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ba
Report of: SA b7C Office: JACKSON
Date: February 9, 2006
Case ID#: 44A-IN-30112
62D-IN-30045
NARRATIVE OF THE OFFENSE
1. SYNOPSIS:

On August 24, 1955, Emmett Louis Till, a fourteen-year-old black male from Chicago,
Illinois, visiting relatives in Lefiore County, Mississippi, entered the Bryant Grocery & Meat Market
in the town of Money, Mississippi. Till exited the store and shortly thereafier Carolyn Bryant, tﬁe
store owner's wife, exited as well. Upon Carolyn Bryant's exit, Till whistled. The relatives
accompanying him knew his whistle would cause trouble and they left in haste, taking Till with them.

On August 28, 1953, at approximately 2:30 a.m., Roy Bryant (Carolyn Bryant’s husband),
J.W. Milam and at least one other person appeared at the home of Mose Wﬁght, Till's great uncle,
looking for the boy who had "done the talking” in Money and abducted Till from the home.
Following Till’s abduction, Roy Bryant and J.W. Milm were arrested by the Leflore County
Sheriff’é. Department and charged with kidnaping,

On August 31, 1955, a naked body presnmed to be Till's was found floating in a section of
the Tallahatchie River running along the border between Tallahatchie and Leflore Counties. A
seventy-five pound cotton gin faﬂ was tied with barbed wire to the neck of the floating body and
there was extensive trauma to the head. Upon discovery of the body and its subsequent
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identification as Emmett Till, Roy Bryant and J. W. Milam wére indicted on charges of murder in
Tallahatchie County.

From September 19, 1955 through September 23, 1955, Roy Bryant and J.W. Milam were
tried for Till’s murder in the Circuit Court, Second J udiciql District of Tallahatchie County,
Seventeenth Judicial District of Mississippi, and acquitted.

On November 8, 1955, a Grand Jury in Leflore County met to consider kidnaping charges
against Milam and Bryant. The Grand Jury returned a No Bill and no other charges, to date, have
been filed on Milam, Bryant, or any other person in connection with Till’s kidnaping and murder.

Milam and Bryant later confessed to kidnaping and murdering Till to William Bradford Huie,
a reporter, and the account was published in Look magazine on January 24, 1956.

J.W. Milam died in 1981 and Roy Bryant died in 1994. The judge at trial, Curtis M. Swango,
Jr.; the Court Reporter, James T. O’Day; prosecuting attorneys, Gerald Chatam, Robert B. Smith, III

and Hamilton Caldwell; and defense attorneys J. J. Breland, C. Sidney Carlton, J.W. Kelium and

John W. Whitten are deceased. Defense attorney is the sole surviving court »e
b7C

officer who participated in the trial. Additionally, the original coﬁrt, District Attorney, and
investigative records related to the 1955 investigation have appafently been lost.

To date, no investigation into this matter, with the exception of the original 1955
investigation, has been conducted by the Federal Bureau of Investigation, the Mississippi Bureau of
Investigation, or any other law enforcement agency.

The instant investigation was opened on May 7, 2004, at the request of the District Attorney,
4" Judicial District, Greenwood, Mississippi, in an effort to determine if other individuals were
involved in these crimes and to bring forth state indictments against these individuals if it is deemed
appropriate.
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1I. BACKGROUND:

Fifty years have passed since the events under investigation'here. The persons alleged to
have been involved in the kidnaping and murder of Emmett Louis Till were born, raised, lived and
worked in the Mississippi Delta. At the time of these events in 1955, the Mississippi Delta was a
place where racial attitudes now considered abhorrent were the norm for a significant segment of

society. “Jim Crow” laws were a framework through which the races interacted; and “Negro

Justice”, an unwritten, de facto, separate legal system, served as the foundation for jurisprudence

between blacks and whites. The sweeping reforms of the civil rights movement which occurred in

the decades following these events caused vast changes which led to the integration of the black

commurnty into main stream society.

This background contains geographic and population data concerning the counties in which

the crimes took place; Mississippi Delta socioeconomic information; information regarding

segregation, education and other social issues; and a summary of precipitating events leading up to

August 1955,
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A. Geographic/Societal Points of Interest: The geographic areas of importance in this

investigation center on the Mississippi counties of Leflore, Sunflower, and Tallahatchie. Till was
kidnaped in Leflore County, taken by force to Sunflower County, his body was discovered on the
border of Tallahatchie and Leflore Counties, and the trial of Milam and Bryant occurred in

Tallahatchie County.

These three counties are all situated, in whdle or in part, within the Mississippi Delta area. In
1955 these couﬁties were populated by a majority of black citizens and were mainly comprised of
vast plantations which were sharecropped by black tenant farmers. The exception was thé "Hill"
area of Tallahatchie County, the easternmost portion of the county, which was comprised of much
smaller farms apd where sharecropping was rare. 1.2

1. Leflore County: Leflore County, like neighboring Tallahatchie and Sunflower

Counties, is now, and was in 1955, a primarily agrarian county. It is comprised of 606 square miles,
the majority of which are farmed. Greenwood is the county seat and the municipality of the greatest
population. In 1950 Greenwood had a total population of 18,061 persons, with approximately 'ﬁﬁy
percent of the population being black. The median per capita income was $1,891. In 1950 Leflore
County had a population of 51,813, with sixty-eight percent of the population being non-white, of
which 17,893 were of voting age and 297 were registered to vote. Forty-three percent of the
working population was engaged in agricultural work and 4.7 percent of the working population was

employed in manufacturing jobs. The median annual per capita income was $918, with the average

! Hugh Steven Whitaker, “A Case Study in Southern Justice — The Emmett Till Case”, (Master’s Thesis, Florida State
Umversnty, 1963), 17t0 18
? United States Commission on Civil Rights, Report of the United States Commission on Civil Rights 195 9 59
10
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annual income of black families being $595. The average adult had completed 6.4 years of school

with black adults averaging 4.3 three years of education. **

2. Sunflower County: Sunflower County is comprised of 693 square miles, all in
the fertile Mississippi Delta area. It is approximately fifty miles long, running north and sﬁﬁth,
eighteen miles wide for one-half iis length and fifteen miles wide for the other half. In 1950

Sunflower County had a population of 56,031, with sixty-eight percent of the population being non-

white, of which 8,949 were of voting age and 114 were registered to vote. Indianola, the county seat,

had a population of 4,369 in 1955. The town of Drew is located approximately thirty rnilles north of
Indianola and, in 195 0, had a population of 1,681 persons. The majority of the working population,
sixty-seven percent, was employed in the agricultural sector, and one percent of the working
population was employed in manufacturing jobs. The median annual per capita individual income
at the time was $744, with the average annual income of black families being $544. The average
adult had completed S.I‘! years of school, with black adults averaging 4.1 years of edqcation. In the
eight years following the Brown v. The Board of Education decision in 1954, only four Sunflower

County black citizens were registered to vote.> %’
Sunflower County was the home of United States Senator James O. Eastland, a staumch

segregationist who was in office during 1955, and who owned a plantation near the town of

Doddsville, eleven miles south of Drew. Additionally, the first Citizens” Council, a segregationist

* United States Bureau of Census, /930 Census of the Population, Volume {1, Characteristics of the Population, Part 24,

Mississippi.
? United States Commission on Civil R.ights, Report of the United States Commission on Civil Rights 1959, 60

3 United States Bureau of Census, 1950 Census of the Population, Volume II, Characteristics of the Population, Part 24,

Mississippi
© Let the People Decide, Black Freedom and White Resistance Movemenis in Sunflower County, Mississippi, 1945 =
7986, ). Todd Moye, 2004, 226
7 United States Commission on Civil Rights, Report of the Unitéd States Commission on Civil Rights | 959 60
i1 }
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organization and the model for other segregationist organizations, was formed in Indianoia,
Mississippi.

3. Tallahatchie County: Nicknamed the "Free State of Tallahatchie”, Tallahatchie
County is comprised of 644 square miles, divided geographically, politically and socially intd two
distinct sections: the Delta, to the west; and the Hills, to the east . The county is bisected by the
Tallahatchie Ri\;er and has two county seats, located in the towns of Charleston and Suﬁﬁer.
Glendora, where J.W. Milam lived and operated a store, is located on the west side of the county, in
the Delta area. Glendora had a population of 178 persons tn 1950. 59

In 1950 the county had a population of 30,486, with 19,408 persons (sixty-three percent of

the population) being non-white, of which 9,235 blacks were of voting age and none were registered
to vote. In 1950 the county’s total labor force consisted of 9,476 persons, of which 6,541 were
engaged in agricultural jobs. The median annual‘per -capita individual income was $607, with the
average annual income of black families in the county being $462. The average adult had completed
5.7 years of school with black adults a\}eraging 3.9 years of school attendance. In 1950 1,262 homes
had flush toilets with 173 of these homes being occupied by blacks. % !

4. Delta Socioeconomics: In 1955 there were definitive socioeconomic strata within
Mississippi Delia society. Black persons were considered to be at the bottgm of the socioeconomic
scale. The next level above blacks was the white sharecropper, followed by the white bﬁsiness
person who catered to the black community. The white subjects in this investigation fall into the

latter category. All other segments of white society, farmers, store owners who catered to the white

* Hugh Steven Whitaker, “A Case Study in Southern Justice — The Emmett Till Case”, (Master’s Thesis, Florida State
Umversny, 1963), 20

® United States Bureau of Census, /950 Census of the Population, Volume 11, Characteristics of the Population, Pan 24,
Mississippi
" United States Bureau of Census, 1950 Census of the Population, Volume II, Characteristics of the Population, Part 24,
Mississippi
" United States Commission on Civil Rights, Report of the United Stares Commission on Civil Rights 1959 60
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community, business leaders etc., were perceived to be socioeconomically superior to these two
segments of the white community.'? The Milam and Bryant families operated a number qf small
country stores throughout the counties of interest. Each of these stores catered to the _l:_olack
community.

Few opportunities for employment outside of the agricultural sector were available for blacks

in the Delta. For those blacks who were able to attend more than a few years of school, career

prospects were few.

J. W. Milam operated an agriculture service business in addition to a store in Glendora,
Mississippi, and had interest in at least two other stores, one owned by his half-brother Roy Bryant
and the other by his brother Thomas Lamar “Bud” Milam. At least one other brother, Leslie Milam,
managed a farm. Other brothers and sisters, including Louise Campbell and her husband Melvin
Campbell and mother, Eulah Bryant, operated stores which primarily catered to the black.
community.

B. Segregation and Precipitating Events:

1. Segregation and the Mississippi Deita: In 1955 the state of Mississippi was a
segregated society, as was most of the South. After the Civil War many states had enacted laws,
termed “Jim Crow” or “Black Code”, to maintain a separation of blacks and whites in the use of
certain public facilities. By 1907 the list of public places where segregation was mahdatory included

theaters, water fountains, street cars, boarding houses and other public institutions. '*'* By 1955

" pPersonal experiences of members of the investigation team and anecdotal evidence related to mvestlgators by persons
interviewed and/or interacted with during the investigation

Y Let the People Decide, Black Freedom and White Resistance Movements in Sunflower County, Mississippi, 1945 -
1986, }. Todd Moye, 2004, 24

" Hugh Steven Whitaker, “A Case Study in Southern Justice — The Emmert Till Case”, (Master’s Thesis, F!onda State
University, 1963), 29 to 30

* United States Commission on Civil Rights, Freedom to Free, Century of Emancipation 1863-1963, A Report of the
United States Commission on Civil Right, 1963, 60
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segregation of the races was a core concept that permeated almost every aspect of M;ssissippi Delta
society.

In the Mississippi Delia, separate black and white public bathroom facilities, drinking
fountains, restaurants and other means of keeping the races apart were the norm. It was common for
black persons to refer to white persons as "Mr.,” "Mrs.,” "Miss,” "Sir,” or "Ma'am;" however, it was
out of the norm for a white person to refer to a biack person in kind. Blacks avoided contradicting
whites, did not offer to shake the hand of a white person ﬁrst, commonly talked with their eyes
turned down to the ground when speaking to whites, did not speak unless spoken to ﬁmt by whites,
and commonty used the back door when entering white homes. When purchasing itex;as froma
white store owner, blacks did not normally place the money direc-:tly into the white person’s hand;
instead, they would place the money on the counter. This exchange avoided skin contact between

blacks and whites. Change would be returned to blacks without making skin contact as well, '&17 18

19

who was interviewed during the course of this investigation, recalled dealing with

at her store in Money, Mississippi, “...when you’d buy somethin’, you

know, she’d drop the money in your.hand and she never would touch your hand or nothin’, you
know...” ”...She never would allow you to touch her hand.”?®

2. Negro Law: In the Mississippi Delta, a de facto institution of separate just:.ce was
n place for whites and blacks. The white population could rely on the normal vestments of
government and call on the local sheriff's department for assistance in criminat matters. This was

not the case for blacks. The black population was dealt with in a manner which some historians

.

Misc ao/s

""Hugh Steven Whitaker, “A Case Study in Southern Justice — The Emmett Till Case”, (Master’s Thesis, Florida State
University, 1963), 2 to 13 .

** Personal experiences of members of the investigation team and anecdotal evidence related to investigators by persons
igterviewed and/or interacted with during the investigation
1

rvieed sl ineracied with durin e nvesigaion
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have called “Negro Law,” a system where the gravity of the crime was determined m large part by
1ts impact on whites. o
Many of the older white and black persons interviewed and/or interacted v_vith‘ during this

investigation related the manner in which whites were to interact with blacks when problems arose.
| If a white person had a problem with a black person, the issue would be taken up with the black
person's "land owner", the person who owned the fann where the black person, or tha:t person’s
= family, sharecropped. The "land owner" would then take care of the problem by a nL'llmber of means.
‘_ These means included the pz;ying off of debts and other non-violent solutions, but alsé inciuded
beatings, whippings and other uses of force. Much the same was done in the case of black on black
érime!problems. The victim's "land owner” would take up the issue with the subject's "land owner"
t and the issue would be resolved. The biack community had almost no recourse when dealing in
problems with whites, especially crimes committed against blacks by whites. Only in the most
extreme circumstances did law enforcement become involved. |

In addition to separating the races in public, Jim Crow laws were in place to enforce many
other forms of segregation,' including laws forbidding interma;riage of the races, cohabi_tation of the
races, sexual conduct between persons of different races, and a system of separate schools for black
and white children. The black school system and the white schdol systemn were drasticl:ally different.
Funding and facilities were drastically disproportionate, with the black schools receiving far less
than white schools and the black schools operating in substandard facilities. %
Not all events and/or practices were segregéted. White and black children played together

while white and black adults hunted, fished and attended sporting events together. Movie theaters

# Let the People Decide, Black Freedom and White Resistance Movements in Sunflower County, Mississippi, 1945 —
1986, 1. Todd Moye, 2004, 5t0 7
2 Hugh Steven Whitaker, “A Case Study in Southern Justice — The Emmett Till Case”, (Master’s Thesis, Flonda State
University, 1963), 2to 15
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were segregated, with sections for both races, In Tallahatchie County during the early 1950s, the
local black high school played its “big football game of the year” at the white high sc:hool because
the seating and lighting were better. % !
3. Brown v. The Board of Education: Qn May 17, 1954, the United _IStates Supreme

Court, in its decision on Brown v. The Board of Edu.;:an'on, decreed schools be desegl_:'egated, that
“separate but equal” education was unlawful. In Mississippi there was a str-ong reaction to the ruling,
The editor of the Jackson Daily News, Frederick Sullens, wrote: o

"Human blood may stain southern soil in many places because of‘this decisioh, but the dark

red stains of that blood will be on the marble steps of the United States Supreme Court

building. White and Negro children in the same schools will lead to miscegenation. It means

racial strife of the bitterest sort. - Mississippi cannot and will not try to abide by the

decision.” *

Citizens, lawmakers and community leaders also reacted to the ruling. Mississippi Senator
James O. Eastland, Governor Hugh L. White, judges and many other officials spoke t;ut'publicly,
voicing their opposition to the Court’s ruling. Previouély, private organizations had Been- formed in
seventeen Mississippi counties to promote segregation. Following the ruling the movement to
organize these groups gained speed. »° :

4. The Citizens’ Councils: On July 11, 1954, the Indianola Citizens” Council was

formed to promoté segregation. The Indianola Citizens’ Council's plan for organization served as a
model and soon other similar segregationist groups were formed throughout Mississi}-apil. 2%

On October 12, 1954, the Association of Citizens’” Councils of Mississippi (ACCM) was

formed. ACCM headquarters were initially located in Winona, Mississippi, then in 1955 moved to

Greenwood, Mississippi. The ACCM Annual Report: Augusi 1935 states the organization had

= bid , 42
** Ibid., 64 10 65

:: The Citizens® Council, Organized Resistance fo the Second Reconstruction, 1954-64, Neil R. McMillen, 1994, 15 to I8
Ibid,, 1610 20
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60,000 members in 253 Councils throughout Mississippi.?’ The Councils openly pfomoted the
cause of segregation through legal means and did not officially advocate violence. Zsf Howeifer, at
least one Council flyer of the time reflects the organization’s use of intimidation and the fact the
threat of violence was sanctione.cl. # -

The Councils attempted to have an effect on the Till matter. During Hugh Steven Whitaker’s
research in 1963, he interviewed the jurors who rendered the acquittal of Bryant and Mllam in Till’s
death and leamed that every juror had been visited by members of the Council to rlnallce sure they tthe
jurors) voted “the right way”. 30

5. Other Significant Events in 1955: On May 7, 1955, Willie George Washington
Lee, a black minister in the town of Belzoni, Mississippi (located approximately twen%y«tluee miles
south of Indianola, Sunflower County, in neighboring Humphreys County), and the first black
pérson to register to vote in the Humphreys County, was murdered. Lee had been killed with a
shotgun. No one was arrested or charged for the crime. Humphreys County Sheriff I.;J . Shelton
made public statements that the metal fragments in Lee's jaw were probably fillings frbm his teeth.
A coroner's jury ruled that Lee had died of bleeding from a wound caused by No. 3 buckshot, 3" 32

On.May 31, 1955, the United States Supreme Court issued an implementation decree calling
on the states to desegregate the schools with "all deliberate speed”. Within sixty days black parents

had petitioned school boards in Clarksdale, Jackson, Natchez, Vicksburg and Yazoo City to gain

* fbid, 251026 .

2 Ibid , 360

2 Ibid., 191

* Hugh Steven Whitaker, “A Case Study in Southern Justice — The Emmett Till Case”, (Master’s Thesm, Florida State
University, 1963), 154

¥ Let the People Decide, Black Freedom and White Resistance Movements in Sunflower County, M:ssm:pps, 1945~
1986, J. Todd Moye, 2004, 80

2 Hugh Steven Whitaker, “A Case Study in Southern Justice — The Emment Till Case”, (Master's Thesxs, Florida State
University, 1963), 82 to 84
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entry to the all white schools for their children. Senator Eastland responded to the ruling, stating the

decree:

"...calls for an immediate start for the mixing of the races in the schools...To resist is _
the only answer. We must resist them in the courts, in our legislative halls, and by the
ballots of our people. 1 know Southern people wiil not surrender their dual school

system and the1r racial heritage at the command of this crowd of ramal politicians in
Jjudicial robes.”

On August 13, 1955, Lamar Smith, a sixty-thfee year old farmer, World War 1I veteran, and
black voting advocate, was murdered in Brookhaven, Mississippi, on the courthouse lawn, in front of
the sheriff. Three white men were arresfed for the murder however; a grand jury did not return any
34,33

indictments in the case.

6. The Scene of Events: The societal issues and realities noted above set the stage

_ for the kidnaping of Till which occurred on August 28, 1955. The white citizens of Mississippi were

bombarded daily with news surrounding the end of segregated schools, efforts by blacks to register
to vote and the heated calls for the defense of their segregated way Iof life. Senators, _Colngressn';en,
the State Assembly, the Governor and most public officials were calling on the popul':ati:cm to defend
the status quo, to defy the Supreme Court impllemen'tation ruling, oppose federal effo&s to enforce
segregated schools and to continue poll practices which disenfranchised blacks. The ;c‘ear that they
would lose control of their way of life permeated the lower socioeconomic segments of the white
community. This segment of the community, in particular, believed they had the mo#t “to lose if the

black community truly became equal. 36

* [bid., 86 to 87
* Ibid, 96 t0 97
3 The Citizens' Council, Organized Resistance to the Second Recom:mcnon 19354-64, Neil R. McMillen, 1994, 217
3 Hugh Steven Whitaker, “A Case Study in Southern Justice — The Emmett Till Case™, (MMaster’s Thesis, Florida State
University, 1963), §2 to 100 g
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IIl. DETAILS:

A, Persons Involved:

1. Emmett Louis Till, also known as Bobo and Bo:

Date of Birth: July 25, 1941

Place of Birth: - Chicago, lllinois

Date of Death: August 28, 1955

Burial Location: Burr Oak Cemetery, Chicago, IHinois

Till, who was fourteen years old at the time of his death, was born and raised ig Chicago,

| LI

Illinois. His mother, Mamie Bradley, later Mamie Till-Mobley, was born in the town of Webb,

Tallahatchie County, Mississippi. Till had visited Mississippi on thfec other occasions prior to

August 1955; as an infan; as a toddler; and again when he was nine years oid. Till had a speech

 impediment due to a childhood illness, but was understandable when he'spoke. Till was large for his

20
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-

age, weighing about 150 pounds. Family accounts relate that Emmett Till was a fun loving, gentle

person who loved practical jokes and making other people laugh. 7%

Till's father, Louis Till, died in Europe during 1945. Records released to the press in October

1935 indicate that Louis Till, a Private in the U.S. Army assigned to the 177th Port Company, 397th

Port Battalion, was executed on July 2, 1945 by the U.S. Army for the rape of two women and the

murder of another in Italy. *® The American Batile Monuments Commission verified Louis Till was

executed and is currently interred at the Oisne-Aisne Cemetery, Fere-en-Tardenois, France > 4!

Ry

L

| wright Home - Circa 1955

2. The Wright Family: The Wright family, headed by Mose Wright (deceased),
was the family with whom Till was visiting when he was abducted. Mose Wright was born in

Lexington, Mississippi, and was sixty-four years old in 1955, Mose Wright was commonly referred

*" Death of Innocence, The Story of The Hate Crime That Changed America, Maime Till-Mobley and Christopher

2603 ]1 o 82 ‘
I Misc ofs

Lu Wiltiam Bradford Huie “Why the Army Hanged Emmett Till’s Father.” Confidential, May 1956
Misc ofs 1
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to by many people in the community as Preacher or Preacher Wright. The Wright family home was

LAW ENFORCEMENT SENSITIVE

located approximately three miles east of Money, Mississippi, along the Dark Ferry Road on the

Grover C. Frederick farm. The Wright family members living in the home at the time of the

abduction were Mose and Elizabeth Wright (both deceased), as well as their sons, Maurice Wright

(deceased),

and

(Till’s cousin from Chicago who

was also visiting) and Mose Wright’s grandson, Curtis Jones (deceased), were also iti the home at

the time of the kidnaping. Till had traveled from Illinois to Mississippi with Mose Wright and

]following a funeral Mose Wright had attended in Chicago.

3. The Crawford Family: The Crawford family home neighbored the anht S

home on the Grover C. Fredenck farm, and was situated just west of the Wright home,

approxrmately 100 yards toward Money, Mississippi. Jonas and Floridy Crawford (both deceased)

had four children who were living at home during August 1935, They were

and

The Crawford family and the

Wright family enjoyed a close relationship, as both families sharecropped land together on the

Grover C. Frederick Plantation. The children of both families were constant compantons.

4. The Walker Family: In 1955 the Walker family 1ived in Glendora; Mississippi.

Robert Walker, Sr. worked for the Central Hlinois Railroad and his wife, Henrietta Walker worked

as a teacher in the local black public school. Living in the Walker home at the time of Till's

abduction were Robert Walker Sr. and Henrietta Walker (both deceased), _ "

and|

]. The Walker home was situated in such a

manner that one could see the Milam home and J.W. Milam’s store from the residence.

. 5._ The Milam/Bryant Family: Eulah Bryant/Milam, nee Morgan, had at least eight

sons and three daughters fathered by two different men. They were Roy Bryant (deceésed); Roy’s

LAW ENFORCEMENT SENSITIVE
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twin brother, Raymond Bryamt (deceased); J.W. Milam (deceased); Leslie F. Milam (deceased);

Stanley Lamar “Bud” Milam (deceased); Dan Milam (deceased); James Bryant

bé
b7C

(deceased); Edward Bryant (deceased);| |and

The brothers were particularly close, operating businesses together, regularly playing cards and
drinking together. Various members of the family were engaged in the grocery business throughout
the Mississippi Counties of Leflore, Tallahatchie and Sunflower, with stores physically located in

Swan Lake, Glendora, Minter City, Itta Bena, Ruleville and Money, Mississippi. During his

~ research into the Till matter in 1963, Hugh Steven Whitaker interviewed individuals who knew J W.

Milam and Roy Bryant. Whitaker stated “they were invariably referred to as ‘peckerwoods,’ ‘white

trash,” and other terms of disapprobation.” *?

bé
b7C
| | Roy Bryant, Circa 1955
Circa 1955
6. |& Roy Bryant (deceased): | _ !
| was born o inl ] Mississippi and grew up in the
|father worked on various farms and the family lived in| ' |

*“ Hugh Steven Whitaker, “A Case Study in Southern Justice — The Emmett Till Case®, (Master’s Thesis, Florida State -
University, 1963), 144
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Press accouats relate] |won |

I jbut] [Roy Bryant.

met Roy Bryant when|  [was[_ | The couple married

two years later in at t the ti ili’s death Twas b6
y At the time of Till’s ' w e

stood| ~ |and weighed| ]

After Roy Bryant’s acquittal for niurdering Till, the couple moved to |:| The couple

| ~} During their marriage, they hadD children,] 'boys andDgirl. One son,

Roy Bryant Jr., died in 1995, | fand currently lives witl‘D

A son) ' - Jand

another son, | .: |

[ ~ Jand the | } For purposes of clarity | is referred

to ay |throughout this report. | . is cwrrently

ncl resides in |

Roy Bryant was born on January 31, 1931 'ip Charleston, Tallahatchie County, Mississippi.

In 1955 Bryant was twenty-four years old, weighed one hundred-ninety pounds and was six feet tall.

Bryant served in the U.S. Army with the 82nd Airborne Division as a paratrooper, enlisting in June

' ; bé
1950 and serving until his discharge in 1953. During August 1955 Roy an co- b7C

owned and operated Bryant's Grocery & Meat Market, located in the town of Money, Leflore
County, and resided in living quarteré located in the rear of the store.. The business was owned by
Roy Bryant and his half-brother, J.W. Milam. Roy Bryant also worked part-time for J.W. Milam,
driving truck and delivering goods.

While living in Orange Texas Roy Bryant was trained in weldmg, at which he- worked for

: bé
- many years. After thg ' IRov Bryant moved back to MlSSlSSlppl and ¢

24
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remarried in 1980 to In his later years, Roy Bryant went partially blind from his

: E? o ecarlier welding work and operated a store in Ruleville, Mississippi. Bryant was convicted in the

Northern District of Mississippi on Food Stamp Fraud violations in 1984 and 1988. [ |

Bryant died of cancer on September

1, 1994.

b6
b7cC

b6 [ k.. Miiam

b1C ] Circa 1955

7. John Wiiliam Milam (deceased) &| } John William Milam, i?‘c

known as J.W. Milam, was bom in Tallahatchie County, Mississippi on February 18, 1919, and
attended school through the tenth grade. During World War IT, J. W. Milam served hond_rably in the
U.S. Army with the 2" Armored Division from March 1941 through March 1946. Milam entered
military duty as a Private. He later received a battlefield commission to Lieutenant, aﬁd Iwas

- awarded a Purple Heart. In 1955 Milam was six feet two inches tall and weighed two hundred

25

LAW ENFORCEMENT SENSITIVE
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBL. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its
contents are not to be disiributed outside your agency. '




‘||

LAW ENFORCEMENT SENSITIVE

twenty pounds. was bom inl IOn bé
b7C

and married J.W. Milam on whenl - —l

In 1950 the Milams moved to the town of Glendora, Tallahatchie County, Mississippi, and in

1955 the Milams owned a general store/service station and home there. J.W. Milam’s store sold

grocery goods primarily to the black community in the area. _ and did

not work in the store. Milam allegedly sold moonshine from the store, in addition to the standard b6

b7C
grocery items and fuel for automobiles. J.W. Milam also owned a trucking business hauling_
agricultural products fér cuétomers. On occasion, he hired his half-brother, Roy Bryant, to drive
truck for him. Milam died of bladder cancer on December 31, 1980 currently
resides in Mississippt.
[ cumently a: advised that during the late 1940s and early 1950s he
operated a substantial bootlegging business in the northern part of Mississippi. Two of BIc
customers were J.W. Milam and Roy Bryant. Endstly sold half-pint bottles of whiskey to the
brothers, who always paid “up front and in cash.” ©®
8. Leslie F. Milam (deceased) &I Add Reed (deceased) e
witnessed Leslie F. Milam at his farm located on the Clint Shurden Plantation on the morning of o
Emmett Till’s kidnaping about the time another witness observed Till at the farm. |
Leslie Milam, a brother of J.W. Milam and half-brother of Roy Bryant, was born on
December 23, 19235. was born on| |and married Leslie Milam on
| when In 1955 the couple lived on a farm that Lesl.ie ' E?c

Milam managed located on the Clint Shurden Plantation, approximately two miles west of the town

of Drew, Sunflower County, Mississippi. Leslie Milam served in the Army Air Force during World

Misc O/5

b

LAW ENFORCEMENT SENSITIVE
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency, it and its
comtents are not to be distributed outside your agency.




‘ _; o

LAW ENFORCEMENT SENSITIVE

War I and died on August 30, 1974,

g b6
remarried following Leslie Milam’s deathand 4

1s pow

currently reside iny

9. Melvin L. Campbell (deceased) & Melvin L.

Campbell toldI

that he

]is not related to the Milam/Bryant family. The couple

béa
b7C

had been with Roy Bryant the night that Roy Bryant

and J.W. Milam kidnaped and killed Emmett Till. Additionally, J.W. Milam related to a confidential

source that Campbell was present during the kidnaping and murder of Till.

Melvin Louis Campbell was born on September $, 1923.

was born on

and is the

married Melvin P®
_ b7C

L. Campbell on |In 1955 the Campbells owned and operated-a small country store

n Minter City, Leflore County, Mississippi. The couple lived in the rear of the store (like Roy and

and sold various household goods, food and automotive supplies, including tires.

Like the other family stores, the Campbell’s store catered to the black community in and around the

area. Melvin Campbell died on November 9, 1972. During the late"l9803, worked

in Roy Bryant’s, store in Ruleville, Mississippi.

bé&
k7C

urrently resides inl |

L and is]

10. Elimer O. Kimbrell (deceased): A man named Kimbréll, first name unknown to

L but a close friend of J.W. Milam’s, who lived in Miﬁsissippi, b6

was identified by

1n re

b7C
cent interviews as accompanying Milam and Roy

Bryant when they appeared with Emmett Till at Bryant-Donham’s home/store.
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Elmer O. Kimbrell, a white male, was born on February 12, 1922 in Sunflower
County, Mississippi. During 1955 Kimbrell lived in Glendora, Mississippi and may have worked at
the Glendora cotton gin at the time. In Decémberl 1955, Kimbrell shot and killed Clintdn Melton, a
black man. Melton, an employee at a gasoline service station in Glendora, had allegedly filled the
gasoline tank on Kimbrell’s vehicle when Kimbrell had only asked for three dollars worth of
gasoline. Kimbrell left the station, retrieved a gun, returned and killed Melton. When sheﬁﬁ’ 3
deputies arrived in Glendora, they found Kimbrell at J.W. Milam’s home. ** Kimbrell was écquittecl
when prosecuted for Melton’s murder. Kimbrell died in Tennessee in 1985,

11. Hubert Clark (deceased): Clark is identified in 1955 press accounts, \;w'ithout
atiribution to any source, as having been present in the truck which carried Emmettl'l"ill. s
Additionally, J.W. Milam identified Clark to Confidential Source] |as having been mvolved in gg} ]
Till’s kidnaping and murder. ¢ |

Clark, a white male, born on November 24, 1920, was a friend of J.W. Milam’s.

Clark served in the U 8. Navy during World War I1 and died of a heart attack on November 15, 1972

12.| } who is still alive, has been identified by several

b6
witnesses as having been involved in either the kidnaping of Emmett Till or efforts to clean-up after 7€

the crime, has consistently denied any involvement or first-hand knowledge about the

crime.

|was bomn on and was raised in

| ] worked fo | b7C

J[ lived with and when he wésn‘t

“ - “Attention Focused On Till Case Defendant In Aftermath of Shooting in Glendora, Accused Man was

guened in Milam Home”, Clarksdale Press Register, December 8, 195 |

cht, Mi /
o - Mose Wn ht, “How 1 Escaped From Mississippi.” Jet, 1955] | 18c ofs
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he rented a room at a juke joint (a gambling and drinking
establishment). Additionally,:jhad another Due to his relationship
with: some of the children in the community called fand E?C
I_—_has referred to himself [ [home in Mississippi
was situated close enough to that a person could view
| | moved from Mississippi to |1n|__|and later E_?C
moved tcl Iin | |eontinues to reside in |and SN | ]
recently| Jand, according to family members,

| | |

‘ 13. Levi Collins, also known as “Too Tight” Collins (deceased): Colliﬁs has been
identified by several witnesses as having been involved in both the kidnaping of Emmett Till and
efforts to clean-up after the crime. |

Collins, a black male, was born on September 28, 1935, Collins was married to

Treola Tyler on January 20, 1952 in Minter City, Mississippi, and the couple had four children. In
1955 Collins worked for J.W. Milam driving trucks and tractors. Following the Till incident, Collins
was t_akeﬁ t© Chicago, llinois by reporters working for the Chicago Defender. When interviewed,

he denied involvement in Till’s kidnaping and murder. At some point in time, Collins and his wife

b6

divorced and Treola Collins moved to Seattle, Washington. There she married and | o

remained in Seattle until her death in 1996. Collins eventually returned to Mississippi and died on

November 28, 1992 in Jackson, Mississippi.
29

LAW ENFORCEMENT SENSITIVE
This document containg neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBL. 1t is the preperty of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its
contents are not 10 be distributed outside your agency.

B I e I




it

b6
b7C

. boé
b7C

bé
b7C

bé
b7C

ho
hic

LAW ENFORCEMENT SENSITIVE

14. Johnny B. Washington (deceased): Washington was identified by

as having assistedr Roy Bryant and J.W. Milam by forcinq . linto a

pickup truck the evening prior to Till’s kidnaping.

Washington, a black male, was born on February 7, 1928 at Money, Mississippi. -

Washington marrie on| Jin Money, Mississippi and the

couple lived on the Ruddock Bananas Plantation outside of Money. In 1955 Washington worked for
Roy Bryant delivering groceries and performing odd jobs. The couple divorced inm
7

Washington married again and died during October 1980 in Chambersburg, Pennsylvania. 4

15, Otha Johnson Jr., also known as “Oso” (deceased): Johnson related to his son,

that Johnson accompanied J.W. Milam and Roy Bryant the mght Emmett Till

was kidnaped and murdered.
Johnson, a black male, was born on April 17, 1934 Johunson lived and worked in the
Mississippi Delta in the towns of Drew, Webb, Glendora and Minter City. In 1955 Johnson worked

for I.W. Milam doing odd jobs, driving trucks and tractors. Johnson lived in Glendora, Mississippi

with in 1955 and they had at least two sons. After separating from

:'Johnson eventually moved to St. Louis, Missouri and then Chicago, [}linois. Johnson met

there and they married in| in The couple remained together

until his death on March 21, 2002 in Southaven, Mississippi.

16. who lived on a farm outside OD Mississippi, witnessed

some of the events surrounding the kidnaping and was a witness at trial.

I:was bominl Mississippi inl At the time of Till’s kidnaping

and murder,: years old and lived with on the| ' |

| Misc ors
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located just outside of] Mississippi. Following the events that are the subject of
this investigation, oved to [llinois and has been employed there since the
working in al is now known as but for the purposes of _
clarity he is referred to as throughout this report.

17. Mary “Amanda” “Amandy” “Maody” Bradley (deceased): Brz-ldley
witnessed some of the events surrounding Till’s kidnaping at a farm outside of Drew, Mississippi
and was a witness at (rial,

Bradley lived at the Clint Shurden Plantation on Leslie Milam’s farm daring the
events surrounding Till’s murder in 1955 and at the time she was fifty years old. Efforts to

definitively identify Bradiey have been unsuccessful. Anecdotal evidence/stories related to

investigators indicate Bradley is deceased.

18. | |alleged1y witnessed events related to Till’s

murder at the Clint Shurden Plantation, is pictured in news accounts of the time and was subpoenaed

to trial. did not testify and efforts to identify and locate him or his relatives have been

unsuccessful.

19, News accounts of the time allege that witnessed events

related to Till’s murder at the Clint Shurden Plantation and efforts to identify and locate him or his -

relativcs have been unsuccessful.

20.| | Several witnesses have identified a man named
| las having been involved in Till’s kidnaping. |4
male, was a resident of I:I, Mississippi at the time. Efforts to identify and locate] | or

his relatives have been unsuccessful.
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B. Kev Locations:

Ty
L

CAHELS D

T Tk el ‘.‘H

Bryant’s Crocery & Meat Market - Circa 1955

Photograph from “Getting Away With Murder:
The True Story of the Emmett Till Case™ by Chris Crowe

\ ' 1. Bryant's Grocery & Meat Market: Bryant's Grocery & Meat Market was
located in Money, Mississippi. The building housing the store was a two-story brick structure with
the store on the first floor in the front of the building; a living area on the first floor immediately

behind the store area, which the Bryants occupied; and an apartment above the store. The upstairs

apartment was occupied b6
biC

| ) 32
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2. Grover C. Frederick Farm: The Grover C. Frederick farm was locatgd

approximately three miles east of Money, Mississippi on the Dark Ferry Road. The Wright and

Crawford families were sharecroppers for Frederick. The Wri ght family resided there in the former

Frederick home and the Crawford family resided in 2 home on the property as well. The:
westernmost home was the Crawford home. Situated approximately one hundred yards east of the
Crawford home was the Wright home. Situated approximately two hundred yards west of the

Wright home was the Frederick home. *®

Appendlx A - Transcript - State of Mississippi vs. J.W. Milam and Roy Bryant, Second District of Tallahatchle
County, Seventeenth Judicial District, September 1955 - Testimony of Mose Wright, 3, 20 to 21
33
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Glendora Cotton Gin

Glendora Aerial Yiew

Farm Service Agency Photograph
March 27, 1957

3. Glendora, Mississippi: Glendora, Mississippi was the location of J.W. Milam's

home and store home; and the location where several witnesses observed

Milam's truck to have blood in the bed. The Glendora Cotton Gin was located approximately one
hundred yards from Milam’s home. The McGarrh Store is the location at which Elmer Kimbrell

shot and killed Clinton Melton in December 1955.
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Clint Shurden Plantation Aerial View '

Farm Setvice Agency Photograph
December I, 1956

4. Clint Shurden Plantation: The Clint Shurden Plantation was located

approximately two miles west of Drew, Mississippt. Leslie and Milam resided on the farm

b6
bIC

as well a.ci Add Reed and Mary “Mandy” “Amanda” “Amandy” Bradley. Accordingto

[ ] Till was brought to the Clint Shurden Plantation.*

I —I Misc ©/S
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IV. INVESTIGATION OF THE OFFENSE: The kidnaping and murder of Emmett Till has been
the subject of numerous books, academic studies, documentéry films and news stories. Duriﬂg the
course of this irivestigation some authors and producers of these works p;ov.ided copies of transcripts
and raw film footage of interviews they had conducted during the course of their work. Throughout
this report the statements made during these interviews are proQided in the interest of corroboration,
or lack thereof, to contemporary inte_rviéws conducted duriﬁg the course of the investigatif}n. The
circumstances surrounding these interviews cannot be detenﬁined or evaiuéted. The circumstances
surrounding third party witness interviews — how the witnesses were prepared, and, what, if .;ctny_,

inducement or influence was involved - is not known.
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A. Time Line:

Saturday — August 20-21, 1955: Emmett Till and residents of
Chicago, Ilinois, travel to Mississippi with Mose Wright. -

Wednesday — Augl_xst 24,1955 - Evening: Till entered Bryant’s Grocery & Meat
Market in Money, Mississippi. Carolyn Bryant-Donham alleged Till accosted her

and exited the store. Bryant-Donham followed Till out so she could retrieve a pistol
from a car and upon Bryant-Donham’s exit, Till whistled at her.

Saturday — August 27, 1955 - Evening:l | a black teenager, entered
Bryant’s Grocery & Meat Market in Money, Mississippi. s verbally
confronted by Roy Bryant about being from Chicago. | . ]
related that a similar incident fhkdf the same instance) occurred on this night and she

told Roy Bryant that the bo wasn’t the nght person and the
confrontation ended.

Sometime between Wednesday — August 24, 1935 and Saturday — August 27, 1935 -
Dusk} I a black teenager, was walking north from Money, Mississippi,

when J.W. Milam, Roy Bryant, J.W. Washington andE : came
up behind him in a pickup truck. Washington, at Roy Bryant’s direction, took]

and threw him in the truck. koid Roy Bryant thar—:’—.
wasn’t the right person an |was released. '

Sunday — August 28, 1955 — 2:30 a,m.: Roy Bryant and J.W. Milam came to Mose
Wright’s home, east of Money, Mississippi, looking for the boy that “did the talking”
in Money, Mississippi. Till was taken from the home and someone with a “lighter
voice than a man’s” identified Till as the right person as they left.

Sunday — August 28, 1955 - Time Unknown, Early Moming: Roy Bryant, J.W.
Milam and a man named Kimbrell brought Till to at
Bryant’s Grocery & Meat Market in Money, Mississippi.

Sunday — August 28, 1955 ~ Time Unknown. Early Morning: fnd
Leslie Milam were awakened by either J.W. Milam or Roy Bryant. | ' {
overheard Leslie Milam telling whomever to take the boy back where they got m.

Sunday — August 28, 1955 — 6:00 — 700 a.m.: Willie Reed observed four white men
and three black men in a truck with Till entering Leslie Milam’s farm on the Clint -
Shurden Plantation outside of Drew, Mississippi. Reed then heard the sounds of
somecne being beaten inside a barn.

Sunday — August 28, 1955 — 6:30 — 7:00 a.m.: Willie Reed came to Mandy
Bradley’s home. Bradley observed four white men and a truck by a barn at Leslie
Milam’s farm. One of the men was tail and bald.
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Sunday - August 28, 1955~ 8:00 a.m.. Add Reed walked past a shed and an oat bin
on Leshie Milam’s farm and observed Leslie Milam and another man there.

Sunday - August 28, 1955 — Early Moming: | Iand] 'Iobserved a
fire in a barrel outside of J.W. Milam’s home in Glendora, Mississippi.

Sunday — August 28, 1955 — Moming: | | Jobserved
Otha Johnson Jr., Levi “Too Tight” Callj JW. Milam with Milam’s truck at
Milam’s gas station/store in Glendoraj saw that something was under a

tarpaulin in the bed of the truck and blood was dripping from the bed of the truck.
When| lasked about the blood, J.W. Milam threatened him. Milam

called for a man| Jknew as| ~Jto join the group, they drove to th
Glendora Cotton Gin and then departed town.

Sunday - August 28, 1955 — 10:00 a.m.; Levy “Teo Tight” Collins paid
25 cents to clean blood out of the back of J.W. Milam’s truck while it was
parked by Milam’s gas station/store in Glendora.

Sunday — August 28, 1955 ~ 2:00 p.m.: Leflore County Sheriff George Smith
questioned Roy Bryant about Till’s disappearance. Bryant admitted to taking Till
from Mose Wright’s home and bringing him to Carolyn Bryant-Donham at the store -
in Money. He further claimed that Till was then released. Bryant was placed under
arrest.

Monday — August 29, 1955 — Time Unknown: J.W. Milam appeared at the Leflore
County Jail. Milam talked with Deputy John Ed Cothran and admitted to taking Till
from Mose Wright's home, taking him to Money, Mississippi and letting him go.
Milam was placed under arrest.

Wednesday — August 31,1955 —6:30 —7:00 am. Robert” Hodges

discovered a body floating in the Tallahatchie River north of Phillip, Mississippi.

The body was later identified as being Emmett Till.

Wednesday — August 31, 1955: Till’s body was recovered from the Tallahaichie’
River and transported to the Century Burial and Funeral Home in Greenwood,
Mississippi. It was later transported to Chicago for viewing, a funeral and burial. . -
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B. Sequence of Events:

bé

b7C

1. Saturday/Sunday - August 20-21, 1955: Emmeit Till, Mose Wright and

[ TJeparted Chicago, IMlinois via train and arrived in Mississippi. Till andl were

scheduled to return to Chicago two weeks later. Till’s mother, Mamie Till-Mobley, had given Till

his deceased father’s ring prior to his leaving Chicago. ** "%

2. Wednesday - August 24, 1955:;

SUN MOON
Begin Civil © ] 5:03 am. ' Moonset on the 9:53 pm.
Twilight Preceding Day
Sunrise 5:29 am. Moonrise 12:17 p.m.
Sunset 6:37 p.m. Moonset 10:34 p.m.
End Civil Twilight | 7.03 p.m. Moonrise on the b:ih pm.
Following Day
Weather
| High Temperature | 92 degrees
Low Temperature 71 degrees
Precipitation None

Meteorological. Light and Weather Data

All moon and light data used throughout this report was obtained from the United States Naval Observatory,

Astronomical Applications Department Weather data used throughout this report was obtained from the Greenwood
Commonwealth newspaper. »

a. August 24, 1955 - 8:00 p.m. - Money, Mississippi: Till, his cousins, and

members of the Wright family traveled to Money, Mississippi and visited Bryant's Grocery & Meat

Market. With Till were

4

Maurice Wright (deceased) and Curtis Jones (deceased). Also at the store that evening
was| |and the] ] Upon arriving several black

persons were already present at the store on the front porch, playing checkers. Till enteréd the store

% Death of Innocence, The Story of The Hate Crime That Changed America, Maime Till-Mobley and Chrlstopher
Ben.son 2003

32
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who entered the store and came out

with Till. Shortly after Till and exited the store ~ |exited as

well, Upon

exit, Till whistled.

¢ Carolyn Bryant-Denham: During thé trial of _J .W. Milam and Roy Bryant for the
murder of Emmett Till, Bryant-Donham testified on behalf of the defense, out of the
presence of the jury. Bryant-Donham stated that on the evening of August 24, 1955
she was tending_ the store alone. Her sister-in-laﬁ, ] uam'té Milam, was in the living

quarters at the rear of the store, taking care of the Milam and Blryant children. At

~ about 8:00 p.m., a "nigger man came in the store and he stopped there at the candy

case." Bryant-Donham waited on the customer, but did not recall at the time of her

testimony what he had purchased. Bryant-Donham placed the itemn oﬁ the candy case

~ and held her right hand out for the money. Instead of taking the money from her hand,

the customer "caught my hand”, holding her hand by grasping all the ﬁngers in thg
palm of his hand with a strong grip. When he grabbed her hand he asked "How abéut
a date, baby?" Bryant-Donham "jerked" her hand loose and turned to _gol’ to the back
of the store. The customer followed her down the counter to the cash reg_ister,‘
“caught” her by the waist with lns hands and said, "What's the matter, La’py? Can't
you take it?" Bryant-Donham, Iwith difficulty, freed herself from his grasp. He then
stated, "Ybu needn't be afraid of me" and used language Bryant-Don‘hani did not use,

including “one unprintablé word”, and "with white women before.” nyant-Donham

stated this incident left her “just scared to death.” About that time "this other nigger

came in the store and got him by the arm”, telling the customer "come on and let's go™.

The customer left the store unwillingly, stating as he went out "Good-by". Upon the
40

LAW ENFORCEMENT SENSITIVE

Thns document contains neither resommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. [t is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its

contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.




e ®
LAW ENFbRCENfENT SENSITIVE
customer’s leaving Bryant-Donham “called out” to Juanita Milam "to watch me" and
Bryant-Donhaﬁl ran out the door to Juanita Milam's car to retrieve her [Bryant-
Donham’s] pistol. ‘When Bryant-Donham exited the front of the store, she saw the
customer again, "standing by one of the posts on the front porch" and "He whistled
and then came out in the road.” Bryant-Donham retrieved the pistol from under the
driver’s seat, turned around and observed the custorher getting in a car. J uanita
~ Milam had. been at the store so that Bryant-Donham would not be alone while her
husband, Roy Bryaﬁt, was in Brownsville, Texas tai(ing a load of ShIin;‘lp :there from

. s 4
New Orleans, Louisiana.’

described that when she “called

out” to] | Ithat “_..I had screamed for | and screamed for L2

“...as soon as he touched me I started screaming forI:|. . and the statements

bé made to her by the customer on this day had left her with the impression he would be
b7C '

back at a later time. Addi'tionally, stated that during the incident she

had reached for a pistol which was normally kept underneath the store counter, but

the weapon was not there and she retrieved the pistol from under the driver’s seat of

vehicle, whichl ' thad been driving. 53,36

1so stated she was not the person Who initially told Roy Bryant what had

happened in the store saying, “...I didn’t say anything and one of the reasons LI

didn’t say, ever say anything more about it, was because I was afraid that, what I was

worried about was he’s gonna go find and beat him up.” And “...I told what

5 Appendix A - Transcrtpt State of Mississippi vs. J.W. Mnlam and Roy Bryant, Second District of Tallahatchie
. s Rov Brvant 258 tq 277

Misc O/S
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had happened, 1 asked her not to tell 3. W., because I didn’t intend to tell Roy, because

I was afraid of what they would do.” %758
b6 _

b7C

Additionally, on this night 'recalled sleeping at

ome. >

. Recently, stated she was not at the store when this

incident occurred saying “I thought [ was in Greenville.” stated she “...would

not have been babysittin for her...” and that when Roy went out of town did

not stay with saying . ..I'm sure [ didn’t, no.” and

speculated that| may have made the story up stating *...the only way

I'can figure it is that she did not want to take care of the store. She thought this wild
story would make Roy take care of the store instead of leavin’ her with the kids and
the store. Thatisa[____ Jpoint of view.” “...the only.th'mg to me that would upset
her would be if she wanted Roy to stay at the store more...” A review of Juanita |
Milam’s trial testimony reveals she did not make any statements, nor was shé
questioned about, the incident at the store or her presence at Bryant’s Grocery &

Meat Market on the day Till whistled at Carolyn Bryant-Donham. !

stated that Till had not been in nyant‘s Grocery & Meat

E’ch Market prior to Wednesday, August 24, 1955. On that day| Till,:

]I and others went to the store. Till went

into the store alone, or ag {was leaving, with Ientering the store

~ Appendix A - Transcnpt State of Mississipp! vs. J.W. Milam and Roy Bryant, Second District ofTa.llahatchle Mise O/ 5
Cou enth Judicj Septe - Tastj W, Milam, 277 to 281
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as Till finished his purchase. “...Maurice told me to go in behind him and make sure
he didn’t say anything that he shouldn’t have, but 1 don’t know if he said anything
before I got there, I don’t know. But while T was in there, he didn’t. He paid for his

items and we left together, we walked out calmly, I dida’t think anything was wrong

at the time...”| . did not grab Till and pull him out of the store.

was not yelling or screaming when they left and everyihihg appeared , .

normal. Shortly after Till and exited the storef | o
exited-as well. When éxited, Till whistled. Everyone knew Till's
whistling was trouble so they ran to the car and left town. %2 |
. [ Jadvised that on a Wednesday evem’n[

( I | Maurice Wright, Till and approximately three 6ther family members
went into Money, Mississippi to Bryant's Grocery & Meat Market. :went into

' _ the store just prior to T.ill, and:]exited the store as Till was entering.” _ Egc
observed Till exiting the stdre with they didn’t appear rushed and
nothing was unusual about their exit. | exiting .;,hc;;rtly
thereafter and Till whistled. Everyone knew Till's whistling was trouble so they ran
for their car and left Money, Missil-ssippi and went home to Mose Wright’s
" house, 5% 6566 |

| ' i “advised that on 8 Wednesday Till, bs

L Maurice Wright and ’

Misc 0/5
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went to Money, Mississippi and visited Bryant's Grocery & Meat Market.

‘When the group arrived at Bryant's Grocery & Meat Market, there were about seven
other black people already in front of the store. Prior to Till going into the store,
several of the group dared Till to say something to the white woman in the store

because Till had shown them a photograph of a white woman in his wallet (the kind

of photograph that comes in a new wallet). came out of the

store heading toward her car and Till whistled. believes Till was whistling

at a bad move by the checker player. &8

. stated he was at the store on the day that Till whistled at

and was present when Till whistled. %

e Confidential Source] A confidential source, hereinafter referred to'asl .

advised thatl was already present at Bryant’s Grocery & Meat Mar'ke_t when Till

arrived with his ¢cousins. observed Till entering the store, purchasing bubble
gum from Iand exiting the store with without incident.
didn’t hear | Jpelling or screaming alnd did not obs;we Till
accdstinq ' in any way. Following Till’s exit :Ireca:lled a whistle
occurring but no other details about_ it observed Till, Wright and 6thers

getting into a vehicle and the vehicle leaving. When the incident occurred, the sun

had set and it was dark outside. *°

Misc O/3
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b2

bé e Note: Tiil's surviving relatives
b7C
b7D do not recall being present at the store during this incident.

» Curtis Jones (deceased): Jones and his cousins snuck out of church t6 goto
Bryant’s Meat Market and Grocery on this day and Jones was present at the store
during the whistling iﬁcident. Jones recalled -Till having a picture of a white girl in
his wallet. Additionally, someone challenged Till about saying something to the.

white woman in the store prior to Till entering the store.

e Note: —la.nd stated Jones was not

b6 _
bic present at the store when the above noted incident occurred.

Additionally,:bdvised Jones recanted his staternents prior to his

death and apologized to Mamie Till-Mobley. 7

Misc O/S
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3. Saturday - August 27, 1955:

SUN MOON

Begin Civil Twilight | 5:05 am, Moonrise on the 2:02 p.m.

: Preceding Day
Sunrise 5:31 am. Moonset 12:08 am.
Sunset 633pm. Moonrise 2:49p.m.
End Civil Twilight 6:59 p.m. Moonset on the 1.00 a.m.

Following Day
| Weather .
High Temperature 86 degrees
Low Temperature 71 degrees
Precipitation None _
Meteorological, Light and Weather Data

a. August 27, 1955 — Daytime - Money, Mississippi. Roy Bryadnt, who had

been hauling a load of shrimp to Brownsville, Texas earlier in the week, returned home to Money,

Mississippi.

| Tn a recent interview,

Irecalled that on

_the morning prior to Bryant’s arrest he was home. “Well I just remember that when

b6
bicC

didn’t I have something I wanted to tell him and I told him no...

customer had accosted

mad at me.”|

told him what had occurred.

46
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detailed account of the black customer grabbing her hand, grabbing her waist and

how she had screamed fod ko come and help her. ™ g”erc _
b. August 27, 1955 - Evening - Money, Mississippi:
. H I lived near Money, Mississippi, and had just returned to
Mississippi from a su@er vacation {rip to Chicago, lilinois. entergd Bryant’s Egc

Grocery & Meat Market, accompanied by his uncle and his. mother. When he entered

the store, Roy Bryant and were inside. Roy Bryant asked

[ Iwherehe was on “that Thursday or Friday or something,..” “I didn’t

. know what the devil he was talkin’ about, so he, he acted like he wanted to do

something to me...” mother intervened... “and she said what's goin’on? And

ah, he just started out off and he say you all got to teach this boy how to say I said

yes sir, no sir.”* At about the same time} |said something to

Roy Bryant thaf ____Jcould not hear. The fext day, father went and told

their landowner about thel incident. The landowner went to find out if Roy Bryant

had a problem with and learned that Roy Bryant was in jail for kidnaping

Preacher Wright’s grandson the night before. &

. On the evening prior to Till’s kidnaping, a Black boy e
eﬁtered Bryant’s Grocefy & Meat Market and Roy Bryant was aggressi\ie_ly quizzing prc
the boy. Initially, did not' recall exact details about the incident. 7
However, in another interviéw recalled “...1 know that there was a

lady and her little boy or her grandson or somebody was in the store and, [ don’t

Misc 0O/S
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know, Roy said something to ‘em, and I remember telling him to leavehim alone that,

you know, that wasn’t him”, meaning it wasn’t Emmett Till. 7

b Sometime between the incident at the store and Till’s kidnaping, at

about dusk] ___Jwalked north, out of Money, Mississippi, on the road home to his

house on

I had been to a store in the town of Money and

had purchased some syrup (molasses) and snuff, which .hc was taking home. A truck

pulled up behindD and stopped. In the cab of the truck were Roy Bryant; J.W.

Milam;

and in the back of the truck was

J.W. Washington, a black man [possibly Johnny B. Washington]. Roy Bryant

instructed Washingion to throwE into the back of the pickup truck and

Washington did so.|

not the nigger! That’s not the one.” Roy Bryant said “who?”

|came out of the truck and told Bryant "that’s

responded “That’s the: boy. That’s not him, but he was there with, with

”

him.

Roy Bryant then instructed Washington to throw

50, breaking |t015, front teeth off. ®

¢ Confidential Sourece

also said “Roy, 1 keep telling ya, that’s not the one.”

off the truck. Washington did

A confidential source, hereinafter referred to asI '

79
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c. August 27, 1955 - Evening - Money, Mississippi

| Jalso recently advised that ™. J. W

~ alone at night there.

came to that back door and got Roy and they left and I was there all night by myself.
Alone. With two boys.” 5 And “Well, after he left with J.W.,  know the boys \;vere
asleep. I had them on the bed there in that first room. Iknow I was just scared to
death, sittin’ there, didn’t know what, and | think that was the first time I'd ever been
s 81 . -

d. August 27, 1953 - Night - Glendora, Mississip.pi:

e Otha Johnson, Jr., also known as Oso (deccased): John'éon, a black male,

related to his that on the night of August 27, 1§55 Johnson
was at J.W. Milam’s store in Glendora, Mississippt and a group bf white men werel
sitting around drinking when they decided to take Till. Otha Johnson, Jr, drove J.W.
Milam and others throughout the night during the events surrounding Till's kidnaping

and murder. ¥

" was gambling at a place in Glendora, Mississippi when J.W.

Milam, Roy Bryant and Tallahatchie County Sheriff H.C. Strider came asking for

directions to Mose Wright’s house. |indicatcd that he saw|:|(possib1y

Too Tight (likely Leroy Collins) and Oudie B. Brown with

Milam, Bryant and Strider in Glendora, **

Misc ©/3
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e Note: Ialso states in the interview he accompanied

bé
pic when] transported Till’s body. account of the injuries to Till
are not consistent with the physical findings of the Medical Examiner.
4. Sunday - August 28, 1955:
' )
SUN MOON )
Begin Civil Twilight | 5:06 am. Moonrise on the 323 p.m. '
Preceding Day '
Suprise §:22 am. Moonset 1:00 a.m.
Sunset 6:32 p.m. Moonrise 3:32 p.m.
End Civil Twilight | 6:58 p.m. Moonset on the 1:56 a.m.
Following Day
Weather '
High Temperature 91 degrees
Low Temperature 73 degrees
Precipitation | None
Meteorological, Light and Weather Data

a. August 28 1955 - 2:30 a.m. - Money, Mississippi: At approximately 2:30

a.m. Till was taken from Mose Wright's home on the Grover C. Frederick farm. Present in the home -

were Mose Wright (deceased); his wife Elizabeth Wright (deceased); grandson Curtis Jones

[ —————

(deceased); F son Maurice WrigHt (deceased); I

- and -great nephew Emmett Till. The drawing depicted below is based on descriptions

from “ ' and from Mose Wright’s testimony during the trial of Milam

an_cl Bryant for Till’s murder. The person’s names are depicted in the rooms in which they were

slecping when Till was taken from the home.

Misc ofs
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2:00 a.m., someone came to the front door of the home saying, ."Preacho'_::r -- Preacher".
Wright asked who it was and the person responded, "This is Mr. Bryant. I want to
talk to you and that boy.” Wright opened the door of the home and found JW Milam
"standing there a‘t the door with :-1pistol in his right hand and he had a flashli ght in his
left hand." Additionally, another man was "standing at the screen door, and Mr.

Bryant was standing kind of out away from the door." Milam asked Wright if he had
51
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¢ Mose Wright (deceased), also known as Preacher: Wright testified that at-about
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"two boys there from Chicago” and Wright responded "Yes, Sir.” Milam then said "I
want that boy that done the talking down at Money."
Wright started to lead Milam and Bryant to the bedroom Till was sleeping in

and Milam stated "If this is not the right boy, then we are going to bring him back and

. put him in the bed." When they approached Till's bed, Milam "said for him to get

up.” Till "got up and dressed. He sat on the side of the bed and dressed.” After that
"...they started out, then he asked me if I know anybody there and | told him, ‘No, Sir.
I don't know you.” And then he said to me, ‘How old are you?’ And then.I said ‘Sixty
four.” And then he said, “Well, if you know any of us here tonight, théh you will |
never live to get to be Sixty five.”" | |

As Milam, Bryant and Till were e?citing the house they walked :through
Wright's bedroom, where his wife was present. "She had gotten up out of bed, and
then he said to her, ‘You get back in bed, and I mean, I want to hear the springs.’"
Wright's wife "...said that we will j:uay you whatcvér you want to charge 1f you will

just release him. She said that we would pay them for whatever he might have done

if they would just let him go." Milam and Bryant did not respond to her.

After exiting the home, Wright stood at the screen porch door énd observed a
car to be "parked towards Money.” Before Milam and Bryant entered?the car with
Till, "They askea if this was the boy, and someone said ‘Yes™. When asked if the
voice was that of a man or a woman, Wright replied, "It seemed like it was a lighter
voice than a man's." After receiving the response from the person in the car, they

"...drove off towards Money."
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Wright could not identify what type of automobile was useld by Milam and
Bryant. The vehicle was operated without headlights. After the vehicle d_eparted,
Wright "...stood on the porch there for maybe twenty minutes or more."

When asked i-f anyone else, with the exception of Milam and Bryant, was
thére at the time of Till's kidnaping, Wright responded *There was one man V;/hO
s-tood there at the screen door." "...he was standing kind of with h.i-s head down like
this here peering. He was trying to hide, it looked like.” "He acle& like a colored
man.” |

Wright stated he did not see Till, or anyone else, getting into a car and didn't
see anyone in the car when it drove off. Wright did not observe headli:ghts, tail lights
or interior lights on the car. Wright was asked about_ the voice he heard out by the car
being the voice of one of the three men. Wright responded, "It was jus:t a voice.
They took him out there, and somebody said, ‘Is this him?’ and then a voice said,
‘Yés.’ But it wasn't one of them.” Wright could not tell if the vehicle used to take
Till from his home was a truck or a car because of the darkness. |

Wright described Till as having "...stammering speech. Sometimes ﬁe couldn't
" geta word out.” Additionally, Till weighed abput one hundred fifty pounds and "He
looked like a man.”

Wright testified that when Milam and Bryant came into his home there were
no lights on in the home and no lights were tumned on. The only lighting was the
flashlight carried by Milam, Wright believed Till was sleeping in his shorts and
maybe a shirt. When told to get up and put his clothes on, Till put on a shirt, trousers

and shoes. Wright described in detail where each individual in the home was
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sleeping on the night Till was; kidnaped and the structural layout of the horlne. Wright
* stated he did ﬁot see Till or anyone else getting into a car and didn't see anyone in the
car when it drove off,
Wright described that following Till being taken from his home he went, got

gasoline, "went to a store" and returned home about 8:00 a.m. *>%

| | The night Till was kidnaped, the entire Wright family went into

Greenwood, Mississippi. The family returned home andl went to bed. Till

“and were asleep in the same bed when, “...I heard this noise ah...ruckus

going on in tﬁe room, that’s when [ woke up and [ saw ah...Bryant, [ récognized him,
I saw Milam, but I didn’t know who he was, and he had the gun, and ah...it was
ah...automatic, at the time I said it was a .45, which, that’s the only automatic we
knew about.;’ “I kind of raised up to see what was going on. He (Milam) told me to

b6 lay back down and go back to sleep.” “.. .that’s when they made Emmett get up and
b7C

put his clothes on, and during that time (Elizabeth Wright) was

ah...begging them not io ~ to ah...take him, they offered them money...”" “Milam he

was, he was forceful and was telling Emmett to hurry up, put his clothes on,

(Mose Wright) was begging not to take him, then they said well we not gonna, we

just gonna take him up the road and just whip him...” The two men too_k Till and left.

* Appendix A - Transcript — State of Mississippi vs. J.W. Milam and Roy Bryant, Second District of Tallahatchie

%%&mh Judicial District, September 1955 - Testimony of Mr. Mose Wright, 4 to 62 . Misc ofs
(4

“I Saw Them Take Emynett Till — The tape-recorded story by Eramett Till’s Uncle Moses Wright, Frons
Page Detective, October 25, 1955,
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Irecal[ed a ring that Till had wom and had allowed to wear fora

while. After |retumed the ring, Till constantly wore it, never taking it off. ¥ %8

. On the Saturday following the incident at Bryant's Grocery &

Meat Market, Till, Maurice Wright | ~ |nd others went into

Greenwood, Mississippi. After returning home, everyone went to bed witl:
and Maurice Wright sleeping in the same bed. |___|awoke to voices and someone
was asking about "a fat boy from Chicago, and ah.. I said oh my goodness » i the
first thing I said, I'm — I’m getting ready to die.” Two men came into his bedroofn,

“...when they stepped in there I saw that pistol and their flashlight...” «_..I remember

them saying they looking for a fat boy, and at that timej and Emmett

was kind of chunky, so they pasa;ed on by and they went to the next room...” *. .I-
could hear ‘em talking, and I can’t remember exactly what the conversation was, I -1
think I remember one thing he wanted to put his socks and ~ ah...he was saying yeé

and no, yeah, no, and they was cursing, they were very upset over that...” After the .

men took Till, there was silence in the house and “nobody talked to

anybody 5 89,90, 9
[ |I did not awaken during the incident and did not |
|_
hear or see any of the events that transpired. Iadvised that Mose

Misc /S
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Wright, related to him that Mose Wright may have heard Johnny B. Washington’s
voice at the Wright home the night Till was kidnaped. *2

¢ Curtis Jones (deceased): Jones, who was sleeping at the time of the abduction,
stated he “was awakened by a group of mens in the house.” “So I woke ub, rubbing
my eyes, yoﬁ know, and I $een all these white guys, you know, standing ﬁround, some
of ‘em had shotguns and stuff. And it like this should of scared me, 'bu:t, Ilwent back
to sleep before thejr left. 1 Went back‘ to sleep, and when I woke up the next, uh,

morning I thought 1t was a head, was a dream.” **

+ Confidential Sourcej ' |

members of his family and members of the

Wright household had been to Greenwood, Mississippi earlier in the evening. On the

Misc QO/S
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way home “...when we came back outta Greenwood there was another guy rode with
us lived down the road farther. We seen Mose Wright at this little store on the

place...” “.. .Getting’ gas that late at night. But we ain’ think ta stop an’ ask Mose

what was wrong.” *

“Old man Mose Wright come there to the house that Sunday

morming...” *...and told us they got Emmett. An’ den me and Mose jump in the car

and went down to Money lookin’ for ‘em.” Ifurther explained “...So T let

utin[ |house. Let and Maurice at Mose Wright house, let them off

an’ then turn around an’ come on back. [ went an’ in the house an’ I was sittin’ on

the side of the bed...” ... An’ Mose Wright come up an’ said uh, they took my

boy...” “...Then me an’ Mose Wright hop in the car an’ we went up thc%rc in Money

| We went up there lookin’ for ‘im, so we didn’t see ‘em, turn around

an’ come back...” “...We didn’ get out. So we come on back...” Mose Wright told

|that Milam and Bryant were there when Till was taken and a “...woman

was in the background...” and “For a fact there was two people back there he

Said » 97,98

stated Johnnie B.
Washington, was at home with her the hight Till was kidnaped and murdered. % ;

b. August 28, 1955 - Early Morning - Monex,' Mississipp :

recently stated that sometime in the

early moming hours, before daylight, someone who sounded like a black person came

Misc O/S
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to the residential entrance of the store (the back door) and knocked on the door.

Egc stated she was scared because she was alone with her'two phildren
and did not answer the door. 10101102
Additionally, advised that she was at home in Money,
Mississippi witl‘r:Iwhen sometime during the night Roy Bryant, J.W.
E?c Milam and Kimbrell appeared at the home/store with Emmett Till. “.1 thiﬁk they ’

came back and I think that Kimbrelt man was, was with, with ‘em...” ...1 think it

happened pretty much like he, like they said. I think they probably asked me who, if

I believe. Because [ really think no matter

1 thoughtl » “I think he (Roy

Bryant) told me he was gonna take him back.” 103, 104, 105, 106

¢. August 28, 1955 - Early Moming - Clint Shurden Plantation, Drew

Mississippi:

advised that on the night which

b6

b7C [ater léarned was the night that Emmett Till had been kidnaped, J.W.

Milam and/or Roy Bryant came to their house sometime after midnight. While

and heard

did not see the men, she heard one of the two talking tc::

Leslie Milam, tell the man something to the effect that "they

Misc 0/3
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needed to get away from here and take him back to where they got htm."

later realized they had been talking about Emmett Till. Leslie Milam came

back:afler J.W. Milam and/or Roy Bryant appeared at the house. o7

In a subsequent interview|

' |recalted the individuals wh

on this night as being both Roy Bryant and J.W. Milamn.

also reiterated that Leslie Milam

also stated,

“now what he did that day, [ don’t know...” “... After he left the house...” “...cause

he was gone » 108, [09

d. August 28, 1955 - Day Break - Money, Mississippi :

Sometime around daybreak,

ent

down the street and utilized a telephone to call

Melvin Campbell,

in Minter City, Mississippi, to ascertain the whereabouts of Roy Bryant. Campbell

told they had been playing poker all night and Roy Bryant-would be
home later, ''% 111112
did not recall 2 telephone call from
to on this moring. Additionally, could not

recall if Melvin Campbell had been home or away from home the previous-. night. 112

Y
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e. August 28, 1955 - 6:00 am - Clint Shurden Plantation. Drew. M_islsissiggi:
¢ Willie Reed: Reed, a witness in the 1955 prosecution, testified that on Sunday,
August 28, 1955, Reed saw J.W. Milam when Milam was coming to a well::at Leslie
Milam's farm. Reed is familiar with Leslie Milam’s farm because Reed lives with his
grandfather, Add Reed, on the Clint Shurden Pla.ntatioﬁ, in a home just acrdss the
bayou from Leslie Milam’s farm Sometime between six and seven o'clgck in the
momning, Reed left his home to go to Glenn .Patterson’s store. When goi-:ng from his
home to Patterson’s store, Reed had to pass by Leslie Milam's place, whére.fhere was
a green barn with doors. As Reed was walking, a white over green, 1955 Chevrolet
truck passed him. Reed testified he saw four white men in the cab of the -truck, thre;a
black men on the sides of the back of the truck and a black boy sitting down in the
bed of the truck. Reed identified Till as the boy in the back of the truck 'from a
photograph he saw in the newspaper and which he was sho% at trial, R;eed testified
he was unable to see the three black men in the bed of the truck with Till well enough
to identify them. Reed then saw the truck parked in front of a bamn. Reed heard
someone hollering and it sounded like someone was whipping someone in the barn.
After passing the bamn, Reed went to Mandy Bradley's house and told.her- what he had
heard. Reed then went to the well to get Bradley a bucket of water. Whlle at the well,
Reed could hear “some licks like somebody was whipping somebody a.nd he could
hear someone hollering from inside the barn. J.W. Milam then came from the bam to
the well and got a drink of water. Regéd recalled J.W. Milam having a pistol on his
belt. After leaving the well, Reed went to the store. On his way home fr&;:)rﬁ the store,

Reed did not hear or see anything and the truck was gone. Reed knows Leslie Milam
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and J.W. Milam. Reed had seen J.W. Milam on abOL;t three or four occasioris prior to
August 28th. Reed had never seen Emmett Till prior to that Sunday. When asked,
“...you don't know whether that was Emmett Till or not, do you?" Reed replied that
Till favored the picture he had just lookéd at. Reed had been in the barn on ;me
occasion, did not know who had control of the barn, but stated Leslie Milam lives
next to the barn, *'*

In contemporary interviews, Reed identified only two white men and two
black men accompanying Till in the truck as it entered the farm. Reed identified the
‘white men 2s Milam and Bryant and the two black men as Levi “Too Tight” Collins
and Hubbard 115, 116, 117, 118 "

e Add Reed (deceased): Reed was sixty-five years old in 1955 and the gra}ldfather
of Willie Reed. They lived together on the Clint Shurden Plantation. Récd‘$ home
was just across a bayou from Leslie Milam's home. On Sunday, August 28th, at
about 8:00 o'clock in the morning, Reed {eft his home, walking east, turned ;Jorth,
crossed a bayou and crossed Leslie Milam's place. Reed passed by a shed and an oat
bin on Leslie Milam's place and observed two men, Leslie Milam and and;her man
Reed did not know. Reed also observed a pickup truck to be parked at 2 building.
Willie Reed had left home prior to Add Reed leaving the house and Willie‘. Rjeed had

not yet returned home when Add Reed departed.'*®

Appendtx A- Transcnpt Staze of MISSISSIppI vs LW, M:Iam and Roy Bryant Second District of Tallakatchie

Reed, 210 to 245

Misc O/53

serond District of Tallahatchie

= L VY S okl 14 J » c
Coumy, Seventeenth Judicial Dssmct Septcmber I955 Testunony of Mr. Add Reed 245 to 249
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& Mary “Amanda” “Amandy” “Mandy” Bradley (deceased): In 1955, Bradley

was fifty years old and lived on Leslie Milam's place. Leslie Milam's house could be
seen from Bradley's home. Bradley knew Willie Reed, who lives south of Leslie
Milam, on Clint Shurden's land. On Sunday, August 28", between six-thirty and
seven o'clock a.m., Willie Reed came to Bradley's house. Reed mentioned to.Bradley
something unusual he had seen or heard that momming and Bradley looke';i out the

window. Bradley saw four white men and a truck by the bam. Bradley did not know

- who the four white men were. The men were coming in and out from the barn; one

man went to the well and got a drink of water then returned to the barn. The man
who got the drink of water was tall and bald headed. Bradley saw the truck when

they backed it up under the shed, the same shed they were going back and forth from

and Bradley saw the truck as it drove away. '

+ Confidential Sourcy A confidential source, hereinafter referred to as

that Glenn Patterson (deceased) revealed to I:'mat the pickup truck containing

Till’s body passed by Patterson’s house as it left the Clint Shurden Plantation.

Patterson also revealed tg that Patterson believed Till was shot while at Leslie

Milamn’s farm.'!

| advised that on the day following Till’s kidnaping,

“I was, ah, playin’ beside the road and I saw Mr., ah, Mylam’s (sic) truck coming by

' Appendix A - Transcript — State of Mississippi vs. J.W. Milam and Roy Bryant, Second District of Tallahatchie

County, Seventeenth Judicial District, September 1955 - Testimony of Amandy Bradley, 250 to 258
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and it had a -- had a cover over the door we called a tarpaulan (sic), had 2 tarp over it,
. and I heard somebody hollerin’ on the truck, but [ didn’t see nobody.” 122

In a later interview:described his home as being located near

| | west of Money on the way tof |

also stated he b6
' b7C

saw Milam’s truck pass him, with Milam and Branch [Bryant] inside, on either 2

Tuesday or Wednesday and that it could not have been a Sunday. | Ialso

stated the truck passed him about lunch time, '*

f. August 28 1955 - before daylight — Glendora, Mississippi

I | In 1955

and her family lived in 2

home that was located near

Sometime in the middle of the nighf |and her sister

" . . . ' . b6
r:l were at home, sitting at a window, trying to get some air, when they noticed p7c

a fire burning in a barrel behind J.W. Milam’s home.

later leamed that

someone had burmed something in the barrel. Ilater saw shoes that had

burned in the fire and was told the shoes were Emmett Till's, 12 1%

| ] recalled “I remember the shoe. Like at night my sistcr an’ |

1 » . » e > b6
was in the bed an’ you know you had your windows up down south...” “An’ we say ¢

like maybe two or three guys, back then you would bring your garbage up a tall barrel

you,..” “... They put somethin’ in that an’ set it on fire..

later learned it was

Till’s shoe which had been bumed. '2

12 -

123 .
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g. August 28, 1955 - earlv moming — Glendora, Mississippi

" at the time, recalled many years later,

that he and is father, who is now deceased, waiked past J.W. Milam’s store on a

Sunday moming. Upon passing the store, saw that Milam’s 1953 ~ 1955

GMC pickup truck was parked by the store, As:passed between the store and

the truck, he noticed something under 2 tarpaulin, in the bed of the truck. A'black

man was sitting on the side of the bed of the truck with a foot on the tarpaulin.

Another black man was standing beside the truck. Irecalled the names of the

men as “0Oso” and “Too Tight” but could not recall which of the men was in the truck

and which was by the truck. Blood was running out of the bed of the truck and

pooling on the ground. :father was present. About the time |:Ireached

the truck, J.W. Milam came from the store. When Milam appeared,| Jfather

said something to Milam about the blood coming out of the truck. Milam stated he

had killed a deer. :father pointed out that deer season was not in and Milam

responded by pullingl father over to the truck and lifting the tarpauiin to
show:| father what was undemeath::lwas not able to see what was

under the tarpaulin, but heard J.W. Milam state, “This is what happens to smart

niggers.” father then grabbed' Iand dragged him to their house.

Ialso recailed many years later that he saw

coming toward the store from a nearby house.
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J.W. Milam was calling fo]  |to hurry. saw Milam and the others drive off
in the truck to the Glendora Cotton Gin and then Jeave town. #7128
ggc who wag |at the time, recalled walking |
| with fouf friends wﬁen they saw “Too Tight” and washing blood out of

J.W. Milam’s green 1950s Chevrolet truck. “Too Tight” offered to pay Iand

his friend[ |35 cents each to wash the blood out of the truck for him and they did

soi believed this occurred one day during the week and not on a Sunday.

escribed washing out the blood “.. .1 never seen lumps of blood look like

that...” *...yeah, thick like jelly...” “...Somebody else asked him. Where did all that
blood come from? And he said we killed a deer last night...” “You know ah, the
blood stain was still in the, the truck. And then ah, we washed and washed and we

couldn’t get it out...” '?

| " recalled, “...I was watering the flowers in the yard, and I

had to go to the, we used to call it the hydrant...but it was a fancet...” “...I can see it E’?c

in my mind, I see the truck over there, the green and white truck, and [ can see J.W,

and I can see Leroy Collins, but that’s where I stop at. 1can’tsay it wasl

[ think, or as...Oso was over there, but it wasn’t the two to my

knowledge.”

recalled| Robert Walker Sr., told her he had seen them

_ b6
washing blood out of a truck at J.W. Milam’s store on this morning. When asked bic -

whete the blood had come from, J.W. Milam stated he had gone hunting,

Mizc OS5
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also state::told her...“When they were washing the blood, they moved this

canopy, we used to call it a tarpaulin...” “...they moved it out the way and he saw g?c

this shoe...»13% 13!

L stated he was waiting outside the “gambling place”

with some other men when a girl nameDapproached and told

them that J.W. Milam had taken a boy, killed him and dumped his body in the river.

itnessed |pointing out to the group a shoe lying on the ground that,

according to “Too Tight” Collins, the boy [Till] had been wearing. >

In a separate interview| stated he had been gambling at a juke joint in

Glendora, Mississippi on the night of Till’s murder and had been called to hélp a

girlfriend with a flat tire. did so, purchasind  |in} ]
b6 ‘ .
b7C ~ Mississippi with Melvin Campbell’s assistance and then returning to Glendora,
Mississippi. Once back in Glendora, Mississippi a man named showed
and several other people a burned shoe, which i;aid was one of Emmett
Till’s shoes. ' :
b6 _ : .
b7C During all known interviews of] he has denied any involvement in

Till’s kidnaping and murder.

¢ Qudie Brown (deceased): Brown related that on the moming after Till was killed
he was walking and “Too Tight” [Collins] was washing J.W. Milam’s truck out. “...1
looked down and I said what all that blood coming from. He laughed. The boy

langhed. That’s what he did. He sard fh&:re’s a shoe there. There’s oné of his shoes

T Misc 0/3

00

LAW ENFORCEMENT SENSITIVE
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FB1. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency, it and its
contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.




LAW ENFORCEMENT SENSITIVE

here. Isaid Who? That's the way [ said it, | say Who? Erﬁmett Till’s shoe. Now
that’s the way he said it.” Brown also recalled being with J.W. Milam on the day
Milam was arrested by the “high sheriff” in Minter City, Mississippi. '**

h. August 28, 1955 - 2:00 p.m. - Money, Mississippi: |
® George Smith (deceased): Smith was Sheriff of Leflore County. On Sunday,
August 28, 1955; ét approximately 2:00 p.m., Smith arrived at Bryarit’s Grc_)cery &
Meat Market in the town of Money, Mississippi. Upon his arrival, he found that the
Bryant’s store was closed and Bryant was asleep in the back of the store. Smith
spoke with Roy Bryant, while seated inside Smith's car, outside Bryaat's store in
| Money, Mississippi. “{ asked him why did he go down there and get Fhat little nigger
boy, and he said that he went down and got him to let his wife see him to identify him,
and then.he said that she said it wasn't the right one, and then he said that he turned

him loose" "in front of his store”. Bryant told Smith, they got Emmétt Till at I"Mosc
Wright's". Bryant also told Smith "He said he went to some of his people - - T don't
remember just who he satd now - - and he said he played cards there the rest of the
night." Smith arrested Bryant and took him to the jail in Greenwood, Mississippi,
where Bryant stayed “from that time on until he was brought to Taliahétéhie

County..." ¥

I M:i.sc. O/S.

T Appendix A - Transcript — State of Mississippi vs. J.W. Milam and Roy Bryant, Second District of Tallahatchie
County, Seventeenth Judl(:lal District, September 1955 - Testimony of Mr. George Smith, 85 10 99 and 117 10 128
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5. Monday - August 29, 1955:

a. Greenwood, Mississippi:

« John Ed Cothran: Cothran was a Deputy Shexiff for the Leflore County Sheriff's
Department. Cothran testified that he spoke with J.W. Milam in the Leflore Copnty
jail, after Milam was arrested, on a Monday. "I asked him if they went out there and
got that little boy and if they had done something with_hirﬁ. And he said that they had
brought him up there to that store and turned him loose, thgre at Roy Bryaﬁt‘s store."
Milam told éothran they had got the boy at "Mose Wright's." Milam ﬁirther told

Cothran "...they brought him up there and talked to him, and then they let him go."%

Istated “Well about all [ remember is that

ah, J.W. Milam and Roy Bryant went to that old nigger house of Mose Wright, that
littie boy Emmett’s gfanddaddy. Well I talked to him on several different occasions

when I was working that time. They never did mention nobody but Milam and

Bryant...’ called:when Bryant and Milam were arrested,

stating “...the Sunday evening me and him arrested Roy...” “...at the store in Money,
and that was a Sunday evening. The Monday moming, me and the sheriff was sitting

in the sheriff's office and I looked out at the window and I said lookey yonder George.

He said oh dog gone let’s go get him....” “.. . That’s Milam...” “...he come down

around there to see about his half brother. Well he got to see about him caluse he

went right up there with him.”"?’

137
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136 Appendix A - Transcript - State of Mississippi vs. J.W. Milam and Roy Bryant, Second District of Tallahatchie
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ty, Seventeenth Judicial District, September 1955 - Testimony of Mr. John Ed Cothran, 143, 144 ~ - ggc
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6. Wednesday - August 31, 1955:

a. August 31, 1955 ~ early moming ~ Pecan Point Area on the Tallahatchie

River, north of Philipp, Mississippi:

bhé
b7C

Robert Hodges: Hodges testified he was

fishing when he “...seen two knees and feet,” about a mile frorti his hcnise, on the left
side, going down river, in Tallahatchie County. The body was hﬁng up on a snag.
Hodges repbrted finding the body to his father, who reported it to their laﬁd owner,
B.L. Mims, at about six thirty or seven o'clock in the morning. Later in thé day,
Hodges, B.L. Mims, Deputy Sheriff Melton, Charlie Fred Mims and H{)dges' father
went to the location of the body in t.wo boats. Then "they brought the fop;a back there,
and then me and this other boy was in a boat, and Mr. Melton was there, and they had
-the rope around the boy's legs and then they hung it on thgre, and they had it on this
other boat, and then they carried it down the river and took it out on t.hq other side
there." Upon pulling the body out onto the banl; they found a gin fan to be attached
to the body with a j;iece of barbed wire that was wrapped around the neck.. Hodges
described the body as “beateﬁ pretty bad in the back...and hips,“...ahd the head was
"also gashed in on the side.” Hodges witnessed the barbed wire being disconnected
from the gin fan, the placement of the body and gin fan in a boat and the boat
traveling o a landing. At the landing, Hodges observed Chester Miller, the
undertaker, arrive, place the body in a box, and place the box in the coa:ch; Hodges
observed a silver ring to be on one of the body's fingers. At trial Hodgé-s was shown a

ring which was engraved "May 25, 1943”, with the engraved initials "L.T." and he

49
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ol ! b

advised the ring he was being shown looked like the ring he had seen, but he "didn’t

I

get close enough to see the initials."'>

' :was interviewed in 2004 and 2005 regarding his testimbny'in 1955
and the

m & .
Tl e

and acknowledged that the transcript of his testimony

“sounds accurate.” is currently a:and has fished the Tal_lahatchie -
River all of his life. Additionally,[ |recalled that he had

| |when he had been checking:- After

observing ]| Jwent

home and told his father and their land owner that he had| ” l led

several people,- traveling in one of two boats, to the body and they recovered it. The

body did not have any clothing on it and the main injuries to the body were to the

head.| Imarkecl on the aerial photograph depicted here the location where he-

discovered Till’s body on August 3"1, 1955, 139,140, 141

e comew  ame G m‘*”’:ﬁ_
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Farm Service Agency Photograph, April 14, 1957
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H was at home when

prrived at:|home and advised him tha

been sent by|

had

to get :

to assist in the recovery of a body that had been found in the Tallahatchie River.

| |and

[took a boat from theljfarm and proceeded to.a bend inthe P7C

bé

river, where they found a body, caught on a snag of debris. They floated the body to

. a sandbar; placed it on a piece of visquine or other fabric, loaded it in the boat, and

- proceeded north on the river to Fish Lake Landing. Upon arriving at Fish Lake

Landing[___Keparted almost immediately. '* |

Gin Fan & Barbed Wire R_écovered with Till’s Body

Photograph from “Getting Away With Murder:

The True Story of the Emment Till Case™ by Chris Crowe

-
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b. August 31, 1955, Fish Lake Landing, on the Tallahatchie River, north of

Philipp, Mississippi:

¢ B.L. Mims (deceased): Testified that on August 31, 1955, Mims was told about a
body being found on the Tallahatchie River and he went down the river and found
"him". Accompanying Mims, in Mims' boat, was Deputy Sheriff Garland Melton.
Accompanying Mims apd Melton, in a second boat, was his brother, Fred Mims, and
Robert Hodges. Mims observed, "Well, we saw a person - - from his knee on down
and including his feet - - we saw that sticking up above the water. And we ;:ould tell
by looking at it that it was a colored person...“l The body was hung up and they sent
one of the boats back to get a rope. Upon getting the rope, they pullea .fhe feet
together, tied the rope to the ankles and pulled the body toose from the hbottom. They
then towed the body downstream 1o a shallow bank, landed there, and pulled the body
out. Mims observed a gin fan to be attached to the body at the neck with barbed wire.
A Deputy Sheriff disconnected the weight [gin fan] from the body, the); pulled the
body out, and placed the body and the weight in an extra boat. The extra boat was

| attached to Mims' boat and Mims towed the Boat with the body and the gin fan to a
landing. Upon arriving at the landing, the boat was pulled out of the water onto the

}

river bank. '*

s Note: During the course of the investigation it was determine

that the gin fan had been disposed of during the early 1970s.

Appendix A - Transcript - State of Mississippi vs. J.W. Milam and Roy Bryaﬁt, Second District of Tallahatchie
County, Seventeenth Judicial District, September 1955 - Testimony of B.L. Mims, 11010 115 '
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Ring Taken From the Body and Identified as Till’s

Photograph from “Getting Away With Murder:
The True Story of the Emmett Till Case” by Chris Crowe

e Chester A. Miller (deceased): Testified that Miller was an underta:ker in
Greenwood, Mississippi. Miller and his belper, Simon Garrett, were summoned id
the Tallahatchie River, near Phulipp, Mississippi, on August 31, 1955, to pick up a
body. Upon arriving at the scene, they found_ the 'b;:)dy to be lying, facé down, in a
boat. The boat was pulled up on the bank of the river. They turned the body over and
- discovered a silver ring on one of the body’s fingers. Miller identified a ring which
was inscribed "May 25, 1943" and with the initials "L.T.", as the ring that was taken
off of the body by his helper [Simon Garrett]. Miller later gave the rmg to Mose
Wright. Miller observed a metal wheel and a strand of barbed wire to be in the boat
with the body and the barbed wire was wrapped around the neck of the body. Mose
Wright identified the body to Miller‘as being the body of Emmett Till. After loading
the body into a casket shipping container, Miller transported the body td his funeral
home in Greenwood, Mississippi. At the funeral home, Mr. Strickland, a Greenwood
74
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Police Officer, took photographs of the body. Miller then prepared tht;, body for
burial in Money, Mississippi, and transported the body to a cemetery there. The body
was not buried and Miller carried the body back to his funeral home in Gfecnwc_)od,
Mississippi. He later delivered the body to an undertaker in Tutwiler, Mi:;sissippi.
Miller stateci the body was not clothed when he observed it in the boat;‘ Miller -

described the body as approximately five foot -four or five inches in height,_we‘ighing

approximately one hundred-fifty or one hundred-sixty pounds, “looked to be that of a
colored person” and "the flesh in the palm of the hand, well, it looked like it was the

body of a young person. And from certain parts of the body -- well, in my experience

_’ . .UI'&'.

in handling those kinds of bodies, by certain parts of the body it looked like a youth
more so than a grown person or an older person.” Miller described what he saw of
the body as "the whole crown of his head, from here above (indicating with his hand)

was just crushed in.” Miller also said "The crown of his head was just crushed out

and in, you know, and a piece of his skull jUSt fell out there in the boat, maybe three

inches long or maybe two and a half mches wide, something like that." "I saw a hole

in the skufl,” further describing the hole as "Oh, about --- maybe half a‘n inch square,
something like that", located about three- quarters of an inch above the right ear. The
other side of the head was “crushed on the other side. You couldn't telk too much it
was crushed so. And it was all cut up and gashed across the top there.” Miller said
the wounds he described were sufficient to cause death, but could not tgll if the

. . . . ' . 44
wounds were caused before or after death or "in a car accident or otherwise..." '

! Appendix A - Transeript - State of Mississippi vs. J.W. Milam and Roy Bryant, Second District of Tallahatchie
- County, Seventeenth Judicial District, September 1955 - Testimony of Chester Miller, 64 to 80 and 94 to 99
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¢ John Ed Cothran: Testified that on August 31, 1955, at about lO:OO a,m. he and
Mr. Weber, a Leflore County Deputy Sheriff, traveled to a place on the Tallahatchie
River, between Philipp and Macel, Mississippi, stopping en route at Mﬁse Wright's
home to pick him up. Upon arriving, they found a body had been takeﬁ out of the
river and was in a boat on l:hej river bank. Sheriff Strider, Sheriff Smith, and other
people were present. Chester Miller, the Ne gro undertaker, arrived a short time later.
Cothran witnessed the transfer of the body from the boat into a casket u_'nde_r‘ the
supervision of Chester Miller. Cothran also witnessed Simon Garrett, Miller's helper,
remove a silver ring from a finger on the body. Garrett gave the ring to. Mose Wright,
who carried it home, and who, in turn, gave it to Cothran. Cothran identified the ring
as being inscribed "May 25, 1943" with the inscribed imitials “L.T." Coihran .
identified a metal gin fan which had been in the boat with the body and a piece of
barbed wire that had been attached to the body. Cothran described the cﬁnditiou of
the body as "his head was torn up pretty bad. And Hjs lefi eye was about out, it was
all gouged out in there, you know. And right up in the top of his head, weii, there
was a hole knocked in the front of it there. And then right over his right :ear -~well, I
wouldn't say it was a bullet hole..." Cothran further stated there was a small hole in

the head about an inch above the ear and he could not tell if the hole penetrated the

- skull. Also the head had “a place knock<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>