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BAN FRANCISCO, Wov. 4—-Crouchc

"and Chico Mars, fim comedisns, yes-

lerciay filed noties of in Ninth
Circult Court of Appeals from a Fad-
eral conviction on & charge of cOpy -
vight ndringeswnt.
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N FRANCISCO, April 7468
The appeal of two of the ;
mrothers from i voiny olion
o ca-tryminat charge of vopy:
rightinfringemeni woassub
miited today to the Federal Cin
et Uourt,

The broihers a7 whose
irue hame was ittk’xi i ihe ap
peal 3% dntus, and Chien, whose
name iz foo, were convicled in
o8 Ange%r:s fast vyear., They
were acensed by Camu and Gar-
rett Graham of veing & radio skit
without permiasion and in vwﬁa-;
m'm of n copyright. E
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Lose 'e ‘Appeal

BAN FRAXNCIBCO., Apreg 12
INS —~The conviciiens o
Gmache ..nt! "C'm‘co Marx. of the

Wy fhe Lesw

.‘mgt es M’“&i Court were up
reid wday by o= i
cision of the Nin.n 17 ;od Siaies;
Ciresit Court here. The bredthers:
were found puilty of vinleling the’
copyright Iaw o ronvieetisn with!
e v of & "adio & Cipt and were
frmas ¢ O0n sech and ardersd o
sall unul payment wis mAade.
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P.R.I., LS ACEIRI, JALIPORNIA,
{Name snd addrees of Conmtribulor’

Mr. J. E. Hoover, Director,
Division of Iavestigaticn,
U. £. Depariment of Justice,

Washington, D. C. Dete_Novemper 23, 1937.
Dear Sir: '

!‘ﬁilo'il)‘ ars tks dismnwnrvt cases—uon mmh rzrmcrprmts havas been
mailed o the Division of 'mestxgatton

Divisicn Pile Primt 15" Name and Aliss _ . Digposition
Number Rumber -~ 4
03 ;59&; Los mms A, m umﬂ if‘ ;mas fine; to stand
T - /dz HHETY ﬁﬁ" e
LEO WMRX, alias cmee ﬂ‘?gv do.
PN % !

\

{For ipssructions sse raverss side;




Marx Brolhe

Fined $2000
In Radio Case

Groucko and Chien Marx,
a pair of soberfaced come-
dians, were fined $1000 each
inFederal Court vesterday for
eriminal copyright m" alll
ment in the use of a radio akit
breadeast last year.

United Sistes District Imige
Genrge Cosgreve gave thems the
saxizeven fine bt spared thewm a
it sestenee.
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! Marx Bmthés
File Appeal Here

Comedians Seek to

Have Conviction
Set Aside

Groucho and Chico Marx, two
Bl funny men, yesterduy adived

for another day in eourt in an ef
fort to 20t agide 2 conviction for
vistation of the Federsi copyeight
lzws,

. Through their attornevs, two
thirds of the Marv Brotners filed
potice of appeal in. ihe United
States District Court heri. A Pad.
ceral jury in Los Aungeies st
‘wpeek found them guilly of com-

verting to their own use a radio
farce which had been subnitted

mﬁmforapprma ’

!
i
£ K
§ Sentence of $1.008 fine or o
yonr .

Fin Jail was proasunced,




i Aped

Coniending they were convicted
on evidence insufficient for a
guilty verdict, Groueho and Chico
Marx yesterday filed notice of
appeal in their criminal plagia-
rism case, .

The notice was fiied in the Fed.
eral Court of Appeals &t San
Francisco. Under their given
names, Julius and Leo. Groucho!
and Chico asserted thai, besides!
“insufficient evidence,” the indiet-:
ment was faulty and errors were
to be found in the #rzd and in
instractions to the jury. :

A jury in Federal Juége George ,
Cozgrave's zourt detibwerunied Iess«
than an hour Saturday betore re~ |
turniiig a verdiet in which the
comedians were found guilty of
violating the copyright aws by
“lifting” portions of radio mate-l
risl prepared by Carroll and Gar- !
rett Graham, Hollywoed writers. |

On Monday the Marx mhersi
appeared bafore Judge Cosgrave |
far sentence and were fined $1506
euch, escaping the jaid wf
which the m ﬁmﬂd h&ve pro-;
DERINORE. ’ :
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: l@*ﬁ%, . Jentenced 1l

Fuline He MATX sufrendered to U. &. mrﬂzﬁ,laa
Angelss, ‘PuB7-37; reieased on $1000 bend. Motion
%0 diemiss indictiment demied, nnd boih subjecte

" entersd. Pleas of not guilty 10-18-27. 8ig m:tcm,'
_ former member of Zeppo MSTI Agemcy, states Al
' ‘Boasberg peid §750 thrwgl Zeppo Mrx | :

gensy foxr -
qmmmx revision M’ Mm breth«f_i. sérwﬁ

ca}fafaa pmgmm, states Warz brath&rs selgﬂe& o
material for brosdeast 3-1-36 from ssveral possidble

»wri?h, atsended rehesrsals ani were paid for

mrzﬂthx Lyon, secretary, Wi Esty ,
: rihend notes ol i@ﬂﬁ: %ﬁ sat.

ts found quilty after tyisl by ' OR

3 -37 to #'

o tm mmit?gé uaii& wmf
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o JoLres §, mx. ,aeemiod !ry hio attmy, mn : B 'W" '
- MILLIKAN, appesred at the office of the U, S. Marshel in Yos Angelss, Gallf.,
on September 27, 1937, anmd wa fingerprinted by the Marshal and assigned Ng. . o
5922, Milliken, on the seme date, argued & motion to dismiss the indictment T
on the ground that it did not comstitute s viclation. At that time he deslined ‘
to comment or permit Lis clisnts to comsent to. the agent regarding their pos-

} sible &éronu. On the same date, Jul;s.us m:: was mloaaed on §$1,000.00 dbomd, |
o Or Qetcber 18, 1937, a metion tor asemtssel wae overruled, md both e
aubjwti entéred pleas of mot ‘guilty, Date fcr tral WRS set 8% October 28, -

Inquiry by the writer at the office of WILLIAM ESTY & COMPANY, 6253
Hollywood Blvd., revealed that SAM MOORE, 661l Ewmet Terrsce, los Angsles,
- prossmtly a writer with Metro Goldwyn-Mayer Studfos, with which the Marx
B - Prothory wore umler contrest nt the time of the Camel Carevan Prosdeast on . -
Sepvember 1, 1936, hed been, on the last mentioned date, the exsontive of Wn. ¥
. Bety & Campany inm obarge of ‘the advertisizg for the R. J,. Reyne olfs T:b!aeca Oa., @
and ﬁimtly in dharge of the Cumsl mm hou¥ brosdeast. . C ""”l‘éfji

: Sk ﬁﬁvﬁﬂ, UPon inta*rit-, alated thet iz August 1936, he re¢alls, thmt

throdgh the ZEPPO MARX AGENOY 8V Los ingsles he negotiated for the services of

- GROUSED, CHICO &nd HARPO MARK on the Camel garavan brocdeast for scptum 1, .
. 29363 that the defendants in the instent eaq ' :

. “ﬁ!’& %m’ miu and m‘ 723 tﬁﬂ

fumished thelr ows sorips; whish sslestion

T m& thoy m n their mmns

&1&#& thﬂ because e:r his buﬁmn em ;
bet would tesiify te the faets above set ferth also stated that te- tho mt
ot his kmovledge CHICO MARX held cut far spothar seript, other thew the czue which

was ueed, [resumably because ke had some "fatter 1sughs®, up te the time o ‘the
#irst rehparssl. Moore mm that the Williem Bty & Compeny, Inve, resoris |
wnld contain tha originsl son¥vast with the Mary ¥rothers, the ganee)led ubpig S
@ ven the Marz drothers for their pertidipation on e mm end the “ap
troedosst” eoript whiph gonsiste oF shorthand ackas. mde by WRIESIE LYOR, ade- k
mtary wrwya. Ty the ELA3 m-s xatv .l Vw;nny, mz s ém-xrg tha wmai braa;.tw;.




SAVINGTON CRAMPTON, presently in . charge of ths R, J. Reynoms ”‘o— }
baceo Canpany's account with Willism Bsty & Co., Inc., stated that his records i
contained the original contract with the Marx brothers, whioh ke diaplayes to ‘
“he writer. This contrast; datsd August 28, 1936, provided for a broadesst on
Septmmber 1, 1938, on the Caunel Caravan, and with rehesrsal dstes from 8:00 %o
10:00 ¥, ¥., August 31, 1936, and from 3:00 %o 6:30 T. !é., Sepienber 1, 1536,
_ineluding the b*oadcaat 'mm signatariea, in sddition to the Willism Bety &s
Compeny, were GROVOED, CHICO and HARPO and ZEPPO MARY, the eomtraet being with
Z8ppo Marx covering the services of the othar three. The contract specifisd |
that the artists Grousho, Chico and Harpo should furnish their own material and
shculd save the Rsynolds Tobecco Canpeny, the broadcasting Caupany and Willing
Zsty & Campeny from any demages due to the use of such matarial, The sum speo-
ified in the contract, for waich, Mr. Grempton informed agent, the Marx Srothers
received pa;ment, was $3,750.00. Mr. Ursmjton requested that this amowmt be e
trested in atrictest emridence, inammuch as ite Peblisation during the couras:
o the trial would émbarrass the egsncy in {is deslings with other arfists., =
Mr. Crempton stated that the cancelled chack far the services of the Marx
brothere had besen dedroyed,

WJ‘E mm, gsaretary to Mr. Crampton, stated thai ahe haﬁ been
ssoretary.to Mr. MOORE in 1936, hai typed up the contruct with the Narx hrothers
apd imaew to her omm knowledge that s cheek had :;;n tog:r’a;dcto the f;s::‘ l::ﬂ

¢y for pa t; thet she was r sted by Willisa opany a

: ﬁjomyg:wa of the wwm it war sctuslly broedosst, snd that she

418 a0 on the night of Septesber. ), mc, She uaﬁ:oe W&mt - "“,W o
eant® soript and stated thet she weild ;. Qoiipe By
S files & pimes qopy of the mmal m&qut ) aiwm. .
cte on which'tka: s brosfceat® soript 20485 wers m, aﬁ iﬁiﬁﬁ'm i
seript a tremsiadion of ber amrthun& aotes fma m original "as &madmt ‘
ser*pt‘- :

st ths
z Miss Crempton and Miss Lyon i:zfmmé agent ihet in New *‘ork,

 time of the Gamel Jarevan broadcast, & Tatord wus wade of Rhe JFOgTeN, wt thet
they wore ‘wmmble to state whethar or not thet resord was ¥ ir sxistence.
Wr. Crampton steted that at the present tim & resond is m&z ot &nﬂ Carynven

brosdessis in Eol.\,mtd.

‘ The writer oonfsrred with Assistsnt V. 8, Attorasy CARL. msz ith

fegard to the rscond of the broadoest, snd was sdvised that it would bs m;es- T
sary for an investigation ts he eonductad in New Yark City for t}:ei?zrf?&a?
obiaining the recom and the witnesses necessary io i?&ti.: i. ;.a&zmﬁ-_;i wﬂ T unt.
Lntrmgtion iz oqurs, inesmnen e the “as brauééaz;t seriypt fmm _.

m&m« of the actual brosdsast,




: ¥r. Eardiey stated that the GRANAM brothers bed {aTorged him that
| FI6 MARCUS would be abdle to fumpieh informetion comcemaing the pars which 4L
BOAZBERT played in connection with the negesintions vetwsen the Mary drothers
~&nd the Grabem brothers in 1835, - .

v - SIG MARCUS was interviowed at the Myron Selznick & Company, Ine.,.
9450 Wilshire Blvd., Beveriy Hilla, Californis, in the presence of his attomey,
whom he introduced aa 4, 30GOLOY. Me stated that in 1935 be wae &n empioyes of

~the Zepmo Marr igenocy, which was engazed in the business of end ling the artistic
efforts of the Marx Bros.; thet the xgency, in 1935, negotisted with the Grahen
trothers for the use of the seript sntitled "The Hollywood Advantures of Mp,
Dibble and Mr. Dabble”; that the seript wes o be ussd by the Marz Bros. iz a
proposed radio brosdoast, negotisiions for whieh were underway in New Yark by
one FREDERICK MAYER, who was -woxking in eemjunctlon with U0 MARY., the Wew.
York-ropresentative of tha Zeppo Marx Asency; that the Marx Bros., pertisularly
CROUCHO, were pleased with the artistic effarts of AL BOASBERG, and preferred
at that partieular time to have Al Boasberg brush up any seripie which they
used; that accordingly, Al Boasderg wes retained ty inlividuuls unknown to him
end hed & conference with the Marx Bros. and the Grehem brotoers regardiag the
eforementicned soript; thai Doasberg wusxed o Lae eoiijpl em Teegives Tor kis
sfforts $750.00, which was paid by PREDERICK MAYER in New York to GUNGK MARX,
‘Who'in turn pmid the momey t¢ the Zeppo sarx Agemey in Bollywood,.where SIG - .
MARCUS peid the meney to Boasherg. Marcus flatly refused to atate that Boasberg
hed besn retained by the Marx Broa. He stated that he could not testify thst
Boesherg had any ioterest in the Grabam brothers’ capyright, and thet he sould
not positively state that he, Margus, hed informed the Maps:Bree. that the
- material was cojyrighted by the Gneham brothere. He utated thet hie uaderstend-
ing was that Bossberg weuld ecllabdrasé with (e Grsham bPothers oo ﬁéaﬁ@& )
programs if the Narx Wrothers' radis deal wemt through, Wt that be uxlerstosd -
20 Aes) hod bewm ecnsummated and that B hed not epen Ws Srabm brotbefe fherey
- after with respeet to that meterfm2. . - . R S
e eonsifored the.

of the imdietwent aa charged. Im the opinion of the writer, Marcus Woull De S
umwilling witpess. - L A =

, t the Reteil Marchanis Credit issociatton, Subway Teminsl Bidg.,
Los Asgales, agent deternized that JULIDS B. MARX, wife WUTS, of 3 i =Rl
erest Dosd, Beverly Mills, Galiforais, asd 1§0 JARL, wife FETFY, of SS1 -
Tongore, Tos Augelos, hed Seen mumed 2a pariles defeuleat, tagether WITH T
Metro-Goldwyn-lisyer Studios, Loew's, Imeorperalad, am g@ars, 28 ° 0%, %
Superior Sourt, Los m‘:‘fe; ‘;;:} Re som 3;@3};&‘2@: ,M'mﬁ,ﬁ% 3%
o haain Taa Taqords alse indisated that 130 MARK had been dofembent in Y

e




- smell suits, ons for $250.00 demages and the other for $160.00 on a8 acsowm®..
» 4% should be noted that nevspaper stories fegarding. the murder of LES BRONEMENY, *
~ Los Angeles gembler, indicated that & check bearing thé signature of OHICO BANX . |
‘was found on the person of the deceased Brunemmn. .

On October 28, 1937, the fnstemnt ¢pse wee continued over until the =~ ;

-~ fptlow agday--fof-h*i&l'bee&txaa"of-'~meﬂinn-_~tn Judge Cosgreve's coturd. - Om- - — ~~ori
October 50, 1937, a jury retumed a verdiot of guilty as to each of the defemd~ -

anta, and on November 1, 1937, Judge Cosgrave semienced ths defendents to fines

of $1,000,00 each and to stand committed in the Los Angeies County Jail until C T

Afmwe trial mes denied, and motise of spreaiws filed asd the appeal
. bonds were furnished by the defandents. ' L )

4 Sesertition of subject JULIUS H. MARX, elles Growho Marz, as ob= |,
tained from observation aud records of the U, & m;'s office, is ap fe‘lwa_:-_-_:v :
| JULITS H, MARK = -

s

. Bt B

S i St k,.,'?“f“fr"‘.‘r‘f*tw‘}' ; > ‘ "
Nativity now ,
Bationality - american ’

.. The Berstu bas sdyised that there are a0 prics resoms of srrest for -
either of the sabjesia.’ - - b T | o

, Cn Noveabex 1, 1337, tha Buresu wes advissd of $he sertomses impomed o ¢
upom Shese mabfsete. o - oo

| ﬁi‘aﬁoﬁ‘tmﬁ shost is being sutmitted to the Sureau Rerewith.




Found Guilty

T.08 ANGELES, Oet. 30.~(IN 83 :
—A soher-faced jury required Just,
forty-seven  minutcs o onnvier
Groucho and Chieo Marx of vioiat-

Cing the fadwal.t:nnymgbt_}ay{fst
hie brothers, among the highest
i paid comedians of radie and screen,
| were found guilty of eshiverting: to
i thelr gwn use & radio faree whic
ihad been submitied to them Jor
approval. T
Fared with a penalty of 1008
‘fine or & wear in iail, Chico ang
Groucho, who iost their smites.
when they went to rogrt vesterday, -
;anntuneed they would seck a new
jtial imanadiately.
' Federal Judge Cosgrave divectsq’
iiha comedians 1o appear i coyrt
. Monday for sentence i
Geoicho end Chico ave aconsed :
i & federal misdemesior com
Lalaiat of “HPage material trom s
TEEIL "My DOSe AR M, Dabbla
{written by Cartolt aud Garrelt Gras
“Ramy walls acript mep.

Post Intelligun-:er
Ssattle,

Xashington
<1, 1929

L ‘;1' ‘.5 .
¥ }“. .f"'} ‘If j{ &

e g




32000 Fine.Ordered

Escape faz[’ erm for Marx Brothers‘

Giroucho a
crackers, felt greatiy

W casting copvrighted radio script
. without the author's consent.

said they would appeal from the
Jverdict of the United States Dis-
jtrict Court here, last week
“That's a relief,” said Chieon,
when he heard Federal Judge

penalty,
“We'th be glad, Groucho and

Al lm ) \Iat‘

They were yolieved of 516005
each in fines--subject to action
of a higher caurt Lo which they |

George Casgrave assess  the

velebrated sereen wise-

reliev od vesterday,

They were relicved at
] > not heing sentens
after their conviction of hroadee—— ngpm need to

jail

; me to shell out a ihoussnd

cach, But jail—,
8 terrible thought.”
Groucho

Say, that's

conce he ltied to be funany and

s failed when he sgid:

“Well, I was expecting the

©worst, 5o I'm well satiafied
The worst would nave been a

((‘:mtinucd on Pa:a 1, Call. 4-3)

~

smiled  wryly, Frr'

year in jail in addition to a $1000
; fine,

| We never knowingly lifted’ sny

®

(Cominned From Page Ome) !

Later. Groucho said:
“It’s a miscarriage of justice. i

material from snayhody.” f
They gave oral notice of ap-

peal.
They were convicted Jast Sat.!

urday of infringing a copyrighted : . waliked apologetically over ta
radio broadcast from Carroll and | ltwo comedians and said:

Carrett Graham, Hollvwood 3u |
thors. It took a jury only 47|

‘minuleds 1o bring in 3 verdict of

“guilty.”

The Graham brothers had su
mitted the manuscript tc the:
Marx brothers, who rejected it :

Their defense was the script 5€ If and Chico.

they used waz prepared for fhom
by the late Al Boasberg, a Holly- .
wood gag man, and that they |
saw fo em.larity optween it and
the Graham manuscript. i

Judge Cosgrave delayed the
sentence for a while yesterday’
witil he could read the seript
which the Murx brothers were.
aceused of plagiarizing. f

*“An sppregpriation of an- |

otlwr's work ke beem made,” |
. :ﬂ
Dy e
&

* sald the Judge afterwud. y
Etted

b ‘and formz! notice of appeal made
‘formal statement sigrned by hize-88

pressions have heen
bodily. While the mdictiment -
may have been faultily drawe.
(asn the Marx atiatney com I

i tended) it seems to me that §
i that does not lessen the mossl’

offense, I order the defendsnts: i
committed to jail antll ﬂle
fines are paid.”

A United States

“You'll huve fo come intc my §
office for a minute.”
They were released under bk

Groucho Marx then issued aff

It said, in pe#
“After twenty-cight vears of
honest endeavor . . . we W
faced with the tn&lwh‘ of . !
ing convicied of a prsdemeanan. .
“We know we aen innoeest.
. . While it is true the off
ocharged ts 8 misdemesnor .

¥ g




»

IMarx Brothers
§Each in Copyright

L.

ined $1000

Case

Comics Post

Appeal Bond;

%Deny Guilt

. Growho and  Chice Marx,
comedy stwg of the stage, wreen
and radio, vesterday waere fined
{51000 each by United Srates Dis
(trirt Jadge Cosgrave for infring:
‘Ing on a copyrighted radio seript.

The judge evpressed a doubt
‘as o the validity of the indiet
anent on which the Marx broth.
err weve convicted by s jury
Saturday, bur sald he ws con-
vinced, as was the jury, that a
deliberate approgaistion of the
copyvrighted work was made,
FILE APPEAL BOND

The defendants were ordered
committed to the Grange County
fail to remain thera uniil the
fines were pald, but upon the
fitng of an appoal bond they
wers permitled their Liberty,

The comeal Marx  brothers
werte oXlremely setious ssx they
were haled hefore the bar of
justice and heard the stern judge
declare that whether the indicer.
ment was valud or net they had
certainly committed a maoral of
fonse.

CARRIES JAL TERM

The offense on which they
stond convicted 1y clasmitied as
A Mimlemeanor and carries o
maximum penalty of ne vear in
Iall or $1000 fine, or both,

The Marxes were copvicted of
alring a radie socipt on Seplems
her 1, LG, withaut paving the
attthars,  Garrett and  Carroll
Graham, hrothers, who had b
mittod 1t t; them for puarchases

This iz the first conviction une
der the copyright laws among
eoves af gialkr . casss Dled
Federal court

APPEAL PROBARLE
The defemdanty’  attorneys,
Linvd  Wrgh!, tivde Thames
antd Charles Mlbikan, tintimaced
lthey would anpeal, ’
Altor the aentence, Crouchn
 Mars made the following atate B
fment;
"My brother soad { after twein
Ureight years of bouest endogvor
B in the theatricat feld, in whieh
we hope we have browght to aip
B bl enterwinment and happi-
Ness, are ftaced with the indig.
Uity of having been convicted of
A misdemeanor,

“Wo krow that we are o

BB it o aver intentienaily takiag

N

B

L 15 trup the

him we, whe hay
[tixintens fop

Anyone's property. Mo mu s h
has been written for the singe,
gocreen and radio hroadeasts that
original plots ave (ifticuly o abn
tain and exeeedingly unvagl

' FHEMILIATION ToLp

"That we shoull have haep

singledd ony during hegotiationg
_m settle 8 ¢fvid mmzﬂindiv‘mi
jmi thea foynd ity o ‘r"\'*’-‘
v¢‘~‘mfn whith we mnsa:ium1«&;13;‘
»f-lw}b o et by e .wx.!:Yf
at“t«,trvu‘h of the s inaion
e conat rued pg holling ua mdm:
)( memilx- taking &A()thez~“
PTODELY 1%t say the legst, vp ¢
ity -y
"We Bave jneg
,§r*1xv‘;«ya W take
8> pracesdin

teted ot ae B

an apirat, fhey

B tnrj' do this, Whity

_ “PrRe Chargoed

4 isdemear,, nm%rthz
N (9 tt;wn In this

, nore than twenty.

eight YEurs without evep mk‘};“;

BNYaNes Property op without be.

Turn to Page 2, Colamn 3 v'

i

ashiy

i Bt
Fined $2000

Continned from Flent faue
g acvut of even s harity,
.aré cotnpeiied by the wees u'x
faivness of the waole proeding
o demanii that ihe yastior pe
submitted to & R conrtt |
Attorneys for the lwo colme
gisng in anpounchig an appeal '
wiil be filed, sald: ‘
Oy knowiedge of the

Ve emen snel ot long ace
!S!!:;‘-’f,’m\z;ti:Mihpu LY f by ridy
compel i Ly slate that
apinion e verdirt rencive
fhin case m'mumi: %ﬁjum altoing

2 5 # 2L

T g B sponcs
arve every fajth that the .-nw&mg
ton will he revarsed when m;
matier i reviewed by the {Lreuit
Crurt.”

i‘,_ b " \, {44
}"‘ ’
g
A
§
" £
N

e
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Fined $2,000

Pair Plan 4p¢mzl
In Copyright
Case

LOS ANGELES, Nev. 1 —{aPi——
yhrouche Marx and Chico Marx,
mcrﬂea comediang wers fined $1 ¢
imn By Umnited Siates Ifssrict
Judge Cosgrave today oo 2 charme |
of infringing & copyrighs. ]
Their attorney gaee sral pesioe!
of ami i
aﬂv) el oRvicied by & fry (’
cissi Baturday of wsing in s radie
‘bresdcast certain “gag” mavertal
wiich Carroll and Garret! Srahaw
cpabmitied to them previsusly m
iwhich they tad rejecied :
¢ The  Marx brothers mmM~
i dering their trial that the Lﬁzt A




Marx Pair Gally
0f Copyright
i
2 Film Comedians

Face YearinJail
Or $1,000) Fine

08 ANGELES, Oct. 30—
{INS)—A  soberfaced fury re
guired fust 47 minutes today o
convict Groucho and Chico Marx
of wisliting the Federal Copy-
right lawse. )

The hrothers, among the high-
est paid comodiany of radio and
sereen, were found guilty of con-
verting 1o iheir own use a radic
faree which had been submitted
to them for approval.

FACE JALL OR FINE.

Faced with a penalty of #3550

fine or & year ' javt, {hnicn und

Grouche, who st Iheir smiley.
when they went to court yester.
day, announced they could scek a

aew frial initpedisiely,

- Federat Judge Cosgrave di

rected the comedizn: to appesr
in eourt Monday for santence.
“VIOLATION FROVED.™

A minuie before T jodge com-
menced hiz  insfruciions, the
buors had heard Asmistast U 8,
Attorney Cart Farddy dereand in
oo Lncertsin tarms that the jury
CON VL,

“We have airendy proved,” he
said, “thay isers was vieddatim
o e copyright lawn of tha
Umite2 States in thin case. We
ask a verdirt of gusty ”

- i
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k3 » % "7«”;“
€ourt Convicts e
The ‘Mad Marxes’ {
LO8 ANGELES, (F—Groucho .,,.;“‘:TT. ,
and Chico Marx, movie come- S A

dimne. were convieldd in PFederal
- - -Cowrt -yesterday of infringtry on-
B a copyright in a radio brosdeast..
) a verdict that OGroucho said in
iragic fones “might mean & jail

jolt Ine a8
After the verdict. he and Chico,
equalY - serivus, had nothing to

5a7.
The misdemeanor conviction
carries & maximum fine of $1.000
aor maximum jall senience of ane
¥year, or both.
Judge George Cosgrave said sen
temeoe would be imposed next Mohs
jday. Defense counse! deciared
}mey woitld ask for & nev fréal -
1 While the hwry @z oub the
| Marx brothers solemnly fold res.
‘povters they had been in “show:
- business” for many, many yeary
and wmad any ides of “xipal.
8o far as could be determined,
t1dx is the frst time tu the highery
of the Hellywood filmm colony &nat
any ome has been couvieted of
piggiaism charges. There have
et many civil suits faor darmads
charging theft of Ywrsry mmuted

e !

rizia.
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of Radio Skit

HOLLYWOOD, Nov.

Glum Groucho & Chico Marx
Await Sentence in Theft

Bi Uailed Press .
1—Groucho and Chico Marx
were called into Federal Court today to be sentenced

for violating the copyright law,

——Groucho's false mustache and Chi-#

cos iiitle pesked hat were missing. |

¢4 was the merry twinkle gone from |
t!& ir wide eves and both shook thexrl
hepds dourly. Groucho said some- !
\tl"mg about it being ser.ws buslnts.s
;and he looked as if he oxpected the
{ worst.

i APPEAL EXPECTED
i

Maximum Lenalty for the oftense |
iz 4 vear's umprisonment and a $1000 |
Cfine. Theve was little likelihood the
celebrated cemedians would go to il
i soon. because their attorney was pre- !

paring to appeal from their mnuc-
tion,

They were at liberly under 81000

bond each awaiting sentence aiter a'!

jury found them guilty in 45 minutes |
Sadurday of using a skit for a radlo,
' proadeast without paying for it. i

i A DIRECT STEAL i

! Whe secusers who said they com-
‘pouzd tha skit were also brothers,;
cGarrel and Carol Graham.  The'
' Marx Brmherx presented it as “The!
’Hm\\wood Adventures of Mr. Dibble
rand Mr. Dabble” and the Graham:
bmthels sald it was a direct steat !
vfrc toa seript they bad submitted w
{the Marxes for aprroval ‘
Tt was the first conviction on copy- |
‘right infringement charges in several |
years at the movie colony. ]

ONLY 2 INVOLVED
Onty twa of the original team o!l
four Marx - brothers were !n- uxved—-
Groucho. ideritified with the thick:
“mastache’. of  gaint . and Gmm,.
whose specialty s Jlialian dialec’g’
: Harpo, the mute member of the team:
. whose f{orte js pantomime, had no:
! part $n the radio performance Zt';);x:2
bas gquit the act to become the busi- |
[T Rt

The bmeu.:) ,t I "r\t AL -]

-5

[

GROUCHO MARX

Groucho testified he firdt resd the
Qrahsm brothwers’ seript in 1835 but
aid uO‘- use it because he had no
! radip program scheduied. When he
did. hare gcoasien for such a story,

said, beé asked Al Hoasberg, rddin
writer. to prepare a script and tha
result was "The Adventures of Mr.
Dibble and Mr. Dabble” .

Tr. Grahan bDiothers said it Was
their story "beyood & doub.” ana the
fue akreed

WA

e

§

!
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Closing Arguments
in Copyright Trial
Scheduled for Today

Closing arguments in the tria)

4

film and radio comedisns, are to
be 1nade loday and the copv
right infringement criminal case
‘is expected to go io the jury
ibv noon.
z Both defendants vehemen:ly
Idenied guilt when they took the
}wx ness stand vesterdsy.
E Testimony in United States
I District Judge Cosgrave’s gourt
'disclosed that the Marx broth-
‘ers and thefr radio seript writ
‘er, the laté Al Bousherg, read
-the skit in dispute, in August,
11935, but disregarded it because
‘their plans to go on the yadio
‘were postpoped for a year. .

Tre seript, “The Hellywoed
‘Adventure of "Mi. Dibble m
.m- Dabhbie ™ written by Gamm

land:-Carrolt: “Gegligm, Brothers,
asserfadly ‘was presented alimost
ot for word in a nation-wide
brosdeast by  the  twe - Marx
bivibers on Beptember 1, K3g,
Asst, US. Atty, Eapdloy cherged.

e

a»f Gioucno and Chico Marx, .

P R




roles inte ecurt yesterdar, where they are desfndanty oa
~of srisalnal 44

Miu-x' Brothers
Ask Advice
On Best Prison

mmmmc&.mmmm-

!
cotprind infrinpesoes iy th s S0 Red 0
stern-visaged Federal Judge George Coagra 1
The pair are charged with ap-
proprinting » copyrighted skit,
“The Advenicres of Mr, Dib.
bis and Mr. Dabble,” written by
Carroll and Garrctt Grabam,
fiim wiiters, whe were the prine
cipal Govermment witnesses.
“Why Judge, we never stola
anything iv our Hves , . *
Groucho said with  expressive
grslures, “Why, we pay and pay
and nay ., . .
“That will be enough of that”
the Federal jurist eaid, and for
the first time in the trial, the
smile on Groucho's face turned
io a louk of deep onncern.
During the recess a few
riinites later, the film comedian
lighted a cigaretts and asked a
reporter;
“What's the ilmit we cun got

on & rap like this, and what's the e o

best prison? What I mean is,
wheie e the raost bridge play-
ers. That fellow Culbertson is
& sucker.”

T advanlalgcs Ol wwe wesie
ern prisony were outlined to the
film player who laughed it off
with the remark: *“This iz a
cipch, We'll beat this rap easy.”

Both the Marx brothers testi.
flad they had read the acript
written by the Grahais, early
fn 1935 but had not used it
Wecause thay had no radic spon-
sor at that tima,

“Early o 1836, we got & spot
on the radin and & sponsor,”
Groncho sald.

“Wa contrasted with Al Boas-
berg to write g script for us and
azreed to payv kim $500. He
wrote ofa and we aceepted iL
it apparently dan't have aay
simtiarity with the skit sabe
mitted by the Grahaine”

The prosecution is the first ia
the bistury of the Ias A {11
Faoderal onirts on an orvvase of
the kind, sispough bundrads of
Copyrighl  wciingfmenl  awls
huve been filed
Tiolidfl A8 0T vRAT IMprsonmen?
snd FIOUS fines.

P xe



L MAR X BROS.
FOUNDGUILTY
OF PIRATING

Grouc Chsco Convicted on

Ci*:arg. of Violating Federal

T o——

W LI APPEAL
WA appeal” Ceciared
¢ rwho, unsdling snd not at
4 the waggish felow who
“aman” wonts s udlences.
“We'lt deminnd g new trial”
The sgpecific offense of which
Gruucho and Chico were accused
was theft of material from a skit,
“Mr. Dibble and Mr. Dabble”
written by Carroll and Garrett
Graham, authors of “Queer Péo-
ple,” & fictionized expose which
rocked Holiywood a decade ago.
In instructing the jurors, Judge
Cosgrave admonished them:
“Don’t be afraid to hring in

5 verdietis.

Laws Covermg Copyrights
FACE ONE- YEAR ML TERM

Movie Comedians Wil Appeal
Verdict; Pair to Appear
Tomoreow  for  Sentence

Groucho and Chico
Marx, who carn fabulous
sims  hy
didnt feel a it mirth-
ful vesterday,

A jury in Federal Judge George
Cosgrave’s court took just 47 min-

tes to find the Marx brothers
guilty of violating the Federal
copyright laws.

| PR R
heing  funny,

—The two;gmong the miost high-

v paid entertainers in the world,
were charged with converting to
their own use a radio farce which
had heen submitted to them for
possible purchase.

Thev facy a pefsity &f a ?Ear
in iall or 31000 fine, Jmigz
grave instrpeted the Marxes to
sppear wormarrow. for seetence.

LEAPS TO FEET

At that, Defense Attornoy

{tve Thomas leaped to his feot
in protost:

“Your honor” he cried, “that
certainly can be taken tn mean
‘Por’t hring in a guilty ver.
diet.’ 1 wish to take exception
to it.”

*The admonition,” Judge Cos.
grave replied coelly, “ecald
refer to any verdict, gullty or
innore;

Snortly befere the jury began
s deliberations, Grouche had
sauntered through the rorridors,
inquiring, with a wide grin,
“Where can we {ind a jail where
the beys play the right kind of
bridge”” .

Bul ni= sxpression changed ag
he watched the sobe~ visages of .
the jurymen,

Croucho sat with his fase bur-
ied-irns hande ag the judge de-

livered his instiuctions. ‘
Chico fidgeted nerwotwly in his-
chair and plaved with a pencit. -
Assistant Ln}*ed States Attor- |

o,
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"M:ghw‘d/\ean Jail JoH‘or Us'

ST : i
GROUCHO (LEFT) and CHICO MA RX Pt T Fm,m ON Tm MSELVES

o R

In inimitable poses, nof subjoct 1o copy- p jary found them guibtv of stesling naate
rigiv, the convedians srike a wistful aitic rial from copvrighted skit,
tucde, i;ui ihat mirthfal md was before §

2 Marx Brothers Found
(m Ity l* ace J..al Term

Ctlsatinned Feam. Page Ouel % he said, *0 maight spun il

i
(

ney Carl Eardiey made a vigm'-é Rt tor

At ore

ki VR eiieand add SOV LIGH, - Sa “. il B Ui 3@l
{ “We have sbready proved,” mght o ssEimiiate :zm gms héi-
 he said, “that there was viola- 'rh‘ The Mars I:»

Hon of ihe copyright fawws of [ aff (ae

toe & States b this cgse. | porden 2 TR

We sabi 4 verdict of gualty, R el dnany of ;

Crouchs admitted he was! Grouchn, Chices s Thegrpys

“thumdsrstrmole” gt the verdiet. rmmﬂfz & gt night ao guan.p fa@

Ty mom erions hosiwess ™ b &‘”‘*“?’%F‘ to win 3 ag
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Groucho and Chite
To Appearfor
Sentence Today

Groucho and Chico Marx, two-
thirds of the Marx Erothers com-
iy team, will play roles in what
they glumly insis{ is a tragedy
today when they appear in Fed-
eral Court o be sentenced for
eriminal infringement of the copy-
right 18ws in connectioh with &
radio skit. They face a maximurm
penelty of a $1600 fine or one year
in jail. or both.

It took a jury in Federa) Judge
George Cosgrave's court just 48
minutes-—less time than it takes
to show .a Marx. Brothers pleture .
—4{0 eonvict

\\\\

h'\\

’f
!
!
.‘

the ¢atmedy team,
Garreit amd  Carrol Graham,
brothers, maid the twa Marx
brothers used the skit, entitied
“The Hollywood Adventures of
Mr. Dibkle and Mr. Dabble,” with-
sut paying the Grahama for it
. h:t wan expected attorneys for
- Bt obtsined here I seveval

S
,
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2 Marx Brothers
Face Tnal Today

Indicted by the Federa) gramd
jury on charges of copyright
”p;raxy " Grouehin  and  Chico
Marx, stage, radio ard film com-
adka'xs today are gnhadu k»d to gu
ot mu b“:‘hr & :-ul K3 in the SOUTT
of ¥edoeral Juwdge George Cos-
Brasy,

The Marx mmmrrs algediy

broadast e & nationwide
‘(r“}l,{ -up a mpyrmﬁ:;--d rardio sy,
“The Hedlywawad  adveniures of
Mr. Dibble and Mr. Dabdie," al-
!em writiem by &mx m

ﬂ”&.
"5“ },_,‘ o
"
%
&

i
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{ Grouchs and Chiss Marx of
‘the famed Marx brotawrs made
- personal appes-ances i United
‘States  Discewer Judge George
Cosgrave's ot yesterday,
| pleaded not gusity 10 charges of
(COPYEIght  indringement and re
i vealed their troe names
 “'Grouche Marx' is that

Four trae mame?™ gouied

Court Clerk Cyoea, i e

“Ko, 'm Julias Mrre™ ssld

Grouckhe,

Chico made known af hwe i
eof not guilty, frial of fhe Mars
brothers, Gronedo and Chies, or
e 25 They ave repressted hy

ot

L aws



Federal Bnrvau of hrwestigation
nited States Bepariment of Sustice

Washington B .E
October 19, 1937

o)
Groucho ¥arx, et al
COPERICHT ACT,

Peference is mede %o my memoranium dated October 16, 1937,
adeiging thet Wiss Hesley, of Mr. Pmyrish's 0ffice, Criminal
Tivision of the Depo, tment, nsd called me relstive to the status
of the above sntitled case.

Upon recsipt of a telegram dated October 16, 1937 from
the Los Angeles Office advising thst the motion to dismdes the
indilctment had bedn deniad and thet the defendanis were 1o plead
asi guilty on Ootober 13th, the trizl being set for Ocicber 28,
1937, T temedintsly celled ¥izs Healey and advised her of thils
informetion, a2t which Lime she stated zhe would sive this Infor-
mation to both ¥r, Parrish and ¥r. Butler.

At 3300 PN, on the same date, Wr. Batler celled to verify
this informetion and I also gave him the infarwstion set forth in
thls telegram and informed him that 83 soon as & report was v

‘ rmim & mny mgf mﬁﬁ be mwmw “‘mﬂaﬁ f-ss him,

s e TR
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¥nited Stutes Bepurtiment of Fustice
Hashington, B. €.

. Date ' ‘

 MEMORANDUM FOR MR. mu{ .

Re: GROUCHO MARX, et al;
COPYRIGHT ACT.

Miss Healy in Mr. Parrish's office of the Criminal Division
celled, requesting to know if the Bureau had received any information
subsequent to the report of Specisl Agent Lish Whitson, dated August 19,
1937, at Los Angelss, Californis, in the above entitled matter. I advised
her I did not know offhand whether a report had been received, but thet T
did know the Bureau was in receipt of several newspaper clippings relstive
to this case. ' : '

‘ I called this file and ascertained that the Puresu had not receivad
& raport since that of Agent Whitsom, end Miss Healy was advised tc this
effact. &t this time, she referred me to Mr. Butler in ths Criminal Divisios,
and 1 informed him thet from & newspaper clipping which sppeared in the ‘
Los dagales Daily News for September 28, 1937, it appeared the court st
Los sageles had pken under submission & ~stiom for dismisgel of an indict-
sent cherging e’ Warx Brothers with violation of the Copyright Aet. I
further informed him “thies newspeper clipping lndicated that the Marx
~ Brothers hed declared through their attornem that if the motion for die-
missal is denied they will plead not guilty and sk for am early trial.

¥r. Butlar stated that apparently from the information he had

recelived thiz m>tion hed been decided, end said he would greatly appraciate

it if this Bureau would ascertain the status of this case st the present

time. Accordingly, I have prepsred a telegrsm far the Los Angeles office,
requesting it to subamit & report immediately reflecting the status of this

vess, aad I lalformed dr, Juller ibat iewmediately upon Iecsiph af.s. BBRGEigemom—
# eopy would be forwarded to the Criminal Divisibm.~ ¢ _ meyeh 4 - i
e & IEERSECN by 00 b N
BECORDED Respm}mmm tBUETAG OF VTSTIGATION

' 0T 18 183774

TERT UF JUSTICE

i cott. F o o HE




los/oa
Bu-Fils 4 ey
inited 3%ates Warsial,
Las bngales, Calif.
e
Desf Sivr: T R T o h

Referring to fingerprints forwarded by you, please be
advised that an examination of the fingerprint records
¢ of the Federal Bureau of Investiigation fails so disolosns
any data concerning the following:

$Re  Julius B, m

&
CINDEXED

VYery truly yours, -




Grnmshag—-

cho, Chiro Marx
-~ Face Federal Court

P i e N —

Dramntic, not comedy roles, ars
o be played today by the fun.
maaking Groucho snd Chico Marx,
The oomedians are schaduled o

CHO MARX
Faces Cepyright
Infringement Charge

make 8 persous! appesrance be.
fore United States Judge George

. dgws.
| "

The brothers sry chmd

| Cesgrave to anawee sharger of |
| infringenient of copysight ’

grand jury iedietmesi of unlew-
| tully using a copyrighted siketeh
entitled “The .- Hollywood Adven-
tures 5i Mr. Didhla and Mr. Dab-
BiE" on a radie brosdeast witheut
permisnion of the owners,

Acoording te Assistant United |
Btates Attorney Carl Kardley, whe ;
has Geer assigned by United States
Allorney Benfamin Haffison to
prosecute the. esse, he will gaek
an early trial ¥ Groucho and
Chico enter & plea of not guilty,
_ Garvett  and Darol  Grabam,
writers of the skit, will he the
chie! witnesses for the govern-
ment.

The Marx brothers will be ropre-
| #ented by Atterneys Lioyd Wright
and Charles Millikan, who declary
i thetr clienta deny the charges,

T TCco mank
Up to Fizs Radie Skit Chseyes




2 Marx Ba'hers
May Plead in |
Copyright Case

Facing charges of copyright ine
g&mgt, two of th:n four Ham., o

are expected to plead before M-
ergl Judge George Coagrove to-
da,

y. )
. In the Federal indictment the ey f
:t\‘lo hrotherz wre awused by Gar- ¥

zcript titled “The Hoilywod Ad-

i ‘ ] - X ’ ..,.,«:;
& national radio broadesst of a ;’ 4 ‘? f LAY
ventum of Mr. Piddle and Mr 5L

I 3 e . . i
L\m} AN Conbians i b vm o e

sEr 87 105
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"Day in Court With Two Marxes ; st -oun
’ e e Wonhy
' i  EEN |Comedy Pair
Thingy were locking ap fiw
Comedians Groucho az! Choro
Marx in Federat Judge Gearge
Cosgrave's court yesterday whes
ithe jurist took under submission
. & motion for dismissal of an In-
Cdictmeny cLadRINR (he soreen pair
-1 with “lfting” portions of & redio

seript written by Carad and Smr- g
reti Graham, i
Attorpeys for the fon-producers .
argued the indiciment failed fo
ol forth & sufficient cause of &o-
; tiom.

i The “lifted” matier was sul ¢!

s{ i bave been used by the Marses in

{“ 3 ;a broadcast over a astisnal raic

: .chain Iast March,  The  eces-
.dmna. bowever, denled the lwvad:
cant eontpined  snv (-Ar‘—riuh#pﬂ
: wmatter,
B The Marxes deciared th*mzz?
; ihelr atiorpeys, that if the motion
‘for dismissai 8 denied ihey wr‘
splead not guilty end 25k for azn
gwiy triai

* r“-"ﬂ'!r—w-‘m o

A RESFPITE FROM LEGAL DIFFICULTIES rranted yesterday Y%H CGrouche (iof%) and Chire Mar:
free to spend {hoir days at the r:wes aud melr mighis ol the opern sabindered by £o9rt GRPeRLEs
tor &4 days.  Federal Judge LEOTRe Losgryave gave e thal Josg 1o §repare Hew al uncats mn
be took umder advisement s motion for dismmissal of cepyright iatrisgenmwnl charger. :

~Eigily News Photo, ,
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JROUCHC V.&RX expected to return from
.&ﬂ:,__ A.u;ust, 19‘}?. U. 8.r ,ml
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- T mvetes Orend Fawy om April ¥, 0OF, .
Y ' asd 3 true BM1l of indictamsnt was re~
, Surned o Aprid 24, 1937, charging
, Wtk Subiects tiﬂz violation of Titls
B _ l!i Santios %Q TeS.Cuds m ko - 4 ‘
P surrentered and amds §L, 00600 bowd- 0 R
- ‘ on April 15, 195%. CROGDEE MARX mew 00 .
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2 Marx Boys’
Radio Skit
Under Probe

Bridence ihat Grouch and m»w
Marx, film eoinedians, m!viaged
¥he copyright of a racic skit by
their use of the materin! over 2
wational radic Bookup, wae to be
further reviewed by the Federai
Grand Jury next Wednesday, it
was disclosed Jast night.

A  olvll swit naming the
o s Maearxes, the Don Lua Bra.lmﬂ-

m the Iatter the spomsor of
the redio pregram, hu been
Hed Wy Atterney Ruasll
Srahnm, brother of CarreB sad
Garrett Grabam, plaintiffs in
e sation and seseried suimers |
of “The Hollywood A , :
of Mr. Dibbic and Mr. Dabbic™
The complaint charged that the
arxes. in a4 radio brosdcast last
Septenber 1, used part of the wma-!
unaloontuneﬂ‘ﬂa.%umtm;at‘
204 1hus demaged the remainder.
of the marrative for further use. 5
f.:amﬂ Grahaim,  with the ..
- vy S (Y7 xm,i.her asm‘t@u%v:
ciipyrighted the story on Apei 19,
1634, the But met forth. Dasesyes
of 32,000 are zzked.
In Saswer, (he Marxes oom-
temdiod that the seript wvens H :
these N Lun waﬁm L "

“mth u;.:
mgm,ﬂ? el
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Indiet 2 Marx Bros.
On Copyright Charge

Groucho and Chico Marx. two of
the four Marx brothers of screen

by the tederal grand jury for as

serted wisiation of cha national copy--

rght ia've

JC
Indtctcl on Cup_wvgf:! C':wgc

caz«t Lht opemn,, t'}!‘.‘iﬁdc of a camr
edy ekit, “The Hollywood Adven-

turex of My, Diobie and Mr Dab-

ble.” writtem by Garrett Graham |

and his brother, Carroli Graham.
authars of two best-selling neovels,
“Queer Peaple” and “Whitey,” satir-
izing Hollowend, of 2 fow yoars agn.

The Grabam
charged that the use of the o

spisode of the radin skit destroyed '
the enteriginment value of the athez ;

25 instalmems. .
- Actiow Ny tha grand )x.n ml-
lowed the °

brothers againgt Grouchs s

Marx, the Columbia Broadcasting

System. Don Lae Broadcasung Co,

and ths R. J. Reynolds Tob .t b |

brothers have ;

iling recently of a $26,-'
00 damage sait oy the Greham

The auit has been set for trial on

CAptil 27.
and mage fame, today were indicted

The CGrahem  brothars  have
charged that the opening enisade
of the okit was biosadcast on a

nation-wide hookup imst Sept. 1.
They are accused af having nroad-

The two Marx brothers in thzir
answer to the civil suit entered
8 general denial to the copyright
yaitingement J‘a”{» They  said
the script used by them had been
written hy Al Baasberg. noted Hol-
Iywood author in collaboration
with the Graham brothers, and con-

;tended use of the script was au-
. thorized by Boasberg.

Following indictment. warrants

-for the arrest of the two Marx.

brothers were istued and bail set

‘&t §1000 each.

Assistant United Btates Attorney

 William  Fleet Palmer, who pre-

sented the case te the grand jury,

.said that, if Groucho and Chic!
‘Marx are
‘tences of not more than 100 days
(in jail, maximum fines of 31000 or

convicied, they face sen-

: both. !

CHICO MARX
Acemsod Over Rodie Shis |

e
ks

M




Two-Marxes
indicted

Grausho énd Chico Marx, of the

film comedy feam frere indicted e
by the federal grend Jury today on .

g.vsz.-ges of viclatiag the cenyright
Evidence on which the Indict-
meat wns buend had to do with
:ha asserted use of the Marx
hroibers of A redin broadesst
cutitied “The Hullywond Ad- -
veafmn: of Mr. l:tb%h and D:x"i
Dabble,” written %y Garratt aad
Carralt Grakiig, ;
Bond was set ai $1000 each and|
bencli  warrants | were iseued
8gainst the two defondants, !
sharge ag;;‘:‘n“ther?mcatr-g
ed & possbie k31 it




MARX BROTHERS o
-2 Indicted - emade &

OnSkit e

108 ANGFLES (#)-The Pederal
Grand Jury yesterday indicred e
of the Marx brothers, Groucho and
Chico, on charges of violating the
national copyright laws, 8 mis-

- demeanor,

They are accused of broadeasting
lasi September a skil (Mr Diffle
and Mr. Daffle) withoul permission
of the writers Garreit and Casrold
Graham.

Warrants for the arvest of the
Marx brothers wers issued and bail
was set al §1.000 each.

William Fleet Palmer, assistant
federal a:torney, said convictions on
the charges OAITY sentences of et
more than 106 days In jail, mexi-
‘mum Enes of $1.000 ar hith, ;

AN R b i

BTSN LEDGEE R
BRALE, B, J. 436 RAYMOND CAMMERCE R 36
L=15-37 NEWARK, N, 4.

b




‘Ywo Marxes Indicied
Under Copyrigl.t Law

; Las éugmm, nwu id :H)---Tﬁé‘ Federal Grand Jury
| today indicted two of the Marx brothers, Groucho and Chico,
on charges of violating the naticnal copyright ans, a mis-
[ demernor. i S it

They are auecused of broadeast-| fipe, 4,00 it
iing over the radiv last September ited a $26,000 damage suit against

a skit, “Mr. Diffie and Mr. Dafle," | O700cks ard Chico Mars, the Co-
without permis- Z mbin Breadeasting System, Don
gion of the writ- L@e Broadeasting Us. and the R,
ers, Garrett and SI. Reynolds Tobacco Us. in connec-
Carroll Graham. [ tion with presemtation of the skit,
arrants for P N R
the ‘srrest of | "The Marx brothers, answering
the Marx broth- ithe civil wsuit, denied the copy-
[ er8 were issued {right violation chsrges, declaring
1}1!’1{! “21! Wae fet ‘the sciipt they userd wax wridlen
‘ac.wf.lﬂ‘."m ;%cxh; by Al Boaﬁberg, Hallrwsod suthd
pnipl.e:”?anqﬁ_ :in ecoliakersbion with the Grahs:n
e S others, end that Boasberg auth-

iant federal at- :
‘ t ; orized their use of *he sermt.
torney, sawd Groutho ! !

. convictions  an Marx
the charges .
m;,nv sentences of not more thap

3 days in jail, maximtim fines ﬂf
Oﬁﬂ or beth.
ﬁfhe (x!ﬁhﬂn‘i ‘\mthu‘a rmmiy

«

i
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U.S. Jury Indicts *
T Mars Bty

Los Arngales, April 4 M —~The
Federa] paand jury today indicted

; two of the Marx brothers, Grouchs
rand Chigs, on ehar

nt violating.
i the natiomal copyri iaws, a wiis-
: demeanaor. .- -

Thew wore sevused of broadesst-
‘nga radio skit without permission -
:u¥ the writers ‘Warrants for t pir
;arrest were igtund and bail was set
at S1.000 wxeh. Comvictien caryies
i&mgmee_m not mare than

e

S
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Chico Marx Bonded
For U.S. Tral

Of Copyright
Cbatged

1OS ANGELES. April 15 (US.).

{Chice Marx, named with his

i day.

prother, Groucho, in 8 Federal in-|
dietment charging copyright in.
{ringemeni, surrendered at the:
United States Marshal's offiee to-|
]
After  peing  fingerprinted, he
posted a 81,000 surety bond.
Groucho, he said, is enroute to
Honolult and will surrender on:
hig retuin. :
The Marx brothers were alleged
tc have broadeast a radio =kit Jast
Beptember, “The Hollywood Ad-
ventures of Mr. Dibble and Mr.

Dabble.” without the permis¥on

of the authors, Garrett and Car-
roll Graham, brothers.

W




‘to Washington, D. C, $1000 of’

R

ico Marx
ffers Bond

Groucho’s Return From
Hawaii Awaited Next
in Radio Script Case

Chico Marx's fingerprints went

his money earned as a stage and;
sereen comedian went into Fed-
eral coffers as hond, and the ac
for himself went home vesterday|
as first steps of the copyright in-
fringement cave againgt him and;
his hrother Groucho were nmr
Cliin

GROUL. Y IN HAWALIX :

Nuw Chico must wait until the;
Marx brothers’ aitorney cabies)
Groucho in Honolulu to return|
for similyr fngerprinting anai
eventual arraignment on chargacf
of iilegally presenting somebody
else’s comedy skit over the ra-
dio.

Asst, U 8 Auy. Jack L. Pow-
ell said that Chico will not re-!
sppear untt he amnd  Grouchs)
Feturn m court together. Both
asseriedly broadiast the pia:y'.!
*The Hollvwood Adventures of
Mr. Dibble and Mr. Dabble”
without permission of the copy-
night owners
iTiAMAGES ASKED

Damages of $26000 have been

i

.msked of the paw by Garretf sndl

Carel Graham, who declare they
wrote the skit. Despite thel
Marxes' ingistence that they hadi
authority io broadeast the arrip‘.i
% Federg! grieM jury indicted!
them. i

Depufy Marshal H&M i “‘printing” him,

Fmgerprs-w?s of Chigo. Marx wers mt to Wmhm;
vesterday and he posted $1000

COMEDIAN FINGERPRINTED

fon
bond in cw;mgh* cose,

Teonew whota

iy
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E H I c u MA ﬂ xfhﬂ ntires of Mr. § o ood l/
‘Adventures of Mr. Dibble and
CiNiDniT

:Mr. Dabble,” without the permis- STy
‘ ) sion of Garrett and Carroil Gra- i
: ] ‘ham, who caim to be its au- et
4 thors

95 e 1 B G A L

Crico Marx, namsed with his : 7}
brother, Groucho, ina Federal in- O L
dictment  retwrned  Wednesday
charging copyright infringement,
surrendered at the Untled States
marshal's office yesterday. :

After being fingerprinted, he
posted $1000 surety bond,

Groucho, he said. iz en route :
to Honoiula. and will surrender ©
on his retuen. ¢

i

The Marx biothers were alloged '

. AN
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LUS ANCELES EXAMINES,
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CEICD BMARX () med '
mﬁﬁyﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁwhﬁﬁéfﬁc, s - Yrr the Fodern)

charges of viclating eopyripgh \ :
ﬁm&mﬁ entithed “Tie Hollywnod Advemtures wf Mr,
HMr. Dabbde.” (Stovy en Page L)

in ssserted uee of & 1

{Picture on Pagn 3]
. Enriy surrender of Chico and
| Grauche Marx on hench warnnh:
 tasued following their indictmen
jon copyright infringment charges
’hy & Federal Grand Jury yester.
; day, was promised iast night by
; thelr atiorney, Lioyd Wright
! Whits, reported to be Helty-
D Wi oAy Sppesr i post Wil
of Ji008 today, Wrighkt ap-
Rouncedl.  Tho Mk and ewdie
- comedinms must suswer charges
of Garrett and Carroll Graham,
co-swthors of “The Hollywoend
Adviatores or 3 Dhie and
Mr. Babbie,” that the witit was
prevented witheot suthorization
i over the radic recently dy tiw
. twe Winex brothers, Grouche
i z:.e reported sn routs to Hopp-
H i, :
| The Greham brothers' chirgea

1said to be substantialy the same
| 3% cuniained In their recent R34,
1 000 ctwll action axxinzt the Colum-
: big Brosdossting System, tne 2.
; &. Reynoids Tebacoo Company, the
iDon Lex oRdcasliog Comgasy
(and the two Marx broihers, CRITY
'8 pomsitle fine of 1008 and a san-
feace of ol more thas x year in
mil

in thair anewsr tg the eivil it |
scheduléd for trial Aprii 27, the!
Mary beotbers cliimed A Boas- |
erg. e they &ij;‘edﬁmutedi*
o the pirded. gave thor authanly |
tn ute & ¥ w Y

A0 b b 2
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NOT SO FUNNY

Jury Indicts
Two Marxes

Copyrigh? Violation
Laid to Groucho aad
Chico, Comedians

: — /

rouche and Chico Mary, fimi ' z//w
\.mmed;@nm yesterday were ;

named in an indicimen! returned

tw ihe Federst grema jure ae

ithem m’ t'm)‘*rigm o

s”'h

iusd!

EROIVIAY.
TP indictment  apecificaliy’
RES ihe Marx brothers with! )
ing Uy given a radic. Growcho  Marx, above,
uver Stavion “HJ and the. wos indicted *ye»fe.rday
Cotumbia Brmaraa::ng System’ itk hig brother Chico
lest Beptember 1. : OT;LQP";{‘Q}V{ mt‘fmgem?
TITLE OF BKIT o charges,

The skil was titied “The Ry
wood Advontures of Mr. Dibbie
#nd Mr Dabhie®

The accusstion was orm;ght:
aganst the Marx brothers by;
Gerrett and Carol Grabam, Hob!
iywood writers. who assert they
wrele and Jopyrighied ihe ski
::: i3 as by fSrst of 3 series

of twentysiy skits ihey a&nm
’e ot on the sir
CIVIL ACTION FILEDR

A vl action for $28.008 dam:
ages was filed by the Gra ami

“heorhers agnine the BEsE
ars Jasy Octobes 76

in answering the suil, the
Harx Iothers denied the agsert
=5 infringement, sontending that
ihe 3kl was written bn Al Boag
’%’%’f i\ oulishemation with the

:smm brothers, and thet the)

¢ therm with ﬁ’}rvat'




Chico Ma&'Freed
On $1,000 Bond in
Copyright Case

OS5 ANGELES, Apni 18 IN.
8. ~Chico Marx. named with his
- brother, Grouche, in & Federal in-
. dictment charging copyright in-
Cfringemant, surrendered at the
. United States Marshals olfice yes
ierday.
After being fingerprinted. he
- posted & $1.000 surety bond.
Grouche, he ssid, s on route o

‘Honolulu and will surrender on

hix refurn.

The Mary beothers were slieged
. to bave brosdoast s radio akit Jasts
' Beptember, *The HeBywors Ad

ventures of Mr. DidBls rnd M7
Dabbiz,” wihowt ihe ecmision
cof the authors, Gairiy snd Oar
roli Grahscm, Mrothess, v

P
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U.S. Jury Indicts ™ &
2 Marx Brothers :

i
*
P L& — - H
Wa sh “Porgr-g , 53
Los Angeles, April 14 ek,
. Federal grand Jury today indieted H
“twn of the Marx brothers, Groyeds e vy
tand Chies. on eharges of violating
e nationa) CAPYTIght Jaws, & mis-
demeannr.
They were accused of brﬁadcast-
inga radio skit withou! permission
of the wiiiers Warrants o zhz‘;i
arrest were izsued and beil W W
=i $1.000 each, Convietion carrie.
2 sentence of nst more than ;06
:'a:&:’n 2. & meximum fng of
'$1,000 or bothy.
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| ' - , - .. BEST mwwmmai.g E
o FEAL auasw eF ;w_},f; SATH

: W““m" Los %en N o
mm‘a& L DATEWHEN MADE | pemteo o .'“'f“"in-o'nm-v
: PRI Rt WHICH MADE

— Weshisgton, D, C, 4/8/37 s/2a/3n 1. Ee PORETHEOR _ THBITGM
L , o ] cnamacremor cass

CROUCHD MARX S T
CHICOgARL _ b CUPTRIGHT ACT

i

/BYNOPEWS OF FACTS:  Gopyrighied skesch of "Tha! Hellywood Adventuras S
of Mp, Didble ami Mr. Hedb3e® ot identiesl with o 5 |
g shotostatis soples of sketch ebisined: frﬂ oz o S l

R ~ 4ngeles Division, = 2} though m mm is ymeal- | |
t | iy the A, JEE N P

ke FCN
RULIRSEN T

o “’G @

.‘M

*.

233084 o speeia;,«m&—%r mm, éam t*k ‘
T ~~——¥°t'%§61“. Gaiitarmg, kmk l&, MM. e )

i
PR i

‘ w iﬁmw mc Wm #‘ = ' ‘
opy @*‘:a, Lyrary of Cangress who' :latmﬁ,_ ot Bt m o: %hw B¢ 2
, M 1ee show registration of a sketah aaﬂt:.m: ”@* ﬁa}.i Adven & of SRR
jREbtle and Mr, Dabble” under Cartiricate of Regl b ENLL cnted MprEL |

. |30y 1984; that the certificate wes issusd to Geprett mn, fm&m Salitomasm, |
- Isigmed by Wlliam L. Brows, Actisg Regi®trdr of QW“ Wp, Bmith informed A |
i thet 8 osrtiFied sopy of the sopyTi e é@geai*& wam m'k $10 mmd mammn ﬂsﬁ )
o M mmm bt £ o

1oy ' Agant ocampared pkatmu m u& ;
aﬁ tz:". m ideatidah g ﬁm page az ﬂ:a i,




 Lower Mt hand aemr “hepe. iz aot’ s&awn aay
ttm of «ha sketalh u eirrm.;

‘ kttaehcd "& iﬁt LBS hﬁ‘luWﬁM 5t Wis e 1
copy of 2 Catalog of Copyright Entries wherein on pap 13&, unao:e um
2830, the sketzh in gues$ion is registered,. Also, & Z he gopy
"Law of the United dtater of daerics, whoreid & < pcalled £ Sectien
$6 of azme to the ¢ffest ihat tha current w.taleg of Gépvr%gm n‘&rim ad
- . ths index volumes herein provided for shall be aduitted in. Court &8 pm

ruh evidencs of the faots uﬁat-a therein as regurds any copyrishk reg
tration, It is suggested that in the eveat a oertified copy of the cawri.@t
deposit o¥ registration card im reguiroed, that the Uniteé Statea Attervay
reguest same through the Department in the ususl msnner on Voucher 1034, S
¥r, 2mith says thet this is the ususl provedurs in the event cart 424 coptes 1
. eof aocumnta rron m cmri&ht Ofﬁu are raquim. : o gra




'BEST COPY AVAILABLE -

e o

it ey

i




;onu'méu;mm . - | . 4

DINICTOR .

Federal Burean of Investigation o . K

- negotiations had between the Marx Brothers apnd the

REP:VVK Rnited States Bepartment of Justice );”
28-399 Washington, B. €.
] il e

Ret ama&zzf’ MARX; c&xwami

COPTRIGHT ACT,

On November 2, 1986, Hr. Russell Grahem, Attorney at Law, 756 South
Broadway, Los Angeles, California, contacted the Los ingeles division of
the Bureau and alleged that on Septesmber 1, 1956, Grousho and Chico Harx,
radio and motion picture entertainers, presented a radio sketch on the
Re §.fReynolds.Pobacco Company's Camel Caravan nationwide brosdeast at
thetHollywood Music Box Theatre, through Station KBJ, Log Angeles, Californis,
Hollywood outlet for the Columbia Brradcasting System, Ruper®*Hughes,
announcer. The sketch was substantlially the same as the radio serisl ;
comedy entitled, *The Hollywood Advemtures of ir. Dibtle snd-dr. Dabilef;—— 5
Chapter One, copyrighted by Garreti Graham on April 16, 1934. '

Mr. Grehem averred that the Marx Brothevs presented the sketch that

'hed been written and copyrighted by Garrett Grahas, with the imowledge that

it was copyrighted material; that they gained this knowledge through =
and_Carroll, for e use of the copyrighted sketch Yo a pandbig desl with -
ﬁdﬁiﬂw Soap Company, prospective sponsors of a redio serial. This was

in 1355 and the Marx Brothers were o be-employsd =g pesfowmsers sn o sedbam. -
wide radle hookup. This deal fell through, but the ¥arx Brothers had bsen 1

furnished with coples of the copyrighted msmuscript.

lir. Groham alleged that the program as presented on Septeaber 1, 1986,
ceztadned seversl alnor changes .ihay brought the sketch up-to-date; that

it contained several new gsgs end thet the names Dibhle end Dabble were

changed to Groucko and Chico, but that the gemeral thems wes identical,
inoluding the anoouncer's prologue and thet the grestest portion of the
prograx waj glven verbatim from the orviginal copyrighted article, '

Coples of the program préssabed on Seplesber 1, 1936, and 4he original
panuscript coprrighted by Larrett Grahaam were fumismd t the los ingelss

Y B e ?ﬂ
L HECORDED ,,/,3’ - -..f 7‘1‘/ N4

INUELBD




¥emo for the Diractor. -2 - 4-~1-37.

division and 1t was noted thet they were substantially identical. .
Graham advised that he had learned through & confidential gource that

wheu Groucho Marx had requested nils ua, writer, Al Broasberg, to get
somemng ready for the Came aravan DroBsoan Y Breasderg—d; F—up—t&e
Graham Brothers! copyrighted story, brushed it off a bit, and harded it
over to the Harx Brothers as an original story written by him.

Mr. Grsham advised that & oivil suit had been instituted by Garrett
Grahap and that in this suit the defendant alleged that Broasberg's
rewrite of the copyrighted manuscript was and is an original composition.

The facts of this complaint were discussed with Assistant United
States Attorney William Flest Palper, who advised that prosecution would
probably be authorized under Section 28, Title 17, United States Coas,
upon completior of the investigation,

The master cony of the scripyfer the Casel Caravan program is now

in the possession of Ur. Donald W./Thornberg, of the Columbia Broadcasting
System, Hollywood, Califormia.

The Washington field division has been requested to obtain a certified
photoatatic copy of the manuscript copyjri@w@by ¥r. Garrett Grebaa.

@c«wm

P, E. Foxworth.




FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

BEST COPY AVAILABLE . ', :

: 'mﬁo-tv : ‘ s ' .
THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT 108 SIGELES, CALIF, K.Y, Feese. 22,103 GU

MEPORT MALDH AT ! aﬂﬂﬁmm ;  PERIOD FOR REPOINT MADE XY

-

| FEW YORE I L3/ 3/e3/51 B. O, BCHRORSER 5
__ CROUCHO MARX . |
- gEm [ COPIRIGHT-ACT-

CHARACTRR OF CASE

FYNOTHS of FacTs: Master copy of seript fop Came)l Csravan _

program, September 1, 1936, being #ransg- ¢

mitted hy Columdia Broademzting Systsm %o

Doneld ¥. Thornberg, Vice-Iresidsnt, Colum-

B bla Broadcasting System, 5989 Sunset Blvd.,
. Hollywond, Calif.

e RUC

}fi%‘( REVERENCE: Report of Spie‘id Apent T, J. ﬁecam. "
FT | Les Amgeles, Calif,, Marck 18, 1937, - | _

PETAILI:

4 York City, agent wes referred to mumsrvus exegutives and fizally interviewsd |
¥r. GILICHGRAY, Omiiercial Editor, who secursd from the fils of folustie ol
September 1, 1936, on whiek progras was sressnted: the MARY - .ii §
sketol which i the subject of this lzvestigatien, Mv. GRAY advieed that I
is not the presticeof the GOLIMBIA BRQIDCAGTING STaTIK o 1 that

PR
b R k3 e .
o e e ARy dmmae

At CCLTABIA BROADCASTING SYSTEM, 485 Msdists'Avenus, Fow

e master sexipt ar vepies thereo!l fu asy indlvidimi or agemoy withomt .
the sutkorization mnd permission of the ecvertizing sgeuey wNich wvizese the.

GANEL pregrems cr tha atterseys for thas. SEPRLY 07 Shie par ¥ ontertaing
#ho appesr on the program .- in this case, the BARX EOTHERS. However, o i
ments were finally comsummated with Mr. GRAY that be wuld Sransmit the orde
ginal seater copy of the seript to DOMALD ¥ ok THORKEEBG, Vies-President of

o o
I L )
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s,
o Fiiiam
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' G -1 3 5 Wik sy
wtmlé h aeenssa:y fo:é m :gmtw pm&avw a
,m }ury mbpoana mumr. ‘

tm. mcm Y graxad Jory mbpmma adamum 40 Dﬁﬁ&m He
- PHCIHYERG, *t&-—i’miﬁmt Selumbis Brosdeasting System, 5939 Sunset
Bouleverd, Bollywosd, Calif. for the vrodustion of the master ascyipt
T the GRMEL CARAVAN HOWR prosran et se;rtmhcxll, 1936 ané will come -
pere that ‘Sggunent with the gh : ‘wert -

‘and Tetsiniag of uhs nﬁ“at fm* mtum a.se P 'mmwtumgﬁhw &
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590*31&1 As:nt in charga,

- Dear Bir:

' The Bureau file in %hq% above anté%lai cads
indicates that this case is not rdceiving prompt im'aaugm-

tivs attention in your districs. x.__

¥

: - 'This matter should be ﬁl&f:sd in Ime “far Barly
'mvastignive attentinn and you *’hé&‘d submit & | rl !‘ﬁ -
the B-areau at the sarliest possidle date. ST Y

Very traly :rciaﬁwmk e

Iohn Bdgar Heover,
" . Director.
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%MﬂMd@ &mﬁ mat en sépwher X, 1%5, mm'
‘Btstion ¥. E. J., los Anseles, mﬁf‘eni&, Fasifie
Coast sutlet of the Ccluambila :maﬁ sating Syetem,

eaid :kaimh ;mryortaﬁy being identisal with




‘& mmtiga*im is zmw&ieatoﬁ a@m ia:amtlm miw
Lrom 3 bl 25

a0, ; ¥, attornaywsti-law, 756 South Srcadmmy,
Califorais, teisgliore Trimity 6811, %o the sffeet thst on Septambe 3.

1586, QRVOED m wmd CBYOG BamX, redic and $5tics Fﬁ,e TR SRLer
ers, pressmted a redic sketeh o8 the R. T, mlﬂs Tokasoo Sy .
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&a_ "1 you wanted to tell them apart you  hed %o look at %s,@iwn's )
sothert s arm and it ﬁm-e s .o bmm iiﬁl]w S L

T

"-mﬂiﬁmmnwi&m;@d.. mnm%tﬁl
; e ple- u'a, md mbmiy cares about, tmp




Qﬁiﬁm

Dont be s‘lly e can rm ‘one Tor !’i!‘tcau dol2 lors e} day ard
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?&u& f éanﬁ’ Four . yn.u :ln eollego nw' xhe atiu minks inpoleon‘
desd, 1t sverybody knows t&\o ttax‘y of-Kapa‘ts’bn why c—w't we do .e '
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) Hello- - that you Green? This 1 Dibble. How are you,pal?
. Wy don't you ever oome arouﬂa ) |
L {pausy) ‘ —
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SRR (m.) . - ii',"f“"f""‘ ',"‘ . ‘7
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. 4 dm‘t mbkc sorry.- You ‘sée,I'm new out here in Joliywood
‘snd I don* 't now how to go about zet%ina my- éaug r on the. -

wam e

If I.- were you,:'d go right’ over to “arﬂ;}omlt ar tska itup
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il Buream of Inpee

M S. Bepurtment of Justice
Los Angeles, California
Februsry 26, 1937

Director
federal Buresu of Investigation
Rashington, D. C. _

0 —
Re: GROUCHO MARX; CHICO MARX,

Co ight Aet
Dwer Sir: L. &. Fiie o 109

Reference is mede 2c Buresu isttar dsted Febrwary 3, 1937, in
the above-sntitled case wherein request is made Por the essential
elemeants of the complaiznt iu tuis matter.

W

Russell Gruham, sttormey, 756 South Broadway, Los Angelss,
California, hes advised thet on September 1, 1936, Grouche Merx
and Chico Marx, redio amd mation picturs ﬁtortamn, presented

"¢ radio sketch on the R. J. Eoynolds Tobeece C  Camel Cara-
ver, nation-wide program, at the Wasis Box Theatre, through Sta-
€ioh KHJ, Los Angeles, California, Hollywood outlet for the Ce-
lumbia Brosdoasting Systam, Rupe s sapounsing, end that
siid sketoh was substantially idemtical with the redio serisl
comedy entitled, "The follywood Adwentures of Mr. Didble aad ¥r.
Dabdble®, copyrighted by Mntt(ﬂ-hn on April 10, 193, wnder re-
gistration entry and eertificate Cless D--29011, smd that the

©C Marx brothers were aware of the fact that the sketeh presented was
copyrightsd dus to prior megotiation they had with Gerrstt amd Car-
Nll Graham, suthors, during the yesr 1935 for use of that stery in

¢ then pending progrem for the Rinsc Sosp Compeny whioh feiled to
mterielize.

e e
R — R

e

A report soveriag.is i This case is deing prepared
¥ cuhnittedtembm‘ean ﬁmmmum

Vg}q truly yours,
/m«x
epeehl Lgant in Charge
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S ~Dear ) R U T
. R . - . ~ o HETN }
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Lol s o Your letter posimarked February 17, 1958, 0
..t - has been received, and I appreciate the fmotive.-which . . .-
% prompted your comawnicatiom, . - -
.- "1 recognize your concern with regard-to the .

N5 B BT :Jp . Y
EUA I T

- ‘ijoblems‘ discussed in your letter amd while I would. N
: like to be of assistance in commection with your inquiry, 'm=
his Bureau is maintained - :

. i information in the fTiles of .thig

AnoTo 7 as confidential and available for official use only

- o4, imageordance with a regulation of the Depariment of .

- Justice. -1 sincerely regret, therefore, -that it will ™
- . not be pessible to furnish: yow with the inforpation - -
soovieoyewdesire. o LT T S L g
Ll o X aw sure you will understand the necessity” - T &
.. for thiscpolicy and will draw no inferemce becauseof Comrir o o & q
oo myninability to-be ‘of asgsistance that we do or.do met % T
©v. _have-in owr files the ipformation you requested. . . = .%-

AEERREPES
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s

N
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ﬁ‘ﬁ - Ll R, o0 - e “ “““ . ' - K E " ’ w». ”9.“:3 ::';’.~ ‘;:‘ ’ . > T
~ ' ¥ want to advise you, however, that Kemngth Goff | |
‘ ha&i‘never}; been connected with this Bureau in any way and
© hasupeveribeen assigned an Agent 10 act as a bodyguard . -
- forghim; “‘ihe functions of this Bureau-do not extend to - oo
providing that “type of serwice. = . .~ -~ . ¢
o R =B i wrv vy rvasnar=eu A e
Joo o T focoMM s BB " Bincerely yours,
i o C)FRBRBIARL\ L g mdegmmever . YT
G% s R MalEED.dL - cL LR B By o
R John Edgar Heever - ("

Tolson -

.. Boardman o . e . Lo - . . A
- Belmont N S R S :- . . Bi.r*? ?Or ‘ ) T . T AN 2
d ‘ -~ VR -e . by i ;,‘ e N . 2 iy by P J.; /. N
Lo TR g ad !1/4’1/ Y
" ' ot oY 1\:‘ iy A . /’, .

¥4

- Mohr _
Parsons _..

‘ iy~ Denver ~(enclosure) . . | & s

ISk —gonlSEE NOTE TO DENVER ON BAGETWO 1. LAY~ v
ease {3} “ - A R L - - Y i 'S
o o UL RORER YELLOY ON PaGE THREE .- oo L AN

Gandy ——_ 'MAIL ROOM a ‘ el SN , o Lo E
o RDS:pwp@yw e LT o
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T ’ Attached is a. copy of" Orr endent s communicatlon.u ey
L Buflles reflect ‘that onei | who may.be ~ . e

. identical with ‘the correspondent, was_the subject of your .

o u dated April 30, 195«, captioned .

- Security Hatter'= C," (Denver file
-1 is Jetter indicated a complaznt had been
,recelved that might be interested in communism

since he was critical of the way the Government was being ::gfﬁ,~
.. run in the United States. Due to the nonspecific nature - .7 .
4 of the comglaznt no. 1nvest1gat1on was conducted. =, ‘_mwf,,aim
: »(100-39080 ‘
- The actIV1t1es of Kbnneth Goff are well known
~A;»te your office, - (62-80382) T .

' . * Groucho Narm was the’ subgect of a security T
. 31nyest1gat10n in 1953 based upon an allegation he was a. RS
. heavy contributor to the Communist Party.(CP).. This™ ;;o*,‘; e
. 1nvest1%aﬁ10n was closed since the allegation was ‘not WA%fg’f5y7
- substantiated ?n informants adV1sed he had no connect1on,>f~;,;lff
With the CP. , 00-407258) ‘ S G T

Son “~; Frank Slnatra was, the subJect of a Securlty :
,“xhﬂatter~~»c Fraud A%alnst ithe Government invéstigation IR,
20 cin 1985 based upon his affidavit to the State Department LR
~ ., in connection w1th an application for a passport dated ; e e ]

.- . . January 10, 1955, 'indicating he had never been a. member” "J,f‘ijfﬂ*
-~ of the CP or'any > subversive organizations. The Bureau - - S
- had previously received allegations concerning his contacts | .

‘with the CP and;numerous front groups,. - The investigation - g‘V_
~developed no evidence conne¢ting Sinatra with the CP or - =
- any of -its front groups except for his membership in the . . o,

.. Independent Citizens Committee of ‘the Arts, Sciences and -’ LT

.- -Professions in 1946, which organization has been cited - o *1:
- by the California Committee on Un-Americ Activities as " i o
~ . ‘a communist front. Sinatra's%name has been linked with varxousv
" racketeérs and hoodlums such as members of the Capone gang, *
+ Willie Moretti, former underworld boss of Bergen County, -
~ New Jersey, James Tarantine, an associate of Bugsey"51ege1 and
. other hoodiums on-the west coast. (62-83219) g

T James Cagney was the subject of a securlty 1nvesti~
gation in 1951, .Cagney. allegedly contributed to the CP as ¢
well as to various commithist front groups in the 1930s and
was allegedly a member of the CP at one time. When interviewed
. .om March 28, 1951, by Bureau Agents, he denied ever having
. . .been-a m??ber of the CP. or lnow1ng1y contributed ‘to the CP.
‘ 100-2279 : o
L gKHIiTO DENVER.CONTINUED ON PAGE‘THREE : T g‘(,v,t Ll

. @ ' L8 . -
Bl - * . -
e . - -
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FEDERAL BUFjEAU OF INVESTIGATION

Toiie CASE ORIGINATED AT 10S ANGEIES FiLk No. 100-18355
| REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE /mgt') Mrgg: REPORT MADE 8Y
10S ANG:IES ' 12/9 ﬂe/ 11/19, 20, 26-29/ h3 JA!ES Q. TINDIAY » Kb
| voux pd | eraracres oricass ' )
HOLLYWOOD DEMOCRATIC COMMITTEE . INTERNAL SECURITY ~ C
SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: GEORGE PEPEER, Executive Secretary of the HOLLYWOOD

DEMOCRATIC COMMITIEE, visited ELIZABETH LEACH, Or-
ganizer for the Northwest Section of the Les Angeles
' " County CP aud conferred on the activities of the
HOLLYWOOD DEMOCRATIC COMMITTEE. HOLLYWOOD DEMOCRATIC
COMMITTEE, Beverly Hills - Westwood Demooratic Com-
mittes determined by Source B to have no connection
with the Demoératic Party setup. HOLLYWOOD DEMOCRATIC
CGMMITTER urges greater child care in wartime for
} working mothers. Unity for Political Action Committes
formed in AFL. Attitude toward Secretary of State
CORDELL WLL stated, Current activitiss of HOLLYWOOD
‘TEMOCRATIC set .forth in TARGET FOR TODAY. HOLLYNOOD
DEMOCEATIC COMMITTEE now has four branches: Valley
Democratic Comaittee; Beachwood Democratic Committes;
Fairfax Democratic Committes; and Beverly Hills -
Westwood Democratic Committese.

- P
REFERENCE: Report of Special Agent JAMES G. FINDIAY,
. 1os Angelss, California, October ), 19)3.
DETAILS: , AT 105 m, CALIFORNIA

* A review of the files and investigation reveals the
following activities of subjeet organization.

e Source A has infermed that on November 5, 1943, GEQRGR
_PEPPER, Mti 2 Saﬁary of the HQLL!IOOD DEMOGRATIC COMMITTEE, visited

A F‘ORWRDD IN CHARGE » DO NOYT WRITE IN Tﬂﬁst sncﬁs -
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Communist Party, o which occasion PEPPER told LEACH that thers was a meeting
schaduled for November 8, 1943, and thn.t the following persons ‘wotild be there:

HARFO MARX “'\
GROUCHO .MARX:

JRVING PICHEL , \
MARC COMNELLY )

. He stated that many cthers would also be present, ‘whose
names Source did not remember.

Source A stated that this organisation was planning -
0 ‘have a mass meating, the object ef which was to make arrangements, if
possible, to send a delegation to Washington, P, C., on mti-Semitism,

Source A further revealed that GEORGE PEPPER advised
ELIZABETH IEACH that the HOLLYWOOD DEMOCRATIC COMMITTEE had sent a wire to
Congress urging the passage of the Poll Tax Bikl., This wire ‘was aigmd by
thirty-fivo ‘persons, including the following:

WAITER ABRL

WALYER BUSTON ™ L

HARFO MARX v

GROVCEO MARX

JOHM GARPIELD

FRANCEOT TOMR *s\

MARC TONNELLY .

EOWARD 0. RORINSON
v Mrs. KDRARD G. xosnzsox.

‘s -

Source B advised ‘that bs 'was supposed to lmow all
Democrats and all Democratlc organigations :in Beverly Hills; that when he
heard of an orgmization calling itsell the Beverly Hills ~ Westwood Dem~
ocratic Committee, he made soms inquiry and learned that this Committee had
no connection with or relation to the Democratic Party setup or organization,
but that it was being sponsored by the HOLLYWOOD DEMOCRATIC COMMITTEE, and
‘that DON KING, L183 Saltillo Street, Woodland Hills, California, PAUL WEBSTER,
260 South Crescent Drive and 125 North Palm Drive, telephons - Crestview '
6~7687, and ROBERT T. WILKERSON, L33A Shirley Flace, Beverly Hills, telephones -
Crestview 1-58L3, were the partiss behind it. Source B said ‘that he learnsd
that they were holding occasional meetings, This source further learned
that a meeting hyd bean held in Room 300, at the Beverly Hills Righ School
on November 16, 1943. The School Board required them to sign a pledge
that they wers not Communists before they were allowed to hold the meeting
in the sehool.
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do something about it! than you'd think. In Just 3he last fow
‘weoks we've grown from 525 to over 700 members, Figurs it out
‘percentage-wise and it!s pretiy impressive.,..Are ‘you going to
do your share to help us grow?.....Ths Target, by the way, has
Jumped its circulation from 1000 to 1700,,..And 67 people bhave
pledged $5 2 month until Nov. 'Lk toward our work..,.Goal—200
eseohelp us get themi,...The anti-poll tax bill has been pushed
another step toward cloture by a joint HDC wirs to the Senate
Judiciary Gomm., signed by Virgimia Bruce, Edward G. Robinson,
John Garfield, Marc Connelly, Mary McCall, Lewis Milestone,
George Burns, Franchot Tons, Harpo and Groucho Marx, Jerome Xern,
Ira Gershwin, Walteribel, Arch Obler, Walter Huston, James and
.Russel Gleason, (loria Stuart, and many others....we were in the
thick of the fight against racisl discrimination regarding
housing for Negro war workers in Watts....have reasons to believe
‘the Klan 1s busy out thers..,.City Council must take a positive
position against diserimination....large scale plans now being
formalated for a brilliant meeting at the Shrine soon....Subjects
Contributions of Minority Peoples to the War Effort,,...details
in next 'Target!....letter from the White House indicating the
President is personally interssted in our worki....We hope that
what we sre doing mests with your approval....If not, phons and
tell us,...If 80, phons and yeluntser 80 that we can do more."

Source C has observed the activities of this organization
from its Inception.

Soures C has furnished the following information relative
to the persomnel of the HOLLYWOOD DENOCRATIC COMMITTEE and the astivities
of that Comaittee: ‘

This organization has now developed into the leading
Commmist Front group operating in ths Hollywood and Southern California
area political field. Its active membership has now growm to over 700,
the majority of whom are representatives of other groups, labor unions,
social clubs, women's organisations, cultural groups, etc. In additien
to this increase in membership, this ccmmiitee has established branches
in other lecalities, all lisked with and subordinate to the gontrel of the
parent group, the Hollywoed Demecratic Comnittee, asfellows:

g’!:llcy Democratic Cemmittes, Located in North Hollywood -~ San Fernando
ctlons

Beechwood Democratic Committes. Hollywood Hills Section.
Fairfax Democratic Committes. Wilshire-Fairfax Section.
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JOHM GARFIELD, Screen Actor, C (Communist);.

MARC GOMMELLY, CPLF, Writer, member -of i
‘League of American Writers; « -y

MARY MeCALL, CPLF, Writer, League of . .
American Writers; §

m lIIESTOE, c, Dir’ctor;
GEORGE BURES, real name ~ GECRGE BIRNBAUM (member

of BURNS & ALIEN Radio Actors); ‘was prosecuted
for Income Tax Evasion and pald fine of $8,000;

‘FRANCHOT TONE, C, Screen Actor;
HARPO MARX, CPLF, Actor;

GROYCHO MARX, CPLF, Actor;

JEROME KERN, CPL¥, Composer and -Song Writer;
JIRA GERSHWIN, CFLF, mici;n;

WALTER ABEL, CPLF, Screen Acter;
ARCH CBOLER, GPLF, Radio Writer;
WALTER HUSTON, CPLF, Screen Actor;
JAMES GLEASON, CPLF¥, Screen Actor;
‘RUSSELL GLEBASQMN, CFLF, Screen Actor;
GLORIA STUARY, C, Screen Actress.

Every one of the above persens with exception of GRCRGE
BURKS 'have leng records as followers of the CommunistParty lLine and members
of Gommunist Front Organisations,

In addition to the foregoing activities within its owm
organisation, the HOLLYWOOD DEMOCRATIC COMMITTEE ‘eooperates with all other
Communist frent organizations in the locality such as the following: -

JEAGUE OF AMERICAN WRITERS
COMIITTEE FOB THE OLREOFCHIDREIINIARTIE"
HOLLYWOOD LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS

1
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