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� JOINT STATEMENT OF STATE OFFICERS AND ORGANIZATION
LEADERS OF THE TENNESSEE FEDERATION FOR CONSTITUTIONAL.GOVERNIEIT

In view of the past record of Highlander Folk School, it is no

surprise whatever that the Legislature should have in vies s thorough

investigation of the institution. We heartily commend and support

their action, . _

What is surprising is that any informed citizens of Tennessee

would object to a action so obviously demanded in the interest of the

public welfare and already too long delayed. In this oonection we

refer particularly to a group of faculty meqbers of the University

of the South who in a public letter have attacked the good faith and

impugned the motives of the duly elected members of our_prelent

General Assembly, we deplore this display of academic gullibility

and folly. This group and a few other critics have been so ill-

advised as to accuse the Legislature of "McCarthyism" and &#39;Iitoh

hunting." We resent this insult offered to the Legislature and the

people of Tennessee.

The record of Highlander Folk School as a seat of agitation
5

and subversion is already well-documented up to 1954, through the

-92 �£1 -s--.1-a sq B 4-s-s-Q-�-.-| __-. .--. -�pi Q�-�I3&#39;d&1*i1&#39;igs and Ropufta uf Cuug,ru:lsluuu1 C one PU HUI�-Ii
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Security of larch 18, 19, and 20, 1954, Highlander Folk School is

revealed through sworn testimony as having been a center of subversive
F1

activity since 1949 or earlier. At these hearings Paul Crouch, for

seventeen years a communist leader, former Communist&#39;District Organizer

for North Carolina, South Carolina and Tennessee, testified as follows:

"Senator Eastland: �What is the Highlander Folk School?�

"Mr. Crouch: �The Highlander Folk School is a school operated

at lonteagle, Tennessee ostensibly as an independent labor school but

actually working in close co-operation with the Comunist Party.&#39;�

On March 19, 1954 Mr. Crouch testified that in 1940 as Communist

I_gin;--r, he met with Myles Horton, James Dombrowski and Ed Hcdrea,

the Nashville Organizer of the Communist Party and "later my successor

as Tennessee Organizer," at Highlander Folk School. Hr. Crouch said

in reference to this meeting that "The Communist Party was anxious

to get the maximum results from Highlander Folk School without endan-

gering Hr. Horton or anyone."

Crouch explained that �. . . if it were to become public knowledge

.tha? the Highlander Folk School was co-operating top closely with the

Communist Party and carrying on too much open Communist propaganda .

s�ll� endanger its funds and its support , . .�  Pages 125-126!

On Page 155 of the official recorded Hearings of the Senate -

investigation Mr. Arena, Counsel for the Committee, asked Ir. Crouch

t�s Tailoring question: &#39; &#39;

""� �rens: �What conferences did you have there [Highlander

Folk School7? What was the purpose of the_conferences? What was

accomplished in these&#39;conferences at the Highlander Folk School?�

"Mr. Crouch: �The purpose of the conference was to work out a

plav He which the Daily Worker  Official Comunist Newspaper! would
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be purchased by the school. They would be made accessible to the students,

that everywhere possible the instructors would refer to the Daily Iorker, "

to news that had come in it, to encourage the students to read it, and

it was agreed that the Communist Party should have a student, a leader,
»

sent there as a student whose job it would be to look around for pros-

pective recruits, and Mildred White, now in Washington, D. O. was

selected to attend the Highlander Folk School for the purpose of recruiting

for the Communist Party and carrying the Comunist Party line among the

student body there.�

�Hr. Arena:

"Er. Crouch:

Flr. Arens:

Communist Party?�

�Hr. Crouch: �I did.�

"Hr. Arena:

transpired.� &#39;

�You said it was agreed? Who agreed?�

��r. Horton and ir. �ombrowski.�

�Did you ever solicit Hr. Horton for membership in the

�Tell the circumstances of that solicitation and what

1 ;

�Mr. Crouch: �At that meeting after we discussed the school I

asked Mr. Horton to become a formal member of the

his reply was, as near as I can recall his words,

as much good now as I would if I were a member of

I am often asked if I am a Communist Party member

I feel much safer in having no fear that evidence

"*� r; ixtc the Communist Party, and therefore I

Communist Party and

�I�m doing you just

the Communist Party,

and I always say �no�

might be uncovered to

prefer not to become

a member of the Communist Party.�"  Pages 135-136!

Crouch also identified Rev. Don West and Myles Horton as "original

founders" of the Highlander Folk School but said West had earlier left

to engage in Socialist and Communist work in Georgia, North Carolina

and Kentucky.

&#39;  more!
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On Page 150 of the Senate Hearings Mr. Horton couldn&#39;t "remember" _

whether the above mentioned lildred White was a student at Highlander

Folk-School but said if she was "she was sent by a union, not by the
� .

Communist Party. We accept no students from the Communist Party and

never have."

Thereupon Ir. Horton, who now offers to be so co-operative with

the Legislature or Tennessee, grew so obstreperous at Senator Eastland&#39;s

questioning on Mildred White that the senator ordered the marshal to

eject Horton from the room.  Page 151, Senate Hearings, larch, 1954!

"hove quotations are only a smell portion of the evidence

Printed in Congressional records up&#39;to 1954.
~ ;

The Tennessee Legislature has the right and the duty to inquire

into more recent activities of Highlander Folk School, particularly

into the widely publicized meeting of the summer of 1957. This meeting &#39;

has not yet been investigated. It was attended by a number of well-

known Communists, fe1low�travelers, leftists, and well known agitators _

from points of friction in the South. l

The Tennessee Legislature has the right and duty to inquire whether

th�r� 1! I f92,�I"|�I&#39;92At92+.{r&#39;§&#39;l� hn+I&#39;nQn nun_.-_. v .-- � -v-Q--av-.&#39;4,v� wuuuuqu �ygip

and incitements to disorder occurring at Clinton, Nashville, Little
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subject to prosecution for creating a

a threat to the peace and tranquility

Signed: -

Professor Donald Davidson, Vanderbilt
Chancelor Wayne Cox of Henry County
Bob Murray, Mayor of Huntington
District Attorney General Dave Hurray
Dr. John H. Aden of Vanderbilt Univers
D�... 1&#39; IFs.._ &#39;|:g___._..__ �l&#39;I&#39; II 92l____.92_..-I _4 n.e92__-_
D911 J. e A1115, 1� DPIDBI� V a D , I-HPSHHL DI. U108 OH

Bob Guinn, Contractor of Hardin County

public ndisanoe and constituting

oi Tenneseee.

University

of Jackson

ity

County

Roy Boyd, Clerk and Iaster of Tipton County
Dick German, District Attorney General
John McNail,=Gibson County Banker
Eiing J. Harris, Former State Senator

92of Crockett

or Herdsman County
A. 5. Inghram, President, Tennessee Federation, Iadison County
Frank Daniels, Lion Oil Executive of Jackson _
Henry Vaughn, County Clerk of Tipton
�Q1! _T§�I92QI P Q0-nave l"Y&#39;|&#39;|n&#39;|nn¥92 AI� EH; lHQvnv92&#39;I- &#39;I&#39;Qu&#39;|&#39;921&#39;r4
IQC U� I U¬li§ Ll. LJQVHVQ &#39; 92lll92|ll| El-I 92I|� �LIT I&#39;l§&#39;.§llU&#39; 513$-IJIL

W. E. Michaela, attorney and Author,of Sweetlater n
Dick Burrow, Jr., American Legion Anti

-Subversive Committee

C. C. Bradley, Insurance Executive of Nashville
&#39; George Nolan, Manufacturer of�Hashville _

Robert Hardee, Esq., lagistrate of Iadison County
John Sanford, County A,torney of Laude

&#39; Robert Thomas, Attorney of Lauderdale
L. L. Dennis, Merchant of Tipton

rdale

Robert E. Lee Galimore, Former State Senator of Heakley
. Dean Grooms, Former Speaker of the Senate of Ieakley-

I. H. Miles, Former State Senator of Obion .
Prentice Wynn, Lake County Land Owner
E. T. Palmer, layer of Dyersburg
Hugh Patten, Planter of Haywood
Ted Cunliffe, Secretary, Tennessee Federation, Iadison County
Charles Stanfield, Contractor of Jackson _

b Rev. E. R. Warhurst of Jackson . .

C. W.&#39;Hi1es, III, Attorney of Obion
John W. Hart, Attorney of Obion
R. D. Fry, Attorney of Obion
W. M. Allison, Banker of Lake County
Clay F. Wynn, Land Owner of Lake County
Rev. Wallace R. Terry, Nashville

&#39; cheater Mason, Realtor.of Nashville &#39;
Leonard B. Cash, Businessman of Nashville
Rev. Truman Rouse of Jackson

Steve Carter, Planter of Madison County
L. V, Dubose, Businessman of Fashville
Dr. Hughes Chandler of Jackson &#39;
Travis Pegues, Planter of Madison County
Lloyd Harris, Ginner and Planter of Hardin
Dr. John Morris, Fayette ,&#39; .
Virgil Luck, Ginner of Fayette
R. C. Ferguson, Planter of Henderson"

1 .-

Jack Kerahas, Vice Chairman, Tennessee Federation, Nashville

I�
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lllighlanderPrel1e &#39;

Measure Signed
n 2 From Sholby To  -

&#39; ...__�_ !_._.Q -___ fi Aié invIs�§u&#39;�UI|
|I14normclhvn
3 NASHVILLE. Tenn. -� Gov.
,Buford Ellington today signed a
ljoim House-Senate resolution
�calling for on Lnvestign�on 0!
{the Highlander Folk School in
IG1-undy County.
&#39; Shortly rmerivard, Senate
i5peaker Williarn_ D. Baird Ind
ll-louse Speaker James L. Bornar
{announced the appointment of a
�five-man committee to conduct
lthc probe.

f Commilree members are Sens.
IBarlon Demon! of Murtreesbom.
|Law:-ence Huzhes of Arlington
�and Reps. Alan Hanover of
Jviemphis. Carter Patten of
Cnmenooga and Harry Lee Sen-
iler of Bristol. all Democrats.

| "1 want "iii irlutsligali�n ué
{reflect dignity on this body. as
lI am sure ll will." Bomar said.
"&#39;5: should be ihoro and corn-
iplete."

l He directed the committee to
report its �nding: at this su-
sion of lhe General Assembly.-
An appropriation ol $5000 Wu
;&pp.&#39;092.&#39;:d to pay exmnsea oi ti-ii
Iinvesugation.
i The resolution alleged thlt
{subversive activities have been
inenlered around the interracial
lschool in past years.
I Myles Horton. dine�of of the
ieohool, has denied any Cor-nmu~
"hint link and called lot 1 full
&#39;in92&#39;¬$tignti0n. _
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Publications or organizations. Supplying data of the type you -.
ra&#39;§�uested,tu efiect, would constitute an approval or disapproval
oi&#39;,§&#39;ne group you named; therefore, I am unable to answer your
inqulry. I hope you will not infer in this regard that we do or �
dtgnot have in our files the information you desire. - �..  - �

&#39; - I � Sincerely yours, H�
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}Ej�%$ There is submitted herewith one copy of neys article�.
,3¢§§; entitled "Probe of School Opens Saturday", which appeared in the

i"_?1 February 20, 1959, issue of the Chattanoo a Times. The article I
Qéég reflects thst District Attorney General J. M. McCARTT of Wartburg,�
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i 0PEN§iT_URDAY
�Q isit to Traci City ls First
� Order of Business for

0. � Hinhlanrier Silldv
I . . .,, ........... _._,

J �ind e
&#39; i e from Cltsttanooss Tim: llrcsl

, NASI-IVILLE-�The Legisla-
1 tore�: select committee to inves-

tigate the Highland Folk School
, decided Thursday to make I-
. visit to Tracy City early Batu!-
. day to begin its inquiry.
1� The committee decided against

a visit to the adult educational
institution _et Monteagle, and
the plan was reported to involve
discussions  several Grundy
County residents who claim to
have information about the

ischool.
� This �rst major step in the
.committee� inquiry came after
Dist. Atty. Gen. J. M. Mccartt
of Wartburg agreed to serve as
general counsel without compen-
sation. . ; . &#39;

McCartt, a Republican, was
r e tai ned by the committee,
which is composed of �ve Dem-

Itocrats.

I-lopton to Assist
Tn another development, W. E.

.{Bud! Hopton, director ot the
Tennessee Bureau of Criminal
-Identi�cation, agreed to supply
agents to assist in the inquiry.

I-Iopton�s agents are expected
to visit Monteagle and other

|points tn that vicinity over the
iweel-tend and draw up a list of
iprospective witnesses for the
icommittee to question in its �rst
�public hearings here next

The agents will submit names,
and the committee will issue br-

The committee met brie�y
.during&#39; the morning for a dis-
cussion 0! materials already in
its hands but McCartt tailed to
arrive in time for this session.

So another meeting was held;

.
.- __, _ .  _._ _ . -__, _»~._,.__ . .:e .... , _ . . _ , . ,.A__,_..n st 92- �- " 1

ii

ders for the witnesses to report.�
.1.

I 1  &#39;_1&#39;... - _ _ _r ... ___. _.,l �._ --- __v____-;._ »_&#39;;;.;_�_- -.=-&#39;,;,..-i;-.;_;_.| ;;. . &#39;.i-_: r -»~_
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* "_75"PR0i§E0FSGH00L lElizabeth Hawes, Jsines D015-
browaki, Rupert Hampton and
Malcolm Qll-ilolni, , -

Chlsolm was described by
comrnitbee member as �a former
Ohattanoogs. resident who died
fighting for the loyalists in the
�Spanish civil war in 1935-36.
" The visit to Tracy City was
proposed as an informal pra-

ceeding during which explor

ducted.

.

I ~

later in the day for I. further-92_
review of this material, which;
consisted largely of pamphlets,
newspaper clippings and trans-
cripts of testimony from fed-
eral agencies and congressional
committees which had had a
look at the racially integrated
school in times gone by.

The committee has obtained a
certi�ed copy of the� school&#39;s
charter, which was issued by
the secretary .0! state in 1934.
�It autherizespperattoh or a non-
profit corporation tor ."adult
worker education, training of

�rural and industrial leaders and

. ALL !NFORiiAT!ON CONTMEED

tory operations will be c 92
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover
Director .

The Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D. C. &#39;

Dear Mr. Hoover,

,@7c.

Fifteen professors at Sewanee have been under

fire locally _ for supporting the
Highlander Folk School durin an investi ation b_#_ln__m__mmH""m_____ 8 S Y

-5&#39;13gieia£1%E"Ea5n1££3e�or the State of Tennessee.
The Charleston News and Courier has written numerous

editorials attacking Highlander and the professors for
stating their belief that the schooI.is not communist.

The editorials have been most abusive in the criticism

of the professors, and I feel that the newspaper editor
woulk like to have these professors disassociate them-
selves from the Highlander investigation or be removed
from their positions at Sewanee.

$76. <1

You no doubt handle thousands of requests like
this one, but I feel that in defence of a cherished

institution, the University of the South, I should
seek your advice. I would find it very helpful if
anything could be made available to me that has been or

could be made public concerning the status of Highlander
Folk School so far as the Federal Bureau of Investigation
is concerned. I have long heard that Highlander has
been investigated by your great agency of our government.
I have also heard that the State Department routes
visitors to the Tennessee area there.
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Year letter dated ll:-eh 5, 1959, he been - &#39;
received and your tntereet and colleen in tile latter
are Indeed appreciated. - n &#39;" &#39;

_- wa -

Ihtle I Iould like to be of eeruiee, l� net ..
advtee that infer-natten in the file: of thte Bureau to
maintained le confidential lad available for efftetal _-
use only tn looondanee Iith I regulation of the &#39;
nepartnent ef Juettee. I regret, therefore, that
I an unable to be ef aletetanee to you. .

I an eure you I111 Inderetend the leceeettm,
for this pol toy and will net tn�r because of lay Q
inability to be ef aeatetance t t II do er de no � -
have -in our files the information yea deetrn &#39;

.. , -. &#39; .

.9<:-IE8; 5; ,__. 5| John Idgar Ieeier
, _ W _, ,___ Director-�°n

. .~ 1. 1. :2.-~".!  � "~   _- &#39; . " .* "~» �  **=..;*» .MAILED &#39; - � - �"  "  1»2° &#39; &#39; ?&#39;:.: 4 Q.?�92-.-"&#39;; .?~A-&#39;?192.""?
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_ A EN I -_ Sdds, Savannah and Knoxville um iii} 5� H is}
_ . . . ._- r ,. -, . _ �. . __ ___, _ _ , _; .! 7.�: 1

Enclosed is a copy of the csrrespondent&#39;s �@_ I. "
communication. Bufiles contain no identifiable datah -&#39; -

h concerning the correspondsnt._* @.-},f*--j>f- � *=;=>%&#39;- r

_ For the information of the Savannah Q�fice, _;
the Highlander Folk School at Hbnteagle, Tennessee,7--*
reportedly is supported primarily by donations of
individuals and labor unions in the form of payments
for students attending its courses. It ojybrs courses _
of instruction in labor organizations, social economics,Y�$
and general field of labor ducation. It has had CommunistParty members on its stq�f£;nd has accepted communists _&#39;
as students. However, it as never offered courses qf "*&#39;
instnzction in communism nor has the Commu sELParty ever .succeeded in gaining control of the schooli�i _e to its ,
interracial character, it has been the subgecttqf numerous
allegations that it represents the headquarters gf communism
in East lennessee. These allegations have never been_ 1- .
substantiated. The Bureau has in the past conducted an --»

_,__-investigation of the school and its q�ficials based upon.
complaints qf communist activities at the school. Much
of the subversive derogatory information concerning thQ_J
school was later repudiated by the persons previously &#39;

- furnishing the information. i; 5; @.,4.s§E»,. _;;§$§5¢»; 5&#39; . l 4 |-- - . . .. .1 .. &#39;, _ _ _ . ,___ �._ > _ _ . .. , .. I . . _&#39; - ,_ _ �_ . � ___ __ __, ,_ . 1 _| . .. &#39; &#39; _ 92.. » ,-- -- &#39; - - = &#39; " " q &#39; - &#39; V:
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.* I F, 1 ..*1�e lchoo1_in recent years has been
criticized by the Georgia Commission on E�ucation and k��ffet
the Commission has_given wigs circulation of a four: -g 9292�

* page folder on the school relating to a Labor Day,» _ ~-j  7- A
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Federal Bureau of Investigation

Dear Sirrz

~/.
We understand that the Fedgél Bxreau of Investigation

hat made an investigation of the _k&#39;Iighlanc_i§_;_-_£o_lk Schog]. at
Honteagle, Tennessee. As an agency of the Knoxville Minis-
terial Association and concerned citizens of Tennessee, we
are anxious to have all pertinent inforzration which you are
able to give us relative to this school.

There have been widespread accusations of disloyalty
directed against the Highlander School. We feel that if
these accusations are founded in fact, we as citizens and
leaders of our churches need to know it; and if they are not
founded in fact, we wish to be in a position to presdnt to &#39;I
the public the true picture.

Respectfully yours,

-J42,

l-92&#39;*"- � .
ALL INFORMATION 0%!/-921r~1E0 Rm 23 /
6!SifNCLABS$   é_/- 757/ lg $L.7
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been received and the active which proapted your - - &#39;
communication ie indeed appreciated.
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e &#39; Ihile I would like to be of aeoietance,  �
the function of the PB! cc a fact-igathering agency-
doeo not extend to furnichfng evaluation: or -. -:§____- Q

� conmente concerning the character or integrity of  _l &#39;
any individual, organization or publication. -
Furthermore, information in the filee of thin - 1 -�
Bureau ie naintained ac confidential and available -
for official uee only in accordance with a regulation

t J&#39;Juetice. I regret, therefore,of the Departaen o
that I an unable to comply with your regueet for ~ "
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I an eure you will uncieretand the neceeeity - "
for this policgaand will not infer from uxninability "
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., t Enclosed is a copy of correspondent&#39;s letter.
Bufiles contain no.identifiab1e data concerning the V 1
corres ondent and no dero ator r t

Former Assistant to

spoke before this sssociation

The

is well known

a

o .The

only.

.1 _- _. -

Highlander Iolh
to your office.

/4 W1-~  � �°"
the Director L. B. Nichols _

F" 19~3&#39;?-  94-1-ezso! ~.

School, yonteagle, Ienneoooe,

.. _�- _�__ � ~  _�.

above data is jurnished,for your information

NOTE ON YELLOF: . . e

&#39; lhe gighlanderelolh School has been the subject"
of numerous allegations that it is a communist school and
the headquarters of communism in east Tennessee, due e
primarily to its interracial character. These allegations
have never been substantiated. It has been given wide

W _

no-1.1-1&#39;44-Ls. Ln -{LA no--Q!-in :1---.8;-J_-. __ &#39;|:1.-�l....~..|..:-_ ...92_.1&#39;_:. -
JJIJU-I.il.vIUU Uy U155 L1"UUlyi92-I h�li�llb��b�li UH .l5ULiUUDl-UH lllfll-Cf}

issued a pamphlet chargimrit is a communist training--
school. On January 28, 1959, the Tennessee State Legislature
passed a resolution appointing a committee to investigate
the school. -�1-7511! .»y -§_

In view of the extremely controversial nature of
this school, the past attacks upon it by_the Georgia _,
Commission on Education and the_pending&#39;inquiry by the:~? =
Tennessee Stote Legislature, the above reply is believed en-
i�ibest serve the purposes of the Bureau; *.;~,;-; .;.g w
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lilacs�; �iii &#39; �aw � q  Q e
When hww� In Wiwhi-new-1 o

he talked with Assis�gt Director C. U. Deloach dnd indicated that he
was interested in iii ighlander Fol: school at .92"i0DtEat51t-:, Tennessee. £7;
ll is desired that you contact� on a highly confidential basis ,-
and advise him that this school has been the GULUECI Ht 4 great deal oi &#39;

-4 ekJt"92l&#39;l&#39;I I I _ � I
I  I H"92

_,_.e--;s

76/

controversy.

You may teil�thst -the school ..~£iers C£"lt.*i8¬&#39;a .é7.__/_&#39;__:_�
oi instruction in social economics, labor O1&#39;53.�Ll&I.lOli and labor c1§it..L4§.l.1i..
Furthermore, it has had Communist {arty members on it.s.stai&#39;t E16 has
accepted communists as students. It should be pointed out, however, thst
th C " � &#39;e ommunlst Party has never succeeded in galfllllg; control 0 the schoolnor does the school otter courses at instruction in i*o:1:munminf-QM�;-iew Q.�
oi its interracial character, there have been man! alié_glU0l�lB oat it ~
represents the hesdqunrters of communism. in caster: Tennessee. " Fins 92&#39;92
allegation has never been substantiated. 1;

92

H
92

92

It should be pointed out to � that ll&#39;l recent *5�! &#39;�-&#39;"&#39;
years, the school has been severely criticized by the Georgia Commission
on Education, and the Commission has given wide circulation ct a four-
page {older relating to a Lsbor Day meeting in 1967.

Attached are Photoetats ot some items which you may make é?
available to_ They include the lollowing: �! 3 Photostat oi s 5-_
ciioping from The Chattanooga Times, February 20, 1959; �! a Photostat t
oi the shove-inentionecl paper put out by the Georgia Commission on Education, 3
and  8! s Photostst oi tan sr icle from The Chattanooga Times for Februsry ll, &#39;
1059. You should advise the Bureau oi the results oi your contact with

ij7c,-
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SUBJ CT: HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL
I IS = C

Knoxville Origin

Transmitted herewith is a letterh

ing information obtained on a confide
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New-Haven in£o1;enc1.-1!
New York�nfo!&#39; enc1.-1!
Norfo1k info!  encl.-1!
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San Franciséb info! enc1.-1!
Stl Lbuis info! enc1.-1!
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET

Page s! withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where
indicated, explain this deletion.

j/[!eleted under exem tiontsl L 7  &#39;29 l  with no segregabie

E]

D

U

P1
l__l

p _,,_ IL

material available for release to you.

Information pertained only to a third party with no reft-roiit-e to you or the subject of your request.

Information pertained only to a third |!nrt92. Your imnie is listed in the title only.

Documentlsl Originating with the f&#39;ollowin,r_§ governnient net-ne92&#39;lil~s! a ..__._ V

_ _n_,___________________________ , vi-:1.»-/92»921-re f&#39;oi&#39;9292�-carded to them for direct response to you.

Pagelsl referred for consultation to tho following government agene_92&#39; i¬5l; -�
M� ____ ___ _~___ ___ _________ ___ £15 the iiifomiatioii originated with them. You will

pon retum of the niaterial to the FBI.K92n_ n.-I-An.-1.-I nf an-allut, Q92.lV!OL92.-I u: uvuii

Page s! withheld for the following reasonisli

For your information:

{T;et&#39;ollo&#39;92:v1in.g&#39;_I_1t1rr|iber ig-5 ed. fo§_ref&#39;ere}ic&#39;e regarding these pages:

PL" L/_ 2_LL&#39;l¢="-  é, - , 7 e e W
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I� R&#39;Pl"&#39;H&#39;�&#39;°Rd"� Savannah, Georgia
���� 7 June 8, 1959

5

ib
Mr. Cartha D. DeLoach

Assistant Director

Federal Bureau of Investigation

Washington, D. C.

Dear Deke:

I have had our files checked on the John&#39;s

Island branch of the Highlander Folk School, and
I hope that the attached information will be of
help.

&#39; As you know, the Bureau has instructed that
we are not to get involved in any controversy
relating to the Highlander Folk School, and no
investigation of it is to be conducted.

l 47°

Enclosure gum up�jw, 1.-.»4@~ /
_"_-122&#39;� /75;;-,2�

rx� 92§¥Jc?$§§$ �;g,1B  Q :;,_¢nF¢ f?$¬!

Sincerely,

»  �n,  &#39; 1&#39;1 JUN 23 �S9
92�="ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED___...-   o

HEREIN! U&#39;JCLASSlFlED Q 521%»A gi,
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Voting, Joint Committee Activity, Transportation, Housing,
Parks and Action Through Churches". It was not known _
whether the riments" ohn&#39;s Island had relation
to these work

The following article captioned "Classes#Mf&#39;"�
Here Sponsored by Folk School", by OT �PERKINS, appeared in"&#39;�"""
the News and Courier, a daily newspaper blished in Charleston,
South_Car0lina, on March ll, 1959:

"Interracial Hig�and Folk School,
which has been under investigation in Tennessee,
has sponsored citizenship classes among Charleston

County Negroes for the last two years. C *92

"The latest of such classes was

completed on John&#39;s Island last Thursday. Similar
classes -all plugging registration and voting --
also have been held on Edisto Island and Wadmalaw

Island.

"Reports of the classes had been
rumored here for sometime. Their operation was
verified yesterday by the man who helped set them

Up,

"He is Esaw Jenkins, a soft-spoken,
mild-mannered Negro leader of John&#39;s Island.

Jenkins, who missed formal educa-
says there&#39;s nothing secret or ulterior
his own brand of private education. He
the impression, himself, of being educated,
grew from private tutoring as an adult.

tion,
about
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"&#39;We only want to make them better -
citizens,� he told this reporter on the island last
night. �The main thing is to teach them voting.
We want them to understand new to rote intelligently.

, We teach them what they ought to know so that when
they go down there to register there won&#39;t be any
embarrassment,&#39;

"The robust Negro leader spoke as he
sat in the rear seat of an automobile in front of
Wesley AME Church about nine mibs northwest of
Charleston on River Road.

"Strangely, not a single white person,
including the county school superintendent or even
officials of the Islands� Citizens Councils, had &#39;
any direct knowledge the Negro adult classes were
being held.

"Jenkins, an honor member of the
National Assn. for the Advancement of Colored People,
said he long had been interested in the Negro people
of John*s Island, where he grew up.

"He said he heard about the Highlander
School and its operation sometime before the classes
were set up. -

"In 1955, two white girl students
of the Tennessee school came to Charleston. They
sat with Negroes to observe court procedure.
They were admitted integrationists.

"Jenkins recalled they visited his
John&#39;s Island home while here. He said also that
Myles Horton, founder and director of Highlander
Folk School, had visited in Charleston County.
Horton last was here about a year ago, Jenkins said.

"Jenkins said he approached Highlander
on setting up adult classes here.

"Highlander personnel, according to
reports, came here and set up the school and then
left them to local leadership. Jenkins said the



�92_ _

�I
a_ 7 &#39;-_ ._"-

"�-"1=&#39; R1-&#39;1

7-F-?".�§;f"r;&#39;
J ,&#39;<92-,=_ _ ":�¬__I 7&#39; __ _
S_5-:Z¢f.?§�.!:"._.
g:,a"�r. {I/5?}

=a%$ss
&#39;-37&#39;-iii:-.=

�";"&#39;�jl
&#39; 1.1;,

4 -=== =�:¢=.4" *

i Ya�:- 5&#39; 1"".-*2-&#39;=
&#39; , . 4 $0!?�
»=P..1-2. -_&#39;

j  _.,
  *

fin?�
Haj� V �$-
&#39; -�._:._;u&#39;f,f;3�

.»;r*
 _ -.~_-.9
�- " ,� ._.

&#39;;U3$.12_� .
its-,-t �

.~:_ .> *

~&#39;92

ls. -

92 - �T &#39;:_92V

.w.i:.92;�i>vT.
as .1 g J
w. %

J

-.s"&#39; ?
Q�,

4&#39;,

L

C

. �it

W...

P-�K

_. "-1-4...

hawg
&#39;- 17

"11 �~_�Z~"&#39;92
---____¢---,_:

4

.. . �I c_ ¢ _

92

&#39;1

teacher at John&#39;s Island is Bernice Robinson, ;L�;;la
who is paid by the foundation through ighlander »"
Folk School. He says the teachers at Wadmalaw a
and Edisto Islands also apparently work under the
same arrangement. -

1 "She declined to discuss details

of the operation last night, saying such would
have to come from Highlander. The arrangement
by which teachers are paid and the number of
students enrolled also are available only through
Highlander records at the school&#39;s Monteagle,
Tenn., headquarters, she said.

"The class sessions, which last
about three months for each group of students,
are held two hours nightly in a building formerly
owned by the John&#39;s Island School District. The
property was purchased by Jenkins, who also operates
a grocery store in front of the structure housing
the classroom,

"Subjects, besides voting, include
reading, writing and sewing, Jenkins reported.
He said several men and women students can neither

read nor write. Some progress well, be added.

"Jenkins teaches the voting classes,
which are held in conjunction with the Palmetto
State Voters Assn. The association meets each

Monday night. Its purpose, like that of the
classes, is to promote Negro registration and
voting.

"Students of the classes and persons
attending the association meetings, are given sample
South Carolina voter registration application blanks.

�The forms are explained point-by-
point and line by line. �We also try to teach them
the meaning of some of the words,� Jenkins said.

"The next classes will be held in
December, Jenkins said. He explained that they
are held for the period of December through Feb-
ruary because no farming is being done during that

gsriod.

-_ A --



.-I �U

�92 ~ �  92 f�

e: �~ .

?_�.-*.-
-a&#39;,-&#39;.�._.&#39;-_ _. --.

�a�1.,:T " - .4� � *.
�:1-r J-~.;;.
 L�-�H -�V-_>1�, =�-,;_.: H
&.;&#39;.~"§.~;éI 1

- �ale: 1-&#39;-T-�92�.:&#39;-x
Pa-5-" �W

.¢_. _,_

._. -92�&#39;~J ..
,._ .

a*.:%&#39;?&#39;->=
K� ."»§-

"?&#39;;T1$
4- JV-_:

3,;
.92g_r..!:_7 _-;.-H, &#39;

&#39;e.-&#39;_3;-&#39;: .
4._-_1~- ,-c-=-

A&#39;7i}�J�§. ..  -

=&#39;~ -.C
1 _-�W

-&#39;3&#39;--&#39;_ -�sq-. _T .-J.92 "&#39; � 2&#39;:
"nu

.. . ;"".&#39;:".*i

f-_.

. 92

%P?¢§
.?-:5.1-&#39; - F _-3

� 4

L
.1

92--
. _ _,_;&#39;:"l.�.1

F-J1 i. f
rs? Q1�-&#39; ~&#39;-&#39; 1"

|-."- 2&#39; &#39;-

92 &#39;:*"&#39;T,r J-,4

;.¢§..-=;.
F A 7 .

2+-~ -�A _

-.. - .-

� .

isms
.14???"-.92&#39;~"&#39;.5".l92"*"§�7.
on: -- -1-,~.= ~¢
1. Q I. 7�-Q.92t -_&#39;.:_1 - - :� -,-.
.. r .�,. _,

2,-�",�§»�: �,92-¬¢_1z.~"i
1:*..�1."-_3&#39;:&#39;.92--
~=.~»�=s*�-. = 4.:

_4.
.-=+..;-

r
1=_

� xi�, - 7&#39;-1&#39;
~-

92

"Many or the people attending tne

classes, one John&#39;s Islander reported, are com-
pletely illiterate. They come in from remote
sections. �Some of them never have seen the city,�
he explained. �They have no idea what&#39;s going on
outside their section.�

"Jenkins, in answer to a question,
said he didn&#39;t believe Horton of the controversial

Highlander school is a communist. Jenkins said
Horton never did or said anything as far as he
knew to indicate he was a Red.

"The school has been accused of
harboring subversive elements and of being a
breeding ground for agitators. It faces the loss
of its charter as a privately operated institution
as a result of the investigation by the Tennessee
T130� 9:1 2111171:-2an-n-¢> � H + w v � Q�-0

"&#39;We dontt believe in violence,�
Jenkins said of his association. �We tell our

people to be respectful. This thing  integration!
can&#39;t be done over night. It&#39;s a revolution.
There&#39;s no use of us fighting over it.� He said
the Highlander school hadn&#39;t suggested the classes
as a tool of integration.

"Jenkins owns, besides the grocery,
a restaurant in Charleston and some buses, He is

a leader of the Wesley Church.

"He says he hopes to start a Negro
housing project on the island -- to get Negroes out
of shacks.

&#39;"Maybe that would serve as an example
and they&#39;d try to build better houses,� he commented
Jenkins says he believes in teaching by example. H
has put three children through college, and has one
child in high school and another in grammar school.
He says he hopes other Negroes will do likewise."

-- 5 _-
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1 SchoolBeing Prepared

-late ea; night from 5 j92,s&�
the peace at his home,

_ and state officers led

&#39;by Dist. Atty. Gen. A. F�. Sloan
raided the controversial �igh-

tice Of

...»-..-.:y

I or� Los Angelesf Guy Hughesf
� 1 if-Carawan Art 32. I-lso of Losi
1 �l Angeiesf an entertainer with�,
i  D Amllsome renowrnas a folk singer�
i 192 |92n|y and musician, and Ferry �Hac-

P3[ll0Cl  Petition Against� The men, as well as others at�

After Whisky FOUl1il lworkshops conducted by the insti-

Special Io The Chottnnoosa Times 1 gm-mg advocacy or racial �integra-
: MONTEAGLE, Tenn.---Armed� don. -  �
, with search warrants obtained" Atty, G-en. Sloan said the pad-

r.&#39;~-aa .. &#39; - H. ,1 _s. -&#39; &#39;

Brent Eughe*&#39;§s;kadg1:,,,, 22.

Kay-aturges, 84, _ Shelter Island, 5
Heights, NIY. L, , ,-pr» J ll}; .i

the school, had been participatlngi�
in an; oi the regular summer,

tution which has admitted its

rock petition against the school �
would be presented to Circuit
Judge C. C. Chattin. explaining
that the school then would have �

tive says 11> appear in win�! endii
lander Folk School near here

land broke up s. banquet attend-
ed by 30 or more Negro couples

Sloan disclosed Saturday that
e was prepa�ng a padlo k

etition against, the school, no
�e presented in court �wi
&#39; is ncxi. few days." -

1 Mrs. Septima P.%lark, 1,�
{who identified herself as di-
lrector of education at the

ischool, was placed under ar-
&#39;re.st after officers discovered�

,quantities of whisky and gin
�ion the property. =

Three young men. who re-�
,p::rtedly interfered with the of»,
-ficers in their efforts to take

-�Mrs. Clark into custody, also
were arrested and taken to the,

Grundy County jail in Alta-1
mont. p

, Bel%s% ;-.=-. %nd - ii

and several white persons. ill

i
,1

i
l
1

I

i

i
I

H issued, it would be directed to the;

answer the Detiiion.  ]
H e attorney general sai his: Lecu on �in all likelihood�? �guild
S Pr no Eleven, Column noil
;, -i-..__..-_-ass-.l.rs.Jiw-�L

A RESTED IN Riilo

&#39; From Page One 1
l. .

also include a request for an or-
der that the charter oi Highlander
be revoked. If such an order were�

lino grounds of the school, but,
secretary oi state. ;

A. legislative lnvestlg&#39;a&#39;tlngL
committee earlier this year con-F
eluded its probe or the school�

mg s oo or or.
leaders from throughout the na-i "
tion, but especially in the South,
and has pushed openly for a
speed-up in school integration in
the Southern states. Most oi;
the seminars and workshops all
Highlander are operated on an-
llitegrated basis. �

Charges that the school hasi
Communistic leanings were ex-
plored rather thoroughly by the
iegllatlve committee, several
members of which felt that the
ultra-liberal positions of High-
lander officials place them in
the class of "left-wingers." Hor- .
ton and others on the staff have
denied -repeatedly any Commu-
nist connections and the inv
tig tors failed to turn up
re proof to support the char .|
&#39;1� committee, however, E
re mmend that the schoo s1
st us .as a tax-exempt inst!-i
tution he ended and its charter
revoked. &#39; ~ i

Should Judge Chattin sustaini
the attorney generals pIea_ for
padlocking the school,-the order
would remain in effect until thel
October term oi! circuit court
when another hearing would be:
scheduled on the question of�
making the order per-rnanent.

Sloan said Saturday that he

had no intention of denying lesidentlal use oi"the homes on

at his petition, if granted;
ould prohibit their continuedli
so as gathering places and sites
or the institution�: regular op-N

iv!-ligieiander Folk so».-an
many years has be �
s21-11-ran� ch lab

1

I
l
l

F

l
I
1
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School Being Prepared
p AfterVVhhky Found
. n___
l spmdi to The clidudndooe rm�

-iraiiled the controversial High-_

liiander Folk School near here
-l and broke up a banquet attend-�I er the petm°n- _ ii;
�iecl by 30 or more Negro coupl The attorney gene�! and �Ii
&#39;and several white persons. J
l Sloan disclosed Saturday that
[he was preparing 1 padlgck
lpetition against the school, to
ihe presented in court "within
tin; next few days.�

. 313.. S>epl.�im& P. Clark, B1,�

i-av identified herself as di.
re lor of education at the

fscnool, was placed uncle ar».
i!&#39;CS!. 8.fl.EI&#39; officers dincuvergd
�quantities of whisky and gini
ion the property, �
 Thrr-e young men, who re-.
.poriedly interfered with Lhe of-1
-more in their efforts to tsicel

iivno. �Cine into custody, also
nerd arrested and taken to the

ilflrllndy County jail tn Alta-
imont.

l . Released on Bond
. .-til were released early sot-i

iurday morning after postingi
icesh bonds for appearance at

ARRESTED IN Hill!

Padlock Petition Against?�-���&#39;N&#39;Y&#39;

o L-~ nan. Atty. Gen. A. F. sioon.-1"�-�¥° 9- Q Ch°�l"- °*P""�1"K

&#39;-. �I . �_&#39;-- - ,&#39;~ -- .1� -I� -i_;  "5
- -.=-.-1-&#39;__,_ 1 ., ;__ __=,-.- .1,

. - *::" &#39;15.". if :/i--.-.~
.� __ t �_ -

&#39; £&#39;;~_;-  .2.-!;_&#39;5_  =_

_ -. _ .; ._ _ _ - ii _ Vi. ,,_ l_.-  - -&#39; ~;&#39;- &#39;..,/F-._.&#39;-v . 1 » -. r. 92- . § &#39; r - 92 .~ -. -"� -- - -�- - &#39; * ~&#39; -~&#39;-� _,~__.._.-_-__-- -- ,,-1  &#39; - -  92
I . ll

. - - Pi

*3;-&#39;ent   fxlfllghlander Fol 7§c_hool lor
el Y 8&#39;
32 also of Los

ilmg-eles, an entertainer with
some renown as a folk smger

&#39; d musician, and Perry Hac-

�iltriay Sturges, 34, Shelter Island
The men.� as well as others st

l

.l.n one of the regular summer
workshops conducted by the insti �

I
� l,Itice or the peace at his home,

that the school then would have

�x-�e days to appear in court and

lithe school, had been participating�
l

tution which has admitted its�.
l MONTEAGLE, TEnn.�Al&#39;ll&#39;1Bd.5tr°n§ ldvw�cy of rlwlal inleirrw �
iwith search warrants obtainedI&#39;i&#39;U-°�- &#39; . I
hate F;-may night from l J-uh: Atty. Gen. Sloan said the pad-l

loci: petition against the school�
i�C0lkI&#39;Ii&#39;.}� and state officers lediwould be Pl�a91&#39;lt9d �-0 Ci1"¢l1�_

l
ii

�I

poniioo �in all likelihood" wo
See Page Eleven. Column 0

MET HIGHLANDER i
1|. DI,�C"I�I.1&#39;I"t tar n ainl

4 tlbbdl DI!� [IV If u

_ I I"roni�l�a-lg; Doe i
,, _..__ -

also include a request for I qr.
der that the charter oi! Highlander�
be revoked. If such an order wen:

issued. it would be direcled to the

secretary or state. Q
-5- legislative investigating"

committee earlier this year eon-
cluded its probe of the lchool

by urging action leading toward &#39;i
revocation or the charter.
&#39; loan said he would charge in.
his padlock petition that the�
school I8  "public I&#39;l1]i3�]&#39;_|QQ" gm] _
*8 enresmz in law violations� by
possessing and serving whisky.
and other intoxicating hevgrq-3;�.
In a dry county. i.

Ml&#39;$- cl-lfk. an elderly Negro
woman. was the only school 9115..la preliminary hearing nexti

lTi&#39;lUf�5d5»¥ at 4 �p.m. in Alta-&#39;:
. . __ I Q�924I_�1IIh92II�92�II L_l____ £1-..:_-&#39;
ii-ml-., yicauniiuuly uclulc squire

_. . .. Wright, who issued

1 the search warrants. ii his fl;-nj[y_ M_|-5_ Clark told oi-�u�!
she was in charge in Horton�: ab-
sence.

1 Mrs. Clark�: bond� was set
at $500 on the whisky posses-

fsion charge. The men, released lmston ma" � Gmnd count Ki Y she -�
goodoi bond or $250 each oniin; Kenneth Shelt:in_ woiiiiom:
lcharges of�-dnunlnqgness, lnf!f?L!!&#39;Pl!&#39;!luotCr&#39;iminalIdentif� &#39; -&#39;
ifc�ng with officers and resist-|¢°�ntY deputies and �em�rs or i
iinz arrest, _1ye_re identified �asiihg--1-��h�"3&#39; P�t"°1- 7 * - &#39; * 1!

cm Present when the raiding!
Party lrrived late ruddy ngln.
Miller Horton. director or the
school. reportedly is abroad with

� J�llling Sloan in the raid Here�

l

I

l
i

E
leaders from throughout the na-
tion, hut especially in the South
and has pushed openly tor a
speed-up in school integration in
the Southern states. Most ot
the seminars and workshops at
Highlander are operated on an
integrated basis. &#39;

Charges that the school has
Communlstic leanings were ex~
plored rather thoroughly by the
legislative committee, several
members of which telt tiat the
ultra-liberal positions of High-
lander officials place them in
the class or "left-wingers." Hor-
ton and other: on the :t=1�£ have
denied repeatedly my Commu-
nist connections-and the inv -
tigators failed to turn up y
re pi-oot_.to support the cha e.
Th committee. however, id
re mmend that the sch l&#39;|
st us as a tax-exempt insti-
tu n be ended and its charter
revokld. -

Should Judge Chattin sustain
the ettomey general�: plea tor
padlocking the school, the order
would remain in e�e-ct until the
October term of cir�il�l 001l1&#39;t
when another hearing� would be
ichednled on the question of
making the order permanent.

Sloan mid Saturday that he
had no intention of denying
residential use of the homes on
the grounds of the achool, but
out his petlti�ll. it grinted.
would prohibit their continued
use as gathering place: and sites
,j|;|,:__L[],g_�n5tit1l�iIlIl;l-I$&#39;9211l,1� op-
erationa. A &#39; - t.

i &-nos-1 V l  &#39; II "1""? �u" M�  ��g| Uuawmjgif &#39;� U �_�"l-as-r. trainln school or labor
i - �i ~ -
ii � I

|
l

4

1

�i
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ll
l
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A copy of a mimecgraphed letter was received

by the Knoxville Office of the FBI bearing the return
address of the Highlander Folk School, Monteagls,
Tennessee. This mimeagraphed letter reads as follows:

"Highlander Folk School

Monteagle, Tennessee

From gylec jortcn to Fellow Tennesseans:

&#39;by Atty. Genl.
failed to prove
was subversive!L1.�

school.

-11
ill-.&#39;l.

_L_92._I.-_._II! .1.E3-K1 -l&#39;»E.l.-11

lender&#39;sI

4
The State legislative Investigation instigated

Bruce Bennet of Arkansas spectacularly
that Highlander&#39;s stand on integration

Nevertheless our District Atty. was
instructed to find soe other excuse for closing the

/
. 4/I /&#39;

While I was away something hapazned that .f�[:,},
..1-..-...L ...-__.,1_ 11.... c92_...L..1..._ �I-_�h nu -1. _.-/� 4,51�
ueuenu pa-up.|.u. |nr:.i_._ noepuimu/F1-iu.t&#39;n, n.|.g;,u- I ._/�L

Educational Director, an outstanding church g.�W~- ,-
� woman, was arrested and hauled off to Jail in the midst"-&#39;*�

92/ of an integrated workshop.  At present she is conduct-
ing a workshop attended by 33 people, including a number
Oi Ioreign visitors sent by the State Department, with
her usual dignity.!

According to the Nashville Tennessean Sloan
n¢1"I1rI;t92r&#39;! I-I-92Q+ � Ff-QQ mnirl unlui Ali ha r-1&#39;! -vv_;n&#39;|&#39;45lI ulna Ila� +|92n
Sue-.�L92;V392.. bl-lilll U-Jhv I-G--L92l&#39; Wlluliall LI-W 92A-Ah-v92d92vG92l� I&#39;U.§ J-92I<L Ill-I7

purpose of finding whiskey so he could have the school
closed. "The members of the legislative committee gave

me information mostly on integration and communism,"

Y{:��qmmm /-� 75//"" Q� 63t1»eE1.a 1;
=�14!.1�:92??£>sn_-  . I
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CONFI NTIAL
I 92Re: HIGHLLHDER FOLK SCHOOL

said Sloan, "and I wasn&#39;t satisfied I could be success-
ful at that. I thought maybe this was the best shot
and I think now I&#39;ll be successful," /y/

In a letter of protest, Dr. Roge;�;T?§hinn,~j:¬22r &#39;
recently professor of Christian Ethics at Vanderbilt w
University, wrote:

After a long history of unfair heckling and
absurd charges brought against the Highlander
Folk School, I suppose I should not be sur-
prised at the latest episode. But I thought
that some of your foes might have the wisdom
to keep quiet after their ridiculous efforts
at the last session of the state legislature.
During my years in Tennessee I was glad for
the Christian and democratic idealism of

Highlander Folk School. You have been inves-
tigated repeatedly and have been vindicated
against false and malicious charges.

Sloan is insisting that Highlander be padlocked
as a public nuisance. A hearing has been set for Sept.
14 at 9:00 am at the Grundy County Courthouse in Altamont.

nany of our rriends have written or called to

say they will be at Altamont early Manda morning. I
would like very much to have you with us also. Your
very presence will show that Tennesseans want fair play
and will do a great deal to keep this unprecedented
action from turning into a second Scopes Trial. At the
first hearing the courtroom was packed with Atty. Sloan&#39;s
rooting section well before court opened. You will want
to get to Altamont early. Let us know if you will want
to spend Sunday night at Highlander.

P.S. A few of the many letters of support and encourage-
ment are enclosed."

The Knoxville Newsg�e
a daily newspaper, in the issue of August 1, 1959, carried
a news article datelined at Monteagle, Tennessee, which
reported as follows:

-2-
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"County and state law enforcment officials
raided integrated Highlander Folk School last night,
arrested a negro woman and three white men and consie

cated a quantity of liquor.

�The school was the subject of an investigation
by the 1959 state Legislature, which sought indication

activities or teachings at the school.of �ommunistic

/. "The

+*tiark, 61, who
� Highlander and

Director Myles

n �92_..
"D11?!

Egro woman arrested was �hrs. __ Sept_ima,�P_._~%;;�.§f3Q{l �r
said she was director of education for�&#39;" &#39;

in charge during the absence of School
Horton, now in Europe.

Liquor in Horton

was charged with
raiders said they found bottles
containing whisky in the
pending receipt of bond.

"Dist. Atty. Ab Sloan,
along with Grundy County
Bureau of Identification

plans to file a petition
l&#39;i1�&#39;l�92Q.l" n ~I92n&#39;|-11-Ir! nirlcsnn�q �n!� hm92vJ-Ii; W R F�! $11 ¬ A-l92.~l.hBIIb&l920920 M Y?

Home

._�--.�-.-.-1�-.. ._Ll -1-." -.81---_-I
�JUi;§i:i92.ti5LLl&#39;g&#39;, WULBISY 3-1. DB1�

of gin and ru and a keg
home of Horton. She was Jailed -

Grundy County is prohibition.

who directed the raid

Sheriff Elston Clay and Tennessee
Agent Kenneth Shelton, said he
seeking that Highlander be de-

n&#39;| near!92IlY?¥m

"The raiding part of 15 hit the school shortly
after an estimated 30 Negro men and women and several
young white couples had finished a banquet and were
watching a movie.

"The search warrant was signed by Justice of
the Peace John P. Wright.

Held on Several Charges

"Others arrested and jailed at Altamount, the

county seat, on charges of drunkenness, interfering n "Wm F151
with officers and resisting arrest were Brontiiugene!a5#F*"�"�

->fsark§aa1e_, 22, of Los Ange1es,&#39;a§%1if., Guy.I-Iughes Cara-gj-__E"_�_�_�§_�1&#39;F:lj �
1
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Re: HIGHLAHDER FOLK SCHOOL

"A committee from the 1959 Legislature held
several hearings on Highlander and then visited the
school itself. It reported it found the school engaged
in a "very questionable activity" and recommended its
tax-exempt charter be revoked.

"Lorton has deeied repeatedly any �ommunistic
connections at the school. The school does not hold
formal classes but conducts discussions and seminars

and is frequently addressed by guest speakers."
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/-ZED STATES DEPARTMENT OFQSTICE

617 Ielnut Street, S.F.
Knoxville 02, Tennessee

September 11, 1959

HIGHLANDER FOIK SCHOOL

MOiITEAGLE, mxnmssnn

I.m"_Q3%@E¬°N E¢¬¢E.-�?�i�_1HG

Q
3e;erence is made to&#39;1etterhead memorandu

dated September ll, 1959, at Knoxville, Tennessee.

This memorandum is loaned to you by the FBI,
and neither it nor its contents are to be distributed
outside the agency to which loaned.

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN IS uwcu-xssmn-:0 M
»AweeBY@@§ee%>
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an eentldenilll lulu-manta referred to in thle~ a  I,
memorandum have turnlahed reliable lnteraatlen la the peat; � &#39; "  "&#39;

:3
Sadvleed I

Ienneaaae was a apeaker at a meeting
Ce:!I&#39;i&#39;1T&#39;e55: for lumen Helrara uhleh wee held  ..
Teeaaee on April 19 thlreuyn Z1, l9l¢2. _ _em-ten apeke en the llportanee 7  "

=1-l nation both voeatlenalli and La deaoeraei. Y  -
the Southern Conference for lumen we tare he been el ed by e &#39;
 Special Committee en Un-American Aetlrltlea, Report,
March 29, 19141;, page 1141 ea I "Oeeuaun1at treat which   ~_-
received none; tron the Robert Ilarahall foundation, one 01&#39;

&#39; . I _
-./�W ���""

the prlnaipll aeureea et the mm by which narq Oomlunlat
rr�litl 9P.1&#39;l9&#39;9.&#39;  :4�-&#39;   _:-&#39;: ;&#39;-&#39;;Y~<   :1" P  n 1 -. -.

&#39; furnlehed E  He:-nauen eenee%   he 1/
Highlander Felt Behooll  _ . l j g_$ p,_&#39;_&#39; 7;//_ Q .

�the Highlander Polk school u"§=i lnetltutlon .f_
located near llonteagle, Tenneeeeea It la an lnatltutlen
with elaaaea on a aenlner baala and auppo:-ted primarily

n. by donations from lndlvldule, from laber unione !|n the
re:-an of paynente for etndenta who attend, and to a ~�-"
extent by the !&#39;arner&#39;a Union. It ettere �euraea �g  .  ¢- 1   �é "Z Y  __ 1�-_*    _� 1.-_.~ .- _- *9-.____. Sf? 16135 _ ,
r»-M5 and one to sun: - furnished State Lialpén!   .

NOTE: Sulbethnce of ahove furnished OBI--ll; April Q7, 1956,�
response to name cheek. Thumb 11 sketch re Highlander Folk l &#39; -

§»;=j�_____$chool cheekdup to date with Yigxi�/MAX! Organization Desk.

37P��=7h&#39;*~n1.@&#39;m@r§1¢ classified "Con}4@ential" lnaenzueh as the inrormantstx

92
92�w

-I �-;-r.+ itjee in ahould not be revealed as it might be dangerous
"Tto the security or the United Staten7&#39;-�Y &#39;- . X . . |-1 1| r conctualonl of the FBI. It ll the property_ .- _ �__ r_ T bleed?-ument $.01-;:;l;92.ldn:,1%:;�lLrl:::::;:n�cIcn:;n;:H:°nt.M. an um In M Mu�buud om-M.

"C" i?   a»1q&£5�Th|e la in can-wet lo your I-equal! for u check of FBI lilea. -
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Highlander Yolk school. &#39; 1- &#39;
Myles Baton, Director ~
Ionteogle, Tennessee - _ .

- . __ IK..-,____.f_!A

instruction in iabo orgsnisstion, socisl economics, _
parliamentary procedure and the gonerll f�d of labor �  1
education. This school hss d Communist Isrti members
on its start as instructors, and has followed he practice -
or welcoming Communist Port; lenhers cs students, but to
I; knowledge, the school hss never ottorod courses of
instruction in communist notters nor has the co
element ever completely controlled the institution.� Qp

Another Governmental agency which conduts
intelligence investigations hss advised that Louis iranois -
Budonx, former editor of the "Daily worker,� on east 9.
coast oomunist newspsper which suspended puhliostion �-
January 13, 1958, and en admitted former orricisi
in the Communist Party, advised on Ioveuher 21, 1952, thst
the Highlander Folk school was prooomnunist. 9 -

On iprii 19, 19b9, Psui Grouch, a selt-admitted
rormer member or the Communist Partg: furnished to this
Bureau s signed statement in which described_§l1g1_ -"

Orton as I }e:_t_w1.ng_soois1is:_-n|ho.uee-siweye--c ose~to---
e Communist Party, According to this statement Horton&#39; _;_

umt�UIth�hfTicIo1s�hnd repreoentativos of the Communist �
Party to discuss policy and procedure during the period tron
1939 to 19h1; end, even though he showed some independence
in thought, Horton usually followed the Communist Psrty lino,
The statement continues that in 19hl Horton could have _
been described as s close sympathizer snd follower of the
Communist rarty line; and thst his wits, Zylphia gorton, , s
was oven closer to the Party than her husband, According
to Grouch&#39;s statement, when he last sou Zylphis Horton --~-f
in 19h1 she was seriously considering Joining the Oounist
Forty. :- _&#39; " - -

.»~&#39;

ised

j H11.�
the Communist PartyBaton cioeelx followed sud

.54
at� -2.
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Highlander Polk 8611001 &#39;
Myles Horton, Director
Honteaglo, Tonnciioo � _ _ 7. . _. _

litioal oconomio, and oooial doctrines and &#39;
line in po , _ .associated with known Communist Part; namhora. In tho

n t a nonhor of thoopinion or tho informant, Horton was o
Communist Party. i -   -- s ,_ A _

Q7011

with

i u For your additional information please be r _
- L o_ 4.. ...-saoa-A In &#39;

advised that liyloa Horton roferroo to iu�ii Filo:-as-woo .-
publio session before the Jenner Committee on llorch 20.
19514. Ion maydosire to consult records or this Gommittoo
for additional into:-nation concerning tho subject oi� your
inquiry. The Highlander Folk School has �boon the subject
or considerable newspaper publicity in tho Stato of
tennoesec, particularly, in the Chattanooga, Tonnessoo
Ir=a- �1-7511-193! H_ _l _pp _ip
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Enclosed for Bureau files is one autostat /0
copy each of four news articles concerning the K
Highlander Folk School. �

These news items result from a hearing brought
against the school by State authorities seeking to =
revoke the charter of the school}
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j Enclosed tor Bureau tiles is one
autostat copy of news article in Chattanooga
Times, Chattanooga, Tennessee, issue of 1/12/60
concerning the Highlander Folk School. s

This item relates to the pending case
brought by state authorities seeking to revoke
the charter oi the school.
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SUBJECT! ALL INFORMATION coN1�-sin
°°=K1 �  - HEREIN IS NCLASSIFIED .-

he are-e4 - -- - M s,DATE.~&#39;?|»1RB?Ple BY spslmslc�,P  JrL�, er; 5/ Q7.

- The Louisville Tme sville, Kentucky, a news-_
5:52�,zigzags%Pss§*;;*;§@s.:.ss%°/E3� ::;:::°,: =*°s.r a L _, gen s n -
organization here,� night be called upon to raise funds to
c§¥¥§�IIt1gation, in which the charter of the HIGHLANER FOLK
SCHOOL was revoked, to the Supreme Ceqrt. The story reported
that the school&#39;s charter was revoked by s Tennessee Circuit
Court on 2/15/60. _ £?f ; V

&#39;/srsrnnnnss r-01.1: scaoox. *
IS - c . .

lies soncasésu&#39;rrrsnssnc��-Ta identifiedin the story
but known 1=<= be 8 !;:iete_r,._directcr,-producer at..HHA8_._- --Badi9__
and HHAS-- TV, Louisville stations, who has received awards
for �public service" programs! was identified as temporary f
:hairmsn of the newly-formed group. The group was said�t6&#39;�
consist of 58 Negro and white civic and educational leaders.

fhe story did not directly state but implied that
Miss ALICE1COBB, �a religious educator, former Kentucky school
teacher and social worker,� who stopped in Louisville on
Z/19/60, �on her way to clear her things off the premises�
of the school, was instrumental in formation of the Louis- &#39;
ville group. _ �1:jL;,»»&#39; _ �

According to the story, �Miss COBB told a story of
months of harassment of the school and its staff, leading up
to the court&#39;s contention that HIGHLANDER violates_Tennessee&#39;s
segregation laws as they apply to private schools.� She
reportedly said, "Southerner&#39;s main objection to the school
is its workshops teaching uneducated Negroes and white persons
how to pass literacy requirements for voting.� _- .-H �g _ �

&#39; - _ .. . .

Miss COBB was further identified as a former com-
munity-organization consultant for the Kentucky State Child ¬5t
Welfare Departgent fer three years, under former Governor -
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Enclosed for

copy of the following
Bureau files are one each autostatic

news articles concerning the Highlander
Folk School. These news items relate to the case brought by �
the State of Tennessee

charter of the school:

92 News article

Tennessee,
News article

Chattanoog
Editorial in

Editorial in

News article

News article
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a, Tennessee, 2/16/60
Chattanooga News-Free Press, 2/17/60
Chattanooga Times, 2/17/60
in Chattanooga News-Free Press, 2/20/60
in Knoxville News-Sentinel, 2/23/60
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Cecil Bruuu.-tter of Nashville.�
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I Gaul: an
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From its Red-tinged beginnlnp. High-

lander Folk School hear Honteegie,

Tenn. hu been e notorious. disgrace-
fol, leftvring. integnuonlst institution
-&#39; �zigbly questionable pnrpolee. But it

bu gone along imperturbebly, gggeleq
by e band ct ngtionelly-know: leitiing
quocke. , &#39;

- For I change, Highlander Folk School
Iiowleemstnbeinreeltmulal-e. �

Judge Cheater C. Chettin officially
ruled yeetenhy that the state charter
 LL12 e.-bee-1 be 11evoked,&#39;Lb..et �IQ gore;

of school lend given to Director Myles
Hv�rm revert to�the lchool, and that a

receiver be nppoLnted to dilpoee oi the
institution�: propertiel.

Judge Chnttin found Highlander
guifty of breaking the lute lawn
sgaiaut lnllnlenanco of I ncielly in-
ierv"-<i inntitution. He pointed out
Eta! the Won-en Court�: 1954 ruling
mtg" to kt.-rrk 6-1-I*92&#39;|�.Jl.o hr! pro-
TIF� H11! ill.!f.&#39;ll-l�� il fli�fe� i¬.h@li�-I
11.. d.c! not eruci Ln yrohibiung in-
tezra�on in private schools. Another

violation Involved dear

lender Ind mgnged In
oi �iii i&#39;il-561.1%. _i "name"--*
I117 bootiegging joint. The
Linn listed by the iudge In opero�on
at the I�ppoeedly non-pro�t school with
Ho:-Qua pro�ting in the form of the 70-
lcte land great. �Die judge also noted
there were no o�lclei document! Ital»-

lilhlng Horton�! lelary and that check-
writlngnedoneby�o�oaethhdin

-Iteppaihmr�ediermoqghthe
��iag lnvolvi�g integration iii? be
overturned. But it would be difficult to
get u-oamd the beenbooiiegging end Lhe
private-profit-counts involving rloletlou
of the non-pro�t charter.

lnlegriiionietl are claiming High-
lender ll being penecuted became oi� its
nciai mixing. But the integretioniste
in taking up for Highlander put them-
qlyee h the peculieripoemn of ye"
in; tint I-Iig�.:lu:;ier ebould he 1 1:1
nauwwnoumweuvwwwuqj-B, u
I&#39;ll for private poo�t beeeuu it �in-
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_ Heid in Washington�
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T92�A.§?FN&#39;3T �!L92f�ii:-1. I-vp-�
t!m1&#39;C1u-H. education director�
of Lhe Hzighhnd-er Folk School}
--=~&#39; ~"-*--- N12 .�n|:t.H.ut£on mu

uumpt to opente dnsplh Q�
court order shutting It down.

.121-5. cork summonx = 3:-go; n
cunrereace at Lhe Wuhlngton
Hotel to éenounce the ruling
�Monday� by Judge Cheater c.!
Chatun cloaing the 2T-you-old
QC"~J?. 1

Eh: paul-e� out mlmeogrlphedl;
1&#39;.» def Ln; Use ruling�

wu I �blow to Lhe peaceful end�
a-o-olLru|:i:t92&#39;e QHOY1: mode It
" _� : r&#39; -..�I. $611001 LO
Hbevn ruin�! integw-ntior. in Ln�
01&#39;-;"nL-�ow! �nlututlon "

&#39; " �o-.1-:*"} to 1::-ep �J:
of-rt" ~1w.�:": ti": dcciawn
u:p*=_�-1," the �ahemen

N" l""@<- told newsman the
;¢;.�. s rem"! u-LII meet Htllldly
a_&#39;".:&#39; loeedqy it in unspecified
pI3..-E Lo make plans for eon-
-.�."... » .¥& -<~i -quona! -prpgrun
92*&#39;-M1? 1:.:&#39;Ln;r legal lt�pl ll�!
n� &#39;_, -r

Jud� Cha�ln revoked �n
I!-:1.;;Z cJ:.a.vLer Tuesday -an
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B-"= &#39;  --- an ma

-~--- A-1 9&#39;4 Q:-had Iuuld
&#39;"*&#39; " &#39; &#39;-&#39; &#39;- -in n--r t.h-no

&#39;===*-&#39;"~-1:»:-===¥: ruauvn MI be-
; 1" &#39;.- &#39;-tr" U1� affair! of the
- » . _o. -1/&#39;_"&pI Eut me tn-
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 &#39; 9*" � ~: for the acme!
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A legi�adve committee. inveetl�ted mu-5
lender Folk School, neer Ionteegle, 10110112; I
Iecotnmendation in Jlnugry 1959 from Arilllgl
Attorney" General Bruce Bennett, who eeld
Highlander were ln hie dletrttt he would elcle it

Todey Hr. Bennett, who enme to Nashville I"&#39;_
year ego Lo consult with the eoznmitl-eta!-l$Iyil&#39;�*~
jomethlng must he lone to wunter ll] U3! Inll�r
iuj puhlleity Aricerteee his received in the iC�i!_
getton coat:-evmy. But whatever one my �tlnl
of Highlander-�u:d, no we have eteted, we dread;

and have not been pertlune 01 the
etmdn cloned tn e men-.-.men�al cane of pereecu�m
end political eel!-glorification thet dos �hnnu-_
lee damage lnithe eye! of I freedom-loving Iil�0I:|-

The General Aeeemblfe eommlttee, After I
$5,000 Inquiry Ln which Gov. Ellington lho�ed 1
�notable lack of enthultum. directed Diltrlct li-
torney Sloan of South Pitteburg to lnveetipte
the possibility of closing the school. Tye of the
Assembly�! bolt-known eltremlltl, pushing the
;..-obs, hinted of ezbvenion.

At no time in the trial of the cue, however.

he luhvereion been charged by the ltete. .lt_
one time, tr. fact, the charges were reduce-&#39;|._Q
eetling beer without e license and personal pin
�by Highlander�: director, Myles Horton. &#39;I_&#39;eet.t-.
many ehowed that some beer had tn feet been
sold end that Hr. �n:-too hed been deeded prop-
erty it the ecbool to return foreht1mbero!yeI..II&#39;
sfrvlce tn&#39;!tl".out eelery. Hr. Shun lteted It One
paint that the eehool�l policy of integration einoe
IP22 Md "not e thing in the world" to do It�:
the cue. "&#39;It Xe upmt�the tndtvidael if he went:
to eoetatiae rhh ee! 11;:-r-.1»-1*-I defend the lam".

Bu! the i?i�"§i-&#39;92.£G�"_�i5f.-Kr; and tt: @�--*"-=�
9-; r»-.. Ln feat. close-f Highlander. &#39;
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By �I. GIADY GAL-l..A192-"1&#39;
Judge Chester Q Cinttin b-

dey revoked the penerei erelfere
chute: of mat:-overlie} High-
hnder Folk School end ruled
thlt e �receiver will be ep-
petnted by Q! eourt Q wind up
the defende.nt�e e.tfein."

The Judith brie! wee ee-
ceived et tlmonl. Term, the

county eeel at G:-und% Cougig,
this morning� ll-oimd o&#39;c1 .

Judge Cluttin elm ruled void
I deed wbemby Kyla Horton.
founder end director of H1311-
luader, had been presented with
eome 10.ecree of eehooi lends

.  ,  .

,_ .-&#39;,_--»- ..
,- . -  ."--~ - . -. . we _ _r
&#39; 92&#39;92

IIYLIS HOITOK

invioletionofeeectiouofthe
Tennueoe Code thet providee:

�It lhl-11 he uniewtul toe en]
ecbool. academy, college, or oth-
er pl-ecee of In-min; to eliow
white end colored person: to
ettend the eeme  ende-
my. college, or other piecee d
leern.i.ng." - &#39;

In HI vi-�he. I50 i�ll�
Illlii I

�befenilent  Highlmder Folk
School] admit: thet it pneetlaee
tntegrltimi Ind Lint it ll I pri-
viie inlqtuiion. �Hut it h en

1

3 ?;"- .o - w- gin; .;;_ ¢

. i§w;ig?£*"&#39; -FR? I "�: *1
. f, ,&#39;4.Y�.¢"�_" 4. " �:2�.  V "&#39; -

#2 �*5 "-_=;.. &#39; �

"&#39;15.;-&#39;.&#39;! &#39; &#39; ,-"-&#39; --
,¢; Q.  :£1_ -

�$

&#39;. &#39;. _ -J� .

"&#39; 1 ~&#39; -92.*-4,�.. �-. "�92..,_ -
1 P R;-_,

-i . x
ATTL GlK.LHLllDAN

�ier lnliltl that the Mil
A.|ne1-lament or the Oomtiiutirm
at he United ltetee turbid:
mu I-cum beaed on nee.

"11: lupren-1e.Oourt held ll
folio-are In the Brown Cue: �We
eenehge Qet I; the QR!!! 0!
public education on the doctrine
glusepenu but equal ha no

oe.
�The it-letor  the State -at

t

hattanougn News-
ee Press _

°-16-60
hattanooga, Tenn.
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�HGHLAHQER
CHARTER VOID ?
  i�an�jred nip hp a!_

person: and mum of fact, and
unanm&#39;.itu:.LnonaI as la cl-hen-"

Judge  then ruled:

�it the aegregatlon hwl Q! the;
liate aa apphed to private,
Ithnnla are constitutional and�,
fall . . . &#39; &#39; it
 BT13 BAIL &#39; �

The court found that High-
lander Folk Schooi 92-ln;ar.ed the
criminal Ia�-Iva er the mu by;
pezmitttng the Bk of beer on
school properly. . - -

1 ; 1-". "&#39; I �. ..-.

+-

?

�The court ll of the oplnlonk

f&#39;I&#39;be court in at further opin-
lnn that :21: defendant: having
violated u criminal lawn 0!;
the state in that it has per-&#39;
mitt»! the aale of beer In be�
carried out upon lte property?
I92&#39;!?hn&#39;:" H }&#39;r92"mi£ er licenu, and
perm.-�.ung tntegre�on in it-l
Ithnnl, works 5 forfeilu:-Q 01- m�
charter, the defendant having
accepted lta charter with the

am:-w an &#39; &#39;01 u 1

� Judge Qmtm ruled:

C -IE1�! RIIYIGOYIOI
any of the provisions O! lhll
rharier shall lllbgect the cor-T

-_  ...u,&#39;.-&#39;-�A-.~

&#39;0
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. .r, _�.-:1� &#39; . Q31� . I

&#39;e
i�

.. 4 ,� ~_. -�. I, _ ._

a

W&#39;IO&#39;1&#39;l!lI4I..$I-QC
"11:: &#39;6&#39; 1,

�u>m.¢&#39;:,-1;;-ea q Q. Q.
{meme aeduwnu an the
eheclu, er ig-nated lnmeune

�ehaehe. He had need the defend-
yenn mnmey to ply HI loane-
thold eervum. -- �

[ �He reared a ta_m!1
defendant! property

,er,&#39;>e:1.-e --&#39; =
lei! and 1
were QM

92 �.Cl&#39;ldI. . , u
U "Harbn
nu hm y
I put every
-tn� OI UNI
er! gettmg it

�a hter late.
�that for the pa
has been receiving

alum! $9,000 annually.
}he wee unable to praduee any
�record ct dtnetora. or executive
council. having �l9d hll liar].

�/The lnfe-render ll th.at~h �lld
�-hi! Own eatery.
92 "Theme kn�; any pm-of that
rthe governing olttoere pt the
Idelmdant a-choc! have nu pm-
Lteeted any at the acts at Horton
[in the Illegal opera-Una 0! the
Jchool.

,_ - K _ =1 "The charter of tltadefendant
f,&#39;;::&#39;.ig?ct"&#39;;L?3::�::1?£§ "t H�! prcwidea: The general welfare

Jaarige Chattin Illa noted in� °f &#39;°d"-!- "91 1-Dd-"Tull!-I Irma�-
hie o;>..&#39;Jcm:

�The tour! in of the further
0,-i.&#39;.F;:. that tn the 92-iew qr the
�!1C;"].&#39;t of the jury to the ef-
fe� that M]-&#39;Iz~s B"-ten. p7fI§-
dent of the defendant em-porr
tmon. ha been oprratmg mil
lei."-:1 for his own pe.-aomd
gain in tech a ml;-Jae of de-
Ie.-.1.-:1": ctzartcr as v~":r�._e far-
feiturg 0! ae..me."

The judge eke eteted in his
e;,:-..»:-.: �

_�"I�.&#39;:e s!
.,_,.,_.,.n..&#39; L�,  .
|$;n1a*: Uta In-.92.~|-=0-_und
2.-":1 :2� r.*:.;I-... 2. ve
|. - &#39; Y. by Lb
Ir-1~;i:_*.t. i-I aieader

§$;t.»n2 1"e:.t handievl all the
;u....&#39;.1_. oi we e=&L:ouL That al-
�Ltee-.1;.1 Km I-ay Junta urea
[U22 :_�1t:&#39;!�.i1*j&#39; |&#39;:4. tnaeurtr M
L20 Ut�.&#39;:t.Z_ em did not write
the eheckl er handle the O-
nrxce: cf the lchool.

I .-1

ii the abjectiva fer which thii
charter ll granted. and the
member: are not ltnchholderl
lnthelegalleneeottha term.
1111 no dwidezde or pro�t: Ihall
be divided  there.� Judge
ChettLn�a mi emu].

The $165!. W30 R116� It
I-�Incheetrr, ga} the defendant
3" Cay; In IE. In lpp�l. _

Hr. Horton could Bil he
ruched by telephone.

Dtlt. Atty. Gen. A. I�. Ilnan,-
th Pittfburr. 192m1Za_ ll mtl_._.77~-. __-___ _ ___.

1I�blnblI&#39;lla9292IT.92l�II&#39;lhUlO_

-

hiked I&#39;ll}! Q. R. B I1.or Morebcuae nu em�
i .
V

-e - ..__ .___¢ ,. o..._ v

_
dtov-|&#39;l.nd.

eountnt

-..-..=.."";L��"&#39; "&#39;
acne�!

III"!!! Hllhlandaz POIR lid
lle no aaeilled by C. P. Iw�-|
fr:-e. uaumu emu-|e:&#39;amn-mg�
aim-rel. Dayton. Tenn.
lull! Billy. Smith -P1
um any. lam rm nmmn,

Ilin�l P_V�-t�u�. -__,;b.;___ ,..
,4"¬J&#39;- bad�! lrlnitlt &#39;

!92!�Q_h.92.-�!!1e !&#39;l
W  .f!

Atty. lely;-�
time tn -Inner. 1&#39;
in any nwuw-nlng the
d Judge�Chat�.|5:�_..- _ _ _

"15�dr the etate _Ie ;l&#39;ee�l that
-7�-�die Chaltm&#39;l dedainn II-l_
entirely ton-ect �baled 1110!: the
uncorntroverled evidence h� the
record and the Plvvbiml d law
l�pllrrable thereto.-

�-Iudge Gama�: upmién 5
V 2 r 7 there-ugh and �iii! . ii;
aoned and ahowa that he ban
9""! Ilven regard 1; 111;
them-lee and lneietenuea of both
the rehtnr  the sum um the
defendant �-lighjggdgr f 1;lchool!. t 0
_ FEEL BULING T0 STAND

"WI feel an-ure-d that in
HIM recourse to the Ippgllgtg
nourta i had. Judge £11113�-I
decllion will be auatalned on �n
de�live points.� Atty. Kelly
aid. . _  - .;._. -:5

_The_J92lI.qr.&#39;lrtzd 9|-5; in
huhv�le reponed-that-Atty.
BI&#39;I-I1-lllulf, �lt�rgq fur
lenderlhzlk SL1-001, med. mgxmmm: q r -.. - &#39; _

"rho daemon eru not mp.
gether unexpected ainee in guy-
"°&#39;""l all the juror: and pyg-
Pll 111 the community, u 9,;
"CON! ahows, thry all eeld thgt
"Hy 616 not believe m and
many aatd It Wan apum guy-
Blltion for whiten and M
to lit in the lame c!a.en~ue_;;_
� "4-1&#39;! Other eamment might
5.QJmPmper linee the malter 1|
zizzutlliéldlnl before a duly Q.

¢°lU&#39;L" Ht N .attorney and, &#39;
ML HOI1-0!! laid mu hjgg
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UBJECTZ HIGH].-ANDER POLK  � � &#39;
I!Om~m.G1.E . .J_l�EHNE$SEE....
INFORMATION concnmmro .. -      -  S

_ �.d_ . . _ _ _ _

Enclosed for Bureau tiles are autostat copies oi S
newspaper articles relating to the suit tiled by the State
of Tennessee against the Highlander Iolk School seeking to
revoke the school&#39;s charter. -A decree was previously haneee
down by State Court-revoking the school&#39;s charter.

The enclosed autostat news articles are described ,
as follows: � &#39; - &#39; S �

. . 1 .
-Y .

"Highlander School Asks ACLU To Help" - Knoxville.--
News Sentinel, Knoxville, Tennessee, 2/24/60;

"Judicial Decree Hits Highlander" - Chattanooga
Times, Chattanooga, Tennessee, 2/26/60;

Sentinel, 2/23/60; S . .-&#39;

- "Highlander Decree Filed" - Chattanooga News Free-
_ PIGBB, 2/25/60; -Q f&#39; 3 - . V

"Reds&#39; Victory Design Noted" - Clnattanoogal News  _
Dress, 2/&#39;25/�SD. &#39;  U
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Mr J Edgar Hoover
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Hoover:

May I have a copy of your pamplet "Communist
Target - Youth"?

training camp in Monteagle, Tennesse
know w - ---i ., ; 0- 1- - :00 9

- ; 0- : 1 ul 0 ee

I am sending you a pamplet about a communist

open and going strong.

l Yours truly,
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NOTE on YELLOW: �
q � �. *- - -: -� "�"&#39; R�  &#39; V-"

Correseondent requests a copy of the Director&#39;s ~
report entitled Communist Target - Youth." Correspondent
refers to a "counist training camp in Monteagle, -
Tennessee." She asks, �I would like to know what is_being
done about it?�_ &#39; -. ~i"<L I ; _

Uorrespondent enclosed a pamphlet published by
the Georgia Commission on Education which charges that
I-&#39;L92.q �II-I�-92~1 -.4!--. &#39;l5_92I_ l&#39;92_92.__&#39;I .l_ _ _________.a_4_ 1____.l__.n__ _. . _92. _
mu: l&#39;u.guJ.iuuc:1&#39; FOLK DOHOOJ. ll B COII�lIllLl�1BU lir�lfilflg 800001-

:

The Highlander Folk School has been the subject
of numerous allegations that it is a communist school and.
the headquarters of communism in eastern Tennessee due

primarily to its interracial character. These allegations
have never been substantiated. The Bureau has not inves-

tigated this organization. �1-T511!
_. - -  . ___

Bufiles contain no id concerr
the correspondent. � _ ,_ _
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Mr. J. Edger Hoover

InvestigationFederal Bureau of

washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Hoover:

e hlander

_ 157°�
Not far from here there is a place

Folk School I was told the F. B. I. watches

that place rather carefully and that is what prompted me to
-_iLc this letter.

in a government gob

want to jeopardize my

list.

I nope you will take this into consideration, thank you. f,i*f&#39;

/ »,

i W�
I am thinking about workinl

and I do not

by getting my name on any subversive

Sincerely yours,

__/J
  7°
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7 I have receiveé your letter dated �:5? �
November I4 1960, and your interest in communicating
with me is indeed appreciated.i¢,;,4=e;H- u¢,a§;;;1,;

�_. . _~&#39;V &#39;_ , &#39; |_ _ &#39;__ �.,

&#39; &#39; Your letter is being made I matter of v?E%5
record by this Bureau; however, for your information,
the FBI is strictly an investigative agency of the_-
Federal Government and, as suc , does not issue _
clearances OI nonclearancea.;q5;gf;£»§,3;§§;§§T$�§i?r_7 I . . &#39; _ &#39;- " �»-  &#39; &#39; 5- �   =_ Q�  "-...* -:-35 _&#39;-�___,<.

i " I am enclosingesome material on the topic -
of communism which may of interest to_you.~¢ sq;-;
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_ 1- -e The Highlander Folk School has been the &#39;
subject of numerous allegations that&#39;it is�a communist
school and the headquarters of communism in eastern
Tennessee, due primarily to its interracial character.

~ These allegations have not been substantiated. The h_.
Bureau has not investigated this organization.-�f;o";.
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1&#39;11�. J . Edgar Hoover -
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D. C. &#39;

Dear Sir:

= »" Please inform me immediatel as to uh th

92, _ 0 Monteagle, Tennessee , has been listed as a
e Communistic "Front".

Yours very trujg,
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&#39; � Your letter at ..

received. _ " 5  - e - A s �*2

. _ � Although I would like to be of service, in carrying
out its investigative responsibilities, the FBI does not make
evaluations or draw conclusions as to the character or integrity
of any organization, individual or publication. I hope that you
will not infer in this connection either that we do or that �we do .
nOt have data in our files raln�ncr tn the nnhi or nf u�_ _ _-_. _.. -_. ._.-_ -..._._...,, ... ..... -....,e.... ... ,

&#39; - = -, I _: 1. - _&#39; i. �J

&#39; &#39;* Ii you desire a list of the organizations which have "
been designated by the Attorney General as coming within the &#39;
scope of Executive Order 10450, your request should be submitted
to the Subversive Organizations Section, Internal Security Division,
United States Department of Justice, Washington 25, D. C.
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, And Dr. King

Ii

involved in the past. in several�

...-..  92..

l Join Forces
e ~ /

AtlentalséutliernLesoérsiii _ ajisrsiisé 1-ss ed
by the Rev. Martin Luthe l mg

_.;_ _.__-_, ,.&#39;it._.._.. .. , -&#39;-*--�-"""92 _ .

�gr.-yand Tennessee&#39;s co rover-
$2?� Highlander Folk School have

joined forces to train Negro 1ead~

ers for the Southern civil rights

-struggle. _
James R. Wood, SCLC adminis-

ta-ative assistant, said in Atlanta

Thursday that 11 Negro leaders

have already completed a one-
week course of instruction at the
school and another 15 will attend
a second course in two weeks.

He said the �rst 11 participants
were Negroes from Savannah and
Montgomery, Ala. None was from
Atlanta, he said.

O 8 O

THE SECOND class will be i
composed of students from Ten-
nessee and Kentucky, he said.

Mr. Hunt said the course was
designed primarily to instruct N-e- .
gro leaders from smaller towns.
who will then return home and
teach local Negroes. �

"They&#39;re being trained to be}
-leaders and teachers," he said. �l
"They are learning to teach sim-
ple reading. writing, civics, poli-
tics. economics and leadership to}
less educated Negroes." l

He said the course also included
�instruction in the elementary phil-
osophy of nonviolence, social pro-i
test and "what prejudice is and 92
how segregation works." 1 -

O O I

MR. HUNT emphasized that Dr. �i
King&#39;s organization hopes the pro
gram "will quickly outgrow its
beginnings" and will eventually
be set up on on area-to-ares
basis. i�

The Highlander Folk School,
located deep in Tennessee&#39;s Cum-.
berland Mountains between Qmtq
&#39;_-~.:.-ugei and NZ-lSl&#39;lVl.u8. I185 b��ll

political controversies. l-

It has been stanchly delended�
by Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelti
among others, but. in 1960. a Ten-
nessee state court revoked its�

charter after a legislative inves-i
,..tigal-ion-charged thgtjwenunists

i
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"We �nd so mson - ,
Bll�rate  any grganiii�oiot�ii �
ll interested in the devel 1
°f M1 °"-i@¢11=11ip for
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conducted itself in B mam; i
which 1&#39;3 mg American N, . ,
otitc." Pam�

Mr. Wood ma oi - �
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vein B Dwzranz designed go de_�

P 10°31 N98" leadership. The
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responderice institute" to be cm L
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*1� Highlander Plan Designed To Help Negro Pa
By LEON DANIEL i

ll-1l�l~ Monteagle  UPI! � Highlander
:on- Folk School, a liberal outpost in
the the rolling Southeast Tennessee

hill country, is quietly at work on
-�basis project designed to make the
td!so".1ii�.ern Negros voice heard at

1: e the polls. -
con-l Highlander is training volunteer
Bcltjieachers, who return  their

�&#39;<-Kill SO;lth?I&#39;�t;!Ol&#39;?II1U;l1lt}?�tln% setdu�&#39;~sc.oos eac erae a u
{iris-=Ne;:ro&s to read and write well

&#39; &#39; _ ->3 l�eracy tests tori- 8-E�voting. M�
The school has traveled a rocky

�.0-ad since it was founded in 1932
"ams by 1�-1>�l_es_ _Horion. .a _92_1_eLir§_Q!_§1=--
gan, van na_13_ in segregation-urninded

W&#39;e§F:I�ennesaee.
torerl The racially-mixed school�: char-
ocns�tc:- was revoked for violating the

,;�&#39;:;.Lr&#39;: sagugation laws following
;-�la-.35 �ride? publicized investigation
&#39;- - _ .. _&#39; .. &#39;T�ci|r&#39;i92iD>I_&#39; &#39;3 legislature.
ioon:Bu�. the school was permitted to
Yir-at -m.f&#39;.r"-tie operations pending ap-

� &#39; � " &#39; > ~ -..�. <-§:1r".orderllft-

&#39;i:.; Lie |:ll&l�T.E:I�.

�coast of South Carolina. Most oil

Horton said he is prepared to�
appeal the case all the way to the
U.S. Supreme Cour-L But right
now he is giving less thought to
Highlander�; legal problems than
he is to what he calls his �citizen-
ship schools!�.

In explaining how the plan
works, Horton likes to talk about
Johns Island. s, rural area of! the

the people there are Negroes and
very few oi� them, according to
Horton, are literate.

"We opened a school in a com-
munity there in 1956," he said.
�There were 208 Negroes and ol
these about 30 voted. Now more
than 700 are registered and almost
all of them vote." -

He said that as more Negroes
began voting on Johns Island
roads were built and public
schools were improved.

"None of this has been done for
the Negroes by the local Whites,�
Horton said. �With the impetus
and support of the school, taught

-:44",

ss Voting Test
have done it themselves." -

The teachers for the schools get
their training at intensive work-1
shop; st Highlander. Horton said;
he has found that learning is ac-�
celerated "when the motivation is
first class citizenship. &#39; 1

�The mechanics of the program
were worked out by Mrs. Septima
Cllrk. our educational director,"
ho said. �I have been etperimenb
lug with the plan for years but.
she worked out the teaching de-
ts.ils."_ &#39;

Highlander is �nanced by con-,
tributlons Irom throughout the�
United states. Among the .more
�prominent backers or the school
�are Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt and
Dr. Reinhold Niebuhr, well-known
theologian. i

Horton said he lounded the
school "bo teach the theory of de-
mocracy end brotherhood,� and
the school�; purpose hes remained

A congressional committee, as
.well as the Tennessee legislature,

by _loc_a_l*v_olunteer teachers,__they

charges of communism levelie
against Highlander.
_Ho1-ton himself has been calls

I. "Communist." He said our
Democrat and a, Presbyterian �bx
I&#39;m certainly not 1. Communist.�

He puts it this way: �It I we:
a Communist. I can assure yo
there would he s lot more Con
munists in Tennessee than the:
 now. Z.  Tin that good a
educator." .- .

Freezal�e Dressing
For Salad Developed
Albany, Cal. -- Frozen lair

dressing is s. new development l
scientists or the United States D
partment of Agriculture, A dres
ing made or sar�ower oil, was
rice �our, sud fresh egg yolks h

enheit. The scientists now ho

�was once directed to smoke out
to give the product stabiliiy
lzero. &#39;

the some down through the ![el.1-�B. proved stable at 10 degrees Fal:
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L /r;92&#39;;r/ �Dear  ..    i
� = � ~ <_ _-; ;i_have received your letter dited _*$? "*" .-~ 5

hnrch 3, 1961 with its enclosure, and tne gm r
interest which prompted your communicating with g_.i .
me is appreciated. c -<~~ = "~ e*¢,; .f=&#39;i.~="

.7 - . . V ._ . » . 1.. �#7 1 L� .4 .4-,; ad�; �
. r�A � &#39; Ihile 1 uould like to be of assistance, �

the jurisdiction and responsibilities of the FBI,-
strictly an investigative agency of the Federal
Government, do not_extend to furnishing eva1uationsA_
or comments concerning the character or integrity ��
of any individual, organization or publication. I ,
an sure you will understand the necessity for this
policy and will not infer that we do or do not have �
in our files the information_you desire.+_- � »>,, n

.~ _ . |.- . . _ ., ...-~ ~_ � � _ .. K  If _ -r � -�W*&#39; .-
_ - 4

. . In view of your interest in the internal
security of the United States, I an enclosing some -
literature which you may like to read. 3 _&#39; __

�V _ . _ A &#39;-� _ .-�,1 _ __ t

r._�&§§7nf�&#39;1 » _ Sincerely yours, j ~ w

A nAR1F>195�  ;. 2    so *  ¢;e~3�
t -ml-F392 =% - -,,_ ._ o - -   . ¢_. ¢r_--  ..

°°�  7  .;=.~ . -*;~~." John Edgar Hoover  " � _"c»~*=-*
.    t .F&#39;i=�==W



,_ I 92

.|.-�,__ F
I� "- &#39;~.- -."| .92
.�. :1-___,.... ,- - _..

. � � -- " .
,_.f,-=. t _§_,_;-&#39;1-__r-,-.1.-s�;  .H  &#39;___ -, -_ ._._ .,_.- ..~->. ;, ,.�_.�- ; 92&#39;-92- ;-"_ {I
"-11- 7&#39;1�-&#39; "".�,-1:"F¢"&#39;Hy" <. .- -c .1--&#39;-_

resets»;
,-&#39;-,:�.»_�_~�__. : _ 1�. ..&#39;».
5=&#39;!e?�»&#39;1&#39;"-.-;r.:fii
�I-*&#39; -.-rs-&#39;4r.=
*�.--e=-1-;~1=.-�¢-.g�- ,..-==

�-.5.-1�;

¥§3¬Q§§,."- .&#39;¢-_  .__. -. to-._. "&#39; ,4 �&#39;
-.:~:__-;--"_:- ._ ~, _,._�  _ J
&#39;1;-= - . ~
-P,-&#39; . .-".__n_§_

-. _: z.-
_"--&#39;�-. ,_ . .

*�e~a§h?
E�*�-"�-~.-:�s&#39;;*-
E?�-J if I-�g�""&#39;,-�*- .5&#39;- 1*,"

-~;&#39; L, :.&#39;.� �ff
»  - 1:

a< vi
!§Q5£E_*
w. ,.

�L4-

,5 /-_

YQQ

:.~.. &#39;1

Qli�-�-T .~�&#39;~�.Q§

If�; _ V _ - .:_;V__

QT

r.~ 1-.�

_: &#39;1&#39;
&#39;13:. "&#39;
F 1?�

;;s~ns
J 92I�?

- A-&#39; 7
_§J

;_;3~.- ..,
r--*4

._-..-.- . � , ..._.
s*-.- ; . ,-w�<-:>=&#39;f,-_ 11;. at-~r,~;&#39;t~_s
&#39;92&#39;-I -"-- 1; &#39;. &#39;4;

.-:_;;-=;,_~__.
92 -.-|.,&#39;92_1.1 =&#39;-Gm

- zr 1 ,T �- � .&#39;
. . c F .
_ &#39; .- " J� _  92_  ,,_ - I-. �,_.;,._»_;-__h_.4.�,-___1__�;-_? __.,¢-,_._- . ;. :,_ __ _.__r_ - . |_. , 2 . � r � .

.- &#39;- �Y . - ..~   -&#39;  .&#39;.""-L7.! -;.-&#39;.=-&#39;..-"."Z".;.=:&#39; I  �-."&#39;;.-, mm-�;�.1&#39;�..&#39;T  .= -   2  . = ;1 .:- i ~.- - "&#39;  .&#39; -&#39; - .=  ;-,&#39;,&#39;~.&#39; a  1. ~- .:.~:,       - .» -&#39;.&#39;.1; �--. -&#39; *- - | .. - - .- I-.--:.92.~ , �.- - _ _ -I ;_v,- .. , .-&#39;- ,_. .,.__,; _ .- _.N� . v . . . l� !
= ..&#39;"1. ""1¢: .1 = . - -"m.J-*_" . *&#39;r_*. v-w£1:;r&#39;~"&#39;"~%�*1� F-&#39;i-L-=92"�Z=}&#39;-.11 » = --- i. e

_ A .� " &#39;-Z� s . &#39; ,""92 &#39; _. .- .&#39;> _ " � -_" -. -"~ &#39; .&#39; 1&#39;--"-5-"1&#39;,-._.~92." 5.�-~.�: ;.17&#39;:- Y .* .. 92 :l.�".&#39;-<�- " F4"-.".;.&#39;7_&#39;= S�.,&#39;?5&#39;:"».&#39;,&#39;:-�-T~-� 17-":  I� &#39; �iv-r=�.--&#39;*" "&#39; 4�  92< &#39;:- 92.� .;=_=&#39; .|._..~_,.";___;,¢....a.q,a..�- -  * &#39; � &#39; �  � &#39;   " &#39; � * � " � � -&#39; -.�.!_-1 , .
b , 9 � Q, 1-�--1 .- , _t n¢._,._-..Lr_£&#39;_

&A~ .

~ V :
f� � . _

n - ~&#39;.�f_f 4 Q 92i"92 I

_ _.� ~_ .. -� ,9a Q  -- &#39;" &#39; :1. r
- &#39;_ --v ./~ -..; _~-|- -1¢I~ rs up 92 In

� _ V A "
- l  - 1. r .. 7� 4 ._

�QIE_QH_!ELLQEi "- &#39;" I-�"e~ � ii� 4 S
-,. .;,» ~.  - V l; 1,» - _. .._1, . ,_ _;� .,. a _ _ �J., &#39;1 &#39; 5".� -

- Ihere are no identifiable references-to ;-._ ,

correspondent. g� &#39; __W j "p g =1f -
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Correspondent uites apparently in self-justi-r
fication concerning her views on intdrgration expressing
a segregationist�s viewpoint ihile stating she is-aat,, ,h
a segregationist. She asks whether integration is " *�
promote by "communism" and then in her etter announces
that she does not oppose intergration but opposes - ;.- -
communism. She enc oses a clipping from a newspaper**"&#39;e
concerning the Highlander Folk School which is described?
as teaching volunteer teachers so that th�y may return
to their community and in turn teach the egro people
to read and write sufficiently well so that they can~a."
pass-literacy tests te vete. The newspaper article "
stated the School&#39;s charter was revoked ¥or violating
the state segngmion laws. The case is reported to be
presently under appeal. Correspondent as s whether _ _;
schoolslf this type are training Negroes to be &#39;
communists and expresses the opinion that this schooiis
"leader and other ones have been investigated and broughtI �I to trial for Communism.� She wonders who is intervening J
in favor of the School&#39;s leader.;;i y? __?H_i;] it� __

&#39; &#39; an adduln &#39;iii S S
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to correspondent
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