FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
FREEDOM OF INFORMATION/PRIVACY ACTS SECTION

COVER SHEET

SUBJECT: American Civil Liberties Union




(ACLU), Ewas very much upset and. d.lsturbed over the prosp e
of the Senate Post O£f1ce Comm1ttee v101atmg the conf1dent1a1 character of files in%
their forthcorning inquiry on security procedures. * B
. lunch on May 12th with former Senator Gillette and Hugh ‘Finzel. "He’ referred to'

' the letter wh1ch he had written Senator Johnston and which he had also furmshed

us wherein he’ made a strong presentatmn on the necessity of protecting the:
. confidential character of files. He told me that Senator Gillette 1rnpressed h1m as;

being very determined to proceed and he intends to have public hearings oman”,
individual:case basis. The only two cases that they have definitely dec1ded to
hold hearings on are the Wolf--Ladejinsky case and the Chasanow case.:

stated that they contemplated developing the basic facts and then it will b'e necessa
to get access to the files to see how the cases were ‘handled or m15hand1ed G111;
told Ferman that he apprec1ated his concern ‘and was sympathetic to h15 concer'

, and of course, Would not even conslder gettmg mto raw f11es.
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- Ferman asked if there was not some compromlse and whether :
selected inforr_nat:tqn or,,summar1es might not suffice. Senator Gllette stated that'ii

P _this might serve the purpose. Ferman stated that he is even more concerned

now over the confidential character of files since he feels that the liberal forces
[ were pretty well mob:.hzed behind the necessity of protectmg f11es in the McCarth
hearings might now very well reverse themselves and say that the'ﬁles shoul ] _be

made pubhc in the Chasanow and LadeJmsky cases."

S § told Ferman that these, of course, Werebnly two cases and that
must be remembered that there’ are many other cases and that there m1ght come"

bare the £11es 'to show" exactly what was done or ‘what was not done.- '

B

that we, of course, would st1ck to our trad1t10na1 po_sxtxon, but that on th o e‘
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He, of course, d1d not blame us for this.
their hearings.
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——Hr——Louls B hlchols
United States Department of Justlce,
Federal Bureau of Investlgatlon
washlngton 25 D. C. :

Dear Lou: o : , U-,D'Cf‘ - -

I attach herewlth a letter received"
yesterday from Gu Glllette, in reply to- .
mine of May 3rd sent to Senator 0lin Johnston,
whlch you will be 1nterested 1n. )

With best wishes ’

IF:p
Enc v

1:‘

I
el I

r@/m Ec--a

fim el -

TRTTITTT
SRR AN e









o Teaalt g KT
Lol Al

i

B
T

IBERTIES UNION, 170 FIFTH AVENUE,

ARTHUR GARFIELD HAYS '
. MORRIS L. ERNST ' .

PR
F

“eekly Bulletin #1698+

R =

- " CALIFORNTA LAYYERS FEJECT PROPOSTD DISBARENT PIAN 5'( \$ 20

,E_.' -A '1 : oL . x.: - Sl e LRSS Fps .l__“_- "‘/
Governors of the State Bar of California have rejected two of three pmpos%,

changes in the Business and Professions code which would have led to the disbarment;

of attorneys under fire in loyalty-security Casesy .. Tn o Gha ;

ﬁejectéd was a proposal‘ité di sbar iawyers who took refuge in the FLfthlme ‘
n refusing to answer Juestions about menbership in subversive organizations®
a?d'advoc‘acy of violent overthrow of the government, ' ety

-

Huwever,—thve—é‘ovem'ors‘di‘a“.vat.e to Ssk the State 'ngiéhtux'e__l £6 -enéai a law
+ disbar or suspend attorneys who "advocate or teach the violent overthrow of the .-
government, W .. - ... oot Lo mae et i R
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.- The American Civil Iiberties Union had opposed all three proposale, which
been recommended by the State Barts Committee on Rules of Professional Conduct,
8 memorandum to the Board, the ACLU's Southern California Branch stated that whi
the proposed amendments are aimed at lawyers who advodate the violent overthrow o
govermment, "its effect unque stionably will be to.discoura
To avoid the danger of being denounce
necessary for lawyers to advocate onl:
ever inadequate they may be,

The ACLU pointed out that the political views of lawyers, "in do measure-detgexjv?
mine their fitness to represent or to advise thelir ¢lients,” In addition, the ACLU
said, the removal of a Communist from the practice of law has no rational relatio
to the national security, - A T e Ly

. In rejecting the two proposals the state bar explained ‘that "present procedires
are adequate to bring about the disciplining of lawyers who violate the law, vheths
before committees or elsewhere s and that the exercise of their constitutional righty s
against self-inarigination will not provent the administration dissipline when
waiTantedgh: . oo e U INDE ED-48- / .

R : ATHEIST POLISH REFUGEE FINALLY RECEIVES U.S. CITIZENSHIP - {f. - AN T
AN R R St e LU A T L U NOT REGORDED
7" A young Polish refugee who becams & U.5. Air Force corporal has finally, :%3
American citizenship after a two and a half year delay without having to“utter thg 195
_.religious oath, "So help mé Godo®y, Ui il A m T L i e v AR L

T, - . e L TR T

7. ' The_cass involves 25~yearwold Walter Plywacki. He gained his citizenchip in
Portland, Oregon last January, He had been turned down in August 1952 by Judge "J¢ ¥
Frank McLaughlin who regretted having to deny Plywacki citizenship but who said thata s
Mour government is founded upon a belief in God," and later added that "if you Join
an organization that has orinciples based on the existence of a Supreme Belng « as
stated from the Declaration of Independence on down to-the latect pronouncements by
President Eisenhower - then you must abide by the rules of that organizag';qn%" et

i P

Plywackl; an athelst, was willing te affirm hie loyalty without religious
- nrence, His case was appealsd, The National Liberal leagus, & fredthinker group; :
nacked him, The Northern Calif, ACLU filed a brief in hls behalf, which was subse %
luently upheld in effect by the Attornsy General's action in the case, The ACLU saidy
"To force an atheist to say that he believes'in G6d when he doésn't, is an inw.
terference with the free exerciss of his religion = the religlon of disbelief, If &%’
1ative-born citizen is entitled to freedom of religion which wo%ﬂepm right’}

/ CTE T PRI o SRR
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f el
“not to believe in God, “then a petitioner for naturalization has the samns s right ~.:*L""
. Affirmations, in lieu of an oath, are expressly all¢ired by Congress. This should*
" solve this problem easily, However, it is the implications of the decision that ar
frightenings This is not a nation of Godwbelievers alone. It is a nation of péopl
who have i‘reedom of. conscience - who heve the r:lght to believe or, not to believeo)

: iR 3
._., P . x LA

In Apri.'l ‘of 1953, the Attorney Generu»'s-office y in effect, dropped the case
and eventually a new Judge gave Plywacki his citizenship without the oa.th.'
ie thought to be one of the i‘ew of its kind ever to come to light‘ :

Y B
VE .x..,...ﬁ_v.\,r.‘

: The right of a son residing in a foreign country to’ inherit his father's es-/

process in inheritance cases. :

,.1". >
e..,'c 3 s

When Joseph Vozar died, his brother Stephen thought he was the sole heir and

* was made administrator of the estate, In December 1953, Alois Wozar, a resident of:%”

Czechoslovakia, claimed to be Joseph'!s son and therefore entitled to the inheritance,

He filed in an Ocean County, N.J . court through American attorneys to obtain his in-
heritance.

Czechoslovakia to prove his claim, Among the questions asked were three pertaining,

-

to his possible membership in the Commnist Party of Czechoslovakia or his sympa.thy’

taken in Czechoslovalcla on other matters relating to Wozar's identitys During the
interim, attorneys for Stephen Wozar were successful in having the entire case dais
missed in August 1954 on the grounds that enough time had elapsed : and Mthe uestions

The Appe]late Div:.s:l.on of the Superior Court of New Jersey reversed this ace x
tion, declaring that questions regarding Wozar's possible Communist affiliations we re
Umanifestly improper and irrelevant,' Since the action deals with the right of a R
to inherit his father!s estate, "his political beliefs as a citizen and resident of.
Czechoslovakia in the present posture of the case before us have no pertinency," %
the court said. . A o O

With respect to due process, the court noted that iaris.l courts have widev dis
cretion in this type of case, including the right to dismiss the case entirely.' Bu
said the court, "Such drastic action should not be taken except in unusual circum
stances which display gross inattention, carelessness or contumacyes.® Noting thé
difficulty of shuttling information back and forth from Czechoslovakia, the court
indicated that & reasonable time had to be allowed in order to establish the nece
sary proof of Vozar's claim. . '"We f:.nd no eviderce of a deliberate disrega.rd of

; judici.al suthor:.ty,“ it sa:Ld.

_hibited the publication or dissemination of any obscens material in any medium.o
" communication whatsoever and ‘vould have also'ma.de. it a crime to give 1nformati

e s

The biJ.l did not say who would judge the obscenity ‘and eny person could 3
filed a protest under it. The present Arkansas laws dealing with this subject’ p\;f:

“a presence .of “one or more" of the opposite sexs The proposal would also have!
ting nudismo :
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PICKETING OF MOVIE COMPANY om*!zs DEFLIDED AS FREE §PEECH-

e & vocent attempt by Colusbia Pictures Corporation to halt pioketing of its.
""" offices or distribution of communications terming it "unfair" drew a protest from. the
" Mimnesota Branch of the American Civil Liberties Union, . ©- °. '

g

. L .-'. k4 T M o N N "":"'-t."'.‘v-"g;' s ."‘-»-‘ “““x;'
-7 " Ina friend of the court brief filed with the U.S, District Court in Hinneap="
olis, the ACLU opposed on free speech grounds Columbia's petition for an injunctioq,_
" The order was sought against a group of independent theatre owners and their associs-
. tlon, North Central pllied, which had objected to film rentals demanded by Columbia,.’
- - They picketed Columbiats Mimeapolis office with signs declaring: - "Columbia is Pnfair
" -to the Independent Theatre Owners," and planned to. issue bulletins concerning thelxr =
AT e P e, . T TN 1, . g ‘%',,
.+ dispute with the movie company, . . - TR e NI R : : :

.. " Considering only the civil liberties issues involved, -
"Columbiats. complaint on grounds that;  .: Cr et e el

. v - . v.v'__i.-‘_“_‘ ‘;'Y‘:’;. 2 : ‘
Upicketing 18 a means of expression Pprotected by the constitutional guarantses
of free speechesss . R L R e e S
"Speech, whether by verbal utterance, picketing or other publica
punished if it transgresses legal limits, but may n
.. by injunction or otherwlse, = . RPN Sy il A BE

s gee - u

) Prior restraint of ‘picketing is iegally Justified -Sxiiy'if"('a)‘ ’ihz‘piéke:ﬁng‘: :
is conducted in an unlawful manner as with a show of force, or (b) it seeks to coerc
the commission of an unlawful acty It is not justified merely because the pickets

T security, :

or *heir—principala,——axje—concomitantly‘engaging"mfi‘o"ma‘ —other illegal activity,,.

. “The court cannot control or forbid expx;ession because of .a';i.'all_egat'.ion,.
" hension or fact that in content it may be inaccurate, unreasonable, or false,n -
Libel and slander laws protect persons and firms from umrestrained attack,

was pointed out, e Dl ag T R T T e ;oo

T P S ROW . Pl
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The suit was finally dropped, after the defendant agreed to refrain from:-
picketing for the present. The Minnesota ACLU had hoped the case would advance ins;
the courts as it believed the free speech point should have been the basis for a:z
faverable decision for the theatre owners, UL e T T e e

CALIFCRNTA ZONING LAW HELD INVALID IN CHURCH CASE'. -’

A unanimous three-man state District Court of Appeals declared unconstitution=
al a Piedmont, California ordinance baming the building of a private Catholic school,

The decision was made in a case brought by the Catholic Welfare Federatio
which the ACLYU of Northern California filed friend of the court briefs along with:
other organizations, The court ordered the city to- issue a building permit to the
church organization for g parochial school,. ;' ' .z: '/ %k, Vi For e

. In its opinion, the courts aid, "It is settled that parents have the basic con=
Stitutional right to have their children educated in schools of their own choice, 2
subject to reasonable regulations as to subjects required to be taught, manner of _
1t_\struction, etc, Having this basic right in mind', no reasonable ground for perm:l.‘la_ n
public schools to be conducted in Zone 'A and prohibiting all other schools teachingge

- -the sams subjects to the same age groups can be suggested,t- "~ - -7

Ty
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TTTTTTERTTT T CIVIL RIGHTS CQSPLAINTS ARISE IN OKINAWA=

" Okinawa, main island of the ‘Ryukyu group betwesn Japan and Formosa and the® (}&5

- UsSe Armyfs tbastion of the Pacific," has become an issue of civil rights under mili-
tary govermment through complaints made to the ACLU by the Japanese Civil Liberties)
Union, fThe complaints came from Okinawans resident in Japan. The Union has tak'el}_.
the conplaints with the military authorities in Washington, who have under consideras
tlon changes in administration, Okinawa is the only ared remaining’ where U.S. mili-
tary rule is complete, - - = o Tade seriin ot ;

< . FRRES

The islands are held in trust by the U.S. under the Japanese peace treaty far -
eventual return teo Japan, U.S, military authorities exercisme complete power ove:k%f

" native civil affairs, Complaints range from denial of self-government to extensivef:’
gelzures of farm land for military use without adequate compensation or provision:for'y;
Settlement elsewhers, . . - . e P P A A L ‘

i
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The Union has made a series of suggestiors to the mil'i.tary authx;zfi"tiéé.fé'r i
tending wider rights to the native population of 750,000, subject only to militarye.i




