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Oﬁicé MemorZﬂdum . UNITED sm“.s GOVE)%N ;i

10 -. : DATE: - i ﬂ~ f;;;:
* DIRECTCR, FBI L//g-26-gﬂ \H ///

n/\‘/

ld’f{ TROM ® .5AC, SN DIEGO (26-0) ATTENTION:- CRIME RECORDS Li:

‘ NeS ) -
,SUBJECT:  CARYI, CHESSMAN - - S\
! _ INFORMATION CONCERNING | »

».

CARYL CHESSMAN, whd is under death sentence at San OW\\}} y

© Quentin and whose execution was stayed for-sixty days P

. by recent.action of Governor EDMUND G. (PAT) BROWN of A

.. California, has been very much in the news lately. ; /
A

* Enclosed is a clipping from the "San Diego Tribune" Ejf/m‘
2-17-60 giving the background on CHESSMAN'S crimes. _ Py
It is interesting to note that the article plays up { 47
the fact that CHLS°MAN started his life of crime cs .

a car thief, . (:A

ThlS is being submitted to the Bureau with tne thousht
in mind that the Bureau will want to note this case

in connection w1tb its continuing interest in young
hoodlums who start out as car thieves and advance to .
involvement in more serious and heinous crimes. '
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1 a fantastic criminal case.
" The, thief was Caryl Whit: 4

war ef-f;
‘tarts Life

Of Crime s

Lo T

EDIfOR'S - NOTE" - Coryl
asemgn. who™ énlenm
:Juentin’s death row July 3,
1948, has his eighth date with’
death in the gas chamber Fri-
day, 11Y, years later. What's
the background of the bizarre
cost? What are its most omaz-
ing highlights? Here in o two-
cort series are some of fhe
answers.

3y HAROLD V. STREETER |

SAN QUENTIN () — In
1937, when the United
States was shaking off the
offects of a depression, a
16-year-old boy’s theft of a,
car in Glendaie, drew no:
attention beyond.- a routine
police report. It happenet
all the time. '

But this particolar car
theft was the beginning of

hessman. ] -
¢ Lawyers Used

Now 38, his last date with
death in the gas. chamber

tier

{ stealing.

(N
-~
‘/‘ ‘ 3 -'.
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CONTINVED FROM PAGE 1

three wardens, Clinton
Duify, Harley §. Teets, and
Fred R. Dicksgh.

ing that he'st made more
than §$150,000 in royalties.

u Done so wellfwith ‘his wri(; ‘

Been dunned for back.

taxes “on  income acquired
in the death house. :

Had his first bogk —

“Cell 2455, Death Row" — -

made into a movie.

Baffled a prison system
geared to guard against it
by smuggling out “manu-
scripts of two more, “Trial
by Ordeal” and “The-Face

} of Justice.” s

Cars became a penchant
with him. Before He could
be brought into’ court for
that {irst Glendale car theit,
he stole another. He was
sent to a juvenile forestry
camp. .

Camp Escape '{‘-old

He escaped and resumed
Sent to «Preston
School of Industry, he was
Baroied after eight months

v.as postponed Oct. 21, 1959, ¢
by the Supreme Court of the
United States. ~The con-
demned marauder of Los
Angeles jovers' lanes has:
Beaten off seven-execution
“dates. - : )
Gone-through a half daoz-
en lawyers, .some’ who said
the case‘had.dragged on for-.
so long they cpu.ldn’t stick

with it PR .
Been in death.row under |

and stole another car.

hA year more in Preston,
then parole. and again a
car. thelt.  He served three
months, was released, then
got into big trouble!-

in February, 1941, when
he was 19, Chessman was
arrested with two .other
youths on charges which in-
cluded attempted murder. A
guilty plea to three armed
robberies sent hitm to San

Quentin under schtence of

. He Flees Chino

Transferred to Chino, he
"escaped in 1943 ¢nd plunged
into robbery apg car theft.

Another fowi} years in
prison, then par le in 1947,
preceded the lbvers' lane
terrorism of January, 1948.

On the night of Jan. 22
of . that year, Mary Alice
Meza, 17, was parked in a
car with a young man in
an isolated spot. A car's

* yed spotlight flashed sud-

dealy in their startled faces.
Slaying Threat Reporfed
The gunman said he
would kill them unless the

gir! came with him. He re-’
peated the threat to her out |
-in the darkness when she

protested against demands
she perform an act of sex
perversion. Only when the
gun was pressed against her
did she comply.

The gunman then forced
the girl to disrobe and made
a brutal abnormal sexual at-
tack on her.

Chessman was convicted

in the Nary Alice Meza -

case and also of a similar
crime agalnst another
voung woman. The viola-
tion under California’s Lit-
tle Lindbergh Jaw was held
to be kidnaping for robbery
in which there is bodjly
harm. This is punishable
by the death penaltyr—

(Continued Next Page, Col. 3|
e

16" years to life™™
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] ‘ ) san Francisco €, Californiz . .
| : ' . February 29, 1960 ’
- -
sr. J. kdear Hoover | ‘ : 7
Federal bureau of Invest1patlon C'l'
. 5. Uepartment of Justice b P
washington 25, DI. C. i e
. '" l P +
Dear lir, Hoover; : { -
The enclosed Sermon preached in Grace Cathedral and Yditorial from

The San Francisco Chronicle may interest you.

.
3 i 4

You may recall that we sent you a copy of Dean Bartlett's sermon

L
of Uctooer 20, 1957 on The Moral Climate of the Hation.
This most recent sermon-makes reference to the Caryl Chessman case
20 .

and its impact upon our society.
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A . “REACHED IN GRACE CATHEDRAL, RARCISCO
. T . February 21, 1960
' by The Very Rev. C. Julian Bartlett, Dean

+ + &
2 CCR. 11:30; M“If I must boast, I will boast of the things which show my wezkness,"

2 COR. 12:9 and 10; "but (the Lord) said io me, 'Yy grace is sufficient for you, for my
power is made perfect in wezkness.' I will all the more glzdly tcast of my weaknesses that
the power of Christ may rest upon me. For the sake of Christ, then, I zm content with wezk
neeses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and celamities; for when I am weezk, then I am
strong.* ' ‘

In the world of men, it has been szid that "ihe best defense is 2 good offerise.” This
axiom is very widely accepted, we all know. We apply it to football teazms, to contract
bridge, to the trying of cases in courts of law, to our rmilitary preraredress program, to
almost 211 areas of endeczvor. The concept even has produced theories in psychiatric diag-
nesis where a person with an aggressive behavior patiern is sometimes said to be really
"ccvering up" an inferiority complex,

In the part of the 2nd Letter to the Corinthians, from which our Epistle of the Day
end our texts are taken, St. Faul is deferiding himself and his role of authority. Appar-
ently some self-styled apostles had come to the church in Corinth during St. Pzul's zbsence
and had laid claim to certain authority. St. Paul tzkes his stand with twe goals in mind:
1st, to protect the Corinthians from the usurration of authorily by those false apostles;
and, 2rd, to preserve among them the pure doctrine he ha taught,

With regard to the latter, we are reminded of our Lord's Parazble of the Sover and the
Seeds, which is our Gospel of the Day. The Corinthian Christians have been at least in
part like the plants that grew by the wayside, like those which grew uron the rocks and
among the thorns. St. Faul chides the Corinthians for letting false doctrinz deceive them
-and displace or uproot the teaching he gave them.

But it is principally of the former goal I would have us thirk today: i.e., the manner
in which the Apostle defends himself. We infer easily from the letter that the false
apostlees had bocasted of their accomplishiments, their prowess, as "proofs" of their author-
ity. St. Paul first meets them on their own terms. He declares: (ve. 21 & ff) »,,, But
whatever aryone dares to boast of--I am speaking as a fool--I also dare to boast of that,
Are they Hebrews? So am I. Are they Isrzelites? So am I. ... and etc," He gces on to
recepitulate 211 his credentials and to recount all that he has suffered for Christ's szke,

Thet wzs his "worldly defense." It was = good offense. 1In effect, the Apostle says
he will tzXe a "batk seat” with no one. His credentials and his performance are and have
been 211 that anyone could demand. He is willing to mzich measure for measure with any
felsz apostle. That, I say, wazs his "worldly defense." Tt was 2 good offence, really, for
& challergers to match his credentizls 5 performance.

s point, his argument reminds us of ou ves, it seems tc me, How do we re-
act to challenges which threaten us? Mest of us, I think, mobilize oursslves to mest the
threat measure for measure--by argument, by zggressive action, by "worldly proofs" of one
kind or another. The truth, of course, is that seldom are such offensive tactics rezlly
effectuzl. We do not really and thoroughly defeat the threat and we are left with either
anger or Irusiration-—-or both.

St. Fzul somchow knew this to be so, apparently. Accordingly, he sweeps all that aside
He even called himself a fool for allowing the ergument to proceed on that level: "what I an
saying," says he, "I say not with the Lord's authority but as a fool, in this bezstful con-
fidence; since meny boast of worldly things, I too will boast." (e¢h. 11, vs. 17) But event-
ually, he swespes all thal kind of boasting aside and revezls the secret of life whick he
had found: "If I must boast, I will boasi of the things which show my wzzkness." Of
grestest weakness (to which he repsatediy referred as his "thorn in the flesh") he sa¥
that he przyed three times to the Lord to te relieved. When those prayers did not resu.
its remcval, he saw in this the challenge to throw himself in dependence upon Christ
He reads Jesus' mind and will as saying tc him: "My grace is sufficient for you, {cr
er is msde perfect in weekness.” He goes on, therefore, to affirm a great C@r%siz*n.; Fa-
dox: "I will all the more gladly boast of my wezknesses, that the power of Cnrist qﬁg:fz . ;
uror. me. For the sske «f Christ, then, I am content with weaknesses, insults, “agiéniiS’ ;
persecutions and calamitiles; for when I’ay.feak, then I am strong.” (ch. 12, vs. J7¢ Jb
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moment of Jesu ! arra“p)tlv grea £s, there wzs Gemon
cr of God! Daspite the use of the primary symbol of

is Hcvc feund this the most difficult of sll tenets to live
- s2in in every person's life! E

v will all the mOTC-ila 1y buaat of 1y weaknesses that the pewer of Chirist mey rest
vpon me. " St. Paul hzad found, vn“CU“H his faith in the power of Christ's grace, that his
human power was of very little worth. His best deferse was not a good coffence by the
World's stanczrds, but rather a willingness to be weak that grace nJg.t abuund‘

i3
b

How ifficu‘t we a1l find it to tury our primitive drive to fight back! hHow gifficult
we £ind it o suffcr our own crucifixiorns! Feople often go into their pastors! counselling
TOGIS bltter bezzuse of some injustice they have suffered--or bitter because of some ser-
jous frustrstion in their life., If they only could see in their situstion the opportunity
for grest spiritual growih. In those moments of greztest weakness, of greatest impotence,
beczuse of injustice or frustration they can experience the greztest power of God's grsce!l
Inctead; they so often think they must fight back--ag ainst c]l odds! They cling to that
worldly siznderd: the best defense is a good offense. But where Christ's grace is the diff-
1~d arnd bitterncss or frustration, the cross and the

afford the only way out.
nristizn parzdox is not limited to perscnal crises,
ged of public issues LO eappesr upon the stege of con-
is the figure of Caryl Chescman. Fost thinking Amer-
ustreted by this complex affsir. Now the real issue in
Mary convicted eriminzls have lost their lives with-
.elebre." The real issue in this particulsar case is
izl riocedure., Something is radiczlly wrong some-
en 2 man can il\y in "deatl row" for 12 years and come within
imes withoul g5 hzving been unravelled! This is
conscience and thls is bhe chzllenge vhich is producing embarrass
Frusiraiion! Cur highly vaurted Zmericen judiclal procedure is being
ion. How wili we, the people of —llforri a, respond to this challenge.
e with an ever-incrcasing vigidity in procedure and thus overcome our
C“ will we seize t*e mo;cnt of our greatest weaknsss in
over-hanling with humzne concerns the whole
s thot grase mey abound? "For when ve are week,

rrofit you ard I could recelive from this pre-Lenten ¢hi lenten segson is
ic levels the irplicatiors of the Faradox of the Cross! How do you face
L4 ne instlis, the hardships, ithe czlemities of life? Do yo fight back by
ti nderds of the world? ' eve that Cirist's grace is sufficient
for thal povier € i 1 "beasted" of his weakness
in cr thet sewer of Christ co e e ask the outcome of the con-
{roversy in the Corinthisan Cnnrch° 24 found th i of life worth living--the
jife lived urdar the Faradox of the Cross!
Yezr the stirring woerds of Elle Viheeler Wilcox in her "“"Poems of Experience:V
tPousing a momery day was dene,
Vrhile ret € scintillant with light,
I bezclwar T rcx vzlley, plzin and height,
At dintlervels, 1ife path had run,
Reose cross on cross; end nailed upon each one
Was my dezd self. And yet that grussome sight .
Lent sudden splendou! o the ;alllng night,
Showing the consuests that my soul Liad won.
risi tzrs 1 locked and cried,

I yesr on year re-born
to joy more great,
zen Lluc1f1ed,

r
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\]L Y LITTLE of the astonishment caused by the
Ty ieve of Caryl Chéessman last Thursday has
been eleared up or modified, for most Califernians,

by Governor Brown's statcment about it

- "The Leg:s!;i:nc quite clearly does nol wel-

come his der\\ ing back info its hands an issue

dispesed of 2 year ago when it vefused o impose
NOTats

s Brown did, nom {he preponderance of his cor-
'ccp':;o.on\e calling for clemency for Chessman,
12t the majorily of zople favor an end lo capital
is 197 z long leep in logic and
staue wall. Polls of opinion,
¢ie Poll of last kplmg

e zainst abolilion of capital
: punnhment GO no( appoar {o bear out his behef
2 that {he public is with the abolitionists.

by . Brown's second excuse for granting his re-

phidve was the Ruboliom telegram {rom the State
Depariment telling what President Eisenhower
miight be up sgzinst in Monievideo if the execution
were carried oul. We believe most peo'ﬂc Jom
Senator Fuibright. chairmen of {he Senate Foreign
. Reiauont Cormmﬂee. in finding it “very disturb-
: mg thal American justice can be “pressured by
incipien{ mobs of students in a small Latin Amer-

; jcar country,” students whose preswmptuousness

is probably eoua‘ded onl) by their ignorance of the
Che»n an <ase.

1s the stalus of American sociely so insecure,
many peome hxe lately asked themselves, as 10
be swerved from justice by considerations of its
pubiic relations effects? Are we so fearful of
o R PRV . g ?
werid opinion that. © _Cigesep our own lf‘ s

- Governor Browl.. whaose conscience as anh op-
B ponent of capital punishment has been weighed

down by the Chessman case, seemed only {oo eager .

o ‘have the State Deparimen{ provide him with
3n excuse for stonping the march of lawful proc-
esses. The Rubottom felegram’s inteniions have,
however, never been made ciear. Was it or
.wasn't it a White House request o keep the coast
clear while the President was on {our?

orium on the death penaily. To assume,




B can maesle

might be up against in ’e' video if the execution
were carried out. We tieve miost people join
Senator Fuibright. chair; .} of the Senate Foreign
Relations Comnnt‘ee m\fmdmd it “very disturb-
ing” that American justice can be “pressured by
mc'p'eut mobs of students in a small Latin Amer-
ican eountry,” students whose pres: lmptLossne%
is probably e«iualled only by their ignorance of the
Chess'na-i case.

Is the status of American aoc.euv so insecure,
many one have lately asked tncr*hewes as to
be swe..ea from justice by considerations of ils
pubiic relaiions effects? Are we so fearful of
wor'd oginion that™ =idsgtep our own ’a“ s?

- Goveraoyr Brow‘,, ~hose conacxence as an op-
ponent of capital punishment has been weighed
down by the Chessman case, seemed only oo eager
to "have the State Department pxowr‘o him mtn
an excuse for stopping the march of lawful proc-
esses. The Ruboitom teiegram's infentions have,
however, never been made clear. Was it or
wasn ‘tit a White House request to keep the coast
¢! ea: while the President was on tour?

1t secms to us that the Governor had no war-
rant whatever for repri evu ng Chessman to ailow a
restibmission of the capital punishment issue {o the
Legislature, and that 5o far as the State Depart-
ment te! ff: am goes, he should have issued me”e‘v
a briel, 24-hour reprieve in order to find out if
the {elegram e\pt Vssed a geauine presic »g:‘«‘ &l
desire for a halt of the execution.

As things stand. the issue is in confusion. the
processes of Iaw in Death Rﬂ are at a standsiill,
and man; citizen tely enbaudx:“d at the
pass of affairs. That Chessinan himself, his atfor-
nevs and the more det* rmined opponents of capi-
tal punishment, among whom is Governor Brown,
do it share {his COHCQ! does not lessen its acute-
ness. :
Chessman has been given every opporiinity
to plirsue the due process of law; he has success-
fu;-v carried on a delaying action for 11 ye
%me think this a hmwsiue of justice; others con-
der 11 anev idence of how scrupticus our sys tem
1s tn give the individual his due. But if it is
e w’ arnd unusual” process, it could have ‘*es:
made less cruel and unusual at any time by the
excetition of the defendant, Pfesd‘ma’;, he is satis-

th

0 h
1\.‘

fleCl to have h;s 11 years strung oul by another.

60 days.
L
And what now? How dows the Governor get
out nf the situ at on mﬁ‘ wil] exist after the Legis-
laiore daclines, as '10 doudt 1t will, to abo.x ‘z csp-
i il ene? Will he enforce the law of the
0

tnd @ pow be sis for rnpz eve

pital punishment’s
for a vote of the
te is to avoid further
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THE FOREIGN SERVICE ‘
st  OF THE )
" UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
Amarican Fabsss A4
~ . Paris 8, Fiaace . ' v

Date: = jarch 22, 1960 v | o

~;>?0; Tirector, FBI R

e ]

NFORMATION CORCERMIFG

l.l)
t Tt
raLae Sreneh £sgoc LG 5 UG snn
4 called st tre Paris Office. N
. » " H .
< She advised that she ha3 done conaidaira
‘n Frence 2ad in the Taited States for the cnuﬁ' )
CHESSHAN and to eliminate capital punishment.
“she has personnlly contacted an Assistant Secrcbapsy
nd Governer BROWN of Galifornia resapd L
She vrag vesrensible Torfoivealatin o natibs e Pavia, -
to thie'last date zeat for the execution of CiEs UN“A, wnich
petitidh was forwarded to the Governor of 0slifdornia. 3Ihe
chated that hee cyvgrniation inkesds to 15 ever ™l ] A
to disgdursse the ex cution of CHESSMAM between ovw and the
noxt-‘P*v sst for is pxecutaon. The stested that there iy
sumc iq§100tion that if CHESSHAN should change his plesa frem .
"notToulTty " to "sulilty" that he wonuld not bhe \anun:ved tn .
deatly. <She requcstvd ddvicn as to-the correcinae: of this
titnmen* ' .
$he was advised that the [egal Attach
omoetent to comment .ou -this goint and has -o "
or nuthorltJ whats soever, in the CHYVSSMAWN case. . : S )
thaf, the CHESSMAN cese"{s counletuly an aflfairp of t“; ute of S
California and that the Fed eral Governiient hasx no power o A
authority to intervene in any way. :
»

. ..<ie stated that she thoroughly uuder
and. i3 .cr-lv seeking tec intesl advice. >hﬁ
referred to an Amerlcan Bttorney*in',ar BT

"‘;’ . //' i
2 Bur(-qu—'lcffwl’? . RN s WA

. ’ e d L..L ...L.._-;-.
7144-}' Paris nmﬁ.w(llo REC- 14 / /
"w”°’"a" ' '//ur va 0-7 OO AR 24 1969

2MAR3801960 é}’“/""."' 37 Py —

’U?Oﬁi (0“
o A )
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jecine in Faris.

i to refer her to snother attorney wno could

, °BI | Farels 22, 17°C

. ws of the Ftate of Californ’s or who =y he O

Lion.

This 1s furrishzd for record
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- _ERAL SURCAT OF NVTSHGATHe . .

) _ }:‘: } 0. 3. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE - ~ - () . \ﬁffi?gﬁy/
CGW\wNwA‘luds SECTION il . . « Mr, Parsohs
. . 0 ' Mr. Bolmonit—__
AR 17 1960 o / v sa‘sﬂ*:f;véf
. .TELETYPE ,‘,/
<. ) i Mo Protter. )
‘ - My, W.C.Sullivan’
URGEV-T » _ _ . \ ©Mele. I
N 3-17-60  4-27 .FM PST PAL { ste. Tngram
TOIRECTOR, FbI - ’i————JZMXSS ez
. .‘ ' ) -/\
‘ B - 3 1/ ; YA y
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FROM SAC, SAN FRANCISCO  &4-~408 2 PG (/

CARYL CHEQSMAN, MISCELLANEOUS INFO CONCERNING. REPHONE CALLS FROM SAN
FRANCIQCO TC ASSISTANT DIRECTCR DELOACH MARCH SIXTEEN AND SEVENTE LN,.
SIXTY. FILE OF CHESSMAN AT SAN QUENTIN REFLECTS EUREAU IS IN
POSSESSICON OF COMPLETE IDENTIFICATION RECORD OF "CHESSMAN UNDER FBI NO.-%
ONE THREE FIVE THREE THREE SIX ZERO. IDENT RECORD SHOWS DATES AND
PLACES OF ALL ARRESTS AS WELL AS CHARGE AND DISPOSITION IN EACH CASE.

IT HAS BEEN DETERMINED THAT CALIFORNIA YOUTH AUTHORITY HAS NO RECORD .
PERTAINING TC .CHESSMAN INASMUCH AS YOUTH AUTHORITY NOT ESTABLIOHED IN
CALIF. UNTIL NINETEEN FORTYONE. RECORDS OF PRESTCN SCHCOL OF INDUSTRY,
IONE, CALIF. NHICH IS NORTHERN CALIFORNIA JUVENILE DETENTION INSTITUTION

-

CONSISTS, SOLELY OF THREE BY FIVE CARD 'AND THEIR-FILE ON CHESSMAN HAS

.
AT

BEEN DESTROYED. INSTANT THREE BY FIVE CARD REFLECTS "OMLY FOLLOWING' t~
INFORMATICN" CHESSMAN WAS CO"!MITTED AT AGE SIXTEEN ON SEPT. SIX, T.HIRTY-.»

SEVEN FOR AUTC THEFT. ON APRIL NINE, THIRTYEIGHT, THE FOLLOUVING y -~
REC: 48 ¢/ AT
NOTATICN_ WAS PLACED ON CARE QUOTE ORDER OF COURT UNQUOTES 4?'1'5- MTICN,

S—
FROM FOLLOWIN(' OTHER DATA ON CARD INDICATES THAT THIS WAS 7 HAQZGB‘&T%GSEO
1 <dissg

FROM ?RESTON ON THIS DATE BUT RECORD DOES NOT INDICAZI"E WHI-:"FT"R

END PAGE ONE-, 3.7 e
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PAGE TWO ., i o : -
DIQCHARCE WAS DUE TO A PARGLE OR COMPLETION OF SENTENCE. RECORD FURTHER
INDICATES THAT ON JUNE EIGHTEEN, THIRTYEIGHT, CHESSNAN WAS RLCONMIlTED
TO PRESTON 'BY ORDER OF COURT, REASON NOT STATED. RECORD ALSO REFLECTS
HE WAS PAROLED FROM PRESTON ON JUNE THREE, THIRTYNINE AND WAS DISCHARGET
FROM PAROLE ON FLBRUARY ONE, NINETEEN FORTY. FILE OF CHESSMAN AT ,SAN
QUENTIN, WHICH IS.COMPLETE RECORD OF ACTIVITY SINCE NINETEEN FCRTYONE
SHOWS CHESSMAN PAROLED-ON_ONLY ONE OCCASIOM SINCE FORTYONE. THIS -
WAS PAROLE ON DECEMBER EIGHT, FORTYSEVEN TO LOS ANGELES.COUNTY; .
CALIFORNIA, PAROLE OFFICE. PAROLE WAS SUSPENDED ON JANUARY TWENTYNINE,
FORTYEIGHT FOLLOWING cszshAN-s ARREST BY WHITTIER, CALIFOENIA, PD
AT REQUEST OF LOS ANGELES PD ON JANUARY TWENTYTHREE, FORTYZIGHT.
FOLLOWING THIS ARREST ME WAS TRIED AND CONVICTED IN LOS ANGELES

AND ON JULY THREE, FORTYEIGHT WAS RETURNED  TO SAN QUENTIN PRISON .
ON THE NUMEROUS CHARGES. WHICH CONSTITUTE HIS LAS CONVICTICN AND ON -
WHICH DEATH SENTENCE WAS GIVEN, ABOVE INFORMATION .IS ALL AVAILAELE

IN THIS DIVISION ON PARbLES‘AND REVOKATION OF PAROLES THROUGH
PRESENTLY EXISTING RECORDS. ALL INFO WAS DISCREETLY OETAINED FROH
ESTABLISHED SOURCES AND BUREAU-S INTEREST WILL NOT BE REVEALED. LA
ADVISED BY AM, '

END AND ACK PLS. o .

1-35 PM OK 45 wa Ram  CC - PELIsCH -

TU DISC PLS
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Transrit the foilowing in . e ](E
i ~ (Type in plain text or Coée) : L I N

. ) o { :d lw W e
Via AIRTEL _ AIRMAIL . —¢ Mir. Ingram R
i : (Priority or Method of Mazlmg) ¢ Miss Gandy_... T °
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TO -: Director, FBI1 ATTN: Assistant Dir. C, D. &= Arorpre

FROM : - SAC, San Francisco (64-408)

CARYL CHESSMAN R
MISCELLANEOUS INFO CONCERNING

ReSFtel to Bureau dated 3/17/60

Enclosed for the Bureau is a copy of a-:cumulative case

summary of CARYL CHESSMAN, which is maintaiped ai San Quentin 4=
“ Prison, Calif, It will be noted that this record contains the
-/ arrest record of CHESSMAN, the circumstances of the offenses .

involved . in his adult criminal violations, the proceedings at
S the sentencing .of CHESSMAN, social data concerning CHESSMAN
4 taken from the Probation Officer's report, his social history
prepared at the San Quentln Prison by the psychiatric social
worker, a neuropsychlatrlc report on CHESSMAN, his medical
history and comments concerning him by the warden and chaplain at
San Quentin.

This data is being furnished to the Bureau for its .
1nformat10n and was obtalned on a confidential basis from San (=~| "
Quentin Prison. \r-
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TO s Ir. Hoover - PELRCORAL _ DATE: 3/ 15/6 A F e DZ g
. . yp IRRNEY
FROM iv Aucrbach ' L : ¢/

G a/“f’ . e *

SUBJECT:- "T‘MLL" IS A ”ID" 4 ' )/

et

. Tele, Joom.
- Mrohgmeme——

. INFORMATION "CCHCERINING - 4 3fiss Genty |

PROSPFUCTIVE BOOX BY CARYL CL*"*‘" AN

. .~ I thought you mlnht like to Imow an interesting :L’ac:ctE l
thc \,hessman case : - -»-m-««!-’
* T Ry Vias min, o - R\’rln O Lraded v EN E AN
. e u/(b\— e, NI 1 ALLAEJCHQ /
~ I have been informed that convicted 1110r \,:ny.~ Chesomch # /,.«»’s’_»' )
has reccently completed a jiew Dbook entitled as above. It is being '§’~..5'“"'

’ published by one JulispZfiiessner whose place of’ bu.:;lﬂGSS is unknown, .
l witih the Agent representing Chessmar in the salc of the booi as '__f; ey
Joscph/ﬁo igstreth of Richsiond, Indiana. " Ay

- 2 - ot ‘k'“

. - . ) N - aeee m 'I . 4"

it is to be_noted that Loagstrcti, ::ccc“dlng L — ~ Q’]i
~oi‘ San Cuentin ¥rison, was invoived in 2’
prcvious iuvestigotion to determine the meaus b" which other manuscripts

. R — N . - . ’
7
4

prcr)arcd by Chcssman were'smugglcd in oad out of San Cueantin State .
Frison. Ofi’lca.als believe Longstreth was directly responsibie for
O
this, tte .
Further, it is understood that Rosalic Asher, Zhessacn's o

! .wyer, bookkecper and financial adviser, aloag with Longstreta .
l " N N ? L> : ) o~ H

are presently in Iollywood conierriug with movie stucio sceprosenta- é?/‘,
l tives to make o motion picturc predicated on the bcol:.— has

confidem tially advised that the nﬂnu...cript *io already in tac hands of

the publisher and is supposed to be releas to the »nublic in the _
immediate futurc. IHowever, they are act ‘.,Jie to adv‘ise as to the .
A contents or general theme of the book. REC- 1374 - 7770 - ‘J %
H ¢ - ’ N i}
E P 2 ' -
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. Mem oran abbm Callobun — —--.

1o : DeLoae}fa ‘ paTe: March 23, 1960 -

Delogch m—n

.y N‘ FROM = M. A !J;(\)ne\i \\

SUBJECT: CARYL WHITTIER CHESSMAN

-

O There is attached a detailed memorandum setting out the backcrround
of Caryl Chessman; a summary.of the legal developments in his case.and a detailed
analysisof his-criminal record’ w1tn particular attention being paid to all instances

wherem Chessman received pardles. S
. ) ot

In compiling this information, we have checked all available sources.’ /
The sourées included Chessman's FBI identification record, which is under /- ¢
FBI #1353360; records. of San Quentm Prison in California where Chessman is.
confined; available records at the Preston School of Industry, Ione, California,
where Chessman was confined in the late 1930's and which is the Northern California
Juvenile Detention Institution. We have also reviewed the flood of recent public
source material on this case including the current feature story in the March 21, ‘
1960, issue of "Tlme" magazme .
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‘” - Mr. Callatan—— |
CARYL WHITTIER CHESSMAN, aka, Carl W. Ir. f‘),._[l,m:h—'_i
. [*Chessman, Carol Whlttlenrﬁhessman, N B ooy

_Carol W.":Chessman Caryt W.°Chessman, {*  “=4 ...
" Caryl Wh1tt1er Chessman _ T .

l\ . '. o e

BACKGROUND OF CHESSMAN:
{
Caryl Whittier Chessman was born May 2‘7 1921, at St. 5oseph——4———-
Michigan, as Carol Chessman. He was the only child b01n to Whltt1er amd
Hallie Chessman. He attended school in Los Angeles and completed the twelfth
grade in high school. Prison recexds reflect that he is of the Baptist faith but
has never attended church regularly.

i.

P
i
t

On 8-8- 40 he marr1ed one Lucy Gaylord in Las Vegas, Nevada. |,
‘This marnage has now been dissolved. Chessman has never served in the rmhtary
service, : ; . .-

Chessman has been confined to the death row in San Quentin Prison in -
.California since 1948 awaiting a sentence of death for kldnapmg - robbery.

Durmg this 12-year period, his fight to avoid execution has become
known throughout the world and is currently serving as a focal point for those advocating
the abolishment of capital punishment. Chessman has studied law while in prison and
has personally handled many of his appeals and other legal maneuvers.

Chessman reputedly possesses high intelligence, and in one test given
to him, he achieved an intelligence quotient of 172 and was rated a " enius, "

Whﬂe confined to San Quentin, Chessman has written several books
concerning his case. The manuséripts for these books were smuggled out of the N
prison in some cases by his attorneys. Perhaps the best known of his books is
""Cell 2455 - Death Row" which was a "best seller, ' and it was -subsequently made
into a movie. His other books are "Trial by Ordeal," vThe Face of Justice' and
i "Obsession.' The last named, ac¢ording to "Time" magazine, 'is a novel which was -
first pubhshed in Europe and is sgheduled for publication in the United States next month

-

CHESSMAN'S CRIME:

»

. In January, 1948, Los Angeles Police were baffled by a bandit
described as "'"completely heartless" who, in a 20-day period, comm1tted numerous .
robberies ‘and sex atrocities. :

<

. During this crime spree, the criminal became known as the "Red Ligh.{'
Bandit" because of his method of operation. Posing as a policeman with a flashing

COPIRSHE Lf - T
\82 IL-S&&ORD; e A s
0 F—dAfi— L_‘.._!gsz Vet .
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red light attached to his ca.r, he would accost couples in "lovers lane' areas and rob
and ; °>’u.;.l; molest his female vmtnns. . . .

There follows a detalled account of the crimes committed during this
‘ period, all of which ultimately. Were charged to Chessman

1-3-48 .- Robbery of a shoe store. .
. 1-13-48 -. Theft of an.automobile )
~ 1-18-48 - Robbery of a man who was driving along a highway
1-18-48 - . Robbery of a man parked in an isolated area with
" L a woman companion
1-19-48 - ~° Robbery of a man parked in an isolated area with a
woman companion; robbery and kidnaping of the
- woman and sexual perversion against her.
1-20-48 - - Attempted robbery of a man and girl parked in an
_ : * - isolated place;
1-22-48 - - “  Attempted robbery of a man parked in an isolated
e place; kidnaping of his female companion; B
# - attempted rape of this girl; and sexual perversion
against her. This is the 17-year-old child who,
suffered a complete mental breakdown following
the indignities heaped upon her by Chessman and
R who is still confined to a California mental
s+ institution
1-23-48 - Robbery of the owner of a clothing store; robbery
of the clerk; kidnaping of the store owner with
bodily harm; and kidnaping of the store clerk."

; It was the two kldnap cases on January 19 and 22 which resulted in the .
ideath sentence for Chessman. Complete details on the crimes committed by
Chessman durmg his 20-day rampage are contained in a summary prepared by
San Quentin Prison authorities which was obtained by the San Francisco Office on a
confidential basis from San Quentin and forwarded to the Bureau by airtel 3-18-60.
Details of these crimes are not bemg mcluded in this memorandum in view of their

obscene nature.

- o

LE

THE LEGAL BATTLE: .

~ . Following his arrest and conviction on 17 charges growing out of the
20- day crime spree in January, 1948, Chessman was sentenced to death and on
July 5, 1948, was received in the death row at San Quentin Prison.

On 12-18-51, the death sentence was first .confirmed by the California-
Supreme Court and Chessman's application for rehearing was denied. The original
execution date was set for 3-28-52. On 2-19-52, the California Supreme Court granted
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the first stay of execution for Chessman pending final action on his bid to the United
States Supreme Court for review. ‘

- P

This was the first of eight reprieves from death he has received to date.

. On March 31, 19'52, Chessman's application to the Supreme Court cf the
United States for"a review of his.case was denied. -

"The foregoing steps represented Chessman's opening maneuvers in his
} 12-year fight to avoid execution.,” In that period, he has carried over a dozen petitions
to the United States Supreme Court.plus numerous writs and petitions which he has
! poured into lower courts. One of:these petitions, a request for a "writ of habeas
corpus" was written by Chessman in pencil and delivered to the court on 11 shests of
toilet tissue. :

MOST RECENT DEVELOPMENTS:

Chessman was scheduled to die on 2-19-60.

"~ On 2-17-60, the-C:ailifornia Supreme Court voted 4 to 3 against granting

Chessman clemency. On the same day, the United States Supreme Court turned down *
his appeal. ' '

! Ten hours before the 10 2. m. , 2-19-60 execution date, Governor Brown
lof California granted Chessman a stay of 60 days. '

{ May 2, 1960, has now been set as the date of Chessman's execution.

In granting the stay of execution on 2-19-60, Governor Brown claimed -
that his decision was influenced by a telegram he received from the United States
State Department. This telegrarﬁ pointed out that the American Ambassador in e
Montevideo, Uruguay, had been advised by the National Council of the Governmen: I |
Uruguay of its great concern over anticipated hostile demonstrations by student elemest:
and others.when President Eisenhower visited Uruguay 3-2-60 if Chessman was to be
lexecuted. (It is noted Chessman.was reprieved and President ‘Eisenhower, neverthelese
was greeted by certain hostile demonstrations in Uruguay. ) :

Uruguay, however, was not the only country wlich protested Chessman's
planned~execution, Brazil expressed concern and petitions with thousands of signatures
were received from many countries requesting mercy for the condemned man.
Editorials criticizing the execution appeared in newspapers in almost every country

|in Europe. In the United States, there were demonstrations of protest and telephone .
calls, letters and telegrams poured into Governor Brown's office.

. : . -3 -
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At the time he announced the stay of execution, Governor Brown
indicated he would ask the California State Legislature, in special session, to ,.
abolish capital punishment. Govenor Brown has expressed his personal opnosition
to such punishment. : ' . :

Immediately followmg the stay of executmn, Chessman sent a-7000~ ..
word letter to the Governor, which was delivered by a California Highway Patrolman,
in which Chessman stated he is willing to die if it would ease the way for the abolition
of cap1ta1 pumshment

In connection W1th the growing crescendo of those who desire clemency
l for Chessman, "Time's" story points out that following Governor Brown's stay of
execution and wh11e the California Leglslature was in session conducting its hearing
& on capital punishment, an auto caravan pulled into Sacramento bringing 384 University
10f California faculty signatures on a petition urging abolition of capital punishment.
A rodeo rider, billed as a "minuteman, ' rode a horse from San Francisco to
Sacrameénto picking up save-Chessman signatures. An unemployed schoolteacher namet
Norbert Nicholas went on a save-Chessman hunger strike. Demonstrators picketed __
the California Cépitol Building carrying signs “'stop institutionalized murder".and "love,
not hate." A song has been written and released nationally called "'The Ballad of ]
Caryl Chessman" which contains the mornful urging, "Let him live, let him live, let
him livel™ This frenzy has spread across the seas and in the Netherlands, a
recording in Dutch called *'The Death Song of Chessman'" has become popular. An
Argentina newspaper has called the Chessman case 'the most terrible case that has -
faced the world in recent history."

PRIOR CRIMINAL RECORD:

‘ In July, 1937, Chessma.n, who was then’'16 was arrested by Los Angeles~
police for burglary and auto theft In August, 1937, prior to sentencing on this charge,
he escaped from custody while undergomg a med1cal examination. He was arrested ¥
shortly after this escape in the act of robbing a drugstore.

On September 6, 1937, he was committed to the Preston School of
Industry as a result of this arrest. Currently available records at that school disclose
that Chessman was released 4-9~3%7 by “'order of court.' The record does not indicate
whether this release was due to parole or upon completion of sentence. Some .
newspaper accounts have reflected that Chessman was actually released on . parole at

this tinre.

, In May, 1938, he was again arrested for burglary and auto theft. On -
6~-13-38, ‘he was sentenced to Preston School of Industry and was recommitted there-
on 6-18-38, On 6-3-39, he was paroled. Preston records disclose that he was

dlscharged from this parole on 2-1-40,

s
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However, in November, 1939, Chessman was arrested by
12z ! vgeles polive as an automobile thief. A California judge was impresscd -,
by Chessman's plea on his own behalf to the effect that he was filled with ' 2 sense
of repulsion at all things, criminal, including myself for having become insnarea in
the brutal grip during my formative years."- Chessman was placed on probation at
this time. . T -
. In February, 1941, he was arrested for robbery, kidnaping -and grand
theft. After being found guilty, he was committed to San Quentin to begin serving a
term of 5 years to life. In May, 1943, he was tranferred to the California Institution
for Men at Chino, California. In August, 1943, he escaped from this institution but
was apprehended shortly thereaftér at Glendale, California. He was returned to
San Quentin in January, 1944, after having been found guilty and sentenced to.
additional jail terms for offenses committed while he was an escapee. In August, 1945,
he was trafisferred to the State Prison at Represa, California. On December 8,” 1947,

he was released on parale.

——

' While_on parple, he undertook the vicious spree which led to his arrest
iby Los ‘Angeles police on January 23, 1948, on suspicion of robbery.. He was
ultimately tried and convicted on 17 of 18 charges which included burglary, sexuai -«
perversion, kidnaping for the purpose of robbery, attempted robbery, and attempted
rape. His conviction of these charges resulted in the death sentence for two

kidnapings for the purpose of robbery.
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P’ ATTCRNEYS FCR CCNLEMNED CONVICEFAUTHOR LA YL _CHESSMAN TODAY WIRED THE..
ICALIFCENIA SUPREME CCURT ASKING FCR A NEW STAY CF EXECUTION WHILE. .
thEESMAh S CASE IS APPEALED TC THE U.S. UUPDEM COURT FOR THE 16TH o

THE MCVE WAM MADE BY ATTCRNEYS A.L. WIRIN, CHIEF COUNSEL FGR THE
AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES UNICN IN SCUTHERN CALIFCDRIA, AND RCSALIE
ASHER CGF SACRAMENTO, CALIF. . °
; WIRIN SAID HE cC{!Gl—.'f A NEW, STAY CF EXECUTICN FRCM THE CALIFCRNIA :
JCURT CN GRCUNLS THAT THERE ARE "CUBQThhTIAL FEuEDAL QULSTICLS" TC BE )
UECILFD BY THE U.S. HIGH COURT IN CHESSMAN'S CASE
- WIRIN SAID HE WCULD FILE A NEW APPEAL WITH THE UseS. CCURT MONLAY TC
!REVILW THE CALIFORNI'A SUPREME CCURT'S DENIAL LAST TUESDAY CF [

et s

CHESSMAN'S LATEST PETITICN FCR A WRIT OF HABEAS CCRPUS.
. . , - ' L/15--EG254P

7 " ; i
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FROM :  SAC, SAN FRANCESCO (6L-L0B) / f<\ )<
Ao QUAAREE

SUBJECT:  CARYL CHESSMAN =
MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATION CONCERNING
REPORTED PLAN OF ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT EISENHOWER

e

. T .
1 . Re Legat Bonn cablegram to the Bareau dated l/2/60 A
regarding reported plan of assassination of President Eisenhower, / 2
IS - Algeria, wherein it was claimed that the Governor of California
has been notified and that the Warden of San Quentin (Prison) nould
" receive a notice of the planned assassinatione
Enclosed for the Bureau is an envelope, newspaper article”
in the German language stapled to a sheet of paper and a tran.alatlon
of the article intg English, (TIdentity of the translator not kno C
vhich was obtained from -W'n ‘é/]

. % Taunr. &

* The translation captloned "Attempt or plot upon EISENHGIERM i

is pre dlcted to occur .during the summit conference in Paris, France

by thXAlgerian Freedom Movement. The article refers to CHESSMAN \:\

(CARYL)Nndicating the Algerian Committee has decided to destroy

EISENHOWER should CHESSMAN's sentence not be reduced to 15 years. \
(A
b \‘

N
»,7

" 2-Bureau (Enclse 3) (aM)

2-San Frangcisco = | | .
(6L~k5650) -
(105~new) (Alger:.an ‘ACthltleS)

'.-zg“d. : REC- 48 ‘;Uz‘ //( -

. #12 /s Lot e Dy
e ’ 2%
IS . Ul
[ ./'O%\\” — - to PR 20 0 '
‘&C\’_ - . S -
-4
n ’ o ' .
1 .
. ) ) 4 .
S e




. . . - . e . . .
$ . , - 3 e » 1
' 1 :
PR . - . . . . .
3
[N \.‘
- M H
A}
-l

N e o . . som cam e
P Poo 4P fY L. : R e
. .ft*-": e
AR
-
A -

.. - *
PR N

ian Freedom Mouvemens
Because of Chessmann!

—— — —— —— —————— T — W T — . o T

Incloset scribe because of murder case!l
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é © 4#"#PT (or plot)- upon Eisenhower is Predicted.

RASTATT -- A mysterious note to the criminal Police Dept.

in Karlsruhe indicated that an attempt to harm the President

Dwight HEisenhower is plottéd during the Summit Conference in

Paris. s

. e

The writer also stated that a bomb will be resorted

to to accomplish it. ‘ . .
. The note wWas mailed out of Rastatt, the source, tinc

Algerian Freedom lMovement.

‘a -

.

'Thousanus.of erg-shaped hand grenades, 100 (automatics)

]
machine_gistols and many hundreds of pistols, out of a stock-
pile originally bélonging to the Wehrmacht (German Aruay)
including ammunition, being at disposal in order to extinguisﬁ.
the life of the American President.’ |

All above mentioned word for word in said note.

‘ At the same time the question arises why should the
- £ w . MR
. German authority be possibly involved ‘or accused, the answer .

to that, the writer of that note states with the fact that the

people concerned are in a state of war with France at nrasent,
ehe °

. also taking the occasion to ridicule the U.5.A. .
pis R . : 3y v : .
i »~ It is further emphasized no bad thoughts or feelin;s

are intended. arainst Germans this being the reason why suca a .,
'

note was dirccted to them.
]

a

- Therefore no narm should come to them in casc Sisenhower

is attacked.

. ——

'-. . ‘i,,.-» i,-"u " - "".- .
. Lot pf;’ (‘."‘_,.’ f‘ . L .
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The Police Dept. in Karlsruhe is-advised to do something

in order to see to it that all Germans get out of Paris during

the Summit Conference.

Finally referring to Chessman, the secret Algerian

.Committee has decided to destroy iisenhower.cven if it means
‘the consequences of suffering losses of its own, should
" Chessman's'sentence not be reduced to 15 years. .-

co

A copy was sent to the Editor "Badiscehn Tagblatt®,

3

etC. ) etc. L]
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Afttentat auf Eisenhower angckiind gt
RAS AT'I‘ (Eig. Berichl) — Ein mysterjoses
uchrex en an die Kriminalpolizei in Karlgruhe
«dindifte am Donnersag ein Attentat auf den us-
‘risidenten Dwight Eisenhower wihrend der
~.riser Gipfelkonféerenz an. In dem Schreiben,
.5 in Rastatt zur Post gegeben und als Absender
le algerische Befreiungsfront: nennt, wird gesagt
26 wihrend der anfelkonferenz in Paris ein

Jomben—Attentat auf den Prisidenten der Ver-|-

“‘n‘gten Staaten geplant sei. ,Tausend deutsche
Sicrhandgranaten aus Bestanden der ehemaligen
Vchrmacht 100 Moschinenpistolen und, mehrere
“undert Pistolen einschliefilich der dazuge}mngen
‘lunition stehen bereit. das Leben des amgrika-
cischen- Prisidenten auszulbschen®, heifit ps in
:em [Bchreiben wortlich. Die Frage, warum gerade
.- ne jdeutsche Behorde angeschrieben werdq, be-
niwprien die Absender mit der Feststellung. da8
.ie mit den Franzosen sowieso auf Kriegsfull
~tehen und den Amerikanern eins auswischen
-volien. Gegen die Deutschen hitten sie nichts.
serade deshalb .wende sich die Befreiungsfront an
~ine deutsche. Behdrde, weil sie nicht wolle, da8
~inem Deuischen etwas geschehe, wenn auf Eisen-
nower der Anschlag veriibt werde, Die Kriminal-
~olizei in Karlsruhe wird aufgefordert, elwas zu

T HE ALGCER AL FiGTHER
MOT JEST iy THIS CASE!

FE's OUR DUTy, TO HAKRE
ATTENTIVE Y00 OF THis CASES

THE LANGCOAGE, WHAT THE
AMERicAl Goop 4w DERSTA
IS THE PrSivi~ L AEUAGE!
. WE DEMAND |
PA’PDM/ FOR CHESSHALI!

anternehmen, da8 sich alle *Deutschen avithrend *

‘ler prlelkonferenz aus Paris entfernen. Zum

3chiuB heiBt es‘in einer Anspielung auf den Fali’

Ch2ssman, daB das geheime algerische Komitee

sigen
m"‘)t
DielKriminalpolizei in Karisruhe betrachtet
«os Schreiben, das abschriftlich auch der Redak-

tion des ,Badischen Tagblatt" in Rastalt zugegan-~

[

Jen ist—n'~ "

Verluste auszuloschen, wenn Chessthan -

uesch ssen habe,” Eisenhower ohne Riucksichtjauf: |
u 15 Jahren Zuchthaus begnadigt werdea .
ie-

//OU/PJ /-/Ii/I/'/L.L

//[é/-‘,s?/,q/,/ /‘/)/:L-[/O//"
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URGENT ~4-25-60 1230 . “PMOPST JDY . / ”zcd;'j‘_‘
TC DIRECTOR, FBI AND SAC,. - LOS FNGELES S )@1 i\g——- 9{

\ ‘ \

FROM SAC, SAN FRANCISCO- N | B
UNSUB, BOMB THREAT wEsu:RN AIRLINES FLIGHT SEVEN NINE FOUR SAN FRANCISC
’{ Teatvwtion of Awrcraft oe Mot r Valnl <

CZALIFORNIA, APRIL TWO TWO, ONE NINE SIX ZERO. -DAMY PAREM FALSE REPOR
END=PAREN, CARYL WHITTIEQHESSMAN mBN(AWAITINC EXECUTION SAN QUENTI
STATE 'PRISION MAY TWO, NEX'[)ENE}:EA:&EN. INFORMATION CONCERNING. ‘RE
e LA TEL APRIL TUO THREE, SIXTY ON DAMV CASE. SA NEWS DASH CALL BULLETIN

APRIL TWO FIVE, INSTANT, CARRIES ANNOUNCEMENT THAT CHESSMAN-S, ATTORNEY,
GEORGE T. - DAVIS, HAS PRESENTED TO GOVERNOR-S' CLEMENCY SECRETARY ‘A
QUOTE -« PRIME SUSPECT "UNGUOTE AS THE QUOTE' 'RED LIGHT BANDIT’ U‘\QbOLE

FOR WHOSE CRIMES CARYL CHESSMAN wxxs SENTENCED TO DIE. DAVIS cx.Aws )
{10 HAVE. Qii&'ff 'DOCUMENTED EVIDENCE "UneuOTE CHESSMAN IS INNCCENT "oF
CRIMES . roa WHICH HE WAS SENTENCED TO DIEZ THAT THIS EVIDENCE WAS
GATHERED BY MILTON MACHLIN 'AND WILLIAM WOODFIELD OF ARGOSY MACAZINE
AND WILLIAM LINHART, PRIVATE DECTECTIVE WORKING.FOR CHESSMAN. * IN= """

FORMATION CONCERNING THESE TH%EE IS SET FORTH IN’ LA TEL, ABOVE. TO-
ranciied

NICHT, MACHLIN APPEARED ‘AT S;>OFFICE AND REPORTED THAT INFORNATIOV

RECEIVED TODAY FROM WOODFIELD-S NIFEQ RESIDENCE ONE TWO THREE THREE
SIK RYE STREET, STUDIO CITY, CALIFORMIA, THAT SHE RECEIVED THE. FOLLOW-
ING THREAT BY TELEPHONE FROM UNKNOWN MALE AT SIX AM APRIL TWO THREE,

YRV
L .

LAST. GUQTE HAS YOUR® HUSBAND GONE TO SEE THE COVERVOR.- I WOUuLD

Porbaminked T4 g
* -

END PAGE ONE . \\
T : - _ b,a\:,\ ;)
| Kr. Rosen l o S F \\\\
—— _ : o e e e A»é/___}!/,o,‘r_ /7"/."f’-" A
. o ‘ ){‘9 ' K . . N . &
2 T ‘ OT RECORDED

198- MAY 2 1960

62 MAY 4 1960




A
GE TWO

_l ADVISE YOU TO TELL HIM NOT TO UNLESS YOU WANT A FULL FACE OF Ach@sab

SR TESS R RN T -~

o e —y
.

"QUOTE, MACKLIN EXPRESSED BELIEF THAT THIS CALLER IS IDENTICAL WITH

ONE MAKING BOMB THREAT O THE CALLS ARE LINKED TOGETHER, THAT HE
BELIEVES WOODFIELD-S TELEPHONE IS TAPPED, APPARENTLY BASING THIS BELIEF
| on ASSUMPTION THAT NO ONE COULD HAVE KNOWN OF PLANS FOR FLIGKT TO
VISIT GOVERNOR-S OFFICE EXCEPT IN THIS MANNER SINCE PLANS ONLY DISCUSSE
IN TELEPHONE CALLS FRON THIS SAME NUMBER VITH GOVERNOR-S GFFICE.
MACHLIN ADMITTEDLY DESIRED TO BRING FBI INTO INVESTIGATION OF TRREAT
AGAINST MRS, WOODFIELD AND ALLEGED TELEPHONE TAPPING. HE UAS INFORMED
THAT BOTH MATTERS SHOULD BE REPORTED TO LOCAL POLICE, THAT NG FEDERAL
VIOLATION IS INVOLVED AND THE ONLY FBI INTEREST WOULD CONCERN ANY
POSSIBLE LINK BETWEEN THE TELEPHONE THREAT. AND THE BOMB THREAT, THE |
LATTER BEING OUR PRIME INTEREST. MACHLIN NEXT ALLEGED THAT THE LOS ANG
POLICE DEPARTMENT SHOULD BE INVESTIGATED FOR THEIR FAILURE TO TAK:
COGNIZANCE DURING THE CHESSMAN INVESTIGATION TWELVE YEARS AGO.OF CHESS-
MAN-S REPEATED ASSERTIONS THAT THE TRUE cueff'RED LIGHT BANDIT Hauere.
GUILTY OF HIS CRIMES WAS A PERSON WHOSE SURNAME ONLY WITH PHONETIC
END~PAGE TWO ' |



|

PAGE THREE _
SPELLING WAS FURNISHED TG POLICE. ALLEGEDLY, CHESSMAN HAS DELIBERATELY!

AVOIDED REVEALING FULL ACTUAL NAME OF THIS PERSON OUT OF JFL‘&BE BEING
CONSIDERED A DUOTE SQUEALER ’ UNGEOTE. MACHLIN: STATES THE 4’ POLICE
CHECKED A NUMBER OF SIMILAR NAMES FROM RECORDS IN THAT DEPARTMENT.
BUT FAILED TO INQUIRE INTG GUILT OF THE PROPER PARTY WO WAS ALLEGEDLY
IN THEIR FILES, NOW REVEALED AS — NACHLINé7

snm:s THAT — IS.THE TRUE QUOTE' RED LIGHT BANDIT “bnauoTE” AND
THAT- ONLY WITHIN PAST FEW DAYS WAS cressman sioun A proto oF (NN

e

AND- STATED QHQEE THAT -S THE MAN ﬂNQﬂﬂIE IS CURRENTLY A

offvce ¢ Tigin

FEI FUSITIVE, uRwP BAS4 BURGLARY, od LA, uriLt (RN

N ::ovi INFORMATION REPORTED IN VIEW OF POSSIBLE

PUBLICITY THAT WILL BE GIVEN To (MM vHOSE NAME NO, YET PUBLICLY °

' REVEALED AND ABOVE INFO. RELATED TO BOMB THREAT.

END- AND ACK PL

WA 3-44 AMOKFBIWARL./ @ ' :
Gt -
LA OK FBI LA DRG /f z}; , .

Tu DIC

CCmeit . ROSEY iy
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~ supjecr: - CARYL WHITTIER CHESSMAN : Y
MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATION .U

CONCERNING ATTN: Crime Records

-

The "Los Angeles Mirror News", Los Angeles, California,
" has recently completed a series of ten articles entitled "The
Real CHESSMAN Story" which gives a detalled account of the
activities of CHESSMAN, both in his criminal career as well ‘
as his legal activities since hils conviction in 1947,

o
[

Attached hereto for the completion of the Bureau
files are coples of the ten articles. :
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A/ SUBJECT:THE DEATH PENALTY AND CARYL CHESSMAN
CBS RADIO NETWORK
WTOP - WASHINGTON, D. C.
- .9:05 p. m. toQSOmeDT
Apnl 28, 1960 s

'a.--

_ The above-entitled program, a L Unit 1 production of the Public Alfzirs
Department of CBS News, - was produced by Don Kellerman with associate procucers
being Philip Gittelman and Arthur Rabin. The narrator for the program was Howard IL
Smith of CBS News. This. program‘ was monitored by SA— of the ynp
Crime Research bectxon - i é?

The* program opened-with a very dramatic recreation, through scund
effects, of an execution. The hollow-sounding footsteps of a conaemned man were .2
approaching the death chamber, the heavy door slammed, cyanide peliets were heard
dropping into water and then}he bubbhng effect as the pellets dissolved. “t

Smith then mtroduced the central figure in the current controveA sy,
earyl Chessman who stated that once again he is faced with death. He said he is nut .y
anticipating it nor hoping for it and that he has no secret desire to leave this worid vl RV
gradually he has been compelled to realize what he is against. \

The narrator then gives a brief account of the crimes waich broughl r.bc.u:‘

Chessman's death sentence, leading up to the voice of one of Chessman's womea vit.. ag.
This apparently was Mrs. Johnson who was suffering from infantile paralysis when N
Chessman forced his perversions upon her. In an emotion-packed voice, this woia. .
recounted her night of terror when Chessman assaulted her During her recital spe '
broke down, sobbing audibly.
|
The next voice heard was that of the death watch officer at San Quentia ;:o
matter-of-factly recited the events of the usual last day of a condemned man. Gra salduil
he described the execution chamber and the manner in which the condemnea would L &
strapped to the chair. Sound effects were heard in the backffround accompanying his »2}
description. 2
FYd =TT -
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The narrator then stated the big issue at stake is the death penally a-a “.
aat many question the morality of-it. Governor Pat Brown of Californic siniod laas
he death penalty hag been a gross failure and has neither protected the innoctai-nor .
‘eterred the wicked. He said in actual practice the death penzity is inflicteq on the

iick, the poor, the ignorant, the alcoholic, the psychotic and racial minoxities.

- Smith then returns to.Chessman and asks why is he so importaat. Xe

: aentions he is a convicted author who-has written several best sellers and who maintains
is innocence. James Miller Levy, Who prosecuted Chessman, states he earncd the death
-enalty. Al Matthews, Chessman's defense attorney, then describes the trial poiniing

aut the discrepancies in the descriptions furnished by witnesses at the time the crirmcs
sere reported'and the Chessman trial. He claims Chessman is not guilty and has ¥ilia
“anied due'process of law because of a faulty trial transcript whica coniains 2, 775 esrors.
‘e points out -after original court reporter died his notes were transcribed by & dftainrd
«d is amazed an innocent man could be convicted this way. 4r. Levy answers by saying
nat he has no quarrel with Chessman's right to appeal. He then quotes from a Sunreme
Jourt Justice who, in his opinion, points out Chessman cannot escape the violent siory ,
» what he did and that the so-called errors in transcription are trifling..

The next voice heard is that of Abraham Wirin of the American Civil
ant

.iberties Union (ACLU) who claims that Chessman's execuiion will have an efizct .
Lroughout the world: He points out Chessman has been used as a pawn in a Ligh
‘aternational game and was snatched from the death penalty to protect the President of

[¥a)

the United_Stages. He feels it is not fair that any man should be used for such a purzosc. .

Governor Brown then reads from his statément granting Chessman's - .
-eprieve in February giving as his reason his desire to let the California Legis. . ’
:xpress itself oncemore on capital punishment and because of the telegram froi. .. » *
State Department relative to possible repercussion in Uruguay. - .

. Stanley Mosk, California Attorney General, then states that the U. S.
Department of State lacked courage-in that instance by first coing the rigat thing atd
+hen backing away from its position when subject to Congressional criticisra and
1ttempting to blame California for initiating the inguiry as to the effect Chessman's .
exacution would have on the President's South Americaa trip. ’ .

~

" Smith, the narrator, then points out that the Vice President of :ze Uritad
States is on record as favoring the death penalty. .He discusses roascns way wiis ca
has caused such an uproar principally because of Chessman's briiliance and the .act

.
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‘ener 0 Dol,coach memo 4-29-60 re: The Death Penalty and Caryl Chessman
nat people cannot understand our j\taicial system. Smith then starts to trace Cr~ a7 2
)ackground and brings in a childhood-acquaintance who says she is sorcy ior Che an . ”

that he had a hard background and as a youth gave every appearance of being neg.c .

‘Father Edward Dingberg (hoentic), -Catholic Chaplain at Saa Qui L,
-clates that hé has always found Chessman respectful and over the years has ncticed 2
remendous change in him. According to Father Dingberg, Chessman has matured and
10 longer does he feel that it is a question of Chessman dueling with the executioners T ot
rather the main issue is the social sarvice he has brought about by bringing a bright u;at
0 bear on the death penalty. ' :

. Wirin of the ACLU then discusses "the issue and the man." Ile says
hessman is completely rehabilitated and would be a useful person i allowed to V2.
‘Ie is cgainst the death penalty which is not morally justified for anyone. Arlwir Zoesticr,

n author, then states that capital punishment merely adds a second murder to the stere
and does not bring the victim back to life. He says if it had a deterrent effect, it miji..
e justified but he doubts it. : ‘ ‘o .

The narrator then introduces one Henry J. Rice whose §-year-cld son vind
.nurdered by a sex criminal. Rice speaks for the death penalty. During his tpln, L L
sbviously emotionally disturbed and on one occasion broke down and sobbed. In susi. ol
~e said people like this who take a himan life were not good to anyone anc shoulG nct k2 «
made wards of the state to live off the people. :

Narrator Smith points out that the death penalty is applauded by law
cnforcement personnel. Chief W. H.. Parker, Los Angeles Police Deparimert, €...88"

that the men who arrest these people know more a2bout the behavicr of that type oi '
individual than anyone else. He recounts a recent Los Angeles case when two men &ld
a gun on two police officers and could easily have killed them to maxe tieir escape. Lathe

M-

one said he did not shoot the officers because he is fearful of the deatn penaity. Tr~ oo
said he did'not even have his gun loaded because he did not wish to take the chance o
killing someone and subjecting himself to the possibility of execution. A Dr. Salial
{phoentic), a university professor, "disagreed with Parker and points out that receat
surveys proved that police are not protected in death penalty states.

C
E
{

Smith then introduced a convicted armed robber who has admitted twelve
armed robberies, at least eight of which were in Michigan waich dees not Lave cajital
punishment and the others were in Canada where the senteace for murder can b Con
This robber sald that in his Michigan robberies he never carried an empty chamier in s
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un because he knew that if he killed a man in that state Lis only punishment wouv.2 ¢
ail. In Canada, however, he always used an unloaded gun because he had a sirong

lesire to stay alive and did not want to risk killing anyone.

* Dr. Austin McCormick, criminologist.at the University of Callloraia,
»oints out that many criminals carry toy guns in robberies so that they won't kill -
ayone. He says that no one can tell what a criminal thinks but merely has to be
wided by what he says. E '
- . Clinton P. Duffy, former San Quentin Warden, states he does not believe
‘n the death penalty since it is responsible for much of the inequality in justice. ¥2
-oints out that many are serving life terms in San Quentin for crimes equally &s sericus
.5 those for which others have paid.with their lives. Fred Dixon, described as Zully's
uccessor at San Quentin, points out that only the poor and iznorant people and those
Yout whom no one cares, usually minority groups, are exccuted. He states taat moaly
as its advantages. sWarden Duffy then recounted a story of an execution in the early 1030
vhen the Governor granted a reprieve on the basis of new evidence at the very minute of
he execution. Word of this reprieve was received at the prison tolate. Dufly inlcrs .
hat an innocent man may have died. He concludes by stating that a vast change has taken

lace in Chessman in 15 years. o

The remainder of the program concexrns itself with the reaction to tiae
hessman case throughout the world. A CBS reporier in London siates that on his
1rrival there a cab driver asked him "How can you kill Carl Chester ofter 12 years?"
.Ie points out that he found a similar reaction everywhere he went. He says taal the
:xecution of Chessman, according to the thinking abroad,would be the final cutragze o an’
wutrageous case and that what happens to Chessman will be the responsibility of every
American. A British Member of Parliament then states that he fails to understand now.
America can keep one man under sentence of death for so long 2 period. He feels L. ©

Chessman must be a different man and should be spared.
" The narrator concludes the program by stating that whatever the Wiimate i

decision is regarding Chessman, capital punishment is the large issue and thut
Caryl Chessman has been a symbol of the dramatic quality of that issue.

. From ¢50 p. m. to 10 p. m. WTOP presented a bricl discussion entiticd

""Capital Punishment - The District Issue." This program was handled by Scoit Sucton cf

2BS. U. S. Attorney Oliver Gasch cited statistics on recent first degree ravrder
indictmentsin the District and pointed out that of 104 such indictments only one wrs §

t acly

zuilty and electx;gcx;.ted. Sutton pointed out that’ in the District,conviction {for firs

dava
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at

mnurder carries a mandatory death penalty. The District Judicial Conference is E:;;C";{i.‘ i
o change this ruling so that the jury.-would have the discretion of recommenc';i_n:z Sl
if the facts warranted it. Senator Kenneth B. Keating (Republican - New Ygr;-:,_;':::tg
sut that he is'in faver of legislation which would require in the District the Ceath 2 .o ™™
‘or first degree murder but give the jury the discreti~n of recommending lii> im;';;:':so.. .
nent. ‘Others heard on this program were District Municipal ‘Court Judze Hyde VRO
:ad some doubt about the value of the death penalty and Representative Abraham <. Lagdter
.Democrat - New York) who opposes capital punishment on any ground. Mr. Multer
iid not commit himself on the Ches&;nan case as it relates to the principle of capital

>uhishment.

RECOMMENDATION: - . ML o b

For information.
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UNITED STATES GO\'ER.\'ME.\'T,,

Memoranézm .. D
TO : Niv. DeLoach . DATE: 5-2-60 .
L A - ) S
FROM /MiJong s g | . B4 édRM
- SLjB]I-:CT:I | | . é 7 & -

| 4 7¢
d the Bureau at 8:45 a. m. on 5-2-60

Captioned individual tel
of the Crime Research Section on

and was interviewed by SA

referral from the Director's 1ce. req‘uested that Mr. Hoover intercede
with the Pregi to seek clemency for.ggﬂéjgggggmn who was to be executed
on that day. was informed that this was a matter over which we had no /
jurisc}iction and that he should make any such request directly to the White House. "'
@:s ot identifiable in Bufiles.
RECOMMENDATION: '_ 55
' O o
For information. \t) \& /L/ o - ,4,/"_JJ"1*,_;;.... .
g, £0- 81 - - a ‘“Jf" ,
. Rig- 61 . NAY 4 1260 e
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susject: CARYL CHESSMAN

Chessman was execited at 1 p. m. today in the gas chamber at { ‘

San Quentin Prison, per

1 - Mr. DeLoach
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) : Mr. L'Allier\_(d/' pate: May §, 1960 . T
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. ‘While talking to
National Iresbyterian Church, on

a telegram he had received from (7
dated April 30, 1960, reading "Clergymen here deeply concerned

over Chessman. We d, urge that you reach the kresident .-
asking clemency."” | stated that he, of course, had -
taken no a_ption in connection with‘ this matter.
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[ (CHESSMAN) A ' .
\' SAN FRANCISCO=-~CARYL CHESS"i“N WAS THE FAIHEP OF A 17-YEAR-OLD
DAUGHTER WHOSE EXISTENCE 'HAS NEVER BEEN DISCLOSED BEFOREy GEORGE T.

DAVISy, CHESSMAN'S ATTORNEY; .SAID TODAY.
IT WAS FEAR FOR THE LIF‘ZI ‘OF THIS DAUFHTER} THE ATTORNEY SAID;{TTHAT

4. gESEI%HESSHAN FROM DISCLOSINV. THE IDENTITY OF THE “REAL RED LIG
¢

\ DAVIS REFUSED TO GIVE ANY MORE DETAILS.,
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Chessman Pic Producer Tells JiaR HRS T S
Lourt He Expects 200G Net#t = <V 5i gy
, p i D ate, Mudore
Net profit of $200,000 is expected from the world wide distribution § M. M G_\‘ﬂ‘f)\ =
f Terence Cooney’s “Justice And "Caryl Chessman,” made on a budget b afr. Roson 222} <
of $49,000. Jerry Persell of Sterling World Distributors said yesterday : ‘; ) LAWY oo |
in Superior Court. c ’ ,\-‘Er. N oy
~.The 45-minute documentary has already recovered .its negative <ost, s “"““1
Persell said, although it is playing j Mr. WD
ot second and third on the bil[ in D Tale. LR Y—
«  most situations and drawing flat . Ay, Ingram ..—
. rentals from $15 to $1,000 depend- . . ’“g Gandy - —-
% ing on theatre and length of run S o !
- * — average of three or four days. 4 e
A;e Many Suits Pending | R ‘,

. (Persell, William P. Hunter and
- Frank P. Sanders) include ote for VAP
. $3,000,000 brought by Barjul In- UEorag
- ternational, alleging Sterlin s ’ te
' . pirated the film, and one for dam. i
. ages  of  §250,000, by J. Miller o=
. . s Leavy. Sterling, it's understood,
) shares liability of latter suit, and
the possible profits, en a 50-50 ’ -
. basis  with producer Terrence ) .
B . Cooney. The Leavy matter was in
. . court yesterday. ’ ¢
Persell said he yanked his prints
-out of California when Leavy
brought suit but that 150 prints’
. e .of it are playing in every other
state except Hawaii via 30 ex-
7 changes. : : . "
e Seme Exhib Resistance -
There has been no word from fi
Hunter, overseas setting European ¢ - .
release. Film also is to zo into re- ;2\ I,y':-"tL Tt v /\

s

. © Suits pending against Sterling R M

lease in South America where . ) C

feeling has biven strong on t.hc Sl QJ RV .

-Chessman matter; hence — with e ~ -

official or unofficial State Dept. :

) interference always possible — 2

. | “playout of the film in the domestic 7 -

. market could mean controversy S e . N
Fl ‘over the picture is only beginning. e
. ‘T Persell admitted " exhibitor re- . il

sponse has been hands-off in a
. number of cases buf said the lega? - AN
actions were net the primary rea- -

‘son. Reason, hé said, is objection

to the capital punishment theme .

itself, a point that sells it else-s
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In conna -tmu with the captioned individual and the
widesprs.aj publicity given to this case, 1 thou zal you might ba
interdgted in the attached news story which indicates that the
-movie, :.‘Justlce anfi Caryl Chessman,'’ expectes to make a n=2t
profit 6¢ $210, Ty, o mememme - -

N

2 nvlo urs
.’l

! - Mr. Lawrence ¥, “alsh - Enclosure

Deputy Attorney General SN
1 - Mr. Luthar A. Hu: t'm - Inclosure rE S
Director of Public Inféimatiun o =2
MAILED 19
MAY1 8 1960
" coMMEBL !
] . [}
NOTE: In regard to thlS news story, the Director noted ""Serd copy -
to A.G."
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" the Judiciel officers of the United Stabtos acted iIn full consclence| <
and without scntlmentsality in the eniorce: cnt of She law, t;
: y\ o« L A . : o
d a Cheseman quoys’in'an C-colwwn hoadline on =

>ing executsd without bely. 411+v " It slso
ing of the sceno of the eﬂec»n ton done by a

[}

ST rcw\\aner ian, wiio was sresent, In its rcvncw of Mecxican resctions

3jps quoted scveral lauyers and judges, wost of whom were

i critical of the ex:cutlon on the crounds that there must

have pcen g~ething urong 1In a process of law that permitted so many

: ' postponements, Sowo of the eribtics were roported as having expressed

: the opinion that the Unitsed Statces should wa“e revislons In its

Judicial process and adapt its legal nrocedires to Lhe wrogress

that bas Vcen made in wmodern guP‘O-C"l sciance, ! >

editorial stated that the many revicws of the case and stays of

; exectlion indicated that doubis rmst hnve exlisted as to C_osu“r“'s

: enilt, The publlic consclence, which is almosth alquq r1~Hﬁ, vas

f not satisfied, it claimed., InTorcenent oif %z law shold have a
healthy inluence but in thils case it had the aedverse ei'fect, The

nad +
editorial saw a need for revislion of “he adérinistration of law 1In
the United States, if justice is to be respected as Lhe protector
of man snd of his rights,

()

MM D

whnich

The tabloid-sized La Prgjoa of’ -a/ 72 had a bls neacl
e [r gage

read "Chessman was #illed Like Tais." The rest of &
consisted of a drawing of the onvwct in the excecuti

[ut—
-

Lon ch
being overcone by cas. Lelfgh*°e felt tiah rcactions In lexico
varied from violent critTcism oi California's judicial system to
approval of thiec executlion as a necessary exaun:le to stop crinme,
Chiurch authoritics vere reported deenly moved by the execution.,
Tae Archhishop of lMexico, Hisuel Dario FIRAUDA v Gomez, refused
to nalte any corment other than to lower «.is heae 2d as if in vrayer,
The Attorney General for the rederal Distrlct, Lic, Fernando
ROBAN Luso, an opponent of canital punisiusent, sald tizat without
psssinz on the merits of the case he bolieved it would serve as
an exe'wple to those who tried to be heroes tirough delinguency.

~ Many of the resactions reported by La Frense criticized the execu-

tion as unnecessary punishment for Lhe crinss committed, Sorme

other observers, however, said that no country shonld criticize
the judicial acts of another, Lag Prensa's editorlal, after
reviewing the reasons that motiveted a worldwide clamor on betalf

of the cormmtation of Chesswan's sentence, concludes, "But a

soclety cannot svbordinate its justice to circurstances. 1Its

application must e general and vnbending in order that it may
be respected, and that it rmay 1ulfill and ~vgrantee Its role in
~+. the permsnent interest of socley," :

“l Iniversel ede no ment on o0& (hessan's executlion i its
firstTsechion but iull coverare erpeared 1In the szcord scchlon in
{ tae form of forei:n nress des~ctcaos. 21 hiverssl ¢1d nos ’

1
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' . LY
ediboyialize on tne Coess ,.,caé-é, nor id 3t roproduce 9"c~r local comment,

‘l Pon hr carricd zm S~colummy Iront-narc headline which read: "'I'm Teath

Ccioto SN Cruelty 15 carricd ro cowment otner tiian news rcports‘- PR

gy Yy c. . R

-

s

carricd extengive vews accounts mb nob editorial or otler
. Coo dterpoon nanors of Mav 2, Ulsino: Soricing de Brcelsior ard
Fl Wdverenl "1'1"“1('0, carrind cxbengive ren.rbs "'ron o1l CoLners oi o voerl
0% LOTCL i 1enction o Uhogeumi'e execotion, M1 Uiiversel srafico's editorial lmonts
mthe “lindness of judicicl oid politienl ol fi i:”., of the [!r ited States, tno have
nov undershtood “i:e harn thai v have dons to thair covwnory i diosing the death
ess an and carrring it oulb v fle rane ngans as “wse used Wy the

S ! )
. R .

PeFabassy Tas cbed thab Chescanils o ccm.ooo_ was ot preecced oY a
conceriod corpaiin in, ixico o save his 1j ife, such ar oreceded nis last stay
ofi execuijon. In the .gix weels prior lo the cxeculisn, the FMabass” ad received
0"\1:” ree letiers ad o ‘bolr;:;rﬂ % Iro deilean zaamonalo asking for the

Cenrubatiou off ChessmAn's death, senience, : .

G i 3, tihe nbassy reccived b ree al'wot ide:tical tvelerra=ws from indi- -
vidials ir dexilco ity characterizins fh.cosmas's death as a crime by Anerican
Justice. In tlorico City, a cavdboard ’r~'r'1 w derorator: sute s against tie '
Urited Svates was found affixed o e o lans doors oa.‘ the Beforna Avemnue

cutrance to t'.n Frivases: o 0 a.r, The Consnlate b Veracruz has
also reported Hiat on e @ t discovered during the nirht soreone

had painbed ingnliing re ariks .1'.;__'. red ot g froab door. In we afternoon of

¥aw 3, on i*-d"»r*am_on of the Fina o Texicon pelice arrested an individual

wo a fow dars earlic T had ©old a recephionist thot o would 111l +the Ambassador

il Chesgon s dicd, A tonc call van ree wvcc’t ab *he Ewsosssy alfter 'mc axecution,
.LrO"l ar nnicentiried irdividiel, precuncd o o tee cane nercon wpo had shoien to

‘he recepticnish .,arlu‘r, s‘;aulﬂ' than e wae ready to carry out uis threat, Maen
arresled in the neirforhood ofl the “iasm residench he was found 4o be imarned .
and it is brlicved thah he is =on "11f‘ "cra";jcd. There have Leen no nuhlic
denonsirations i tloxdico City n,‘co Lesu: the gxccution. . ‘ e

P -
ALYy

] ¥or the Amassador:
‘ J ;i T :
.o IF y

v . Jouepi: J. Tontllor
Tirst Secretary ol Frmbessy .
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iustlce gnd (i’:essman

HEN Caryl Ohessman tmally was

executed yester day, it had been 12
“ oars (less 19 days) since a jury, which
+ ad an option in deciding his penalty,
. oted the death sentence. Meanwhile, he
. ad been granted seven court stays and
- reprieve.

" “No case in modern history,” said
~ ov. Edmund G. Brown, “has received
- wore careful scrutiny by both state and
ederal Judxclaly ’

The Governor, a vehement opponent
[ eap’tal punishment, personally ex-
' mined every phase of the case and

ported:

“The record shows a ('l'elibemte career
' f robberies and kidnappings, followed

on, accomplished at the p ox n tof a
‘ aded gun.” .

Chessman’s criminal record dated
ack to 1937. His 1948 conviction em-
raced 17 different erimes, within 20
wys. Included were four kidnapings,
n attempted rape and two cases in
‘hich women were foxcnbly compelled to
ommit acts of perversion.

His second victin, a 17-year-old gird,
3 still hopelessly confined in a mental
1osp1ta1—pos<1bly doomeéd for life.

The question is not whether Chess-
in was guilty. There is no reasonable
»aht about that despite his denials.

; y sexual assaults and acts of perver- -

Neither is there doubt that he was just-
ly: tried. Nor is there any doubt that -
in any other country in the world would
‘Chessman and his attormeys have- re-
ceived from a judicial system so many
opportunities of review and appeal.

I{ldeed his attorneys used this scru-
pulous judicial attention to their own
delaying tactics—which took 12 years—
to clainl that their delays constituted
punishment enough,

- The question is not justice for Chess-
man. The question is whether or not
the' state—any state—should intlict
capital punishment for anything.

If there were some way that mon-
sters like Chessman could be kept safe-
ly under lock and key, society would
probably be more ready to abolish ¢api-
tal -punishment.

In C’l]lfOl nia, a life prisoner is eligi-
ble ‘for_parole in_seven_yeais., & glib
¥han like Chessman probably would have
been freed, and by now would have com-
mitted sever a 1 additional

attacl\s

-

When the duration of a jail term
more nearly approaches the “senience
handed down, and when a life term
menns just that, the abolition of ca pit.xl
punishment will be «more readily ob-
tained. The basic peint is not punish-
ment or revenge; the basic point is the
protection of soczety o
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The Washington Daily News
The Evering Star .
New York Herald Tribune
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New York Daily News

"""' = New/{’ork Post
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Cb_essﬁmn—and Victim—. , B
1 There are two grounds upon whichi- -~ " ’ / belabse +
valid objection mjght be raised to the Fosen _._/" Prai
l execution of Caryl Chessman. ’\ _ .,J‘ amm =
. One would be thaf There was a sub- L } ' Trotter ¥
&stantnal doubt as to his guilt, a doubt s W.C. S
which we do not think was present in his o *

: !case. The other, of course; would be a . JV Tele "RG0
conscientious objection to capital pun- by -">’\ Ingram
ishment-—-an objection which would ap- .. 5"1 { - L +  Gandy

- ply equally tQ all cases no matter how i i 3‘ W b
. clear the guxlt or how helnous the crime. /" . 4{,,
Neither ‘of these considerations has v// < ""_. e
- been stressed in most of the mawkish A T,
E nonsense written about the Chessman > b“) P
, ‘ case. For example, the foreign press, ’1;’ i e S
- possibly with an eye to the sale of pa- /‘L"-»—-"‘”

pers, has harped on the 12 years of
L “indescribable mental agony” to which .-
Chessman has been subjected. What is
never mentioned is the fact that Chess-
man and his resourceful lawyers were
responsible for this 12-year delay. They )
availed themselves of every opportunit, .
every technicality, for appeals and stay
of execution. Of course they wer
within their rights in doing this. But
, Why should Amencan justice be damnec
by critics af ‘home and abroad because
it gives a condemned man every op-
portunity under the law to plead his
case? We cannot help but think that
- most of the criticism has been the prod-
uct either of a monumental ignorance of ,. L id
the facts or of a sinister readiness to Y ]
; seize upon any propaganda weapon if
] it can be ,used to belabor the United
* | States. * - .
1‘ PFinally, why has so little been writ-
ten about the victims of this man’s per-
, verted crimes; why so much concern for
Cary! Chessman so little for the people
. .whose lives he ruined? 1In all of the
.frenzied chat,ter in Chessman’s behalf,
{ we have seerl not one word of compas-
] sibn for the gir}, 17 at the time, who War
oie of his victims. As a result of h
dieadful experience she has spent EE

‘.;f
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The Washirgton Post and

e

Times Heorald

VA
.

The Washington Dally News

The Evening Star
New York Herald Tribune

.

New York Journal-American

-

New York Mirror

Raily Newﬁ 7[..__,5
l‘[ Post
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The New York Times —

v
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> “y ars in a mental institution, and s The Worker 3.
may spend the rest of her life there. - Lﬁ-r‘:';/":- ,;‘H uéadef;/ - _
v e R ’I‘he wal Street Journal
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