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Reference is made to my memorandum darted September
You will recall that Siaie Department gave approval to

visas to Abe1�s family provided certain conditions wer�
fulfilled. It was recommended ihat we inform Abel that such

9292visas would be granied. Mr. Tolson&#39;s notation was: "I don&#39;t
see why we should do this. T" The Direcior noted: "I share
Tolson&#39;s view. H" e-
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Raw that the trial has ended State has advised that
Abel can be afficially informed that visas will be granted my
the Uni�ed S�atea Government to the subject&#39;s wife and other W
members of his family. If Abel desires such a visit, iaa
subject should in�icaie the individuals whem he H��lé like ta 7
came to the United States. It shoula be clearly understood that
the visitors shuuld appear with Suvief pass§ortsLa? he United Sta"
Embassy in Hoscnw where the visas would he ssue�.i &#39;

a-�

The State Degartnant alsn desires that Abel clearly
understand that the Uh te� States Government will not fall fur any
Ebony appearances with Easi German passperts. In this connection,
t should he nutad that Abel has been san�ing his letters to his

family to an East German mail dro�. The Unitad States dues not
recngnize East Germany; consequsn 1y, no action wnul� be takag ifthe family used East German passparts. ,v"

Abel can be advised that the State Dapartnent will iafom
tbs Soviet Embassy in Khshington, B. 8., that the after had been

#_� �_v �made to the subject and at the sane �ium �i11,identify_thase

 i9¥="*%@¢ 11/Q; @>3v@+¢@
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individuals w�nm Abel �esires is visii him. $1 tha� iime§
State will mat publicize this cantac¬ wiih the Embassy� If
Abel does not want any sf his family in visit him, he may
he infermed that the matter is drop ed and the Soviet Ebassy
will nut be infarmed sf the discuss§un with him unless an
inquiry is made, either by the Seviets �r someone else as
to whether a visa would he granted ta the subjact*s family.

State Department has taken the yosition that if any _
offer is to he made ta Abel, it shoul� be handled by the FBI
-since the matter has an imediate bearing an Bureau interests
and Abe1�s past espionage activities.

GESERYATI�RS*

A¢TIGH:

This matter has been discussed with the Espionage
gesiiag. If 3%: approva, instructians will he issue� to the
_ e d 0 make ie,affer to Abel alang the lines described abnveQatar tirat v Liiying tha§>$t;te an� $h¬.D¢p1rtg§�t �ppr�qa {hi}
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GcndyFROM : R. o. L&#39;Allier L.

U
SUBJECT FRANCIS GARY POWERS �P _,�,� _

I292�FORI~iATIO2¬ CONCEEZFING W; I !- ,+ &#39; ]ai
/ ,;- �;A,,_/

You will recall that Oliver owers, father of the
U-2 pilot, was quoted as stating"that is*s"on&#39;s plane had not
been shot down by the Soviets. The father allegedly obtainedthi:
information when he visited his son in Moscow. Recently the Sovie
publicized a statement attributed to Gary Powers wherein he diffel
with his father. The pilot is quoted as stating that he was shot
down by the Soviets at 2. height of approximately 68,000 feet.
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