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‘0 attention. The words to such were clearly propaganda for civil warfare, accord-
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'Ofﬁce Memorandum - vNited sTATES GOVERNMENT

TO : Jirector, F3I DATE: august 6, 1947
M rmon : s, Philadelphia
, ] <
SUBJECT:  GiNS ZISLER A

INTERNAL SECURITY - B

Reference is made to Bureau letter dated

« _.No. .100-1‘535220i mﬁiﬁiﬁ an interview of
s concerning informm : /
/7 to furnish to 6 Dureau on EANS ZISLER. } <E

Z He was interviewed by Special agent

) and the following information was obtained from him, s
know HANS EISLER personaily. %ﬂemms comnected with a Cemman
publishing house misical pisces whic ~LSLER composed cama to

ing t— He believed the titles, and posaibly the songs themselvesi
would be available through the lew York City Library. e

thro York City ILibrary.
- - ™ \

He stated that HANS IISLER was an admit.'ted Communist amd xnown :"%

conduct a program of Communigt art in Germany. I was not

the above allegations concerning FANS EISLER while EISLER was in 3erlin a.rmmd

1830 te 1933. No informmation is available to oncerning EAKS
EISLER's activities in the United States, tut g 18 ::.n| c!ged to believe EISLER
has not changed in his previocusly mentioned i Yo further information
conceming EANS IISLER was available mh% -

In addition to the above-mentioned persons, pplied
information on the following individuals who have been connected with U.S.
Government aliens and whaahe deemed either as outright Commnists or Comrunist
sympathizers:
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Director, FBI

e

"‘l' |

Mhemm the follewing information which

he thought of some value to the Bureau. For about the last six months a
play has been running on Broadway entitled "ALL MY SONS", which was written
by ARTHUR MILLER, reputed to be a New York Communist. This play depicts
America in an obnoxious li is really subtle Communist propaganda. It
deals, according tﬁﬁtb an industrialist who produces “duds"
and as a result soldiers are ed because of the failure of such tc properly
function. This play has been bought by the U.S. Ammy.

called attention to the information recently disclosed
in Paris concerning the training of 36 divisions in Russia, composed of German
prisoners. He stated JULIUS EPSTEIN, in the magazine "Plain Talk", has made
observations concerning such training., - :

is not able to furnish any additional information con-
cerming “DAS WORT" other than the information he fumished to the Bureau by
letter on February 7, 1947.
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Director, FBI 8-6-47

t that time supplied further information concerning persons
allegedly having Communist tendencles, which information was in turn furnished
to the Bureau by the Philadelphia Office on July 25, 1947.

It is noted —has bee;ﬁ previously interview cial
w of the Philadelphia Office, concern , and
a

It was apparent through talking with that his information
was second-hand. He readily supplied the names o e following two individuals
who he said were well informed on the above-mentioned -individuals i *

stated that he had another good source of information
whose name for confidential reasons he was not willing to disclose.

A copy of the instant letter is being furnished to the New York
(ffice in the event the Bureau desires it to intervie

FFB:MEMcG
100-30091
cc: New York
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-

FROM

SUBJECT:  JOHARNES EISLER, with aliases;
INTERNAL SECURITY - R /L(-A,,,wﬂﬂ(j

" gcHANKES s LER D LA

Purguant to the request of the State Department for & name ‘
check of Hane Eisler, the attached wemorandum has been prepared concef '
information contained in the Bureau's files, It is noted that the id X
of the informants have not been divuiged, and that -the Bureau has not begn v
jdentified in the memorandum, , 5;—/
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ACTION: ‘

‘ Tt is suggested that this memorandum be forwarded to the State: - 7'f\
Department through appro ril,te Liaison channels.

Atachment, Q I gv]
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' July 30, 1947

y ALL INFORUATTON CONTATNY JHARNLS EISLIR, with aliasos CONFIKTIAU
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: ' Johnmeo Eialer was born July 1898, at Mpug. Cermatys Fe .
s tbe son of Fudolf Eisler ond Yaris lda Eisler, nee Fischore He Is the ’
brother of Cerhart ¥isler and Ruth Fischer, both of whom have figv.ed prode
" dnontly in recont disclosures Yy the m-&narlm Let.iviuu Oenaﬂt.u of e

T -'_Bruao of n.mamtim. R . . . ;w

N

Loomﬁnctoncvnﬁdmtm mmmmmn
mmaam:mmmmywammamhrymﬂu. He studied .
music in colleyze "and uniwvereit wm-mwmmtumot
toacher at Vierma Pecple's Hich School and the laborere?! Univarsity. In
1924 ho oMainod & ¢ for pusic given by the City of Vienna, whtich wag
the highest honor & ccoposer osuld attalne He moved t0 Ber Cernany,
_-stmmormh,mnmm.aummmgm Versity.
Iio i-migrated to the United 5tates in 1933 and in 1535 becane & ssacy
of gusic at the Hew Sehdol for Soclal Pesearch in Bow York cnysr

sturrent Biography = 191,2% eontains a blography of Hans Elsler
wiich 14sts his address as ¢/o New School for Soclal iwssarch, €6 est 12th
Street, Now York City, rhu biography containe the following pertinent infore
ration othor than that set out above: Ilaler sarved on tho Italian fromt dur-
ing the First Yorld tar (1918) and upon his discharge fram the arvy studied
eomposition with tle procinont modern coxposer Arnold Schoonberg at the

favwia. Fleatearls mas-nttdan $hvesochand. Fursonn n.n-d O_n
L 14 & - r'

W Lae

Bome extoot in the United States was brought about by his wusical compoeitions,
as wall as nis work ¢n Cemman fil- scores, All of kislar's work in music was
tannad vhen fitlor caze into power in 1933, He camposed the musical soore
for the il 'Bmgcraorou' in 1932, Thls was & nhmluointhoSoﬁd
Union. FEislar escaped fror Cerwany in 1933 and thereafter worked in Parias,
the United States and England, This article statee that in February, 1
the Nockefeller Foundation allocated £20,200 to the Kew School for foclal
gearch for research snd study of music and films anxd the school in turm come
wispiobed Eislor to work on musical scores for the New York Philharsomie.
Ia Yay, 1912, the New School for Social Rosearch granted Efsler & loave,of
abseneu to omu.ma his wrk on the Kockofeller proaeet m uou;md%w
=-'q VoY ED
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Accarding to the slove Mogrephy, a8 well as through the result cf
™ invostication, umwummmzmmmmmw
N sotanyl, born Karch 6, 1906, at Yierna, Austria. The; were married in
S Csochoolovaxia on Dsomber 7, 1937. Lisler bad been previously married
and divorosd, but the sdemtity of his first wife 4s wnknowqe Q.,l.b

Backoround and Co munist Affilistion

In the early 1930% EHans Elsler collaboretsd with Bertolt Brecht, s
Cercan revolutiooary writor resantl; (n the United States who i» slosely
aspociated with Bans Eisler st this time, Thay produced & play antitlasd SDie
Vassmlne" (The Diseiplinary Neasure). Thhplwwnppwin
mm [ ]

of rermmmum-mgomvumhm Bandmria, to sprexd
propasanda and support the Chiness Co~-wrdsts awong the industries of Vuisden,
The action of the play takes place before the ®Control Corittee” when the
four aritators return %0 give an acccut of their work and especially acoourt
for the Tact that they hac beon faroed $o kill & young Corzunist eccrade whose
intentions were good but whose death was deessd a necsuesity by the four agi-
tatars since his activity thruton'd tc encan er the Co--unist moverent a~ong
the Chiness,

iw catad ¥ay 12, 1530, &t Berlin, Garvany, is pudlished alonC
with the rmgohg play and the latter is sipned by both Brecht anc Eislar,
The authers defend their play, object to Lts csnsorship and suzzest that the
play be presented by those for whom it wms intended, that is, worksrs,
choruses, groups of matsur players school choruees. This play is clear-
1y of a Cormunist propaganda nature. u,

A confidential informant advised on Mareh 13, 1943, that Bert
Arecht and Fans Eisler were co-authars of & march imown as the *Song of
Solidarity" (Solidaristagte-lisd), which was written in about 1931, Accori=
ing to this sourcs, the march wmas adopted with the pernission of Brechit and
Eisler as the song of the !ont.hwumhmerto
Ritler's rise to power,

\} 8
ﬂuh\nﬁrylﬂ, 1935, issus af the Dally torker, pape L, cortains
&n articla Ihtch cri mhr a3 "4he illiant rewolutiomary ecposer of
PR ¢ thote Fromt,’ »¢ ‘Pareds of the Cotton Pickers! axd

it 'Sa:c the Coal Miners.t wmm:?.tm-mmmmm
T bas besn associated with the workees! nove-ents in Germiwan- for the last

'
~
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"paventeon ysars, Through the rising of Fascisr in Cermarny he vus in the

FrmaPrant af lh- -nrlun-n rnl{-tlnm to HMetlaw. Scnc afiar arn: sora fram QH_’_;

YR WAS WRIV WS Ay ViWA § | whil W WS 'U% VR A8 VN W

" tireless and pro‘.u.ﬂ.c composer, aongs thnt now help the mavsos 4in militant
denonstrations...«In addressing the delecatos of the Gerrman singing societies,
the Flerre De Geyter group& the Artist Union, the anti-Ha2i Fodamuoa. the
'&or‘ken De.neo Leag orkers Xusie Luguo, Intemluoml c:'hrl Order
and others, Hans Bisler ststod that in the Azerican workers' use of revoletion=
ary zusic, unity is achisvad not only Wy the American workers of all mationsli-
ties dbut a-ong all workers throughout world,® The article also referrod -
to a eoncert on Farch 2, 1935, to be held in Kew Yark City, vhich would te °
ong of a mtional tour, $ncluding Pitteburgh, Philadelphia, Chicapo, Boston,
St. Louu, San Francisco, and other cities in which Edsler would appuar- *

' Also in ths ?ebrmry 18, 1935. Lssus of the Dally ¥orker, on e
15 _Elsler s deseribod in another truelo writtm Yy Sergt Rdms!q 1n
‘ following marmer: M :

'ﬂlnnl mam-. %ho farous revoluuonu': Cerzan refuges composer, \
arrived in this country a few days ago, Every offort has beon mads by
the Hitler governnent to ferret cut all of Elslor's rusic and to do~

: sy hlm fofNcenmon wldh dha snsmbon P . ol bl o i srsall o M-
. SRV AP ASL AUGLAE WA Vi VAT T RS ‘Um“- Vi ULE ITVAUE AN

Cornany is pnishable Yy {rprisonrent, bevertheless, thousards upon
thousards of records cf Eisler's revolutionary mass songs are still
played in BRazi Cermany armdi his popularity is as i h as ever thore,
The spreading of revoluticnary music s:ong tho Geman workors was pot
an accldent mor was 1t easily accomplished, The Cowrunist Fa in
had to fight the cld besr parden atmosphere and mati 13
dlﬁ.iu of the niddle class which bad found their way into the masses,
In this cultural and music development, the German workers were led ty
Ranns Eislere The class strurgle in Gerwany, strikes, btarricades,
rirst of ¥ay celebrations and other desonstrations are bound up with )
hie nawe, Eisler is a pupil of Schoenberge Only when Eiulor care in-
to the struggle of the working class did he find his medium and with

-~ 4% prew his power of corposing music which ssed not cnly the life ‘
e.n.db-_*tlesnfﬁh-&meer‘.s. 8, tut of the wrking class of the en~

'Euhrhuukonmacuv pu-t.lnt strucgle of the working
class of Gormany, That 18 why his songs find instant responses from
mo rABdES, 1The Woriervs and peasanis of the Soviet Union were quick

to approciate this and his '0n Cuard,? *Cominteem' and others are
trenendously populare The revelutionary woverent unler the leador-
ship of the Coxmunist Party has dought to §ts renk many susiciamne
whose activities are of great help to the claes strugrle, Bisler
one of the leading epirits in music for the worker and outstanding
:t;mrﬁu:y & coerade and alwmays on the battle line with the rank
e
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CONFRENTIAL

According to the records of the Inmigration and Naturalization Service,
Eisler first entered the United Btates on February 13, 1935, at New York City.
He loft May &, 1935, and again entered Ootober k, 1935, at New York City. =e

A_I_ep_n_vt_egl_ from the IInited States in Dacenmbher. 10%X% Iam\-ﬂina his firat trin

AL WrYe Wy WA VW W SV CRAVWA § T IS e LS Ssaww

" to the United States, 1t is noted that sccording to a ngm.y confidential source
" Bisler is mentioned in & Russian language srticle vhioh appeared July 20, 1933,
. in the lssue "Soviet Art" pudlished in the Soviet Union, The article quotes
Eisler at length and is prefaced Dy & remark that Risler's first words to the
interviever upon arrival in Moscov vere his impressions of the "new face of
Moscow™ and especially of the difference between it and what he sav in the
capitalistic ecuntries, Risler is then quoted es saying he mads a ploture n"
London entitled "AbAul the Damned." which was based on the Purkish !mlntimi
of 1908, He states that this picture included such contemporary episodes as
the anti-Soviet durning of union homes, the punishment of revolutionists, the
underground work of the Communist Party, eto., Ne stated that the film vas pro-
. . duced through the efforts of political fmmigrants from Jusolst Qermany, Eisler
" also related that while in London he, together with Partolt Brecht, wrote "Song
of the United Fromt,"™ which he atated he later discovered to be the favorite
" song of the "Amsrican proletariat.” The article then descrides Eisler's concepts
on his trip to North Amsrice and he states that his purpose wvas to "aoctively
" support the anti-Fescist federstion in the United States.” HNe steted that there
is s strong sympathy in the United States toward the Soviet Union and that a
person returning from the Soviet becames the delegate for many requests “to
accurstely portrsy life in a country of conservative sccislism.® Risler then
refers to his most dramatio moment on the trip, vhich he says was his visit
"to the wnjustly suffering revolutionary, 18 ysars imprisoned in an Americen
prison, Tonm Moonsy.®™ Ne states that he was permitted a short ten-minute inter-
view with the "priscner of capitalism,® dut that this was insufficient for him
~ to tsll Nooney what he wvanted to know most of all, namely “thomuto of the
prolot.a.ritt or 1/6 of the entire glode.” ﬂ u

2 In tho srticle !ulor oc-mxtl that ho htd 'boon invitod. . s profouor
of music at the Nev York "New 8chool for S8coisd Boiences,” which he was glad -
to scoept because 1t “"vill give me the opportunity to tesoh new ranks of revo-
lutionary ecaposers.® Other artioles regarding Eisler's visit to the Soviet
Union subsequent to his trip to the United Btates were known to this sowrcs.

One dated July 18, 1935, appeared in the Moscovw Peily News. 1In this article
Bisler is guoted as saying he vould retwn to Americs in the Fall, where he
would tesach at the Nev School far Bocial Research in Nev York City. ,ﬁ’ u

et s, Ot S el T e . T AT [RSTE A
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"cONFIpENTIAL

[ghis nighly confidential source alsc made availadle an article in

the Russian langusge which eppeared in the July 22, 1935, issus of “Pravis,® U
which erticle wes written by B. Tretyakov. The article 1e guoted in part ss rollovajﬁ

- e='Comintern.' With the songs of Eisler on their lips, the Foreign living

*Yor us, Eisler -- is first of all a song. The -- 'Red Wedding,' the

groletariats fought in the barricades of Berlin snd Vienna, With the longl
 of Bisler they demonstrated in Furioh end Antwerp. With the lonsl of
!1-1.:- they ntooa 1n pickot unu in copenhason ana lunohutor. L

'zulor ﬁnilhaa hil odmtien ‘briunnuy. l.‘vo:qthing p\uhod the
ooupour tovards an easy roed of 1ife, But he 4id not take it, Too dis- .
gusting to him vas the dourgeois ocncert hall vhm, in a musical narocosis,
the gournanis male their discoveries with relieh... A fosling of mrchméx-g
m-otost mko in tho :omg omponr. '

r';' .. . T .
'<“ Do . J\ ar

"Ih 1927 linlor vholeheartou: ontored tho prolotarht 'a.gitpropmn'
-~ {(agitetion ;ropagandn group) novonont and began vork as & poliuoal mio
Jom'nnlm. G, -

-‘"‘-',3‘.' o -
a oo P

s‘ i RN o . T P ST
"'Song of thc lliner,' 'nmxu'- lareh,' 'Bong of Bondarity,‘ ——
‘Defend the Scviet Union,' °*Song of the Unsmployed,*® this is only a mmall

part ofthe great list of Eisler's political songs. Unfortunately, only a reerSq
of them are pudlished by we.

: "With all of his natural fighting temperament, Xisler tore into the
refornistic song group, forming & commmistic wing. The battle was successful.
It drew the attention of the entire musical world, gathered travelers, and .
cultintod. nch molntiomr; mioim as Iankol ’ roglo o.nd Tolpo.
, "At t!u sans tiu, 2 ttmng tio vas romd. 'betnen !ulor and dra-
turgist Bert Breocht. Pogether they worked out the history of the ‘pedsgogic‘
theater, wilhing to uko it upoahu: tctin in tho vork of politloal egitation
YT ldv ho 1. vriting ' amhon; huutoﬂ. to tho pruonorl ot
fueut soncentration cllpl, buol on the 'Bms of the Evamp Soldier' and
oonpond by tho uptlm. 5, L ,:, .xf_
"Ho has boen vith ws boforo. } made :iotn'hn Kagek molodies on the
steps by Mt. Magnitnol vhers the Young Commnists wers dDullding a blast .
furnsos. It was adout them he wrote the 'Ural YSung Communist,.t . . - & .

| coWNTNJ
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| CONDENTIAL

“He has traveled in Furcpe and in America. Everyvhere his arrival
avakened the revolutionary movement of music and the choir. Xisler's
song 18 the song of political warrior. Newv York University has invited l)/
him to a professorship. ). &

v ';1-1-:- ¢an holp many in tho Soviet choral movement, Owr ﬁﬂon

noodn songe an&tnonhovwnlmlgooaom. Lhis 4s obvious ia
AR n-hr'l ‘Comintern, deeply hbeu.od in our ¢o1¢on wong fnnil 'u.—-
Toea e e e X A fos oo g
. In a drief u'tielo undor the date of July !7, 1935, tppou-ing in "Prmh"
:ulor 13 mentioned as having sxrived in Moscow snd is descrided as a “representa -
tive of the International Union of the novolutxomry Theater,” Also, socording
to this confidentisl source, an article which appeared in the "Rvening Noscow?,
nevspaper aometime during July, 1935, road: in part as followvs; "The name lular
is not vainly assoolsted with such names as Frederick Wolf, Bert Brecht and Irvin

" Ppisxator. These are the names of owr foreign 1living comradss who have made their

talents into & sharp weapom for Communists.” The article states that Xisler .

attended tbe International Wusiocisns Oiyxpiad as a representative of the Inter-

., national Union of the Revolutionary Thoater and concerning this Eisler is gquoted
&8 follows in the artiole; “This celebration may boldly be called an expression

of solidarity detveen the Crechs end (kmnn 1abor 1171:1; in Csechoslovakia, ‘Vhen

Sha Flomib “—‘-_- aaddh WMol oo s e aa B L _ AR L L - aa
LT

Asilmy DULVELS WiwE ROK PEILEID 'lung lpylmn on the #cene, syes of The
Qerman workers filled with tears upon the sight of this anti-Fescist dmmtration.'¢

- i
This oonfidential iiforment also advised of an artiole in the Runiu:

'l_-nﬂnnn whiak %}‘}‘9.‘-’94 in ¢tha 'Li!verm ﬂ..ettei m m--.-’ nuﬁiii, uﬁ‘\'rsd : A

‘ 19)5. It u ant m in m .~ roum: t W -

L ‘;-. L “ ) e

. "I founa llnl nolor nt va-k !o vas ucuttng m u-t.iol.o !'or one

of the Mosoow newspapers. While waiting for my interview, X degen 4o I ¢
Ty

examine some bocks vhich were placed in a sxall group on a shelf, -
... ‘Gompanions Forever®’ -- ‘Revolutionary Artists® -- Marx- -Engsls--Lenin-- I :
R lml Btalm. )+ 4 ntmtien m lrun to tlu earm trmhtion or 'clnpm LR

.-.1,

w‘*b 1 :ru"_" . »
e ‘"Onl.y x-ooontly hm 1 ‘hﬂeko&" rmov,' mnnm uu lnn- o
lillor, . 'X read "Chapasv” all the way frox Amerisca to Xurcpe, What '-_.; I
2 strength! What dottomless, molutionnry passion and energy! Y oouldn‘t
"Tix . tesr myself svay from this dook. These are the talents vhich we revo-: v
7" lutionary writers and artists of the west smet bave, In what is the wp- (
. 1ifting strength of such works s “Chapasvl® It i{s that in them is revived '
. . mot only the magnificent talents of the artists, dut also the flery Comnmistic P
. ambition, Only that kind of wnity can give crestions of heroic strength.® '

-6 -
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"CONFIFENTIAL

The Immigration and Naturalization Bervice files oontain a 1ott'ettdated
Ootober 6, 1953, from J. E. Wilkie, Becretary of the Arigona Pesce Officers
Association, written to Frances Perkins, Becretary of Labor, protesting to the
_ Department of Labor the right of Hans Risler to remain in the United States and

"/ . engage in’'s concert towr of this country, The letter states that Xisler had

remained for many months in Moscov and had again reentered the United States

*$o0 aid his fellov Commnists in srousing mass feelings., EKisler's songs snd

“eompositions are all of a revolutionary and propagandical nature, being designed
for the moat part for workers' choruses and his activities in proceeding hither

and yon about the United States to appear under Commmist auspices ere believed

to de sufficiently dstrimental to our alrealy ltea.dn; umcod peaco ana. trui-

I
1]

B ‘uility to \ra.rrnnt his oxpnllion trou thil oo\mtr:.‘ I B ;‘%;i_,

‘,‘1- L

It u notol that thil lottor s vritton tvo ﬂay- after lillar'l leoond

" entry m.o the United States on October b, 1935, st Kew York City. The Dnmigra-

tion records reflsct that Eisler stated om this secand trip that he was dsstined
to the "ENewv York 8chool for Boolel Ressaroh™ and that he intended to remain in
the United Btatoa for a perioé, of lix ‘months, lulo:_- actually left in December,
19’50 ‘ ,‘_:.-,::,_; T T S Y ‘ PP - ,.~ "’-.f,':-!.",.. o
'.ffn,"" TR - - A c
An artiole containod in the !orenher !2, 1935, uluo of tho "Daily
Worker®™ is a reviev of the play "Mother™ written By Bert Brecht ani dased on
Maxim Gorky's novel of revoluticnary Ruseis. %7he article states that Hans
Eislor vroto the mic ror this play.

B T P T [PTRTOI

m "nau: vorkor for December 19, 1955, contains an article entitled
"Working Class Bong Records,” This article advises that "working class and .
revolutionary songs were belng recorded for distridution to the working class,
Hans Bisler, the world's scknowledgod master eomposer of workers®' songs, garnered
ths finest of his msldiies." !he article continues by stating that the song
"Comintern” is wndoudtedly one of Eisler's most yopular songs and "has been sung
_ throughout the world for the pest elght years snd -uu stirl tho orowis at out-
. loor demtutim- and yoliticn neounp. : ;

. f'

WO ‘\, SR "':"a.-‘-; v R
e An lrtioh in tho 'Dauy Wcrhr" for hnuary 17, 19)6, ﬂrera to .
!1-101-. ‘This articls is entitled "Eisler's Bongs Will Featurs Lsnin Meeting."
> YThe sub-title 1s “Browvder, Ashford and Amter to Address Memorial.,” The article
. states, *Well known songs by Kans Eisler, internationally femous revolutionery
" oomposer, will featurs the musical program %0 be played and sung at the Lenin

" Meworial Neeting in Nadison Square Gerden, Mondey, Jenuary 20 (1936)° fnis

{:ONFy{Nm‘Tj
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article states that the Internmationsl Workers Order Band would pley Eisler's
songs and would feature a név arrangement of the "Internatiomale.” Also,
that they wvould play Bisler's most yopular sompositicmy, "Red Fromt,®
“Oomintern,” and "Dnited Front.” The article stated that Bxxl Jrowder,
Oeneral Besretary of the Commmmist Party of the United Btates, would speak
for forty-five minutes and discues Lanin's work in Puilding the Ruspian
revolutionary movemsnt,

A sonfidential faformant advised that there was an individual in
the United States by the name of Xéwards who was said to be the Communist

International rqrountlt.ln in this 0012 Aow %o this informant,

Bdvards Bad DO Tiret Dame and vas m

-

only as “Bdwvards.” Jowever, informant stated Rdwards

can be fwriher identified dy the fact that his Wother is Rans Risler, s oom- *
poser believed to be & mtursnu& American sitizen. The informant further

‘6-“.‘ Shad Wiutaw onbdoneel bl Y YRRy Y ]
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somposing music dut rather to sootect the OOMU and eonduct sctivitiea. The

informant based the adove statemsnts on the fact t.lut—

Bans Risler next entered the United Btates on January £1, 1938, at

+ha Fnﬁ-@ nf Saw Thwl m Taan 4 m#‘ ~ -nn-‘ -.-ﬂ‘.‘ 0!--6 I-l- 1T aad wmcmmeaed
- v wWe Sw™ F Y L K m Wi AWYVWILIWE AWAAWWDY LSS W il W '-‘_““u

residsnce was listed at that time as Vienns, Awstria, and his intended future
residense ut the time of issuance of his passport was Vienna, Auatrie, Eisler

was scoompanied by his wife, Louise, &lso known as Lottie Bisler. The Imigra-
tion resords reflest that en June 8, 10%8, suhiect applied ¢o extand his

~§

temporary visa and alsc applied for immigretion to Cuda with permission to re-
enter the United States.

On Angnat O. 10%8. the n-m; fon authoritisa directed a lettar to

Dr. Alvin Joh:nlon, niroctor of the New Bohool for Socoial Research, advising
that Mr. and Mrs, Bans Eisler had deen granted an extension of time wntil :
Jenuary 21, 1935, to remain in the United States. Prior to this Eisler had deen
susstionsd by the Immigration and Natwraligation Servise on Juns 10, 1938, at
which time he advised that since his entrence {n Jenwary, 1938, he had deen
lecturing wnder the awspicss of the Ner Badkool for Booial Ressarch and had

been offared: a five-year eontract at §3,000 & year, In direct ansver to the
question, “Nave any of your eompositions been used in eonnection with political
or patriotic songat™ he ansvered, "In Oermany I wrote songs which were ant:.
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During November, 1946, s series of mrticles were published in the
Los Angeles, Califarnis, "Exsminer,” which were written by Ruth Fischer. These
articles exposed her brother Qerhart's comnestion with the Commmist crganiga-
tions and also involved her Drother Eans Bisler. In ons fnstallment Ruth
Fischer wrote that Bans Bislsr followed Qerbhart to Amsrica in 1955 and they
met in Nev York ¥ity. Shs ocommented that Bans travelsd daok and forth bdetween
the United Btatea and Burope, making severel trips tc Ewssis to show his 0on-
tinwed loyalty. In another installment, Ruth Fischer wrots she tested Eans®
degres of subservisnce to the Qommunist Merty dy telephoning him that ke had
nov instruotions and that he was to go to the cormer of BRue Amsterdax and Place
Clichy and there swait & major she Imev, Rans agreed to this srrangement. Upon
another oocasion, Ruth Pischer reports Nans talked with her dwring the Moscov
trials and, aoccording to her, Eans became hysterical with the thowght that he
and Gerhart might featwre in one of the Moscow defendants' long-winded acousa-
tions. Hans Eisler begged Ruth Fischer to let it be known that for years they
had no sonnections, sinoe Ruth Fischer was out of favor with the Commmniat
Party.

dooarding to the highly confidsntial somroe, Risler in 1545 maintained
8 list of books whioh he appArently left in New York City. The ma)ority of these
books related to studies of the Communist ideclogy. The first ten books listed
by Risler on this list are as follows: ! “w

"MARY: ‘Capital! in three volumes

MAEX: *Ccllection of Easays'

MARX: ‘Criticism of Political ¥oonomy'®

ENOKLS: ‘Ludwig Feusrbach'

MARX -ENGELS: - ‘Letters'

1EXNTN: ‘About the Boviet Btate' : g;“’
IENYN: 'From Xis Philosophical Beritance'

EETIN: ‘Memories of Lenint {
‘Leninism’, fowr issues

LEN]IN;: ‘Complete editfom in thres wolumes' *

Eisler's Contacts in the Loa 8 Area b«v

A oonfidential informsan

are sympathetic to the Soviets wre Jans Risler, Dert Brecht, Lion Fesuchtvanger,
Reinrich Mann and others. YThe iaformant further stated that wndoubtedly, if
any one of the above individuals were given an invitation to retwrn to Germany
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they would no doudbt accept. %¥his informant identified Rans Eisler as being
very active in the Free German Movement irn Los Angeles and stated this group,
inslwding Eans Risler, has deen very slose to Mr. and Jirs. William Dieterle
and Charlie Chaplin, who have been prominently associated with the Communist

___hooorting to s santitesttal intornent [N
Eisler is the ooxposer of music set to the
picture 'xo-ololl IBcng of Jeroes) produced in Moscov in 1932, %he soenaric
for this picture is credited to Jorls Ivens, who is Xnown to be a olose peraonal
friend of Eisler. This picture is described as the film of the Boviet Lesague
of Youih, which reveals a oompletely new sociclogical owtlook. The informant
states that the name "Komsomol™ 1s that of the Young Comsunist Leagus in Russie
and that the translation of the title by the authors as "Song of Eeroes" is
sntirely insccwrate. Xisler alsc collaborsted with Joris Ivens in 19%% and

1958 in making the pistures "Now Farth” and "Forr Bundred Millions " Alac

e .‘-uj

according to thil informant, the subjeot awt with Joris Ivena on t.ho evening

of May 8, 1643, in Los Angeles, at which time three known mexbers of the Com-
munist Party were sleo in attendance, ﬁU/

On September £7, 19k3, the United States Attornmey's O0ffice at los
Angeles, Californis, considered the facts in the Nans Eisler case, advised that
no reguest would be made for s Presidential Warrant for the subject's arrest as
a dangerous alien enexy at that time. The United Btates Attorney referred to
the ocollaboration between the sudject and Bertolt Brecht and the similer nature
of the facts in thelr individual cases. Ne further referred to the decision
of the Department of Justice in the alien enexy Base against Bertolt Brecht,
stating that no Presidential Werrant was authorired for Brecht's arrest under
the existing conditicns since Brecht's beliefs scemed to de anti-Nari and enti-
Fascist and, therefore, was not oconsidered a danger to the war effort of this
country, The United Btatea Attorney stated that his dscision on the Eisler
cass vas based wpop that of the Pepartmsnt in the case against Brecht.

Investigstion has aleo reflected that Risler has besn in close
contact with Friedrich Christian Lang, wvho is a motion pioture director in
Hollyvood end who is & known Commmnist and affiliated with the Free Qerman

| T Tane 2aT)abonatald wddh Dawhbetd Beaabhd de TALE ¢ Ao cod # o
P T LY AFRMAE VVLARIULBEEL FAW SFTLVWLY SLTWIY 4D Aw) AU WEHYV EJVAV ’.I.Ul-m

“Eangmen Also Pie,” for which Eans Eisler wrote the mmsic. Eisler is alsc
known to de a oontact of Clifford Odets, a Playwright in Nollywood who is said

to bave written several plays produced by the Communist Party, Odete is a
reported mexber of many Communist front organisations and has baen active in

Comsunist affairs in Qalifornia. MNe sssisted Eans Eisler in cbtaining e pouition(;f
v
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with REO Btudios in Nollywood, Californis,

Other individuale who are acquaintances of Eisler and vho are a8 having
Comminist sympathies and cormections with the motion pictwre industry ineclude
3. ¥. lossy, director ard profucer; bt

%n, Sargjalld, potor] Osoar Eomolks,
Jean Renoir, writer and director. f-

H
w

Collateral Information

Bans Risler appoared on May 12, 1947, Before the Bub-Committee of
the House Committee on Un-Ameriocan Activities in its sessior st the Loe Angeles
Biltmore Hotel. It has been reported that Hans Eislor evadsd gquestions and was
so unsatisfactory as & witness that the Committes summoned him to appesar before
s complets Committee investigation in Washington, D. C., on Jwne 16, 1947. Thie
appearance before the Committes was sudseguently oancelled; however, i1t haa been
indicated that Eisler will de reguested to appear defore the Committee on
September 23, 1947. According to the records of the State Department, Rens
Risler, on June 15, 1547, msds application for an exit permit in order to yproceed
to Paris, France, Or this spplication Eisler listed as references Clifford Odeta,
previously idsntified in this memcorandvm, and Balks Viertel, who bas been active
in the Free German Movemsnt and bas associsted with many known Cosmmmist sympathizer:
incluwding Charles Chaplin, Bartolt Brecht, Clifford Odsta, and others,

The Veshington Times-Eerald for July 10, 1947, in an article, stated
that Ruth Fischer, the sister of Eans Risler, has indicated that she believes
Eisler has skipped the sountry and gone to Mexioco. Other nswspaper stories
indicated that Eisler had previously sdvised that he would appesr as s witness
at Qerhart Bisler's trial en charges of passport fyaud, On July 11, 1947, Bans

Eisler was served with a Congressional subpoena to appear before the Un-American
Activities Oowmittee on Septemder 23, 1947,

- 16 -
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STANDARD FORM NO. 84
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O]ﬁce Memomndum e UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

-
L]

TO : D, ¥, LADD S e DATE: August 20, 1947
A :);.(' Tk nﬁja/
FROM : H. B. FLETCHER {4~ ;
@ ' . ladd ———
SUBJECT: HANS EISLER
e
wr. ars -
At 5:30 p.ms, August 19, 1947, Mr, Ray Whearty of the Departmerg'; [ty

called and stated that the State Department had received a wire from Hansp: 'i.:™
Eisler from the Pacific Palisades, Los Angeles, California, which appar

- m Holmwy————
ently related to his application for an exit permit. Mr. VWhearty s jfz ?:g%
that he would probably receive more information concerning the exisyi /

application for an exit permit, He stated that his call was merely to furnis
this information and no action was being requested, '

A teletype is attached to the Los Angeles Office, advising them of
the apparent presence of Eisler in thelr area, having in mind that on August
19, 1947, the Los Angeles Office was instructed to begin a spot surveillance
for the purpose of advising the Bureau concerning the whereabouts of Eisler.

The Liaison Section has been instructed to determine the status of Eisler's

ACTION:

gglliﬁg?tion for exit permit. , ﬁ
s . s . ‘1/-‘( . E
Attachment REQOBDﬁ '/i/ ‘/-) L / 7:_/_ / 2 O
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‘unsnxncman niuxnnrnu :nxr I DOEDIATE yuTUEE 0 ranxs, znanc: IIGHL!
SOURCE ADVISES ATTORNEY TEFOENED AROTNER TNDIVIIUAL YAAY XISLER VOULD UNDOUMTEDL
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1SS Asursmmx'naa UNDOUPTAILY TRPORMED RTSLXR YHAY PRESINT cunan:ssxonmn 3 E
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Oﬁ?ce Memmmdum . UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
- N : '-,‘_.',
’ o : D. M, IADD ‘ , DATE: August 20, 1947
— FROM :  E.G Fltfhﬁx&%
. Mr. Tolmon
T SUBJECT: Jow_as EISJ.EE_ | g
: INTERNAL SuGURITI c g M—
- ' : 3 o Re—
In ¢onmeetion with the request of Mr. Flstcher comperning the 53 EL‘,Z“-———
above subjec‘b, of the State Department informed Mr. Roach . EE:;E'-——
r's personal attormey is attempting to got - renitmpTon—
Tele. Room —

on August 18, 1 a 8

Eisler out of the country. He, the Attormey, has inquired of the State M foage ~——-

Department concerning an exi t for his client. Although not informed s G —
advised that Eisler could leave the -

by the State Department,
country via the Canadian or Mexican borders without having to gt anexit perml s

but it would be nscessary to have such a permit if he left from either the West
or East coast. The State Department at the request of the Committee on Un-
American Activities, has placed appropriate stops with Imigration and Naturaliz- c

atlon aut.hont:t.es on all ports on the East and West coasts.

1

'Jhe abowve 1nfornat:|.on is submitted as a ma.'b‘oer of information a.nd
stated that the Bureau would be kapt advised of any further developents

in this matter. _ | 5
S o RECORDELZ (/22 /,_r___j 5 A3 —

RECOBEE]MTION o - C ' a % F £ I

It is suggested this memorandum be referred toi%e pinb&%éigecunty

ion for its information.- - .
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‘-."ro_"" j",.":i D. n. I.add " -m-m August 21, 194'2-: Toison__
o L . ) . B ur. "legb -
FROM :_  E, G, lf:ltch S . S‘i:i?;.—

< - -’ @ 2 h - * 3 ’\ o ::: lt‘;:g:cls
SUBJECT: Hﬂm EISLER _ . Dot i Roser
S mmmfﬁcumu c P TS s SREES A st
_ . w S . . . | R SOT.
S - TRt e T T e e, Hendon
L -.-r : o -.--_-__,,-,. R ST . Mmmtord

- Mr, Jones
Mr. Quin.r. T

uant to the request of ltr. H. B. Fletcher this morning, 7 tele, Room_
of the State Depariment was requested to furnish information ;. s
as Eisler's present address and date of his last contact with the - W= Oandy
State Department '.ln oonnection with his efforts to sacure an exit pemit.
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FROM :  m, D. L. LADD WERELN 15 UNCLASSIFIER, © atls
] EXCEPT WHERE 5 % bl —

SUBJECT: rrsten OTHERWISE ~, 47T e
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You will recall that 3‘131’15 I,‘.Z!.Sler, tﬂe DI‘O'GHEI‘ 01 uernar(:( m.s.l.er;;.' %;I“
is presently under subpoena to appear before the llouse of Representative'sii, i
un-American Activities Committee for testimony on 9/23/L47. Eisler, dur- ﬁ:: —

ing the past few days, has been in Washington, D. C. and testified as a o ——
defense witness at the passport fraud trial of his brother, Gerhard Eisler.

Information has previously been received by the Burezu that Hans
Fisler 1s desirous of going to Paris, France in order to direct the picture
f"alice in Woncerland™ and it was because of Eisler's efforts to obtain an exit
per‘mlt {for t-hls trip that thv Thomas un= Ame r1ngn ln+§1r"4ﬂ|e¢: r'rm'rm‘l tiea nlarad ~1:

ke A AL LW V¥ A Uk
him undexr subpoensg

R 10, the Lmicration and Naturalization
Service has similarly been requested by the Thomas Committee to deny Eisler 1
2 reentry permit for subsequent entry into the United States.. G \ R -

“gollateral to the above information a technical surveillance main-%x .
tained on
conversation vy e o
.pertinent interest to Fepresentative Thomas of the House of Representatives'
un-Anerican Activities Conm:.ttee. This conversation occurred at 5:12 p.m.

o fe N e s . _m. o ——_—.-—_____-
I o) V. 3de 3

novie but was unable to get a zisa, because he was under subpoenza to the Com-.
mittee, (Thomas Committee). WS tated that this was not accurate, thatt_. =)=
the subpoena does not stop him from leaving and that it only requires him to E =
appear before the Commnittee. He added that Eisler can go to France and that & “.‘
all he needs is the necessary visa. inquired about an exit permit. .= o©
etated Eigler does not need an exit ne t. He than exnlained that EiSl&'o

Ve Savate WUTOS neel Eaiat pC mit. ‘2

as an Austrian citi es not need such a permit. qa'sked what
replied that there is no hold up ess the State

the hold up was and
legal lained, Eisler does not
then asked if Eisler's

Department will try sometring illegal.
passport was in good condition. Fo}i her that kisler could get an Austrian

FREV

'DATE

’ C‘LM

need to apply to the State Department.

ssport. E then inquired as to wiy s as Eisler
EE Eeen in o ftoday to see about t she could
not say but that she had heard that and had been

to the State Department on that date. She e sler would get an
Austrian passport. stated that Eisler could get one ﬁ Ahe Auszﬁan Lega~ _

tion and added that he dld not really need one as Eisler c &‘1a‘ave n“an e
y nsoommn 2 U, Iy
e S
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FMEZIOTANIUY FOR THE DIRECTOR ’ IR . PAGE TWO

affidavit of identification.Ethen inquired as to how Eisler was
planning to go or if he was p ng to go at all. tated that he
thought Eisler was going as he had a contract and & to make a living

and conld be back bv Sentamber 91 but he stated that he 4id not know how . ‘ d o

Eisler would go. *ask if Fisler was in disagreement with the V
State Department about leaving. "no," that he had spoken

to them and there was no difficulty. told him that she under-

stood from s at the State Dept. that a person under a subpoena could 5

not leave. said that that someone at the State .Department was all "wet,®

as that held only in criminal cases. He added that the State pepartanent&

ne business "butting in® so far as their own regulations are concerned.

told her to get them to read her the regulation the next time. She then -
wanted to know about the Congressional subpoena. stated that it wag
not 2 criminal case. She stated sometimes she wondereq about that.

sald, "yes, the way some committees ran their hearings it might be."™ The
conversation was then concluded. q 0

ACTION: In view of the definite indication from this conversation that Elsler

'II Teave the U. S. for FParis, France probably without the permission of the
State Tepartment, it is suggested that consideration be given to orally furnishing
NP the above information in a paraphrased form tc Rep. Thomas of the Mouse of
Kepresentative's un-American Activities Committee, It ds further suggested that

| this information might be simllarly furni_sieil_tﬁ_—_of the State
Hepartment. , .
* ) " b1

} p} qL

I

Q
b




& )
P in bl 7 plareussinepbygRICHIS
5:z.ﬂfr~fmu - v e

‘\ -
APPROPRIATE AZENCIES
. AND FIELD (TTICES
>’ ADVTSTT RV T UTING )
. SLIP(S) 0% COSPIDELTIAL
te A t1 o\ — ) BY SPECIAL ETSSPUCER ——
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Subjects WS BISER . " HEREIN IS.UNCLASSIFIED
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Rans Pisler, the bro‘:-lur of Corhrrt Rlelor, is presently under subpoena
to appear before the Houss of Represantatives Un—Arerioan fctivities Comittes
for teatimony on September 23, 1947, Eisler, during the pest sevoral days, has
beon in Washinzton, D. €., and testified ss & defenso uitneu in tho pu.upcrt
fraud trial of his brother, Garhnrt Bi:lor. _ .

I bave recelived Min‘.l.bo intomtion !‘rm a hlrhlr omﬂdmtm cmu'o.
that Tlans Fislor is eonsidering a trip to Paris, France, “to direct a picturs, w"
Eisler's attorney, Jos Forer, who is in the office of the Yatlonal lawyers

uild, has beem im touch with Eigler goncsrning this satter and has advised .

Risler that the congronloml subpoom does not stop hinm from leaving the

[CIy gy ) A e A _ ba__ A_ .. __ . L.f_ ... &AL. = _____Saod _ -

Uriuea a“m WF DH-I,' nquz.r-l AR WG WpPoRr P8l OT® Wit VORIALTTEB. roTer
contonds that Kisler does not meed an exit pernit us he is an Austrian citizen,
Ee furthor contends that Bisler doss not need to apply to the State Dopartment
and that Bigler could, through the Austrian Legatlon, obteln an Ausirlian poss-
port and the necessary visa would be his only other requiremont, Forer alse
contends that Efsler does not in reality neod that passport smd that Eislor oould
loave the United States on an affidavit of identiflication, Forer has definitely
stated that hs thought Eisler would go to Paris, France, s he has a contract and

,uods to mh a living cnd that Eisler could h back hy &aytadnr zzrd.

!t has o,ln bnn uowhima that Yorer bollwu t‘hero h no dinmnt

botwoen Elsler and the State Department about leaving, Porer also has stated .

that the ruling that a persom under subpoena cannot leave the souniry applies
only In orinlnnl cases and dows not npply to a congnuloml Iuhpoenl‘

or nolu-'a !nundod anpurhm for rrmu or ﬂu means ﬁxiah
not been uw-hlml. ;

mwemd in ﬁm :bcm: lnformtiou. and I will,
this matter when

N
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STANDARD FORM NO. 84

Oﬂice Memomﬂdzzm e UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO : 17t Do M. LADD Tjtl/p DATR: Aurusst 1¢.,4547
F@v ° 7 olson
.A.Tﬁﬁ
™~

FROM : H. B. FLRETC!

SUBJBCT: HAN? EISLER

‘F.‘!FF."FFFF
P
s
e

At 5:10 p.m., Auzust 18, 1947, L'Ir. Ray Thearty of the Departentl: Srmaifws
called with reference to Hana Elslar, ma.lcmg refarance to our memoranduln . e

of hugust 14, 1947, in whioch we advised the Department that we had re- -ﬂ:gky;;::::

coived information %o the eflect that Hans Eisler was considering a trip C (i{"/_u‘&

to Paris, France, and had consulted his attorney to determine whether or
not he would be violating the law if he went to France, having in mind
that he was under subpoena to appear before the Un-American Activitias ,
Comnittee on Septembar &, 1947. Lr. Vhearty advised that he had ‘checked o
with Imnigration and detesrmined that as of Auzust 5, 1947, the stops which
had teen requested by the Department have been placed now with all Immi-

gration eoifices, thet these stops, however, do not cover the entrances

into Canada, and it would be possible for Eisler to get into Cenada and -
then get out to Burope. Ir. Wheariy wanted to kmow what we thought about

the survelllanca of Bisler. .

.\

4% 53140 p.m., Auzust 18, 1247, I azain talked to Lr. Whearty
and told him I would take this matter up with you. He said he was looking
ur the law to see whether or not at this time it would be illegal for Fans
Sisler as an Austrian citizen to leave the United Stetes without permissiom,
He was also considering having the House prepars another subpoens requirizp
the appearence of BEisler within & couple of days and thersafter continue him
on a day to day basis on this subposne until September 23.

RECORDED
ACTTON | /&’{z’—//b ,?./(,n ST %
—= PRt SN
In sccord with my discussion of this matter -'.3.}? you; 2 ua'l}:ed

to lr, Vhearty at 9:30 a.m. today, August 19, 1947, and advised h1m that
wo did not have facilities to handle this matter so far as surveillance
vas concerned, particularly having in mind that if he would go into Caneda
there was rothing we could do ebout it, or even if he got on a boat or
airplane for Europe within the United States there was nothing we could do
about it. I also informed ¥r. YWhearty that we did plan to spotcheck Eisler
so that if he dissapnsared we would be aware of that fact, =2nd in the event we
did secure such information he would be promptly advised. It is noted that Mr,
Whearty indicates that there will be a . possible violation of Title 22, Section
225, U, S. Code, if Eisler were to attempt to depart from the United States.
HBF:emw  Mr, Whearty expleined that this Section states that anyone who
violates any regulation or attempts to with reference to leaving
the United States is supject to certain penaltiea. This Section would be

2Tt Aot Ta 4 T2 at am =t PRV ooy Py | -~ PPy

uyp.l.a.uuua.u W LL3LATL an H.-I-J.UH’ uuu unaer M!E LBEU-LGU.I.UIB HE J.B prBaenD.Ly re-

quired to have an Exit Permit or a Border-Crossing Permit. HBF:mjj)

ALL INEGRMATION CONTAINED

22 HERES IS UHCLATSIFIED
T Bl DATE e BY splas®
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o m emction with the Buresu's imestlgation of sm-c
espionage activities, it is reguested thai authorization be granted
for tho installation of a technical surveillance on Hans Eisler at .

" 23868 est Pacifio Coast Highmay Pacific Palieatos, cnli,fca-nh, "
mophom ¥allbu 6262, ’y/ w ’ ’ .

e ronunmnuntnansmmum&mc" -
o Gorbardt/Risler who was recently convicted in District Court of a
s portrraud violation, Hans Eisler is under subposm at the

: time to appoar befmre the Bouse of R tatives Commitice

on Towinerican Activities on Septesber 23, 19L7. Information has i

boen received, as you have been advised, that Eisler may possidly at~ |

, mm to go to Paru, France; prmr to t’xu ultim ( ;

o Rospeetf\;l!ly, "‘ 3
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s * e ‘Mr. Tolson
¢ - ! b \ - - - - P . Mr. E. A, Taom __
P o . T Mr. Clegt
: JLL lnromnon CONTATRED L - 4. g:u:v____
. MEREINIS UNCLASSIFIE} ~ - . . -, A . Glayin___

: { M ALAdd
EXCEPT WHERE SHOWN ° 4

- i oo FuBa |. TELETYPE' N e —

Y : Mr. Traey
FIATE m&:mn___

AT AT
AnYISED Ef ROUTING

LGIRECTOR, FBA— ~ URGENT A& ey:

DECLASSIFY ON: ﬂ{' o'.J ;? d

; -
ATTENTION: SECURITY DIVISION @039 [/_QQ_

HANS_EISLER 1S-R. REQUEST IMMED| ATE AUT

OF . TECHNTCAL SURVEILLANCE ON ABOVE SUBJEC 23868 WEST .

FALISADES, TELEPHONE MALlBU y2b2,*
TECHNICAL ESSENT TO INSURE COMPLETE

HOOD 7+,
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. Ok | — e
: o ! Mr. Tolsen ..

P, U e e U Mr. K. A. Tamm

BUREAU OF I“ESTIGIT‘O“ ; ":' ‘C_:":" ------
. ' U, & DEPARTHENT OF 1U ‘ : /s e
=unuummﬁhs Sl SO
. . r. Dinste ...,
c#M7m AUG ‘947 Y e, Pracy . ...

ﬁll INFORMAT.ON CONTAINED RI PPN
(RENIS UCLATF) | e R
_DATE:M@ BY _sleklf Bt

-

7'13%¢ 3p-7mad g
WASH 5 FROM LOSA - 20 T 2-57PM
_~BIRECTOR AND SAC § WASHINGTON FIELD - - URGENT

HANS EISLER, 1S R.. ON AUG FIVE SUBJECT WIRED LOUBONI N, THIRTY

TWO RUE WASHINGTON, PARIS, THAT HE WOULD LEAVE FOR PARIS ON AU{%..}A
TWENTY FIVE TO START MUSIC FOR PLAY OR MOVIE AND REQUESTED G
TRAWSL EXPENSES AND ﬁRPLANE TICKETS. SUBJECT AND WIFE NOT

SEEN IN VICINITY OF HOME FOR AT LEAST TWO WEEKS. WASHINGTON

FIELD REQUESTED TO OBTAIN DATE OF SUBJECTS WIRE TO S)TE DEPT.,

AND ANY RETURN ADDRESS GIVEN, .G
o Wb o sm_lu, ay-»/
ﬁ w " ?‘ﬁ o) . ?
a\'},‘hs AUG 2719 1947, 1
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* AUG £ /1847
. mﬁ TER

[}

F WA 7 NEW YORK 2 FROM LOSA 21 955 PM

- '/ DIRECTIR SAC NEW YORK v ﬁé‘-”“’"’

HANQIEISLER, 1S-R, SUBJ. LOCATED MALIBU, CALIF,, THIS DATE,
AUGUST TWENTY-NINE RESERVATI

—————— L5 S

[~

MO Twr

T MATM)
v 1w v rani

>

RANCE, FOR

(2]
n

»

EISLER AND WIFE CANCELLED BY LOU BUNIN PRODUCT{ONS, HOLLYWOOD,

CALIF. BERNARDNGKADRON, LOCAL REPRESENTATIVE OF BUNIN PRODUC-
TIONS, PRESENTLY IN PARIS. —bt

WY 1 ORMANTS REPORT SKADRON HAS SENT OVER

THIRTY CP MEMBERS AND SYMPATHIZERS TO PARIS FOR BUNIN' PRODUCTIONS
IN PAST MONTH., STOPS PLACED WITH TWA, EISLER®* BANK, AND .

WESTER

e

118 i
Wive

at

AL CAD e TN ARTs T -~ e
Wiy T ®

OR EISLER DEPARTURE, iNFORMANTS STATE EIiSLER

u

NOW INTENDS TO GO TO EUROPE IN LATE SEPTEMBER OR OCTOBER AFTER QLR
TRIP TO WASHINGTON TO TESTIFY BEFORE HOUSE. UNAMERICAN AFFAIRS

COMMITTEE. (SPOT SURVEILLANCE WILL BE commusn) _ L0
HOOD ‘ RECORDED /M "’l?-{ 220 —

ACK PLS TPEXED 93 huanri
. 621 ans )ﬂ?A/vv4?E)-
A ,-1;5& “ Me#z-/ o9
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BTANDARD FORM NO. 84

Oﬁice Memmmdz&m UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO : D, M. LADD D-{ 9_, DATB: August 22, 1947

- o~ Mr. Tolson
FROM  : H., B. FLETCY b Clogs
& —‘ o —
SUBJECT: HANS EISLER W, Ty
) THICDMAT aoHimoTYmY _ D Mr, Carsof___—

dd¥ LEALITHL WLoAUIVLALL b - :: IGG‘;_-" i
b o ——
At 10:00 a.m,, today, I advised ¥r. Ray Whearty of the Depart- . PewTmmn—

ment that the subject had been located at Malibu, Californiz and that Tele. Room "
his reservations on TWA for August 25 to Paris, France, for himself u
his wife have been cancelled, and that informants had stated that he
intended now to go to Europe in late September or October, after nis t
to Washington to testify before the House Un-American Affairs Committee.

I also informed ¥r. Whearty tbat. -] spot surveillance on this person would
bhe maintained, ] o

HBF :MJJ . 035

B R I

Y7078 T

/

ALL INFORMAT.ON CONTAINED Lt/
HEREIN IS URCLASSIFIED

R DATE 22} BY sPsc

2SEP 4 ]c,_;",f 741zt8¢ SP. DI s
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‘Mr. Rosen
« Mr., Tracy
. (i Mr. Carson
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- Mr. Pennington_
a / Mr. Quiza Tamm
Nease

DIRECTOR, FBI B 12,', URGENT -

ATTENT!ON.  SECURITY DIVISION. HANS@ISLER 18-R.
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STANDARD FORM NG, 54

Oﬁice Memomndum e UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO . D. ¥, IADD i) t2ﬁ>za DATE: August 21, 1947
FROM H, B, F bnzcs..'"" w" O
sunjicr: HANS EISLER

INTERNAL SECURITY -~ R

With reference to the attached teletype from the los Angeles
Office advising that on August 5 the subject had wired to Faris indica-
ting he would leave for Faris on August 25, 1947 and requesting travel

ETENINNNANRNENNNAN
£

mYamnad $a Y  heyw Af WVew VYoawlr at 290 Avy mramd O 10277 snd ha
PaOuUTUd VU Kle ;uuu; WL OW LWiLn av s v y.m-, AUEUD UV L1y 4747 dldd e wag ((, V{
requested to make a check at La Guardia Airport to determine whether or not'-

Eisler was booked for airplane passage to Europe on August 25. The Liaison =
Section checked with the State Department again to determine if they had any, .
recent address for Bisler and information was obtained to the effect that +°
the State Department on August 14, 1947 received a telegram from subject
headed ‘xgnsz. Pacific Palisades, California," e

At sbout 4:15 p.m. Mr. Ray Whearty of the Department was furnished
the information contained in the ILos Anr:p'lpn tn'ln'l'vnn and he indicated Hm‘l'

because of the Attorney Generalls interest in this case, it would receive
immediate attention and the Department would make a decision as to what action,

if any, should be taken. \ R _L

It is also reported that a telephone call was placed to ¥r,.Hennrich
of the Wachington Field Office advising him that the Security Division was
making the necessary contact with the “tate Department and it would be unneces-
sary for the WFO to make the contact as requested in the Los 4ngeles teletype.
ACTION:

There is attached a teletype to the Los Angeles Office forwarding
them the information requested by their teletype,

Attachments : 7 . =

mmﬂa H 2 O - /7? - /—’/I 1 -..J
HBF :MJJ i/ ¥

. Wyt ’
v :47079
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Federal Bureau of Inuestipation
Anited Htates Bepartment of Justice

fr. Nichols ........--
HWashington, B. ¢. coNMN'ﬂBL E,. EE:‘._::._.- -

August 26, -1947 M. Eyam.

~

BERSOMAT-AMP-EONTF '
Mr. Mobr ...eevon--
. - Mr. Penaington . ...
MEMORANDUM FOR THE ATTORNEY GENERAL A Quine Tamm. .
Re: Hans Eilsler : _ ] Mire Gemndy ...

~In connection with the Bureau's Investigation of Soviet _
espionage activities, it is requested that authorization be granted l;’
for the installation of a technical surveillance on Hans Eisler at
23868 West Pacifie Coast H:Lghway, Pacific Palisades, California,
telephone Malibu 8262,

You will recall that Hans Eisler is the brother or
GerhardtAEtSTer who was recently convicted in District Court of a
passport fraud violation. Hans Eisler is under subpoena st the
present time to appear befare the House of Representatives Committee
on Un-American Activities on September 23, 1947. Information has
been received, as you have been advised, that Eisler may possibly at-
tempt to go to Paris, France, prior to this testimony.

“Q) Respectfully,
@L’v“ ,
. APPROFT.YATE AGERCI
EKREP IN F. B. L FILES °hnDEi‘:§g over AXD PISL CFFICES =
g SYISED EY RCUTING \
7///6’7%% . SLIP(S) 01? Y
S . 2-/6-5%
CLASSIFIED B/, ™
APPROPRT DECLASSIEY 0AD! |
AXD FIFID\S
ADVISTT B 2~ITING .
sLIP(S) v p=1maclzud:
PECLASSIFIED B .
TN on g -co-€L 2.

,. -ncoapr,n l QO_: _Z_?ﬁ 99 0«5?

r B I
209 SEP.B 1947
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STANDARD FORM NO. 84

. Oﬁice Memorandum + oniTED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO  : R DL M N&- lAL DATE: September &, 1947 fﬁ P
- | «» Tolson
- ' « Bo ke
FROM : J. P. COVIE CcO DENT" / g A —
g & ﬁrnmmm ONTATNAY - Momem——
SUBJECT: IANS EISLTR ) EIN IS UNCLASSIF T m——
- INTSRYAL SSCURITY - R k EXCEPT WHERE SHOWN M fa———
The Los Angeles Field Division by teletype dated September 2
1947, hes advised that the technical surveillance approved on the ooy

subject will cost approximtely $350.00 for installation due to Kiie
lack of existing facilities., Lionthly serviee charge in addition -
will be approximately $160,00. The Los Angeles Office has further
advised that they have developed an informant coverage in the locality
of the subjeot and that a physical surveillance is contemplated to v
determineg the subject's departure.ﬂ w’
. - K
You will recall thet Hang Eisler has indicated thet he
would possibly depart from the United States for Paris, France. However,
he is presently under subpoena by the House of Representatives Un-imerican
 Activities Committee for appearance in Washington, D. C., on Septanber 2z, -
1947. Recent information has indicated that Eisler has cancelled his
departure plans snd cancelled his reservations for travel to France, The
possibility does exist that he may attempt to leave ths United States.
The Imnigration and Naturalization Service and the State Depariment, as
well as the Attorney General and the Un-American Activities Committee,
have all been made aware by the Bureau of Bisler's plans and stops have
been placed at all border stations, it being noted that the stops are mnot
effective at the Canadisn border. The Department has previously been
advised that the Bureau will keep aware of Bisler's actlvities through
spot surveillances; however, it is not Yelieved that the expenses involved
in the installation of this technical surveillance are warrantedzﬁi'bkf

ACTIOR

If you approve, the attached teletype to the Los Angeles Field

Division will be sent, which tqletype instructs Los Angeles gof to mske the.,
technical surveillance but to_assure coverage of Eisler's activities through

% inTorments a&nd physical surveiliance.

» i
Attechment T-K3¥ ﬂ
CLASSIFING” BY: 5P~ Zﬂ&ﬁé&) '
RAC :cmw DEC%SKN: DADR J l -

. - : : £
DECLASSIFIED BY 2P- — - RRCORBED QQ.—-{ ? 2 L5
o8 3-(9:-3¢ T % 3 B‘;I‘/C &7

' - EX-55 34 Ser b 1847 t
CLASS. & EXT, | (S 2-11-¢0 ~
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DATE . OF REVI ¥ { U/ :
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EXPELSE IX (I!I'NECTIOB %ITH INSTALLATIOR OF TECENICAL SURVEILLAI'GB.

EXS

EERENENERE

ﬁ

"\ S/ i‘.;:.fé"tr\
&bslw}]_ 71”‘1-' tﬁ/

"BENT VIA

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION.

Tranamit the following message to:

I.‘S VIEW OF' uromr OOYERAGE ]EVEIDPED AYD PfﬂSIGAL SUKVEIIMGB, S
I‘l' 1

THROUGH ALL OTHER PAGILITIES SHOULD B SUF FICIEHT !D BS‘IABLISH
N

CLASSINED BY:

7=/
DECLISSIY, O: . oi I
T . 'n ’ F 4
¥ o
pgmssmxzne ,.sf_mﬂ—"-lﬂz“‘” %
an

'cormsnzs'mom 5’ <]

4
P

e R -

AL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
STATES DEPARTMENT OF JU B
i ______ .

CC-I%'“’"‘

URGENT

SEPTEMBER 4, 1547 .BON

ENTIAL
e g e 8ac, L0S ANGRLSS % ,\

-7 «
REURTEL SE TEXEER rﬁguﬁ{?yw{mc or %@

8 HOT FEL‘I DBSIB&BLB 'l.'O nm I!S!ALIA'IIOI; HO’!EEVER. YWR OOYEEAGK

mm mou creY. %,w

., ADVISZD ER ¥« AR IR S L.
. SLIP(S) ' o . T
- DATE R .
2 . S i !
e W o~ A [T *

i . P " PR X "

C Ao
cw K3 .

Ry
.r‘:‘. _. .
“rmmt QUREAL OF ummmou
4, 5. DEPARTMENT OF jutiet

émwnmcmuus SESTION

TELEMETER




f COE-4 - , ‘ \

+ B B l '_

¥ : o ’ Mr. Tolson

[ Mr. E. A. Tamm_

Mr. Clegs
?. Glavin____
) Ladd

M:zf Niebols____
r. Rosen

Mr. Tracy

Mr. Carson

Mr. Egan

Me, Gurnea

Mr. Harbo

LD FITT ; Mr. Hendon

T - ; :
Pt - ‘n,‘CES ‘ T Mr. Pennington_
; - I_/ ] Mr. Quinn Tamnm
AL . Mr. Nesse
. . L ;T ¥ Miss (§ands”

ALL TRFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED /
EXCEPT WRERE SHORN 7

SLIP(S)k}

DIRECTOR, FBI URGENT
ATTENTION: SECURITY DIVISION

uansEisLer; 15 - R mGRANTING AUTHORITY FOR
TECHNICAL SURVEILLANCE OF ABOVE SUBJECT. INSTALLATION COSTS

WILL BE APPROXIMATELY THREE HUNDRED FIFTY DULLARS DUE TO LACK
OF EXISTING FACILITIES. MONTHLY SERVICE CHARGED APPROXIMATELY
ONE HUNUDRED SIXTY DOLLARS. |INFORMANTS COVERAGE LEVELOPED IN
LOCALITY ANU PHYSICAL SURVEILLANCE CONTEMPLATED TO DETERMINE
SUBJECTS LEPARTURE. SUTEL DESIRABILITY OF COMPLETING INSTALL-
ATION F INMPORTANCE OF CASE WARRANTS EJ(PEND!TURE.Y,M.
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mJ..ll ‘ ?. . Rl M
¢ Oﬂice Memomndum UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
1
‘! t0o 1+ The Dlregtor L . pate Julyll 1947
%- ) . - ) . . / T Mr Tollon
X FROM D. M. Ladd S : o R —
- . ’ . ‘ . , ’ Ir o:u j
: supjeer: - JOHAN ISLER, aliases / . - Ve
. b Hansg isler, Hanns Eisler, Harry Eisner . - W G
/ “INTERNAL SECURITY - R | e, Qi ——
. Mr. HendoE ——
X Lo . nr: PonnlnEEE‘ﬁ____

o |
FA: VH{G\, . ; ¥r. ¥ense
<1 There is attached.a memorandum concerning  4& o —
- the background and activities of Hans Eisler, who is currently >
under investigation by the House of Representatxves Un-American
Activities Committee and who it is reported will be subpoenaed to
appear before that Committee on September 23, 1947. Hans Eisler
you will recall is the brother of ‘Gerhart Eisler, who was convictéd
of contempt of Congress and who is presently under indictment \

for a Passport fraud violation. ‘ ,

1 Ina smuch as it is contemplated that at least port:ons
of this memorandum will be furnished to the Un-American °
Activities Committee, there is also attached a copy of the previous
. memorandum which was prepared by the Los Angeles Field Office
> and given to the Committee at Los Angeles on May & ClW‘EE '
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.mlmﬁa‘?;é&g:‘&%ﬁ?’ | | EN ﬂBL July 11, 1947
, ‘ﬁgﬁiﬁw}“’m - 'CONFD N
oreERIisE | “COULIDELIVE

JOHANNES EISLER, with aliases

_ “ .. Mans Fisler, Hanns Eisler, Harry Elsner
cEet e ke INTERNAL SECURITY = R Gx e o 7

AT , S ,_‘ ‘ cus?mw BY.S&ZMA?ZM)
‘ R A DECLASSIFY oN; R

s Johannu Eisler was boru July 6. 1898 nt Leipzig Germany. Hc
SR s the son of Rudolf Eisler and Marie Ida Eisler, nee Fischer. He is the -
.+« brother of Gerhart Eisler and Ruth Fischer, both of whom have figured prom-
s inently in recent disclosures by the un-Amer!can Activitiu Committee of
nouu o! chrcunntlnl R R i—- LA \~ Gl R L P

L)

- cordh; h s con!ldenthl source hmrlng access to the persoul

effects of Eisler on May 30 and August 13, 1945, it was ascertained that
Eisler had in his possession a rough draft typewritten document *‘Life Histogl_'] {
which states that Hans Eisler graduated from high school and spent three years
ia the military service. He studied music in college and university and while

& student beld the position of teacher at Vienna People’s High School and the
Laborers® University. In 1924 he obtained a prize for music given by the City

of Vienna, which was the highest honor a composer could attain. He moved to
Berlin, Germany, at the end of 1924, where he became & teacher in the Workers'
University. He immigrated to the United States in 1933 and in 1935 became a
professor o{ mslc o.t the New School lor Socm Ruearch In Hew York Cityﬂ U

(100-195 zz"éﬁl‘r&d Blop'tphy - 1942" contalns a b!oguphy et Ham Eisler
which lists his address &s ¢/o New School for Social Research, 66 West 12th
Street, New York City. This biography contains the following pertinent infor-
mation other than that set out above: Eisler served on the talian front during
the First World War (1918) and wpon his discharge from the army studied
composition with the prominent modern composer Arnold Schoenberg at the
" Academy of Music in Vienna. KEisler's recognition throughout Eurcpe and to
soma extent in the United States was brought about by his musical compositions,
as well as his work on German fllin scores. All of Elsler's work in music was
°  banned whea Hitler came Into power fa 1935, He composed the musical score
« - for the film **Song of Heroes"' in 1932. This was a film oa life in the Soviet Union.
7 Kisler escaped from Germany in 1933 and thereafter worked in Paris, the United
States and England. This article states that i Febrmryrl%b. the Rockefsller
Foundation allocated $20,000 te the Naw § for Socidl Research for research
and study of music and films and the se¢ in turn commissioned Eisler to
work on musical scores for the New York Philharmonic. In May, 1942, the New
School for Social Research granted Eisler a leave of abuncc to continue his
work on the Rockefeller project in Hollywood.
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Accordiag to the above biography, as well as through the result of
iavestigation, it bas been determined that Eisler married Louise Anma Gos-
sotonyl, bora March 6, 1906, at Vienna, Austria. They were married In
Cascheslevakia en December 7, 1937. Eisler had beea y married and
divorced, but the identity of his first wife is uaknown &1}01-195220-16)

(ienlts of Burean's Investigation Re Eislsz’s h_( P

Rarkeronnd and Coamrmnniat Affiliation
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In the early 1930°s Hans Eisler collaboratsd with Bertolt Brecht, a
Germaa revolutionary writer presestly ia the United States who is closely
associated with Hans Eisler at this time. They produced a play entitled *‘Die
Massaakme’" {The Disciplinary Measure). This play bas appeared in print in
both Germaay and Csechoslovakia. The complete play is in the possession of
the Bureau and has been translated, and it is noted the authors call it an
educational play. It deals with the work of four Communist agitators who go
from Moscow o Mukden, Manchuria, to spread propaganda and support the
Chinese Communists amoag the industries of Mukdea. The action of the play
takes place before the ‘‘Comtrol Committee’” when the feur agitators retura
to give an account of their work and eapecially account for the fact that they
bhad been forced to kill a young Communist comrade whose intentions were good
but whose death was deemed a necessity by the four agitators since his activity
threatened to endanger the Communist movement among the Chinese. (ibid ser. 2 |

A letter dated May 12, 1930, at Berlin, Germany, {s published along
with the foregoing play and the letter is signed by both Brecht and Eisler. The
suthors defend their play, ebject te its censorship and suggest that the play be
presented by those for whom it was intended, that is, workers, choruses, groups
of amateur players and school choruses, This play is clearly of &8 Communist

propaganda mature. (ibid serial 2) U .z

is & coafidential ‘a
informant, advised on MAFER I3, 1943, thit Bert Brecht and Hans Eisler were

co-authors of a march known as the *‘Somg of Solidarity’’ (Solidarietaets-Lied),
which was written in about 1931. According to this source, the march was
adopted with the permission of Brecht and Eisler as the soag of the Communist
Youth Organization in Germaay prior to Hitler's rise "":'ef’u‘?"' 2 p.5)

The Fobruary 18, 1935, Lasue of the Daily Werker, page 4, caataing an
article which describes Eisler as “the brilliant revolutionary composer of
‘Comintern," “Rote Froat,’ ‘Kuhklewampe,’ *Parade of the Cotton Pickers® and
‘Song of the Coal Miners.” Though mot yet 37, this militant worker composer

bas been associated with the workers® movements in Germany for the last W
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seventeen years. Through the rising of Fasclsm in Germany he was in the
forefront of the workers resistance to Hitler. Song after song came from this
tireless and prolific composer, songs that now help the masses in militant
demonstrations.... In addressing the delegates of the German singing socleties,

- .- the Plerre De Geyter group, the Artist Unioa, the anti-Naxsi Federation, the -
.. Workers Dance Leaguse, the Workers Music League, International Workers -

.+ Order and others, Hans Eisler stated that in the American workera® use of

revolutionary musiec, unity is achieved not only by the American workers of all
aationalities but among all workers throughout the world.' The article also
referred to a concert on March 2, 1935, to be held in New York City, which =
would be one of a national tour, including Pittsburgh, Philadelphia, Chicago, U\.

Bosbon. St lmh Sn Fuuclseo. nd other eitiu in wuch Elaler vould 8 nﬂ

L i

Also h the Fobmry l.l 1935. luna ot tha Daily Worker. on pagc 7.

o _Elsler h described in another a:ticlc vritten by Scr;! Rcdamsky ln thc :

lollowlngmnmr: ,’ . L fa _ "_m, ST P SR
; “!hnnn Elsler. the famm urolntionry Gcr:ma refugu compour.

arrived in this country a few days ago. Every effort has been made by the
Hitler goverament to fezret out all of Eisler’s music and to destroy his
influence with the worker. To ewa one of his records in Germany is
punishable by imprisonment, nevertheless, thousands upon thousands of
records of Eisler’s revolutionary mass songs are still played in Naxi
Germany and his popularity is as high as ever therse. The spreading of
revolutionary music among the Cerman workers was not an accident nor
was it casily accomplished. The Communist Party in Germany had to
fight the old beer garden atmosphere and nationalistic ditties of the mid-
dle class which had found their way into the masses. In this cultural
and music development, the German workers ware led by Hanns Eisler.
The class struggle ia Germany, strikes, barricades, first of May cele-
brations and other demonstrations are bound up with his name. Eisler
is a pupil of Schoenberg. Only when Eisler came into the struggle of the

-

IR _ working c¢loss did he find his medium and with it grew his power of

compeosing music whick expressed not only the 1ife and battles of I.In_ :
- Germaa wthu._ht ol the mnn; chn af the n:tirc wrhl.' PEINEE

&

F e “l:lsler has tiken an active part in the “ﬂllh of the ""“‘3 class

Y of Germany. That is why Ms songs find Instant responses from the masses.
 The workers and peasants of the Soviet Union were quick to appreciate
- this and his 'On Guard,’ "Comintera’ and others are tremendously popular.

S The revolutionary movement wunder the leadership of the Communist Party

has brought to its ramk many musicians whose activities are of great help
to the class struggle. Eisler is one of the leading spirits in music for the
worker and cutstanding as & musician, & comrade and always on ;gnttle

line with the rank and file." (100_195220_3) ] Wl
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According to the records of the Immigration and Naturalization
Service, Eisler first entered the United States on February 13, 1935, at New
York City. He left May 4, 1935, and again entered October 4, 1935, at New
York City. He departed from the United States in December, 1935. Regard-
~ ing his first trip to the United States, it is noted that according to the highly
" confidentia]l source baving access to Eisler’s parsonal effects on May 30 :
v and August 13, 1945, at Los Angeles, Californla, Efsler is mentioned ina
" Russian language article which appeared July 20, 1935, in the issue “Soviet
: Art” published in the Soviet Union. The article quotes Eisler at length and
is prefaced by a remark that Eisler’s first words to the interviewer upoa
- arrival in Moscow were bis impressions of the ““new face of Moscow'® and |
: - especially of the difference between it and what he saw in the capitalistic =
" countries. Eisler is then quoted as saying he made a picture in London * %
entitled **Abdul the Damned," which was based on the Turkish Revolution
1908. He states that this picture included such contemporary eplsodes as the
-anti-Soviet burning of union homes, the punishment of revolutionists, the under-
ground work of the Communist Party, etc. He stated that the film was produced
through the efforts of political immigrants from Fasclut Germany. Eisler also
related that while in London Le, together with Bertolt Brecht, wrote ‘'Song of
. the United Froat,” which he stated he later discovered to be the favorite song
. of the **American proletariat.'” The article then describes Eisler’s concepts
on his trip to North America and he states that his purpose was to *"actively
support the anti-Fascist federation in the United States.*” He stated that there
is a strong sympathy im the United States toward the Soviet Union and that a
person returning from the Soviet becane the delegate for many requests ‘‘to
accurately portray life in a country of conservative socialism.® Eisler then
refers to his most dramatic moment on the trip, which he says was his visit
**to the unjustly suflering revolutionary, 18 years imprisoned in an American
prison, Tom Mooney.”* He states that he was permitied a short ten-minute
interview with the **prisoner of capitaiism,’’ dut that this was insulficieat for
- . him to tell Mooney what he wanted to know most of namely “the new me
| ofthe prolctariat of 1/6 of the entire glob.. 35_(/ A Ry
377" in the article Eisler comments that he had been invited as & professer
ot music at the New York “*“New School for Soclal Sciences,”’ which he was glad
to accept because it *‘will give me the opportunity to teach new ranks of revo-
lutionary composers.” Other articles regarding Eisler’s visit to the Soviet -
‘Union subsequent to his trip to the United States were noted among his effects.
One dated July I8, 1935, appeared in the Moscow Dafly News. In this article
Eisler i3 quoted as saying he would return to America in the fall, where
_ vonld teach at the New School for Soclal Research in New York City. XM:}-
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CONFIDENTIAL

This highly confideantial source having access to Eisler's personal
effects slso made available an article in the Russian language which appeared
in the July 22, 1935, issue of **Pravda,’’ which article was written by 8. ‘l'rctyn-
ov. The article is quoted ia part as follows \AJ, s s

'1-,'; ;
[

7 ‘t ‘ \ - . B
S e "For u. Ehlot - h flnt o!an | oon; Tho - Rcd Woddlng. the )
T o a == ‘Comintern.’ With the songs of Eisler on their np-. the Foreign living

L proletariats fought In the barricades of Berlin and Vienna, With the songt

of Eisler they demonstrated in Zurich and Antwerp. With the songs of .
o Euler ﬂuy stooel in pdeket uul h Copenlugen nd Mmchutar, R

“_‘é\‘. -

. “!:lsler ﬂnitlud Ns oducaﬁon 'bruuanuy Eurythhg puhed thq

=5 . composer towards an easy road of life, But he did not take it. Too dis-

ey - gusting to him was the bourgeols concert hall where, in &8 musical narcosis,
2 the gourmands made their discoveries with tcl.'lth. A leclhg of mrehht
protut mke in the yonng eampour., B T TR ey :

e ey
.“' -

-
- ‘-

“ln 1927 Eisler wholehumdly utcnd thc prolcurht ngltpropgroup
(sgitaticn propl;uuh |roup) monmm cad bcgu vork as s poutico.l nuule

NRETE T : ‘_. ;.. 3 Y. ¢
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'"Song of the Miner,* ‘!nvnl!d'l March,’ 'Song of Solidarity,” march J
‘Defend the Soviet Union,’ ‘Song of the Unemployed,’ this is only a small
part of the great list of Ehlct s po!itlcal nnga. Unfortnnntely. only a few ﬁ
of them are pnblhhed by ..o T lw .

Bl

- “Wlth all ot hll ntur&l nghting tmperment, mler hre hto the .
retormhﬂc nong ;ronp, l’ormh; a communistle whg The battle was

— e m o al Y B

'“CGI'I“-I u -"" ‘ﬂi -mm o Il' cnur- nw'n;lu “l’lu. 'Illlel"- :

travelers, and caltlnted such nvolutionnry m:lchn- as Rankel !"oglo
and vo’.”. T -.3,_‘ . ,‘:“_.‘: : _* -, T e ‘. = ! R

_,s T _,exﬁ
NS ,‘,\_.‘ N

R "At th. same ﬂm. . otron. ﬂc “a tomd betnen Ehlor M dnmn-
-~ . turgist Bert Brecht. Together they worked out the theory of the ‘pedagogic’
- theater, wishing to mh it upech.nr uﬁvc ia lhc \rork of politicul cguuﬁon
. ud propagunh. L ,@b & ‘V 5 '-'u':'- . :

.....No' h is writhg a symplway dedicated %o the pﬂmu d‘ )
. . fascist conceatntion camps, bucd oa th Sn. of the Snmp Sdtlhr and
. composed by the caphives. - - .. ..o W00 U T Beo s

-

m- 2 "

.'__‘

““He has been with us before. He made notes oa Kazak melodies on the
steps by Mt. Magnitnoi where the Young Communists were bullding a blast
furnace. It was about them he wrote the ‘Ural Young Communist.’

-s- ~ CONFIDEMMAL
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*‘He has traveled in Europe and in America. Everywhere his arri-
- wval awakened the revolutionary movement of music and the chojr. Eisler' s(
- song is the song of political warrior. New York Un!verslty hags invited L
bim to & professorsblp. g e S £

| "!:lslu can laelp mmy in thc Sovlat dnral monment. Onr utha .
hte eds songs and knows bow to value & good one. This fs obviousin . -

l ‘.- .dealeﬁ' “-pl}. l—-‘-“.‘-ﬂ lu aur -e!den anmne ﬁln‘ " ‘ e I

M o RN vl "(100-195220-16 P9 lo) S
RIS ma lu'iet article undcr the date of July 27, 1935, nppouring h “an“
Elsler is mentioned as having arrived in Moscow and is described as a “repre-

sentative of the Interastional Unioa of the Rcvolutioury Theater.” Also, clgy
. according to this confidential source, Efsler’s scrapbook contains an artd
- which appeared in the *‘Evening Moscow’’ newspaper sometime during July,

' 1935. This article reads in part as follows: **The mame Eisler is not vainly

associated with such names as Frederick Wolf, Bert Brecht and Irvin Piskator.

; . These are the names of our foreign living comrades who have made their talents

" into & sharp weapoa for Communists.” The article states that Eisler attended
the International Musicians Olympiad as & representative of the International .
Union of the Revolutionary Theater and concerning this Eisler is quoted as
follows in the article: **This celedration may boldly be called an expression of
solidarity between the Crechs and German labor living in Caechoslovakia., When
the first coumms with Red banners waving appeared on the scene, eyes of the

‘G. rman workers filled with ulrn upon the ninht of this nnﬁ-l-"a-clnt demonstration

R m lcupboek aloo contalns an arﬁclo h thn Ruuhn lngugc whlch

appeared in the “‘Literary Gauth" tn Mosco'. Russia, dated july 30. 1935 It
is set ont ln part u !onmu. ¢ " T R .

- T e ’_"_‘,a__ o é ;" .

"l !oud Hans m-ler at work Hc was d!ctatlng an utich for one

" of the Moscow newspapers. While waiting for my interview, [ began to
examine some books which were placed im a small group on a shelf.
‘Companioas Forever® «- ‘Revolutionary Artists® ~- mrx--l‘.ngels--l..cnin -

nd Shlh. My attnﬂon was dnvm to tlu Gemn trtuht!on d ‘Clnpuv. {

: “'Only ueenﬂy hn l o nehd" Pumuov. ltnm.ngly uld Hm
" Elsler. °I read “"Chapsev’’ all the way from America to Europe. What
strength! What bottomless, revolutionary passion and energy! I couldn't
tear myself away from this hook, These are the talents which we reve-
© luticnary writers sad artists of the west must have. In what is the wp-
' lifting streagth of such works as **Chapaev.”’ It is that in them is revived
not only the magnificent taleats of the artisty, but also the flery Communis-
tic ambition, Only that kind of unity can give creations of heroic strength."”’

(100-195220-16 p.7-15
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.

—mpir—



€0 ENTIAL

‘l‘hc bnmigration and Naturalization Service files contain a letter dated
Cctober 6, 1935, from J. E. Wilkie, Secretary of the Arizona Peace Officers
Association, written to Frances Perkins, Secrehry of Labor, protesting to the

. la. b Oa. 4 -

Department of Labor the right of Hans Eisler to remain in the United States .~

* ' and engage in a concert tour of this country. The letter states that Eisler had -

" zemained for many months in Moscow and had again reentsred the United States
. 40 aid his fellow Communists in arousing mass feelings. Eisler's songs and
. ecompositions are all of a’ uvolutlonuy and propagandical matare, being designed
" for the most part for workers® choruses and his activities in proceeding hither
and yon about the United States to appear under Communist auspices are believed
to be sufficiently detrimental to our drudy stcadily memced peace and trtns

quuny w‘za::tt?t his txpmuon from this cowry (!00 195220 3p. 3)
it is noted that thll lettu' was written two chys after Elsler's secom!

entry into the United States on October 4, 1935, at New York City. The Immi-

gration records reflect that Eisler stated on this second trip that he was destined

. to the **New York School for Social Research®’ and that he intended to remain

. fin the United Sutu tor a porlod of slx montht. Eisler acmuy left in December,
- l935. l T ’_,_7,_.7:_.\,- : \ [T

hu-‘::-

A hi;hly conﬂdentin source lnvlng access to Eisler s pcuanal effects
on May 30 and August 13, 1945, at Los Angeles, California, made available from
Eisler's scrapbook an article contained in the November 22, 1935 issue of the
Daily Worker. This article {s a review of the play ‘*Mother®* writtea by Bert
Brecht and based on Maxim Gorky's novel of revolutionary Russia. The article
states tlnt H&nl Elslcr vrotc the music !ot thu Ph"%ibid "rid 15 p15)

1. lne Ull{" WO]‘“I’ IOZ uoccn:unr l’. l,)?. CUNIAIng AL &TVcCie cnnu'-
**Working Class Song Records.” This article advises that **working class and
revolutionary songs were being recorded for distribution to the vorki.ng class,

Hans Eisler, the world’s acknowledged mastar composer of workers® songs,
gernered the nnest of his melodies."” The article coantinues by stating that the
soag *‘Comintera’’ is uadoubtedly one of Eisler’s most popular songs and *"has

~ been sunj throughout the world for the past eight years and still sﬁu the crowds

at ontdoor demonstrnﬂou ud pouticd mcﬂnun.w.

P

Py Gy WAy P an -_L‘ N . ARAY .

libld 16 n.lﬁ)

_ . Accordin. to tlu ‘source hvh. access to Elsler’s oenpbook it is
noted that contained therein is newapaper article dated January 17, 1936, ia

the English language. Tt is not indicated where this article was published, but

it has Deen confirmed that it is from the Daily Worker. This article is entitled
““Eisler's Songs Will Feature Lenin Meeting.*' The sub-title is **Browder, Ash-
ford aad Amter to Address Memorial.*" The article states, *‘Well known songs
by Hans Eisler, internationally famous revolutionary composer, will feature (y/

*nf : ’ _ﬂ
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the musical program to be played and sung at the Lenin Memorial Meeting in
Madisoa Square Gardean, Monday, January 20 (1936).'° This article states that
the Intermational Werkers Order Band weuld play Kisler's songs and would
feature a mew arrangemaeasnt of the “’Interaationaje.”’ Alse, that they would
play Eisler's most popular composition, “'Red Freat,” “Cemintera,’’ and
*‘United Freat."’ The article stated that Ear] Browder, General Secretary of
the Cammunist Party of the United States, would speak for forty-five minutes

and discuss Leain’s work ia building the Rutm?&m&ry movement.

confidentially advised Bureau agents that there was an indi
wal in the United States by the name of Edwards who was seid to be the Com- ‘
munist Interaational represeatative in this country. According to this infor- "
mant, Edwards had no first same and was known
oaly as ‘“‘Edwards.” However, informaat
stated Edwards can be further identified by the fact that his brother is Hans
Eisler, a composer believed to be & maturalized American citizen. The infor-
mant farther stated that Eisler satered the United Statas not primarily for the
purpose of composing music but rather to contact the OGPU and conduct
activities,

(ibid serial 3 p.9)

Hansz Eisler aext satered the Uaited States on Jansary 21, 1938, at
the port of New York. The Immigration recerds reflect that his last permanent
residence was listed at that time as Vienna, Austria, and his intended future
residence at the time of issuance of his passport was Vienna, Austris. Eisler
was accompanied by his wife, Louise, also known as Lottie Efsler. The lmmi-
gration records reflect that ea Juns 8, 1938, subject applied to extead his
temporary vise and also applied for immigration to Cuba with permission to
reenter the United States. (ibid serial 3)

mEm Emes—= s

On August 9, 1938, the Immigration authorities directed a letter to
Dz. Alvia Johnson, Director of the New School for Social Research, advising
that Mr. and Mrs. Hans Eisler had been granted an exteasion of time until
Jamuary 21, 1939, to remaia in the United States. Prier o this Eisler had been
questionsd by the bnmigration aad Naturalizatioa Service oa June 10, 1938, at
which time he advised that since his entrance ia January, 1938, he had been
lecturing under the auspices of the New School for Socize] Research and had
been offered a five~year comtract at §3,000 & year. In direct answer to the

question, ‘"Have any of your campositions beea used in connection with political
or patriotic songs?*’ he answered, *'In Germany ! wrote songs whick were anti-

- - CCNW[NT!A!
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Neoxd in character. [ am a refugee.” He was asked if those songs were Com-
munistic {n character and he answered, ‘*No, only in character against Na=
Germany." He also stated that his reason for desiring to reenter the United States
by way of Cuba was because of his anti-Nazi belief. He advised that he had beea
_ cxﬂed !rom Germny becnuu hc was lgainst anlsm snd Fuclsm. (ibxd serial 3)
. ~ Ill Augunt 1933 Mr Wulter Steel testiﬂed be!’ore the Diel Committce
as follows: *'The Timely !t.ego:dinn Company of New York City nrodgggs and
sells Communist propnganda. records for 4 ampufyhg systems. “These records ,
. deal with various angles of Communism. Some of the recorded songs are ‘Rise
" Up,' ‘Internationale,’ “Forward,' ‘United Front,’ ‘Soup Song,* "Sid Down" and
‘Solidarity." These records are produced under the supervision of the German
refugee Hans Eilsler, who we understand is connected with the Work Projects
Administration *" Mr. Steel further testified **Music and dancing are (by) a0
means neglected by the radicals and their allies for the purpose of subversive
propeganda. However, in the revolutionary work fs Hans Eisler, alien revolutionar
composer who went to Moscow for several months® inspiration. His returaona
visitor’s permit was widely lauded in the radical press of the United States of
Americe, but there have been many protests to the Labor Department by aon-
radicals because of his acquired permission from Secretary of Labor Perkins
to reenter this country.”* It is noted in this regard that the Bureau conducted
an inquiry regarding Hans Eisler’s alieged employment with the Work Projects
Administration and it was determined that the records of that organization failed
~ to reflect anyone under that name having ever been employed by them.(bid X & X1

: ~ The Immlgution records reflect ﬂnt on March 4, 1939, Eisler and
bis wife were advised that they were to depart from the United States on or before
"March 7, 1939. However, this was subsequently changed 30 that Eisler and his
wife could remain ln the Unjtcd States until Aprﬂ 7. 1939. ‘

' - The lmmlgraﬁon tuthorlties on March 27, 1939 qncsﬁoned Hand Elslu_
in comnection with certain articles appearing in the Daily Worker which have been
set out previously in this memorandum. Eisler astated that he was not responsible
for these articles appearing in the Daily Worker or in any other newspaper of the
United States, although he was aware of certain articles appearing in the Daily
Worker concerning his activities. He stated that he had been in Boston, Magsa-
chusetts. to speak to the Jewish **Gezangsveren,'® which he explained means s
singing society. Under further queationing Eisler stated that he was not a
member of the Workers Party {n Germany, where be had last beea in 1933. He ala
atated that he was not a member of the Communist Party. ;14 .0 ial 3 p.5)

In connection with various concerts iiven by Hans Eisler, he stated

he had given concerts at the Mecca Temple in New York City and in theaters in
Boston, Massachusetts, and Chicago, lllinois, the itinerary of these trips being

-9 CONMIDENTIAL
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arranged by the anti-Nazi League ia New York City. Eisler continued, stating

~ that he was in Moscow in 1936, remaining there for a period of eight weeks.

He stated that all of his concerta there were given under the auspices of the
Communist Party. However, he stated he was fnvited to Moscow by the Concert
Bureauw. He admitted also that he was paid by certain Soviet officlials in Russian
money for conducting these concerts. Elsler denied that he desired any change

" in the United States form of government or its school system. In direct answer

to the question, ‘'What system of goverament would you say is superior - the

- United States Government or the Soviet form of 3ournm¢nt?" be answered,
o "The Ualted Shtes uyshm o!‘ govcrnment is snpcrior.'f (lbid ;erial 3, P 5 5) |

v On the same datc Mnrch 21 1939 Eisler's vife wis qnesﬂoud hy
‘thc lmmigntion authorities, at which time she identified herself as an author.
The Immigration file contains correspondeace on behalf of Hans and Louiss
Eisler writtea by Carol King with offices at 100 Fifth Avenue, New York City.

It is noted that Carol King is & prominent Communist attorney in New York City
and is presently representing Gerhart Eisler and appeared with him before the
‘recent hearing held by the House of Representatives un-American Activities
Committee, at which time Gerhart Eisler refused to be sworn as a witness. By
letter dated March 18, 1939, Carol King protested the Eislers® departure from

the United States and advised the Immigration authorities that she would appear
in Washington shortly after the date of the letter on their behalf and requested

an extension of time pending this appeal. The Immigration autborities requested {
Eislers to leave the United States on or before April 15, 1939, and they actually .
left at Laredo, Texas, on April 12, 1939. They reentered the United States at -
Lnedo Te.us. on September 1, 1939. and were 3unted a visa to January 28, 1940

- (ibid serial 3 p.6)

Ol July 17, 1940 s warnnt woas luued by the Immigration and Naturali-
aation Service instructing that Hans and Louise Eisler be arrested inasmuch as tk
were in the United States in violation of the Immigration Act of 1924, in that they
remained in the United States for a longer time than permitted under the regulatic
The Immigration and Naturalization Service was informed by the authorities at
Calexico, Califoraia, that the subject and his wife had left for Mexicali, Mexico,
through Calexico on September 19, 1940. At that time the Calexico Inmigration
Office was not awars that a warraat was outstanding for the subject and his wife.

~ On September 20, 1940, according to the Immigration records at Ellis Island,
" Eisler and his 'i!t were luud non-quou vlus by the Americu Couuhte at

Mexicm. u‘x‘“ (ib’.d) A‘,' AN . L0 o _ . ;

B
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_ On September 26, 1940. a heidr ration .
Hearinn Board, at which titme Eisler and his wife were placed under cath. Om

4B4E 1 WIS = .- ———=

' the basis of the information obtained at this hearing, the lmmlgratl.on Board

decided against the issuance of non-quota visas for Eisler and his wife. The
transcript of the hearing was submitted to the Board &f Appeals in Walhh;ton.

D. C.. and the subject and bis wile were subsequently granted the visas for: ==
which they bhad lppuod It §{s noted that in this trmerlpt the subject and his

wife made statements under cath which do not coincide with iaformation doreloped
during the course of the Buresu’s investigation. Eisler stated he was nota -
Communist and although specifically asked about it he denied that he had ever
written music for Communist productions. It appears the Immigration and
Naturalization Service authorities had doubts along this line and the subject was

“h 'dONn(NTlﬁb




asked about the mature of *‘Die Magsnahme,"* for which the subject wrote the
music. Fhler referred to this play as *“The Expedient’® and stated it was not
Commusnistic in nature but that it concerned the unification of China. As
previously stated in this memorandum, the title of this has been otherwise ..

" ' translated as **The Disciplinary Measure® and is & play which sdvocates world

revolution and openly {dentifies itsell with Communism and Moscow as its :
headquarters. Eisler also stated under oath that he was in Russia in 1935 and
1936 for the purpose of directing concerts in which his compositions were o

played. Eisler side-stepped the question as to whether he had been in Rnnh'
- on lny other occuslo;u. accordmg to the [mrmgrahon authont:es o

+ o (195220-4) - o . kT
: Tho INS ucorda reflect that the. warrant of July i‘?. i?@ﬁ. outatanqhg
for the arrest of Hans and Louise Eisler was cancelled and on October 22, 1940,
they were admitted as non-quota immigrants. The basis for this status was the

e

_ . subject’s occupation for two years immediately prior to application with the New
. School for Social Research. At that time the subject was traveling on a passport

issued by the Consul General of Czechoslovakia in New York City. This passport
was fssued March 11, 1940, and was valid until March 10, 1941, It listed the =
subject’s nationality as “uncertain.*® His wife had a similer passport in her -
posses sion and it is noted that her nationality was listed as *unknown.*!

C-=- o conrkenm



" Hau Buier tnveled to Maico sometime during thc httu pnrt of
lNO and runhred tlu Unlted Shtes wpon & rcontry pcmtt datcd Jnunry L

5 =

. Y “yr I 3




conFigATIA-

(100-203580e 1969 -Re¥* 14982 200181 33 b rhart and Hans Efsler. It is noted
that she receatly testified before the House of Representatives un-American
Activities Committee, at which time she fdentified har brother, Gerhart, as
s comintern agent in the United States and as & ""dangerous terrorist.”’ She
alsoc identified bher brother Hans Eisler as a music composer ia Hollywood who
is » Communist and whom she also described as *‘dangerous.’’ Ruth Fischer
has furnished to the Bureau information relative to the Free German Movement
in the United States and Mexico. She has {dentilied her brother Hans as active in
this movement. In May, 1944, Ruth Fischer conferred with Bureau representative
at which time she advised that she considered ber life to be in danger due to her
expose and denouncements regarding various pro-5Stalin German refugees in the
United States. She furnished to the Bureau numerous “‘exhibits®’ setting out her
reasons for believing that her life was in danger and indicating that the NKVD wou
possibly *‘resort to violence in an effort to silence bher.*

Among the ‘‘exhibits’’ furnished was a letter which Ruth Fischer wrote
tc her brother Hans Eisler and his wife, Louise Eisler, dated April 27, 1944. In
this letter Ruth Fischer advised him she felt her life was in danger and accused
him and her other brother, Gerhart Eisler, of being agents of the OGPU. She
stated in this regard, *‘If the local branches of the GPU can succeed in making
a clever arrangement for a satural death -- it will not succeed this time. Not
for you nor for Gerhart Eisler, Chief of the German GFPU Division in the United
States, the dreamer of the ‘fictional battles with machine guns’ whose dreaming
consisted of fifteen yoars of betrayal, the corrupt liquidator of Chinese, German,
Spanish and anti-Stalin camrades. This time it will ot be made so sasy for you.
You always play with terrer and are always afraid to take the responsibility for
your acts. [ have made the followiag preparations: 1-Three physicians hava---- -
given me a thoreugh examisation. [ am mow ia geod health. There 15 Bo cause
for a satural death. I am constantly under & physician’s care and am taking care
of miyself ia a seasible maaner. The doctors are informed and in case of any
trouble will testify accordiagly. 2-A mumber of reputable journalists and poli-
ticians have been informed and possess a copy of this letter. A mumber of Ger-
man immigrants have also been appraised.®’ The above information, as well as
additional imformation in the Bureau's files concerning Ruth Fischer, wag fur-
nished om May 12, 1944, and June 12, 1944, to the Attorney Generezl,

(100-106997) S
.14 -
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During November, 1946, & series of articles were published in the
Los Angeies. Caiifornia, **Examiner,*® which were writien by Ruth Fischer.
These articles exposed her brother Gerhart's connection with the Communist
ergaaisations and also involved her brother Hans Eisler. In one installment
Ruth Fischer wrote that Hans Eisler followed Gerbart to America in 1935 and

.‘u-}- --g == He= !efk C‘lt.]'l Cha n—-e%d b‘nn% !.[--- .‘g.-'oek‘ l\--k --d !erﬂth

between the United States and Europe, making several trips to Russia to show
his continued loyalty. In amcther imstallment, Ruth Fischer wrote she tested
Hans degree of subservience to the Commaunist Party by telephoning bhim that

he had mew instructions and that he was to go to the corner of Rue Amsterdam
and Place Clichy and there await a major she knew. Hans agreed to this arrange.
ment. Upon another occasion, Ruth Fischer reports Hans talked with her during
the Moscow trials and, according to ber, Hans became by sterical with the
thought that he and Gerhart might feature {n one of the Moscow defendants
long-winded accusations. Hans Eisler begged Ruth Fischer to let it be known
that for years they had no connections, since Ruth Fischer was out of favor

with the Communist Party. (15419522031 p.6)

According to the highly confidential scurce having sccess to Hans
Filer's personel eflfects in 1945, Eisler maintained a list of books which ke
had appareatly left in New York City. The majority of these books reiated tc
stusies of the Communist {declogy. The firat ten books listed by Eisler on
this list are as follows: &

MARX: ‘Collection of Essays’

wAgaTsw . 0 _2idalomn Al Taalitianl E'an
LA A T Abiiniiiii WL I ViiVAWRL i

ENGELS: ‘Ludwig Feuerbach’
MARX-ENGELS: ‘Letters’

LENIN: °*About the Soviet State' X’ Iy
LENIN: *From His Philosophical Heritance"
ZETKIN: “memories of Lonin’

*Leninism’, four {ssues

LENIN: ‘Complete adition in three velumes? "

“MARX: "Capital’ in three volumes ]
P

(100-19522016 p.16)

WY - v12¢ tha’ among the Germar refugee
are sympathetic to the So s are Hans Elsler, Bert Brecht, Lion Feucht-

Eisler's Coentacts in the Lo Aa.!eln Ares {

who 1s & eonfiden informant and who is

wenger, Helnrich Mann and others. He further stated that wadoubtedly, if any
one of the above individuals were given an lavitation to return to Germany they

r‘ownfwmx ~ b7
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would mo doubt accept. This informant jdentified Hans Eisler &s being very
active in the Free German Movement in Los Angeles and stated this group,
fncludiag Hans Eisler, bas been very close to Mr. and Mrs. William Dieterle
and Charlie Chaplin, who have been promineatly assoclated with the Comununist
Party.

100-195220~
a confidentiel informant who knows
Eisler is the composer

of music set to the picture * Kombmol™ (Song of Heroes) produced in Moscow in
1932, The scenaric for this picture is credited to Joris Ivens, who is known to
be a close perscnal friend of Eisler. This picture is described as the film of
the Soviet League of Youth, which reveals a completely new sociological outlock.
The informant states that the same **Komsomol*® is that of the Youny; Communist

League in Russia and that the translztioa of the title by the authors es “‘Son: of
Heroes' is entirely fnaccurate. Eisler also colleborated with Joris Ivens in

1935 and 1938 in making the pictures **New Eerth' and ‘“‘Four Hundred Millions.**
Also, according to this informant, the subject met with Joris Ivens on the

evening of May 8, 1943, in Los Angeles. A surveillance by Bureau agents
identified nine other individuals who met with Ivens and Eisler at the home of
Oscar Homolka in Bel Alr, California. Three of the individuals at this meeting
are known Communist Party members. Q (ibid)

On September 15, 1343, & teeh:/::lcnl surveillance was established at
the home of Hans Eisler, 1650 Amealie Drive, Pacific Palisades, Sants Monica,
California, This technical source was discontinued on February 10, 1944, due
to non-preductivity. However, during the time that this installation was in
effect it was noted that Hans Eisler was in direct contact with his brother,
Gerhart Eisler, and was further ia close association with known Commaunist
Party members in the Califoraia ares, as well as with members of the Soviet
Consulate. It was further developed that Kisler was in close teuch with Bertolt
Brecht, Lijon Feuchtwanger and other individuals active in Communist affairs,
as well as the Free Goerman Movement. téfd serial 8, 13)

Oa Septemnber 27, 1943, Assistant U. S. Attoraey John M. Gault, having
considered the facts in the Hans Eisler case, advised that no request would be
made for 2 Presidentia]l Warrant for the subject’s arrest as 2 denperous alien
enemy at that time. Mr. Gault referred to the collaboration between the subject
and Bertolt Brecht and the similar aature of the fects in their indiviiu'! cescs,

) ) -f"-"» T T
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He further referred to the decision of the Department in the alien enemy casc
against Bertolt Brecht, stating that 20 Presidential Warrant was anthorized
for Brecht's arrest under the existing conditions since Brecht's beliefs seemed
to be anti-Naxi and anti-Fescist aad, therefore, was not considered a danger
0 the war effort of this country. Mr. Gault stated that his decision en the
Eisler case was based upon that of the Department in the case against Brecht.
The Bureau's investigation has ulso reflected &2? ﬂ&%%oh}zs been
in close personal contact with Friedrich Christian Lang, who is & motion
picture director in Hollywood and who is & known Communist ami affiliated
with the Free German Movement. Laag collaborated with Bertolt Brecht in
1943 in the motion picture ‘‘Haagmen Also Die,' for which Hans Eisler wrote
the music. Eisler is also knowa to be & contact of Clifford Odets, a playwright
in Hollywood who is said to bave written several plays produced by the Com-
munist Party. He is a reported member of many Communist froat organi-
sations and has been active in all Communist affairs in California. He assisted
ans Eisler in oblaining a position with RKC Studios in Holl , California.

_ A er individ-
uais who are acquaintances of Eisler and who are reported as ha Communist

syrnpathies and connections with the motion picture industry include J. W, Losey,

director and producer; ohn
Garfield, actor; Oscar Homolka, actor; Jean m
Renolr, writer and director. q/u,

(100-203581-3702)

Aomrf“na n a ronfidantinl sanc et Fonme .'l;. t‘!‘lm Wawal Niasteiat
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Intelligence Office, Su\ Diego, California, Hans Eisler has used the name
Harry Elsner in certain activities in the Los Angeles area, especially in con-
nection with his membership ia the Hollywoed Writers Mobilizaticn and as
chairman of Los 1 487, B'ual B'Rith, Reom 407.
: Angeles Lodge (100-195220-31 p.21)
As has beea set out previcusly, oa May 30 and August 13, 1945, the
personal effects of Hans Eisler maintained at his residence were obtained througt
s conlidential source. It is noted that amnong the letters in Eisler’s possession
sre several ose touch with
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rated at this

Bureau investigation docs not reflect that the Fislers are se

(100~195220-9,16)

Collateral] Information

Hans Eisler appeared on May 12, 1947, before the Sub-Committee

oI the House Committee on Un-American Activities in its session at the
Los Angeles Biltmore Hotel. It has been reported that Hans Eisler evaded
questions and was 50 unsatisfactory as a witness that the Committee summ ©ncd
him to appesr before & complete Committee investigation in W ashington, D. C.
on June 16, 1947. This appearance before the Committee was subsequently
canceled; however, it has been indicated that Eisler will be requested to
eppear before the eatire Committee on September 23, 1947, According to the
records of the State Department, Hans Eisler, on June 19, 1947, made appli-
cntion for an exit permit in order to proceed to Paris, France, On this

pplication Eisler listed as references Clifford Odets previously fdentific.
in this memorandum, and Salka Viertel, who is the subject of a Burecau Inter-
nel Security - R {nvestigation. Salka has been active in the Free German
Movement and has associated with many known Communist sympathizers,
including Charles Chaplir, Bertolt Brecht, Clilford Odets, and others. The
House Un-American Activities Committee requested the State Department to
withhold any saction on Eisler's application for sn exit permit and further

s - rte Dera e
requested that he not be allowed to leave the United States. The State Depart-

ment records reflect that no action has been taken on Eisler’s application
and that officially it is in & *pending’’ status.

\
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; ' The Washington 'rlmes-Herald tor July 10,1 W:ﬂ article,

' stated that Ruth Fischer, the sister of Hans Eisler, has indicated that she
belleves Efsler has skipped the country and gone to Mexice. Other news-
paper stories jndicated that Efsler had previously advised that he would
.ppear as a witnes- at Gerlurt Ehler s trhl on elnrgu of pusport trand

e . _. ‘.-_
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y 'rh. Bureuu luu furnlshed to the Departmeut eopiu o!’ all uportl_
ln the Eisler lnvestlgatlon. L “‘,;l i = Coa
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In the reelm of music, Fascism has produced nothing original, %The
decadence of susic irn Fascist Germany 1s an indisputable fact, brought ea Wy
many cauges, The first one is: bvanighment, provokxed by political or racisl
motives, 0f many prorminent musical geniuses, The second cause: ﬁilpnralon.
without exception, of all workers'® musical organizations which formerly hell -

~eariched the musical culture with true specimens of the creative power of
the people, .

Finally, the basic cause! PFagcism declared cruel war agzinst _
everything advanced, progressive, mgeinst all new trenies in German musie, -
_Bowever, the mugical life of the country was not entirely arrested. 2his |
“would not be to the advantage of Fascism, Though the agitationsl significance
of music is less important than that of other kinds of art (theater, movies, .
literaturs), PFascism nevertheless attempts to nutilise it for its own purposes.

In order to describe concert life in Pescist Germany it is sufficient
to point out that at the present time no outstanding artiste appear on ths con-
cert stage ani youth, isclated from contemporary progressive trends, is amd!;
deprived of the opportunity to study in earnest., The strugzle of the Fasclits -
against genuiné mugic for the masses leadis to almost absolute dominmatiom By~™™*
trash (KITSCE) which in its essence seems to be the musical credo of Tascisa,
_Sworn Tascist compogers diligently coock up "true German® music, Z%he illustrious
KITSCH is the best example of this, At the same time these matters occupy them
selves vith such respectpbiwibusiness as remodeling and frefining’ eompositions
produced by revolutionary mssicians, At the same time not only our musical
works of smaller form are being shamelessly plagiarized, but also our large
compoeitions, REspecially did the Faecist try to produce their own version of
"Yyssnel MNery,® However, they d4id not succeed in doing this, as it is mot e
eagy to tear the musical form from the deep socisl content which maks 4t
distinctivo. '

Martial music of typical Prussian barrack-like style is used, upochl-
1y on thes radio, in enormous doses, The listener undoubtedly soon imagines him-

»_

self in a miiitary camp, \
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Tven thougk it is possidle to notice a feov meager efforta for
*ynification” of the opers by the Fascists it is impossidle to point omt
even cne successful attempt along this line. Recently several opsra
premieres were produced in Germsny, but not one of them aroused any
snthusiasm even on the part of the most ardent patriots of Fascism, The
1ibretto of the nev Wagner-Regeni cpers "The Favorite® which is based on
material from the wvorks of Yiotor Hugo, is the most typical example of
imitating (if not outright copying) models of so-called “neo-classic”®
mesic, cultivated by ocertain groups of mmsicians defore Hitler's rise to
power. In any case this opers contains nothing more original than the
latest opera by Richard Strauss "The Tacituwrn Woman" which almost provoked
a scandal, as the libretto was written by a "non-Arian,“ Stephan Zweig.

After all it can bde sald without hesitation that everything
platitudinovs, hackneyed and vulgar found & niche for iteelf in Fesacist
produstion,

' %he degensration to which the srtistic youth of Germany is doomed
was not escaped by the great artist Hindemith. His latest work, the symphony
"Lhudozknik Matiss” reveals in the awthor an epigonus composer who produces
sstoundingly weak pieces for a man like he ls. Does this fact not serve as
striking proof of that indisputable truth that Fascism is cnly cepable of
leading mmic, as well as any other art, to degradation!

The Fascists are sarnestly endsavoring to find mmsical forms which
they ocould give out for new ones present only in Fascist art. In this they
strive to utilize the renocwned “classical™ heritage of the ancient GCermans
not restraining to add to this the mass compositions of revolutiocnary Germsn
composers. I am referring to the musical festivals on public sguares (TING
PLATZE) an attempted revival of ancient German gumes.

Incapable of creating scmething original Fescism also rwihlesaly
supprossss all experiments and withidrsws further from contemporariness. We
the revolutionary mmsiciana, are not the only ones who make this assertion,
VWhensver mention is mede of present-day German music, the mumical experts
only shake their head sympathetically.

An Amer ican bourgeols Jomrnalist interviewed me in Hollywood and
vhile questioning me about Hitler asked whether the Fascist leader is a
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musician., *"Yes" I ansvered, “"he 1s a virtuosc since he bhas been capadle of
dostroying the high German musioal culture in such & slov time.”

Striking changes have also taken place in Germany in the realm of
mugic theory. Prior to the Pascist coup dfetat leading mmeical theorists
attempted to adopt the materialistic method to the compositions. This told
of the gravitetion and sympathy tovards the nev ideoclogy vhich decame the
foundation in the recorganization of one-aixth of the glode. But "base
materialism” under Eitlexr vas replaced by the most primitive idealism which
lead the once progressive German musical science to obliviam,

I am still looking into the future optimistically, since I believe
in the imexhaustible power of the organized masses., The dark -epoch of Fascism
. mekes it apparent to every honest artist that the only possidle roed to crestive
pover is close cooperstion with the working masses. Only in the revolmtiocnary
struggle ocan the artist attalin his personality.

In Fascist Germany revolutionary musicians sre almost completely
doprived of the opportunity to work., But the revolutionary musical movemsnt
is expanding and gathering strength. More and more fregusntly outatanding
Bnglish, French, American and Crechoslovakian artists Join the revolutionary
front. There are many examples. A well known Czech composer, master in
"quarter-tone” music, is writing an opers on the lidretto from Theodar Glador's
wark. The old French professor, Coquelin, master of counterpoint wrote a
remarkable composition -- the song "Liberate Telman," The English composer
Alan Bush is collaborating vith the Worker's Musical Movement.

All these facts, which even thres years ago could not have been
presupposed, prove there is only one rosd in art for the true artist -- that
is the road to revolution. YThe time is nesring when not a single great master
will be left oo the other side of the barriocade.

Revolutionary music is more powerful today than at any other time.
Its political and creative significance increasss from day to day.

HANS EISLER
Trenslated from the Ruwsian Newspaper
*8OVETSKOE ISKUSTVO," Noscow
July 29, 1935.

0. L. NcMahon
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EANS RISLER NARPATE

1 left Germany after the burning of the Beichstag. Therefore, I
had to receive second Land informetion about all of the lato-t events in Gor—
men pusicel life,

It is only natural and legal for the Fasclet regime $o uproot nll
attempts to develop the Worker's Maslcal Novement, qpite 2 large German 'b!k-rl
Gesangverein exisied, It was a soclety of worker's singers. But all this
hed long since been dissolved., Tne Fascists mot only persecuted the worker's
society, but also the leftist bourgecis composers. Iven Psul Hindernit to
whon the Hitlerites hzd gpeedily given amnesty because of the scarcity of
musicizns agalin appears to be in disfavor, s

¥hile & youn: generation of second-rate Epigonuses which confg;:; to
Adolf Hitler's politicel mnd artistic strivings is growing up, top honors ia
music are shared by Hans Pfitener and the aged Richard Strauss,

Ad-ut Pfitzner himsgelf notnins much cen be said, His popularity
{extremely reletive) never crossed the Germen dorders.

But Straugs wag & great at one time. The music which be now com~
poses will not de reccrded on the glorious pages of the history remembering
hig crective power, Recently thc preciere of his nev opera was given in
Dresden, This opera was written on Stefan Zwelzs's theme, What desire mst
haVe come to, to reward Stresuss for his loyalty by permitting the performance
of the work of Jew Zwelz in PT%E%EH.E}' Germany. Alas, thiz seemas %o de the

only reward for the composer's efforts, The opera had a dubious success,

In london, where I landed immedimtely after leaving Germany, I wrote
s long symphony in wrnich 1 ventured to solve numerous (purely technicel) musical
problemg. Under tke leadership of the noted French conductor George Ansera
" the premiere of my symphony was given in london, ZThe effect of this musical

work led to the compogition of my new eymphony which ig dedicated to the victims
of Fascist terror.

Woile in Englend I wrote the music for the film PAbdul-Hemid® (or
®Phe Pall of Dictatorghipt) which is attracting so much attention, It is about
the strugzle of youns Turkish revclutionaries with the Feudalists., In spite
of the higtorical subject matter, it is easy for the attentive odaserver to see
features which make the olé Turkish dictator a kin to the living Reichskangler,
Grune produced the film,. It was very successful, The leading role of Abdnl-
Bamid was brillisntly played by the noted actor, Fritg Courtner,
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Among the other works composed by me while in London, one can mention
the music I wrote o Ernst Toliler®s "Put Out the Fires® which deals wilh the -
revolntionery insurrection of the German sailors in 1917 as well as the small
volume of revolutionary songs. In my opinion "Anti-war® and "Jong of the United
Front® are the best, o

Prom Bngland my itinerary continued in America,. I remember this trip
with great satisfaction. For one thing, 1 was able to give a great many benefit
concerts for politicel prisoners. Then too, I delivered a whole cycle of mass
lectures on German Fascism, These lectures invariably filled vast anditorinms

%’ith a largs "avi“g nn-n-n-‘ +vu- In Now Ynrl. fnr n-rnwm'!n- n}-rpmrimntn'lv a.nno *

A AW Ve -

pecrle ettended, In hollvwood and Ios Angelee workers as well as mumerous repre—
sentatives of progresecive intelligentsis came to the smnditorium,

The local reactionary press (in los Angeles) vehementlsy took up arms
against me and demanded my forceful return to Germany. U yes, the smuthors eof
these articles conceied the mccurcteness of my viewpoint on contemporary German
culture, They were €illing to scream, just as loud as I 4id, againsgt the o= -
called ®tragh® of German mugic {eweet and gentimental banalities), %These ideas
are absolutely wholesome®, the papers wrote, ¥ther must ve used, btmt the author
muist be sent back to Hitlerw (1),

With great hapriness I must mentior the moticeable trend towards the
left anong American artist intelliﬁentsia. I bellieve that I ar not exaggorating

'l-lB-ll J. BE..‘,L Uu&b U.U.E grt:uueb\. musa.ua..l. ar vshuﬁ .I.u. &H-IB-LJ.bG- (-J-I-u 'ULJ f“ UJ-I-B}HH-UHU
are ir an extrenely progressive frame of mind at the present time,

: ¥ho are they! They are Aaron CJopland, Henry Cowell, Director Riger
{greatest pedagogue in music), the noted musical theoretic, Prof. Sieger, the
greatest authority on contemporary music, Slominexy, and finally the dbrightest
star on the American musicel firmenent, the most exalted conductor, Leopold
Stokoweky, BRecently he even risked playing the "International" at one of his
philharmonic concerts: An unheard~of scandal elmost developed which however

Before ny deperture from America I wes offered a professorship as head
of the department on composition and theory at the New York Institute of Art,
1 gladly agreed to acuept this propo-ition. because I hope to be able to do
someibing for the expansion of the young American Musical Woveaent, I will re~
turn to New York by the first of September, Before that it is necessary for
me t3 visit the German author, Bert Brecht, BHe and I are collaborating in the
compesition of a msical drame on the topic of the venality cof bourgeols art
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CONFJRENTIAL

A telegram frow Mcascow from the Musical Bureau of the International
Union of Revolutionary Theatres (MORT) delegated me to attend the Strassburg
Olympics. On the very first morning of my arrival 1 told representatives o1
your peper all about the time I spent in Strassburg as well as in Rsichenderg
at the {zechoslovak Internationsl Festival,

sy
In conclusion I would like ey
[+2

*m - n
have been invited here to recrganize the Musical Bureau of NWCRT (IUET Internationa
Union of Revolutionary Theatres).

iv scow, T

It hes been three years since I have been here, I 4id not recognize
Moscow, Ny firet trip sround the proletarian capital was made by means of the
subway, Withsut trying to be polite: thig is the best subwey in the world}
Such perfection in discipline and cleasnliness!

And on top the ground...What astounded me mnst were the happy expres—
sions, the cheerful humcr &nd & certain happy carelessneas mirrored in the faces.
In the capitalist world such an expression has long been weshed from the faces
of the people who are up to their ears in worries over the coming day, You can-
not realize with whzt feelings a foreigner looks st the Soviet citizene to whom

such wiie horizons ere onen &ni for whon suck £ wonderful future liee weaiting,

Upon xy return to Americz I shall certainly; give sn account of every-
thing I bave seen, The working clzss 2nd the progressive lntelligentsia over
there follow every ster in the life of your greet native land, This symathy
ig far frow pessive., I shzll never forget the stirring impressions received at
two grandisese meetings in Kew York, orgznized £s a protest against Hearet!s
mendacisus attacks on the U,5.5,B, More than 25,000 people took part in this
meeting, Men and wonmen of the working clags gave their hardearned money, they
took off their rings, eszrrings and cried: *Print newspepers contradicting
Hearst!®

Had I wished at that moment that some great srtigt might have nainted
a picture which would perpetuste thig overwnelming scene of international
solidarity.

PRANS.ATION FROM TET HUSSIAW
From VECHESNMIAYA MOSKVA, Moscow
June 27, 13935
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Eisder’'s bBrogiier
Top Red Composer

But Movies' 4 Hail to Revolution!
Gold Quickly =~ -7
Changed Tune = = .
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Composed '‘Comintern’

Bul it was Hanns Eor, this'=
Lewipaper learnied  today, »\hU!
Oy N+ Tip-snoTHng COmMes-i
the.r . matrch, “Cemin-'=

tern,” n for the,

Commun! national. One;

VETRE Foel

. ! F;"-‘ ‘\"RC:.? (royoNT pul '

B eRos hauens :".'"..r' - ] o . y :

I “AC A 08 gt l3eoos, t Facsimile in handwriting of Hanng Eisler, former revsly lond,"
“ iy e .

‘ To conlior the L ‘d ' ; songwriter, now a Hollywrod compeser, whese brother, Gerhard

rp,’j\f o T wfg;:: o :!r;".’g;‘g, E'ser, was identified a5 the Xremlin's agent in América. !t reads
LR E LR Y i [

Front' » Ned v ¢ march-, My heartiest to the revolutionaries. Greetings and best wishes *:

ing todav’., wiich Tune ke thic d pro . Dege;du LLd! New York, HPanns Eisler.”
W orcrro the Mooy of The wavr s e i
NC (g ;
"In the fo.e ~f our ¢inse enemiy
SWere s ready  por ke
fmmel qllack .
“On oLy enev g the borprntor

the man 1efeed
F. Budens !).l’:'.
editor of the Crommuiisl par
Daiy \\'mkﬂ as he riopresen
tive of wir C .mmunist I".A{.!"..l-
tirnal in Am wea. Fuslers wioer,
Miss Ruck Foscher  ar f-‘:-.’.‘um-'
munisy now esirznpod Iomo e
brather (o’ ormed the ..ﬂ*
and subsegiorntlv A Budong ! am-
sel! conlirmed it miro.
Eisler's Reply,

The Dz Worker quickly Jo-
eated Getrard Filer a*c‘ L. un
interview Fridsy avra ‘= 3 br\ shus
newspape: and A C R <a'.-
eocling & " H: Jerm: h "eiin
Agent’ fable” Whilt“denving he
was a8 "CI Rep ™ o use 1hie Com-
munisis’ own colloguialism, he did Hanns Evder

iContinrued nn Paecae Fisht )
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§ Nichols
Mr. Rosen _
Mr. Tracy
" - .. Mr. Carson

' ‘- Mr. Egan
' __ My. Hendon
"Mr. Pennington _
" Mr. Quian Tamm
Wr. Wease
Miss Gandy

¥ ¢n this couniry beiween 1
and 1536. . - N
His defense wos that he was LT
a meaber of the Comaunist .
Party of Germany and not Lo

friliated with the organiz
ion here, that his aliases
ere tn the noture of )
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