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- The remedies have tended ,
sim of taking

elazses, One class bas the
_and prosecution of crime away from the stutes and hand-T»
ing it over to federal agents, apparently on the theory o
that they are more-enterprising and intelligent than the
foeal cops, snd not so much hampered by political en-
tanglements snd state Hnes, Ancther proposes that s
criminala (if, when, and as they are caught) be ex}med
{atrists for psychoanalyais, and that those & und -
to be '’ be quartered in comfortable hospitals.
and regduca A third urges that all Americans be reg:
istered, fingerprinted, and maybe even licensed, so that
the cops will be able to put their hands m 2oy ong Bk

foim

"UA fourth secks to distingulsh betweed prof)

eriminals and chance amatenm.’lnd neges that tﬁ??attar‘“f

be kept away from the former, to prevent them really 8

learning their trade. A Afth {avors reviving the whip-izay

+ & s3xth arives for Jeportation to Alasks, the s

) enth calls for a revival of

religion; an elght advocates probibiting {he dale of fird."..

arma: a ninth Is for sterflization; & tenth Is for lynching.-
After all this, T greatly fear that my vwn yemedy will

nd somewhat feeble. - ¢k n the

ing post

q;xi
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The blame for the current terror, it seems to me, is
- ~always laid at the wrong door. The poor cops are the
- common goats. When a conspicuous criminal is at large,
..._..they are denounced for not taking him at once, and not
= uncommonly it is hinted that they are afraid to tackle
" him or have been bribed to let him go. But in nearly
S eve
one:yhut half a dozen times. He is not loose because they
_ have failed but because the whole machinery of justice
" abovs them has failed—because it has fallen, in only too
- many American states, into the hands of incompetent,
unfaithful, and only toc often crooked men. He is loose
. ... because getting loose, with the grotesque system which
now &revails among us, is at least twice as easy as staying
in ja . : s
... Why are there so many more murders in the United
. States than in any other civilized couniry? For the
. = obvious reason that killing & man is safer here than any-
:  where else on earth. But is that because the cops do not
;. dotheirduty? Many Americans, I suppose, would answer
14 . yes, but if so they would answer wrong. The returns of
spgr the United States Bureau of Investigation, covering 596
"R Americal Tities, exhibit the plain facts. They show that
< in all the cases of murder reported in 1933 arrests were
made in 80.5 per cent, and that in all the cases of man-
__slaughter they were made in 89.4 per cent. Ve
Certainly there is no sign of neglect of duty here, The
cops go out at the risk of their lives and drag the scoun-
. drels in, Scores of them are killed at the busineas every
¢ year, and unnumbered hundreds-are shot, mauled, and
7 erippled. In the year 1932, according to the Bureau of
. the Censuas, there wers 11,000 homicides in the United
. States, and during the same year, if we take the figures
T of the Bureau of Tnvestigation, the cops arrested 9,000
! of the murderers.” But of the 9,000 only 130 went to the
:  gullows or the chair, and of the rest probably not more
than a third even went to prison. i -
.- =+ And how many, having got behind the bars, stayed
_ there?  The answer is to be found in another report of
the Census Bureau. It shows that the normal prison
population of the country is about 125,000, and that in an
avérage year about 75,000 new prisoners are dressed inm,
and about the same number are turned loose, And how
and why are they turned loose? A hundred or so, as ) §
have just said, depart in coffins, executed for their crimes.
A thousand die from natural causes. Two thousand take
... .. French leave over the wall Twenty-ve thousand, or

y

running to more than 40,000 in an average

. year, are par-
doned, paroled, or “ otherwise released.” - .

- & erable cheating of justice. The first and foremost is
‘the chaotic state of legal procedure in the United States—
pot of law, mind you, but of mere procedure. The law is

- everywhere sufficient to deal with every kind of serious

~ erime. In forty of the forty-eight states the punishment

 for deliberate murder is death, and in all there are severe

penalties for the lesser crimes of violence. If these laws

were enforced for & year at least 2.000 murderers would

" go to the gallows instead of 130, But they are nowhere
enforeed adequately, and in many states scarcely at all.

-

. almost incredible imbecility and lack of conscience of 8o
many American judges and lawyers. A murder trial in
. moat states is no longer an orderly effort to discover the
guilty man and bring him to punishment. It is, instead,

a gaudy public combat between two gangs of prima-

_ donna lawyers, with a decayed ex-lawyer on. the bench to
. act as referee. As likely as not the chief lawyer for the
" _defense is a professional jury fixer, with no more res
. ... for the law than the prisoner in the dock.: And slmost
. " ¢ertainly the chief lawyer for the prosecution is a political
"+ haek seeking publicity, and hopeful of higher office. -
“.:7. There are, of course; exceptions in both directions. We

.« are refreshed now and then by the ‘spectacie of a prose-

such case they have actually taken him already, not-

7% “only about one third, finish their sentences. All the rest,

(s tilings, sre te;sﬁ;nsible fc;r this wholesaie and intols’

What stands in the way of their execution is simply the’

pect ~ mal people are ndt interested

Ve e

; described it. The defense is carried on Without the

prosecution is hardly more than a show put on for the

__npewspapers. And on the bench sits an elderly vacuum

““ who, having fsiled at the bar, now sweats and suffers ot
the bench, scarcely knowing what it is sll shout. -

In England a judge actually runa his court. If » shy-
ster defending a triminal resorts to trickery and obfusca-
-" tion he is hauled up at once, and if he peraists he is as good

as disbarred. And if a prosecuting officer, forgetting
- solemnity of the inquiry before him, begins to strike atti-

tudes and tear his hair, he is hauled vp just as quickly,
and thereafter he prosecutes no more. An English judge
is supposed to know the law, and he does know it. There
is no way to deceive him, and there ia no way to intimi-
date him. He makes up his mind without delay, he sees
that his orders are obeyed instantly, and it is seldom that
his judgments are upset on appeal. - . .. . .

.

N the United States s criminal trial is & tin-pot melo~

slightest regard for either the law or the fagfs, and the -

drams while it is going on, and before and after if there -

e

. hre slmost delays. -It takes ap average
" least & year to bring a well heeled criminal to trial,

-

will engage 1. Let them enforcedia my sim&wn u&mp!esof ense lawyers: who ave:scrupulons: s
L " state for even 8o little as six months, and criminals wilt and disdain to violate their oaths. But inly they = .-
B B T ‘ : : - are pot numercus. The average is precisdy ss 1 have -

PR
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after he is convicted it fakes another year, and maybe - -

even two or three, to get him into jail, even though his
guilt may be gross and glaring. Back in 1931 a rich
Southern politician, banker, and general rogue was put-
in the dock in North Carolina for a series of swindles,
_and by some accident was promptly convicted. But it
was May, 1934, before he was actually behind the bars.
During the same year of 1931 & rich crook of the same
kidney was brought to trial in England. He was arraigned
on July 20, convicted on July 31, and jailed on August 31,
and in jail he remained until the end of his term.

How can any one argue that the American system is

rational, or that it seryes the ends of justice? By the
- time the criminal comes to trial half the witnesses against -

him have disappeared, and before he gets into jail the

rest are dying of old age. And once heis behind the bars, -
if he ever arrives there, it is at least twoto one that he -

will be out sgain before his term has expired.

The blame for all this rests squarely upon the bench
and bar of the country. Half the delays in justice among
us are due te the failure of lawyers to show & reasonable
professional conscience, and the other half are due to

. the failure of judges to bring them to book. There are

80 many shysters if practice everywhere that even decent
lawyers must resort to dodges in order to get an even
break. And there is 8o much incompetence on the bench
- that the central object of all criminal law, to bring evil-
doers to punishment, is allowed to be forgotten, and a

and scandalous conspiracy to cheat justice.
Under cover of this wholesale failure th
opportunity for the quacks and sentimentalists who re-
. gard all criminals as poor unfortunates who ought to be
coddled instead of punished. We have a great swarm of
such professors in the United States, and they are chiefly
responsible for the fact that the odds against & felon stay-
ing in prison, once he ever gets there, are lengthening,
They whoop up various complicated and improbable
- theories about the causes and nature of crime, some of
them political, some economie, and some alleged to be
medical: but all of those theories resolve themselves into
the doctrine that a criminal deserves sympathy rather
than detestation, an X
believe that he should be punished. -

prosecution becomes no more than a preliminary to a long .

1

d that it is somehow disgraceful to -

In this doctrine T can discover nothing save hocey. It -

_ is against human nature and it is against common sense,.
When a bold and atrocioud crime has been committed nor-
in hearing a long discourse
‘on the criminal’¢ psychology, couched in muddy, pseudo-
" scientific language; what they are interested in is hear-

; = ——
ere is lush

. ing that he has heen promptly and adequately punished. -

- And by adequate they do n
- make him transiently s0rTy ;. :

they mean suffic
23 thnt o haa, ant what

ot mean merely sufficient to -
fent to make -

ha,
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- 38 un grt.hyoi‘civilizedmn,and 8
small and backward minority of the p . & :

is onjygmore hooey. The desire for : , try has been motably : i
) mtnrﬁn emotion as any other,. it ivers _2since. -But it does not velax ifs 1
* mankind. -No healthy human 3 suff wan-_~ murder in England tomorrow, and
.. ton injury without feeling & powerf “; slmost infallibly within gix month, -

_ sho Iack that impulse are not normal come to the oné change fhat ‘would
" wwomen; they are saints, and the pumber of them is almost ‘Lot them be so modified thel a
" infinitesimally small. The rest of.us, when we are put’ i : X

upon, try to strike back, and if the putting upon is violent -

:westrikebackjuszuviolently, Co e - or aot. L et the fact that be is ready :
s What is thus natural 0 individuals is quite as matural as sufficient evidence that be will. 1 do pot suggest de- "~
-~ 40 society 88 8 whole. When a Dillinger runs amuck in -priving him of his first bite; no doubt he has sn inabied-

-~ s community he menaces every man, woman, and child in able right to it, like any other dog. Let him go e W
. it, and the whole population demands that he be put down. ..comforisble jail or reformalory {or his first ocfense, and

.1{ wants the cops to seize him at once, and the courts to  let him be paroled in due course.. But if he is caught -
ish him quickly and severely. Mo one save & few ' with a gun in his hands a second time, ready and willing

;- soft-heads calls for a report on his psychology, ora study 1o take the lives of innocent people, et him go-do the

.of how he might have been saved from erime by feeding . gallows or the chair instanter. - IR A St
him on better victuals or sending him to a different achool. - - 1 see no objection o parole g
What is demanded is simply his condign and adequate tal criminale. 1t works, in fact, pF
punishment, that he may pay up for his erimes and be _proportion of
prevented from repeating them.. i fn - i
reforming hiin, for no one really
reformed ; what every one wants is to get rid of him.- will be actoally
. .'The effort of the theorizers to prove that criminality Dear tomorrow? The only fit doae for such £
is a disease is the thing mainly responsible for that _incorrigible eriminals i They will keep on kill-
abuse of the parole system whick turns loose more than - i ison or ouat, so Jong as they ave ali
hialf of all the criminals of the United States every year. ™ The only way is (o » )
But the more elaborately they describe their “ psycho- finally and forever,
pathic personalities ” snd other such lsborstory CONFOU o <o oy o - et
tionery, the more plain it becomes _ .. » "= - - oo g :
that thev are simply describing -, -7
what all rational men calf crimi-
- mals. And the more they srgue. - . .o
_ that these criminals ought to be - .
. trested a8 jnvalids, the more eon-" ...~
- vinced sll rational men become
*"" that they ought to be sent $0.-
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- prison for life, and . if possible i
e R - i v . the official figures " -
| oy HE same wizards are unani-" Y : . G oo for 1958 Bosicides, . .
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hold back Niagars with s tennis. "=
racket. What if we hanged 1,000,
. 000, or 8,000? Would i dis-
" - suade the « paychopathic persoh-::
alities™ of the year following
<, . from committing other murdersl - .
. Perhaps not all of them, but eer- = -
iom—i-~ -tainly some —and meanwhile wed’ - "
i oA of 1,000, 2000 or 8,000,707
. - murderers. Society would be ve~. 5
" jjeved of their mensce onoce dod
- for all time. - < ue o - sb o
“"'I'he English, at the cloee of the
soventeenth century, faced a wave -
.. of crime far worse thao our 6w, 'y
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WORDED Mx. H. L. Mencken,
704 Cathedrasl Street,
Baltimore, !mrylgnd.

Dear Mr. l.enc}'en :

.+ 1 have been awsy from the city and must |
pologize for ny delay in answering your letter otw
December 19, 1935, It is indeed gratifying to
learn that the publication entitled "FBI Civil
Jdentification” proved to be of interest to you.

NN T TENTORG

yoe

v

As suggested by you, I am pleased %0
sdvise thet you have my permission to use any part
of the pamphlet in the Evening Sun. .

e

e L It plesses me very much to learn that you
plan to visit the Bureau and have your fingerprints
.teken for fnclusion in the Civil Identification .-
files., JIf you wish arrangements will be made for -
-you to take a tour of our various racilities thile

hers. y

Aasuring you of my very beat vrlahes ror
happy and prosperous -New Year. ) I eam

;: ’Bincorely yoﬁra
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. On Honda: niy 8 april 23, 1934, I reo calved LE oe"sonu}
teie*wr“ froe e, Jo.vﬁﬁwderrp.ﬁeiﬂor, the srominent novelist,“
{n vhich ho edvised Lhet o would arrivo in vaghiogtonm,” Tue&day
and cealred tiaet 1 ocet hils at the Csrlton o tels | “'Aky‘~ ﬂﬂ?

- P

. "‘i".:
Ui Taeedn; :11;;.‘:1;, Aopdl 21, 1924, I mot Mo Herges! slaer v
L the Carlton Hotel v we hue dirmar topotior curing vﬁ*m hc
excensed odoilre Lo ol youe

I comsvinicited the folloving
Kleinkeuf of your Oifica and wes loter ¢ *viaed bg H.n thet you~”

would ba ver;” glad to see ¥r. Hurgesholasr at 3300 P ol Fridoy,”
Aoril 2L, 152 L I.Lucn.bot Ao touch wli Y¥r. Bergosheis zer aad.&dw <o

VIF?G Linm-of the date ard hour of the anoin+ment.

v w

During 1y conversstion sith .5, “obhagnn»ucr, he spo*e ‘
most izhly of the Lirecwus und of the »c»uu:TLQburntg of <ha’ =

Pedernl Burewn of Inveotigatlon ené atute’ thut soaetime d.r.ng h}a
three vecks? sofourn 'i’.fx"‘i.xn;t-un L osirud to sae some of the '~
exilbits end netivities of the Bureau. Ha alsm)> nentionad that dure
tng the next three yvooks, Mr, W. LOYenckon of I ’tiaore,ﬁar*land

) 2 [T » o, - I et
would visit hils in Pastiingtony

~
A

I o not Tnow vhather you have et dr,Monckon or that .
Ln i baern on o tour of the Burowu anr, iy J9u gu couire when I eu;
pee iir, donaken, I ehiil bo wery gied to “xtend him an i‘witationo" .
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- coneerning the visit of ¥r. 7 foph Terrechaimer to Easnzngtua
on Taesday nexs. o

I &lso nots your reference 40 ¥r ‘H.'l. Msnoken dod, &%
¥r. Tolson orally sdvised wou, T think it would be & very aagﬁ;\
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of your srticle entitladY"heflections cun Houtci.d.o,
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@ Reﬂectim}s On Ho
T

By H. L. MENCKEN

Tre

’\I{JT many people will obiect o the
sentenes passed on the Hon, Aveelia
Mares Tarquinie a weel of 8o ay
hy  theee lewrned  judges in the
Crininal Court, Theze was pleny of
ronmin he e Lo save it Trowm ihe
galows, and therg was evesn more’
toorm in common snse. Jowas dlearly '
| established that he had killed and
gusrivred the girl of hic drdams, byl
it war also sstablished thatthe prov-
oraiion was an almeet-irresistible vne
to what his attorney described frankly -
#2 3 person of Jow memiality” Wore-

T

wRY Vi Lersm ¢
searsely muTicleat, dn Ttselll to save
fuet froan Woride Brada's 1othal engi-
f2 Fe Persons vho have the Xind af
e endaline whilich bnpels them to
recklecs puirder sre too dangerous in
e Aloved 2t lTarpe, snd segiety is
sppedy eithoy ite nighiz when it onls
off s wined, i onjy as & cheap and
sanilary moans of getting vid of them
Aut even 8 man of feasonably hizh

over, i was proved up fo the Rill, 6s &
sort of sidc oiledt o voater Crton dhat
the lady wos nod anty 7 privite posl

pnntalite, afipted by o abandonnd &
wenrhy r¢ B v, might heve heep
sonpied rrenstibly fo kneed her im
thou:d wiol, pevhaps $o

e arwh

bt alsa & public mizaave. agl it
hér hutchery e tnus Feaslty astis
soctal I any talidmal osenew, thoaizh
i wax aocmpagied  wnnuesteacdiy
by ¢ very prave kind ol dienedly

apstag. e Foo gligrward,

i
CpaEtad pundsd

f:-m: wf;  sud. heénce more or leis Fhia efinets upon tho pubiie safery
archdis. They maks 2 the same rim
procisely, for an otherwise virtwous
wile o puison & drunken and bewiad

| husband and far 2 profosinaal Ba: it

“ o assaesinnie an innncent stranger. Tae
b mure, fudges and juries weunlly
masiage i distinguish ellecuveiy bn-
pween  the twe  aifenses, but
slwayr, J the wife commoniy escapes eorhenen erimingt
the dexfhlicuse, then so, very eliss ! o !
dnes the bandit, and by the J:Tr. \-\ery few women make away with

. eanttistry invented to sive the wile. ii?:mr fausbonds withovt peviectly gound

| What is needed 35 & shasp distincton 0 S Bsent i their own sighy

| between murders that are deliberate 1} am;.i W st a8 wiost sesisible persons.
but nevertheless have some platsible. ! 1t is rarer when they are detscted and
suppost i Ingie, and murders that aze ! hraught to heel, shat they sufler e
purely gratuilons and vicigus.
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. that They ave as | i By
The a1 Fidpe Frederick Bansnws, % .i.e msned in thewry b
have conuvitted . Judges and jorivs are

of Seattle, Wish., & Togily igiellipent frnieist 3
" < . SREai4) Do) aYis i bve,
furist, apoe sugnested shat e hasvicide ‘i " in surh cases. wol beeause the

ba elassed as mueder in the first degree

whith are eonld hsagine anandinanls i ;.;nn}t met rid of ‘the freling that she
reputsble plrson committing wwler #3 ’TE,M"‘: of excuse for what she did,
the cirgumatances. He dir nat Bropase - and that in any event there wng no

bt i
At such slayings be grouped wilh | puklic Yoss or damunige,

,justifiable ot exrosable homigides | Cartyinly every man of wordly ex-
which would relieve them of ail | Povience must recoll jnstances when,
punhment: he simply advosated put- | 31 the ohsequies of an acquain'snce,

tingt thom. inte % catesary of tiw?s"‘-;f‘ws sxught » glint jn the widew's

e e v e .
Fact that ‘the Hon, Mr Tar |
auinic, s% his sMe counsel suggested, |04 police in every such ¢
{ Jow mentality®™ was | it 1o dig up the carcess
i te chemists, But we do that onlf
farely ¢ have done i§ mysell ne mere
than el s dozen times in forly years),
simply because 'we are well aware that
tha deveased, i he was sxtuslly
tumped off, deerved it In equity i
not in law, snd that hiy exitus ined
vatved no punderatle losy to-the world,
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i foat to riertion dsens) are of pre-
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*{v erd thas £al) shert of deservicl, other. But ihat
mrut, Taey are ogeeh enonel, is nonse sicsl, and. popular
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Lerigiry erime oty by the legal fction
el wny aitenint Gpol & subjest {3
s mepial upon the Fing They x his right senses wuuldhwa advocated
shonid- be vy sired inte, of gousse, it} hanging me, theogh T'd have been 83,
fo pefalilich thdic privete chars
Bt oonee it 3s oletermined e
; Law shouldd ool off considerabdy, and
grasy irvating the perpeizator as &

Thex ove deazoed e the vitwpary of My Dillinger was el alive,
sneabied upon Kim from the roag and i
shet Kim through the head, no apein -
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il punishmant of e atracisus cehmy -

Cwitied lo avgee o opn eowrt thet
atcused iz a waman, byt beeruse they | |
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| degere ws Dillinger himself was.

In the days when there wag &,

' oestilenice of constrictive erilicion i

e snuntey § snce miccunbed o i

vzl Iong enourh to suggest that this, -
| very sensiile atiityde be sdopted by .

shig Iaswe~lhat iz, thal B person qecised
of crime sgainst the person be pexf-é
mitlpd te plesd the charzetaryel hig.
cietin, It in done, of course, eve AW, *
Bt isﬂ'y by indiréction, , sndy &
ilny lound the rules of evidende, No
ean acsused of wiurder would be pare

killing {he decezsed was & public serve

ice 1o ths gory Prohibiticn era gusei™

seert were ofters fousd guilty of murs

der in the Ffrsto degree, and wm
© hanged, for dispatching other guinmen.

What 1 had especially ko mind, at’
the time ] made my suggestion,  Was
the case of incompetent, sorvupt ‘&nd

with penaities taking account of | ¥¥e Wwhich suggested friumph rather
relative veniality, and fever su- § 1hef wrief. Pethaps i we wers fideal
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a indee whe polbates and disgraces

liaii:;ﬁi_x’h_\* grasy ignoriaee o thad
1w By vielend prejs;(iim ex~

vissive hooini “As things stand, the
ardy way tafeteh him iz by impeanhs
mient, whicktakes & lot of time, ¢arsics
Ate peraltien, does not coms
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befToonere:
s i

ry Thweposat was that any teputable
SUVen Wy Festgd his public out=
rage ity trentes he effervling {
jurist's sotrt, pail hifn Trom Use bench
and give him a good besling, av even
alit his weararl should be allowed tg
phont puhdie convontense and hecessty
in  mitigation »f punishmant ~in
otber weords, thet the jury should cone
sidor the <irtims dererts and the nub.
e inteeet doodeicemining e dogree,
amy, of P dpnts el

T euxe 4 3oulpe Surpdrshed 13 e
gemnult wad the jury deeided o i3

oaiit it ariniy was sl rid s Rim?
e flis assailant wonld be wurnesd b
lonteat ance. or. pl most, fined a few
do.lok. for Consiructive confempd of |
eovirt, In ease the jury decided that |
l the helze decerved to be boatlen up
b ki net killed, thea the penally weund
b Jixed By osubtracting that for assauly
ferin vhat Yoo nvisder. Atd n case the
favy oegginded that His Honor wax
finocent wod Ris dawh s puhlie
P, Uen tae areped wisind be

| ke sy slegl mueierers

I argiied for s scheime with some
«dmpsenen, Bt when fnends. leatned
i the law informed me that it was
* hoosy T abandored it xnd no one else
has ever revived b Nevertheloss
sl think it fiad some merif, i nnly’;j
teause it infroduced. the. concept of |
net public loss or damage into the
metaphysic of the criminal faw. As”
things stwnd, *hat Tow iz supposed
fa be ostdly dmpartal, Bat 8 in
faety clrort pratesquely partinhc It

thive fianysiv
by et seed st B toap fup oA ran 1
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HI!MENCKEN

1524 HOLLINS ST
BALTIMORE. February 10, 1944. °

i Dear Mr. Hoover: } y
\ . . . [
I am engaged at the moment upon a somewhat elaborate
supplement to my old book, "The American Language," and I hope *+
to get into it a great deal of accumulated material about words. .- -
anc speechways that have arisen since my last edition. 1In Cor e
particular, I'd like to have a really accurate note on the
term G-man. Do you happen to know where and by whom it was S
invented, and at what time precisely? Also, what is its L
derivation, and is it used officially? ' S

b

- -

My most abject apologies for bothering a busy maﬁ; f:;:ifi
- with such questions. It occurs to me that somebody in your Y
office may be able to enswer. (G-man is occasionally discussed V-
in the newspapers, but always without any show of authority.  *

o e ‘:"‘D A /.r

Sincerely yours,  .nd9 % ) —'3_3?;.,4
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" 5504 Holltns Serees
m:mn, Rsrylend

; X wish te actnwlcdgc your recent communjcation
ﬁgsrdtag the nppxmat you are dofag on yosr Book “TAs
Mim tomcgc. :

s

”?5’ s AN n{omn 80 fhe origia sad the popuar use
SAe term "0-2on,® I wish to advise that "0-Man,” af ceurse,
ers 39 Geveranend 2am. The term "C-Noa® was ftr“

larised sad epplied te #Ae Jedersl Burecs Investigatien
_ Jowing She apprehanston c{ "Machine~-Cun® Lelly in Nemphts,
: sasee, o8 tender £6, 1833, If you #i1ll reccll ihe

- 5880, “NocAine~Cun® Zelly Rode numerous Doasts that Ae weuld
wer be daken alfve ead ket whseuer apprerended Ain would

‘ 3? mm lifﬁuh Juotag Aie machine gume

-~ am 9o She sudject ¢f & nationwide mon Auns
-i ef Ate parttetpotien (a tAe nduptng oL v,
rln Yo Srachal Ia Oklehoma on .JII 1833, ASfter oa
i: Senstve Savestigasfon, “Moohine=Cua v Zeily ant Aty wise,
nrga Xelly, were lecaied in prtntc home in Memphis,
Loniasase, !'sc preniees were ssrreunded ot dowa ea tu
nw’}r Sepienber B0, 1533, 4t She eppointed ting, the
nm« $hensslves and wens (ate tAe Aosss. The ‘
‘ t 200k reim wae cleseds - The Agents knew Kelly wos
o B8 SRS hga. Tasy pushed open tAq doer aad rushed inte the
m, aahirelly expecting ea erchange of gunfire, Fowgver,
. wire grestad by “Machine-Cun” Lelly, ut with ¢ machine
' ht tcni amup fa the cormer with Afs haada ix the
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i shoet, O-land Doa’t ahectl” TIhese words .,
ttor & maay hecdlines as they typfa
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H.L.MENCKEN
I524 HOLLINS ST
.{ PN ‘ BALTIMORE. March 6, 1944.

)

Dear Mr. Hoover:

My very best thanks. You tell me precisely what
I wanted to know, and I'1ll certainly make.a note of it in -
my book, and with due credit. '

I seize the opportunity to hope that you are in.
the best of health and spirits. As for me, I am making
very fair progress with my book, despite the advance of age,
and hope to finish it by the end of the year. My best
thanks again.

G

RAV '

iﬁjig/ﬁz Sincerely yours,

Qv,(.&‘" : .
N\

f;)"‘: (
e ]
\ 0‘33)@

*.
My, Telean .

A ¥, F. 4, Taran

My, CIogg. s
My, Colffey .. ..
Mr., f;.:w:)n ,,,,,
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