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LO Pryor Street, S. W,

one J. Howard deGrath ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

Fachingion, . C. HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIZD
Dear Mr. McGraths DATE 2/ / BY g-o'u

As a member of the Executive Council of the Highlander
Folk School, I was pleased to know from Myles Horton, the
director, that a number of people had written to you concerning
the recent visit to the School of FBI agents,

1% is very disturbing that when the FBI wvlsits the achool
the question of Negro attendance there seems to be a contribute
ing factor in confusing the School with Communism, This is very
dangerous, as I am sure you will agree.

In fact this whole manifestation of confusion in the minds
of reactionary people between unions, Negroes and Communists
comes up often enough to deserve thought and care - and some
basic instruction to FBI investigators, especizlly those who are
southern and have deep prejudices -~ against Negroes, and often
against CIO union peoples

I have been on the Highlander Council for some twelve
years and have known the School for a longer time, I rarely
miss a meeting. Also I have taught in the School almost every
season and have spent days there. So I can testify from personal
knowledge that the School i= a sound, healthy institution,
doirg a good job in helping train union leaders (AFofL &s well
as CIO).

If high character, devotion to the workers! cause, and
belief that union members will be better leaders and citizens
for having had some "workers' education™ spells Communism, it
can only do so with very lgnoramt and prejudiced persons,

Even though a8 sever case of flu prevented my writing nearer
the time of the incident that caused the letters, I am writing now
23 I am sure you will want to lnow what reactions followed the
FBI visit to Highlander,. >
- -t
s Cordially yours,

/e/ Lucy Re-Wason
mcws\ﬂ“
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Ifr, Peyton Ford
Deputy Attorney General . March 23, 1951
Director, FBI | CONFIPENTIAE—
Cy1eaLANDER FOLK SCROOL . = = -~ o™ 7 orb e T
INFOTUATION COECERNING - Tt A SR

Pursuant to your request, the attasched
letter dated XMayoh 20, 1951, addiressed teo Congressnan
Adam Clayto well, Jr., and prepared for your .
signature, hds been reviewed. . ,
This will advise that we have no objfections
or changes to make $r connectfon with your reply to
Congressman Povell tn its present form. I an, therefore,
returning the letter together uith your other attachnrents.
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Honorzble Adam Clayton Powell, Jr.- ,
House of Representatives
Washingt.on, D. C. .

My dear ‘fr. Congressman.

This will refer to your transmittal memorandum of Feb— e

d=l0y =] /=3 S tao «ld

a commurucatzon, with enclosures, from Mr. ¥yles Horton, Dir-_
ector of the H:Lghlcﬁrder Folk School, Lonteagle, 'I‘ennessee...

ruzry 20, 1951, addressed to the Attorney General, forwarding Lo A

This. material is very similur to material that was pre-
viously forwarded to the Department by lr. Horton, at wvhich
tinme the Director of the Federal Burzau of Investigation ad-
vised that he had checked into the allegation made by Kr. Horton,
and he wished to assure the Department that the Bureau had never -
investigated the Highlander Folk School, any representative of

the school, or any other individual on the ground that the e

Highlander Fold School or the individual participated in inter-
racial educational activities nor have the Burcau Agents in-
cuired relative to the interracial aspects of that school.

It is noted that lMr, Horton, in his letter dated Feb-
ruary, 1951, addressed to "Dear Friend", makes a new allega-
tion in the following words: ™hat st.rategy prompted the FBI
Agents to watch the school by night . . ."

Thé{%ederal Bureau of Investigation, through its Knoxville
of fice, made a most careful check concerning this allegation that
a physical surveillance or "watch" was conducted on the Highlander
Toliz School at night by Special Agents of the Federal Bureau of -
Tavestigation. The Special Agent in Charge of the Knoxville of-
fice has assured the Director that no surveillance or "watch" has
been conducted either at or in the vicinity of the Highlander
Folk School. -

Yours sincerely,

Feyton Ford
Deputy Attorney General lf

LS -
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Reference i made to the materiol whioh you = -
ed fron Congreaeran Adan Clayton Povell, Jre, of "

% recefved g
ine 22nd Congressional District, New Jork, relating to .

.« 7 the captioned matter ond which you tronsnitted to this
Burcau on March 9, 1951, ¥e have node appropricte
photostatie contes of this noterial cnd are returning
th.e origtnalsyherewith to gou, [’ S BRI,
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very sintlar to that
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) 'Oﬁw Memorandum - vNiTeD STATES GOVERNMENT

[

TO t The Director

: 1 ) ~ DATE: I‘ebrmry 23 }9!

i FROM : p. N, Ladd

SURJRCT: “AIGELAKDER FOLE SCHOOL pl| INFORMATION CONTAINED ==

THTERMAL SECORITY = © EREINISUNCLASSIFIED . =

f RTES e
£t BYSPE Araiod
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PURPOSE gy

g gy
To anawer your Inquiries raised by my memorandum————
of February 21, and to submit for your approval replies to
eyton Ford of the Department.

Mr. Roger Baldwin and yr. P

DETAILS
Scope of the Investigation of the Highlander Folk School

In order to clarify Jusit what itnvestigation the
Enoxrpille Office has conducted cnncernxna the nghlggt_!gr Folk

School either dlréggli-or incidental to developzng Jull snfor-
mation on the activities of various individuals, I wish to

advise you as follows:

Under date of October 6, 1939, the Knozvilile Office
Jurnished the Bureau the first reporied information concerning
the Highlander Folk School. The first report reflecting
investigation was submitted under date of April 10, 1941.
This repori set forith the information on the higtgru of the
school and the people connected with it. The letter and the
-report reflected that the itnvestigation wes instituted only
after numerous allegations were received regording Communist
. activity at the school. No active investigation has bgen
rade of the school since the closing report dated July 4,
1943, The file fails ip reflect any pertinent inforratton
received since that date regarding any recognizable Communist
,Party activity on"the part of the achoel itself; however,

allegations of Communisi Party sympathy or activiiy have ¥

EasaST gy sUTIIS e W g =ity - W

been received concerning peraona who were or had been
connected with the school. These investigations were directsd
solely toward the individuals and not the Highlander Folk
School., Some eramples of these investigaiions are 0llows;
Willigm Walter Remingion, Perjury: .
Atomic Energy Act - Applicant;

. of Government Emplopyess; Security
Y,
feq- H Loyalty of Gouvernment E‘mﬁloieea;
N Security Maiter - (C; Loy
(
RECORDER . 75 b [EP
w v |- L=t/

Attachments u 8
fin ' ¢ S q,\\ﬁ . 2iAPR 7 195¢
~fff‘lIIIﬂII':kmb , v .

Ao WP g :

.

P S v U

T " A R S

!
T

__________



N
(\

of Government Ehployees, and

?
5

er or the Agents interviewin
him regarding the Highlande 0lk School.

A5 indicated In TRE jour-page
Mched to my memorandum of February 21,
1851, the Highlander Folk Scheol is not o school in the
normal gsense but merely has short session labor anj 80 ial‘

study clasaea usually of agtwo wgegks' durationyd
7 ad Ui . DO va o ool

”“’””“‘ljﬁ?haug 55 s¥ated abov? no investigation has been

nade of the Highlander Folk School since July 4, 1943, the

!Kho:ullle 0ffice made an effort 1o develop
g conJyiaencial

Due to the volume of applicant cases ¥n the Enox-
ville Office, particularly Atomic Energy Act - Applicant

cases, people living at Monteagle, Tennessee, have been
coniacted; however, the Agents working in that area are
aware of the general nature of the Hzghlander Folk School
and the Agents have advised that no inquiries have been made
concerning the interracial character of the school. &4AC
Robey has advised that he has personally coniacted all of
the Agents in the Xnoxville Office who had worked in MNont~
eagle and vicinity in the past year and all have categorically
denied that they have discussed the interracial character of
)the sachool with anyone and that they have exerted utmost

caution o npenent nnynnp from gn-rnfng the imppcqpinn thnt

BN 1 12 o st <. S
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Answer to Your Inquiries Raised in My Memorandum
of February 21, 1951, Which is Attached.

l1. Why was Horton carried on the Knozville Ke
Figure List and why was the case closed out? '

In June, 1940, Myles Horton, Director of the
Highlander Folk School, was reported as taking an active
part in or attending meetings held by the various Comnunist
Party units in Chattanooga, Tennessee, and vicinity and
that he formulaizd the policies and directed the activities

of all the local units, as well as the entd up o
units. his information was furnished b# .
goeron ention card was recommendsd and

L.

approved on Uyles Horton. He was later listed as a Key
Figure by the Enoxville Office. Investigation conducted

oS Horton between 1942 and 1944 failed to substantiate the
eriginal allagation that Horton was engaged in Communist
activity; therefore, by closing report dated January 25,
1544, the Xnorville Office removed Horton fronm the Knozxville
dey Figure List and the Security Indexr Card on Hortorn was
cancelled by letter daited January 7, 1946.

2. You instructed that the Knoxville Office be
advised to make no further coniact with the Highlander Folk
School on any matter.

Pursuant to your instructions the Bureau on _
February 22, 1951, telephonically Instructed SAC Robey of
the Knozville Office to make no further contacis at the
Highlander Folk Séhool on any matter.

3. You inquired, "FNhy did we utilize such cumber-
some procedure to get to the botiom of charges made by Horiton
in December, 19507"

It has been the practice in the Security Division
lv izmediately make direct contact with any individual who
might make an unfounded allegation against the Bureau. In
this instance we didn’t go directly to Horton upon receipt
of his December 10, 1950, letter because we recognized him

______ o

as a trouble maker and felt that _nothing would he gained Dy
n appreach. Fe were wroang and I regret that we didn't
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go to Rim t(mmedictely a: btain speciftcs from him and
compel him to either prove or retract his statement,

4. In connection with using
a8 a source of information, you advised

!!a! - vos

being coniacied for information on the activities of the
_Highlaonder Folk School. You asked why,

- . _ P _ ‘—__vf".__ _— - M . —
Reply to Tf\r. Roger BaN \ m

FPursuant to your suggestions, there 18 attached (_g
hereto for your approvel o proposed reply to Roger Baldwin .
of the American Civil Liberties Union in which it is pointed‘

out to him that the interracial character of the Highlander
Folk School has never been considered as the basis for any
investigation conducted by this Buregu, ;



Memorandum _from Peyton Ford dated February 19,
1951, Dealing with Correspondence from MNyles Hporion,
. Director of the Fighlander Folk School ,

. There is attached hereto a memorandum fromr Peyion
Ford dated February 19, 1951, with photostatic copies of
Horton's letter and attachments to Peyton Ford, together
with ¥r. Ford's draft of a reply to Horton. This corres-
pondence regards the same unjfounded allegation that Agents
of the Xnorxville Office have consirued the interracial
nature of the H;ghlander Folk School as being Communistic.
It 18 not DBJ.IEUGCI that the Bureau can BQTEE with .rey'son
Ford's draft reply to Mr. Horton. Our Knoxvillie Office
obviously should not conduct interviews in the Highlander
Folk School with stenographic or other persons recording
the interview. The attached reply for your approval to
Peyton Ford points out the reason why this procedure should
not be followed. There is also attached for Peyton Ford's
information a copy of the summary memorandum prcparcd con-
cerning the Highlander Folk School.

Kemorandum _from Peyton Ford dated February 19,
oncerning Correspondence from Dr. Albert E.
Barnett of the Candler Scheol of Theology

Emery University, Georgia

There $8 aiiached hereto a memorandum from Peypyton
Ford dated February 19, 1951, which sets forth the contents
of a letter directed to the Aittorney General from Albert E.

Barnett which also repards the nnfnunripd n?]‘pnnfion that

Agents of the Enoxville Office were investigatlng the
Highlander Folk School because they surmised "that the
Sfree admission of Negroes as students at Highlander con-
stituted evidence of Communist point of view." Obviously,
¥yles Horton has persuaded Dr. Barneiti to wriite Aitorney
General McGrath in order to strengthen Horton's complaint
against the FBI. For your information, Dr. Barnett is

. mentioned in the Bureau files. These references reflect
that Barnett has been connecited In one way or another with
. . he following organizations which have been subject %o
9323 N considerable Communist infiltration.

\&'w g ” LS—M " -/ |
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Southern Conference for Human Welfare - At a
dinner held on May 6, 1947, for the benefit of the Southern
Conjerence jor Human Welfare at Chicago, Illinois, Dr.
Albert E. Barnett wgs listed ocs a sponsor and speaker.

(100-10355-337)

The files also reflect that Dr. Barnett was one
of the members of the Ad Hoc Commitiee which welcomed the
Reverend Hewlett Johnson's arrival at La Guardia 4irport in
Kovember, 1948. Unusual publicity resulted from the fact
thcot the so-called "Red Dean's" first application for a visa
was turned down due to the fact thet he was sponsored by '
the National Council of American Souviet Friendship. (This
arconization has been declared to be within the purview of
Erecutive Order 9835.) (100-~146964-1477)

The "Daily Worker" of May 20, 1949, reflects that
275 prominent individuals had signed an open leittier urging
that Congress reject the Atliaoniic Pa¢t and called upon
Presicent Truman to setile issues now ouistanding through
direct negotiations with the Soviet Union. Dr. Barnett
wes one of the signers. (100=-3-81-4)

Comnittee jor Peacejful Alternative to the
Atlantic Pact - On August 21, 1949, Dr. Barneit was listed
as an individual from Illinois who hed signed an open
letier to Senators and Congressmen urging dejfeat of President
Trurcn's arms program. (100-364437-7

Vid-Century Conjerence for Peace - In Chicago,
May 29-30, 1950, Dr. Earnett wcs carried as @ sponsor of
this organization srom the Chicago area. (100-364437-36 p.22)

¥ethodist Federation for Social Action - He was o
delegate to a meeting of the organization held in Ohio,
July 18 to 21, 1950. (61-3615-41)

Ko investigation has ever been conducted concerning
Dr. Fcrnett; however, as indicated above, there is evidence
~~"T-z:ting that he has been connected with organizations
wvhich have been subject to Communist iInjiltration. In the
attached memorandum to Peyton rford, he is odvised that Dr.
Barnett has teen misin ormed by Myles Horton with respect
to nature of our interest in the Highlcnder 7olk School.

b ]
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ACTION )( -

) There i8 attached hereto proposed letters to
Roger Baldwin and to Peyton Ford for your approval.

ADDEYDUY = 2=23=51

The Director further ingquired as to Why mors
complete details were not furnished in the first instance

concerning the ertent of our investigation at the Highlander
il Folk School.

Inasmuch a8 the issue raised by Horton and Baldwin
was to the effect that Special Agents of the Federal Buresau
of Investigation had confused interracial education with
comaunism, the background information furnished in our
original memorandum was designed to cover that issue.

Fe now realize that we did not give the Director
sufficient background to encble him to properly evaluate
this situation.

Fe will make every effort to avoid this in the
Juture.

"
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O]ﬁce Memoramdum UNITED STATES chyz

U. S. Treesury Dept., both assigned Chattanooga, Tenn.,
voluntarily furnished an agent of this division the
following information:

. Alden . ceee. ooy ¢
FROM QAC, Knoxville - uw,w/:
SUBJECT: HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL . m— .
JINTERNAL SECURITY - C m-e obr
_ (Bufile 61-7511) _ Tele oot -
wi on 5-4-21 SA, U. S. Treasu; ““‘if"’d’ """ .
"é?C/ /Dept., and Internal Reven
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KX 61-12

Both men were thanked for the sbove informstion
and informed they would not be interfering with any
investigations being conducted by the FBI. No other.
_comments were made concerning the Highlander Folk
SChC)Olo . . LT

The above information is being furnished to the
Bureau for information purposes, and no further action
i1s being taken by this division. :

It should be noted thet if a complete investiga-
tion is 3 d. the Internal Hey
regarding the Highlender Io School, the results of
such ITvestIpHYYOM-woula Possibly be extreme 1y eh=
~ITghtening, especislly concerning sources of incom _
Tor thIS ™ School s "HowWever, in view of previous instruc-
tions récelved from the Bureau, no effort will be made
to obtain such information unless instructed to do so
by the Eureau.

W-QMWM

L) Mtk

"




L

_ f
) f

N - ( . ; »
5 ,{ i

b st ) i

SAC, Knoxville May 15, 1990 . -
Director, FBI = . | e e

.7, HIGILANDIR FOLK sazbox."" ke D R
17  INTERNAL SEGURITY = € .~ . -+ . . =00 - s

S A

Reurlet dated lay 4, 1951, which reﬂaeta t.hat the Internll R
Revenue Bureau may conduct a eonpleta investigation of the Highlander e
Folk Schoal. ‘ , o

The Knoxvﬂle Offica should diacreetly arrange, if pou:lblo, R
to obtain a copy of the investigative report conceming this school rrcl
the Internal Revenue Bureau, = o

The Bureau should be prompt.lj advised of ail developn‘ént'l.'

B ALL INFORMATION coNTAxNED
{.--_; - HEREINH U\ICL SlFIED
S " DATE
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With reference to the attached letter from Herbert : (/N
Monte Levy, Staff Counsel of the American Civil Libverties . ..

Union, there are two issues involvedas’: . w/&wi .« ¢d 27w 0
: ’ . ‘ D R PRI RCET M

-
-1 :

The first issus - Does the FBI consider interracial = = .
education .as somewhat subversive and does 1t ask questions. on
this basis of neighbors, ': R ORI S SRRV

. -
Yo Ay R T I

A P e S

©u

Investigation which was made in February proves this . ~.. .
view without foundation. To re-check the matter, I celled "¢’ : . '~
S4¢ Robey at Knoxville and asked him 1f we had contacted. " -~ .
neightors, He stated every Agent working in that ares had =%~ =
Leen cuestioned at leest twice and we had not contacted neighbors,

N ,;.,:A
SRR Colletersl to this issue is the attempt of the American =
S {ivil Liberties Union to force the FBI to issue instructions -z
[ concerning comments on interracial education. There 1s no need
g %o “e.r sueh instructions since they are part snd parcel of the . *~

P *.rezu's operating vprocedures and policies. To 1ssue such
U irsurudtions would in. effect admit thaet such & condition '

~»isted. To date there ls no proven case to substantiate fhisf

. The Sécond issue has to do with contacting théfﬂighlandér
i Folk School. = = . | . B

- ’ = . - : ]

o Tne minutes of the Highlander Executive Council for
i Jenusiy 22 and 23, 1951, whichwere forwarded to the Attorney
it Ganeval reflect thaet "because of previous misunderstandlngs

tr tnterview with FBI agents, the Highlander Director (Myles - - - .

. v-~tnn) gshall speak for the staff and shall sk that all "o
o -~ ~n+irns posed by any FBI agents be put 1n writing, and shall "
L make his replies in writing - provided legal counsel advises i
thig sction." This condition is, of course, impossible, and ' -
on Pebruary 22, 1951, instructions were issued to the Knoxville
Afice to make no further contact with the Highlander Folk .. #7
Scnool on any matter, '

A letter to Levy is attached.

- - pemont ALLINFORMATIONCONTANED | &/ L/ 57 /- L
. HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 'ﬂ’d?‘n&ozaaa*'/

o DATE c2lo/p/ BY Swzs-cmujosy 45 WY o5t
Attachment i< / T 2ussERAl __E
Y S TRITTALY 0 eTaiagg
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Ernest Angell Arthur Garfiald Hays Junsthen B. Bingha
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Roger N. Baldwin Morrls L. Ernet [ B W
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April 18, 1951
Mr, J. ¥dgar Hoover s
Director N

Federal Bureau of Investipgation

yoos epartment of Justice Al | INFORMATION CONTAINE

Washington 25, D. © .
HEREIN IS UnCLASSIFIED

DATE 229/54__BY

I bhave recently reexamined the exchange of correspona?ence betveen o
Mr. Baldwin end you of last February concerning the Highlander Folk
Schools TYour letter was most certainly responsive to Nr. Baldwinte
inquiry,

Dear Mr, Hoover:

‘However, a careful reexamination of the correspondence leads us to
belleve that Mr, Baldwin, who wrote you in his Personal capacity
rather than as an officer of this orgenization, did not quite hit &
roint which was troudling the' Highlender Folk School a.uthorities.

o

The real concern of the School and of several members of our Board
who have been contacted by the school authorities is that some ques—
tions addressed by F.B.I. investigators to neightoras of the School
gled the neighbors to believe the questions were indicative of an
attitude on the part of these agents that inter-racial education is
sonewhat subversive. We are confident that thie dcee not reflect an
F.B.I, attitude. For do we know whether the interpretation of the
nelghbors as to the purport of the questions waes reasonable or un-
rezsonable. We wonder hovever, whether, to avoid future repetitions
| of such incidents, it might not be poseible to issue appropriate in-
etructions to your agents to guard agalnst any implication on their
part that inter-racial education 1s necesserily subversive.
ca it M
We note also {n"ypur letter 'of February 26 that you heve Lesued spprc
priate instructions to discontimie any direct contacts te repregenis-
tives of the Schoole BPut agaln, although you were not informed of it
Mr. HRorton had not been opposed to contacts being made at the School,
Indeed, 4t wonld seem most unwise to dlscontime Alrect contacts witd
the school representatives, both from the point of view of the F.B.I.
the students, and Mr. Horton. Doubtless the ¥.B.I. would be eble to
get much better and Muller information from the officlals of the
School then frtm the nelghbors who alone are now - being conta.cted.

!l 2
r&EcoRnen el ’7”/fgr' b =

3e e,
:’ Y ~FEXPEDITE PEOCESIING

Fa i H __,.,....,_



E‘I might edd thet I have commnicated my views to Mr. Horton, and that he shares
jthem fully. As he states in a letter to us dated April 14, ®I have no objection
| ¥o direct dealings with the F.B.I. on matters of internal security or in regard
ﬁ‘ to leglitinate fnguiries.

¥o purpose would be served ... by my failure to cooper—|
ate In such matters.® He alsc egrees that the real concern ies the lseuance of

appropriate directives to your sgents concernming comments on inter-recial ednces
tion.

¥We should apprecinte your comments,.

Respectfully yours,
b ;‘/ - - \-f
Newtiud V).

, Herbert Monte Levy
Staff Coungel
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L’r. Berbert onte ,chy
Btaff Councel

\é;;r;caahc;m Livereses Tnton -~ ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
kil N 1 1 L

ﬂanr Ny, L pue S D 719:_;\35,4

- 3 .!' wish to cetnow!cdgc your Icttcr of 4pril 18,
) 1951, with further reference to the ellegetions of Nr.
Nyles Eorton of the ﬂghlcadcr rolk Schu.l. e ‘-

¥hen rr. lbrtou ftrot alzegcd that tnterraotc! :
educetion was considered “someuhat subversfue™ dy the FAI.
and the basfs for tnuestigation we made @ very careful cheol
snaascli into the natter. ¥e could find mo dasis for corroboratien
R of ¥r. Horton's satatenent although 1% was gufte obdvious that
‘ theee gllegetions had beén widely dtaaeninated dy Nr. Hortom.
There are no facta to subgtantiate Nr. Horton's postttoa
~ that FAI Agents considered interractol educction as "subversive,”
nor did the Agents ask questfons which woxld permtt any euch tn~
preceion to be conveyed. In view of the long~standing polictes
o/ the FBI and the absence of any proven instances of violations
o/ these polfcies I eaw no necesstty then, nor nom, to refterate
.tour policy. The very thought that fnterractal education is
2 0 baels for the oonclusfon of “subvereion™ 18 sc far rewmoved
: k,from the éperaticns of the F5I that I see no purpose to be
‘/ﬂ ﬂ\(’) served in gcnding out aeny fngtructions om this wbject at
thia times - ‘ : : . .

-

=

: e
. o I have noted your conmcnt a8 o the deatrabuﬂy s
N, of dealtgg directly with the Bighlaader Folk Sckeol. ﬂlt: o
2! 1a exackly what we did do on the gecqsion, of our last cok aci
P ’/uf-&h kr,’ béﬂé J2 ¥t hes alwoya I’fegu \uy Sviem ‘that the mest T .
cﬂy rom thn\, S,

f,;/ eccurscte mformatton ‘can be obta!md ..
. /, interested parttu rather than )‘ron t‘hdircct qzdg ,:’ F
: :} + The Eighlancer E‘xecuﬁuc Couubil Ahovever, a uf B "“_.:.3‘
. ;‘; aa! “AJ’ r{'\’h'; = 1‘?
c. S4C, New York (hth copy 39" inco n§)> \ ,_c;; 3
\ . S4C, Enozville (With,cop of inc ing g S
o& .
_.‘3‘\ a7 P APL 23 1951
- . LH;;C)MM-FPJ .

7
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Nr. Herbert Monte Levy . _ dprtl 20, 1851
StafS Couneel EE TS E R
American Ctvil Ltberttes Uantoa . . S RO SRR R
170. F{fth Avenne A SR
Kew York 10, New York = .- . PRSI

v o -

ta Jonuary, 1851, set up tupﬁictbls condittons for the

conduct of interviews to which this Bureas conld net
accede, and accordingly we had no ether cheice but te
refrain from cortacting those connected with the schoel
in motters in which they might be Aelpfuls

I apprectate youi cal 1ing thu natterte iy

attantion,

»

¥ith best wighes and kind reénrdl, --T_

. " Sincerely yours,
J&‘ldmnrﬁaov¢i 
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'WIGHLANDER FOLK SCT00L

:  “INTIRFAL SFCURITY = € %' .
BT ¢ IR e GRS & S BRL I 4
A .= - Bourlet Moy 11, 185l - -

you foruerded with referenced leticrs

these photographs. However, they 3ho
your file in the coptioned nctier SJor

: ;;Jli’lwla ""' g.a_ﬂ. T )
184
A Sumbly AR R -
7, W-A2glnGl A
‘ 8 1

BECEIALH- WVIT HOOW

\ " Pursuant to your request, thers are being , o
N herezith two coples of each of the two pholographs whick - -

e M S

I, L A L
e - .

“enclosed .

‘No steps should de - B

foren ct thie time to identify the jadividuals depicted $a° -

uld be placed with = .
possible future - -

Y ontifioation if further imvestigotion of he Highlander : = .

Folk Sehool s guthorized by the Juregis . e
Inel 7' Fes T 2 = " i
 ALLINFORMATIONCOWTAMED
HEREIR IS UHCLASSIFIED
DATE_ &/ 1] BY Bvﬁggﬁi;@_ -
Coa i _9 5— P




Mr. Peyton Ford

Dlreotor, FBI .

.--" -
e

herewith to you.

in a aimilar veln,

YT e
AP SV SEL LT Y R i

Deputy Attorney Genoral

: FWIGHLARDER FOLK SCHOOL ™
:é REmRDEB 117 INFORMATION concxanmo

-

Il P

iousntsu WIIR R

g4

uorzu JNIUVB& 0*9133@

Y uv o b ﬁ‘*‘_

.faJ’

mﬁﬁi‘l

i’ a8)
MALED 15 |

P OR

f

S
;%;/ o o : . S i ,
/ Reference ls made to the memorandum datod
Hay 3, 1951, which the Attorney General received froa
Senator Henry Cabot Lodge, Jr,, attaching a letter
dated May 1, 1951, and a New Iork‘Compasd‘nowapaper
article dated April
: Senator L
Wit/ cap
S matler. Whe have made photostatie coples of thia corres-

pondence for our files and are roturnlng tho orlglnals _

The enclosed material maekes the false allega-~
tion that the FBI 1s harassing the Highlander Folk
School becsuse of its interraciasl charsoter. .-
allegetion was originally made to the Attorney General
by kFyles Horton, director of thls school and, since then
several lndlviduals have written to the Attorney Genera
Thie previous corresnonderce has
been dlscussed 1n our memoranda to you dated February 26
1351, March 13, 1951 and } ,

No further actlon ls conteWplated by thiu
Bureau regardlng the enclosed material,

March 28, 1951,

"i: §
'-l'
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%aociu t;uastiom bf today 4n Anorioas il an_goX;
ata ‘on .tha‘ 'tatua ot the hsrloan Negro.“*’f‘-ﬁ ya

ek to wxbhintieato ‘thisWtement nboutitho F B 1
‘andithe Feder “Government..iregarding Lhe spreading ¢
the inpress xhat -this mghlmdera?olk School gt =i
nteaglo ’ Qqnna where trade-unionists’ st.udy and 1ive.
- =2 XXf this'ds mot 80,5004t 4s very
o cy ) o ood‘rolations for this newspaper to '
print. it,.< 330'1‘ 4F 4t I3 90.5%040 s Jyorse policy Y
or our !' B I*and !‘oderal ﬁovermuent.. ; A
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nonors.bla Eenxy Csbot I.odgo, Jr.,;-- -
United St:-tas Senste :
‘Bminm' D. C. :

By desr Seratom e _7--""' ) l_l L : . :_'“ N ,:,:}. I ; .

L

‘!hh 18 in z-u;sonu to your nou of ¥a 3 l 7ﬂ<é
which referzrad & letter and enclosure from
R <o+ oc-:iéer\ion 5 tiis Dops

ment.

The orc‘lomre ofmuter 1: an nrticlo _ -
from tne *Dally Cowpras® of Ap 95), which suggests . - -
thet egents of the Federal byreesu of Invo=tigrtion of this

Depcrtas: ot heve harespecd tie Highlender Felk Zchool of
“enteszle, Tennersee.

PR

‘Eqr 1 reessure you for the benefit of @
thed such £ pugpection 1s abrolutely felse and witiout any
_found: tion wbrtevere 28 you krow, the FLI is strictly am» -
trvertipetive orgenisstion, in fect £s vml‘ es policy, nn:! 1n-

dulges in no beresezent. - : .

- e ) -

In zccordence :1th your ra'ue&t, I an rs‘.. ;ring- :

B :ctter erd enclogure. .

PEQAVRY SR
: .

 Yours sincersly, -
mﬂ)ﬁ Fm :
‘. LR & Sl - -f‘; ISR
' Pcyton Ford - S
De,mty ﬁttcrrey Ceﬂeml

RECORDED -1, - é/ ’Zo//“’ 17

. ;;-;'-.‘_‘\5 mn ‘ P MAY, 21 195¢
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iBERTIES UNION —

170 Forre Avenuve, New Yorx 10, N. Y,

ORegon 5-5990
Ernast Angall Arthur Garfisld Hays Jonsthan B, Bingham
Cholrman, Bowrd of Directors Gonered Covmsal Secretery
Reger M. Baldwin Morris L. Emst 5. W. Husbech
Cholrmen, Noflonal Commitiee Generol Counsel Tromever
Clifford Forser ”~
Patrick Murphy Malin Gueorge E, Rundquist Herbert Monte Levy George Soll Alan Reltmon
Exacutive Director Assistant Direclor Staff Counsel Public Relations Di
- ]
lay 18, 1951 /
‘/r’\] ;Y
.\ -
Ermaiiertg
Secretary G
J. Edrar Hoover RE: “ZIGHTATDER gl
Tederal Burean of Invectigation SCHOOL CLSE
. e
Depzritment of Justice g - B
. [ - T Yeg oF | Tole. Room ..
Washinston, D. C. {42 ‘/-Z'(MJ‘I# e Newse....__..
Dear Friend: 251LL&

I am hichly embarrassed to vrite this letter, but I do hove . -
vou will bear with me.

Yr. Foover was =ind enousv to vrite me on this subject 8 few
veel’s ago in resnonse to & letter I vrote to him, and I now
find to ny shame that the letter has gone astray in our filesg
end cannot be located.

therefore wonfer if I could nrevail upon you to send me &
ony of that letter.

With many thanks and deen anoreciation in advance, I am
Cordially yours, ’(

Herbert FonipsZ
Staff Counsel /7 2

@.3”- _'__.___ A
Wk JUN 6 195
A

ALLINFORMATION CONTAIRED o e
HEREIN (S UXCLASSIFIED

DATE, 4 BY
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Few York 10, New York | DATE ] BY
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Dear Nr. Levys A -

| Your letter of vey 18, 1951, addressed
to my Secretary, has been referred to my attention -
end in accordance with your request, I am enclosing

,}‘;.-; a copy of my communication to you of April 20, 1951

L You may be sure that I am glad to be of
e assistance in thia instance cnd 1f I caon be of
4 further aid do not hesitate to communicate with me. .
é\" f. B Jr‘:’.‘ O -’ ’ a
e Sincerely gg

. By Lt :
w, Myt 2In S He
._;4013’_2' g o 3. Edger
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STANDARD PORM NG, 84

TO

)v
~ «? -~

R e

h S A S

/
: SAC, KNOXVILLE

R ' (f '
Ojﬁce Memal;-andum e UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

DIRECTOR, FEBI DATE: June 22, 1951

TTAUT ANVNITTD TNTE ournnT
AATLLANIDO SuvLnD WV
-C

_INTERNAL SECURITY

(Bufile 61-7511)

Re Bureau memorandum dated 5/15/51 to the
SAC, Kpoxville.

—nternal
Revenue; Tressury Department; sdvised sgents of this

office on 6/14/51 that as of that date no investiga-
tion of the Highlander Folk School has been instigated.
However, he stated he anticipates in the very near
future that his department, along with Special Agents
of the Treasury Department, will conduct a full in-
vestigation of the income, expenses and operations of
the Highlander Folk School and its personnel.

He stated he would keep agents of the
FBI Informed of the progress made in this and would
he willing to allow agents of the FBI to review the
results of such investigation.

This Division wlll maintaln contact with
e and will keep the Bureau advised as to the
progress made in the investigations by the Internal
Revenue Department.

61-12
: jea

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED s Q)}

DATESZ[1[ B4 BYDP o
713 | _@%H e (27’
FL-RDED - 13 o ""?”" / 7

1JUR 25 1951
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Office Meﬂ‘z‘o/mdum e UNITED STAT2S GOVERNMENT

a

STANDARD PORM NO, 84

TO p /:Director, FRT DATE: October 16, 1951

FROM ”y SAC, Knoxville

SUBJECT: HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL -
SECURITY MATTER - C $

Relet from Knoxville to Bursau dated 8-13-51.

. G R .t 721 Revenuo, U. S.

Treesury Department, Chattanooge, Tennesses, advised an agent of this
office on October 13, 1951, that =e of that date no action had been
teken by his department or by the special agents of the U. S. Treasury
Department in connection with an investigation of the Highlander Folk
School or eny of their personnel. He agein gtated he would immediately
advise egents of this office of any information developed as & result
of hia investigation. '

Jav
1-1

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED T Y
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 3 /
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Ofﬁc‘e Mem.. wndum + vnrrep st JOVERNMENT
TO * DIRECTOR, FBI [\ﬂ h”l pata: L/21/52
FROM 1 gaCc, KNOXVILLE (61-12) G]R_S

SUBJECT: Ing‘-HLANDER FOLK SCHOOL  \
INTERNAL SECURITY - C

‘ReKxlet dated 10/16/51.

on fpri1 17, 1952, N ;. ;. - 1

Revenue, U. 8. Treasury Department, advised that no investi-
gaetion has es yet teen conducted of the Highlender Folk :
Schocl and its personnel by Treasury Agents. Headded that
because of & desire by the Internal Revenue Bureau to look
into the tax returns of gamblers end reacketeers his office
hed been ordered to discontinue sny investigation of the
Eighlaender Folk School for en indefinite period of time.

He advised that he would notifvy the ‘FRT in the event thsat

investigetion was to be conducted at & future date. In
view of these facts this cecse i1s being closed edministratively
bi the Knoxville Office pending receipt of this advice from

-: MCD

£1 | INFORMATION CONTAINED
t ZREIN IS UNELASSIFIED @
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It is evident to me, from vhai I &now
ne a

_p(rh ? S ; . (T: .
{

- "y - .
TRUE COPY ( )

MNonteagle, Tenn.
July 31, 1953

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover.

Federal Bureau of Information. I A R ol I SN
. ¥ashington, D. (. . _ S e

R n oo ’ . - . - ..f-‘:!'*_- "

Dear Mr. Hoover: B L R A g

/ I am writing @ confidenticl Jetter, Phe .. S

Highlander Folka School, about three miles of lbntc‘jif;;ﬂg
78 believed by mony citizens around here,to be one of the

hottest beds of Communist teaching in the United States, -
Tt seems they get a half dushel of mail o day. People -

around here ean't understand vhat it acll meaRs, .- - -
They have been here for years. They claim tAey are here
to help the mountain people, but no one knows of any
one around here they have helped. o

hn <+

Ll

+
’ w -
communist center, WNhat can be do bout 3t
the authority to act in finding out about it

LL%

t tsa™ "
¥ho has :

-

N o

Sincerely o ' ~—E*jlf': ‘%i.

/s/ ¥. A. Swift
P.S. This is a confidenticl letter.

/s/ Rev. ¥. A. Swift

-_— T,

[T
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G Reverend l.r;x’{ t . ST A }
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RECﬂRnFD-:i? Your letter dated July 31, 1953, Ass Been rcuu&%:_; a

sad the notives -un pruptcd yur nunlquun are Sadesk ih

.o Wpprecteted. . o0 LA Rt s Lk
BRe O In view of the contents of your Intcr I sa fuﬁ'nﬁ
' ﬂu Special Agent $» Charge of eur Kanexville OJ’ﬁn h unﬁ
L lgut outcct yu ia the near futsu. o :‘3“1 "y
- sy A O R RE ¥ RN - SR

ALI. INFORMATION CONTAINED

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED Jonn Sdger gesver

2cc :- SAC, Xnozville (¥/Encl

‘ s T . ) A .
o TSR " Buresu files nf.lc t ‘that u nccubcr 2910” tkc— -.-jj.?—.j'_*é:‘ :
.. oorrespondent communicated with the Burean conccrumgﬁ Eenile

dcl inqunoy matters cnd was cffordcd e oordtal octuou gum. s;

a.«- ﬂ;, Tetter .f uohonlcdgouut u bcing :6(101.46

i" p.latn envelope inasmuch o8 &u‘t jndtoctu that kc dn;rn ,;,f;
‘\ dcn,ttty be Xept confidcuttll. {R. IR ‘r-..i"‘ “"_ PN T
5 ' ' : o x :
o é\ Bureau ﬂ.zn Feflect that & seBu gy Buvnttyamr’“ i
: of ‘thgHighland Folk School was closed in 193, Knb6eville}.
AL 8 1-.14, Snaamuch as no evidence was developed thail tA® s!},
1 - uhbo} wie Communist controlled eor doaik&? !'M Jiles 40 e
oo B (" =— not dipolese pertinent tnformation receive 8‘»3. $ dote .
P wadi _ indicatipg Communist Party ectivity pnithg part e s scheel;
Gen— however, allegations ef Communist Party sydpothes ctivity
ws—— have been recefved corwcrning peraons who were or been

e —— ponpnected with the achool._,/ So

Tracy —— ~
Gesrey e ﬁ
o -—’_#
T~ Tcomm — FBL T . e 1m l‘/
u:nEo::‘_; -~ YAr v _?'..‘ = J
Wi Gandy anc - iz e RUG 7 ng.,; 0 3./ U !
MAILED 30 Tie N

s
6 AL‘§°0 153"




In regard to the Fighland Folk School Bureau
teletype to Imoxville dated Frebruary 27, 1951, tnatructed -
o - -gnoxville %o sdvise sll agenis $hat Ao disousaten pra

- i nou.ld be made with any individual copcornuw $ag ygm?‘&«-ﬁ-u .
o T sureau letter dited Msy 15, 1951, ‘nq.mnc moxyiife
. 1 discrestly obtatn 8 copy.ef the Burscu 8f Inigrial I & -

‘Savestigative repert eoncersing she gohool. It 'fa moted AL JP
-7° that o mumber 8/ centacts were made with sae Bureas of giterak
P T pevenus fer this purpose, By leidier dated April B1; - ﬁg
. .- gmozyille reperted iMat she Buresu 8f Internal Bevenss tnlia

< tion of the schoel had been putponcd and the mn'uu v nf
Revenue would advise nu'vuxc WJ'BI “ ‘Il' 'U“‘F'mi I -:ik o

$avestigatien mas conduotcdp T g %-*’ii‘ﬁ IR

In view. of the coutnu .f thc cérrnpoudcui'l ;‘gﬁ
cmuntcatim you are requested to designite an agent, ﬁ
discreetly contact the cerrespondent ss soon a8 possidlé ind .
. obtain from Aim the basis and aubstantiation for the €llegsitons
. made S Afs letter hearisg $n mind the Buresul's ip,ltruﬂm Q.r
i< pebruary 27, 1951, "munfou-mﬁucdp R ORIy #

In regard to the correspondent's tnquiriu set out In
his letter he should be orally advised that all pertinent '
saformation relotiag to subuversive activities sheuld be, rnulud
to the FBI tnasmuch as the FBI Aas deen given the penered™i<: .-
responaibilities for the tnvestigation of sudversive ncﬁ‘v tfn
within the Dnited States under the security program ¢c_f¢u¢ R
by n-ccuﬁvc ordcn and congrcutonal ncctuntc, T, *;.,,

. Ta ) T "‘7&*-. <.

Fo '.'.w-*.y-.is.-. should be conductsd fa comaso®ion - .

-tth thc ocorrespondent’s allegations without securing cpcctffo

Bureau suthorization as set forﬁu tn the lunuc.! of Inatrucﬁuc,
, Scottou a'r-c, &, - , - e TR PR
R P INEE ak -' RERS '-=-.-4r~<-,."* SRS .--'az.e-éf-.':t 52 &.»-n*“‘s' S
P - The results of the interview should be prompily: e
L Jumuhcd to thc Burcau -tth rc.rcrcncc .being made te. il P
Iﬂtcr. T : A AP t,_,;*g,&jsﬁ e ,;;e’in

‘5 -




T2 MR, D, ¥, LADD * August 25, 1553
PR MR, &, =, BELVIAT

ST rACT: MVLES BOIJITCON
(Jenner Committee Request)

~puthern ..

Jenﬂer bbvmittee reqnested nawe cHeck o
und

Horton long-time heed of_righ- - |
lender folk School, Meontesole, Tenngss . Lloge sssociste of known - - .
Co~~unist rerty memers. ‘ctive in “outhern tonference for Huren Jelfare
{SCHEY), ® cited organiza.ion end outharn Conference _“ducational Fung
ISCEP). successor orgenizstion to SCHW.# Horton end _on Wesy, known S
Cormunist, were =rincirel orecanizers of rrogre~ Highlender Folk $chools -
when latter or ganized in 1932 In DPecerber, 1950, Eorton in letter tq"?
ir. Ylegg eccased “ure:u Agents of questioning neighbors cf Folk Schodl
renardin~ visits of Negroes to School end also of steting thet & rress’
reiecse relessed by School would be considered omrunistie by a mejorlty
of southern neonle, Horton mede simliler cherges in letter to Attorney
Sz zrel, Senstor Estes ¥efauver, to the rress and to others. Horton's
ellecetions found by Burcau to be false, Horton in letter to Attorney
Toverel stried that the “Youncil of the School wes considering the
~roceduare for future interviews with “ureau Agents, i, e., of heving the,
Dirsctar of School ﬁnlv sreak for entire steff end of having ell
gucstions ~osad by Buresu Agents »ut in writing. Director of School to -
sub7it re~liies in writing. Du“seo;ently Vnoxville office instructed to _
*nve no further contacts whetever 2t *olk School. Present revéew g
1irited to main files on Eorton and Eighlander folk ©School, &nd summepf: -
re~nrt deted October b, 13h7, concerning SCHW which was rrenered in
scc-rdence with Executive Order 9835 snd which ccntains sumrary on Eorton.
"Scn” references since thet sum~ery were elso reviewed.® horton wes re-

crted ingtruventsl in stsrting t%e "orkers #llience, & sizneted by the
sttorney “enerel Parsusnt to Executive Yrder 10L50,

Y.

Thet tho Pttpched wemorendum be forwerded to the Jcnner
Cormrittee,

A”C"%EW ) | %
(L00-11616; Y£1-7711 ' - +
1 -)Mr. #ichols \C,/ 41‘__[4£J: L/’,”

'NOT RECORDED

o 148 SEP i6 1653
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“Lovable Couple
. Now Retired
- Afer 60 Years

‘8y DORDGN H. TURNER
" Shatf Correspondent
the Bouth l.ml nation and in fTact
a lot of the world would not be
wvsetiv the mmme had it pot been
for & iovabie, relined couple now
" happ
High above the world’s Hls
vhlch they have done a lot to
* Jveal, are the Rev, W, Bwift, an
; al-time famous Methodist preach-

af

’ Keilser, Both were born and reared

| ﬂ‘-ﬁ-‘ A\?u.-u.nj
Y *“Puastor Bwift” had written me
B ﬁmy were ~retired,” mnd that they
© bk schis AfleT

o’ea.ngﬂlzmg and holding a dozen
S 8 pastorales in many states,
Sact awti B pretly homc hera
40 yemrs azo and settled down,
fre: trum nuw o, of routine pro-
fauriongl $uties,
A’n‘.thu;c. 2] anl

T o sl
O‘h- 15

x

,
B
:

e

poue £

nday school assem-
My o bere for @0 yeanrs
(with her husband aince the early
W W,
&8 m=y rolhing of continuing
Ty idaide ro-rerpondence, reading
drom a large personal Ubrary, and
ﬂl‘.ing in & thousand and one ltile
calx &pd clores around here—the
,oouble is yet quite active, R
AL tneir tovitation by letter, b
an=Tt 4 recent unforreotiable dmy
wita ithis remarkabie couple,
wkom ¥ bud cever before met, and
'for whope s doxen stories couidn't
Ay vy e A me the eonrlely
e  complimenting my good-will
LS. R Lt i5 ustaie, BOd My OOk S
iy

pe Lonsziiea Lo me o write th

-m“.-".
L Bwift deccribed hardabips lo

I"’ asror DW"T VV

living in retirement bere %

Pmot far sperl in southwest Ken- i
“tucky during fhe Iatter yuarter of

Sal% has altended to ]

ti. such an scquaintance,

Treneh e mrblisdty seeker, |mon.

-

® - —-

z - - L ..:‘ _'_‘__ - ',\'w'.
S . - [ _ A'__ s :u -

1' 3§

_ gt and his wife, {he former Irene $

—Btaff
"MONTEAGLE, Tenn—-The Rev. and Mrs. W. A. Swift stand in

%ront?fﬁdtmtmc

just inside the world famous m«:! uumbly g'romdl heu 'l‘luy ‘have named U Nuur

D Bl il o

Inglewood. . _

ago and when he served as school
janitor to pay Ma way through =
small college.

*When I was born thers warse,
no electric lighta or paved roads,
much less automobiles in Ken-
tucky,” be recalled. “But e=x-
wagons, spinning wheels, and

y l.m.m-a. nl-v hmn- -wers :nn-

e, wen  ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

He told of “dropping” corn, then
- e it with

“wis dwemw HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED
= DAT BY

¢
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"Onewlnurlhadbutmepur
socks to my name and waabed
out at night to wear next
day,” he declared. “But before I
married I had crossed the Atlangic
ocean three times and trmveled in

the Atlantic while on a trip to th

ughter, Mary Elizabeth, died at

e § and oldest sqn William
lled in an sutomabile accl t
age 30. These losses were par-
ty made up, however, for
eanor (now . John R. West
Nashville) n came along
d then Mter within & matter
of utes of esch other, Thomas,
RF--mest an”® Warjorie arrived to

{Methodist pasto
‘Hets in the worl®¥

rlru ﬂﬂm. w"l“

W. A's first sermon was at his
home church, Mount Carmel, near
Murray, Ky. in 18988, Before re-

.

Ark. mavien, Gi, 5¢ Clir,
d Millersburg, Ky. An editor
urch papers for 11 years,

Telprd endsm two Methodist

es (EKentucky Wesleyan and

thens, Als), and had the dis-
ncticn of clearing several towns

d -cities of the “fiith of alcohol

::i"lndecent shows anéd carni-

Thin man wsccumulated what
¥ have been the iargest person-
ja) Tibrary of any fellow-preacher
in the country ard though he bad
given away or sold pearly all of
it, he recently counted more than
1000 wolunres lefi. Toc, he has al-
hways had a blg eorrespondence
and today waiues among keep-
es a personal letter to him

1! King Edward VI, three from
g George V1, snd onf from|.
Queen Elizabeth IL
Galle J. P. Alley A Start
beoefacior of -the late J. P,
Alley Br., creator of Hambone's
meditations who grew io be one
of Amnerica’s greatest commercial
artists), Pastor BSwift is wery
zsud. While b= was preaching at
Asbury Methodist in Little Rock,
ALIES, Gnb W WL, e to Bim
or lelp Bwift nt a good

Y

Sy

Kb hge®e .

i

bim Into his home for
ee i»ud, slept in the same bed
hlm for two years, gave bim
take an arl course by

all the world's cdntinents except
ustralis * L
It was actually in the middle of

Holy Land that be met the girl he 7
was to marry in 1509, Their oldest!

pi.lce t.he ‘Swifts as the anly known | §
parents of trip- *

tiring a decade ago he held many

i nemmupmmwmmdummmmm

‘p‘a\

This is 2 photo of the Swifts’ triplet children, made whn Iiu
trio graduated from Jackson c:ty high school.

for the Memphis Commercial Ap-jwith a Ph.D degree. Now 'it.h a
peal, he copsidered thangiog to[top-spot on the University of Als-
one of the nation’s biggest dailies|bama faculty, she gets back bere
at & tripled salary but Swift ad-|more often than the .unr ehﬂ-
vised him to remain in Dixie. Heldren to visit the family.
did, and in Litte Rock became ] The Swilts hosted me through
‘rut lay, leader and Bible teacher|their big home “s0 cool in summer
In Asbury church., Bwift per- unt we always sleep under blank:
tormed Aliey's wedding ceremony,|ets™ He has s vegetable gurder
ind when be died a few years|(mostly beans and tomatoes now)
o, wax called to prepch bhisland in lovely flower beds, dahlias
neral. are a specially. Theré are enougt
The Swift triplets, parent-like.!beds in the big house “to slee)
ire blaxing their own brilliant{several families,” and with tw
iralls. Born In Lexdngton, Ky.lkitchens, I got the idea that mos
ey mdunted tngzther at Jack-lof the time it inx open hounse fo
school wunder|friends from everywhere. Just tb

. Jaiyely ANILOTE

more, mll with exceptional records.| Philosophy an World
Thomas attended Lambuth] Btrolling in the garde
(Jackson, Tenn.), the University of who has been a student of
Tenn., and Ohio Btate, and is now|ernment snd world
» graduate chemical engineer in|boyhood, gave me his
Houston, Texaz Margaret grad-|of current conditions, - -
uated from -Wesleyan (Macon.| "“The worid, since T was
Ga.), Bearritt in Nashville, andlhas lmproved very Iast mgterially
en from Columbia in New York|but constantly drifted moraily,” W
ty when its president was Gen-[said. “But if wven yoi Amerier
ral Eisenhower. Later she at-|really turned to God in practics w
nded the Universities of Michi-lwell as theory, we tan sverconu
, California and Peiping, Chi.nl.. communism and !nul the

Vved aF & Lhim

!

. B o K

ol o mmami eiwl
=

é missionary i=|in i ETERL FpATA

until the Communists took|that would told mhlln

er and ls now field director of Neulap to all, If we don't, X fan

e A.lrerri!:an Redgrdu: in Japa! ::mm:rnu win out ;ﬂ [ ]

Marjorie gradua rom Lam-|the w bu-.k a thwnp YOarn

th, Peabody college, and then|or sven desioy dlvilisa

ron ﬂaﬂbw#'-_r‘-pmrdty tion u.gu" S Seagu—
r raa VI . i ¥ - e



Oﬁ‘ice Memoraundum + vsiteD staiks GOVERNMENT

P n ar . & oA

DATE: Aungust 27,
MALL INFORMATION CONTAINED - -
PEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 4 .~

2 ' DATE_3|i{g¢ BY SPRrrcln==t"
susjrcT: HIGHIANDER FOLK SCHOOL
: &ﬂ%@?f

w

FROM 1 SAC, ENOXVILIE (61-12)

INTERNAL SECURITY ~ © —_ rrf / =
0 ]-T5/)- /7’) Lmr.
Bureau latiter to Reverend W. A, g\.mrr Monteagle, Tennasges,
dated 8-6-53. -
\ J#ﬁﬂé
Rev. WILLIAM umu;’ﬁm Monteagle ses, vas interviewed

at his residence by Special Agent n 8-19-53. Rev. SWIFT
advissd that he is & retired Methodist Minister, Ol years of age, and that

he haa resided at Monteagle, Tennesses, for the past 10 ysars. Rev. SWIFT
roported that the Highlander Folk School which is located on highway between
Monteagle and Tracy City, Tennessce, was reportodly founded during the early
part of 1930 by & man named/DOMBROSKY. Rev. SWIFT stated that he aid not know
DOMBROSKY's first name and that he had never met DOMBROSKY. Rev. SWIFT advised
that DOMBROSEY 1 no longer comnected with the Highlander Filk School, but that
be 1ls reported to bde sympathetic with the Communist. Rev, SWIFT stated that he

believed DOMBROSKY to be sympathetic with Communism because of newspeper accounts

'I'I’n}r{nn DOMBROSEY with gtrikes which wvere ocowring all gver the Tnited statan,

e Wl A ek T e Wld B WA dlh Al ke WARR WY Wk W W W g, e WF ¥ WP,

Rev. SWIFT stated that he had never heard any comments made either by or accred-
‘ 1ted to DOMBROSKY which would lead him to believe him to bs Communistic end he
[ stated that he had not received eny reports of any activity on the part of
R DREROSKY other than the newspaper accounts of DOMBROSKY participating in strikes
N vhich would lead him to belleve that DOMBROSKY was sympathetic with Commmism or
any subversive organization. i

P
- 4 Rev. SWIFT stated that he has been informed that the Highlander Folk
7”& A lechool 1e reportedly operated under the leadership of a man by the neme of
)l’HOT{l‘O‘N, ﬁrst name u:ﬂcnown He sald that he has never met HOR‘I‘ON and does not
know anyone comnected with the Highlander Folk School sither in the past or at
the present time. He also advlsed that he has never visited the Highlander Folk
School and has nsver egsocisted with anyons who heas frequented the Highlander
Folk School or associated with eany of the individuals commected with this school.
Rav. SWIFT advised that he has no dlrect Information regearding the Highlander
Folk School or any of lts past or present personnel. He stated that his only
R information concerning the possible sympathies of the Highlander Folk School i/
p2N with the Camminist Party or other subversive organization is in the form of b
I heersay informetion. Rev. SWIFT was asked for specific Information even in the
rorm of hearsay upon which he bagéd his opinion that the Highlander Folk School
was Cammmistic Iin nature. Rev., SWIFT edvised it 1s his opinion that the Bigh-

lander Folk School was dominated by Comvunist Sympathizers on the Following

— vecoroep .oy 2/~ TSN~ 7@

2/ MDEXED o 20 AJG 31 1953 —




Rev. SWIIT stated that sametime during 1952, he observed Mr. HORTON,
Highlander Folk School Director, throw away a copy of the Romanian News,
Sunday Bdition, dated October, 1952, numbered 206. Rev. SWIFT stated that
HORTON discarded this newspaper in 'I‘Jho Post Office of Monteagle, Tennessee
and he reclaimed the newspaper for Information purposes. Rev. SWIFT stated
that after reading this edition of the Romanian News, he considered it sub-
versive- in nature. ‘

Rev. SWIFT stated that the Highlander Folk School has claimed for
yoars that the purpose of their location at Monteagle, Tennessee 1is to assist
the mountain people in that vicinity. He stated that he has bdeen visiting in
Monteagle and vicinity for the past 35 years and has lived contimally at Momt-
eagle, Tennessee for the pest 10 years. He stated that in visiting with moun-
tain people iIn that vicinity, he has yet to find anyone who has stated that

avmrrma srvmandtal weddh '|-‘\A e Tandarw Thall Mahan] haoe ascedod - Lo

people in eny wvay.

ajd that
sed him some tima age that the
chool was mede up of Communist Sympethizers. Rev. SWIFT ed~

vised the interviewing agent that Hdid not elaborate on the comment
apnd did not give any reasom or basis Tor ing this remark.

vizad that he had been informed 'hv_
that the Highlander Folk School WS & 'Eot
vas unable to furnigh any additional informstion
regarding the comment and steted that Ehad not eleborated on this remark.
He also stated that he has seen extremely large quanities of mail being delivered
et Monteagle Post Office to representatives of the Highlander Folk School. He
stated this mail comes from all over the world and & great deal of it is in the
form of alr mall and speclal dellivery mail. Rev. SWIFT steted that he cannot
upderstand how eny school could recelive this much mail unless it wes engaged in
gome sort of 1llegal or subversive activity.

Rev. SWIFT alsoc edvised the Interviewing agent that he had been Informed
by seversl mountain people, nemes unknown, that while doing day labor on the
grounds of the Highlander Folk School, they had learned that there was a dullding
on the ground of the Highlander Folk School celled the Film Center. Rev. SWIFT
ptated these people hed edvised him that no one, other than Highlander Folk School
perscnnel were &llowed to enter or go near thls dullding. He stated that he had
no other information regarding the bullding, but it seeamsd rather suspicious to
him that & schocl would be po particular in maintaining & bullding and its con-

+snte 4n guch secrecy.

Rev. SWIFT stated that Dr. J. T. BLACKWOOD, & retired Methodist Minister
vho 1s 91 ysars 014 and resides at Monteagle, Tennessee, had cormesnted to him
thet the Methodist Church which wae located in the immediate vicinity of the
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Bighlander Folk School had been forced to close ite doors. Rev. BLACEWOD
informed Rev. SWIFT that this church was farced to close its doors due to

the distractions offered by the Highlander Folk School persomnesl. He report-
edly stated whenever a church service wes in progress, the Highlander Folk
School personnel would plan a demonstration picnic or offer to take the
¢hildren on hikes or rides through the woods and in thie mothod dfistract

then from the church services.

Rev. SWIFT advised that the Highlander Folk School perscormel were
acting as spies in the different churches in the vicinity of Monteagle and
Tracy City, Tenneseee. When asked to© explain what he meant by this, he stated
that they attend a church service without invitation and the next Sunday they
would go to same different church. He stated that to his knowledge, they have
never caused any disturbance at any of these churches, but that they do not
continually go toc the same chwrchk in the vicinity of Monteagle or Tracy City.
He was esked epecifically why he thought they were acting as epies and he could
offer no explination other than the fact that they 41d not attend any church
mgularily- .

Rev. SWIFT also advised that he had heard, source unknown, that several
manufacturing establishments had refused to build in the vicinity of Monteagle
or Tracy City because of the Cammunistic leadings of the Eighlandsr Folk School
vhich was located in the seme vicinity of Monteagle and Trecy City, Temmessee.
They reportedly stated that they 4id not want to bulld near the Highlander Folk
S8chool because the school would continually be causing trouble in the form of
strikes. ‘

Rev. SWIFT stated that he could not furnish any additicnal informatiomn
other then what waes related above. He stated he believed the school was a "hot
bed of Communist" and he based this opinion upon the several events which are
related above. Rev, SWIFT advised he wae unable to furnish any additional in-
formation regarding the Highlander Folk School either in the farm of hearsay or
otherwise. Rev. SWiIFT was orally advised that all pertinent information relating
to subversive activities should be furnished to the FBI, inasmuch as the FBI has
been glven the general responsibilities for the investlgation of subversive actl-
vities within the United States under the Security Program defined by Executive
Orders and Congressional Ensctments. He was Informed that if he recelved any
additional information regarding any subversive activities that he should
immediately notify the Special Agent in Cherge of the Knoxville Dlvision of the
Federal Buresu of Investigation. Closed. . )
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SAC, IKnoxville

Director, FBI (61-7511)
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‘ - INFORIATION CONCERNING

. dmnzm:. SECORITY)

pightap Foll Sokool -
ReBulet doted August 6 1953, directed to the
captioned individual, Monteagle, Tcnneaaee, copies of

which were designated for your office with the request -
that the correspondent be interviewed, .

Eramination of Bur ¢au Jiles fbilé to disclose
the receipt of the results of pour contact. JYou are
requested to forward this information to the Bureau at

once. -

In the event these data have been submnitted to
the Burecu, please Jhrntsh the datc and captton of your

communication.
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Director, FBI REGISTERED MATL 13 /28/53
remanaLATE SATTES
s w7 OFTLCES
EAC, Knoxvills (mo-oo)

DAT.
EIGHLANDER FOLK SCEOOL =~ - . .
Thumbnmil E£ketch . '

IRTERNAL SECURITY - € . Classifi
Declass '

Re SAC Letter 53-T2.
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There are no known sudbversive orgenizations within the EKnoxville
. Divislon purely local in nature, nor ere there eny national headquarters for .
f euch orgenizetions in thie division; hovever, the Highlander Folk Echool, .
Monteegle, Tennessee, 18 occasicnally referenced in comnscticn with security N
z-iter. snd, therefore, the following &ocumentation i being submitted:

Dy r - "
g 7)7 durnished the fo@ Eom!on Tegerding the Eighlander Folk

School, Monteagle, Tennesseei

"The Eighlander Folr Echool 1s an fnstitution located near

AMomtban —Ya Moasmmnoasoaa Ao mum Bomrd B il @ en =BT Voo
FULVWOTELD ATILUOBDUT . J.Ia 48 80 iNBWivivliOn ¥Wild GClEGB08 O

e seminar besls and 4s supported primsrily by donations from
individusls, from lebor unions in the form of payments for
FREIN SN studente who attend, end to some extent by the Fermers' Union. -~ -~ -
It offors courses of Instructlion in lsbor orgsnizetion, soclal
economice, parliementary procedure and the genersl fleld of
lsbor educetion. This echool heg hed Communiet Ferty members
on ite staff end es Instructors,jend hes followed the prectice
. of velcoming CP membere ee students, dbut to my knowledge, the

school has naver offered coursass of instructicn In Cormumist

metters nor hes the C st elemont ;;e;'c;;mpletely con:"
trolied the institution.” 3

//'

Confidentinl In.f'omm:t Knoxville T-2, & governmental agency, has
edvised thet LOUIS FRANCIE BUDENZ, eémitted former editor of the "Deily Worker,"

en Eeet Coest Comnuniet nevepaper and en officiel in the Communiet Party, ad-
viscd on 11/21/52 that the Highlandsr Folk School was pro-Communist.

s

e AT AOTDY 'F‘TTAED T}T

(a

{T-2 15 memo prepared by the House of Represent.at'ives Eelect Camitiee
to Investlgate Foundations end other Organizetl ! V

: 5L TTORMARINE ANRTATE ™
‘{f/’(/ 'HHB BEFZTN IS 1A (510D FD 0. 'P"‘r'r'\'\"'ﬂ'ﬂ'n

\
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Is-C

Kov York sdvised Knoxville by letter 10/26/53 that this informatiom
Rad been made aveilable to New York Office by Bureau letter 2/2k/53, entitled
"Use of Benevolent Trust Funds, Fhilenthropio end Elesemosynary Institutions
to Implement the Programs of Subversive Groups, IS-U," The Bureau inetructed
thet in reporting the material it be atiributed to BUDENZ and the source of
memorande be referred to only by confidential symbol., ‘ .
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FBI KNOXVILLE 3-24-5} 6-15 PM EST
 DIRECT"R, FBI  URGENT

n O . '
MYLES HORTON, WAS., SM - C, HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL, I8 - C. CHATTANOOGA

e B

NEWS-FREE PRESS ARTICLE APPEARING MARUH TWENTYTHREE FIFTYFOUR RELATES
THAT HORTON REPORTS HE WILL G.IVE AN ACCOUBT OF HIS APPEARANCE @s WITNESS
AT SENATE INTERNAL SECURITY SUBCOMMITTEE mﬁnme AT NEW ORLEANS, -
INCLUDING HIS CLOSED HEARING WITH SENATorg JAMES EASTLAND, 'MEETING
SCHEDULED FOR THURSDAY NIGHT MARCH TWENTYFIVE FIFTYFOUR, AT HIGHLANDER
FOLE SCHOOL, MONTEAGLE TENN. IT IS REPORTED MEETING ADVERTISED BY
MAILING AFPROXIMATELY FIVE HUNDRED CAEDS TO PERSONS R:SIDING VICINITY
OF SCHOOL. KX OFFICE HAS RECEIVED TELEGRAM FROM MONTEAGEE, TENKN,, ON
THIS DATE QUOTE FBI, HAMILTON BANK BLDG., KNOXVILLE, TENN, I WILL
DEPORT ON THF EASTLAND HEARING AT HIGHLANDER S:VEN THIRTY PM TOMORROW.
SIGNED MYLES HORTONUNQUOTE, PURSUANT TC BUTEL BEB., TWENTYSEVEN .
FIFTYONE, INSTRUCTING NO CONTACTS WHATSOEVER SHALL BE MADE AT HIGHLANDEX}E'
FOLK SCHOOL AND THAT NO DISCUSSICN SHOULD BE MADE WITH INDIRUDUALS '

CONCERNING HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL, NO ACTION IS BEING TAKEN IN THIS

MATTER UACB.

| SOUCY ﬁ’/
END " //
6-20 PM OK FBI WA fch
TU ' - g
ALLINFORMATIONCONTAINED 1 4/- 777/~
HEREIN ISUNCLASSIFIED ~ ». = ~wsomoeo— :
DATE_GLIst_BY Sk R - W30 oo
IS e
22
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Oﬁice Memommum . UNITED STATES :érOVERNMENT

uuui DL AL
TO 1  Director, FBI (61-7511) (REGISTERED MATL)  DATE: L/T/54 R

rd gj‘-‘

f,fx}?u : SAC, Knoxville (61-12)
r SUBJECT: ( E:[GBLANDER FOLK SCHOOL
IS =g

Re K.noxvi;lle letters to Director 5/4/51, 6/22/51,
1 o e

ana /Ll Dce
Re Bureau lettere to Knoxville dated 5/15/51.

_€ on 3/19/54 I 1
'7C/ Revenue, Treasury Department, advised SA

of this office that he hed again beer instructed to meke an
investigation concerning the Highlander Folk School and 1its
employees in line with the informetion aet forth in referenced
Knoxville memo dated 5/4/51,

stated that he was notifying the
{7c  FBI of this imestigation in that he would gladly cooperate
with Agents of the FBI in furnishing any information through
. official channels that they desired, q stated ke
J would notify Agent?nf the progress is imvesti-
gation and If informatlon was desired concerning his investi-
gation, it could be obtained through officlial channels.

[ - PO, nArtuad ~F +ha

The Bureau will be kept advised of the progress

of nvestigation and if deemed advisable at the
completlion investigation, a request will be
submitted to obta e results of his investigations through

Internal Reverme Bureau,

3
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DIRECT(R, ¥BI

BAC, KNGIVILIE {100-00) .. = .

) ,‘ ; A e Eom el
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Re SAC I.ottar 51;-22 nml wl.ot 11/28/53. o
The thumbneil sketoh onnoorn:lng the Highhnﬁu' EC. _5 /

F Folk Bchool es get out in reflet presently fulfills s1l
I_ requirements 8s sot forth in BAC Letter Sh-22, = .

57{' .—mt |
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HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED }: : G
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF IRVESTIGATION ?{r ot

_ UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE N e

- Mz ™oomo L
M- Do oL

Mr T slireewd

: ATR~TEL Tel. “rem_

N . / M- T . ~an
Transmit the'lfollowmg Teletype message to: /- Miss Gariz._
FEI KNOXVILIE 6/1/54 aCW/usw —
, DIRECTOR ' ol
HIGALANDER FOLK SCHOOL, IS - C. RE KX IET T0 BUREAU L/7/5L.

@ 1 TCRNAL REVENUE AGENT, CHATTANOOGA, ADVISED THIS DATE HE HAS
RECORDS OF HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL IN HIS PossESSION NS

L R Emp—
ron T, v oy (N

T ———

REVENUE DEPARTMENTAL REGULATIO
e INFORMATION IN THE FIELD, BUT IMPLIED IT COULD BE OBTAINED FROM

sureas. v reoeuierers. A

ED

§
:
:

ALL INFORMATION CONTAIN

A S

R =S TTGATION TO BE CONDUGTED WITHIN THE
/%5

| NEXT TWO WEEKS. )T
souc RECOBDER-98 .ﬂm MAIL

, », Feimont I -
Approved: &4\)‘0 '

Speciall Agent in Charge

R e
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To: COMMUNICATIORS
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" CONCERNLNG razs scaooL. O Yo® WILL “aszox a1 PUESE INSTRUCEIONS

L
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BEEIER. RIL INTCOMEATIOR M ¥TATRED - A

\ BTN IS URSTASTIFIZD ;-;g oo
EXCEFTWOERE SHOWY .. . °

Burscw rile g1-o8i1

7

'01'5‘ oN IRLLO’ ONLY: ligklaudcr Folk School ts an insttitutte E
docated mear ¥OwEagle, Tennesses, Classes ore held on & nuuu 3
basis and tnstitution T supporited prturtly by denations Srem i #7eh-
$adividuals, lador wnions and so forth, 8 school Aas lad C'Ollyg:
Porty meaders on tts stafsf es (nstrucgorsiand -

t‘munut Parf neabers gs udente.

| STt 8y 3! onnunfst matters mor the Co
e n.lcuu sver cupuu.ly ‘contrelled the tnstitution. ere '
. me indfcation i Bureaus files to establish that $A¥ Highlander
§ <+ T ScRool is Communist domincted. The lultruotiouc outiined 4n k

e waw TRfPerenced Butél of Febrkary §7, 1051, per instructions ef the .
. ‘directer ps noted iIn & ulorcud"u ,fron ¥ro Ladd to_ the Diresto:
g oA --ﬂnua rcbwry 83, 1051, il T Hi ?
e s, .




