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muan X (aars .
Born Aprtl 2_)9), é&QQ ,

-; [/ln*”f?lif .7_, 7 ;,;. 0 ‘
= ]F'Iuvea??gatton Ras Been conduotcd Dy the FBI ..
.ﬂperttnent to your tnqutry concerntng tha aboue-nonod
"tndtutducl. S L

Shmimar

m s o .

. Howvcr, thc ftl'es of‘thu Buregu contcin thc 5
{ozlowtng tasormatton concerning Ellington develéped durtng
ttu couru o,r other uour ity-typc lnvcaﬁgattonu

,r»

ha S
“
vt : !'hc l!ay 12, 1938, tasuc of thc "Datly lorkcr » -:an
‘_J : caat coast Communist newespaper, contained an arttclc capti oned
- < "’B'arzcu Youth Parley Rallies for Joba, Pitece.” This article -
S "listed.Duke Elltngton among the prominent endorsers of thc
N

T firet AlleHarlen Fouth Conference which was o oonvene on
May 13, 1938, in New York City. Thc All-Harlcu Youth .
Conference has been degeribded as Pamong the more oonsptcuoua
Communist=front groups tn the Racial---subclcssification” dy
the Cplifornic Commnitiee on Un-American Aettutttu tn a rcport :
tnucd by that group in 1948 (pcgu s cnd 9‘5). x o N
S " (61-7563~60X6) . : g
Thc “rest Coast Yolzmtear” for Junc and July, "1941, }‘

‘a8 lonthly newvs bulletin published dy“the Henry Katon Post of .
- the Abraham Lincoln Brigade at Los Angiles, California, rc/lcofa
"that the Hollywood Chapter of the Teterans of the Abrahom - -
Lincoln Brigade on July 26, 1941, gave a bdara dance to ‘ranc
funds. The pudlication related that Duke Kllington Aad " ‘
appeared at the dance with a portion eof his bDand.  The Yoteranq ,. 2

of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade Nhas been cited by the Attorney o
oencral of the United States as ‘within the purylew of - .

- xzccuti ve Ordcr 9835, A(IOO-"/QW)%B '.103"‘"'-*' - 00"./4‘ wv-’"’ .

X ‘A RS Accordtng to-a reltable source the, Ag'
SZItngton appeared on o Itat of the Qonutttcc of Sponaora <
fcr a cdinner gfven at Ctv & Restaurant, Hollywood, Chltfarnia,.‘
on November 10, 1941. "The dinner was giuven under the auaptccc
of the Ameriogn Commiitee to Save Refugees, the Exiled
‘Writers’ Committee, and the United Anartcan-Spontnh Atd 2
Committess The American Committee to Save Refugjees has been (;/
cited g8 a Communiet front by the Special Conmitteée on Un=
Awerican Activities in g report dated March 29, 1944; the

1o

Mute: Request received 3/25/53: Reason, £llington's ,
Educational Exchange Service. _ L
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.. Bxiled Kriters' Commfttee hgs déen described by the Caltifornia _
;. Committee on Un-Amerfoan Activities fn tts 1948 report as . R
Yestablished by the Communist League of Ameéricaon Priters to =
.. dolster the Comnunist front, Anertoan Commttiee ¢ Save ;7. .. o
Refugeeas The Iriled Friters’ Commiittee worked with other . -
Communisd fronts in the Spanish Conmunsst refugee educations” .-

.‘and, the United Amertoan-Spanish Atd Committee has Deen cited . .

;fﬁg,é;;byjthc Attorney General of the United States aa vithin the .

The 1944 report of the Spscial Coamittee on . 5 -
.. Un=Amertcan dcitvities, House of Representatives, which
. described the Aritista’ Front to Fin the Far as a Communist LT
- .. front, 1isted Duke Ellington as a aponser of that erganfegtion,. .
. at the time of ite debut at a mass meeting at Carnegie Nall -
.In New York Ctty, on October 16, 1943. oo L

LA N

" A 7?5829« . AR
e i The June 23, 18 fltZ§u§ é?ggﬂcp‘ﬂggly Forker™ @ ' -
eontained an article coptioned”Segro Tribute to Hit Back ot
Axts Plot Here.™ This article related that Duke Ellington, ... .. =
grong others, was to gppear gt g prograz to be held omn . .
June 27, 1943, designated as' ¢ "Tribute to Negro Servicemen.”
The article stated that the program was_ to De supported by
the Negro Labor Victory Commiitee and the National Vegro .
U Congress, among other organizations. BotX the afore~-nentioned -
+ . ergantsciions Agve deen cited by the Attorney General of the :
- United States as Comaunist vithin the purview of Executive = Q.

Order 9838 1 CLl (61-8728ea) it -

oo The Octoder 7, 1543, issue of the "Datly Borker”.
¢onidned an article captioned "Civic Leaders Endorse Davis.” .
Adcocording to this arsicle Luke dllington, among others, ., . .. .
¥as .10 appear ot the Golden Cate Ballroom on Octoder 24, =
1543, tn a "Davts Yictory Show” %o pay tridute to Benjamin J.
favis, Jr., Communfst Porty ocandidate for the City Council ef

. ¥ew York. The October 10, 1943, issue¢ of the Yoatly Forker”™,
. <. in an article captioned "Ben lLavis Candidacy Arouses Natfongl ~ -
© .. Interest,” related that Duke Fllington Yas among those dacking
- Benjamin J. Davis, Jr., for City Counctl. = It te to de noted : -

v
B
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i v_;,.tk;at_'Benjcatn Jo Davis, Jr., New York City Councilagn, was .
. "omong the National Board mexbders of the Comaunist Porty 77 oo

convteted tn OUnited States District Court, New Iork, Yerw

Jork, of vtelating the Smith dct. {100 149163-4) 7

W

T See T Information was received from g f:ztablc spurce .
=7 .8n January, 1944, that Duke Kllington Aad mailed eut - e
" _approzirately 1500 lettsrs on dashalf of the National - =" - ier -
+.  Comxittee to Aboliah the Poll Tar and that she Committée sl T
""x 7. had Dbeen receiving money from the people Allington contacted. . =~ -
;<. . The Nattonal Committee to Adolish the Poll Tar hos deen :
[ - etted by the Caltfornia Conmittee on Un-American Activities
. 'in_their 1947 report as "among the Comnuntist=front organtzations -
ST por racial agitation” which also serve e "money-gollecting 4
o medtas T Wl T (100-11507-204, pags 20) e e
R It has been reliadly reportec that in o "raport of
_the Fationagl Beard” presented by one Herd Signaer at the R
. 'Americon Joutlh for Democracy Natfonal Convention, June 13-
- -16, 1946, Reld IR New York, New York, the following was
preeenteds "The New York 'Tribdute to Fats Facller' ot : )
Carnegle Fall in April, 1S4¢, sponsored by American Youth for
l'emocracy, turnec tnto a trexendous, spontaneous demonatration
" of tnier-ragcial unity.” Among those who Joined vith American
. Fouth for Democracy ftn this eveant weres Duke Bllington~~==gnd ‘= -~
- others toonumerous to mention.” Amertcan Youtk for Lemocracy
. has been cited by the Attorney General of the United Stotes
% .68 Communist within the purview of Ezecutive Order $835, <
S g (61-777-742, p41 EE
o On Moy 1¢, 1944, according to o feliacdle source
@ concert was held at Carnegte Hall, Kew iork City, under the
sponsorship of the Joint Anti-Fasctst Refugee Conmittee. -
Duke Ell¢ngton was said to have volunteered his professiongl
aervices for this concert which was reportedly attended dy
2000 persons. The Joint Anti-Faacigt Refugee Committee has
been ctted dy the Attorney General of the United States gs
. Communtst within the purvisw of Arecutive Order 9835, ol
R T P (100-7061-631 geoi':" sl T
oo ' The "Datly Worker® of August ¥, 1944, im an article
captioned "Stars Lead Coast Democratic Commitice®, reflected
that Bandmgater-Corposer Duke Kllington wgs a member of the -
Executive 3oard of the Hollywood Democratic Committes. The

*
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-.-;.Eollywoed Deloarctsc Gountttcc baa bccu citcdwby the Golgforn{‘
Conmittee on Un-American Acttvities 3n o rcport tcaucd m

51948, az @ Connuntat.front.l {100-28825¢q1) -y

Ao rhc anuary 2, 1948, ‘tssue of the 'Datly 'orter" ;
i contataed an article caoptioned "Iugoslav Reltef Opene 1946 °
" Drive.™ Thia article stated that the American. Oonntttee‘fcr
jlhgoslcv Rellsf had opened $ta 1546 activities with o Town ..
- 8all benefit concert, whtch concert was sponsored dy JDuke
;:1511tngton aaang others ~ The 4Amertcan Committew for Iugoclav
‘Relief, Incorporated hae been cited by the Attorney General
“of the United Staies g8 Comauntat vithin tho purvtcn,qu-

o Ezcouﬂ vc Ordcl‘ 9836. f (100.213159.4)

St e -?AAccordtng to a reliabdle source Duke tll!ugton 8. &l

'_}uﬁ--“g clected to the Board of Directors of the Independent Citizens -

Tl Comnittee of the Arta, Sctences, and Professtons, Incorporgted :

at the annuagl membership meeting of that ergantazation held

ot the Alvin Theater, New York City, on Fedruary 10, 1940.

-The Indqpendcnt Citizens Comnittee of the Aris, Sciences,. -

“and Profecstons Ras been cited as g Communist front by the

- Congressional Comnittee on Un-American Aotivities in o rcport e

Jtcaued by that _group en April 39, 1951, and tn othcrl o o oEe

: : (109-338692=45 X P
e ra. ”Brooklyn Saglc s G New Yorgagtty publtcatton,»a-'

on Hby 53 1947, ‘contained agn article concerning @ dazaar ’ )

‘which had opened on Nay 4, 1947, sponsored by the Hnttanai

Council of American-Soviet F%!cndchip. According to ‘this '~

"article the Bazaar opened with g variety concert ataming Dukc -

_E1ltngton gmong others. The National Council of Americon~ str~.“"'

Soviet Friendehip has beén cited by the Attorney General of - ..

the United Stateb a8 Ceanuntct within the purutow qf S:couttucr}w!

Order ‘9835- < (100-146984-1301p37)

. . 4 Ibw Iork City pudlication 'Thc Ieu Leadcr" taauc
. oj’Saptenbar 80, 1950, contained e fcaturc orticlc dy bukc T
_ " El1tngton captioned "No Red Sonps For Ke”.  'In a Jorwvard te
ﬂw___ this ariicle the editors of ihe afors-mentioned publication’

2. "stated that the "Datly Forker™ ta fts Nay 27, 1950, taaue,’ .

" - aond agosn $n tscues dated August 85, and Auguat 27, 1850, :
publighed stories to the effect that Ellington had signed the
Stockholm Peace Petition. The forward continued that when
Ellington returned from a European tour he immediately
repudiated the stories printed by the “Latly Borker", and had
guthored the crticle folloring cs o further repudiation..

SECURITY INFOAMATION-CONVIDRAI'TAL
-de i
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He stated that apparently Ais telegram hadn't had much

qﬁfect and he wos toking this opportunity fn ¥YThe New Lcadcr";-?3 

.t state that unless his name was removed fron the so-called -

¥Stockholm Petitiens™ within 48 hours after pudlication of -

the statement, he, Elltngton, would guthorize Ais attorney .
“to degin legal proceedings ogatnat thoae who were “trying to

'1; defane my name cnd reputation.” In this griicle £llington

~
¢

”ilgﬁif' "' The foregoing fnformation fs detng Jurntahad ce the .
“pesult of your request for an FB8I ftle check only and §s Rot

_Jurther stated "I've never been tnterested tn politfcs $n-- {f“;f’fp
" my whole 1lifs, and don't pretend to know anythtag adout -

internattonal affairs. The only Conmuuts- I know te that

of Jesus Chriet., I don't know anyother.” He further stated
-that during the laat war he had helped sell bonds faer the .
‘purpose of defeating Germany, Japan and Italy, and i{a the .. .

‘event of arother war hc ¥ould help sell donds to dqfcat nha- DT

ever ts thcn 4dmertoa's caCIy-. (100-370500-4)

to be consirued as ¢ clearance or nenclearance eof the.

'li tadividual tnvolved. It ts betng furnished for your .'._:u

confidential $nformation and fs not to be dtsaeltnatcd
outatdc qf your departlcnt. T _

e -

aSe
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qu illington's article he atated that during o stoy ¢a .. i ... .
-&tockholm, Sweden, tn the course of a European tour, Ae hAad

- deen approached dy an fadividugl who requestéc that he, -
:Elltngton, sign a paper indicating opposition to the gtom "
. hombds E1lington dented stgning the paper and stated that .
~the tndividual Aad departed. Hs continues by stating that -
‘when he arrived dack fn the United Stotes people degan tclltng'ﬂ;:;
“ " hitm that the "Daily Forker” hod written a atory about Ais u;- et
S0 .having stgned @ Communist petitien whereupon he fmamediately o
.8ent a vire demanding that Afs name de removed from the ~;i=g;
petttton and thregtening a legal suit tf this was mnot donc.‘~~*'¥f’=
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' Ko mvectigntion haa boen eonducted by t.ho FBI
mh;gazlfo your anuh-y concomins the abovo-nmed o
‘ v

Howovor, the filos of thia Burean oontam the -
£0llowing 1nrorxaeion eoncerning Ellincton developed during
the course of other security=t mveatigatim! .

_ v The May 12, 1938, iscue the "Da.ny Uorker.
o) ecst coast Cormmmnilst newspaper, ¢ontained an articlo cmtianad
®arlom Youth Parley Rellies for Jobs, Peace.” This article

1isted Dulze Ellin~ton anong the prominent endorsers of the

first Allelicrlen Youth Ccnro“ence which wes to convene on

Moy 13, 1933, in Fow York City,} The All-llarlen Youth

Conforonce has been dosoribed Be "among the more eansplcuous

Corvnmist-front groups in the Recial—e-gubelagsificztlon” by
16 Californie Cormittoe on Un-kmrlcan Actlvities in a ro;;ort

;ssuod by that group tgl % s -é”fgf 73 & 75)e

The Miest Coast Volunteer" for June snd J‘uly, 192,1,
a2 monthly neuws bulletin publighed by the Honyy Taton Post o:

e Abrahsn Linecoln Brigade et Los Angoles, California, -
reflecteod thet the Hollywood ter of the Vetorans of the
Avraham Lincoln Brigade on July s Eave a barn dance to
rdlse funds, The publication T Salod ihat Duite E3iincton had
appeared at ths dance with a portion of hils band,) The Veterans
of the Abreham Lincoln Brigade has been cited by the Attorney
Genaral of t-e United States as within !;he pm'view 01'

mxoeubive Order WSy (100 ooco o TR .

-
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A eonfidential sowree who has rurniahod nliablo

7 gnpormtion in the past aivised that the memo of Dulte R
Ellington appeared on & 1ist of the Cormittes of Sponssrs -«

for a dinner given ai Ciro's Restewrant, Hollywood, mmm,
om Fovember 10, 1A:l, The dinner was gi
_of ths Amerlcan Comaittse to Save Refuzees, the Exiled

7 Mpiters! Committes, and the United American-Spanish Afd . .-

Cormittee,) Tho Araerican Coxittes to Save Refurees has been

. eitod es & Compymist front by the Specisl Coreiittee an Une -
- -+ Amoriean Activities in a report dated Hareh 29, 19ilis the '~
" Exilod Writers?! Cormilttee has been ddscrived Lg the California

© Corzittee on UneAmerican Activitles in its 1943 report as

Yostablished by the Commmist Leasue of Anerican Writers to '

- Dbolster the Carnmist front, American Comriitises to Save
. Refuceca, Tho Exiled Writers' Corrmittee worizad with othor

-’ Comrvinlst fronts in the Spanilsh Coxzmmist refuges edicationg®

and, the United Amcrican~Spenish Ald Comilttee hes been ocited
by tha Attorney General of the lku.t?f 8t?8gf ffs’rithin tha ST
purvieuw of Lxscutive Order 10,50, ) - - o

The 19.1; report of tho Spoelsl camittee o
Un-Americen Acotlvities, House of Representetives, which
desorliced the Artists? Pront to Kin the War &s a Coerirmist

front, listed Duks Ellington as a spansor of that organlzetiong

at me tine of its debut at a masg meeting at Ca.megio Eall, g

11: Kew ?’crk City, -7§823:2%g’ 1"‘%76) - , N
" The June 23, 1943, isgue of the "Dany Waz-l.ar"-

cmtamod en artiole eeptioned "Hecro Tribute to Hit Beck at’ e

~ Axis Plot Hare," This article rolzted thet Duke Ellington,
othors was to agedar at & progcran 4o be held on -
‘ Jma .ﬂ designa a8 a "Iribute to Negro Servicemen,®
ic atcd trat the oran was to be supported by
the Haoxo nsbcr Vietoxry € ttee and the Ba*iami Yecro
Congresa, among other organizations, Both the safore-nentlonsd
organizetions have boon eited dy the Attorney General of the

United States aa Co: %_Aj)thin the purview of Exscutlive

&

| Orger IdJ,Sé, T ( .

ven under the auspieeu o
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o R " 9he Ostoder 7, 133, 1ssus of the "Dally Worker®. .- - .

o sontained an ertlels tim& a0ivie Leaders Endorse DNavise™ -
- - Aecarding to this erticlo Dule rton, anong othorse .o
was to appear at the Golden Cate o Octodbor 25, AR

: -

.. .1943, In & "Pavis Vietory Show" to tribute to Benjarin J, . -
.. Davis, Jre, Commmlst Party esndidate for the Cit Counecil of - _
© New York, The October 10, 193, issus of the "L Worker,® .
"~ - in en articls esptioned "Uon Davis Candidacy Arousos Hationel - - -
s Intorost,® pelated that Duko Ellington uas among those beoldrg .. -
"+ .- Denjamin Je DPavis, Jr,, foar City Council, It is o be noted - .- |
thet Bonjuiin J, Devis, Jr., Bew York Oity Comoilman, was = - .
smong the Fational Board werbers of the Commmist ?aréy SRERT S
.. eonvicted Iin United States Distriot Court gew }'ork, Bow . ...
* Yark, of violating the Snith Ast, (100-149163~a) % " = .-

. P Information was roceived from a confidentisl source
who has furnished relisble information in the pest that in
‘Jenunxy, 19, Duke Ellington hed malled cut gproxinately L
1200 16tters on bohalf of the Nctional Committcs to Abolish ™
the Poll Tax snd that the Camitice had been rocelving mozey
from the pesple Ellington emtacted, The National Commitice
to Abolish the Poll Tex has bson eitod by the Californie
Comiittce on UneAmorican Asctivities in their 19,7 report as’
"en-ng the Commmist-front organizations for racisl acitstion® -

'dhiehalao mm(ﬂomm&m%ﬁwﬁ S

- Acaording to a source who has funisghod reliabls
" dnfermation in the past, in & "report of tha FHailonel Board®
rogented by ona Hord sf.gner at ths Amordican Youth for - -
mocreey Hetionel Convention, June 13-16, 1916, beld In - ™ .
_ Tow York, New Yorl, the followlng was prosented, The New - .
York Tvibute to Fats Wallor! st Carmegie Hell in April, 19hk,
sponsored by Amoriean Youth for Demderacy, % intoa . .
. $remendous, spontancous demonstratiom of gm‘,er-racial mitye
. Among thoso who jolned with Amorlcan Youth for Democracy in = .
tiig event were Ellingtone-==and others too nmuraerous to - °
mention,® Amorican Ysouth for Demosracy hes been elited dy - . ™
the Attorney Coneral of the United States as Cormunist within
the purview of Exeeutive Ordor 1050e -~ _ .. R

(61—7'_77-6ha. 'p.m). s o

- 3 -
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Oon Hay U, 1 3 s accarding $o a confidentisl sourcs
77 vho has furnished relisbis information in tho past, @ concert
. was held st Cammogle Hall, Xew York City, under the smm R
"z~ ghip of ths Joint Ant1-Feselst Refugee amzittee. A
P Ellington wes sald to have volunteered his professicnal ‘~}i A
- w7 services for thils eoneert whlch was reportegy attended by s¢
:t 70 2,000 peraons, The Joint AntieFascist Refugee Commalttee has -
T baon cited by thoe Attorney Genorlgx; of the Unitod States as -
| Ccmmmist within m&og%i -63{ °§3S'1" Order 1014500 g

e T : m "Nally ¥arker® of August Ts 1n en artich
T cwtioned "Stars Lead Coast Nemoeratie c ttee, reflected
T A thaf; BandmastareComposer Dule Ellington wes g menbor of the -
- 7 Exeeutive Boaré of the Hollywrod Demoerntiec Cormittee, The

- 27 . Hollywood DPeavcratie Cormittes has been clted by the California -
Sl C'cwanittoe on Un-Amoriean Activities in a report 3.asuod m ;

____191, s 88 & Coemmiat front, (100-13875)4-&)

S - %he :mry 2, 1946, tssum of the "Peily Worker".
""'oontaimd en article eartioned *fusoslav Rellef Opens 196 -
I'rive,” This article staled that tho Anericm Camittee for
Yucoslavy Rellef had opened its 19156 activitlies with & Toun
Rall benefit ooncort, which concort wes sponsored by Duls

.77 Ellington among others, Tho American Comrilttea for Yugoslavy -
L5077 - Relief, Imcorporated has been cited Ly the Attornoy Gonersl -
. eof the United Stfg;ea as szmiat withi.n the purview cf

I ‘Exocutive Order 10450, (100-212169-11) ] o
S JEe Acecrdxng to & eonfidential source who haa t:xmished
" paliable informction in the pest Duke Elungtcn was elected
to the Board of Tirectors of the Indepondent Citirzens
- . Carmittee of the Arts, Soloneos, and Professions, mcmted, :
. st the annual membership meeting of that organization held = -
at the Alvin Theater, Bew York City, on February 10, 196, -
. The Independent Citizens Committoe 01’ the Arts Soiencoa, and_ o
. .Profesglions hes boen olted as a Corxunlst front b Tt -

.Y+ Congressional Camlttes on Un-fAmerican Activities :ln | repoz'!;
> BT usaed by that gmup on April 25, 1951, and m ot.hers.
AL T oL (100-3338924-}5 P- 8)
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The "Brooklyn Hagle™, a New York City publication,
...... . onHay 5, 1947, eon d an artlicle eoncerning a bazaar
2T which had cn::d on May 4, 1947, ored by the Hational .- . . .-
. Gouncil of lcan-Soviet Friendship, According to this - - . =
- articls ths bazasr opencd with a varlety concurt starring . ..
- 7 - Dake Ellington among others. The Hational Council of Amorican-

-~ Soviet Priendship has boen eited by the Attorney Goneral of -
i i the United States as Commmnist within the purview of Exccutlive . -
ot oAt A How York City lication "Tho New Leader™ lssue - - .-
‘. - of September 30, 1950, econt: & feature articls by Duke . =

. ¢+ Ellington captioned "Ho Red Songs For Be.® In & forward to - 0
“.w7 this artlicle the editors of ths afore-montioned pudblication .- -
L7 stated that the "Dally Worker®™ in 3%s May 27, 1950, 4ssus, .. .
T and agaln in issues dated August 25, and August 27, 1950, .-
o 11shed stories to the effect that Ellington had signed the -

. tockholm Peace Petition. The forward eontinued that when .. = -

" . Ellington returned from & Europcan tour he frmediately S
repudiatod the storles printed by the *Dailly Worker,®™ and had = -
authored the article following as a further ropudistion. . . -

In Ellinctonts article he statod that duringc a stay in -
Stockholm, Sweden, in the course of a Buropcan tour, hs hsad
been spproached by an individual who requested that ho,
. ‘Ellington, slcn & pspor indicating opposition to the atom
- . -~ bombe Blling denled signing the papor and stated that .. .. ...
"« the individual had de o Ho continuss by stating that
. .5 when he arrived dback the United States poople began tslling
him that the *Daily Worker" had written a story about his -
having sirnad a Carmunist petition whereupon he fraucdiately
. ..8ent & vire demanding that his namo be removed from the S
ST ggtition and threatoning & legal sulit if this was not done, -
3 atated that apparently his telegram hadn't hsed much .
effoct and he was taking this opportunity in "The New Lesder® - .
.+ to stats that unless his namo was removed from the so-called
- - ®Stockholm Petitions” within 48 hours sfter publication of -
- --the statement, he, Ellington, would snthorize hia attornsy
- . to bogin legal proceedingcs against those who were " to - ..
S o defeme my name and reputation.' In this artilele Ellington - -
<+  furthor stated "I've nover beon interestod in politica in - -
' =my vhole life, and don't tond to mow ln{thiza about
. intermatlonal affairs, only $Communism' I know is that -
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Subject: EDWAKRENNEDY ELLIN@TONE/W,W~S."q

- lig§ &#39;=~I-nu- rung.
1
- As indicated in Paris rout
data in relet
1 1&#39;1& 1101 !
t
on 3/10/6aadV|sed that

the subject staged at Tremoille, 11.;  rue de
la Trémoille, aris l,/21/60 I/7/6 He, wasn France
to direct  thechestration of t "Paris Blues , WhICh
was- being  made ahe motion plcture studios located
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sinister  stirring  of entogonisnsgf one racial g_rou? against »
another..... ) Aqon%the mare conspicuous Cbnnunistgfront groups
In the Rcidd...subclassification... is! 111 Hhrlen&#39;lbuth
o9?"/"?°f . 1-7563-00zelt-e A -]*_  ~;8c-

"&#39;  The June+July5 1941, issue of the "lest Coast
7olunteer, a publication of the Henry Eaton Poet of tB#39;
AbrahamLincoln Brigade, Los Angeles, "California, reflected \Y
that on July 28, 1941, the Hollywood Chapter of the 7eterans
of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade "had given a barn dance to raise
funds. The article reflected that Duke Ellington had appeared
at the dance. The Veterans of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade has
beendesignated b#=the-4ttor ??*G?i?ral pursuant_to Erecutive

3¢f 1 - 00-voeo-9paged! 1! T_[ D "&#39;

On Jbvenber 10, 1941, a dinner was given at Ciro&#39;s
Restaurant, Ebllywood,.California, under the auspices of the
American Committee to Save Refugees, the Exiled riters .-
Committee, and the United American Spanish Aid Committee.

The program for the dinner listed one Duke Ellington as being
on the Committee of Cponsors for the dinner. The Anerican&#39;
Committee to Save Refugees was cited as a communistfront by
the Special Cbnnittee on Un-American Activities in a report
dated Harch 29, 1944. The California Committee on Uh-American
Awtivities 1948 described the Exiled Friters Committee as
an organisation  established lhe connunist League of.American
Iriters to bolster the communist front, the American Committee
to Save Refugees. The Exiled Friters Ccnnittee was further
reported as having worked with other communist fronts and in
1942 aerged&#39;intine Joint  Antiyiascist Refugee Committee. lhs
United American Spanish Aid Committee has been designated $g=-
<4tCarnsyeGhnsrb2&#39:pursuant _to Erccutive Order 10450.
§§O—ZO61— 15! &#39;n=8&#39; _
, —-~~The report of the Special Cbnnittee-on Uh-Anerican
Activities, United States House of Representatives, published
in 1944, reflected that the Artists front to Yin the Var
made its debut at a mass nesting at Carnegie Hall, ew York,
Jevk, en October 16, 1942. Exhibit  lumber 1, set out in thg¢ +
report, which appears to bea progran of the above-described

nose meeting, reflected _ Duke Ellington as one of the sponsors.
The Artists Front to Fin the For was cited as a communist fron t f

by the Special Committee on Uh-American Activities C report
dated March29, 1944. 1 7559 1g9gpage 575! "
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"o " - AOn Jane 23, 1943 the "Daily Yorker contained an &#39;
article captioned "legre tribute  to Hit Back at Arie Plot~Here"
which reflected that a '"Tribute to Iegfro servicemen me tobe
&#39; held on June 2?, 1943, in lean Yorh, Tlec York. The article
i reflected Duke Ellington was one of the artiste-who would k&#39;
&#39 3&#3%-ese& 9 Yhe tribute nae supported by the legrolabor Victory
i omimittee” 'and thelational legro Congress among other organi- A
5 e -eatione. The legro Labor Victory Committee and the National
*~ ; legro Congreee have been designated w4
§;z>' pursuant to Executive Order 10450. 1-5723-4! -
oorase, OnOctobeZ, 1943 the "Daily Yorker'tontained
O 0 8o an article  captioned Civic Leaders Endoree Davie."  The ,
s article concerned Benjamin J. Davie, Jr.,, the Communist Rat89;
candidate  for city councilman in New York City. The article &#39;
S reflected a "Davis Victory .$hoze"&#3%udse held on Oetober 24,
1943k a]t the Golden Gate . Ballroom inliev York, . lew \lflorl}.'| )
eEllington me mentioneds onegf the artiste "whawill
pay tribute to the Communist leade-r. On October 10, 1943,
"The Yorker,” the Sunday edltlon of the "Daily Yorker, con-
tained an article captioned "Ben DaV|e Candldacy Arousee hTat&#391
e Interest." The article reflected: on vobrid " -
ey this weekcanebackingfron...Duke I&#39 Illngton 00 149163 4
fhr-
, A confidential informant who has furnished reliable
‘EZM&#%;: infornotion in thepast, advised in 1944, that Duke Ellington
“HieF30:171 . had nailed out dd@orinately letters on lhalf the
Rational-Committee to Abolish the Poll Ta: and that the

committee had been receiving eoney fro: the people he had

- s in184desCribdde ctional ftfonnlttéb olisthebBoll "1

as . being e;mongI the conaun at front organiea E one for rac ial

F _&#&gg;gg &M‘?Bd%@ﬁﬂzem; Qney-collgctingedia.”  E2y {B

At the na one convention of the he riaunth for
Democracy held in lea York, New York, in 1946, the report
the National Board was presented on June 15, 1946. The report, 92
in_reviewing  activities of the Afoatitan for Democracy,
reflected that the "Tribute to Fate laller held at Carnegie
Hall, lea York, |&ark, in  April, 1944, had been eponeored
by the American Youth for Democracy. The report stated that

#1

. V;
- &#39;
-1.»-
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&#3pntained  an article captioned  WHPoliticiane

~ 7% I8BENE

E: EDZARD/HRIMEEL LINGC-9

the aeeting had turned into a &#39;trenendouepontaneoue demonstra-

tan inter-racial unity." the report_further reflected  tRa439;
Duke Ellington was among those individual: who joined with the
American  !buth,fcr Dbaocracy in this event. fhe American Youth

fer Democracy has been degihated.by~thewé&ttornee Qeneaal

V-pureucntto Executive Order 10450. 1-777?-742-page 41'e

- &#39A confidential infcrnant who has furniehed reliable
inforaation in the paat,advieed in 1944 that cn.lhp 14, 1944,
a concert sac held at Carnegie Hall in Jew York, ew fork, under
the eyoneorehip the Joint Anti-Faeciet Refugee Committee.
fhe.infornant advised that Duke Ellington was among the persona
who volunteered their  professional eervieee for the concert.
The Joint  Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee has been designated »
A N :
l&thﬁ) ébillgﬁfeg 6eneral »pursuant to Executive  Order 106150.

_ OnAugust 7; 1944, the Vbaily Icrter" contained an
article captione Qstare Lead Coast Den. Committee,” which
reflected that bandnaster-composer Duke Ellington nae a aenber

of the daandtive of the Eallywood Democratic Committee.
The report the California Committee on Un-American Activitiee
in 1948 described the Hollywood Democratic Connittee ae a

coanunietffront  organized in 1942. 00-138754-A! ~

- Y On January 2, 1946, the Daily lorker&#38pntained an
article  captioned “lugoelav Relief Qpene 1946 Drive." The
article reflected that the American Committee for Yugoslav
-Relief  opened its 1946 activitiee eith_ a concert the preceding
evening In ew York, ea York. Duke Ellington one listed as. ~
afe the eagfoneora the concert.c fhe American Committee
for_lugcelav Relief; Incorporated, _has been designated _by-the
Attcrney-&eaecal-pursuant ~ to lzecutive Order 10450. 00-212469-A!

=o»w ~-Onlarch I, 1946, the &#3_9;Iaehin%1lbaily lime
ye ICtee lew " "

Role di®#39;Prophetfor Million  Voters. The article reflected
former Sdcretary the Interior Harold L. Ickea had become
executive  dfairnan the Independent Citizen: ©bnaittee the
Arte, Sciences, and Profeeaione. The article reflected "cone
notable iegro artiste and authors are on his committee :

nation__  hufard directors or are vice-chairmen. Among then

are Duke Ellington, band leader,....&#39; The Independent Citizens

cOlvriusgnL



))p

"&#39;~

&#39; ooeregfgtarrlSECH

¥ R&

.Ooomittee dhe Arts, Sciences, and Professions was cited as
a communist front  Hize Congressional Committee on Uh-Anerican

Activities, liouee Report Numbed954. 00-338892-41!

f Onnot 5, 1Bh4?; "Brooklyn Eagle, a daily news- .
paper published in Brooklyn, New York, r#jacted a bazaar
sponsored by the ational Oouncil  of American-Soviet.Friendship
had ed a variety concert on Ray4, 1947, at City
Center Casino Eallroon, New York, New York. The article

resfeected Duke Ellington was one dhe persona starring
iIn the concert. The ctional Council of American-Soviet ~

Friendship has been desionated"hn _ the»AttQzneq General
pursuant to executive Greer10450.- 00-146964-1301pagel7/!

. on September30, 1550, "TheNewLeader,” a weekly
magazine, contained an article captioned "no RedSongsFor ea
by Duke Ellington. A foreword liie  editors itltatate
the V aily orker,” on Bay 2?, 1950, had first réarted

Hiédgton signed the Stockholm Peace Petition — ahdt ~ on
August 25 and 27, 1950, additional stories had been published
rdmmeating sane false claim. It was also dteed -

Ellington, uponhis return from a Europeantour, had repudiated
the allegations.~ Ithe article, Rilington denied digming

petition_and told of his efsrts to get hie name removed. The
Stockhole Pence Petition was "Cited as Communist” by the
Congressional Committee on Un-American rCitiUiti88 in a statement

issued July 13, 19:50. 00-avosoo-.4!

The jbregoing information is furnished as a result
of your request and ie not to be constraed as a clearance or

nonclearance of the individual  involved. It is furnished for
your _ confidential information and is not to be disseminated

outside of your ageno A
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Edward Keanéhiggton KIRul<@
Bgont 29, 18 Elbnelwn—

Place: Washington,

Residence: 1619 Broadway
New York, New York
Bureau File  Number: &#39; Unknown
Passport Number: 12074297 issusdptember 21;;
~1958 atlew York; renewed
__ November 15,1960 at. Y.

Attorney: None

Travel Plans

RoDeparture: New York

Date of Departure: November &#39;19, 1960

Means ofransportation: Unknown 9 , *
Proposed LengtBtay. Two mont31/P.1 . #&#:3%;&1%9 7
Countries tbe Visited: France CIVIL A- 11&#39 .
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Duke Ellington

on the Conittee of Sponsors for the dinner. The American

§#39; .- Committee to Save Refugees wiésd as a communist front by

the Special @nmmlttee Uhsnnerican Actlvmes in a report -
dated . MAarch . 4, The Calforna on Un-American
Activities _in |% S% 563 ibed.th Ied WnteBs, Com Itteas;&#39;
anorganizatiesia e ommu merican

erte S olster myun , st . froht the American mittee
eﬁe? gees. IFFIGEXI d\)\/nters Commltteﬂasfmt er
reported as havmg worked with other couunist fronts and in

1942 merged into theint Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee. The

_eo_-. United American Spanish Aid Committee has been designated

L. pursuant to Executive Order 10450. &#39; :
ik 007 =T eep of t Sgg:glammlmem# eHceHw
EHSRHBO;- Act|V|t|e njtegtateqou presentapyesisne
§8i#39;.*6#39,0-1* N reflecte that thmArtlsts&#39 to Win War
&H39A I8d¢ |ts debut at a sass neetlng at Carnegle Ball, New York,

1 re OI’%WhI toberl %2 Exhlblt mber¢ set OHESCI'IBed
s S$neet|n elﬁgg %E <F_H|n on asoneo es ONSsors.
seed The Artists ront to Win the War was cited as a communlst front

sues by the Special Committee on Un-American Activities in a report
dated March 29, 1944,

~55?  *" 7582»15%8JE &fedrsigdarkeontaira

&H39A article  captioned &#39;Hebrbute to Hit “Back at Axis Plot Here
| 184397 which reflected that a Tribute to Negro SerV|cenen&#39/yas tbe
&#39;- held on 943 in NewYork . thew York. article

retiecte ton waoneol t
A-ar-1.1 PEGHD %ﬁionﬁe @Ofgﬁ %g%ob%ow
ud

&#39, t'e:glz@On : ro or Victory Coni Xea(l:lﬁ Ve t
| ?)1 PR Octob@r 194318 f)allg\Norker con”talned
(o0 anarticle captioned Civic Leaderd&Endors&avis

pretelle =l elsiVipel

1943, at the Golden Gate llroon in NewYork PewYork
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DukeEi3§on

A confidential informantwhohas furnished reliable

information in the past, advised in 1944, that DukeElllngton
fch nlled out approx iTea 1500 leit ers on behalf afh “e

—Nat ona itt, e Aboli th Poll d th t ,th &#39
Conittedtatbn recélﬁllne%rfbo@la” yplehad

contacted The Callfornla nittee erlca Activities

Il A e
@v WO |canYouth [igfr

qrev ewagivifee %’eefst%%ted,&?h‘ cYice enggraCV

ected e Trlbute to Fats Wal Carneg

Baﬁth'ﬁkﬁ‘i erigatttordétho e ec?%f&?&fi%lt

t. e meeting had turned into a tremen ous aneous demonstra-
tion or_ inter-racial unity. hereport |urther reflected that
Duke Ellington was amongthose |nd|V|duaIs vho joined with the *
American Youth for Democracy in this event. The American Youth
for _Demacracy has been designated pursuant to Executive Order 1045
1-777-742-page 41! \%

; Mt Acon{hdentlal |no1|‘ormant Whg hatshfurnlshed rellabSI)e14
information in ast,. advise n |
aconcertwasheﬁj at &:arne aql In Lﬁevs}o?k Rfle/v#ork under
the sponsorship of the.Joint ntl Fascist Refugee Committee.

#39;f x1_The informant advised that DukeEllin ton wasamonghe persons O
E& &#39 IIwho volunteered J g D

>T

~=' g-

$1

$2:

_.&#39;..

te ~;.-*.&#39;-

their professional services for the concert.

The Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Commlttee has been designated
pursuant to Executive Order ~10450.

00-7061-631!

_ On August 7, 1944, the Daily Worker contained . an
article captioned Stars Lead Coast Comittee,&#3%hich
reflected hat bandnaster composer Duke Ellington was a member

t e exeCl rd t ood. cratic Comypnittee
Ed s 8@@5 s
communis ont organize 942 *&#39

00-138754-A A

d
i 'ae%%ergatﬁﬂ@?é'ﬁv X 1 ! ﬁak?%’ Ay

Relle_f opened its 1946 activities 1 a concert the ecedlng
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Duke Ellington

PR SRR YoRlagIgnERalycy
temerISe@xémeh?ges%gl%grng@J Al tnke

Ar;sglocgandéso grtlﬁalm ectesbme

are Iepepﬂ%ag'{gf d)tgaen%tlgall‘ er?frgé%,%?hg Indepenedre]np mf'zﬁeﬁ;@n_l

tsyh 3] mel
A88V§§§§924 House Rﬁpor% Numberw % .o~ & 439

% ub%'ﬂé‘&? Bloo Th‘q zh mrgkgm%lg%ae%%?avg§

Or e atlona ounc Aaerican-SovieEriendsh 1ip

varley{1 Ha 4, 1947,at City
nter Casmo Ballroom ev Yor hen York.! “The article

reflected that Dule Elli ngon was ame Of the ersons starring
in the concert. The Natlonal CounC|I of American-Soviet

Friendship Hzeen designated pursuant to Executive Order 10450
oo éﬁ@% e r1§60ThdLeade|aweekI§
E??Bn dsigne @E%ﬁ ﬂe%ge%na&at on
. late(
i E@fﬁ'&nﬁ% @%%ﬁe

ockholn Peace Petition was Cited Gymmunist, the
Congressional Committeeon Un~Aaer|canAct|V|t|es in  a statement

5UERdsgtly, 13, 1950. &#39;
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central filesf thd-Bl revenb pertin:-":.&#39;;
cZerc,;s;to;~8ai80; concerning the Marlboro Vermont Cl=:cE:e;,&#39;;;~;
and lhe ™ finger;;:;;181;;=.-L 18#39;-_
of tzie .le::.2l1ca ion Division dhe 1:L;-1;..¢...no 2-zrrest 01:-3;: ide:;ti- '
fiable witil upon bacl~;greun«:3 |n|ozxnat|o-ﬁ39?92

0 _Att2 .cheeparate niemoranda reg:>.rdi:1_tfeol~=.~: |
Joffrey Ball8t Company, Mitch Miller Men&#8¥erus andthe foIIowmgA-

individuals.
2L

=

A copy ofthls communication has not been*s;"..t to™

“tﬁe e(%glee%eﬁal- -i=~. Tibtter of. ransmlttal ma de\?lessme,g &#39;;....
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Februaryl19, 1968

| N ELLINGFBOMN.&#39;1/?71

&#38ummer memoranduoontainingnformation
from our tiles regai-din ca tlonednd|V|dualwasfurn|shedto the
WhiteHouseon May26 Vv p

W Since that time, information Hzeen réceived

bandleadeDukeEIIlngtonwouldappear -witllamesForman, Student
Non-Violent CoordinatingCommittee, on a program s’@pnsored the &#39;
UnitedMinisters dhe TexasSoutherrUmversﬂycampusn October,
1966. Forman wasto speakdhe theme, "Black Power: New

Religion?" -~

Thefingerprint files dhe IdentificationDivisionof
the_F_Eodntainno arrest datajdethtifiable Dike Ellingtonbased A

upon background mformatlon submltted in connection with th|s name
checkequest.

iii92NFoRI\/IA1920NCC
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%2 a#39; response to your rcdmaek request refer to a
summary lenorandun captioned "Duke Elling g 32, -
10b4 " Sent 10 8118130 CU/GRIB.IEh30, 196 ] Q0 434443, 3!
Sirate tine, information has been  received that
— - bandleader Duke Ellington would appear vith  Jaonean,
B Student Ron-Violent Coordinating Connittee, on @rogram &#39; &#39;
fint] sponsored by the United Ministers on the Texas Bouthern University
"@39 <&#39,v campus iQctober, Fa@6nan was to  speak ttreeme,
2 . Y8l'9¥aP°Ver= 1R39181°"?" _00-434443-4!
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FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATIONSHEET

Page s! withheld entirely at this location in the le. One or moreof the following statements, where
indicated, explain  this deletion.

Deleted underexemption s! with no segregable
material available for release to you.

Information pertainedonly to ahird party withno reference toyou or the subject of your request.
Infonnation pertainednly todhird party. Yourname idisted in thetitlay.

Documents originatedwith another Government agency ies!. These documentwere referredio that
agency ies! foramgw  direct responsdo you.

Pages containnformation furnished by anotherGovernment agency ies!. You will be advisecy theFBI as
to theeleasabilitytbfs informatidollowing ogonsultation il othergency ies!.

Page s! withheld for the following reason s!:

Fozg\z?t?nzf aﬁari@ﬁ?@go/ﬂ ¢, , y,4!

The following number isto be used for reference regardingthese pages:
Iyv-&#39; AI3+/II»</J - EL I-

I
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

8 DELETHAGE S! §

X NODUPLICATION FEE X

XXXXXX XOR THIS PAGE X
XXXXXX XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

FBI/DOJ



3 92

0-7! Reg.71! <O "Fe
&#39:5&#39:; 1 | Sl
Mahr

§re%h9rP v

Callahan %
- — &#30;

Comad
- Dalbey~

G818 -E
Ponder |

Rosen

Tavel
&#H39:%- VValters
\B- Soyus

Tele. Room_ .

fg;i”-{_.&#gggum- 101

I@éﬁ?&@@@é@ Wﬁ%ﬁ%

&#39 1

| O- 21--UW217PEn |
ALLINFORMATION cowmméb
HEREENJNCLASSIFIED

UAIE.z:%BX:-:*-:-::-::00f:




