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To shelr friends and nelghbors, Wil -
Hiam R. Matix and his family-man buddy
| Michael Lee Platt were simply bard-
T working friends who ran & small land--
scz:ging business that bad provided them
?o good homes and hopes fof the fu-
2 *  Yesterday, alter Matix and Platt were

#Ehot desd In & gun-baitle on Southwest

* 8204 Avenus in which twe FBI ggemts -

ssdied and Tive more apents wets wound-
4, a fide L0 thely ives that the two mesn
shad kept hidden began to unravel. -,
“"Im devastated ” sald one woman

» [wihg lives Ig the same Quiet bul-de-gac

u?.

the Hammocks subdivision where Platt
fived with his wife and thelr four chll-
dren for the past year. “Thelr poor Uttle
kids. That's who I'm hurting for.” The
FBI says Matix and Platt actuslly werea
ruthless team of armed robbers and kif).
ers, suspects in & violent string of ar-
mored car and bunk holdups, most of
.them In Kendall. They also are belleved
. to have been the gunmen In two killlngs
8t & West Dade rock pit where police say
they apparently liked to fire off bursts of
gunfire from yutomatic weapons. = -

‘Phatt, 32, lived at 15031 S.W. 88th
Lane, police say. Matix, 35, lived &t
. 19518 5. W, 85th Ave. {p 8 subdivision

.-, called Bouthwoud. Both men's homes

- Rurarp
. e

;7gorper where they died aud the Barnett -

within

b b

a dazen miles nf the steeat
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“Bank on U.S. 1, st Southwest 136th
Street, which police say the men robbed
twice, . oo,

Platt and his wife, Brenda, had lived
in their rented, two-story house less than
2 vear, according to meighbors. Police
briefly sealed off an ares around the
home after the shooting and searched the
Tesidence, which has & for-sale sign in
the front yard. - . .

- Police said Matix was engaged to be

fmarried. .

.. Beth men, who worked with Platt's -
brother, Tim, fo a lawn-mowing and
treestrimming company callied Brosd
Cuiters, had no criminal record either |
<ally or nationally, policesald. . =
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Investigators check the scena whare

shoot-out took place
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favestigators continue to look for & white Ford
pickup betonging 1o Matly that detectives balieve
iy eontaln evidesice that the pair committed other
crimes, Pollee delieve the truck was used In earller -
robbery BELEWRYR.

While there Intially was nnlmn to m&cm tha
twg men were related 1o any revolutionary oF terror-

@ﬁup the PRI dirsctor, Witlkiam H. Webater, said

;?Iagtnn v We are Jooking lnw that sspect very

ﬂﬁfﬁ ¥

Law wnfommem officlale were puxzisd by the
meny’ outward :Jdpemneu %8 average surburhanitsx.

*WWhat the is complately out of characler and
sbnormal to the type of Hves they were Jeading,™ said
Metro police robbery Sgi. Tony Monhelm, =0 vidag.
Iy, these guys were very strange people, but thelr
home lile was normal. 1 don’t undersinng It

A Platt neighbor said be talked $o Platt's i 7vears
old ﬂapson ter the shootlug, but the boy did sat
want 1o dlscuss the [neldent.

“They were just 8 plee family, that's why Tm rm .
llf !n shock," sald the man who arked pot 1o be

Aho £illed o the 10-minute n bhattle, whith wit-
pess sald began near 134th Street snd Southwest
#2nd Avenue, were FBI spoglal agents Bagjawda T.
Grogan, 53, and Jerry Dove, 30. Grogsn wie & 25
;rw 3 H veteran. Dove had been an FBI agm wnee

Grogen, & native of Brunewlck, Ga., v 3, “ver}*
gulel, carihg perpdn -~ & mbther-hen

-mh his friends” scm*&nﬁa Mary Jg!m zba

wife of Davig Jeiiimu. I agent wha wurteﬂ

© with Grogen.

“Grogen war & friend forever,” mﬂd miln@u
sadd. UM, Dove was o good company.”

Helen Bergert, who met Grogsn in the 15608 wm
she worked with the FBY ae & civilfnn, deseribed him
as o mild-manpered man with & pleasant. easy-going
gyk hShéi Jasg &aw h& n}g Cood mmh y whe;d he

rought his mother's PUPRY 2T groG
parlor, Bergert said. s *

Grogan and his wife sttended Visitation tsthcitc‘_
Charch, 18100 N. Miami Ave. A funstal Maas 5838 by -
s:chbishap Edward McCarthy of mml witl Be halﬁ
there at | p.m. Monday. P

Five other FBI agents were woundad:

¥ Gordon McNelll, 43, 8 15-year FBI vetshan mﬂ

supervisory agent, who was !!m\d in seriows but e
ble conditien fn Baptlst Hospltsl with gunshot
wounds to the chest and band.

¥ John Hanlom, 48, & 22-year vetemn &pecm

agent, Hsted In sarfous but stedle copdition fn Ba?

mp{u! with gunshot wounds to the hand and th

W Edmundo Mireles, 33, & six-vear velersn g m

ent. Jisted in stahie condition In South ! Hos-

ni‘ter beﬁng ghot in the arm.

Richard A. Mamuz:i 3. 8 ls~yw veteran
mednx ent, tregted for puperficlal wounds gt Juck-
o8 Memoﬁsl Hospite) and refesspd, -

& Gitbert Orvantia, 27, 8 four-year veleran tpecld
ageot, treatad for mperﬂcm wounds gt Jackson Me-

morial Hospital and ralensad.
¥Rl o mmmmwmwnc,w
ghnﬁin&m ﬂmctorwebfgtr callod X ike

“It is &) tﬂmmﬂm many agénts killod and

Muraam ‘lelnddent. Wewwﬂ&;m

gtr [1) lb “m F Izgﬁs%n m mn,

s Ry W hod:es fmu' hﬂ;m 2 g end-

A4 Qae e:ddem pald De raw of rn regnmi{y kick
‘the bwgwnf‘n Aﬁﬁ g;ia P ; .
£

m

nuﬁ Int§ auiamati: weap:-n ahootln; ;mery uﬂm
m‘m e )
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Metro robbery detectives, working with the
FBL say they hope to close 85 many As eight un- dexin
e ) solved rases with the deaths of two suspects killed ¢

during Friday's shoot-out with FBI agents,

Theagun battle feft two agents, Benjamin Gro-

an end Gerald Dove. dead on & South Dade street.
ive other ggents were wounded.

Metro Sgt. Sandy Guttman, who is working on
the unsolved cases, said Grogan had made & pro-
phetic remark to Metro detectives while they
1 worked on the robbery cases:

“He said, 'Whoever comes scross these guys
first will really have their hands full’

=t all the people it could have happened 1o, it
“}s unbelievable it was him,” 8 saddened Guttman
B said today. “We knew these guys were dangerous
and ruthless.™ -

Potice suspect the gead men, Michael Lee Platt,
33 and William Mafix, 34, were involved in at
Jeast four robberies In Dade County since Oclober
1985, including 8 shooting at & South Dade rock
pit. Gutiman said police are waiting tou_mmio‘t

Please sse FBI, 4A
- 7;5..‘__‘;?. 3 ‘J-: .
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B'; ﬁomm

ﬂngerpﬁnt ang bal-

stion tests that !hey hape will
6t the books ob thoge cases.

FB! agents are working on clos |

. several other duses In which
t and Matly weres suspects,
man sald. He ran dovm g fist
!il hi cases ihat he said Metro
4 the FBI bave reason to helleve
#re connecled o Flatt and Ma-

X,
Guitman sadd Plati bas desn
sntifiad by Jose Collszo as the
3 who robbed him March 12 8t
South Dade rock pit, Collezo, 29,
4 be was targst shooting at the
<k pit pesr Southwest 18tk
.reet and YENhK Avenue when
o men shot him, tossed him ints
e pit aod drove ofl i his bisck
yevrolet Mowte Carlo. Collazo
% Be had plaved dead and then
‘alked thiee miles o call for help.
Cotizzo's Monte Carlo was used

iring the March 18 robbery ol s -

arnett Hank at 13585 & Dixie
JGghway, Guttran aaid. It ala

xs the car Platl and Malx were

n#ﬂwhtn FBI agents spotied

Metro Ik:e Belleve the two ﬁ~
were nvolved in & robhe

3 8teak snd Ale restiurant,
W, Ave, ou Oct, 10, 1985,
-ell canings from a 2:23-¢anber
& W were found 8t

+ scene, Gulimen »edd, Thoss

ﬁ“’ 0
Grogan and Dwe @
’ Gurtms sald.
ee also think Platt and Maux
e Invedved In a felled robbery
2 Loowis armored car at Dalt’s
saurant In Keodall on Ot 13,
88. The puard of the armored
iherarted the robbery sttempt
 firing af the two men.
Meavwhile, mﬂv& are book
.7 & white Ford ;dc&uywﬂg
s orange siripe down the side, B-
m tap 538 CUW Gutiran sald
 belonged to Matix, end
mae belleve fU wis veed &3 & get-

wy car glter Platt and Matx
egséim & Tobbesy In & mlm ’

Guitruan sa¥d Gie impﬂtathlt E

'tumed out.tfhw

%eﬂmsk__‘ ‘h«-epmzadnwm

9{! .

be from the same gun -

'cw:t&

FBI r.hlaf w;betar arrbves lt Mth Miam‘i Haapita!

E’S B?!le $h Center. Fri- servite In Crogen's hoioe
ﬁf shootln % nd per Fﬂ- 73t Visiation amaﬂc%ma fa
ﬁcﬁﬁm weigh ood he!ﬂnﬁ the , North Miamd, wr

myll, Anyooe who finds the tmek i
¥hould not touch i dnd should
Hctro mbbcry ﬁe{mﬁva nt Bgi-

Q. o3

'Lurt night, n mmagatm
watked to wra ﬂf‘ﬁ;m that may
have {svolved the two mes, *
friends of Grogan, 53, gathersd ¢t *
the Bennett & Sons Funeral Honle
iz North Bsd@ ta m the!: wa

PEI agent whorworked with Gro-
fan for 12 vears, $sove 200 miles

- teod the services. -

« “We stayed tlose even sﬂmr! it

S Hred,” Downldng gald, “ie was

sexcellent ngh wmmdln in ey-
;wwsg atmmeemxld da for

S
%lhm Bad different mmx iorr
. siiending the viewl
atwice tmné t Twn
an personally

sald they knew the
lﬁrnéw&-—ﬂ % ‘wife mm iee!ing.

“Police uﬂmte hat auﬂy '
!e, #t least half of them p&!im

ki bome in Rock!adge to et -

Yanoellos’ son, Tony, &0 |

with the Broward Sherdils
wus slot gnd kilisd 78 mont
this week while trying to s
domestic dispute.
*We know how much W
means,” Anthony Yi
said. “jU meant & ot touga
Wmteﬁ to stop by and pay

FBI Director William W
visitad the wounded agenis
apd was to attend Qrogan’s
al later this sfterncon. W
firt vidted soent Ed Mirels
is in fair condition &t South
Hospltal, Me spent flve m
with Bfireles, then flew b
oopter o Baptist Hoepltal
wonnded agenis Gordon B

“gnd Joha Havlon, who wer

{n good condition. Two
agents who were wounded
meles were treatsd gt focal
tals and released Friday.

& funers! Biass to be §
Archbishop Edward McCa
Miami was scheduled for &
Visitation Church. Grogan~
burisd tomorrow in Brup
Ga. Dove, 30, will be bur
morrow ip Charleston, W.¥

UXS. Attorney General
Peese made & special vislt

aml yesierday to meet wi
“wronnded agents and to
. thelr work.

~ tnlé them bow
we w%g for their ucﬁom..!

; aald after wisiting Baptint H
¥ do koow that this was ar
Jent job of locating twa ver

gerous bank robbers.
BMeese suld that the agen:
& tely duting &he
s is the kin
can !u pen,” Mees H.id.
Just glad these two men

RS = + Aeroarren

The Assoclated Press vot
ed :o this report.
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Killers’ secret lives stun their families

By MAKC FISHER
Herald Sicff Writer
¥riday afiernoon In New Madison, Ohlo,
Judy Matix saw the TV news about the
shootings in Mlaml. So did her mother. On
ﬁonday. Matlx rvecalied that she and ber
other &poke thet afterncon and “my
mother sald, ‘Isnt that something about
what happened in Miami?' ™
They went 16 sleep. At 3 a.m,, the phone

rang. It was & relative with the rest of the Ui

“ William Matix, Yvoone Emerick's third
hild, had shot several FBI agents and had

n kilied in the Kendall melee,

“You €@pp't kobw ihe mental strals it

.-.v-.-- LT TR R Y ku————-‘-—-.- -t w0
wb

R e

puts on the family,” sald Judy Matix, the

dead man's oldest sistar, “The way psople

Isok mt you. I can't pleture my brother
doing this kind of thing. He was soft-spo-
ken. He'd help any M .

In Obloc and South Dade BMonday, the
families of the two men who killed two FBI
apents and wounded five others last week
read the news accounts and wondered how
they could have been Ignorant of secret
v?".m Platt, the brother of Mickael Lee
Platt, the other killer in the most devastat-
ing day fo FBl history, sald: “lope of It

= 7 ‘Please fumn to FAMILY /164

“lose Fage 1A
Eduon.
EROWARD- |
- April 15, 1986
I':ﬁ'ﬁ
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It doesn’t make sense
say.alleged robbers @

FAMILY/from 14 o0 | .Men nbt&t ¢ i “Thereis m moneydope
clicks. 3o s aves Mafe in Florida. Its

.Noue of it makes any se‘l;se at gl
would Hlke to bene'?:e Mikey ha hﬂ M“‘mﬂm Just too bad they chose

S

! mothing to do with say of this. But Wlﬂd&ﬂﬁuﬂlu
: ltmnfsmbecutanbc’!dned" : thue T ey todo;tthatway
Tim Platt, who runs a landscap- 1 ' ® M}’ l(lﬁ&, RNy oldest xi-
and tree-trimming business (4T, #2id she &4 pot know potl Tim Platt, brother of killer
Ei!ed Blade Cutters, worked with this week -that her brother’s ;
) youpger beother and Matix d wife had been pregnant _,_-"'-"""""‘"_.- .
,.untll 18 months ago, When Mj- en the marrlage broke np ope |,
chael and Matix spit off o mosth after the eouple elopid d feft everything w Bll's ate
their own company, The Yankee | Judy cald BIIL, who had visited his | motber. BUIL Matix npever lnE

Clipper. | family lti mmwéuﬁm tolg iﬁ:w uim.' n:gmother_
°t was the two of them, &RYODs thers was a who met Plait when
, w:;gful mhtt‘tmd Matix, operating !.sh' Desplte his father's alcohol- EGY were military policemen in
© B Qulte well e home. They | 544 son, Bl Matlz was devisiated | Offersd bim @ fob with the
“both familles say they had _.g ,-wyxen bis Jather died. He attenled Aandscaping compangro Matix's
money problems.” Sull, Tim Plant fuseral -1y~ Cin fived in
said, the two broke away from his . WPt 2o the

fo

. L i ' | el e
v nmn:" mnt_.r:f ag':rga‘ry =;.‘?',§ of Colum ﬂ!‘Bﬂl into M
ﬂ!mth! and that wai gtron, Feie stk to
'; W:&ou;ht ngfhﬁdf gmm@cduwuuﬂ
could make a kot of money in a tﬂ,?g‘u. Judy 3 aald.
; ihis bosiness. There s money 15 be Lo s happens. Al thess
made .‘?t‘l]uqm sﬁﬂWWMW.ltm‘tu
chose o do it that way.” ng his wife and
! cholce wras ‘A ir'was Buot he was to
to Puld upi ‘E’S? Fiches 5 s fhurch 4nd it geemed OKM——=
through" g 9eies d:&.ﬁ And

|
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e
-
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‘Smiling, happy guy’
anscendt [ S

The Batives blame Platt for
leading Bill to & life of crime. Tim
Flatt says that doesn’t make sense:
“My brother didn't own any guns,
1o my knowledge. He was a
smiling, bappy guy — no drinking,
w0 drugs, no smoking. He was not
your typical ¢riminal.™

Platt, who came from & military
family, was born in Bloomington,
Ind., and grew up on naval bases
arpupnd the country. He was, his

bardbhae sald Hiho hast me.. thae
}ONIVLGT BlIN, WHE VRl QIVLIGE , Wit

best friend.” . .
1t was Matix who owned guns,
always had. Matlx, who joloed the
t Marines right out of high school,
%served three tours in the military.
Then be went o meat-cuttin
school, then learned to be a chef.
He was an excellent wood carver.
| He owned g pistol and & rifle when
he lived in Columbus.
The turning poing in Matix's life
came when his wife Patricis £nd
another woman were murdered on
“Dec. 30, 1983, In the Columbus
bospital where she worked as &
“pesearch assiztant.
To this day, the case s & sore
for the Columbus police. Unti)
is weekend.. there were few
MNow police say they have re-
opened the flles. Monday after-
_poon, they called Metro-Dade po-
lice to sk for the latest oo
Willlam Matix.

Romarvasamet®

Seiting the Record Stralght

. An article fn Monday's Herald
of church services at Riverside

Baptist Church ¢ld not fully report Iob

. the actions of » Chaanel 4 televi-
_ sign crew, The crew had asked for

»

and ryecelved permission from
church officlals 1o film (o the
of the church, but left when
Dr. Emit Ray, the minister, object-
ed to the camers. e
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Cops see 8 cases.
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Metro robbery detectives, warkisg with the FBi,
say they mEe to close ¥5 many a5 eight unsolved

[ cases with the deaths of twd suspects

Friday's shootout with FBI agents.

The pun battle Jeft two ig,:)nt.s. Bt:ymﬁn Grogan
snd Gerald Dove, dead on a South Dade
oiker agents were wounded in the meles.

FEI Director William Webster planued o visit the
wounded sgents today, hospital officials said. Web-
ger alse was o attend today's Tugeral services for

T, : _
‘ Metro Sglo Bandy Gutiman, who how Is workiang
L on the unsolved cases, said Grogan had made & pro-

Hed during.

street. Five '

. on the robbery cases:

tied to men in FBI shootout ..

ClassHicaton;
mmﬁf\g m&'@!‘f MIAMI

‘h&ma:

phetic remark o Metro detectives while they worked
e LT . R
“He sald, "Whoever comes scross these guys firat
wifl reall{' have their hasds fult* ... 7 -
01 all the people I could kave dappened to, &8 is
sabelievable It was hing™ & ssddened Guitman asid
early today. “We knew these guys were dangerous
and ruthless™ T S o
FPolice suspect the dsad men, Michas) Lee Platy, 3%,
and William Malix, 34, were lnvoived o 8t feast four
robberies in Diade County since October 985, includ:
ing a sheoting 8t 2 South Dade reck pit. Guitman said
A fice trevu;';isin& tor gm&u t;il' fi.ingerprim ang bal
#UC tests thal they hope wi close tkg hooks on
FBI rggente are working on slosing several sther

7.--@.”_’

L4 ]
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cakes fn whith Platt gndl Matix were suspects, Guit-
miin s8ld, He taid he didn"t have details on those
Guttman said Platt hay been ifantified o~
Jazo ag the man who rpbbed him March 12 8¢ 8 South
Dade rock pit. Collaze, 20, said he was target shoot-
fng al the rock pit near Southwest 16th Street sag
“1ATR Avenye when twé men shol bim, tossed him'in-
1o the pit and drove off in his black Chevrolet Monte
Carld. Collazo sald he had played desd and then
Jualkad theee miles to call for help. :
- oHaze's Monts Carlo wis used diring the March
19 robbery of » Barnett Bank &3 13585 5. Dixie High-

z
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’ h Pleass see FBI, €A
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oy, Guitman szid. It also was the
r that gmmn?d Matix were
2§ when | salE tad
them éridly.« e s \
- Metro police belleve the two el
#b were Involved In a robbery st
he Steak and Ale restdurant, 90
5%, 87th Ave, on Oet, 10, 1885,
Shell casinge from & .223-callber
automstic weapon were found st
the scene, Guitman sald. Those
adings may be from the same gun
used to kill Grogan and Dove on
Friday, Guitman ssld.
 Polics aleo think Plant and Matix

- wvere [nvolved fo B falled robber

of & Loomis armored car st Dalt’s
restaurant ia Kendall on O¢t. 17,
1885, The guand of the armored
ear thwarted the robbery sttempt
by fring at the two men.
Mesnwhile, police are koking
for o widte Ford 150 plckup wi
an orange stripe down the side, Ui-
cetise fay 538 CUW. Guttman sald
the truck belonged to Matix, and
police believe it was used 5 & got~
awey car afier Plitt and Matix
eommitted & robbery i & #lolen
vehicle.

Guitmean said he guspects that
the truck may be od nenr the
Dixie Belle Shopping Center. Fri-
€ay's shootng otauTed o 5 resl-
dentisl nelghborhood behind the
mall. Anyone whe finds the truck
zghould not touck it and should eall
Metro. robbary Setectives at 547+

Tast anlght, s {avestigalors
wrkgﬁmwr:gupmthatw
have juvolv

tha two men,

trfends of Grogan, 53, gathered at
ibe Beopett & Sonx Funers! Home
In North Dade t pay their re-

TPotice estimste that nearly 300

" people, 8t Jeast half of them police

officers repressntin depqmm iy
throughoul Soulh Florlda, turned
oul. Riost also-attended the r

service in Grogan's honer 3t ¥isi.
tﬁm Catholle Churel o North

Jim 'Downinl( a former Miami
FBI agent who worked with Gros
o for 12 years,

Edwin Msose, right, laaves :ﬁipﬁgt"ﬁm&hl yosterday
with Miami FBI spacial agent

v drove 200 miles.
rom his in Rockiedge to at

Josaph Corless
tnd (he services. :

“We slayed close pven after { res
tred,™ Downing said. “He was an
axceilent %ﬂi‘ cutstanding in ev-
BYY WEY. t more could I do fof,
] Tend?” L ,
' had Effereal reanons for
AT g the viswing and
gervice. Anthony and - ¥Yannel
3o never knew Grogan persanally.
Byt they sald they knew the ggzn
that Bis wife was feeling. The
Yannelios' son, Toany, ke officer
with the Broward Sherlff's Office,
was shot and iiilad 18 months ago
this week while frying tasettie.s

e e A A . e £ =



[

£

¢ @spute.
'.‘ *Re kpow l\owmehthemv-
meshs,” Anthony Yanpello
llid “It meant & lot to us and we
wmted to stop by and PAY our re-

Nmrﬂ Mass to be nld by
Mth Edward McCarthy of
‘Sdlanil was scheduled for 1 p.m

tpday ot Visjtation Chureh. Grogan .

“buried tomorrow in Bruns-
wick, Ga. Dove, 30, will be buried
JAomorrow in Chulestan. W.a

Two wounded sgents, Gordon
HcHd!L 43, and John Hanion, 48,
‘were io ;eod conditon early tndny
tt Bn Hospital, & spokesworm.

d. A third sgent, erelﬂ‘
umﬂned {n {alr conditlon tods

Soyth Miami Hoepital. Two ™
were {reated at Jocal hospltals and -

deleased Friday.
. US. Attoroey Geberal’ Edwin
Meeumdellgddmltmw-

‘wounded uenu and to pnhe
thelr work.

“1 just told them how p
3a3d after %ﬁ'ﬁ?ﬁ?amm
4 do Enow that this was an excel-

mb of locating {:vo yery dan-
Meese nld thet the agents acted
apgm'tm ‘during the shootout.
of thln that

;unhippen, Kom mald. *
thue two men wcre

¥

s

.
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By MARC FISHER

And BRIAN DUFFY
—terait-Sicl]

Writgrs

As retatives buried the second
FEI sagent elain in last week's
suburban shoot-put, detectives
Tuesday Investigated tonnections
between killers William Matix and
§iichael Plait and Souih Dade’s
Rock Pit robbery .

At a West Dade rock pit on
March 12, two men shot and
wounded Jose Collazo and robbed
him of his gun, money and
Chevroiet Monte Carlo — the very
same car Matix and Platt used In
fhﬁuy';ﬂ!r:;ndau shogté-oj:t;u Dugng

e gunfight sgents Benjamln Gro-
gan and Eﬂ‘tld Dove were killed
angd five olhers were wounded,

— ,Christy Matix Insisted early this

yesar that unleas ber busband
ggreed to pay her £500 g month In
child support, she would “simply
fet the husband forget.the boy
ever existed.” :

The disintegrating home life of
Matix, the born-again Christian
who would g0 on to become the
main marksman {n the bloodiest
event In FBI hisiory, was one of
peveral developments Tuesday:

@ In South Charleston, W, Vs,
400 local, state and federal law
eoforcement officers, inciuding
FBI Director Willlam Webster,
sttended & private funeral service
for Speclal Agent Dove. His pant.
ner, Grogan, will be buried today
in Brunswick, Ga.

s emniim @ # mamd Bl s

Watiz and Phat! aiso were kilked TWE TAPUR & daal fresn

One of D rock gt robbers W8 Bgenis™ Wabhater, who
cxrried a Ruger Mink-16 semiante-  felivered Te . “Durry Bowe
matic rifte, the same type of guven tr;“w?u can. He served dis
wi?&"onnégi.y. sgrinst FBI @ Detectives Investigating the
-a“n Warch 12 took  Case Tuseday finlshed we

face 8t 10 a.m. Four and & half
r5 later, Matix sat In & well.
furnished Coral Gables law pffice,
responding to qQueries sbout his
Alunres, eourt records show,

Court files show that Matix's

' second wife, Christy Horne Matix,

&sked a Dade court 1o dissolve her

marriage last October, She gaid

she Uved with Matix for less

than two months and that the

marrisge war-“Erretrievably bro-
en.”

m witnesses and preparsd &0
ef FB! supervisors on their

findings Thursday. State Atlorney.
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: 4
h::tth R&no will !lie.‘ e:te?ndt:
whether to gopductan lnqu
the deailu W

- @ Metro pflice looked anew at
Ahe Geath of Michael Platt’s wife,
Reging, who died on Christmas
Eve, 1984. Metro homicide lovesti-
tors said statistics cast doubt on
e Initlal ruling of suicide. She

was sald to heve fired & shotgun

fnto her head, 2 method of sulcide
farely used by women.

B The Nads madical sraminar's

W OES f WAN T WA T Y D 435

office compleied autopsies on the

four victims ol the Friday shoot.

out. But & spokesman for the offlce

refused to divelge the resulls,

I‘eren'ing guestions to Metro po-
ce. -

& FBI agents around the nation
began efforts {0 reconstruct thelr
Hves, fooking Into the two men's
childhoods, education, military
service, employment and famiiy
Felations.

¢ FBI psychologists arrived in
Mami to counsel the imjured
ggents and at least two backu
agents who arrived at the Kendall

t;oult ;li;tler ge golencil :ng
pow fee ty that couldn
. 8o more to save Thelr ?apwm

Siatixs dvoree cose, which Sies
tndicate had pot been settied by
Fridsy, sheds lirtle Hght on the
dissofution of & marriage that
lesied only Jong é¢nough for e
Sochand o Nind ot that M wite

was prerfmnt.

In & November response to his
wife's petition, Matix sgreed the
marriage was hopeless, But the
co{:i{le could not agree on how to

e ; Lk
" Christy Matlx -wanted custody
of their child, & boy bom this

) e | Y e 1

“for

" e abifity,” &
from herhwz;nlo
" Si—dbatix oot

aspume the burden of & t,
then be should pot be the répd.;r:nt
of any of Utz bepefits,” Thomson

At Dove's funerdl In West
Virginla, Special Agent Bob Ross,
:r!:ln :d.;h with Dove ;.wt!gen he died,
praleed | pariner of the pasi nine

“We were as close &z any two
agents ever were,” Ross sald. “At
t!ie tfnd. Jerry was up front where

&% 8iWays Wilied 10 be. He was a

front-line guy all the way."

Grosks e i Sy

1] [ when_they died

on & Kendall street. =z
“It was very qulc’k." llns gsig.

, an agent for eArS,
calied Dou“a “thmwhncl{" to
what law eaforcement officers
used %0 be

*He bad enthusizsm, desire gnd
dedication fn plenty,” Ross said.
“His sense of bumor was unique,
he loved people and he belleved in
what he was doing. A
besutiful person.”
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taps’ theory on killers:

“By MARTIN MERZER

T Herald Senior Writer

o

COLUMBUS, Ohio — Five days
after William Matix and Michael
Platt killed two FBI sgents In a
gunfight on & Kendall street,
. detectives are pursuing a bizarre
. theory of spousal homicide — that

esth man murdered the other's
" wife.

Columbus Police Capt. Antone
Lenate said Tuesday that Plattis a
suspect in the murder of Patricia
Matix.

Bememr—

At o . W

-

o

'Each slew the other’s wife

In South Florida, investigators
wani t0 know where Matix was
when Platt’s wife died of a
shotgun blasi, believed suicide at
the time. :

*The two men were super-
tight,” said Metro-Dade robbery
Sgt. Tony Monheim. “They went
everywhere together. [-mean it
was ridiculous. X think they might
have even had some kind of pact
together to kill their wives." So

rancmm—
Please turn lo MATIX /84

—;Dﬂc .
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Pair killed wives,
police suspect |

After his spouse was slain, !

Matix collected insurance

'MATIX /from 1A

far, the detectives have Httle
evidence. Bul they think that, at
feast In the murder of Matix's
wife, they miy well have s
meotive: money,

Mastix, who along with Platt

Antone sald lnvuﬁﬁt:u e

to determine i Matix and

Platt joined In & pact to kill their

wives &8 a prelude to thelr Ue of
erime. .

$atiz and Platt are suspected in

2 pumber of violent bank and

armored ¢ar robberies In Soath

gt

\\\\\\

dlad in the gun battle, collected Florida.
sore than 000 from Inear- Flant's first wife, died
snce policies oa his wife, mur  from a sholgun Bast to the haed In

agiinst the bhospltal, The Miami
Hapt. Lancts seld his § they'l the
pt. ta nvestigs- tors eyl reopen that case,
S0rs WAIE Laver m% éﬂo
Matiz’s resction to hWa wife's pomeone shathel o Seath Doth
death or elements of his alibl, but  Patricla- Matlx, 30, and Joyce
m fiad no besls oo which to file  McFadden, 33, Both worked as
ges. ry
The crazed shoot-out last Friday Methodist Hoepital in Columbus.
revesled a dark ¥ Paolice have been stumped by the
side of the se- oy
gret lives of the
two, both seem.
ingly law-abld- WS
ln; family men. i
*Whet bap- B °
ned last week |
Mlami relses
& whole asw
dimension in
this case,” Lan-




I3

F1E.000 on the sale ¢f his bome,
and collectad other funds from the
ule of nal Hams.
eswoman aid the hospl
s inswance policy: did not
kn:hxde a doudle-indemnity provl-
alon and the 350,000 figure was
“foo high.” She conflrwed, howev-
&, that Matlx recelved & gix-figure
iasurance payment.

Lanats, the police capinin, said
Toesday that the pewspaper ac-
LoUnt was “egsentially accurate.”
He also sald br believed Batx
receivad 2 $50,000 payment from
& state compensation program for
£rime vigtima,

The new Jaaper aisc guoted ¥
family friend a3 saying that Matix
“gefinitely had a prodlem with
money” snd that he and hiz wife

“&0‘%’ 8. %
fa the §3 mithon frewnlt, Metin
soed the and teg “John

Dioes™ ~ the unkuown coustruce
tion worker entified a2 & eup
pect, and the firm for which he

The tuit, mm fn the Frankla
Couaty o( Common Pleas,
cherges the tal with pegl-

gem:e for alle prwidiag md-
equ&te mrfg t chu es both
death.
Themwn meaan Dec. 30,
_I985, the final day before the
“statute of Umitstions for sucth &

fawsult would have expired.
ﬁsﬁz‘s Ge‘nmhus tawyer, Craf

- Trenet!, his ¢lient peem
:&erwtakﬂagﬂmﬁm Trenefi
the case after

anciher attorney refused, mying it
mx wo fiimey.

trterested bn secing c&lﬁ“g wurder, bot

gdmmmwgt and

ter,” Trenel! sald, “He
i be podxed.”

Treoe!! anid Matix relsted the
oty of his wife's death and bl
owy alibl several times, Trenef!
gald he found so malor inconsis-
fencies.

Matizx told investigsiors and
others that be was home with the
baby &t the idme of the murders,
Tanats sald Tuesday that Matix
wus never able to provide definl
tive corrcborating Mdence. but
Investigutors were equally unalile
mﬂm enough evidence againg

feoats exid Be'll send some
!avesﬂg‘amn to South Florlda €0
Oue thing they want
fo do 1s track Platt's movements at
S Sl BEatix's wife wos kilhed.
‘I}espm Falricls Wlx Seath,
e brwmdt - tocheloally filed oo
roenud, sccordig b Treaett s0g
mom ¢ for the bospital.
neff sald he expected it
o he dmppad sveatually, and, In
any svent, he war preparing W
withdraw from the caue,

financial laterests of his dangh-
glin’ Bave

B seems that Treneﬂ‘ e
among the my eople. who
gw t be knew i Ratix,

4

o | h;d po ides he was apparents
by involved o the degres of
eriminal activity be was Involved
fo fn Miaml™ Trenef! said. “So,
gvenﬂsemm&!!m;
relstionship with & person In
which § falled to dscern his true
characteristics, m not comforts
Ebiy with the cass,

*I'm pot doubt snythin
ke told mt Alw ;g!hgu

Treoef! did not

Rot finixk ghe sew-
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‘in horror
FBI’s plan of attack blew up in traged

{ .
By BRIAN DUFFY

| yraid-Sidl Writer ‘“‘t PRt ¢ - .

. 1;*;; A hrightkel&ar moreing, }uﬂi mer‘% The FB!S!\OB‘ L —
p'olock, and the poky trafflc was up toits ysus p :
tricks on South Dixie: stop, start, stop, start. A Second in a series
typical mess. It kad been this way for several

Fridays now. The FBI agents in their big, ‘*Aﬁentim ail unlie,” the FBl car radios
comiortable cars, Fighting the traffic. Watch-  ersckied. “We're behind a black  wehicle,

Wi w40 o o, s

e

- .

b gt

i ing, waiting #nd making small talk on the car  (wo-door, Florida license NPJGR1. We're .
radios. beaded south on South Dixie, wo. novth on
There had been sothing. Sowth Dixie™

Ng sign of the bank robbers whose pecullar 1. was Grogan. Every agent in South Florida
brand of gratultous violence prompied the FRI  knew his bark, the precise, gravelly voice
sud Metro-Dade police to flood the Suniland  clipping esch word. Special Agent Benjamin P.
srea of South Dixie Highway with agents from  "Grogan was something of & legend ia the FBI'a

& high-priority task force. Frideys are paydays: Miami fleld oifice. He had been with the “ “
' days are best for robbing banks buresy 25 years, and he hag done it all
-

Lt ¥%8 1
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Lenmastrorisennncat

Now be war behind & durk Monte Carlo
movieg up the highway In the Jousy traffic.

The ¢xte: April 11, 1886, The time: 8:17 &.m.

“North op South Bixie” Grogan repested.
“1Z4th Street. & black Monts Carlo. Two mudes
In i, NPERLY

Twelve agents were walting in cars nearby.
Every one of them koew the tag number. It
belonged to & man named Jose Collaze

Almost a month ago, on March 12, two men
shot Collaze four times and left him for dead in
& West Dade rack pit. ’

“Rednevis,” b called them when he
regained consciousness. They took his money,
his gun and hiz Monte Cario. FBI agenis think

S Please i o SHOOT-DUT / 204

A GRAPNIC

& RECONSTRUCTION/20A

N e L

A

B W ounded ang dazed, Mireles
B ompties his revolver, Kilk
Withiam Batix and Nii«n

m% Piait.




'l'he FBI ..,.‘aool-Out A Recol ,Iruclinn

Prlmed to do battle,

lawmen knew they could dle

SHOOT-OUT /from 204
bied to & phone and dialed 911.

thing to her husbend, but 90

how ehe may have commun!ated
her fears. McNelll wes the only
sgent wearing a bulletpmot vest

The slug struck McNeill in the
back just outside the buHetproof

vest. As the bullet ripped into his ~

The first time he got It wrong.
Matiy was rrnnrhh\g hetwoen
the right front corner of the
» Cutlass and the left {ront of a gold
Camaro, which belonged to anoth.
er resident. He began firing. Al the
game {Ime, Agent Manauzzi was
scrambling out of his gray Buick.
Platt, still in the driver's seat of
the Monte Carlo, fired the shotgun
at Manauzzi. Buckshot grazed him
» scross the back.
Mnnauzz.i was the first agtnt
BOWH He crawled io COVeEr,
Seconds later, Grogan and Dove
pulled up, Tight behind Mansuzzi's
car. They saw Platt with the 15
:hhotgun 'r’h-}:yﬂshtii hurn:d!y out ‘ =k
- & driver’s-side door, knelt in s
sparse grass behind the left rear of : GE&ALD‘I!*O\'E‘ e
their Buick and begsn firing. Both )
bad 9mm semi-sutomatic pistols,
but they couldn't get & clear shot
st Platt. Apparently, they didn't
even see Matix, ducked down
between the Cutlass and the Matix missed him, McNeill dove Agents Grogan, Dove_and Han-
? Camaro. behind the trunk of his car. lon were still trying to get & clear
Speclal Agent Gordon McNedil, Other agents were joining the ghot at Platt. He was hiding
supervisor of the bank robbery battle. between the Monte Carlo and
surveillance, came tearing south Agent Hanlon ran from his gold  Mansuzzi’s car. Dove and Grogan
down 82nd Avenue io a creamy Chrysier after crashing into the were using the Smms. Hanlon had
yellow 1983 Buick LeSabre. He FPL wall. Sumeone had writienon  a five-shot Smith & Wesson he
jerked the car to a halt, the front  the wall; “Psychotropic Drugs pulled from an ankle bolster. He
end perpendicular to the back of  Kill.” Mireles, Hanlon's partner, was hit once in the hand but kept
Manauzzi’s car and the front of dove alongside McNeill behind the  firing.
Grogan's. Lefab‘:;! h‘e l;;dga ;‘b?tgun. Hand. Behind the f..eSabri.h Mireles was
b 3 s s t McNeill In the han ing 1o get & clear shot st Matx,
‘It wasn’t doom !Smrrti u?e& ?;Pt firing ‘l:is mu::;;ho! :’tl ?3wuaubout 30 yards awsy,
; esson. As he to Il beiween the Cutlm anc! the
thsfmf_mfc’iﬁ:’w:g‘:‘lﬁ“fgﬁ reload, Matix hit him in the back Camaro. ’
V : :“ ing :23: about the surveli  With the Ruger Minl-14. it was Matix who got & ‘cleaz
» tan u“uu wasn'l doom.” she sald. The weapon fires slugs at 3,200 ghot at Mireles. The projectile
“It was Just realizing that if and ject 8 second. It ls designed so that ‘caught him In the left forearm.
when they did catch up with these ¢ 223-caliber slugs spln out of severin J the bone in one place end
two lhzt p robablyp something the barrel, tumbling almost. When  gplinte it in others.
would ha they strike the human body, they leeles Jumped to the ground
§ Elaine PhicNeill had been s Shred internal organs, in his Windbreaker. Three
i sécretary in the FBI office for - Ageats down. S
3 eight years. She didnt say uyv Shot in the back * e Bpecdal asentr!onald Relgner

snd Glibert Orrantls were braking
0 a halt ms Mireles dell. They
stopped about 40 yards north of
McNeill's car on the west side of

--4Buring the shoot-out. Mﬂﬂ@. SicHelll stutmbled aix  the road.
Unfortunately, & Aidnt M “ipards Into the ‘middie of 82nd  Relsner s IS\VATMM
mwuch. Avenue and fell. Two apents were  gud he had bis 9mm with blm. He
McNelll Is & big blond guy, and  down. aw Mstix crouching sear the
when he jumped from his car he Roughly 30 seconds had eélapsed Cutlass and opened up. Matix
made ad—eary-target. Somehow, since the Monte Carlo crashed. returned the fire. He hit Qrrantia.

= r—n
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THE KILLERS

agast

good bya

Four sgents down.
The time: $:21,

Returning fire

Matix kept bobbing up &nd
down beside the Cutlass lke a
carnival target — only he was
geturning fire. Relsner concentrat-
ed on Matix. One slug ricocheted
off the roof of the Cutlass and
Jodged in & trim board on the roof
of the duplex, Another struck the
Camaro, tearing & strip of psint
from the f{ront hood. Thet builet,
too, bounced off and lodged in the

roof,

Flpally, Relsner hit his mark.

He got Matix in the left forenrm
and the stug ruptured ap artery. &
coroner would later describe this
as & “gpurting wound.” Ii spraved
blood Io & narrow jet, all over the
ground and the slde of the car.

What &t !ﬂled to 6o was stop
lhtlz. .

" The gunman crept awsy Irom
Refsner toward the trunk of the
Cutlass ~ and towsrd agents
Grogan, Dove and Hanlon. Relsner
o longer had a clear shot.

He screamed at Grogan, Dove
and Hanlon.

“He's coming sround! He's £om-

ing around!”

The three agents, still crouched
behind the trunk of Grogan's
femon-yellow Bujck, were concen-

triting on Platt. They didn’t hesr
Relsner. And they didn't see Matix
— until it was too late.

Suddenly he was leaning over
the trunk of Grogan's Bulck. He
was aiming the Ruger.

Last words

“Oh, my God!" Grogan gasped.

" It was the iast thing he said.
Matiz shot Grogan once i the
chest, severing the worta. The
sgent died {nstantly.

Matix then shot Dove four
gimes, twice in the head, He too
died lnmnuy Hanlon, without
smmunition, lay on the ground.
Matix shot him in the groin, and
Hanlon passed dut.

Seven agents down.

Matix stepped over the two dead
~ agents. He s¥w Mireles in the red
windbresker, sitting In the road
behind the trunk of McNelll's
{eSabre. The agent was dazed and
bleeding. -

Matix fired and missed.

Blood sipurung from his arm,
Matix collapsed into Agent Gro-
gen's car and pulled himself to the

pu'senger sde.
$latt made bis wny around the

front of Grogan’s car and gtarted
toward the driver's seat. “—— -

They were trying to get away.

Mireles, 33, & huge, muscular.
man of 250 pounds, was stiil on
the ground. But he levered the
ghotgun up with his good right
arm and fired.

The bhst struck Platt in the
foot. He leaped inio -the car.
Mireles Jired at least twe other
times the pellets ripping into the
engine of the car, .

¢ car wouldn't start. When
Platt turned the ignition, the
slarter whined.

No one' can say

No one, pot even Mireles, can
say precisely what happened mext.

Police sirems screamed in the
distance, closer and closer. Agents
lay dead and wounded around him,
and Mireles had emptied the
shotgun's five rounds. The shell
;jlsings lay on the ground beside

m

. Agen! Relsner was running to-
ward Grogsn's car and the two
gunmen. Even now, Reisner
doesn’'t remember whether he put
his bulletproof vest on or held it in
front of him ike a shield. The few
eyewitnesses said -he held it in
front.

- Somehow, Mireles ;ot to his
fest.

There were a!rnost seven yards
between him snd Grogan's car.
Walking slowly, losing blood and
barely consclous, Mireles walked
the distance, emptying his Smith &
Wesson revolver &% the two men in
the car,

He ghot Platt in the spine. He hit
Matix In the face. Then he shot
Matix {n the sploe. Both men were
paralyzed.

Moments later, they were dead

Incredibly, Mireles was still on
Bis feet when ke reached the car,
Agent Relsner rep up behind him.
He looked once af Platt and Matix
fa the front seat. Then he essed
Mireles 1o the bloodied grass.

The time: #:22. it was siiii a
bright, clear morning.

MONDAY: A chn;ed nelghbor-

P—




“The FBI Shoot-Gut: A Reconstruction

~ Death bathed

sunny day in horror

—SHOCT-OUT /from JA e g Platl had picked up his best friend,
2 ¢ : | William Matix, 34, s violence-
the car had been used in severst £ €1ONY CAT S't'op’ *~T prone born-again Christian. Matix

bank robberies after it had been

stolen. They wanted it bedly,
“We're looking good™ It was

Grogan aguin. “NPJ.881."

In the car with him, Grogan's

pariner was ready. This was what

agent Grogan
ordered. ‘Let’s d
it |

and heavy boots, Earlier he hsd
kissed his 2-year-old daughter,
Belissa, and said goodbye 10 the
housekeeper. She zald later she
never ssw the 357 Magnum

wore work pants, blue pullover |

4 it was all ghout, for Special A&
i . ent
Geé'a!d D'cd)vz. He E:d f?:w degrgg . :u“n‘:r;dr foto the ifﬂher shoulder
and could have had an easy job " Platt was dressed almost exact!
behind 8 desk. But be was a!wu’oys Kid. He was 30. On this Friday, he liki Matlx, except for a bulky vest
telling friends how much he loved was wearing his usus! surveillance | that concealed his shoulder hol-
his work as & field agent. outfil: faded jeans, trendy tennis ! ger 7t held a much fancier gun, a
Grogan and Dove both loved the shirt and running shoes. : | 357 Dan Wesson revolver losded
Wwmult of the streets. But ib some . with .38-caliber rounds. Gun shops
“;lys they were different, em- Good marksmen often sell the Dan Wesson in &n
blems almost, one of the old FBI, - ocak case with two to four inter-
the other of the new FBL “Both agents were trained In changeshle barrsis. Depending on
On this Friday morning, Grogan SWAT team tactics. They were  ¢he number of barrels, the gun
v:?re a light blue bution-down good marksmen, In great shape. goes for anywhere from §400 to
shirt 25d dark Ye. He favored the Before Dove left bome Friday. ggob. — A
kind of beavy brogues that used o be listened absently to the morn- ‘ .
L ¥ be made with erepe and gum-rub- ihg news &s he shaved. There
ber soles, the kind that gave _seemed to be lots of talk of terror
2ld-time !afvmen the mickname | this morning: Terror in the Middle s
“gumshoes.’ ' East, in Europe. Terror in the T
Before he'd ieft home, Grogan | skies. i
had done his usual 50 push-ups. He . As Grogan and Dove followsd
Was a marathon runner who ran | the dark Monte Cario, they
N oo his Junch hour every day at | couldn’t know that the ferror was
Miami’s Moore Park, 765 NW gsm about to hit home.
St. He worked hard at staying in | - The Monte Carlo made a right
shape, but he hiad to. After &fl, he | turn on Southwest 117th Street
was 53, a year {rom retirement. The driver was Michael Platy, 32, 8
With hic shaggy brown hair, ?ecuntr man who mowed lawns
Dove fooked almost like g college | lor » Uving. He had spotted
: Grogan's car. It was a hard car fo
» miss, 8 bi% lemon-yeliow Bulck
Century, 1 sl It hed 2
srown roof. e
‘The time: £18.
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Rl 4

4D rounds a minute

4 e —a——
in the Monte Carlo, Mallx and
Flatt had two other wespons on
the seat. Platt liked the short
Smith & Wesson 12.gauge shot-
gun, fitted with & pistol grip. The
fun has mo stock and measures
about three feet. Matix had a
Ruier Mini-14 semi-automatic as-
ssult rifle. It hes s folding stock
and 2 30 shot-clip. It can {ire 40
reunds & minute. o

Grogen and Dove &idn't koow
exactly what was in the Monte
Carlo as they trailed it through the
quiet neighborhood.

“Southwest 8151 Road, heading
aputh again,” Grogan said calmly
into the car radio. Other agents
were moving in fast.

“Right behind ya, babe, give me
a cross street”

It was Special Agent John
Hanlon. He was in a gold Chrysler,
1983 model. Special Agent Edmun-
do Mireles was in the seat beside
him.

The Monte Carlo turped right on

120th Street, then a quick left ontp Imgﬂ any gunfire.

82nd Avenue. Special Agent Rich-
ard A. Manguzzi, in & gray Buick,
fell in behind the gold Chrysler.
That made four cars in & row:;
The suspects in the Monte Carlo,
Grogan and Dove In the yellow
Buick, Hanlon snd Mireies in the
gold Chrysier and Manauzzi in the
gray Buick. ’
They were doing about 35 miles
an hour ss they passed Dr. H.R.
Frick's Anlma! Orthopedic Hospi-
tal and the rear of & Farm Suwore,
where deliverymeén were unload-
ing boxes.
“Ben, we're right behind ya.
Ben,” Hanlon redioed. "Do you
wam—to-do 11? Let's do it."

[,

the FPL station, Just north of the

“Let's get some marked units,  peote Carto o o O B

let’s get some,” Grogan sald,

Happened too fast

They dido’t. Everything hap-
peoed too fast.

*§ just looked at them and there
gre guys holding up something in
the car,” Grogan said. BMatix and
Platt were grabbing their guns.

The time: 8:18. Grogan made a
decision.

“Felony car stop,” be ondered.
*Let's do it"

At the FBI Academy in Cuanti-
o, Va., every sgent is taught how
to make 8 felony car stop. The
procedure 15 dlagrammed, execut.

ed and reviewed as carefully as g

military landing or a football play.
Other law enforcement agencies
teach modified versions of the
felony car stop procsdure, In
every case, the object is to stop a-
fleeing wvehicle while enabling
police ts control the wvehicle's
movement and maintain cover

his time, it didn't work.

Platt got the car going agein.
completed the U-turn and boited
porth. The stall gave Manauzzi

st enough thme tO complete his

-turn. As the Monte Carlo rock-
eted north up the street, Mansuzzi
;ia‘;nmed it hard on the driver's

€.

The two cars careened up and
over the sidewalk and slammed
into 2 Z0-year-old bottiebrush tree.
They had traveled msybe 30
yards, locked together. Startled
neighbors peered from windows.
The time: 9:20.

“The bloodlest shoot-out’ in FBI
history began seconds later.
Matix clambered out the Monte

‘Carlo’s passenger-side  window.

He couldn't get bis door open
because it was wedged tightly
sgainst & car already parked in the
driveway, # shiny black Cutlass. It
belonged to Cory Sukert, 21, a
University of Miami senior, He
was in the house, looking out.
He saw Matix. clenching the

' "Minl-14 sssaulf rifle, slither across

Grogan accelerated around the ' the Cutlass' hood. Sukert thought

Monte Carlo, almost certainly on
the driver’s side, acecording . o
crime-scene technicians who mes
sured tire trecks afterward, Han-

it - et

lon, in the gold Chrysler, gunned
the eagine and tzied ‘o pull vp on
the right side of the Monte Carlo,
&s Manayzzi moved up behind it

Platt swerved the Monte Cario
to the right, bashing Hanlon's gold
Chrysier on the left front querter
panel and driver's door. Both cars
rebounded and spun out obeeniral.

The Chrysler knotked down s
three-foot post, taok out a spindly
melsiesca iree aod slammed into
the wall of a Florids Power &
Light substation.

¢ Monte Csrlo shot up onto’

the grass in the same direction and
uprooted ancther melalevca. Platt

yanked the wheel in a sharp left

4urp and accelerated, trylog to
sepmpiste a Usturn, His car hit
snother thick, three-foot post.
Green radiator fluid spewed
awildly. The Monte Carlo stalled.
=iz Platt tried to get R started,

" Grogan made a U-tura about 30

yards down the rosd. Manauzzl
dld the same lo the driveway of

first of his car polish, then he hit

the ﬂoor.. Frentically, he scrgm.

Please turn to SHOOT-OUT /21A
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| HOW RECONSTRUCTION WAS_ACCOMPLISHED °

X

This pocount was degwn oM jn the shoot-out identified the  and Malix were dressed in
intormation providied gunman with tha : almost identical clothing. Also,
contidertialy by FBI egents semi-sutomatic Ruptr Minl-14  one investigator, who artlved
who arrived on the scene ol the gasauit rifie as William Matix. on tha seens shorthy atter tha
shooting, otver agents familise  Ballistics, serology and other ghooting, ramoved the
with the events and ysical lests, which may guamen's wespons from the
Metro-Dade homicide confirm that jdentification, are  car where they wers shot and
detectives investigating the st unfinished. iaid thern on tha ground. That
fragedy. ‘ Concelvably, the tests could  made it difficu! to postively

A tage-racording of the indicate thal Michae! Platt used  identify the respective wespons
sgents’ conversations belore the Mini- 14 sssauft rifle. For the by location.
and during the shoot-out was purposes of this reconstauction,  This, and the fact some
oblaingd from anindependent  The Hersld is relying on the projeotiles ware never
source by The Miami Herald, igentilications made by FEI racovered, may prevend

There is stit a question not agents in the shoot-oul, and investigators from ever making
totally resolved: Which of the glhee eveeiinpsses. & fult ang complete
fwo FBI killers usad which The identifications remain iy roconsimction.

I waapon, ) doubl bacause pvanis
| .__FBlsgentswhopearticipated  gappaned 50 quickly and Piatt .
&
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A RECONSTRUCTION: THE BLOODIEST DAY IN FBI HISTORY

| These sequences show the final minutes of the FBi car chase that

§
| began on South Dixie Highway and ended with the shoot-out on SW
] * v . Wy
>
N TRE SR v b 5 ; o A .
FBI agents prapare to stop suspects in Car A Agents ‘Buspects, in Car &, smash into Heanlon and Birsles inCar
Dove and Grogan pass on left in Car C. Agenis Kanlue D, forcing it off road into wall not shown, Suspecis begin
and Mirsles, in Car D, sttempt 1o pult alongside Car Aon Uturn in Car A Agent Mansuzzi, in Car B, and Agents
L ¢ pakssagan side. Agent Menauzzi, in Car B, follows, Duova and Grogan, in Car T, siso make Usturng, -~ =
il o= RO
82nd Avenue. In the shoot-out, the worst in FBI history, two agents
ware killed and five wounded. The two assailants were also killed.
¥ - ;
A
V-‘h \i N F ol i e %
R T A T RO Rt
\gent Mansuzzl, in Car B, rTams suspects in Sar &, Both
¢ars hit tree in front yacd of duplex. Agents Dove and
» Grogasn, in Car €, pult in bahing Car B,
&
S
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MAN
e

MANAULD IS WOUNDED - -~

3. PlaH opens
firg on

imes, Mansuzzi

2. Agents Grogen a
craw!s 1o cover a2 nd

Deove take cover.

< Er¥Aart

2. Hanion 0ing
Grogan and Dove.

i . T‘,.- ‘j'c.-w
it

R

. . - f‘i‘:‘ ™ - :

L& Pratt pinned [
‘A by FBI guntiee |
. '!"6‘-'3“'«‘4-*::'3

S Matiz tiis |5
ke diaill
back, he
staggers angd
!aHs, L.

1. McHeitl arrives
and 13 joined by

WMicelos from
rO%s slregt,

CAR "G 1S AGENT McNEILL'S
Sl R S e N i

SW B2ND AVENUE

S o « Y i
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4, Ruisner hits |
Matix iy arm, [
Matix godges
between cars

1. Agents Reisner
and Qrrantia
Brrive.

Vog

3. Matiz exchanges
ire with Reisner

and Orrantig, wounding
Orrantia wn arm

2. Matix shoots
Miralps, shattering
hes it forearm

. R ; R Gl
e CAR H' BELONGS TO AGENTS REISNER AND ORRANTIA +.. Seomrer "

s Hanlon |-
nt

2. Matig shoot
irr hand, but &
kseps hring

1. Reisnes shouts
toward other agems:
“He's coming arcung! -

€. Matiz shoots
Groges in chast, ]
killing hirn .
inglantly. He
kilts Dove with
four ghots, - A
wounds Henlon
i MW Groin ares.

&*»%‘m ]

-
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2. Pm: heads
toward driver's

s.de o! FBI car. .‘“g

P

3. using hbls good
right arm, Wirgles
shools Platt in

sholgun biast
as Platl nears

.n: 'ﬂ

$. Matix fires 8t
wounded Mireles,
mps into
B! car.

BW 122N0D STREET

A

4. A wounded snd dazed
Mirsles emplias revoiver. P
Matix and Platt sre i -
in sping, paralyzed,

They dis moments later.

Z. Refaner, hddbng
butigtproot vest,
Lapproachas SCone,

P‘HH.L FLANOCRS:’M W M

et

£ -
-
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{Mount Clippinig in Spaecs Balow)

in Fla. in

FBl-gang
gunfight

Two agents die,
five wounded

i
MIAMI (AP)~FBI agents battled armed
~ robbery suspecis today in & furious gunfight
that ended with four people dead, Including
two agenis, and five agenis wounded, av-
thorities said o
One of the wounded ageoty was In orifi-
. ¥ cal condition, & bospital spokeswoman said
- Dozens of agenis and police swarmed io-
1o the middle-clags Kendall neighborbood of
shops and duplex bomes afier the gunbattie
at a busy intersection shorily after #:30 a.m.
The shootout slarted after agents spotied
a vehicle with Hoense plates matching those
of a vehicle used jn 8 series of bank snd ar-
mored car robberies, said Joseph V. Corless,
speclal agent in charge of the FEI's Miami
oifice. | e TR
“They ‘called for backups [When (he
backops arrived] an atiemipl was made to
pull over the vehicle, 2 confrontation ensued,
‘and shots were fired,” Corless said ,
Be identified the dead as two agenis and

pending potificetion of relatives.

One wounded agent was in critical condi-
“ tion at Baptist Hospital, bospital spokes-
womps Barbars Moore said. B said ancth-
\ er agent wis also brought (o ihe hospital,

but she had no further Information
Tam Jones, spokesman for South Miami
3], said 2 31-year-old agent brought

p poci¢ was undergoing surgery for a brokea
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‘ﬂilled, T
- 5 wounded
in gunfight

SHOOTOUT, From Al

arm. He said the agent also
had some shotgun pellets in his
head, but those wounds
weren'{ serious. The agent was
in fair condition, Jones zaid.

The other two agents’

« wounds were superficial, Cor-
less said.

Two cars ai the scene bad
crashed snd & third was vid-
fled with bulle! holes. 4&s
sgents and police patbered,
some: onlockers crowdes onte
a reof of a nesrby building and
others milled aroend the cor-
doned-off aren. ’

Witnesses 5aid they heard
wp to 180 rounds fired as the
gunfight erupted about $:35

4 @-m. One man said the gun- 4
Batlle lasted 10 minvtas ..

s
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Plot Clppng i Bpace Bobw)

'.'f:-‘:.%\{tm‘* DAy Narte ot
- rwapaper o and st )
TEE MIAMI BERALD

Both FBI agents we;'e Slaln
by same gunmarn, tests show

¥ BRIAN DUFFY
Saredd Staff Weliar
The two FBI sgents killed in

week's gunfight In Kendall were
LWAT t2am members who catried
fmm semi-automatic pistols that
aodd have cut down thelr atiack- |
z had mey been able 1o get &

Speciai Agents Gerald Dove and

Bawrla enla D T AN AP ATS .
bt S TTH LA N ﬁiv‘m TR E WA,

three agents cawrrying the Smm
weapons during the  ghoot-pist, |
‘ayestigatars snd FBI sgents saig !
efnesday, But they proved no®
teh for Willam Matix, who
wed 8 more r{:oweﬁm Ruger
Sinl- 14 assaeltl rifle

Paltistes testy gl putogmy 1w
w, i, whirh have pot Daen mede
wiblic, show that It was Matx
vho kitled Dove snd Srogen and
** the ithree most seriously
ounded xgemis. Michael Platt,
atix's partoer in the shoot-out,
-gitnded 8t legst one ggent with &

I-gauge whotgun, ballisticy and {

her feyts shaw.
Spsacial Agent Edmundo M!.reles
a8 badly wounded in the feft
zarm by Matix, but he fimally
Bed both Matix and Platt,
This infurmnims, the first spe-
JH»- !u\:uuuu U‘ ux{; “Ulb\r 'BLQWK'
it-in the bistory of the FBL will
presested txiey by Metro-Dade
tectives In & hﬂtﬂng with FB}
antg and supaan'isam In related
Yelopments Wednesds
& An m:%ous
Hoe and

2gon of & wklte iﬁ&l FM
iup, Beense FISLUW, owned

Batix, ‘l’hetmeklsbelievedm
mmmmmmu

octors said the three
«ents wounded
riously inthe "~
pot-outl were i
jproving after

tgery and other .
mtment Tuesdas

ghowed ¥
T |warrand

uiﬂfﬁppea .

[T ST

s}imﬁng and robbery
in & West Daéf rock pit.
Coliazo was ghot and lelt for

dexd by (wo men who siole hig

and Chevralet Monle Qarly,
FRI found the truck parksd

ﬁ

Wednesday st SW 104th Street |

und South Dixle Highwa
than 20 blocks from {he sgaotlng
- peenE.

. Haul at Mahxs S

® FBI agsnts fhied o nw?.

ng they seized Coll 28
her Smith & Wesson revoiver

from Matix's home when they

{ A

?rmy The sgewts
sy selzed o Tully toaded 357
Magrum revolver, 8 12:gauge
. Eavugs shotwun with z sawed-off
T, & Gienfield Model &0
Blarlin .zz-wmer rifle, two Reads
fetlc walkie-talkies, smmunition,
ug~cleaning sguipment; & canvas
wnt.aining & small machete
aad clothing thet owild have been
faed fn bunk robberies. Some
materizle bad eyeholes cut out
. @ The FBI also selzed four
Wespont from Platt's house, but
thelr makes and model numbers
weres pot made public, Sivce the
shaoting Friday, Metro-Dade de
tactives and FEL {nvestigators have
concentraled thelr efforts oo de-
priefing
ysical ev&dence Whne Assistant

ﬁt (3 Mﬁn

-

o&-a-.lmt

mmnm{

witnesses and vollecting o

' happened at the shooting scene. In

move all the zars iavolved ip the
chase and shoot-out to as empty
hangar at Opa-iocka Alrport,

< Thers, Pumeatar and olher
lm‘esﬁgatoﬂ reassernbled the

o

ime scene exactly & B owas 5o

my wold mn:'m:ct the events
of the shooting.
T - )

Shot i foot

&mmns 0 sources igiﬁ&f
Witk sutopslag ,
Dude Medical minery Office,
L Wireles shol Matt in the foot with
& shetgun. Then, badly wounded
and unable relmd the rifie,
[ ke twrl e,

The sutopsies showed sach was
Bt In the
with slugs from Mireles” six-shot
Smith & Wesson revolver, the
spurcas sald.

Bolh Matlx and Platt  sere
parslyied inptantly from the neck
down. Matix also war &t in the
face af least once by a slug from
| Mireles® bandgun, the soprces sald.
The autopsy sbhowed thal the
| facial wound was bol immediataly
farel, but Matix would have
drowned seversl misutes Ister in

—eetre. Blood.

m«mmma‘ﬁ _

Miami, ﬁbl‘iﬁa
fmm Fage ,.....IA_.
April 17, 1!
| “Detectives have gons 1o & LECeP-
Hiunsl len urnent what ATAMT

one instance, Maetro-Dade detec-
tve Johs Parwenter arrsnpsd 10 .

ine, aimost ces'tain!}* '
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THE VICTIMS. . . . 54 BEN GROGAN ~ SA JERRY DOVE
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[ Gunshots Shatter
- Lifelong Dream -

¢ JERRY DOVE REMEMBERED — lerry Dove, stonding in
genter of photo ot right, reolized o lifelong dream
when he jomed the FBI in 1982, Me wos froined ot &
~ member of the FB SW AT, teom thet protected oth:
Ct o detes during the 1984 Ohympics in Les Angeles. Below,
family pictures show Dove os g grode-schon! studest;
3 deessed in b Tootboll wailerm dery s jynier yeur ai
Dunbar High School, ot Mg grodustion from WYU Low
Schoof ond v ¢ portroit token two yeors ago.
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Friends Remember Dedicated FBI Agen

By SARA CRICKENBERGER
f Te Dally Mail Staff

Gunshots rang out on a quiet Miami street. Soon the air was filled with the
»unds of Bullets piercing melal and shatiering glass.

When the quiel descended again last Friday morning, four mern were dead
- two robbery suspects, & 25-year veterun FBI agent and 30-year-ld Jerry
Jove,

In places like the quiel Dunbar peighborbood whers Dove grew up, scenss
.‘gﬂm bave never been real they don't happen except o télevisioa.

vl perbaps as much a5 any of ihe events in the days since Dove was
killed, a2 two-page telegram from “Miami Vice” televisiop series actor Pon
Tohnson expressing his sympathy w0 Dove's wother drives home the fact that

fe is not like television. When the scepe is mrer the players dnu‘t get p and
o Bome.

-

LY

Law enforcement is dangerows, sot glamorous, Jerry Dove knew tha
i was the only thing be ever wanted to do.

“He always wanted to be in the FBI" said Dove’s mother. RBobbie
“That's wby be wenl to lew aclicol, to meet some of the FEIa
fequirements.

“He was always inleresied in law enforcement and the FBI is the

 the line in law enforcement. That was what be wanied”

FBI Direclor William Webster was expected 10 stiend 10 .00 sérvic
ayfmmmmnwmmwm Begjamin Groga
Ahey tried to arrest two robbery sospects.

After graduation from Dmbar High School, Dove atiended Concord
lege, thenMarﬂun University, where be graduated with honors. He gra

e,

. (Turn 1o Pg. 94, i

2
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ENDS REMEMBER

Continned from Page 1}

- -

o from West Vicginia University Law Law DfﬁCQI’S Honor |

3

2
F

B
-

5 beards they had made,” she wabdl,

Bchool, then worked i the mitorney
geveral's office until be was sovepied
o the FBI Academy in 1983

He accepied his FRBI commission in
Pitldburgd wnd worked fhere and in
LCharieston and Huntinglon before mov-
ing 16 Sau Megs, then to Miamd,

g-time friend Larry Batcher taid
Dove was goal orlented. And before he
el the FBI as his gosl, be bad already
decided 1o meet 1 more challenging
ote.

“He wanled 1o make & dilference in
life, to do something important before
doe died” Larry sid. “He knew that
loog before he thought about the FBE,

“Jerry bad & real slrong sense of
whil was right and whal wad wrong
Be believed in making whatever sacri-
Ficey be bad to to do the right thing”

And although Dove knew the risks of
&eing an FBI agont. be didn't talk
ek shout them Haroher eaid

"1 never had any fear that he would
be killed” e gaid. “I think thats in
part becauts be downplayed that side
of i tome.”

Dove, who was more cofservative
than bis counterparts growing up in the
B and Yk, was povetheless popular
among his peers, Hatcher said.

“His idea of & good time was (o get
together ¥t 2 pizza plave and just
2l Hateher said. “He was slways
eoncersed aboul our personal lives,
aho we were dating. And be gave lois
of wdvice, whether we wanied it o

PO S, S ,

His memory was sstounding and his
sease of humor was one of s best
fraits, Bis friends said After sewing &

movie once, Dove could recite Jines
and jokes from it and do Imipressions
of the actors. Clint Bastwood mevies
“wereariong ks fivoriies.

“TH never forgel, ope evening we
bad made plans to go o the drive-in
mavies 1o see & dovhle featare of Clint
Eastwood,™ Ralchey said T was 1alk-
ing to oy girllriend’s parents and Jer-
ty drives wp wearing 2 poncho and 2
u&&fnﬂ&nuaﬁhgmwﬁ
walked bowlegped wp to the porch
Llind Rasbawoodd 1o ere. of Ris moviee™

ummmmm mmem&u:lﬁt
pranks § V'S
Gressed ap a3 Wise Mer and went doar
{o-doos throngh the mow In their bath-
yobes, barefooted and weariag

-

 Slain Federal Agent -

R NG i S B P

 scaa et

epes

ey

funeral of Benjamda J. Grogan, 5%

i

BEAMT (AP} — Rundreds of law of-
ficers, their badges banded in black)
filled a small church as the FBI eulog
Lzed one of its own gladn in the hureav’s’
bloodiest day.

FRI Director William Welster, wbo
fiew by helicopter to visit two hospl-
tals where wounded agents sre recavs
gring, jined sbout 1,500 olbers for e

Webster, who met privately withi
Grogan's wigow after the Roman Cath-
olic yervive, vowed &n intensive inves
Ugation of the two suspects, Wiliam
fatin, M, and WSchadl Pl B2 .

“We baye not yet conpected them o
soyone else.” Websler said, “Before,
we're (hrough, we going to know every-
thing aboet them from e time they
seeEre biws 1o e tine ey died.”

The two men opeped fire with high
powersd automatic ‘rifles, killing two
agents and wounding the others during
a traific surveillance assignment It
wis ihe most FBI casuaities jo obe in-
cident jn the bureau's 78 years.

Local autborities have tepiatively
linked the susperis (o eight armed rob-
beries in the past year, plis three rob
beries and shootings at a0 isolated vock
quarry i wesiers Dade County fre,
guented by target-shooting enthusiasty,

¥ Avthorities havext ruled oul the pos-
sibility that more people were involved!
be viog
-

=18 bix spare thme growing up, Dove

wrote song iyrics and planned to some-
day publish them, Mre. Dove said. Bat
slaging wasm't coe of his strang points
50 be kepl the tunes solling aroued o
his h“;be insiead of off his tongue.

“Maybe he sang theem io hingsell but
ot out Joud.” Mrs. Dove said.

Dove loved b travel and ance gpent
40 days with friendy fraveling more
than 11,000 miles scross the United
States snd Canada, Mrs. Dove said.

-Australia was 1o be his pert destina.
fion, 23 his friend and seighbor Kent
legg, with whom he drove crosscoun
{ry on agother oteasion. And he often
spoke of irving 1o gel an FBI trapsfer

B to Alaska, where he pould spend more

time owtdoors camping, biking and
playing sports.

Mre Dove said her son was sthletic,
but pever o star. He worked summers
= 2 Megurd 408 could witen b found
spending his free Hme playing fooidalt,
basketball, hiking or boging.

“He loved to box 2iid [ was the only
e bt could pel f0 bor with &im"
Hatcher aid. “He'd beal me i just
ghort of the point T would wani o quit.
And be'd lel me get in 3 few punches
w2 I would feel betler.

“He would npever hil me fo the poimt
be wotld knock' me oul and 1 pcould
rest. He'd just tag me”

But sven more ofien, his foughest
competition was himsell. Lagg said.

“Jerry would pick & hill and sy,
‘when I'm in good enough shape Im

going Ao rop up that BL’ Ther ke

| would run and be woold traiv and be

would beat that hill,” Lege suid.

The physical aspects of law enforce:
ment were part of its appeal to Dave,
his friends and family said. A tough
dayof SWAT. training was exbilarat

ing.

“He'd call me up and say | hed such
® great day. We did driths. 1 cant be
hc? they pay prople {0 do this” L
said

Hutcher said, “He was very prood of
tie fact thai be was 39 and in the
physicat condition of his life.”

Dove found the Segal system frae
trating at lmes bocause be zaw &

]
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:- FBl agent saluted st funeral ~ o

- @] FBi Director William Webster, delivering & cwn::mg*m.
sulogy in St. Albans, W Va., yesterday at the Submitting Otice: mIAMI
funeral of Jerry Dove, one of two agents killed in a
Kendall shoot-out fast Friday, calied his kiliers [—
“brutal, ruhless pecple.” Websisr pledged an
intensive investigation into the backgrounds of
Willlam Matix and Michael Platt, the two who

® %}gc_i Dove and fellow agent Benjamin Grogan.” |
Webster calied Dove:“one who lived 10 see hs
childhood dreams come true.” e
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Ed Mireles, above, the wounded FB]

§ special agent credited with killing
two beavily armed gunmen in &
Kendall shoot-out, is to be released
Wednesday from South Miami
Hospital, sccording to FBI
spokesman Paul Miller. Mireles is
recovering from a gunshot blast to
his left arm. Lefi, agents John
Hanlor and Gordon McNeill, who
have adjoining rooms in Baptist
Hospital, also are recuperating from
gunshot wounds suffered in the April
11 incident in which two BUSpects

Jand two FBI agents were killed.

Hanlon is to be released today.

Miami, ¥icriaa
1D

" loete l’age
lEoton, s
April 22, 198¢
!‘I'llt
! T
et T
| - 4
Clarsication
SANng Otce
MIAMY
'lha! lﬂo




L e

Agents on the mend

< sl




!

. - . . . ndicate page, Awme of
wEDRDeT, £X) ang slale )

e

, TEE MIAMI BERALD
1 Mount Cippng in Space Below) Miami, Plorida
. 4 ] = “Towte Page 2B
] = ‘ £ april 23, 1sge
. ) . .
|| Going home e
: ) T e
{ ] Special Agent John Han- ; -
s | lon, right, wounded in the : Craatier
i 1 FBI shootout with two | i oo
1 bank robbery suspects two | - 'Eisteation
weeks ago, was weleased Sotmittng Ot
Tuesdey from Baptist Hoe- MIAMI
pital.  Agent GQGordon — —
McNeill, left, also wound.- frgerng
ed in the Kendall gunfight, - . :

came downstairs o say
goodbye to Hsanlon.
McNeill will probably be
released later this week.
Hanlon was with agents
Bepjamin  Grogan and
Gersld Dovs when they
were killed by William e
Matix. Hanlon told report-

ers Tuesday that Matiz,

. U

.o ...

shootout, “looked like an
old-time, grade-B, spa-
ghetti Western bad man®
He said he Jooked directly
st Matix when the FBI
sgents were irying (s get
Matix and his pariner Mi-
chael Platt to pull off the
road during a chass. ¥ He
jusi looked very, very de-
termined. He wasn't
scared. He was like a man
oD 8 mission.”
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Shoot-ouf
a success,
says agent
who was hit

$izesl Baresn Chied
MIAME — An FBI agent shot ip a bloody gunbatile

12 days ago said the shoet-oul was a suovess, despite

the deaths of two agenis and two puspected bank
robbers and the wounding of fowr other agents.

The hattle prevented twe men linked to murders
and bank robderies from driving onto crowded UK. 1,
where many bystanders could have been burt, Special
Agent Johp Hanlon told the media Tuesday.

Hsalon described for the first time what it was ke
1o be caughl in the gundight

I gol shot in the hand first, my hand exploded and
blood came out,” recalled Hanlon, who was releassd
from the bospital Tuesday.

“I flopped over on my back and I Jooked to the jeft
and aw the guy stavding by the car,™ be zaid. “He
came arosod and shot me ot the ground in the groln.™

Hauolon spoke 1o reporters afier Jeaving Miami's
Baptist Hosnital where be was treated for hg wounds.

€ gunpiay erupted when Hanlon and other a%ents
sttempled o arrest two mpen thought {6 have be
responsible for & kalf dozen armored car and bank
robberies and three mourders in & year. The two ans-
pects, Michae! Platt and William Matix, were slain as
tbkﬁ{e attempiad {o escspe FBI agents in & hsil of
ullets.

FBI ipvestigators bave determined that Matix, 34,
shot Hanlon using » semi-sutomatic axsault rifie,

As Hanlon’s nnmarked FBI car pulled alongside
Platt, 32, and Matix's car, the agent sald he “looked
right af hire. e just looked vary, very determined. He
waso't scared. He was like 2 man op & mission

The 48-year-old t, who has deer with the FBI
for 23 years and who bolds & law degres, sald be
thought about his wifs and three children ax be lay o

t. Lavderdale, Fla.

o,

. N. Broward
April 23, 1986
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The FBI said after the April 11 shoot-vut thal more

L-4ran 100 shots were fired In the suburban south-Dads -

County neighborbood, one block from US. L
Haalon recounted the deaths of Special Agents Ben-

jamin Gregan and Gerald Dove, cut down by Matix.

Y] beard Bes go, 'Oh, my God',” Hanlon said.
Those were Grogan's 1ast words, as be fell mortally

wounded from a ballet to the chest, Hanlon said.

*Then Jerry Dove fell right aext to me, his head face
down,” Barion said. “His eyey were closed, be gnmeﬁ
his bead. The guy I think who shot e shot Jerry in the
back of the head, execuisd him.” ,

Alsc at the cosference was Special Agent Gordon
McNeill 48, who was shot in the back during the
gunfight, He will remain st Baptist Hospistal & few

Special Agent Ed Mireles, 33, wounded in the right
Armduring the fi‘hg should be relessed this ypek, too.

FBLI D
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A heartfelt ‘goodbye’: . = -1

BI Special Agent John Hanlon, right, who was releised from
Aiam!'s Baptist Hospital on Tuesday, says goodbye to fellow

————

agent Gordon McNelll. Both ngents were shot [n the re
bloody gunbattle with two suspected bank robbers. Story,
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| 3:3 a‘?ent John Haxzlon, speak:
ing publicly for the first tme gince
being wounded in the April )1}
L shootout tha! elaimeg the lives of
two othar sgents, said he saw ong
of the killers “exscule” sgent Gers
ald Dove. ‘ : ' A
The doody Kendall gun battle
jeft Dove, sgent Benlamin Grogan
and robbery suspects William Ma-
-1 ki and Michae! Platt dead. Haolon
- and four othar FBI ggente wers
wounded,
Hanlon, who wag shot tn his left
! hand, thigh and addomen during
© the flrefight, was released yvester.
* day Trom Baptist Hospital. He
. spoke 1o reporters ouleide the hoss
. pital ainug wefth agent Gordon
cNell, who was wouaded in th
meck and hands. :
_Hanlon recalled being shot by
Matix in the hand and thigh; then
failing to the ground. _ . ’
AL firgt ... ¥ told {Grogen) 1
was shot, and then | heard him
sy, “0Oh my God." 1 didn't fee] him
fall down. But then Gerry Dove
fell pight next to e, with his hesd
fave down, He raised s head. His
eves were glazed ., . And the guy 1
think shol me shot Gerry in the
back of the bead — executed him.
~*] was lying on the ground,”
Hanton sald, “snd the only thing
could think of was my wile and
Rhree children and § was hoai ag hE
{Matizx} wouldn't put Bis gun
&gaingt me” , ;
-« Both Hanlge sod McNell sald
fhey ‘were woubhded oy Matix,-. .
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who jumped from a car wield-
ing & semi-sutomatic rifle.

BicNell said he zaw in ad-
vance that one of the suspecis,
apparently Matix, was veady
for a firefight and radioef a
warning to other agents.

“l said, ‘The passenger is
crouched down on the passen-
er kide; he's loading up 3
ong-barreled weapon; this
guy's geiting ready to go; he's
ﬁi;ng to shoot it out,” ™ McHNel}

Hanlon then described what
he saw as he sttempted to pull
over the suspect’s car.

*When | pulled around them
and slammed into them on the
gide, we were paraliel,” Hanlon
sald, referring to Matix, “I
looked right at bim. He just
loocked very, very determined.
He wasn't scared. He was like a
man on 8 mission.”

Both agents sald they felt
“fortunate” to have taken pant
in the gun bsttie thai stopped
the two dangerous bank rob-
bery suspects on a residential
street one block off South Dixle

Anemnmpraccl

Highway fn Suniland. The
agents had spent months trying
to track down the two suspects
by the time they spotied the
pair driving in a stolen car.

“The bottorn line ... is that
we dide't want (Matix and
Platt) o get back on South Dix-
ie Highway,” Hanlon said.

McNeil, who was (n charge of
the investigation, talked sbout
the dedication of his “extreme-
iy close comrades.”

“I'm glad they (Matix and
Platt) were not able to go on
and hurt anybody else,” sald

McNell, who still has & bullet
lodged In an ares just above his
colon, “I'm glad we were able
to help the public.”

Hanlon described Matix in
the gun battle as & “grade B,
spaghetil Western bad man.”

Ed Mireles, the FEI agent
who charged back to slay the
two killers after being wound-
ed, was to be reieased from
South Miami Hospital today or
tomorrow, said & bospital
spokesman.

“We won't know when he
will be relegsed until his physi-
cian gives the OK.,” Tom Jones
sald. “He ook a pretty power-
ful hit.”

Jones salé Mireles planned to
make a public statement upon
his release. The sgent was shot
once in his left arm in the gun-
fight and has undergone several
reconstructive surgeries, in.
cluding a skin graft, Jones said,

Two other agents, Richard A.
Manauzzl and Gilbert Orrantia,
were trested for superficial
wounds at Jackson Memorial
Hospital and relessed b——"
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Py-RICHARD WALLACE
Herald Sigff Writer ) .

Edmundo Mireles, FBI special agent, was
very special indeed Thursday, .

Mireles, whose courage under fire ended
the FBl's costliest shoot-out on April I1,
went home from the hospital at midday. He
could have basked in 2 community’s gratl-
tude to & wounded hero.

Instead, it was Mireles ~ his bullet-shat-
tered left arm cradied 1n & blue sling — who
geve thanks.

“I'd ke to take thls opportunity to thank
everyone who made It possible for me (o be
? here today,” Mireles, 33, sald o5 he paused In

el

8 wheslchair on & driveway nesr the
emergency room at South Miaml Hospital.

Smiling and with his volce holding flrm
and warm, the big, broad-shouldered agent
spoke a scant 150 words as more than 30
reporters, photographers and broadcasters
1 thrust microphones, pointed cameras and
pressed close to him.

“1 want to thank Afl the members of my
squad, the C-1 bank robbery squad, and the
yest of the FBI field office,” said Mireles,
who was among five agents wounded In the
ferocious Southwest Dade firefight in which
Special Agents Benjamin Grogan and Gersld
Dove were killed. .

. Despite his maimed ieft arm and a wound

from a bullet fragment to his forehead,
Mireles had wielded his service revolver in
his good right hand 1o fire the final barrage
PN il .
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. ©f the battie. His shots cut short the escape .—at~p Once

attempt of robbers Willlam Matlx apd
Michas] Platt, killing them both, *———

But on Thursday, Mireles did not dwell on sang
those terrible moments of violence on a
sunny morning nearly two weeks earlier. )

“I want to thank all local law enforce-
ment officers who responded to the geene o
pssist us Ia our time of need,” Mireles said
under a cloud-puffed blue sky.

*1 also want to thank ajl the fire rescue
personnel that went oul {o the scene after the
shooting to help us. | want to thank &l the
EMTs ﬁ;mergency medical technicians] for
their fine work, all the helicopter ¢rews that
responded and risked thelr ves to help us,”
he said.

*] want to thank the doctors, the nurses
and the staff of South Miaml Hospital,” he
continued. “They're tremendous ple.
They did a tremendous lob, literally puiting
my arm back together. I can’t thank them
enough. They'll always have 1 place in my
heart.”

Smiles on the faces of the hospita)
personnel who stood nearby silently returned
Mireles' compliment.

“1 also want 1o thank the public,” the
agent continued. *The public has been
tremendous. I have recelved hundreds of
letiers from people and schoolchildren with
thelr support and their prayers and wheir well
wighes. -

“And 1 reslly — personsily and for the Ty

MIAMI
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FBI — appreciste the support that the public
“has given us, Thank yol.” And then the big

mzn - @dressed In slacks, & brown and
blue-striped knit shirt and loafers — left.
There was nothing more b needed (o say.

He was stil] smiling as he stood to enier a
white, unmarked buresu vehicle, a Jeep
Wagoneer with the Jook of bulletproo! glass

gad &zivar

et W % 8 A & ¥ n

As the vehicle pulled out, two other

ngents were inside. One was Mireles' wife,

Apother FB! car sccompanied Mireles'
departure. 8o did a ripple of applause.

Ome of Mireles’ dociors, surgeon Gustavo
Plasencia, said the dl{l merked the beginning
of & new phase of the agent's lile, “a few
months of really hard work.”

The high-velocity rifle bullet that frac-
tured Mireles' arm passed completely
through 1t Plasencia sald.

“The entrance was very small and the exlt
wes very big,” the surgeon sald.

In the months ahead, It will be known if
Mireles will need & tendon transplant to ald
in restoring mobility to his hand.

“He will have some problems, but we
believe that he will have falrly good
function,” Plasencie said.

Mireles' rehabilitation and chances for
returning to active duty will be sided, the
doctor said, by the agent’s strong, positive

perspnality. , S
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ireles says he appreciates everyone
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EBI

agent credited with killing

two suspects leaves hospital

3
kR Price
=ROUTH MIAMI — An FBI agent, who despite head
angd atm wounds kilied two suspects in 2 bloody gun
aattle that jeit six other agents dead or wounded, was
gleased from the hospital Thyrsday.

Cheering nurses and 1ab technicians at South Miami
tospital watched as Special Agent Edmundo Mireles,
», wan helped into & vehicle alongside his wife, Eliza-
<th, &lso an agent, aad driven away by ansther FBI

gent.

A South Miami motoreycle cop escorted them home.

Mireles was the fourth of five agents wounded in the
-hootout twe weeks ago to be released Irom the bospi-
al. Two other agents were killed in what bas been
{lled the FBI's bloodiest day. .

Mireles, whose arm was shatlered by a shotgun
dast dnd who suffered & slasbed artery in his fore-
ead, spoke briefly 1o reporiers before leaving He
xpressed his' thanks o colleagues, dociors, nurses,
aramedics and the helicopter crew that airlifted dim
roimn dhe scene of the April 11 shoot-mut
The ply-year FBI veleran vefused, however, ts an-
B ST

-u
£

swer gny questions ahout the gun battle be is credited
with epding desplie his wounds.

*f want {o thank all the members of my squad . ..
and the rest of [the] FBI field office,” said & pale
Mireles, his Jeft arm encased in a cast and sling. 1
slso want to thank the public. I've received hundreds
of lettérs from people and school ohildren with their
suppory and prayers.”

During his 13-8ay hospital stay, Mireles underwent
4% bdours of surgery in two operations to remove
bullet fragments from his forehead and repair the
darmagd done 10 his armm, said bis surgeon, Dr. Gustave:
Plasencis. .

FBI spokesman Paul Miller said Mireles will return
to duty, but did not know when. Plasenciz said it will
likely bef months, -

“He's gof the determination to get back on the job,”
Miller paid

A quigt and reluctant hero. Mireles is credited with
killing robbery suspects Willlam Matix, 34, and Mi- |
chae]l Plat, 22,
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'‘Thumbs up. -+ 70
FBI Special Agent Gordon MeNelll, wounded 12 the sheot-sut |
. with bank robbery suspects two ‘weeks ago, gives the
thumbs-up sign Friday as he je released from Baptist Hospltal. .
- Nurse Vikd Karousatos ssifled as McNeill made 8 brief
- statement to reporters. McNeill Ia the last of five wounded
agents to bo released after hogpitalization. .. o
;’; . ; B ™ el '-', g
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. TAFE WHITER
BEEVILLE - Like many events of its
kind, the Mismi shootout thet 100k the
4 lives of two FBI sgenis last Friday hes
* rippled lhmu;houl the mation. It carried
« special meaning to this South Texas wwn,
, . The mother of FBI special sgent Ed Mir-
¢ ¢les, wounded in the shootout and credited
with killing two ba.nk robbery suspects, is
on her way to her son's bedside in Miami.
Mireles, according o eyewilness sc-
= counls, was seriously wounded by gunfire,
- but retrieved his wespon and fatally shot
iwo men who earlicr had killed two FBI
“Yes, 1 sm proud of him, but 1 dida
want s 10 happen,” Mrs. EM. Mireles
" said of her 3)-year-old zon, a native of

R T I T TRy SV

‘*?*:

FrY

.-

. Alice who gradusied from high schogl in

Peeville,

Mrs. Mireles said her son had surgery
Tuesday, but was due for more, She said
physicians will transplant skin from hik legs
to & badiy wounded lelt erm,

Mireles’ condition is fisted as fair &t a
Miami hospital.

“I am flying from Corpus Christi a1 6:43
s.m. Thursday 1o be with him and his wife,
Lie,” smid Mrs. Mirecles,

Mrs. Mireles said it has been hard (o

concenirgic since the FBI notified her Jast

Friday of the shoolout and the wounding of
her son,

“I haven't been abic to think of anything
else since [ received the telephone call,” she
said. "My mmd has been on Miami.”

Gomie mede il %y

Agent’s mother is proud of sof’

Mireles gradusted in 1972 from A.C. .
Jones High School, where he playcd foot-
ball and basketball. T

Following high school, Mircles served’
four years in the U.S. Marine Corps, Tn-’
cluding embassy duty in Sophis, Bulgada,
He was & lop-ranked sharpshooter in ;he
Munnu.

" After he was discharged, she said, Mnroics .
entered and gmdunled from the Universay -
of Maryland. ]

“He applied for the FB! and was acctbt-
ed” in 1979, Mrs. Mireles said. , _

Mireles served al the FII hcadquamrw in
Washingion, D.C., before transferring iio
Mismi about & year ago. His wife also isan
FBLl ngent. They have been married sligh:ny'

more than 8 year, Mrs. Mircles sa1d. ;
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'S. Texan
was hero
.in shootout

Willhttdrctbe R Mo . -

* FBl agent's wmother, a
Beeville resident, is proud of
s0n’'s heroism.f16A

Knigm-Ridder News Serviee | .
hi . MIAMI - As his fellow FBI agents
lay blreding and dying asound him
end two susperied bank robbers tned
140 gel away ib & government car,
~“Special Agent and former South Tex-
an Ed Mireles, wounded badly in the

Ieft arm. cravled about seven yards

" 1o the driver's side door, si00d up,
r‘i steadied himsell and emnptied his re-

volver through the open window.

As the two men if the car lay dy-
! ing, Mireles sank to the ground,
bieeding Police sirens screamed 1p
the distance. The worst massacre in
4 the history of ithe FBI was over.
~The bad guys thought all the
. agents were down, and they were gel-
ung Teady 10 leave,” wid an wmvesu-
gator charged with recreating the
scene. “Somehow, Mireles got 1o the
car, 1 don't know how. He killed
them bath with his revolver.”

.- The agent's heroism was one of the
) few bright spots in & Uragedy a week
‘ ago that Jefi Agent Gerald Dove and
Special Agent Benjamin Grogan dead
and Mireles and four otber agemis
wounded on & quiet, wee-lined Ken-
dall Street, _

Ko passers-by were wounded in the
shooting. largely because the FBI
agents wailed 10 make the arrest until
they were on a side sireet and held
tbeir fire when motorists gol in the
[ By
! Mewro detectives say the men who
'. shot the agents, William R Max
{ * and Michael Lee Plan, were suspecis

" in more than & hall-dozen robberies

* of armnored cars and banks, the killing
; of one bank guard and ihe wounding
v of two others. They're also suspected
" of shooting at lcast three otber peoplke

4 2t a West Dade rock pit frequenied | :
%’ By target shoolers, bui police say oes-

ther man had a criminal recond.
Agenis, insesligators and aitnesses

k Piease see Hero/16A
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. pave this account of the events that led up
" w0 Mireles® lone, desperaté gssault on the
" atiackers” car
. Afier 2 wild chase up South Dizie High-
. way, Flan and Matx smashed their car
inio & tree. Almost before the car came 10 &
« stop. the men tegan firing ai the agents.
©  Matix, an ex-Marine, opened up with a
" letha) Ruger Mini-14; Platt cut loose with a

F2-gauge shogun.

Most of the apents weren't wearing bul-
- betproof vesis, but some heid them in fron
of ther like shields, for projection.

_Thc agents fought back with standard
six-shot 38-caliber Smith & Wesson re-
volvers, bui they had little chance. Grogao
and Dove were cul down soon afier they

Y

Jumped from their car. Everyone el wa
wounded or taking cover from the Ruger,
i_l’}cah; ber semiautomatic with a 30-sho
P

As Dove and Grogan lay dying, some o
the wounded agents kept firing

Mireles, the only agent who had 2 shol
Eun, was hit and hurt badly but kept shoo
mg. At ope point, he was about five 1
seven yards awsy from Maux and Plat
trying 1o fire the gun from behing the trun)
of & government car. With his bad ieft arm
however, he couldn't aim siraight or reload

Mireles fired once, but it went wide i
the left Buckshot 1o into the car’s lef
front quarter papel, as Maiix snd Plat
tried furiously 10 get into the car. Mirele

.
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dropped the shoigun and got down behi
ihe car. I
It's not known if ope or the other
\ wounded during the earlier shooting. Y
* both were well enough 1o ¢limb into'
- government car, With Mireles down,
" appareoily thought they had killed
woun%ad everyong; they tried starting

- ¢

In & panic, Mireles scuttled forward
_ his hands and knees. As the men in the
concentrated on geiting it goir “Mire
bleeding, stood up. He squrezed ihe trigh
s times. o
When paramedics got there & few mh
- uies later, they pulled Platt and Matiz frg
the car. They were already desd -
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THE SUBJECTS. . . . . WILLIAM RUSSEL MATIX - MICHAEL PLATT
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Killer

ller kept his |-
Elérk side hidden

By SYDNEY P. FREEDBERG  Sowcn
‘ sl Writer

Micheel Lee Platt, & hazel.eved fanalic
BO-oBE Knew, wWas ¥ crack commando with a
doomsday vision, schooled in the evil ant of
mayhem. .

n high school, he wanted to be an FBI

ent.

" For Michael Platt, 32, doomsday arvived
13 days apt on ¥ suburben Miami streel,
when, finaliy, he was shot to deatdh ke &
mid dog. He was trying to steal the car of
two murdered FBI agents.

Federal investigators have not esiab-
lshed that Pistt or bhis siaip partner,
Wittiam Mstix, 34, belopged 1o sny extrem-
Jot survivalist group, but they G-

% u.ﬂﬂ’v-\wﬂ

. H-\m o i, g i,
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The FBI Shoot—out

Last in & series

. Giscount it They are not yet sure what
happened to the urbas arsenal they stack-
plled, apparently Huanced from benk hodd-
U

ol mvae S0 e s ek s 13

Ps.
What Is emerging slowly Is the strange
dark Wfe of Platl. His second wile was
terrified of him. The day before ghe
" supposedly shot berself with a shotgun, she
1 10id » frieng, “He's going to Xill me.”
Michael Platt compelied his wife, aguiast

N
her will, to have an alfalr with his trusted
buddy, Matix, her divorce lowyer says. Platt
was flercely anti-Catholie, & man resred gt
& military brat, & specialist in widliary {8
survival, and 2 man who lisd about dying.
He said he had cancer. He did pot. 3
When Mary Stutts, & family friend, fiest
beard aboul the bloody shootout that took
the Uves of Platt, Matix and the twe FBI
agents and wounded five other azenis, she §

g o

{3 ! o~ p
. sald, “1 thought Mike
Eenruwh i

| CIA or am FBI sgent, He was slmost
- Tanatical aboul Bz dody. He never smokad,

grew ap steletly Navy, marching with M

bk
N

"t wide-recelver Lance Rentzel, He told peo

would be the FBI
. HOU the villain, Arasvieemo
“What went wrong? Mike aspired 1o be a

Michael Platt: He seemed 16
change in the mititery,

@rank or took drugs. He always had guch _

; Bigh aspiretious.”

Platt, bors o San Disgo on Frb, 3, 1954,

moody ¢hilel petty officer father from
wititary hase o wdlilary base,
Az & boy, Mike admired Dallas Cow

he used to play foothall with Mm.
- Platt’s Jather, Marlon, believed Ly strict |
Please turn to PLATT /184

MRS e
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Behind tranquillity,

o . P

‘ ; K _— ) . ) . . o g

: o B — Stutts remembers one tight n P
WXTT/from A _ Yums when Platt accidentatly ran ume? nm gguﬁ g:«fé ::ﬁ
C@scipline for his three boyal shORL over & small mutt. He slammed on  qualified &s an expert in 1L Mo18
_halr, restriction or physicsl pun- the brakes, lumped out of the cxr  #ifle, In Rorss § ;3»«;;353 S
;ghtﬁera: If:fﬁ?’:.ﬁ “iﬁi"ﬂ:. mﬂ}i the dead anfmal In his | traived for close-In, iater:sw; éemf
mmiddie Rame. Lee. Mike was the =He was overcome with! bat. Up In a tree, Platt would

: ‘ Briel. ST, Wwalh the bo
P oldest, gquietest and stemingly Other aequalntances bn -~ W border of & divided
Ehddest. c‘l‘hm was the youngest,  recall ,m?ﬂgwﬁw mgﬁ::: §§;¢;‘§l§ i{;&;g{:ﬂt Kowy’s_pary-

friepdliest and happlest. Dave was with peatoii . Bhottly after: ™ , :
in between, Mike protscted the | Plart bou m".fi‘fx’;’; Chevy ";dul“;;i eu;* Ieo:“agnig::ut? ;;z‘chihem!sg
other two from what an ol with work gavings, he falled to | Mary Stutts said m ot
§ii§h$ Salled & "2 bad home m’i@’m’ o “‘Sh‘i{- His father | 1o Platt's conversstions sad
v X . . &t ¢ Stutises of stegling hig : GUDCe

_“F bope Marien (mt blaming  son The father 4o citimed the ' deiaiars the Comner o OKETY
himeeii,” faid Bi Myerd, &8 010  Maiiby belonged fo him and spld i IR i
family friend. “He may de think- . he was poing fo call police ang - po
ing that he dida’t bring Wm wp ° huve Mike arrestod for thefr,
N%L" ‘ - . That's what Rappened, the

ke Platt, with his dest buddy,  Biottses suld. “Marion left i fn
Larry Stutts, worked part titme &8 Juvenile Hall for the weekend o
& Sam's Roast Beel and went o taach bim & Jessop,” Myers sddad.
Righ school in Yuma, Acdz, 8 In 1872 after graduation, M-
dusty desert town sittiog on a3 chael Platt feft home. He married
earthquake fault, 20 miles northof  for & brief tme. Investigstors
Mexico. The family home, With  don't know who his first wife was
gms and carport, wes landscaped  or st became of her. That year,

»

oy

¥ CRCtne. Plat! enlisted In the Army.
Nearby Is o Marine trainiog dase “Why o the hell are ygu dolug -
, for chopper pliots and & milllon-  that®™ Stutts asked thep.
'3 - acre testing ground where the “You have to Jearn & protect
Army rehearsed ftg 1580 Irsnlen  yoursell,” Platt repliad.
rescue attampt. . O O&

Plaft, & boy with few zthoee o ‘ v
fefends, ook up bow-sndarrow On leave, Pt stayed away
Bunting And learned to shoot & | YO Yuma He wrote sometimes.
22-caliber rifle. He showed litiie l Stationed at Fort Campbedl, Ky.,

. iterest in girls. “He was slways | Company B, 3rd Batulion, 187tk
© resl pessimistic,” eald lasty Infsntry, e took a desert biolog
Slutee, . ‘ course and eventually made the

Competitive, anxions to Sve up ArmY Rangers, the “elite fira-

to his fether's expectstions, Platy . #tike commando unlt that stakes

wated in the top 10 ;iegmm{ out tervitory for more heavily
mdmmwu;m,mdgmmm‘ o

¢ "twum % starters” ol Kola mﬁ; w&ﬂ; :m &{ioot, wu&r may

3o {eam, feoo S ; RN, eyes and
declured. He war m{yi!n“ﬁgbt wavy brown h:!.'r. wanied to be
games, sometimes scoring 20 T -
pzigt‘& “He couid think ubesd 10 Hﬁﬁ bgﬁgﬂh% shavad, WORE
E | d ﬁmm ) R ot iiuiﬁi . k w m PPN PRt RR S AR R

§. said coach Jobn ﬁ‘dénky % reservation. e marched through

T e agal. bou of thep » uighs aod iy 5
Howas wlweyea bt of arecal. ' TS

*He wis reluctast o be regimen. Wations. He traised in the desart.

ted ™ gald D Lewih Shoop, the o

schoo] sounselor, :

' protest what be delleved S0

e 2 ety e, e wa

opinjonated for Fight and wrong.

THE RBRaG = ‘.l“t w * ,w‘

Hea,” Stutis said. .
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bureaucrats who favored & divided '
Korsa. “BMike was very muoch the |
CAmerican. If be felt our ooun
7 was belng raped or molested, he

would rise
& Aboat I

serasd o change from & qulet,
. withdrews youlh into sn sloof,
T angry enitic. - .
Bt wax there, the FBI bellevey,
that he met Willam Matix, .8
- Tanadc very much Hke hlm. -

S,

try |

P kad & womething .
Bt : i

In the military, Michae! Piatt

s L ey oT—Y
He startad ¢ landacaps
with his brother, Tim, end seem-
ingly weorked bard,
“How are you doing today?” the
bors would ssk him.
YAn well 53 can be expected”
Platt wrodd anxwer, his eyes fixed
on the giound.
- Behind 4he trenguillily was
#ery. The Platts built a gx-foot
mound vutside the bouse, it looked
Hike » bunker. _
T When seighbors asked shout it

e band and I wantsd to save m
Dusineg it A 12 Save my

A neighbor alss detected trou-
Bie. “She waa alrald of him, She
didn’y ke his guns, She didn’t ke
Matix." She even though! that he
bad shat &0 death the couples
tarrier and snother dog. He said he
bad given them away,

Fegiana told the lawyer that her
Sushand was playing sround with
gune and that he sod Matix were
Eggstg out of stafe on weskends.

& ¥ . X Platt or Matix sssocisted with : ¢ _ he thought they were dolng
Tight-wing Survivallsts known to ﬁﬁlgmfggggxﬁiﬁﬁxﬁ .:;ﬁethm; Wegal the lawyer
partie ’i:ﬁb’ et Tx wldiers, | Other times, he would say the dirt Regins also told the lawyer of &
Eavestigatons have yor to svieomah | o5 10 8 cesspool. He promised to | o PRV M SO0 PG VOO E
It The opportunity was thae 0 | get vid of it her husband's girlfriends, “This
Song p\?&g %;:"5 ‘:;‘i " A few months before his death, | o LS cG L Bl things: Ome
cal ¢ juvestigiors are gxepti- | pelghbors mgﬁgﬁ ‘ahi?sg“““ﬁmh‘d was that her busband wes going o
® . “Somsone living in a 100,000 | Sorppeared. Surdivaiols comMOn { get & divorce. Two was that
“Bome In the suburbs sad arviog & | 2008 SR BUnke | Michael and this woman were
Jaguar doexa't pound like & srvi. - A pe e ok deeply 1o Jove. And three was that,
;:l.ésiwmp g:é““igge fedg&l sgent | o+ W & K gg:ffp be gone by Chrisimas-
8 fay Ley were - Sometime - between 1979 and - _
more capltalistic. They wguld de '&Sq:mfmsﬁmt 1883, the FRI pow Attorney Wick hired & private
anythisg for money, includiog  gelieves, Piatt went 1o Ohlo. There mmﬁug brace ‘g’; move.
» “killing peopie. : © | ba sought out Matix, bis old Army ::dﬂ“ ‘ o;ﬂ MS: - t;&’
i Upon discharge, Michael Platt | ; buddy. | thagea aa}r; w% ag:& a e
returned to Yuma in 16079.On the " 'Oq Dec. 30, 1983, someone . nd of town. They'd appar
.. visly, he exchanged “war storles” ! giabbed to desth Matix's wife, ] ently pick up thelr work orders
with Mary Stutts’ bushand, &8 pagricla, s & Columbus bospital | sad g0 &:*ﬁ _— -
ex-Marine with four combat tours - where she worked. o ifns! > t.h? d nﬁ koow what
i Vietoam, , Al the funeral, Paricla’s mother W88 Inside the warehouse. Crying,
Flatt quizzed Mm on survival  remembers an introdusien—ty a  Regina told snother Iriend: “My
“What did you do when you were——>3s called Michasl. bushand keeps threatening to kit
dropped ot of C-130s in the These devs, Cojumpus Police We. o v '
Jungle? How dig vou cateh snimals { w , , -  On Nov. 13, 1 g‘&i‘: Rcﬁm fh;ﬁ
for food? What evasive sctions did | Capt. Antone Lenata Is trylng to  Was Treated & an ﬂﬁdlﬁtu} (}
¥ou use to avoid thy enemy?  Bnd out Michael Platt's ‘where.  SRISHRSRCY Toom. Allegedly, it was
* A& & | abouts on the day of the murder. ﬁmm‘ ¢ pills, The hospiial con-
When Michael Platt moved to || “I'm not ast going to clesr u ad & computer entry, but wo
» "iﬁi?m" h& brought Mwim;;gm mw l :hug. ofg oge"‘ mthemmbec::i? { ﬁr{a There wad 5o police
wite and and his old Army | e dead, capiain .1 ¥ v v
fatigues. He wore them arcund the | “But both men have proven them-  Attoruey Wick saye Regins toid
%ﬁiéhmw four  blocks S;mth “;!1%? hf-zmrﬁ?g Bl Manx  PUS”
ads et Four e Tom § ng o ' At -
where he would dle. came va and pived Plate’s OB %ﬂﬁj%éﬁ?mﬁf
Regina Lylen was 8 tiny, plain. | landsceping business. . friend at s shoppt;
Batr B ey ot | They became tmi&nhlc. They  he's going to kil we' She was
s SE an ﬁk:d g “De | Went on out-ol-state unﬁnggspe- . uytng:'
Ia i ‘;f‘?m oL gditions ard deep-sea flshing tripe. | ALS ams, Duc. 21, 1984, Regina
¥ou Jove het 3 do you love BET | Bat caught & $8-Inch suifish. | Plate, 32, dfed of & shotgun blast to
BonT iend o e e || Rl "N s ouiiad & D mout, She %as sude 18 her
money isat important” - || Dve.foot hammerhead shark, bad. Her bugbund said be wa
Ontward! ke and Re Alter Matix's arrival, the mar- | asleep in the Florida room when
P pved o Buaiirum e th subooste, {1 tage of Mike and seiﬁe Plat § the blast awoke Bim. He mid be
in : wm;cm'm*’:ﬂeteﬁamm He bad aifairs, & | rushed to the other side of the
with &?m Sere The Plotss tag §l neighboc suid. Regina seemed des- | bouse and found e wife dead,
: cm‘m ) % || perate 1o msve her marriage. She Shs was five foot thres. She
. B"‘:m“ 5, and Ko 3. Duddy || Mas Sevastated when she fousd - w;mwwmmn:gfe
& pushed thmg"’ throa ‘i‘g" ‘Tove noter to Mike fromi another ' ahotgun, from trigger to muzele,
B Mw ‘hm gh the woman, She was devaststed whed  wa'25 Iaches ong. w &
Pt sudist st MimiDags | 365 husbead, who had § vasecto- 'f:-ﬁ%ﬂ-wﬁﬂ"ﬁ‘ ‘ '
Community €l m‘;m" in mr.mmmwmm,tm COThe trigger “war well within
o anity College. erolling i | gif these chiidren anyway?™ Ber reach,” said getective Daniel
: ‘ o landstasioe in the Tventually, Regina wermtteseew Borrego, sssigned to re-sxamine
§“%t¢zmw et T e pwyer g;,}.?.,;, ber ge, her  the case this mooth. dn 884, .
R o § Hatade md@ i e Bty - suthoritios had-raled the death a
and TR credi fears mnd Ber We Bhe woid ;
b o ae 's degroe. | 2forney Daniel A. Wick that her  sulcide. e
‘enoucgh for an sssoclate’s degree, | 8 anded that ahe have
which Be never buthered to plek ' - “‘” s m«ﬁmm Hlﬁﬁ: “The aly
P S A reason | 41 I sbe ol the

bewyer, “Is because 1 love
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say they foun

é&*‘d o a hoom:!r bebing the

hed _?onm Tound powder borns on
* the dead woman. Suspicious, PO
lice aloo siid they tested Dixtt. He
tested negative, “1 alwaye sugpect~
i mm, and that’s & much g 'l
Jouy,” maid police Officer Mark
_i-‘lggtte:@ “What you Teel and what
San prove sre two different
mng: Al the time, Platt told
police of his wife's brief afiair
with Matix. Platl dido't seem
upset by it, police said,

“Ba,sed on everything Pve geen,
1 thiak he Plxtt ‘h;i::d o mdg
megne

to de It i i =

sfixpotly where Willlam Mailx

. Was the! morning ix uaresolved,

Mayx
wake.
recalied. Heither was Platt.

*Ti sure he was BOt | saddened
tor much by het death,” Borrego
sald. “He was thinkiag about
divorcing. He may may nol have
been 100 distraught over 7

Reglng was burfed » Roman
&thclls:, Platt, born & Cathnlic,
resented the church, “He thought
#t was hypocritical and stupld,”

_said Mpry Stuns.
W Hr k4

A few days after Regina Platt's
death, Michael Plaft took the kide
to Disney World Jaod S‘.xnibei ln
m! nux #‘EW WWM A% ifw B
ihird wife and moved tn.?)al §W
B5th Lane on & cul-de-ssc ia 8 very
Quiet, up?er middle clasg develope
ment called the Hammocks

g & condiolence call at the

.

" knee. The
. tlained, would aggravate the can-
- CRT.

m‘d boddy, Matix,

- Mitchell &
buyﬁng ker iﬁ-faot mr&f‘%“

the Lady Miichell oui of North

-&mum “They told me cash was

50 object,” Mitchell said, “They
wahted pie 10 take $23,000 for the
boat. They wasted it real bad, sot

to run drugs, T'm sure”

Brends, ihe wew wile, ioid

" prople that her husband had quit

the landecaping businesy because
be had d:fulatary cancer fn hiz
ird chemicals, she

Dociors, she zaid, bad even

- gonsidered amputating his fool

& wasn't upset, & pelghbar bad

; would

Platt even ware & leg brace

‘sometimes. At autopsy Indicated

8o evidence of canger.

The new wile explalned other
inings 1o AnGiher nugnmr. “Mike
an insurance policy that -
puy off because De was-
totally dlsabled, Mike sald he was
more lucrative because he had feft
the hndscaping business.”

the last duey of his life, April
11, 1988, Michael Lee Platt was
out of the house xt T:55 am. He
drove Ris new stepson to high
school, along with & friend, Allan
i{mmeyer On the car radio, they
listened 0 YI0Q “Mike geenied
fine Woolmeyer sadd Go the
radio, there waz {alk of termrism
Eibyan terroriim.

Casually, Koolmeyer spake ol
his research paper. Flatly, almost

, sarcastically, Plati responded; “if §

were vou, I wouldn't worry about
the paper. The way things are
gainx in Lib;g;. you might ba-gane

P&m‘s aew wife Was an mnt- h.....ﬁ;ﬁ Wo bours later, Michael

uve, mmxu WoHan HR D!:f BLIB"
with 2 teen-age son. Her same
wat Brenda. They rented. Plant
guit the landscaping business.
(His young »on, Rysn, Wld a
ne{;hm after hh mmnn émtk.

) Ml\l:m.!l s & ¥R ol monty Bow

Yess BER gonns ;mnthree-
_wheel matartycie.
Becky echoed her brother. *We
Bave pew monay.

Police now belim mtt
lmn weu wbykona his

‘Nn.'%hmh with Matix, L;
¢ Platts had a television with

;i'i:mic screen,” a §2,500 robot

¢hildren and two all-tars

mn vehicies, Among oiher vebi-
clex veglvtersd o Platl werd &
chocolste-brown hguar. 2 brown

a white Chevy Blazer

Segpaed
Sﬁmeﬂmu he drove 3 motorcyele.

Ryan's sister

L& Flatt wu W
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Michael Platt — remembered as very determined with pent-up fury — was a
high school basketball star in 1973. ‘He could think ahead to avoid situations
going wrong. He wasn't one to get rattled easily,’ said his coach. That

characteristic remained. .. even to the very end 13 years later in a shoot-out

- with the FBI. At right, detectives look over an FBI vehicle car riddled with

bullets shot by Platt and his partner, - :

Y
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"FBI will

3

and hi

B?"H;r Franken
" Reoporiw

" WIAMI ~— The viclent Seathis of Wil
Ham R Matix and Michae! Lee Platt Jefs

Bmrmschsbtameidt

many guesiions, but the FBI will inventi- -

gate their lives “from the cradle fo the
grave” to try to amawer them, FB] Direc-
Jtor William Webater aaid yesterday.
Webster, attending the funeral of ane
of two FBI agenis killed by Matix, 34, and
Piatt, 32, promised the FEl won'{ rest
putil it sarns everything there is o know
sbout the two killers. L
Some of that information might shed
~light on the murder of Matix's wife
" Patricis, on Dee 30, 1983, in Riverside
Hospital in Columbue. She and & fellow
research sssistant, Joyee McFadden,
were stabbed to death. :
o dlier his wife's desth, Matix came
bere with his veung daughtsr, Melinsa,

Reverrinsaiasereeod - Clonnasiicimaict:
‘with Platt, an old service buddy, and took
part iv chureh 88 2 born-sgain Christinn,
Dr. Emit Ray, pastor of the Riversids

where Matix lived in 8 comfortable home,
said yesterdsy be caonol unrgvel the
gmﬁwwnﬂhem. ‘ o

*One of my deacons suggesisd that
instead of wondering how a bors-agiin
Christinn conld be a cold-blooded mur.
derer, that we Jook st Mis training in the
Army where bhe was trained o be »
professional o this sort of thing and
wonder that be:furoed that training
Jagainst agents of his own ouniry.®
Ruy said

id some church members ¢on-
sidersd themselves friends of Matix and
g.::m were {riends of the spents who
fwere killed and wounded in the shoot-put
Taat Priday. @ :

- *We have & lot of inw enforcement
‘prople in our group,” Kay esid. “There are
t by . B

“a-iprvewyly, two drug enforeement

Baptist Church in suburban Kendell leadingsl

II
|

_of his beliefs. “He was distranght over
_the dgﬁk of his wife, hué}}it 8 not rev he
SRRy r-guyeh alogh beblams,”

*nn%yd. “\??":s o really 3 phony? I don’t

' know that T will evér Xoow. ] do believe

scrutinize

lives of Matix
s pariner

two taghway patroimen snd members of
' the mvfaicipdpind Dade County depart-
4 snia dnd
two FBI agents. Our FBI members were
backup for the anes who were killed, and
it could juat as emsily have been them as
gaybody else at the shooting.” *—
Looking back on when Matix jeined
this ebureh in Aug;.mt 1984, Ray aaid, “He
wis Jonely and distraught, and he was
much eodesrned sbout his little givh He
was sctive In our group of single people,
" and he dated several of our giria. He aven
_ weked three of them to marry hin. One of
them :?}'Iﬂ {4 mg Zemarday, T almost did
marry that guy! . .

Ray said Matix played on the chureh
softhall team snd was & tough competi~
tor. He said Matix and Platt had done
somme work on the lawn and trees st the
church snd “they did a good job st &

ﬂmfnnﬂ

. He went into the landscaping husinesy reagonable price.

R

Tim

Lo, neves ugavf &gy biot thel SHe was
e of-crumet -

y brother dide's own any gune, 4o © of

mwy knowladge, He wan & prailing, bappy

i

r typical erimjmal™ -
Ray sai

ba taped Maiixh testimony

the church muet retain it yiinerability.

{ndicale page, noms of
P RDIERE, SRy S atade )
THE COLIMBUS DISPATOH
Coxte: i
{Edtion: B3
APfil 15, 1986
Tida:
Character:
o
Chzaication:
Submitting Otfice:
Hosng:

Plait, a brother of Michasl Platt,
told & Miami mewspaper that hishrother, -

Ray recalled that whea Matiz spoke s
chureh about the death of his wife, M
ended the talk by pinching put the flamy
& candie a8 an example of the brevity o

{ life and “how you'd better get ready fo
ﬁxy,wdﬁ'ing.mémza.nb'mmm ' deah® yo g® y f
¢ wis 5o Sinlke- B

" The Dade County medical zxamine
?utardag released the body of Matiz tey
funeral director, who prepared it fon
shipment by air to Ohio, "
@Emrhilgi ?da%m aignéﬁ more thas

B ple packed into Visitation Roma
Catgﬁc Chureh yesterday for the funer

If we begome foo vareful ind questioning.
we ey lose $ur compesslon. . 11 «
* . “That iy not the spirit of Cheist, who .

was also taken iu WM paiss. § think
we muat take pegy lo at f3ce viloe and

iova everybody who comes down the
ﬂﬂh" - ,A.q’: o - .

PO = AR oL -

-+
R N

&l of slain ageat Benjamin Grogan, 4

" Wabster asld he would attend services
today in Charleston, W.¥s., Tor Cerald
Dove, the other n!ai;wwt,
PR s oot o
P wounded in the
&hﬂot-qut g o o
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f Matix’

S private eye still

,trying to solve

Riverside mur

By Michael J. Berens and
3 Mary Yout
1 Lmerst vt

Ariemarin—

Copyergist 1984, The Dispaich Pristing Ca.

Despite William R. Matix's death in an FBI
shoot-out, a private investigator hired by his sttor-
neys ia still trying to solve the murders of Matix's
wife and a co-worker at Riverside Hospital.

Matix filed a $3 million wrongful death suit
againgt Riverside on Dec. 30, 1985. The suit said
Matix “suffered severe mental anguish” afier Pa-
tricia Matix’s murder in a research Jaboratory two

ears earlier, on Dec. 30, 1983, The suit says the
ospital did not provide adequate security.

Mr. Matix’s attorney, Craig Treneff, said the
suit is based on = theory that an unidentified
construction worker bound, gagged and repeatedly
stabbed Mrs. Matix, 30, and Joyee McFadden, 83,

sshosedodies were found in a hospital laborstory.

Treneff azid the private investigator is seeking
the construction werker's name snd will try to
build a case showing that the worker is responaible
for the murders. Columbus police have questioped a
construction worker in the slayings. .

thdicnio page, e of
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1 Based on search warfants and accounts from
police and other sources, the following is known:

Ny n Dec 806, 1983, at 505 p.an. the 06

Mrs. Matix and McFadden were found by their
supervisor. The supervisor, who was on vacation,
told police he went to the lab to pick up his mail.
The time of death was between 4 and Sp.m.

# McFadden's body was lying face down in &
pool of blood. Her throat was cut, and she had been
stabbed 19 times. Her wedding rings, with dia-
monds totaling 0.6 carsts and valued at about
$2,000, were misaing. Less than $20 was missing
from her purse. Bloody boot prints were found on
the floor. ' ]

® Mra. Matix's body was found in & 4-by-6-foot
tissue culture lab, or eold room, in the lab. Her
throat was cut, and she had been stabbed 16 times.
Her dismond wedding ring also was missing. Police
have not determined the value of the ring. Police
found 150 {ingerprints in the lab.

® The same weapon was used on both women. 1t
is described as a utility or folding knife with & 1-
adizchowide blade. Both women were gagged with

tape. A roll of tape was found. Fiber evidence
suggests the assailant wore cloth gloves. "

T e W

Police Capt. Antone Lanata said “new aven-
ues” were opened in the case after Mr. Matix, &
suspected bank robber, was killed Friday near
Miami in a shoot-out with FBI agents. Michael Lee
Platt, Mr. Matix's business partner and his suspect-
od partper in the robberies, and two FBI agents
were killed as well. Five agenta were injured.  ° .

LANATA SAID police will be looking for evi-
dence in Miami that could link either Mr. Matix, 34,
or Platt, 82, to the Riverside murders. The Dispaich
reported yesterday that Mr. Matix left Delaware
. County for Florida with more than $375,000, most
of it from life insurance policies on his wife.

“Treneff said be is waiting for one of Mr.
Matix's heirs to potify him whether to continge
“with the ivil suit against the hospitsl, Frasklin
County Commor Pless Judge Tommy Thompson
placed the suit on inactive status Friday until an
. y is named for Matix's estaie. e
{ The suit says the cancer research laboratory
“where Mrs. Matix and McFadden worked as re-
search assistants contained drugs in cabinets that
were “highly visible” and that.the hospital did not
§:upply the area with & camera or security guards.

.

|

. was assaultad about 480 p.m.

be

. POLICE BELJEVE their biggest break came
in Auguset 1984, when they matched the bloodrbest.s
print to & JCPenney boot. After sifting through
20,000 credit card receipts, they identified s con-
struction worker who worked st the hoapits] the
day of the murders. He owned a pair of boots that
matched the prints found in the research lsb. -

R ¢ worker told police he was assigned to work
:5 :h ut;xrw&l_lf?e?d io the umeay” frch l;b. His acbﬁunt '
e day differed “grea rom his co-worker's
y ‘account, police said. . T—
1 The man told police he left the lab ares about
845 p.m. In » second interview, he changed the time

t0 4:30 p.m. Police said they believe the first woman

In an addendum to a szarch warrant, police
#aid the man may have kept the murder weapon.
i;oiiea z;ealrgcgi‘edNthe g&an‘s Bomef and several
Cears Aug. 24, . No evidence was found.tq link

an to the murders, theysaid. . oo

Mr. Matix’s body has been flown fro

m Miam
to & Dayton funeral home. Funers! home officials
‘said no arrangements have been made,

roi/ph.,
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P_éllce say Matix Amxed"
lie test after murders

 § “} Mh:haei 3. ﬁ-erems
Foica

1988, 5» Dw Printing Cas
W;ﬂmm R Matiz, killed Friday if sp PBI
*hoot-out {n Mismi, refused to take & 1ie detector
a9t after his wife's murder in 1983 here, Culum-
bus police sources 8533 vesterday.
Sources sxid hs Wias uncooperative with invea-

*

e

fore
Matix's stlorney, Cralg Tremef!, sald veater

ili Matix once toid him that he “felt pressured by

ice” to take the test.

*Bil was incensed becauge be felt the police
mﬂ told the medis that ke was goin A take the
e9t,” Trenefl asid. *He felt corner

Police sources said John McFadden, husbaad
¥ Joyce McFedden 83, who was murdered at the
ame time a» Mrs, Hat:x, passed a lie detector

est. Br. McFedden was cooperative md fried to
ad his wife's killer, sourees said,

THE TWO WOMEN wers bound, Eo
speatedly sabbed in & research la rslnr}* at
deerside Houpital The case Is unsoived. -

komicide lnvestigntors, Michae! Elking
sd David Morris, feft Colunbus 1;esterdty for
{immi, where police hope the Matix or
ig buainess pariner, Michae! Lee Piaty, to the
h;b&flmng in the Columbus houpital on Dec.

Bir. Matlx and Platt wers kiiled im week
dring » S-minute gun battle with FBI agents.
w'genn were killed, and f‘ve others were

ib!umbus Polies ﬁ:pt. ‘Antone Lanstssald
«re is no direct evidenee to link either Mr, l!atxx
Platt to the Colombus murders.

Treaelf said &
# Mrs. Matic's killer is trying to prove an
dentified eoustroction worker committed the
arders. He refusad 3o identify t.hq mmtiz-tur

w‘

é»mhkms because he took two wesks off i lats
gm\u investigator Wired 'Qn

Tm:
Edbion;

iR

Charscirn

Chasficstion:
Butwritting Offics:

{icate pege, name of
HaCRser, CRY W Sab .
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ol PQL!CE SDURLE said pa!we believe t.he
murders sould have been premeditstsd. Police
have publicly said & robber could have panicked |
and killed the women. Wedding nng sty and
other jewslry taken i‘ PO t]:e women's bodies are
 wigsing.

The source said 2 voll of tape fmmd in the lsh.
used to bind the women, apparently belonged i4
the killer. The hospital never bought that brand Of'
- tape.

A fingerprint found in the lab belonged to Hr*
Matix, whe sald he had visited his wife two days
earlier, the source said. Pulice believe the izﬁeﬁ- -
wore cloth gloves, the souree said o~

Palice alw believe Mre. Matix was the ﬁn&
vietim, the source said, bocause her body ap~ |
preared to be hidden in & tissue culture lab,
similar 4o 8 refnfamtad elosat, i!rs ?&cFaddm
may bhave besp killed afier she prised the
killer. The killer tgrsmd to be “morein e mth’“
when killing Mra. McPFadden, the spuree

¥o » Jan. & 1984, interview, By, Mutix md hi!
wife had been concerned about s lack of security.

Br. Matix said his wﬂe Ie!t iii:e & "trappsd nt" ’
while in the lah.

THE DISPATCN rep rwd that llrr
Matix filed 2 $3 milllon mngful uth pui{
agsinst Riverside Hospital on Dec. ‘

A federal Investigator said Maﬁ: t han

been in money troubie early in 1985, Earli ex llr“

Matix and Plait formed » tlandacuping du piness. - .
A brother, Feol Matix, sald surlier this tES

“that William Matiz did not sebm to hn OB

SE5 a0 thay e Migbﬂﬂmemw,i( |
ot e o

Funeral nrrangemems for Matix should be

coraplete t-a-dny, & spokesmtn for & Dayton funerax
hame uud. P

.
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Gun links |
Matix,Platt

- Christy Matix, sa

Baliz’s eﬁrun g wife,
the: ggents
welred the evidence inst Fﬂday

to rock pit
shooting

MRCHAEL CARMIER

Wit Wepnyy T bir

FRI agents reconstructing
- the Hves of two men gunned

down In last week's South
Dade shoot-out have dlseov.
ered eight wespons and mm-
roonition at the men's homes,
Inciuding & revolver linked o
B &uempted murder at &
. West Dade rock pit.

Agents loakm; fiar wsdenee
that could te Willlawm R, Ma-
tx and Michae! Lee Platt 30 3

- giring of viclent crimes found
insldc Matix's home & 38088

pistal belonging to Jose
Cotlum. waid FBI spokesman
Aling Martinez,

Collazo was shot four Hmes
March 12 by two men who or-
dered Bimy into 2 canal at a4
rock pit south of the Tamiam!
Tral] gnd 157th Avenue, Colla-
23, who fraquented the mk
Et for larget shooﬁnf

ft Tor dead x5 he lay bleed]
and motonless at the wmsr %
edge. After (he two men lafy,
taking with them his black,
Iate-model Chevrolet Monte
Carie, Collazo, 30, crewled
out of the guarry and stum-
bled for miles to a phone. i
4§ Matlx, 35, snd Plast, 32,

| werg driving the stolen car §
whes FBI ageots somered
them bebind the Rixie Beile
u Center in Sunilang

fast . The viclous gon
battle ﬁm “fotlowed left the
suspects snd  agents Jerry
Dove aod Benjardn Grogen
ﬁﬁﬁ Flve other agesls ware

M iadiase s the pirtol
found st Matix's home was fn
%:onama possession whes be

}mﬁrﬁmm
gu:nto at incident,” Marti-

um.ines said agenix alss
discoversd & 23-cullber rifle,
tore pther wWes msnm-
eant amounty © mm
two walkio-talkies and
ing “that could have bﬁn need
guisen,” when they

vombad  Matix's home &
ISBIS R W. 85th Ava

e e o e Moo

when they condugied the
pearch.

At Plett's home gt 1801
B.W. B8tk Lane, four other
weapons were {ound, Mm&-
mex salg. No descrl oﬁ
THOSE WeEPOnS Wak el

The FBI spokesthan wa the
sgepls will continue {0 delve
inlo the bizarre backgrounds
ol the two men whose puty-

| matic wespon Tire and shoy-
C gun blasts marked the bloadls

st day in FBI history.
The two are Fu i im &t
feast Blx srmored Car and

baak holdups in Dade, plus at
fesst two possible murders
and shootings st the rock pit.

Partly pecause of thelr cool,
deadly attack on the agenis
rying to Emsuan them, offi-
cials in&h Iy speculated that
the palr might bave been
linked to terrorists. Martines
el agents continue 10 check
thel possibility, bt ihal no
longer sppears to be the case,

In & pew development Ip the
case, the FBI, led by an snsuy-
wous Uy, vesterday recoversd
& white plekup truck owoed
by Matx and belleved to have
been used In the Collaxo
ghooting. The truck was in the
parking of an apariment coms

lex a2t Southwest 104th

teest and 79th Avenue, said
Metro Eoiue spokesman Wik
liam Jo

Faw! Miller, Miami ¥Bi

keaman, said the same ve-

1o oould also be Baked o

ﬁa@ Jan. 10 Bﬂm m

135'&5 Sb%{:lc H.!;hw mn
fng that rod! rin

ployer Ernests m;&.
wais eritically woupded.

Bitier said the sesallaniy.
ueed 3 gold Monte Cawrlo to
brave the scene of the bank
robbery. A witness who fol-
Joweed that car saw the assail-
anty ;et into 8 whits pickup,

The Mogte Cario was traced
t Emilio Briel, who has been
miu&n; since October when

¢ beft Big bome 40 §0 lerget £

shooting a1 m geme aban-

goned ch
bauwed Briet
:;.'ﬁ murdered and his s car o o

owte Page__ 3A .
Fowet: mpril 17, 1386

Characw
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nigexey.

St ggeg‘ ot el
&

wm‘i‘d m&*ﬁ?yfiﬁ and  bun-
Treds of feders) and local law

B ST BT O Y SV Pl SRR ALY T PO I T

eufmmeuz officers attended
fuperal servicss for bim Mo
cay io Mismd, Wchﬂﬁm:an i
teaded the fugera! Tuesday of &
slaln agent Dove fa c&nﬂﬂ-
fon, W, Va. :

g{(?:-gé News Re
gﬂaﬂ Fress cﬂntf!buwﬁ
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eighbors—
y Platt,
wife argued

FBI slaying suspect
pmbed in her death

BRIAN DUFFY
4 SYDNEY P. FREEDBERG
Beralyd Stalf Writer

- Neighbors of Michas! Platt, one

o two men dnvolved In thE —Teighbors of Michae! and Regisds

Kendall shootout that klled tw
1 agents, say they felt sorry for

Blatt's first wife, Reging, because
the two had 8 rocky marrisge.

. Detalls of Michae! and Repina
Flatt's marviage have become im-
gurtant because investigators have
-opened the case of her Decem-
:;‘rd ém death, initlally ruled a

e

r Meanwhile, oo Thursday senlor
#31 agents ot their most detalied
mﬁt af th;:l worst Ta_:hwﬂng in

~bureau's history. Twoe sgents

weie killed and five more wound-

f}f suspecied bank robbers Platy
his partner Willlam Matiz.

; Matia's first wife, Patricls, was

dered {n Columbus, Ohie. In

Bt of lant weel’s violench, some
eotives now Eay they belleve
x and Platt, who were best
fiénde, may have bad a pact o |

igwfde, wder thelr wives.
%ﬁ:ﬁ Thuraday, the Dade Medical

ner’s Office and the Dade

¢ Atiorney's Office refused 10
frovide The Miami Hevald & copy
of. the two-yearold death tepont
Tar” Regioe Platt. The report is &
‘%hnc vecord, bul proseculors said
Tursdsy the report was sealed
Hecause of the new jnvesitpation.
" Detectives from Columbus were |
in Miaott Yhursday io Interview
Trierds of Matix and Platt, In

muﬂnﬁe began o deterorste In
the fall

fiefore Regine Platt died from a
utmi‘iun blast to the head in their
Sou

gportly before she died,
death, Platt remarried.
ria the briefing with the ¥8Y |
 Homlcide detectives confirmed ||
‘ gm Sprcial Agent Edmundo Mir

nd Batiz. Both were hit in the
gim& by .3B-caliber slugs, slmost

%mre o the left foresrm. Spe-

&nmﬂly kave enough fnforma-

Bany as four shootings snd eight
ibberfes of maredﬂme“k; gﬁ h

it siid Thursday the couple’s

of 1984, severs! months

it Drade home. .
v Neighbors sald they could hear
¢ couple arguing at the three..
m tan stucco house on
hithwest 815t Avenue. They said
H had asked her fora divorce

\ Three weeks after Regina's

es wis the one who killed Platt

riainly from Mireles revolver,
ireles ls recuperating fn South
lemi hospital with a compound

8 agents John Hanion snd

rdop MeNelll were recuperating
bursday in e large private room

Baptist Hospital.

They were Yisted in fair but

ble condition. . —
4+ Metro-Disde bomiclde and rob-

ry detectives say they may

o Huk Pt and Matx to as

TRE MIAMI BERALD
Miami, FPlorida

“lose ToGE aC
’t&m BROWARD
April 18, 1986
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Michael Platt; Suspacted in
wife's desth.

PR

g CTiRE, —

ther vosn had a criminal vecord
aud thelr were few obvious signs
of their predilection lor viclence

#earch of clups in the Patrisia] D2uks jn South Dade. Police are

Batix slnying.

mped, bowever, because pel-

y
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‘FBI did me~
favor,” wife
of killer says

& FBI finds gun linking pair 10
rock pit shooting, 3A

DAN CHRISTENSEN

sl St R apurior

Christy Lou Matix doez not
weep for her dead bhusband. She
says her tears for him were spent
months ago amid the pain of & bro-
ken marriage.

“I gon't grieve for Bill. 1o fact, ]
guess the FBI did me & favor by
taking hlm out,” ahe said. “j
grieve for the families of the
agents who were killed.”

William Matix snd Michael
Platt, the man police have said
was bis close [riend, died together
Friday in s bloody South Dade
shoot-out that also claimed the
fives of two FBI agenis. Five other
agents were aiso wounded in the

up battle that began after the

wmen tried o stop Matix and
Platt 1o question them about & se-
ries of mrmed robberies snd mur-
ders.

Mrs. Matix, speaking publicly
oo the trapedy for the firet time
yesterday, said Esster was the last
time she saw her estranged hus-
band.

She sgid, ¥] went 10 show him
our baby. He didn't want anything
to do with that baby. He said, ‘Get
out of my life. 1 don't éver want to
see you agein”

The Matix's son had been born

e Ploage so8 MATIX, SA

%
- Wy
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Dec. 27. His father had never seen
him, Mrs. Matix sald.

Mirs. Mstix sald that while she
was saware thet her husband had
worked with Platt in the landscap-
ing business, she had only met
Platt once. She sald that as far &s
she kpew, Platt and ber husband
were bpot particulerly close
friends

*1 don"t know much about that,”
ahe said.

“We, the family, are ay bafiied
&8 the rest of the world about
what happeoed. We thought the
life Bill was portraying was real
and those of Wi who had dally con-
tact with him dids’t koow thls
other side. We are alf the victims,
::Jtd agents and his famlly,” she

“Today I just feel that Bl is
putling us through something we
shouidn't bave 1o go through. We
are having to answer questions
that we don't have answers for.”

Christy Horne, a devout Chris-
tian, and Bill Matix had ¢lo to
the west coast of Florida May 17
following & short courtship, she
said. The couple hsd met while
ﬁhgl‘ng In & church-sponsored vol-

yball game the previous March.

*He had so open personality. He
was very honest. We shared the
samée goals.” Mra. Matlx, 29, recal-
led. “He seemed Uke Pastor (Emit)
Rey at Riverside (Baptist Church)
had sald, that he was a Christian
person who wanted to do God's
will. But Satan can even getinto s
Christlan's life. It's a ¥ SLrug-
gle 1o keep him 0UL." me e

Christy and Bill Mastix fived to-
gether st 1503)1 S.W. 88th Lane
with Melissa, Matizx's young
f;u;hter from a previous mar-

age.

Mrs. Matix says she saw nothing
unusual adout her husband during
that tme. She said he tiked 1o col-
fect antiques, go deep ses fishing
and work with wood.

“He enjoyesd making wooden
toys — airplaneg, tractors, ducks.
He had » bandsaw gnd fine tools
and whal he tumed out was very
beautiful. He made them for klds
and he made them child-proof. so
they ¢ouldn’t hurt themselves. |
keep asking mysel! how could
snyone thet makes & Uttle wooden
train for 8 child have ended yp like
this?" :

The marriage came {0 an end 8§
sudden!y as it bpgan. Mrs. Matx
discovered she was pregnant. The
news did not gt well with het hus-
band.

“] really believe BII jost flipped

out, whatever you want w call it

4 year ago,” she sald.

Mrs. Matix, who left her bus-
band after he announced his dis-
pleasure at her pregnancy, sald
she filed for divorce last fall at
Matiz’s request. Her atlempls to
save the marrisge falled, she said.

“I went through my grief hack
then,” sald Mrs. Matix, who in
March was lald off from her job as
& telepbone cervice representative,

The divorce was sill pending
when su unsuspectiog Mrs, Matix
drove past the police cars that cor-

"doned off the spot where her hus-

band lay dead. On the car radio
ghe heard about what had hap-
pened, but the names of the dead
were yet to be made public.

“I had the same reaction every-
obe did,” she said.

That evening, she said, a relative
called (o say that & man named Bill
Matix had bees killed by the FBI
and asked her if it was her hus-
band. *1 sald, ‘Oh, no. It ¢can't be’
But | made & note to watch the 10
o'clock news and when | heard
both Bill and Michael's names 1
knew it just kad to be. | was
ltqued. 1 thought T was dream.

in&

spite an exhsustive police in-

westigation that Inciudes FBI a1-

tempts 1o develop psychological
rofiles of both Mat!x and Platt,
rs. Matlx doubts there will ever

be &Ny AnswWers.

“The only two who know were
Mike and B she sald. "All 1
know is that ] made a mistake.
Even we Christlans aren’t infslli-
ble. God protects people even
through our mistakes. P'll go on
from here and I'l trust jo Him.”

Still, Mrs. Matix says, she
dreads that future moment when
she will have to tell her son about
the day his father dled. oo
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T Matlx’s mother
> béffled by lt alr

* By Michael J Berenl
lo Boeoteh Potics Rusocter

Coprright 1986, The Dispatch Printing: Ca Bt

KEW MADISON, Ohio — The FBI ¢alled
William R. Matix a cold-blooderd killer, but
* Matix treasured a stuffed toy elephant from
his childhood and kept it on his bed until the
day he died.
: The William Matix who was killed Friday
ip & Miami shootout with eight FBI agents
” was 8 person who laughed while his mother
spanked him then ran to the barn to weep.

Columbus police say Matix is & suspect in
the 1983 murder of his wife.

In an interview yeswrday. Yvonne Emer-
ick, 60, Matix'a mother, said, "I swear o God,
if he dropped me dead on thisepot, that I had
#io idea that Bill was ke that

“" ' '\nrl l.r-x
police myself A

Emerick and her hushand, Rey Emerick,
sat in their amall farm house here, about 30
miles west of Dayton, and telked, cried and
sometimes lsughed while recalling their son.

Mr. Emerick had open-heart surgery sev-
eral years ago. He sat in 8 living room chair
where tears gave way to words. Mrs. Emer-
; ick, a victim of six strokes and ope heart
1 wttack, sat st a kitchen table.

Mre. Emerick wept the most when she
ta!ked sbopt the two FBI sgents gurined

down by her son and his busipeas partner,
Michael Lee Platt.

“] know what thejr wives must be going
through. It's a terrible thing.” she said.

And, deep in ber heart, she wonders how
her son, a man who wrote poems of love to
his family, became such a siranger.

“My ounly feelmg is somewhere down the
live, and it hasn't been too far, something
D8 -1t bad to0," she said.

3 gti; was born in 1951 in Lewisburg,
) Ohio, nesr Dayton. By age 12, his father and

mother were divorced. His mother remar-
. ried, and he, his brother and two sisters

i dnoved 1o New Madison. N

g e
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*Things were tig'bt. I mean very tight. We

didn't have money,” Mrs. Emerick said. “We .
J}ngare n.n}'lhmg." s
¥ liam was a shy boy who stuttered, she

said. :
Classmates often taunted him, but he

found & way to make it ap advantage. He

became the class comedian, his mother said.
*He could make anyone laugh at the drop

“of 8 hat,” she said.

By the time he was 10, Matix was working
in hayfields for 75 cents a day 1o help support
the family. During school months he worked
until 1 a.m. on 2 chicken farm, she said.

Although William made fun of his pwn
speech problem, he was too embarrassed to
try out for the high school basketball team
because of it, his mother said Before gradoa-
tion he enlisted in the Marines without
telling his family.

“He gaid, ‘I love my country.” He said,
*‘Mother, don's iry to stop me,' " she 8aid.

Visions of glory turned sour when he
becgme a cook in the Marines, Mrs. Emerick
said.

After he left the Marines, he worked in a
manufactoring plant in Troy, Okio, for a
year before joining the Army where he
became a military policeman, she said. While
attending a speech school in Washington,
D.C., he met his first wife, Patricis.

Matix's mother said he left the Army,

(

" went to a cooking school in New York and a

Ineat-cutting school in Tolede. In 1876, he
faarried Patricis. He moved to Columbus
Weter, after landing a job as & grocery store
Meal cutier. Later, the couple

Delaware. Vo ey

Christmas 1982 was filled with joy, Mra.
Emerick snid. William and Patricia spent
the holidsy in New Madison. Five days Iater
Patricia and a co-worker were bound, gagged
and stabbed to death at Riverside Hospital,

Patricia was buried in a pants suit, her
Christmas gift from William.

William moved to Florida because he
wanled to %Et rid of the pressure, his mother
said. Also, Michze! Lee Platt had offered him
a job, she =aid. . -

Mrs. Emerick admits there is a side of her
son she never saw, He remarried in Florida
without first telling his family. Not until the
day after his death did Mrs. Emerick learn
he had an infant son.

She may never know what changed her
_son, she said. Her only bope mow is that
people will forget and forgive,

There will not be & funeral service for Mr.
Matix, his mother said.

The funeral home was told to bury the
body and notify the family later.

Matix now lies in an unmsrked grave in
?}':’ew Madison, still elose to his mothers

eart.

Second wife says she doesn’t grieve

MIAMI (AP} ~ The estranged wife of
William K. Matix said she does not grieve for
her hushand and thinks the “FEB] did me u
favor by taking him out.”

Christy Lou Matix, 29, said she had oo
idea her husband may heve been involved in
gix bank and armored car robberies.

“] have the exact same questions every-
one ¢lse had,” she maid Wednesday. “How
cogld it be? Why didn’t anyone koow? He

was & master of deceit and disguise.”
Matix, 34, was known as a born-sgsin
Christian who liked making wooden toys. He

married Cristy Horne in May. Within two

months, Mrs. Matix, then pregnant, moved
out.

“1 didn't understand why I left,” she said.
“It went against eéverything 1 believe in
about family and children. Now I know: The
Lord took me out of there.” By




Yvonoe Emerick, st times tearful, talks

a_bout'he'r son, William R. Matix







i!hﬁ-u*e Phie npre o
Peadiane £, B slate |

TBE MIAMI BERALD

B o Cigomg = Space Beow) § Miami, Fl erida
e ‘ 1“# P&ge
TR _TNATO COYAT i April 19, 1986
ALIRT R VY. O O YY | :
- ——— *?l‘ﬂl _
R o'l ® 1 QI‘IW‘ 9 :
e TE ir el | 'Y e‘ T .
- *®
€VIil 111 K11iCI €S
#hn
) = g Dige
! L PIRMY
‘g ikv.dnguﬂg
First of o series e
; ngz*mm MERZER R
raid Seniar Wniler 13 k y
UMBUS, Ohio -~ George Buchanich ssw VXIAL.E{“?&I . .
sﬁmﬂgxi?g in Wil}ia“m MatiT‘igeyes, sa;mthmf he ST MATIX scared his
can'l deline, something evil, He saw this.at the worst s -
possible  moment v,ghm his daughter, Pairicis. fiancee’s father.
introduced Matix &3 the man she spen would marry. Flae Ir
Buchanich shivered, &nd when Patricia and He vS gomg to hurt
Witliam ieft for 2 walk in the park. Buchanich turned our Pa{ty? her dad

o his wite, gnd his voige trembled,

“Somebody Tollow them,” Buchanich said, "He's
going to hurt our Pauy.”

E:rght vears later, Patricis, 30, was desd. Her
throm had been cut. She had been stabbed 1% times.
Her body was stiffed in & refrigerated room at the
Columbus Bospital in which she worked & co-work-

<aks0 was siain.

Ang pow, William Matix i3 desd. riddled by
sullets in & savage Miami gunfight with FBI agents
April Fi. Two agents were killed and five others
wousnded. Also kilied was Michae! Lee Platt, Matix’s
sariner in erime. T

Matix, 34, and Platt, 32, sre suspecied in a series

L 1

?

said. Later, Patty
was murdered.

of Sputh Florida bank and armoved car robberies.
They glso might have conspired o kil each other's
wife, police sav. S
Buchamch it seems. had sensed what others are
only now learning: Wiliam Maux wes not the
weil-balanced, passive man he sppeared o be.
There was gnhother side to Matix, perhaps a side
thal was just germinating &1 the time Buchanich met

him, that later was to flower in brutal violence on g
quiet Kendall streel ~ and, poasibly, in a Columbus
Dospitel laborstarny.

Police guestioned William Matix after his wife
died. They were not completely satisfied with his
aiibi or his atlitede or his refussl %o ke s
Be-detector test.

But they did not charge hnm 1] hmf svidence,

......

they asld. No defimtive proof b was anyihing but &
peaceful family man.

Now, a5 {riends and relatives ip bis home state
search their minds for explanations, & wvastly
different picture of William Matix Is beginaing to
&merge.

It is & plcture that, like & mosaic, must be pleced
topether. No one, even those closest to him, knew
vugumuch about Matix. g

t doterviews with friends, neighbors and
reintives reveal these brosd outlines:

& He was unusually shy and withdrawn, uncom-
monly secretive. He never told his {amily-ol.e son

Please lury (o MATIX F 224
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iller

Wi 2L from 1A
Irom 8 brie! second marriage.

& He was restless and could not
retain & job. He worked briefly as
& chef and & meat cutter. He tonk &
vocational course to become a
helicopter mechanic.

Primarily, he lived off his wite's
exrnings and {frequent bandouts
from his in-Jaws,

Neighbors say Patricis did not
want to work after their child,
Melissa, was born in October
I9B3. 8Lt she Had s cholce, and
she wis murdered her first week
back &t work.

& He grew up modestly, but ke .

developed a tasie for money. After
Fatricia’s dealh, he collerted as
tmuch as $350,000 in Jife insurance,
and he began spending. it

He bought & used 1952 Dldsmo-
blle 98 1o veplace his aging Pontiac
and his dead wife's broken-down
Ford Pinto. He bought § big, black
Yemahae motoroyele. He buill &

#rage next o his home in

laware, Chio, sbout 20 miles
rorth of Columbus,

He dressed belter and lived like
be wanied to enjoy life.

& Al the same time, ke seemed
prepared for his own end.

When his wife died, Matix paid
2200 for a doudle piot &t nesrby
Chesire cemetery. He bought &
double, marbie hesdstone.

At the top is the nyme Matix. At
the right. it says: Patricia M.,
1933-1983. At the left, it says:

Wiliam R, 18%1-. The rest is |

blank, ready for the end of his
story.

Mot buried there

Now, both are dead, but no one
fs buried there. Witliam will be
buried near his family’s home in
Mew Madison, Dhio: :

. Patricle’s body was removed
fast August at the request of her

ents and reburied sear their
ome {a Russeilton, Pa.

Matix agreed to the move, but
inade one stipulation: Patricin was
ot 1o be buried In @ cemelery

aifillaied with the Romsa Catholle -

Church. $Hp bhaed the Catholic
church.

s &es bewrdyed

9

from & seripus stutier and was

ercilessly ridiculed. He never
fought back. Sometimes he made |

fun of himself, adopting 1Qe rale gf
class clown. '

He hept within himself any
anger and frustration he might
have fell.

And then, near the end, he
embarked
crime, & secret fife that was
hidden from everyone but Michzel
Platt — and George Buchanich,
who somehow sensed the evil
possibilities furking within Wik
Harn Malix.

Most peopls called him Bili,
aithough his cldest friends in New
Madison had another pickname for
him.

"We called him Willie because
he stuttered g ot in schoa! and it
was Hke & ke seid Doriel
Studebaker. his best friend in New
Madison. “You know, Wah-wah-
wah-willie™

Matix fived in a small, rented
farmhouse on the outskirts of
wen. His mother moves there
alter divorcing his alcoholic father
angd remarrying.

Otherwise, everything seemed
pretiy normal. Matix earned pock.
el money by collecting eggs at &
bepidy chicken farm: he drove
archnd with the guys; they took in

- & movie when they could sfford it

But he left town & soon as
pussible, joining the Marines right
after high schoo! graduation.

He served sevenm years in the
Marines #nd Army. He cured his
stotter, met his future wife, ang

't Michue! Plats.
Lau—!cis‘l parents felt very un-

eisy about Matix, but they sgresd
¢ the marriage,

“She seemed fo love him very
much,” said. Annay Buchanich, Pu-

on & life of wviglent:

evil, in-laws recall

At AS 8 tesnager. he suffered *

|

kept Mo themselves. -Bul she re-

{ lab assistant at Riverside

 brielly separated < over fingncial

tricia’s mbther, "g@;’gst could we
dﬁi&jﬁ OUP BEDY." Lo

Farming town
After the marriage In 1975, the

couple moved o Columbus gnd
then Delawsare, 8 farm-oriented

' community of about 19000 pes-

ple. They and & large, black,
mixed-treed dog nemed Ben fivad
in 2 modest house on & wopded
one-gcre ot

Patricia’s parents gave them the
$4.000 down payment and bought
theme furaniture ang & npew haater
&nd other things.

But the couple sifl had money
woes. Matix, trained g5 a cook and
butcher iy the service, meandered

t from job to job.

“He seemed Testless,” said Rev.
David Culver, the couple's pastor

“#1 the Calvary Baptist Chureh in

Delaware. “He was e kind of
guy wha couldn’t stay seiifed in
ong vpeation™ .
Fairicia’s parents helped, giving
her hundreds of dollars.
Eventually, she took 8 job 15 2
eihod-
ist Hosplisl, ‘
She Uked her work, but Patr:
cia’s friends also have been quoted
&3 saying that Matix developed an
insatiahle appetite for money, and
that the couple fought — and

disagreements. .
Sundy Leake, a next-door agigh-
bor in Delaware, said the Matixes

Mmembered one casual conversation
fn which Mathx said he and
Patricls were having prédlems snd

were being helped by the church. |

Culver, %l;e Baptist pastor, said
the Matixes never sought profes-
siona! counseling but might have
received solace throuph their in-
creasingly active role in church
affairs. He sald Willlam Matix had
helped the congregation bulld &
aew church. i

He sald Patricia Matix, ralsed as

She eventuslly brought. isla the
ifald-bor busdand.
~Helther Culver nor wlee
can explaln Matix's shmity for the
Catholic church, Culver theorizes
thet Matix, with the passion of the
"sewly convertsd, adopied and
exaggerated some of the historicel

renflicte hativaxe the txon errung. .

& Catholic, had “sccepted Christ.” ©

f
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Back to work . __

When the baby came, Matlx was
studying o be s helicopier me-
chanic. Without other reliable
means of support, Patricia reluc.
tantly returned to work six weeks
after giving birth,

At the end of the first week, on
Friday, Dec. 30, 1983, she was
brutally murdered. Also killed in
the faboratory was Joyce McFad-
den, 33, & co-worker.

The murders occurred between
4:35 p.m., when the women were
last seen alive, #nd 5:03 p.m.,
whet the crime scene was discov-
ered by their boss.

Police believe that Patricla was
killed first, because her body was
hidden In 8 refrigerated room.
McFadden's body was found on
the floor of the lab, snd police say
she may have been killed after she
surprised the murderer.

Columbus police Capt. Antone
Lenata said one of the two women
struggled briefly — he won't say
which — but the other did nof,
kugpesting that this vigtim knew
ber killer.

William Mstix claimed he was
home with Melissa during the
crucial 28 minutes between 4:25
pm. and 5:03 p.m. Hs gaid he
spoke with Patricia by phone at
aboyt 4:10 p.m., and police said
telephone records substantiate the
five-minute call.

Nevertheless, Lanata said, Matix
¢asily could have left home afler
the call, driven 1d the hospital and
then killed the women — gi
before 5:03 p.m.

Matix aiso sald a friend called

. oM IAN SMITH 7 Mgl Horelg $tet
Matix"s home pn Winter Road in Delaware, Ohio, )

H "(E;.giﬁ.tzr :
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wer?

him just after §:00 p.ow o velate &

news Teport aboul murders ai the

bospital. This slso was confirmed

by police, but under their scenanis,

h{aux eould have relurned to his
by shen

» ﬁaiixg said he began calling

Patnicia's Jab after heaving of the
murders, bul there was no answer,
Lapata seid his men were there in
force, and theré was ne wuch call.

Found fingerprint

Police aiso reportedly Yfound &
Williamn Matix fingerprint in the
fab. He said he visited Palrinia
there two days earlier. ,
" When police locused on motlves,
the spotlight fell on the viclims
bushands. .

lLewrence McFadden, an execy
ive Jor & compuler COMPIBY,
cooperated entirely, Lanatz said.
McFadden took apgd pagsed »
lie-detector test.

Matix refused 1o take the test,

saying he was concernegd aboyul the
test's BUCUTECY.

Lansta sald police also sefzed on
inconsistepties in Malix's alibi,

incleding some confused accounts .

of his movements.

He paid detectives also didn’t
Hike Matin’s veaclion 1o the death
of ks wife.

“The fevel of ¢fricern, the leved
of willingness to help, some of
those si;pé of things. some of the
things he seid.” Lanala said.

Neighbors, friends end others,
said Malix seemed shattered.

They believe that Patricia's
death, rather than being the first
episode of Malix’s crime spree,
triggered & deep emolivnal re
sponse that developed more fully
fster,

Found it in Miandt~—

¥ was with him the day alter

the murder, and the man was

broken” ssid Culver, the paster,
£ S ,

w

“No way could be have done it
Whatever he gat into, he got into
in Mismptlerr—s

Police said they Investipated
Mutix completely, then focused on
another suspect — gn unidentified
Construction worker in the area at
the time: The werker owned & pair
of J.C. Penney boots that matched
8 bioody fooiprint found on the
sene.

Although palice claim their In-
vestigation was the most thorough
i ¢ty history, aeighbors on either
side ol Matix's home told The
Herald police never questioned
thesi, never asked if they saw
Matix leave s home during those
crurial 28 minutes. Neither saw
him leve.

Alter hearing reports of Matix’s
¢iose Triendship with Platt, Lanata
dispaiched detertives fo  South
Florida Iast waek 1o zee # Phant
was linked 10 the murders in
Columbus. Anns Buchanich said
ghe was Introduced at her daughe

| N

X M
ter's funeral to & man calied
Michael, said to be Malix's old
military buddy and whose descrip-
g?a generally ‘matches that. of
1&it.

After hiy adfe's daath  ans
before moving to Flonds zix
months later, Malix begsn a
spending spree.

“Patly hed to live on a meager
amount, and ke went snd splurged
tike & millionaire after her desth.”

said Anng Bucharich.

She said she and her hushand
believe what has happened since
then confirms their initial fears of
William Matix.

“I suspecied he had something
to do with Palty's death from the
beginning,” she said. “I dom't
know exactly why, but | dig.

*We knew gomething was
wreng w;:'h him ﬁ?’om lén ﬁJrst day
we met him,” she saidg “Just b
looking at him.” ' y

Sundey: A& reconstruction of the
Kendall shool-oul,

kLA NN A R e
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Dillinger, “Pretty Boy™ Floyd,
“Baby Face™ Nelsot and the other
daring bank robbers who warred
wilh federal G-men in the 18305,

Hardly anyone bad heard of the
two men who made April 11, 1986,
the hicodiest day in FBI history.

A4 the people wha thought they
knew William Matix, 3¢, and M-
chasl Platt, 32 were wrong.

*§t just doesnt make any sense ™
gaid Metro-Dade Police Maj John
Farrell, bead of detectives, "Peo
ple don’t just turn up sl of the
sudden and siart murdering and
robbing ¥ ‘

- Friends, neighbors and refatives
diseribed Plstt and Matix s bud-
dies from Korean military duty
who ran @ lawn care business and
lived quiet, suburban family lives.
BMalix bad been profiled recently in
& churck magagoe thai descri{»ed
bow his born-again Christian faith
belped him deal with the brutal
ﬂgi{tg of his first wife.

hio detectives are Laking a new
fook at the Dec. 30, 1083, stabbing
deaths of Patricia Matix and an-
other woman &t 8 Columbis bospi-
tal. They pow think Platt may have
dotie it. Melre-Dade police are re-

sholgun death of Platt’s lirst wile,

which had bees ruled a suicide.
FRI agent Gordon MeNell] I re-

cowering frome chest and hapd

er M-14 sutomatic rifle Matix
ded during Mie furious shoet-
Ut that killed two FBI agents,
wounded five others and, finally,
ended the lives of Flatt and Matix.

And began the PYSLET Y

and rying o find oul. Were e
indicators there?” Farrell asked
“Were there people who knew them
who should Bave been aware of
what they were doing? Were there
law enforcement officers who
missed something they shouldn’t
bave™”

Auiharities bere think i was
Matix-and Plall who surprised.Jose
Collare, 30, 0n March 12 at an isp-
jaied rock pit pear lhe Everglades

frequented by target shooters. The

killers ordered Bim into & ganal,
shol hirns four (imes and left him for
dead. taking Collago's revolver, ri-
fle and black Monte Cario.

Collazo dragged bimsell three
miles for help. :

Polive say Matix and Platt may
be linked to the disappearance of &
$5-year-old man last seen when he
1eft bome Oct. § io go target-shoot-
ing, o & skeleton in the rock pit
ares, and b seven 6r more ae-
mored rar and bank robberies
zince last Oetober. -

The common (hreads in those
cases are (wo well-armed masked
men, sometines dressed in combat
fatigues; stoles gelaway cars, com-
mando-type efficiescy apd “cold-
blooded shootin without
pivvocation ™ ¥, i il

“Monheim, {ovestigating the "rork

ang,” bad figured be was ook~ <3

it
gag%or “neo-Nazis, survivalists, ex-

wounds from the papid-firing~-t0e : i““m"" They wereteally

B e KR

 Cosamild gukd

Fi. Laudercale, Fla.

»——¢ loarn otherwise, be said last

week, was shoekifig A,
¥FRI agents on surveillance, one

of severzl they had done in the

southwest neighborhood where the

beie  Page 148
i gran
BROWARD
April 28, 19R&
o )
Sharnstn
[+ 3
{anwtcation
Bugwrarsng Ofcs
MIAMI
i’tﬂlm;

men wonally struck, saw Collazo’s ~—mmnrmne

Monte Carlo adout #:30 2 m. Aprit
11, .
They forred the car inlo a tree
men inside fired through the
Jripdows, then jumped Qut.

Ls 12 -]



After 10 minutes of furious fire|” ™ ™%'% bard to put a

there was silence. People began
Lregping vut of their bouses ;
~tdeaae look at what had Bappered,
They saw ageols jying in tbe
‘wtreet. Then, a gquick burst of fire.
Agent Ed Mireles, his slothes
poated in orimson, bis forearm

but it wasn't the Hikely reaciion of &

and mother of kis infant bad been

bound, gagged, stabbed 16 times

and had ber Hng fioger cul off.
Matix collected up 16 $350,008 in

{ractured by the M-34, had crept up 4 life insurance, The Columbus INs-

{6 the car of slain agents Benjamin

patch reported fas! week. Last De-

{ Police Capt. Astope Lavata sad,
family man W pews thal his wife -

Neither drank nov smicked. ”
" Neighbors didn't recall any guss.
Chﬂgtx Matix didnt vremember
“y .‘““Mw_-l

. The FBIlgte Aprll 1} seized four
~ weapons from Plitt’s home. They
“diin® crelease details, From
“Matiz’s_boroe, pecords say, ibey

Grogan and Gerald Deve Plal, ! cember be filed & $3 million
wounded in the fuot, was iolently  wrongful desthsuit against ihe bos-

trying 10 pet it slarisd.

Mireles, too burt to use his shot~
gun anymose, poked his six-shot re-
volver into the car and emptisd it
into the Ywo

“Nol the same Willlam Matiz®
Doris Miller said the pext morning.
i.tli ﬁaﬂ‘t hE-” . -

She had met the “sincere dnd

very religions” man at Riverside
Baptist Church and wrote an uplifi-
ing story about him for the March
fssue of Home Life magazine |t
was titled ““Victory Out of
Tragedy ™

Christy Matix beard the pews
about the man she had mel at an-
other Baptist Church, married two
manths later  then split with: two
months later.

“T have the same pxact guestions
gveryone else had" she saud. “How
conld #t be? Why didnt aayone
kpow?" '

Two Columbus detectives are
dere on the 1083 bospital slayimgs.
FBI agents arvund the pation are
carrying ovt Direclor Witliam
Websiers order for “a eradle-to-

rave investigation of these men,”

1 spokesman Paul Miller said.

In the days since the shoot-oul, a

Jot more is belng learsed - -

Matiz's neighbors in roral Dela- |
ware, Dhio, zaid be liked to shost

 gont in his back yard, Semdwee
umbuy detectives remembey

ihat Matix reatted sirangely when

Fatricia was slain

pital where his wife worked.
Christy Matix recalled that be
flew into q rage when she took their

baby bod ‘Be Ka¥ ‘abandored to Y

Matiz's bouse oh Faster Her i
- ¥orce lawyer, Joha Thowson, ssld
+ Matix bebaved zo irratignally dur.
¥ ipg 2 March 12 depoesitiop that he
had prepared a request for a psy-
chiatric examination of Matix,

Miller’s profile said Matiz ha¢™
ab alcobolic, divorced father, that
he jeined the Marines out of bigh
schoal, then the Army three years |
Jater, He bad s severe siuttering
problem until recent yours

Platt's suburban aeighbors said
Iast week be had argued Joudly
- witk Regina in the weeks defore
ber death from a . 12-gauge shotgun
blast on Chiistmag Eve 1984, Plati
was st dome. He sald his wife was
despondent ooky their marvitad
problems. D

' Platt remparried several weeks
later; - '

Plait, one of three sons of a o

reer Ngvy officer, had grown up in

. #iffértnt parts of the country,
radugled from high schoot in

cXuma, Ariz., and earoed a teo-vesr
assoriate degree from 3 Miamu
,.,gnmgxmg._il_.;‘ callege alier Army

i

o

) he “landscapers bad comfort-
i #ble bomes, | o ‘

Rhisiarntttiimiinate )

e

&

L seized Collazo's .38-caliber re-
gniver,. s MT-Magnam, & sawed-
of{ shotpun, a .Z2i-caliber rifle, &
grnsll machete, two wilkietathies
and whal appearad to be disguises,
But what made two stburbanites

- 3c brutal?

“We're taking our time now,
| we're getting very in depth. But ]
gon't koow,” Farrell said “We're
locking for rational answers about
twy psychopathic killers. Thers
may not e any” ey

o 1
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Facts may tell

a different story
By QARY WEBR
3} $0 BUREAU

COLUMBUS — The slory has been
2 reporier’s dream.

After a furious five-minote gun bat-
te April 11 in sudwban Miami two
FBI agenfs were shof dead and five
3 o bers were wounded o the single
7 bioodiest incident i FBI history.
bullet-riddled dodies of the gunmen,
who bave been identified as sus

' soutbers Flerida, were slumped (o the
. roniseat of acar,

Since then, newspapers nationwide
. Bave been foll of atories wbout the

sheot-oul, most of them focusing oo
the alleged tratory of the mast
sacre, Army buddies William R.
Matix, 35, and Michae! Lee Platt, 3¢

The picture thai has been emerging
of Matix, & former central Olio resis
dent, and Platt iso't pretty. How much
of it s true Is snother matter, -

“T think if M. Matiz were siill
§we I'd be dowp talking m the

¢ fn 2 sumber of violent robberies dn [

Columbuy) Dispateh right now.” sajg

alix's former lawyer, Cr T‘renexi
Jof Columbus. -

UM But, 33 dead men (el no tales, pel
Sher do they e libel suits.
& If you believe what you read, Mati
Band Platt were neo-Nazi sutvivalists
ewho probabiy Xilled esch othery’
Ryives in g bizarre blocd pact, and then
Rorrorized banks aud armored cary in
wouthern Dade County in Florida, kill-
@ng at leasl two people. They may
have kifled olbers at an old West Dade
ock quarty, i order {o have smtnce»
pble cars 1o pse in their robberies.

~ Reporters have 50f come up with 2
~ggmotive for the 1984 death of Platls
Bsile, whick was officially ruled a -
[gide, dut the Dispaich and the Miami
ierald have implied that Matiz,
gieseribed a3 8 gresdy speadtarify,
ghumped his wife off in 1983 for wore
an §350,000 in insurance money, i
ater got $50,000 more from the
te’s Crime Viclims Compensation
TOETERD. -

e

L S

'Wanton |

E

(L8 3te L BaTg 10 come by, but
52 that are pul there el a different

> While there appested to be litlle
nubt that Matiz and Platl were
svplved in some sort of criminal
etlvity in Florida ~ primarily the
opnding of @ mas 8! & vock guarry,
hose car they were driving the day
the FBI shoot-oul and whoese gun
gas fsund in Matix's home — nelther
!\e F Bl noe the Metro-Dade police sre
mng much ta!!emg about what jed
io jabel the men as suspects in
ehbenas

i'n tact, Metro-Dade robbery Detec-
‘%ﬁgt Tony Monbeim said in a tele:

interview thal his ageney didnt

¥

m"f

much o link the two fo the rob-
-ﬁes\ which were casried sul by shi-
ked bandits. He said be didn't
% exactly what evidence the FBI
ad hinking them to Lhe bank red:
bocies, other than hat they were driv-
koden used in one. FBI elficials
eclined comment.
® 4 lot of this steff, we're just
fesuming.” Monheim said “There’s 2
g.of tegwork that's got {o be done”
R %o solving the erimes would be
b harder” now that Matiz and
€ | were dead,
i Lhat basn} prevented newspa-
By including the prestigious New
gl Times, from labeling Matix and
F{atl ay “bank robhers,” esld-
Eeied killers™ and “armored cat ¢
Fchbers” and relerring to Matx's “ble
crime.” even though Matis
ey ribed by friends and relatives ag 2§
kggywit spoken and devotly reh-

gigg§ Ia:mly man, bas no criminal

'Tle bxggest “ab-ba” star 3o far
SBieh i g bopyrlhind sory peat.
Hspnich. Ia ¢ copyvighled s -
: "Matixrkﬂ 5;53 writh 3375000
Rire Dispaich quoted vonamed sources
sheaaying Matls cashed in on the bru-
Jaf thurder of N wife, Palricls, ¥
Sound in Deceruber 1983 at Ri
-Hospital bere with 2 co-worke

The seurces snid Matix, 34, cnl—
ted & doudle deslh bem!ii' taulin{

:'-7- Herald, a & story Wednesda)
Neddlined “ERY agents’ killer col
wBed arowile'y death ” noted the sip

Mng & car that was supposed {o have I‘

- 0T gaggu! and repeatedly
"’ gw -
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{the insurance pﬁhcies a5 ;mssible

notive™ i ihe stifl-ansolved murders

nd lermed Matix “2 leading sus: |
pect ™

The Herald guoted 8 Colombys
police delective as saying he believed
Hatiz collected an additional 350,000
fror the state’s Orime Victims Com-
pensation program and one story
noted that Matix “alse tried o capi-
falize” on his wile's death by flling 2
negligence sult against Riverside Hos-
;b‘nitais The suit was filed last Decemy-

r

8ot public records al the Dhio Cour
of Claims show Matiz received
nowhere near that amount, either
from insurance companies or Lhe
erime viclims program.

All told, Malix received 5158850
from three separate insurasce poli-
cies, none of which condained a double
indemnily clayse. (ine policy, which
paid §33,500, is provided to all
employees of Riverside Hospitsl. The
fargest policy, an accidental death

oty tat paid §101,000 masaffeved

the hospital 2 uptional

payrell

Matix was awarded §445 2 month
from Soclal Becurity and $248 2 week
‘om the Ohin workers' compensation

o

W‘E TN A LA
Mrs. Matiz

rar, & beoefit thai cwasnd seben . S
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“Rnd despile charpcierizations o
‘ M:t?f L gref-dg with “sn insatiabt
appetite for maoney,” records show th
state of Ohie is sill holding thore tha
§4.000 he never botherpd 1o eollecl.
The Crime Viclimy program
awarded Matix $1.250 to reimburse
him for pard of bis wile's Iuperal
expenses There was 8 nolation in (he
file thal Mastix would not get more
money, Jargely because of the size of
the insurance be repejved.

The Crime Viclims Program
awarded his infunt daughter a litlle
more {han $4.000, for which Mati:
needed to {ije guardianship papers

L order tocoliect.

n Meami as recently as two months
go te remgnd bim i was still holding
the motey. snd urged him to complete
the “lairly easy procedure’ {hat
would enable him to receive the
money. Matix aever replisd to two
such jetlers

Alse vontasmed 1o {NAY Ll 15 an
Ootober 1984 letter (o the crime vie-
i program. from Columibus Police
Deputy Chief N Spiert, saying that
“after varefol mvestigation of the vie
Lims” husbands .. we hate not estab-
lished any facis that would indicate
either i vesponsitie {or thess
erimes”

Detective chief Capl. Antone Lan
atz s2id his department had developed
sothing since that time 0 change his
ming.

“You know, § could pin this on him
very eastly i 1 wanted to, just io clear
the case.” Lanata ssid. "But | want to
be comfortable with the rase before i

* } Records show the stale wrote Matis

go ihat, and it's going to take 3 whole!
lot more than what T've gol now ™
Lanata said Matix was npever!
seriously considered a5 & suspect ip
the killings #nd said police hept Mm
vnder surveillance for  time. Lansts
was later guotsd 23 saying Platt was s
suspect in the Riverside kiflings, but
Lanats told The Plain Dealer that

Columbuy police had no evidence -

w, Platt was eves fo Obic af the time of

Ttheslayinge e
As lar an the suspicion that Matix

“and Platt had & pact to kil each

other's wives, the Miami detective

quoted in the Herald as saying that
iater denied making any such o
ment. L

was sirange that both their wives met

untimely deaths, Anyone with any

Intefiigence wonid (hink it “‘:;
trange, but 29 & whether they bad

rf AF samaibiva ¥ >

“T never said they had a pact” Moo 55
bean: Said. YT veporter suggested
T ithey might bave and T told him that it

A%
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’Killings haunt community

{
:

It will never be the same in the neighborhood
Lhe;,‘had all the worid to do it in and they did i
g

3 . - Ethsl Knapp
By ANDRES VIOLUCTH
Mesnld Stall Wnier
The rain started falling lste that Saturdsy
kight By ‘daybreak It hat waghsd swey the
Moodstaing on the corner of Ethel Kuapp's street.
I swoke up &1 4 &.m. and heard the rain on the
roof and thought, ‘Thank God," ™ she said
Tweo Frideys ago, the intersection of Southwest
B2nd Avenue wnd 13Zpd Sureel was ihe scene of
the mos! calamitous ghoot-out in FBI history. Twe
sgenis ahd two men wanted for benk rebbery and
murder died (n & treeahaded drivewny after 2
PR )

The FBI Shoot—out

Thard in a series

chue mraugh suburtsa's N‘xsm. streets, Five nlht‘r
agents were wounded, three of them seriously.

“Miraculously, oo residenis were huri.

" Physical traces of the gun battie have all but
disappeared. Investigators cleansd uwp debris and
g{itkeﬁup mere than 100 spent shells and bullets.

napp's neighbors, the Sukerts, replaced their
duplex’s shol-out window psnes and patched up
Dt nigin et

Please furn o FBI /34
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Ethel qupp. ]’*“BI lgeau' .
knlers were her nsdunm -




