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Southern Public Relations - March 111, 1951 Atlanta 3, Georgia
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I10 Pryor Street, So Io

Hm -1- H°�e"� �Gram ALL INFORMATIOII CONTAINED
Attorney General -;-IWashington, o. c. HEREIN lg UNCLAS92§IFI..DDear Mr. 1k:Grath:  I 92_ Bl

As a member of the Executive Council of the Highlander

Folk School, I was pleased to knolr from l£yles,Horton, the
director, that a number of people had written to you concerning
the recent visit to the School of FBI agents.

It is very disturbing that when the FBI visits the school
the question of Negro attendance there seems to be a contribut-
ing factor in confusing the School with Communism. This is very
dangerous, as I am sure you will 8.gr6Bo

In fact this whole manifestation of confusion in the minds

of reactionary people between unions, Negroes and Communists
comes up often enough to deserve thought and care - and so
basic instruction to FBI investigators, especially those who are
southern and have deep prejudices - against Negroes, and often
against CIC union people-

I have been on the Highlander Council for some twelve
years and have known the School for a longer time. I rarely
miss a meeting. Also I have taught in the School almost every
season and have spent days there. So I can testify from personal
knowledge that the School is a sound, healttw institution,
doing a good job in helping train union leaders  .92FofL as well
35

If high character, devotion to the workers� cause, and
belief that union members will be better leaders and citizens

for having had some "worl-:ers&#39; education" spells Communism, it
can only do so with very ignorant and prejudiced persons-

Even though a sever case of flu prevented my writing nearer
the time of the incident that caused the letters, I am writing new
as I am sure you will want to know that reactions followed the

FBI visit to Highlander. .-a�,
.-  ./

- _ �*1-&#39;_J&#39;, 1/ Cordially you&#39;re,

/a/ Lucy no-�1l�sson
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H Pursuant to yonr reoueet, the eaeteiee �*1 m
letter dated arch 20, 1951, addressed to CongressmanAdam Cloytqgég�bell, J?,, and prepared for your _ --;
signature, has been reviewed. _ . . r __ r

This will advise that we have no objections
or changes to make in connection with your reply to _
Congressman Powell in its present|forI- I 0, therefore,
returning the letter together with your other attoohnentle
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Honorable Adam Clayton Powell, Jr. e
House of Representatives 1 , &#39;
Washington, D. C,,, lv_ -

My dear �r. Congressman: g . g ~,&#39;_ _r� 1

This will refer to your transmittal memorandum of Feb;
ruary 2O,&#39;l95l, addressed to the Attorney General, iorwarding *
a communication, with enclosures, from Mr. Myles Horton, Dir�_ g
ectcr of the Highlander Folk School, Monteagle, Tennessee..@ -

- � .,  - _ ,_

This.material is very similar to material that was §re�&#39;»¢
viously forwarded to the Department by Er. Horton, at which
time the Director u the Federal Bureau of Investigation ed-
vised that he had checked into the allegation made by Er. Horton,
and he wished to assure the Department that the Bureau had never 3
investigated the Highlander Folk School, any representative of
the sd1ool, or any other individual on the ground that the
Highlander Fold School or the irdividual participated in inter-
racial educational activities nor have the Bureau Agents in-
éuired relative to the interracial aspects of that school. &#39; _

It is noted that Mr. Horton, in his letter datd Feb-
ruary, 1951, addressed to "Dear Friend", makes a new allega-
tion in the following words: "What strategy prmted the FBI
Agents to watch the school by night . . ."

The�%ederal Bureau of Investigation, through its Knoxville
office, made a most careful check concerning this allegation that
a physical surveillance or "watch" was conducted on the Highlander
Folk School at night by Special Agents of the Federal Bureau of v
Investigation. The Special Agent in Charge of the Knoxville of-
fice has assured the Director that no surveillance or "watch" has
been conducted either at or in the vicinity of the Highlander
Folk School. *- a

Yours sine erely ,

Peyton Ford
Deputy Attorney General ,

.e:~/./- /5&#39;7�
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It answer year iagairiee raised by an aeaorandaa~���- I
of February 21, and to submit for your approval replies to
Hr. Roger Baldwin and Hr. Peyton Ford of the Departnent.

ETAIL-S� " _ 7

§copgfoj_the_g}ve§tigation oiithe Highlander folk gchool

In order to clarify just what investigation the
Lhoaoille Qgfice has condaatod concerning the highlander !ol!_
School either directly or incidental to developing full infor-
mation on the activities of various individuals, I wish to
advise you as follows:

Under date of October 6, 1939, the Knoxville Q�fice
furnished the Bureau the first reported information concerning
the Highlander Folk School. Ihe first report reflecting"
investigation was submitted under date of April 10, 1941-
lhis report set forth the information on the history of the
school and the people connected with it. Ihe letter and the
report reflected that the investigation was instituted only
after numerous allegations&#39;mere received regarding Uonnunist
activity at the school. No active investigation has been _
made of the school since the closing report dated July 4,
1943. The file fails to reflect any pertinent information
received since that date regarding any recognizable Uolnun
Party activity on7the part of the school itself; however,
allegations of Qoaaaaiet Party eyapathy or activity have
been received concerning persons who were or had been
connected with the school. These investigations Iere directed
solely toward the individuals and not the b�ghlander Folk . 5 ,
School. Some examples of these in one; E

. r.Iillian ihlter Remington, Pe JU |iltonic Energy Act - App; yalty
o Government en lo es; tter - C;

Lo en�
e to Latter _, Loua__u . ,aeaar , , H�
o _ /

moron-25 i 1" - /Z?�Attachments .  �   �    �. &#39;
_ JP" q,9292<92 I 2lAPR &#39;1 1951 ~

: .--~?_1.*&#39;$ ». - �hub &#39;¢¥M�sb92 I &#39;
�-  o s     _92 o



; -67¢;

92

i
1

J&#39;:j""§,�&#39;
�L4� I"&#39;92-&#39;

ea ee-1,0
v>_.~,

- 4-

~

1��

92.- -�I

- ¢¥

- &#39;~ . -...... am-  -
r <&#39;� .

, . . Q i
I

92 &#39; �L �i�

. _ &#39;2&#39;

ya� t
of Government Employees; and &#39;¢3-e
� _ Q n -1;�...  R �
OUUBFIUQ II-lbbtr � III

me agents intervievin

him regarding the gi�hlande lt School. j
�- �-�cated in the our-page�J IIIIUI � J

ched to my memorandum of February 21,
~ 1951, the Highlander Folk School is not a school in the

normal sense but merely has short session labor and so ial
J stgay classes usua1Lw o;.antwo %£gks&#39; duration� 4df ;_~�� _L1»&#39;»b =6" �tk~a. ¢@_,�¢<£.,g§i~vtuuum@4!

°&#39;�������l�T?houg; as siated above no investigation has been
made of the Eiahlander folk School since Jnlu 4- 1943- the r

I 1

i

Due to the volume of applicant cases in the Knox-
ville Office, particularly Atomic Energy Act - Applicant
cases, people living at Honteagle, Tennessee, have been
contacted; however, the Agent; working in that area are
aware of the general nature of the Highlander Folk School
and the Agents have advised that no inquiries have been ladsNconcerning the interracial character of the school. 810
Robey has advised that he has personally contacted all of
the Agents in the Knoxville Office who had worked in Mont-
eagle and vicinity in the past year and all have categorically
denied that they have discussed the interracial character of
the school with anyone and that they have exerted utmost

f caution to prevent anyone from gaining the iapreeeien that
1 I92the school was being investigated by the FBI. .
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gnsmer tggfour Inquiries gaised in Iygkenorgnduu _
3] Egbruary 2;, l§5l,_I%iah is Attached.

l. Ihy was Horton carried on the Knoxville Icy
Figure List and why was the case closed out? &#39;

In June, 1940, Myles Horton, Director of the
Highlander Folk School, was reported as taking an active
part in or attending meetings held by the varioua Communist
Party units in Chattanooga, Tennessee, and vicinity and
that he 1 "ed th 1&#39; &#39; &#39;formu at e po icies and directed the activities
of all the local units, as well as the en &#39; u ounits. hi in ormation was urnished buqiiqhnnniemn ~~
____,_t--H _ ___,-_.__ ___en_ion card was recommended and
approved on Myles Horton. He was later listed as a Key
Figure by the Knoxville Office. Investigation conducted
of Horton between 1942 and 1944 failed to substantiate the
original allegation that Horton was engaged in Communist
activity; therefore, by closing report dated January 25,
1944, the Knoxville q�fice removed Horton from the Knoxville
neg Figure List and the Security Index Card on Horton was

cancelled by letter dated January 7, 1946.

2. You instructed that the Knoxville Office be
advised to make no further contact with the Highlander Folk
School on any latter.

Pursuant to your instructions the Bureau on _
February 22, 1951, telephonically instructed SAC Robey of
the Knoxville Qffice to lake no further contacts at the
Highlander Folk School on any latter.

3. You inquired, "Ihy did we utilise such cumber-
some procedure to get to the bottom of charges nude by Horton
in December, 1950?"

It has been the practice in the Security Division
to immediately note direct contact with any individual who
might make an unfounded allegation against the Bureau. In
this instance we didn&#39;t go directly to Horton upon receipt
of his December 10 1950 let-he b nnni2ad �him- _.- ___. -_. __, ___-, ___-cr -ecause we reg;a;;;:,_£u,_

K as a_t1!o.u.bleynq.lze; and felt *he*_no.th_ing_nmu1d-J:e gained by
n ap roach. we were wrong and I regret that we didn&#39;t
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A-1go to hin �§l_.Ll¬d!TQ$Qly and obtain specific his atd
compel him to either prove or retract his s ent. 7

4. In connection with using�

..-I j7p as a source of infornation, you advised was
- -I being contacted for infornation on the act es of the

�Highlander Folk School. You asked why.

-
I

.7

r

I
I

_,�___ .-- , --- ----w¢&

Pursuant to your suggestions, there is attached Lg
hereto for your approval a proposed reply to Roger Baldwin
of the American Civil Liberties Union in which it is pointed 7�
out to him that the interracial character of the Highlander
Folk School has never been considered as the basis for any
investigation conducted by this Bureau.
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1951, Dealing_wjth;Qort¢8poQdengej£;g§ggylee_§Qrtgn,

_ _pireotor of the Highlander Foli School B

There is attached hereto a ne

tFord dated February 19, 1951, with pho
Horton&#39;s letter and attachments to Fey
with Mr. Ford&#39;s draft of a reply to Ho
pondence regards the sane unfounded al
of the Knoxville Q�fice have construed
nature of the Highlander Folk School a
It is not believed that the Bureau aan

Ford&#39;s draft reply to er. Horton. Our
obviously should not conduct interview
Folk School with stenographic or other
the interview. The attached reply for
Peyton Ford points out the reason why
not be followed. lhere is also attach
information a copy of the summary neno
cerning the Highlander Folk School.
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agree with Feyton
Knoxville Office

in the Highlander

persons recording
your approval to
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d for Peyton Ford�:
andua prepared con-
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There is attached hereto a memorandum from Peyton
Ford dated February l9, 1951, which sets forth the contents
of a letter directed to the Attorney General from Albert B-
Barnett which aleo regards the unfounded allegation that
Agents of the Knoxville Qffice were investigating the
Highlander Folk School because they surmised "that the
free admission of&#39;Negroes as students at Highlander con-
stituted evidence of Communist point of view." Obviously,
.Fyles Horton has persuaded Dr. Barnett to write ittorney
General HcGrath in order to strengthen Horton�: complaint
against the FBI. For your information, Dr. Barnett is
mentioned in the Bureau files. Ihese references reflect
that Barnett has been connected in one way or another with
ihe following organizations which have been subject to
considerable Communist infiltration.
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Southern Conference for Human Ielfare � At a
dinner held on Hay 6, 1947, for the benefit of the Southern
Conference for Human Ielfare at Chicago, Illinois, Dr.
Albert E. Barnett was listed as a sponsor and speaker-

 loo-10355-33?!

The files also rejlect that Dr. Barnett was one
of the members of the Ad Hoc Committee which welcomed the
Reverend Hewlett Johnson&#39;s arrival at La Guardia Airport in
November, 1948. Unusual publicity resulted from the fact
that the so-called "Red Dean�s" first application for a visa
was turned down due to the fact that he was sponsored by &#39;
the National Council of American Soviet Friendship.  This
organization has been declared to be within the purview of
Executive Order 9835.! �00-146964-14??! &#39;

The QDaily Worker" of Hay 20, 1949, reflects that
275 prominent individuals had signed an open letter urging
that Congress reject the Atlantic Pact and called upon
President Truman to settle issues now outstanding through
direct negotiations with the Soviet Union. Dr. Barnett
was one of the signers. �00-3-81-A!

Committee for Peaceful Alternative to the
Atlantic Pact - On August 21, 1949, Dr. Barnett was listed
as an individual from Illinois who had signed an open
letter to Senators and Congressmen ur ing defeat of President
Truman&#39;s arms program. �00-364437-73

Hid-Century Conference for Peace - In Chicago,
Hay 29-30, 1950, Dr. Barnett was carried as a sponsor of
this organization JTOM the Chicago area.  l00�364437-36 p.22!

Methodist Federation jor Social Action - He was a
delegate to a meeting o the organization held in Ohio,
July 18 to 21, 1950.  £1-3615-41!

Ho investigation has ever been conducted concerning
Dr. Barnett; however, as indicated above, there is evidence
""fFt:ting that he has been connected with organizations
which have been subject to Communist infiltration. In the
attached memorandum to Peyton ford, he is advised that Dr.
Barnett has been misingormed by Myles Horton with respect -
to nature of our interest in the Highlander Folk School.
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�Aim /� X� r t
_ There is attached hereto proposed letters to
Roger Baldwin and to Peyton Ford for your approval.

E-QDD w_QH � 2-23:§1D&#39; W7� 4

The Director further inquired as to why IOPI
complete details were not furnished in the first instance
concerning the extent of our investigation at the Highlander
Folk School.

Inasmuch as the issue raised by Horton and Baldwin
was to the effect that Special Agents of the Federal Bureau
of Investigation had confused interracial education with
communism, the background information furnished in our
original memorandum was designed to cover that issue-

Ie now realize that we did not give the Director
sufficient background to enable him to properly evaluate
this situation.

Ie will lake every effort to avoid this in the

future-
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Chattanooga, Tenn.,
voluntarily furnished an agent of this division the
following information:
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Both men were thanked for the above information

and informed they would not be interfering with any
investigations being conducted by the FBI. No other

_comments were made concerning the Highlander Folk
School. I " a -

The above information is being furnished to the &#39;
Bureau for information purposes, and no further action
is being taken by this division. A

It should be noted that if a comglete ;ngesti5§-
e.eme the Int @¬Q§l:§§ i*ii&#39;
re ardipg the Highlander FQIE School thgwresults of
SW5 T��7@&#39;S._..,5_&#39;� mYYW�m .1..L£ase§mesTPh&#39;

srrg�te�r�gg esf§ET§Iff�Eonce;Qigg*§gu£gg§wof incom
1?�*Y�I¬"sdHb3TT��Hbwev§?TwYh view of previous instruc-
&#39;tid�§�rEcéi¥%¬�from the Bureau, no effort will be made
to obtain such information unless instructed to do so
by the Bureau.
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SAC, Knoxville ll! 15, 1951  "N

�_ Director, FBI . . .,  .RE V - _  I. o. I - � __ �  __  ._ if J .-
00RDE0_ E axcmunna you scaool.  N

117 1a&#39;r1-zmm. szcunxn c
it Y wue 61-&#39;15!-1 -<- 74  "_

Reurlet dated Iey 4, 1951, Ihioh re�ects that the Interns]. E
Revenue Bureau my conduct s couplets investigation of the High1snder__  -
Folk School. - " " &#39; N� " O &#39;

The Knoxville Office should discreetly arrange, if possible,  .
to obtain a copy of the investigative report concerning this school 1&#39;rol;.
the Internal Revenue Bureau. . E &#39; - - .   .- _ &#39;

.* " � .- 71- �.� &#39; ~ .- ~

The Bureau should be promptly advised or ell developments.
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with reference to the attached letter from Herbert}, H _ J_

Monte Levy, Staff Counsel of the American C1Y;1_L1bOP�1GBgl&#39;@f".&#39;T
Union, there are two issues involved»?,;§%¥-»>;5w;3»4_. p &#39; �u

- - �  - - d   ,.-. 4 &#39;- . .

~
&#39; - »- .. - � -&#39; -&#39; e  _ _ __ �- !»-. - 4;|, £_ 1

The first issue - Does the FBI�ccnsider interracial ,-,-
education as somewhat subversive and does it ash questions.on
this basis of neighbors, E, Y h "§§§f;}f¬;»- Q? A eh :_§@.-ref,

- " - - -- _  g~ - -_-.,,: __    . .,. __ .

Investigation which was made in Fehruary proves this i;i,._ .
view without foundation. To re-check the matter, I called eke, -
QAU Robey at Knoxville and asked him if we hadjcontactedoW,c- ; .
heightors. he stated every Agent working in that area had F�§;}*@¬_
been ouestioned at least twice and we had not contacted neighbors.

Collateral to this issue is the attempt of the American _.
Livil Liberties Union to force the FBI to issue instructions *-5;»;
concerning comments on interracial education. There is no needjfi
for such instructions since they are part_and parcel of the; Q=* &#39;
I,reeu&#39;s operating procedures and policies.* To issue suchf] -
inscrudtions would in;effect admit that_such_a condition Q
aristed. To date there is no proYen_case to substantiate this; ;

e second issue has to do with contacting the Highlander &#39;Th
11&#39;-�U111 5011001. _ . : &#39; &#39; - _ - &#39;-   � .� - &#39; _ .

&#39; &#39; � � I �# &#39; ~ &#39; &#39; - . . .  ! _

The minutes of the Highlander Executive Council for
Jp�uarj 22 and 23, 1951, which92uere forwarded to the Attorney
General reflect that �because of previous misunderstandings i
in interview with FBI agents, the Highlander Director  Myles-M:
?~*!on! shall speak for the staff.and shall ask that allfL4;,¢; 92-3_
"~~"+*ons posed by any FBI agents be put_in writing, and sha11;;,

1 .

I

make his replies in writing -_provided legal counsel advisesTt�_h
this actions" This condition is, o§;course, impossible, and �- . 1
on February 22, 1951, instructions were issued to the §no;villeJQgd,_
office to make no further contact with the Highlander Folk" .¢.Jvi
School on any matter. p &#39;

A letter to Levy is attached.&#39; _
/*1-=on ALL INFORMATIONCONTAINED 4//I ..,i &#39;/-Le1?T;":&#39;3MC B in t HERElN?UNCLASSlF|ED &#39;|@&#39;<§�~r-"===-egg» I»
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Ir. Tracy.

- Ir. Barbe

no-. J. n  - �"-ldgr oover r . MM:
Director 92r_I.-.~ .
Federal IBu.reau. or Investigation -�-""&#39;*

KI. Mob: .�&#39;5&#39; �°P°�"&#39;�°�* °� "�°&#39;°�°° ALLINFORMATIOEH CDNTAINE ...........
Washington 25, D. O. , _

HEREIN �S "?t&#39;C:.!~�.SS§F!E|�! """""i* "
Dear Hr. Hoover: Q2 F-i�
I have recently reexamined the exchange of em-..p.e&�.�i&#39;.e.; &#39; etween ox
Mr. Baldwin and you of last Februargr concerning the Highlander 1i�oTi_Jr
School. Your letter was most certainly responsive to Mr. IBa1d92-:i.n&#39;s
inquiry.

92H°W°�VB1&#39;» B careful reexamination of the correspondence leads us to
�-Itlioto that hr. Baldwin, i�i� vrote you in his personei capacity
rather than as an officer offhis organization, did not quite hit t1
point which was troubling the&#39;High1a.nder Folk School authorities.

The real concern of the School and oi� eeveranl nmhers oi� our Board
who have been contacted by the school authorities is that some ques-
tions addreesed by F.IB.I. investigators to neighbors of the School

iled the neighbors to believe the questions were indicative of an
�attitude on the part of these agents that inter-racial education is
�somewhat subversive. We are confident that this does not re�ect 8-nj
II�-.IB.I, attitude. For do we know whether the interpretation of the
neighbors as to the pm-port&#39;o:E. the questions was reasonable or un-

lreasonable. We wonder however, whether, to avoid future repetitions
lei� such mr:-ide-..n.t-oi it mght not be possible to issue appropriate in-
structions to your agents to guard against any implication on their
part that inter-racial education is necessarily subversive.

If *&#39;, &#39; H I�
We note also in"y�pur 1etter"o&#39;£ i�e�brua.r;y 26 that you have issued app:-1
priate instructions to <Lieconti_m1e any direct contacts to represents»
tives of the School. hut again, although you were not informed of it
Mr. Horton had not been opposed to contacts being made at the School.
Indeed, it would seem most-�hnwiise to discontinue direct contacts with

lthe school representatives, hath from the point of View of the F�.&#39;�.T.
the students, and 1-Ir. Horton. Doubtless the 1.3.1. would be able to
get much better and fuller information from the o��:I.c_ia-ls of the
School than from the neighbors who alone are novpbeing contacted.
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoot»; -a-  @111 1a. 1951
. _

L
1
ll

�I night ed-:1 that I have communicated. my views to Hr. Horton, and that he lharea "é them fully. As he states in a letter to us dated April Ill-, �I have no objection i
J to direct dealings with the 1.3.1» on matters oi� internal security or in regard
1 to �legitimate inquiries. F0 purpose would be served .-- by my failure to cooper--l

ate in such matters.� He also agrees that the real concern is the issuance of t
appropriate directives to your agents concerning comments on intexhrecial educa-U t-ion. �
We should appreciate your commente-

A Respectfully yours,

92 / ., - J

_ Herbert Konte Levy
Staff Counsel
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> .92p�    _ ; . .A _: � -, ,_r - -":3 &#39; &#39;1d _ _= n __V _ 1- 92 .

-~§�-35 lq  B b  Ho  if - " "o J�:   __  Y  ._ or er ate $89; .. - V.  -e 4 - - -  -- -
. . - . v &#39; - �, -v � Staff Counsel &#39;  o - &#39; -

h�   mo w>¢+a-- v»i-- &#39; ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
J�vo_r1_r:s Joanne -  -_ . &#39;
_Ie_u fort 10, loll fort _ �;I~ ~ .,% HEREIN EU2CLASSlHED��ea? Ir- Ileana I  I "    &#39;v&#39;"- �" *Ii&#39;.&#39;v - - �.&#39;,

1 . - �&#39; .

� " &#39;-I uieh to acknowledge your letter If April 18¢
1951, with farther reference to� the allegatione of In :-
i!u1ee_£orton of the Highlander folk School--A, e  , i

t �� Ihen Ir�. Io:-ton first ails-fed that interracial -
education was considered "8o1!eiohat eabversiue" by the J�A1�.- .
and the basic for inueetigatiorg we made a oer; careful cheat _
into the matter. Ie could _find no baeie {or corroboration
of lfr. For-ton &#39;e etatenent although it nae quite obvious that
theee allegation: had been widely disseminated by Hr. Horton. h
There are no facts to substantiate Ir... Horton &#39;e position
that FBI Agents considered interracial education as "subversive,
nor did the Agents col� oueetione which �could permit any such in-
preceioa to be conveyed. In aim of the long-standing policies
of the FBI and the absence of any proueainotancee afviolations
of theee policies I ea» no necessity then, nor now, to" reiterate
our policy. fhe very thought that interracial education is
a one is fo__r the conclusion of "oubuep-eion&#39; is cc for removed i &#39;

,  <__92iE"7from the operations of the re: um I ace no purpose to be
 J; 11:: �.:i-&#39;:1&#39;._*_&#39;;&#39;jr.&#39; t � B

eerped inmcnding out any instructions on this eubjecttat ..
this ti_nc.<*~� &#39; U; e . |�q A =-� 3

-&#39;_&#39;h.&#39;.s"�.-1&#39;. ,. &#39;  , &#39; r "7 .
<1-1-}. &#39;1&#39; have noted your comment-as*"to� the deairabiltii .~=-

* IA.� gf dealigg Iiiirectlydloith the Ei�hiander 1&#39;01; Schogletf ,.  a 8-:§&#39;6O&#39;l§Yy:_ of we id do on to g cqoion;g¢__.ou; as con� a]_ _:&#39; _f71¢7uith&#39;_Hr. ,a~a�¢:.Ie; .t has alum �c, iliin -Pay-*v&#39;ii~|oh*the¬t the n t .1? -_ Q. 4!!-;-.A� . II 1 .. _ , I as
accurate lofc|r;n_otion"can be obtained directly ran then,� ~interested partieo;�_rather thaa_fron&#39;thdi&#39;rcct&#39;i{q:Li ie&#39;e�°&#39; -H�

. 1.

c: SAC�, �ew -York  Pith copy $3� inco n§&#39;!-{&#39;>�~*&#39;£ -. 1�
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indicated, explain this deletion.

M E A .4-w £70 4? t
Deleted under exemption s!   p with no segregable
material available for release to youj /

l:l Infonnation pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request.

Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only.y-|
L....._l

uocumen�s! originating with the following government agency ies! &#39;7 . _

_ I _ . was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you.

Page- s! referred for consultation to the following government agency�es!; _i_____________,_
__ ,__. if W_.___ _   _ .__.__ as the information originated with them. You will

he advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI.

_._ kagotsl withheld for the following reason sl:

l,_i ,For your information: �_____r _ _

ber is
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d for reference regarding these pages:
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- Reference ie made to the memorandum dated t
Ha? 3. 1951, which the Attorney General received from
3°"l@°P Henry Cabot Lodge, Jr., attaching e letter ~
d°t°d Ml? 1| 1951 and e New Tork�¬ompaa8&#39; �w
article dated April
Senatorl

oned

BB Br- tic es of this corree- Nd
pondence for our filee end ere returning the originals &#39;
herewith to you. . --_, ~r t=<_;. ~. ; t _ -j A;
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Secretary
J . Edger Hoover
Federal Bureau. of Inveetigati on

GFI GT-EA�-"D r
SCHOOL C.F=F1E

,z==,-����

3.1�?

3 Washington, D. C. {_  K�- _, #"�.j&#39;
l

Dear Friend: 6, &#39;
1

you will �bear with me.

92

and cannot be located-

copy of that letter.

�l , Cordially yours ,

1 �C-P J - 929292V3�@ ljferesx

yr l&#39;lEREll�l S Ul��§LFé$$lFlED l
f DI-92TEllJ-l-Y� C9 ,_

Department of Justice � I , !, _
z

» 7Z»�»f%~?5�¬7
Herbert l=.o:13*.{v;r �

. Staff Counsel Q4. 2/1�� [C I J 3&#39;2 I   ./7  I �I� ll  I�   >.ll-¢�-hr"5  {J El lg
.7-

; Clmlrmln, Nn�encl Colnllrlffn Guard Consul �hp-gy _

nu. uon...:..._...
Ir.  llvln ---._

!_l,l&#39;J*|5l5I|I-
Ir. Bo-nu ..-..

In &#39;I�r0uv-......_...

Ir. Harlin -.&#39; ..-..

I 21�.
1.1.1.. .-....
Talc. Boon -._.______

Ir. N0uo_..________

Hlll�lldy _ ___ma�a.- 8/� &#39;
I am highly embarrassed to write this letter, but I do hope _. &#39;-

J Z-�r. T-Toover was I-zind. enough to write me on this subject e. few
weelcs ago in response to E. letter I wrote to him, and I now
find to my shame that the letter has gone astray in our files

refore wonder if I could. prevail upon you to send me a.

with many thanks and deep appreciation in advance, I am

. -X

yr&#39;ALLlNFlZ~RMATlONCONTAINED&#39;  -
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/_ 7.5//- /7%] IRFCORDEQ . 3? ,

llr. Herbert Monte Levy e &#39; - � &#39;

fzgfcgfzugig�lbLiberiuiee Ulnion    h
170 ,-ma ,,,,,,,,,> V e , _ V HEREIN �NCLASSEFIED  "
New fork 10, Kev Tori   I
Dear Hr. Levy: _&#39; -  --. Q   &#39;_  1

l �Your Ietixer of ifay 18; 1951,? ode;-5133a" I W
to my Secretary, has been referred to my attention _+
and in accordance with your request, I an enoloa ing;
a copy of my oommunioationio you of April 20, 1951-�

You may be our-e&#39;that&#39; I am glad to be of
ass istanoe in this instance and if I can be of
further aid do not hesitate to communicatewith me. _.

.1 -. _ &#39;
{C-I &#39; - � v
- i Q - A A st 1 &#39;if 5. . . ;,~ _ ncere y _ "&#39;--&#39;74 ["051-Z_ J�?-IICE < J. E6581� 35% __

I e- �h*- .
"H IJ H� #00» .

9 5961;�?!

-

H--"&#39;

P  � ... �I

1 "-3

J _-_. ,4�:
uhe:;_&#39;":;"_""&#39;
J1-l1lr______

Dire or"s 1et&#39;ber &#39;bo Mr. Levy of 4-20-51. .- �_ &#39; l Z

r"-13.�,/&#39; _ � U &#39; ~ .1� 1
1. v �ml ff  Cr 65$�: __ _ ;___ VI. W_v_*£_ W ._ .

9292.

1.

Fnc ure_ -7   &#39; ..

h an 9292 .1� ,1 _,
SQ� Q 5 N1.� &#39; 7 PI In  -t

� 1M3� .,w&#39;.�__92 _.
. U.� �-~ "
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O�i�a? Z92/I6�20rmZ6iZ¢m - UNITED sures GOVERNMENT

TO I
/36� �

/*4FHm

= maacwoa, FBI DATE: June 22, 1951

= sac, KNOXVILLE 1

sisstmmss Fem so
INTERNAL sacrmxwv -

F� &#39; v
 Bufile 61-7511!

Re Bureau memorandum dated S/l5/El to the
SAC, Knoxville.

t ernal
Revenue, Treasury Departnen_, advised agents oi this
office on 6/14/51 that as of that date no investiga-
tion of the Highlander Folk School has been instigated.
However, he stated he anticipates in the very near
future that his department, along with Special Agents
of the Treasury Department, will conduct a full in-
vestigation of the income, expenses and operations of
the Highlander Folk School and its personnel.

-he

He stated he would keep agents of the
FBI informed of the progress made in this and would
be willing to allow agents of the FBI to review the
results of such investigation.

_ This Division will maintain contact with
3 .;,- and will keep the Bureau advised as to the
� �*� progress made in the investigations by the_Interna1

Revenue Department.

61-12

j a

F HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED »  IoATE.4¢11Lad BY6P&#39;r1§%§Q/" J t,-$7}
_ JNA&#39; nan-125 ; / 73
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=Director, FBI DATE: October 16, 1951
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_ _ &#39; anon� ,7; sac, Knoxville. _ r %
SUBJECT: HIGHIANDER FOLK SCHOOL ,

SECURITY Mmzrzxa c _
"1
1&#39;

Relet from Knoxville to Bureau dated B-13-51.

Snteml Revenue, 11- S-
Treasury Department, Chattanooga, Termessee, advised an agent of this
office on October 13, 1951, that as of that date no action had been
taken by his department or by the special agents of the U. S. Treasury
Department in connection with an investigation of the Highlander Folk
School or any of their personnel. He again stated he would immediately
advise agents of this office of any information developed as a result
of his investigation.
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I11"-HLANDER FOLK scnoor. , 92 5&#39;INTERNAL sacunrry - c 1 //&#39; 1%� __ -
ReY.xlet_ dated 10/16/51.
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On April 17, 1952, Internal
Revenue, U. S. Treasury Department, advised that no investi
gation has es yet been conducted of the Highlander Folk .
School and its personnel by Treasury Agents. He aided that
because of a desire by the Internal Revenue Bureau to look
into the tax returns of gamblers and racketeers his office
had been ordered to discontinue any investigation of the
Highlander Fblk School for an indefinite period of time.

He advised that he would notify the FBI in the event that
investigation was to be conducted at a future date. In
view of these facts this case is being closed administratively
bi the Knoxville Office pending receipt of this advice from

.=1~1c1:>
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lbnteagle, Tenn.
Jvlv 31. 1953

Ir. J. Edgar Hoover.
Igggrgl gareau of Igfornation.* @- ";r;*;,

. /I ~",_
Iashington, D. C. - _.-,"7;;-

&#39;3�? ,_�K ¢� - ..  &#39;
Dearjfr. Hoover: l e 1  J  __~

Highlander Folkal�chpol, about three niles of Iontsagle,
is 5elieved&#39;by many citisens around here,to be one of_thi
hottest beds of Communist teaching in the United States,
It §QQ!§ they get a half bushel of nail a day. People �
around here can&#39;t understand what it all means," =;�;&#39;J
They have been here for years. They claim they are hers
to help the mountain people, but no one knows of any l
one around here they have helped. &#39; = . ~ 1
"&#39; � � &#39; " -- �--- ~�-* &#39; *n~w that it is e ��-�

It &#39;18 QUWQRI �IO I8, JFUII. vnuu a 0 u , van-I . ..

communist center, ihat can be done about it? Iho has _
the authority to act in finding out about it? y :,;

Sincerely y ]_ ~

/s/ I. 1. Swift

P.S. This is a confidential letter. A �

/s/ Rev. I. 4. Swift.�
*&#39;- . Z

J -* -1"�:-.3

_,.- �
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.__~

92
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  QEQDRDEIJ-31 fear letter eeeee J!!! 31;, 2953,. lee ooee"re_3¢�$9I&#39;Il;;;;.

 one the net ieee oehteh prompted your ee!IIl!99*§l!__!_.&#39;T¢,&#39; _ .. app!-eciated._ 7  �e &#39;  &#39;4" �t - - 7 V &#39; ;t.-Q? "&#39;   �
_p . u ,, _, _ t &#39;* _, ._ 17 2,�-� },_�.,__

&#39; *�T.�_:   1&#39;e"etee of the eontente of [oer letter III fi39&#39;If&#39;O4..5II
- the Special Agent in Charge of our Ineeellle 9!/$9?  �"§3

lgent eenteet gee to the near feterey _� __   .  �Z -&#39;§&#39;~;";&#39;_&#39;,_;___
-1  .  .&#39; -&#39;-. e&#39;-  --" 3 &#39;..

_ -  __-_  -¬.=-.6-.7 -1 ,~~ ;;»;»e Q-_~;__;   _ ~.-; J, Ii_ieere1y_v|e�ere,;.$.f;<»¢v____ _  at
�  " * " * -&#39; - �1 .&#39;~; -T-e �T� e»-_h_&#39; --.- .~s:_;+ .~.. ui"- -e�92-.;év.: I  i=-

.� 1.�

Bil YNFORMATIDN CONTAINED �

. �HEREIN IS UHCLAi~§lF|ED A _&  };_rohe £6901� .I_e_eee_r ,_ ,__  . A ..

I � °�T£�q@�BY    e 1   Y  an-=;~.
� 92 . - ~=>

> - - . &#39; ,.- &#39;�_ _ � .~ 1 .. ._

. 3."  200 � SAC, Ina.-rvtlle fi/£nc1&#39; re!  -.T3-&#39;4
w 6 t �I! r 92 &#39;

.  "j &#39; �T  &#39;lureau ftlee refle t_&#39;tn4_It fl lleeenber 229142 the"-Z if
eorreepondent couuntcated with the Bureau concerning �QI_l-l_¢f]-�.5

.� §_ d_e1 tnquency nettere and ego afforded n,0ord_te1 ac knoI.1w§nII_t92-"=;&#39;
 "5&#39;  -�~  �_ &#39; -&#39;."-Q�  7"  -  44- In "  _ �-- -� .15 V5�-4 _,._._"_..-  _=~  �f _ &#39;~--� -fhe letter eftueineeledgehent trhein� .8_1l!1e¢~i§_%�°§$&#39;*"

if plain envelope tneenueh ee &tJ�_t__1l|l_¢_i9_ltee_ ;¢_,h¢_l$* §Q;_Qe_,§_§I&#39;_Q__ _Q! - 1den_.ttty be .§ept eonftdenttlle -<   � &#39;_  _~-.  &#39;1?  _
,-M F I.-<_ �_ -  ~  I-_ _ e  _  .,,.;_.-,"

2.�; "4&#39;e_-U ._&#39;:¢Bureau �ies Fefleot that o eeiui-I ,§nv__eottgat*le_n;¢f§�_&#39;t
p  &#39;:&.*&#39;a1--f-2-�L%9,~&#39;*¢--F11?-»-*°&#39;*&#39;"1 "&#39;5! °{°&#39;"&#39;_�2 ¥9 -n&#39;§&#39;!fff§§i!§"&#39;l"f."fT5

- In 0 I00 ennun e con e er. on e &#39; _ -&#39; >_;1.*:.~-.  net"di3c1ee�e pertinent Information {teceiveye lniemt &#39;1lete]_»==+-=1--- tndiod�pg Couuniet Party activity ~92_gnll|92g_$_rt �e e eeheeiy
however, allegationogegf Uonnuniet Barty oy irhqgqgugcttvttyIzllun _._
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Ia regard to the gighland folk school Iareau  .
teletgpe to Knoxville dated February 2&#39;7, 1951, tletrllated �

-nuozetlle to advtee all ageate tlat__ao_d$eouee_;ea_- _  ; , ..

ehgoutid he made} fith aay__ind�_ivt&#39;d�la.i
e -  .  1�-1.   � .1--._.,__ _...,.r�7§ _--21

lureau"1ette&#39;r eeue |ny�1s,-;1s-51,o"�i~aqq&#39;iqe]&#39;eh�""xn A e"
to dteereetly obtain} eopg*,ef=the lurllll If ll�ii�ll ll <h__,-;
"investigative reperteoneeratng the eehoolt. It? o ed ;;_&#39;- 1°�

plea.-ville reported that the lureau of Jnternal Jovenagg
tion of the &#39;eehoel had been peetponed and --thelareaa  _ 1
ievenue iieaid aciviee fiat-ville affiee ii the earef=it;�tiii,&#39;;*�i.."&#39;fe&#39;;:~
in ueettgatten nae conducted;  ,_-�*_-;;-  .-;-."-~_ ;-,3.;_*92.-_ie&#39;§�é&#39;r   ,1�, |_a 4-.-.3 __§ _-_|";;.��: _- - �- " - *  - f    .-, =&#39;_.§L_-f-;7;_-L:

- In vteneef the oohtehte of. the &#39;p6rreepo&#39;adent &#39;3?�
communication you are requeetedto deeignate an ageat,,i-ijiiz �
dteereetly oontaot the-correspondent ae eoan&#39;ae PO88£§1l iI� .
obtain fr-on ht: the baeie and eubetantiatton for the allegation
llldl ta hie letter hearing te__ and the,_lureau�_&#39;,et jg§,etreotI§a4_- e,f_.
Ieoruarg 89 .1961 &#39; _�§berv&#39;eia!efOIve-lentltlld�&#39;§�%&#39;;§?§ii_ 1

&#39; $3 _ � I�. �- - -�..=... - .L �es &#39;_ =-I! -- 5�; >?  =1!-2"   � -. -&#39;

h In regard to the eorreepondent &#39;e tnquiriee eet out in
his letter he should be orally advised that all pertinent .

&#39; edinformation, relating to eubvereiue aetiettt_e_e ehea._ld_ele,,Pern_ie_hto the 1&#39;31� tnaeauah ae the III hae heea given -thegenera
reeponeihil ttiee for the tnueettgattoa of eubueretve aitfi t i�_i,&#39;-
Itthtn the United states under the eecurlty program ,_Q_I_f�II�:&#39;__92,3&#39;:;_&#39;.:.�.
by I;-ecuttv_e_ Orde;-e__and Congreeetonalfeaactaente� --:~fr*;._�_ he
  - ;@*:==;e.-mi,-.-.¢:== =:==1e1ee&#39;te==e==l:Ee"§= $e=t§eet;é5£1::i.?;

Itth the eorreeponden-He allegation: aetthout nearing� epectff,6"i&#39;
Bureau authorization ae eet forth in the lanual of Ihetrfgattgae,

�_&#39;  3� � w &#39;i&#39;he reeulte of the dnteruieu ehould he _!I&#39;0Ijf_1I&#39;__.&#39;;e_,,�&#39;,&#39;~_,_5-._-;~__-
furntehed �to the par-_ea_u_ Iith referene_e__.b_e$_hg lode t_e,j_6h__ig,~_.;<&#39;_;,ee&#39;..=,;___
1&#39;�""_. "  " P   &#39;1 J?-£3

� - »   �   " ;. we-1.--~»;~_r
&#39; - 1&#39; -� &#39;- . . -_1 e=- &#39;,»- � - - ~ 1». --  .- _.< �-3�- .

¢- » ¢ "/"2 3 *- -.",:i"&#39;l&#39;:  h� - 2.�-� .. _&#39;  3,:-,2�-;
T - � 3 &#39; 92 &#39; �- . &#39; - I�!-I . � -&#39; . 1 - Q e. * _" "� "� �-_ _ . A . ,-_, . , . -s.. �g. _ e__* - 1 - II -at -~- -r-_<. -.*- - --- , , .;- &#39;,,.�l,-;.1I;;""*"&#39;- .: , �- ,-- - . � _q,_-_- � .�:&#39; �1 . , _,, -�. _ �" ~ _ _._-� _92 * � r " . a E;-" -&#39; ~92 k * ..92- _ ,;¢I~&#39;P_-<~ --

�- ¢&#39; * ~;_92.. __. �- _&#39; -4*� .5  -V� -A :-_�--&#39;*-;92;--� �_ -F} - " 0- L "  V "" {&#39;5 I! -75&#39; " F1 &#39;,re.;p:1_;,�P"?�-"&#39;_!!92, .3; ;{"�1I;i"J_w.T"_-�._.»§A" ._. _ ,
&#39;1 I� 92 ,3 &#39;

,1 <-

- "&#39; 1&#39;.» ..-u &#39; -_ ~�:-_ _ .� --�..-_-..�-*..|- -_-wt. .~. --92._ .-� --1. ,"u;-,&#39;_;�.92-A&#39;»�*="

-8-

- n-

- ¢ -- . . .: ..,  h -<�that a |u_mber&#39; if oentaate were aadi with thejereau
Illlllllll �fer thie par-poe&#39;e¢ Jgyletter dated April-.815;-,¢___ __ ;*i_-3:§%�.$L§=_,�_-
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_lsnder oly coool,

rton ong-time head
nness $1ose associate of

Co~~unist Party mam ers.
 SCHE!, a cited organizati
{ECE?!, successor organize
Cormunist, were rrincinal
when latter organized in 1
Kr. �legg accused �ureau A
regarding visits of Negros
release released by School
of southern oeoole. Horto

Se ersl, Senator Estes �sf
allegations found by �urea
Qenersl stated that the �o
nrocedure for future inter

Director of School only so
sucstions nosed by Bureau
subrit renlies in writing.
ka"e no further contacts w

lirited to main files on B

reoort dated Qotober Q, 19
acc*rdence with Executive

"See" references since tha

rorted ingtrnwental in sts
Attorney eneral ?ursuant

known I <

ctive in southern bonference for Human Helfare
on and outharn Conference��ducationa1 FunQ_
tion to SCHW.* Horton and _on West,
organizers of rrogra~ highlander Fol
932. In Becewber, 1950, Horton in 1
gents of questioning neighbors cf F0
s to School and also of stating that
would be considered ommunistic by

n made similar charges in letter to
auver, to the nress and to others.
u to be false. Horton in letter to

uncil of the School was considering
views with �ureau Agents, i. e., of
eak for entire staff and of having a
Agents out in writing. Director of

Bubseouentl Knoxville Office inst- I Y �Q &#39; _, -V-.;
hate"er at olk ~chool. Present rev

orton and Highlander Folk bchool, an
D7, concerning SCHW which was nrener
Order 9835 and which contains sumnar
t sumwary were also reviewed.* Horto
rting the �orkers alliance, d sisnat
to Executive Jrder 1Oh¬0.

known Q�Y7&#39;
1»: §@h<1r>l-f;;&#39;
et er-t§�f.
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a majority

Attorney
Horton&#39;s

Attorney
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havlngithej
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School to
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the South and uatlon and in fact
1 lot of the world would not be
owe:-N1: 91&#39;» um: hill It I01�. UQEI!
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&#39; hepplf living in retirement hen.
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{Q11-time lemons Moth let preach-
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gurch paper: tor 11 yearw.

tglvlen away or hold nearly all of
�£1000 volume: ierL Too. he has al-I

AIIiar"��-lands
""IIH&#39;l&#39;I-lad waa

tllhelolt he

W.L.

tared. �But
had croeaed the

times and
world�: otinttnenta

llltrl-l.ll_" .
It war actually tn the middle

the Atlantic while on a trip to
, lg I.-and that he met the glrl
waa to marry in 1900. Their

ughter. llary Elizabeth,
e I and oldest Ion W�i11lam$:o
lied in an automobile accl t
age II. There loalea were
ly made up, however,
eanor  now  John R. Welt

Naahvtlle! n came along
d then later Within a matter

of minute: of each other, Thomea,
PI";-:1. arr" !!2"jorle arri92red~to
place the Swine an the only known
�Methodist pesto� parent: of trip-
lela in the worl .
Fir-it Home iirrioi
W. A_&#39;|,�rat aerrnon was at his

home church, llonnt Carmel. near
I&#39;u.rraqr, Ky. in 18%. Before re-
tiring a decade ago he held many
paatoratu, including also chtl o.
in Llttie Bock and Texar
Ark. him-ion, 131.. St. Clair. -.

d Hillerlburg. Ry. Ln editor 1&#39;

�.�.e!&#39;;92-&#39;d, r-r.d.*.&#39;.&#39;.&#39; two Methodist �-Q
ea  Kentucky Wesleyan and

thenn, Ala!, and had the dia-
nction oi clearing aeveral town:
d -eltiea of the "filth at alcohol.

and indecent ahown and oarni-1
eala�

�rm man accumulated what�
y have been the largeot person-I
library of any fellow-preacher�

in the country and though he had�

it. he recently counted more than

yr had a big eorreapondence

i &#39; "�:;.>6 *1�;

�9292 -

ilor the Memphis Commercial Ap-1
pea]. he considered changing to
one of the nation�: biggest dailies
92-z a tripled aalary but Swift ad-
rlaed him to remain in Dixie. He�
did. and in Little Rock became at

~ ._ rfi 1

>1.

. �rho in a photo of the Swiita� triplet clildll�, made Em�. the
trio graduated from Jachaon city high aehooi. _ - - -_

with 1 Pub. degree. Now with a�
top-apot on the Univernity of Ala
hama faculty, ahe geta hack here
more often than the other chil-
dren to visit the faintly." � &#39;

The Swifts bolted me-though
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Rev. wnum  Hontea 1, see, was interviewed
n 8-l Rev. SHUTat his residence by Special Agent 9&#39;-53.

advised that he is a retired i-iethodist minister, 01 years of age, and that
he has resided at Monteagle, lennessee, for the past 10 years. Rev. S92lIl&#39;1&#39;
reported that the Highlander Folk school which is located on highway between
Monteagle and Tracy City, T__enne§_see_, was reportedly founded during the early
part oi� 1930 by a mn mes;/�omsosn. Rev. SWIi�I"stated that he an not know .
DCMBROSKY&#39;s first name and that he had never met DCHBRBSKI. Ibv. SHIFT advised
that D  is no longer connected with the Highlander Filk school, but that
he is reported to be sympathetic with the
believed DCMBR$KY to be sympathetic with
1-: 1.-I mm nmzv 1+1-1 .<|-.1~n.- 4: "1-.-I.-.1-. -e...-.-.-In �n �H �D Iu Q1.-s.u.;.-.-4° 4.¢-..;-4.|..nv..|.u;¢. name Dvba-ibwu uu.u.u-u wv.-.v

Rev. SWZIIET stated that he had never heard

itcd to DOMZBROSKY which would lead him to

Counumist. Rev. SHIFT stated that he

Gomnmnism because oi� newspaper accounts
oeeurirg all over the United states.
any comments mde either by or accred-
helieve him to be Ccmmunistic and he

stated that he had not received any reports of any activity on the part of
D1!?-IBROSKY other than the newspaper accounts of DCMZBRIBKY participating in strikes
which would lead him to believe that DCMZBROSKY was sympathetic with Communism or
any subversive organization. .

i Rev. SWIFT stated that he has been informed that the Highlander Folk/92 ~._ Lehool is reportedly operated nzder the leadership oi� a nan hy the i oi�
>!HOR1�O�N, first name unknown. He said that he has never met HORTON and does not

know anyone connected with the Highlander Folk School either in the past or at
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Rev. SHIIT stated that scnetime during 1952, he observed It�. HGRIOI,
Highlander Folk School Director, throw away a copy of the Romanian Hews,
Sunday Edition, dated October, 1952, numbered 206. Rev. SHUT stated that -
HORTON discarded this newspaper in the Post Office of Monteagle, Tennessee
and he reclaimed the newspaper for information purposes. Rev. SHIP!� stated
that after -reading this edition of the iiomanian iiews, he considered it sub-
versive in nature. A

Rev. SWIFT stated that the Highlander Polk School has claimed for
years that the purpose or their location at Honteagle, Tennessee is to assist
the mountain people in that vicinity. He stated that he has been visiting in
Mont-eagle and vicinity for the pest 35 years and has lived continually at Mont-
eegle, Tennessee for the pest 10 years. He stated that in visiting with noun-
tain people in that vicinity, he has yet to find anyone who has stated that
anyone comsctsd --ith the Highlsr.der Folk schwl has assisted the sou.-.-tsin

people in any way. 7 _

led him eqne time ago that the
Communist Sympathizers. Rev. SWJIT ad-

vised the interviewing agent that Qdid not elaborate on the comment
and did not give am; reason or bas s or ing this remark.

V85

Rev.  also advised that he had been 1_n-formed all
that the Highlander Folk seh_-e01 vale. a 501&#39; &#39;

as on omun s . ev. was uns.ble to furnish any additional infornmtion

regarding the conment and stated that Qhad not elaborated on this remark.
He also stated that he has seen extreme y rge quanities of mail being delivered
at Monteagle Post Office to representatives oi� the Highlander Folk School. He
stated this mail comes from all over the world and a great deal of it is in the
form of sir mail and special delivery mail. Rev. SWIM� stated that he cannot

understand how any school could receive this much mail unless it was engaged in
some sort of illegal or subversive activity.

Rev. SHIFT also advised the interviewing agent that he had been informed
by several mountain people,_names unknown, that while doing day labor on the
grounds of the Highlander Folk school, they had learned that there was a building
on the g&#39;ound of the Highlander Folk School called the Film Center. Rev. SWIFT
stated these people had advised him that no one, other than Highlander Folk School
personnel were allowed to enter or go near this building. He stated that he had
no other information regarding the building, but it seemed rather suspicious to
him that a school would be so particular in maintaining a building and its con-
tents in such secrecy.

Rev. SWIFT stated that Dr. J. &#39;1�. BIACKWOOD, a retired Methodist Minister
who is 91 years old and resides at Monteagle, Tennessee, had caumsnted to him
that the Methodist Church which was located in the inlnediate vicinity of the

-2-

1� .-



.- I
92.

�I
J_-- ..

-- >~.1::
 -� 2:? �a-&#39;1&#39;
ii. 2�-5< "=1". , ._I-I-5. - &#39;;-&#39;.|-
::�" .&#39; &#39;.&#39;_&#39;i
>  1 &#39;-�-F9
Fl?!-F�.-Vi}-l
-ii?"-&#39;.=#~�1-&#39;�?§§&#39;:=&#39;-:&#39;= I-�.1 "
|&#39;s.*- &#39;
}£�.�~&#39;,1&#39;.�."§
. " L-.-W!

.-iv
F T1-t.�.;-- "�. � &#39;..--"&#39;-so -~

zrs.-1��.~..*"&#39;="-a
4-L "&#39;�:"."�-L&#39;*¬�i.
.T &#39; ,_�_. �Q
..;;92-1.  92 .
I121.�-�S "�g
1&#39;1";-&#39;~5f"�-1%�-i-�

s~.e~=-;:f.~d
F92?5+3-"-:f�;;I
z:-�&#39;..i.-m-4
&#39;.&#39;-h}_*&#39; &#39;- I_-1 - -:--�92-
.:*-.&#39;-,-&#39;--. ll ._J.

�{1} -� :
_-

. 92 ."&#39;
-92.-. �.1
�,3:-=.� -�e-�
.1,» .-iv�., V. ,,= .
5.5%,"-*1» -
§;&#39;3�-.Z&#39;?&#39;:�§ B
_<92»&#39;.* .&#39; .al.�a.an--

d

2.:-�-2&#39;
 &#39;_ W,

92
 �Q

92-,_;�-;!:".5

:r $1.. -. _-it-�.1
..{;;~.-_; _ &#39;-
�EQ: t

�:".?&#39;-2"�: *3�. -&#39; 3:-<5"
,13,-§&#39;_.&#39;,�¢-3*_".~_-gag�I- r .My .�_.- .._<., .

 "T51 .-f1I&#39;:"»-�*"
W I .

&#39; -&#39; � - . 1?. T.� -=. ,~ -~-. -_.--1-._-_&#39; -,&#39; &#39;-�,&#39;_-I--.~&#39;;&#39;..:-.-&#39;..-, _-__ .
&#39; ._  K &#39; 92 ..&#39;:;_-_»7&#39;;;�f?f.-M;-I  &#39;15�; 92�:&#39;;j:- 1: &#39;~; �:1-92&#39;,.:.:&#39;;_ I ___&#39;_; &#39;_ - -,.  -.._-_-  92.-,� ._._ ,  ; ._J I �-_ � _. _�.�- &#39;=_,_-!_:"_._ _-�_ _92�.-,AV_-if _H�__:A_EV92:: �.._.,-1� �fr-_ H  _-__.  3� - J

e -_;_.-",_-, 5.�;-l_b|..&#39;a.&#39;.&#39;.&#39;,&#39;,&#39;.¢.1-&#39;.&#39;..a.v ,3...� .-.&#39;.f--$&#39;.:.&#39;..i.g".-~.:;�-&#39;,; 1.- .&#39;_�:Y&#39;....&#39;;92.-�I - . _,_

Highla�er Folk School had been forced to close its down. Rev. .B�!..A&H0¢&#39;.l.&#39;92
infomed Rev. SWIFT that this church was forced to close its doors due to

the distractions offered by the Highlander Folk school personnel. He report- _
edly stated whenever a church service was in progress, the Highlander Folk
School personnel would plan a demonstration picnic or offer to take the
children on hikes or rides throudi the woods and in this method distract
them from the church services.

Rev. SWIIT advised that the Hi�llal�-OI� Folk School personnel were
acting as spies in the different churches in the vicinity of Mont-eagle and
Tracy City, Tennessee. when asked to qrplaln what he meant by this, he stated
that they attend a church service without invitation and the next Sunday they
would go to sane different church. he stated that to his knowledge, they have
never caused any disturbance at any oi� these churches, hut that they do not
continually go to the same church in the vicinity of Monteagle or Tracy City.
He was asked specifically why he thought they were acting as spies and he could
offer no explinetion other than the fact that they did not attend any church
regularily. -

Rev. SWZIJET also advised that he had heard, source unknown, that several
manufacturing establishments had refused to build in the vicinity of Monteagle
or Tracy City because of the Cornnunistic loadings of the Highlander Folk School
which was located in the some vicinity of 1-ionteagle and Tracy City, Tennessee.
They reportedly stated that they did not went to �build near the Highlander Folk
school because the school would continually be causing trouble in the form of
strikes . �

Rev. SWIFT stated that he could not furnish any additional information
other than what was related above. He stated he believed the school was a "hot
bed of Communist� and he based this opinion upon the several events which are
related above. Rev. SWIFT advised he was unable to furnish any additional in-

formation regarding the Highlander Folk School either in the form of hearsay or
otherwiee. Rev. SWIFT was orally advised that all pertinent information relating
to subversive activities should �be furnished to the FBI, inasmuch as the FBI has
been given the general responsibilities for the investigation of subversive acti-
vities within the United States under the Security Program defined by Executive
Orders and Congessioml Enactments. He was inform_ed that ii� he received any
additional information regarding any subversive activities that he should
immediately notify the Special Agent in Charge of the Knoxville Division of the
Federal Bureau of Investigation. Closed. _ _
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Re�ulet dated August 6, 1953, directed to the &#39;

captioned individual, Honteagle, Tennessee, copies of __
uh ich were designated for your office with the request "
that the correspondent be interviewed. _

Examination of Bureau files fails to disclose
the receipt of the results of your contact. You are
requested to forward this information to the Bureau at 4 -_
071030 * _ .

In the event these data have been submitted to

the Bureau, please furnish the date and caption of your
communication. A -� i . i
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There are no lnorn subversive organizations within the Inoxrills

Division purely local in nature, nor are there any national headquarters for
such organisations in this division; however, �e &#39;i.ignJ.eneer&#39; � � felt School, 1
Honteagle, Tennessee, is occasionally referenced in connection with security ;
.11;-.5.Z�.e-1&#39;;. and, therefore, the following documentation is being submitted:

r &#39; &#39; --

g  �urnished the fog Qormagon regarding the Highlander Folk 92
School, llont-eagle, Tennessee: _ » c _ ~ -

"The Highlander talk school is an institution located near
Honteegle, &#39;I�enoessee. It is an institution with elaesee on
e seminar basis and is supported primarily by donations from
individuals, from labor unions in the form oi� payments for
students who attend, and to some extent by the Fsl&#39;nBI&#39;B&#39; Union. r
It offers courses or instruction in labor organization, social
economics, parliamentary procedure and the general field oi� - .92
labor education. This school he _hed Communist Iarty members 92
on its staff and as instructor-s,§__snd hes followed the practice

_ oi� welcoming UP members as students, but to my knowledge, the
school has me-er offered com-see of instruction in G-smmmist

matters nor he the C st element ever complete]; con-
trolled the institution�g�, -
Confidential Infomant Inoxville E�-2, a governmental agency, has

advised that LOULE FRAHCIS BUDEHZ, admitted former editor of the "Daily Worker,"
an East Coast Communist newspaper and an official in the Communist Party, ad-
vised on ll/2]./52 that the Highlander Folk School was pro-Communist. .

,  Q,
 T-2 is memo prepared by the House oi� Representatives Select Committee

to Investigate Foundations and other Organisati .  ,-*&#39;. ____ _
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low York advised Ihon�le by letter 1&#39;0/26/53 me� ma are:-lace"
ma been made available to Iev Iork orrm by Bureau letter 2/an/53, entitled
"Use of Benevolent Trust l&#39;un6.e, Philanthropic and Ileenoagrnery Institutions
to Implement the Programs of Subversive Groupe, IE4-" lhe Bureau instructed
that in reporting the materiel it be attributed to BUDIIZ. and the louroe at
memorende be referred to on}; by confidential symbol. V� _ . _
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mums uomou, wAs., sn - c, 11;g_;§p4§pE§__F9L:1§r§cHooL, IS - c. CHATTANOOGA

A BESS muons AP?EARING_AMARGH mmnmanm Fxwwoun aamwssNEWS-FREE r

THAT HORTON REPORTS HE WILL GIVE AN ACCOUHT OF HIS APPEARANCE gs WITNESS

AT SENATE INTERNAL SFCUHITY SUBCOMMITTEE HEARING AT NEH ORLEANS, -

ASTLAND. MEETINGINCLUDING HIS CLOSED HEARING WITH SENATOR JAMES E

R THURSDAY NIGHT MARCH TWENTYFIVE FIFTYFOUR, AT HIGHLANDER

�IS REPORTED MEETING ADVEHTISED BY

MAILING APPROXIMATELY FIVE HUNDRED CARDS TO PERSONS RNSIDING VIOINITY

OF SCHOOL. xx OFFICE was mzcaxvsn TELEGRAM i=*Ra-1 Mourznem, mm, on -

THIS DATE QUOTE FBI, HAMILTON BANK BLDG., KNOXVILLE, TENN. I HILL

REPOT ON THF EASTLAND HEARING AT HIGHLANDER SEVEN THIRTY PM TOMORROW.

O BUTEL BEE. TWENTYSEVEN

SCHEDULED FO

FOLD SCHOOL, MONTEABLE TENN. IT

CTING NO CONTACTS WHATSOEVER SHALL BE MADE AT HIGHLANDEE
1

FOLK SCHOOL AND THAI� no DISCUSSIF-N suouw BE mama wrrn INDIHUDUALS -

CONCERNING HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL, no ACTION IS BEING TAKEN IN THIS A

FIFTYONE, INSTRU

MATT an mos. /9
/&#39; ./

soucr _ /
/

/END
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Re Knoxville letters to Director 5/1+/51, 6/22/51,
and it/21/52.

Re Bureau letters to Knoxville dated 5/15/51.

on 3/19/51+
Revenue, Treasury Depertme
of this office that he had again been
investigation concerning the Highlander Folk School and its
employees in line with the information set forth in referenced
Knoxville memo dated 5/1+/51. &#39;

_ stated that he was notifying the
FBI of this investigation in that he would glad]; cooperate
with Agents of the EBI in furnishing any information through
official channels that they desired. Q stated he
would notify Agentpaf the progress is investi-
gation and if inform on was desired concerning his investi-
gation, it could be obtained through official channels.

The Bureantill be kept advised cf the prcgreeeof  on and if deemed advisable at the
comp e on investigation, a request will be
submitted to oh a e results of his investigations through
Internal Revenue Bureau. &#39;92.
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