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Federal Customs
agents have seized
clothing and jewelry
owned by Mrs. James C.
Ayer, socialite widow  pictured
algove with Ernest Simpson, for-
mler busband 0! tbe Duchess of Wind-
sdr.! Agents received a tip from an
I informer that the articles _ 1_ were smuggled. � ; /
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"1&#39; playmates: gangsters who �rat� on
°l-M!� 892�mmea_meet certain death at the

FM °f 3 °"¢"&#39;1_92Y Biz But �squealers� who
inform the Qmled  Customs officials
about smuggling activities get ; bonug,

F" "W" &#39;-|""1,19° 78818, the Treasury De-
P�rgment has �p�ld such rewards to �squggl.
ers. The practice of paying the 1-gw3,rd5__.
"93"? $109,000 in the past two months--
aarted as ii bonus system to encourage in-
W $222. At present, the amount of the re.�r? S "9 based  l-92P°n the grand total of the

es and penalties assessed each convicted

G HILDREN who "tattle" are ostrw:-i:r-ed..h¥_

&#39;s&#39;��gFl°3~ T1" �iquealers� get twenty-�ve

l

Per cent of the entire sum, providing that the
reward he not more than $50,000. ~

L�it�t to gamer the bounty ofthe govgm-
men�; in a smuggling case was the pro-Na�
mai . Ros;/�Web_er. who_ supplied Customs
88¢�_l$_W1 the miormati n that led to the
conviction of Mi-s._Elnia N.i�Lauer, wife of 5�-
ppme Court Justice Edgar J.92Lauer, who re_
Slz�ed from the bench; Jacl<{Benny and George
Burns, radio comedians: and Albei-_t N,92Chap-
%1;11&#39;ge, °1&#39;_ 92$hapiro! for smuggling. Misse r will eventually be handed a govern.
merit voucher for a sum amounting to�gp.
pt°x"imt°1Y 320-090 for her_ "services" in
sgesring out an affidavit and testifying to 1}�;
Eh eel-$gi2atmMra. Lauer_had smuggled more1*" _ - .�&#39;°T1h °f lewelry and personal
l ems into this country since 1933.
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Pam�! miiidiee on the part&#39;of the in-
former doesn&#39;t- make any difference to the F
Zwernrnent The fact that the "squealer" di-
vulge: information to the Customs agents to" Ia .

rgshrdvegrogiiieil �Sit; p:;ec�:m&#39; -pay???� �lg �:9- _ m is i o
Q1? 865- Miss Weber was the Erueigs miiid?
§§1=m;�§§:;;1*dZ �Jm&#39;r�-Mrs. Loner with] malice

A G°""°" <11 {Hm Miss Weber was�serving
dinner at the Lauer&#39;a one, night
wheh some of the guests, includ-
ing Chaperau, made remmarks
that the maid considered deroga-
tory to Hitler. Interrupting the
meal, Rose Weber shouted:

�I an a eitinn of the Father-
land. l love Hitler and X won�!
serve any more of this dinner
if you go on talking about him!"

; When former Justice Lauer im-
f inegately discharged the girl, she

on : _
�I&#39;ll get even with you all for

thin!� d �L &#39; �
She i
Another disgruntled employee

who put her boss "on the spot�
and collected "blood" money from
the Treasury Department for
smuggling information was Chris-
tine 92Drouadaine. She was em-
ployed formerly in the stock
rooms of exclusive&#39;Marcel Rochaa,
lnc., Parisian dress importers.
At work, Christine saw the trunks
of lovely models, who had just
returned from abroad, opened and
emptied of smuggled, costly
gowns.

Fired last year from her job,
; C� dldh&#39;t know that this

country ys informers in smug-
gling cases. Her whole attitude -
was _one of pique against Guy

�ms-cqde Font-Joyeuse, manager
of the dress importing �rm, who
discharged her. When dismissed,

Christine lost no time in telling
her story to agents of the U. S.
Customs House. By furnishing
agents and the United States At-
torney&#39;s of�ce with names of
customers oi the shop she en-
abled them to obtain all the evi-
dence necessary for a conviction.

Duties owed by the dress �rm
amounted to $30,000, the �nes
imposed, $1,000; so Christine�: cut,
figured at 25 per cent. amounted
to approximately $7,750 for
squealing on her former em~
i=L<>y¢r§-

THE top reward of $50,000 for
information in a smuggling

case has been paid out by the
Treasury Department only once
in recent years. That was in
1937, when the sum paid to �Mary
Doe." the �ctitious name behind
which the "squealer" hid in a
diamond~smuggl_ing- case. The
identity of the iiiformer was
never divulged by the Customs
agents who arrested and caught
Mrs. Pearltweinberg with $286,-
346 worth oi smuggled diamonds
as the Bronx housewife descended
the gangplanli of the liner Not-
mandie. _

Acting upon information gained
from the informant, Supervising
Customs Agent John W. Robberts
stumbled against Mrs. Weinbberg
as she walked down the gang-
plank.- when he bumped into her,
he knocked i-.�om under her arm

92

I
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an overnight bag, which fell,
broke open and disclosed u faipe
bottom compartment wherein af-
posed the smuggled diamonds. n
less than three days, forty pes-
sons connected with the sriiu -
gling ring were arrested.

Only last month, another un-
identi�ed �squealer" caused the
penthouse apartment 0! Mrs.
James C./Ayer, wealthy socialite
widow oi the noted surgeon and
painter, to be searched. A squad
of Customs agents trained to spot
a gown designed by Molyneauz
without seeing the label rum-
maged through the apartment and
seized a large quantity of jewels.
gowns and lingerie suspected of

ving been brought tron: abroad
without payment oi duty. The
raid was made apparently on the
tip on the informer, whose iden-
tity has been carefully guarded.
The search warrant wasbased on
a detailed affidavit signed in a
small neat hand. The signature
was merely �Mary Doe."

According to the affidavit, Mrs.
Ayer&#39;s alleged contraband was
tentatively assessed as _-worth
between $20,000 and $;*_0.000.
Thus, if Mrs. Ayer is convicted
on a smuggling charge,~ her
nemesis, the informer" who
"squealed" to the Customs agents,
stand: to receive at least $5,000, 1
not insignificant sum for an act
frowned upon by children and
ouniahev� by gangsters.
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Three months� imprisonment and a fine.of $2,500 was the sen-
tence on Mrs. Elma N. Laue:  above with bet husband!; Judge
Lauer, a former Supreme Court justice, resigned after a dis-

gruntled maid �squealed� to Customs agents.

.¢-92

aul Chaperau  above with bis wife!, hooked Mrs. Lauer, Jack
lenny and George Burns into participating in smuggling. He
lid the smuggling; they bought the articles sxiauggled. Chaperau

was sentenced to jail for five Jean.
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 fame;-a shy, but no; shy about "squea1mg,"_ as
Rose Weber. the fiermgq-bum mud whqm-
{tanned Customs aathormes about the s mg-
Iqgling carried on by Qhapex-au_ and Mn. 41¢!-
Her share of th_ �nes l¬VlCd may a ml!!!

. to 820.000.
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Cgnfedian Jack Benny  above with his wile, Mary I-vvelaq A1li=<>n92W=m=r  MI. -bow-J and Ann
L vmgslon!- received a suspended sentence of ; Nnylor Chalk were model: at the Marcel Rocha.
y_=Xr and = day and had to pay 1 $10,000 �ne for Inc. Parisian sown shop in New York Ciry- The!
h1|92.>9;;-1 in gmugglfng j¢wch*y� Gm;-gr gum, tenified that they didn&#39;t lmow the gowns they
. *1 paid 1 total of $10,754 in fine: for = ~92{fr= mvdelihz had Mm =mua:1=<! into America

similar ghafgg 4 by other models from Paris. &#39;

I... .

»     .,~   &#39;, - -,.:: .. -_, _ . ._~ - hi-2>_4,Lil~: v - � ~- I - ~A=_7,_-e I-,7 ~ ~-V» -..;....~, :~L,~:_-»1~- - ; &#39; - &#39;-»--_92->~~1-3;, .-_-~*--&#39;~92-~ -;&#39;-- ¢--- -&#39;- ~,l-1 :,.;.=-»-i" 92-11.x-~&#39;_--> --»~¢92.�_&#39;+&#39;-}&#39;i.&#39;.-.- .4.-.&#39;.:£.>&#39;»;&#39;.-£92&#39;;&#39;."-I-,&#39;>-E-11*-1 l�-&#39;~&#39;4>§�¬ >&#39;I:-�-J"&#39;_&#39;"" �-:&#39;~>T�L92~&#39;¢-1;-42i.92_7_-,-_&#39;1:-�-»&#39;1&#39;» ¢»~¢�<�¢ ~1"-�,3--¢§�r_u».
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Boar 811&#39;:

Thorn is awn» nu-nib In vow ax;
amwnoua letter  in this ~,,»g¢ �A inked Unp-
ber 9th, 1858, relative to one Iiiih Q33-MOB,
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Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

rebru ary 20, 1939.

Special Agent in Charge,

mew York, N.Y. x�

Dear Sir:

necently while an agent or this office was at the united States

f  copy-chew! �_  �

Penitentiary at lewisburg, Pa., prequested that he be allowed, . - . ,
to see an agent of this Bureau. e was interviewed, when he inforgied that
he had about seventy days longer to serve at the penitentiaryland his home ,
is in New iork City. He stated he would like to be transfer"-jigd to"�New"�§£qik _
Uity� immediately because his wife is ill. &#39; iczi 1;  J,» �

_ Q". 7" �ft rye� Q-ll 7-�
with this in mind he stateg/he was acquaint d with:

who was recently involved with .TACK"BE2iNY and uEORGIé.¬BUi<�Nbj.;-_in connectidhywith
smuggling activities; that he was of the opinion he possibly couldfassisjt in
any further investigation being conducted in connection wii§h?&#39;this individual,

�. He stated that �has beeméngaged in smugg1&#39;in&#39;g ac§_iviti_,es
for a considerable period of time; that he possibly could be of assistance in
connection with an investigation involving "LI1TI.n� NATEY" who handles narcotics

l
He also advised at the present time there is an indictment against him

in New Xork uounty in connection with stolen bonds and a detainer is presently
filed against him at the United States Penitentiary, Lewisburg, in connection
with this matter; that he is of the opinion this indictment will be quashed at
the time oi� his release. "

1 date" "

>2
.

En

Z
1-4

C3
51?
|.J
ks
in

92i§
&#39;-;t.- x

3�
I

iii

k>&#39;7¢1

u i 92 He further informed he could be of assistance to the un te a es
, Government in co on with an income tax investig .. - &#39;

92 i r mew we cw. A3�.  ancounno a monxnn &#39;/I/&#39; éq " 1 "5 i>
�It The above information is being furnished to yQ92§I�p|9:1"¥&#39;_I§§_.i;n_9_!K&#39;§_1é L aw

you may take the proper steps to transmit this iuformati�on�to"thé"_ Q I
&#39; jg ¢ rni "1;investigative agencies. In the event your office has any inf� ~

this individual that may be connected with any Bureau case, it is
this be imediately furnished to the rhiladelphia Office in Tbrder.-4
thoroughly interviewed before he is released. &#39;�"&#39;M&#39; ii�

3&#39; e that ;
tn

PAM:AVM �
62-0 ..,§ �=1
cc - Bureau A. B. LECKIE vi Vi�

sped B1 Agent in Charge.

.~¬

.-g
5.1

_ very truly yours,

� J-£4�;-�_&#39;e�4¢»�.>L2&#39;=-�___92.-._» »92�~ .

A  92 .-. _�,,_ ._
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sxansonn 1".   1 Mamm &#39; 1939&#39;

v
� I

We shingtonp �D.C. ;

>4,
/U 8 Bureau,Federal Investigations?
� To the Chief of Bureau:

x/This I believe is a very

. _ I

imformetion,the writer believes
ession,

54 " -7/.7�- -
roam aw.-=&#39;.i&#39;o>I . :2� smzf

-ix

-�X�/92

aetivi

5:4- SJ»   >24<2.�-»  ,_ and his assistant make a rip to
Europe every year about the month of Aprilmstensibly
to purchase jewelry. Sane time last spring,Mrs. Jack�g Bdnny,wif&#39;e of the radio starmas supposed to have bro-
ught to the Sunset store, a large valuable diamond est-
ima

1, outside attempt to steal it. They reported it to the "&#39;""""�*-

and

outb

the diamond was supposed

as placed in the safe
his

While

been

from the sa£&#39;e,yet there were no evidences o1&#39;�an

_¢&#39;§¬�l�insurance Company, and some of the details to the local
police; This was at the time that the newspapers were

 �publishing t_he_case of the jewelry smu lin of Jack"-.f*Benny end°Burns. It is also known thatwas brought
jack jewelry from Paris and Nice, Fr.,but 0 not know
2 whether he paid duty on 1� has not a good name  Q
 with the Int. "Rev Bureau on tters. At this time

X; and altho business was making $50,000.- e yearm
assigned his property and home in Santa Bax-bara,an a
oontents,ae per Les Angeles County records. While in Los
Angelee during the week_ days he stays at a house he former}
owned and also assigned to at Whitely Heights.L.A.

-.1-

97¢

 976,
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. * .

&#39; � - I Q � &#39; &#39;
�nial �xndrggjnn

DICQRPORATED k
301 HUNTINGTON AVENUE

BOSTON. MASS.

BRADFORD T. KENDRICK �-2-
_ . . Manager

_ ]97C _ &#39; V7C _
Edens not sign checkagdoea th1s_,haa an acc-

n, tho Citiaans Natl B , 0 yuood B1vd_and McCad-
don Place.

Via
The entire activity of the firm and! is quité
mysterious. Perhaps you care to inves gab: furthlr.

¥C1ti.zen.

a
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Hr. Nathan _v �------.-. I.

-�-_¢-¢.-.-r

April 7, 1.939

Honorable Janna Ii. iloyla
Colniuaioner &#39;

Bus-can of tiuatoaa

�Iraaanry Dayurtaant
lashing/hon, D. 6.

K7 dear Com-aiaaionara

I an transmitting herewith a photo-

statio copy of ma anexmwus latter dated

Ha:-ch 1, 1939, together with a photoatatic

copy of tha envelope in which it was sailed,

poatuarked at Loa Imgalas, �alifornia, �arch

26, 1939, which any be of interest to you.

Sincerely yeurs,

j &#39; John  �aovar
Director

In E. A. �Iluun
ll�. CIOIE

llr. Going_----..-.....,

:":""""""-- cc-Loa Angeles  with inclosure!I. pn

Ir - Iqxworlh

Hr. Gltvlu _ _

If -llama-_-..-_.~.....
&#39; Kr. Lemur

If
l

- HQIIINIO-----___
5!. Nlwho I6

Mr. Q. �hmm..----_._.
llr. Ynq
Ill

--~._.-_.9-...~
su Gsqy
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WESTERN UNION
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/ J EDGAR noovx-zn

DIRECTOR FEDERAL BUREAU INVESTIGATION
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In connection with your call to Inspector Foxworth last night
regarding Jach§§§nny&#39;s case with respect to the allegation that
Cahill is gain; to persecute the man rather than prosecute him,
Mr. Foxworth telephoned me this morning after talking to Mr.
Cahill.� -" - 4

Mr!§Cahill&#39;said to tell you that the attorney had been in to
see »him and wanted him to dismiss the indictment; that when
hewrefused to do this, the attorney wanted to enter a plea of
nolle Moltre. Mr. Cahill is not familiar with this plea� and
informed the attorney that such pleas are not acceptable �fin 1
that district. Cahill also told the attorney that he would _
not take a plea of nolo contendere. y I

I

Mr. Cahill wanted you informed of his appreciation for giving
him the information and that he would like to discuss this
withdyou some time and assure you that no personalities are
coming into the case. Mr. Foxworth advised Mr. Cahill that
you had no interest in the matter other than to furnish him
the information and that you knew nothing about the merits ..
of the case. 92
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linitch étatrs Eepartment uf Zlustice

1.05 ANGEIES, CALIFORNIA

April 4: 1939 4,,

vf

Director
Federal Bureau of Investigation P NAL AND
Washington, D. C. GO TIAL

Dear Sir:

t e an in

being a director and producer of shows, he advised me that
JACK BENNY, radio comedian, who, according to today&#39;s press,
pled guilty to smuggling charges in New York City, has been
very worried as to the outcome of the trial. �-arranges
the program for BENNY and is intimately acquainted with him.
BENNY and his sponsors were very much afraid that he would re-
ceive a penitentiary sentence in connection with this case.

_@*"�
He advised me confidentially that EDDIE CANTOR,

who has recently made a number of public remarks relative to
his dislike for HITLER and things Genman in general, has had
difficulty with his sponsors, the American Tobacco Company,
and the sponsor actually endeavored to cancel his contract
after a recent episode in Hollywood. They were not legally
able to break this contract and the comedian has eight or nine

weeks before it expires.

After the conclusion of a recent broadcast in

Hollywood, CANTOR made some remarks about HITLER and an indi�
vidual in the rear of the studio arose and left and was fol-

lowed by two persons, who are reported to have attacked him
after engaging in a verbal dispute outside the studio. There
was some talk of filing charges against the attackers, one of
whom was said to have been an individual on the program with
CANTOR., Apparently the incident, as well as GANTOR&#39;S remarks,
were very disgusting to the broadcasting company officials
and he is becoming increasingly unpopular in radio circles.

�1--c.~n.-;-_-:e~:~:___ " o f 1-,:~~~, e
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,_ .92

§92

§92

&#39;?£

J�-T
ad

,..
._.
L;
C.�

&#39; {@ Very truly yourai. .. 7/*7 ___ 5-,
<"&#39; 72:77 ?&#39; "1

� R. B. noon,
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Time: 2:05 P.M. - &#39; April 1, 1939. ~

MEEOHANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR _

Inspector Foxworth called and furnished the following developments
�in &#39;"c&#39;onnect&#39;ion withd in�the Jack Benny case;

�has told-Mr. Foxworth that he has been shakendown b-76-
twelwfe thousand dollars by Morris Rosen; Oscar Moore

t thesedndividuale havingtknowledge of past
criminal record. _&#39;went to qwho runs a club in
New� ;York&#39;"�C&#39;It�_v�,"�andltoId _hé was no going to stand any more
shiak5__d°wn8.>.g,a.na;,waswgainggto report to the authorities. � told &#39;o7C

��tha�t;j"�_he, _;__;,and "John Edgar Hoover were ust ike that";
enetjyeu lad �sat �et;r;1s table� �and - exhibited was
phot"o&#39;gra&#39;ph>from&#39;you signed "To my friend"._states he did
nothing further and that he is afraid oteveryoone.

�says that Gracie Allen was just as guilty in the smuggling
case as C;_eo__rgeBu&#39;rn&#39;s; that in fact Gracie Allen jointly signed thechecks� with Burns; and that Mary Livingston is the real one involved D
in the Jack� Benny case and that she had personally given him the ajewelry he was to bring over. Geo:-ge�Burns, according to _  &#39;
deducted from his income tax the �amount he paid for the Jewelry. Also
that"when the �Cu&#39;stoms officials raided Burns andiAllen&#39;s apartment,

� certain nar�c�o�ti�cs were found." _ has been informed by an
individual, �presently in the Federal House of Detention from Alcatraz,
that both Burns and  Allen use narcotics and that this is the reason
Gracie wears long sleeves all the time. The individual claims he has _

� sold"n&#39;arc&#39;o&#39;ti�c�s&#39; to_&#39;Georg�e and �Gracie. .

�&#39;al&#39;s_o&#39;ment�ioned , a well-known bondsman in the
Southern &#39;Dis_tr1ct,&#39; and stated is supposed to be a contact man  L
of Assistant U: s.� Attorney Delaney. He also stated he had been told 1
that if he &#39;made,;=dcertain payments to _ I11eIWl0l18<1 in
the Manton c�aa_e!ftnet_ would "take care oi� his case for him.
The payments were not� made as he had a falling�out with�

�&#39;also furnished Mr. Foxworth information concerning three
other pay-off matters that_is supposed to have originated
but which did not go through. Mr�. Foxworth is to send the details
of these to the Bureau. 92

The recordsin the Director&#39;s Office Respectfully,-
show that a photogranh was furnished

E.A-TAMM.

b �on 4/1/3&#39;7 autographed,
"With most cordial regards from
your friend." " &#39; " �
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Dear Sir: - 92
There ought be a law compelling the publication in �da�y press of the right name of criminals. Jack �
Benny&#39;s name is not Jack Benny  which is English
American! also Bu:-n&#39;s 1s �the same. Benny&#39;s name isKnbelslqy. Burn&#39;s is Birnbamn. It&#39;s outrageoust . .o give to Foreign crunlnala Eng. American names anddisgrace us, looks like an,Irishman. With allthe Irish Jvdges cops etc. I don&#39;t d ub. 0 1: but many &#39;Irish crooks are recorded & published under American
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EAT:C�0H April 4, 1939

Time.-o 4:30 p.m.

 $53150-&#39;?AI¥D 01¢� lfQZ§  THE ~F I LE

1�

92

While in telephonie communication with
w Inspector Forworth at New 1�or?.j_, I was

advised that a
had informed Mr. Foxworth that a dis-

{Q 1 barred attorney in New York namedb
V 1  _ had a lot of $10,000.00 Gold Notes; that

�*3

92.9

,i;W�>
I

" � he had turned one of them in to the �TM
� "7 Federal Reserve Bank and upon finding

out that the same was hot, it was dropped.

Mr. Fox-worth stated he is going to turn
this information over to Agents �

_ in connection h the
/Y hot bond case. 92a7Q.

E. . Aw!

. , ;"i"&#39;� i 4. _
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F_Jm1"" " �AL HJRAAU OF� I1�-�VEZS&#39;I�IGATIC�N

New York, N.Y.

April 6, 1959.

P121-:5KL

rs;-.so1~:AL ANQ i A F I;Ti92*�fif_1AL.;

Director, ~

Federal Bureau of investigation,
washington, D. C.

uear Sir : &#39;

I

During an interview which i had wit h_ b7c&#39;> �W9
,2 � he informed that on one of his trips to America a

year re ago, a ffort which w uccessful had been made by I976
OSC MOOnL

�f &#39; I t 92:

 i;0&221 ,  . no snake
him d for a certain sum of mon y. �e1aims that; these

, 7 individuals approached him and told him that they knew of his past
criminal record and further that it was their intention to kidnap 3*?

Q, him and throw him in the river unless he paid to than the sum of » ""&#39;
&#39; ;p50,000. They stated they needed this money for LUCKixlUCIANO. H

&#39; �claims that he did pay them approx-» ~
/ imately $12,000 and thereafter he contacted one* b-7C �*.
Detective of the New York City Police Department, who made an in- �~�� _
vestigation. according to _hereafter wanted to -J- _ K "
know if he desired prosecution and he informed him that he did not g
as the resulting publicity would undoubtedly ruin him.  _-
then claims to have prepared a statement in which he outlined exact- "
ly what had happened so far as the individuals named above were ,
concerned. after this had been done he approached�
and told him that he had prepared such a statement and copies of it 5� &#39;
were in his safety boxes both in Americaénd Europe and that if
anything hapnened to him the matter would immediately be known to
the public.

�92

A-> 4

At that time� told_that no one
would believe any statements that he might leave and that he
� was friendly with many people prominent in public life.
he stated that he was friendly with JOHN  1iO :VEti, the Director
of the rederel Bureau of investigation and that you ate at his table

w¢ ed

and further told�_he had a photograph of you which was
autographed "To My briend," and frequently entertainedyou at hisclub which is �.

Pcw�ir-S5-} J,?£1nif4� b  92  &#39;% 7 *7�; ~-V» ~ &#39; -1
a	"�s :7! Q  � ,�_,=.<;~&#39;.&#39;5&#39;,=*;&#39;.~ , ,.   _92 } �KW M >i1ED£RALBU!�;:.I*-{,l£�  tn-*4

A;
I92--Ar »_: % 92

9292,  *3 -92.*!�"&#39; , I� Q _ v "�1*" �Q? Q  �I "_-3� �ii�: 2�/xii1;  ,;1~L;3_.~�i�?=�i.l">X I.?~Dn1<xJ{¢ ASE�  » afg� y  y
� ~, ~�!�}�&#39;71?&#39; " ""��*"""&#39; S?  �"� .;
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Letter to uire ctor

4/6/59

¢

attention at the time to _ remarks and that he personally
felt that_ has all right and was successful. He claims to
have aporoached _ on a number of occasions asking: him why he
did not sever his relations with the rac1<eteers,:-md at that time

�to1d him about being born on the lower best Side of New iork
and having lznown the recketeers all of his life for which reason ~

he could not "shake them".

The information furnished by_does not
in any way indicate a violation of any rerierel Statute. The violation,
if any, would be of the State Laws. It is noted that� says
that a uetective of the New iork uity kolice uepartment has investigated �
the matter and that he _ requested that there be no yrosecution.

In accordance with the Bureau&#39;s instructions,

I have called the facts in this matter to the attention cf� Mr. John
T. Uahill, u.  Attorney, riouthern District of New lork, telling him
that l was doing so at your request.

1-.s the State authorities are already aware of
this infonnetion and as there is no indiceticn of any l"E!d&3�al violation,
no further action whatever is being taken by the I-Jew lork vffice. 4

very truly yours ,

/s/ P. la. r�ox=.&#39;~=orth.

I-_, E . b&#39;O}�Ln&#39;O1t&#39;i&#39;Zi.

inspector.
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PEF:5KL New York, ll. Y.
5-pril 8, 1939.

11cou;~%n1&#39;IAL.
Director,
Federal Bureau of Investigation,
�??aahing1&#39;/on, D. C.

Dear Sir:

Reference is made to your letter of April
5, 1939 instructing that I personally furnished to United
St-ates Kw»:-no John &#39;r Gahill

%1$�  wc
�

I have �balked with Kr. Cahill concerning
this matter and furnished him with the details supplied by

_as outlined in my letter to you of April

1 WC

_e, 1939. 1 also infonned ur. Qahill that_had in fact [975
been furnished with an autog-aphed photograph from you several
yeare ago and tint, of course, a large number of persona had
received such photographs at their request" llr. _Cah11l stated
that from the facts which I had furnished there was no indic-
ation whatever of a violation of any Federal Statute and I
particularly pointed out to him that you wanted to be sure
that he thorougxly understood that you ljnd no interest what» &#39;
ever in Q other than you would have in the subject
of anyvlother _ ean i_nyest1g_o_t§.on,_ ll:-._CahA5.l1vst.ated, to use
his oiaét"#o1*d8&#39;, "I wouldn&#39;t pay any attention to-that at
all. It. amounts to absolutely nothing."

Very truly yours, &#39;
WOQBDEB

ll /&#39; r r� .&#39; 5&#39; -1;]
P. 1». mmonm, _
Inspector. �

3
_ »/  -§§:,!,_;~ -
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j V�-
xv April ll, 1939

hr. J. Edgar Hoover
Washington, D. C.

Dear Sir: A » &#39;

Enclosed find copy of letter sent to Liberty Magazine, N.Y.

&#39;!.1&#39;!!1i 01¢
Dear Sirs:

I expect that in a few moments this scrall will be relegated to the
waste basket. he  I speak for the majority of my friends! feel that
Justice is not done with reference to the cases of Jack Benny &
Geo. Burns.

The Judges and Sponsors of these people must think, we gullible public will
stand for anything. To be sure we have let a great many similar cases
go by in the past. I suppose primarily because we thought we could do
nothing about it, even now we do not know just how to proceed, but we
intend to try.

They the culprits would no doubt like us to forget it but myself and
friends think it is about time the general public began to take things
into their own hands.

We have a general manager in the person of J. Edgar Hoover who is
trying diligently to out crime in this country, but whose hands and
efforts are tied, unless the people do their part. I and about 25 or 30 of
my friends can see very little difference between the acts of Benny and
Burns and those of Fatty Arbuckle except in the latter case his act
reacted against himself and the motion picture interests for which he
paid the penalty, while Burns and Benny committed e crime against the
Government and as we the people are the government, we are going to
do something about it.

We thought about chain letters throughout the country, kindly advise. In
the meantime our radios are turned against any program upon which they
appear. You are at liberty to publish this letter, but I have very little
hopes of it.

V

/s/ b7°
our children.P.S. We do not consider*them a
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-Lwew. �a&#39;. &#39;¢emw;;i.mp1=s¢._ e.i,<1fYwwi
some 1&#39; �qegree 1_o!,_? fondness "for
Adolf-_ H_itler, jemerged today "as
the only:inqlvigual w1&#39;nner_�in �diei-
sxonv pt the "gm Sgling -Jaokpot» into
which .  :J_aqk
Ben .sc&#39;ree�n� " &#39;dio�Y--i~ ~; .. Fa 1" . 1

_ haye__ tumbled alr_no§t�j:* sin
_ __duties, and fpenalti¢§�j;_-�.;j_{i; -3:13,  ¢>:.4{

.It-was&#39;R&#39;<>sa:wh¢� .t.=-_th.e=-.ap-aplecm and brough&#39;¬"itI1je&#39;},�_fgq{eral
&#39; menlon the  to  smug-

Bli��f 9:33, ,�&#39;h1.¬h . Y�-&#39; L T091181.   f 3&#39;???
"at" 10 oolleci as"-much�"as&#39;$5,000

;&#39;-_-_§hve� role of &#39; government l in-
er

{*_?l�he1 government  pays-_ tlpsters
vv},1o- pass along _infonna;ion �-_ on
kxn[uggIel�,8.. 25&#39; 1iier&#39;__fg:pnt* of� the
duties and pend ties�collected-.as
xi" sult_of the tigihnd whn¢";u>sa__
h£;1&#39;t-received he&#39;i&#39;s&#39;-"yet and no-
bqfdy-Wants to talk�about it offi-
cig�ly, she &#39;-is an �o�-the-record
entry for a quarter of the cash
hgfnded over by the sq:-een stars
a,_c,l&#39;by_Mrs. Elma -L_au�éor. � ; -

Q  - TALK OF  -_ .>_
never suspected when she

joined in the-c�onv§1_-sation"a1� the
hqngg oi Mrs. L§.ue;&#39;,&#39; wife * of,a_
Supreme Court Justlce, that she_ing~of&#39;Mrs.1&#39;I.&#39;au&#39;ev and Cbaperau-
wlis; laying the gr0undwork_ for &#39; a
 fortune-. . .» .

;Tl&#39;ie�?:&#39;6hVersation �on that event-
ful evening centered about Adolf

of  Q

¢ w;~ co1vvxo1?mn,�_suuaax.m&#39;._

�from Rosa, went up&#39;t0 xhe justice&#39;s.-

lihz"<>f Bums.-�irid Been! on zvilivs

Mrs.-TLE r;e�/heffé

l  1&#39;
_she _got �adj an31�Y�:.v at ._ what; the

Wem �  nae. .r=
 ,.=&#39;$<1 wedéd ..rishe= in.�,Y=.&#39;!111=i
eonversation.&#39;5;fl11i_i_i;¢wa_a1&#39;   l

I-" 111*-�.-*9=92?@dW�¥ l
crow  " e&#39;<=;:�w  never~had, L 1

yvithoufn �thought of info:-mer�s,
fée8_&#39;=l_>92lt" only �burned to �abcrispn
because of the incident _at her;
employer�; home, _ Rosa dashed
 the customs otfice and
identi�ed Mrs. �Lauer as-a_ smug"-.&#39;
gleyn Unfortunately for_ Mrs.�
Lauer, she had been caught smug-
�gling previously end had paid n
substantial fine so-the customs at-"
�cers, after taking -an a�idavit;

house,to have a>look5see.�. , I
From Rosa&#39;s�eomplalnt and that  

preliminary investigation stemmed�
themajor smuggling probe which,
before it, ended with the sentenc-,

pleas &#39;and"j the ,g92nt_i-cllrnax sentenc-

identi�ed� is ~S_hapiro�;inv9lved ia
eonsiplepable �;numberA of ; names;
found more often in light! than"
on grand jury  l

92 .
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Piééiéazdi %M¢iid Gets e $6,???
for Exjaosing BJurns,s&#39;Benny l
inéw. YORK» APT�   which involved Jack Benneg�

and �George Burns will net her at]
-leqst� f$a,&#39;21_¢ in. United� states _Gov-&#39;
ernment 1�-ewerd, lt -was disclosed

§  tnsz F led" Rosa
Wel5er._ a Gel&#39;ma_g__xnald,�to turn ln-
1&#39;Q!&#39;ll&#39;lE!" agqlnst mz» eon-

"&#39; .92-.

today;-,_":_:t-V  - =� . ._lj_h_  -�-iii,�
"&#39; _&#39;I&#39;he mam, employed ln the house�-&#39;
lwle 61- sew isuvreme <?<!.92"*= Jwiee.
Edgar ilk uer, quit _he1j job, vowing:
"reyenge,f&#39;"at the helght&#39;_pr a. dlnner}
party qt which the Lauers� guests
voiced anti-Nazfrexnarks. &#39; " l_ 92 1.� - l

"Ladies e.nd<_gen_tle:nen,"&#39; the maid;
was quoted as~"�¢el11ng�_the rs&#39;_taf1-t.led§
dinner Elle-�its; /�I a&#39;a&#39;,lh"�,_if-r92;l_e,
I love Adel! 1&#39;I1.tler;1$_. yo_u&#39;doh&#39;t stop"!
speaking� aigemst - hlm,- I» will stop;
serving the dinner right now.�-&#39; &#39;

she went to�ovemment authori-
ties, w&#39;lth&#39; the result that customs
agents later raided the L-auer apart-
ment&#39;and_ afterwerds" arrested Al-
bert, N. Ghaperau, -I confessed . smug-

igler, �who had--�been one .> or *_t_h&#39;e
dinner Iguests&#39;~,_ thereby� opening the
trail that led to Benny _and- Burns.
&#39; Mrs. Lauer, Ohaperau�. and l �the

two radio and screen comedians all
pleaded gullty.»Ben:ny paid a $10,000
�1&#39;4.¢.._8-lid Bums $5t9991.. .In..eN!.dltion.
$8;B16 worth of smuggled jewels
and clothing were con�scated.

I Under Treasury Department regu-
lations, the maid will be rewarded

tor her role of infprmer by 25 per
{cent of the total �nes and 25 per
lcen� of the 100 per cent penalty
im ed on the -smuggled articles
--0 25 per cent qt-~ithe grand total
of 26,816. I. *  - >

I A dltional sums may �be farth-
coming next &#39;I�uesclay when Cl ape-
rau. and Mrs. Le921ex7~al�e~ sche luled
to be.sentenced. U .
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April 26, 1939

neari 97°
In Ir. Hoover&#39;s absence from Ianhington, I

wish to acknowledge receipt of your latter dated

April 11, 199, and I know that the Director will

appreciate your kind roferencos to his efforts in _ � ~

combating crino. I shall of ccuraa call your lettef:f¬~ &#39;{�~
to hia attention upon his returo. &#39;- l

-»~

L:
.; A43 --:.

1� !~ "J:
i &#39;14 PM H
i
* 92
&#39; rzoznal nu

U. 3. ;,&#39;,&#39;?:

H�/H�./lU&#39;92�§

X
I

~n - ~=&#39;"ncEwn~.

Sincerely yours,

WI"?

;..�-,
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New York,  Y.

PEFWEL may 1,, 1939 A
/
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92 .
Director

Federal Bureau of Irmastigation
Washington, I!. C. �
Bear Sir:

MQQOYD
no County

At that time, ha was informed by _that- /* dwould be able to "fix" his case with the New York County euth-
~ ties through an iaaaiotant District Attorney by the name orC fer the sun oi� $15,000. _t01d _t.hnt ,1/I v-as the contact to be used in "�xing" any zmgttera in  &#39;~*the office of the District Attorney of lien York County. While 5;

_d1¢1&#39;t recall the exact date of this ooc1_z1-zfenoe, he did &#39;remember, that it was prior to the time that �I�H<1U.b 1:. MEWEX tookQrrice as matrict Attorney. �was charged with gmnfa
/larceny -

L He states that case was iI�1V88�b1g:81&#39;-Cd by a no iceofficer by the name of Whoa he was arrested,b
claims that he felt great concern over tho fact that he might p08-siblyhebeaten up, and at that time talked to�1nan
endeavor to dissuade him from taking any such action, and as a
resultor him talk w1th_ho claim that he paid to him thosum or $1,000 in cam in order to unsure that he would raoaivo
proper treatment from the police". that after he
was arreatad-anwmleaaed on bond, to him and adcodfor $7,500 to get the case of! the tmt he controlled
tho prosecution. �1�urt.her stated that at the time oi� his an-reat, h a had $62,041! on depoatt in one oi� the New York banks, and
that that bank immodiataly notified the New York City Police of
the money which he had on dpposit there, and it was for thia mason
that he had been appmachod with suggestions that he fix his case.929/l _said that he waolixmoqent

&#39;§*°�"~� su - &#39;11 7 1.{?i�=�»-/~""� A1"    * ;&#39;£;@££1&#39;l�fQ�~&#39;_
. ._-.

9 .» I L�, I 1 � >  �:2 �Q� __� E {W V� Vk &#39;3 92  K�; S� - 92,. -J  §
&#39;§ § 4  - . i &#39;;¢_ � ;= w! 11 . . �W   _ __,_~;______,___.-»--._»@l
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1.-3.,� 5- I ;-..g- .{I

Director

him, and for this reason refused to make any payments to unycna,
and the cmrges were subsequently diamssed.

He further mlated that as far as the request of
l92 / _ for $7,500 was ccncarnad, there were two persons,920 whose names he presently could not remember, operating a restau-

rant at �at Street and Bmadway,New York City, who could aub-
stantiate his story. 92

The above information was secured from� during 1&#39;-17¢ !
an interviaw on anothar mtterr, and in beim autmitted to you for 92/7
your information, and no action is being taken thereon. L

vexy -r,ru1;y yours,

P. E. Foxwaam,
I1&#39;l31JOGt01&#39;n

. -2-

I


