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S UASHINGTON (AP} ~ Rep. John _ e polled individually on the verdicts,
%%{etﬁg WES mnma?mw andpo esch juror guietly respend
¢ ‘nfght of accepting s bribe from an FRI  “guilty” on each charge, -

¢ undgrcover agent in the Abscam politl: . .Jenveile was convicted of "

f~ ca} eorruption investigation. - %« » ~ -of conspiracy fo conmit brivery-and
l.- The South Carolina Democtal, the two counts of Bribery. Stowe wis oot
| gecend vongressmumronvicted in the  victed of one count of conspiracy ang
 Ahscam imvestigation, was charged two counts of betting brits
- with acgep&ing the money {rom t&e s SN RN N
* agent who was Dosing a8 & represenis- o b e : ¥ :

- 1B of wealthy Arabs needing special Each man mldtgce,a maximum 38

> {memigration legistation. © 0 oo oo

= e U.S. Distriet Court jury aiss

< conVicted John R. Stowe, a Richmond, ]
et dptng Jenel 58

- with alding and abetting Jenretie il - gnd on Oct. 2, be was

. ‘The jury of eight womes- and four - Refore the jurors focee
e T o (halr verdicts in U.S, ,,Before thejurore beggh _
elurmed Lhelr VeI o sourts of ~ U-S- District Judge J ):
District Court ailer sustiv fuit Bitlts of - jrorcred them on the laws of conspir.
deliberations that began just after . acy snd bribery and on the Jegal d

b

lunch. The verdict was announced ab ropq, of entrapient. U

B o, CT, b e el e iy ot ; .
. After the jury foreman, Sylvia m&tmsﬁég’@wé mtra;ini?ﬁt»ini o
‘Parker, sancunéed the verdicts, wﬁzh N enforcement officials induce
gﬁ‘éﬁ%ﬁgﬁ :iéhe dmgh&, " oF pemundé persons 1o coumit unlaw

T . hieas BoH ] o S .
¥ pands, Stows sat fmpsssively as he had ful acts they would not oth
during most of the fiveweek triak 3
After- leaving the courtroem;
& Jenreile sobbed on the shoulder
wife, Rita, for near
He told reportersi
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Mr. Roger S. Young
Inspector in Charge
Qffice of Congressional and

Public Affairs
United States Department of Justice
Pederal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D.C. 20535

i g e K

Dear Mr. Young:

Thank you for sending me the material about Judge
Webster's speeches which I have now conecluded reading. I was
especially grateful for the Variety clipping which spells ocut

your current dnvolvement with various television projects. Since
ﬁ seems to be doing something in the genre in which
as interested, I would like to shift my emphasis to another
project which has indicated more than a passing
interest in. I am referring to the time when Melvin Weinberg was
involved in an art theft con for the FBI., Attached is a copy of
an article I read in the October 26 issue of the Washington P05t6/?v~f
I am planning on coming to Washington within a week or

magazine in Rudy Maxa's colunmn.

10 days and would appreciate your locking into this matter on our
behalf. Any background information you can provide me about this
episode will be greatly appreciated. I will phone you when my
travel plans are more concrete. Again, thank you fop your coopera-
tion and I look forward to meeting with you when I in Washington,

3
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November 4, 1980

Mr. William H. Webster, Director
Federal Bureau of Investigation
J. Edgar Hoover Building . R
9th & Pennsylvania Avenue sxﬁEsmﬁmﬁ

Washington, D. C._ 20535 U

Dear Mr. Webster‘.f?///u @S ‘ /ﬁb /Z’wf,ésﬂ

ks my letter of October 21 to you indicated, our
i’(':harlotte stations will welcome the opportunlty to
{alr a statement from you in response to our October
17/18 editorial entitled "The FBI and ABSCAM."

I realize your busy schedule, but do hope you will
agree to present the "other side" of the issue--
ithereby enabllng our viewers and listeners to form
itheir own opinions and draw their own conclusions
from having heard both sides.

lIf you prefer not to respond I will appreciate
me know as quickly as possible. Than
‘you for your consideration, and I look forward t

hearlng £rom

you.

Sincerely,

LMH/
Enc;osure
e G375/~ 27X
el L /52
(u’\ » ﬂl‘ . [ e TR, .:T'T"',;‘ ’t- J
hond }} m’.‘!- “ g Conde ﬁ igq‘
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5G Jpnsl 1031 .
WEBT-AM « WBT-FM « WBTV » Jefiersonics » Jefferson Productions » Jefferson Data Systems = Charloite. NC
WWET *» Richmond, va  WQXI-AM * WORI-FM » Allanta. Ga  KIMN-AM + KIMN-FM » Denver. Co.
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET

. Papels) withheld entively at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where
indicated, explain this deletion.

{3 Deleted under exemptionis) with no segregable
material available for release fo you.

Information pertained only fo a third party with no reference to you or the subject of vour request.

Information pertained ordy to a third party. Your name is lsted iy the tiile only,

o O

Document(sh originating with the bllowing govemment agencylies)
s was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you,

Ll

e Pagels) refered for conscitation to the following government agencyliss);
as the mformation originated with them. Yon wiil

be advised (Jf gvailability upon refurn of the material {o the FBL

Page{s) withheld for the following reasonish:

b5 ﬁ"l}mﬂx«p?@f g etril RGRX & Hoyolare wa?S
Iﬂfw?:’wj oo Moo Serinf

1 For your information:

@/The fullowing number is to be used for reference regarding ihese pages:
b3-fI5Cl ~RTE X 2

KXRKXXXXXXXXXKKEKKE
DELETED PAGE®) %
NO DUPLICATION FEE &
CXKKX FOR THIS PAGE X
s KXXKXKXXRAKNARAAAKK
XXXXXX
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_ Date: Nove 10-80
Ref: 132B

United States Department of Justice
Federal Bureau of Investigation
WASHINGTON, "D.C. 20535

6%;Zhﬂcfgljfiﬂsf’;;b éj/ﬁédrw

Att: Mr. Roger S. Young,
Inspector in Charge

Office of Congressional and Public Affairs

Dear Mr. Youngs

I acknowledge your letter of October 29th,
setting forth &s to where the procedural require-
ments for may be obtained concerning the release
of requested records of the Bureau,

Thank you., . f’”
v

Sincerely yours,

/ 3//7@// %x%

/”’L’ 7*930
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OUTSIDE SOURCE : -

- Dacem!er L, 198’

Federal Bureau of Investigation Re: Abscam _
Washington, D,C, R

Dear Sirs:

Those convicted through Abscam may be as guilty as
sin, and I hold no brief for them.

However, I protest on principle the FBI in any way
tempting & person to commit a crime that he might not
otherwise commit,

The FBI has the honorable mission of investigating
crime, but never of inducing anyone to commit erime.

I hope that this sort of thing will be stopped and

never done again, It is unworthy of us as a nation,

end of you &g an ageney.

Very sinceraly, b

(No reply is expscted, Thanks,)

TR
bEzz ¢
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Nﬁwé » taste for goldnecklaces
diamond pinkie rings’ pocketed 98»
ns.ae... n
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Euﬂ.ﬁsgggg

;. the country’s' smoothest confidence-’ ,vgzosgﬁwﬂn.-asﬁg

xgame operators, was paid o use his -;-informant and consultant on yunning <
»expexiise and connections 1o design: -£0n operations are hiefty federsl bonus. -
_ the scam that eventuaily moved from - .

" Weinberg's blography, which he - For g5 cibel’ ) ers ob Ju‘.iaggaeoasas;

has soid w.ﬂuu:uﬁrﬂﬁwa-g Srn, 5t . ~ 7 don Investors 10 Abdul Enterprises and
‘§.§ n%pgo. 5 2 bustler's Horatio ., - i 2, ~' enchanged “Lady Evelyn Knight" for.
; : ) % until: now, imgmtuun&.% i eludt « FBl agents posing &3 sheiks wm.-%
. manwho handedout ' - 5 e %n.uaon was ‘sode

. Abscam bribes, was - “e

¥ reportediy vn_n

?»uSo‘o:..-,w__m..f“. 54 them the mayor of Camden,
government se :‘_oc-m.u:. ot 8328 5823‘& 852_558 Brgseﬁﬁasg soid . ”. among ;
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DIRELTOR OF FED&RAL -BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
“<INGTON™ oL’ 205;5

-

IN REGARD TU ABSCAM} ’—':‘)HL“Q::F ’ke e Hb Qam -

YOUR APPROACH TD LAW AND ORCER 18 UNBEL VABLE, IF YCU CAN'T FIND 4

CRIME, YOU CREATE ONE, YCU REMIND ME -CF A FISHERMEN ILSING Mig

FAVORITE B8AIT, BUT, wMO 18 MCST WRONG, THE FISK OR TPE FISKERMEN, \
Youn BAD I¥AGE WILL iNOT EE ERABED BY THESE STUPID "TACTICS, PLEASE GE]

-

HAIG”T.

02140 EST
MGMCOMP .MQ¥ \0

| /\/}SMW ® DEC 30 1980
(,&Eggﬁﬁ/ ' (4355(/.& / ;

TO REPLY BY MAILGRAM, SEE REVERSE SIDE FOR WESTERN UNION'S TOLL - FREE PHONE NUMBERS
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;; § Washingtow, BE.
N December 3 1980
N Congressional Affairs Office

FBI )

N J. Edgar Hoover FBI Bldg.
0 10th & Pennsylvania Avenues, H.M.
N\ Washington, D.C. 20535
' BAXX _
\}): Dear Friends:

The gsttached communication

A is sent for your consideration. g
£ Plesse investigate the statements
\;\ . contained therein and forward we ;
o the necessary information for re- 3

ply, returning the encleosed corre-
spondence with your snewer.

"Q?’f Yours STULY Lo . ) o~ i A
;{fé‘ﬁ”“’ A~ NG .

BOB TRAXLER . c. e v
8th District, Michigan | ® Dec X 1980
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November 24, 1980 - . :
[ R S [ " . v oL

¥ ) .

|

Congressman Bob Traxler o :
2448 Rayburn House Office Bldg, %
Washington, D.C, 20515 ;

Dear Congressman Traxler:

I was listening to & broadcast this morning relative to the ,
ABSCAM situation, the convictions that resulted therefrom and |

the congressional hearings going on relative to some of these
people, The thought occurred to me while listening: Who
decided which congressmen would be offered bribes and why did

this person decide to pick the congressmen he picked?

It seems to me that this 4uestion might be even more important :
than whether someone was or was mot involved in ABSCAM, 1Is :
this an effort by someone in the FBI, or someone orchestrating
the FBI to force the Con%ress to knuckle under to the ‘''clout"
of the FBI? 1 would really be interested in your reaction to
these questions and I would be even more interested in seeing a
. resolution introduced calling for an investigation into the
guestions of "who'! and "why" these particular congressmen were

offered bribes, . A

Sincerel ‘
» :

é T TR P

SRLPTPA TR IR PV ol S S s S
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.From an appreciative T‘ayer and Citizen of this great .ntry.

» ( ’
Atten; Mr. William Ho <::,ster,Director of the F, B.I.

Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington,D.C. 20013

Om‘-

Dear Mr. Webster; QUISIDE SOURCE 74//
P (e /ﬁe%:»v‘c« -/éz {cerie,
I believe I speak for millions of Americans when I extend our appreciation,our total

support and heart felt thanksfor the magnificent work you and your people are doing
in behalf of our great nation. You and your organization of skilled investigators
have brought back the respect and admiration to the FBI that was lost with the reign
of the selfserving Edgar Hoover.

The FBI's great accomplishments with the "ABSCAM" project has 1it the "Lamp of Hope"
that now something is being done to assure the Tax-payer that the "Elected or Ap-
pointed" individual will perform their duties honestly,diligently and to the best
interest of our country. Too many individuals enter government servi~e with the prime
purpose of using the "Power" of thier Office for personal gain believing that the
"Political™ position glves them licemme: to steal, accept graft and gifts while neg-
leeting the purpose and responsibilities of thelr office or job. We elect them and
support them with our tax dollars believing that they will honestly-live up to their
promises only to learn later that they betrayed their word and our trust. Such people
sell their influence (Government Office) to do favor for another country si-the_ex-
of FTkégan“.

pence of our countries welfare and wellbeing are truly performing an a

their ill-gotten gains with this money being put into a fund to further support the
FBI's activitles. Further, these wrong-doers should be fined no less than $10,000.00
plus the court and government costs incurred in proving their guilt. They shou%§ also
face a minimum of three months imprisonment in a regular federal prison (not a Country

Cludb confinement as exposed and described by Halderman in th E’;ter G?»'t;— trial. L{
Also, any Judge and/or Attorney that conspire to make a "Shan"-of iﬁ;ti’; A these z)
sases where incriminating prbddfror evidence exists,regardless of what devious means
had:to be resorted to, they should be subject to being declared accessories after théﬂJ-'
fact.Their attempts to make a farce of justice should lead to their "DidER{eAtI&ndodm
the case of the errant Judge, removal from the bench. When relating to the "ABSCAN" em
trials we believe that the implication of the word “Entrapment” is utterly absurd and

ridiculous since there is no other way to catch and expose these "Wrong-doers. I be-

lieve that all the honest Americans agree with and support your methods. Keep up the
good work, I also believe that the FBI personnel should be,well paid as their good f ég
serVice to our country is well worth it. ' V O ?(?'g%%?;

AN 19 1987
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" CARLAIEVIN '
B CH AR

& : WUlniled ag)faies aé'iégt)aie
WABHINGSTON, Do, 20510

October 21, 1980

Mr. Philip B. Heymann
Assistant Attorney General
Criminal Division S
Department of Justice
Washington, D.C. 20530

Pear Phil:

[FEDERAL COVERIMENT ' o

,,§ F A
%

’?;" 4 f'" ’2
"M"‘: e - %
-8 \? Y & «

557
el 2
s

Several months age, 1 expressed my very real concerns about the
leaks which have characterized the Department's investigation
of alleged corruption in the Uongress commonly called ABSCANM.

In Yight of that conversation, I am interested in determining 1f
the Department has, in fact,conducted an internal investigation
designed to uncover the source of those leaks and what action,
if any, has been takemw as a result of that Jnvestigation. I
would appreciate it if you would supply me with any additional
information you might have relative to this subject.

I am raising this issue not only because of my concern about
the issue but also because of information which 1 have had
presented to me which suggests that the source of these leaks is

known to at least some members of the press.

Sincerely,

Carl Levin

di
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Mr. William H. Webster

Pederal Bureau of Investigation , b
WashingSon, D.C. <3 1 MW ) ég - \A?( i

& Z%4ZV,¢, f255?¢¢Wl5&\ ﬁﬁ%: f7 <hter .
¢ Dear Mr. Websters: Tm— : ; : —
/i I appreciated your reply to my letter to you as to the

, Abscam business.. and youpinterpetation of your work. Mr, Webster 1 say
again, it is not the business of our govermment te set up traps for weak
and evil men to seduce them to steal rob or commit crimes.. It is of course
a discusting and serious thing that our elected officials cannat: be trusted
and the moral apmosphere is so low, that one wonders how long can a nation
survive in* this condition. ' .

To tempt men to sin is evil, wrong and uncalled for in my opinion. As you
know one judge decided because of the trap that they are to be freed from
this business, the trap of the FBI. R

Mr. Webster I am sure that you are aware of a nation honey combed by fﬁ
XGB agents, and the Massaud Israalsaissasins, and the Iranians rumning loose
and the bombing and killing and assahation that is going on in our lan B
that ought to be enough to keep all the men and a lot more busy trying . te”
. turn the tide and save our land from its ruin. You know as well as 1 k??“

' that KGB agents are in offices in our Government at this very moment for

: during the Carter days of infamy we have been officially infiltrated by

- our enemies, and your men know it..we are being betrayed by our own govern en
at this moment. And your and my survival is at stake. ,Scmething must change
quickly or our nation is lost to a world conspirvacy headed uprby prominent
americans.,., that you know. '

~ Let us go after them, and preserve the land once blessed of Gogfazﬂ

Reppred of men- Eigfgm éﬁ”‘/ Z’)’*é"// ';.?.?-Z

inderely Concerned
I am Sincerely Yours 3 Q[E0 1¢ 1203
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WL Pagefs) withheld entirely at this location in the file. Une or more.of the following statements, where
indicated, explain this deletion.

m/ﬁelemd undér axemptionis) (b) (‘9) @) C? { C“H) with no ségregable

material available for release to you,

{J  Informstion pertained only to a third party with no referencs to you or the subject of your request.

£ Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title ondy.

.

Document{s} originating with the following govemment agency(ies)
~wasdwere forwarded to them for direct response fo you.

P Page(s) referred for consultation to the following govermnment agencylises);
a8 the information originated with them. You will
be aduaed of availability upon return of the material to the FBL
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{3 The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages:
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DELETED PAGES) ¥
NO DUPLICATION FEE &

AXXXKX X FORTHEBPAGE X
XXXXXX XXEXXXXX XXX XXXKXKXY
XXXXXX

FRIA D




§ ﬂuﬁﬁﬂimmgﬁ.

Federal Bureau of Investigation
Public Affairs Research Unit =
Room 7659 .
Washington, D.C. 20535

PR

g ) i -~ ‘ ) ‘ \

Dear Sirs and Madanms, Uﬂ;%f( fg,,p;%%...i Por o A /;7 é‘;f”!‘“‘”‘“ Iy
I am & senior law student at the

) S studen’ '*'Law School and called . -
: yesterday concterning information on e Bureau‘s "ABRSCAM® invest-*

igation which I need for a paper I am writing for a course. As I~
" related on the phone, the paper will be a general report on how.
. that aﬂszgnment came about and was handled, step by step. ,ﬁ-*

St

’Compiling the perﬁinent 1nf0rmatmon and wrmtlng the paper has a. :
dual purpose; besides acting as an academic endeavor, it may als fﬁ
give me a lxttle insight into how Bureau activities are handled
as I hope to join the Bureau upon graduation this comlng May.

The course I am writi thls aper is "Organlzed Crime Cnntrol“
and my professor, H suggested that I ask you for.
all information you may have on SCAM, including all testimony

given by Special Agenis, Director Webster. elected officials and:
defendants in the actions. In addition to these items, I also ~
would like a copy of guidelines for Special Agents in such 7
"sting" opsrations , and any responses by the Bureau and the .
Department of Justice to allegations of entrapment,etc. Included -
in the information I seek, I also hope to gather figures on tha
costs for the operation and the up-to-date status on litigatiop,,
and lastly on the manpower expendeﬁ by the Bureau.)ﬂ #

?aur cocperatian will be greatly apprec;ated and I Wlll he\ngwe .
© than happy to let you know the progress of my paper as it davelopa. L
© Of course, I have very little time to put it all together as-the + . =
¢ first draft is due soon, so I would be grateful if the information
could be sent to me at the address printed above as soon as poss~
ihle. preferrably befare mid-February. Thank yeu far your help.

fs FEB 6 !381 -
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Mr. Roger S. Young -

Inspector in Charge
Office of Congressional and Public Affairs

Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D.C. 20535

Dear Mr. Young:

of your letter in a follow-up editorial. I

Abscam project.

We appreciate your concem.

G.

GDG/ch

Enclosure

g

0.1981

cBSAitifates @ A Division of Bonneville International Gorporation

AT TR

|
] G. Donald Gale

Thank you for your letter of December 23 concerning a KSL Editorial.
As you can see fram the enclosed editorial, 1 excerpted portions i

entire letter, because it was too long for our format.

We are sure this will give our listeners added perspectlve

e itlde.
.
54//&

Director af Public Affairs
237-2545 237-2500

February 2, 1981
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145 Social Hall Avenue
Salt Lake City, Utah 84111
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ANOTHER POINT OF VIEW |
Roger Young, Federal Bureau of Investigation
January 17, 1981

Several weeks ago, KSL criticized the ''Abscam’’ investigation conducted by
the F.B.I. In response, Mr. Roger Young wrote from Federal Bureau of
Investigation headquarters in Washington, D.C. He said, in part (quote):

". . . Some crimes, such as public corruption, would rarely be
discovered or prosecuted without undercover activity. Both the
person offering the bribe and the person accepting it are covert
in their criminal arrangement. Since bribery has no traditional
victim, except the unknowing citizem/taxpayer, there is no one to
care forth and report the crime.

"All of our undercover operations, including Abscam, are targeted
toward criminality, not individuals or institutions. The Abscam
case began as an investigation into stolen art in New York and
fram there led to allegations of illegality in the New Jersey

casinos,

Eventually the trail of alleged criminality led us to

national public officials.”

F.B.I. Inspector Young continued:

"Undercover operations do not 'cause' crime; they merely provide
an opportunity for those inclined to brezk the law to do so while
the govermment compiles the evidence. By detecting criminals who
would have otherwise gone undiscovered, these undercover activities
also may discourage similar criminal activity.

"The FBI is ccomitted to using its investigative tools lawfully and
aggressively to make the greatest possible impact upon major areas
of criminality. We believe that our umdercover operations,
including Abscam, are an essential element of that commitment."

KSL thanksAInspector Roger Young of the F.B.I. for his caments.

ER A

“Another Viewpoint” was broadcast in response to a KSL Editorial Comment. It may be repfinted only by permission of KSL.
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Director Webster
Federal Bureau of Inveitigation

Washington, D.C.

Feb, 21, 1971

Dear Sir,

I am legal.y blind phrsically but not blind morally or patriotickly.
Thus, I have to tell you that I can not express to you my admiration
and my great feelings from the FBI's “bscan project.
You have certalnly made me feel good and improve my morale.
I hope you will ® ntinue to go after crime no metter where 1t is.

Yipee.

Pincerely,

Fo reply 1s necessary. Just wanted to tell you my support.

tDB-}uéj /ry;&/’ 5@9\
35 VAR L 1981
f/éﬂ;i APR 27 1981,
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AVinited . Dlales Denatle

WASHINGTON, DL IVSIG

March 11, 1%81

Federal Bureau of Investigation
Congressional Liaison Office .

gth and Pennsylvania Avenue o 3
Washington, D. c: 20535 gEDERBE goVERDE .

Dear Friends: o ,_:A :;
ﬁf&f '?f?ff}*’cﬂ fw( / “’“‘{?‘#W
respeniencendaa o

: Enclosed

&recelved from The letter &p
raises some serious concerns about Abscam. 1 \?f‘
lwoulﬂ greatly appreciate if if you would

Hcarefully rev1ew this matter and provide me
with an appropriate response.

- Your attention te this matter is greatly
’appreciated.

With best regards,

Sincerely,

?1 Paul 8. Sarbanes
- United States Senator
4: {ﬁ’?q.-;fH#J
Pss/ell
?} Enclosure
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March 17, 15981

Regarding the editor's editorial on the FBI which appeared in February
1981 fusue, I, as an American citizen, take cxception to the vditor's
remscks concerning ABSCAM. Whar's your problem, Mr. Editor? Are you
trying to make a case of imnocence for a congrtessman who got his hand
caught in the cookie jar? A craok ls a crook regardless of who he is
and I'm grateful for the FBI's handling of the ABSCAM which every
citizen I talked to ia also in agreement with the end results.

You gquote statistics like s supposed authority. Your comments are not
germane to the evidence gathered.

Mr. Webster, Director of the FRI, gets my vote of econfidence and as far
as I'm concerned any elected official who accepis woney under any pre-
tense other than his paycheck and legitinate expenses is guilty of the
worst kind of crime. Betrayal of the public trust, Mr. Bditor, is what
most citizens sre upset about. Go out on the street and ask the avarage

citizen what he objects to and you will discover that he or she is totally

against untrustworthy political people of all levels, and at least M¥r.
Webster is trying to do something about the problem that we all sugpected
but no one but Mr. Webster had the guts to do something about. That's
more than can be sald for Fat Jack.

4th Degree L,*’ Q
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FOR mony months the Americon public hios beon tracted 1o
haie-rgising drama through the courtety of o government
agency. The curtain raiser hay filled many foscinating news
segments on television and in the sther media,

The dramo has ol the intrigue of o Jomes Bond mavie. The
atiors are gevernment employees and the hroad outlines of
the script were prepared by o government agency. The
drarnatic series is titled ABSCAM.

The production was the work of the Federal Borsau of
Investigation. The plot was simple. Dongle cash belore
elected officials fo test whether a $50,000 payoff will secura
some promise of political fovor. The secp opera involved the
rental of v swonk Washington, DLC., home elaborately
equipped with secret comeras and recording devices; loxusi-
ous hotel suites, o plush 62foat yacht and an extensive cost
induding about 100 FBE agents.

The resulis were anything but complimentory to Congress
or comborting tothe public which chose certoin oHidials. The
felevised scertes of congressmen stoffing meney inte their
pockets and using o wotabulary characteristic of Xorated
miavies was ot edifying. It certainly dramatized the danger
of electing officials on the basis of chorisma and promises
rather than on character and performance.

But the entire ABSCAM speration roises sedous guistions.
Should the FBI pour its resources into such an effon? Are there
more pressing prisrities? I the whole idea of devising
henesty fests for officinls and citizens good pelicy? Does the
garne approach official entrapment?

The FBI is responsible for enforcing federal Jows, 1t has
7,400 special agents and sparates on a budgst approaching
%1 billion,

Under longtine director J. Edgar Hoover FBl emphasis wos

on espioncge, bank wbberies and organized crime, Since

Witliom H. Webster bacame bureau chisfin 1978 ithos given
prominsnce 1o soalled whitecollur crime, ABSCAM wo
part of this new oifensive,

But while the FBE was focusing its energies an ABSCAM the
reuniry experienced the shorpest rise in gime in four yeors,
The latest annugd statistics relensed by the agency show that
erire rose by 9.1 %. Violent crime wos up 119, Fosible repe

" increosed by 14.2%:; robbery by 12%:; agyrovated assault

by 10.1%:; and murder by 9.3%. At the some firme aereshs for
such crimes foiled 1o keep up with the rise in crime stalistics,
Asrests increosed by only 3%, Noormests weremnde in 73%
of the rohberies; 6% of the motor vehicle thefrs; 5% of the
burglories; 819 of the lorceny thefts; 52% of the fordble
wmpes; 415 of the cggrovoted mssoults; and 27% of the
murders.

The rising esime rate is anything but sncovraging. A receny
report on crime sponsored by A-T-O Inc. pointed o gloomy
piciure of a U.5. ditizenty parolyzed by feor. The study was
based on interviews with more thus 1,000 rendomly
sefacted people.

The fedr of crime is oloomingly pervasive, offecting ’sha
young and the old, the peor ond the offluent, men ond
women, the roral ond the whon This pervasive feor is

changing the American people from an opes, gratious and

generous wociety Tnte @ dosed, distrusthil ond constecied
society, acording to the study.

‘gavernment femplotion fests.

-

Do we want a Federal = -
~ Bureau of Instigation?

In view of the alarming increase in vislend erime and the
dreadful effect this is having en seciety, why does the official
feders] agency instituted to fight arime spend its resources en
ABSCAM excapodes? Sheuld the bursay Instigate as well oe
invesligale crime?

LS, Disteict Courd Judge John PoFullom bas said "Nel” 1s
the lost questisn and has overturned the conviction of twe
ABSCAM victims. Twe members of the Philadelphic City
Council were found guilty of sxtartion by a feders! jury, But
Eulfara, who prasided ot the trial, reviewed the verdict and
cverdumed it He dedared the FBI had ovensiepped the
bounds of propriety. “The evidence estabilishes entrapmen,”
ke stated.

“Ne one who hus viewed the videotoped evidenve i this
case would aveid frelings of distress and disgust of the cross
beheviar the tapes revealed. The jury’y verdict represenis a
natural human resction to that evidence,

“Bus, in the fong ron, the ights of all citisens net 1o be led
inte erimingl nclivity by governmental overreaching will
remain secure only so long o the tourls stond recdy te
vindicate those righis in every cose.”

Whether or not the judge’s dedision will be sustained on
eppecl remaing o guestion. Some curtent instructions o the
juey define erdropment s on instonce in whith low.
enforcement officers have “induced or persuaded on unwill-
ing person ta carnmit an unlowdul oct.” But these Instructions
ehen poing eut that “where a person is predispoed fo comumit
an offense — that i3, reody and willing to vielnte the law
—the foet that geverament agents merely afford on opper-
tunity for himto do o does net ranstitule entrapment.’’

The whole gquestion of templing people inte «ime is
tauchy, One paint is how big should the temptation be. In
ABSCAM the rash bait opparently was fimited to $50,000,
And someindividvols indead refused the bait. But suppose it
wete raised fo $100,000. Then to $3500,000. Then ta $1
million. Parhapsio $10 million: &n old maxim tays: ¢ mon
resists tempiation it generally is ot becouse he s strong but
becouse the templation Is weak. Is it really in the public
interest for the government fo run o testing fob fo see how
much femplation cifivens can withstand? Do we wont o
Federal Bureass of Instigution?

Ansiher delicate Issue is whe should be selected for the
The FBI insists that the
ABSCAM victims fell naturolly into Hs nat because they had
underground repulations for accepling bribes, But once the
snticement puiifern is sed it easily could be steered toward
political spponents. This hos become tha standord proceduw
in totalitarion regimes.

Temptation started in the Gorden of Eden when Sotan
dongled the “opple of knowledge' before Bve, in the Lord's
prayer Christians plead with their Heavenly Father not te be
led info tempiotion. K weuld seem thot o government,
allegedly conterned with humon rights; could grant citizens
the some fovor and not dongle before them the olluring
apple tonceived by the evil genius of hell.
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Please send me whateer infcrmation Yyou aresallowed

to rdease on iEboik¥x the ABSCAM investigation:
(L) How selected--

(2) Total number of investigations

Eon T
(3) Criteria for selection.

-Thank you,

.
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r . ABSCAM and Temptation

As one who served for over 35 years
with the Federal Bureau of
Investigation, | am shockedat the
February editerial, “Do we.want a
Federal Bureau of Instigation?”

You allege entrapment by F8l agents
but do not mention that the entire
activity in ABSCAM was approved and
constantly monitored by high officials
of the Departiment of Justice and by FBI
Director William H. Webster, himself o
former federal judge. You cite one
instance where U.S. District Judge John
P. Fullam overturned two convictions
" for alleged entrapment of ABSCAM
., victims, but you do not list the other

ABSCAM cases. - :

I feel the FBI should pursue

" vigerously white<ollar crime in order to
prosecute corruption by public officials
wherever it rears its ugly head,
Experience has shown how difficult it
has been legally to root out and
prosecute successfully such corruption
and, therefore, new approaches such as
“sting programs’ by law enforcement
are necessary. They have been very

* successful and in most instances have

* withstood court challenge«

" Your editorial touches on the legal '
- definition of entrapment and notes that
' where o person is predisposed fo :
" tommit an offense, the fact that

" gevernment agents merely afford him
" an opportunity to do se dees net

. tonstitute entropment.

. Common sense says that a public
official imbued with henesty and
integrity has but to say “Ne"” when -
offered o bribe, ;

" . Your editorial olleges that while the
FBI was focusing its energics on
ABSCAM, ihe country experienced its
sharpest rise in erime in four years. You
do not fell readers that the FBI does not
have jurisdiction over local crimes such
. as tape, robbery, assault, murdes, stc.,
unless the crime otcurs on a '
government reservation. Your censure
in this connection sheuild be directed to
-appropriate local autherities, not the
Fal.

Kenneth §. Hoser
Bethesde, Md,

should be anes[e:cs gns 8”:‘{&?9& if he

I just have finished your February
Comment and found it most
interesting.

But Estill don’t have on onswer o
something you brought up.

A jury of 12 good men and women
listened 1o the evidence in a case,
lasting some weeks. With all 12 in
agreement; a verdict wos presented to
the judge, whe overturned the findings
and reversed the verdict. Why should so
many people lose their valuable finte
on jury duty, when a judge has the
final say?

William €. Roche
Java Center, N.Y,

As a former special agent of the FBI |
disassociate myself from the views
expressed in the Pebruary issue with
regard to the FBI.

The article is on insult and offront to
the FBl and all of its employees, both
past ond present. The record of the FBI
in its service in the law-enforcement
field and in its contributions to the
internal security of our country speaks

for itself.
Joseph M. Wysolmerski
Mcelean, Va.

" Asan FBl agent | disagree with the
Febriary Comment..

In ABSCAM, every precaution was
taken to ensure that “entrapment” did
not octur. You speak of temptation and
its evils. Yes, the FBl offered .
ternptation, It is the proper sole of the
FBi to offer “temptation’ in.an
investigation such as this, There was
probaoble cause to offer that
temptation. However none of the
congressmen has established sufficient
probable cause for accepting it.

Possibly the proper role of the EBI
would be 1o prosecute burglars and
robbers and ignere the “fences” wheo
encourage thefts by buying stelen
property. | disagree with that
hypothesis, just as | disagree that the
FBI should act as an ostrich and ignore
allegations of congressional misconduct,
which have o greater impact on our
moral fabric. -

William P. Lawler Jr,
Sovannah, Ga.

No-member of Congress or the
president of the United Siates should
use the defense of "entropment.” Any
member ef the Senate, House of
Representatives or the White House

%here is ne hope for our form of _ .

"

accepts an illegal bribe regordiess of i
the circumstances. ;

L3 N

* One representative orrested in the - - i
ABSCAM operation was Richard Kelly i
from Florida. ! voted for him. | hope he s
goes to jail, To think that a man who . M

represents me would take an illegal
bribe for any emount of money or for
any gain causes me to believe that 5

government. | say more power to the

+FBL. 1 hope thot it weeds out every T
rotten apple in the entire government :
operation. .
r : Wilson C. Stober £

Dunedin Beach, Fla,

The president of United Cement,

Lime and Gypsum Workers &
International Union and editor of our v
monthly union magatine, the Voice, o
hasasked me 1o write for permission to ¥
use in our magaxine your February v
1981 editerial, ‘Do we want o Federal iy

Bureau of Instigation?” : o

It is o fine editorial and we would be
very pleased if you would let us reprint
it - :

Patricia H. Strandt ;
54 Managing Editor, The Voics * R
“r o Noridge, TH, . Ty

After learning some members of
Congress were accepting bribes for
political favers, | am happy the FBI had
the courage ‘to reot them out and cause
them to be brought 1o trial before o .
jury of their peers, which convicted ~ - R
every one of them. T

Attempting to smear the FBI for the
crime wave in America is o distortion of
the purpose of the FBI, which is _
charged with investigation of selected

ederal laws and cannot go charging
off investigating what it desires:

' J. H. Musphy
5 a _ Savanneh, Ge.

35

L

Time and meney were well spent on
the ABSCAM case, because the people
caught had reputations for accepting
bribes. The morality exhibited by our
elected officials influences the morality
of the general public and young people
in particular, We safely can assume.an
officeholder is elected for his promises
and integrity, not for his dishonesty
and greed. By accepling o bribe an
elected official is betraying the trust of
the people who elected him and hurts
all, induding honest politici by
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The individuals convicted in ABSCAM White-collar crime dsmands different  plsces of “qu‘y" from sources other than

 did willingly involve themsslves in a investigative techniques by law- the FBI7 Are they fit to govern us, 1o
situation thay is contrary to U.S. faws snforcement officers thun o sirest pass ous Jaws? Should wse send the S
and contrary to the basic rulos of right robbery, for instance. | om appalled by “kidrow bums” to prison for lessar . .
and wrong. the suggestion that the FBI instiguted crimeos ond abiolve those in high places o :

criminal activity, The FBI provided only

Who temnpted them is actually on mers logal fochnicalities?

w3t

the opporiunity for suspecis.to moke

T RN L gk e W+ T

y itrelevant, be it the FBlor Sutan he fi John C. Moe
! . himself. the first move. Lofo, Maont.
For those truly in tune with the Lord, The American P”P'? are ripped off :
it is not the temptation that is all mere sach yoeor by whna-t.ol'\m gime . |n ABSCAM temptation was not
powerful, but the knowlodge of right than by all the street robbories put dangled in front of ordinary citizens bist
and wrong. , togothar. | hope the FB! and other law- ¢ oHicials who got where they are by

enforcoment agencios conlinue their

 Hiris not the right of the FBI to check  work of ferreting out the crooks In portraying to be above the ordinary in

intellect, creativity, character and

" ‘on the honesty of la cuti . . A
- e Y wmakors, then government ond pmnfu.!mg t_ham integrity. They are o sat on exam ple. f
. who will do it? Prillip | Wiser " . ,
.- P. A. Burek Alpon, Mich, we can excuse such “above ordinary’
Wausau, Wis. . citizens from temptation, then should

R A crook i % diess of who  W® nof excuse him who finds
ABSCAM, which exposed the weok -~ is(::':i ":::;'mh:: ?:;.h:‘;;l:'w temptation in a pretty girl to be roped,

and greedy trash that has infiltrated . a i riscar to be stol
A h handiing of ABSCAM. Any slectad n expensive sporiwar fo be stolen, 0
. Congress, was o h-raalh of frosh gir to o:f?ciallnerho aceopts monno‘;:':‘:’:' any V bank fo be robbed ot o feeble, elderly
those who still believe in honesty, ' ored ther than hi aveheck and person fo be mugged? H o government
integrity and the moral values Instilied ,\/ prefense other thon his puycheck ai ieial i
N {egitimate expenses is guilty of the efficial is not strong enough to resist

by our forebearers. worst kind of trime, betrayol of the temptation why should anyons resist?
The members of Congress invelved in  pyblic trust. . #hary B. Maloy
ABSCAM were elecied to represent ’ : Maywood, N.Y.
thelr constituents in the legisiotive FBI Director Webster is trying fo do :
process, not fo engage in monetary and something aboul the problem thot we In regord jo the question of citizens
moral gymnastics for personal gain. all suspectad but no one but Webster being entropped: You cannot entrap an
What's the difference whether the FBI  had the guts to do something about. honest man. :
usad enirapment or some other low- Earl W, Kurish ’ £ W. Bergquist v
enforcament device? A crook is a crook, ) . Canterville, Ohlo’ Houston, Texas -~ .
and how his “infent te commit’” is : N
_exposed, should be a sacondary All the ABSCAM targets were sver
consideration. 21 and slected officials who should
Goorge M. Burchfield have high standards and be
‘ Huntyville, Alo. jrreproachoble. | think the FBI dida
Whiteellar erime hios bacome s very goo d job in getting rid of these
pervasive for polificians an d undesnrfxbles before they sold us down
businessmen that it is destroying belief the drain. e
. s ward 3, MeGlone

that our seciety is fundamentally fair Bellmors, N.Y.
and just. A society cannot endure ' .
which teaches its people through Having served some 35 years in law
constant and powerful examples that enforcement, | thought mos! :
torruption is to be expected and actions knowledgeable Christians were oware
in the public interest are for the naive.  that crime will not be reduced mersly

in this way, white-collar crime is more

by arresting and imprisoning the
_ damaging thon viclent crime. y 9 P 9

“bums,” those on booze or other drugs;

If these criminals are succassful in the poor and mentally disturbed. These
convincing the courts that ABSCAM and other tejects of a godless and
operations constitute antrapment they uncompassionate secular sociefy
will succeed in making white<collar commit over 50 parcent of the crimes of
criminaly immune 1o proseculion. Such violerice in this country.
immunity encourages crime of all types, .
and is far more devastafing fo our . Greed and materialism, such as
society than lost year's 11% increass in  exhibited by our congressmen, nurture
vielent crimes. the growth of crime. No amount of

K . Maorin C. Gzt money, nd increase in the number of
o ) Comp Springs, Md, policemen alons will reduce crime.

Crime will not be reduced without a

Any US. congrénmcm or other high chongs in Ak alfhwof out society.
elected officinl who willingly takes a é)}?y&gﬂ &\;»ZE/ ty
hefe dnyone who

bribs is @ real criminal and should be does not suspect §

prosecuted to the fullest extent of the that thess congressmen and their ,
law because he violates public trust. associates would have taken the 30
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Congress of the United Stateg
Touse of Vepresentatives
Washington, BL, 20515

June 24, 1981

f/ FEDERADL GOVERNMENMT

L

P Mr. Roger 8. Young

_: Office of Cong. and Public Affairs

. Federal Bureau of I‘nvestigatic&:)

1 4. Edgar Hoover Building - ‘ /;.3; [ <A
£ Washington, D.C, 20535 s ! o 'io ¢ /*;t“ £ s ‘
1 ritlic Keop

: Dear Mr. Young: v.am )

1 have recently receive telephone inguiry fram a
constituent regarding the ke
justifieation for the ABSCAM investigetion, under """,
what authority the FBI was ascting, and how the FBI
selected which Congressmen to target. 1 would
sppreciate an explanation of this matter as soon 8s
possible.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter.

ks K. Coyne, M.C.
IR/ is/i ; \7'83 -
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wiltiam webhstep
fbi building
wash, dc 20535

ny

dear sirs
\
& would 11ke to congradul e
. L ate you on your recent succ
<. < essin Abscam.‘l find that ~
sourds, and «<ries of entrappment

.@g, was totaly stupld and compieteA i%;

1 col cals ’ congresstonat members.
£l : are stpposed to be.in a high trus
G-l '+ o position, L furthermham believe
Y © 7 more of this’ should be done, -
V&”;"'ﬂy also in the ‘areas of drug dealing
/ and pob gontrot.of & sturants
¥30 o 5,/%"
. ) ./’ ' :;‘< ( o e
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Mr William Webster and Staff
Federal Bureau of Investlgatlon
Washington, D. C.

ABSCAM
Gentlemen

I applaud you for your Operation ABSCAM, with you one hundred and one
percent. Who but the ones in question should express criticism of
your organization for uncovering those so-called leaders who aren't
so clean. Wish it could have been broadened to uncover them all, but
those who were caught willing to aggrandize themselves by foul means
will serve to alert any other prospective types of that ilk.

My desire is for CLEAN GOVERNMENT, CLEAN AND HONEST LEADERS. We in my
family were raised to respect authority, to look up to and respect our
leaders. I neither lock up to nor respect the unworthy. Would you
look up to dirt?

The term "entrapment” has been and is being used by and for them in
defense of their dishonest moves. I say this: &n honest man cannot
be trapped into stealthily stuffing his brief case with ill-gotten
cash. He may be trapped into keeping the appointment, but upon learn-
ing the premise that goes with the promise, the honest man would lose
no time telling them to get lost.

Not to crezate more 1n the way of bureaucracy,‘but we can surely use ()
more of this type of "oversighting" and "overseeing'" -~ and I can't
think of a better organization to do it than our Federal Bureau of
Investigation.

Sincerely

,
o
Rt
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