector of education at the
‘school, was placed under ar-
rest after officers discovered
guantitiex of whisky and gin
on the property,

es young men, who re-
_iportedly interfered with the of-
~{ficers in their efforts to take
Mrs. Clark into custody, also

.1Grundy County jail In Alta-

. mont.

T alon cnd

Z1TITAaNTU Bond

! ofn  SONG
i

& preliminary hearing next
Thursday at 4 pm. in Alta.
muont, presumably before Squire|
John P. Wright, who tssued
the search warrants. N
Mras. Clark’'s bond was sct
at $500 on the whisky posses-

Tha men. rdlesasd

+ a2 IIIRN, T8

1 ~h
sion charge.

under bond of $250 each on
charges of drunkennes=, inter-
fering wikisaffiogrs and resist- |
were Identified l.sl

ing arrest,

were arrested and taken to the

All were released early Sat-|
: urday morning after posting’
cash bonds for appearance at

e nitorney general u% his

Sed Prre Eleven, Column Une

ARRESTED IN RAID
]

From Page One

also Include & request for \in or-
der that the charter of Highlander
be revoked. If such an order were
jssued, It would be directed to the:
secretary of state. ) J

A legisiative lm‘estigatingL
committee earlier this year con-!
cluded ity probe of the school;
by urging action leading toward
revocation of the charter.

8loan said he would charge in
his padlock petition that the

school §s a "public nuisance™ and
is “‘engaging i law viclations"” by

R ¥

possessing and serving whisky '
angd other intoxicating beverages '

in a dry county.

Mrs, Clark, an elderly Negro
woman, was the only school offi-
cial present when the ralding,
" party arrived late Friday night.]
Myles Horton, director of the

' schoal, reportedly is abroad with|’

his tamily Mrs. Clark told officers
she was in c.harge in Horton’s ab-
sence.

«oining Sloan in the raid were
Eiston Clay, Grundy County sher-
lff Kenneth shelton Tenneasee

s YU S L WRLY &S P

yreau of Criminal Identification;

county deputies amd-emamaers of

N Iy

mAny years has bewﬁmﬁw
. af—w=traMiing school for labor

-~ | Jeaders from throughout the na-
. tion, but especially in the Suuth.!

* Highlander are operated on an.

‘denied -repeatedly any Commu-

‘l-ﬂrhhnrh_r

and has pushed openly for a
speed-up in school integration in
ithe Routhern =states. Most of:
the seminars and workshops &t]

integrated basis. |

Charges that the achool has
Communistic leanings were ex-
plored rather thoroughly by the
legistative committee, meveral
members of which felt teat the
ultra-liberal positions of High-

lander officlals place them in
the cless of *left-wingers.” Hor-| .
ton and others on the ataff have

nist connections and the inv
tiggtors failed to turn up

red proof to support the char

T commiftee, however,
regommend that the schools’
stftus as & tax-exempt instl-|

tribinem ha =
tution be ended and itz c}'.a:'ter

revoked. ]
Should Judge Chattin suatain
the attormey general's plea for
padlocking the school, the order
would remain in effect untit the
October term of circuit court
when another hearing would be
ascheduled on the queation of:
making the order permanent.
Sloan sald Saturday that he
had no intention ¢f denying
esidential use of the homex on|-
hs grounds of the achool, but
st his petition, 1f g'rnnted
ould prohibit thelr continued
se a8 gathering places and sites
or the institution's regular op-

%.:

———

ALL INFORM
HEREIN IS UiiC

———

The Chatta-
nooga Times
8-2~-59

Page 1
Chattanooga,
Tennessee

Rl SSUUEEESIEHAT RS

Martin., S.

Ochs ,Editor

Knoxville
Office

;mN CONTATED ™~
CLASSIFIED .

" DATE ?I}\?fl _BY.SPg

the highway patrol. |, ., . |

L /- 75‘“//-,,?52

»
A Y

Sy

A



[T

¢ ATHHANDER
* IRESTED NRAD

'Pad!ock 'Petition Against
Schoot Being Prepared
After Whisky Found

Zpecial to The Chattanoopa Times

with search warrants obtsgine

lijander Folk School near here!
-‘and broke up a banquet attend-|

‘fed by 30 or more Negro coupl
'and several white persons. *
&loan disclosed Saturday that
'he was preparing a padlock
Ipetition mgainst the school, to
'Ibe presented in court *“within
tha next few days.”
. #&rs. Seplima P. Ciark,} 61,
LW identified herself as

di-
\
regtor of  education at Jthe
‘achool, was placed undersd ar-

efter officers discovered
iquanlities of whisky and gin
!nn the property.

i Three young men, who re-
i portedly interfered with the of-
ficors Sn their efforis to teke
ngs. Thark into custody. also

F:'es!.

were arrested and taken to the,

!Grundy County jail in Alta-
mont.

' Released on Bond

: All were released early Sat-
rurday morning after posting
|

Fcash bonds for mppearance at
.8 preliminary hearing mext
{Thursdey at 4 pm. in Alta-)

iwont, presumably before Sguire
-, Wright, who issued
‘Lhe sgearch warrnnts.\

Mra. Clark’s bond was set
&t §500 on the whisky posses-
jgion charge. The men, released
‘under bond of 3250 each on
lchargas ofedewnbkagness, inf¥r-

ifering with officers and rerist-

MONTEAGLE, Tenn.—Armed

late Friday night from a jus! .-Atty.“(ien. S]os:n Fa[-(‘i the ?ad:
|tice of the peace at his home,|10ck petition ngainsi the school
county and state officers led, Would be prélented to Circuit
* % Dist. Atty. Gen. A, F. Sloan|Tudge C. C. Chattin, explaining
.,raided the controversial High-|thal the schoul then would bave

-
|

B;em; ‘Eugene

|Carawan- Jr., 32, also of Los
i Angeles, . an entertainer with
jsome renown as & folk ainger|

d musician, and Perry Mzc-
‘!-I‘{r;y Sturges, 34, Shelter Island
| Heights, N.Y.

The men, as well as others at
the school, had been participating
in one of the regular summer
workshops conducted by the insti-
tution which has admitted ita
strong advocacy of raclal integra-
i ton. .

tive days to appear in court and
er the petition.

The attorney general said !
pefilion *‘in gll likelihood'* wo
Seg_Paga Eleven, Column O “

I Iﬁ T HIGHLANDER
A DO

From‘i’i—g; One

I3
alse Include a request for

be revoked. If such an order ware
Issued, It would be direcied to the
secretary of state,

A legislative Investigating
committee earlier this year con-
cluded its prabe of the schoal

ar w1m o e o s

by urging action leading toward
| revocation of the charter.

8loan said he would charge mn
his padiock petition that the
school ix & "publie nuisance' and|
i “enggging‘ in law violations’ hy
possessing and serving whisky
[and other intoxicating beverages|
in a dry county. :

Mrs. Clark, an elderly Negro

Wwoman, was the only school offi-
cial present when the raiding|
party arrived late Friday night.
Myles Horton, director of the
, school, reportedly is abroad with
his family. Mrs, Clark told officers
she was in charge in Horton's ab-
kence.

|, Joining Sloan in the rajd were
iElston Clay, Grundy County sher-
i, Kenneth Shelton, Tennessee

1 of Criminal Idéﬂ_ﬁf%m;‘
<ounty deputies and fSembers ‘of

iing arrest, were identified ‘a8

the highway patrel. =, . .. .

HEITN FAr I3 A ¥y m
«]uuxful LIy nAD |

or-|.
der that the charter of Highlander|

grkndalﬁ, 22,
| Ftor=Rngeles; GLy 4 haicd fraining school

. denied repeatedly any Commu-

" tigators failed to turn up @8y

4. schednled on the guestion of

Highlander Folf School for
many years has been ting
or labor

Ieadera from throughout the na-
tion, but especially in the South,
and has pushed openly for =
speed-up in school iniegration in
the Southern atates. Most of
the seminars and workshops at
Highlander are operated on an
integrated baxia. 3

Charges that the achool has
Communistic lsanings were ex-
plored rather thoroughly by the
legislative committee, mseveral
membern of which felt trat the
ultra-liberal pesitions of High-
lander officials place them in
the claas of “Jefi-wingers.” Hor-

ton and othery on the ataff have

nist connections &nd the inves-
real proof.to support tha chagye.
Thi committee,
req@mmend that the schopl's
stafux as a iax-exempt Insti-
tutfon be ended and its charter
revoksd. .

Bhould Judge Chattin mustain
the attorney general's plea for
padlocking the school, the order
would remain in effect until the
October term of circuit court
when another hearing would be

making the order permanent.

Sloan said Saturday that he
had no intention ¢f denying
residential use of the homes on
the grounds of the achool, but
thit his petition, if granted,
would prohibit thelr continued
use as gathering places and sites

however, Rid| -

natityjlons-saguiar op-
. - '

erations.
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Oﬁ?(‘e Memomrndum « UNITED S%:STES GOVERNMENT

TO . Director, FBI (61-7511) DATE: 9/11/59

- ‘ ‘CONFIDMNTIAL

/rrom : SAC, Knoxville (61-12)

o .
: lc"i'.Lf TR R W oy
LEE IS LY

SUBJBCI'-O HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL
- MONTEAGLE, TENNESSEE
INFORIATICH CONCERNING

Enclosed is original and seven copies of a '2

This memorandum is not being disseminated
to local intelligence agencies.
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UNC;;;D STATES DEPARTMENT OF TICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
Gl7 ¥Walnut Stirect, S.W.

Kroxville 02, Tenuessee
Szptember 11, 1553

perd
g ——  CONFIRENTIAL ,

TIYAUT AR BNAT Y QATIANT
S A WIILLMAYI/LIL LWL M wsliWNLS

IIOFITRAGLE, TENIEGOEE
LiPOATION COICIRIING

A copy o a mipecgrophed letter was received
by th2 Enoxzvillie Office of the 31 bearing the return
address of tae Highlaudar Follz School, Monteegle,
Tennessae, Tn%? mimeszraphed letter reads as follows:

"iighlander Folk School
Monteagle, Tennosses

Lorten to Fellow Ternnesseazns:

l‘\

Tae State Iegis1ative Investigatiosa insztigated
by Atty., Geal. Bruce Bznnet of Arkansas spectacularly
failed to provz that Highlander's stand on integration
was subversivz, Hevertheless our District Atty, weas
instructed to find som2 other excuse for cleosing the
school,

¥hile I was away somgthing hapazned that ,T’[j }
shocke 1 decent pescple, Wrs. Septimarslavk, High~ { a9
lander's “cucatlonal Director, an’ outstanding church _:fff;_,—»f
womaun, wac arrested and hauled off to jail in the midst

of an integrated workshop. (At present she is conduct-

ing a workshop attended by 33 pecple, including a number

Gi toreigr visitors sent by the State Department, with

her usual diznity.)

".Jr'
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According to the Nashville Tennessean Sloan

cornmnd *hnat e sand A wihiah ha Adrnandad noes Fanrn dtha
el WL widich U ol A “-L“' Wik Svdd BN  Wland i "Gu’ Wb &AWL W AANS

purpose of finding whiskey so he could have the school
closcd. "The members of the legislative cormittee gave
me informoation mostly on intezgration arcd coomunism,"

ALL TXTORNLTT 00 mesms v
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CONFIRENTIAL

Re: HIGELLIDDIELR FOLK SCHOOL

said 8loan, "and I wasn't satiefied I could be success-
ful at that, I thought maybe this was the best shot
and I think now I'll be successiul,“ £;¢77/

In a letter of protest, Dr. Rog;:‘:jyshinn,
recently proZessor of Christian Ethics at Vanderbilt
University, wrote:

After a long history of unfair heckling and
absurd charges brought azainst the Kighlander
Folk School, I suppose I should not be sur-
prised at the latest episode. But I thought
that some of your foes might have the wisdom
to Leep quiet after their ridiculous efforts
e T at the last session of the state legislature.

k2 During my years in Te:nnessece I was glad for
Sl the Christian and democratic idealism of

“ighlander Folk School, You have been inves-

tigated repeatedly anc have been vindicated
against false and malicious charges.

Sloan i1s insisting that Highlander be padlocked
as a public nuisance. A hearing has been set for Sept.
14 at 9:00 am at the Grundy County Courthouse in Altamont,

Iiany of our friends have written or called to
say they will be at Altamont early Monday morning. 1
would like very much to have you with us also, Your
very presencz will show that Tennesseans want falr play
and will do 2 great deal to keep this unprecedented
action from turning into a second Scopes Trial, At the
first hearing tlie courtroom was packed with Atty. Sloan's
rooting section well before court opened, You will want
to get to Altamont early. Let us know if you will want
to spend Sunday night ai Highlander,

- e
e 3

L

{

Bowabs
¥kl
l ,-:

P.S, A few of the many letters ol support and encourage-
ment are enclosed.™

A
N
RS

The Knoxvills News-Sentinel, Knoxville, Tennessee,
& daily newspaper, in the Issue oX iLugust 1, 1959, carried
a news article datelined at Montea:le, Tennessee, which
reported as follows:
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Re: HIGELANDER FOLK SCHOOL

.

"County and state law enforcement officials
ralded integrated Highlander Folk School last night,

arrested a illesro woman and three white men and consi-

cated a quant ity of liquor,

"The school was the subject of an investigation
by the 18353 state Legislature, which sought indication
of Communistic activities or teachings at the school.

/. "The Negro woman arrested was Mrs, Septima P,-2A4PRW /¢g:
Q;tiark. 61, who said she was director of education for =~~~ .
" Highlander and in charge during the absence of School

Director Myles Horton, now in Europe.

Liquor in Horton Home

"She was charged with po :scssing whisky after

raiders said they found bottles of zin and rum and a keg

containing whicgky in the home of gorton. She was Jjailed
pending receipt of bond. Grundy County is prohibition,

"Dist, At%ty, Ab Sloan, who directed the raid
along with Grundy County Sheriff Elston Clay and Tennessee
Bureau of lIdentification Agent Kenneth Shelton, said he
plans to file a petition seeking that Highlander be de~

olTonrad a niihldin nuisance and ha rlacsd
Tor o Ble o W W - vb o ol N ek Nl i b Wl L 4= Tt iy W bl e Wl P

"The raiding part of 15 hit the school shortly
after an estimated 30 Negro men and women and secveral
young white couples had finished a banquet and were
watching a movie,

"The search warrant was signed by Justice of
the Peace John P, Wright,

Held on Several Charges

"Oters arrested and jailed at Altamount, the |
county seat, on charges of drunkenness, interfering 8 “wm1|°13
with officers and resisting arrest were Brent Eugene 22—~ 14

iyﬁhrksdalg, 22, of Los Angeles, if., Guy Hughes Caras~ &ﬁﬁﬁﬁ”m_’
wan, Jr., 32, of Los “Angelesj- ’PerryJaLckaYSturges, B. APPROK. / |
Jr., 34, Shelter Island Helghts, N,Y.

s et T e e

Y
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Re: HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOI

"A conmmittee from the 1952 Legislature held
‘several hearings on Highlander and then visited the
school itseli, It reported it found the school engaged
in a "very questionakle activity" and recommended its
tax-exempt charter be revoked.

“"orton hag denied repeatedly any Coumunigtic
connectione at the school, The school does not hold
formal classes but conducts discussions and seminars

and is frequently addressed by guest speakers."
eeeentUREE -
F advised to the

effect "t ~ighlandexr Folk School an institution

located neasr lionteagle, Tennescee, It is an institu-
tion with classes on a seminar basis and is supported
primarily by donations from individuals, from labor
unions in the form of payments for students who attend,
ard to sone extent by the Farmers Union, It offers
courses oI instruction ia labor orzauization, social
economics, parliamentary procedure, and the general

1 5 - = Y o PR R N
field of labor ecducaticn. This sckool has he cmmunist

Party membexrs oa its staff and ac iastruciors,| and has
followed the practice of welcoming Communist Party members
as students, but to my knowledze the school has never
offered courses of instruction in Communist matters nor
has the Commtnist element ever conpletely controlled

the institution"f:] ¥ U

N0
This merorandum is loziied to you by the FBI,

and neither it nor its contents are to be distributed
outside the azency to which loaned,

- 4.-
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UNQ"ED STATES DEPARTMENT OF $<STICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

817 Walnut Street, S,¥.
Knoxville 02, Tennessee
September 11, 1959

HIGELANDER FOLX SCIIOOL
MOUTEAGLE, TEINESSEE
IHFORMATION CONCERNING

L2lerence is made to 'letterhezd memorandun
dated Septeuber 11, 1952, at Kooxville, Tennessee.

Tois memorandum is loaiced to you by the FBI,

and neither it nor its contents are to be distributed
outside the agency to which loaned,

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED
DATEMBY%
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m .onﬂ.dcntm mm nrmol to h thh
monndun have mrn.uhod rolhblo I.nromtion in tho past,

s”mm,£ . -'
advised orton _

Tonnessees, was & speaksr at a meeting of the Southera
Corferencs for Numan Welfare which was held
'ronnouoo on April 19 through 21, 1942,
: _ Horton spoke on the importance
03 the mation both vocationally and im demoorac
rha SOuthern Conference for Numan Welfare has been u{.d by
it Special Committes om Un-Americen Activities, Report, -
March 29, 1944, page 14T as & "Communiat front which . . -
received monsy from the Robert Marshall foundation, one ot
the principii nurcu or tho nmdl Isy wh!.eh u:q comamht
fronts operate,” . .

furnished ! ’! g Eom!!on omoa ! :

Aighlander Folk Sehooli $ (/- 7_.3-//.,. o
"he Highlander Polk School 1s"8% fnetitstion N
located near Monteagle, Tennessee, It is an institutlom -

with classes on & seainar basls and supported primarily
Ly donations from individuals, from labor unions in the

form of payments for students who attend, and to » S——— —— -

'3 '
sxtent by tho !'nrur s Union. It‘_orron 1001‘!.! e& SSP 16 195

nrte and one to S'J.‘ATE (I‘urniahed
Reg, rectd 9/8/59 -

aalc? Say et '75?‘

NOTE: Substhnce of sbove furnished os:-l; Apr!.l 27, 1956, in

rasponse to name check, Thumbnail sketch re Highlander Folk
“esen ____Sehool checkdup to date with T

KL AL/BE4KL organization Desk.

Codeloach

AT e

(- to the security of the United States
.\'

N 'i;n {j

ioh 1% TR

Tor -

: '"hts memo classified "Con ential" i.nasmuch as the informantsi!-

:2rtitdes P should not be revealed as it mipht be dangerous

This document contains neither recommendations nof conc’nulonl of the FBI, It u;ho rrlo:-rtr
outslde

ia loaned to your agency; it gnd its contents are not to be distribute
\t P 21 &Eﬁ? his is in anewer to your request for a check of FB! mu ‘
‘ , DECLA 'By AR
[ U 3
MAIL ROOM 1 -rr:n.s-rm UNIT !:J . . on E i LTS3
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Highlander Folk School R
Mylea Horton, Director N
Monteagle, Tennessee -

inatruction in labor crganization, social economics,

parlismentary procedurs and the genersl fiid of labor

education, This school has had Communist Party members

on its staff as instructors, and has followed the practice

of welcoming Communist Party mexbers as students, but to
my knowledge, the school has nevsr offered courses of

1nstruction in communist matters nor has the oo

elensnt sver completely controlled the fnstitution.

Another Governmental agency whlch conducts
intelligence investigations has advised that Louls Franols
Budsnz, former editor of the "Dally Worker,"™ an sast
coast communist newspaper which suspsnded publication
January 13, 1958, and an admitted former of ficisl
in the Communist Party, advised on November 21, 1952. that
the Highlander Folk School was procomnuniut. ,

On April 19, 19h9, Paul Crouch, a solr-adnittod
{former member of the Communist Party, furnished to this
Bureau a8 signed statement in which daacribod*gzlgl_ .
orton as & left wing Soofalist who was always elose-to—
¢ Comnunist Party., Aoccording to this atatement Hortom
met”UItﬁ“th!cIaIa ‘and representatives of ths Communist
Party to discuss policy and procedure during the period from
1939 to 19&1; and, even though he showed some independence
in thought, Horton ususlly followed the Communist Party line,
The statement continues that in 1941 Horton could bave
been described as a olose sympathizer and follower of the
Comuunist Party line; and that his wife, Zylphia Horton,
was even closer to the Party than her husband, According
to Crouch®s statement, when he last saw Zylphia Hortom - -
in 1941 she was seriously conslderlng jolnlng the conmunint
Plrty.

ldvilod
ous occasions D8 s Myles
Rorton closolx folloved and parlllolod tho Coumunilt Party

\’35

,’)\ -2-
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Highlander Folk School
Myles Horton, Director
Monteagle, Tonnesses

iine in political, econculo, and soolal dootrines and
associated with known Communist Party members. In the
opinfon of the informant, nortup was not a member of the

Communist Party. :

For your additional {nformation please be
sdvised that Myles Horton referred to abovs testified in
publio session before the Jenner Committes on March 20,
1954, You may d esire to consult records of this Comuittee
for additional information concerning the subject of your
inquiry, The Highlander Folk School has besn the subject
of considerable newspaper publicity in the Etate of
Pennesses, particularly, in the Chattanoogs, Tennessee

area. (61-7511-193)

-
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Y FOMM NO. 84

| SUBJECT: ﬁHIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL
J{ , Monteagle, Tennessee
')/’ INFORMATION CONCERNING
/.

Enclosed for Bureau files is one autostat
copy each of four news articles concerning the
Highlander Folk School.

These news items result from a hearing brought

against the school by State authorities seeking to
revoke the charter of the school.

“EX 101 /:/

&S
N ,J-,/
fij Bureau (Enclosures 4) 49 C:’
1 - Knoxville:

. W "

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED b

e DATE BYW
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"'t Highlander Folk Echool,|
located near Montsagle, Temn, |-
but that it would seek revoca- .

Hightander Padlock Suit Drop

Clash of Attorneys
Starts Off Hearing

" ¥. GRADY
owa-Free Press Stal)

----- 21 this morning it weonld

|not pursue efforta to obtaln a ' -

permanent padlock Enjunction
on the main education

tor of the school's charter,

Fw'w-" the sgtats and
Atty, Cecil Brunatettor of Nash-
vills, & selsetion of & jury wes
Phemin

Judge Chester Chatln over-
ruled a demurrer filed by the
(Ceferse Lo an amendment to
(the ariginal Bill againgt High-
%landcr Folk Bechool. Among
joither things the demurrer as
ilcar!e\'.i that the “orginal mroend-
ed bl ahows on its face that it
Lin multifarious.”
Ay, anmumrm n.r;\nd
|that the charges against High-
lander Folk School wers "
'shotgun approach trying lo find
something. 1 assume”
[ Peistive to the amendment by
i

.

ALTAMONT —The stals an-| =

After approximately two and| “*°
a half hours of legal tis .

the stats that Highlapder is
eoncncu.n; tntarrécial classes in
violation of & state pode llc
tion, Atty. Brarwistter
that intagration has bean
to b mnconstituBonal.
However, the stats
that what might by eanstitu-
tional fer state echools may not
be constitutional for ty in-
stitutions. The stats arguad,
in anawer to the defense

tha! tUse constitutional right of

| Partly Cloudy,

'State to Ask Charter Be Revo

ATTY. CI‘-CILIIANBTI.'ITEIJUDGE amsm CHATTIN

iy mu&"ummm
undcr

corporation i¢ an- artifielal
Mymhnotadmadtln
United Stales - . - .
Atty, Brunstefier’ u-nd

Argued 'that the corporation is a eitinan
danted

“and cannet be-
umdﬁnhndm llhl
Btatea.”

Atty. Irulutt-rtm II.

(Chlhul-hn‘l.&hnn

L4 - . -

ALL INFORMATION COMTAINED
HEREIN IS NCLASSIFI:.J

DATE

Wy 1 - - -

———rll

Chestanocga Nows-Frsc Press

Chatt 810088, Toniesses |

11-3-£9

- Kgge¥ Anderson, kditor
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HIGHLANDER
CHARTER HIT

(‘('*ullu From Pagy 1)

fwurt that Highlander Poix
Bchool admita that # hay op-
areted ¢laspes for Nezroes and
whites “simaat eince it begar
over 25 vears age.

Me said that the eourt - gowld
mijoln  Highisnder from  per-
forming commercial activities
M. e Mrture. ond that briefs
eould be submitted reiative 1o
the guesiion o! whether or mot

Highlander has virlated the .th

bv. beving itegration a fta'
clrwroong v
However thage suggestions
.- el Iellnwed and g ghort
time iater ssiaction of a jury
to Maar the cuge paa begun.
SCHPrOENA PROTERTED
The defenns also objected to
& subporna requiring Mvles Hor-
ton, Highland Folk School direc-
fof, fo bring to court g mass of
reccrds of fhe schaol & aperation.
AR nve the things requested by,
tie alate were the corporation’s
bylewa and charter, ) minutes
=7 beRed s-erlingn deeds and
Nk of sale all records of dons.
hone to the schoo] and  the
Tim s of the donors al) records
ani Feecipts and all trangfere of |
p.oberly by Highlander to other |
irdividyars : .
Atirrney Branstetter told the
255 kAl this would require
TP e loedd and ] megn bos-
car Joads. of records.” He Went
7t e that ity wasg an one
TR Ve request, simce it had
St Seem ranfle by the stite gy
i dey afiermoon 7 . 7,
The  Nidhbine stftomeéy then
méved that the subpoens ‘i
quiched, madired or .
Fudge Chattin rematicad
S Y g ahty \l‘hﬁ
mbier taday Mr Branstetter
Afierrer 4T Kelly of Sovty]
Fibere  whg g Lezlating dig-
NATEARE A ) A
Blonp o ota wns fdgt wy
v ot e rerctde, and h
. cuad maberiad Uﬂ

o 1 Fantarial i
mw-m.‘l
Sutme fe ‘*ﬂmmcﬁ
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gt Aty Redastatter
DRU oty the OMehey o

by Highlander without g Noesss
and to minoes
The siate snid ghis
that it fs mot mevidkg
any individua! canpeeted with
Righlander, bul thist its aztitm W
aimed at the corporstion jtealf.
Atty. Bransteiter s the
state was “on a axpedi-
tion.'" when jt sought the records
¢t Highlander. He alse M.
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this court with clean
the defense stiomevy st

Gen Sloan muitered pu

court, og imad
::fnth: ‘:p-d .fh:h:p:luu ui The schesl efficia

Ne, iis_ hands be
occasion that Ghe wash
::uu“?swe:or'nmimu acta “of into the dourtroom

P ot e w4 Indizted os Resu]t
l“"Oi Hzgﬁlander Raid

4
ALTAMONT, Tenn. (AP)— The ﬁ‘”' s2d Puryy Mas
te Orumdy Conty grand jury ::‘mmf: :
A o e B Tormaer 7ol Moy S (s ety ara md
i o and 1 young 0 ertering w1 an oowL

*The state has not muh:
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“Go wash your hends,
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presecution table. L

Wimn Aftty. Kelly vyl reme
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Highlander Hearing Opens Today; |
g g Upe ]aay;  |BEARINGGRENS N |
Mre-Clark, 3 Others Are Indicted—. iON HBIGHLANDER !
By NOUZON PETERS i - -—Eh ! o
Cheftansops Timas Maft Wriser [fin at Gl tme agreed to the pad- i
ALTAMONT, Tesnn — The Ni-|rector and threes othes ,Ioddntdm tiiding snoony the 4
tie mountain courthouse amony ChArges of posscesing raoonshine j domen "u:"‘m“m“‘ Jo-acre
the colorful maples In the county Whisky at the school. 1m had proved .gt&r::m:
seat of Grundy County will pe the, Indictmemts were returned {beer Bad heen dizpensed Dlegully
setting Tuesday of the second act;ets Mondey against Mre. fz the e Wlding, out Todi w5
in 1b& current lexa! drama entitied Beptims Clark, the education had been submitied o sub-|
“Hirhlander Wolk 8 ¢ h ool Must director; Brent Eugene Barks- siantiaie charxes of rowdy snd,
co.” !m_ 32 Los Angeles; Guy m:!l mu:;ugdmw
Opening i Grundy County cir..Hughes Carawan, 32, lce "myr a:‘ csnu ‘m addition Vo
cull oourt j5 e bestng in whichiAogeles, and Perry Sturyesa '.=!'.=c'_ri!-.= !!!,-_hl.snd'er n the hpar-
the storney genersl of Tennes |38, Bhelter 1sland Helghts, N.X, [t epecing Tuesday on D
sre's 10a Jodiei Cuvid: Wil week | Circuit Court Clerk Mrs. Fior- icharmes #f hiy eriginal petition,
.&n order rewoking the 35-yewrolq)etnce Bouldin revealsd. ‘-m seek revocation of the charter
‘charler of the institubon which Mre. Clack was indictisd o8 & 'ﬂmm ;l:i::!:‘t.:::rm;“;
ipnnduch lmlagraied classes and'Charge of possession of whisky. eharter. -
workshops aad pursuss s policy! The Lhres men, who ware laking i 1n additien, aiteeugt The aisr L
ot axgressive Uberalinm. mm-wmumuua Ihay genersl had said during the
The frst part of the current July 31 when oounly and i first hearing and since that racisl
move against the school was m_!lltl officers staged & raid, ﬂeh'mk' &"‘:ﬂ ‘:::;::'“‘::::
il hepiempoey, whon the athr—?'m accused of public drunken- petttien o charge that Highlander
nev generul, A, F. Bioun of Souta| 1T Tresisting arrest and inter- 1s in vialation of 8 b-year-ld Teo-
Ttigtary, sought 8 lemporary m_t'm with an ofticer in the dis- lnessee law which forbids white
jumction against the operstion o!""h;‘;:; of his ofticial duty. persons ahd Negroes from ahiend-
the schoed on grounds It was ai bonds, posted by the m;u[“l'e .l-:mieocl‘fs”lde nd - t i
pubiic sulsanee, four| st ibe tIrn.“d Jheir ar- -tden{ :?m‘:’rﬂlr:;de?mln;:mﬂm
" Highlandsr lnst & preliminaryl_ ... '::2 No ﬁ._“'d;__w__': | sociated with the Gefense have wx- '
roumd Monday even befors thel = : agPrbealis {prexsed some rRiber SonIES Su
hesring opeamed when the tely for thelr trial. . : "prise st the gmendment,
e Coun Ctrecit Judge Chester C. Chat- | “We are wilung lo stipulate that
Grundy tr grand jury io- - { Highlander 13 inlegrated,” sald
jGicted the school's education al- Soe Page Two, Column Three Horon. “We hardly see how It n
' 'posstble, though, to be In viols-
|tion of » statute siready held 1o be
javalid by both stale and federsl
oourta.”
. The sctiops in sircult court fol-
Jowed by several tnonths an inves-
tization by & special tiee
of Tennssses legishaiars. Beeking
aviachos of subvertive melivities
at u‘:‘:ﬁtuu«m lockted & Tew
' miles of here between Tracy
e o Eevool and bald
* Yapittew s¢hoo]
ALL INFORMATION COMTAINED it e St
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIHG) D A e
. v more pes
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Sloan’s Petitionj Against
- Sohoo! Amended, Holds
State Law Violated
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By MOUZON PFTERS
Jazviamaeps Tvmer Siaff Writar

pat y

at Highlander Feolk School i aguin again that integratiom &
& vislation of & Tennesses stat- et g3 jewus in

ate which, the potithe suys, “do-

clares it to be urlawtul for whits/ as Oct 33 in
and oolored persons to attead: published by
the same school.”
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ALTAMONT, Tern—The #8-
sus #f integration has been in-
Jected into the Highlander Peolk!

wext Tuseday morning.

Tenneusee's 18th judiclal circuit,
whe will direct the effort to
bave the school's charter re-|
vokad and the institution closed

Schoot ense which reopens Mare ihat omly Lhe charge of Megnl

"A. ¥, (Ab) Blosn of Scuth ages had been
Pittsburg. sttorney genaral for!
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Judge Chattin at that thwe haid;

teach &5 h\La&.uh within
Ithe law. It o ndividnl
Sapensing of IB(omicAUg BOVET- it he' wasts % gecialize WIR ot
i - ] defand the law.
i

tions in “.kn
scens of immora] eonduct l.ﬁmgrp-‘ted in the oom
“fightng. quarreling and drun!-J!-n_i_nﬁ.g the inst! on and .ﬂ
enness,” Judge Chattln ruled,iy nis amendment:
bad Mot besn proved i seurt ’ “Thal said cerporate defendant
1

g
3

Cacil ¥. Braastetter of Nash-|ngs viniated the provisions of Ten-
ville, sttorney for Highlander, nessee Code Annoizied 45-3701
confessed lo some surprise &l y declares it to be unlawful
the attorney generals amend-'gor te and oslored persons
ment. “As I undemstood it.” sedd gttend the same school, in that it
Branstetter, “the attorney gen- is now and has in the past con-

1

- wermanently. ame his peti-
o tion to inciude the rabial fseue|
PR #n an appearance before Circuit,
NI Judge Chester C. Chattin &t
e - i Yincheeter Tuesday,

. et This lateat move in the case
=T Wy Atty. Gen. Sinan charges
" e that raclal integration practiced
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ALL INFORMATION COMTAINED
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED >

era! has said time and Ume tinupusly operaled said achecol en
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jury
case will
' ing of Tuesday Mov. §, with
(arguments o Higklander's
murrer % the origing]l bill a
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Methodist youlh publication *
cern,” printed an interview with
‘Myles Horton, president ané
fourder of Highlander. Asked W
e¢xplain the objections of local res-

fdents to the schools activiLes,|
Horton neted t “attacks
aquinst Highlander bave been for

muUercus Tewsoas -— subversion,

HIGELANDER OFFICIAL

lsnder Folk School 18 continu-

- 1B NEW YORKX VIBITOR.
© Naw York Timer Noews Borvice
NEW YORK—The High-

ond workahop for ministers Is

schedulsd for

mid

adults en

Nov. 27-28, she

Next Mondsy, she sald, for- |
‘mer students at Bighlander will
! open menc{“ni‘ht achools for|veting And to tasch |

&8 off tha Bouth'tratfic laws, fire prevention ml'

n to help Negroes

ﬁr'
about

'eommunism, inlegrated activities;tion director of the {nstitution!Caroline coast Their purpnle!mop'erldm, she maid
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TO DIRECTOR, FBI (61-7511) . DATE:  2/5/60

FROM SAC, KNOXVILLE (61-12)

SUBJECT: Cgmmnm:a FOLK SCHOOL
MONTEAGLE, TENNESSEE
INFORMATION CONCERNING

Enclosed for Bureau files is one
autostat copy of news article in Chattanooga
Times, Chattanooga, Tennessee, issue of 1/12/60
concerning the Highlander Folk School,

This item relates to the pending case

brought by state authorities seeking to revoke
the charter of the school.

,::E:L Bureau (Encl. -~ 1)
= Knoxville

/ ENCLosURé < ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED {\

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED
DATE 3] 3¢ B‘fﬁgx_@%@
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Judge C.C. Chattin
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The weekJorp hearing I which
the vkt atlormey geners!l had
tropYt e peder revoling e char-

B oa the s'ee Wt

orealt s gl Avarem!
W € A M Cwwr Jaqw -
br free st o romee sl

4 L) e e wntier, brels
L« Vow laer was exiended o ba
J8: 11 and Bow has been eftend-|
o anale : |

At Uioax's Roquest .
. _The new (ale was set, Juige
Chatiin aaid, at te request of 4 ®
F. (Ab) Bloan of Mouth Plitsburg,

repredvating Mighiander, .. " m

Tn a42tion the oo M iy dia i
¢lored. Atworney Brasdsieltyr g
rewmiied that both skies be gep - e Vel
1t orh! arguments tr e eamy ‘ L . . RN

£70r the briels have bees flied, ERRITE i R
~ oot 1, h "!i would . ,'. ° B . o a
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TO : nmEc'ron, ¥BI (61-7511) pATE: February 29, 1960

FROM \)g'g AC, LOUISVELLE (61 l|-2)

-

pomgucr: ';‘g“‘_‘"gm“ rouk semoo 1 ropATION coNTRED
oo -~ HEREINIS HI’JCLASS!FIED
| wyasso. DATE 2] 51 BY_SPERI

8T, */&/D

, TRy

The Leuisville Tine%isville, Kentucky, & news-—
paper of general circulation, on 2/20/60, carried a story
reporting that~FRIENDS QF HIGRLANDER, identified as "a new
organization here,™ might be called upon to ralse funds to
carry 1ltigation, in which the charter of the HIGHLANDER FOLK
SCHOOL was revoked, to the Supreme Court. The story reported

that the schoolls charter was revcked by a Tennessee Circuit
Court on 9/1 &6/60,

T e ' £y - _
Miss DORCAS%RUTHEHBURG not identified in the story
but known to be & writer, director, producer at WHAS. - Radio
and HHAS - ™V, Louisville stations, who has received awards
for Tpublic service" programs) was ldentified as temporary
wairman of the newly-formed group. The group was s saldteo— f
consist of 58 Negro and white civic and educational leaders.

The storv 4id not directly stltc but implied that
Miss ALICE’COBB, "a religious educator, former Kentucky school
teacher and social worker,™ who stopped in Louisville on
2/19/60, "on her way to clear her things off the premises”
of the school, was 1nstrumental in formation of the Louls-
ville group. . /<

According to the story, "Miss COBB told a story of
months of harassment of the school and its staff, leading up
to the court's contention that HIGHLANDER violates Tennessee's
segregation laws as they apply to private schools. She
reportedly said, "Southerner's main obJeotion to the school
is its workshops teaching uneducated Negroes and white persons
how to pass 11teracy requirements ror voting . 0

Miss COBB was further identiried as & former com-
munity-organization econsultant for the Kentucky State Child %51
welfare Deparfment fer three years, under former Governor : -

— 24k P e DA - '
...... Dl ey
2 )- Bureau (bl- 7511)(RH) - o e
SRR & Knoxvilie (61~12)(rM) REC-10 &/~ 75~/ /- ,Z,D/
2 - Louisville - . - 1o~ B{ "
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EARLE C. CLEMENTS prior

years in the Pine Nountain Settlement School,

rhis is being furnished to the Bureau and Knoxville

to which she worked for about Len . ==

? R}

ror‘inrormation. No investigation 18 being conducted BAC:. .
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O)j‘ice Memgiandum - vnirep STI‘ES GOVERNMI!NT

TO : Director, FBI (61-7511) DATE: 3/2/60
L}

oM SAC, Knoxville (51-12)

SUBJECT: 6ZIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL

MONTEAGLE, TENNESSEE
INFORMATION CONCERKING

Enclosed for Bureauy files are one each autostatic
copy of the following news articles concerning the Highlander
Folk School. These news items relate to the case brought by
the State of Tennessee authorities seeking to rewoke the
charter of the school:

N News article in Knoxville News-Sentinel, Knoxville,
Tennessee, 2/16/60
: News article in Chattanooga News-Free Press,
Chattanocoga, Tennessee, 2/16/60

N Editorial in Chattanooga News-Free Press, 2/17/60

' Editorial in Chattanooga Times, 2/17/60

) News article in Chattanooga News-Free Press, 2/20/60
News article in Knoxville News-Sentinel, 2/23/60

. }‘_&«f%gg\}?v“’ \
‘2 '~ Bureau (Encls -~ 6)
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Viotations

$chool Given
30 Dzys Te Ask

for New Trial

" ALTAMONT, Tenn., Freb. 16 B—
Cret Jalze € C Chattin to-
day revoked the charter of con-

dreamial Bichionder Falk School
BWYL T ﬁl Ll U T & el Wi

- ¢ Pred the interracia’ adult
.Cm\auar' center ngar Manteagle
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Eoed wnder recetversier

» ‘l ¥ sz-‘ u.mnwn
®ooa €ac G Court.
5 .,:‘ micd the  whoo! kad
i PR USSR I, U A
o |nd laws pertalning to the
o brer

The ;s ncd further that a
a7 pgliine gohal property to
X les Hooton, its founder -presi-
ér-t war Imvehd and thet the
pri. ooy, abnot 0 acres, must be
it back to the school

Lew Challomrad

Revonziln ¢ ket geaeral wel-
fors o i sl b it
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s e mevn o gei of Benon

N B TR ol H.dl-;
Lo oor ks s g7 b tamuet-
e e & ovicston of i)
¥ VRPN PN A T
Ao ey omunied e
TN TR "':;_‘ ."_"“"‘. L f!‘-_l“
LI IR RN A AR -
B o R ('"’!-'. IA ‘u-
[ AR IR
ok XA ST D m!ﬂ!‘ MH
far e r e et ersan )

BT T CUE T S

which to [Hle {or & mew trial
Attoraey Comments .
There wen 00 knmediste com-
ment rom Highlander officials,
in Nashn idic. bowever. Cacil Bras.

stetter, attorney for Righleowigy

undhmldlskamlu a

pew trial .
Thder{dmwunoillmgethtr

xpec\adm In questioning all

P g maneln in the sam.
MO ARG PROPHT I u} O

1 the record shows, they
at they did not believe
‘was aguingt

the
munity,

as
all s2id th

whites and Ne

olher comment mig™ v R opet
since thr watet o ®30 p-&
before a doly sonstitiried cort”
Cole Guotnd

Onattin's epirion sald “High.
lander sdmis # practices inte-
graion and that i s a private
fstitution. “That # is sn adult
education fnetitution was proved|
by a r of evidence.
ot the trlal™

defendant fur-
‘insists that the 14th Amend-
¢ Constiution o the
siate action based

b

conclude that in the ficld of pub-
He sducation en The doctrine of
separate Wit aqual has no place

“The relator (the state) insists
that this holding does not render
the statule unconsltutions! as to
private schools. The stalutr ma
be woconstiotiona] and weul of,
to therr aprificatyan » » b
il Ribied mvatier omajd o
othrt parta, o, b9 Male the g ||
‘I-cn more eoncrelely, they may
be vonstitutional in operation with

to “some persons and
states of fact, and unconstitutional

Challin then ruled:

“The court i of the opinion
thal the segrepation laws of the
stale as applied to private »chcals
are ron tiutional snd valid , .~

w

m*ﬂ*"‘"""“"’*#‘h Beer Sale Recalied

of the Tensegsee Code thal pro-

vides

It ghall be mnlawiul for any
school, scaderny, cellege, or other
pieces of Jesraing to allow white
and coinnad peraons 10 silend the
game school, arademy, Wlege, &
other places of leamning™
- A e asists. (Qatsin sgid

Jetste’" o2,

Chattin saud Highlander vio-
lsted tbe criminal laws of the
beer on achoo! property.
stale by permitling the sale of

“The court” be said, “ix of
further apinion that the defend-
ants having violeted the criminal
‘thaws of the gtate in that 1 has
mn&dbnledbﬁbh
[ a4 ot upon ils property
without & permi, sy hicense, and
permitting integration in fts

n-hnnl warke a frelaitioa of ta
W ad & dRICINIC & B

charter, the defendant having ne-
cepted Uts charter with the con-
dition that ‘a wiolation of ‘any of
the provisions of this charter
shall gutizx the carporation o
dissolalion al the insisience of the

0
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Wording Given ~

SOUTHPITTSEBRURG, Tam.,
Feb. B (UPh)—Judge Chester
Chattin yesterday received Ohe
state’s opinion on what shohld be
sald In Chattin's revocation fle-
cree for Highlander Folk School's
charter,

Cecil Branstetier of Nashville,
defense attormey for the contro-
versial racially integrated institu-

"Wigander Decrie |

gion near Monteagle, is also ex-
prted o wmibmit 2 decree
Fi,..ih P [Fieih!

i}
o 'd go e the srder. t
F Chattin can use sithar or

one pi his own. The eventual e

der will go into the pecord and

4 recelver will be inted 1o
clazs aut th: alffsirs of the schoal

After the decree's issuance, the
defenre has M days in which
appeal )

Branstetler had indicaled he will
ask for a new triz]. "~

Chattin erdered the chartler
revocation iast week saying, in his
opinion, the school's integrated
seminars and workshops violsted
ui,; Rale's setrenalion Jaw, -
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The Knoxville News
Scntinel
Knoxville, Tenn,
Loye W, Miller,
Editor.

J:ZQ w1 & Edition

Dated = .2%-(C

Page/? -

HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL
MONTEAGLE, TENN
INFORMATION CONCERNING
BUFILE 61-7511



‘ :;'i!','.'.

) S AN IS

i, LIS &_

| Hmhlmder Hoof(ed'

From its Red-tinged bepnnlnp. High-

fander Folk Bchool sear Montearie,

Tenn., has been s notorfous, disgrece- .

fut, leftwing, integrationist institution

-7 %izkly questionahle purposes. But it
bas gone along imperturbably, angeled
bv & band of nationally kno'n leftwing
q..u:ka

For a change, mgh!ander Folk School
Bow eems to be in real trouble,

Judge Cheater C. Chattin officlally
tuled yesierday that the siate charter
&7 ibe 5 hool be revoked. that T0 scres
of school land given to Director Myles
Hortnn revert to'the school, and that a
receiver be appointed to dispose of ths
institution's properties.

Judge Chattin found Highlander
guilty of breaking the state laws
&grics! maintenance of a racially in-
tega‘~d institution. He pointed out
tzat the Warrea Court's 1834 ruling

" FEE BT
=

violation Ivolved clear proof that High-
lander had engaged in the lllegal mle

ol b om maftbooit oa Moo __a ML ae o dd
U PO WikUVUL B AWTURC, MAF BU W

mary bootlegzing joint. The third vicla-
tion listed by the judge was operation
wf the supposedly non-profit school with
Horfon profiting In the form of the 70-
acte Jand grart. The judge alsc moted

-—

thers were po official documents estab- A
Hahing Horton's salary and that check-

writing wass done by Horton st his &is.
akuppu!hnrﬁadﬁrcnouh.tl_u

ruling iovolving iniegration may be
overturned. But it would be difficult to
get around the beer-bootlegging and the
private-profit.counts invelving violatjons
of the non-profit charter.

Integrationists are claiming High-
lander is belng persecuted becanse of its -
racia]l mixing. But the integrationists
fo taking up for Highlander put thm-
Mplves im the pecullar posture of

fog tat Higtlander sbould be | ‘res Fress

- nttencoge News-

ettty koock &own glate laws pro-

e iis _ E a_

Whoring fetepmation in publo #chools—
Voo dod pot attack Jaws grokibiting in-

tezvation in privale schools. Another v
| 5 ’

mitied to viclate tbe iaw 0 o q
ron for private pmﬂtmlt‘h:-

-17=60

Luttuncoga, Tenn,
ee Anderson, Editc:
noxville Division
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. Press Conference
Heid in Washington

#periei tv Tha Newe-Fres Preom
WASHINGTON — Mrs.  Bep-
tims Clark, educatien director
of the Highlander Folk Behool,
meid Feldar tha inptitution will
alternpt to operate deapiis &
courl ¢rder shutting it down.
Mrs Clark summonad a Tras
corderence at the \\uhln;u:n
Hote! 1o denounce the ruling
Tuesdsy by J’L.dge Chester C.
Chatun elosing the 27-year-oMd
[ Tatada Y
Bhr puud out mimeographed

e N e e
v Gl ey —— s At b b’ A

- LRSS

" seheduled for June 36 to July 6

S e pniihg the l'\.l“h‘
uu a “dlow o the peaceful and
a-\,:m'u.xcma efforta mads at

FouA School o
actieva recial integ‘ra'ior in an’
u" “ational ralitutjon

LT O P ‘h....? ﬂ\? ackhonl
onwn whtls the decision {8 being
U:Jy -a." he stalement de-
Mo e teld newsmen the
.'.;.‘. s road wil meet Monday
AnI suesdyy &1 an unspecified
pa ¢ to meke plans for con-
L0 Lt e2ccational program
wrnur jutiner Jegal steps are
e
Judze Chaflin revoked the
#2100 ckarler Tuesday - om
rm:nﬂ- ih-! !"‘zx =as s0id ‘Lhér—!
h.tg_u iy, that integration at the
oot v*:‘s.'*r* 2 Tennesasr
s e s A bt Bekool DA
rec'zz Molep Herion had T
&t of Iand desded to him from
- .

NSRS 1

ot r,‘ﬂ‘.-ﬁ-u-ﬁam
femw e pem Sthool would
£t ts ms L pua thal &
eounriaupein P! reselver has be-
£t sr A ne affeire of the
i B Eut ahe in.
Lozt othe | etha; collepes may
¥I.o0 0 fem er far the gohool
. khukitigic property (i
m-&J il
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Mr. Clark algo dintribted

eontes of ‘*‘-‘n’iﬁiiﬁirm.

FEpres Os L

ITth annual report ‘whick
showed the school ig nhnn{ng Y
workahop on Sonsumaers
Jams at Charleston, 8.C., March
25-27, another an *The Collegs
Btudem. and Boclal Yamies” a

ths Monteagle site Apri f
ard on “Community unﬁt
:‘ﬁ‘d %mtlUN ot Montesgie

Annthar workahop, mma,

-VUU.M and Rmhn

Alrs, Clark spent most of the
20-minuts preas conference de-
scriblog her arrest jast uly 31,
::;t: with-three male students

Wers accused of drunken-
he:!b.lnd realsting urrest - .

sald she way in

ington to attend s nauJ £
ference of “Now (National Or-
gunization of M-nl for Equal-
ity tn Educatfy She added
Lhat ghe (s 8 £f1s" of Wbe Amaert-
can Jevw H’ ] "[e“
Women's Div" National

I

HIGHLAND

Chattanocogae News-
Free Press
Chattancoga,
Tenressse

2-20-60

City Edition

Lee Ard erson,
Editor
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'B&e—&ghhnder nuun.‘rrﬁ{ﬂ :

A leginiative tommittes invesiignted High- :
lander Folk Bchool, near Monteagle, followicg B
recommendation in Jepuary 1859 from Arkasses
Attorney General Bruce Benett, who said that if. w
Highlander were in his dlstriet he would close it

Today Mr. Bennett, who came to Nashvilie t"
_¥ear ago 1o consult with the commitlee, As saylags

- ol aeLEaset PR

.omethms must be dons o counter all the hurds i
I.\U puu-wu) nrxlnlu D“ rlcuveu m m. lcp."' } . i
gation eootroversy. But whatever one may think
of Highlander—and, as we have atated, we are nct
and have sot been partisans of the scheak-dt . '

stends ciosed in & monumen‘al eane of persecution ' -
and political nlf-tloriﬁcntlon that does Tesnes-
see damage in’the eyes of a freedom-loving nation.

The General Asszmbly's committee, after &
$5.000 inquiry i which Gov. Ellington showed &
potable lack of enthusiasm, directed District At-
torney Sloan of South P:tubur‘ to invut.iph
the poesibility of closing the school. 'rwo of the
Assembly’s best-known extramists, puahln‘ the
srobe, hinted of subversion.

At po Lime in the tria] of the case, however, |
tae mubvernion been eharged by the state. At
ons time, in fact, the charges wers reduced to . he Chattan.ega Tlime.
gelling beer without a lcense and personal gain =17-60
by Highlander's director, Myles Horton. Testi tancoga, Tenn
mony showed that some beer had In fact been 1:::111 S gOéhs *

- scid and that Mr. Horton had been deeded prope . Ld . ’

eriy &t the schoo! I8 return for a number of years' : “'.f‘ le Divisien
ssriice without salety, Mr, Blnan stated st ome {nexXvil Li1IV.LISLi®T
peint thet the achool's pollcy of i{ntegration since
1r:2 pad "not e Lhm in the world” to do with
the case. ""It is up to M tndividual if he wanta ' HIG ggIDJER ﬁ;‘é SCHOOL
tr estiztize whbk ce! pl-rﬂ&-! Gelend the law.™.

B! the R‘ﬁ_ﬁ__uu.. . westicas snd '.t.'. ..pm.._- : INFO MATION CONCERNING
£ion F-ie in fosf, eloeef Highlander. 2, - . *° . BUFI E 61-7511

Judge Chester C. Chattis finds that integre-: - .

P o a b ke el wiatpns MR | At ] IMCADMATIAM AARITAIMER
‘ - ;-_i"‘::n::;:g:::u.gf;n;"'“ w, ALL IRTURNIATIUIN GUNTARINED
D T T T HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED
»iaeal by n.l hn.m:um wi

! T o2ty F“ "' DATE 2

k-_m.}"i!mhnﬁn-mnd
,:- gu.,.u_t ren 0l 1d poma-deritica by the

b’:’ \"*‘h et h ."ﬁ'r.*”. Pﬂ\'l‘ sakools
* &‘“* St - . s.‘ “ et o » . .
- IR L . S i 1
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A DLUKE CHESTER CHATTIN

By T. GRADY GALLANT

Judge Chester C, Chattin fo-
Say revoked the general weifare
charter of controversial High-
ander ¥olk Bchool and ruled
that a “recelver will ba ap-
pointed by the eourt to wing up
the defendant’'s affairs”

Ths fudge’'s Dbrief was re-
celved at Altamont, Tenn., the
county seat of Grundy County,
th!s morning around ¥ o'cl

Judge Chattin airo ruled vold
& deed whereby Myles Horton,
founder and airector of High-
lander, had been presented with
some 70.acres ot school lands
‘“for back

This land wil) mert back to
Highlander.Folk School proper-

{ties under the ruling.

Jm&%guwnﬂw{mrtﬂf
sugLian Wis QDErR & pn-
vnfn nc:uny iatcznud lchool

tution of Segr e”&t jon L,
Sales of Beer Ctted f)y Judge

HY LES HOBTON

in violation of s section of the
Tennessoe Code that provides:
“It ghall be unlawful for any
school, academy, college, or oth-
er places of to allow
white and colored persons to
attend the same achool acade-
my, eolle_'ge, or other places of
his opinion, the judge)pla
stated: .
“Defendant (Highlunder Folk
8chool) admits that it prectioss
integration and that it is a pri-
vite inatigution. That & i an
sdult education institution w:
ved By a mpondgm
B:iodence at the trinl -
“Defpndant insists thlt &e
8Bupreme of e UB in
the case of Brvwn ve Board of
tldlﬂ.l.hi -*: .
oregoing
stitutional. The

wai SRol-

Am GEN. A-I‘.H.DAN

ther insists that the 14th
Amendment of the Constitution

|atate tctkm based on ruce.
Supreme Court beld aa
follown in the Brown Case: ‘We
ﬁﬁEimEEmonm.mmﬂm
nponu but equsl has Do

"I‘ho pelator (the Btate .of
Tennexses} inaisty that this
holding does nst render the
atatuts unconstitutional =s %o
rivate schools, The statute may

unconstitutional and void as
to their application to a part
of their subject matter, tnvalid
A8 to other parts, or, to state
the problem more concretiely,
they may be constitutional ta

that e pperation with respact to Sorl

3 I T

t far-

{Conflrued e Page §, Colaim §

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
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nexville Division

Re Highlander Folk
Schocl, Monteagle,
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HIGHLANBDER

CHARTER YOID fm

{Contiaped From Page 1)

persons und gtates of fact, and
uncaonsiitutinonal as to ethars.”
Judge Ohattin then ruoled:
*The court iz of the opinion
fhat the sagregation laws of the!
slate w8 appiird to private ;
schools are constitutiona] and’
mid ,,.." )
BTIR BALE
The court found that High-
fander Folk School violated the
criminal laws of the State by
permitting the mals of beer on
school properly. : -
Judge Chattin ruled:
“The eouri is of further opin-

|

fon that tae defendants having
violated v eriminal laws of]

tha wizte inm that §t haa re!

WROTE ALL CREKONS

srt, Wvies Rnrinn,
A of s do-

e

)
krﬂnt._ Ne

“He reared & family on
dcfend:.nt': property and
expense of taking
self and family
were pald out of defendant's
fumds. . . T

“Horion testified
the first ysars of the school be
put everyihing to tiw
Ing of tha achaol with tha
of pettirig 1 sut of the schoo!
a Jater fste. ‘Horton
that for the past Tew years he
has been recelving a salary of
some $9,000 annuslly, However,
he was unable to preduce any
record of directors, ot executive

the

E

mitis2 the sale of beer lo be |council, baving fixed his salary.
carried out upon its property'|The inference is that he fixed

withnvt »
permuiiug  integration
schonl, works a forfeiture of ils

permit. or leenre, 803 [ pig gup salary,

“There ian't sny proof that

" the governing officers pf the

| defendant schoel hn;vg pro-
. . tested any of the acls orion

conditdon that ‘s violation of ).

any of the p!O\'l!iOM of thl.”ln ‘the IUCISJ .Pelumn of the

charicr, the defendant having
accepted ita charler with the

charier shall gubject the cor-f;
poration iate dirsalution at t.hel'
ins'sience of the sipte” '
Jadge Chattin also noted in
his opiruon:
ne court s of the further
erinizn that In the view of the
findimge of the jury to the ef.
fert that Myles Herirn, prer-
dent of the defendant enrpora-
tion, has bcea operating this
8-7.5:l for his own  personal
g2!1 {e wuch & misiuse of de-
feni-: iz chocter ag wores for-
feitire of same”™

- . ‘2’ ¥ by the de-
fervicnt, Hadniander Jolk
1Bt Test be handies all the
jUoxr o L scucul. That al-
‘uecu;a Mo -May Justw wea
l Yy pcr¥gr grd treazurer of
L o7 73 st did not write
ks ahx) or bandje the 0-
rroces & the 3zheol

*The charter of tha defendant
provides: “The general welfare
of society, not Individual profit,
is the objective for which this
charter is granied, and the
members are not stockholders
in the legal sensa of ths term,
and na dtviderds or proflts shall
be divided cmth thern ™ Judge
Chattin'y opt sated,

Toe judge Whs revites at
Winchesirr, gaYe tbm defendant
$ Cuysin which to appeal .

Mr. Horlon could pat be
resched by telephome.

Pist Atty. Geo A. ¥. &loan,.
South Pittsburg. Temn is aut.

of tows “and couid mot e
Manhad L e Yas
L WITE My ggae

g

“Judge Ohsttin'y opinfén s
very thorough and well-reac
soned gnd shows that be has
fully given regard to the
theories 2nd insistances of both
the relator (the state) and the
defendant (Highlander Folk
Bchool). ‘

_ FELL RGLING TO STAND
“Ws feel aasured that in
event recourse to the appellate
couris f had, Judge Chattin's
decisian wil! be sustained on all
-d.egaivc points,* Atty: Kelly
; ‘The.All.O_t'llt‘t’d Press in
Nashville reported that-Atty.
IBrlnﬂ.ttttr. attoroey for High-
Jander |Folk Sitool, made this
wmmm: - e L

“The dectsion was not slto-
jBether unexpected since in ques-
;Uoning all the jurors and peo-
plo In the community, aa the
record shows, they al) guid thet
:1!:;; ﬁ:g ’ttmt belleve in and

sa Was against th
religion for whiter and _P--'"::
to it in the same om

“Any other comment mj
b‘q"improper since the malur‘mu
:{;guae:dm; bcro{e & duly eon.

court™ the
atlorney sald. N‘..hm
Mr. Horlop sa!d that he. has
with B. R Braseal dean
of Morehouss Coliege. Atlanta,
Gu., and thst a mesting
full hoard of direc!
ander will be hela

SarE:
ey, nod Ab thty @me

. L‘Vw"—:ﬂ ®ia ¥
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‘ " UNITED STAT £,  ENT » i‘% /
Chdeme — m s A o
To : DIRECTOR, FBI (61-7511) " pate:  3/11/60
Q;D oM :  SAC, KNOXVILLE (61-12) P R
y e, .. T e e T
SUBJECT: HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL I S
MONTEAGLE, TENNESSEE o
INFORMATION CONCER.NING WE L
N ' '
¥ Enclosed for Bureau files are autostat copies of

newspaper articles relating to the suit filed by the State
of Tennessee agalnst the Highlander Folk School seeking to
revoke the school's charter. A decree was previously handed
down by State Court: revoking the school's charter.

The enclosed eutostat news erticles are described
as follows:

"Highlander School Asks ACLU To Help - Knoxville -
News Sent:lnel Knoxv:llle ’ Tennessee, 2/24/60

"Judicial Decree Hits Highlander" - Chattanooga
Times, Chattanooga, Tennessee, 2/26/60;

"Highlander Decree Wording Given" - Knoxville News
Sentinel, 2/23/60; ' ‘

"Highlander Decree Filed" - Chattanooga News Free
Press, 2/25/60;

3

"Reds' Victory Design Noted" - C’nattanoo’ga' News' Fr)e’ﬂ
Press, 2/25/60. ( v
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S st
Asks ACLU To Help} ,j

MWONTEAGLE, Tenn: Feb. !l .
W Highlander Folk Boool bas] - D~ T -
asked the American Ovil Liber-{ :
/ ties Union fer help in overtoming
& Cirauft Court decision revoking R
the Inierracial sdult educstion] . ]
center's ﬁ-yu:dd ;encrtlni- -
fare charier. . BRIt
m-u&admad‘mudayu
members of the mountaln scheol’s .
-bntddduuctaﬂulheududt
m;mmmuukenm

T
&S
LEY
8
&
it
il &

the ACLL, which wst
o -ﬂ:. L stadying the The Xnoxville News
revecation  apinion Wgﬂ‘;“ . Sentinel
‘.!_“?‘ by Julge M '1 Knoxville, Tenn,
[ . ’
‘ e odee said be would name Loye W. Miller,
s “receiver to mchﬁlm al- Bditor,
‘![:'ko“n'ﬂ'ﬁmﬂv:ﬂ b:':emﬁlm- —QLL)L Edition
Chattn Tiled the schod vio-[ .
\ated criima! taw by eelling beer} - Dated 2 - v 4 4O
an b premiscs and siducl L
) w '
o e Page __2.9
schodls. v . : Re Highlander Polk
had ted the
nded l!c_‘vm;m_ q !‘;""__,__._., | 'Séi?‘??} » Monteecke, Ten-.
"‘plm i L ) - ra: -, ALY VaA={Jdd
ighlander attorney Cecll Brany;
; of 1 s "ﬂ k - '
"vﬁl?\k uiﬁﬂ;u 8 v Wi vl ' : :
and appes] W0 "_5““._.,9_@& B

-,‘,,m S
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" SOUTH PITTSBURG ‘l‘-t.
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» il & v W

£ whal the delcams
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ask for a pew trial
&ztumﬂmddnehnllr
moclUmhn-rekuvhu.hhk

mnlod, G REool’s migrated
wnuﬂwﬁ:}m violsted

1 00 BRI LRy gy o
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o LJOQ-»&&*A\E$ -f ‘!

Toe Enoxville News
Scntinel
Enoxville, Tenn,
Loye W, Miller,
Editor,

BOME Edition

Dated Fedb, 230 196'0
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TO : Mr, o paTE: April 11, 1960 Tamm

______ —_ Trotter
——— V\ W.C. Sulliven .
Tele. Room
. . Ingram
FROM : C, D. DeLoach{ Gandy

£/
SUBJECT: HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL
MONTEAGLE, TENNESSEE

E -

—

It is recommended the attached be forwarded to the /E /2 -
Domestic Intelligence Division for their information. ] /7C/ .

RECOMMENDATION:

1 - Mr. Belmont .
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TRUE COPY

Mr J Edgar Hoover
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Hoover:

May I have a copy of your pamplet "Communist
Target - Youth"?

I am sending you a pamplet about a communist
I would like to

Emp and

Yours truly,

o/ S
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Septenber 15 1960 .
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2

OHJ ’aﬂfev ”C Sohao/"_
g ! on‘feo a}'ﬁgnﬂa"-'
Your letter dated September 6ﬁ 1960, with ~ E

its enclosure has been received, and the interest phic h -
prompted your conuunication is indeed appreciated.r_ >

<

L v

In response to iour ianury. I must advise that L
all information received y this Bureau is carefull¥
evaluated and, where warranted, appropriate action is
instituted in accordance with our responsibilities in the
internal security field, However, information imour .. = . .
files is maintained as confidential and available only . > =~
for official use in accordance with a regulation of the
Department of Justice, It is not possible, therefore, -.-. .
for me to coment concerning the organization you mentioned

=

g : rl an enclosing a cop of my report to the House
Committee on Un-American Activities entitled 'Communist
Tagget - Youth . nhich you reqnested. -

T -

q

il o Sincerely youra. S
. oE 1 ’;r,'_. .- : e ..';_’:;;::_“; o S _;'- X

’ ; MA'LEDZ’.-) - . Lot ‘ J h_*% Bdg m By ~A B : .7-','7 . o
| .{ - John Edgar over T
% = SEP151960 - - ~°  Director <. 27 \&Q;} o
L e ) UNT IR 3 ,,_':1‘ . L 5] "TTf' . " S .
EnclSinre e e A TR
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NOTE ON YELLOW: _ C -

COrresEondent requests a copy of the Director's
report entitled Communist Target - Youth." COrresandeut
refers to a "ecommunist training camp in Monteagle,
Tennessee,” She asks, "I would like to know what 15 being
done about 1t?".

Correspondent enclosed a pamphlet published by
rgia COmmission on Education which chargea that
hlan

h] S
14

der n:u.nc Scnoo.l. iu & communist fraining scnoo.l..

e0
s
+ 8

The Highlander Folk School has been the aubject
of numerous allegations that it 1s & comnunist school and.
the headquarters of communism in eastern Tennessee due
primarily to its interracial character. These allegations
have never been substantiated., The Bureau has not inves-
tigated this organization. {(61-7511)
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r. J. Edger Hoover

rederal Bureau of Investigation
washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Hoover:

4

.- Not far from here there is a place
called fiichlander Folk School. I was told the F. B. I. watches

that place rather carefullg-and that is what prompted me to
.-ibe this letter.

g

I am thinking about workin-~

and I do not

want to jeopardize my chance by getting my name on any subversive
list.

in a government job

[l

1 uope you will take this into consideration, thank you.

(

Sincerely yours,
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‘ I have received vour letter dated - S
November 14, 1960, and your interest ln comunicating
with me is indeed appreciated. e me s

. 1,1 e oI
..... o

Your letter is belng nade a matter of A FL o
record by this Bureau; however, for your information,
the FBI is strictly an investigative apency of the .
R Federal Government and, 8s such, does not issue L
' : clearances or nonclearances. .mm R R T ot N S

‘]"
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E
R ' ' - 1 an enclosin some naterial on the I".t.Opic’
S % S of communisxn lrhich may of lnterest to yon EE

P

' Sincerely yours, W5 i Lo
UNFORMATION CONTAINED ST
T HEREIN 13 UNCLASSIFIED . '; JOh:l Edgar Hoover
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orrespondent
he hopes  \_
to work for t vernment and he doe5 not want to \
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Correspondent states that he understands
the FBI has had an interest i ‘ '
Folk School
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Jgopardize his chances by having his name on a subversive

list. Bufiles contaiw wo identifiable data concerning
correspondent, e . o

S The Highlander Folk School has been the -
subject of numerous allegations that it is a2 commuhist
school and the headquarters of communism in eastern
Tennessee, due primarily to its interracial character,

These allegations have not been substantiated, The . .- ..

Bureau has not investigated this organization. = -
. 61-7511 =~

: The followiny items of literature were
sent to the correspondent, s - v
1. *Communist Target - Youth,*
2. *"Cormunist Illusion and Democratic -
~ Reality.® - _ -
3. "What You Can Do to Fight Communism
. and Preserve America," ) _
4, vAmerica - Freedom's Champion,*
5. Reprint from *FBI Law Enforcement
Bulletin,* March, 1960, with "An
Analysis of the f7th National = - ¥ -
e - Convention of the CP, USA .Y - -
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January 16, 1961

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D. C.

Dear Sir:
Please inform me immediately as to whether or not the Higlander

i ’-"‘f Folk.Schonl of Monteagle, Tennessee , has been licted as a
Communistic "Front".

Yours very truly,

ALL INFORMATION NONTAINED
HEREL 13 UNCLRSSIFLED -
DATE 815184 BY SPK@%@ é/# 75 //' "\‘,.
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]DEAL CLiMATEv. GOOD COMMUNICATION ® ADEQUATE LABOR AND WATER SUPPLY & RACIAL HARMONY
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Dear .

anuary 186, 2951,_'mm been
received. : ! ' : “--‘
- . 5

' Although 1 would like to be of service, ln carrying s
out its investigative responsibilities, the FBI does not make
evaluations or draw conclusions as to the character or integrity -

of any organization, individual or publication. I hope that you BEENEIN
will not infer in this connection either that we do or that we s

not have data in cur files relating to the subject of you

inguiry,

.!1

B If you desire a list of the organlza.uons which have
- been designated by the Attorney General as coming within the o

scope of Executive Order 10450, your request should be submitted

to the Subversive Organizations Section, Internal Security Division,
United States Department of Justlce, Wa.sh.lngton 35 D. C.
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e Letter to (NG - 1-24-61 -

NOTE (continued)::

be identifiable

The Bureau is cognizant of the numerous communist
affiliations of personnel affiliated with the H1ghlander Folk School at

Monteagle Tennessee. ) o ~
- - Y
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KEEP ENVELOPE ATTACHED
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Do ' 3 Mr.gson g ’
s

OFFICE OF DIRECTOR Mr. parson

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGAT1ON :"- :°lh" :
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE r. Befmon
« Callahan

March 2, 1961 : M. Conr
‘D‘Moach

The attached clipping was sent to Mr. Evans
the Director in an envelope post- Mr.Malone
marked at Atlanta, Ga., with the R“‘-‘;‘
handwritten notation: "Shouldn't ", :::fter
this be investigated? 7" T Jones

Mr, w.C. Ssullivan

Tele. Room
Attachment l/ Mr. Ingram
hbb B Miss HoTmes
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- Highlander
~ And Dr. King
Join Forces

Mhnta'%uthem Christi
o Iy
Leadershiyf Conference — he
by the Rev. Martin LuthelyKing
, Jr—and Tennessee's confrover-
sfal Highlander Folk School have
Joined forces to train Negro lead-
ers for the Southern civil rights

- struggie. )

James R. Woud, SCLC adminis-
trative assistanl, said in Atlanta
Thursday that 11 Negro leaders
have already completed a one-
week course of instruction at the
school and another 15 will attend
a second course in two weeks.

He said the first 11 participants
were Negroes from Savannah and
Montgomery, Ala. None was from
Aflanta, he said.

[ N

THE SECOND class will be
composed of students from Ten-
nessee and Kentucky, he said.

Mr. Hunt said the course was
designed primarily to instruct Ne-
gro leaders from &maller towns,
who will then returc home and
teach local Negroes.

“They're being trained i{o be

Q:'EE?'# leaders and teachers,” he said.
}»,.‘. - “They are learning to teach sim-
) pie reading, writing, civics, poli-
T tics, economics and leadership to
FUNE iess educated Negroes.”

i He said the course also included
7 dnstruction in the elementary phil-
| osophy of nonviolence, social pro-

test and “what prejudice is and
how segregation works."”
2 0
MR. HUNT emphasized that Dr.
King’s organization hopes the pro-
gram ‘“‘will quickly outgrow its
bheginnings” and will eventually
be s¢et wp on an areato-ares
basis.
The Highlander Falk School,
, located deep in Tennessee's Cum-
” berland Mountains between Chat-
towuga and Nashville, has been

il political controversies.
It has been stanchly defended
by Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt,
among others, but, in 1960, a Ten-
ncssee state court revoked its
charter after a legislative inves-
higatioi.charged thgt Copamswnists
had lectured there, .

- . e e w
~——THE SCHOOL has cantiguad_lo
. operate, i
e i v
Mr. Wood said Thursday that the
guthem isti Leadership
nfet'\ence iy aware that the
school's rspelétat.ion might rub off,

“We find po

c;lndgcted itself in a
e : " -
- t:." is not American o petri-
Mr. Wood satd the Highlan,

classes are part of 5 three-phg:: T
training program designed to de.
velop local Negro leadership, The
other .?hases are ‘‘cjtizenshj
scheols” to be established by th
Highlander graduates and g “eor

to be con.

respondence insﬁtute ”
ducted by the conference.
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By LEON DANIEL

Monteagle (UPI) — Highlander
Folk Schoo!, & liberal outpost in
the rolling Southeast Tenhnessee
hill ceuntry, is quietly at work on
a pr‘oject designed to make the
scathern Negro's volce heard at
the poils.

Highlander is training wvolunteer
teachers, whe return to  their
southern communities and set up
sckools to teach {lliterate adult
Negroes to read and write well

.+ literacy testa for
voting.

The school has traveled a rocky
‘road since 1t was founded in 1932
by Mpyles Horion, B _nativ a-
ah tn gegregation - minded
Wes ennesaee

The racially-mixed school's char-
te. Was revoked for violating the
. cegtegation laws following
wideny nu‘blmzed investigation

L. Tuuovssee legislature.

‘Bu; the school was permitted to

outings opemnans pending ap-

: LRt S penard order Tift-
Tie charter,

T
in

QZ) o —3\‘ -
Illgmalldel‘ Plan Designed To Help Negro Pass Ve Vo g Test

Horton said he 1y prepared to
appeal the case all the way to the
U.8. Bupreme Court. But right
now he iz giving leas thought to
Highlander's legal problems than
he is to what he calls his “citizen-
ship schools.”.

In explaining how the plan|

works, Horton llkes to talk about
Johnsa Island, a rural area off the
coast of South Carolina. Most of
the people there are Negroes and
very few of them, according to
Horton, are literate.

“We opened a school in a com-
munity there in 1856," he said.
“There were 208 Negroes and of
these about 30 voted. Now more
than 700 are registered and almost
all of them vote”

He said that as more Negroes
began voting on Johns Island
roads were built and public
gchools were Improved,

“None of thls hag heen done for
the Negroes by the local whites,”
Horton sald. “With the impetus
and support of the school, taught
by local volunteer teachers, they

\-\......A

have done it themselves™
The teachers for the schools get
their training at intensive work-

shops at Highlender. Horton saidia

he has found that learning is ac-
celerated “when the motlvat!on is
first class citizenship,

“The mechanics of the program
were worked out by Mrs Septima
Clark, our educational director,’
he uld “I have been experiment-
ing with the plan for years but
she worked out the teaching de-
tafls,”

Highlander Is financed by con-
tributions from throughout the
United States. Among the more
prominent backers of the achool
arg Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt and
Dr, Relnhold Nlebuhr, well-known
theologian.

Horton Baid he founded the
school “to teach the theory of de-
mocracy and brotherhood™ and
the school’s purpose has remained
the same down t.hrough the years.

A congressfonal committee, as
well as the Tennessee legislature,
was once directed to smoke out

charges of communlsm levelie
agninst Highlander.
. Horton himself has been calle
“Communist.” He said he is
Democrat and a Presbyterian *bv
I'm certainly not a Communist.’
He puts it this way: “If I wer
a Communist, I can assure yo
there would be a lot more Cor
munists in 'I‘ennesaee than ther
Aré Now, J. u:unx J.'m ml.‘[. "DOU a
educator.”

e

Freezable Dressing
For Salad Developed

Albany, Cal -~ ¥Frozen gsalt
dressing is a new development I
sclentists of the United States D
partment of Agriculture, A dre:
ing made of safflower oll, wax
rice flour, and fresh egg volks b
proved stable at 10 degrees Fab
enheit. The selentists now ho;
to give the product stability
Zera.
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.1 have Teceived your letter dated "~ " .- -7
Yarch 3, 1961, with its enclosure, and the PRI
interest which prompted your communicating with .~ |
me is appreclated. : L I T T R

—
‘s
- +
- v
. -

o ¥hile 1 would like to be of assistance, " -~~~
the jurisdiction and responsibilities of the FBI, .
strictly an investigative agency of the Federal
Government, do not extend to furnishing evaluations
or comments concerning the character or integrity

3wl nv mithliratinn

(-)f aﬁ‘y‘ iﬁdll’ldﬁa}' Ulsauiiﬁtiﬁﬁ Ul pPUULICALIVES. -

am sure you will understand the necessity for this ..
policy and will not infer that we do or do not have = -

in oar files the information you dJdesire.- - -~ . R

-

B

| " In view of your interest in the internal
security of the United States, I am enclosing some
literature which you mzy like to read. _

‘Sincerelv v
d o
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: There are no identifia
correspondent. S

le references to - . .

Conespondent wites apparently in self-justi-
fication concerning her views on intdgration expressing
a segregationist's viewpoint while stating she is oot
a segregationist. She asks whether integration is
promoted by "communism" and then in her létter announces
that she does not ogpose inte¢ gration but opposes. - . -
communism, She encloses a clippirt from a newspaper = -
concerning the Highlander Folk Bchool which is described -
as teaching volunteer teachers so that they may return
to their community and in turn teach the Negro people
to read and write sufficiently well so that they can--

n
pass - literacy tests to vote. The newspaper article

pape
stated the School's charter was revoked for violating
the state segmegtion laws. The case is reporte¢d to be
presently under appeal. Correspondent asks whether .
schools of this type are training Negroes to be '
communists and expresses the opinion that this school®$
"leader and other ones have been investigated and brought
to trial for Communism.” She wonders who is intervening
in favor of the School's leader. -~ -~ ‘-

-~

Correspondent furnished ah addféss-oh her

The Highlander Folk School (HFS) has been
the subject of numerous allegations that it is a commurist
school and the headquarters of communism in Eastern ... .
Tennessece; “due primarily to its racial character, - o
These allegations have not been substantiated. The .--.%.

Bureau is cognizant of the numerous communist .. _
affiliatiom of personnel affiliated with the HPFS. The -

Bureau has not investigated this organization.
(61-7511-266, 267) -
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The follo'ing literature was forwarded
to correspondent.

'One Nation's Response to Communisn
"Communist Target-Youth."”

"Breaking the Communist Spell.®

"God and Country or Communism?*
“Communism and the College Student.
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