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NOTICE

THE BEST COPIES OBTAINABLE ARE
INCLUDED IN THE REPRODUCTION OF THE
FILE. PAGES INCLUDED THAT ARE
BLURRED, LIGHT OR OTHERWISE
DIFFICULT TO READ ARE THE RESULT OF
THE CONDITION AND OR COLOR OF THE
ORIGINALS PROVIDED. THESE ARE THE
BEST COPIES AVAILABLE.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE .

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

PRy S R

In Reply, Please Refer to Portland, Oregon
File No. .

December 8, 1971

UNKNOWN SUBJECT, also known as. o
Dan Cooper, Northwest Airlines Flight #305, .
Portland to Seattle, November 24, 1971 . '

S S

“The Daily Telegraph"”, a London, England, newspaper, -
contained an article on May 28, 1971, on Page 4, describing.. -::
a plot by an unknown subject using the name "Mr. Brown".. .
This individual hoaxed the Qantas Airline at the Sydney -
International Airport, apparently in Australia, into paying .-
235,000 pounds ransom money after a bomb threat. The ST
aireraft involved was a Boeing 707 Airliner. "Mr. Brown"
s not described in the article, but an "Identikit" picture
] of him bears a resemblance to an artist's sketch of an '
-~  unknown subject who Hhijacked an airliner between Portland, - °
Oregon, and Seattle, Washingtom, on November 24, 1971, and "
extorted $200,000 from Northwest Orient Airlines. This
sndividual is described as white male, 6'l" tall, 170-175
14 pounds, age-mid-forties, olive complexion, brown eyes, o
" black hair, conventional cut, parted on left; slender build.
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UNKNOWN SUBJECT

NORTHWEST AIRLINES, FLIGHT 305
CRIME ABOARD AIRCRAFT - HIJACKING;

PORTLAND TO SEATTLE

NOVEMBER 24, 1971
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The Robin Hoodsyndronie

t  Once upon a time there was an English
archer named Robin Hood who lived
in Sherwood Forest in Nottinghamshire.
He gathered unto himself a band of
rebels who supported themselves by
robbing the rich upperclass gentry that
ventured into his domain.

Over the years, Mr. Hood has been
immortalized in song and poem for his
legendary deeds. Many proverbs and
sayings have been handed down in Eng-
lish literature that give this group of
rogues an undeserved aura of respecta-
bility.

Legends die hard. Mr. Hood and his
gangsters still occupy an honored place
in story books, cartoons and films al-
ihough their greedy motivations have
been sanitized for young minds.

While Air Line Pilot is not in the busi-
ness of destroying legends, one fact is
clear. Mr, Hood was a thief, pure and
simple, even though those he relieved
of their gold might have been able to
afford the loss.

- . A modern-day Robin Hood has now
emerged. He told Northwest Airlines
his namé was D. B. Cooper when he
boarded Flight 305 during the Thanks-
giving holidays. After takeoff, he com-
mandeered the 727, threatened to blow
it up, demanded and got $200,000 and

four parachutes and then bailed out.

somewhere between Portland Ore.,
and Reno, Nev.

When it turnedA out that Mr. Cooper , 5,
couldn’t be promptly located, his name.t
and dramatic deed caught the public”

/ fancy. There were some citizens who
: felt he had earned the $200,000 through
his act of bravery and daring. A song
was written about him; a Portland ven-
dor is reportedly doing well selling T-

. can explain why he committed;i

- cannot be condoned or excused

. him. He is the’ ob;ect of one of th

with a suitcase full of greenbacks.:
Dr. Otto Larsen, sociology p er

have explained the newly 4r
Robin Hood syndrome this way:;
“We all like adventure stori ;@;l%
hijacker took the greatest ultimdte’rs
He showed real heroxc feature Zmys

of skill and all the necessmes
perfect crime.

000 and people can understand iha
“His was an awesome feat in the bat-
tle of man against machine. One indr
vidual -overcoming, for the timeg bw
anyway, technology, the corp ratiol
the establishment, the syste '
Although®it may be comf for!
some to be able to explain humai
rations so easily, the fact remain:
Mr. Cooper, or whatever his* n: me
committed a serious crime an
Jess a criminal because social scie'

endangered a plane-load of passeng
intimidated the crew, blackma:le
airline out of hard-earned c¢
caused damage to an a:rcraft
Mr. Cooper is no hero. He is ;
inal in every sense ‘of the WO
being sought for"an act of pira

If Mr. Cooper is dead, justi
been done. If not, we have ne

fullest extent of the law. =
This Robin Hood will e
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.The FAA On Seatbelts

It is certainly recognized that a
person experiencing an inadvertent
parachute opening while secured by
a safety belt would suffer serious
or possibly fatal injury. On the
other hand, we have evidence to
show that accidents have been
caused by jump occupants who
were not wearing their safety belts.
The Southern Region réecently
investigated two such accidents.
The pilot in each case was unable

to maintain control of the jump |

aircraft because the parachutists on
board were not wearing their safety
belts. What should have been
nothing more than two minor in-
cidents resulted in serious accidents
through noncompliance  with
Federal Aviation Regulation (FAR)
'91.14.

It is our feeling that safety
would suffer far more by allowing
parachutists to ignore this rule than
would be the case of requiring them
to Have their safety belts fastened
T during takeoff and landing. The
> chances of a pilot having to abort
2 atakeoff run or make an emergency
¥ stop during landing will, 1 think,
4 be greater than madvertent para-
5 chute openings during takeoff and
5 landing.
bt

3 FAR 91.14 applies only during
3 takeoff and landing. The rule does

not prahibit unfastening safety
O belts after a takeoff has been com-
L pleted; however, I would sincerely
Zhope that jump aircraft pilots
Jwould request that safety belts be
4 kept fastened until an altitude has
Sbeen attained which would at least
egive the victim of an inadvertent
-+ parachute opening a fighting chance

' 8for survival.

9 Your interest in aviation safety
3is greatly appreciated and we will
further explore this problem with
United States Parachute
3 Association and others that we have
gcontact with. It is hoped that you

will continue to assist us in our
efforts to keep the Federal Aviation

~Regulations realistic and effective.

dJames F. Rudolph

[ QY- RLE Y

Race . . . .
Sex . . . .
Age . .. .
Height . .
Weight . .
Build .
Complexion .
Hair. . . . .

Eyes. . . . .

Voice . . . .

Characteristics .

THIS MAN IS DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS:

-

Wearing Apparel .

If you have any information which might lead to the xdentxty
of this individual, please contact the nearest FBI Office which}
would be found in the front of your telephone du'ectory

White

Male .
Mid 40

510" to 6’

170 to 180 pounds
Average to well built
Olive, Latin appearance, medium smooth
Dark brown or black, normal style, parted on
left, combed back; 51debums, low ear }
Possibly brown. During latter part of L
put on dark, wrap-around sunglasse with,
dark rims
Low, spoke mtelhgently, no partlcula: accent
possibly from Midwest section of U.S.
Heavy smoker of Raleigh filter txp cxgaxetbes.
Black suit; white shirt; narrow black tie; black:
dress suit; black rain-type overcoat or dark
top coat; dark briefcase or attache case; car-|
ried paper bag 4” x 12” x 14”; vb'r_ownv shoes.

Director, Flight Standards Service - .. .
Federal Aviation Administration ..
. i T
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PUBLISHED MONTHLY BY THE AR * IHE PILOTS n%ﬂu!lﬂﬂﬂ

1329 E STREET, NW., WASHINGTON DC 20004 EXCLUSIVELY FOR M.Ei

KLPA EXECUTIVE
BOARD MEETS

The Executive Board of the Assoc~
iaticn resolvad at its 14th meeting
(Cec. 7-10; in Washington to register
*total opposition”-to FAA's proposal
t¢ inpose responsibility for medical
certification and surveiliance of flight
crew members upon the individual air

co iers. The Board directed the Aero~
medical-Flight Time/Luty Time Com-
=i-tee "to take any cnd all steps it
1042 are necessary fo prevent the
adoption” of the propott and insiruct -
e e Associction's President to “pro-
vice the nece:sary support and resour-
ce=s," and including “if r.ecessary” re~
c- ening the Executive board for
considerotic=- "of othe: cppropriate
co ses of action.”

The Board, ofter lengthy discussion
concerning the impact of the Aloha
< ration award on ALPA's crew com-
plement policy, reaffi-med its “Full
an vigorous support of the crew com-
|; nent policy and of all existing

i3 Fpetight
® Cevised ALPA merger policy has
bean adopted by the Executive Boord
(see page 2).

€ ihe Deportment of Transportation

is investigoting the manner in which

¢ Deita 880 was contaminated by
radioactive leakage. OOT is attempt-
ing to determine whether the cause wos
fron faulty packaging or from handling
damage.

@& CAB eraminer is ogumsf AAL-WAL
merger plan (see page ).

@ SATCO soys FAA has fired four
more controllers for their actions dur-

ing a "slckout"’m March 1970, bring~ + - .-

‘agreements and owoids estabhshu\, -he
some." The Board said that consistent
with the Nov. 23 arbitration award -
{which it noted “applied and interpret~
ed the Association’s policy as being
founded on safety as related to the
operating conditions ond enviroment of
the carrier involved”) and consistent
with past practice, the Boeing 737
crew complement policy is interpreted
to require "with the concurrence of
the Executive Committee ond the Pre-
sident® that the MEC on each airline

involved assess thot airline's conditions~ !

and enviromental factors "and ‘reach o
determination as to the basis of imple-
mentation" of the crew complement
policy. The Boord crdered the Presi-

dent to "cause the Association to pro-

vide full support to such determina-
tions" and to conclude agreements
thet give full effect to such determi-
nations,

Finally, the Board said the Pre-
sident and the Execur:ve Comnittee
should study and evc:.ate "crew co-
ordinction and operating techniques
on call airline jet aircraft.”

COther actions raken by the Zxe-
cutive Board include the following:
P> Supported the Ai-worthiress and
Performance Commi‘tee in ii- concern
over the use of reduced-thrust tokeoff
procedures.

P> Referred a proposal that ALPA
initiate an aggressive policy with
FAA 10 establish posirive contre!,
climb and descent corridors, “a high-

‘ing the number of dismissed controllers
to 80. Thirty-eigh: of the 80 have won
their jobs back through appeals prece-
-dures dnd the cour’:.

@ ALPA opposes DCT cction In AAL-
WAL merger case {sce page 5).

“Cooper" is no Robin Hood (see page
7). r ) :
@ NTSB and FAA officials scy that a
Netional Airlines 747, which ran
afoul of turbulence, did so as the ™%
crew picked its way through thunder-
storm cells using ci-oorne radar,

'® Pilots should specify payments (see
page §). e e e

B ey

" the public, the government ]
_ incustry and might be haretul
_ public imzge of the Asso

CRENC O F-wut-yes e h.ww»wm&r—-’*-,

e

D> WNoted thot it is inrhe t;e
terest of* ALPA “to presént a unif
position to the government and i
try on those subjest arecs w
‘zct the entire mortershi
solved "that before ony pit
representing body of the
takes action on sublects unaer T
view of an ALPA ncticnal Somami
and not covered by ALPA ﬂ*!:cy
proposed cction ke broughr to !'Hq -‘ '
tention of the recpons.bie »otiong
committees for their review ond
fysis to ensure o coordinaiad pos:h
P> Directed the President "‘o H
nvely pursue ALPA policy,
in ’9_62 “to work to brin
nationc! ﬂlght duty time N
line with comestic FAR limit
B Directed the Association to
tute o procedure of witholaing du Ay
from flight pay loss checks. . l‘
P- Noted that the uss of "Air Lin
Pilots" in the name cf any ‘orgon
tion, other than ALPA is confusiny
and mizleacing to "\e mem~ershlp

resclved "that cll members so i
refrcin from any ectivities whic
ercte the |mpr=>5|-'1 rn 4 ‘;‘.a‘/



-‘ROBI

Despite some attempts to prove
otherwi:~ through opportunism and

commercialism, the person who lobels
himself as "D. B, Cooper" is--if he is

He is o thief and ¢ criminal of the
highest order. He demonstrated more
than passing knowledge of the cir en-
vironment, especially parachuting. [t
is possible that “D, 8, Cooper's* path
may have crossed that of airline per-
sonnel--and airline pilots~-at some
time under another name. He is re~
ported to have a bitter hatred against
the airlines-~he may have worked for
one. v

For these reasons PILOT BULLETIN
is printing the specifications of the

b

O I NB W D

N
v

2

4

R .

‘x 4"‘"
fio ‘e criminal that extorted $200,000 from
- L Northwest Airlines on Nov. 24, 1971,
132 Two artist drawings of "Cooper" are
t { 3 included in the hopes they may prod
124 3 the memories of ALPA members who
<t és may have seen or known him in the
3 ¢ past. - :
e _: The Federal Bureau of Investiga-

tion describes the man as follows:
Roce: White
Age: Mid-~40s

COOPED)IS NO
HOOD’

stil! alive--no modern~day Robin Hood.

Artists sketch of Cooper with and without g!qsses;_"'" T

Hei~ght: 5 feet 10 inches to 6 feet

Weight: 170 to 180 pounds

Build: Average to well built

Complexion: Olive,. Latip op=
pearance, medium smootht

Hoir: Dark brown or black, nor-
mal style, parted on left, combed
back, sideburns, low ear level .

Eyes: Possibly brown; during lot-
ter part of flight put on ddrk wrap="
around sunglasses with dark rims

Voice: Low, spoke intelligently,
no particular accent

Churacfensﬂc. Heovy‘ !

" Roleigh filter-tip cigorettes'k

Wearing cpparel: Blac
white shirt, narrow black tie
dress suit, black rcm-fype
dork topcosi, brown s!'oes,
peper bag 4 inche, by 12 inc
inches and dark bricfease erg
case ;

If you have any informeli
might lead to the Identity of}
dividual, please "on*ocf thejh
FBI offi ice. :

Pointing to a "needless slaughter"
resulting from 70 mid-air collisions of
U. S. dirliners in the past 25 yecrs,
ALPA urged congressional action to
maoke collisicn—avoidance equipment o
mandatory requirement for all circraft
operating in government=controlled
airspace. '

In testimony before the Senate
Subcommittee on Aviation on Dec. 1,
the Association emphasized the in-
creasing hazards of mid-air accidents.
A study made by the Department of
Transportation, ALPA said, projected
that by 1980 there would be approx-
imotely 10 mid—air collisions occur~
ring each year. [n 1971, there were
four such tragedies.

ALPA recommended two govem-
ment adtions that should be taken im-
mediately to reduce or eliminate the
mid~-air collision hazard:

“The first of thete requires on im-
mediate decision on the port of the U.
S. govercment thot the use of an ade-~
quate collision ovoidance system or
proximity warning indicator should be

n-‘v‘.

“sroode’ menaq(omo_ ‘Ve. Gircraft

ALPA PRESSES

£ et

FOR ACTION ON
. MID-AIR COLLISIONS

opercted within controlled airspoce.
"The other oction requires that
the Federal Aviation Administration
take @ more realistic and sophisticated
approach to inflight segregation of
military ond generol aviation aircraft .
from airline and other high performance
civil aircraft.” '

In aoddition to these recommenda~ .

tions, ALPA asked for a live evalua~
tion of the several collision avoidance-
systems now available. Recognizing -
that installation of these systems would
entail particvlar burdens for light
plane owner, ALPA called for devel=
opment of a plan to help them finonce
this hardware,

Although ALPA does not endorse
any particular equipment now. being .
offered as solutions to the CO“ISIOD
problem, it supported the Senate bill -
under consideration (5. 2264), which
would facilitate the installation of
collision avoidance devices. "The
establishment of definite complionce

dotes, " ALPA soid, "will olso emphe— .

ize the urgen"v of the proble‘ and "

el

. Newark

FAA Ccntmunq

Taxnway - Exst

ldentn'lca‘cto-n _L‘ ,

Test At JFK AR

The Sepfember 1971 PIL 2
LETIN ‘announced the' bega
testing of; taxiwey. exi figh
Newark.r nway 4L'22R'§‘,5
test is ready to be imp! emeri
runway 3IRI3L. The't
show red threshold lights ot b
ends, Green flush centerling

‘at runway and taxiway intefséci®

are the main feotures of tne
along with green curved feg

llghts at the cent _taﬁiv}'c' )
e

The mr’xnes hav
ready issued mformoho'\ c\ ¢
dures to pnlols opercnng inke

- g
airports.” FAA will pro
information. ALPA reqaes;ﬁ
lots coopercte in this eﬂﬁiﬁg—
Pleese send al copy of "°"’fm
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STAN PITKIN

United States Attorney

1012 United States Courthouse
Seattle, Washington 98104

(206) Hu2-7970

UNITED STATES DISTRITT COURT
WESTERN DI3TRICT OF WASHINCTON
AT SEATTLE '

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, )
)
Plaintiff, ) COMPLAINT 1.7 L
) OF u.s.C. " .. o
V. ") SECPIORS ZV and Ll
)
WwILLIAM JOHN LEWIS, also known )
as JACK LEVIS and : )
DONALD SYLVESTER MURPHY 2
A
7
Defendants. )
)
COUNT I

That beginniﬁg cn or aboat the firsty Juy ©F
February 1972, and continuing to the date of .lils crxplal:
in King County and k&tsap County in the West »u Li..vic.
of Washington, William Johg Lewis, glso known 3s J .1 L2
and Donald Sylvester Murphy, trhe defendanss - ¢eim, il

wilfully and uhlawfully combine, conspiv®

to commii offenues agai.st the Jnited 3tates, .C &L, Te

* yiolate-Section 2314, Title 18, United States Cole, dy

ing mmA intonding v~ devise a schme fo. ohgal in oo

by means of false and iraudulert ryot o c<in & ey i
.

Payne Fleming to travel in interstate commieri. fre.. Lok

Angeles County, California to King Courty, WushingZ..u .

executlon of the scheme¢ to defraud said Karl Payne ¥
of forty-five thousand collars. The form and nasit . 2u 07

the conspiracy was as follows:

TErD . TRIL OF R4 e
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~ MANNER AND MEANS

1t was a part of the conspiracy that tne dufendan?

w1lliém John Lewis, also known as Jack Lewls, responding

to an advertisement in the Seattle Times newspapzr solici®

¢

a contact from the alleged aircraft hi-jacker "D, B. Coo

called Karl Payne Fleming at;hig'ﬂzme in Los Angelc¢d,

California on or about February 1, 1972 and stated Lhet T

"Seth Thomas"™ (a fictitlous mame -ddopted by the dv spdant

Jack Lewis. for the purposes of.this sghame) hed Lew . IR

touch with “D. B. Cooper", knew his true idenvity G &l

arrange an interview.

It was further & part of the congpiradi Tl oTh s
defendants William Joha Lewis, also krnown as Jack Lzal:z

and Donald Sylvester Murphy arranged for Deraid Syivest

* Murphy to pose as the zlleged 2ircraft hi-javker “o. 8.

Cooper“. Jack Lewis photographed Donald Murphy weauing

a wig and glasses and otherwise appearing much 1lile the

~

widely circulated "artist's conception® of "D. E. Claoper’

vy
o
=3
®

and delivered a print to Karl Fleming in sugport o

scheme to defraud. Jack Lewis and Doneld Murghy arrangs

to copy three twenty dollar pills with serial nwn. :rs Til

from the ransom money list - superimpcsed - SO a8 Tl @M

éo be coples of twenty dollar biils acguired by ilie= a;L\

ni-jacker "D. B. Cooper" as ransom for the r:leese of

passengers; on Northwes: Orient Airlines FLIETLT33 ot

w

geattle-Tacoma International Airﬁéb% bﬁ<ﬁby¢mhzr 24, 1
Jack Lewis furnished tais Traudulent copy o?,ihe Ll el
twenty dollar bills (copy attached hereto"as Exnib.v "A
Karl Fleming in support of the scheme to defraud.

It was further & part of the conspiracy that the

defendants William John Lewis, also‘knawn as Jacl Lewis &

,-
[

"

Donald Sylvester Murphy faisely represented Lonald Murp!

-2n

70 . EEOP=J1aa
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%o be the alleged hi-jccker "D. B. Cooper™ wher {ney Tet
with Karl Fleming at the Swept Wing Inn in King Ccunvy.
Washihgton on.or about February 16, 1972 and jemarazd SheC
Xarl Fleming produce forty-five thousand dollizrs i, retu~
for “D. B. Cooper's" story abouﬁ‘gpe hi-jacking., ' 1@

de fendants agreed to accept-éhirty thousand doilcr .
fraudulently representing that the money would be n 1d I
trust by Jack Lewis for the iégalndefense of "3. . Czcpe.
should he be apprehended. Jack Lewis sigAed Lo dooinenty
recording that payment, one signed as "Setn Tooomiy  and
wherein he signed his true name (copy &attach-o ki ic
£xhibit "B"). )

It was further . part of the ccnspiracl; tlu the
and Donald Sylvester Murphy prepared Donald Hurphiy .0 p0°
as the alleged hi-jacker "D. B. Cooper" by realin; vlo
published information about the hi-jackinz of Fl.z"" 3CE
and the alleged hi-jacker "D. B. Cooper" and stherwize

geveloping a.plausible theory ol the hi-jacking

with a "confession" of the erimc. Exlraordinar
the security of the alleged hi-jacker ", B, Couucr!' suc’
requiring that ihe cam¢raman and audicman re.o.do
interview do so from ax extreme dlstarce Wi oowen 2
plugs, added eredibili~y to tne fravdu.ent =.em”

R R W “"‘;5:—““’-;‘»;:?‘, . B
OVERT ACTS &'~ *

.
1. On or about Februuziy 1, 1972 thay sofz. . .

b4

William John Lewis, also known as Jack Lewis c¢aiioeo Yool

Payne Fleming in Los Angeles, California frec.. hig
at Seavue Ectates, Seadeck, Washington.
2. On or about February 13, -1972 the defendant

Willium Jonhn Lewis, also known as Juel Lewio called iz

-3-

o 1seser- fie be
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? B
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§§ 1 Swept Wing Inn near Seatile-Tacoma International Airpoft
24 2 and ma@e reservations for Kari Fleming for Februar: 16,
lé . 3 1972,  requesting a ground floor room.
-g»; 4 3. On or about February 16, 1972 the defeunc .nt
f?; 5 William John Lewis, also known gf_gack Lewis mzt w. n
Ei 6 Karl Fleming at thé Swept Wing Inn in King County, asnie,
32 7 and used the fictitious name “Seth Thozas".
§$ 8 4. On or about February 16, 1972 the fafeniant
z;é 9 Donald Sylvester Murphy met with Xarl Fleming .t tue Swer.
7§§ 10 Wing Inn in King County, Washington a.d used the ficifive
:si 11 rame "D. B. Cooper".
,; RY 5. On or about Cobruery 21, 1672 Bhe ol o e
TEJ 13 w#illiam John Lewis, also known as Jack Lewlis recel el
‘? 14 three hundred dollars from Karl Fleming for .xperc. money.
‘f § 18 €. On or about February 12, 1972 the uelent.av
f% é 16 William John Lewis, alsc known as Jack Lewis received the
;; ; 17 thousand dollars from Karl Fleming and signed w3l Lioums .
;;' 18 recording the payment, one using his true names azd oné u. .
?; ; 19 the fictitious name "Scth Thomas".
;i : 20 7. On or ébout February él, 1972 the aslenw.it
3; 2H William John Lewis, alsc known as Jack Lewls drove .arl
_; 22 Fleming around King County, Washington loolkirg for z secwr
;f 2 place to film the interview with "D. B. Coopex™.
? } 24 8. On nr zbout Tebruary 22, 1872 and rebru.ary 23,
jg'g ff e 197é;kh€‘dééénaén;:bbnaléfgilveéteruMurphxg;pcsing a; the
i “v atieged siicraltl Hi-jewavr "DIB. Cooper® :%““‘““ﬁ" o
} 27 views with Karl Fleming and frauwlulintly "ﬂignssed £Q
28 hi-jacking Northwest Orient Adirlines Fliggz 305 or. Novei.
% 1972.
3 9. On or about February 23, 1972 the defenaunt
3 ponald Sylvester Murphy was photographed posing <o .he
32 alleped alreraft hi-jacker "D, B. Cooper" and diiplayew
€ro anes BF - 1a-eae . i
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i3 1 a copy of three twenty dellar bills in front or in
}4 2 camera.
L6 3 . All in violation of Title 18 U.S.C. Secticr 371.
g 4 COUNT IX
é?; 5 1. The defendants Wi}liam Jonn Lewis, &lso .nown
%; 6 as Jack Lewis and Donald SyléesE;;EMurphy deised ho Lt
gg K and artifice to obtain money from Kari Payne Tiemling 35
;sé 8 fraudulenfly representing the defendant Donzld S; 1w ster
1;% 8 Murphy to be the alleged alreraft hi-jacker “L. E. Joopsy
;?% 10 as more particularly élleged in Count 1 of tnls cco rleine
;gg 'L and all of the allegations of Count I are re.ller: T ans
S; i 1z incorporated hercin as if fully set out in Court
L 13 5. On or about ine 16th cay and the z.%th cir of
f? 14 February, 1972 the defendants William John Lewls, .30 X:o
;? 15 as Jaeck Lewig and Donald Sylvester surphy, h2.ing uCViSCﬁ
?g % 16 and having intended to devise the aforesald sc.ews EYRA
:; 17 artifice %o defraud and to obtain money by meens &
;3 18 and fraudulent pretenses, representations ané pri: .c~ts @l
;; 1 19 unlawfully apd frauduleatly induce Karl Payrne Fle..rng to
:? ? 20 travel in interst;te commerce from Log Angeles Courty,
7? } 2& California to King County, Washington in execaticr of En,
: 22’ af&resaid scheme and artifice to defraud said Karl Foyne
?3 23 Fleming of moéey in an amount exceeding five thou.and
33. 24 dcllars, that ic, forii.-Iive thousand dollars ln cash.
R 25 sl EeduAllignivlolation of Title 18 U.S.C. Section 2314
N 2 24 fnl Soctiem 7 : ‘ R o ~E. h
1 27" !
28 .
29
30
31
32 _5-
9o wes or- 1 e
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The complainant states’ that this complaint is Loeed oo

the copy of three twenty dollar pills bearing serial Umd” .

LSNQOUYéOA, L335297974A, and L20168977A acquired from ¥Xarl

Fleming who states that the copy of the three pillz e
received -(now in the custody of the P.B.I.) wis del’ vered

him by Jack Lewis in support of the.claim fhat Tlomorg wal

interviewing the real ".B, Cooper," which ccpy 28 attanh

hereto as exhibit "A". The original copy has tzen © .ahines

by the F.B.I. 1aboratory in Washington, D.C. ard Lo rmine.

to be fraudulent in that the serial numbers, which i métcf

three numbers from thé ransom paid were superimposed on
twenty dollar bills prior tc being copied.

Further, Jack Lewis axecuted the two recaipits .7

e

thirty thousand dollars attached hereto as ext izt "o

{originali in the custody of the ?.8.1.) in the presc e O

2

3

Karl Fleming and “D.B. Cooper”. Fingerprints 1ifce by}
thése receipts by the F.B.I. laboratory in Washingzon, ©
have been identified as pelonging to William JoLgn Leowis,
Further, movie £ilm and an audio tape of the intervisz
between Karl Flemiﬁg and Donald Murphy, posing as "p,&., T
which took place on the mor?ing of February 23, 1572 oﬁ 2
peach fronting Puget Sound in King County, Washington, ;a“
been viewed and heard by agenis of the F.B.I. perzon.izy

familiar with the deferuints willian Jobn Lewls, 21re kKnow

“as J’éc@“ﬁe%&s‘&éﬁdm‘o‘na,ld Sylvester Murphy; Donald Murphy 3

Liie poaBe. lopiited on f‘?m‘as "D.B. Cooperi“ The irter-
view of February 23, 1972 wag reenvded on mg$ie fiim and

audio tape taken by Neil Peter Reichline ana William Bavr
Kaplan, from a Jocation remote from the point of intervic

at the request of Karl Fleming (originals of the tape

—6-
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recordings, movie film and audio tape are in the custody [
the F.B.I.). Agents of the Federal Burcau of Invosiigatiorn.
familiar with William John Lewis and Donald Sylvestc.* Furpny

have 1listened to tapes, made by Karl Fleming, ¢!

of “D.B. Cooper" and "Seth Thomas" Znd have idernt

voices appearing on the tapes as William John Lew:c and’

Donald Sylﬁester Murphy. - .

Complainant further states .that Karl Flering nas des
interviewed by Special Agents of the F.BE.I. and ha: relatel
the following:

That he, Karl Flemings rlaced an aGv -riiio.o 7
in the Scattle $imes newspuper, ahsiag ot
West Cozct, reguestiag that ineg alie
hi-jacker “D.B. Cooper" contact nhin.
was then a Contributing Editor of lLews
stationed in Los Angeles and the advertisone
his home telephone number and indlcated trev o®
represented a national news nagazine.

On or about February 1, 1972 Karl Flicodn
received two telephone calls from a "Seth 9~
who in subseguent perscnal contacts identili
as Jack Lewis, the caller stating that he kno
identity of "D.B. Cooper" and coull arrange b
interview.

In response to this information Kari Flo.
flew from Los fingeles County, California wao Xi
County, Washington on or aboul February lo, 15~
~and checked into a ground floor room at tht S
Inn which had been reserved for him by Jazk L
alias “Seth Thomas."

v n

introduced nim to "S.B.
‘room through o 51iU.ng patic-ty
LB RLLE. ey o n e ‘ - .
The individuals identifyingTthemselves as "Selh
Thomas" and "D.B. Ccoper" requested forgy five
thousand dollars for the story and dela,
the hi-jacking. The initial payment of
thousand dollars to be paid wher k N
satisfied he vas t=]

instalment in the same amount upon

o
5
3
ot
o
o
o
P
=)

interviews, and a final payment upon publicacici <%
the story.
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¥Setn Thomas" and "D.B. Cooper" agreel to . v
up,B, Cooper! submii to intecrvicws which would L&
taped and photographed after being advisec by #arl
Fleming that Newsweek magazine would not suppo~ thz
undertalking but thal a partner of Fleming's in
Platypus Publications Incorporated would put up
thirty thousand daollars.

On or about February 20, 1972 Karl Fieming
traveled from Los Angeles County, California o
King County, Washingvon with thirty thousand
in cash consisting of an unknown number cf ©ill
tventy, fifty, and one hundred dollar denorinat
He stayed at the Edgewater Inn, in Seattle, Wes
through February 23, 1972 and'gn;erviewed ‘3.C.
on February 22 and 23. -

é

(o]

Karl Fleming wzs furnished the xerox. 2C3
the three twenty dollar bills, allegedly p&ar
ransom paid to "D.B. Cooper"” {(Exhibit “A") &
about February 21, 1972, paild the thirty tno
dollars to Jack Lewis who signed a receipt (T
upvy . Karl ®leming roloted that o oo hawar &
Lhe name "Seth Thomas” pric: o oLty g :
receipt and theat "D Cooper” &pnc
Lewis' disclosure of his true name.

LioThRE

aoon €

s Rwia B

ts

XKarl Fleming a
Jack Lewis on or ab

hl
o

sC
ut
The complainant further states that he believen thas
statements made by Karl Fieming to Special hgents ¢ the

F.5.I. are accurate in that checks of metel, eirlin.  rort.

car, and telephone 01l reccrds corroborate hit stoTr and

pihotographs of W:ll3am John Lewis, also known &t v& ¥ Lewl.

and Donalé Sylvester Murphy nave been icentified vy Moy

Fleming, and other persons, 'as the individuals w

tnemselves "Seth Thomas" and “"D.B. Cooper" resyet

o s

ERTLEE. ST TR SOV S SN

»- CHARLES B. FARRELL . -
- Speciul Agent . .
Federal Bureawger ind -« ...

s
Sworn to before me, and subseribed in my :LeZency

, 1972,

CHiToa CEates Fucisurote

8-
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‘DB coom:a AROSE AT 6 AM. THAT.

" day leaving his wife of 25 years asleep”.
“in fheir ranch-style suburban Seattle

suit, and packed his briefcase with |
the}, tools he would need to carry him
thry yugh this, the most 1mportant day

of His life. .
: oper, age 49, a' baldmg unprepos-
" sesking out-of-work Boeing engineer, had

. - serious than a traffic violation. -

'$2€(I) 000 of the au'lme's money, and the

n 4 year. Every. detall had been care:

rvsoanian

,, o 'LONER!

""ho_ re,, "dressed hurriedly in a dark busi-. e

HE STOLE _,1?_1;,,4;_\/?15

‘ "a heavy sweatshirt, It Id b '
" nefer been arrested for anything more y ! would be cold

v h‘sh;! 3&?:;’;;?{;"% o‘x?t‘;:v :sft lAalsrt: alboots. They could pass as dress shoes, ;

R parachutmg from the plane. :

d" vanish’ as’ xf evaporated He stm

ooper planned the hijacking for more
-plan-—the landmg sxte. the weather,’ 1he7 ;

Y ¢ esearcheg_‘Every step ‘had- been %

iSEU7EVE p‘6'§§’lble
AR

VWiiapl-ing !nd Lo rantionthe T 2! \\l\ﬂ‘d maole (e

At st LA F I gy L7 o

hazardous. %4,%,;.,“' ‘&g” ¥ m %_ 3

,The day 'he chose was perfect: .ﬁainy
overcast and. gusty—whxch would -dis-’
_courage light planes .and hehcopters
from following. And he had chosen this |
day for another reason. It was a holiday.
He had wanted July'4, ‘but’ hadn't been
ablé to get his plan pert‘ected in time.
YHe wanted "a holiday’ because’ p ople
n airports "would be in'a “festive mood
huge. erowds and a lot,‘_.

ERTIE Rt AL

l]\ l) GOT A WA l

PR e
RN ‘\,:

the hijack note. Under his sun he wore

phshed without nppmg achute to pnece )
~Also, this particular daily commuter %
-flight was chosen because of the route*"r
it followed. Cooper chose it after patient="1,%, \ Ax
Zand at the same time could protect his':- 1y studying dozens of aerial maps, - The, The Trlangl ik SERS, .&Z&%‘lf
ankles ‘when he hit the- ground .mer . route, over rural terrain where the land . L. cooper tumeci'(’;fl‘lnterstateSa?Wood
. was hilly, but not too rough, was close ‘ - drove along the
»Makmg Plans id t.enough to a freeway to. make a getaway naca &

i4i.As he:drove, “he” Tistened idly to the possible, It was . _sufficient! L
radio”atid " methodically reviewed “his'‘: <from water and high tenslonl pe‘s,wh_lch
ia- parachutxst always fears and was,;‘e-
ith utw

- that mght when he jumped. On his feet
.he “wore high-topped Western style

ars

iming; the getaway rotte, all the ninute N
details. hé had brooded over With s [id’e'.'!?”d*etm
ule precrsnon for months. He originally™

had ;wanted.to bring in a: confederate.f
iah encioy tape

Qop
-easl of the.t,iny farming
' Center, Yess ‘than five mile

e Ry« e e . Cee s seevtnA b i nd e gsaet
. . AR RNV AN W g ), A




n ;lclpnted-xeveq' rule’pre n
: %ﬂtﬁet’. Ev ‘?hndgwanted g wtn » conredera
: atiwould makelthe ] e
cially if. e»could« iget an accomplice wh
could:-fly &hallco%teh and scgop-him upl

&fp;rtuer mig

4 Ahe.chips. ware

t-Helwas angrdinnry. God

earint. pat.rlo I .eoumry cluh-orlonml
upward-climbing WASP engineer; (bal:
ry: about $25,000 a year) who was :mo:

“vated’ byrtwo th m-* Inﬂcr. and money.

s this: dmcuiu\mgng in: part tor that
rgpq_oi\:g’lz‘ui'wm ulcd pxclusively on;

s
i

i '. o had- st,nhed in lhe briefcas
=0 pull tho Joboofh. two‘cheap hairpieces
cost: $39); an\altxmetpr
. top-watch, a walkieta ’
adjo trammlt}eu. black glovel, dar
""(\yrapcarouud sunglasses, o make:up kit
a foul woathor‘jacket. 2 black cap:. ‘An
replica o( a.bomb~three" red: flares:
the type’ wuce use to "mark: auto-
celdents, - wired, clewrly ‘together: and .
attached to w!m lppoared to. be 8 deto~

Qunaw chief. and-cofupbutmq- &gitar, S
S80I years before vesigning. April; 1o found. ;. WIS
'WMI& wam Newswes R




5
i

eek’

7 9'April 15 to Jound?
.- LA; While with: Newsweek;, he' covered:
 virtdally every significant, civit ights story,
of the turbulent '60s. including. Birming
ham, Selma, Ole, Miss,:. Little". Rack and3
" Watts: He" covered; the’ assassinations of,
. President John F;Kennedy and his brother"
and Medgar. Evers. 'He' was assigned (o™
"'Rhard’ Nivon during the last Presiden.?:
" tial campuaign’ and  has ‘covered Lyndon ™
Johnson, George Wallace, Huben Hum.~
. Phrey, Barry Galdwater and Ronald Rea-: -

ge also reportéd oni'the Charles Man-3

1

s id Jack Ruby trials-for Newsweek-*
" and the trial of Pueblo ‘s'p'y"ship.’captain o
ade contact with a mian who claimed tox
e D. B. Cooper, the only persan ever 1o :
skyjack an_ airliner and get away with
his identity unknown. In'this and the next.
two installments, Fleming tells what hap.
. .o - LR L I

pened, ' . Lo
Copyrikhl v 1972 Platypus Publications .

1
.

™~

" Robert and those of Martin. \L‘u’t‘lierrKinb-:‘.‘,

loyd M. Bucher: Edrly this year, Fleming 7| g

- 1.
nwor oo

. o g - Sl b a3t pate PRI LR L PR
. A aliCE S b S IREANG AW S L RANP T IR o P Ay Y
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K'Z’*?;' ““where he was. “] figured I'would be a le‘i’ i
P#¥: - ini between the clouds, would be abl} to

§ ; mitters and had taken his walkie-talfie’
& & on board with him. Approaching 'the

+ would work: 11 (s g 0t g,

1 "post office lot, parked the car, walked

' ; S ey ‘ ~ o o
CrANMTNCr FROANMTINOr OAOANND TNV O
[ . -

B L LTS R SERE AN

hemitted

pe'piéke. ‘u\b

; tuned to thelproper
. The, transmitters Were

S &

e
“church; he set another ong.in'i|i%:-
beside the road; he left the third g
onie’ {n the trunk.of the car. The places
t,.ment of the three transmitters formdd a:

%, loosé triangle, so that when he received

the signal from all three of themonlhis
" walkie-talkie, he would know precigely

dede %
Wi}

ee the highway and the; lights \ddwn
" there, but I wanted to have that ‘beep;
beep’ signal " in case’ anything*

[
[
b3

Cooper said.” ",

*
T

Little Satire iz 3. :
"Cooper had made practice,runs on ¢ e
. Portland-Seattle flight . a' half-dozen 1.
"times,  checking the terrain, checking |
‘the: compass route, familiarizing ' him.
.. sell with landmarks and on- the fi al ;
™ checkride he had placed his small trafis- By -

% planned jump spot; he concealed ¥ e,';rﬁ
. walkietalkie in a pillow and held the i}
"+ pillow up to his ear. Sure enough, when ;)
:""he‘ was over the right place—and could *
“'see where he was—the signals beganjté’
‘ come in; demonstrating “the’ systém.

©5 " After setting them out on the dayiof ~ir,
. ‘the " hijacking; Cooper returned to the "1

D

.
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along the road to Woodland, went into
a restaurant and had a ham and
sandwich and a piece of apple pie, while
he waited for the Greyhound bus. He .
had already purchased a ticket, to Port.
land, for 90 cents, and had a plane.
ticket from Portland.to Seattle as well.
- On the practice flights, he had used
. several aliases, including Montgomery
and Wright. For the big trip, he chose
the pame D.B. Cooper., .~ = ‘
¢+ It was a little sative, he said. He had
. -worked at Boeing where noise was al

' .4 ways a problem, So he chose the word
% decibels, and took. the Jetter “D" from .

it-And what, hg~llajd;.vwonlq

SOk 018
RIRRAN AR

make more

O . « 3 - 3 PN S L4
SRGIVSRE © R ARAAN ; .

cheese '

L

[T

-

_of the plane. Had there been air mar-

. shals on board, which was happening
.'on some flights, he planned just to sit_

.tight and take a normal flight to Seattle.
" No marshals were on board, however,
80 Cooper took a seat in the extreme

+ left rear of the plane and just waited.
s “I was still safe. I still had the note. I

still had the option just to take & ride.
But I knew this was the beginning. Right

here. All the work that had gone on be-' .
fore, that was just sn accessory, Because °

jnobody knew what 1 was doing. And I!
wasn't doing wrong to anybody, : * =
“0dd as it may. seem, I had
_this; t-when.

prépirledi
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: might not open. But other than 'me,
.body was- endangered. at . gny;
Coopersaid. -~ "+ . .| :
. The crucial flight was about six min-
“utes late leaving. When it was about 10 " conducive to

ut'actually, t
idle conversation. Because.
minutes out of Portland, the stewardess, :: I was very keen, | had to.be very ple¥t.
taking orders for drinks, had worked : I didn't want to get lost in conversation.”
ber way back to Cooper’s seat. When she - : The captain. informed the passengers
asked him what he'wanted to drink,:there was a minor mechanical problen.
Cooper reached inside his.jacket and
handed her the note. It was typewritte;
on plain white paper, and th
‘was plain: 3
case. Iam hijacking this plane.”:
+ The stewardess's eyes widened

_ i &;ﬁ:\(tm '-_Av"\ sk




d a piece ‘of apple pie, whil
r‘the Greyhound bus. H
had already purchased a txcket to Ports:
-'land, for: 90 cents,-and. had a’ plane?;
txcket t'rom Portland to Senttle as Well
e I On the practxce fhghts., he had’ use
-’several alnases, including Montgomeryn
‘and Wright. For the big tnp he  ch
" the name D.B. Coope 3
It was a little satire,
worked at Boeing where noise* was al-
ways a problem. So he chose the: word.:
“decibels, and took the letter “D”.froi
'it. And what, he sald would make mor
noise than a lot of decibels in a barre}? -
' \ Thus “B.” And who makes barrels? A"
"wcooper”. Thus, D.B. Cooper, just th
kind of name a methodxcal minded e
gineer would choose..‘ BRI
@ When the. bus reached Portland at;
about 1:45 p.m., Cooper caught a taxi to A
the afrport, arriving at about 2:15. The “'even see his “bomb" would be the stews .
flight was scheduled to leave at 2:40 p, m."
Cooper strolled around the terminal to’
kill time, then walked du'ectly to the ..
gate, carrying his briefease. He watched
as the check-in line formed, apprehen- °
sive for fear federal agents would be "
at - the gate searching hand luggage.
There were no such agents present, so’
Cooper tagged along at the end of the
line, so he could get a seat at the back

he saidu AHe ha

bad J i
n: some flnghts, he planned just to sit
xght ‘and take a normal flight to Seattle;
No marshals were on board, however.o

0 Cooper took a seat in the; extreme"'

e rear of the plane and’ ]ust waited..

was sull sat'e I still had the note, l
still had the optton just'to take a nde
But 1 knew this, was the beginning. R:ght
\' here, All the work that had gone on be--
fore, that was just an accessory. Because.
nobody knew what I was domg And I.
wasn’'t doing wrongto anybody.: . s
1:0dd as it may seem, I had prepared
for this ‘so long that when it actually
took place, it was just like having a:
dressrehearsal " Coopersa\d whoe,

The Crucial thht co
;. Céoper avoided any weapons-—he ‘said

W

he dislikes guns— and the ~way his plan,
was to go the only person who would

.

“ardess. And she would be “scared to°
: death, and wouldn’t know a real bomb
from anything at all. I could have made "
“it out of paper and she wouldn't have
known any difference.”
. ,“So, what was the worst that could hap-
.. pen? They could apprehend me. Or, if
"1 got as far as putting the plan into mo-
tion, and left the plane with a chute 1
" wasn't familiar with, then the chute

fJ—’Nﬁvm\Df WOO’-‘NMVV\\DPQ’OO'-JN"‘#WOT
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i Cooper said. iy >

" asked him what he wanted to drink,y .

- will be fine and no one will be any’

.. That was the substance,: if not the:"

TSeue e i B g T e e A S Sl B S e

" The crucial flight was about six min: :
“utes late leaving. When it was about 10/
minutes out of Portland, the stewardess, >
taking orders t‘orA drinks, had worked -

" her way back to'Cooper’s seat. When she 'y

" Cooper reached inside his jacket: and _While the FBI: was roundmg 3
handed her the note, lt was typewntten, i money‘ and - pa&achutes. Coope
on plain white paper, “and the messagel, word that when the plane lap
was plain: “I have a bomb in th\s briet‘ - wanted it parked away from the ter inal,_
case. I am hijacking this plane.”s:.;

The stewardess’s eyes wxdened Sur
pnsed"" Cooper said. “Just follow m
-instructions. Exactly! And everythxng,'

from possxble an:bush When |
done, and the: money and parachute :
were delivered. to the plane b%couner, SR
a bus came out, and everyone de laned

_wiser, Just report this to your captain.

verbatim w0rds, of the conversation. . to Cooper’s’ plan and was m 01
For the next two and a half hours, Cooper hls ordermg of four parachutes
and the stewardess were seatmates. He; = i ¢ g
" kept her beside Him and used her as a’ The Order forTwo Fa,
courier to take instructions to the cap: - No one had. pulled this kxnd of s
tain. When the plane reached Seattle “jacking before, so Cooper had had some
and_began circling, . ‘Cooper instructed” careful planning to do. “The one thing -
her to go forward and tell the captain_ 1 had to watch'very carefully. was. the
_ *“to advise Seatac (Seattle-Tacoma Air:’ . chutes. 1 declded to order two co}nplete
port) and Northwest to procure $200,000 < sets. ‘Why? Because if they thought )
in $20 bills and four parachutes, and _was going out-of that plane alone, I,'
have them at the plane.” " -v_*" wouldn't have given you a plugged nickel’
While the plane cnrcled Cooper and for my_chances. Because they wouldn't

the stewardess 'chatted ,“She told me © care if T dropped out and went stralght
K . ’wl . T
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