
. - 0 Y
&#39; . * ____ UM� A, _,.».-»--� §--rm kw»>-- -�92 ~A~~-* &#39; �~*~~ ~�* > �lid � """�~ " �_ * * "&#39; �_��� J� >a�&1£92.�f"�-AL� I� �M;.Q h I V� �Hi.�-�b � - _ �h� ~&#39; V� >

�.
32¢ . 1:

A,4-

..
*5
§:. &#39; H
.92 .

.._:7,._._.

�$1
~_ m.

3:,� ; .-.... ~.� _,

5.� �;-__=
. 4.-..;;92_.
;>»1-s*�>,=
1=~I.1:!-6-::*�

,, Q-;._
_-&#39;~»� "ifewe";
-i  -k _ _.
2.71�;
=..;&#39;»"5 "-
Al: ��.
,4 ;.<

-.¥:=:$¬e_av-

92- � �ax�,

-. K; - ~_._ - 92-
v�"7T"-? --L

§-.�»_
3?A :-

.§: I: �V� <1V .,_v__fL �
»;#.~<-f"»~
.1 ,_., , .
1 �.8�,&#39; 1-&#39;.&#39;

=  :
-.§;."-!,~�.. �J-&#39;_&#39;.&#39;=&#39;*

_::;�I>;;
-.��;- 1-&#39;-�-P

�> _
71 -1~-:§-:1.

.- 1&#39;5

,_,..

-_ la-1

_>-av

z-

1
iz _
Y�.

r

-1   &#39;0¢>_ &#39;3»

e X  i

I 92 I

._ .- v-»¢ »- .

ivési
ed |�re�s1ed

�Desi Arnaz, 42, television
,-roducer, 1000 Roxbuzy Dr j
everllylr Hills, wag arrest *
in o ywood eary,3&#39;ester-"
daylzan a drunk "charge and
was released an hour later
 ter he posted $21
" en interogated by Lt. R.
. Jack§0_n,11e deuieddrink;
~| - ~ ".1 ,;,".~ ,1�; 1:  :1.--.» ..,.&#39;-...
e>�_There iwa&#39;s some dl�cul �
-- taking him-in charge, He
fas stopped byvice squad
o�cers qtaked out&#39;on &#39;anoth-�
er matter and he refused to
recognize _the_m as police.
§w;l»= "11" i1!.e_P.<>11=@,_¢.==1;�
~-- s called f1_zp.._""_;§ *1�
. �At the station, the TV pro-.

_ucer was asked if he wants
*-v tomakea&#39;ca11.Heto1d�the&#39;

dgar Hoover and I er §
ri� Eugene Biscail . He

-- . : dogdered to appear D i P
vision &#39;58_ of Municipal _ ur£

g� cers he wanted to &#39; one
ti
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be -{:an-aigned~~&#39;- in -Lincoln
officers say =ne staged in�

Tne 42-yea:-old actor-pro
ducer �was booked at Holly-,
1w0od_dlvlsion,on a common;
ldrunkjcomplalnt after -an
�argument with; the plains-E
clotizesmen 9.1-�who �reported;
they 8�W�_|J��l�l Weaving down�
Vlsi.a&#39;{st. in geqjsweater And�
Era!:   i
i Acco!�-dingV&#39;i9�lLi.»ll.. A.~Jack-;
son, night Watch �commander;
at the Hollywood station, the
officers were denounced hyj

i the ATV executive in offensive
language when -they offered

�bin:  3.  5-_.1,,;:e  -» r;�_&#39;¢�,i -&#39; w

i4 Two gné�ozmecuyfacimcllled �.~$:en_ e &#39;5
chauffeur, . _nearb_y,-
convinced - Ignaz -the plain;
Iclbthcsrnen were also Pvlioemen &#39; and he accompanied
ythem to the station where he
lawns released in $21 cash ball�
after spending a__ha1f hour. in;

�»=. ==u- -. ~ 7  "
W Jackson said at one inf.
in e squabble with an vice
luv stigators, Amaz an uted
�I at n-lends who can BB3:
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Helghig-&#39;Munlcipal court us;
day_to»exp1a_in the lmpromp;
tu street vice squad
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750 NORTH GOWER STREET &#39; HOLLYWOOD -35 **l�¥&#39;CALQFORNl
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ARNAZ y

PIIIIDINT

92Q

W

. Belmont
- 8 - .

. Mc9uiY
Mr. Mchr ,-.
Mr. Parsons

Mr. Rosen-
Mr. Tamm-
Mr. Trotter

Mr. W.C_Su1

Tele. Room.
Mr. Hollomz

Miss Gandy,

October 3, 1959

Dear Edgar, _

Enclosed under same cover is a fina1_§g;1p; of
a show entitled PKE,� which will be shown on the
Westinghouse-De lu Playhouse.

Needless to say, we have made every effort to be
authentic in our depiction of the Lepke surrender.
Also, to portray the law enforcement agencies involved
with the proper degree of dignity.

We particular1y;hope that we have_used your name in
a manner which is acceptable to you and will be most
grateful for any suggestions or criticisms you would
like to make. » - -

Unfortunately, due to the exigencies of television,
this is a belated submission since the show begins
photography on Friday, October 16.~ We do hope that
you like the script and that you will convey your
reactions to us assoon as possible;

Sincerely, &#39;

 �;~_� &#39; � . .Mr} J; Edgar Hoover &#39; 1{ 1r�gfederal Bureau of Investigatié%;;;§tai  rnaz! &#39;
_ United States Department of J tice

Washington Z5, D, C. i_ t �£Q,4Z
&#39; ".1 .» _"&#39; - ii . _ � » U,
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W»! we . Mr. nermon/g *&#39;  b &#39; % _ we October 7, 1959 ..
&#39;"°"*�=MA.J011§,/ ». r = it

.¢     Q"�"" Tamm_____. 1 PESILU P1-AYHOUSE TELEVISION snow = i n  IfEf".&#39;..:.1:.:.*:
BACKGROUND? ._..;__   ,_.  4. . .__ , . .4 Hllo ___

$
. �  _ Byletter of October 3, 1959, Desplkrnaz, President ol,�§_i_lu_ ,
Productions Inc., sent the Director a copy oi the script for "Lepke;&#39; a Desilu

_yEouse�fezIevision feature which his company plans to begin photographing _ "
on October 16, 1959. ca/FF� - . _ _

A �  . Arnaz expresses the hope that the Director will like the script l
- and will convey his reaction to Arnaz.� - &#39; &#39; »~ - V » ~

~ _ 1 � _ ,-»_ _&#39; _� >

REVIEWOFSCRIPT: e »     .-   * &#39;

&#39; of waswrittenbyAdr&#39;_ es
The script prominently features� 1-

Winchell who acts as The last days of Lepke&#39;s freedom are 1
portrayed and show the brutal manner in which he directed "Murder Incorporated."
Lepke&#39;_s_ contempt for other people&#39;s lives is strikingly conveyed through scenes - � ��showing gangland murders ordered by him. His cruelty toward not only his enemies
but his own associates is depicted and his desertion by his criminal associates
transmitis the moral tone that crime does not pay. � _ .  .  _ _  �:1 1 _

. . -. . . ¢-< _.»_ ,  ~ _- � __ H , _ . __ _. , . , > _ . &#39;

_ -  > The Director is mentioned on 14 oi the script&#39;s 87 pages �and each ;..~,; L1 reference is favorable and respectful. The story relates that the Director is
» agreeable to the suggestion that Walter Winchell act as go-_-between in the_,Lepke¢
g surrender but that no strings are attached and no promises are madethat Lepke

will receive a light Federal sentence and not be turned over to the State of New York.
The person oi the Director is shownonly as a shadow in the car waiting for Lepke ~. to arrive. No words are spoken by the Director according to the script,�/q,  q ;~.

" &#39; Y f  = _  � - ..~= &#39;3  >2  � V   . 53,3  T
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�   �   �  ~-1"l�he script is aninteresiglngiorceiul one and treats the Director Q

the F vorably.  e  , ._ =    .~  ;_  :1"-...-.__.;g »-1 _,_.;
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need for maintaining an extremely close watch over motion picture and »
television productions in his area in order that the Bureau can be immediately
apprised of any activities which are undertaken to depict the Bureau in a
television series.
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_ I I � _ _ , _ and!-____
h _     ; ,Reprevious memoranda of same caption.    -1 "f  = �; ._ "

_ 1  ._  Thursday evening, October 22, 1959, over Television Station , g
WMAL  Channel 7!, 9:30 - 10:30 p. m. , the Desilu Series, �Y The Untouchables,"
produced "Ma Barker and Her Boys. " This program, as previously noted, _&#39;

_ features Elliott Ness  played by Robert Stack!, the deceased Treasury Enforce-
~ _ ment Agent, as leading a group of Federal, state and local law enforcement . 1 n

officers in the investigation and machine gum--hand grenade filled apprehension
h  of Ma Barker  played by Claire Trevor! in a Florida cabin. The bulk of the 1

programrdepicts the criminal activities of Ma Barker and her sons, Doc, Fred,
Lloyd and Herman, along with how she aids them in their �criminal careers.
" &#39; " � T " Ness and his associates were generally referred to as Federal _
Agents although on one occasion he is described by Ma� Barker as a "G-Man�;

» and on another occasion Ness mentioned mi " FBI fugitive �y sheet. 1&#39; The -
&#39; impression is clearly conveyed that Ness is an FBI Agent. &#39; E�; . ~, p

_ a  "  .Ma Barker and her son are y portrayed  anfimisytl 3 lmpa  It
manner and law enforcement is trea fairly. Ma is shown, however, sho and

"_ apparently killed by raiding Fede Agents as she sits in a parlor chair ten-- "
ingto a phonograph record o e hymn, "Rock of Ages. "  ~-

. v _ �vi ~ .. .

*3�   7.  Y Walter éhell contributed considerablelnarration _ it J� F
� production, describ apprehending Federal Agents as "Elliott Ness/. raiding . .

party_n,&#39; *  I .�  . ;;=.&#39;,. �V _ u y
B V _ ~ ~ . brief disclaimer was voiced at theivery end of the program  &#39;-

- after the co ercial and preview of the next show.�  The next production will I .-
._ _&#39; deal with murders.! The disclaimer pointed out that while the FBI was 1-Y -
»- not portrayed in this production, the FBI had a principal responsibility in the i  f _
- A Barker case and wasresponsible f_0I�jLh6 investigation and solution of s case.
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" � _ &#39; - The Crime Research Section will continue tolmonitor this �

series to determine if any future misrepresentations of Bureau cases are -
perpetrated. s s � _ _ . 1: A

RECOMMENDATION: . 1 1  1 � M
._ __ t �_ .

None. For information.
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s1~¢i1E£¢�s��¢¢=;¢m�1§;¢EE5: OAS!-ISEARE our. rm: own PROBLEM conczaus ma: .
om: sroiav 0&4 MABARKER TO at im.sv1s£n_u1car or octoszn wsurv--.-._&#39;

TWO THE FILMS FOR UHICK RAVE BEEN SHIPPED AFTER REMOVAL OF FBI < .
»» Mantras.� m:s1 ADVISED rkislwonx Anom: BY;KEEP&#39;ING THEIR 1.53 OPEN

" &#39; p 92&#39; � - �_ ">

MAJOR PORTION OF NIGHT OCTOBER SEVENTEEN. ASL PER �TEL CALLS � _

DESI  ASST, DIRECTOR DE LOACH THE DISCLAIMER BEING PRODUCED ON
FILM TODAY ANDECAN RI-ZACH. BROADCASTER mm: 01-" snowmc. UTIME_�_ELEMEN

wiLL PERMIT APART or n1sc1.A&#39;1m:R AS �1-"ou.ows .ese::"n£s1Lu PRODUCTION
.. : - - _ 0 _&n_ __

VISHES_TQ POINT� OUT THAT�&#39;_l&#39;HE FBI ALTHOUGH NOT BEING FEATURED IN �
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" October 20, 1959 ,  ____

K1-.&#39;J, Edgar Hoover, �Director, _
Federal Bureen of Investigation j _,,/ .
Washingtm, D. C.

near Edgar: &#39; J &#39; ,..-

Th�nk you very much _£or the kind note oi� October lhth and the enclosed
article, "Communist Illusim and Democratic Reality". &#39; I have read it
with a great deal ct interest and,as is always the case after reading
some of your writings and utterances, I find myself approaching this
most serious questim better armed with informaticn and knowledge and
better equipped with a basic reasonable approach which met be accepted
before the final solution to these problem can prevail.

I was also quite disturbed last week to find thatthere was a situation
here at Desiln which had inadvertently come about, which caused some
concern on the part of the Bureau representatives. We have had one "

sting so far and are planning another meeting for 11:30 today which
I em sure will eliminate any cause for concern on the part of your
rest organization. Webb Bxrlce, the new S_.A.C. of the L08 Lngeles�
ffice, is coming out to meet with Desi and I an sure that all the�
ifferences will be ironed out very quickly and to the satisfaction of

all concerned. _

It is shocking to new otus to see some of the i�ornerlywell known and
active Communists coming back into circulaticn in the picture industry
and also to watch the behaviorof certadn producers in apparently trying

_
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» _to the ones in FBI cases, would be used, neither would the same set of facts be used

.1

.ornaunInu|n.ll l _- &#39; &#39;  J� F" 1 &#39;

_&#39; Oj�ce Memo./zmdum - UNITED s: ES GOVERNMENT
&#39;11, , , Mr, Tolson - Mn, October 19, 1959

&#39;  - H -4  - Tlson

non ; C. D. DQLOBCII  � &#39;  - �f§:."ih___
� _ 3 _,, "� " llcGul:o...i&#39;  . »~ ~_. ... .-, L.

" ~&#39; � . 1&#39; ~&#39; >~ .. = � . � -. . � . �4~ &#39;_ . V ~. .-..._., . . ..92. I =1. _._ _ ,. _¢
.&#39; � ._ ._ 4 -> . , - . � _ lloht __i_

&#39; - - - Parsons. l i &#39;Rolon_____-__
swoon g _"THE UNTOUCI-IABLES" -  , ~ i , i.,,,,,,,
- _ -.  TELEVISION PROGRAM  - ._ . r 3-en!-�E H
 ~.~   PRODUCED BY nEsn.u  _;.  ~ u  _  4 up >- H§�;m...°;
. &#39; v ".. 1    »  � &#39; ""    _ � � &#39;coniv.;_
. I called Desi Arnaz this afternoon relative to the captioned . 4

matter. He was told flatly that although we appreciated his friendship and
cooperation in the past, the Director wanted him to positively understand that we would

&#39;/ | refuse to allow usur tion of the FBI cases or perversion of FBI history as _ V
of "_Th&#39;e Untouchables,"-had planned. I told Arnaz that &#39;

the Director was certain he did not want Desilu Productions to be a party oi fraudulent
presentations. . It was mentioned that "The Untouchables" would certainly be placed in
that category if Desilu Productions carried out their planning as indicated. �_ _

. Q A - _ s 4 The point was specifically aide that the name of the FBI was not to be .
used in any manner whatsoever. He was also told that there was another subject that
we wished to discuss, that being the absolute necessity of oa disclaimer" at the beginning
and end of Thursday night&#39;s program regarding Ma Barker. He agreed to this without
any equivocation. � - _, _» _ "

_ , _ ~ .

E i . d Mr. Arnaz stated he desired to expresshis appreciation to the Director
for the courteous way in which the FBI had handled this matter. He mentioned he was
shocked when he discovered that  invaded the FBI�:
cases. _He stated he would appreciate the Director being advised that he  Arnaa! and
Lucy, his wife, had been so busy handling their owntelevision program that little time
had been left to supei-vise_"The Untouchables. " He stated for this reasonihe had no� ~

inkling of �4§tions until sac Burke called upon him Friday, I0-16-459.
.  _ _ _ ,.. ~ ~ _ v 1

» i Mr. Arnaz indicated that under no circumstances would he tolerate
or allow invasion of the FBI&#39;s cases. He mentioned that instructions would be issued
immediately to have �change_his entire planning. He stated no names, similar

under any circumstances. He advised that the cases they would use would be  Y  �
completely fictionalized and would not be m�erEq% I&#39;s cases. �He-added,�
thathe was to have lunch on Tuesday, .10-&#39;20-59, wr urke and that he would �
t the abo..ve_lp17p¥n1ses to  I  :"-*P;�   l V._ t . . . . . _   o. . . ,   All

1 - Mr. T018011  H  I &#39; �  �Q �L j �u H�   �";~i

1 - Mr. Jones . M ii EX-133&#39; �° "°VcéN?é�;IuEs NEXT PA ...~
I I  &#39;�">�~/I � L   :   &#39; .
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� Re: The Untouchables �

- . Television Program
&#39; Produced by Desilu . I

. - . .1 ~ . &#39;

&#39;. , �.1 � &#39;. » &#39;v . ~ --

"&#39;� " - Aitertalkingwith Mr. Arnaz, Ical1ed8AC Burkeandtoldhimoi
~ . the conversation with Arnaz. Burke was instructed to.io1low the same line oi

reasoning and to be completely firm in any conversation whatsoever. I dictated A
the disclaimer which was setiorthhin my memornadum 10-17-59 and told Burke  &#39;
to insist that either this disclaimer be used or one very similar. He was told
under no circumstances should it appear that the FBI had sanctioned the Ma
Barker production by Desilu, or any other production. Burke was told to send
Hus a teletype immediately iollowing his luncheon date withArnaz. v A » &#39;

. stated there was no doub�éiat Desilu Productions was attempting to take advantage
oi what publicity was ven "The FBI Story " In the event there is any invasionoi FBI cases, $5-nd Warner Brotherswill do everything within their &#39;

.powertostopthis_.< -pt» _ _.-.  .. »  _-A _- _
"&#39; &#39; &#39; >&#39; &#39;1 >.

I _  TV network, -will he contacted
tomorrow, - - re ve to anoificial protest in this matter. A ; _ � - -

We will iollowthis matter closely 1--�&#39;

an .
I _.

y k _, �nu -e _;_r.~>f92~"4.?.»"�1.$92J�{ ~ � ?- » tr �Eek �it *5 "�~��&#39;;i*?~*£"�&

0

- V ..». -5 ,92_ ¢�

. v t

- ~ :1  &#39; �"W11-2;.v~_.L+i"<2i  . ~� a.

~y _ Aiter talking with SAC Burke 1 called =
A Warner others, and advised him out the above facts.

92,
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&#39;50 s, i  TOLSON s 1 h  ~ ~ m92rs= October 21, 19s9_
� � Tolson _i_,,°,.&#39;,. C..D.DEI_.,OACH{ 5 < &#39; &#39; §Z§é&#39;.?&#39;;.&#39;;�..:

» - - ~ - Nob: ____

�Parsons _._.._
Roan_-ww-r=  towns UNTOUCHABLES" ..  Q  5/ ~�,...,,��-F  s   t  " TELEVISION PROGRAM  ~ s y

a  - rnonucsnsrnssxnu  -F a 1 e - �   H3; M;
.,, _  .. .  . ,_Gmy___

� &#39; Desi Arnaz called from _Los Angeles, California, 8:80 PM, � .. _,
October 20. He stated that SAC Burke of our Los Angeles Office was with him.
Arnaz then read me a memorandum which he had just dictated and which speci�cally
instructed all units of Desilu Productions that the FBI&#39;s name was not to be used
under any circumstances at any time without first notifying him of the intentions
of such usage and then obtaining complete clearance from either the Los Angeles -.
FBI Office or FBI Headquarters in Washington. The memorandum also included
that the. unit supervising "The Untouchables" was under no circumstances whatsoever
to use any cases which rightfully belong to FBI history or in which the FBI has &#39; &#39;
participated- - . < » � . . . &#39; &#39; _ � -

&#39; � Mr. Arnaz asked me to assure the Director that he sincerely I  ~
regretted this incident and that it was simply a matter of -him not keeping in personal
touch with all units of Desilu Productions. .. . _- _ � &#39; - A -. .-

.92 _ ._ I .

Arnaz stated that the Thursday night show, October 22, concerning -_ &#39;
Ma Barker unfortunately cannot be cancelled; however, all TV stations are being
requested by Desilu Productions to put this disclaimer -in at the end of the show. -
"Desilu Productions wishes to point out that the FBI, although not being featured
in tonight&#39;s program, had the principal jurisdictional responsibility of the Barker
case and is solely responsible for the handling and eventual solution of this case. " &#39; e
I told Mr. Arnaz that I felt certain the Director would have no objections to this , .
phraseology.  It closely follows ours with the exception that it does not mention
Elliot Ness by name and the fact that he had nothing to do with the Barker case.! _.

xt came on the phone and also extended apologies . _
He stated that he was certainly glad the matter had been worked out to the satisfaction
of the FBI and that he would bend oyer backwarcb not to displease the Director;   j:ff&#39;i.

- �F; �  The Ma Barker program Thu_rsdayE§g% w§lY§&#39;eEmonitored. . I have
instructed SAC Burke to follow this matter mcstclosely to make certain there is no
slip-up in the instructions issued by Arnaz in -connection with future prog of � �

"rug,    "
&#39; » A 3 . &#39; O U &#39;  4 �.&#39; I; V  I.-1.<=~..>~1-. =~-..éi~.<,�» .- <1§;¥ *1;   -&#39;1 - M;-_ TQ]5&<£l�~r 92  _ ,

9 1T t .31 7  Jones _
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uArkansas. Little Rock advised that a preview of this program gave brief glimpses
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&#39; Tole V

on .._._,_
Belmont
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1:33» ___
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_ _ Housman:

_  _  Y - l-, &#39;- &#39; >.;   - , &#39; - ~ _ Gundy.___-� _

" ~ &#39;1  I &#39; � In December, 1958, Desi Arnaz advised you by telegram that . D �
W Desilu contemplated dramatizing the book "The Untouchables" by the late Elliot Ness.

He asked permission to use, in dramatic reference, the name of the FBI in the story
but not in the title. . By letter dated January 5, 1959, -the Director advised Arnaz
that "The Untouchables" describes the activities of prohibition investigators and not �
of Special Agents of the FBI-. The Director&#39;s letter pointed out the undesirability o
of using the name of the FBI in the dramatization. We have been approached three
times since then by Arnaz or Desilu Productions to use the FBI&#39;s name in a TV
series. Theserequests were turned down. By letter dated October 7, 1959, we gave
Arnaz permission to use the Director&#39;s name in a playhouse feature entitled _ A
"Lepke," inasmuch as this is an excellent program which will he narrated by �-
Walterwinchell.  F n A J  »-~ &#39; -,   - ~.»
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� In 1958, Desilu Productions produced the above-mentioned - ».
spectacular called "The Untouchables. " It was presented in a two-part program, had
very high ratings, and this year is back as a regular one-hour series based on the�same format of Elliot Ness and the Treasury Department vs.� the beer barons and
hoodlums of the 1920s and 1930s. &#39;  4 a

The first program of "The Untouchables" was monitored by us on _
October 15, 1959. _ It dealt with the struggle for power by A1 Capone&#39;s old associates
in taking over the gang following Capone&#39;s imprisonment._ The FBI was in no way

&#39; mentioned. A - g» .e
- &#39; .- " .

0 <<

On October 15, 1959, we received a radiogram from the Little Rock&#39; i
Office advising that the October 22, 1959, pr m of "The Untouchables" will deal �specifically with Ma Barker and her gang. �F Li�ttle Rock had requested
the SAC for any data concerning activities h the Barkers might have carried on in

of the growth,j development and demise of the Barker gang. There wasa; scene A &#39; . &#39;
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_ showing Elliot Ness, the old prohibition agent who was formerly aigolice officer in � 3
Cleveland, Ohio, firing from hind a tree and  acabin  Florida;
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�if "The Untouchables" dealt with the Barker case October 22, 1959, it must ,
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Memo Delloachto Tolson  -  * ~  -- » , i_ =i-"�&#39;*"gl0-17-59

i &#39; ~ f My memorandumto you oozed October 16, 1959, reflected that

necessarily deal with the FBI in order to be historically accurate in that we were
the primary Federal Agencyinvolved in handling this case. We have had no prior
information from Desilu or any other source that "The.Untouchables" would start
involving the FBI as would appear to be the case in this instance. It was, therefore,
recommended, approval given by the Director, to have the SAC�, Los Angeles &#39; i ~
contact Desilu and ascertain if the FBI is to be depicted in the scheduled program _
of October 22, 1959, and, if so, why Desilu did not have the courtesy to contact _
us regarding this matter. The SAC� was told that if the FBI is not to be depicted
in "The Untouchables, " dealing with the Barkers, then the program would ~ ~  _
necessarily be historically inaccurate and give the public the impression that the �
Treasury Department handled this major case. " _ &#39; &#39;

~ * _ �SAC Burke, Los Angeles, called me at home at 10PM, Friday92
night, October 16.  The attached teletype is inconfirmation of this call.! SAC Burke
and a Special Agent, upon eceipt of our instructions, as mentioned above, contactedDesilu Productions.  f "The;_1Jntouch_g._b_Ies"
admitted that their sche e o r , , program would bewentitled "Ma Barke
and her Boys. " He further admitted that the FBI was mentioned in the opening p *
narration which is to be done by Walter Winchell. The FBI is to be mentioned in
this manner--"On January 16, I935, there took place one of the most incredible *
episodes in the annals oi American crime. . .It began at 7 o&#39;clock on an warm,

joined with the FBI, state troopers and local police in a surprise visit to a quiet -
resort colony near the town of Oklawaha. . .What followed made front page headlines
all over the world. . .  told Burke the program does not identify Elliot Nes
and his special agents as being connected with the Treasury Department but refers
to then only as Federal Agentsgdmitted tint most people will probably
consider Ness andhis agents as FBI Agents. &#39; _ V. , _  . _  x < ,

sunny Florida morning. In a combined operation, Elliot Ness and his special agents

&#39; 1&#39; sac Burke to1d_that the opening narration differentiates

completely unfactual and credits other agencies with work doneby the FBI. SAC &#39;
Burke addediit is bade " "hto do something like thisandworse tohave the FBI A
in the supportingirole. gold SAC Burke that he realizes he has made a &#39;
rrible error and that he would remove the words "the FBI" from the opening� A � &#39;

narration. He stated that in this manner the Federal Agents jwould not be identified
in any manner other than the audience&#39;s recollection from the original programs -
in 1958 which identified these men as Treasury Agents�;  ¥:

Lbetween Ness, his agents, and the FBI. ?He i=o1d_h�t the script was i V 2 _ A
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M6�m0rD6,L08Ch to Tolson __ " _- 10-1&#39;7-59

� aske
��admitted to SAC Burke that

_ who is known to you and the Director and who is

lgesilu, to clear his handling oi__
stated that since,/ % heard nothing to the contrary irom
tint sanction had been obtained.

with the

assumed

_ SAC Burke questionednbout the possibility oi notdiowing ,
the Ma Barker case. _told&#39; him that the American Broadcasting Company -
TV network had purchased "The Untouchables" for one year and that the Ma Barker
case had been widely publicized for showing next Thursday, October 22, 1959. ~ .

�Inch a satement would indicate FBI sanction. Arnaz then stated that he would have
any statement made, or omissions made, according to the desires oi the FBI. , , �

�stated that considering contractual arrangements; he doubted if any
substitution could be made. SAC Burke questioned  to the programs in the
future. �bad intended doing the John Dillinger, Dutch Schultz,
Pretty Boy Floyd and Baby Face Nelson stories. � SAC� Burke then stated that the
FBIwas most unhappy with his usage of the Ma Barker case and that certainly
the FBI would not tolerate further invasion by depiction of these cases

� - SAC Burke next held a conference with �and Desi Arnaz. - �
Arnaz admitted that he had not followed "The Untouchables" personally and that
he now realizes "a terrible goof" has been made. Arnaz stated his personal
esteem for the Director was suchtlnt he woulddo znothing intentionally to hurt the
FBI. He claimed that he desires to make whatever amends possible.� Arnaz stated
he was willing to have the announcer at the end oi the Ma Barker program, October2I
siate&#39;we would like to thank the FBI for allowing "The Untouchables� to portray -
the part played by the FBI in the real Ma Barker case.� SAC Burke told Arnaz that

~ . .� _ H _�  A _ _ , .v . .. _ . . -

-   e broughtup thewbiectioi futur�
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Memo DeLoach to �Iiolson - &#39; &#39; I0-1&#39;7-59

will not be treated and that fictionalized stories would be substituted-if the FBI

after the Capone case.  This, of course, is not true.! Arnaz asked SAC Burke
if in future programs could Elliot Ness and his men be established as FBI Agents.

I �desires. Arnaz then stated he was of the opinion that Elliot Ness joined the FBI6 I SAC Burke then told Arnaz this would haveto be a decision made in Washington.

H

SAC Burke made arrangements. with Arnaz for another conference on Tuesday, _�
ocwber 0. 59   o -     c &#39;. , &#39;
> _. .&#39; p ... - &#39;. ext:  _. &#39; � -- ,_ Upo aving£w1d SAC Burke that depiction of Federal

Agents on the "Ma _ er case" would be favorable to any agency. He offered
a screening of this program to allow criticism; however, at the same time pointed
out that the time element would preclude much change in his program. I-Ie stated g
tint the script was available ifthe FBI so desired to have it.

1 -5&#39; -

&#39; I instructed SAC Burke to send in a summary teletype and told him
to take no iirther action until he heard from us. &#39;

92- &#39;--e"-_ » -. . &#39; .- �OBSERVATIO_N&#39;S:�  -� I &#39; o_ V V " I I
, - . _ .

7 u " 7 &#39; The above-mentioned cases are in the public domain. -t Desilu &#39;
Productions, however, has highly advertised these programs as being absolutely
factual. To the contrary, this is a false sta.tement which misleads the public.

» I Desilu»Productions, despite the overtures of friendship, is &#39;
apparently attempting to take advantage of the prominence of "The FBI Story. " .&#39; _
 Above cases with the exception of the Dutch Schultz case used therein.! These
programs are absolutely false in.that Ness and his agents ind nothing to do with .
these cases. - . . _ . - -

I The forthcoming program regarding Ma Barker  scheduled for
Thursday, October 22, 1959,! of course, cannot be cancelled at this date. It is
strongly believed, however, that we should insist on a disclaimer at the beginning
and at the end of this program. Something of this nature could be "logically stated.
"Desilu Productions wishes to point out thatthe FBI, although not being featured  ~
in tonight&#39;s program, had the principle jurisdictional responsibility oi the Barker
case and is solely responsible for the handling and eventual solution of this case.
Elliot Ness and the Treasury Agents featuréin tonight&#39;s episode ma nothing ,  c,
Wh3t5°3V¬I&#39; to d0  case."  - A_ V� - &#39; &#39; - , 1.2:,  -,.?__-l  &#39;,  &#39;
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.~ Memo&#39;DeLoach Io Tolson  _ A _ 2 _  1. 10-17-59 V

- �

&#39; �It is believed that Arnaz will allow the above disclaimer, or-one
similar to this. We should not imder any circumstances permit -a disclaimer ,_
which would indicate sanction of this program; � - = &#39; i V" &#39; �

V . In so tar as the remaining programs are concerned  Dillinger, _
Baby Face Nelson, etc.! it is recommended that Desi Arnaz be pointedly &#39;
advised that we must insist that such programs not be shown. He should be told
that thechanging oi names of principal subjects, the usage of disclaimers, are

~ oi little or no? substance. &#39; It should be emphatically mentioned that use at these
cases depicting solution by Elliot Ness and his agents represents shoddy -
representation of the facts and ct our past relationship with Desilu Productions.

_~~ &#39; �nnnu���,�-�,, 92_> __...r,.i  *,_ _____

<

B-�1°°M1*&#39;11&#39;11iD¢�s&#39;1TIQN$#,g»V* "   V m
p > __ F. . _ .

~ �! It is recommended that I be allowed to call Desi Arnaz and _
discuss the above-mentioned steps, advising primarily that ii Desilu Productions
persist"in using such material, we will deeply resent this perversion of FBI histo
Ii Arnaz otters to "compromise by using the FBI� s name, he will be told that we- � will not allow this under any circumstances. &#39; � -  Z
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V i &#39; ~ � �! You or the Director may desire to advise Walter Winchell
inasmuch as he is scheduled to narrate the Ma Barker program, has narrated
other programs, and is undoubtedly scheduled to narrate programs in the iuture._

�o 7¬ _ _ . .

" » �! in no satisfaction is obtained from _ and Desilu Productions,
we should give consideration to con�dentially advisin

American Broadcasting lietwgrjs regarding this mattegsho
b  netwdrli is being placed in the zmtenahle position of
showing so-called "iactual programs, " When, in fact, the programs are absolutely
false and misleading. He should be advised that we feel certain that he would not
want this stigma against the ABC Network, particularly when the public is raising
a hue and cry at this time against other networks for ialseness  quiz programs!.
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_  PRODUCEDBYDESILU _. t  . , p Mm___

~ - " g Last television season Desilu Productio produced a two-part .
spectacular called "The Untouchables, " starring Rober tack. This program A
concerned the activities of Elliot Ness, &#39;a deceased Tre Enforcement Agent, � &#39;
and his efforts in breaking up the Al Capone gang in Chicago. This two-part program

W.C. Sullivan _
Tole. Room -__

the same format_of Elliot Ness and the Treasury Department vs. the beer barons of .e �
the 1920&#39;s and 1980&#39;s. e  A. , �  - &#39;  . » &#39; =

. Ah�

�had very high ratings and this year it is back as a regular one-hour series based on &#39;

cunnsm DEVELOPMENTS: ~ l �   � T  � 1- _,,.s/""*-in
- = R l r ~  The �rst program of this series was seen in Washingfon&#39;last~night and

dealt with the �struggle for power by Capone&#39;s old associates in taking over the gang
following Capone&#39;s imprisonment. The FBI was in no wayimentione . Last night we
received a radiogram from Little Rock stating that next Thursday&#39;s "The Untouchables"
program will deal with Ma Barker and her gang. The reason for the radiogram was
that the television station in Little Rock carrying this program wanted to give it some
local promotion and asked the SAC for any data concerning activities which the Barkers
might have carried on in Arkansas. The brief preview of next week&#39;s program on
"The Untouchables" series gave brief glimpses of the growth, development and demise

and killing Ma Barker in a cabin in Florida. It is obvious that the Bureau will be .; ,_
involved in this program. V &#39; I I * &#39;

lof the Barker gang and there was a scene showing Elliot Ness firing from behind a tree

__ The important consideration here is that if "The Untouchables" will by A
deal with the Barker case next week, it must necessarily deal with the FBI inorder i"
to be historicall accurate in that &#39;y I we were the prima cy involved in .~handling this case. We had no prior knowledge frommm mer source that t &#39;-
"The Untouchables" would start involvingth§E8_Bf5as_ would appear to,be th �case in this
Emlo e,§P.�"".7  "A
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Deboacli to Tolson memorandum

RECOMMENDATIONS:~ n &#39; > &#39; �

- - � " 1. It is recommended that the attached teletype be sent the Los Angeles
office asking them to contact Desilu and ascertain if the FBI is to be depicted in "
the forthcoming program concerning Ma Barker and her sons and, if so, why Desilu
did not have the courtesy to contact us regarding this depiction of our efforts. If the
FBI is not to be depicted in "The Untouchables" program dealing with the Barkers then
the program will necessarily be historically inaccurate and give the public the _&#39; "
impression that the Treasury Department handled this major case�! &#39;

L      ""*;><~
&#39; . 2. It is recommended that the attached radiogram be sent Little Rock &#39;

advising themto tell the local television station that Alvin Karpis, a prominent figure
in the Barker gang, was active in the Hot Springs, Arkansas, area, and that the
SAC should refer to the portions of "The FBI Story" dealing with the Barker-Karpis .r
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Belmont.w.;c. Sullivan W3�. . I 1 &#39;1 3Z¬S§&#39;;*�E"_._ _.!lOM ¬

_-_  _&#39; Q l|<=hr.____
-  - -e P - -&#39;,;.,~,;" 3 � &#39;  -A 4 #1 ~~ - _ . _. _, _ ._.  . ,  vPuuom___
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I Trottu-____

PRODUCEIJB Esmu f/Paomar/M:  % i  l:5&#39;;�§§;i".;°1

~ A Reference is made to the attached memoranda of Mr. DeLoach to �V
Mr. Tolson, dated October 16, 17, 19, 21,1959, and captioned as above. &#39;

FBICases1nvaded -  ~ &#39; � w ~ - _:

� L I The above-referencedmemoranda all refer to usurpation of FBI
cases or perversion of FBI history by the executive producer of the television
series, "The Untouchables. " Particularly was this noted to be the case in the _
October 22, 1959, presentation of the shooting of Ma Barker by agents of the
It-easurybepartment. ~., _» _  _ y.   ~. _  I

False Advertisi_1f_.&#39; _ _ y, . ,  .-, ~ _ ,f_

Inasmuch as these memoranda all stress the fact that Eliot Ness, »
the protagonist of the series, was never a member oi the FBI, I thought you &#39; _
would be interested in the attached page from the current issue of the TV Guide _
 page A-81! which describes "The Untouchab1es"as "the true story of FBI man, _�
Eliot Hess� savage war on the notorious mobsters Al Capone leftbehmd. " Next [I
week&#39;s edition oi the TV Guide has been observed to carry the same advertisement.

~ ltECOMMENDA&#39;l�iONS: 9- . - c »- ~ < r  9- .1 3

. "_ ,1. vForthe.informationoitheD1rector.v. ~
- �;~ ¥ -  �I;  thisjnemorandumbe forwarded to Mr. Delioachlor any

 _ he may desire to take with lfgspect to the unaitthorized anriinaccura use ;. e of ename rm.    a" ~ , ~ ~ 9  fgq
£Nr SUB E   �go  1  1�?-.92 », CLO -  ll -&#39;:¬~°?�7»&#39; .-,  A  A   �.�§?5&#39;-15:1.� . &#39;1 &#39; I .-"Ii",
as �g: . km 19910? % 1 51;.i�tmbea �!  &#39;If,�""�~�� *  &#39; " &#39; 3-� 7 it   1

&#39;��1,yecti0n tickler _;;,.»,,,,,,,-,.: "I -~ 1 �I1  1  , Q  Q "V
1&#39; 1 ;John E. Mcliale, Jr.   .15� ,7 �

__ � �P 31;, .. I V 5 &#39;  f&#39;;�:"?j  1
� ,]s _ a 7 W � t I1- ML §§§m°�* M   �  C V &#39;

- Mr. son - � ~_»_.� _ A
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A 9 I Q �Captioned program featured Thursday evening, October 29, 1959, ,
|over WMAL-TV, a �ctionalized account of George "Bugs" Moran whose gang, _
you will recall, was eradicated by the Al Capone mob in the "St. Valentine&#39;s Day &#39;
.massacre.~  , _ &#39;

Last night&#39;s episode depicted efforts by Moran, who was played by
� Lloyd Nolan, to muscle in on legitimate labor unions. 9 _ 9 . ._

&#39; &#39;  �The Untouchables," the special unit �headed by Elliott Nesyremained
p on the fringes of the activity portrayed in last night&#39;s production until shortly before
the conclusion of the program when Ness&#39;s assistant asked a businessman if his
trucks were engaged in interstate commerce, and learning they were, stated that&#39;s
all that&#39;s needed for the Elliott Ness group to move against Moran. A gimfire-.
filled raid then followed again�t Moran&#39;s hideout.�  �:- 7&#39; &#39; . "

» "  I f &#39; . Diuringnthe entire performance, which appeared generally listless, the
Elliott Ness group members frequently described themselves as "Federal Agents; "
Never was the Bureau or the FBI specifically mentioned. H _ " A h A _,

I- ~_~, - .9 &#39; &#39; - "-&#39;-&#39; .&#39;  &#39;. ~ " .&#39;* 2� &#39; 11 �_ 7- &#39;:

m � At the outset of the program, a brief announcement stated that the  _
story originally announced has been postponed until a later date, Walter Winchell wa
once again the narrator;;;»§_ ., ,.�,A._�.,V__<,_. .   _.-. ;_;..   , -   ,   . it ~: i

w . .- 1 "V 1�-&#39;*�&#39; ll �"
&#39; H. ..-;�,_;-,.__ __! ,

a _ . �A: _ _ < . _ , _.

9 1 t  7%   9 ., 9 "�fe crime Research Section will continue to monitor this series;
&#39; -&#39;3�,
. "..>;.
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LEVISION SERIES, RESEARCH / CRIME = �QUOTE THE UNTOUCHABLES, QUOTE DESILU TE _

nrcoans/. nzaurzn, ocroszn sxxmzu, LAST; �L V
NTOUCHABLES, quot: courzgnzn bcrosza slxrtzu LAST_,._,4

ma BARKERrant utxr rnuasbavs Pnocaau on CAPIIONED ssnxzs ENTITLED quot:

ea

AND ark so§s QUOTE srawzn rsi MENTIONED IN sckxfr 1�_oP£n1uc NARRATION,~ A
WHICH IS DONE BY HALTER NINCHELL, IN� FOLLOWING MANNERQ QUOTE ON

A an our NINE THREE rxvz, THERE roqx PLACE ONE OF THE MOSTJANUARY SIXTEEN,

INCREDIBLE EPISODES IN �THE ANNALS OF AMERICAN CRIME". IT BEGAN A&#39;l&#39;_
szvzu O-CLOCK on A WARM, suuuv FLORIDA uonuzucg IN A COMBINED

opsnarxon, :L1oT HESS Ann_n1s_sPzc1AL_Ac£u;§§;91~zn WITH THE F31, STATE__�
92&#39;l!ZOOPERS AND LOCAL POLICE IN  SURPRISEVISIT TO A QUIET RESORT COLONY » v_

E nnn� auoiz � sratrn as nozs nor ibzurxrv ELIOT �ns;

92 . .
NEAR THE toys or oxLAwAnA... Una? roLLQI£nEn§?%i§nourPAc£ READLINESEh%.. . O _ I � 55;! . ."_ &#39; ""

n� /A/2?/�AND R15 SPECIAL Aczurs AS bzluc conntcrsn wxgg TREASURY DE§5R[§§§T K�;
�pr anriks TO farm oupijhé FEDERAL §§t§$§ r�nou H sc f};&#39; 1£n7*§�;�

V E ,.:  ~,�.;;-_~; » �~ . �7TT�_i,Wr- *~*= pr  1&#39; R§%i¥§ �g� N _ga1iEE£u¢ ,n°5T EEQEFE "ILL 3R93�PLY c°"5ID§3 §§.@,m PM I3»§§ %~ _ ._ W »wk&»TIIII �ir wAs POINTED OUT i§§j�� �~bh:~1&ELQA§§A§1§§s�irfihqqii�vié B &#39;§§S§I
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THE PART PLAYED BY THE FRI IN THE REAL HA BARKER CASE. QUOTE. WHEN *~

POINTED OUT THIS WOULD INDICATE BUREAU SANCTION. ARNAZ SAID THAT "�**~�=
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