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' cted to take the call and refer it to

, her number, where a t‘rnend was.
ding by with instructions to take .
"¢all, refer the caller to yet ‘another

‘nu; ber-—where 1 was wamng—and then
get out ‘of the house. In case'the call’
-was ‘traced to that number, the friend
; ould be absent if anyone came knock
in 3 i B «'—. e 2

hit self as “Mr Thomas” and said he :

¥ ;’.,,w : actmg as an intermediary for Cooper. °
i ;H  said Cooper was interested in ex-’
"o l inmg to the "American people the

% son for the sky;acking, but Cooper’.

j ;e ‘wisn't able to spend the $200,000, for the

of the b:lls, therel’ore “he wanted to sell
i story for $45,000, to be paid in three

i med \i\nterv w, 8
!000 ‘upon publl ation “of.
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t‘elt guxlty even when stealmg “cookies
_from a jar when he was a child. .

; He had been married to the same
woman for 25 years, had never cheated
on her once, ‘belonged to the country
club the P’I‘A and had been so faithful
‘an upward-aspmng engineer at Boeing -
'that he carried two cheese sandwwhes

* Feathers Hls Neck

Item “You don't laugh at motherhood

You don't laugh at tradition, at religion,’

g 7 at everything possible that a man could
hold dear,"} he said. .

- Item: “When you re at the football
‘game and somebody gets up and sings
the ‘Star~Spang]ed Banner,’ it still makes’
the feathers come up on my neck when
. Thearit.” . IR ey T
CItem; "When I had my ﬁrst sexual ex-

. penence ‘with a glrl 1 was 17 yearg old
“This was ‘an older woman. I was so dumb "
;“l was drmkmg beer with her. I was away .
from Tome and it was’ Christmas Eve.”
We went to her. apartment She asked
me if I wanted to play cards. So 1, sazd‘
o So we ‘re. playmg strip poke: F

the’ i athroom 'and when 'l came back
he “was in bed. So'l said ‘Well, I’ uess"‘
1'll_be gding, Irene. .And she, sald ‘Oh,
s'cold in here I you‘d just come over. »

“dand warm ‘me up a bit Well, I ma pretty
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.mics to keep the young blood coming in
If you can suck the last drop ot‘ gray, £
matter from the ones you're going to "
dump and put jt into the brains of the
"younger ones, ‘then see how much more

. money you're ahead! '_ P ',;;qu,'ww“

.~ The first shock passed,’ and Cooper b2
“reahzed that his situation= though he ' -
had a $300 a month mortgage on a subur-
ban home, two cars, a boat,a camper and

-two children to support—wasn't too bad.

After all, this executive at Northwest

'=. upon whom occasnonally Cooper paid "

) ot‘l'er that any t:me T wanted to change

compames...rt would be great_ to have
. me on the Northwest team.” The North
~'west man had been butterlng_ _im up,

courtmg him even.’

.. So Cooper telephoned him, The se::r
ary "said he was on another lme and
would call back. When he dxdn't‘Cooper
phoned again. He was not in the office

i.the secretary said, but she hav

*him ¢all. He didn't. .Cooper’

gain "‘He was in conference.‘
tary sald Finally, anothe b
his old pal at Northwest his ‘o¢ asional ‘y

egan ppmg nfo T
thinking of ‘what he would
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“reason: for_the's ything,

A for the'skyjacking, but Cooper :;at everything

was having: a hard time financially. He :%;hold dear,’! hes

i’ wasu't able to spend the $200,000, for the ¥ Item:,

' moneywas hot. The FBI had the numbers '

%3 of the bills, therefore, he wanted to sell® :
%5 his.story: for $45,000, to be paid in three_ v the feathers come.up: hen? oo

: $15,000 when I wes sure I had ¥Thearit” '\'% ivit Low . it So Cooper telepho ped him

n; $15,000"when my. {nter-% Item:*When T'had'my first.s = tary said he:was on another

55 perience with a girl,1.was 17 years old.{ : -would call back: When'he

: 3 ' b.3. phoned again. He was na

8% yiews, were: completed (he suggested &

¥ fiimed*iinterview, with “masks); ;. and -+ This was an older woman. I wasso dum ‘ A0
was drinking beer with her: 1 was away ;. the secretary ‘said, but she

from home 'and:it was Christmas Eve.} him call. He didn’t. Coaper;talephaned 3

We went to her:apartment. She asked - again. He Was in conference, the sacra-3,

R - et
i Next;week, the intormediary:came 105 me if I wantéd to play;cards. So Lsaid’
Los.Angeles, and we met at the Alrport Liqyre’ S0 We'te"-pln:ini strip poker, For!

Marina ‘Hotel,< whiere :1;had "taken. 8%/ eq), So, the next.thing, I had to g0 to, .

golf partner, was &vol

room.: “Seth “Thomas”  was a ‘plodding, ;' the bathroom and when I came back, : would be no Job-. . 7 i
As the out-of-work days passed,

 black-haired,: spade-bearded real e6-%gne was in bed. So T sald ‘Well, Lguess: york ¢ od, Cooper-#
: “she 84 "’ began dipping ‘into his: savings and
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3 tate broker and investment counselor — £ 1) pe going, Irene.t:And she said ‘Oh,: :
or 0 he described: himseli-and he i e o Just come over. thinking of what he would.doi witthe
brought with him several Polaroi lphoto' ¥ and warm me up-a bit,! Well, I'm a pretty . reat of his life. His pride had been hurt.

oy graphs of his client, glctum that looked > sharp fellow.I-just. got'ln, clothes and ‘“Any man who gets up and goes t9.wor
‘< remarkably. lke the composite drawing; 11, | tookmy shoes off. That's all r'll-. in the morning'is a proud man,” be sald
k:iv3 of D.B..Cooper whic -the FBI circulated . tell you what: she gave me an education” - He had been fired, so he suffered col
to ;ne.v'upapen. ‘He I also 'Dl‘?dﬂCQd a iR before I was m_“ﬁh_ older.” .. o - N !unt embarrassment. . S e L&
.paper containing three serial numbers, - ptem: “A womanis different from a. * “people look at you with a sympathetic iy
. y eye, and this is the thing that kills you.: , 8

Px ! ,
o wm&hf’;g‘xnﬁqu' with three)numbers ' yan ‘A woman comes from some other
i onthe N %, " place. P - Sympathy is the one thing I gould pever,
-, That, J told him; was-hardly real proof, -, or someth 95“1:?3;::7 doeant take; ;;tand all my Jife” ., .. e
{or"neuly-‘anyono,could'-obtlln the list ' ¢pe  dominant 'role’ in the. bedroom, ::/ ! . Tt KA
and’copy, numbers out of it. How about . there's something wrong with him, A “Abortive Business Attemy
- thereal bills?:i. 2 . ¢ S7.q . -+ man can go out {nto an alley or the back™ ; Hetrledtogeta copstruction D
- As we dickerdd over the interview fee,’: ¢ g car or something. But a woman pas E0Ing but couldu’t raiserthe. pital.
. he promised -the ‘veal bills ‘would be’/y, have'abine foeling of security in her He made an abortive attempt to 0.into;
produced. We agreed on a price, $30,000, ;" }ovemaking.” - R AR ~".the bouse tnilerpu:lgeu;’fbut he:had 2 §
nd.on Feb, 15, 1 nervously boarded & :  yom; « A man's. feeling -of manhood, Domoney.. .. . 4y = D
Western flight to Seattle, carrying cam- iy magculinity, is ‘directly associated .= Finally, he gritted his teeth and didse
mical ' to ’everytung.,he}%j

 eras, two tape recorders, and $30,000 .y his ability to provide for himself .something inl
. When all of - stood for: he went to the unemployment &

7; in$20 and $50 bills, concealed in several 4,4 1o carn a good living
w4l envelopes and buried in-my tennis -y 4den he is unable ta do this, if he has office. A typically crisp, impersonal,
% < equipmentcase. ‘' i .- . been a red-blooded map who staod on “julceless woman bureaucrat, he. sald, ! gN

. Shortly after checking into The SWept _pis feet and worked all his life and asked coolly interrogated him about his quali=\: B

"%, Wing Motel near the Seattle alrport - pg quarter from anyone, asked for noth fications, then suggested he take's job- [
_as an ¥aide.” He left in a boiling rage.

Thomas arrived, and minutes later, . ng then you in effect have emasculated -
... Cooper himself appeared, entering MY . tnis man. It means cut the balls off him.” The humiliation of that -experience,” s
;1. voom furtively from the parking lot. He: ° f{em: “I guess you would have to say . the anger at being fired and tossed on. i
. was a nervous, slightly-built, balding  that sex ls better on payday.”. " the junkheap, the betrayal of his friend, -
... middle-aged man who wore a blackrain:  jiem: “You work hard for Dear Old .they all came together at once and wash-}
2% coat, black shoes and black ﬂ‘;"e'- H;-' fronworks and do a good job and put in _ed. over him in.tearscalding angers;
- ...~ keptthe gloves on while he chain-smok-~ your years there and  do the best you 2 . r g L
L+ e ed filter cigarettes. He spoke in araspy’. can and make money for them and get - He. couldn’t get work.'His pride ‘l':l,:%
' s volce that reminded me instantly of the., glong well with everyone and you will . ::::g:raglﬁ. lg: !!;:i:ll;;o ;&?;lm :le» A
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. said was his motive..

ymced me I had the right man. Subse-"

%4400,

and"ss 000

."handed over.

“crisp $20 bills. I: checked their’ serial«
numbers ° agamst the: FBI listi, They's

e ﬂlf'
Cooper asked if I would like to"ﬁa' 2

the three $20 bills. “*And I have $199,940 ..~

, more of them buried 1\n the ground that’?*

I will be happy to give you in exchange iy

" for other bills,” he said. I told him I

" didn't think I wanted to have any stolen v

&

I continued to hesxtate, proddmg Coop-
“er to yield up details of the hl]ackmg—
few of which had appeared in the press.:

- He began hesitantly, but soon c¢on- :

quently I handed over the money, with
the stipulation that it be held for;Coop-- .
er's legal defense were he caught. What
- helped convinced me was what Cooper
" He.was raised in an authontanan
. Catholie household, Cooper said, and

U DU 1 1)
) "L"}é S Al
CREAR AR .

"

But-I' inslsted on seeing &

! the real money, whereupon ,’I‘homas# you can look forward to a bonus and the ..
Xq extracted a wallet and’ produced threew

St wﬁf

warded Because bestdes your pay.
X kK and your annual ‘leave and your®
vacation if you get a little higher up,’.

‘pension’ and be well-fed and, of course,
Cyou'll get the gold watch or whatever. "

hoeing out the row, obeying the rules,

‘and waiting to cash-in on the Amerlcan S

Dream. as advemsed

Bitter Payoff Lot '
. His payoff, he related bltterly, came

“ _one day when he went to his Boeing desk

'and found a pink slip of dismissal. He
was crushed.

.h.' *

. VIt made me feel ;ust hke the tm.t
. tlme I jumped out of an axrplane

just bereft of’ everythmg that's msxde '
. you, that's all,” he said. .

He was being replaced he dxscovered
by a man 15 years his junior, a junior
man he had carefully trained. He had
been a believer, an unquestioning cog,
but now a jolt of hard truth hit him:
“You're dead wood. If they could, they'd

R e T V=R G)O”OP‘NMQ'U\\DP qacso-—om ’

ord p e

R SR SR A SRRV

That was DB. Cooper, and that was -
,the way he had lived his life, patiently -

. . ey LI AN ST PP
St MG U s LRI A et
IOP-ROARAT WIRY L L) v,v‘..;,v,.c.-\';,ﬂ‘.a‘. PR MR SRR M

. P
detenorating. He began to contemplate

;% suicide. Pills, he finally decided, ‘would’

4'

;

do it. The Catholic Church had instilled
too strongly in him that suicxde, like
; mantal mt‘idehty.isasm. LIS

At home every day, he read a. lot of

stories,

" he saxd “The more I thought about it,
the more Lthought how easy it would be.
Because the security is very weak, very.

lax, almost non-existent. So I started
to organize, mentally, to do this. I would i
go on with everyday living. But I would
begm to think about thxs in earnest." :

- Then followed a penod ot‘ moral
wrestling. “There’s the code: you can't .
take what's not yours. But wait a minute.
Who says it's not mine? Where would
this money come from? Either the stock-
holders or the company that insures
them. Now, wait a minute. Insurance. -

Who has a strangle hold onthe American

economy? Insurance: companies. And’

s AR TR R B SR

- be the way. He tried, but he’ couldn’t-

LN the insurance companies.

They’re ‘buyi g lamﬁ,

newspapers. They were full of hijacking""" build} .

which he read after vainly -
’ searchmg the classnﬁed job section._':

“So then, I started thinkmg about it

s;"dxdn't pay taxes. And look at th oxl
' companies. I could put the money 1
would steal down as a depletion al‘

.-"V‘ ’ ’ pary
TTNOF DAROANM TNV RNO -

Karl Flemmg andD B. Coopr*-‘{ b
sy

“n,

‘to hide the money.
They re loaning money. Theyr
ing skyscrapers. They're into eve

' hing.

many millionaires made $1 last year. and

lowance,” Cooper said. ° A

So he planned. ‘Y d:dn't want
anything I had up, and in order

thing. And then I was, if you'll artfqn

the expression,, very much pissed off -

_right then. So more and more, ! planned

for over a year, and still I was nét sure N

I would go through with it. But

y bit-
‘terness was changing to hard cyn?cism ”

If he did it, how much money would he’
ask? Had he worked at Boeing to 'retxre-

N Y B LTS

: hoy

maintain what I had, { had to dksome-

ment, his annual income, thh company "

qu.ﬂ\or-md\Ov*N i
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oming than : the rat race again? Or would
‘his fantasy and travel? . s
i #If anything, I've done the
;favor,” ho said. “I'vo shown them that
it can be done. You don't have to be the
ctnenntunad | individual. that © hijacks

| BRI
_benefits and his fow investmen!

. be sbout $12,000. He went” to .
Thomas” investment counsslor, wh
‘had approached him several times.pre-
- viewin shout putting his money inta land.i:

.even’all-of it 1 had more
) that, 1 didn’t do anything wrong" he

Py

and their;

peaple &

I showed. them. I'm not over the .hi
1 ;can. make ' another jump tomMOITOW.
can make one 10 years from now, God

~willing. Youbet” - .

LAL

~And:i.“I proved to mo'&iabuqhil;oht




© . benefits and his few investments,

.

' ‘l :guilt
BR {’ sibility

- Hikilled, |

3 14} Sl
be "about " $12,000. He went-to *Se
Thomas,” ;investment i'counselor, }whe
had afjproached him several times pre-. i by
.vious §bout putting his money into land. 7 when we finished some elght hours
!H"W fouch of a capital sum, Cooper ,!;,bf taped interviews, he put on make-up
iaskec! would a man have to invest to” "and a wool cap and allowed himself to
yield n annual income of about $12,0007 'pe filmed by a freelance cameraman and
jThom' s took his pencil ‘and worked it _;‘soundman 1 had brought up after in-
i'out: §250,000. Cooper thought about it,” structing them to hear nothing, see
! Pu'- thende‘:ided his needs were modest, ‘; noth{ng' ask no questions. 1 made them
' 's0 he|scaled down the figure to $200,000. . stick wads of wax into their ears while

.cAnd 'hat was how he decided to hijack ‘.1 interviewed Cooper,

;the pane for $200,000. | ' ™Akl Eturn their backs from the camera when
"# Aftr relating how he hijacked the % he raised the photostats of the stolen
iplang 'and drove home in his cir with 7 bills to be filmed. g Rl
\the thoney, he insisted he didn't feel - That afternoon, we rode —along Wwith

' over the crime, or over the pos- % Seth Thomas, whose name I naw knew

that he might encourage others ':to be Jack Lewis—down Interstate 5,
‘until someone got and he showed me all the key spots’in

BT N the hijacking. As we drove, he talked

about his future. Wou

uSeth “that, I.didn't do anything wrong” he
tgaid. | S

“Wax'in Ears

1

ol I

) :to stage hijackings,
0 N

N, g T e T
hat I figured was mine
g o

e

e ey R
b %}n!i}‘)ﬁ* } :;f.%.‘,g‘_,

IR 45T (s Piirn ARSI 2 RS

ven all of it' T hiad more coming than .

and made them.

‘.2 but here he had hijacked this pla'ne“;ln a

"

1d he get back in

e
“the rat rac _
 his fantasy and travel? ;.. .
_:$9€ anything, T've. done the p
‘favor,” ‘he said. “I've '
i don't have to bé th
“hijacks

it can be done. You

" stereotyped | individual - that

“planes. You don’t have to even raise
-your voice. You don't e any
violence. . You, don't have 'to “use” any
threats, and you can still’tell that plane,

- where to go and
people. I showed them their
.system doesn’t work.” 3
""" He “never dreamed T woul
_anything against

eening’

cold vengeful rage. Now he had a mes-:
‘sage “to the’younger genérhtion‘_‘_tha,t'

. wants"to shoot _everybody’ over 30

" rhey've botched every single onethey've
_ever done, with all their bombings and,

all their riots an cold-_bléodg’d mgrders

shown them that

have to_use any .

. reached 'Los Angeles.’
d be saying

“the - Establishment”

nd ‘their escape, through
showed them. I'm not .over 't e hill

B

¢an ‘make _another :jump tomorrow. *
one 10 yaéqn;s”fzjom w, God

can make

jkAnd: 4] prove ' st ,
hat I'm not just a faceless number. I'm k
a person. I'm & human being. I proved
that Old Dad can still do it" 5. . |
Jubilantly, I packed my film, my

not jeopardize all those

1 felt that if ;
never wrote another story, 1 had justi-

ified ‘my existence,’ ‘by creating some-.

"z thing worthwhile, something that would e
¥ stand 41 presumed to, jmagine~ as & g
; commentary 'on *American | S
ARG L _“x
NExiweRK: 6 90t
{jtrayal of trust, so

“arowing suspicion
' :\v;&/‘ P
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and contriputing editor with News~
week for 11 years) went on to de-
scribe every detail
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photo and

next installmcm.
One {lustration chowed Xerox co-
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Continug“d {rom 10th PYage
ad in newspapers around
Oregon and Washington,
asking Cooper to contact
him.

Later, while Fleming and

millionaire Max Palevsky -

were organizing L4, an in-
termediary offered to put
thé new sman in contact
with Cooper—for $30,000.
Palevsky put up the money
and Fleming flew up to
meet Cooper, dragging
along two tape recorders, a
motion picture camera,
two cemeramen and $30,-
000 in cash.

Thoe hepdline on the
third ard final instaliment

* read: “Is D. B. Cooper the

real D. B. Cooper?" There
is considerable reason for’
doubt, since the men who
police say talked to Flem-
ing — and who allegedly
took his $30,0C0 — have
been arrested by the FBI
on charges of defrauding
Fleming of his meney.
Arrested Before Story
The arrest took place on
May 2, long before Flem-
ing wrote his story for LA,
Why did Fleming pub-
lish the story in a2 manner
that led some readers, un-
* aware of the fraud arrest,
to believe that the early
installments were the real
thing? {
Fleming doesn't feel that
. the initial installment was
deceptive, not ing that
there were disclaimers in
it," referring to two 1lines
near the end: "The fore-
oing narrative was reiat-
ed to me by the man I be-
Yieved to be Cooper . . S
and, *Doubts about wheth-
er 1 had the right man

would arise later. . .
"] wanted the reader {o

.expeTTEnce it just exactly

as I 4id," Fleming says.

*Ii's an adventdre story, -

as much about me as
about D. B. Cooper, and I
wanted to put the reader
in my shoes. If the reader
was reasonably alert, he
would have seen in the
press that these guys had
been busted by the FBL"

1f the man Fleming in-
terviewed was not D. B.
Cooper — and Fleming.
isp't totally sure he was
not the hijacker—then he
was a masteriul con man,
to hear Fleming tell it.

Paid at First Meeting

"] gave Him the whole
$30,000 at our first meet-
irg, after I was convinced

thal thls awas D B ool
er," Flerang savs, "At that
point a comr men would
have taken the money and
run like hell, but this guy,
Cooper, came *back and
submitted himself to eight
hours of taped interviaws,
30 minutes of filmed inter-
views and stili pholo
graphs. His intermediary
sicned a contract (saying
the $30,000 would be used
" for Cocper's legal defense)
with his real name and leit
his fingerprints all over
the contract."
The story was to have
been in the opening issue
of LA. To avoid charges of
-aiding a fugitive from jus-
tice, Fleming turned his
material over to the FBI
15 days before publication
(he had told Cooper not to
tell him anything he
didn't wart the police to
know.) Included were Xe-
rox copies of the $20 bills
Fleming had been shown
as proot of Cocper's identi-
ty. The serial numbers
matched those on the list
of ransora bills but FBI
documents experts said
that the photecopies indi-
cated that the bills were
counterfeil.
vith ali the information
Fleming's subjects had
supplied, the FBI had no
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new newspapel,
he was €
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At the rick of sounding -
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wouldn't want to do any-
thing to damage my O%
very good reputation as a
reporter."
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United Staczs Attorney : : - ST o

1012 United States Couthouse
Seattle, Washington 98104

(206) b4u42-7970

UNITED thlhc DISTRICT COURT.
. WESTERN DISTRICT OF WASHINGTCN
AT SEATTLE

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

-
@)
2
§
Gnf;
&YD

Plaintiff, )+~ NO.
) .
' Yy .
. )
WILLIAM COHN LEWIS, a/k/a, — ) .

JACK LEWIS, and DONALD SYLVESTER ) INFCRMATICH

IURPHY, ).

' )

- . Defendants. g

The Uni ed States Attorney Charges that:
COUNT I

1. Beginning on or about Februvary 1, 1972 and

197z, within

continuing thereafter throuch or about May 2,

TY T T AN TS
"J.L..J:J.‘_Al'i o el

the Western District of Washington, de fendants

LEWIS (also known as Jack Lewis) and DONALD SYLVESTER

HURPHY devised and intended to devise a scheme and artiricd

to defraud Karl Payne Fleming, Newsweek Magazine, Platypus;

PublcathﬂS, and other persons, busincsses and corporaticn

by means of ‘the following false anc fradulent pretenses,

)

‘representations and promises, well knowing the sam: woulc

vy

be and were false when made, for the purpose of cbtaining.

ess of $5 000 by means thereof.

mgney :m exc
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) dofrquﬁ.th>t on%§' about’ Fc reary 1, ?352 ‘LULIAM JJ Nc .“f‘
{v S
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2. ‘ vas a part of sai:l schen

LEVWIS phoncd Karl Fleming in Los Angeles, Califorzia that

self as and

defendant LEWIS identified him "Seth Thomas"

told Fleming that he could ar;aﬁge an interview between

Fleming and "D. B. Cooper." __' .

3. It was further a part of said scheme-and artifice.
to defraud that on or about February 13, 1972, defendant
WILLIAM JOHN LEYIS made a reservation for Karl Fleming ét
the Swept VWing Inn, Seattle, Washington.

4. It was further a part of said Scheme and artifice
to defraud that on or aboué February 16, 1972}.defeniant ¥
W.ILLIAM JOHN LEWIS met with Flei.ning Av the Swvept J.”‘; inw,
Se“"tle \~!dshington, and"inf'or-me‘d Ficming thet an intervieyw
with "D, B. Coéper" woulé be arranged by WILLIAM JOHN LEWIS

s ] B
for the sum of $45,000, payable in three instellmenrts; ani

-3

that defendant WILLIAM JOHN LE\'IISikne':J said representationt
and promise would be and‘wag false when made.

5. It was further é part of saié scheme and arcifics
to defraud tﬁat on or about February 23, 1972, deferd T3
WILLIAM JOHN LEWIS and DONALD SYLVESTER MURPHY met with
Fleming at the Edgewater Inn, Séattle, Washingtbn, and
represented that defendant MURPHY was “D. B. Coopef?“ well
knowing,saii representation would be and was false when
made.

\ 6. It was further a part of said schc&o and artifice
to:defraud éhat on or about February 23, 1972, defendants

WVILLIAM J CHII LEYIS and DONALD SYLVESTER MURPHY took the S&n"

of $30, ’OO from Karl Fleming as payment for an interyiew




