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Letter to Director � &#39; H
NY 62-0
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-- nt-- ,.-�f 2� The New York Office has§never~conddétgd any investigation
of CARL SANBURG, however, there~are numerous references to him
in the files. According to the "Daily Worker,� SANDBURG was a
speaker at a Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee dinner held <
during December, 19%�, honoring BILL GROPPER. According to House
Comittee&#39;on Un-American Activity records, SANBURG was listed as A
a.sponsor in 1938 of the �Friends of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade."
In January, 1944 according to the "Daily worker," SANDBURG was a
sponsor of a mee

certain

Communists who had been roped in by American reds to aid the World
Youth Festival in Prague. CARL SANDBURG was listed as such an
individual together with Mrs. WENDELL WILKIE, SINCLAIR LEWIS and ~
others. -

The foregoing is being submitted for the Bureau&#39;s infor-
mation. No further action recommended by New York.
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&#39;~
&#39; V��&#39;*�The"Rew York Times," a NYC daily newspaper,
carried an article in its August 8, 1955, edition on
page 9, which read in part under the caption, "73 ASK 1"
NW VIEW IN TRIALS OF REDS.� President Eisenhower was asked
to reconsider the prosecution or alleged communists under
the Smith Act, particularly prosecution for mere member-
ship in the Party. @gQ

"73 American intellectuals, consisting mostly ��
of universal scholars and clergymen, made public an Q;
open letter to the President and Attorney General HERBBR
BROINELL,JR. citing theiréizfcreasing concern� at recent &#39;,,�y

Smith Act prosecutions."

&#39; They said their concern "derived from the _
tact that the indictments and testimony point to the &#39; fws
painful conclusion that the trials are not tor &#39;conspiracy
to teach and advocate the overthrow of the government by ;
force and violence,� but tor opinions; not- &#39; M�gg
tor overt actions,but for political thoughts 6?! �is
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&#39;me 1958-1959 edition of "Who&#39;s Ibo in America."
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&#39; U§921I&#39;I�_E1!___STATES &#39;- ~&#39;;";;;RNMENT  &#39;Memoracvggum I "   &#39;
T0 : DIRECIDR, FBI _ 4 nun: March 9, 1961

mom - V�? &#39; � Z8�   .M ll/wt� - SAC, DET I / 19� 2 NTANED
7 _  INFORMATION on O

Y N mow co 92

Ifglxgqghux LASSlFlED
O � ,w.~/_;¢/.~&#39;79-/

Re Detroi tter to Bureau dated Fegruary 7,
1961 captioned, SM -  au /
Ietter to Detroi . a e e ruary , ,_ 261, captioned as  >7 _

/p above. I _ _ 4
&#39; Enclosed �herewith for the Bureau ar ive D _~ _

/ of a letterhead memorandum captioned, �-7;
INFORMATION CONCERNING". 4 &#39; . �

The sources utilized in attached letterhead

memorandum are as follows: L7;

REVERSE SIDE FOR�

D|SS&#39;EM§NATION. .

A

�o&#39;92"

4..
-..
:,
* -"-;,=&#39;,
.- - ._<_i_ . .

F: .&#39;_.f§<"&#39;.

>15. -._ .

s
_ 92

Since Athesubmission of referenced Detroit letter,
additional information has been received in this case in the _ ,

&#39; 92
J

�I .

"Enquirer and News" submitted by WALTER Hf.  ELDOWNEY. � &#39;
, v 1L a

92 . l This information has been included in"5&#39;i§Itt§�ch&#39;§§d
letterhead memorandum along with perti &#39;entf information

-" extracted from referenced Detroit let ""� "
� - _ &#39; �.,�;.�._..~_� &#39;._.-~_---_~..&#39;--Q--.-_.--- _. __;__

No further investigation i being conducted at E �

Detroit at this time. 5 &#39;
Q

E  __ éw Bureau  Encls10@ � �iiM!
*4� - - etroit   - -A ____ - >lo-X, da¢ 9292 ._ -  I is .__�-*-92 ?  �Q -  4.  MOT " . <.§;.- MAR 13 196 , &#39;

Jr 92 7;-v 9;. Q� __"_&#39; .&#39;  l u

a2N92M>, &#39;51&#39;92QE92 sss ntvznss slug -  &#39;
~ &#39;- , I _V Viv _ _ ___&#39;,.._._._...._.._._,..._,,,._ -._._... i.._._4,._, - ..._.-_.-_-_-----�-"*�--->- -�

- form of a letter to the editor of the Battle;Greek»,-<~~Mi¢h;igan-; 3
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i"""
_g , "Asked about the FBI findings, that Douglg§__

�_f Wachter, a University of California student, was a
/ Q � � -Communist, the couple seemed to attach no significance
v�,/� to that fact. Wachter was one of the uncooperative

" witnesses called by the House committee, The Cali- p
&#39; fornia student newspaper, in an inflammatory report

of the �rally� against the committee the day before
the hearings started, made no mention of the FBI
findings that the 19-year-old_Wachter belonged to
the Communist party as does his father.

"&#39;0peration Abolition� is the name given by the
Communist party to its attempts to have the House
Committee abolished, to weaken the FBI, to discredit
J. Edgar Hoover and to undermine the nation&#39;s security
laws. The PTSA panel members took some of their
material from Hoover&#39;s report &#39;Communist Target-Youth,� -
in which the FBI director said, �Channeled into proper
outlets, this force  youth! can accomplish immeasurable
good for a peace-loving world. Manipulated into
destructive channels, this force can create chaos.&#39;"

The U of M "The Michigan Daily", January 20, 1961
edition, on page four, columns three and five, contained an

I article captioned, VThe Anti-Liberal Sentiment: Fear of
Being Different Exists", carrying the byline, "Kenneth
McEldowney, Associate City Editor". This article is as

, follows: t

"McCarthyism is not dead; there still exists in
� the minds of people an irrational fear of un-Americanism,

of Communism. It is still not accepted, or even safe,
for one to speak out against the actions of J. Edgar
Hoover, head of the FBI, or the House Un-American
Activities Committee. If he dares to, he will be
branded at best as a Communist dupe._@ -_,,:=_-;,,,A

92

"This was all brought to light quite clearly on�
1

deals with the demonstrations against the May HUAC hearings
in San Francisco. I wished to speak at the program being

~ sponsored by the PTA.

_5_~

éi
E ~ ~

Creek to speak out against the film �Operation Abolition� which My
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~ "The person in charge of thegrogram feared
that my presence on the panel, which was to comment
on Communism, would cause disorder and demonstrations.
My representative, August Johansen  R-Mich! a member
of HUAC, said that if I appeared on the panel that he
would fly down from Washington to speak against me.

"Finally the PTA decided against having me
appear on the panel, but assured me that the panel
would present fairly both sides of the problem of
public safety as opposed to private rights in regards
to the Communist threat and HUAC.

"After the movie was shown, the four panelists
said, as do Hoover and the Committee, that the students
involved were either Communists or Communist dupes and
that the Communist threat must be combated at all costs.
One panelist even advocated a preventative war to save
the world for democracy. The side of the students, who.
believe they were demonstrating against a force in the
United States, HUAC, that is detrimental to true
democracy and freedom of speech, was not given. -

"Following the panel discussions the chairman
asked if there were any questions from the audience. .
I stood up and gave the student&#39;s argument against
the film that has been repeated by the Washington Post,
the Reporter and other national publications. The first
response I received from the audience was a highly
indignant man rising to shout, &#39;1 don&#39;t have to listen
to this kind of stuff.� He then stalked from the room

followed closely by approximately 20 others.

"After giving panel members and one member of
the audience a chance to praise HUAC, cite the threat
of Communism and ridicule the period of time I have
had to read of the Communist threat the chairmanpggn,
closed the meeting. i " . "i t� &#39; y" �&#39; <v &#39;"1, A

&#39; "Following the meeting, I was subjected to comments,
such as &#39;Why don&#39;t you go to Russia and talk to Khrushchev.
He&#39;ll take your side,� or, �We should run you out of town
on a rail,� or �This is democracy, you can&#39;t talk that_~
way.� These comments combined with the wondering stares
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"of all those in the audience who wished to be able to
tell their grandchildren what a �Communist� looked like
were very disquieting.

"It&#39;s very easy to live for nine months a year �
in a University community and voice your ideas, all the
time believing that others understand and agree with
you. But once you remove yourself from the artifidally
well-informed community and transport yourself to a
typical medium-sized Michigan town the situation is
radically different. » y

"In a town such as Battle Creek there is only one
newspaper, most of the citizens are either men who work
in one of the factories or wives of factory workers.
Their access to information includes their newspaper and
maybe one or two picture magazines.

"Unfortunately, many of the other citizens of
perhaps higher education and social position appear to
have the same lack of information.

"For them the Communist threat becomes very real
as they near someone who is better educated or in a
position of some influence assures them that there is
a very real danger. They do not question what they
age told by either these people or statements issued by

e governmen .

"For these reasons such a movie as �Operation
Abolition� commands great attention and an almost
reverent respect. After all, this is a film that was
approved by a committee of our government, how could
it not tell the entire truth? _

"When they hear statemens counter to their accepted
belief their automatic reaction is to assert that these

were spoken by either a Communist or his dupe. They do
not attempt to listen to the reasoning or the facts as
presented. Their conditioning forces them to disbelieve

totally. _    _  _
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"In such an atmosphere films such as �Operation
Abolition� thrive. They are either believed or else
those who can see through them so greatly fear being

- branded a subversive they refuse to voice their con-
victions.

"At the meeting I received no support publically.
After the meeting a student-teacher from Michigan State
University came up and said that she agreed.- Other -
open-minded citizens showed interest the next day through
conversations and phone calls. This is very encouraging.

"However, the great majority of the country still
remains in the dark both on the issue of the conflict
between the private and the public. There is too
great a tendency on the part of most to forget the
rights of the individual in the wake of supposed dangers
to the safety of the nation. For them, it is desirable
to restrict liberties in the fac¬.of danger. This is

fe will den The issue is whether orL� something that w y. _
not there is sufficient danger to Justify the abridgement
of liberties. I believe there is not.

"&#39;0peration Abolition� and publications such as the
Hoover Report and others are designed to persuade the
public that such a situation does exist.

"As long as people remain uninformed, it will be
possible for personal liberties to be removed in the
name of freedom." - - - , W, ; _ _¢ 1,, ,»

The Battle dreek "Enquirer & News", February l,
1961 edition, on page six in the Letters to the Editor &#39;
column contained the following:

"Editor, Enquirer and News: _ d 1; _

"As the father of Kenneth McEldowney, the University
of Michigan student who was involved in the controversy
arising out of the recent showing of the film &#39;Operation&#39;
Abolition� before a local PTA group, may I be granted ~
sufficient space to try to put the whole matter in what�
I think is its proper perspective? -
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give even to
the courtesythe contrary is overwhelming, not to impugn either

h isetheir intelligence or motives. Indeed, to do ot erw
i h&#39;bits the exercise of free speech, whereas to remain

�~the House Un-American Activities Commi ee, h mmit

_ __&#39;_____~a�_- ...... 1...;..-_&#39;_..___;_ -.  - .-*� � . , . ____________�_� -»...._.._._. -. >�»&#39;-an-4b~92-¢~v92&#39;a_»a�¢_,q&#39; .1-;,~, » ..__,;_;. _--4-� . .M_._........»._a. ..-_».,-, . ~ > _ . A . ._.-.._.-.._.._.........>&#39;.>.-.-.@- A-» A . . .- , . . ~-»-A---wk»-� -_n....=a-....n...;._.&#39;_._&#39;____� . ,
_ -__.-..-..i..4..M.... __ _.___

- ¢ -.  .._ ......- . .  - �-1&#39;-:."_;;:;_->._~ ___- »..__-.s1.._.__. . ._._..i__._.__.n..._.

_..�Z""

ibie .
"In the first place, what is primarily at issue
i the fundamental American principle of free

here sspeech. Under our Constitution, any citizen has the
un o ular shortright to express his views, however p p ,

of those that are slanderous, affect the public safety,
offend public decency, or constitute &#39;a clear and present
d r&#39; to the country. This is probably the most signi-

ange ff ence between the American and Russian .ficant di er Vpolitical systems. To the extent this difference is
t the very tacticsnarrowed -- to the extent we adopthat are so repugnant to us -- we weaken to that extent

the fight to maintain our freedon.

"Beyond this, American fair play dictates that we
those with whom we may violently disagree,
of attention and, unless the evidence to

n 1 ti society we must encourage it.a vigorous and domes c

"In this context I would like to review what
had askedhappened at the meeting in question. My son

but was denied permission to appear on the program.
However, although comments were not directly solicited
by the chairman, Kenneth was permitted to ask a question

When he indicated that some respectable
from the floor.publications had reported that this film, sponsored by

tt did not show

the true picture of the demonstration against t e co
hearings in California, a member of the audience  as youreported! shouted: �We don&#39;t have to listen to that stuff�
and left the room, followed by others. After the meeting,
remarks such as �Why don&#39;t you go to Russia?� �We should
run you out of town on a rail!� and �This is a democracy,
you can&#39;t talk like that!� were directed at my son.

I "S ondly let us consider the substance of my
QCson&#39;s-remarks!� They were limited to thos that have .

&#39; anizationsbeen expressed by responsible, patriotic organd publications. Among these are the American Civil -
9292Lib rties Union to which both President Kennedy and_e &#39; President Nixon have addressed statements -

former Vice-firmly approving its broad objectives; the Washington
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"Post, recognized as the most influential newspaper
in the nation&#39;s capital, and hence possibly in the
world; and Reporter magazine, which numbers among
its subscribers Secretary of Defense McNamara and
Secretary of State Rusk, and for which President
Kennedy has written at least one article.

"Only last week the syndicated columnist Marquis
Childs raised questions about the propriety of this,
controversial film being shown to military personnel.
He stated that although the film is strongly supported
in the information and education office of the Department

of Defense, &#39;a report on the film prepared by the general
counsel&#39;s office in  the Department of! Defense said that
the House committee seemed to have encouraged the riots
with the apparent end of showing how grave the opposition
to the committee hearings was.� Mr. Childs also reported
that &#39;after looking into the circumstances, State Depart-
ment officials said they were uninterested&#39; in showing the
film to their employes.

"In the light of these questions about the film
from reputable sources, there would appear to be some
doubt about whether your account of the meeting at
Central High School met the highest journalistic
standards from the standpoint of objectivity, since
almost one-third of your news item was devoted to
quotations from an FBI report tending to support the
film and the committee, with no indication being given
of the nature and substance of the adverse criticisms."

"The Washington Post has gone so far as to urge
that the House Committee on Un-American Activities be

abolished. Hundreds of well-known citizens signed a
petition recently also calling for abolition of the
committee. The signers included prominent perso fromall areas of American life, such as §¬§.uEle8QQF%§ooseve1t,

ldg¥?he eminent theologians Harry Emerso Fosdick an &#39;K§inhQ;_�""
Yiehnhr, and he Pu1it§§£_prize¢winning.Poet%and,LincQln
scholar, Car and g. Whether they are right or wrong,these&#39;critic:¥§T7¬he committee consider that some individualslb
summoned before it have in effect been put on trial without&#39;

the judicial safeguards prescribed by the Constitution. _
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"These critics contend that if such individuals are in

fact guilty and yet cannot successfully be brought to
trial, the laws should be changed and that the making &#39;-
of such legislative recommendations is the true function
of the committee.

"Your editorial of Jan. 19 on the subject of the
PTA meeting deplored the failure of the University of
Michigan to provide guidance that would keep students
such as my son from becoming misled and hence involved
in such &#39;risky political flirtatious.� On this point
I might mention that Kenneth is a senior majoring in
political science, and is associate city editor of the
Michigan Daily. I have found that, regardless of his
youth  to which theIPTA panel seemed to attach significance!,
he is very well informed about Communist front organizations .
and their machinations, and I think is as concerned about-
the over-all Communist menace as any person in Battle
Creek. In any event, in view of the authorities which
support his side of the controversy, the soundness of
your editorial conclusions would seem to92open to some
question. . dg;

"I do not think any of us, or the government itself,
has the complete answer as to the best methods of fighting
the Soviet threat in all of its manifestations. The com-

plexity of the problem demands informed opinion and the
clearest possible understanding of the people. This can
only be achieved by reading and listening to all sides of
the issues, and by intelligent discussion and debate.

"Let us not become so obsessed with our fears that

we equate honest criticisms of some of the methods being
used to meet the threat, with aid and comfort to the
enemy. Let us never reach the point in this country.
where, as is the case in the Soviet Union, any element
or agency of government is immune from informed criticism
by the people it serves, and this applies even to a con-
gressional committee or the FBI. Let us remember that _
these agencies, after all, are made up of human beings,
who, like the rest of us, are not always infallible. --
WALTER H. McELDOWNEY, Route 4, Box 815." � &#39; " &#39; &#39;
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March 11, 1959

t 0
Personal and Confidential I A � o
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�i i * i  to

Dear Mr. Hoover;

Will you please run rush name checks on the

Biographical rmation 15 enclos

_!

/

/

/
/

Sincerely,

A Henry Roemer McPhee

�Associate Special Counsel�BE .  to the President !
Eb 2&9" �-e 5 - 2.5

The HOHOT-iblé J. Edgar Hoover _  -""� -"&#39;-�
Director &#39; .
Federal Bureau of Investigation  2° MAR 24 �Q59
Washington, D. C.  ____
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Born:

Education:

Marital Status:

Experience:

A uthort

_ r . � �. -, -
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cJ92R%SANDBURG 4 A

0 U»

January 6, 1878, Galesburg, Illinois y Z
@ww»*�ww QJ�
Student Lombard College, Galesburg, 1898-1902;  H-,
1-i_tt.D., 192831-iVtt.D., Knox College, 1929. NorthwesteQ&#39;
University, 1931, Harvard University, Yale__Universlty,&#39;
New York University, Wesleyan University and Lafayette
College, 1940, Syracuse University and Dartmouth College,
1941; LL.D., Rollins College, 1941, Augustana College, _ C
1943, University oi Illinois, 1953; Ph. 1!.,� Upgs_I-la _ - .,,;l- ~ . i  Universith 1950 A I p �J, Ina� P
Married -  &#39; V  /
1910-12 - Secretary to mayor oi� Milwaukee, Wisconsin
1913- Associate editor System Magazine, Chicago
1918- Newspaper Enterprise Association, Stockholm

correspondence -

Editorial writer, Chicago Daily News
1928- P. B. K. poet, Harvard &#39;
1943- P. B. K. poet, William 8: Mary College
1934- Lecturer University oi� Hawaii
1940- Six lectures Walgreenfoundation, University of

Chicago &#39; &#39;

1943- Made Office War Information foreign broadcasts;
. wrote captions tor Road to Victory moral photograph

. 1110&#39; �ling �it  /60%�  C7:/e;
Chicago Poems, 19153 Corn Huskers, 1918; The Chicago liace
Riots, 1919; Smoke and Steel, &#39; 1920; Slabs of the Sunburnt
West, 1922; Rootabaga Stories, 1922; Rootabaga Pigeons,
1923; Abraham L.ncoln - The Prairie Yeara, 1926; _

The American Songbag, 1927; Good Morning, America, 1928;
Steichen the Photographer, 1929; Potato Face, 1930; Early A

Moon, l930;&#39;1&#39;he People, Yes, 1926; Abraham Lincoln: The,
" War Years  ionr volumes!, 1939; Onevvolume edition of A .
Abraham Lincoln, The Prairie Years  new material!, 1954;
Prairie Town Boy  juvenile!, 1955. &#39; Co-author:  with Paul M,
Angle! Mary Lincoln, Wiie and Widow;  with Frederick 3 � 1  ~

Hill Meserve! The Photographs of Abraham Lincoln, 1944
And many others. � _ - A � A

Contributor weekly column to newspapers of Chicago Times
Syndicate during World War 11. Narrator "Cavalcade of
America" and other radio programs.
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CARL SANDBURG continued A " _ �

Award� i914 - Awarded Levineon&#39;e Prize, Poetry Magazine _
1919-»2l - Shared hall Poetry Society oi America prize
1950- Recipient oi the Pulitaer Prize for poetry i&#39;j?;.�
1952-53 - Gold medal for hietory, American Academy oi �

Arte and Letter:

l953- Gold medal for poetry, Poetry Letters Soceity oi� America� i.
1954- Silver medal, New York Civil War Round Table -
l955~ Award of Merit, University Louisville &#39; � ;9

Q
1.
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     Jlbert -Eigene� lahn,""a" writer who has  J
active in eonnnnist activities since the earl! 1940&#39;s,
has conpleted a new hoot entitled, �Notes On Rational "jg _~.-f-_-,3Scandal &#39; which he is currently seeking to publish in the
United §tates. This hook is a aedérinarily at 418611411�!-__
ing and condemning the use by the verment of "inforner-
Iitnesses.&#39; Information was received by this Bureau that
Carl Sandburg, internationally known American writer poetj _;:;;
and a Pulitzer Prise sinner in i950, reportedly would
write the introduction to Kahn&#39;s&#39; new hook. Io additional
inforaationhas been received identifying the actual ~ariter_._,
or this mrodmi-n-/. s. -&#39; &#39; &#39; " if� l � 5 �~� � . k." .&#39;_ -&#39; <;- &#39; ~- . � . =-, ---~ ... . _ , . .. _ _ __ .,. _ �_ _ .. _ . .,. I _. ~_ , __

bllhe fileiioaghis ggggan reveal that ghehnane oi� -_.-5ar n rg&#39;s~as s n asa sgonsor a t e *~~=--"=-"-~�--~

Y hu�a&igMe
U � _In 1942 and 194-4* Carl Sandburg reportedly was

&#39;a�speaker&#39;or guest oi� several �affairs s onsored by the&#39;"~~f---
Joint Anti-Fascistjefugee Connittee  £F|lC_ _ !._ _     .-

-~-1,/�:7  have been designated n"I&#39;i:&#39;s>na&#39;nti" 4�
to Executive Order 19450.  /&#39;.;;_ }  _ 3*-1 .1 &#39;1,  "  &#39;

&#39;   In 1945 Carl Sandburg was listed as a sponsor----"&#39;1,
of the Ind endent Citizens Connittee of the Arts,, Sciences -$3 Professions  ICCASP!, lidvest Division. .- - ~  A

. The ICCASP has been cited as a connunist front ~
organization by the House Connittee on Un-Anerican
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THE -WHITE HOUSE _
- wasmucrou &#39;

August 25, 1961
F

Dear Courtney: O/7Q Ky; Q @655,/C5
Attached is a list of people on

whom we would like name checks. Is there
any possibility of getting them by Wednesday,
August 30th ?

Many thanks for your consideration

. V . Sincerely

. ¢ 1
_ u Kenneth O&#39;Donnell

Mr. Courtney Evans
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Department of Uustice
Washington, D. C. - &#39;
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