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&#39; "_.�_/

Mr . O &#39; BRIEN

1

A
1 I

DIRECTOR, FBI &#39;

FROMQ SAC, SAN II�1?cA192ICISCO  en-nos!
- p ~

SUBJECT: CARYL CHES$�I¥IAN
PC -FM

/ &#39; 1 ,
,  Bonn Lcgat letter to Bureau, ll/3/59. ,f;3>_
I: -One copy of si:a�cenr_ent oi�� was furnishes} to

CHARLES A. O&#39;BRIEN, ~Chie1� Assistan*c - ra.m1nel Law to �ohe A�c,�oornc_y --~
General of� California, S-tate Building, San Francisco, on ll/19�/59.

Mr. O&#39;BRIEN, after reviewing the stetemen�c, requested he be
furnished a cop_y of the photograph referred to in the SI.3¬-.&#39;G<&#39;2I31f3i1&#39;6.

It is suggested tha�q&#39; the Bare:-.u ob�c-ailn and i�urn:&#39;.:sl1 copy of
. - - 1. &#39;" &#39; - .01.�-.&#39; . .1. _,_ -1_.&#39;-,._ 1.&#39;ch1:: phO92,Ogl�8.pI&#39;1 to the San Franclsco O.L1..LC¬� for bl�8.uS2fIlub¢;:I. L/C�

An additional copy of this air�u-cl is sulvmitted to be
furnished. the Legato at Bonn for the inuformation of that oi�i�ice.

A� I  _ Q~. II &#39;- Bureau&#39;,�1.I-I! � H " " IV /06/
"1 � San Francisco �1-I-JIO8!
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&#39; � Degat Bonn.  _-   .
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§Bureau  AN! " "
-San Francisco _ "
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UNITED STATES GO92{_~ERL»:..&#39;ENT~ _ _
ll ii� &#39; �M/emoranclz�n  &#39;

,, - 4 L ,C>  �-m : Mr. M¢cu1r8�/ -&#39; DATE! 7� &#39; I -
~921~ ~92; u A� *1 ~ .

FROM : W. G V _ I &#39; .

suajscrz &#39; H

vv u

0

.v-- 0

.Q~"&#39; The attached &#39; &#39;- 4 has been

received in the Records Branch, appropriately initialed, and in-
dicated for file. -By use of instant transmittal memorandum, all
necessary reconding and indexing will be accomplished. It is to �
be noted this form_is for internal use only within the Records
Branch, principally by the Routing Unit where bulky material not
accompanied by memorandum is usually received.

& &#39; �
. The enclosure, if bulky and not usually filed with other&#39;

papers in file, may be detached but this action should be clearly ,_ &#39;
noted under the word "Enclosure." - r�

_ _../ _-
. ~ - - -, _ ._,/&#39;
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eboons, but more often ln

Id ne Enough for  ressmun?
life. They he�vé� in the best

good
news-
dead-

0! yublioations, even_in
payers Which.must beet
lines.Sometimes I wonder if
always e mistake. when
a cub reporter, we had a
linotyoer named Job, an
the Biblical Job, he £00. xpatiencc-- with my often dasne
off copy and of course he cor-
rected itiBut I remember once when
I cau�nt a slip in print,I
asked Elm how it ever got past
his sschine. He merely sud
�I dunno�, with a twinkle in
his eve. I gtess sometimes theylet t�eir humoruget the best ofefficiency-7 W1 h a laugh for
all. Recently in the SD Un
one that struck ne_as
correct although it
error! Tne stow told of Caryl
Chessmsn&#39;s new petition on D15
stew of execution: Qt nos the
13th tine the highest court has
turned Chesszan onn dining the
116 years he has been in San
Quentin,Frison&#39;s condezned row�.

factually he has lived 11%
years in death row, been con-
demned seven times to die a
horrible death in civi11zation&#39;s
grisly gas chamber for a crime
many are not sure he coomitted,
and which he stoutly denies. He
has been refused a lie-detector
test. California prosecutors
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BOX IF YOU ARE interested InYu ting forth a tle effort
n order to make self some

money; monthly s glven
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BOOKKEEPER,- TYFIST, NICE er.
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�lB{llS why he has legitimately
evaded deagy thaie many y¬ariaPerhaps lis a_ orney s<n
contend that, h8Y1�§ been in for
&#39;1l6 years�, he has served more
than a life sentence alyeady.
At least we feel that 115 years
under $n¢h 3 penalty, would feel
like 116 wears.

ganf 811 0ve§_the}vmrld be�léwg
Lhat this nan has wG&E pun sqe
enouih. Anghow he dea$h Dvnalgy
for he crane _ B11405 ncme!.
has since been lfieo. If there
is any shadow 0Q a doubt as to
his guilt, his life should be
s ared, for none can replace
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AN-ATTORNEY ron CARYL CHESSMAN MADE A 15TH APPEAL T0 THE supnsms
count TODAY IN AN EFFORT T0 SAVE THE CONVICTPAUTHOR rnon EXECUTION &#39;

AA FRIDAY PKJRNING IN CALIFORNIA-,&#39;S GAS CHAMBER.

MISS ROSALIE ASHER OF SACRAMENTO TOLD REPORTERS HER PAPERS HAD ,�SEEN PRESENTED BY THE SUPREME COURT CLERK TO JUSTICE FELIX FRANKFURTER
T AS THE SENIOR JUSTICE AVAILABLE.W. THE ATTORNEY, WHO SAID SHE MUST RETURN TO THE WEST COAST TOMORROWI� I AFTERNOONE SAID SHE HILL NOT TRY TO"CONTACT OTHER -JUSTICES IFm viiif A FRANKFURT R �TURNS HER DOWN J . .&#39;
 TODAY MISS ASHER SOUGHT AN ORIGINAL WRIT~OF HABEAS CORPUS FROM ,E I FRANKFURTER. ,&#39;SHE"CONCEDED*-THAT SUCH ACTION BY A SUPREME COURT JUSTICE -
15% IS A �VERY VERY RARE OCCUR.ENCE." __R THE LEGAL �POINTS ADVANCEDTO FRANK}-"URTER INCLUDED THE CONSTITUTIONAL

A; ISSUES OF �CRUEL AND UNUSUAL PUNISHMENT &#39; UHICH&#39;CHESSMAN HAS >r .fa BROUGHT up IN RECENT APPEALS. as HAS BEEN CONFINED-IN DEATH Row A1�_LI
F� SAN ousurxu yon 11 AND ouz HALF YEARS. ¢ , ~- H
A nxss ASHER TOLD nsvonrtns sn: ALSO INCLUDED AN AEFIDAVIT BY AN _ 1T AKLAND CALIF. nANnwa1T1mc»zxPsRTK%�_L:%s1£amLxzxxi wuo SAID A A,V ugsrxr�xz SHORTHAND REPORTER wno 1 scnljfn THE TR AL ronczn sons or [A
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4. _//// . IMMEDIATE ATTENTION w. B. caxrwxrq, FBI LABORATORY .Lwm
FROM SAC, SAN FRANCISCO 1" 2 PCS . v??g .,92&#39; �92 I � , �&#39; é�&#39; __,__6% Zr A I�- Cf. L IRE cu£ssMAA;cAs§,*�R£uR CALL TODAY CONCERNING IDENTITY OF J. L.
STERNITZKY, ALLEGED OAKLAND HANDWRITING EXPERT. STERNITZKY 1s

_ _ . r .
EIGHTY�YEAR OLD RETIRED HEAD OF CHECK DETAIL, OAKLAND FDR FULL,~ . � . _ . /_ C�?L,-  :4,

NAME IS JEWEL OR JULES L, STERNITZKY. RETIRED FROM PD ONE NINE
- .28

FOUR NINE AFTER TWO EIGHT YEARS AS HEAD OF.DETAIL. WAS QUALIEIE
ON STAND AS EXPERT ON HANDWRITING CONFINED TO CHECKS ONLY IN&#39;
SUPERIOR COURT, ALAMEDA QQUNTY. BOASTS THAT HE HAS ONLY BEEN

� ggwrcsl " �
QUOTE BETEN ONCE�UNQUGTE WHEN HE TESTIFIED THAT THE HANDWRITING
ON A CHECK WAS THAT OF A DEFENDANT WHOM THE DEFENSE PROVED WAS

IN JAIL WHEN IT WAS MADE.OUT» HE IS CONSIDERED AS HONEST BUTv

NOW HAS A que¥¬�rAn1Nc M1ND�UNQUOTE Qua T0 AGE. LIVES QUIETLY
IN OAKLAND AND DOES A LITTLE GENERAL INVESTIGATIVE WORK ON THE

SIDE WHEN ANY INDIVIDUAL COMES TO HIM CONCERNING IT. SAN
-.

FRANCISCO DIVISION FILES.REFLECT HE IS AUTHOR OF BOOK QUOTE
A

�FORGERY AND FICTITIOUS CHECKS UNQUOTE PUBLISHED BY THOMAS, ONE
REC~ as 1-/--A/+

NAUBHT ONE PAGES, FOUR DOLLARS SEVEN FI¥3_CENla,>NOVEMBEB�ONE
NINE_FIVE rxvz. THE suaqE§T-or was E�ox 1s A¢6E§;gALF,LoRY �
END zAq;4QN& as 1: P.� - .
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DEFINING METHODS USED BY- SOME OF COUNTRY-S TOP FORGERS POINTING
. _,_-

our RUSES STILL IN vocuzlgirn SUCCESSFUL CHECK KITERS AND IS
CONSIDERED LIGHT BOOK MORE THAN DEEP SERIOUS WORK; BOOK ALONE

HAS SOME FIVE NAUGHT ILLUSTRATIONS OF SPURIOUS CHECKS WITH
. p

DETAILED ACCOUNTS�; OF CASES AND FLAWS ENABLING PD T0 APPREHEND
,.<-1ssuER. sqp FRANCISCO EXAMINER TODAY srArEs&#39;@uorE�Mosr_or THE.

i

DOCUMENTARY EVIDENCE HAS �BEEN CONSIDERED AND REJECTED BY STATE &#39;

OR FEDERAL COURTS.� AN EXAMPLE IS AN AFFIDAVIT FROM A FORMER

OAKLAND POLICEMAN, J. L.&#39;$TERN1TzKY, wuo SAYS HE IS A HANDWRITING

EXPERT AND THAT SOME OF THE SHORTY-{AND NOTES OF CHESSMAN-S ORIGINAL "

LOS ANCELES TRIAL ARE EoEEEn.�uuQuoTE. &#39;
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Memorandum   M
&#39; � -.  W  ~fcGui e _ _- -4 " �929292� t 	/I _  9292"~;�::.&#39;=r~nrLiz&#39;._.~i . Hr :Mr.  3 DATE; 2/ 17/ 60 - &#39;_ _T*:=_=:_[��-a�-�-

, &#39;_ -_ /7". :-r.1~l&#39;{&#39;..§;&#39; :-.� i &#39; l � &#39; &#39; ,-,L=.Room_.a_¢
_ , &#39; ll;92;l�i92"- ____¬&#39;.L~FROM :_W. D. Grlfflih   candy ._.__

-sun]£cr:APPEAL"OF CARYL CHESSMAN
l _ REFERENCE TO OAKLAND, CALIFORNIA _ _

HANDWRITING EXPERT J. L. STERNITZKY &#39;

J .

&#39; On February 16, �I960, the Washington Capital News Servic-2 carries
an _item concerning a final appeal in behalf of Chessman to&#39;Justice Felix Franlciurtei
 Chessman is to be -executed Friday morning in California&#39;s gas chamber.! The
news item states Chessman&#39;s appeal "included an affidavit by an Oakland, Calif. ,
handwriting expert J. Ir.-isternitzky, who said a substitute shorthand reporter who
transcribed the trial forged some of his notes. " The Director has asked �What
do we know of him?" .   _� -

3 .. -,. - ".3 &#39;,-. _.

&#39; There is no reco-rd in Bureau files definitely identifiable with this .�individual. . . J E 3  _  /4 I
ll

- > I

San Francisco advised by teletype today tha%ternitzky is eighty
years old and retired head of&#39;-Oakland Police Department Check Detail. Sternitzky -&#39;
retired from Police Department in 1949, after twenty-eight years service. During
his service with the Police Department Sternitzky qualified in court as an exper/t�.-g
on handwriting with respect to fraudulent checks only. Stérnitzky now docs a _,&#39;, .5
little general investigative worlc, is considered honest although due to his age "7-�� &#39;
it is considered he has a "fading mind." � &#39;

San Francisco tel&#39;etype quotes an item appearing this morning in the H "
San Francisco papers concerning this matter which is pertinent to Sternitzky�s
affidavit _ - &#39; &#39;

0
_ , .

"Most of the documentary evidence has been considered and rejected _by
state or Federal courts. An example is an affidavit from a former Oakland
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