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state for even so little as sax months, and criminals wilt
avoid it.

_. The blame for the current terror, it seems to me,» is
-jlwgyi laid at the wrong door. The poor cops are the
common goats. When a conspicuous criminal I8 at large,-

unconuuonly it is hinted that they are afraid to tackle
him or have been bribed to let him go. But in nearly

1 every such case they have actually taken him already,not -
once but half a dozen times. He is not loose because they
have failed but because the whole machinery of justice�

, above them has failed--because it has fallen, in only too
&#39;many American states, into the hands of incompetent,-
uniaithful, and only too often crooked men. He is loose

. because getting loose, with the grotesque system which

l 1 are denounced for not taking him atonce, and not,�

.;_

i

even� exampleaeof  lawyeraiwlso are=acmpu.lsns
and disdain to violate their oaths. But  they
are not numerous. The average is precis as I have
described it. The defense is carried on rwithout the
slightest regard for either the law or the fa�zs, and the
prosecution is hardly more than a show put on for the
newspaper-s._ And on the bench sits an elderly vacuum
who, having failed at the bar, now sweats and su�era on
the bench, scarcely knowing what it is all about. "

In England a judge actually runs his court. If a shy-
ater defending s criminal resorts to trickery and obfusca-
tion he is hauled up at once, and if he persists he is as good
as disbarred. And if a prosecuting o�icer, forgetting the
eolemnity of the inquiry before him. begins to strike atti-
tudes and tear his hair, he is hauled up just as quickly,

- v. ~-.

i&#39;*_�<&#39;~3-¬.I~

v
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natural to is quite as natural
as s whole. when s runs smack in

n community he menace: every man, woman, and child in
it. and the whole population demands that he be put down.

tnseize himatonoemd�woourtstoit wants the cope ~&#39; � &#39; &#39;ckl and severely. V No one ave a few
punish him qua ysoft-heads calls for a report on his psychology, or s study

been saved from crime by feedinginf how he might have&#39; &#39; i d� himtoadi�erent school.him on better vxctuals or sen mg y
What is demanded is simply his eondign and adequatepunishment, that he may pay up for his erimeo and be
prevented from repeating them. Ho one is interested "m
-reforming him, for no one really believes that he can be
reformed; what every one wants is to get rid of him»
. .-{The effort of the theorizers to prove that criminality
,is a disease isthe thins mainly responsible for that gross
abuse of the parole system which turns loose more j�um
half of ell the criminals of the United Stata every yell�.
But the more elaborately they describe their " psyeho»
pathic personalities " and other such la -
tionery, the more plain it becomes; ~.~- - . -__._,�_ _,__
that they are simply deocnbmi!=_-.= .  _. _ _ __ Na -__what all rational men call crimi- . f -�- - �  ~"- < &#39;  i :-i
mls. And the more they nrgue._:_k".;
tint these criminals ought to be V = ,
treated as invalids, the more eon-"�
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as sui�cient evidence thstjie will. I
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able right to it, like any other dog.
oomfortable jail or reformatory for his
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with: gun in his handsaoooond time,ready
�totske�ielives of innooentpeople,Jethim
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.» _ 1 see ponbjection to parole for amateur
jal criminals. It worl:_s. in fact. pretty well,�_proport1_o:_: of them. given another chance, U7 to
j decent  But it is manifestly absurd to turn

_ parole
. r

as

our
in-igandwillbe
thetndeem

professnonsle What good would it do to
Gun Kelly-as will be oemslly done, no
near tomorrow� The only �t dose to

Jncorrizible criminals is death. They
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Dear Mr. Hoover: » L �V
>

. /*1» . ; r

_ _ &#39; I am engaged at the moment upon a somewhat elaborate .
supplement to my old book, "The American Language,� and I.nQpe-F r
to get into it a great deal of accumulated material about words~7
and speechways that have arisen since my last edition. In L� -
particular, Ivd like to have a really accurate note on the � {
term G-oan. Do you hagpen to anew where and by whom it was I�
lnventeo, and at what time precisely? Also, what is its H�l � �
derivation, and is it used officially? - �

_ My most abject apologies for bothering a busy man�
witb such questions. It occurs to me &#39;
office may be able to answer. G-man i
in the newspapers, but always without

r  5-

.&#39;/»<that somebody in your _
s occasionally discussed V 5
any show of authority. 4&#39; *
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