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CENSORSHIP OF CCHIC BOOKS OPPOSED ON CIVIL LIBERTIES GROUNDS™ .- . -

Censorship of comic books is an unconstitutional method of combatting the prob‘ﬁ
lem of juvenile delinquency, the Amerigan Civil Liberties Union has stateds. . :

The Union asserted in a policy statement filed with the Senate Judiciary Sube . ';
cormittee on Juvenile Delinquency that there is a wide variety of opinion as to the -
relationship hetween the reading of crime comics and delinquency and that ¥at this
time there has been no showing that the circulation ‘of crime comic books co

& clear and present danger," Unléss such a danger is shown, the ACIU said, Yand -

there are inadequate alternztive means to combat this evil, there is no justificatien™
or_cutting into_a basic right guaranteed by the U«Se Constitution, a free press {gx-g'-
hampered by goverrmental intqrfereme. : E P e e —
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"The ACLU understands the concern of American parents that their children are"
being subjected to a barrage of written material that may wield real influence on':
their impressionable minds," the Union pointed out in its statement, But there is
another danger that must be equally considered - the danger of censorshipe - "

[N

"To suppress books in the absence of a clear and present dang'er', even offensive
eomic books, is in violation of the First Amendment. And the weakening of the First.
Amendment can lead to the undermining of our free institutions, vhich we Hant our ..

_children and their children to enjoy .and respectl T T S

" every legitimate effort must be made to deal with its ca

. seme

- ~ -

The circulation of all books involves risk, the ACLU added, "but risk is an ine
delihle mark of democracy and a society of freedom._‘.l T A

In place of censorship, the Union recommended parental control over the readin'g.v-
habits of children, contimed work by school, ‘religious, and community groups to- 7 -
lessen delimfuency, additienal study of the relation befween juvenile delinquency, and
comie books, and proper invoking of obscenity lawse -, Pl A g T
e T S LT R R MGUY RECGRDED B R
"The problem of juvenile delinquency is of major im apce .an believe thal,
' . o b0 4 1 %ﬁﬁd"ﬁa?@iﬁk its cure,"’
the statement said. "As an organization concerned with the welfare of the American: )
community, and as parents concerned with the welfare of our children, we are amxioue‘bgy
that this alarming problem be -solvedefZi-- [ [y 5= =54 IRty g 1

. . T S .. e . e ‘:»..: e N ‘;-;' - ‘ ’\‘
The Uhlon noted that vhile a large segment of the public assumes that ¢
horror comics stimulate children to commit crimes, experis in the fields of soc
child psyrhology, psychiatry, and law enforcement have. varying opinions on th
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‘Wnile asserting that it was mot its function to pass on _ﬁ:e'ﬁeﬁiq of theé.

. perts! opiniens, the ACIU said it believed "that comic books,. like other'.mass'.m'e

!
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may slay an important part in the develorment of children's minds and behavior .t buby

; in view of the divergent — even contradictory - opinions expressed bty responsib:

qualified persens, it helieves there is lacking the assurance that crims comics ‘are)
a significant cause of delinguencys .- SR S CEITRTNL .'

The Union considered point by poirt {var‘fé\'x; propo_saié“fbiﬁ;"'Ceﬁs"é;ixf@ct_miic' fipé }
It emphasized that censorship coliid not be imposed for ‘children alone, not only-be
sause a large portion of comic book readers are adulis; but because to condone par
tial pre-censorship would he to invite a spreading of censorship to other reading
materials, "To institutioralize the censor and his scissors is a real dangere: 1
Goverrmental censorship, even in a limited form, has within 1t the means. of destroy=g
ing xhe ~limate neadsd to Turture free thought and expression = the minds of free;
men . . LN o ot ozl T
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—"_-‘;“.";" Prohibition against sale of c‘om@;c books t! childrenundevr‘a "'é,eiﬁif;-_aééf;.i's:
workable, it said, as "bootleg" sales will result and make the banned work more
desirable, And a law banning publications devoted chiefly to criminal news and
" stories of bloodshed, lust, and crime cannot meet constitutional standards

oS PR

... " Volunteer "watchdog committees® aré no less 'objec'qionablé, the ACLU asserted,
UCertainly individual members of the community have the right to decide what they
their childron should read,". But “"concerted action designed to decide the reading:
fare of the entirs community..cconstitutes cn attempt to enforce conformity, a prac:

“tice alien to the American idea of free choice and our democratic tradition.% T

: Nor is establishment of a cemic book publishérs?! code commendable, according to?
the Union statement, "Although a single publisher may prescrive for himself’ any setx
of standards he may desive for the publicaiion of material, a different situation i~
exists where a significant segment of the industry agrees to abide by a code. Collscs
tive adherence to a single set ¢f prizeiples in a code has the effect of limitings s
different points of views, for individual publishers - as well as writers - are fears;:

. ful of departing from the accepted noxm lest they be heid up to scorn or attack and
suffer economic losseM: f- i AT A A ' s
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) The best hope lies in the home itself ."~ parental control over the reading
habits of their children," the ACLU statement concluded:. “As the testimony of child
welfare experts attests, an enviromme:nt which embraces a wide range of interests will
make comics less of an attraction to children, ~J..To those who argue that not every:
¢hild!s home environmen® ¢an mest his total needs and snzething must be done to -safl
guard children who, unforsunately, 1Live in an unwholesoms enviromment, the answer *: 4
lies in the work of schools, churches, and community orgenizations. The creation of
the healthy envirorment 1s their chailengeo = = Tro - 37 I AL

NOTE TO EDITORS:. This story is only a sumary of the ACLU statement filed with the'
- Senate Subcommitteso Because of the widespread public interest,

s whi

the issue of comic books and dalinguency, the fuil text of the ACIU st
is being printed as a pamphlet, will be seat to you next week;
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MALIN HITS STATS LAUS BANNING CONTRACEPTIVE INFORMATION

The Comnecticut and Massachuse*ts laws which prohibit a doctor from giving c
traceptive information to his patients viciate the ¢ivil liberties guarantees of
Federal Constitution, Patrick Murphy Malin, executive director of the ACLU disclo
recentlye - - ) e L el S L

Addressing 800 guests at the annual luncheon of the Planned Parenthood Feder
tion of America in New York City, the ACIU official saids a0
"No one contends that Massachusetts and Co'nnecﬁicut must make Planned Parenthood:
services or information available t¢ their citizens.: But there is a civil libert
principle, embodied in the first and £4ifth amendments in the Federal Con‘stitu‘biori;
that these states should not interfere with the right t0 ‘disseminate information bj
adopting laws barring the use of contraceptives and the supplying of informatio;
themo! - 7~ .oTUIN D Lo ; . : CATRAE. L T
The two New England states are the only states in the U.S. which still make
111egal for a physician to prascribe conlraceptives, In Connecticut it is also a
'+ - crime to use any, Gevice to prevent conceptions R
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e Malin pointed out that civil liberties, as such, e
. parenthood, but require %equal Jefensé of the free speech
" and those who crusade against pﬁ:l}.g’rlqeq parenthoo -

5% npyt; as the experience of the American Civil Liberties U at

he continued, Mhe pracuical, fact is that those who crusade for Plann
do not attempt to suppress the crgument of those who crusade against it,
 who crusade against Planned Paremthood regularly attempt to suppres
“those who crusade for ite" .. . e e o i
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Malin said Wthere is no area of human existence about which freedom of inquiry,:
and communication is more needed than the area of family life.'' He described Ameoris
cans as "ariquely fortunate! in the heritage of freedoms affecting family 1if infe
this countrye "+ @ ¥ % d B O

o "One of the worst lags in the develorment of civil liberty as it affects.‘th_e@
American family," he added, "is the suppression of free.Speech about Planned Parent

hood, and the practice of umwarranted discrimination against those who believ: @‘

it, for example, in medical employmenbe" . .., .o P R
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ACIU ANSHERS POSTHASTFR GENER/EEN STATRUENT ‘ON CENSORSHIE™ e
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TTTTTT Ina letter to Postmaster General Arthur E, Summerfield, the ACLU has replied.
the 1stter’s charge that certain organizations "produce an almost inevitable cry. o,

1. Ycensorship? <., and confuse jicense with libe y" when the post offic ce

" 1 obscene material from the mailse . .-: " o N TS el

e, secks t

The letter, signed by exesutdve director Patrick Murphy Malin and Elner Ricey 3
_chairman of the Unien's Hatioral Council on Freedom from Censorship, defends the - ' :
- ACIU's righi to Winform the patlic of the threat to freedom that ... censorship rep= -

resents," and reafirms the ACLU !'s vppositicn to any- govermment action that’ would;

weaken the freedom of expression guaranteed by the First Amendment, , -
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. At the same time it makes clear that the ACLU's effgrts have no de=
‘fense of obscenity,. It says; YOn nuzarous occasions we have asserted the right ofy 4%
the community to protect itself from such material by criminal prosecutions under obe
scenity lawso" Asserting that it cues not confuse license with liberty, the ACLU-
states that where a clear and present danger exists from the publication of written™
or sroken material and there iz no time for counter~argument or other means available
- to handle the danger the ACIU does not oppose curb on such expressions”“. - .

BT
oo However, the ACLU criticized the Post Office Departrient's use of fre-censorships
- "The power of goverrment to ‘deal with obscene material should not be confused with '3

the power to determine arbitrarily what reading material shall reach the American
.. People = the power of pre-censurship where the safeguards of a jury trial are co
¢ pletely lacking," it assertse¥: . .o .. . - B M A :
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The letter reminds the Postmaster General that the ACLU's opposition to Post .

Office censorship is based, "on a long history of dispute with the department over

~ - its power to decide what reading material the American people should be allowed to
"read, We express our concern about cencorship because that is precisely what the
Department has dore in a number of cases where the charge of obscenity was raised,

It cites the ban on the mailing of Ezquire Magazine, reversed by the U.S o Supreme:;
Court, and the Department's recent ¥iisco involving the Greek classic Lysistrata to
prove the importance of vigilance over the Post Office!s activities, . _-

“We believe that the faith that the Constitution expresses in the good sense.of?
the peorle to accept or reject material on the basis of their individual choice; co:
taired in the prohibition agairst denial of free speech in tha First Amendment, needs
reaffirmation when a goverrment department violates that amendment " the ACLU reumy

BIBLE CIASS DISFUTE ARISES I VERMOIT - A
The question of Bible classes in certain public schools in Vermont is now
dispute, Paul Blanshard, writer on religious problems and a resident of Vermont,
Protested to state authorities against continuation of the classes.’ Classes are co
ducted under auspiceg of Neu Englang Fellowship of Evangelicals in Boston which s;
that the instruetion is "non-sectarian, non-compulsory, moral and religious." Th
dispute is unresolved, - : RS R Ay

bl i -
- e A . - LA

3 -

o

It has drawn comment from Dr, Frank H, Yost of Takema Park, Maryland, a leading
rlergyran in the Seventh. Day Adventist. Church, who sayss "It must be /insisted upon,
that children from homes of .diverse faiths, or no faith, be protected from having. to
listen, in a public school, attendance upon which is cempulsory, to religious.:.
teachlrg to which they do not subscribes - It must be insisted upon also that the.
rachinery of the public school, paid for from public tax money, removed by law.fro]

.. the pockets of citizens of every faith and no faith, shall not be used to propagate
;. ary one reiigion, however popular locally; several religions; or any composite: -
.. reiigion, set up for a given purpese by -a group’of citizens i _Aa,giv“ggv,l‘g, 1ity,

"+ 8 program for teaching religion to public school children,
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" Dr, Yost adds: Blow, in the midst of fhiéicéntfbiiérs’y,y)isian égqel;::en oppor
tunity for the clergy of the Unitéd States to rise up as a body and says ' 'Religio
is the concern of us and of the parents we shepherd,  leave At to us,™ _
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s - For the first time in histery, Negro bus and trolléy car operators will
‘W \ ?loyed by the District of Columbials Capitol Transport Companys The move was X
' ! many years bitterly opposed by both the compary and the unione..A proposed pact W

would eliminate discriminatory hirirg practices in New. York's brewing industry ha

failed to be ratified for lack of a unanimous vote of employers and ‘unions “invol
N A1l employers and four of five unions agreed to the pact, - Lone holdout was Local:
. 13L5, Teamsters Union,..The "phony luxury" of job discrimination now costs the U
.. 30 billions of dollars a year, according to Elmo Roper, nationally-know public:;

- “opinion aralyst, . - R L N




