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V/ TO : Mr. Ladd é}"\\ ‘ DATE: l/20/h7

SUBJECT:

_ 3OVERNMENT

Call: T:45 BM, 1/19/47

b
FROM : = E. H. Winterrowd - : %Eéz“”
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e ot~ { i :

[ SHORT MURDER CASE, / -
L0S ANGELES, CALIFORNIA
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Uiss Gandy,

At the ebove time, Special Agent Haynes of the Washington Field
Office ed and advised that a Warren Francis, Washington correspondent
of the %Los Angeles Times," haed requested telephonically any informstion that - -+
the Burpau had concerning & Robert " Wy, South Gate Street, Los /{’ %2
Angeles, or 8010 Mountain View} Huntington Park, Francis stated he had i
received a wire from his paper requesting information in the possession of -:l,."'__'fZﬁ
the Bureau, as well as Army or Navy, concerning Manley who allegedly was or
was to be, arrested in connection with the murd@r of the Short girl whom, it
wlll be recalled, was found in a mutilated condition.:

3
=

The above information was conveyed to Assistant Director Nichole
who stated that Francis should be advised that the Bureau was in no position
to comment on this matter and that it was a matter of local jurisdiction and,
accordingly, the Bureau must be most hesitant in inserting itself into such
a matter, This answer was conveyed to Special Agent Haynes who stated that
he would contact Francis and advise him of the above.
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TELR Y s

“~COUF WASHINGTOMN 1, UASHIMGTOM FIELD 1, LOS A!GELES 1 AMND i
«Z0STON 1 FROI NEW YORH 25 1-55 Pl : :

UMKHOUY SUBJECT., ELIZA3ETH SHORT, VICTIX, !URDER, {iI53C, IVF ;K%a;fﬁt» :E{

VICTIN, ALSO XIIOWT AS BLACK DANLIA, “UPD’FQD JAD FIFTEEP, FOATY

SEVEM. RETEL FRO LA TO DIRECTOR AND NY DATED JAMN. TUENTYTHIRD A
LAST ADVISING LEE il

FOUID It VICTINS EFFECTS AS'TORLER FIRST LIEUT., SHIRPPLY,

ULTIGﬁ:, LOS ANGELES, IDEMNTIFIZD PHOTO

FORLERLY AT WESTOVER FIELD, MASS. Ilf FORTYFIVE AND HITCHEL FIELD,
LONG ISLAMD, JUMNE FORTYFIVE AS A PSYCHONEUROTIC PATIZINT,

VHOSE WIFE COMMITTED SUICIDE UEAR DOSTON AFTER KILLING CHILD.
TRUE NAME OF SUSPECT FROM MITCHEL FIELD STATION HOSPITAL RECOPDS

,5-\

REGISTRY RKECORD HO, SIX MAUGHT FIVE SEVEN THLREE IS JOHM HENR?SSQIDDQA,
ASMN NAUGHT - SEVEN NIMNE NIHE FOUR SEVEN EZIGHT FIRST LIEUT, WHO EHLISTED
I RESERVE CORPS MARCH TWENTYONE FORTYTHO AMD WAS COIISISSIONED MX“F”

TWENTYFIVE FORTYTHREE. HOSPITAL Rvgﬁl %ZPQ.FI%/WfT" CQuu?éTLD
‘ :
SUICIDE APRIL TUWEMNTYFOUR FODTgﬁﬁ&&f@ﬁTP YITEih% 70 YEAR OLD DAUGHTE
0

SUSPECT CONFINED AT AAF P”GIONAﬁS ﬂg? [AL," Vﬁ TOV FIELD, IIASS,
s s

nt tf *w'
GATICT TUENTY FORTYFIVE FOR PVNUMO“I§§W PP“'Q%¢rEOD”D EPIL PTIC FITs

L Ve —

AIlD WAS RECD AT MITCHEL FIELD HOSPITAL" JUP"’”VEmTYO“E FORTYFIVE UI'DER

Bty Oshédéﬂ

EM'D PAG“’
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CONF.,

YAR DEPT. SPECIAL ORDER MNO. EIGHTY OI'E, PARAGRAPH TUO, DATZD JUIE
NITETEEN, FORTYFIVE. SUSPECT FAD SICK LEAVE AT HOUE FROiT JULY ZIGFT=ZEN

FORTYFIVE TO AUG. IIIE FORTYFIVE. O!f LATTEE DATZ ARNMY RETIREMENT |
SOARD FINDIMGS RULED "SUSPECT A!l EPILEPTIC, PLACIMNG HIil Ol TERMIIAL
LEAVE UITH PERUANENT IHCAPACITATED/RATING AllD HE UAS DISCHARGED
FROI1 SERVICE @FTER TERUINAL LEAVE HAD ZXPIRED SEPT . TUENTYSECOMND |
FORTYFIVE. SUSPECT RECEIVES ifONTHLY RETIRENENT PAY FOR DISABILITY,
OE ONE HUNDRED THIRTY ONE DOLLARS AND TWENTY FIVE CEMNTS FRO US
} VETERANS ADMINISTRATIONM, WASHINGTOMN, D, C. SUSPECT ADV&SED
; MITCHEL HOSPITAL, JULY SIXTEEM FORTYFIVE, THAT HIS FATHER AGE
% FIFTYTJO IS A RETIRED PAINTER, REAL ESTATE OPERATOR AMD DRUNKARD,
{ THAT HIS HMOTHER, LARIE J. SHIPPEE, MAIN ST., NEUTON, MNEVU HAMPSHIRE,
IS HIGH STRUNG, THAT A SISTER DIEZD AT THE AGE OF FIVE, THAT
HE YAS TUENTYFIVE OF AGE VWHEMN INTERVIEVWED, WHITE, BOR!l IN PROVIDE!ICE,
RI REARED IN NEW ENGLAND, GRADUATED FRO! HIGE SCHOOL, CLAINED MO
PRIOE POLICE RECORD AMD WORKED. I} HAT FACTORY FOR A YEAR AlUD HALF
THEIN BRICK LAYERS HELPER, SIX HOMNTHS, AID LAST EMPLQYED AS BOOKKEEPER
AMD ASST. OFFICE UAMAGER Il WHOLESALE GRAI!, COAL AMD BUILDING SUPPLY
CO« UNTIL ARLY ENLISTHENT. HE MARRIED- Il! FORTYTJO, STATIMG

VIFES BROTHER, ABOUT APRIL, FORTYFIVE WAS APPREHE!DED AS AYJOL AT

ElD PAGE TYO,




°AGE THREE., CONF.

CHAUUTE FIELD, ILL. SUSPECT ADVISED HIS BIOTHER IS A MEI'TAL CASEZ.
SUSPECT TREATED FOR GOIORRHEZA, OCT., FORTYFOUR, AT UAXWELL FIELD,

ALA. AT WESTOVER FIELD ¥AS ASSIGHED TO S@. H, ONE ONE TJO AAF 32U,

I JAlls OR FEB. FORTYTHREE WAS IM AAT STATICH HOSPITAL, BLYTHVILLI,
ARKANSAS, TREATHENT UNKMNCUN. SUSPECTS TUO IAUGHT OMNE PERSOIIZL FILE
SENf FROM MITCEEL FIELD TO AGO, WASHIIIGTO!' DC. 110 FULL DZISCRIPTIO¥
AVAILABLE It M7. WASH FIZLD ASCERTAII ADDRESSES FROIi US.

VETERANS ADHINISTRATION UHERE SUSPECTS DISAZILITY CHECKS HAVE BEERD

UAILED SINCE ARIIYY DISCHARGE A!D SECUEE DESCRIPTION, PHHAOTO,

BACKGROUI'D AND LEADS £33 AS TO UHEREABCUTS FROI AGO RECORDS. ST. LOUIS
COUDUCT SANE TYPE INVESTIGATIOCH BY CHECKING DEWOBILIZED PEIRSONFEL

ARiY RECORDS. BOSTO!I COIDUCT DISCREET IDIQUIDY AT LAST

RITOWIT 1OIE ADDRESS OF SUSPECT AlD FANUILY AT BAIN ST., PEVTOYM, MNEY HAIRPSYID
Il ORDER TO ESTABLISH BACiCGROUMND AD WHLREAZOUTS OF SUSPECT AT
CCIiISSION OF [IURDER, JAll. FIFTEZM, LAST. EOSTO! ALSO CHECK

LOCAL US VETERANS ADMINISTRATIO!N OFFICE FOR ADDRESSES ~ CHZCH HAIL TO.
SUTEL SUREAU AND LOS ANGELES, ORIGIMN AID COIDUCT IMIZDIATE IIWESTIGATIOC.
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| IFLFrVis 1 LOS ANGELES 1 BUREAU | °
i cou€’$9 ANGELES 1 BUREAU 1 FROM BOSTON 1 GY'W 26 1275M
ﬁ( URGDNT : : o
UNKNOWN SUBECT, ELIZABETHCSHORT VICTIN, WURDER, MISCELLANEO © ‘

.

43 RE TERETYPE LOS ANGELES TO BOSTON AND ST, LOUIS, JANUARY ~ - ---—
s
TWENTY THREE LAST, ALSO GONFERENCE TELETYPE FROM NEW YORK, ‘)/ égfﬂﬂﬂﬂiv

/ 97
JANUAR%TWENTY FIVE. JOHN HENRYN&HIPPEE PURCHASED HOUSE AT [’ [ ol
[
DEERFIELD, NEW HAMPSHIRE ABOUT SEPTEMBER NINETEEN FORTY FIVE 'fyb/’
VA
AND HAS RESIDED AT DEERFIELD SINCE THAT DATE AND HAS MADE e H

EXTENSIVE J?ERATIONS AND REPAIRS TO HOUELXE HOUSE. MOTHER,
MARIE J. SHIPPEE, OUNS DEERFIELD INN, PRESENTLY CLOSED AND
MOTHER GONE TO FLORIDA. SHIPPEE REMARRIED ABOUT EASTER,
NINETEEN FORTY SIX TO GIRL NAEX'X NAMED QUOTE MARY, MAIDEN
NAME POSSIBLY HANSON, FRM CAIFORNIA BELIEVED TO BE LOPFS
ANFELES. ACQUAINTANCES THINK MARY AND SHIPPEE MARRIED IN
NEW YORK CITY. ROMEO LEVESQUE, CHIEF OF POLICE, RAYMOND,
NEW HAMPSHIRE KNOWS SHIPPEE AND SAW HIM AT WHITE CROSS STORE,
4=8 ‘RAYMOND, NEW HAMPSHIRE, JANUARY FOURTEEN LAST. ROBERT

ECCLETON AND ESSEX VINING, PROPRIETORS THIS STORE PRODUCED o
R
RECORDS AND ADVISED SHIPPEE HAS ACCOUNT AT STORE. SHIPPEE
- IN STORE ADXX AND MADE PURCHASE ON JANUARY FOURTEE? NINETEEN
o qutin o A iy >

FORTY SEVEN, « HE ADVISED OWiNRXX OWNERS HE WAS DRIVING TO

CALIFORNIA TO BRING BACK HIS WIFE, MARY, WHO FLEW TO CAIXX
CALIFORNIA FROM BOTON, MSSs, -JAXXZXXXXXBOSTON, MASS. JANURY W

TEN, LAST TO VISIT HER PARENTS. wg@umzn RO@fNSONfg%ORg%hfj ’_ﬁ’jz

TOUN CLERK, DEERFIELD, MY HAMP§§ i EIGHBORZQF SHIPPEE

ADVISED SHIPPEE ACCOMPANIED‘BZ.HIS ;QLE’TOM,fLAST”ngXXNAME
UNK.NOWN, LEFT FOR CALIFORNIA oN UEDNEéDAY¢ JANUARY FIFTEEN J
LAST, DRIVING SHIPPEES NINTEEN"#ORTY TWO BUICK SEDAN TO BRING

5 R SRERRFRCK O DEERFIELD. ROBINSON SUPPLIES MILK TO

* SHIPPEE AND IS CARING FOR HIS HOUSE. SHIPPEE ADVISED

ROBINSON HE EXPECTED TO BE GONE APPROXIMA}ELY ONE MONTH




PAGE TWO

'

ROBINSON POSITIVE SHIPPEE HAS BEEN IN DEERFIELD CONTINUOUSLY ‘

DURING LAST FEW MONTHS, WITH THE EXCEPTION OF FEW DAYS SPENT
IN Bé&ON ABOUT CHRISTMAS AND OCCASIONAL ONE DAY TRIPS TO
BOSTONs ROBINSON PRODUCED POST CARD FROM SHIPPEE POSTMARKED
JANUARY SEVENTEEN LAST, BOSTON, MASS. ECCLETON RECEIVED
POSTCARD FROM SHIPPEE ON JANUARY TWENTY ONE OR TWENTY TWO
FROM VIRGINIA, UNABEX®XX UNABLE TO FIND CARD. NEW HAMPSHIRE
STATE POLICE ADVISED SHIPPEE HAS NEW HAMPSHIRE REGISTRRTION
PLATES, NINE SEVEN DASH SEVEN SIX FIVE, A NINETEEN FORTY

TWO BUICK ROADMASTER, FOUR DOOR SEDAN, COLOR BLACK SERIAL
NUMBER ONE FOUR FOUR THREE FOUR FIVE ZERO FOUR. ACQUAINTANCES
ADVISE SHIPPEE VERY HEAVY DRINKER, SPENDS MONEY FREELY,

%QB NOT EMPLOYED, RECEIVES NINETY PERCENT DISABI#ITY PENSION
FROM ARMY AND HAS OCCASIONAL SPELLS, BELIEVED TO BE EPILEPTIC
FITS. RECORDS CHECKD VETERANS ADMINISTRATION, MANCHESTER,
NEW HAMPSHIRE WITH NEGATIVE RESULTS

.
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COyF VASH 11 AL (IYC 3 FRUL LOSA 23 5=-17 Pl

Aﬁ’ECTOR SAC MEV YORK URGENT
. Ly : ) (75 D;
UlisU3., ELIZABETH SHORT, VICTIL., LURDER, IlilFO CONCERH LG, 14

COMUECTION VITH [HVESTIGATIOI! OF oRUTAL LURDER OF ELIZABETH SHOR
li? L.A. JAIl FIFTEERTH I @ETEEi! FORTY SEVE{! REGUEST ASSISTAIICE
OF BUREAU | DETERLIINGIG IDENTITY OF SUSPECT IDERTIFIED UilLY

ﬁ?ﬁ?HIPPEY. FIRST HALE UMiOWN,  [WFORUANT

IDENTIFIED SHIPPEY IH PICTURE AI'D STATES SUSPECT WAS A FIRST LT. b7P

Il US ARLY AIR CORPS,'RATE PILOT. SHIPPEY BOTH VERE

COIF I HED AT VESTOVER HOSPITAL, VIESTOVER, MASS. ASOUT APRIL FORTY-
FIVE. SHIPPEY DISCHARGED FROLI HOSPITAL AilD ASOUT SAUE TIJE SHIPPEY-
S VIFE, ‘A RESIDENT OF iiASS., KILLED THEIR CHILD AiD COLLITTED
SUICIDE. ﬁFTER THIS EVEW SHIPPEY VIENT 70 P I1ECES AilD WAS COUNF -

[HED AT ARIY HOPSITAL, MITCHELL FIELD, NY AUOUT UTE JELULE,
XXM JUNE TUELVE FORTYFIVE AI'D VAS PLACED Il PSYCHO VIARD FOR
TREATMENT. HIS PRESENT WHEREAZOUT UMKHOVN, IT 18 BELIEVED SHIPPEY
VAS DISHARGED FRO.! ARY UNDER SECTIOM EIGHT, PSYCHO HEUROSIS.

JOSTQH_QHEQE"L£§TUVER HOSP I TAL AND HEVSPAPER LORGUE il ATTE.PT

TO IDENTIFY SUSPECT AlD 'ASCERTALL SACKGROUID, VHEREASOUTS,

AHD UESCPIPIIOM. NY CHECK HOS2ITAL AT LITCHELL FIELD, IF SUS-

e Ty

3EC! IDENTIFIED ulLL thUEuTAp ~LOUIS CHECI ARLY RELU 1S RE

.31 SCHARGE AMND AitY /-\.U..)lT’lU 1AL INFU. 5ECUI;DK‘§3'A // 1,8
v —— it ) &
905 e NRTAY
) q:c}*‘ 8
PLS HOTE THAT BOSTON Ai ST. LOUIS WILL S€ ADVISED , .~
1 o A o
ACK ~LS ../\( NN i r \g§ -
BEFEB 13 1947 oSanoan V0
l il o ™ 0

T . e .




A &  DERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGA
: @ '= sraTes DEPARTMENT OF 4 &
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* < < ,0C-150

To: COMMUNICATIONS SECTION. | ! Lz
JETUILSY 29, 1947 /!
Transmit thé following message to: o
1Tls Ce Do ID0GUIL A

CII.T O 0LICE
LTTL.TICH WJILLLAL §. TELDLEY
i FotY Iy
vOJOS LIGILSS, CALIFOLTA
‘'l
LIORLT R JANGINRY DUDTY FIET, TIIZATUEI GUONT, CUODTR.  LATTUT FINGIIEINT
TILCHTT TIROUCT THIS ZULLBS SIUGLS FILI LLLT FILL (ILOUT TITeCTilg AN

oy, ,
Bt ey

ITEPIFICATION. GUTLIING,
JOIET EDGL 2OV, DIDTSTION
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COPIES DESTROYER . DL S
P , N -
382 nNov1s 1964 , oz =2
el e
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i . o
, ' ir. Rosen o . w2
L : . ¥r. tartin CC P00
‘  FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTI ON e
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE ‘ ﬁ

I
URGERT

TO: COMMUNICATIONS SECTION. ' JANUARY 2, 1947

Transmit .the following message to: SAC'S LOS AMGELES, BOOTON AND NEW YORK
. ' » L '

UNSUB, ELIZ SHORT, VICTIM. RE LOS ANGELES WIRE JANUARY TWENTY THREE.

z,'

/ N SUTEL BURFAU RXSULTS OF INVESTICATTON REQUESTED REFERFNCE TELFTYPE.

DEVELOPED.
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64 P Cz )
® @  gsta

Oﬁice Memorandum + vsiTED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO : THE DIRECTOR d\K DATE: 1230-47 ﬁ
/ e

In connection with our effort to assist the local authorities
by securing Social Security informajion regarding a suspect in con-
nection with the murder of Elizabetl'Short at Lios Angeles, you inquire
as to whether Social Security lets us have any information.

A .
FROM : : / * .
Mr, Edw, A, Tamm 7 ff/ / I,/ i
SUBJECT: / { - 1 2
/ Er.
¥ ir. 0
i.‘rr: Pennington______
ir. nn Temd : .

During the war, by special arrangement, Social Security furnished
us confidentially with information based on our certification that it was needed
in connection with a case growing out of the war and having to do with such
matters as Espionage, Sabotage and subversive activities, You will recall that
just recently they wrote saying that since the President has issued the proclamation
terminating hostilities it would now be necessary to say specifically the case
arose during and out of the war. We sent a protest to the Attorney General
explaining that we now have cases which have arisen since the cessation of
hostilities which are at least as important if not more so than those during the
war and requested him to effect arrangements whereby we could receive this

very valuable data. N
The instant request to Social Security appeared to be an excellent
opportunity to get on record asking for assistance in apprehending the
perpetrator of a most heinous murder. If they comply, it will be a precedent
and if they refuse it will be an excellent instance to cite in our efforts to y
gain access to their records. The request was delivered by hand but the £
ueply has not been forthcoming as yet. You will be advised immediately. /h

JEM. DMG
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. FEDERSL DIREAU OF INVESTIGATION A

URITED STATES DEIVRTMINT OF JUSTICD -

" -

_To: COMMUNICATIONS SECTION, VANUARY 31, 184¥ ROUTIVE

‘o Transmit the following moszage i0:NO05 AVIELES

e - »
T GHEMOFK LUBJTECT. FI:I&(BE&"E/SE ' YICTIY, HURDER. SOCIAL SEQURITY

ACITFELTTADION "NMALLY BEFULFS 70 COIRILATE 5¥ D URVICHING DATE oY
VICLIE'S EMULOFUEYD RECUID.
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-‘-..4H2heral ﬁgurean nf Iinuesttgatmn

o ]ﬂmteh §)tates Bepartmcnt of Justtte
e Los: Angeles (13) Célifornia
: ' Januar/ 31 1947

ffﬁiréétor; FBT .
L Attention  IDENTIFICATION DIVISION .
(SINGLE FINGERPRINT SDCTION) -

P e H;:’ o
oo b INFORMATION. CONCERNING o

- Sy e T ‘
v D@&T ;Slr‘ .

There are enclosed herew1th three photographs of fingerprlnts.
- removed from an anonymous letter. addresses £o the Los Angeles Police
Department concerning’ the’ mutllation murder “of ELIZABETH 'SHORT.,
It is réquested. that these prints be ‘checked through the Single .. S
. r;ngerprint Sectlon and if-gn identification: is~ made -that this™ office’
wberhotifiéd by teletype immed&@tely. In-the-event.an identification -
-~ is mot mede: from ‘these’, nrlnts, it is requested that same be retained
in- the Slngle Flngerprlnt Sectlon for’ p0351ble’future Ldentlflcatlon.

- Very truly yours, »

R B, HOOD
4;_;‘, S s

Encl. (3)

JAJ Icd L
62?2928’_”_ SRR R

f'*%izamﬂ -/év
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’ FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 65754 \

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
‘ Date recorded: 2-4-47 9:00 AM

Single Fingerprint Report

v
Case: gE: ELIZABETH SHORT Number:{ 2-82E27/5
TNFORMATION CONCERNING

Specimens: Three photographs of latent impressions, submi tted for fingerprint
examinatione

E inati , :
xamination requested by SAC, Los Angeles
Date received: 2-3-47 rmd
Date of reference communication: 1-31-47
Examination requested: Fingerprint
Result of examination: Examination by:Robyak
TELETYPE IF IDENT
| . W L o PR
| D W—- % '
W Ra .
B2 C 2N =L
J - 7/ .

é//47 %51 o DJ 2 = 3Vﬁéf0
o)A 2A2, Cr 2 Ny At HE

“
— &

SFP-27




du

SAC, los Angeles ' Fehruary 15, 1947
T)irwtﬂl‘, Fm . 2

%

VLIZABETH SHOUT
INFORMATION CONCTRNTNG

Haference is made to your lettar of Junuary 31, 1947, sub~
mitting thres photographa of latent impregsions for examinstion in
connection with the above-entitled matter, your file #62-2928,

You are advised that the four latent fingerprints ajpearing

in the photographs were searched through the single fingerprint fils,
but no identifications were effected. The photographs are being retained
for any future gomparisons which might be desired.

JR:CJO

62~82627 -12 " "
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\ o s Daniel 8, Voo hees
- affion o e sl Cose,

. Tolson

. B, A, Tamm_

. Clegg

. Glavin

. Ladd

. Nichols o i
Rosen

. Tracy

. Carson

. Egan

. Gurnea

. Hatbo

. Hendon

. Jones

. Lieonard

. Prpnington__

WASHINGTON TIMES HERALD
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an't Stand If
ny Longer

33-year-old Man

Denies Writing Notes

LOS ANGELES, Jan. 28 (AP).
Police Capht. Jack Donohoe ane
nounced late tonight that a 33
yesar-old man had walked into po-
Yice headquarters and said he
“wanted to confess” to the sadis-
e killing of Blizabeth Short, 23,
whose nude, bisected body was
found in a vacant lot here re
cently.,

The man, dressed in fan work
pants, green spork shivk, his cop-
per-curly hair bareheaded, was
bhooked on suspicion of murder.

He gave his name as Daniel 8,
RIS

Voorhees.

F o e

P Can't Stand™If Any Longer”
*Just a short time ago,” said

Donohos, “a man telephoned po-

‘lice headquarters and said “I can’t
stand it any longer--I want to

confess to fhe murder of the Black '

Dahlia'*

That was the way friends of
the former Hyde Park, Mass., girl
referred fo her, because of he
penchant for wearing black ¢lot
ing fo maich. her raven tresses.

‘Shortly after we received th
teléphone call,” sald TDonohoe,
“this man walked into the homi
cidg department and said ‘T can't
stand it any longer—I want io

confess to the Black Dahlia’s mur
der» 13

!

Has Family m Phoenix

Donohue said that after the man
was booked, giving several downe
town hotels as his residence, he
was turned over for questioning
by Dr. Paul De River, police psye
CIGTORISE

The mcmgmt said, after a
preliminary examination, that he
had “come it to no defmlte conclu-
smn r

" Detective Ed Barrett, who was
among the man’s questioners, dis-
played & sheet of paper on which

‘|was written, “I did kill Elizabeth

Short,” which was signed “Dariiel
S, Voorhees,”

Barrett sald Voorhees told him
he has a wife and nineyearold
daughter in Phoenix, Ariz, bub
declined fo identify them.

| MIust ‘Get it OFf My Chest’

Barrett quoted Voorhees as say-
ing:
#T am so sick I can’t stand it.

{1 simply had to get ib off my

chest.”
Be denied having written any

tof & number of letters and posb

cards to police, one of which said
the slayer would surrender at 10
a.m. tomorrow.

PHOENIX, Ariz., Jan, 28 (AP).
The Phoenix police identification
buregu said tonight a2 man who
{gave his name as Dan Voorheey

The bureau seid that Voorhees,

a Phoenix assault to commit yapa.
ca“s&‘ga.ve His age BS 25, Revords
showed no dizpasitien of the case,

‘had been arrested NEYe 1ive HMes,

arrested in 1942 in conpection with...
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CopsDoubtDahlia'Slayer's'Ad

By United Press

LOS ANGELES, Jan. 29—A shabbily
dressed young Army veteran, Daniel 8.
Voorhees, was hooked on suspicion of
murdering Elizabeth Short today after
he signed n tive-word confession ad-
mitung the slaying of the 22-year-old
Black Dahiia,

Police were not convinced of Voor-
hees” guilt, and were awaiting further
word from anothor “confessed slayer,”
who had promised o give himself up
At 10 a. m. todsy, almost two weeks
after the girl's mutilated body was
found in a lover's lane.

Voorhees® confossion read:

“IL did kil Beth Short.”

He refused to amplify hig statement,

Voorhees surrendered by phone and

- asked to he arrested. -
i L caw’t stand it any longer”

Jave n wife and little girl in Phoenix.”

th
“gurly baired Voorhees told police. “%\

Dahlia was his swatement that he
dated her in 1941 and had seen hier
several times since,

“I was out with her two weeks ago”
he said. *I took her on the bus.”

He refused to tell where he took her.

A3 far as police know, Miss Short
first came to Californiz in 1943, two
years after Voorhees said he dated her,

Police said they would not try io
give Voorhees a lie defector test uutil
he had recovered from his “bewildered
and befuddled” state,

Voorhees said he was hooked on a
rape charge in Phoenix in 1841 but did
not serve time., He said he was re~
leased to serve in the Air Corps.

Then he coutradicted himsell and
said his Army service began wmn 1943,
not 1041, He was released in 1943, stiit
a private. :

The other “slayer” hacked down yes~
terday in a new note asking for terms

¥ His only counection with the Blackjof surrender.

e —

: (?m é:snil !“ -
b7

¥ashington News

1-28-47

“I will give up in Dahlia killing it X
2ot 10 years,
said the note. *

estranged father of the dead girl, for
a second time and released him,

A one-time roommate of the dead
girl, 16-year-old Lynn Martin, told po-
Hee more of her own experiences than
of Miss Short's. She was to be gues-
tipned again today.

IThe gir], who masqueraded as a 34~

yéar-old model, admitied an ac&um -
arge with free-lance Photograph
George Price, 43, and said she had
posed in the nude for him for lewd
pletures.

{ Price’s name was in the Dahlia's ads
vess hook, Ha was questioned bub de:

njed knowing Miss Short. ;
Police said that as & result of M

Martin's festimony 11 men wounld ba

charged with contnbuiing fo her de-

lingueney.

Don't try to find me”

Police also questioned Cleo Shorg,
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64

O]ﬁ b Mem”’ﬂ”d%m » UNITED s%xTEs GOVERNMENT "~

fy.l’

¥

i //‘ TO : &A{R’ ROSEN DATE: January 29, 1947

b Ir. "‘o],son
Wre 2. Ay TEEmo
FROM : . o e
C. W. EVANRAY” EE——
SUBJECT:  UNKNOWN SHRJECT; T e
. ELIZABETSYSHORT, VIGTIM; T —
MURDER: MISCELLANEOUS i e

IN;ORMATI N CONCERNING B Q“é:::mm
SHRT 5

g1 SS Beahm

With regard to the newspaper clipping which appgafed in the Times-  ilss Gty

Herald on January 29, |1947, indicating that Daniel S¥xVoorhees, with alias Dan__.
),ﬁﬁ oorhees, had surrendered to the Ios Angeles Police Departmen'b and had admrbted
7 the murder of the viciim, Elizabeth Short, who is also known as the "Black Dahliall,

the newspaper artic¥8|indicated that Voorhees had previously been arresTéd iil

in Phoenix, .Arizona, for rape. The files of the Records Division fail to disclose

any previous record on Voorhees. The files of the Identification Division disclosed

the following criminal record on one Dan Voorhees, FBI-#1052309, who may be identical -

with the individual who surrendered himself to the Los Angeles Police Department.

\

~

Voorhees was first arrested on December 6, 193l, by the Sheriffts Office,
Phoenix, Arizona, for auto theft. No d:.spos:.t:.on was given for this arrest. He
was next arrested on February 5, 1936, by the Phoenix, Arizona Police Department
on a charge of disturbing the peace. On February 8, 1936, he was given 180 days!
sentence and the sentence was suspended. A fingerprint card in Voorhees' jacket
dated October 28, 1941, reflects that Voorhees was an applicant for a position
. at the Fleet Operation Base, Roosevelt Base, Terminal Island, Long Beach, California.
Voorhees was arrested on September 9, 1942, by the Sheriffts Office, Phoen:.x, Arizona,
on the charge of rape. The case was dismissed on October 19, 1942, when Voorhees
\ was inducted into the U. S. Army.

A

NS Another fingerprint card submitted by the Commanding General, Service of Supply,
iU, S Army, Washington, D, C., reflected that on May 30, 19142, Voorhees applied for a
pos:Lt:Lon in the Salvage Department. A disposition sheet contained in the file and
unsupported by fingerprints reflects that Voorhees was arrested on September 11, 1945,
in Salt Lake City, Utah, and charged with vagrancy, disorderly conduct, and "B. of H"
(not a standard abbreviation and exact charge not known). On Sepbtember 13, 1945, he
was given a sentence of $25 or 30 days on this charge.
%)
/7|
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CONF WASH AND WASH FLD 4 LOSA 1 AFROM NEW YORK 28 i1-57 P ‘ —_—
 DIRECTOR AND SACS  URGENT W%‘«;
1 | .,

UNSUB, ELIZABETH SHORT, VIC,, MURDER. MISCELLANEOUS INFO CONCERNING.
FOLLOWING TELETYPE RECD FROM ST LOUIS QUOTE SPECIAL SEARCH CONDUC-
TED FOR SERVICE RECORD PERTAINING TO JOHN HENR{}?%&PPEE, ASN NAUGHT /
ALSO CONDUCTED IN CLINICAL RECORDS ON SHIPPEE UNDER REGISTER NUMBER |’
SIX NAUGHT FIVE SEVEN THREE WITH NEGATIVE RESULTS. AGO ADVISES RE-
CORDS PROBABLY LOCATED IN‘WASHINGTON,‘DC. RUC UNQUOTE., NO FURTHER-

- W—-«-—-—"‘"‘M
T o e b de ﬁtﬁixﬁﬁﬁgw Jééé%mﬁ;qg;?ééﬁ 7 )
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DASH SEVEN NINE NINE FOUR SEVEN EIGHT, WITH NEGATIVE RESULTS. SEA%&%&Q‘;




i
WASH FROM LOSA 16 29 5-11 P s
DIRECTOR URGENT : Lo
LM
UNSUB, ELIZABETH SHORT, VICTIM, MURDER, MISC INFO CONCERNING. .. %
LAPD REQUESTS ASSISTANCE IN LOCATING LT. COLONEL THOMAS W E
L —_— I
t/CQRLS FORMER EXECUTIVE OFFICER MEDICAL CORPS U S ARMY, PR
FORMERLY ATTACHED TO DIBBLE GENERAL HOSPITAL, MENLO PARK CAL1EY
THIS OFFICER SIGNED MEDICAL DISCHARGE ON SUSPECT ROBERT W-MANLEY " ‘-

AND LAPD INTERESTED IN COMMUNICATING WITH Q!FiﬁTMAS;’/’RE', MANLEYS / 5

E’ﬂﬁf/ el (f- » /

CASE. DIBBLE GEN HOSPITAL MENJ‘;@% ABK DEACT NVAZET=RT PRESENT
T G
STATUS CHRIsTMAS unknoun asFo VHETHER on AcTIFBTRTPY suteL, (

HOOD Galled Ident. . ﬂ"Q/
] ﬁﬁ' ‘ M /}‘?é—'f(“vz .yl _:g;.{;:{@l 4?’{’____, { l'u:’w)gﬂ"( ’
I Y (ed (;HL’ %‘34
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o T | FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGAG , o Ge-150
. UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF J§ PR S
To: COMMUNICATIONS SECTION.

Transmit the Iollow1ng message to:

1-31-47 | : glﬁ

mconnm (ﬂ vl - / SAG, LOS KNUELBS  URGENT
f‘ -— "’
P RETEL JARUARY TRRNTY BINE, 1aS7, WLIZABESH SHORT, VICTIN, WURDBS, MISC
A
""" Leo coNcm¥ING. IATEST WR nm.mm ROBIWR SEOXS AS OF NOVEMB: :R
.\;ﬁ QOCRTY, IAST, U Iggggnggs-cemouaL !Iolas I&LL&AH.E«u ISPAS, OFPICER
X . N 4 WO
9 SERIAL WOMBSR NAUGHY DASE OWE 81X I8 S5 rm M ARMY AND NAVY GENERAL
' ROSPITAL, HOT SPAINGE RATIOM, PARE, ANKANMS.
HOOVER
Y
'COPIES DESTROVEM | X
832  NOV 18 1804 I ¥

FEDERAL BUREAY nr NIESTIGATION
U, 8. pEpAR LT -1 HSTICE

COMZIUKIGATIONS SECTI0N
- JAN 3.
1 14‘\1947 TELD e -/7 B a»mﬁ
SENT VIA — 1777/A/% 'Per"ﬁzzzz€§?~




105 ANGTLES AND BOSTON FROM WASHINGTON FIFLD r/zs/ur
5ACS URGENT

UNSUB. PLIZABETH @c}m, VICTIM, YURDER, “ISCELLANETS TNFORMATION
COMCFRNING. PBYTYL FROM NEW YORE JANUARY T#ENTYFIVE, LEST. VA FILE, N0,
C DASH FOUF OME HAUCHT SEVEN TREE SIX FIGHT, KEFLECTS SUSPFCT JORN EWR{
\ﬁqPPzE HONOFAPLY DISCHARGED FROM ARMY SEPTYMBER TAENTYSEVEN, FORTUFIVE,
BYCAUSE OF QUOTE EPILEPSY, GEAND AL SEIZUTES UNQUOTE., DISABILITY CHICKS
UPEFNTLY MATLED 70 HIM, AS OF DEGTIBER TPIRTYONE, FORTYFIVE, AT EFD SOWNE
DEERFIFLL, NEW HAMPSHIFE. CHECKS PRIOR TO TiIS TIME AND SUBSECUSNT T)
VISCHAEGE MATLVD 1) KT AT ADDDFSS NF FATN STREET, NZIION, NIV DERQ7VL
BOER JULY TaPNTY, THENTY, PPOVIU'NCE, T. T., FIVE FPPET UL-77, ONP SIXIY
FIGRT POUNDS, WHITF, MEDIUM BUILD, BLUF F\ES, BROAN HAIL, WOTHIE, LES., KAPIE

J. BIIPPEE, MAIN STEEEY, NEWTON, N. H. AGO RBCORDS FIFLRCT £UIPPPEZNTERED
SPMY WASCH TRENTYFIVE, FORTTTHREE, COUMISSIONZD SECOND LT. IR ALE COFES,

FORRARY, FORTYTHO, FFCEIVTD PRIMARY rmma AT RFLENA, RFXRNSAS, OCTOBFR \,,

TO LOVEMRLE, FOFTITRO, DaSIC TRAINIRG AT G ﬂTEH @m», JLAERCA, DG TR
70 JAKUAEY FORIYTHREE, AUVANCED ¥ '"Pmmaﬂ B LHE.YILL‘ ARKANEAS, FLEFDARY
20 WAFCH SOPIYTHREE, ASSICRFD AT gamu! TEKHESSEé WAY TO JONY, FORTYTHIFE,

/ l‘~,

WAXWELL FIFLD, ALABY#A, JULY, FONTYTHRER 70 FEAUIME SEVENTEEN, FORTYFOUE.
LATEST AC0 ADDRESS PEFLECTED BY AGO COMYDNICATION T0 SHIPPER Avcuuw # quzx,

e .I’UL%' P

LAST, AT RFD SOUTH DEERFIFLD, N. H., AND SAME FETURNED B’“ .: cap: "oF PHOTO

L{ '”"r "‘g - ! ) .
¢ MADE. WILL BF mnwmzn LA ANSD, DURFAT ADVISED.
AXEN TN PORTITHREE BETH o
RWBLYIR HOTTHL, - TE

-

62-5378 ( sc Dureau by masgenger g
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PANDARD FORM NO, 64 ’ ” ”
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O]jﬁce‘ Memorandum + UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

ro / . THE DIREGTOR - DATE: 1=20=47
L RROM llé- EDV. 14,‘ TAMM WJ 6‘\ﬁ:‘;. f.cA o1
) N . Y
. Ui‘”" " T Porre
(/’ - sf,lfBJECT: UNKNOWN SUBJECT; Ny niniadd
ELIZABETH®SHORT - VICTIM R

MURDER AT LOS ANGELES

v You will recall that as a matter of cooperation with
phe local aquthorities in an effort to solve this very vicious
murder, we prepared a letter to Social Security asking for
‘employment and other identifying data concerning a suspecte
This letter was signed by you for delivery by a liaison repre-

| sentative this morning in an effort to secure an immediate replW.
M ‘ \

The headlines on this morning's paper indicated that a =7
suspect at Los Angeles has confessed the killinge MHr. Mumford \3 L A
talked telephonically with SAC Hood who advises that the police /‘)' L'
are convinced the man is a mental case and that he is not the /,. /67
ctual killers. The Liaison Section is accordingly taking the f-,
tter you signed on to Social Security this morning in an ef.fort . /g/’
ecure the desired data concerning the suspecb. Ry LA

JEHsml




ST/ADARD FORM NO. 64

Office Memorandum

¢

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TG s, D. M. LAI%Q/ DATE: February 6:;;1?%?,1 -
mod ;K. W srm'%!/%/ <
sd’ﬁmct:

[ Jim Donovan of the U, P, called at 12:30 a.m., February 6, i7" Porninzeon

Ve, Quinn Tam
mle
el

- 1947, and requested the criminal record, if any, of Corporal Joseph
unais, an M.Ps who had been arrested in New Jersey as a suspect in the
Black Dahlia murder case in California.

After checking with the Identification Division, the writer
informed Donovan that no information could be furnished at this time,
The writer suggested that if Donovan was still interested, he might call
later this morning.

ACTION:

Transmit to Records and Communications Division.

W/O
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BAC, Los Angeles Jenuvary 31, 1947
Director, FBI

. ELIZABETH SHORT, VICTIM, MURDER

Reference is made to your conference wire to the Bureau snd New York
City on January 73, 1947, regarding the above subject matter.

N A seesrch was made in the Tdentification Division to locate records on
onefShippey who may be identical with the individusi mentioned in referenced
teletyne. Three fimgerprint records which contain cards from the Arny were
located in the crimiral files; coples of these records are enclosed, for your
inform:ztion, as possibly one may be identical with the individual in shom you
are intevested. There ware forty-five Army prints ondbr the name of Shippey
in our non-criminal file, consequently it was not possible to determgnesnhich
of thezs might be identica? with subject Shippey. :

iy
/ | .
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Mr

Mr. Neass -
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Date: January 28, 1947

To: Executive Director
Social Security Board \ e &
Washington, D, C. G\

From; Johu Edgar Hoover, Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation
f *
Subject: ELIZABETH SHORT

This Bureau has received a request from an official of the Los Angeles
Police Department for assistance in the investigation of the case of Elizabeth
Short, who was a victim of a ruthless murder on January 14, 1947, at Los Angeles,
You will recall that this is the case which has received considerable newspaper
publicity and at the present time the Los Angeles Police Department investi=
gation is at a standstill. The only existing lead at this time is a matter of
checking her past employment through the records of the Social Security Board,
It is, thevefore, requesied that this Bureau be supplied with information from
the Social Security records concerning Elizabeth Short, Her Social Security
Number is listed as 0-22-18-4750, Of particular interest is inforfmuifion conw
cerning her employment record, Miss Short is described as whité; age, “".’“
approximately 22; height, 5 feet 6 inches; hair, light brown, dyed dbiacig, eyes,
green. Information contained in your records will be of invaluable assistance
in the handling of this matter, Your cooperation would be greatly sppﬁczaied.

‘;3*\!",_&“3(\
im! s




STANDARD FORM NO, 64

0]7'206 Memm'an%m « UNITED STA?ES GOVERNMENT

TO : D. M, La)ég}”/ DATE: January 30, 1947

FROM : E. G, Fitch o vod fovson.
-H?P ¥ ’&k%i‘j.}? Tan,
SUBJECT: ELIZABETH ‘SHORT 5:;.;: gg‘ggg‘g‘——
\r. Ladg -

| /\ k / : ¥r. Merdls o 7
‘ e\ Mr, kosen =
B Tracy :5

} The original of the attached letter to the Executive Director,igi Cerson v

Vr. Egan

Social Security Board, which requests the Social Security Board to e —
'3 . . . . . AT nning
supply the Rureau with information from the Social Security records R om—
Tele, koum

relative to Elizabeth Short, was delivered to Miss Hattle, Secretary S —
to Deputy Commissioner W, L. Mitchell by C. 0. Lynum of the Liaison Vios fondy
Section. She was requested to advise Mr. Hitchell, who was home ill, ___,5
of instant request as soon as he returned to work Thursday, January 30, hf‘ ’
1947, and also to advise the Bureau as soon 33 possible, positively or ":'*’?;“‘;‘;ﬁ‘
negatively, 0% ! V

It is noted the attached letter is addressed to the Executive
Director of the Social Security Board. It was ascertained that the
administrative setup at the Social Security Board has recently undergone ta ‘9
a change. It is now headed by Commissioner Arthur J, Altmeyer, Room 5238, e/
Social Security Building, Washington, D, -C. (Mr, Altmeyer is presently at / “!-{.‘
;he,?l)lnited Nations Conference and will probably be there until February 8,
94' .

We L. Mitchell is the Deputy Commissioner and Maurine Mulliner is
the Executive Administrative Assistant to the Commissioner, both have"
offices in the Social Security Building. ‘/k‘ ( | ‘»L/) . ]

ACTION

None.
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WASH FROM LOSA 4 24 1=3% 2

| RECTSH! URGE(IT / -t
/:J . v ’ . @/ [\;‘ s ' (~,_.,C

AY, B L . X . . . Pd e
FLIZASETH SHURT, 11070 CONCERINIG, PCLICE CCOPERATION,  ELIZASER 3 e

GHIOT VICTIL uF RUTHLESS LWURDER JAN. FOURTEEN! LA3T AT L.) .
PULICE 1IVESTIGATIO: AT STAWSTILL. CAATALL JACK SOVAHUE, LAPD

Ho il CIDE SQUAD, NEQUESTEL THIS OFFICE ENLEAYSY TO OJTALL 2RIUR
E.2LOY. ENT RECORD OF LiIRT THROUGH OF SCOCIAL SECUIRTY. ICE%M UG“
VeSenloEy WHITE, FEUCALE, TVENTYTVWO, FIVE FT. THX, “”E'EluHTE:H
LoDo, VAT LIGHT JROV, BIEL ZLACK, PREEJ EVce, .~Au TEERTH,
SOCTAL SECURITY (0. HAUGHT LaASH TUO Tl BASH 0D E1CHT DASH

b SEVEN FIVE {JAUGHT. SUTEL AT OMNCE. W&“’ﬁﬁu /}w?j f ;
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R STRELTS AI,BUQUERQUF NM FFOM J. B. STFPHENSON

‘ QUOTL*, BLACK DAHLIA UNQUO’“E MURDT”R CASE LCS AI!‘GEL

UREAU OF INVESTTGAIION
PARTtT‘NT OF JUSTICE

W IUNTCATIONS SECTEON
‘ FEB 13, 1947
TELETYPE
.FBL EL PASO  ~  2-13-47° . .12-20 B MU 0
DIRECTOR ¥BI AND SAC-BOSTON AND L0S ANGELES URGENT - }(y

GEORGE POREST, -NMVTA-.' RE

' ADVISING SUBJECT IN CUSTODY PITTSVFIE.JD, MASS. POSSESSION OF NINETEEN
7 'FOR’T‘Y SIX CHEVROEET TWO DOOR SEDAN MOTOR DAA TWO NINE

h.L PASO 'IELETYPE TO BOSTON ’i‘WELF’I'H INSTANT

¢TWO NAUGHT NAUGHT \"IHICH CAR STOLEN JANUARX TWENTY SEVEN LAbT ROM ‘

| TWO DASH SIX ONE. NINE FOUR. -

| ARTIOLm TO THE EFFECT THAT AT THF‘ TIML’ OF SUBJECTS APPILHENSION IN
‘-vMASSA;i&LSETTS THERT WERE CONTAINED IN THE AUTOMOBILE A BLOOD oTAINED

' iAXE lg AN ARMY SHOVEL AND HINTS THE SUBJECT IJ‘ICHT Bb IHPLICA'I“D IN THE

;‘NF'WSPAPER AL{TICLES ST_,PHEI\TSON ADVISF‘D
CAR FOR CUTTINC UP AN ANTELPE S"’VT"RA’ Y"ARS AGO. _
SUBJECT ADniITED -BEING, ON WEST COAST WbEN ELIZABETH

' BOSTON INTFRVIEI SUBJ" CT RELATIVL*. TO HIb 'EXACT IJ‘NERE)ABOU’TS . THE, WEST .

» ?COAST AT TIE OF SLAYING.

DETATLS oF smmm. |
TODAY.
o s
ACK IN oRb‘m PLEASE -
A 2226 PM OK FBI WA oVM’

BS Oft FET B% o

LA OK. FBI LA CJM DISCO

62 FEB 241941

NEW | MEXTGO LICENSE

EL PASO TIMES NEWBPAPER TODAY. CARRIES

ACCORDING TO
HE HAD USED AXE FOUND IN TRUNK oF
ARTICLE. FURTHERK smEs" S

¢S)I’ORT WAS SLAIN. -

LOS -ANGELES FURNISH BODTON MTH DATES AND
THIS OF FICE WILL ENDEAVOR INTERVIEW DTJPHENSON _
~ : Loy ged®
e M) T
R Y A
w2
RX\?‘ l -— - ,. . M
- F B 1y
moam 80 FEB 15 1960

2,0

"ORIGINAL COPY. FILED JN
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) " Qarise of Death Given.

: ; & youth was qdestmned at

¢ Jail ag-a poss1ble SuUs.
if thee gadistic slaying,

~while i the Coroner’s office au-

. topsy physicians: announced that

'Miss Short died of Hemorrhage

‘and shéck. The:young woman’s
fnouth was slit wijh a knife
ithree inches ol each side 'while
's*hed wasTstil] alive, the doctors i

sai !

e w

.'isciosed
byAutopsy

Eingerprints tentdtively
identified. the attractive vice

|vacant Iot near Norton Ave,
tand 39th St as Elizdbeth
:Short 22, of.Santa Barbara,
i the:-Federal Bmeau of Tnvesti-

yesterda,y, et

nhde 38 scores of persons tele-
p, onéd and visited the homicide
detail in City Hall cla1m1ng the

|gation. informed ‘The Tlmes[.

: The 1dent1ﬁeatmn,, gleane. N

B govemment ageucy, Wwas !}

. : R . This plus & concussxon of the :
tim.of a brutalsex-flend mur- ‘ brain induced by blows, on the
der' found Wedniesday In a o ihead caused Her dedth, they A

gtated, Other mutﬂatmn of ‘the.
'vbody, which was found cut. in
hdlf and otherwise desecrated; -
occurned affer death, in theu.'

The FB.I ﬁles disclosed the
wictim’s identity after Thg
Times wired classrﬁcatlon of Her
ﬁngerpmnts to Washington. No
; > addresy was: available,
,Sants, Barbara, according to the™
‘hureay, was Miss Short’s last
residence, She may have:
Jived elsewhere just prlor to.her
slaymg

«
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Girl Once Arrested
Santa- Barbara pohce revealed:
that Miss Short. wis arrestef
tHpre in the latter part, of ‘Seit
q nber, 1943, when she was gee
nking mth A -numsaev of sof
d1 T's-in the EI'Paseo ‘Restaurant,

lice disproved this, '

timé disclosed that the girl was
‘liying ‘with: one Vera. Greew in
& “West ‘Cabrilly Begch courtiat
1821.¢ W Montecito, St. .
!Pohcewgman Mary. * Unkefer
"and _other officers who. visited |
the place Teported thm. they
found two-soldiers ‘there, .one- of
}them in thabedroom. MissiGreen !
stated that he was her husband;.
‘but subsequenﬂy it was learned
that dher soldler-husband was
rerseas;
The Santa Barbara’ authontl
aced Miss Short on g train.

15;1 X
=

Life Sfcry Under
Santq Barbara
Arrest Learned

2 en e -

A minor, she claimed -oneof the ;
{soldiers ‘was hér hu.g;and, Po- ‘

| Further investigation at that"

Ty b e TR

;o rc}eJ; of Juvemle oiﬁcxa\ls, to ‘t '
eturned: a,her parents, Mr., a d
Mrs. .Cled! 'Short of Medfo

“Mass. Since then she, ‘has nob
Geen seen: in‘the Misgion-City,

¥ At the time she was photo-’
,'gyraphecl in the" Santa “Barbara’
‘nolice station; Miss ‘Short had
%rna}llll brown* molelike freckles
= } )
rown: moles on hép Tig it;
ek." -'Thig tallies in -some de:
¢, with the results of an ek

minatjon of- the. mupder- vietit,

HA

frienpss. v CTIM-—Elrzabeth hott -of ‘Sarita Barbara, %:
|- “identified: & the. flend'§victim. whose mutilated body was |
I found:in-a vacant lot néar Nortgn.Ave. and. 39th St. here.‘, ‘

1
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Sex Fiend

Slaying

by Fingerprint Records of

- "Times' Learns Girl Wrote Mother
She Worked in San Diego Hospital -

Fingerprints identified the attractive victim of a brutal
sex-flend murdey found Wednesday in a vacant lot near Nor-
ton Ave. and 39th St. as Elizabeth Short, 22, last known

address Santa Barbara, the Federal Bureau of Investigation -

informed The Times yesterday.

T The F.B.I identification was =
made in Washington, being

B e aamiaa

gleaned from the vast fingerprint

files of the government AgeNncy.  j
It was made as scores of persons
telephoned and visited the homi-; n

Hollywood Visits Told
From two police sources last
ht cume word that Elizabeth

seide detail in. City Hall, claiming’ SHort had lived in Holiywood in

the girl to be a relatiy e or friend.

Rseported in Sau Diego
In 2 telephone call to Boston
‘he Times learned last night
hay Elizabeth Short wrote he
mother, Mrs. Phoebe Short o
Bledford, Boston suburb, two

Weoks ago, telling her of worke

"jmg in a San Dicgo hospital,

¢ From San Diege it wus re-
yorted that the givl had been
dving in Pacific Beach, - with
another girl, whom San Diego
ﬁ_eteciives were secking to ques-
tion last night abowt Blizabeth
Sheorvs acguaintances. Mrs.
Short alsa reported that her
daughter wrote of having
worked at Camp Cooke as a
waitress.

Youth Questioned
One youth was guestioned at
the City Jail as a possible suse.
peet in the sadistie slaying.’
while in the Coroner’s office au-
topsy physicians announced that |

——n

AMiss Short died of hemorrhage: |

and shock, The young woman's
metith wag slit with a knife
three inches on each side while
she was still alive, the doctors
said.

~ This plus a voncussion of the
brain induced hy blows on the
head caused her death, fhey
stored, Other murilation of the
hody, which was found cut in
half and otherwise desecrated,
ocewrved after death, in their

oo e

ox st es——— =

VG SO

Qctoher,

Two young men and two young
women visited the homicide
squad office to report they rec-
ognized tne victim-as “Beuy”
Short, with whom they octa.
wionally had visited a Holly-|
wood night club about three
months ago, The girl, whom
they described as “very classy,”
{old the young people ihat she:
was engaged to an Army flyer:
from ‘Texas, nhamed “George”.
and that she “could marry him§
any tme and probably would.”
Hecording to their story in po-
lire,
= Police also reported thai Har-
old F. Costa. 81, and Donald
“Leyves, 22, of 1161 X, Orange
Drive, last night identfied the
vietim as Elizabeth (Beth).
Short who Hved for two months
av the same hotel at which they.
resided and “went around” with.
two girl friends they named &s.
Margie (Graham and Lynn Mar
{n,

The F.B.I. files dizclozed the
wvietim'z identity after The
Times wired classification of her
. fingerprints tn Washington, No
‘definite address was avallable.

- ~Banta Barbara, aceovding to the |

Cbureau, was Miss ShorVs iast
- known residence, She may have

; lived elsewhere jusy prior to her

slaying.

© « e o
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Girl ested

Santa Barhara podice rovdsled
that Miss Short was arrepied
there in the latter part of pep-
ternher. 1943, when she was keen
drinking with a mmmber of sol-
diers in the El Pasco Restaurant,
Then a minor, she claimed one
of the voldiers was her husband.
Police disproved this

Further investigation at that
tinte diselosed that the girl was,
living with one Vera Green in
.a West Cabriflo Baach court at
3010 W, Monteciio St )
. Policewoman Mary Unkeler
and other officers who vizited:
‘the place reported that they.
found {wo sokilers there, one of
them in the hedroom. Miss Green'
stated that he was her hushand, -
but subsequently it was learned,
that her soitler-husband was|
overseas, oy

The Santa Barbara authorities:
placed Miss Short on a train {)yg
order of juvenile officials, to be,
veturned to her parents. M and.
Mrs., Cleo Short of Medford,
Masz, Since then she has not
been seen in the Mission City, i

At the iime she wag photo

graphed in the Santa Barbara
police sglation, Miss Short had{
small, brown, molelike frecklex
on her left arm and two fz-gmt.!
small, brown moles on her nght1
cheek, This tallies in some-de-|
gree with the vesuits of'an ox«
amination of the murder vietim, !

Movemenis Traced

Capt. Jack A Donchoee, given,
the identification by The Tines, |
launched an immediate mvesti-,
gation 1o trace 1@ mavements .
of the girt hefore she fell prey Wy
the perverted sadism of a ’per-i
gon who apparently tortured her
pefore she died.

Tirs, Frederick D, Newhar and

5 vietor Cefaluy=mpily autopsy’
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SUrgenns, reporton finding three
decp abrasion: on the furehead
Jjust over the right eye. They in-
dicated Aiss Short had heen;
severely slvgged by a hlunt in-!
strument, which may have
canzed concussion. Her skull was;
not fractured,

When the young woman's
hody was found some small
pieces of flesh were missing.
These wete found by the autopsy
SUIgenns,

. Tied for Torture

Marks around the girl's legs,
Wrists, neck and right thigh:
showed she had heen tied with
rope or wire prior to death. Det.;
Ltz Harry Hansen and P, A,
Brown said they believed she
had bean bound and tortured be.
fore her murderer carried her
bady to the Norton Ave, “lovers’
lane” for disposal,

So shocked hy the defails of
ihe* butcher-murder were city
officials that a $10,000 reward
was plammed for the capture of
the slayer. City Councilman
Liloyd G, Davis said he will ask
ine posting of the reward at the
earlicst opportunity.

Besemblance Doubted

Policewoman Myrl McBride,
who said the ‘vietim looked like|
a girl she ialked with on Main
St. last Tuesday night, last night
‘was more dubious about the re-!
semblance after seeing Klizabeth |
Shart’s photograph, :

The policewoman said the girl.
jcame 10 ber in a bus station,
saying “‘Someone wants to kill
me)” then told of a former sery.
iceman-suitor’s meeting her in

;a har and repeating 4 threat on

her life ghould he find her with
‘another may. Policewoman M-
. Bride said she larer saw the mrl
(re-enter the bar and emerge
;with two men and another wom-
.an, She had told the policewom-;
an she was 1o maet her parents;
cat the bus station later, Miss!
| McBride said, i

The entire homicide detail
joined in the widening search
for the killer as telephones in.
the squad room jangled inces-.
“sanily with the tips of citizens.
 who read=sftuE murder.

i

—

»

«  Depot Visitor Questioned

Picked up By omcers carly ves-
terday at the bus depot at Sixth
and Loz Angeles Sts. Cecill
French, 23, of Bakerafield, was’
haonked on suspicion of a morals
§nﬁense anid questioned concern-.
ling possible implication in Aiss!
!Short's murder, t

French, said the officers, wis,
senn molesting women in the vi-
cinity of the depot. His automo-
hile, parked near by, was miss-
ing a back seat. French told
Haasen and Brown that he hatd
.removed the =eat to carry some
machinery, He was not consid-
ererd a “hot” sugpeet,

One caller said he had seen a
car drive slowly along Norton
"Ave. at 5:30 a.m. Wednesday,
pause to turn into an alley. then
“eoninue slowly away. The ealler
- did not give his name.

Cars Seen Near Scene

Auother witness, Bah Alyet.
also reported sceing a Ford se-,
dan pause near where the body
was found, and continue. He
piaced the time at 6:30 am.

Other witnesses, however, gaid
they walked past the lot ag late;
,a3 830 am. Wednesday without
seeing the body, found only lﬁg
feet from the sidewalk, {

An automobile registered toi
Wilford A, Dougherty, 4212 B,
Slauson Ave, abandoned in a
;serville station at 950 \W. Man
«chester Ave, was thought to be.
& lead yesterday., Strands of;
‘grass hung from the mud-splat
“tered door, Flecks of hlood dot-
ted the upholstery. Thres news.
papers, all dealing with the
crime, Iay on the seat. -

Det, 1t Stewart Jones dis:
missed Dougherty ag a suspect,
however, when 1t was learnosd
that he hed left the car in the
service station early yesterday
worning on his way home from
A PATLY,  commeeses

H
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T weseMEiVemenis Traced |

Capt, Jack A. Donohoe, gl\’en
the identification by The "Lameb,
-daunched an immediate investi-
lgation to trace the movements
of the girl before she fell prey to
the perverted sadism of a per-
‘son who apparently tortyred her
“before she diad.

Drs. Frederick D, Newbar and
Victor Cefalu, deputy autopsy
_surgeons, reported -finding three
deep abrasions on the forehead
just over the right eye. They in-

s dicated Miss Short had leen

severely slugged by a blunt in-
strument, which may have

- caused concussion. Her skull was

nat fractured,

When the young ionman's
body was feund some small
pieces of flesh were missing
These were found by the autopsy
surgeons,

Tied for Torture

Marks around the girl’s legs,
wrists, neck and right thigh
showed she had bheen ded with
rope or wire prior to death. Det,
Lits, Harry fHansen and F. A,
Brown said fithey believed she
had been houpd and tortured be.|
fore her mufderver carried her
body to the Norton Ave, *lovers’!
lane” for disposal. {

So shocked by the details of}

the butcherwmurder were city
officials that a $10,000 reward
.Was planned for the capture of
the slayer, City Councilman
Liloyd G. Davis said he will ask

. the posting of the reward at the

earliest opportunity.
Resemblance Donbied

Palicewoman Myrl MeBmde
who said the victim looked like
& girl she talked with on Main
Bt last Tuesdey nizght, last night
was more dubloug about the re.
semblance after seeing Elizaheth
Short's photograph.

The policewoman #aid the gzrl

eamié to nder in a Won,i

’ Wb Gy [
saying “Someone wants to kill
; me” then told of a former serv-
iceman-suitor’s meeting her in
%a bar and repeating a threat on
her life should he find her with
Yaniother man. Policewoman Me-
Bride said she later saw the siri
reenter the bar and emerge
with two men and another wom-
an, She had told the policewom-
%an she was 1o meet her parents
at the bus station Iater, Miss
I MeBride said.
3 The cntire homiride detail
joined In the widening search
for the killer as telephones in
the squad room jangled inces-
santly with the tipy of citizens
twho read of the murder.
Depot Visitor Questioned
Picked up hy,officers early ves
terday at the Hus depet at Sixth
and Lcs Angeles Sts., Ceeil
1French, 23, of {Bakersfield, was

booked on suspicion of a movals
Ioﬁ”enbe and questioned concern-
ing possible lmplication in Miss
Short’s murder.

French, said the officers, was
seen molextmor women in the vi-
ieinity of the depot His automo-

bile, parked near by, was migs.
ting a back seat. French told
Hanzen and Brown that he had
removed the seat to carry some
machinery. He was not consids
‘ered 4 “hot” suspect.

Cars Been Near Scene

Another witness, Bob AMyer,
alse reported seeing a Ford se-
dan pause near where the body
was found, and continue, He
placed the time at 830 am.

Othar wiinesses, however, sald
they walked past the lot as late
as 820 am. Wednesday without
Iseeing the body, found only 12
m the sme\x ALl et
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Soundphoto Assists
Probe of Mystery

Victim NazﬁedasEZizabeth Short;
Clews Hunted at Santa Barbara

Through fingerprints rushed to the FBI in
Washington by the Los Angeles Examiner, the’
| girl victim of a mutilation murder whose body was
| $ound here Wednesday was identified yesterday. -
}  She is Flizabeth Short, 22 years old, at one -
| time employed as a civilian elerk at Camp Cooke,
| 20 mileg north of Lompoe,

: FBI records listed the home address as Santa
Barhara and that she was born July 29, 1924, 1?
Hyde Park, Mass, _ {
The records alse showed she had heen ar-
rested as a juvenile delinguent at Sania Barbara'
| September 23, 1943, and released.
4 Her description in the FBI file fallied with
that of the slain girl and her fingerprints clinched
the identification.

| Soundphotos Aid Identification

- No trace of the girl after she left Camp Cooke
was found in the records.
The identification was brought about by the
cooperative effort of the Bxaminer, International
News Sound photos and the FBL
The Fxaminer obtained fingerprints of the
slain girl and sent them by soundphoto fo this
newspaper’s bureau in Washington, D. C. Ray .
Richards, manager of thé bureau and a former
Examiner reporter, took the prints to the FBI
. offices, .

) The FBI quickly checked through its massive
fingerprint records and established that the prinis,
wera thase of the Short girl. =

o
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(ix! _“n]«‘§—-—-Quum Tamm (seated), in-

ppector in charge of FBI identification in Washs
ngton, D, €., examinex a set of fingerprints held
by Jerome But!er, of Hearst newspapers Wash- victisd

) 1GF MOF
BY SOUNTPHD

i By Bay Rmhards
| Los tngeles Isaminer Washington Burswu

WASHINGTON, Jan. 16—
Identification of 22.year-old
lizabeth Shory as the Los An-,

ington staff,

transmission by wire aeross

continent of the delicate

ris, loops and “tents” of the

dead girl’'s fingerprints i3 be-

lieve’d to have expanded the
houndaries of crime detection,

{ |PRAISE GIVEN.

Praising the Examiner's enters
prise and the clarity of the INP
Soundphotos, the FBI said it
considered the” identification “ar

wstandipg  accomplishiment.?

The Exanminer dispatehed the

Acles victimi of one of the mabx.i nkints to W ashington by the INP?:

bkutal murders in crime annals
\

{
Iy
;terprx«se and selentific coordina.
tion today.

Participating- were the Fed-
eral Bureau of Investigation, the
Los Angeles
IWashingion
Hearst newspapers, International
News photos and Detective
Sergeants Hi sen and y

WBLoWn of Loz Angeles.

a cross-vountry feat of en.i PU A
iwires in the most up-to-the.

Examiner, the: !
Bureau of the i

rich sends images by sound 1m.fj

wise through leased telephone
‘miinute development of pieture
iransmission.

Facilities for a check of thel
Soundphotoed images among the,
104,000,000 separate fingerprmt:;
'in the vast FBI files in Washing-{

n had been arranged by thei
Hearst Washiggion. Bureau withy
{FBI officials. ' B

K3

The prints were sent via Interna«
tional News Soundphote and the Las Angeles |
Examiner o 1&ant|fy the Los Angeles slaying |
as Elizabuth Short. #

~Yngernati

Yithin an hour afte} the
oAl had delivered the rints

‘IMPERFECT‘

Given perfeet fingerprints, it
would have taken the ¥BI enly
ig few minutes to locate those of
he girl amonyg the 104,000,000,

erfecily ‘organized is the
ageney's file systent.

But the dead fingers had n
provided good prints.

The FBI undertook the task of
“buildimg up” the blank spois and.
other defects In the prinis by
systemt  which represents - the
final advance In jdentificatlon,
methods, ¢

With defective prmts as in the
case of the Los Angeles murder
victim, much of the search had
to be conducted hy hand, among
filing cabinets crowding a formar
National Guard armory fony
times the e a regubw
tmn football field.:

¢
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shout 35--wonld come to the

desk and pay her ygul’ ths

tlexk said. g

“This man owned 2 falrly old
model black Ford sedan. When
the three girls left, they drova
off in this sedsn.”

Reporters learned at Santa
Barbara that at the time Miss
Short was taken into custody
there three years ago, she was
beifriended by the arresting po-
licewoman, Mary H. Unefer,

“She had the blackest hair
ever saw,” Miss Unefer rd-
called yesterday:

At the time of her death, the
girl's hair was hennaed, but the
original dark strands were be-
ginning to regrow.

LIVING IN COURT

“She was Hving in » court
with a Vera Green,” Miss Tne-
fer also said. “Thera were four |
soldiers from Camp Cooke In
their cottage when they wi

rested, Miss Green said

them was herbimﬁband,
e later learned her husband
was a soldier overseas.”

The cottage was at 321.C West
Montecite street, in Santa Bar-
bara. This was the address give
b:* the FBI

“While she was awsiting ae«
son on the probation investi-
gation, I took her Into my
home,” the policewomsan. odp-
tinued. “She was with me sgvs |
eral days. ¥ noticed she wamgn |
P very nice ghi and wxx mps
neat about her person and
clothes, _
“The juvenile court released
fier on probation finaBy and X
took her fe a bus on which she
started to Massachusetis, The
Santg Barbara Neighborhood
 House gave her $10 for expense
money.” .

REACHED HOME—

iss Unefer said she ‘
psitive” Miss Short reached Rer
fiofne in Medford because sevelal
letlers came fo hex' from the!
girl there. 3

This was auother fact con-l

irmed by the mother.

The policewoman revealed that
he Short girl had a rose tatmaed*
on her leftleg. p

“She loved fo sit so that it )

would show,” Miss Unetfer re- §

identifying blemish.

The gir! apparently went te
work at Camp Cooke-—in the!
commissary ~on her return *o{
Califorma, The camp is abojti
four miles north of Lompoe, . |

Meantme Dr. Newbarr of<
ficially reported the cause of
dezth as “hemorrhage and shock
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N ‘im iingnrpcm‘t, itammiitt& win- munﬂphoa
te ﬂu v.tdud Brreaw aof Investiyation in Washinglon, wax. one of

| saveral '«'ﬁ!ch identifind slnyluy victim here as Elizabeth Shork,

weInternationsl Wews soundphoto,

VICTIM InENTIFlEB-—ThI: ir Elzabsth S}mrt,

2, whose mutilated body was found on a Los Angelss vacant lok
chnet&ny morning. She was identified through Hagerprints
rushed to the Federal Bureau of Investigation in Washington by
this mewspapar, :




7 pcﬂ'e‘rs Trace Victim's Moverren

. She was described in the FBIL fﬂes as feet
6 inches tall, 121 pounds in weight, with brown
hair and green eyes, medium build and fair com~
plemEon.

xaminer reporters were nnmedlatel $ent to
Santa Barbara and Camp Cooke to tlaceyback on
the girl’s movements and to.trace her to this city.
The identification by the Examiner came as

the first big break in the investigation of the crime -

which shook the city.

The girl’s body, severed at the waist, wa
féund Wednesday morning in a vacant 1ot OIsl
‘nton avenue between 89th street and Coliseum |
ayenue, She had been dead about 10 hours at the i
t e she was found. The slayer had killed her else- .

where and then placed the body
-in plain view. It was only a few

B‘%‘ feet from the sidewajk.

Effort.s to: solve the Prime had
been blocked .all Wednegday night’
by dack of identification of the
body and police were practically

. at a standstill in the case until

the Examiner learned the vie-

tin’s identity.,  * * i :

One suspect—-Cem iFrench .of
Bakersfield—was in ' custody.

CAR CLEW ——

Arrested affer he had been ac-
cused of molesting women at the
bus depot, he revealed he owned
a car which later proved it might
be a connecting link to the Short

B slaying.

The back seat was removed.
On othér—upiwistery there wasj

4y

analyzing. *

‘ A car had been seen at thp
Norton avenue site about |
time Miss Short’s mutilated
body was deposited there. This
car and French’s police said, were
similaryin description.

|SISTER LOCATED-

Afte cqntact had been made
with Mr5. Short in MassacHusetts,
the investigation swung to
Berkeley. There a sister of the
|slain -girl, Mrs. A. C., West, lives
at 2614 Warring street.

It was possible, investigators’
believed, Mrs. West would know
something about Elizabet s
movements. )

Late last night, the clerk pf
the North . Orange drive ho ;
told how Miss Short, who hidl
liveg-these with two other girls,

|often “ran behind in hew rent.”

\ stains whlch police chemists weleI




S 2

r w® ‘WW’W‘%‘}
ey VDN
R NN NP
¢
sNET R
£
¥
PR
1
» ey ~ ~
by
;Zm. FRECY o v wwmnir « .
td 4 )
RSP 555 NIRRT SR
[ R S 5 RUEIURN S
. 4 wman e b
3
&‘
.
¥ .
® : ’
o e
E S T TN
:
»,
i n
t
i

e g KT

W
e

2w s o 4 2 s St et




N

Grisly L.A. muréeTSEm;iiag fo sex

Eﬁ@?éiﬁg of seven San @l&@@ women
police officers last night noted the striking similarity between the;
t, 22, whose body was found here Wednesday, and:

Southern California

mad butcher murder of Elizabeth Shor

other unsolved San Diego sex

crimes,

e

H

Officers in the border city im-
mediately feared that San Diego's.
sadistic woman killer, already be-
lieved responsible for at least

_ ®seven unsolved murders, was on
- the prow! again.

For 15 years, police and psychol-
ogists have agreed that the kiiler
Was a sexual sadist whose crimes

. Increased in brutality. -
By studying the récords of un-
solved cages, they conjectured
that Miss Short, who worked and
lived in San Diego, could well be
the mad Killer's Tatest victim—in
the most brutal crime of them all,
. The string of unsolved erimes-
_ began in Feb., 1931, when Virginia

Broquz 10-year-old schoolgir], was.
. lured into an auto, raped and mur-
dered. er hody, trusséd in a gun-
ny-sack, was found months ldater.

On April 25 of the same year,
the body of Dolly Bibbens, attrac-
. tige, wellsto-do widow, was found
inf her apartment. She had heen

fously beaten atter- first being

. ¥aped, - . .
Two weeks later, Hazel Bragd-
. shaw, beautiful. 22-year-old iele-

».

deréd in the Indian Village, Balboa
Park. She had been stabbed 17
times. .o .

While still investigating these
three murders, police were called
to the apartment of Maud Det-
wiler, attractive divorcee, She,
too, had been raped and sadisti-
.cally slain,

There was a thiee year Tull he-
fore the sex fiend struck again,
Then, on the morning of Maxth 4,
1934, police found Mrs. Wesley
Adams dead, the victim of & ‘killer
following a similar pattern to the
first three ¢rimes. ST

A month later, San Diego was
shocked by one of the xhost baf.
fling of all sex crime cases. Hang-
ing from a tree on Blatk Moun-
tain wag the nude body of pretty
Louise Teuber, 17-year-old clerit.

A rope around her. meck was
tied to the limhs of two trees,

but an autopsy indicated .she had

been raped and murdered élse-
where, before being tied to the
{rees, - .

Before the summer ended, the
sadist: struck sgain.

‘Celia  Cota, 16-year-old high

: phone: operator, was'found mur
i oacn Tadesapeioe oo B ogscFoam

school ' beauty, was murdered just:

Hotel, when the killer set upon

:Series—wasg the murder of Mi 84

‘sected body

S e thees o

befor§ she entered her home after .
attending a movie. X
She had been raped Several

‘timeés, tortured and.strangled.

So incensed was San Diego that
the entire police administration
was replaced, but still no clues to
the mad slayer were found.

Next, and perhaps most specta-
cular in the series, was the brutal
murder of Miss Ruth Muir, River-
side YWCA secretary, and daugh-
ter of a prominent Phoenix hank-
er,

Visiting her vacationing parents
in La Jolla, .Miss Muir walked.
along the moon-lit shore of Ia
Jolla, on the night of Sept. 2, 1934,

She had paused behind a Igver's
bench, near the Casa Manana

her.

Police wmaid they had never
known o murder in which fhe
victim’s head was so hysterically
beater. She, too, had been rapad,
and slashed,

But the most vicious killing of
all—and perhaps No, 8 in tfe

Short, whose mutilated and Hi-!
‘was discovered hebe.

t

- st

Wednesday. .




resident

{Additional story on Page 3)

A definite suspect has been
extablished in the brufal mur~
der of 22-year-oid Elizabetk:
Short, whose mutilated body
was found dumped in a va-..
cant lot in southwestern Los

iAngeles Wednesday morning.

-y Identification of the girl waa .

rmade last wight. by policc from

co’pies of her fingerprinis on file

with the FBI in Washington.

» Elizabeth was a Massachusetts -
jirl who recently lived ab a hotel

t 161% N, Orange Dr, in Holly-
wood, )

i Tn 1948 she was a civilian @

ploye at a post exchange at Caw
Cooke, mnear Lompor, and mop
‘jrecently worked at the navel hog
pital in San Diege. *

Investigators, who said they -
were withholding the name of the
suspect for the present, declared -
that he might be the man of
whom Elizabeth told friends sha
was “deadly afraid.”

That Hlizabeth lived irn fear of
& suitor was substantiated in San .
Diego by Mrs., Vera French and
her daughter, Dorethy. .

The Frenchs, who Iive at 275¢
‘Camino Tadara, Pacific Beach,
said , Blizabeth Hved with them .
trom Jast Dec. 12 until Jan, 8, -
when she hurriedly left for Holly-
wood, . v

Mrs. FrencH told officers thab -
Elizabeth, whom she had met in .
San Diego, was very popular with ;
men and had many dales. The
girl, she sajid, often spoke, how- .
ever, about a hoy Iriend from .
whom she was slways hiding be-

auge of an unexplained fear. .
. Harold Frank Costa, 31, apd
onald Leyes, 22, who lved fn
the sameé Hollywoad hotel bt
ctober as Elizabeth, described -
er a8 being a very attractive gir}
tvho liked to see and be seen in
Flollywood nightspots, :

- 4

Two other persons who reported
to police they knew Hlizabeth
hen she lived in Hollywooed wdte
arvin Margolis, 27, and Willi;
Robinson, 26, © ¢ :
. The two men said they had of~
n been in places Elizabeth fré«
qusnted. The last time they saw

of November, - .

On the night before the body
wag found, a Los Angeles police~
worman said, a girl answering the
description of the pretiy, darke

Y

_afproached her at the Sixth

. "iss Unkese

her, they said, was the latter part

haired victim asked for protection -
against ar man who “had threats"
vened-to kill me.”

The policewoman, Myrtle Mc- -

Bride, told homicide investigators
igte last night that the girl Jad

VIR N

‘Stg. bus terminal, sobb g‘;
with terrow. R
The policewomsn §aid the girl,

™

told her she had just ruh inte 8

former boyfriend, who once had’
{threatened to *kill her if he éver

found her with another man” She
had left him that day. o

Mrs, McBride, who at first be-
Jieved the girl who appealed for
aid was Elizabeth, was not as cer-
tain after viewing photos of the
slain girh . N
" Mrs. Phoeve M. Shoxt of Med-
ford, Mass.,, mother of the slain
girl, said last night she bad re-
ceived a letter from her daughter
from San Diego sbout two weeks
ago.

“ps fay as I know she was

working in a naval hospital there” ;

said Mrs, Short.
“T just can’t believe my daugh-
“ter is gdead.”

Tdentification was made from |
fingerprints which the FBI hady

on record from Sept. 1843, wien
the girl was arvested in Santa
,Barbara. - .
" She had been @ clerk at the
Camp Cooke pogt exchauge near

Santa Barbara and was picked up |
for drinking with soldiers in ay

cafe there,
‘Policewoman ~Mary Unlkefer of
the Santa Barbara police depart-

ment took the girl to her own|

home to live with her for nine
ddys. Co
| J“She was very good look

»
3

"sqid Miss Unkefer, “with beaut¥ul |

dark hair and fair skin. $he
essed nicely and was a long way

P s e Tl -

fdFhe g Rad
ia rose tattcoed on her left leg.i
| “She loved to sit so that it would {

Ishow,” the policewomsan recalled.
Irhe killer gouged the identifying
.mark from the body. i
i e put her on the train for:
"her home, and several times later
‘she wrote to 1ne from there,” Miss
Unkefer recalled. One o her Jei--
ters said:

“PIl never forget you—thank
God you picked me up when you
aig!» 1

PBI records described the girlas 2

15 foot 6, 121 pounds, brown ‘
_grken eyeés, medium build and With
imoles on the back of her megk, -
" The description tallies almost
exactly with that given by the
coroner’s office here of the body

- found Wedntesday morning on

Norton Ave. between 39th St. and :
Coliseumt St. : v
Yesterday an autopsy showed
the gbl had been tortured with
sharp metal weapons before she
died,, then tirussed wup and
butchered. .
Dr. Frederick D. Wewbarr, chief
autopsy surgeon, listed the cause
of death as hemorrhage from face
-and head wounds after examining

" lihe body of the wictim for thres

. from being @ barfly.”

2o TR

“Hours,

He ruled out the possibility that
‘the prelty young girl had been
strangled,

Rope burns ghout fhe wristsi
.and ankles indicated, however,
that fhe girl had probably been
stgung up for torture and pojty
mrtem mutilation, the surge

yther grotesque findings of tﬁe
gulopsy gave evidence of tKe|
fiendish mind of the slayer toward
whose identity and capiure the
full force of the Los Angeles hom-
icide sgudd was turned. :

To spur apprehension of the
criminal, city officials moved to'i.
-post a $10,000 reward. Counci
,man Lioyd G Davies sald he: |
would propose the reward beforé :
the City Council today. .

Auntomobiles gave {etectives
their only early clues to the killer,

One car which detectives be-
leved might have been used by
“the slayer was a 1940 green Hud-
-son convertible which was found
abandoned on & gas station lot at .
951 Manchester Ave. .
.. 'The car had bloodstains on one i
door, and inside were copies of
thrée newspapers with detailed
aeeounts of the slaying.

The registered owner of the v§- -
-higle told police the cax was stolgn

m him, but he had failed §o

ilke 2 report.

e was called to headguartess

for further questioning.

L S




e e pr——— e

T At g L o6 R e e —
P FREDRE - e et

e ———

Elizabeth Short, 22, was torfured and butchered o

%
e

A
5

v

O,

SRR

4.4
4.

54
4

g . > gt 2, £ - -
fd - G b ddn
R L A 3 * :_;cme ‘ i
VICTIM OF A CRAZED FIEND :




" Jobs were few and money was
scarce for Elizabeth Short dur.
{ing her residence at a Hollywood
hotel last year, two youths and
the hotel's clerk told police last

night, '
' Harold Costa, 31, and Donald
Leyes, 22—-both rgsidents of the

‘hotel" gt 1611 North Orange drive
—=%aid they had been boy friends|-
of Eliig,beﬂm's two Toommates,
1%*l?argen:;r Graham and Lynn Mar-

m, . ¢ .

“Wher}ovex: we took the girls.
ouf to dinner, they always

4 asked .us if they might bring |

Reth ‘along,” Costa recalled.
“They ‘said the kid was broke -
and hungry.”

‘waitresses.

“MHgs Short was always get-
ting behind in her rent,” James
DMcGrath, clerk af the hoted:

i remembered, ~ “Whenever she
did, a short, dark man-—ahout

m Broke and llunﬂ'ry"*
During Stay in Hellywood |

Leyes added that the threa|
1girls. occasionally worked as

bronchitis sufferer and once
underwent a chest operation.
“When Beth and the other
two girls checked out -of fhe
hotel last October,” the clerk
added, “they piled their bag-
gage in the short, dark man's. .
car and drove off.” ‘
Cost and Leyes rememberdd a
date they had had with the tiree:
girls yhen Elizabeth asked tg he

excused because “her hairneeded
another hemna rinse.”

t
—
— o T - caczace

85.or 40~—came in and paid her

ont.”
cGrath said.thh victim of the
#fendish tortur slaying last
gTuesday had beln a chromc

e He used to drive # black |
i Ford sedan -an park it in
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Hederal Bureau of Investination

United States Deparbment of Justice
Los Angeles (13) California

IN REPLY, PLEASE REFER TO F ebruary 15' 1947
FILE No,__62=2928 Y
/* e B 'r )} ?\
: Kf el \"?
Director, FBI o .ﬁ*' -
$ % /({7 h‘\a
RE: ELIZABETH SHORT ]
INFORMATION CONGERNING
Attention: FBI LABORATORY

y Dear §ir:
e
T Oun the early morning of January 15, 1947 the mutilated bodyof

ELIZABETH SHORT was found in a vacant lot in a residential section of

Los Angeles. gShe was last seen alive, according to information thus far
available to the Police, the night of January 9, 1947 when she was dropped &4 ~
off in the lobby of the Biltmore Hotel in Los Angeles by a male friend. ’

The body was cut into around,the waist with a very snarp instrument fo 'z

end the cut was very ¢leanly done--none of the inbternal organs being
touched except to sever the intestines. The cut through the backbone &

was very cleanly done. There were other cuts on the body including °/
the removal of one breast. Thers is some speculation that the murderer f
had had some training in dissection of bodies. o4t

When found, the body was thoroughly scrubbed and there was
no blood in it. Several bristles, apparently from the brush, were found
in the breast wound and among the internal organs, leading to the belief
that a brush was used in scrubbing the body.

I am enclosing two bristles which were found on the body

and as a cooperative measure with the Los Angeles Police Department

I am requesting the Technical Laboratory to make an examination of these

bristles. It would be of considerable assistance to have the bristles

deseribed as to size, quality and type; particularly, as to whether

they are w8 or fiber or some other composition. If the Leboratory

has any information as to the types of brushes in which these bristles

are used it would be of assistance. It is felt that the murder was -

commitbed indoors, where water, drainage facilities and perhaps medicml

equipment was availables The possibility has evem been advanced that

some medical student residing in an undertaking establishment,. which is

done in this area, might have committed the offense., Any pos€ible leads
. that the Laboratory can suggest would be appreciated, hé bristles
should be returned when they have served their purpose. If it is necessary
to destroy them in the examination, there is no objection to such action.
The Bureau is requested to teletvpe its re}zort on thess bristles.

] - 9]
S/ . - JVery truly yours, \ = Q’) .
-
L &‘i’l '1*‘ - AR B [PV IRPVEE S | "\ MW#%‘\M ‘
“SIR"MAIL ~ REGISTERED “R. B. HOD " Vo,
JCB:JCI = e I /,.,” SAC > L}
62-2928 \}AR :
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3ﬁice Memo@ndum e _.UNITED STAWES GOVERNMENT

r = Nat s bl s
To , MR, TOLSCHN DATE: Jan. .ZUJ 1347
FROM L. B. NICHOLS
iﬂ SUBJECT: .
LBi¥:..07

"In connection with the call from Ray kichards this Fele, Roon
morning advisin~ that the fingerprints of an unidentified wonan iif
were beina forwarded to the Burean by the Los Anreles Examiner
via International News Pictures, I wish to advise that ¥r. <uinn Tamm
has just informed me that the prints had been identijied by a search
throuch the Ident files. RN

e have two prints. The print actually used in the identifica- A
tion was a criminal print submitted by the Santa Barbara rolice Depart- [
ment showina the girl's name as ElizabetWiShort; arrested September 23, T
1945, on a charge of 700K, Juvenile Court laws; disposition, released %o b

the rrobation Department; born 7-29-24; ILyde rark, Fassachusetts; g
residence, 231 C. ./. }Montecito Street; heipht S5 Pl weioht 130 1bs; -
complexion jair; hair black; eyes, hazel green; nole on jface. %ﬂ

ith the aid of this print we identijfied a national dejense
nrint that was submitted by the dervices of »npply frowm Camp Cooke, .
- ) - 77 . 13 . Y . “ ¥ ¥ ,\\
California. 4Yhe rirl's nane was aiven as &lizabeth Short. She was an ot
applicant for position o clerk at the fost &zchange. The prints were N
taken on January 30, 1043. Date and-place of birth are the same as indicale
above; heirht 5' 6" weiaht 121 1bs.; hair broun; eyes nreen; build, -

medi um; scar on back; complexion [fair. e
. -l

. . . [

At approximately 1:30 p.m. o Loranig Francis, local corres- ..

pondent for the Los Anpeles Times, called vWuinn Tamm and was referred to &.
Ipr., Jones in my absence. }iss Francis referred to the unidentified.oirl
and furnished her jingerprint classification and asked if wé conld ()
identify her. They, oj course, did not have the nanme. /.f’} A
. S

I think we owe o responsib&%@ty to the Los #dnceles Lzamirer &

: i

since they apparently sent in the iszy%s at considerable cost jor the
4 )

rolitce Department. . -3 y o
¥ z irc@'ﬁ L9 . // / w&f‘:g

Tnasmuch as Zay Richards said thals the Bps Zovelés Lraminer
was sendin~ the prints for the folice Degg;t@gn@!f

_nd furnished him the details on the idew®ijficaty

\5\ wégad_@&ULSEdﬂ-WLLL(Nﬁwﬁ :

e Ni
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

' T ‘

Room 5744 3" / 9 194__7

T0: ..——Direcior
e—Mr. Edward Tamm
— Mr, Clegg
—Mr. Glavin
Mr. Ladd
—Mr. Nichols
Mr. Rosen
—_Mr. Tracy
——Mr. Harbo
Mr. Hendon
Mr. Jones
—— Mr. Nease

Mi Gandy
Zﬁé:onnel Files Section
: ecords Section

— Mrs. Skillman

See Me For Appropriate Action

Send File - Note and Return

Clyde Tolson
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0]7'266 Memon%d%m e UNITED STA‘I!S GO%TERNMENT

147

« .Tolson
Z. A, Tamzm

TO 2 P, TOLSON A DATE: Jagnuary 1

Slegg
Jlevin

FROM : [,. B. NICIOLS . C\L/

SUBJECT:  FTDRMYTZiCATECN OF LABLTI SHORT

e
Hﬁ?ﬁﬁ?k&ﬂb

Ly
Lr

. nea
.§: ﬁzﬁggn
r. Penningbon_____
At 6:10 p.rm. yesterday L received a call from w»arren i e
Francis o, the Los #Anreles Times. MHe stated he was inguiring [xam
“Yerardin~ our identijication of the murdered rirl found in Los -
dn~eles day before yesterday, that the Los An~eles ELxaminer hacd sent her
prints to .ashin~ton via virephoto ond that the Burean bhad identijfied
the ~irl and inforred the Lrzaminer andé the Los dAnneles police. I told
Fim thnig mas correct, that we harl made the identification, that since 17T
involved o local cas e any Jjmriher con”env wonld have to core from the A
Cries 07 w0lice. ile asked jor the airl's nome and £ told him. e nas N

nernr anoyractative.

H

Ty

W

At 7200 D.m. ’ill/%utchin son of INS called. e asled if we ‘

conlc ~ive ther o statement at 9 o ClOCn, as ke wonld be smack in the i

=iccle since they had received a przvious itnquiry from the Jerald Ezdress ?ﬁ
the day paper, and he had deliberatel) declined to answer this inqurJ

and it wonl’ he very 6%barra sinn z'nle°n they carried sormethin~ on their E

wire. O0Ff course, at 9 o'clock the Ixzaminer was on the street. h@

4t 8240 p.m. T recezued a cell frow the dssociated if'ress 3uaibnﬁ
that their Los Ancreles Burean was makins ingniry recardin~ the case, that
the Los dnnreles Lxeminer had the jull details, the Times had a story. B
f also ascertained that ited #ress had a sirmilar ingniry. dccordirrly, |
at 8:50 p.m. L issned the followinn statemnent to INS, which was ~iven
to the AP at 8:55 and to I'F at 2:05. All were dpprecictive. )/

.

"7. Ednar Foover, Director of the FBI, annornced thdat finrer-
prints sent to the FBi by wire photo of an unidentified mitrdered
nzrl whose hody was located by local anthorities in Los Anceles
were identified when searched throuwoh the fincerprint files of
the F3I, containing some 104 million sevs of finzerprinits. o

PTG

"The jinoerprints, taken by Los Anzeles Police, were trans-
mitted to /ashinoton by the Los Anpeles Fxaminer todayu over the
Jacilities of the 1nternatzongiguews +’hotos. Tpon receipt in
washin~ton theJ vere deliverel to the FII inentzfzcatzon Division

by a renpresentative ojf the Lég Anreles ,,uf"q,;}mner. / Q
— (/

EKQH M o =0 -

"only 8 rfin~erprints anneanewmq*e# a"4<fn 3 others rere 2
badly bl”rreﬂ yet it was oosszble'gor Fr?ﬂerarznu experts to -
search them thromsh the files an&»efFecf aﬁ!z(enuzf’natzon with /
two finrerprint car’s previovsly on Jile/hearin~ the name of
Llizabeth SPort.

RECORD:fD COPY FILED IN

£’

,(
"Cne oy the rin~ernrint cards&mhs’°wbrztb

at Carp Cooke, Caiijornic, on Jenuary 59, 1043, 1

B2 H i 1 AT047

oy auikhoridties
rlzoatzn' that
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Fiss Short was an anplicart for a nosition as a clerk in the
<08t Lzchanre. The other set of rFirrmecrprints vas subritted

bu <ke YJgnta 3arbara, Californic, folice Denrartment reflectinn
the nirl's arrest on September 235, 1343, on charmes of violatinn
Juvenile Conrt laws after which she mas released to the rroba-
tion Departrnent. der residence ct that tire ™mas recorced as

231 C. . ¥Yontecito Street.

"Rotk cards reflected Ler daie of birth as July £3, 1924,
et Ynde rark, Massacrusetis.

"111 details on the identijication were prompily cormunicated
to the Lrs Lnneles police anthorities.'

I also Sfnrnished coptes of the nirl's picture pursuant to
requests from Acme News rhotos and the AF Fhoto Service.

Ray Zichards of the Lcs dnaeles Examiner was woncering ij the
Director today conld ~ive them a brief quote alonc the lines that the
action o) the Eraminer in forwardina the Sinrerprints by wire photo mas
an excellent illnstration-of public service. I told Lay we wonld think
about ihis. I see no objection to this. Ray wanted a letter, althourh-
£ do not think the Director showld write a letter. The Framiner shonld
be thanking us. iowvever, I would surnest the Director nive cvt the
Jollowing statements

"The action of the Los Aneoeles Examiner in transnitting
to the FBI the jinnerprints of the unicdentified murdered victim
is an excellent illustration of the cooperation of the press
with law enforcement, and it is such cooperation that aids
law enjorcement in’ curbina the increase in crime.”

o Jf:&V/
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64

TO : Mr. Tolson DATE: January 21 1947

)
FROM : L. B. Nichols ' .
@ g

SUBJECT: IDENTIFICATION OF ELIZABETH SHORT

Y-

_able to identify the prints since two of the fingerprint impressions \

Office Memo/Bndum « oxirep ST&s

‘FFF?FB??F??FFB

To recount the happenings on Thursday, January 16, ir. uimTe
involuving the identification of Elizabeth Short and the 2r: .
possible interest of Warren Runcis of the Los Angeles Times,
I wish to advise as follows:

Shortly after 10 a.m. on the morning of January 16, Ray
Richards of the local Hearst bureau, which represents the Los Angdles
Examiner, called and related the murder and stated that in cooperation
with the Los Angeles Police the Los Angeles Examiner was sending the
Sfingerprints of the girl to Washington via International News Photos (%
wire service. They were sending them at considerable cost and as .
soon as they arrived Richards asked if we could check them. I made .
the arrangements with Mr. Quinn Tamm in Ident. }

The pictures arrived at approzimately 11 o'clocks Quinn )
Tamm called me on the phone and stated that he doubted they would be N

were missing entirely and three others were badly blurred. He stated
they would start making reference searches but that it would be much
better if they had better impressions. Accordingly, I called Ray
Richards back and told him that we were having difficulty and it .
would be much better if he could have a full set of the fzngergrznts

Re
transmitted and if the transmission could be clear.ngc?C’L ed,P%AEIJiV

m 4d w Ide Nt
At approximately 1:30 p.m. a Loraine{Francis of the Los c A
Angeles Times called Quinn Tamm and in my absence was referred to
HMr. Jones. Mrs. Francis referred to the unidentified girl and stated
that she had a wire from her paper furnishing the [fingerprint clas &
Sfication, Mr. Jones told ¥rs. Francis that it would be ex%ﬁ%hely e
difficult to identify a set of fingerprints with only the fiiugerprint
classification and of course with no name. However, Mr. Jones stated
he would check on the matter. Mr. Jones checked with Quinn Tamm, who
informed him of the search that wag then underway and rqferred Mr.
Jones to me. I told M?qubnes t%§?'/pothzng and to szt tiqhit.
- - "'A
The identification w majeuénu¢ ;«mnddl& of the ajfternoon
and the full details were furnished toLan fchards of the Los Angeles
Exaniner. Obviously, from a newspaer standpoint the Eraminer by its
enterprise and initiative had a clear sco _Jgéﬁdgzs matter and of Lq}?

D COPY FH.EDH

=

RECORD:

course was entitled to such protection be given them. At - f‘
that time we decided that we would not the information to J
anybody, that if the Francises calledy e would of course refer
them to the Los Angeles Police but furnish’ the name of the girl.

It was also decided if they did not call by 7 o'clock that we would

call them.




Memorandum to Mr. Tolson

in

At 5:40 Warren Francis called Mr. Jones' office and/Mr.
Jones absence talked to Supervisor Mathews and also gave Mr. Mathews
the fingerprint classijfication. Mr. Mathews stated he would get
hold of Mr. Jones and have him call Frencis back. Mr. Jones was
out and Mr. Mathews was unable to get hold of Mr. Jones until
shortly after 6 o'clock, and at that time Warren Francis called
back. On this occasion he was perturbed and stated that another
paper had received a reply, that it looked 1like thé Bureau was
playing favorites and indicated that he was being given a run-
around. At this moment Mr. Jones came in. Mr. Jones talked to
him and told him I was handling the matter. Mr. Jones, in accord-
ance with my instructions, then referred Mr. Francis to my office.
TThen Francis called he obviously had a chip on his shoulder and he
immediately went into a tirade that he had called Jones and was
being given a run-around and he demanded to know what the score
was, stating that his paper had a deadline to make.

I told him the score simply was that the Los Angeles
Examiner, which he in turn had mentioned by name as having the
story, had furnished the fingerprints to us by wire photo, that we
had made the identification, that since it was a local case it was
suggested that his people contact the Police Department in Los
Angeles. He was very gracious at this point and thanked me. He
then asked for the girl's name and I furnished him with the girl's
name. This satisfied him completely.

I noted in the Los Angeles Times story that the ITimes
stated that the Times had been informed of the identity of the girl
by the FBI after the Times had sent the fingerprint classification
to Washington.

Shortly before 6 o'clock INS had a query from the Los
Angeles Herald FExpress. They of course were fully informed as to
the developments in the case by Ray Richards; the Herald Erpress
is a day Hearst paper and INS stalled on making any reply.

At about 7 o'clock that evening Bill Hutchinson called me
and asked if we would give out a short statement around 9 o'clock
which would protect him since the Examiner would then be on the
street. At 8:40 p.m. I received a call from the ‘AP, advising that
the Los Angeles Times and the Los Angeles Examiner had the story.

I told the AP that I would check on the matter and call them back.

I then issued a short statement to INS and called the AP back and
issued a short statement to them and to the UP. The statement issued
is attached, included in my memorandum of January 17.

Warren Francis has the reputation of carrying a chip on
his shoulder. I would not be the least bit surprised that he might

not protest against our handling of the matter. I do not think he
-2 - )




Memorandum to Mr. Tolson

has a leg to stand on since the Eraminer was entitled to the pro-
tection that they had. I recall very distinctly that during the
smear campaign of 1940 Francis exhibited an unfriendly attitude
toward the Bureau. With my recollection serving me correctly, I
was informed confidentially that at one of the AG's press confer-
ences Francis asked questions indicating an unfriendly attitude
toward the Bureau.

In checking the file I note @ report dated Moy 26, 1941,
submitted by the Washington Field Office, listing the name of Mrs. .
Warren Francis, 3121 N. Hampton Street, N. W., whose nanme appeared
on the indices of the "Keep Out of War Committee," which was main-
tained in the Socialist Party Headquarters under the label of
"Capital City Forum." This appeared in the report submitted by
former Special Agent T. ¥. Dawsey submitted May 26, 1941, and was
the subject of considerable discussion at the time,
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Oﬁice Memommi 772 + UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

. ) ,/A/
40t R B AL TAR s : DATE:2/18/47 i

, b Toteone
FROM - /)3, ROSEN Call 2:25 pm P —

. Ar. NIChOIs
. . ° ¥r. Rosen_
SUBJECT:" yNKHORN SEBUECT b e

FLIZABETH SHORT, VICTIM : i e
MURDEE; MISCELLANEOUS 0 e —
TNFORMATION CONCERNING Bedo o ——

¥r. Nease
Liss Beahm
L!iss Gandy’

" SAC R. B. Hood, Los Angeles, called and stated he had been
adviged by Mr. Jim Richardson, City Editor of the "Examiner', the
newspaper in Los fAngeles which has been giving so much publicity to
this case, that the Mayor of Los Angeles internded to call Mr. Hood this
afternoon and request Bureau assistance in this investigation. Mr.
Hood stated he was sure the Mayor knew the Bureau could conduct no
actual investigation in this case but would ask for whatever assistance
vhich could be rendered, his main purpose probably being thet he could
state publicly that he had asked the FBI for assistance.

Mr. Hood stated, if he was called by the "Examiner", which is a
friendly paper, he would explain the Bureau's lack of jurisdiction in a
matter of this kind and point out to the Mayor that the Laboratory
facilities and fingerprint files of the Bureau were available in the event
they were desired, but that no actusl investigation could be conducted. It
was pointed out that even though Hood states the Bureau's position, the
story would probably leave the impréssion that the Bureau was actually
conducting some investigation, because any comment concerning the Laboratory
facilities would probably be near the end of the story. In the event he
is called by the newspapers, Hood felt that he should probably issue a
statement setting out 'bhe Bureau's exact position in this matter. I told
him I agreed.

T Ty 7
ACTION TO BE TAKEN: No action is to be taken by Hood until he E""hw'” ”“‘ .
receives a call from the Mayor or a call from the newspapers. " If he 0w
receives a call from the Mayor he is going to explain the Bureau's position.
If he receives a call from the Newspapers he is going to explain the
Bureau's position.

ce - My, Nichols
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: FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGA CC-150

- TION
* | UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JI’CE /; e :
—————— ﬂ '\‘ 4
| "y (K
| To: COMMUNICATIONS SECTION. '
3 FEBRUARY 20, 1947 A

Transmit the following message to:

ELIZABETH SHORT, INFORMATION CONCERNING. TW0 BEISTIES ARE PLANT FIBERS

{ » —— ——

T BEARING CHARACTERISTICS OF PAIM TREE FIBERS WHICH ARE USED IN MARIUFACTURE

SAC, I0S ANCEIES

OF INEXPEXSIVE BRUSHES.

ROUTTHE ]
$C-19260 BR ODVER
RED:KBC
RECOE.’:EE}@ :,’ . |
{ - o e
/o
COPIES DESTROYED /tadé}‘
. \:
7. Tolson | ‘ ) N :
\p. k. A, TEETTTT | »
v — .
“ad . \} |
S
Per, 1 S




e - ' ' : L-40, .
- #ERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATIM '
* TED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUS 4
, Laboratory Work Sheet
%’ RECCHDED mm e e .
Q=187 EXPEDY ZE
kg ,
4! - ) /- ’
Wirs Answar §iit é J— 2L
Re: RLIZATETH SHIRY File #
IRFORAATICH SEIIRRNING Lab. # PO=19250 B
Examination requested by: Tos Anpales  (£2-2023)
Date of reference communication: leb 2-13-47 Date received: 2‘i$’47
\a_iz
Examination requested: Blero. {Fibers)
Result of Examination: Examination by: THGETT
9
)

Specimens submitted for examination

R ar o e e e T A T - e v mvow

\/ﬁ}v ﬁ’a‘ bristlas. . ) /

f
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L-40
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RER o
F . RAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATIO ]
' - TED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUST &f;}
Laboratory Work Sheet :
Rr.CCRDED R . . ’
2~-123-477 P

EXPEDITE

kag . ,
Wire Answer 111} / Y- Ly
AR AN
Re: ELIZABETH SHORT File #
INFORMATION GONCERNING Lab. # PC-19260 BN

Examination requested by: Bos Angeles (62-2928}

Date of reference communication: let 2-13-47 Date received: 2-31;2?7
L Examination requested: Micro. (Fibers) .
Result of Examination: Examination by: DUCKETT
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WASH 11 FROM LOSANGELES 19 10=-47 AM Wi‘ LS
_-DIRECTOR  URGENT =mmmmmmmnme ATTENTION MR. ROSEN —v\ <
AL

EL'ZABETH“SHORT, INFORMATION CONCERNING. CHIEF OF POLICE C. B,
HORRALL PERSONALLY ADVISED ME ON FEBRUARY EIGHTEENTH THAT G \ R ‘6
FOLLOWING BRIEF TALK WITH MAYOR FLETCHER BOWRON, NO REQUEST WOULD g
BE FORTHCOMING FOR ACTIVE ASSISTANCE IN MURDER CASE iNVOLVlN.Q“‘\:‘@“
SHORT AS VICTIM. LOS ANGELES EXAMINER THIS DAY STATES CHIEF
HORRALL MADE OFFICIAL REQUEST OF ME FOR ASSISTANCE WHICH STATEMENT
HAS BEEN DENIED BY HIM TO THE EXAMINER A@ INQUIRIES FROM TWO TXX% ’
OTHER PAPERS HAVE BEEN MET WITH RESPONSE THAT WE ARE NOT/‘CONDU,CT]‘NG i

' REGoRDEE / L — 7 /- 30
ATIVE INVESTIGATION IN THIS CASE IN ARSENCE OF JUR!'SDICT‘ON.

ST
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454, South Figueroa Street
¢ . Los Angeles,I3, California
R I ] Feb,15, 1947

J .Edgar Hoover, 4
Director, : ~ .
Federal Bureau of Investigation, . 3
Washington.D.C., ’ /

Dear Sir;-

~

I had occasion once before to write you - April I0,I240 -
and feel impressed to do so again now. Tpat other was a personal
matter; this one is of grave public importance which is being
grossly neglected - if not abetted - by the police.

: On the night of the I4th, of January there was an awful
el rumpus here in this house on the Fourth floor in Apartment 405,
A MrHawkins - whom everybody used to call the Oldir_lzsséiceman -
has lived there for a long time. I was told that MrsgGnau, the
woman next to him in Apt.403 h&érd it all - the terrible obscene
language the man wzs using and the woman screaming, ah@d ran down
. and reported it to the manager - Phelps = in the office, He at
™~ once called policemen., Twelve -~ L was told = came and took old
\?: Hawkins -~ covered with blood -~ to jail. Latenr ambulance came
to get the gifl's body. It was all cut up and Aerribly mutilated. -
. Her mouth cut from ear to ear. The Jlady-Jn Neg,40Q fainted when ,
she saw it, The next morning the bodz, o0f chefBla %ﬁfahlia;v’:as CR
. found dumped out into a lot on Norton. Hawkifi§ - all clSaned up -
" 3 was let out by the sheriff and allowed to come back here to live
. as though nothing had happened., He's been going and coming ever
since - so I'm told -~ and the second murder in L.,A. within the
past week - Feb,IOth- has all the earmarks of his dirty work.

Now, I do not know whether or not this matter/has been
N taken care of by any investigators. The police appear Lo be doing
—. nothing in regard to it. Maybe no one has reported-it/for fear
. ~. of the police ~ as they already know all about it; hgving been
~ here twelve strong that night of B,D's murder. She yas alive a
few minutes before they got here, The first pap e Times -
mentioned a $I0,000 reward involved, }3\7

S
We women are beginning to live in @rtal t&Pfror of
these conditions that are happening around us, for this corner
was once a highly respected neighborhood., We have no place to
move to, and camnot get out. Mr.Hawkins has been involved before
in other questionable affairs. Everybody in this house could give
evidence in regard to this matter. Mrs.Benjamin in 30I, Mrs.
Brand in 300, Lady in 202, Lady in 400 - and many I do not know
by name, The matter is being hushed up. Everybody is afraid of
‘the police, I am giving you this information in case you have not
been informed. L.A.needs cleaning up. If, the matter is being
taken care of - to your knowledge = please drop the matter here,

‘If noty I would like to see Mr, Mrkins piclg;aglfi p-at;once for > f
Y, he is to I(lave until the I8th og%u%sm £ “leave i’ielrgez:’ o g;/
AT e PR X .
7 ‘L.»:‘/j:’«\f:'; ]Ef you should ansgfg?%%jé‘ase’ answer 1%21151111 envelope,)
A el g ) 7 EX -1y o x {
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ﬁ;& I niye recaived your jwtter dated “ehruwry 15,

L.

Your suy be sseared L oax sppreciolive of
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hide

Sinewrely yours,

Jobn Tdgar Toover
Tractor

cor Lom Anpeles (Vith copy of incominy lettier)
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WASH FROM LOSA 3 28 11=52 AM

/~ DIRECTOR URGENT

RE UNKNOWN SUBJECT, ELlZABETé#%HORT,-VlCTIM, MURDERED, MISC,
INFORMAT 1 ON CQNCERNING; VICTIM AKA QUOTE BLACK DAHLIA UNQUOTE,
MURDERED JAN. FIFTEEN LAST, RETEL FROM L.A. JAN. TWENTY-FOUR
LAST. REQUEST EXPEDITE. INFO REQUESTED IN REFERENCED TELETYPE,
NAMELY, EMPLOYMENT RECORD OF SHORT THROUGH SOCIAL SECURITY AS
MATTER OF COOPERATION WITH LOCAL POLICE, LATEST DEVELOPMENTS
IN POLICE INVESTIGATION INCLUDES RECEIPT OF SEVERAL LETTERS TO
NEWSPAPERS AND AUTHORITIES HERE BY WRITER WHO CLAIMS TO BE
AUPEER X MURDERER QITH PROMISE TO SURRENDER. FIRST LETTER IN=-
TERCEPTED BY POSTAL AUTHORITIES AND ADDRESSED TO NEWSPAPERS
CONTAINED FOLLOWING ARTICLES DEFINITELY BELONGING TO VICTIM,
BIRTH CERTIFICATE, BAGGAGE CHECK, PHOTOGRAPHS, PERSONAL CORRES
PONDENCE. NO SUBSEQUENT MAIL OR COMMUNICATIONS CONTAINED ANY
MATERIAL TO INDICATE WRITERS HAVE ANY KNOWLEDGE OR CONNECTION
WITH INSTANT CASE. NO DEVELOPMENTS TO DATE zgydﬂD féiE UE

l;/-

POSSIBILITIES. EXPEDITE INFO REQUESTED, @’ q@ ’”’§~n «”
HOOD Lonca Ident b rRY
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S'GANDARD FORM NO, 64

" Office NI\

TO

\,\ OM :
ey
SUBJECT: RI,JZABETH SHORT

- INFORMATION CONCERNING

d%m

Director, FBI

SAC, Los Angeles

—
Re: LEON E. BURRIS, SUSPECT

with the mutilastion murder of ELIZABETH SHORT.

COPIL‘S DESTRO
YT
833 D

NOV 18 1084 - oot ‘Lf}w“) .
PJP2JCJ ~' o S
62-2928 '\\\A'
T
}7; 0 ’) ux 17
ﬂ‘f %\, |
5 U N lg,

P / \ v

UNITED S'lzrrES GOVERNMENT

Attention:

Attached hereto are fingerprints of captioned suspect in connection

of these fingerprints to this office Air Mail gpecial Dellvery.

¢

o m—

A
f
, J

DATE: pebruary 28, 1947

IDENTIFICATION DIVISION

Please forward results of sear

/

&4""! 1“‘”

PHEULMINS DETASHED IN 8, 1, K, <.
e :

3




60183

(- QDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION ‘
‘ UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

Date recorded: 3-4-47 12:00 HCON
Single Fingerprint Rsport

Case:  EE: BLIZABETH SHORT Nomber: .62-82627c % Db
INFORMATI N CONCERNIN T
LEON E. BURRIS, SUSPECT

Specimens: Fingerprints of suspect, LEON E. BURRIS, submitted for comparison

with the unidentified latents in this case.

Examination requested by: SAC, Los Anpeles
Date received: 3-4-47 anb

Date of reference communication: 2~28~47
Examination requested: Fingerprint

Result of examination:

2 . - 2, - e 2

Examination by: Robyak

Ll G T ¥
Moi trsed T K
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SAC, los Angeles | March 6, 1547
mmr’ poy:

ELIZATETH SHORT
INFORMATION CONCYRRING

Neference is made to your letter of Petruary 28, 1947, sub~
mitting the fingerprints of Leon I. Ruris in oonnection with the
sbove-entitled matter, your file #62-2928.

You are advised that the fingerprints submitted were conmpared
with the latent fingerprints previously forwarded in connection with
the irnstont oame, btut no identifications were effected.

A seardh of the fingerprinte of Durris through the Dureau's
umvﬁwmﬁhamnﬁodtammermrdform

JR:CJO / /
(282627 - 33

Mr. Hendon

s ;o
P
SIS A j
CUAVENE T /
} : i v P
: g M s i N
Nr. Glavin : - .
ir. Ladd : o o .
Nr. NiehoTs ! L f‘: I ?‘ R }
Vr. Rosen 3 I AN N bt f e - X »
¥r, Tracy i
Ar. Carson i i AL
\r, Egan i L v
Mr. Gurnea i FEii S .
L. Harbo :

I

Xr, Permington ] ° ’
Mr. Quinn Temm OB . AW
Jir. Nease (’

it

ir .
Miss Gandy

T BRMAR 15T
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WASH FROM LOSA 19 5«20 PM
26
/ DIRECTOR URGENT

& SR f""g
UNSUB, ELIZABETH SHORT, AKA;@LAQKQDALlAu V|CT|M MUT'LATlON MURD
INFO. CONCERNING. PVT. FRANCISC B*gKERNER, WA, FRA LACEK, ASN
THREE NINE ONE SIX FIVE SEVEN TWO SEVEN, ENLT$TED O0CT. SIXTEEN
FORTYONE, CONSIDERED LIKELY SUSPECT IN SHORT MURDER., INFO AVAIL-
ABLE LAPD INDICATES KERNER DESERTER. NO RECORD &NBYESXXX |ND}ICES
THIS OFFICE. REQUEST BUREAU ADVISE WHETHER OR NOT KERNER
SUBJ OF DESERTER FUGITIVE CASE AND IF SO WHAT OFFICE IS ORIGIN,
WIFE OF SUSPECT, MRS. LEE-XERNER, LISTED RESIDENCE ADDRESS ONE
NAUGHT NAUGHT FIVE THlRﬁ_ST&, WICHITA EALLﬁz TEX SQI EXPEDITE.
HOOD y}“,{h ,N\,?\ s 43&,, ’ -7 3%
ack pLs B2TIR 7 )T -

- II'}‘ ’?jﬂmﬂ_@ ’ '
Q¥ By
X~ g




Fle FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATIG
NITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUS
FooRUARY 25, 1547
TO: COMMUNICATIONS SECTION.
SAG, %FF&EL}? UROFRY
Transmit the foilowmg message 10: Cl
THSUB, ELIZABETH SHORT, A¥XA BLACK DAHLIA, VICTBE VCTILATICK HURDER,
VEORMATTON CONCERLILG. RETRTEL TO.AY. «fR DIFA LIXKT HAS LOT
RATQUECTED EUREAUS AIGISTARCE I LOCATINGSXERKER, ALTA3-LACEK, AS A
NESEATER «
HOOVIR
0: Xr. Rosen
¥re YcCabe
¥r. Yartin
¥r, Gearty
FESnl
EITE DT ‘ S
cop
a3z LEYTROYER
NOV 18 1964

SENT VIA ket Y UM per_ =




STANDARD FORM NO. 64 .

: O]ﬁce MemoMmZ%m * UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO : Director, FBI DATE: March 3, 1947

Vi@m/: SA2, New York

SUBJECT: UNXNOUN SUBJECT;
ELIZABETH SHORT - VICTTM;
LIURDER - INFORMATION CONCERNING

Reference is made to the conference teletype from the
Los Angeles Field Division to the Bureau and New York, dated Jamary 23,
1947,
Since all pertinent facts were submitted by teletype
to the Ilos. Angeles Field Division and the Bureau on Jamary 25, 1947,
no report is being submitted and this matter is being Referred Upon Come
pletion to the Office of Origin.

>

cc Los Angeles

Yk@@@bJL‘ A -
¢ 2
WEH MKW
62-9061
( )

o //’/
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STANDARD FORM NO, 64

{ Office Mémow%al%m :

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

r TO . Director, FBI pATE: February 2, 1947
}‘* L\é‘ROM SAC, Los Angeles
¥
suBjECT: BLIZABETH SHORT

Information Concerning

1 -

On February 18, 1947, JAYES RICHARDSCN, City Zditor of the
§Los ingeles Exaniner, advised me 'bhat in all probability I would receive a re-
iquest from liayor FLETCHER BOWRON on February 18th for this Bureau's assistance
in cennection with the murder case in which ELIZABETH SHORT is the victim. "The
Bureau will recall that this individual was murdered and her body dissected and
it is referred to as the-'Black Dahlia® case. i% i R q:%

RICHARDSON went on to state that Mayor BOURON had been

friendly to the Examiner and that he personally was friendly to the liayor but .
that there are now rumbles of incompetency in the police department and that /-
citizens are terrorized in view of the recent murders in this city - there
having been four unusual cases in the past six weeks. He stated that within
the last several days the Police Commission has asked Chief of Police C. B.
HOPRALL for a report on these cases and in RICHARDSON's opinion if there is
another murder of this type in the near future, it is going to be most unfor-
tunate for the Los Angeles Police Department. o - o

A -u ‘ﬁ‘ﬂﬂﬂf B

N A S O

.Lc.u - ;MLI:VG !

He stated many people believe that the FBI should join
“forces with the local department in this case and they do not know that our . <
jurisdiction will hot permit it. He mentioned that if the FBI did join tKe -
local authorities and nothing became of the investigation, there obviously \
would not be so much unfavorable reflection on the local.agency and likewise \
if the Bureau were to solve the case and make its own independent release
and ignore the police department, it would destroy all public confidence in °
the police organization. ' '

RICHARDSON states that he has many good friends on the
| Homicide Squad and they have been very cooperative with his paper but it is .
knovm that many of them dre not experienced homicide investigators, they
having been taken over from other squads in the last year or so. ¢

I-was with Chief of Police C. B, HORRALL on February 18th
and without my mentioning this si‘bua;’c.ion, he stated he wanted me to know con-
fidentially that on February 17th the Ilayor had called him in and asked why
he did not request assistance of this Bureau-and the Chief informed him that
we had no jurisdiction to enter the investigation but for the Hayor's own in-
¥formation and not for publication, this, office had been of considerable
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TO: Director
FROM: SAC, Los fngeles
SUBJECT: ELIZABETH SHORT
Information Yoncerning =

assistance in the investigation. This is true, as we have made records
available to the local officers which they were not in a position to obtain
and have rendered them assistance in contacting the Veterans Bureau, Navy
Department and other similar organizations. No actual investigation has

been made of the murder case and none is contemplated. The Chief wanted me
to know that if the Mayor did make any statement abdut the Bureau's partici-~
pation in this case that it was entirely the Hayor's and over the objection
of HORRAIL as he did not want to bring the Bureau into this situation for it
was not his practice to have anyone else involved in his own difficulties.

He pointed out that his department could take the criticism that might be
directed to them and he would take it personally if necessary and under no
circumstances would he do anything that might give the appearance of attempi—
ing to pass it on to this Bureau. He stated that the Hayor meant well but
that when the newspapers put the pressure on him his judgment is not good and
he might say something that would appear to involve this Bureau in the in~-
vestigation. I informed the Chief that I understood the Mayor was going to
call upon me for assistance but that if he did so, it would be explained that
there is no Federal jurisdiction for us to enter the case but our usual
facilities would be available at any time as they have always been in the past.

For the Bureau's information, reporters were,at the scene

of the murder before the law enforcement officers arrived and had the evidence
in their possession before the officers, and throughout the entire investigation
the reporters have talked to witnesses and published facts which were bound to
hinder the investigation of the local department. Reporters are in the offices
of the Detective Bureau and it is not possible for the investigators to have a
confidential telephone conversation or even read mail without having some news
]reporter looking it oter-to see if it relates to this case.

As Ir. ROSEN of the Bureay was informed February 18th, the
lMayor, if he requests assistance from us, would be informed of the Bureau's
lack of jurisdiction in the case and newspaper inquiries will be met with a
direct statement that we have no investigative jurisdiction, and if any state-
ment the layor might make calls for a clarification, the matter will be dis-
cussed with the Bureau immediately before any comment is made.

o T Since dictation of the above material, Chief HORRALL has

telephonically advised me that he had another talk with the tiayor and he be-
lieves the entire situation is taken care of and he does not anticipate that
anything further will be heard on it.

RBH:AB
62-2929
1-3
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TO : DATE:

FROM :

SUBJECT:
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REPORT
of the

<axc!, LABORATORY _a.__

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
WASHINGTON D. C. February 26, 1947

SAG, Los Ingeles
Following is the report of the FEI Laboretory giving the ‘

To:

results of examinations conducted on evidence received from your office.
This report serves to confirm and supplenert the Bureauts wire of February
20, 1947,

I‘J.izabeth “hort ( S John Edgar Hoover, Director

Ton Information Concerning

e

YOUR FILE N062_2928
FBI FILE NO. 62"82627
' . NO. -
Examination rqqu.st‘d by: Addmssea LAB P) 19260 BII
Reference: Letter 2/13/47
Examination requested:  LCTOSCODLE @gjggmzﬁl . : 21 - ‘3%
Specimens: 01, Two bl‘iﬁﬂes. ) F B l
72 Rt . a4

FESULTS NF EXANINATIOFS i

The two bristles in spoocimen QL are plant fibers bearing
charasterlstics of Palm tree fibers which are used in the nanufacture of
inexpensive brushes. They have rounded tips, and are dull russebt in color.
The bristles are stiff, thin, and wiry. Tiey are slightly flexible, fim,
strong, and elastic. vmcirrn .1 anncars to have been coated to make the
bristles water repellent.

o Fromthe-abovo exsnination, it is the opinion of the
| oxanines tHEE AT 4w pzbbabry from & cheap brush. The bristles in brushes
that {01 cogld ha Y8 (£qu :vi contain few identifiable characteristics for
; :{f: T°1s°"m—wm arison, l:n:..t'poses.c How 5 if a brush is located, it i3 sugpested that
B —— subdiitsed folithe ;lnbo tory along with the 1~emain:¥.ns;, portion of speci-
i ;f’; gggg:rs“——-'"en Ql‘
B — BRI Vi3 A

O — Thq( pm;tim of speecizen QL not consumed in the examination
aendgn__m__.-]:s beinp"r “tumaﬁ-‘heu.mﬁlz.,
g \ ‘u'\ \ ’ /

Hﬁ/

LS
!

ﬂlos&%e - o istered Mail \ J
% "\ ] RF‘D ,, I‘/ \




EN<LoSURE M;SS}NG—
H—=1%-6%
333




v,
s
Y
A

HEARST NEWSPAPERS

TIMES-HERALD BUILDING h
RooM 607 i N

WASHINGTON 5, D. C.

v :
RAY RICHARDS { FeLEPHoREs-~ s

WASHINGTON CORRESPONDENT ‘) January 23 s 1947 Exsc%l{Tdvsr=eszzaezzz /
J. Edgar Hoover, Esq.,

/

ederal Bureau of Investigation,
Washington,

T e

" Dear Mr, Hoover:

Inclosed is a tearsheet from The Los Angeles_Examiner,
in which I thought you might be interested,

The_near-miracle which is the FBI's ‘identification
division was laudef¥)in big stories in all our papers in connection

with the Elizabeth Short identification. I presume you are receiving
clippingss

Your comment in the inclosed story was particularly
appreciated by Mr, R.T%%VaﬁXEttisch, managing editor of The'los Angeles
Examiner, " { T a T

n~/’4; (7 ' Yours very truly fi
L@S:ﬁfw fx 1;7‘Q~}~ A 4: ..L“E\ 3 <> ,
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;,Chief of Bureau.
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January 32, 1947
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M¥p, Rdy Richards

¥ashington Correapaondent

Hearst Newspaners

Times-Hearld Butlding, Room 07

Eaghincoton 8, Ds Cs 2
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Dear ¥r. Richarde:

S}
g

Your letter dated Jonuary £3, 1947,
* haa been received and I want to thank pou jor

raking the englosed tearsheet [from the Los
anoelga Fzeniner available L0 ne. I gn ine

deed plecsed that my commenis were gratifying
+0 Mr. Van Ettisoh beccuse the hrxominer deo-
serves real commaendation for its cooperaiive
gervice in thia cuse.

#ith best wishes and ¥ind regards,

Sincerely youra,

" P T PR -
e [N w07 o s

NOTE: Mr. R, T. Van Ettisch is managing editor
of the Los Angeles Examiner-pver Mr. Richards' letter.
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Federal Bureau of Inuvestination

Ynited States Department of Justice

Los Angeles, California
Februvary 25, 1947

Diractor, F3I ATTELTION:  IDENTIFICATICH DIVISICN

1

REs SLIZABSTH SHCET
UBLACE DAHLIAY ITRDHER IN LOS ALGEIES
IHFORATION COLCERIING

Daar Sir:

The manner in which ELIZABETH SHORT's body was dissected has in-
dicated ths possibility that the murderer was a parson somewhat experienced in
nedical work. The Los ingoles .olice Department has undertaken to develop sus-
pects maong the medical and dental schools in the area, as Well as among other
students who have anything to do with human anatowy.

The Univorsity of Southern California ledical Echool was reluctant
to turn over a list of their students to the police department without being
assurad that the names would not be indexed into police or FBI cecords as sus-~
rects in the case. This assurance has been given them,

I an enclosing two copies of & list of the University of Southern
California medical students, glving the name, address, M@t date and Army
or Navy compansation number where known. Those students with "c¢" numbers are in
school undar the G.I. Bill of Righis. It is requested that the Bureau sesarch
these names through the criminal record indices and in thz event any criminal
record is determined for any of these msn, a copy is recuested to be sent air
rail to this office,

It will be noted that eight names are preceded with an asterisk.
In these cases, if a fingerprint card is located for the individual, it is re-
quested that a photographic copy of fingerprints be furnished to this office
by air mail as the Los Angeles Police Departzent Crime I.aboratory has compared
the handwriting of -these individuals with notes received in the case and has
concluded that there is some similarity and they would like to bs able to com~
pare latent fingerprints also.

I feel thuot we can be of much assistance to the Los 4ngeles
Police Department in this cas: and the Bureau's expsditious attention to +h3
project will be sincerely appreciated b%mmoamuu /‘ - “"i oyt /f %ﬁ é
-

&t the completion of tﬂ‘é’ Bureau's search, it is requested that

the list be destroyed or returned to the ILos ingeles Cffice, ,

U?ﬁ: 13} tllﬁ a0 , Lo . f—i"l 1 )
o L' ‘1‘ . . Very truly yours, D
FQRVICTORY p WOLT o s
62-—‘29%@; ;\i 2 U é};! i WMMA\ .
Encss 2 P B e Rs B. HOOD, SAC.
o AIE JATL ‘
s | Bt o COPIES DESTROYES, Uoes ,
N - o=
832 o1y :

rj‘fr\; - é _:’j
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SAC, Los ‘ngeles Feltruzry 28, 1947

D:Lrec’cor » I‘Bf',[

-

. . PLLIOHAL, XD CAUPIDINRIAL

h.L'“T I o ?OPT
HETAGY DAH IoW U DRl IN LOY AYGELE B
TU=0a ATION CNICLINING
Your File 62— ‘9#8

Feforence ig ~77¢ to yorr lettor of Februirr 25, 137, rel-tive 1o
~ L izt of e voror of the Universzity of

nts. e, f,c%

4 -

C’1l*0rflu nedica! sbul

In aceerdrrer i+h wour re ot thene mror nre beiry coarched throurh
£ the Jdentification Divisior =rd u‘mn.crmrletion o thie poarch

the roouTits will 1z furnished to you. At th-d fime e it of noreg vill te
forvarlel to ven Yor z-mropriate disposal.

Ssct'on
rosgassi

ATT TATL

vy Tolgon .
kr: Es A, Tamm_
kr. Cleg i

‘re Qlavii
Laad

{r. Nichols___
Ur. Rosen
¥r. Tracy v

ir. CB.rson 7
Egan,

. 2!
' v, Gurnes

3. Harbo,

}r. Hendon

¥r. Pennington

Mr. Quinn Temd

r. hease
) mss gandy,

For your informi-tion tve Identificntion Diviocion Sinerle Firgerprint
111 eonrrre o chobprrarhic l-tent printc <hich are in their
on vith the records as thoy are locuted.

A
¥y
L .
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Date recorded:3-5-47 2:00 Pif

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
- UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

Single Fingerprint Report
Cage; RE: EBLIZABETH SHIRT Number: 62-82627 *Zf}@’

"BLACK D4HIIA® MURDER I.: LOS ANGEIES
TNFORMATON CONCERNTING

Specimens: Une list of approximately 300 individuals submitted. (.ith copy)
o 1t is requested that the fingerprints of +.e individuals listed
in instant letter be compared with latents previously submitted in this case.

Examination requested by: SAC, Los Angeles

Date received:  3-5-47 arb

Date of reference communication:  <=25~47

Examination requested: Fingerprint »

Result of examination: Examination by:Robyak

EXPTDITE

)
/ﬁ’vgt
V4 {/ i}

SFP-27 . !




SAC, los Angeles
mroetor,m

RLIZABETH SHORY

"HLACK DAHLIA* NURDER IN 1LOS ANBELES
INFORMATION CONCERNING

Reference is made to yow lstter of W
subritting a list bearing the names of stadents

Aol
Hedionl Sehool of the University of Boutbem Califonia and
requasting that these names Le searched through the wriminal indices

of th: Identifiostion mx&uim in oonnection with the above-entitled

You sre advised thas no erininal reccrds ware locsted for
the individuale whoss names are marked with an asterisk, iiowsver,
noo-oriminal fingerpring osrds were lookted for nine of these indi-
viduals, photographle copiss of wiich sre snslosad as requested.

A sesroh of the resaining nemes on the list has resulbed
in the looation of ariminal rwocrds for tires individuels whoe

2y be identical with the persons named in yowr letter. Trenscripts
of thelr resords are silosed.

Kon-oriminal fingerprint reccrds were alsc located for
217 other individoale aod their fingerprints, as well as those
mentioned above, were compered with the five latent fingerprints
evicualy mbxitted in eomwetion with the instant sase, bt ne
{dmntifioations were effected.

For your inforsation, red sheck merks appesr on the
retorned 1iste befure the nemes of individwls fur whom fingerprint
oards were located, Itmbom%dm:wfw;ﬂ.nhm
m&hbﬁam‘zﬂinﬁ.vm
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¥r. GlaVU\ . . re ]
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¥r. Rosen - y
Wr. Tracy 3 TN AT v 4y 1 Iy
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ir. Egar i i /’1
¥r. Gurnea B B ;
AT, Hardo f j) ‘{
B e FENERAL B =AU UF [NVESTICATION V /
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COPY:FQ

Paula Weldon Bennington, Vermont disappearsd

Michael Martin
Blue Point
Long Island

alias
Blue Point Vance
Philo Vance

Blue Point
Long Island

-killer

of Elizabetéxéhort
Los Angeles

-

Michael Marti#\schwab

Northport, Long island
Babylon

Long Island Phone Book

RECORDED & INDEYRD Z4S éaZ -~ ‘ﬁ_ Zb /? 7 QH
a1° F B
g 58 mar 11 1947
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347, Los Anveles Tehruary 27, 1947

Dirastor, &°T

VETTTNTT TR ST
TLTIZAPTTY SUOHT - YTOTTY
TR

PO NS S A

Ry Ry
OORD% .- - 7* 7/

«!:l

nclosed is a transcript of an anonvmous com wniaation received
at the ”ur"az L‘lch mazes raferencs o the murde of the caphioned viectim.

7. You should submit such information o th2 Los Anreles Folica Demartment for

sucli action as thut acency desms advisaole,.

Attached with a copy of this letter for she Moston Field Division
is a transcrlpt of this anonymous communicabion which alao makes refersnces
to the disapnsarance of Fa'la .elden. In view of ths naturs of the anonrmous
communizsasion, it is not heliaved advisable for ihe I'oston Field Division
to initiate any investimation »n the basis of tais letter,

cc: Boston (enclosure)
Enclsours

JTLedlr

W v

\ l,!‘uh\\" - «

ORIGINAL COPY FILFD IN




454 South Figueroa Street
Los Angeles, I3 California
Feb,25,I247

John Edgar Hoover, ) /
Federal Bureau of Investigation,
Washington, D.C.

/,
Dear Sir;- Z/ 2/ /’,_,,71‘, l;/ ARy

As you know, the Black Dahlia case has been
quickly hushed up, and apparently all covered up. No
effort wa§ really made to bring the culprit to Justice.
His name ...—Hawkln.a ~ and his room number here - 405 -
and all of his ¢ dlrty work, are well knovm to the police
but the rascal is still here in 405 and begging the
new landlords - Mr., and Mrs Naylor - to stay! He was
sunposed to have left by the I8th ~ by order of the
sheriff. As for any material evidence being now available,
that is possibly out of the question. For the firemen
and police have been here many times " cleaning! up
after Mr Hawkins. T .saw an old mattress being brought
into the house here from a truck ~ markec M*62 on the
back left corner- on the first of Feb.about 12;30 p.m. .
The new landlady says the firemen have found an enormous
amount ©f o0ld papers between this house and the next
- corner restaurant and saloons - and that they have been
clearing them out. The strip is or.tly a couple of feet
or so wide and directly under Mr,Hawkins' fourth floor
windows. The Hoover HoteliCompany that run this place
for Mrgs.Striker vho ovms it, know about these goings-on
of Mr.,Hawkins and tried to ev:r.ct Mrs Bernice Benjamin
vhom they acciised of talking too much. They are almost
as kind to old Hawkins as are the police. This was not
Mr,Ha3kins!'! first offense., I heard on good authority
from several sources here in the house, that a woman
vho had been with the "0l1d Policeman" - as they call
Hawkins ~ was shoved when drunk from the roof or 4th
floor and taken to the haspital ~ probably the same
ambulance that took the Black Dshlia, Andther affair
that took place in his room and ended down in a book-~
store or lMagazine shop below my window on Sth, st
and which was quickly hushed up # and the store vacated;
now being used to store liquor - was more than SU.SplC" ouS.

I will never forget that poor store-kee @ sz‘ - 9y 5 F
g p PR é}gf - GRERT

scream:mg and being suddenly choked stll

I live! The old man with the white.dog ca chel, ,f\‘
that used to live here and who talked too myglt about { Ll
this affair, has now dlsappeared. I am told¥ne is in

a hospital from liquor poisoning! “wv

Hoping this information may be of servn.ce,

%inc‘ﬁréi,:;’ ﬁtﬁﬁl Ot

S x » <)
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Your letier dated Iedruory 84, 1347,
hoe keen reveived ond ¥ want do thank pou Sfor
noking tiis ins amzx:&ian epailadle tu roe Che
motder pou mention Accs npd cone within the
tnvegiicutive _;x:;r*;g.:.ﬁic“im off taig rursou but
I un r'ej‘errim pour cormenits to apnropriaie
1ocal onthoritiad.

\ winnersly norvsy
John Sdaor Caouver
Zirguator
|
¢c: Low Angeles, with fwo aap&ies of incoming.
Attentions SACy JFor your infarmation and referral
to appropricbe locel asuthorities,
NOTE: No record on this correspondent locaued in X
general indices,
FEY shnn
. )
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FROM DO-7

OFFICE OF DIRECTOR, FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

TO

OFFICIAL INDICATED BELOW BY CHECK MARK

&'

\

|

- Mr.

. Mr.

l Mr. ' )

 Mr. Glavin ___________ {/_'_\_ ?_”_‘( )

. Mr. Ladd 2T

 Mr. Nichols __________(f____ Sz

 Mr. Rosen ) 32* e

~ Mr. Tracy () Qj

~ Mr. Carson () M
Mr. Gurnea __________ () - -
Mr. Harbo ()
Mr. Hendon ______ ( )—-t&Ao" . -
Mr. Nease () =
Miss Gandy _ () tooe % ot o —

()

 See Me () '

- Note and Return () %'
For Your Recommendation ( )
What are the facts? () N
Remarks:

_ N “'"ji}\'}: ] £
[ 2=Fx% 5 7 — 47[@-5
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OFFICE OF DIRECTOR, FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

FROM DO-7

TO
OFFICIAL INDICAFED\PELOW BY C?ECK MARK

Tolson _____ | &Eﬁ

=t/

Mr.
Mr. E. A. Tamm ___________
Mr. Clegg ()
Mr. Glavin _______ ()
Mr. Ladd ()
Mr. Nichols _____ ()
Mr. Rosen (
Mr. Tracy ()
Mr. Carson _____ ()
Mr. Gurnea ___ )
Mr. Harbo ()
Mr. Hendon _____ . ()
Mr. Nease ()
Miss Gandy __ )
()
See Me ()
Note and Return ______ ()

For Your Recommendation ( )
What are the facts? ()
Remarks:
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- FEDERAL SECURITY AGENCY
SOCIAL SECURITY ADMINISTRATION

WASHINGTON, D. C.

Zone 25

Jamuary 31, 1947

r. John Edgasr Hoover

Director

Federal Bureau of Investigation
Weshington, B, C.

Dear Ir, Hoover:

I am replying to your letter of Janvary 28, 1947, which Mr, C. O. Iynum
delivered to us, in which you request information from our records
concerning the employment of Elizabeth Short.

The subject of such requests has been previously discussed with the
Department of Justice; you may recall that early in 1937, your department
requested access to our records for the location of individuals suspected
of criminal acts. At that time, every consideration was given to the
reguest but because of the Social Security Board's often-repeated public
pledge that information furnished would be used only for the purposes

of the Social Security Act, and after consulting with other governmental
agenclies, representatives of organized labor, and others, the request
was denied. Since that time we have followed the policy of refusing to
furnish confidentigl information from our records except for the purposes
of administering the Act. An exception was made, however, in our
agreement whereby your devartment has been furnished information when
such disclosures would be in the interest of the successful prosecution
of the war.

Supporting this policy Congress, in the 1939 amendments to the Social

Security Act, enacted Section 1106 which provides that the records of

the Social Securlt.y Board (now the Social Security Administration) shall

be regarded as confidentizl and that no disclosures thereof may be made

exce;gt as _the Board may by regulations prescribe,., Regilation I, adopted ‘
in conformity with this sta‘bute, prescribes what information may be dis- o
closed and to whom. .

-

Vr‘;‘.ﬂ...a
Although I apprec:.a'be entirely your desire for such information I regret
that the request, in accordance with this Regu'l aﬁlon, is not one for

which an exception may be made. BE‘OOL fé -? "‘f dé < ?"‘ ?Lﬁ

Sincerely vours,w«:@ B
T 58 Tl
/% (/(A/L 2 %
W. . Mitchell sby
Actlng Commissioner } \{\E‘-
a2 ¢

g@f
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STANDARD FORM NO, 64

. 2y -
‘\‘ tj | . - a;
™ Oﬁice ZV[emo%mdﬂm o UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

; TO H THE DIREGTO.R ) DATE: 1—31—47 . §o1son
\ Lr. E. A.
| R - Clegsg,
FROM : MR. EDW. 4. TAMH C é‘} m““%
! L Ar.
i

1 SUBJECT:  UNKNOWN SUBJECT; : o —
N ELIZABETHUSHORT - VICTIM AN
‘ ~ “ -~ HUR.DER o .‘ l’.r: Panningfon___

% Mr. Quinn Tamm
:l‘ele. Room

: 7 Mr. lNease

| You will recall we addressed a letter to the Socigds i =

| Security Addministration requesting their assistance by fur-
nishing record information in their possession to assist in

| locating o suspect in the very vicious murder of Elizabeth Short
which occurred just recently in California and has received so
much publicity. Ife are now in receipt of the reply which is a
rather verbose declinatigaﬂhq&gdwgan”regulation prescribed by the

; dgcial Security Board. It is attached. ===t —

During the war, Social Security furnished us information
on cases directly concerned with the "successful prosecution of the
wars  You will recall that Just recently they wrote 4o the 4Attorney
General and stated sincée the President's proclametion terminating
hostilities, this cooperation could now be honored only when we
ﬁ certify that the case in question grew out of the war. Ile
| accordingly directed a memorandum to the 4ttorney General protesting
the lack of cooperation on the part of Social Security and pointing
out that we now have'cases which are of at least as grave concern
to the security of the country as during the war and asking him o

nake every effort to effect arrangements whereby we could secure
this invaluable information.

- There are attached for your approval ¢ teletype to Los
4ngeles advising that Social Security has refused to,furnish the
information needed by the police and o memorandum %o the Attorney
General advising of this incident +o supplement our previous memorandum.

N ~-
Lttachments AN p v
JEM:ml - — ,;/ ATur L T

ce=ir. Ladd
Mr. Rosen

s
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SO SV EDERAL BUREAU OF INVEST.IG_ATIO! *
i . W(ITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTI
.To: COMMUNICATIONS SECTION. L MARCH 24, 1947

’T‘ nmit_the, ?ollowmg mess%g;s to: SAC, PHILADELPHIA ‘ ORQE¥T
o ‘

}&\ é’%‘ dmmm m'r, W, VICTINM, INFORMATION CONCEBNING, CONDUCT IMVESTIGATICN

45 REQUESTED 103 ANGELSS WIRE MARCH TWENTICHE.
Ny HOVER
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STANDARD F'QRM NO 64 ‘
23

Oﬁice Memamndzzm « UNITED sTA%as GOVE

TO : MB. E. A. TAMM DATE: 3-22-47
, / 74 £
, FROM : A, Rosez\( . Calls 9:15 AM. ,t} ;
i 1, Mok
4" sumEcr: _UNKNOWN SUBJECT; EL
, @SHORT, a.k.a@Black Dahlia, Victinm B e
ﬁFORMATION CONCERNING i f’ggﬁ?“n%o—rr——
%’gieQuRggmam '
e Based upon the request which was made by the Los Angeles Divisioniis s

s Gendy’

of our Philadelphia Office to conduct investigation in comnection with the
"Black Dahlia" case, 1 called Philadelphia and ingtructed them that upon the
basis of the information available to the Bureau, we did not desire any additional
ingquiries made in this case.

The attached wire reflects that the Los Angeles Police Department desires
our cooperation. They have found out through their own inquiries that the vietim
in the "Black Dahlia® case, Betty Short, was married to one Vetcher. Vetcher is in
the Army, and although the Army reports reflect that Vetcher was present each day ~—~
during the pertinent period, the Los Angeles Police Department still desires that he

be interviewed. i @ EEGORLTD 5 5 ;‘ / /\/, L7 GK

We have not conducted any investn.gation in this case and'I do not think we

‘%& ought to enter it at this late date. The Philadelphia Office was instiucted not to
2.9 conduct any iavestigation and unless advised to the contrary, they will hofy, If
2 approved, a wire should be sent to our Los Angeles Office advising that ng igghiries

% 3

ilare to be conducted in this case as previously instructed and i:hat, cﬁ our
\ ) Laboratory facilitiss are available. There is no reason to change these plans at
‘ thls time.
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acice oF DIRECTOR
£EDERALNMREAU OF INVESTIGATION
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

Februgry—1, 1947

In addition to the attache
Lemorandum from Mr. Tamm <o
¥r. Hoover and the letter from

sioner of the docial Security

Administration, is a copy of

the Memorandum whiéh was sent
- to the Attorney General per
“the Director's instructions.

The wire mentioned in Mr. Tamm

- pursuant to the Director's
instructions.

Kr.

Generdal be left on his desk.
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T edson

Mr.
Mr.
Mr. Egan

Tracy
Carson

Mr. W.L. Mitchell, Acting Commi 4r., Gurnea

e

Mr.! Har
Ml"’{ Léndons”
r.-Jones__
>. Pennington__
. Tele. Room
Mr. Neasge

'sMiss Beahm___
memorandum was 8ent to SAC Hood Miss Gandy

1
™ ]

-
o
e

Hoover asked that this memorandum and
the copy of the memorandum to the Attorney |

*

;1_\1\1;

"“:};' e, oo %
ﬁ‘ﬁ
[=]
L8
. ﬁ\
Fzg
\a—a.?;
2]
(o]

R S R Y
e ;zief}:i;:!:} v
o

BI04 ‘if.”,%fi";‘ |- y




» o o
o ’ - n
c N i A Wt b b
. i)
VAR
£ ~J R

TELY “ELT“"’ ‘ " ~ 3
COilF WASH ¢ AID PHILA 1 FRO! LOSA 21 3=-42 Pl / s \‘
L "DIRECTOR AND SAC, PHILALEL-HIA URGENT |
UNIKHOVTT SUBJECT, ELIZABETH ohOF’T ety AF\A: ILACK DAHLIA, VICTIL, |
[1IFO CONCERMIMNG. VICTIUS LMUTILATED BODY FOUND LA JAHM. FIFTEED
LAST. [IFO DEVELOPED 5Y LAPD IHDICATING THAT SERG, P ﬁf/VETCHER

=
]

ASH THREE TWO ONE £ 1 GHT- THREE a}UE FOUR NAUGHT, TS SPECT

il THIS MURDER. AS COOPERATIVE IiEASURE AMD UNLESS ADVISED TO

COiTRARY BY BUREAU, IT IS REQUESTED PHILADELPHIA INTERVIEW
VETCHER. VETCHER TRANSFERRED FROM FROT [C CLELLAM, ALABAMA OMN

JAH. TVWENWTYEIGHT LAST TO ROO% TWO MNAUGHT ONE SOUTH OFFICE BLDG.,
TWO FIVE MAUGHT TWQ ARNMY SERVICE UNIT, HARRISBURG, PA. AS NATIORAL

GUARD INSTRUCTOR AMD PRESEfTLYEEE%%xymELIEVED THERE. LT. JOHN P,
L OHEIL, THIRTYFOUR TUFTS ST., MEDFORD, 14ASS., WHICH IS ALSO HOME.

TOWN OF VICTIM, RECEIVED TWO Pewseex POST CARDS POSTMARKED SEPT.

LAPRIED TC FETE .l!*\VETCEZ_"R» WHC uAS L FRIEID &F FARRIELD -T0 PER "

~

 JOHH P. OMGEIL AND THAT VIAS AT THAT TIME LIVIHG L HOLLYWOOD AND
VERY HAPPY. SECOHD CARD TO ONEIL SIGNED BY Peyf/;;TCHER IM VHICH

HE STATED THAT HE HAD WARRIED A FORMER GIRL FRIEND OF ONEIL,

WAS HAPPILY LARRIED AMD LIVING W/ITH HER N HOLLYVWOOD. RECEIPT OF

CARDS BY LOCAL AUTHORITIES VAS FIRST INDICATION THAT VETCHER VIAS

EVER ASSOCIATED WITH VICTIi, TEL FROH BIRMINGHAL STATES THAT B VA

OFFICIAL LORNING REPORTS CO. "B, FORT MCCLELLAN REE%?CT VETCHER

Q:r”maT' )
ppgageres EACH DAY FROM JAM. ONE TO JAM, TV ENTYEQGHE? ;§8Pl£§i
OF THIS APPARENT ALIEI OF VETCHER LOCAL AUTHORRSFES:«fSIRE THAT HE

BE EEEER¥X INTERVIEWED EXTEMSIVELY AS FOLLOVS, VHEN, VHé%E A'D
EID PAGE OHNE




PAGE TWO
CIRCUMSTANCES OF MEETIRNG VICTIM,. DATE, PLACE AND LENGTH OF MARR-

s
IAGE AND HONEYXOON, RESIENCE AND ALL FRIENDS OR AexiX ACQUAIN-
O e .
TANCES SHE IMAY HBVE HAD, CIRCUMSTANCES SURROUNDING THE VRITING

ot

< 3 ABOVE MENTIOMNED POST CARDS TO ONEIL, ALSO WHETHER OR NOT

VICTIt) HAD EVER EXPRESSED FEAR OF ANY ONE TO VETCHER. IN VIEW OF
: .. =5

NATION WIDE PUBLICITY ASCERTAIN WHY VEICHFR.DID MOT VOLUNTEER

i

EITHER HIS MARRIAGE TO OR ACQUAINTANCE WITH SHORT. VICTINMS WHERE-.
ABOUTS NOT ACCOUNTED FOR FROM JAM. NINE LAST UNTIL HER BADLY

MUTILATED BODY FOUND IN SOUTH EMND OF LA INEMPTY LOT. ASCERTAIN
FROM VETCHER WHEN HE LAST SAW AND HEARD FROM SHORT AND ANY AND

ALL INFO THAT MIGHT BE OF ASSISTANCE IN INSTANT yvmsyTasrick.

SUTEL ILFC REUESTED.
HCGD
END ACK PIS

S 7 o —~— w e o
%J@"Wz-ﬂzt{ e
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4ASH FROI LOSA 3 3-T% 1054 P
DIRECTOR URGEHNT

WURDER OF ELIZABETH SHORT, AI"A BLACK DAHL | A (Q;&'é.\/w W"r. : LOCfL
ep—— L T i S
POLICE HAVE VERY LIKELY SUSPECT, SGT P, MTCHER S \EE ™0

OME EIGHT THREE WlilE FOUR i!ﬁ«UCHT e | AST 'O"'H TO BE ASSIGIED TOW

CO. B, TVENTYEIGHTH Bi{, THIRD RGT, FT. LC cgé{tkm'éggggé)/pzé@&

APPROPRIAT E INQUIRIES 3£ MADE TO AS%&'I’L’J‘FF‘ WHETHER N&TAP’T SUS‘é’ECT

ax -2 A8 20 I
PRESENTLY Il ARLY AMD IF POSSIBLE, WHERE ASSIGNED DURING OfaTH OF JAN-

UARY LAST. /&,f; j“‘”}“ ’zﬁ j #
HOOD wh 2 (7% /Y7 8}%@
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l . FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESWATION

1947
Vi
) / a@) >
— ¥ The Director ﬁ z‘s Section
—_ Mr. Tolson ; rsonnel Files
— Mr. Ladd Send File
—___Mr, Bosen —— Bring file up-
____Mr. Clegg to-date
—  Mr. Glavin “Search, serial-
Mr. Nichols ize, and route
— Mr. Tracy . ____Readlng Room
— Mr. Harbo —_— “Mechanical Section
Mr. Hendon n?;;* Bureau Supply Section
——Mr. Penningtoq%r .____Mall Room

— Mr. Quinn Tamm. y.
—-Mr. Nease |-
—Mr. Coyne LR e

—  Miss Gandy
—__Mr. Carson

- Miss Gray
——Migs Lyon ..
Miss Butcher

2o,

o fwlnse,
NPT RS o SR '

e Calll me re this
v e Notie and return

demePile

“Stamp and mail
R_TT_P’ pare tickler
“"rall these files

an

See Me

Edward A. Tamm
5734




ST oA ' CC-150 -
.o FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION i i 7 :
? 'I‘ED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTI‘ -

;ULLORDED

To: COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 3/18/47
LK!DE p ¢2-§a Lo ] — (p L | ,
:‘ Transmlt the following medsage to: SAC, LOS ANGELES URGEHT

)/) MGRDIR OF ELIZABETH SH(RT, AKA, BLACK DAHLIA, INFO CONCERNING, RETEL KARCH
’( A‘? BIGHTEENTH, FILES OF THE AGO INDICATE PETER zmﬁog;%mm, ASR THREE TWO
&? - ONE EIGHT THREE NINE FOUR WAUGHT, REENLISTED NOVEMBER TWENTY, FORTY FIVE, FOR
THEE YEARS AT NEWARK, NEW JERSEY, AS FIRST SERGEANT. HIS F’ILEV REFLECTS A
LETTER DATED NOVEMBER TREEFTH, FORTY S1X, FROM TEE HONCRABLE DANIEL J. FEO0D,
“gmas'm OF CONCRESS, REQUESTIG THE COOPERATION OF THE WAR DEPAR THENT & THE
* TRANSF¥® OF VETCHER TO THE NATIONAL GUARD UNIT, SCRANTON, PENN\JYLVANIA N
- THE CAPACITY OF INJTRUCTOR STATING THAT VETCHER HAD ALRFADY APPLIED FOR.
‘TRANSFER THROUCH CPFICIAL CHANNELS. IT IS NOT POSSIBLE TO DETERKINE WHERE
VETCIER WAS ASSIGNED IN JANUARY. THE LATEST ASSIGNMENT CARD IN PILE DATED
L NOVEMZER THIRTY, FORTY SIX, SHOWS VETCHER AS3IGNED COMPANY B, TWENTY EIGLTH
| INFA¥TRY TRAINING BATTALION, FCRT. MCCLELLAN, ALABAKA, HOSEVER, THERE IS A
| . ° LETTEX DATED FEBRUAZY TYENTI FOUR, FORTY SEVEN, SIGNED 3Y VETCHER FRON THE
S OFFICE OF SENIOR INSTRUCTOR, HEADGUARTERS, ONE ?UND?FD ELEVENTH mmmY
. ' “POST OFFICE BOX EIGHTEEN, WASEINGTON, PEMNSYLVANIA, Anv;.s:me THAT TELIS WAS
NOTIFICATION OF C3ABGE OF ADDRESS. AN ATTEMPT WAS MADE 10 VERIFY THIS AS
I  VETCHER'S PRESENT STATICH BUT THE ROSTERS FCR THLS ORGANIZATION HAVE NOT
BEEN RECEIVED. BORN APRIL TWENTY NINTH, NINETEEN FIFTEEN, HUDSON, o
PERNSYLVANIA, WHITE, SIXTY NiNE mcmzs, ONE FIFTY WO POUNDS, GREY EYES,
. BROWN HAIR, RUDDY couPmen TATTOC RIGHT ronmmu NEXT OF KIN, MOTHER, q
_ ANNA YOROSKY, TRENTY ONL HANCOCK STREET, PLAINS, PEMMSYLVANIA, RESIDENCE \}/

\: Eolson bAk-E AD HOTI-"&{

”’""ﬁm,‘%1 7,%@13 doo ?g«

1 Gandy

- “""SERT VIA, | ‘ o
, "poPIES“DEsmnm ¥ - : ,
“\ : , 893 nNuv 181964 . \\\ ' é’ll\) )
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'Benzedrinist Hops Up New 'Dahliy’

37l

s T - _Juary 12 he ang Miss. Short be,
LOUIS;, Mafch 24—A ploods round of nightelubs, She drank
_‘h__andke,rchief and & fevised| he sald, while. he consumed. benz
conressiony which may lnk 33.year.. ‘and coffe “for g lifg.» -

old ‘Me_l\hx‘g@a,,ﬂ'ey WIth the mutilations |\ papor cs

Aiurder of Elizaheth. @M&Mﬁi i

. "ﬁlﬁﬁxmvgere:en Toute to Log Angeles poz’
lice: today. .

: BURNED iy CLOTHING

i iffian; bio efall Bajley saiq he: stopped the ear

- biley ‘claims 1t 15 Nrigs |4 7 i

at he carried: it 4§ a hgrvaungpnsqious, and carried - hep
after slashing. anq cutting ‘her hody, Body' down to the ‘beach, siasheq: hep
. 1 .e' . O

land: groin

INS two,, e —
WHo made i first’ ooigess

13 him, from  I0§.. Angelés. to St
Ou‘i&._ e P . . N
Hx‘s"hewkr‘s‘fa;tgmfe‘ﬁtxdigii;iot.correci:‘thé
original djs"crepgnby:j‘n the dates. ~Mi
Short's. body. was' found:’ daniary 15
and. police, said_shHe. was-dead Iessfthé.xj
12 hours, Bailey: clainis. he killed. th
girl January 13, : i . i
" Tog Arigeles “police. will attempff
detérmine if the blood on the hahg:
- Kefchief is the ‘same~“bype, as ‘thay, of
Miss Short. - c o
- Bailey gsaid on-the night of-

=]

R TG WASHINGTON NEWS
AL Page

1t IS M e. Lohg B'é@qli;‘rba.gl near. the: shore; | 1,
a8 a aoodand b After more:argun nis, he.knockéd*Mis'S"
;) “keepsake™ S ) T ;

, Merine, aoneatedly across the-bredsts, abdomen,
' y aid the Suf hew body in

Coffey
Glavin
Mr. Ladd
Mr. Nichf¢
@r. Rosen ¥
) r. Tracy
- Mr. Carson ______
Mr. Egan
Mr. Hendon
Mr. Pennington
Mr. Quinn Ta
Mr. Nease

Confession

gan- 4| He yseq a blanket;*h;a’sa , -t0 wash:
liquior, the body, dipping it in the ean sey--

edrine | eral times ang Teturning ‘to g ohge off
. -] her skin, ’

broad street’ and-Santy Birbdig, Blvd,
“There- he found a vagant ok Where he
o | Placed the body, Putting 4 white Tlower
along |from. her: hair- ints. ey handgs, — *
ater that ‘Morning, Bajley séid: He
went to San; Franeisco angd: obtginedv‘
St Léuls: He. sajg he:
ot Dlood-sodked clothing hegy!
‘Oklahomd. city, but did not Temember;
What he hag d0ne “with: the eirl’sii
‘ A &

B e T [ S

! clothing,

P

Y
124

e

MARQA:‘}OA"? 7 ) ;




. . FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATIONg
O QITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUST)
, youo memem - 3

To: COMMUNICATIONS SECTION. 4.2-47

BY - 30 Transmit the following message to;
L. \"?tquTﬁa ATR L Oze::,

IN.DEXEH} “}-,x’i' ’.J:? .&DVIS"-‘& RIGH!-EI) Jo?

i

832

‘¥r. Tolson

e 'éi A, Tamg
e egg,
¥r. Glavin
T dd
¥r. Niehols
e XOSen
e Tracy '
. Carson
T+ Egan
r. Girrea —
~. Hardo
~. Hendon
*. Pemningion
. Quinr LSt —

leace

ZILI”AB""L SauRy,

/

A
PRIINTD EX-GGAAL, CTINA, JANUZRY FIGHT

BLACK TAHLIE,

— -

)
-

AEos SRyDE,

-2 470 EQN TIXRn JANUATY - VERTI:N., APOIVED
SICATI SO ARCIVID GUAM Y ORUNLY OUE.

q€eovar

ch;:wew £ 7., E

2 (RIS S-SR UEIRY

S:0, LIS ANGELES

L. GTRO,

CC-150

GLR 4

URFRT

IrTy CORCERING,

Valu7 %530 M. SsER.

RS
¥y
RS
LOPIES DESTROYED s &
NOV 18 19u4 \‘\\ - ::9
h,r K ¢ . ?\?;, v,
SR Bt v,,“ . ‘
MR ) j
L : ‘i [ | [ .0‘ , 5 ) !
g , J M Per yi-

ss _ardy SENT VIA

’ IT
1_ \J‘w ‘1

:' ‘, It“”‘/

CZ107A Ox

nEVY

EIG}Z S™V7h FIVE TWO PASH SIX KINE DATH

*»02REL USRS T'UsS81sG,

. . ]v'
{
by
A b
3
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N ) QEM. EURTAL GF NYEST AV - ’
‘ ; U, '3, EPARILENT 9F JUSTIGE
EamMBIIeATICN %@IMN
R Tiom
TELEMETER
WASH FROM LOSA 7 1 1;55 PM
,/’//§ECT0R URGENT

ELIZABETH(SHORT AKA BLACK DAHLIA, VICTIM MURDER, INFQ
LOCAL AUTHORITIES DESIRE TO KNOW WHERE SUSPECT RICHARD/J DRICE

ASSIGNED DURING JAM FORTY SEVEN, RICE CEX¥X PRESENTLY ASSIGNED

E DIVISION, USS TAUSS!G, DD SEVEN FOUR SIX, CARE FLEET POST OFFICE, ‘
AND FRANCISCO, AND NS BELIEVED TO BE SEVEN FIVE ONE SIX NINE
NINE THREE. REQUEST CHECK OF MANXXX NAVAL RECORDS FOR DESIRED
INFO AND SUTEL.

BY -5 | /,.L;r
! HOOD KECORDY, | ‘
! ACK PLS Called Laboratory H‘TDEXE [ :}\ - Cf‘/ ” {é‘ 27 ’ / %/Z‘/
~e o '/' |
| ,qn M/v.._@w_w 7Q tK%; b T e

O’d jw . By Ce L 6@/




STANDARD FORM NO. 64 . ‘

x“js;
{\4}]756‘6 Memorandum + UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

To :'  Director, FBI DATE: April 25, 1947

W‘ROM : S0, Philadelphia

SUBJECT:  UNKNOWN SHRJECT '
ELIZABETHDSHORT, with alias - VICTIN
INFORI‘ATTON CONCERNING

Reference is made to the Bureau's communication to Fhiladelphia of
April 22, 1947.

In response to Los ingeles teletype dated March 2L, 1947, it was
ascertained that the service record of Sergeant FITIR HT’?HECHER, maintained
at the Twenty-eighth Division Instructors Office, Harrisburg, Fa., reflected
he was assigned to Camp .icClellan, Alabama from Fort Robinson, Arkansas on
July 19, 1946. He left Camp licClellan on January 28, 1947 and reported to
the Twenty-eighth Division Headquarters, Harrisburg, Fa., on February 6, 1947.
He is presently assigned at the Senior Instructors Headquarters, 1llth In-
fantry, P. O. Box 18, Washington, Pa. He was assigned to Headguarters, Conmpany
#1, IRTC, while at Camp lMcClellan until January 10, 1947, when he was carried

B on the records as attached until January 28, when he left for Harrisburg.

The only furloughs reported are -

November 27, 1945 to February 25, 1946
lay 13, 1946 to June 2, 1946
July 19, 1946 to August 11, 1946

The information as noted above was brought to the attention of |
the Fittsburgh Office by telefype on March 25, 1947, said teletype incor-

porating the information received by this office in Los Angeles teletype of
Yarch 21, 1947, along with the fact that the Bureau, by teletype of March 24,
1947, had authorized the investigation, as was requested by Los fngeles. The
results of Pittsburgh's investigation are not known to this office.

F1K: AVIL
62-2223

. " e 3 e s
. H - RECORDED, ‘o fw -7
: - &
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ce 1. Merdin
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. : g -5 of the inveatlriion cond
o7 wou parsuent 1o the puquest eondalred In lhe tels t-;r;e m:szxmt‘fm,, t;:n;aggted
Anpeles Divinlon Jdnted Mareh 21, 1947. “ oo

cc Los Angeles
CIM/rh

gy -

Mr, Tolson
- Mre Eo Ae T&L - T

¥ro Jlese boos

¥re Glavin H

¥, Ladd ! TR

ir. NichoXg . RIS / oo 4
- . Rozen — o 13 o : -

)re ITECY. H

Ve, Carad__

Lr. Eran \

\ir, GRrnea - . e ‘ ,

Voo Harbe — A : ‘ '

M. Hendoll '

A, Pernington ' ! ‘
i Mr, Quinn Tar R .-

Tele, Room -

¥r., HNease Fy

Miss Gandy " ot
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riag 12y 1541

e Touds To owgo
252 Nothh Inllerton Averug
Jdabelaly, law Jorsey

Tesr o, Morano:

I bave recelved your latlar of ey 7, 1047 furnisidng
Inforvation relstive %o a Andividual wiom you lelleve mey be
Ldentical with the £Aller of Slixatelh: Shaxt also kvowa s ile
*Elack Lablln®, A= tle Investicabion in Lhle mebter im beln.
goncucted by Gie Jolios lepartnenk sb ios ingeles, Californis,
I 23 Loicing the liberly of referring & acpy of your letter to
“het oroanfzxtion,

Iowr soursezy and Anberest In comunicetiog with thie
Jurene '@ anrenlsbed.

SAngerely youre,

Jolm Tdrar Hoover
Tirector

oo Newark (with copy of incoming). . )

o0 Ios ngeles (with copy of inocEing) - in sdditionsl oopy of
the incoming letter Jrom Yr, Monmoo in furnisted herewith
so thedt you may trananit the same o the Folice Deperiwent,
Lo fngeles, Californis,

: '
. CJH:FE /
| oo e 110 ar g o - -
| ronoon 7. (R RUNTRAHUS A AT ; i
. TOLE - k A p
o Eo AdeTar 1,’ £ Y . ¥ '
. vlog | o PP T Nt
wr oo bl el ‘
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FROM 6. d. MARTIW{
- N

&%m e UNITED+

3

[
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® 4
p

TO : 3t A, ROSEN

SUBJECT: ~ UNKNOWN SHJECT; . e ———
ELTZABETH"SHORT, aka Black Dahlia, VICTTH kroBgan —
T - 0 B/ \ y \/ kr, Karbo — T
IfURDER - INFORMATION GONCERNING e
L
The Los Angeles' Division has requested authorization for sifes Gancs,

investigation to be conducted by the Chicago Division as a matter of
cooperation with the Los Angeles Police Department. The request is to interview
three persons whose names appsared in the personal address book of the victim.

Los Angeles has also requested Chicago to furnish the facts relative
to the mutilation murder of Lucilie-Kietzman by Soccorro-¥illagran, a soldier at
Chanute Field, Illinois, who was questioned by the Sheriff at Urbana, Illinois,
relative to his possible implication in the Elizabeth Short slaying.

OBSERVA:{TON :

On March 21, 1947, ILos Angeles, upon a request of the Los Angeles
Police Department , requested that Philadelphia interview Sergeant Peter A,
Vetcher, husband of Elizabeth Short, and considered a likely suspect. Although
e reconmendation was made that we notconduct such investigation and not enter
into the investigation at this late date, the Director commented "I think we
might well do this,." ‘ \5;;

e

»

¥

%

Y

e i
RECOMVENDATION vy
EEQOILBIDATION o

It is recommended that Chicago be authorized to conduct_the three
interviews. If you concur, thers is attached a teletyps to the Chicago Division,

Attachment

CJM/rh | | M ; é&?.‘a /\72(? 7 - 6/

- * ;:, V" M}lq '27
N B

SRV
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SUBJECT: TUNENCUN SUBJECTS; ELIZABETH SHORT, %3 o —
aka Black Dahlia, VICTIM ke
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rr.
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The Los Angeles Police Department informed the Los Angeles
Division that Sergeant Peter AXVetcher was considered a likely suspect 40
in connection with the murder of the above victim based on two postcards-postmarke
September 21, 1946 to John P. OtNeil, HMedford, Massachusetts, the victim signing one
as Bebty Short Vetcher and the other signed by Peber Vetcher indicated that they H
were married and living in Hollywood. O'Neil was acquainted with the victim when '
she resided in Medford, Massachusetts., Although military records indicated Vebcher
was on duty at Fb. lMcClellan, Alabama during the pertinent period the Los Angeles |
Police Department requested that Vetcher be interviewed for them. :

bl

Bergeant Vetcher was interviewed by the Pibbsburgh Division at which '
time he informed that during 1946 while with the Army he was assigned the duty of
returning deserters and absentees to Fort McClellan, Alabama. While in ILos —
Angeles on Sepbember 20, 1946 he was picked up by the victim while standing on a
street corner after she had commented on cerbain military insignia on his uniform
and asked if he was acquainted with OfNeil who was also in the First Ranger
Battalion., He had a date with the victim and spent the night with her in her hotel
room, spending also part of the day of September 21 with the victim and her roommate
whose name Vetcher could not recall. Accompanying them on this day was Sergeant
Charles Moffett who had accompanied Vetcher to Los Angeles. It was on Sepbember 21
when the discussion of OtNeil came up that the victim stated that she had formerly
gone with him and he was quite jealous of her and to play a joke on O'Neil she
suggested that they both send postcards to him informing O'Weil that she was married

to Vebcher. ﬂ"a
Vetcher says further that after reading in the Birmingham, Alsbaria
papers about the Black Dahlia murder he wrobe a letter to the Los Angeles Police
Department informing them of his meebing with her, fearing that his name might be
found in her address book as she had noted it down when she had promised to
write to him at Fort McClellan. He did not receive a reply from the Los Angeles
Police Department. e
Vetcher added that the vicbim was the type of girl who was very friendly 5"}
and would talk to anyone. She appeared known to the head waiter and numerous
waiters at Tom Bremneman!s Resbtaurant.

Vebcher could furnish no information relative to the possible killer of

Elizabeth Short. R e
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™
Ojﬁce Memomnd%m e UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

AIR MATIL, SPECIAL DELIVERY
TO : SAC, Los Angeles ST DATE: March 27, 1947

.

<

FROM : SAC, Pittsburgh

SUBJECT: UNKNOWN SUBJECTS:
ELIZABETH SEORT, aks Black Dahlis - VICTIM
INFORMATION CONCERNING

Pirst Sergeant PETER .ANTHO@@G@ER, ASN 32183940, Instructions
Officer, 111th Infantry, Post Office Box 18, 'Washington, Pennsylvania, was in-
terviewed by Special Agents EDMUND C, WELTON and JOHN S, AMMARELL at his office
on March 27, 1947. During the interview with Sergeant VETCHER he furnished the
following information regarding his relations with the victim:

7 Sergeant VETCHER stated that he was stationed at Fort McClellan,
Alabama, during the summer of 1946 and was assigned the duty of traveling to all
sections of the United States to pick up.deserters and AWOL soldiers and to re-
turn them to Fort McClellan, Alabama. In accordance with these duties, he was
directed to proceed to Fort McArthur, Californie in September, 1946, accompanied
by FPirst Sergeant CE “L;OFFET?, in order to pick up an AWOL soldier and return
him to Fort McClellan, Sergeant VETCHER and Sergeant MOFFEIT arrived at Fort
McArthur, located at San Pedro, California, on September 19, 1946. Upon their
arrival they requested four dsys leave in order to visit los Angeles, and were
unofficially granted permission to take this leave without going through the
proper Army chennels. Sergeant VETCHER separated from Sergeant MOFFETT on the
morning of September 20, 1946, and proceeded to downtown Los Angeles.

Sergeant VETCHER wandered around the downtown section of Los

Angeles until about 1:45 P. M., when he stopped and stood leaning against the
wall of a store on the corner of what he recalls was 6th and Olive Streets. While
he was idly watching the passers-by, he observed the victim, accompanied by another
young woman, walk by at about 2:00 P, M, After pessing him, the victim turned
around and walked over to Sergeant VETCHER and asked him whe ther he had been in
the First Ranger Battalion, VETCHER at this time was wearing his Army khaki uni-
form with numerous overseas ribbons and with the shoulder badge of the First
Renger Battalion on his right shoulder. VETCHER stated that he told the victim

* that he was a member of the First Ranger -Battalion, whereupon, she inquirsd if he
was acqualinted with ILieutenant JOHN=Q'NEIL. VETCHER advised %;hat he recalled o
Iieutenant JOHN O'NEIL who had begr with him in the Rangers, whereupon the victim
advised him that she and O'XMEIL hgd been childhood sweethearts in their home town
of Medford, Massachusetts., She :’;1'96. advised VETCHER that she hed heard that O'FEIL
had re-enlisted in the Army but did not know where he was stationed at that time,

VETCHER stated tha"‘t after‘ t{fis conversation he inquired of the
victim whether she would give him s date for that evening, The victim agreed and
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SAC, Tos Angeles March 27, 1947

asked him to accompany her to her hotel, VETCHER stated that before going to
the hotel, Miss SHORT introduced him to her girl friend, whose name he is unable
to recell, However, he advised that the victim and this girl roomed together

in the Figueroa Hotel, and he was positive that the room they maintained at the
Figueroa Hotel was definitely registered in the name of the victim's girl friend.
The victim, according to VETCHER, advised him that her name was BETTY SHORT,

VETCHER, the victim, and her girl friend then proceeded to the
Figueroa Hotel, where they sat in the lobby for some time and talked. The vic~
tim then went up to her room to dress end VETCHER and the victim's girl friend
engaged in conversation. During the conversation, VETCHER ascertained from the
victim's girl friend that she was married at one time, hed separated from her
husband, and was then divorced, He also ascertsined that this girl was émployed
as a child's nurse at some establishment in Hollywood or Los Angeles where people
left their children when they went out in the evening, He also stated that the
victim's girl friend advised him that the victim was not working, and that she
planned to bresk up rooming with her because she did not pay any of the expenses.
In addition, this girl friend stated that she lent the victim money from time to
time,

VETLCHER gtated that he inquired of the victim's girl friend to

determine if she knew where he might obtain a hotel room for the night, and she

advised him that it would be extremely difficult to obtain a room, However, she
suggested that since she worked nights at the child's nurse home, and that since
she and the victim had twin beds, he might sleep in her bed if the victim agreed.
VETCHER stated that he then told the victim's girl friend that she should talk
to the victim and have her sgree on this plan. VETCHER stated that the victim's
girl friend then went upstairs to dreéss, and after some time she and the victim
returned to the lobby of the hotel, at which time the victim advised VEBTCHER

that she would show him Los Angeles that night.

VETCHER, the victim, and her girl friend then proceeded to get on
a bus nearby, on which bus VETCHER szt with the victim's girl friend, and at
which time the victim's girl friend told him that the victim had told her that
VETCHER could sleep in their room that night., VETICHER stated that during the bus
Tide the victim sat in a vacant seat next to a Marine and immediately struck up
a conversastion with him, He stated that the victim was the type of girl who was
very friendly and would telk to anyone.
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: The victim's girl friend separated from them, and the victim and
VETCHER then proceeded to the Columbia Broadcasting Station Studios, where they
gaw TONY MARTIN brosdcast. Thereafter they proceeded to Tom Brenneman's.,
VETCHER stated that at the corner of Hollywood and Vine they met First Sergeant
CHARLES MOFFETT, who accompanied them to Tom Brennemen's., Upon arriving at Tom
Brenneman's, they observed that a number of people were waiting in line for a
table, but as soon as they entered the door, the head waiter came over to the
victim and escorted her, along with VETCEER and MOFFEIT, to a nearby table,
VETCHER stated that during the time they were at Tom Brenneman's, he observed
that the victim appeared to be well known to all of the walters there.

VETCHER relsted that while they dined at Tom Brenmneman's, the vic-
tim's conversation returned to ILieutenant JOHN O'N&IL and she again related that
he had been quite jealous of her when they were young end had tod her not to
have any boy friends. VETCHER stated that the victim related this in a laughing,
matter-of-fact mamner and thought that it was quite a2 joke. The victim advised

VETCHER that she had seen Iieutenant O'NEIT upon his return from the Army, butb
had not seen him for several months, VETCHER stated that he advised the victim

that he had only known O'NEIL under combat conditions and, therefore, did not
know him very well, VETCHER also stated that the victim was very well dressed
and canght the attention of many of the guests at Tom Brenneman's. He stated
that he caught snatches of conversations of people seated in the immediate vicin-
ity and heard some of them suggest that she must be a professional actress em-
ployed by RED or some other studio, VETCHER advised that they departed from Tom
Brenneman's establishment at approximately 12:20 A. M., September 21, 1946, at
vhich time Sergeant MOFFETT geparated from them,

VETCHER ssid that they rode a trolley to return to the hotel and
had to walk about five blocks from the point where they left the trolley, and
while they were walking back to the hotel, a black car drove up beside them and
stopped, VETCHER stated that there were five men seated in the car who appeared
to be dark complexioned end possibly were Mexicans, three of whom jumped out of
the rear of the car and yelled, "There she is." VETCHER stated that he suggested
to the vietim that he beat these individuals up, but she to0ld him the best thing
to do would be to run. Accordingly, he stated, they ran and escaped from these
individuals, who apparently were unknown to the victim, '
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Upon arriving at a point approximately one block from the hotel,
the victim to0ld VETCHER to wait outside for about twenty minutes while she pro-
ceeded to her room alone since the hotel regulations were rather strict, VETCHER
stated that he then waited for twenty~five minutes before entering the hotel
and then immediately proceeded to her room., VETCHER was unable to recall the
floor or the room number of the victim's room. He stated that upon knocking on
the door, the victim immediately opened the door and he observed her dressed in
a flimsy negligee.

VETCHER then proceeded to take a shower and then got into the
victim's girl friend's bed., VETCHER stated that after lying in bed for a few
minutes he advised the victim that he was unable to sleep, and she stated that
she also was unsble to sleep. VETCHER then suggested to the victim that he kiss
her goodnight, et which time he proceeded to get into bed with her, VETCHER re-
lated that immediately thereafter he proceeded to make love to the victim and
was successful in having relations with her, He stated that he had relations with
the victim numerous times during the night. VETCHER sald that at no time was the
victim in a passiorate mood, which led him to suggest the possibility that she was
a Desbian, In order to corroborate this statement by VETCHER, he pointed out
that during his conversations with the vietim, she related to him that she at one
time frequently visited a wealthy woman who resides either in Hollywood or Los
Angeles, and that this woman had made improper advances towards her, which she
resigted,

The following morning, the victim's girl friend returned to the
hotel room, and at this time arrangements were made to have VETCHER obtain a date
for the victim's girl friend with his friend, Sergeant MOFFEIT, It was agreed
that they would meet at 2:00 or 3:00 that afternoon at the corner drugstore
located directly across the street from the Figueros Hotel.

Sergesnt VETCHER and Sergeant MOFFETT were met by the victim and
her girl friend at the aforementioned drugstore at about 2:00 or 3:00 P. M, on
the afternoon of September 21, 1946, at which time they proceeded to have a coke
in this drugstore. VETCHER stated that as they were leaving the drugstore, the
victim suggested to him that each of them write a postcard to Lieutenant O'MEIL
and advise him that they were happily married and living in Hollywood. EHe said
that the victim suggested that this would De an ‘excellent way to make ILieutenant
O!'NEIL jealous, and they both considered it a huge joke at the time, VEICHER

e
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related that accordingly, he purchased some postcards and stamps at the drug-
store, and that they then procesded to write the postcards and to address them
to Lieutenant O'NEIL's home sddress in Medford, Massachusetts, and mailed them
at the mail box located near the drugstore,

VETCHER and MOFFETT, accompanied by the victim and her girl
friend, then proceeded to & smsll beer garden, located within a short distance
of the hotel, where all of them proceeded to get drunk., VETCHER stated that
both he and Sergeant MOFFETT suggested to the girls that all of them return %o
the hotel, but both girls stated that they had dates with other men for that
night. The victim indicated that her date was with a man having a car, who
planned to teke her someplace that night, VETCHER stated that he could not re-
call the name of this individual although the victim mentioned it during the con-
versation, VETCHER stated that after it becamé apparent that he would not have
another date with the victim, he told her that he wanted to correspond with her
and wented to see her again sometime. Accordingly, he furnished his address at
Fort McClellan, Alabama, which address was noted down in a smsll notebook by the
victim's girl friend,

VETCHER said that he and Sergeant McCLELLAN separated from the
victim and her girl friend at about 7:00 P. M. on September 21, 1946, when both
girls proceeded to the Pigueroa Hotel, VETCHER stated that as the girls entered
the hotel, he observed the victim in a heated conversation with a short, chunky,
well~dressed man who appeared to be 40 or 45 years of age. VEICHER advised that
he had not seen the victim since that time, and had never had amny correspondence
with her,

VETCHER claimed that after reading in the Birmingham, Alabama
newspapers that the victim had been murdered, he wroie a letter to the Los Angeles
Police Department advising them of his meeting with the victim., VETCHER stated
that he feared that his name might be found in the little black book of the vie-
tim's girl friend, and, accordingly, contacted the Los Angeles Police Department
as soon as possible. VETCHER advised that he had never received a reply to his
letter.
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VETICHER stated that during his various conversations with the
victim, she never expressed fear of snyone, but she did mention that Los Angeles
was a tough city snd that it was dangerous for a girl to be alone on the streets
at night. She t0ld him that she was afraid to be alone on the streets at night,
and while they were reading a newspaper in the lobby of the Figueroa Hotel, she
pointed out to him an article which featured a resume of the number of murders
and repes which had occurred in Los Angeles over a short period of time. In
sddition, VETCHER stated that the victim told him that she was going with a man
whom she did not like very much, but she stated that she did not want to hurt
his feelings by stopping to go with him, VETCHER advised that he did not know
the name of this man, It may be noted that VETICHER vigorously denied that he

had ever been married to the victim,

VETCHER furnished the following description of the vietim's girl

friend:
Race White ' .
Age Approximately 21 or 22
Height 5' 2% or 5' 3
Weight 120 1bs.,
Complexion Light
Hair Brunette
Byes He observed that she appeared

to have trouble with her eyes
and noted that they were red
most of the time. She indi-
cated that she wore glasses at
times. '

VETCHER stated that he and MOFFEIT departed from Los Angeles, as
well as he could recall, on September 22, 1946 to return to Fort McClellan, Ala-
bama, He denied that he was in Los Angeles from January 9 to Jamuary 15, 1947,
and. stated that the records at Fort McClellan, Alabama would positively establish
his whereabouts during that period as having been at Fort McClellan, Alabama,

\
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Marita) Status

March 27, 1947

Married SOPHIE MODLA at
Plains, Pa, in 1937, resided
with her 4 months and obtained
divorce in 1938; presently
unmarried.
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tlay 20, 1947,

252 liorth Fullerton Ave

liontclair L.d.

lonorable Llbert Vi. Havwkes
Sanate Office Building
Tashington O, O.

Iy Dear Senator Hawlies,

I have recieved your letber and menator Fnowland I thank you
very much.,

T am enclosing a lebter which I have from the Federal Bureau
of investigation John Edgar hoover ihich I wrote Edgar hoover
which I suspect the Killer The Black dalhia that this supect
swindle #75 dollars of me Uhich he promised he would put me
in motion picture And make me famous he also book my social
Security Humber and !iy name Kindly write a letter to HZdgar
hoover if they have picked up this supect 5 feet 4 black hair
black mustache dark brown eyes weigh 145 pounds is a key Im
sending you which the suspect gave me at the time I was in
California,

You could forward this key to edzar hoover.

rlease send the letter back to me which John IZdgar Hoover
jirote to me. I have lost my dischage button.

Gould I git anotner one.
tindly Reply Soon
With I%ind Regards

I remain

Iouis T. Lonoco

wEAGT GOFY
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llay 23, 1947,
252 North Fullerton Ave.

YHonteclair, N, Jde

Jolm &dgar Hoover
inited States Department of Justice

758,

~ashington, L. C.
My dear kdgar Hoover,

I have receipt your letter I'ay 13, 1947, wiich you stated re-
ferring a copy of my letter rolice Departmant los fnzelss fali-
fornia. 1 am forwarding you a key wiich I suspset The Killer
Flizabeth Short the blacl dahlia. Tnis suspect gave me this key
%o git a room bo~-gether And swindle 75 dollars in cash of me.
which he promised me to put me in motion picture and make me
farous this suspect claimed he was an Exbra to act in motion pic-
ture R.X.0. Studio Is first name is Vicent last nawe De I cant
not remember his last names I wish you senb someone to see me

I will explain things btetter. Is a letter wiich I wrote to
Honorabls .lbert W. Hawkes I hope I could te helpful to you in
anyway.

ay I hear from you real soon
with Eind Regards
I remain

Iouis T. lonoco




June L, 1947

¥r. Iouis T. Honoco
252 North Fullerton Avenue
priontelair, New Jersey

EBOORD
50

4 Dear Mr. ¥onoco:

' Your letter of May 23, 1947, hss been received and the contents
thereof carefully noted.

Ty

Inasmuch &s the murder of Clizabeth Short in Los Angeles,
California, is & matier not within the jurisdiciion of this Bureau,
I am taking the liberty of forwarding a copy of your commmication
%o the Los Angeles Police Department for information and consideration.
A copy of your letter to the Honorable Albert W. Hawkes, Senaie
0ffice Building, Washington, D. C., is also being furnished to the
los Angeles Police Department. The key, which you transmitted with
your referenced letter, is being returned herewith.

It is suggested that in the event you have sny additional
information which you think may bave some bearing on the murder of
Elizabeth Short that you communicate directly with the Chief of Police,
1os Angeles, California. However, I wanit you to feel free to com~
municate with me st any time you have any information which, in your
opinion, concerns the functions of this Bureau.

Sincerely yours,

John Edgar Hoover
Director

Encléij e
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P \ LLieA%Tif SGORT, wa Black Dahlia, Victimg
o L FORVETLON CORCIRRING

There are transmitted herewith thrae copiss each of ixo scli-explanatory
comrunications prepered by fouls T. onoco, 252 Norih Fullerion Avenue, ¥ontclair,
New Jirsey, under the dates of May 23 and ¥ay 20, 1947, respectively. In this
connection reference is made to Sulet of ¥ey 13, 1947, transmitiing to your di-
vision a copy of a prior communication received by the Bureau from ¥r. ¥onoco for
tranemittal to the Los Angeles, Californis Police Department. It is desired that
one copy each of the atituched letters prepared by Wr. Monoco be delivered to the
Ios inceles Police Deparitmént for their information.

The Buresu will not interview Mr. Vonoco in the absence of a specific
réquest from the Los Angeles Police Lepartment. For your information, the key
referred to by lr. Honoco is being returned to him direct.
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E. A. Tam .
@5?@13;:&519&. Within 56 minules an identification was esteblished
« Nichols
«» Rosen

| BN e fingerprint cards previously on file bearing ihe nane
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June 23, 1247 -

Tale 749680  SOWD=PHOTO TRANSUISSION OF FINGRRPRIV IS
LZADS PO IDETIITY O SLIZADLIY JT0RT

During Joenucry, 1947, the police in o Southern
Califernic cliy were not only confrented with the problen of
aolving nad butcher murders of women, but in ke Jirst insiance
ere meny times uneble to determine the icentity of the victinse

Fhen the boly of a peung woman, severed at he a3 %37
and nutileted In other wayps, vas found in o vecant lot in Southe
weaterr Lvs dngeles on the morning of Jonurryp 15, 1047, they
were again confronted with this problem. It anpearegd 2he hod
been dend albout ten hours e¢nd the body kad been placved in Jull
view only o fow foet from she sidevalk.

The authoriticg vere prectically vt o signdstill in
their investigotion until the deceased victim conld be %den-ﬁifieda

The fingerprinis of the body werc token by the nolicey
who then suz:gh'{-me copperation of the Ios dnneles Toeminer nauge

raper o trarsnit the fingerprinis by wire phote o the BT

. Identification Divigion in fushington, Do Ox Eliciting the aid

of the International XNews Service, the newspaper transnitted
the printe to itz Joghington Leadguariers. At 1l G.nie on

Janugry I6 the pilctureg were re:cgiz?ed by the Identificotion

tnaboth JThorse “LS URE

@\N ? 57
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Despite the jaed that two of the tmpressions were Lt
nigaing eindirely and Cthree othurs were bedly dlurred, ITBI
JSirgerprint iechnicians were chle o make an tdentification by
Searching all possible fingerprint conbinations. At this time
“here verce approximately l0¢,000,000 fingerprint porda on file.

e of ihe Jincerprini cards submitted and identified
a8 thet o) Llizabeih Short indicated that Xisg Short wGs Gh ap=
plicony for o ppsiticn ag a clerk in the Post Lzchange of ibmp
Cook, mlijlornic, on Jonuery 30y 1943« 1 Ke other set wgg sSube
mitied by ihe fante Barbars, Culifornia, Police Depariment ree
Jiveting her arrest on Jeplinber 03, 1043, on charges of violating
Juvenile court lausg, ajfver uhich she was released o ihe probation
Ceparimer e

Jhe auccesssul uase of geicenvifie comnunications
equipnent in tiis case uas relerred Lo by She pircotor of dhe BT
ag Sollowse: "ihe aciion o) the Loa 4ngeles = niner in trangnitting
to the FBI the fingerpriniz of the uziidenitified murder viciinm is
on excellent illusiration of the cooveration i;j‘ the press with law
enforcenent, and il is auch ceooperation that aids law enforcenent
in curbing the incregse in cring.’

ke FBI waag net only able to advise ag to the Shord
girlta ideuidificaiion but, in addition, was able %o furnish
copites of her piciure and a record of her past employment to the
suthoritics cnd others itntercated,

The succesaful ideniification of Elirabeth Chord

proapied the Log Angeles aulhnriticy on Merch 11, 1047, o again




| ®

¢

trangmit fingerprints via the photo-wire gervice process to s
the FBI. From an indigtinet sei o' ten prints, Zuwo o which
def'ied efforts to classify, an identification wag effeoted
within 25 minutes ufiar receipt. Ihe unknown murder victin

wag ideriified ag lue Lorene Preaton and Los Angelce cuthorities
were rokified of ihe identificetion the some nighs.

The womon had been fingerprinied as an applicent on

o different pocasionss
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TO

<
»

Mr. Tracy DATE: 6/3/47 J ]

2 FROM  : L. B. .N'l:ChOlS AN
' N
) SUBJECT: Interesting Identification 1590
hs
AN

Attached for approval is an Interesting
‘\ Identification prepared in the (Crime Records Section.
Vi Upon approvael it is suggested this be returned to

. Crime Records for further handling.

| i

o~

} Y Attachment . \%‘X\/{‘/
t\‘tﬂ-\‘ ’ f' \f;%‘ . / (,
\\\\ ! :,Z’ ] nj' %é’ ‘)}
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- FEDERML EUSERY OF UVETi SATIO” - l
‘- U, S, DIPARTUERT Uk JMGTIER

GOLINIRATIL SEOTIT

6P 10 1907 : &( i

TEL' ? Y‘UTEL\X 20t

M,,/Q,M_,
WASH 4 FROM LOSA 16 3-50 PM Lhrre

IRECTOR URGENT

ELIZABEZ;/§§9RT, AKA BLACK DAHLIA. INFO. CONCERNING. W!LL:AM
MATTHEW/STEEL, WA DELBERT GU?‘SJEELE, NSN FIVE Six ELGHT ONE

FOUR TWO ONE PRESENTLY IN CUSTODY RIVERSIDE pD ON CHARGE OF BUR-

GLARY. SUSPECT STILL IN SERVICE Oﬁ;yﬁ%&ﬁND co §,1DER%Z})¢B\}L/%?

AUTHORITIES AS LIKELY suspsqﬁ,tmza%i%ggnsR. i@stﬁﬁ'?é’ﬁ%béﬁrAl
THROUGH SUSPECT SERV|CE REcog%“ﬁ%% WHESE%%gurgmoNFPgRTrNENT'

PERIOD OF JANUARY NINE THROUGH £ IFTEEN, Rokry éEVEN:“éXPEDlTE
ANSWER AS MATTER oF COOPERATION TO LOCAL AUTHORITIES,

&2 ~
0 e w ierpon e CEL

L/ 58




FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION CC-150

UN@D STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE , )
A
...... )
Td: COMMUNICATIONS SECTION. Septenber 15, 1947
Transmit the following message to: GEI-‘!S TREAET
R S e 200 4
i BETEIL SEPTENSER SIZMEEN IAST ELIZABETH SHORY, AXA BLACK DANLIA, INFORMATION

/. [, CONCERNING. WILLLX MATTERY STEELE, NSX FIVE SIX RIGET DASH ONE JOBR DASK
TWO ONE, TRANSYEREED JAWUARY SEVEN LAST FROM NAYAL TRAINING CENYER, SAN
DIRGO 7O NAVAL BOSPITAL, SAN DIB60, ARRIVING SANE DAY. TEANSFERRED BACK 70
¥AVAL TRAINING CENTEE, SAN DIRGO, FANUARY TWENTT-TNC IAST. EECEIVED TREATKENT
FATAL EOSPITAL, SA¥ DIRCO, YOR DRVIATION NASAL SEPPUM, WAVAL HOSPITAL WILDL
EAVE EECORD SROWING IF SWBJECY CONPINED 70 BASE IURING PERIOD FROM JANUARY
SE¥EK 10 TWENPI-%70 IAST, BURRAU INDICRS REFLACT SUBJECT ¥O JONGER DESKRTRR
FROK FAVY, RETURNED 70 NILITARY CONTROL AUGUST TWANTI-EIGHT TAST AT 108

PN
Sy
-
N
HOOVIR % 1ErE
CiPsem
"
_ o
e
COPIES DESTROYED SN
2
332  NOV1S 1964 2
o - 2 LN -
} LT , Euh’: AT ,,v E—x T K 13 - €§t&, /‘.._‘.,l_._.., _,-_:.—r
i Uosy PATENT o : ’ o )
¥r. Tolson T winn ey Nery e vyt o a -
Ve Glegs — ‘\ THBATIL s 5'.*;!56‘4'1 ! -
Lr. Glavin i )
. Ladd ; |
o T - —— €02 b £y v s
o 5}&32; R } o ’3?!"' 4 ' )
[ LE!' carson ! /
¥roEgan — T " !
., lr, gurnea . I
. 1}:-. Harbo L e B R (T ] L)’ \ J
QY T m— LU ¢ |
r. Quinn Tamm
Tele. Reom
Fiao Des 7
Miss Gandy . ' / / ! B
. I 4 i‘J
: / Y RV (i
SENT VIA M Per —=

&




t TEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTI ATION
Lt i U, S, DEPARTMENT OF IMSTICE
- SN UGIBATIGH Y SECTIUN

oct Atea
S
TELEMETER

WASH FROM LOSA A 3 1 4-33 P

/91'R’éCT0R URGENT
@

ELIZABETH SREEi*%R‘SHORT AKA BLACK DAHLIA, MURDERED™LVA. TRt
MMM
FIFTEEN, LAST. LT. STEPHE OLAK - ASN NAUGHT DASH EIGHT TWwO
; FIVE THREE FIVE NINE, FORMERLY ASSIGNED BFFXR FIVE FIVE SiX ABAFXX

AAF AND TRANSFERRED IN SEPT,, NINETEEN FORTYSIX TO BIGGS FIELD, EL

PASO. WOLAK KNOWN TO HAVE CARRIED ON SEVERAL TELEPHONIC CONVER=-
SATIONS WITH VICTIM WHILE HE AS®X WAS STATIONED IN EL PASO.

LOCAL AUTHORITIES DESIRE TO A& ASCERTALN WHETHER WOLAK PRESENTLY
IN SERVICE-AND_IF S0 WHERE LOCATED SO THAT HE MAY BE INTERVIEWED,

ADVISE AS MATTER OF COOPERATION WITH LOCAL AUTHORITIES., 35:
/ . / ’ / ) /
HOOD s o Rmoounmng - W
SIS REvEZ Y. ] ' .T \\/ ,_; ;
— . . Y\{ A e
ACK PLS /v‘_ / ;d’?i‘i ﬂ WQ ? e DE}CF‘D k*‘ ] ‘:;T {;4 “L:”L'.l "' A

{ ., .
VL L . @, 7 _ W v | )




S

’FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATIO& . CC-150 ;.

ITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUST

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION. )
STIRTEIE 3, 1947 77"

Wiathte

Transmit the following message 10: o o
' : £7QP 8h0, 108 ALBILT WA A
e - ST RTRAYR LD ALVISSS
RDED’T‘I" T LI03 . OBy SLIZY RN OO0k, REA TACK cAl 1T, VAR LEPARK SN ALVIZS
Aol B F et -~ - Sria
¥ OPHS ¥ AT DIGGES TiC [ A
JLAK ROEISTED AR AGRIVE GUTY JALUARY THA ., IASY A LIGES TIUID, ulk FADD
0 N s SR
GRS, AS CAPI I, AIR GORPS. X7, ADif 33 SORTY-0IX IEeTAST AVEIUS,
23 ..}, s ) b wh e -

To:

- =% PR L T Yy
TEOCL AR, Nl YCRK.

HIVCR

\ SUNSOIT e s

f s
. s 7 - - - .
v f ,./ - ) - P
- - -t / Jé..— ,j . ‘\ ”’ < - —
/’,/’ = i 7 » 'l”’ 4 s - “ ,r_)t; /"
’ T . A
‘ ,»,' - ?
1«
¢
_}_'
- W“‘Q%a DR N 3
D‘ X =
s
- o
~
Y

COPIES DESTROYED .
832  NOV1S 194 I - (,

3 :
e

FEDERAL DUDEAY OF INVESTISATION
U, & PEPARTNENT 6% MGTICE

CORIIUNICATICH SECTIBN ) \k%}::, O/
0cr s 7 Sy

TELEMLTER

- . ‘.r/t:.y‘ “,‘(‘/v o _ M - .
SENT VIA d




15078

N
[ATAY W‘Vﬁ ’l { I A %
ll&l.ﬂ'.a-alh L \\J »‘-W:; A 1 411’ ,} / .

UXWASH 1 FROM LOS ANGELES 15 10-16 AM

*\’ 2 'ﬁ';‘:“‘:. B
BIRECTOR RGENT : {/ 17 .
) :

C
ELIZABETH SHORT, VICTIM, AKA BLACK DAHLIA, MURDER. MARK—HAN%é’~“’m““

WA. MARK, HAHSON, FIFTY TWO YRS, BORN DENMARK, FIVE FT. NINE, ONE

\
SEVENTY gTv*‘&Eflé LT. BROWN HAIR, BLUE EYES, OCCUPATION THEATER
BUSINESS, HANSEN CONSIDERED LIKELY SUSPECT IN INSTANT MURDER.

As MATTER OF \COOPERATION LOCAL PD REQUEST CHECK OF FILES FOR
CRIMINAL RECORD OR INFO CONCERNING INQT%NT SUSPECT. SUTEL.

-

-

oo | ”&@ ::,,”A M/f’r‘—— g 9l ‘/... [40
ACK PLS é%% E
lk Z 1R 18 vty
Called Ident. ' |
M D @A/'i-‘uu‘,ww(}(i ?V*"y‘, ‘»}'«

Py @%&:— e

}

v L

L




U
10)1.3 Ry
Transmlt the following message to:%.\i
T, S '®) LoC ALSELES

EF??%F?FFFFFFF
4

Tele. Room

TB=JEG n)

ﬁmﬁi 32 NOV 18 1vod

m—— PrvalAL DUO2AN OF Mies TTiakT0N

e RER TR L
S CoLEHIRN - V361

¥iMAR24Io48  C T o Xo
C

" FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGAZEON CC-1560
' UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF ICE

To: COMMUNICATIONS SECTION.ATCH 104 1028

ELTZARETH SHORT, VICTIy AM(A SLACK DLHLIAs 'WIDER. TEUDTEL

TARCH UIVTEENTH LAST.  CUSPECT AR UALSET ' AY2SE LD TICAL ”ﬁiK

Ve CIAISENs FBI TULEC FIVE THARLL SCYEN Tio DAURHT UALTITe T =
CERPUINTED APRIL THIRTYEIGHT, APPLICALT ALCONOLIC BEVCLALE
LICCUSE, Y STATE BOARD OF ECUALLZATION, LOS ALCELES, LULVSER
TL0TL0 FIVE NEGE S1Xe  ALSO FLICICPRINTED OY SUERIFF LOS AGLELES,

APPLICAIT SPECIAL LoPUTY SIEUIFF €O e JULE FORTYTOREEs DECCLIRLD
, i
THEN = JORM LENTARY JULY TURJTYFIFTH CIGHTEEN SETYT LD FIVE N

GEVES ALl HALF, GLE SIXTYFIVE POULDS, OLO.00 HALH, cLUE EYES, T
REGIDEUCE GIX UAUGHT TU.0 OLE HOLLY.OOD 5LVDe TiIS SUDJECT 408
CUMILAL RECOTD ILE!Te DIVe FILES. COUFIRTIIA.

HOOVER
TELETWPE~-~U R G E LT

COPIES DESTROYED

- U TIPANTTRNT O

.\\ AT R
3 LI,

o o - _‘\‘}&.4 diwils . /

SENT VIA___. LM Per




IEITY OF LOs ANGELES" N

CALIFORNIA

OFFICE OF THE
CHIEF OF POLICE

C, B, HORRALL

DEPARTMENT OF
POLICE
CITY HALL
LOS ANGELES 12
MICHIGAN 5211

IN REPLYING PLEASE GIVE

= ’ OUR REFERENCE
FLETCHER BOWRON 5.5
\j‘\) MAYOR
January 10, 1949. C 214 222
. C ‘ v
’_//.‘,,-pi‘h‘:.’!’l .)}’)u’.’% .

John Edgar Hoover, Director,
Federal Bureau of Investigation,
United States Department of Justice,

Washington, D. C.
Attention: Identification Division. =,
Dear Sir: K~
.
We hereby request your Abstract, T-2, e
indicating record of LESLIE DUAMMEYDILLON o
described as being m8T€, caucasian, Ted-brown 4 5§(
hair which appears to be dyed, blue eyes, 2 X
\ 5t11" to 6' in height, 145 pounds (states . rr
- he has weighed up to 160 pounds, 27 years of R
age, in 1948, A copy of his fingerprints are m; ¥
enclosed. Z 0
o)
Request immediate reply by alrmall, special o
delivery, as subject is a suspect :Ln an important o
murder case. 5
8
Thank you for your cooperation. 2 2
2 & =
Yours very truly, . % =
i
C. B. HORRALL, 2 %
CHIEF OF POLICE. 3 (9

enC- ' &wa& QJ\W\M@N

EDWARD WALKER, CAPTAIN,
COMMANDING, RECORDS &
IDLNTIFIZTION DIVISION.

/- 42627/

@ =4 m: 14194
@@%\%& satsl

q\f)ﬁ Lo—-F2L27

EW:MB
Encl,
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/(NDARD FORM NO B4
S ——

~ - Ofﬁce Mem0m-ndz¢m » UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Py, :
TO : 1R, H. B. FLETGM DATE: 1=-11-49

FROM J. E. MILNES

i
€
g

Time of Call: 10:55 p.m.
SUBJECT: UNKNOT SUBJECT;

1~-10-49
BLACK DAHLIA ITURDER CASE A;}’

ANy

sr.,
ur.
M.
ur.
,T ks
Los Angeles, California M Mohr
MISCELLANEOUS - INFORMATION GONCERNING :uﬁl S&?mn%amg:
M. !.leaggm:
George J. Mannina of the Hearst Newspapers called. He said Niss Gasay

Miss Gandy _—______

that the police had located a suspecE in the above case by the name of jm
JackXSand, with aliases Leslie Dwan {Lllon and J. S5Dillon. He stater

that the organization was supposed to gebt a set of the suspectls fingerp

. - { .
J y !a_ 4&,"7»{.4
in Los fAngeles and send them to Los Angeles by wirephoto, whereupon he wou %
deliver them to the FBI for searching. He said that he hadn't received the
prints as yet and it didn't appear that he was going to get them. I explained

to him that we would make such searches only for recognized police agencies,
He said that he understood that.,

ACTTION:

None. This is being prepared in order that the Identification
Division may be alert for such prints if and when they are received.

JEM: cmwr

|- d-4F-3:30 1 '
i M L 2T A 7278¥
6? N I'Mt-;?h " dg»;/é_& ([*WW ¢ v{AJf{,g,W s Ty f

(/‘/‘L ; éfwrf Lw '52{ /ff' 55«':’3 ¢ Gt ‘4"":“7{ ;{{i M é_i,ﬁ«r?"
A A y

» s g b N ! s . \ __:A,' .
C/M) -v‘-“f'(; M ‘/A e ;?‘(/‘w":;}&"' I R 2 e

: .. -
M M &ﬂ: e A %Z'/E’?‘.’A o~ g
” P 2] @ 4
g 7

“ o n
L5 e L v

. 3 ~F /t"’xe —
1»&)//'»4 C}g-,!::?ig W#Mﬂt—w,ﬁ-{ AN

RECORDED-12 !~ Ju./ fo

R,
e sm—t m:—:-e‘ - -

s

‘ NDEXFD - 102 i
COPIES DESTROYED e
833  NOV18 1964 L




74734 5)/
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

Date recorded: 1-19-49 10:00 AM
Single Fingerprint Report
Case: pg: BILACK DAHLIA Number:¢o_82627-61

ELIZABETH SHORT
MURDER

Specimens: The fingerprints of suspect LESLIE DUANE DILLON, submitted for
comparison with the latents previously submitted in connection
with the above-entitled case.

Examination requested by: ¢, B. Horrall, Chief of Police, Los Angeles, Calif,
Att: Captain Edward Walker, Records and Identification

Date received:1-18-49 rmd Division

Date of reference communication: 1-10-49

Examination requested: Fingerprint

Result of examination: Examination by: Ground
AMSD

Bvidence Noted by:

?/ﬁ ﬁ e _teilismtuak  comdfaned
AT il GO 1[04 7

Dochofoic 7= /%/5

< 1 FER L 1D fﬂ;

i r [/
gt WA Y R

SFP-27




danuary 14, 1949 AIR MATL S°ECIAL DELILVERY

. ,/(’4_
r
s R //:/

ir. Ga B. Horrall
Chief of Policé S
Los Angeles, California

Abtention: Captain Fdward walker
Records and Identification
Division

k3 CH ASK DARLIA
ELIZABRTENSIORT
JURDER

'y dear Chief:

Eeference is made to your letter, of January 10, 1948 submit-
ting a set of fingerprints of Leslic Duaz;g?ﬁillon, a possible suspect
in connection with the above-entitled case, your rerérence #G 214 222.

You are advised that a search of the fingerprints submitted
through the Bureau's main fingerprint files, has disclosed a prior
fingerprint record for this individual as +'FBI 4927549, a transcript
of which is enclcsed. .

Assuring you of my desire to be of assistance in these ratters,

" + 412
Sincerely yours, -
John Edgar Hoover - :
-G Director = \} D) (f‘~ ,7 Za‘;
T l (Lt : B 07 s
Encloginre e L, E B 1
AG3203 peroe ey - L
s febr i) - U 9 .
6262627 ' 71 JAN25 . oL

R laddd
=
3
=
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(Date)

WXWM ?MAXW

(Address)

Jhunto smvar or mvandins aommpideds s C.,&W@.q%a Bl
M Hhar Avmndiner o MMW :]/{M/MMWWM
MW#MWW WMWWW/ ”) %
Londhon yonroodlarr ™ HMWN,WWM Pl flen
L amvrtl T Ther it v s T
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= ol “,ARu FORM No,ezt,\ R /T

S
Oﬁice Memw%d%m . UNITED STA’ES GOVERNMENT

: D:Lrec'bor, Federal Bureau of Investigation DATE: May 26, 1950
: /
@?‘ /\‘% : James M. McInerney, Assistant Attorney General . JMM:JFBimlm
4 | Criminal Division
]

SUBJECT: Unknown subject

We are transmitting herewith for whatever action you S - /

deem appropriate a letter from an immate of the Federal Correc—

tional Institution, Danbury, Connecticut. This letter was sent

through the prisoner!s mail box and transmitted to the Criminal

Division by the Burpau of Prisons. The writer alleges that the
perpetrator of the“"Black Dahlia" murder is presently an immate

of the Federal Institubion at Danbury, Connecticut, and states

that he can be identified by certain tattoo marks and that the

alleged murderer is a Puerto Rican nam‘??k&‘redy.

Encl,No. 69827 /

;/L g RECORDED - 96 () 2~ é/ s (o%
& INDEXED - 96

L R 5/0 . ,

§ /?’ ‘ : '\é, =

Wﬂ/w X8l /,//7///
/
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N? 69827

FROM

Aepariment of Justice
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S4C, Les Angeles June 8, 1950
Dtrector, FAI c
» | ;fb\“ /0___/

UNEFOVY SUMNTECT}
ELI&A 4:? YIl)B?’ “A ”QMCP !L‘HHAR
FICTTM, MURDER, LOS ARGELIS, CALIFORMIA
JANTLBY 15, 1947

UTSCDLLANEDUS w IXFORUATICH CONCERFTNG
RESEARCE

/I_...—

RECOR[EI,) -9 . Y, % ‘
ﬁncland h a oopy of o memorondum dated May 26, 1950,

gn Departnent together with o copy of an enclosed .latter datad
A8, 1950 Jron an anonymous prisoner Jurntahes tnfornation
aﬁtng to tha above=papts oned caae.

4z o matter of police cooperction, $12 {8 requested that
the ocontents of the letter from the untdcntfﬂed prisoner be ~ade
ovai ladble to appropriats lecal loaw enforcement cuthorities tn Les

Anpeles.

Y
-
Bnolos ' . A
¢o = Hew Haven, with oepy of memorandums and cng_snd letter. .
ARA :va
NOTE: See 62-82627 —
n o '
"““LE / ,'.*/
ur ; y; t{?
'Wl ,0 qrIs o | RV S

Rosen___ W

Tracy

£ RS >
LI FIY .4 ,"“GJ 9"5’@ 3 o7
o N ﬁ S
chols !r'! . o N )
%)6) ’ ¢ ;.- Ry © ' r})
w ..- } e ¥




.
STANDARD FORM NO. 64 . .

14

-

Oﬁife Memomnd%m UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

..

TO : DIFECTOR, FRI DATE: February 26, 1952

SAC, LOZ ANGLLiS (62-2928)

SUBJECT:  UNKIO.N SUBJECT; () =
ELIZARETH-SHCRT, aka "Black Dahlia," - VICTIM / T
Murder, Los Angeles, California, ¥
January 15, 1947 o ‘7 '
POLIGE CCOFERATION ot i

A

The Los Angeles Police Departmeng continues its investigation into
the unsolved murder of ELIZARETH SHEORT. On Tebruary 25, 1952, Lieutenant
KAPL IEE, Fomicide Division, Los fngeles Police Department, called attention
to the article entitled, "The !‘aster Impostor: Ln Incredible Tele," writien
under the by-line of JOE MG CAKTHY, which vas published in the January 26,
1952, issue of "Lifet ‘Iag)a%:’me | Dage 79, This article hﬁes the
actlv:Lty of F“I.DT?TAI% M) %, dR., W2se. Dr. Joseph C. Lobert-lLe-

en Cocvl ReoNJamarn, wr;}\ ha pooed as a surgeon and th ad entered the
! Mirgeon—lieutenant, anu had allegedly perforied numerous
surgicai opel atlons' ith the Koreen area, although he has had no formal mecuical
education, anc wss en impostor using the credentials of Ir. CYk, of Grand
Falls, New Rrunswick, Canada,

Tae article mentions that DEMARA's home is on State Street, Lavrence,
Massachusetts, the residence of his parents. ke is sbout 30 years of age.
The magazine account of DEM!FEA's activities contains an admission by him
that he had heen arrested by FBI agents in or near Qlympia, V:ashington, as
a deserter from +he T, ¢, Yavy, dates not ;,iven, possibly while he was employed
23 an instructor of psychology at St. Martin's College, Lacey, Washington.
lie was then shipped, according to the story, to the U. S. Disciplinary savracks
in Sen Pedro, California, during which time it was alleged that the U. S. Lrmy
fcaught uvp with him" snc discharged him as a deserter from that military service.
He allegedly concducted his own defense at the Navy court-mertial, yet was
unsuccessful eno spent 18 months in the disciplinary barracks. Upon his
release it was alleged that he then returned to the residence of his parents €4° 2
in Lawrence, !'assachusettse BB ey s S Ci

The magazine story states that DEIAR! served as an orderly at a
sanatarium of the Rrothers of St. John of God in lLos fngeles, California,
prior to the time he traveled to the state of lashingtcn, where he weas
apprehended on the desertion charge. Lbt. IBE bhes steted thet it is possible
DEMLEL was at the sanatarium under the name of Tr., KOBEET L. FEENCH. The - s
Los Angeles Police Department does not have the dates of this service at the ™|
sanatarium, which institution is anperently located &t 2LU45 South .estern Avenue,
Los fngeles. fac police have made no innviry et the sanatarium and desire to
delay such inquiry until more definite dates cen be ascerteined. é; is su, sgpeted

' {

/”u-!— f’ﬂr)’7*é :

L7L/sae [ {w \ ‘ ‘ i k‘}
AIRMATL N A _ . 1
L1t a REGQRDED L5 } s/ ? /} R
¢ ‘ L X
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L. A. 62-2928

that the investigative file on DEMARA's desertion may contain information
as to his travels prior to his apprehension and may include dates of his
stay at the sanatarium.

The files of the Los Angeles Office contain no identifiable
record concerning DEMARA under his true name or any of the three aliasese.

Tt has been a contention of the Ios Angeles Police Department
detectives that the person who murdered ELIZABETH SHORT had some training or
knowledge of surgery or a related science, due to the mammer in which the body
of the victim was mutilated and bisected at the waist. Lt. IEE requested
that the files of the Bureau be reviewed to ascertain, if possible, the dates
when DEMARA was in California, and when he might have been released from Navy
barracks st San Pedro, a suburb of Los Angeles. The Los Angeles Police Depart-
ment has indicated no data reflecting DEMARA is a suspect in the PBlack Dahlia
killing, and desires to know whether DEMAKA might have a provable alibi for
his locatim on January 15, 1947, which would eliminate him as a possible
suspect in this murder.

As the Bureau has in the past furnished considerable assistance <
on this case to the Los Angeles Police Tepartment, it is requested that
Bureau’ files and records of the Identification Division be reviewed for
data of possible assistance, to the Los Angeles Police Department regarding
FERDTNAND WAIDO DEMARA(VE.
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6, 1946. 1his would indicate that Demara was in Los Angeles for
approximately three months, from some ti.e in Merch or April until
early in June, 1946. v :

tomn____ " ‘Thepe are encloscd herewith two copies of tbe identification
. record of Domara under FBI number 3683715. ©This informution is :
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= : Demara wes uie aubiegt of & Descricr-Soleghi e Bsrvice

- -~ $nuyastigation i Ahiak Boston wds “tho office of oFigln end which

g? resultod in tho @wbIsot's apprehension on October 31, 1946 by Bureau

[ . Apénts and representativos of the Bheriffts office pf ithurston County,

el . Washington, at dt. Hartins College, Lacey, Washington. At the time of

=4 nis apsrehension he was employed as &n instructor in psychology and nad

% a cpmnismion as a denuty sheriffbof Thurston.County, Washington.

%’ . Information concerning the subject about the "timo of the

I - captioned surder reflects that on November 18, 1946 the Officer in

2 - Charge of the Brig, Pler 91, 13th Naval District, Scattle, Yashington,

iﬁ - advised that the subject was there and wus being nheld awalting dispo-

) - aition. The Lepartment of the Navy, in advising tho Buresu of the

= ‘subject?s most recent exploits, indicsated that Demara was tried by

<18 gourt-martial in 1948, ‘ _ B B S

'ﬁ- A review of the Burcau file reflects that subject was intepr-

). lewed at tne time of his apprehension on the desertion charge, at -

a which time he stated that he left Erie, Pornsylvania, during Harch

. or April, 1946 and traveled to Los Angeles where he stayed at the

ﬁ  St. John of God Caritorium, Festern Avenue, Sub ject staited He stayed
at the Sanitorium approximately throe months and upon leaving tihere
went to St. Martins Colloge, Lacey, Washington. The investi atlion
‘peflectsd that subject Tirst anpoared at St. Martins College on July
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Dear Sir: 46

I would like to request information 3’\

or newspap? ¥~clippings on the murder O, ()V ' Owlb"’/
J [

case of the{¥BLACK DAHTLIA TRIALS".

T —— SupEeamaNe- -,
The information will be used on an Wﬁ
English report on jJournalism,

Please send as quickly as possible,
thank you for your time,

_ Sincerelv Yours,

EDSTATES POSTALSERV / /// N
S (2 5 | ‘

FEDERAL BUREAU of INVESTIGATION AV
2 ASL

| M% ({9;\\\ ‘REGMQJ Satal (o
(3 (@&

MAR 14 1975 ‘ )




March 13, 1975

war L2 F2t 7 - bl

Dear

Your letter was received on #March 7th.

as the murder of Elizabeth Short was a matter not within the

Inasmuch

jurisdiction of this Bureau, I am unable to furnish vou the

information you requested.

This case was handled by the ILos

Angeles Police Department and you may want to contact that

Department for any assistance it may be able to furnish you.

Sincerely yours,

C. M. Keliey

Clarence M. Kelley

NOTE:

Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles.

Director

The

"Black Dahllia Trials" was a recent television program about
the brutal murder of Elizabeth Short in Los Angeles, California,

January 15, 1947.

Elizabeth Short was given the nickname of

"Black Dah}ia" because of her black hair and fondness of

sheer black clothes.
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L i Elizabeth bhort
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3. () IF YETERAN, NANE OF WAR

Fs. msocmsscumrmo 21, MEDICAL CERTIFICATE . ]| 22. CORONER'S CERTIFICATE
no . i unknown . § i
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i Hon e NEMATKE OF THE DEC

oLt
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AND THAT DEATH OCCURRED ON THE P Esur:n ABOYE.
) " T e 8 Ano HOUR STATED Aaovz. ! . . N  DURATION
. L] N » ke \ 7 . '
7. BIRTHDATE OF DECEASED Y 2 4 3 &5 :
MONTH 134 YEAR

B
|

9. Bmmyu\c cmﬂ
10. Usun. OCCUPATIO Weitress
1n InousTay or Business_Xe S taurant ... . ’_;: - :
5[ 12, Naw cleo Alvin Short OTHER CONDITIONS—
i (IICLUDE PILGIAHC' WATHL
2] 13. BirTHPLAC Virginis I :
={14. MAIDEN N“ Pho e’be M Sawver . "1 MAJOR FINDINGS:

: OF QPERATION i AT S B rmslcun
15 BrmicE IDe .. o P T o
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COUNTY oF SUFFOLK, COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS, UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

CERTIFIED copy oF RecorD oF BIRT H

REGISTRY DIVISION, CITY OF BOSTON

IN OFFICE OF THE CITY REGISTRAR

Certificate NQ 083698 -

GG

Reg. 7

Cox.on

NaME, SURNAME AND BIRTHPLACE OF FATHER

Namg, MAIDEN NAME AND BIRTHPLACE oF MOTHER
(g J%Mé C il T, g

%ﬂi

,/,_/igﬂ%«/x JA/ﬁ;’ y W W

PLACE oF Brrry

L iton

. REsIDENCE OF PARENTS

oot

> , I

OCCUPATION OF PARENT

NAME AND ADDRESS OF INFORMANT '

Dum oF RECORD

L.

M 9 (92

- */)77*49.,.

I further certxfy that by anpexation, the Records of the following-named
cities and towns are in the custody of the City Registrar of Boston:—

- L, " ANNEXED
East Boston 1637
South Boston 1804
Roxbury....cmeervvecnsscnnnnne, 1868
Dorchester. ..o auemeeerns creres 1870

e e et

Date of amendment:

ANNEXED A.D. 19.....
ghalgestown 1874 N
righton ~ p..... y >;
‘West Roxbury d - fie
Hyde Park.....cccceeennreenns 1912 - . o City Reg,st,-a,-

By Chapter 314 of the Acts of 1892, “the certificates or at.testatmns of either Assistant
City Registrar shall have the same force and effect as that of the City Registrar.”
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I would like a copy of the fingerprint c ép on a former
civilian military employee named Elizabeth Ann“Short. They
would have been taken sometime during her stay at Camp Cooke,
California(now Vandenberg Air Force Base),after she applied
for work there on January 30,1943. ’

She is the subject of a documentary that I am doing,and
was also,the victim of a Los Angeles murder in the 1940's: I
would like to have a copy of her prints,for not only reference
material,but also,for use in the documentary itself,showing
the image on screen for no more than a couple of seconds,if I
decide to include it.

I have enclosed a copy of her birth certificate,and her
death certificate. .

Her Social Security Number is #022-18-4750.

Thank You.
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