V iolent mornfﬁgstili haunts

_ quiet neighborhood

g0

.FBI/from 1A

-the bullet-pocked 1lving room
“wall. The rain took care of the
rest.

+ But for the Knapps, the Sukerts
cand their nefghbors, the memories
are indelibie: a sudden explosion of
!violence, then a weeklong slege of
-Investigators, reporters and droves
.of strangers on & morbid sightsee-

Iln% tour.

his unremarkably suburban
‘corner in South Dade lost its
-innocence on Friday, April 11.

v "I pever thought apything like
;this would ever happen here. I
-guess If you're {n the wrong place
At the wrong tme...,” sald
Tommy McConnon, 18, who came
"home that morning from Palmetto
*High. ill, to find agents crouching

|

-behind his old Pacer hatchback, .

guns pointed across the street.

Dead men on lawn

The shooting had just ended. He
saw dead and wounded men lying
-on his neighbor’s front lawn amid
the wreckage of three FB] sedans
and one gelsway car.

McConnon lives with his brother
and his parents, Don and Diane
Hauman, (o & rented three-bed-
room duplex acroas the sireet
from the shoot-out. They moved in
almost a4 vyear ago, after the
Haumans returned to Miami from
seven years in Saudl Arabla,
where Don worked for an
‘company.

- “This Is my old neighborhood,”
sajd Diane Hasuman, 42. “[ wanted
to be here. All my sons’ friends are
here. My friends from out of town
“would hear the horror stories and |
tmold them, ‘I Uve here. It's not like

t..

“T fust thought 1 tived in a qulet |

?elghborhood. .l Rld Ltheg: I lived

in & nlce neighborbood, really

-resldential. Nothing ever happens.

«~Andnow this.”

Only s block from South Dixie
Highway, Southwest 82nd Avenue
is used heavily as a through-street.
At lunchtime, neighbors say, stu-

dents from nuﬂz Palmetto Righ
School race by :

their way to Burger King.

their cars on

he squeal of tires, the guys
with no mufflers, is standard fare
around here” sald Robert Steb-
bins, who lives in one of the two
jdentical singie-family homes on
the street, dramatic t(w
$uildings with glass roofs.
* The east side of the avenue
between 120th and 124Lh streets is
otherwise taken up by 10 duplex
Bomes, mostly rentals. Several
tenants have been there less thana
ear. Among the residents are
nfversity of Miami law students,
chlropracter, a furniture sales-
‘man, an eiderly couple and a
family whose small thigren
Anven't been told what happened
ba the corner. .

It's very quiet’

The duplexes face the beck .

walls of two sboipin; centers, &
Florida Power & Light substation
and a plain two-story office build-
ing. The banks the robbers bit are
#cant blocks away.

“It is pot a very bomogeneous
peighborhood, not the kind of
place where you shoot over to the
neighbors’ for a hamburger barbe-
cue on a Saturday might,” sald
Stebbins, 4€, a financial consult.
ant. “But in terms of the people,
it's very quiet. People go to
business, come home snd that's

On a 40-foot pole in his front

d, a US. flag flies at half-mast

honor of the slain FBJ agents.
Stebbins was working on his
tulips when the chase caravan
came down his street. He and his
gritriend, Blllie Holloway, saw
the gunfight from the first to the
fast shot, e

They have had Uttle respite
#ince. After belng Interviewed on

i
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“What are the odds of this happening
on my driveway? If you made a dollar
bet on it, you'd be a millionaire

several times over.’

Cory Sukert, neighbor

television and quoled in the news-
paper, they were questioned by
the local FB! and Melro-Dade
detectives, then & group from the
FBI In Washington.

*“People you haven't talked to in
years call you up and say, 'Hey, [
|saw. you on TV. I'm getling
wacke calls 2t 1 am. from guys
telling me pot to say too much. Or
the Fgl says they're wackos,” said
Stebbins, standing in his patio. He
wore a Smm handgun strapped to
his hip. He started weanng it
around the house after the shoot-
out. -

“It's just enough to unsettle
you,” he said.

But he understands that there
was no special reason, no conspir-
acy that ied the cops and robbers
to his block.

“Happenstance,” he said,
reflecting the opinion of most of
his npelghbors. “It could bhave
happened anywhere, on the pext
block, of on 152nd Street, or west
of the highway.”

Constant reminder

But It didn"t, said Ethel Knapp.
“It happened bere” she said.

“You can't go by that corner and

oot thick of It."

Knapp and ber hushand,
Charles, Uve a block away from
B2nd Avenue on [22nd Street, ina
row of 30-year-old homes bullt on
one-acre lots. A few of the houses
are occupled by the original own-
ers. Several are for sale In the
past few vyears, young families
have been moving into the neigh-
borhood. Residents say there his
been little crime.

*To me, it's a real neighborhood,
an old established neighborhood,”
said Sue Cooper, who four montbs
ago moved with her husband and
two small children Into a bouse
one door down from the shootings

Like virtually ali her neighbors,
both on 82nd Aveput and 122nd
Street, Cooper said she has no
intention of moving.

“I'm tempted o say maybe we
made the wrong decision, but that
hasn't really trossed our minds,”
sald Cooper. “1 don't feel any less
safe. It was a freak happening.”

‘Life goes on’

But it was a freak bappening
that failed to even late some

————
residents. Dan Minkes, a sleepy-
eyed UM law student, said he was
awakened by the gunfire. Once he
saw what was happening, he said,
“I fust got back into bed." He
remained indifferent days after the
event.

“Nothing  happens,”  gaid
Minkes. “Life goes op.”

The Knapps acknowledge that
the shootings hit them especially
hard The killers, Willlam Matix
apd Michael Lee Platt, were their

eners.

“It's devastating,” Ethel Knapp
sald as she sat in her living room,
darkened at midafternoon. “It's
hard to believe things like that
exist. It's not only what they did.
It's what could have happened.

“We're living In a fort. We're
living in 8 prison. This is my home.

e (e avarubhndu'e hama  Ttte
aarng " YL JURALY & AWV . AL >

scary. What's pext?”

For Cory Sukert, all that re.
malns Is to have the buliet holes in
his car plugged. Sukert, 2], a UM
senior, was home slone when the
cars crashed on his lawn and the
bullets began flving through bis
bving room. He lay on the floor in
the back of the house until it was
over.

“You see it, and you deal with
iL" he sald Iast week. *"What are
the odds of this happening on my
driveway? If you made s dollar bet
ot it, you'd be a millionaire severa!
times over. It definitely shook me
up this weekend. Now it's over”

Sukert iooked at the orange
lines that investigators spray-
painted on his drive. They would
so0n be erased, but Sufent doesn't
need any reminders. '

“I'm pol used to seeing dead
bodies Ip the street,” he said.
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MARY LOU FOY /7 Miami Heraid Statt

Robert Stebbins, who now wears a 9mm handguo st home,

keeps flag in his front yard at half-mast.
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To The Editor:

We want protection from those bad
guys. from their malice toward us and
our families. We look to our law-
enforcement officers for that protection.
Protect us, we say — but do it by the
3rules. Follow our Constitution, we say,
and do that dangerpous work with the
least possible impingement on individa-
als’ rights. Expose yourselves 1o the
worst instincts and most vicious im-

milecoe nf tha i aieml P
Pusts L0

ihe most unprincipled human
beings, and do it all the time adhering 1o
the best and highest standards of our
would-be civilized society.

This would seem to be a preposterous
notion. except that thousands of people
— this nation’s law-enforcement offi-
cers — do it every day. A handful of
them were doing this hard duty last
Friday morning. April 11, in Kendall
pvhen the slaughter began. What hap-
jpened in the next moments brought
| home, in the cruelest and most vivid
| way, what it can mean to be 3
law-enforcement officer in a civilized
society. It means that wicked and
greedy people wiil try to kill you It
means that you will fight to protect
gourself and your colleagues, but will
take care to hurt no bystanders, holding
your fire as, in fear or bewilderment,
they pass. All the while, the shooting at
you will continue and, at the worst, will
etrike homs. '

Even at the best, when the arrest
~oes peacefully and there are no tragic
oeadlines and black strips of tape on
police officers' badges, law enforcement
is 8 hard duty. The officer must oot only
make his case, but slso frequently must

defend It and his behavior from attack 4

in & system that tests to the maximum
the strength and propriety of each
zoposed prosecution. )

As 8 novice prosecutor, | used to

Wristie at the routine attacks of defense’

ounsel In the courtroom on . the
Juthfulness and integrity of jaw.
nforcement officers. I would be even
nore infuriated when, out In the
allway apd sway from the jury, the

A on the agent's s

L_!edica rush wounded

would put an
uider and say,
“™Jt's nothing persoral. You guys do a
great job.” Co
“The officers aAlways viewed it with
more equanimity, and even humor, than
1 did. Perhaps they understood better

same defense attorne

:the essential paravox of their role. or

st accepted it more: A .society that
gus Tor Both security and Hberty will

“mever be an easy place for those

committed to ensuring each, at peril of
their lives.
What impels men and women 1o take

. Law enforcement demands the best in us

“lowe Fage 26A
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ALBERT COYA/Mami Nerald Stad
FBI agent from scene

on such difficult jobs? The answer
cannot be ful] mwaﬁm SAmMe
-~answer each of us makes when contem-
. pisting the essential mystery of human

“saltruism and goodness in an imperfect

world. We can only recognize it when it
happens and be grateful. These are our
~dheroes.

5

Assistant U.S. Atiormey
Miami

-

—

* * *

ROLINE HECK
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~ the recent shoot-put completely mysti-
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Give FBI the necessary firepower

To The Editor;
The borrendously one-sided score In

fied me untl] 1 thought of what must be
proved correct: The agents were simply
out-firepowered. Confirmation came in
The Herald's April 13 edition’s “Oppos-
ing Firepower.”

That the FBI would not have semi-
sutomatic carbines in this age of

wearmne (¢ incans A Smith and Weseon
weapons 1S insane, A Smith and Wesson

or even a Colt .45 is considered a toy in
the minds of the “bad guys.”

Had some U.S. legislators been among
the crowd of witnesses 10 the worst
shooting in the Bureau's history, I'm
sure they would have voted differently
on the McClure-Volkmer bill, which
was strongly opposed by police forces
across the nation. It is now 2 definite
firing range out there.

CarL D. SMITH, JR.
North Miami

To The Editor:

How could FBI egoents with revolvers
take on greater firing power without
sustgining major injuries and even
death? :

The agents who were Kkilied and
those who were wounded will be long
remembered with honor and sadness as
# sacrifice to an uneven, violent effort
to apprehend criminals.

Let us remember that guns do kill.
Our FBI! agents should be equipped with
greater firing power, with the public
knowledge tha! it will be used when
needed.

Aammatrmnarameel

i

Thoughts from Riverside Church

ﬁ
To The Editor:

Mare Fisher's discerning ag‘ticle aboul
FBI agents’ Killer] Bill Matix, (Heraid,

April

14). short-time member of River-

side Baptist Church, asks this question

L+ Loy =4

of the congregation: Why did one of us

kil

The answer is, Because he was nof
one of us. In my opinion, he came

seeking
good

a facade of respectability and a
environment for his daughter.

What better place to find them than
at a well-thought-of church to’ :'r_niak:
him less suspect in his nefariou

activitjes?s——

- AIM even more upset

The Herald's handling of the FBI
shoot-out story in its April 13 edition
Was an gutr?g'e. Giving front-page space
o two homicidal maniacs while placing
the stories of seven decent, heroic men
on the back pages Is horrible. ”,. .

This was a perfect opportunity to
give honor and tribute to the “good
guys” and to show that In this instance,
at least, crime did not pay in Miami.

LouisE D. MaLLER
Miami
* * *

Isn't it ironic that the day after the
National Rifle Association (NRA) cele-
brated its successful intimidation of
Conpgress to pass a loosening of gun.
control laws, one of the biggest shoot-

“outs in the history of Florida took place?

Two FBI agents killed, five wounded.
In the fsce of the great rise in crime, our
weak-kneed lawmakers — out of greed
for the enormous amounts of money
banded oul by the KRA — allowed
themselves to be duped into passing
such a vile law.

Those congressmen will have 1o face
:iheir constituents in the coming elec-

ons.

MILTONR. JacOBS
North Miam!

* * *

I am s0 tired of the bloodshed on our
streets and of national headlines sabout
Miami — all negative, of course, But |
over what is
becoming of our city.

Day io and dzy out, policemen,

- firemen, and other people put their lives

on the line, yet there is ali this serious
crime continuing.
Maybe we should follow the punish-

" ments used in Saudi Arabiz, “an eye for

an eye.” There aren’t many repeat
offenders there.

To those two FBI men who lost their
right to live and to the five who were
injured, 1 am terribly sorry. but thank
you for your devotion to the cause. For
all the policemen who rushed to the
scene to lend their support, thank you
also. God biess you all.

To those who “have had it, it's time
to leave Miam!l," goodbye — but I'm

. staying_ I believe that there is a lot to be
gone, but T'm willing to fight for it.

R1A CRISTINA VAMOS
. - Miami
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TFo The Editor:

Two weeks have passed since two of
my feliow ageots died and five more
were wounded. | still ask myself: Am |
good epough?

More then a8 week bes passed since
my fellow agents were buried and
others remain hospitalized, thelr fami-
les and friends grieving and trauma-
tized. And 1 still ask mysell: Am I good
enough?

What happened to the FB] agents on
April 11, 1986 on SW 82nd Avenue In
Miam! could have happened anywhere
In our country. It could have happened
to any law-enforcement agency in our
country. On April 11, 1888, it did
bappen to agents of an organization to
which 1 proudly belong. Years of
training and experience can never fully
prepare any law-enforcement officer
for the unexpected nightmare, nor for
the shock of sudden death. Try as we
may, we are all merely human. We
carry badges and guns, but we also feel
every emotion felt by others. We do try
to “protect and serve.” Though some-
times as human beings we fail, as a
whole the law-enforcement community
Is as dedicated and selfless as any other
on this Earth. And I still ask: Am 1 good
epough?

1 ask the question because I wasnt
on SW 82nd Avenue that morning.  ask
the question on behall of law-enforce-
ment officers everywhere who were not
on the scene when their partners and
friends were wounded or lost their
lives. I ask the question because I need
to know if I could have stood In thelr
shoes that morning in Miami and have
50 hopored my badge.

RALPH L. MORGAN

Special Agent

FBI

bt Miami

—

—ZRemembering the slain FBI agenfs
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STEVE DAILY COMMEINTARY
MONDAY, APRIL lé&th, 1986
(SHOOTOUT) :

IT'S DIFFICULT FOR MOST PEOPLE TO IMAGINE THE COURAGE
IT TAKES FOR PEOPLE LIKE THOSE FB1 AGENTS TO DO WHAT
THEY DID FRIDAY MORNING.

JUST TRY TO IMACGIWE 1T: PERFORMING A SIMPLE LICEXNSE-PLATE
CHECK ALONG SOUTH DIXIE HIGHWAY...THEN BEING SNUFFED OUT IN A
HAIL OF GUNFIRE. BUT THE COURAGE CAME IN-BETWEEN. WHILE

THE OUTLAWS WERE CONTINUING TO FIRE RAPIDLY AT THE FBIL
AGENTS...THOSE AGENTS WERE ALTERNATELY HOLDING FIRE AND
TRYING TC PROTECT INNOCENT PEOPLE DRIVING BY...AND TRYING

T0 PROTECT THEMSELVES BY FIRING AT THE OUTLAWS.

1T TAKES A VERY SPECIAL XIND OF PERSON TO STAND THERE
BEING SHOT-AT, AND PARTICULARLY BEING SHOT-AT WITH
AUTOMATIC WEAPONS...AND TO HOLD YOUR FIRE WHILE SOME
UNAWARE INDIVIDUAL DRIVES OR WALKS BY. FRANKLY, 1T
GOFS AGAINST ALL HUMAN INSTINCTS...AND IT TAKE A GREAT
DEAL OF ATTENTION TO TRAINING TO MAKE 1T WORK.

WHEN INCIDENTS OCCUR SUCH AS THAT ONE, 1 ALWAYS THINK

HOW GRATEFUL WE OUGHT TO BE THAT THERE ARE SUCH PEOPLE
WORKING FOR US. IT MAKES A'L THE CREEPS WHO MASQUARADE

AS COPS AND WORK FOR THE OUTLAWS ALL THE MORE LANMENTABLE
AND DISGUSTING...AND 1T SHOULD MAKE THE REST OF US ALL

THE MORE PROUD THAT THERE ARE STILL YOUNG PEOPLE WILLING

TO BECOME POLICE OFFICERS, FB1 AGENTS AND MILITARY PERSONNEL.

FRIDAY'S MURDERS AND WOUNDINGS OF SOME OF OUR FINEST OUGHT
TO MAKE US ALL AWARE OF THE PRIDE WE OUGHT TO HAVE AND
THE ADMIRATION WE SHOULD HOLD FOR THE REST OF THEM.

‘ 1I'M STEVE DAILY, AND THAT'S MY OPINION.

4330 Northwes! 2071h Drive. Miami. Fionda 33055
Dade (305;624-6101 Broward (305) 763-7222
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FBI Tr ammg

* Sets The Standard
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Heio ure-mase theughts abul the Fedital Sut tihg e drami (BrIRE)
Bureaw of Investigation as we approach Law 1y
> OUp the duv that FBI agents Jerry Dove and - - e
Bemamin Girgan were killed in a Miams shontout. rzevng

; avLut 75 graduates of the FBI academy from this
. R R, i R o e mat™
area bad gathereg on tae Faim
Beach Courty sher!['s firing
range for a2 dov of relraining,
reminiscirg and fellowship
s As Paim Beach Police
' Chiel Joseph Torhzrese re
calls, the¢ were mustly Tocal
¢ pouce chiefs and vther ranking
3 officers. and about a dozen FBI
ageats T was the anncal get
teg-iner for alomm of the bu
TCGU'S prostegio 8 training oty
icademy ot Quaiticu, Vo 1 2/
_ “We pot the phone call ot ¢
Tetout E 2 a . ane R were o sturned tal § s
boars. Tordizaese <aid "W vanvelee the e of
L piagram of :‘»uw 124 tr.:urw,-n'.cn; 2
Ties Rave dher ~i abbles and jeal Yagsied bat when
men go dean L oputll wodddnt belier e the
» cariaraderte thai i foll throughout the 1 w on-
forcerent comaaunity

L S — 1)

Evervone w s stirred b that tereshic waeot-

g whoh IofU a3 ms 0 2€ 578 e weanded

The out poLnIng af svm [u". from all ovir the

Yatien ke s caies ele SR nation s rvg.udf T

QW —:.-n.'urcerm*r.! cfiicery n general I wondereg !

1 didn't aiso suggest that the FBI has iotally
‘merged fram it Jdark days of the epcly 19570

I\LC\)LD UI a terlain Fi 1€ Td LU hlu Femwen
ter when U G-Men. as they were called a Ieu
decades agn were pational heroes In the Depres-
sion of the 1650x the countny expenienced a wave
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of ' nk robbene: and killings at the hones of
min 2= pasgsters Then ap imorraptble fire
brarz numeg Jehn Fogar Houver 1ok vwer @
tarricoed fudzral cpency and weapped it into a
giserroned liwcafore et team The pen FRI
made ko dlines by trackong down dody Dillinger,
George - £3:'.ne Guny Kolly and other killers

1. e the much-gh ficd Haover becacnie a
vicunt of ke own power and ego He outgrew the
conot of Conpress 20 d even prosidens With s
patatord 3%0ul cmnmmunst sub version from wath-
12 be had his apents spy on pelitical dissenters.
After hi deuth Conytes learned that @ few agents
had sioppe? aulaide the law. even cumainutted bur-
£ ey, i ther eeal e pather evicerce 2gamst
poople be perceived a- vnemies. )

Qgreay mors! suffered in those days as the
F DI last public estevri. But i all of Hoover s sins,
¥he rank and file Jgerts ~ontinved to perform hog-
»ty and effactively In 1962 they were given
nares wrasdicuon over drug crures yet po oge
ver R of corraption within ikt blue-ribbor
hureay

In c andor it m:i b be a€dcd tha: most of the
Pres. waroam the F21 woudd operate inere openly
Tite barean o Tz ete o b pitac through
dvsi, dotee S usT el whowe mtethind ey wll
LNl Ral Ld SeTrTith an they proh e te mere
hin thOT 38T, tame and sornad ninnbe)
. Mot monomer e would ks wisdre
soomcraroprder M omew Jendishup of o
!'."_‘1"!_.' nedoe Wotlan: Webseer, tne FRE iz 1,
Bioogors Lo other law-enforocment ofopoes Iod].
fraant W) s agaris afve pracuasos n 1w,
accoun g or cher abprupreate specsniie g
pobit opariments &l aver e veuniny e for
scarce ~Jows n s natvona! academ s Parily be

B e o

cause of the turs uy's poce-seiling over the yoan,
pobee traitamg ar ail hovelds has irproved dramati
cally Ir Jut » ponaralinn,

B Rugpe the lat eduios of The Miarr Nev
veeg Lo Wit about the an~vient hat browpghl s
raizeing orogran 1o the Mazim Foluoe Dejartment
in the 194y Ac was s cusann, the danartiuent
onc day bur a badge 527 & gun oa a brand pew
applicant and a.agned Lim to direct traffic o
guwnicwn Flagior Streel. "~ eaa,

Tokin, b5 nuw authority 3~risi iy, the reokse
shouted at 2 ;avwalker to retutn to the curd. RWhen
the pederirian either di¢ not Lear the order or
fgnored it, the off.cer raised his bew pistol and
fired Fortunaiels. bus &ty was even poorer than
his iQ The tuliet went wild and lodged In the
bathroom rmusror of 3 hotel roomn overiooking the
sireet The druinmer who bad been sbtaving in
freat of the mirror packed up and left Miami, the
officer was relieved forthwith. and the city fatbery
met (0 estabhish a police acacerny. 5ill Raggs. §
should corcede. was [amiliar with the device
calle literary license.

Today. ¢.ery urban police o'7iceT has atteps-
ed u police acudomy Salarius are betlor bt they ,
arent greas wren Jre consider the ricke an ofbrcer |
assumes a=d e CTRLSINE Ua03T, S reghine j
meus Tercere repurts thal mare Lien 90 per-
cent of us mersare evllece griduate, and than
otht > .re :-..na college work

The fon- Ve anamproy ne relamd for law-
enicoement ofi mers ot all devels pooall dwiiise
the s am i "L 10 Codt win a3 rs sarg!s Yo
WSt aoviely il sty beriiss pewr v v Shanty
aw enfores v ke peaplo wroprynto teo b ag
2 few o' vonrofessons ducrno b oesase ey

want to ge. oo Bt lalse by e ve e vt
5 onnportam

[———
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> | Miami FBI shoot-out
influenc_es governor

AUSTIN —~ A sghoot-out in
Miami that Jeft two FB] agents
dead and five wounded inspired
Gov. Mark White on Thursday to
buy $131,000 worth of semiauto-
matic rifles for Texas Department
of Public Safety troopers.

White said & c¢riminal justice
grant will provide 435 gdditional

A asa B s e—
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*Mini 14" semiautomatic rifles for
officers in such high-risk units as
narcotics, intelligence and motor
vehicle theft. The grant also will
pay for 43 body armor vests.
“Looking at the weapon power
alone, it [the Miami shoot-out] was
not a fair fight,” he said. “This
incident raised serious questions
about how adequately armed our
Iaw enforcement officers are to
face odds agpainst a heavily armed
assajlant.” .
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.Matix

Seat

wvestigatling Burnett and his com-

Ci-dast June, the dissgreement came to a bead.

Nebraskan says

e c— .

DAN CHRISTENSEN
L) Bews R aprior

Ten months before Bill Matix and Michael Plan
killed two Miami FBI agents in the bloodiest gunfight
in FBI history, 8 Nebraske man geerses~wo -
stys, the pair abducted him and : TN
threatened to kill him — over a ~
business deal.

“They were bloodcurdling
characters. They terrified me.”
said Earle M. “Tad" Burnett Il
“They told me they were going
to dismember me.”

U.S. postal authorities are In-

pany, focusing on complaints that Matix
Burnett sold defective vending machines through the
mail, said Art Thompson, a U.S. postal inspector in
Omaha Burnett declined comment on the probe.

Matix and Plait bought vending machines from
Burnett. That purchase led to the alleged abduction
and, subsequently, a lawsuit filed by Matix accusing
Burnett of slander.

According to the court file of the slander suit, ob-
tained from a county court in Lincoln, Neb., Matix
and Piatt purchased vending machines {rom Burnett
in early 1985,

in an Interview with The Miaml News, Burnpett
said the 10 reconditioned cigarette, candy and soda
machines cost Matix and Platt $10,000.

“They got in touch with me after they saw an ad
in USA Today,” said Burnett. *“} got the impression
they were going to starl a route. They told me they
were in with the local boys down there, criminals,
but I took that with & grain of salt.”

Burnett, 59, owner of Frost Corp., said that shortly
after Matix and Platt bought the machines they de-
cided they no longer wanted 10 go into the business
:};d shipped them back o Nebraska in damaged con-

tion.

“They demanded to be given thelr money back. I
4didn’t refund them any money, but sent them a letter
telling them that when the machines were fixed up
and resold that they would get some back,” saig Bur-
Bett.

Matix, however, contended in papers filed to sup-

- port his slander sult that the vending machines were

returned because they didn't work and claimed Bur-
oetl misled him about a refund.

Burnett, in a counterclaim filed in the slander case, '
said he was leaving home for work about 7:30 a.m.
.;llme 1385 e was “accosted” by Metix, 32, and

att, 35.

T

They “indicated to (Burnett) that they were armed
with a hend gun and knives and that they would kill
¢him) unless he refunded the entire amount of the sale
price to them Immediately,” the counterclaim szys.
*During this conversation William Matix and Michae!
Piatt each kept his hand in his pocket and each made
certain gestures that indicated that he had 3 weapon
inside his pocket.”

Matix’s account of the Incident makes no mention
of the alleged abduction at Burnett's home.

Burnett, who said he later learmed that the pair
had watched him for two days before confronting
him, said Matix and Platt used the abduction to play
“a good guy-bad guy routine™ with him.

"Matix appeared to be the perfect gentleman most
of the time,” he said. “Ninety percent of the threats
came from Platt, but {t was obvious they were work-
ing together.”

Burnett said he stalled for time, telling Matix and
Platt that he couldn't get any money until the banks
opened later that morning. He said that after the pair
forced him to accompany them, he suggested they go
downtown for breakfast. He recommended a place he
knew pclice were sure to be, he said.

Matix and Burnett's accounts agree on what hap-
pened next.

“While at Kuhl's Restaurant eating breakfast,
{Burnett) suddenly jumped to his feel and ran to a te-
ble where several Lincoln police officers were sitting
and complained in a voice that could be heard
throughout the establishment that (Matix) was
threatening 1o kill (Burnett),” states Matix’'s com-

faint.
P Sgt. Adolph Hynek was one of the officers at the
restaurant that day. )

“It all happened so fast | thought it was a joke,”
Hynek said in an Interview. *I remember Burnett
saying, ‘Help. These guys want to get me." ™

The startied police tock Matix and Platt outside
and searched them and their rental car for weapons.
None were found and no charges were flied.

*“We checked them out, but it looked like they
(Matix and Platt) had a legitimate complaint,” said
Sgt. Richard Kohles. “No charges were filed because
there was nothing to back up Burnett's statement.”

Matix and Platt, furious about Burnetl's story to
police, began looking for a lawyer. Across the sireet
from the restaurant they found the office-of-Stanley

D. Cohen.
- “They were angry because they had -been ac-
cused,” Cohen said. “They wanted to be vindicated.”
Cohen agreed 1o take the case for $200, court costs
ané 40 percent of whatever was recovered from Bur-

pett. He filed suit Aug. 20 alleging that Matix was

, Platt menaced him

—_—
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“humiliated and embarrassed™ by the reporied death
threat.

*“(Matix) furTher alleges that the allegations made
by (Burnett) were for the sole purpose of having (Ma-
tix} arrested s0 he could not collect the money that
was rightfully his,” Matix’s complaint states.

The case never went to trial. Plat! and the police
were to have been Malix's witnesses, Cohen said.

“I never realized that there was any possibility
that Platt and Matix were serious,” said Cohen, who

only yesterday learned that Matix and Platt had been

killed in the FBI shootout in Kendall that also left five
agents wounded. ] guess 1 enteriain that possibility
pow. "t ——

Burnett, who had not been questioned by the FB]
about his encounter with the killers, said he feels

—

Jucky to be alive today.

"I kept wiping my eyes when I read abodtthem in
the newspaper. I just couldn't believe it,” said Bur-
nett. “I remember they calied me an old man and said
that because of that they could outwit me. They told
me that when you get old, the brain deteriorates ... |
had never been talked to like that.”

Detective Kohles said that Lincoin police were
sympathetic with Matix and Platt.

Thompson, the postal inspector. said Matix and
Platt never complained to the Postal Service, but
Kohles said Lincoin police investigated their com-
plaints about Burnett and turned the matteLover 1o
the FBIL

A spokesman for the FBI in Lincoln declined com-
ment.
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MIAMI — A dispute about vending machines
10 monihs before ihe bioodiest shoot-oui in FBI
bistory escalated to abduction and death
threats, says a Nebraska man whose business
dea] with slain bank robbery suspects Bill Matix
and Michael Platt turned sour.

“They were bloodcurdling characters,” Earle
M. “Tad” Burpett II told the Miami News in a
story published Wednesday. ““They told me they
were going to dismember me."

The accusations prompted Matiz to file a
~ ;La::f:‘ic}gvisiwt against Burnett, who filed a

The business deal began in early 1985, when
Matix and Platt bought 10 vending machines for

| Dispute with slain
gunmen recaliled
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$10,000 from Burmett, who is being investigated
by U.S. postal autborities because of complaints
that be soid defective vending machines through
the mail. ———

Burpett, 59, said that shortly after Matix and
Platt bought the machines, they shipped them
back to Nebraska in damaged condition.

“They demanded to be given their money
back,” Burnett said. "I didn't refund them any
money, but sent them a letter telling them that
when the machines were fired up and resold
that they would get some back.”

Burnett said that the two Miami men thanged
their minds about going into the vepding busi-
‘pess. But in his suit Matix claimed the machines
were returned because they didn't work.

—

“Wareit's sult claims be was leaving bome for
work one morning last June when he was “ac-
costed” by Matix, 32, and Platt, 35. *~———

They “indicated to [Burnett] that they were
armed with a band gun and knives and that they |
ywould kil) [him) unless be refunded the entire |
{amount of the sale price to them immediately,” |
the counterclaim says. “During the conversation ]
William Matix and Michael Platt each kept his
band in his pocket and each made certain ges- °
fures that indicated that he had a weapon inside
his pocket” :
< “Matix appeared to be the perfect gentleman
most of the time,” be said ‘mty %ercent of
the threats came from Platt, but it was cbvious
they-were-working together.” —

e
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Riverside victim’s & %™
‘husband died
in FBI melee S

By Michael J.-ﬁé‘r-en's

Dispotch Police Reporter
iy repcriy

® wWilliam R. Matix, a former Dela-

A man killed in the Miami shootout had

)

ware, Ohio, man who police say killed
two FBI agents Friday near Miami, was
Tarried Lo one of two technicians who
#ere gagged, bound and stabbed to
death in Riverside Hospital in 1983.
Matix, 34, and Michael Lee Platt, 32,
died in a gun battle. Two FBl agents also
died, and five other agents were wound-

Matix and Platt had been linked to at
Jeast a half-dozen bank and armored car
robberies in Dade County, Fla, during
the last year, said law enforcement offi-
cials,

Columbus police said federal offi-
cials told them last night of the death of
Matix, once considered a possible sus-
pect in his wife's slaying.

Matix's wife, Patricia, 30, and Joyce
McFadden, 33, research assistants at
Riverside Hospital, were slain in a hos-
pita) laboratory Dec. 30, 1983. Columbus
Rolice have not solved the killings.

Capt. Antone Lanata said last night,

been married to one of the hospital

< L - 6 -

“We looked hard at the man. We fol-
lowed him around. We looked for girl-
{riends.”

He said Matix told police he was at
home watching his infant daughter, Me-
lissa, when his wife was murdered. Lan-
ata said Matix’s story had some “human
nature inconsistencies.”

Other police officials said Matix's
death could be a turning point in the
case, but they will not be sure until they
have sorted through FBI information.

Police sources said their strongest
suspect is not Matix but another man
who was a construction worker at the
hospital. The man, never charged, was
linked 10 the crime by circumstantial
evidence, police said.

Police said the man owned a pair of

technicians slain in 1983.

work boots that matched a bloody boot
Print found in the lab. A search warrant

iled with Franklin County Municipal
Court said the worker had talked to both
women the day of the murders.

Mrs. Matix, 30, and Joyee McFadden,
33, were bound, gagged and repeatedly
stabbed in the face and chest in the
first-floor medical research laboratory
in what police said then was an apparent
robbery.

Matix and McFadden's husband,
Larry, were questioned by police but
were never publicly called suspects.

The women were killed with the
same weapon, described by police as a
knife with an inch-wide blade.

Authorities in both Florida and Co-
lumbus described Matix as zeligious snd




~daxoted to his family,

He moved to south Florida with his
daughter several months after his wife
was slain.

A close friend, the Rev. David Culver,

> said Matix remarried in Miami last
May. Culver said Matix came back to
Delaware about three times to wvisit
friends and relatives.

Culver of Calvary Baptist Church,
1450 Troy Rd., said Matix was “greatly
affected” by his wife's murder. He aaid

» Matix, 8 Columbus Technical Institute
graduate in helicopter mechanire, had
"planned to enter the National Guard.

After the murder, Matix decided to
become & partner in a landscaping busi-
ness with Platt, who was a Marine Corps
friend, Culver said.

Authorities called Matix and Platt
vnlikely killers with common back-
grounds in military training, suburban

Peanscee .
RIVERSIDE next page . AP photo
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living and personal tragedy.

Both were family men and
homeowners. Both lost their wives
to violent death. Platt’s wife, Re-
gina, committed suicide by shoot-
ing herself ip the head with a
shotgun in December 1984, inves-
tigators said.

FBI agents said il was the first
time since 1979 that two FBI
agents were killed in one incident
8nd the most casualties in & single
action in the agency's 79-year his-
tory.

The suspects’ behavior, their
use of automatic .223-caliber
weapons and their fatigue clothes,
similiar 1o those worn by surviva-
lists, suggest ties to extremist
Eroups, yesterday's Miami Herald
quoted an unidentified FBI agent
in Washingion as saying.

“They did not shoot out of fear
or excitement. It was cold. It was
caiculated,” the agent said.

“They really sound like survi-
valists. ... They are very clean-
cut, definitely Americans,” said
Metro-Dade Police Sgt. Tony
Monheim,

“In the holdups, the group
would be waiting for the guards
&nd would just shoot them They
were ruthless. They were danger-
ous,” said Al Carballosa, 8 Metro-
Dade police spokesman.

Neither had ever been arrest-
ed, police said. A woman who
rented a house from Platt told the
Heraldhe was “an all-around nice
person ... an excellent landlord.”

To their {friends and neighbors,

Matix and Platt were hard-work-

ipg friends who ran & ¢mall land-

G

: RIVERSIDE continued from 1 A

scaping business that provided
them good homes and hopes for
the future.”

*“They were just a nice family,
that’s why I'm really in shock,”
said & neighbor of Platt’s who
asked not t¢ be pamed.

“I'm devastated,” =aid one
woman who lives in the same
quiet cul-de-sac in the Hammonds
subdivision where Platt lived with
his wife and their four children
the past year. “Their poor little
kids. That’s who I'm hurting for.”

Matix and Platt are believed to
have killed two people and hot at
least two more during the ar-
mored car and bank holdups, in-
cluding one holdup Jan. 10, police
said. In that robbery, a Briok's
messenger was shot in the stom-
ach by a man wearing a ski mask.

Withesses said & second man
got out of the assailants’ car and,
standing over the bleeding cour-
jer, fired two more shots into him
with an automatic rifle.

The men then lifted two duffel
bags from the armored car and
fled into 8 Kendall neighborhood.
The Brink's messenger is still re-
covering,

The car used by the assailants
was traced to Emilio Briel, 25 wha
was reporied missing Oct. 10 after
failing to return home from a trip
to @ quarry used for targel prac-
tice, authorities said, Briel has not
been found and is presumed dead.

Detectives said the two may be
linked to at least two shootings at
the quarry. I

On March 12, a target shooter
was shot four times and Jeft in &
canal at the quarry by two white

———e L .

males who stole his car. Jose Col-
! Iazo, 30, survived by playing dead,
then crawled out of the canal and
" walked three miles for help. His
ear was used in a banl robbery
shree seoeks later.
An unidentified skeleton wag
found near the quarry March 1.

::"‘, Hwo agents wounded Friday °

were in serious bu! stable condi-

.. ion yesterday in Baptist Hospi-
t»¢al, ‘& nursing supervisor said. A

_third was in fair and stable condi-
tion in South Miami Hospital.

. Twoothersxwese treatedfar mivor .
“imgpounds. B

'
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fKEents’ killer was

‘accustomed to tragedy

By Michael Berens and s After'z-noving, Matix dressed

Tim Doulin
Liatc-dwat Reporters

William R. Matix's life was
fraught with tragedy.

Relatives and friends are wen-
dering whether the deaths of his
father, three brothers and the
1983 murder of his wife, Patricia,
claimed a heavier wll than they
realized.

Nobody knows why Matix, de-
scribed as 3 soft-spoken, God-
fearing man, would turn into a
killer who was fatally shot Friday
in a battie with FBI agents. Police
said Matix killed two agents with
& machine gun before he was
killed.

THE REYV. David Culver, a
close family friend, said last night
that Matix changed after his wife
was murdered and he moved to
Miami. Matix, who lived 8 modest
life in Delaware, had more money
than ever before, he said.

“After he left there were notj-
ceable changes. | saw nothing of &
violent reaction,” said Culver.

-h-_.‘

in expensive clothes and aban-
doned his dream of becoming a
helicopter pilot to instead work
with an man who served with him
in the Marines. That friend, Mi-
chael Lee Platt, was killed with
Matix during the Miami shootout
with eight FBI agents.

“I'M SHOCKED. I just can't
believe he did it,” Calver said. He
said Matix was a talented cook
and woodworker who attended
church faithfully.

Matix's step-mother, Dola Ma-

tix, of Dayton, told The Dispatch
ghe had not been notified that
Matix had been killed. She refused
to believe that her stepson had
been involved ir bank robberies.

“Ne, no, that could not be,”
said Mre. Matix, T7. “If it was Bil},
it must have been some kind of
mistake, because Bill would not go
around robbing banka.

“I know the boy too well. He
may have gotten killed, but he
wouldn't rob banks. There is
something wrong somgwhere. But

R
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T'm sure the truth will eome out,
sooper prlater.”

MRS. MATIX said sbe had not
been in contaet with William since
his father, Russell, died of cancer
in a Cincinnati hospital in April
1984, :

William attended his father’a
funeral in Franklin, Ohio, but left
in a huf{f when he discovered that
he had been left out of his father's
will, Mrs. Matix said.

Mrs. Matix, who was married
to Russell about 3 years, said her
husband left everything to her.
Russell lef, behind a pickup truck,
the family house and some per-
sonal belongings, she said.

Hospital bills had depleted the
couple's bank account, Mrs. Matix
$814.

“Russell didn't leave very
much, but Bill really got upset
when he was left out of the will,”
Mrs. Matix said. *1 wld him 1
didn't want to get into it now, and
that we would talk about the mat-
ter later.”

Mrs. Matix said she never

talked to William agajp,

DESPITE THE f{alling-out
with William, Mrs. Matix has
some fond memories of her step-
son.
“He worked during the week
and went to church on Sunday. He
cared about his family. That's just
the kind of boy he was,” she said.

William was hit hard by the
death of his wife, Mrs. Matix said.

“She was a sweet Jittle woman,
and she was his world. When she
was killed, it hurt him awfully
bad,” Mrs. Matix said,

She ssid she had heard that
William had moved to Florida,
married and was “doing well fi-
nancially.”

Culver said Matix did not talk
much about his marriage. He said
Matix had told him it was a trou-
bled marriage. .

He said Matix returned to Del-
aware about three times after
moving.

“Whenever he came back he
wanted to know what was new in
the murder,” he said~——

el i
i e




FD-350 (Rev 5-B'81)

{indicate page, name of
nawspaper, city and state )

THE CO
(Mount Chipping in Space Below) LUMBUS DISPATCH

| ‘Creep’ led to life [™*
‘of crime, Matix’s -
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brother says
By Mic’;": J. Berens N ‘——--v.—l__’ Lanata said Matix is not necessarily a prime

Dupatch Polics Raporter ; g A .
. pect in the murder, but police are rechecking
William R. Matix entered a life of crime after * 'u:m "b;Ehly unuusual ihings” about Matix's atti-

being influenced by his best friend, Michael Lee ¢ 1o atter his wife's death. —
Platt, who played on Matix's griel over his mur- . i . u
» dered wife, Matix's Brother said yesterday. I Paul Matix said he saw his brother ery “many

“Platt was creepy. ] only met him once, but it =~ times” over the murder of his wife. Adding to the
was enough,” Paul Matix, 35, told The Dispatch :
esierday during a telephone interview from Kil- | ;
een, Texas. . © Please see
T ‘William Matix, 34, and Platt, 32, were killed  @pyMF o4 oace
Friday during s gun battle with FBI ageate-in

- et gt

gr——e——

Religious magazine called Willlam R. Matix
*“dedicated father,” Page 3 D

Miami. Two FABI agents also died, and five other.
agents were injured.
The FBI said Matix and Platt, whose wives
€ both died tragic deaths, may be linked to at least &
. half-dozen bank and armored car robberies in Dade
County, Fla,, in the last year. Police have said the
robbers killed two people and shot at least two
more during the holdups. —
i
e et o e
Miami investigators szid they may reopen the
case into the 1984 death of Platt’s wife, Regina, who
died from a shotgun blast to the head. The shooting
was ruled a suicide.
And Columbus police Capt. Antone Lanata
yesterday said a “whole new door” has opened in
the investigation concerning the 1983 murder of
o Matix's wife, Patricia, 30, and her co-worker, Joyce
’ McFadden, 33, research assistants at Riverside N
Hospital. They were bound, gagged and stabbed to .
_death in a hospital laborstory on Dec. 80, 1983,
-{ Columbus police have not solved the killingn~ - «- ... *
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CRIME continued rom 1 A

grief, their father, Russell Matix,

died two months later.

Paul Mstix said their mother,
Yvonne Emerick of New Madison,
Ohio, left for Fiorida on Saturday
to have William Matix's body
brought back to Ohio for a funeral

and burial.

He said he last saw his

brother in September while visit-
ing Miami.

He described his brother as &
shy, clean-cut man who had re-
spect for the law. He said William
Matix, who drove a 1982 Dldsmeo-
bile 95, lived a moderate lifestyle
in Miami. He dressed in shorts

snd knee-high socks.
“My brother is no co}d killer,”

. Paul Matix said.

Pau) Matix ssid his brother
was born to Yvonne and Russell
Matix in a small crossroads town
near Dayton.

The family later moved to
Greenville, Ohio, where the par-
ents eventually divorced, Paul
Matix said. The brothers and their
mother moved to New Madison,
Ohio, just south of Greenville,
where the brothers graduated
from high school, he said,

After graduating, William
Matix immediately enlisted in the
Marines, Paul Matix said. Paul

Dee——

Matix was later drafted in the
Army and served in Vietnam from
1969 to 1971, he s2id. One of two
sisters, Elaine, later joined the
Navy. The other sister, Judy, still
lives near Dayton.

William Matix served two
tours of duty with the Marines in
either Guam or Okinawa, his
brother said. William Matix then
left the military for about six
months and worked odd jobs, such
as painting cars, before joining
the Army, Paul Matix said.

He said his brother left the

Army in the mid-1970s and en-
rolled in a meat-cutting school in
Chio. He later gradusted from a
chef achoo! in New York, Paul
said.
. In 1976, William married Pa-
tricia Buchanich, his first wife,
whom he met during his tour in
the Army. They later gettied near
Delaware, Ohio. After her mur-
der, William changed, Pau) Matix
said.

“Bill kept a lot of things to
himself. Some people keep it bot-
tied up inside,” he 2aid.

He said Platt eontacted his
brother after the murder and
asked him to leave Ohio and work
for him at a Jandscaping business
o Miami. William Matix and
Platt, best friends since they met




Yot

‘iam H. Matix’s home in southwestern Miami

in Korea as military policemen,
lived only blocks apart in the guiet
neighborhood pear where they
died.

Paul Matix said Platt was a
“creep” who had a bad attitude.
He believes his brother's pain
helped Platt lure him into some
type of eriminal activity,

“What the FBI is saying
about Bill can’t all be true. That's
just not my brother,” Paul Matix
said.

U.S. Attorney General Edwin
Meese 1T made a special visit to
Miami yesterday to meet with the
wounded FBI agents and praise
their work.

“T just told them how grateful
we were for their actions,” Meese
, 8aid in an Associated Press story,
* *T do know this was an excellent

R
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car
b :f locating two very dangerom “ﬁ;ﬂﬁ
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Killed in the shootout
FBI agents Benjamin Grogan,
and Jerry Dove, 30. Grogan"s
peral will be held in Miami to
His body will be tak- - 1o Br
wick, Ga,, for burial. ..e bod
Dove will be returned to &
Charleston, W.Va,, for burial.

Two wounded agents wer
serious but stable condition ;
terday, two others were trested
Miamij hospitals and released.’
fifth agent, Ed Mireles, wasin|
condition.

It was Mireles, wounded b
ly in the left arm, who eraw
about 20 feet, stood up and &
Platt and Matix as they attemp.
to get away in a goverment car.

=Somehow, Mireles got to 1
— I don’t know how,”
tor told the Miami H
¢ killed them bogh with |
revolver.”
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Webster Says Slain Agent Gave;
‘Last Full Measure of Devotion’

SOUTH CHARLESTON, W.Va.
{UPI—EBI Director William H.
m atlendipg secony tu-

erai ol one of his agenis in as
many days, said Tuesday that Jerry
Dove gave the “last {ull measure of
devotion” ih a gun battle with bank
robbery suspects.

Dove, 30, one of two agents killed
in a shool-out with twp armored
car robbery suspects in Miami jast
Friday, “lived to see his childhood
dream become a reality,” Webster
and.

“His courage and devotion to
duty never wavered,” Webgler said
of Dove. “We had a very tall man.
He gave ail of us his Jast full
measure of devotion.”

400 Attend Rites

Webster was among 400 people

attending memoria! and burial ser-

- vices for Dove, and he flew {rom
Miami, where he atlended services

for the other dead agent, Benjamin -

T.Grogan, 53, on Monday.

Five other agents were wounded
in the shoot-out in which two
suspects were killed.

Dozens of law enforcement ofli-
tials were among the mourners
Tuesday. Gov. Arch A. Moore Jr.,
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State Police Supt. Fred Donohoe
and Atty. Gen. Charlie Brown also
attended the service.

Special Agent Bob Ross, who
was with Dove when he died,
praised his partner of the last nine
months. .

“We were as ciose as any two
agents ever were,” Ross said. “At
the end, Jerry was up froni, where
he always wanted to be. He was @
front-line guy all the way.” .

Ross said that Dove and Grogan
did not suffer when they died. ‘

“It was very quick,” he said. ‘

Ross, a 15-year veleran of the
FBI, called Dove a “throwback™ to
what law enforcement officers
used Lo be,

“He had enthusiasm, desire and
dedication in plenty,” Ross said.
*His sense of humor was unique, he
loved people and he believed in
what he was doing. He was a
beautiful person.”

Memorial services and graveside
rites were conducted by the Rov,
Joe Harpold. a close friend of Dove.

“He was a fun person to be
around,” Harpold said later. “He
sought to Jive life 1o the fullest. He
wasn't afraid 10 set goals and go for
them. He wasn't afraid Lo live.”

,-_2-"
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Never forget
their courage

It was the worst shooting in the long, storied history of the Craracter.
® Federal Bureau of Investigation. Two agents brutally slain by or
suspected bank robbers who possessed an arsenal Al Capone Cassiication
would have envied. Five other agents wounded, The two Submiting Ofice  yy 307
suspected bank robbers dead after a wild shootout busted lpose in
a normally quiet pelghborhood off 11.S. 1 near the Dixie Belle
Shopping Center.

As revealing as those details are, they do not tel] the whole
) story of what bappened jast Friday morning when agents
Benjamin Grogan and Gerald Dove made the ultimate sacrifice in
the line of duty. The real story is one of courage, of FBI agents
risking and glving up their lives to protect the rest of us, and
demonstrating again that when law enforcement officers work
the streets pothing s routine.

The agents were prepared for trouble. They called in
» reinforcements befare they putlled over the two suspects who
were driving a stolen car that had been used in a robbery But the
agents could not be prepared for the weapons that awalted them
or for the homicidal and suicidal nature of those who were
primed to kill and ready to be killed.
Common sense and courage rode with the FBI agents last
Friday momning, even If good luck did not. They made their move
. only after pursuing the suspects into a quiet nejghborhood. After
the shonting began, witnesses reported, the agents raised their
guns several times as uninvolved motorists drove through the
cross fire. The agents’ assailants extended no such courtesies.
Belore oiie of the agents finally succumbed, he kepl iifting
himself to fire at his assallants, a witness reported. Another agent
y - ‘ who was seriously woupded, Ed Mireles, crawled to confront the
killers s they sought to flee in one of the FBI vehicles, and
Mireles fired the bullets that finaliy ended the battie.

Heroism on the Job is not rare, but it is often unappreciated.
In this instance the performances and the sacrifices of the agents
shouid be deeply appreciated by all. It may appear to be small
comfort to the families of Agents Grogan and Dove to be told
) what they had known all along: that the men they loved upheid

the highest standards of their profession and lived up to the
highest expectations of humanity. But that is a deep well from s
which relatives, friends and colleagues can draw support.

FB! Director William Webster said after the tragedy, *As in
lsw enforcement everywhere, dedicated men and women put
their lives on the line each day for ajl of us. This is a violent
- world, but it would be much worse without their fidelity, their
bravery and their Integrity.” In few areas is that sentiment more
appropriate than ip Dade County.

Psychiatrists, psychologists and criminologists may never .
.understand exactly what lay behind the actions of the killers. - . .. ; i P
& SR “Though nameless and faceless to law enforcement agents before
v - the shootout, the two men in the stolen car were suspected bank
' ‘robbers, armored car robbers, even cold-blooded murderers. At
the same time, as it turns ont, they were considered to be famlly
men. No ope knows yet, however, whether they acted alone, or
whether anyone who koew them suspected they lived other li
;;ﬂmuglemot this bizarre puzzie may never Biaight. i e

remains batfling, too, why some motorists ignored 4
warnings to steer clear of the area where the shootout, which -
lasted more than five minutes, was taking place. Perhaps it's the 2 h
same inane and selfish reason that leads some motorists to ignore ’
bolice ot fira-rescue vehicles that are speeding down the highway .. . - - =
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with their emergency lights flashing and their sirens walling.

And the macabre curiosity that lures crowds to see and otherwise
sense death is a part of mankind’s makeup that runs contrary to
the courage which often creates the scenes that draw the crowds.

As the community mourns for Agents Grogan and Dove, and
bopes for the speedy and thorough recovery of the other
wounded agents, it should also encourage the FBI and other law
enforcement agencies to complete any other investigations that
ma relate to the actlvities of the dead killers.
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Gunshots Shatter
Lifelong Dream

JERRY DOVE REMEMBERED — Jerry Dove, stonding in
center of photo at right, reolized o {ifelong dream
when he joined the FBl in 1982. He was trained as o
member of the FBl S.W.A.T. teom thot protected oth-
letes during the 1984 Olympics in Los Angeles. Below,
fomily pictures show Dove os o grode-school student,
dressed in his football uniform during his junior yeor ot
Dunbor High Schoo!, ot his groduction from WVYU Low
School and in ¢ portrait taken two yeors ago.
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Friends Remember Dedicated FBI Agen

By SARA CRICKENBERGER ’ T
OF The Dally Mai) Staff

Gunshots rang out on & quie! Miami street. Soon the air was filled with the
sounds of bullets piercing metal and shattering glass,

When the quie! descended again last Friday morning, four men were dead
;o:wo robbery suspects, a 25-year veleran FBI agent and 3-year-old Jerry

€.

in places like the quiet Dunbar neighborbood where Dove grew up, scenes
like that bave never been real; they don't bapper except oo television,

But perhaps as muck as any of the events in the days since Dove was
killed, a two-page telegram from “Miami Vice” television series actor Don
Johnson expressing his sympathy to Dove's mother drives home the fact that
life h;s oot like television. When the scene is over the players doo't et vp and

me. L) f

Law enforcement is dangerons, oot glamnorous. Jerty Dove koew that. And
it was the only thing be ever wanted {o do.

“He always wanted to be ip the FBL." waid Dove's mother, Bobbie Dove.
“That’s why be went {0 lax »schoo), to meet some of the FBls strict
Tequirements.

*He was always intevested ip law enforcement and the FBI is the top of

Line in law enforcesvent That was wha! he wanted "
. ¥ FBI Direclor Witiam Websier was expeciad to aftend 10 a.m services to-
day for Dove, who was killed along with his pariner, Benjamin Grogan. as
“Yehey tried to arrest two robbery suspects.
. After graduatiov from Dunbar High School, Dove atiended Coocord Col-
_ Jege, then Marshall University, where he graduated with bonors. He graduat-

¢¢ from West Virginia University Law
School, then worked in the attorney
general's office until he was accepted
into the FBI Academy in 1282,

He accepted s FBI commission in
Pittsburgh and worked there and in
Charleston and Huntinglon before mov-
g to San Diego, then to Miami.

Long-time friend Larry Hatcher said
Dove was goal oriented And before he
set the FBI as his goa!, he bad already
decided to meel a more challenging
one.

“He wanted to make a difference in
life, to do something important before

# he died" Larry said “He knew thal

Jong before he thought about the FBL.
“Jerry bad a real strong sense of
what was right and what was wrong
He believed in making whatever sacri-
fices he bad to to do the right thing "
And although Dove knew the risks of

9 being an FBI agent, he didn’t talk

much about them, Hatcher said.
“T never had any fear that be would
be killed,” be said. “I think that's in

%n because he downplayed that side

ittome™
Dove, who was more conservative

% than his counterparts growing up in the
"80s and “70s, was nonetheless popular

among his peers, Hatcher said.
*“His idea of a good time was to get

together &t a pizza place and just
talk." Hatcher said. “He was always

concerned about our personal lives,
who we were dating. And he gave lots
of advice, whether we wanted it or
not.”

His memory was astounding and his
sense of humor was one of hus best
traits. his {riends said After seeing &
movie once, Dove could recite lines
and jokes from it and do impressions
of the actors Clint Eastwood movies
were among his favorites.

“T'll never forget, one evening we
had made plans to go to the drivesin
movies to see a double {eature of Clint
Eastwood.” Hatcher said "] was talk-
inz to my girlfriend's parents and Jer-
ty drives up wearing & poncho and a
cap gun with a stogy in his mouth. He
walked bowlegged up to the porch like
Clint Eastwood in one of his movies ™

Mrs. Dove also remembers a few

pranks ftom Dove's youth.
“One Christmas, he and some friends

dressed up as Wise Men and went door-
o-door through the snow in their bath-
robes, barefooted and wearing pape”
beards they had made,” she said.
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lain FBl agent:

‘He was noble... e
‘guardian of peace’

. Lauderdale, F1.
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: ¥ to the public — as an FBI agent.
‘lee,lﬁa'oic?:ommjued i oeiou.r
ce and freedom,” sajd Archbishop Edward A. Me-

¥ ai the .
Grogan and Agent Gerzld Dove were gunned down ‘
in & wild battle on & sgburban south Dade i L
5 they tried t5 arrest two robbery e of faith = Christian man
ents were wounded, and the two IDak who loved and cared and was
:goncerned about others ” said the
FRI Director William Web- Rev. Brendan Deulton, the ageat's
“brave and commendable” and

pastor. ‘
d remind the public that FBI 'S Court of Appeals Judge Pe
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that Matiz and .mum

g ) members of a right-yin
fice, a3 she e gemF\Ir;Ih;: A pbutwgma-uu
church She entered eluiching . } urned op 0o evidence
'oodenwiﬁxanduhmdogb; ';ﬁi.l‘a&’lhep-lrbm,

of the

e Bave pot yet connected
‘b anybody,” said Webster

- - oo ) AR &

| sumber of bank robberies where
- T -

. 'i't‘f" "'m.‘w"t’: cburch ~betha! ruthless shootings occnrred.

Shawn's dou '““""k ot ¢ “Before we're throvgh, wenl

tnlp:gjeehd‘emwrc . koow everything about them from

stross -

Yt am Monone — - -

tape their birth o their deatha,” he

Craractwr.
Baddy Nevims o o
H-: -..3 Chbad Cieasficaton
As his fellow agents fought back tears apd his wite Submming Othce  Miami
, obbed, one of two FBI mes slain in s bloody shootout |
. 'with suspecied bank robbers was eulogized Mondsy as n
'amrtyrlntbeﬂghtnglnﬁcﬁm. germe
More than l'mhm A Agent Benjamin
Grogan's funeral him described as a religious
mah who ooce wanted to be a priest but instead found

cize the way agents attempted to
arrest Matis and Platt.
“We have some disedvantages’

"sald Webster. “We don*t fire first

We to resolve these things
peacefully. We don't jeopardize

“This was a routine surveil
lance " e maid. “Ji happened very
{ast.”

Grogan and Dove were oo mur
veillance south of Miami Prida;

. mornju.l:gt when theai ﬁlu
. CAT | agenp was I

mwb:r es.
en they and their back
tﬁedtotrrmlhtlxmd!’hng

ser visited three tx atill hospi
ith wounds [rom Friday’
wnbattle. He called Agen
ando Mireles “a real bero™ fol
“continuing to retorn fire" al
though shot in the arm ane
orebead.

Mireles was “in pain™ but “get
ting better” at South Miami Hospi
tal, Webster sajd The agent wa
reported ja fair condition by tse

ts Gordon McNeil! and Joh
ob were reported in stable
condition in Baptist Hospital
Hanlon was shot I the Shgh.
oD was In s
Webater told reportrs he !gﬁ
gttend services for Dove today i
Charlesion, W.Va. : .
Grogan is to be buried W
day ip Brunswick, Ga.

-
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) Wounded FBI agents leave hospital
John Hanlon [right] and Gordon McNeill, two of the five FBI agents
wounded during a shootout April 11 south of Miami, discuss their
ordeal after being released from the hospital Tuesdey. Suspects

Wiliam Matix and Michae! Lee Piatt wers kilied in the shootout, as
were FBI agents Jerry Dove and Benjamin Grogan. .

The Washington Pps!
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Lt York) -
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ANFBI SHOOT-OUT IN MIAMI
LEAVES FOUR DEAD, FIVE WOUNDED
AND SOME LINGERING MYSTERIES

“Wa're afl going back to work,” says FBI agent John Manion (seated), who shareda hospial room with agent Sordon McNelll.

- ' guess it was both the luckiest hunch stakeout of eight agents in three un-
and the unluckiest hunch I've ever marked cars. As they cruised the busy
had,” said FBI agent Gordon McNeill, suburban streets of Sunniland, the

%; 43, when it was over. “'I'm giad these
* two people will not cause any further
§ ‘injury to anyone, police officer or
T givilian.”

McNeill’'s hunch was that two vicious

£riminais might be prowling a neigh-

. borhood south of Miami one recent Fri-
#-day morning. He authorized a rolling *

+--MPANIs were looking for a biack Chev- _ .
“rolet Monte Carlo. The car had been
stolen &2 month sarlier by two men who \

L-hadapproached




Wt

lazzo. while he was popping away at
targetpraclice in a remote corner of
the Everglades. The men, suspectedin
Thote than a dozen armored-car hold-
ups and bank robberies during the past
15 months, had shot Colazzo four
fimes in the back and left him for dead
in a shaliow pond, but Colazzo had
lived to describe his assailants.

A1 about 89:20 that Friday. McNeill's
thunth paid o, Agent Benjamin Gro-
gan, 53, spoled the car and radiged
forreinforcements. The three FBi cars
wheeled into track the suspects. Soon
the black car was within a block of the
heavily traveled South Dixie Highway.
McNeill saw arifle barrel rise in the
tront seat. "They're ipading up!™ he ra-
dioed. Tires squealing. the agents’
‘cars converged on the Monte Carlo,
torgingitto crashinto a tree. Two
more FB!vehicles raced to the scene,
The suspects opened fire immediately,
rolfing combat-style from the stolen
car. One of the bloodiest—and most
mysterious—shoot-outs in the 78-year
history of the FBI was underway.

Grogan and his partner, agent Jerry
Dove, 30, were mortally wounded by
some of the first biasts from the sus-
pects’ shotgun and Ruger Mini-14 rifie,
which holds a 230-round magazine. The
agents fired back with a sholgun,
9-mm pistols and .38-cal. revolvers. but
they were outgunned. ““I got shot in the
hand.” says agen! John Hanlon, 48.
“My hand expioded, and | fiopped over
onmy back and looked toc my left and
saw the guy standing by the car. Then
be came around and shot me again on
the ground in the groin. There was a lot
of machine-gun fire, and all the cas-
ings came down ON me.

“iheard Ben go, *Oh, my God," but |
‘didn’'t feel him fall down. Then Jerry
Dove tellright next to me, his head
face down. Jerry raised his head. his
eyes were closed, and the guy who |
think shot me, shot Jerry in the back of
the head. Executed him. 1 could see
the buliet hole in the back of his head. |
1o God, | thought of my wile, my three
kids. | wasn't thinking, ‘I gotfa see
Paris." but | wasn't ready to dig. !

Gunman Michael Platt {center) Bes dead
affer the battie. The bodies of FBl agents
Dove and Grogan are covered at right.

thought. ' hope he doesn't put the gun
“against me." | know | felt he was going
to kill me."

McNeill, who bad emptied his revolv-
er at the men whiie they were stillin
the Monte Carlo, also had been
wounded in the hand and found it im-
possible to reload. He made a move
around the car 1o grab a shotgun
ofi the backseat. A voliey from the

\:\‘V\"«#;“

Tt
Ruger cut him down, one round glanc-
ing off his spine, ternporarity paralyz-
ing him.

{ Meanwhile, traffic continued to roli
down sunny S.W.B2nd Avenye. right
through the gunfight. Some people lat-
or said they just thought Miam: Vice
was fitlming a TV scene. Agents would
point their weapons in the air wheney-
€1 a passerby wandered into their

/Al

“Thva real herces are Jerry Dove and Ben

Grogan,” says agent Edmundo Miretec, who
kitted the suspects. He Is comlforted by wite Elixz

sbeth, herseif an FR agent.




-be the weapon"-~the standsrd FBI ..
handguns. As Yor supplying agents with
~heavier firepower, an FBi spokesman o

fields of fire. An eyewitness, Rob- ™
erl Stebbins, remembers screaming..
frantically at one driver 10 get out ot
the way “But I'm late for my tennis les-
son!" she replied, and drove on,

Two other agents, Richard Manauzzi
and Gilbert Orrantia, were wounded.
The gunmen had gotten into the siain
Grogan's FBl car and were desperately
trying to getit started. Agent Edmundo
Mireles, 33, his left arm shatiered by a
rifie buliet, managed to fire a shotgun
blast at the felons before falling to the
ground. In great pain, his arm hanging
uselessly, he crawled to the driver's
side of the car. With his las! bit ot
slrength he rose up and fired six
rounds through the window, kithng both
criminals,

The dead gunmen were identified as
Michae! Platt, 32, and Wiliam R. Matix,
34, neither of whom had a ¢riminal rec-
ord. The FB! began meticulously trac-
ing their fives. and strange facts spon
emerged. The first wives of both men,
{orinstance, had died violently. Platt's
wite Regina, had beenkilled in 1984 by
a shoigun blast that was ruled a sui-
cide. A year earlier Matix's wife, Patrni-
cia, ang another woman had been
knifedin an unsolved Columbus, Ohio
murder. Matix, suspected in the crime,
had subsequently become a born-
agam Christian, ieciuring church
groups about how he had turned to Je-
sus alier the devastating loss of his
wile three months after the birth of
their daughter, Melissa.

Meanwhile. questions have been
raised about the sheot-out. Shauld the
agents have tried to s1op the car at that
momeni? Are FBI weapons adequate
when criminals can command such
firepower? The heroism of the agents
overshadowed those questions.

*The bottom line is that we didn't
want those men to get on South Dixie
Highway." explained Hanlon, “We
knew if they got on South Dixie they
would have sprayed the town, and
people would have gotten hurt. They
didn’t get on South Dixie, so the damn

thing was a success. We're sick about
Ben and Jerry. But we 001 our two

L JIE L e W RTE L,

Those men [Platt and Mahx] won't hurt
anybody anymore.” if there was any
tailure, said McNeili, *'the failure may

said, "We cannot use automatics or
high-powered weapons because of in-
noceni bystanders. There is nothing to

“hospital research iab where they

Indicate that our agents were inappr.
priately armed.”

The agents were unanimous in
praise for their slain colleagues. “Ben
Grogan was in 8 class by himseH," said
Hanlon. “He hit it hard everyday.”
Once a student for the priesthood,
Grogan was a graduate of Cathoic
University in Washington, D.C. and for
& time taught Latin and biology at the
Marist School in Atlanta. In 1970 he
married Sandra, who works in the by-
reau’s Fort Lauderdale ofiice. A smali,
muscular man who ran marathons, the
24-year FBiveteran was eligible for re-
tirement three years ago. When given
& desk job, Grogan, at age 50, wangied
his way back onlo the street as head of
Miami's elite SWAT team.

Jerry Dove grew up in Dunbar,

W. Va. where he now lies buried. His
parents divorced when he was a baby,
and he was brought up an only child by
his mother, Bobbie, who taught him a
strong sense of morality. “It's just the
way we feel," she says, pride assuag-
ing her grief. "We don't see shades of
Qgray. Things are right or they're
wrong."”

His heart set on being an FBl agent
since boyhood, Dove earned a 1981
law degree at West Virginia University
toimprove his chances. Accepted by
the bureau in 1882, he worked the 1984
Olympics with a SWAT team before he
was assigned to Miami's criminal
squad. *If it was his time, this would
have been the way he would have

wanted it,”” his mother says. "He was
doing what he believed in. He had very
strong feelings for his country—that
we shoufon’t five with bars on the win-
dows, that we should not be atraid to

"
walk the streetls.

Cnly two days before his death,
Dove, a bachelor, told his grandmoth-
er. "I've got a condo on the beach. I've
go! a sports car. I'm doing the job |
tove. ! wouldn't trade with Ron Reagan,
I'm the happiest man in the world.” Ne
never spoke of fear. “We always felt
God was watching whatever he did,”
Bobbie Dove says.

The mysterious Matix wanied pec-

ple 1o believe that he also was God-
fearing, but that is harder to believe.
The summer after his wife and a co-
prker were knlisd 10 death at an Ohio

orked, Matix and his baby daughter

“moved to South Florida, where he
joined his friend Piat's lawn-care busi-

~ness. The two had been buddies since

serving in the military & decade before,

+8ix months after Matm s arrival, Platt
reporied to the police that his wife,

- 3-

* mother of his three children had taken

her life with a shotgun. The death was
ruled a suicide.

The gruesome coincidence of their
wives' deaths caught no one's atten-
tion, and the w0 seemingly respect-
able widowers fed their apparently
pfacid, suburban lives undgisturbed.
Plati remarried. Matix became a pa-
rishioner &t Miami's Riverside Baptist
Church and not long atter his arrivat
found the woman he would marry—
Christy, a Z5-year-oid phone company
employee, whom he met ataninter-
church volleyball game and wooed on
a church canoe trip.

Christy gidn’t know much about men.
Her social life centered around church
activities—children's choir, Sunday
schoo! and nursery. "He seemed on the
level.” she recalls now. "“His concern
seemedto be for Me!issa andcreatinga
stabie home and |u|l|i|y

Within weeks of their meeting, the
deeply religious Christy was pregnant.
Tormented by guilt, she prayed. "I
there is some reason for me to get
pregnant the first time | went to bed,
there must be some reason You want
this child here.”

AtMatix's urging. she married him in
May 1985, but within two weeks Matix

had changedinto a monster of foul and

angry moods. Christy assumed that
the probiem was money: The lawn
business with Piatt had dissolved. Ma-
tix never lef on that he had received
about $350,000 in insurance following
his first wife's murder. He kept pressur-
ing Christy to leave, and by the end of
July she moved back in with her par-
ents and filed for divorce. On Dec. 27
she gave birth to their son, Matix re-
tused even to see the chiid, turning
Christy and the baby away from
his door this past Easter Sunday.
“¥You're a bad omen!” he shouted at
her. Eleven days later he was dead.
What was really going on in Matix's
fife was beyond Christy's direst imagin-
ing. Last Oct: 16 two armed robbers
wearing ski masks attacked a Wells
Fargo armored truck parked at a South
Miami supermarket. They fired a shot-
gun and a semiautomatic weapon, se-
verely wounding a guard, but fled with-
out any money. On Nov. B two banks

Aaravere tobbad nthe same area Dndan.”

10, as a Brink's guard was opening the
back of his truck, dwo skismasked gun- .
men approached him. Without warning,
one shot him in the back with a shot-
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Qun, and the other put a rifle bullet into
his groin as he lay on the ground. Re-
markably, the guard lived. {(Police esti-
mate that the robberies netted about
$100,000.)

The men fied in a car that they soon
abandoned, getling intoc a white pickup
truck. The FBI has traced the car they
abandoned to a 25-year-old man who
disappeared in October after telling his
family he was going target shooting in
arock quarry. (A skeieton recently dis-
covered near the quarry is thought to
be his.) The white pickup truck showed
up again. The men who shot Jose Col-
lazo and stole his black Monte Carlo
were driving it.

After the shoot-put, the FBIswooped
down oh the Matix house, less than two
miies from the gunfight, and carried
off guns and ammunition that Christy
Matix says she never knew existed. As
she packed up recentiy, she piaced a
wooden sign that read, “The Matix's"
on top of a carton of stuffed animals. *|
know I'm going to have to tell my son,”
she said, sorry that the boy might not be
able t0 grow up with his half sister, Me-
lissa. The shoot-out, Christy says, “an-
swered a lot of questions for me.”
She's now undergoing counseling, but
she has no {ears for her former hus-

3 " L2 I
band. "l cried my tears,” she says, “for

the FBIl agents and for Bill's famity.”
—Written by James 5. Kunen, reporied
by Ron LaBrecque
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(1) MATIX VEHICLE INTQ TREE

(2) MANAUZZI PINS MATIX IN... MANAUZZI
MANAUZZI IN BACK AND HEAD AND MANAUZZI RETREATS ACR
BEHIND WALL.

(3) GROGAN (DRIVER) AND DOVE ARRIVE
GROGAN EXITS FROM DRIVER SIDE.

Ahv McNEILL ARRIVES AS MANAUZZI EXITS VEHICLE. McNEILL MOVES TO

.

LEAVES VEHICLE
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PL-Platte

Matixe
Manauzzi
GR - Grogan

McNell Coo

.. MATIX SHaOTS

0SS STREE

DOVE SHOOTS FROM VEHICLE.

MANAUZZI VEHICLE AND SHOOTS OVER HOOD TOWARD MATIX VEHICLE.
HANLON MOVES TO RIGHT REAR OF GROGAN VEHICLE.
MIRELES MOVES TO REAR OF McNEILL VEHICLE.
McNEILL'S HAND SHOT WHILE AT MANAUZZI VEHICLE AND HE MOVES
TOWARD PASSENGER REAR DOOR OF HIS VEHICLE.
MIRELES SHOT IN LEFT ARM AT SAME TIME AS McNEILL.

\  VEHICLES.
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RISNER AND ORRANTIA SHOQT AT PLATT IN FRONT OF RESIDENT
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MA - Matixe
MN - Manauzzi
m , GA - Grogan
‘ ; ) DO - Dove

_ . | MC - McNeil
HA - Hanlon
M - Mireles
A1 - Risner
OR - Orrantia
PL-Platie
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T *McNEILL SHOT BY PLATT AGAIN, TWICE, BACK AND RIGHT EAR

, HANLON FIRES TWO, THEN THREE THROUGH GROGAN VEHICLE
DOOR WINDOW IN DIRECTION OF MATIX VEHICLE.

HANLON SHOT IN RIGHT ARM WHILE RELOADING.

am/: ORRANTIA IS HIT BY BULLET FRAGMENTS THROUGH DASH BOARD

OF HIS VEHICLE.
RISNER SHOOTS AT RIFLEMAN AT RIGHT FRONT OF RESIDENT |
s VEHICLE AND SEES RIFLEMAN HIT.
DOVE SHOOTS PLATT THROUGH RIGHT BICEP (RIGHT SIDE) AND
(RV) LUNG.

MATIXS’ MOVEMENTS UNKNOWN AT THIS TIME, BELIEVED TO BE
MOVING IN SHADED AREA.
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