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f -
wo men convicted of ﬂgeﬂal po’ssessmn of dynamite yesterdhy Chambhss at Lhe time of his ar

t denied ship of th -
n Recorder’s Court have appealed lheu fines and iail senténces ::fte %r:f cﬁ;:;e;;is lilljsustgr; ct]{?:e

ircujt Court. . d lat dmitt akn
Robert E. Chambliss, 59, 2505 32nd—av, n; and Jchn Wesley tﬁgspufcﬁ';sanré__;_ffi_ L ,IE

al[,_sﬁ, Gardendale, were given maximum penaltics of $100 and Matl Murphy Jr., attorney for

and 180 rydElYS in Jil by Cagle” and Hal}, predlcted. his
e Earl Lanzner. jeuts would be' freed when their

third man, Charles A. Cagle, !
Rt. 1, Box 205 Gardendale, zﬁiﬁ are but!before & county

as ci»en an deniical sentence . Judge Langn d d ost;
tesday, All three men . were : ;il e Langner foncede “-g S
iarged jointly in'the same’ ¢ase. of the ewdence was p:rcums an|
“a written confession whxch tial; but said he felt there was ‘a
sufficient proof that the three had

‘as introduced as evidence, Cagle’
d State Investigators, Capt. postsessed dynamite without a pe_‘1
mi :

Willie B. Painter and Capt, R, W,
Langner heard the trials with-

_odwm that he saw John Wesley
all take a box from the trunk’ out a jury. None of the defendants
took the stand and the defense

of Chambliss's car on the night of
ipt. 4. . . [allotneys called no wiliesses:
e said he showed Hali. where
chide the case of dynamite in
afdendale. and the investipators ™
were later taken to the spot by
agle. o
+ The three men all with Ku Klux
K'Ian backomuml were arrosbed o d
in the wake of several racial FINED----John W. Hall
bombings including one which s L e
killed four Negro girls as they al—
ided Sunday school. - :
“The three men were freéd on
00 appeal bond.
-+ The three men werg’ arrested :
on the night of Sept 29 a few
hours after Governor George Wal-
Iace made an announcement that
“arrests were imminent” in con-
nection with recent hombings in
Birmingham.
h Confession Told
i Ma] Bill Jones, head of state
mvestlgators. testified that . :
amb]lss admitted to, officers i
the boudht a case of dynamlte B
Sept 4, the morning prior to the
pombmg of Negro Alturney Arl th
‘Shores’ home, L 2
. _Jones quoted Chambh:,s a truck
fHiver, as saying he bought the
fexplosive to blast stumps on, prop-"
erty. where the KKK,_.n}a:ned to,_
e-rect a building. .
* Jones said that Cagle later Iedf
the investigators to an area in!
Gardendale - where 133 Sthl\S of
dynamlte were faund in an open
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‘ n?“BlrrmWam “area men' Jovestigators had festifiad that'Hall told him they took the case
ppaaling six-morlth Jan~sen- Chambliss, at the Lime of hisof explosives to'a Joosied. acaa0on
d-fines of '$100 ‘each fol-|arrest, ‘denied ownershlp “of" the Mockmgblrd 4. _e 'in uard‘e a]e
ng conviction in Recorgler s{dynamite but that three days later and hid it. i
'legal possesawn of dyna- admitted making the purchase. © Deputy Fire, Maréhal W E B
™ =1+ Judge Langner said he realized 1y ~testified . that  n
'ee on $300 appeal bonds are‘mf"it of the evidence was circum- transpgrhnc dynamlte_had “een|
Chambliss, 59, of 2505 —‘mduum hut that he fel theré was issued tﬁ CE;}S Hall or. Cham-
, North; John W. Hall, ,suff1c1ent proof the three had had bhss i :
ar nda]e and Charles Ca |dynamite in their possess:on w1th- K Atf.orney ‘Matt Murphy ;
2, Gardendale. out having a permit. " Who represenled Cagle ‘and 3§
N During the Cagle frial Tues- . also attorney for Hall, ob]ected

Judge Earl Langner im n:ed_,—-m
.v“fmm sentenc?s] o.,l cl;;am_‘ apt. R. W, Godwitieitke [ io admission, of the alleged con”
sialo's  investigation  division |

s and Hall WEdnesday afier guatdeS, - RVESUEALY VL] " TP
i ﬁ?“mﬁt

neting out the same punish- “testified that H “ to d
ent for Cagle Tuesday night. | be (Hall) and Cagle hid a case’ voluntarily, and said Cag!e had

PNone of the defendants took the ‘of dynamite in a wotded area [“eewhreX! without chafge ]

d a@nd defense attorneys calted | the night of Sept. 4. RS hours after his arrest.

80 witnesses. The state introduced a stdned Murphy said ‘a “writ of }‘3‘5935
Tha ctatn

e on an alleged statement | Hall's oral accnunt A

signed by Cagle in which he said] Chambliss and Cav]e were ar-
wsaw Hall take a box from rested b¥ state investigators the
“trunk of Chambliss’ car on’ niaht' of "Sept. 29. Hall was ar-

QD]"M of Sept. 4. ‘ ‘rested later. .

g .
t"‘ g e

based much of its statement by Cagle cmmboratmd corpus to Show cause "h)' Cagle
should not be released had already.

" {been issued before Cagle Ted state
investigators to where the Lyna--
mite was hldden The at_tnrneyl

said the atate was aware of this

rr——re.
4 CAGLE WAS QUOTED as siy-, IN JUDGE LANGNER'S court1 i
Mg he showed Hall where to:  Tuesday might. prosecuting_ at-110F test. by~ Birmingham _palice,
hide the dynamite. Investizators. torney William Thompson addgd but the results haveHMnof begn
‘Stlf]ed that Cagle led them to} a Charge of aldlng and ahetting ' i”ﬂ“e PllhllC i v
.iBe spot where the dyramite was| in illegal possession of dynam;te

ddex. to each defendant:

o Ty, 1

gﬂla} Bill Jones, head of stote! Capt. Godwin testified that Hall
A}

estigators, testified that Cham-&and Cagle admitted attendmv a
iss admitted to officers that"'!‘r!!‘“ﬁ"“'mux Klan rally | at Bessemer
Bhught & case of dynariite’ Sept. 4 and afterward gathered
Sept. 4. at Cash’s Barbecue on Third Ave-
’gJones said Chambliss contend- nue North. That was the night
ed he bought the dynamite to | Newro attorney Arthur thm.
Biast stumps on property where |hofme was hombed.
dghe Ku Klux Klan planned to | pgoy apg cagle said they Iis-
erect a byjlding. tened to a Birn]in"hal‘ﬁ police
ZChambliss also said the man, .. report of the, bﬂmblnu of
i ¥ho sold him the ‘case of ‘dyna- Shires’ homé, CGodwin said:
~mite gave him three loose sticks] “pray said he. left the. restaurant
of “the  explosive, “accofding ™8], 14" grove ‘g * Chambliss™" holise}

) .}'ones !
: ':\Jones said Cagle later led the followed by Cagle .accmdmﬂ' to

Eﬁ!vesf.lgators tp an area at Gar- Godwin, ;- " =i 7

: :lnel:ta;ia xfer‘;hgol:négfnsggkgpg; ?:;2 “0h:riarcgg:ﬁggsf?ui?&’:ﬁgnhouesf //l/

i ng and eonghalf sticks of the Hall said, and he removed a case] - N
e)(plosne were found in a paper of dyl’laﬂ;]t% from the tlunk Godl 4 6 I 3
53‘35\ nearb}’- he Said - ‘?Tnﬂﬁtesglf"%‘ICER SAID‘C:—!‘M;};

| JﬁULLIS PARRISH JR,,attor-
néy” for’ Chainbliss, argued that it}
'had not - been prmed that his

=7 AUy
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llamltf‘ _sentences’

’ : :%Nﬁaw

I } mite”Was found in an open case.)
Fa¥s p 3.3 D
TxerO mll T gnd one-haif StICW

explosive were found in a paper

e]eased On ‘sac}\ nearby, he added. |

Hollis Parrish Jr., attorney
1 for Chamhliss, argued thai it
300 bOn( had not been proven ihat his
£ £ H T
“Two men were convicted; f,l:,f:t had possesion of the dyna
Recorder’s Court today, Investigators had testified that
_y]llegal possession  of {Chambliss, at the time of his ar-
amite and were sen-{Test. denied ownership of the dy-:
. namite but that three days later
gnced to six months 1njadmitted making the purchase.
2il and fined $100 egth=t—fidze Earl Langner said that
Robert E. Chambliss, 39. 2505|he realized most of the evidence
2'1'.|'dr*\\(—‘ North. and John W was circumstantial hut that he
e : feit there was sufficient prool the
all, 35, Gardendale, bath were'ihree had had dvnamite in their
reed on $300 appeal bords, \posaeswum without having n per-
A third man tried on Lhe same, Mit
harge, Charlss-Smelas 22, of Gar- rﬁ Dxtlrzgﬂ \t\heGC?jU]E tl;all Momlay
1Cap odwin of the slate's
endale. received the same sen- 'JD\IC';iI‘J(lU()n division testified thal
ence Tuesday night  He also Hall told him that he rHall* and
osted S300 sopest honid ‘C agle hid a case of dynamile 0
Major Bill Jonew, hesi of the aownuderd area the nitht of Sept

state investigators, testified that 4. the same pight Negro atorney
a 45T U Arthur Shores” horme was bombed,

Chambliss admitted 1o officers N . . U
that he hought a case of dvna The state introduced Geesigned .

mlte on Sepl. . ;.TM"'“ hy Cagle corrohorating

‘JONES SAID Chambliss con-
ended he bought the dyvnamite to
last stoumps on property where
he Ku Klux Klan planned 1o
rect a building

Chambliss  atso said thir the
nan who sold him the case ni
ynamite gave him three Soose
ticks of the explosive.

Jones said Casle later leid the
HVE\tl"dl(H\ n oar o area at Gar-

endale schege 33 ek
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£ Over $5,000 Paid
Out For Victims

Almost 318,000 hus been 1e-
ceived in donations to the Six-
teenth Street Baptist Church;
Memorial Fund, after a Sunday,
-Schoo! bomhing vesulted in thel
loss of six lives tluoughout the
day of Sept. 15
. Funeral and hospital expenses,
‘of victims of the bombing and:
its aftermath paid fc date from’
_the fund total more thun $5000,
thank officials said vesterday.

Donations are still being re-:
ceived for the fund af First Na-
tional Bank and ut Birminghum!
Trust Nuational Bunk. Furnds:
still on deposit amount to $4.-,
327.08. et i

Checks

£omaral oy
IUnCIrds ©hj

wmsned 10 dude anchnde

g foae s Frane
NSeS dur wie 1ol

Negro girls who died in the
bombing und two Negro youths,
who were shot after the bomh-:
ing. Expenses for the six rleaths
totaled $3634.90.

A 8400 hitl at Norwond Clinic’
was paid aut of the fund for
Dennis  Eari Robertson, white
youth hif by hrick as he was
riding a bicvele home. |

Other hospital expenses paid!
out of the fund for boh whites
and Negroes {reated at Univer-)
sity Hospital alter the bombing:

Haveioimiad, to datg, $1607.83.
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c1tys blackest day Blacker
en than the days of the cholera,
PlGue- shortly after Btrmmgl
: rth, when hundreds fell.
pr. t is"day of wrath and warn-|
g_{onowed a day of murderl
" most black, most repre-,
€, most c[u\enm" I‘Dl.ll"\
1t children lay dead, man-
y 10 shcks of dyhamite.

ND THERE \EERE some who
eg God to have ‘mercy on the
of those who 1:)«31";)etra(:edi
“'blackguardly deed, this|
bombing of a church. where chil-j
fren in their fresh dresses and

peat suits prayed.

%ﬁen, women and ~ children

¥psused a minute to pray under

gthe. bright sky of September
gon. Stenographers pansed al

“their typewriters. . Execulives

%d dictalion. Housewives

“IEAEout from (heimabaes,

-z

#%ﬂ&women in parked.cars

-bowed their heads. L
"On the street. shoppers and:
lunch -goers paused. many under.

I‘.he pretense of window-gazing, to:
offer a sient px ayer. 1In restau-
rdnu, and ecafeteria lines, lm-'y'
qmetly prayer, while others went
mto churches.

&

YOU MAY NOT have iedlizori
they were praying.  There wa\‘
nothing ostentatious about it. Most]
piayed, as Christ advised, in se-
aret.  Some  prayed as  they!
walked, .

- And the church bells tolied.
.And as sad chimes floated over
‘the city, some, perhaps, thought
.of the words of the English poet
John Donne, “Never send to
know for whom the hell tolls; it .
to!ls for thee.”. . . “Any man’s
«dea(h d:mmlshes me because |
E.}am involved in mankind.” .. |

v Zhe clt prayed for 60 secondq
at noon i response to &N dppeal

Joush.
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REWARD !
FARING
$80,000

A reward Tuud fei avrest and
mviction of Birmingham's
ymbers was expecied 1o reach
-Q,OOO ‘tudray, within hows after
e~ lastest explo~inn on Birming-
in’'s Southside,

City  Councit Tuesdav officiaily
Ty .

glied appoiniment of four trus-
L

25" of the bomh reward fund.
id estahlisherl di-tribution rules

_regulations
] tees are Dr. John H. Bu-
anan, Amos KRirhv, James 0.

Haley and Reuben Farr, with
sole authority over reward pay-
ments.

ﬁ'he Counci! resoiution allocates
15,000 of the total for arrest anid
anvictiun of those responsitle tor
® bombinz of the Sixteenth
trget <RBaplist Church i w hich
Ar Negro children wéte wilistt
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Admissions”

‘ire Related
By Officers

Charles Cagle
Draws Maximum
Under Laws

One of three men charged :

with itlegal possession of
dynamite during recent
bormbings wos convicted last
night in Recorder’'s Court
here.

Charles Caple. 22 was fined $100

and sentenced to 1x months hard
labor. He posted a $300 appeal
bond and was  veleased.  The

charge is a misdemeancr,

(Citv Judgze Earl Langner con-
victed Cagle on two counts in-
volving the dyramite.

The two other men, scheduled
to be tried this morning, are R. E.
Chambliss, 39, and John Wesley
Hali, 35. Both are charged with
‘Possession of dynamite without a
permit and with aiding and abet-
iy iodhg, illegal possegsion of
ldynamite. S

Dume——testimony
‘case yesterday, a s
said two men told him they helped
hide a case of dynamite in the
‘woods the night a Negra leader’s
home was bombed last month.

Statement Intraduced

In Cagle’s trial, the state infro-
duced a signed statement Cagle
made to Capt. Robert Godwin cor-
roborating Hall's version of what
“happened the night of Sept. 4.

According to Cagle's statement,
the dynamite was allegedly hid-
|den after Atty. Arthur Shores’
iharmne was bombed.

A bomb exploded at a corner
of Shores" house on Center-st late
(that night, touching off a rict in
jwhich one Negro was shet to
ideath. 1t was the second time inn

=) ‘S

ltwo weeks the home had been .

bombed, and came on the day
'Negro children registered for the
first time at nearby Grayment
school.

Cagle’s statement said he went
to a Ku Klux Klan rally the

e policeman !

q...-.-‘...-.s_-f
- . Hidden In Viges.
He said they took it outside
town and hid it jn some kudzu
vines on Mockingbird-ln in Gar-
.dendale.
Defense Atty. Matt Murphy Jr.,
objected strongly to admission of
the alleged coufession. Murphy
questioned whether it was made
voluntarily. He said that Cagle
'had been held incommunicads for
:72 hours after his arrest,
| W. E. Berry, deputy fire mar-
‘shall, testified that no permjt for
possession of dynamite had oeen
issued to Cagle, Hall or Cham-
Cagle and Chambliss were ar-
rested hy state investigators Sept.
29. Hall was taken into custody
two days later.
Birmingham has had mere than
;40 racial hombings since World
iWar II, including that of Sept.
15 in which four girls were blasted
to death at Sixteenth Street Bap-
tist Church.
In passing sentence Judge

-

‘night of Sept. 4 in nearby Besse- Langer said testimony definitely
'mer, where he met Chambliss and established that the defendant is
Hall, Later, the statement said, |guilty of having in his possession
all three went to a restaurant Lexplosives and '‘coming at times
where they ate supper and “sat ‘like these the court feels compel-
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When they left they went to jhar
Chambliss’ house at 2305 32nd-av,
n where, Cagle's statement said,
Hall and a woman who came out
of the house went'to a car parked
there and brought oul” a'box
whichu L awas afraid was dyna- !
mite." ettt . I
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CONVICTEDH-Charles Cagyter!, convicted yesterday by~City Jddgjlé II.
Earl Longner for ilegakssion of dynamite and given 180 days at hard&#39;lo_bor
@us  $100 tine, is dbawing the courtroom  with Alabama Highwoy___ Patro_|

hief All__io  following his cqnviction. Officer W. L. \éhin the Birmingham
E’o ice [SepWotcﬁes%hetwo eave. " K &#39;~ g &#39; g
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ward ?e
National States
The action,

nghts Party.
filed in Field s be-

ri
b Murphy, seel- é
&ﬂQ;yO%nages for each of - "

"“'Q_counts _which are baged-o

. are #35;in ws Sept.
_1j;The statemerite ston- o=
"nds, in afecyged th™=™
tiff  with the crime ofbeing

om| Cited _étsa51s
‘., idia I—tmn

Eers of

jterfere with

- enroreeme
goie  od s, &#39;

. Two white  boys --

a court

- for theg;

dacS%& Orlg nlezn -H

this so~called states;
ights group -- all of themwhitej
alleged conspiracy
order and

to in-

dly obstructing

ﬁd@aesoaw

se rega!mg

h

arrested
and charged with shooting @3-

Q-fparty with an international year-old Negro boy dew  hours

revolutionary Communist_ con-
igpiracydich committed
* *erthr092IWrce

-.-pit furthelalleges that th e
;ai&#39;ticle chargedor intimated
~Fields was anember  of the
E-EQHIHILIFJISI Parhgse "ob-
ectlive a rposet over-
1,j.11_rOw tikederal or state gov-
ifernment bgrce and violence,
land that he knowlingly parti-
gcipatvd in  the r: 92&#39;t>luliamen-y
livities of ~ the Communist  par-
ty knowing-
object or purposes thereof."
yThe suit "seeks-both  punitive

er aegro

and violence | Ih&m@ &#

ghtéi%san@seve raﬁes mmeP

the r092.-&#39;0lutionar}&#39;

agury pﬁnsatorﬂgéamegﬁﬁs Ior

IFields address was listed as
1507 Mims~av.

1! "Courtine of the suit cited
;the following  passage from the

iarticle, d@gving been published
with intent tdefame" the

P RROMARRISEEY Whedses
the roomey fromto fi-l
Ifnance sudmischief-making
hgorganization? Thetimaildi
§seenl toe ripe for the Housei
&#39; &#39;3omAitee can Ac -g
Ltiyities to subpe

li-1scertain Wnﬁ ﬁye orelgnl

fundsihave been coming to the
I8IF1&#39;1II1E?1m-eroun-.

1
&#39;

ey

>-<

_church  was
mbed onSept. 15|B|rm|ng-

arligiesipe’

-*9 . ,
/57 5S&#3Ti=5EFARC

&H#3Q8#30;..

18#39; ~f &H#394. - FY05!
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gljlombers to

BYWGH W. SPARROW
News stafter
MONTGOMERY, Jan. 1l

Ratdic Safety Director area about
9ingo is convinced thatthe the church
bombers of @Birmingham Ne~ have been
gro church last Sept. 15.in  ingsin

151 o F 1" B el

b!&#39;011Shlt0T1"31- iealors
Itmay take time." Lingo
?gld here Satutdziy. rI;Z’:ut the

ig ing that
will eventual-
|_92&#39; hifeak
&#39; c lisevide

a#30L8HaY pegls  that
great big re-

R

as-= bre than
2 '=&#39;=-Q Briai
Ji1_ _{tagoto

. F&#39;>"  BRERA3I&GHEE -EOI
personsw ho
SPQRRDW ¢ a n provide
the necessary  missing links
and | feet certain that sooner
or later the right pi=r.<onswill
talk."
Lingo eiilpliasizerl. . lIS[J. that
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He was charged under fed-
eral laws regulating such
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h "likely they meant real harm to the
. - governor and his family
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| firebomhs to avenge, or protest, or
simply to make trouble has become
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_,.Flveyears ago Souday,
children died in the bombing

AfsaRioteerBhget Baplit
..,192low, Birniingharn minis-
Etérs, have b&#39;een_inxbt-cl
participatein la meym rial
service Sundayin observance
ofxthe fifth anniversary of the Ll
tragedy. .

Rev. John Porter, pastr of |
Sixth Avenue Baptist Church,
said the memorial service was
his own bag,” and that he
was seeking as an individual
to organize the service.

Rev. Mr. Porter also called
on Mayor GeorgeSeibelsand A
the Birmingham City Council
to proclaim Sept. 15 as A
Day of Reme:noranee for
Birmingham.

Though plans are roam-
plete, Rey. Mr. Porter said
the seouitte brobablybe
held in Kelly Ingram _Park,
across from the church.

THEN, A R T CIPAN-TS
will lay wreaths on the steos
of thkurch, at City Hall,
and at the graves Of.the four
girls killed in the bomb_ing.

ThoughRev. Mr. Porter did
not ask official enclorsement
from the ministers, he did not
ask official endorsementfrorn
the ministers, he did expres
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DA views
deathbed
confession

Could reopenl957

unsolved murder

Byrank Sikora
News staff  writer

MONTGOMERY - At the Civil Rights Memo-
rial here  Wednesday. someoneplaced asingle
white rosighe thin sheeihimmeringwater.

The rose rested next tothe name of Willie Ed-
wards, oneof the riae 30 peoplewho died in
the civil rights movement in the Siowihg the
ACBIEROA i Q

The unsolved 1957 murder oi Edwards. 25, an
obscure truck  driver wi&#3%wife and three child-
ren, returned to the fasidiront the revelation
that dormer Ku Klux Klansman reportedly made
aleathbed confession to hisfe dheut case.

Now, the Montgomery Countydistrict attorney&#39;s

office says the casedmild reopened if new evi-
dence found.

Bill Mayer, chief deputy of the Montgomery
County District  Attorneys office. AWednesday
dhiel office IS reviewing the dasge has not
launched anew investigation,

At this point all we knowisvhat we&#3Bped
the newspapers,” he said. However, if get
soore information, then it could be that we
would look at reopeningit.”

Edwards ws&spped Iseveral  white men on
the night of Jan, 23, 1957 and orderedat gunpoint
to jump from the TytEydwyn bridge into the
Alabama River

His body was found three months later in bow-
ndes County.

The widow

dormer  Klan member last week
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Rose adorns Civii Rights Memorial space dedicated to Wiiiie Edwards.

said her husband confessedto ieading six other
in the nightrider murder.

Henry Alexander, 61, died in December 1992,
several weeks  after allegedly making the
statement to his wife, Diane Aiexander.

She also said her husband was an FBI infor-
I"NENI..

Mayer said itis notclear whether Alexander
namedqibeple in theabduction.

"&#39;1&#39;Herdagaldpiestions ago the admis-
sibility in  court," he said, "and We would likely
have to have gudicial inquiry on the issue.This is
dittle  different from gerson teiling police some-
thing from the deathbed.

Morris Dees, director of the Southern Poverty
Law Center and representing Edwards survivors,
has asked the FBI to furnish all documents per-
taining to Alexanders role in the civil rights mov-
rnent, that began inMontgomery whenblacks boy-
cotted segregatedbuses inlate 1955.

The Supreme Court in December 1956upheld a
lower courtruling handedown byfederal judges
Frank Johnson Jr. and Richard Rives, declar-
in% segregationnconstitutional. _

emoving racial barriers on the busesset off a
wave ofbombings anshiping incidentsncluding
the bombingof t%e home ofboycott leaderthe
Rev. Martin Luther King Jr.

Dees saidhe hasbeen told Alexander may have
been involvedin bombingKing&#39;s horiie.

Edwards, whotook nopart in the protest,appar-
ently was picked at random by Klan members an-
gry about the desegregatiororders.

In 1976,anan named RaymondBritt told inves-
tigators thatend several othemen toolpartin
the incident, and Attorney General Bill Baxley ob-
tained indictments against them.

Alexander was one of four men
murder charge.

But :92i10ntgOtnelGircuit Judge Frank Embry
dismissed the indictments because they didt
specify a cause ofdeath. Baxley did not seek new
indictments.

He later said the FBItold him Alexander had
been aninformant in the 1950s,and askedthat he
be dis@msideration."

Another man  who had been indicted in 1976,
William Kyle "Sonny" Livingston, &Montgomery
bail bondsmannow age55, saidWednesday havas
told in 1969 that Alexander was an FBI informant.

"It didn&#8h anythintp me,"he said'l was
never ithe Klan. But | ve been persecuted over
this Edwards! case tor years. | was only 1B when
that happenedind | wasn t therel hungaround
with some people who were in the Klan, but |
wasnt anember.

Britt later recanted and said Livingstonwas not
present when Edwards was forced tump  from
the bridge.

indictedon a
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He said thatwas the first he had
heard of it.

She also, like Diane  Alexander,
said that Alexander had been an FBI
informant.

Morris Dees of the Southern Pov-
erty Law Center in Montgomery is
representing Edwards survivors
and has asked the FBIto open its

files on Alexander.

"The family wants to know how
much the FBI knew about him Al-
exander! and if he was working for
them when this happened,” Dees
said.

Dees said Alexander also was in-
dicted, but never tried, for amumber
of bombings in Montgomery during
the civil rights movement. He saidit
raises questions whether the FBI
was running interference" for him.

Shows, who was a Montgomery
detective in 1957, saidhe stayed in
close contact with FBI agents dur-
ing the turbulent &#3ay5060s.

I dont believe they would have
put anyone up to dmmething vio-
lent," he said. Most ofthe FBI
agents who were here in those days
have retired or have died "

Spencer Robbthe agentioharge
of the Montgomery office, has re-
tired and moved out of the state.

In her statementto Showsin 1976,
Edna Alexander said her  husband
and three others came tothe house
that night in 1957and braggedabout
the event.

They came  lihek, were
laughing and were saying something
about dNegro man making gpass at
a white woman, and | heard one of
them say he will never make a pass
at another white women ...| asked
them, Did ya&#39;all hdhat man
and they said, No, he gust jumped
off the river bridge &#39;

One man named in the statement,
Raymond Bgfteed to testify for
the State when Baxley obtained in-
dictments against them. Britt gave
chilling account of the night Ed-
wards was forced to jumpto his
death.

In his statement, Britt ~ said Alex-
ander was driving and they were
looking for élack man whodrove a
Winn-Dixie truck and had made a
suggestive statementto avhite
woman.

Britt said they saw aruck parked
along Lower Wetnmpka Roadand a



black man was inside. apparently
reading the log by the dome
light. He said the men got out of the
cand approached the truck with
gunsdrawn and told the driver to get
out.

H-_>was forced into the car and

Britt said in the statement:

The driver was very frightened
and pleaded with us not to harm him.

Thediiver wassobbingndbeggingthe railing gachped

for his life. As we approached the
bridge. Blank! and Alexander told
him that we were goingto throw him

in the river if he didn&#36tt us the
truth. also told the driver that we
were going to throw him in the

river."

Etepped

on the bridge andor-

mointed  gun d&dwards  and told

him to "hit the water."

Britt said Edwards climbed onto
off. I re-

member that he screamed on the
way down to the water,” the

statement said. Two fishermen found
the remains of Edwards in mwndes
County three months after the inci-
dent.

The Alabama River had been in

flood stage, and the body was caught
on some low-hangingtree limbs. Ed-

Ln-_=*R#3@riding 3"-8enied [JIH1I&#3%ied 17.-livardsut, slapping him and wards  drivers license was still in the

M .title  &#39;-92iir: ._&#39;m

shnwirighit? about Thci".- ;r.ect them

clothing

That night had beenhis first to
drive for Winn-Dixie; he wafied
in as a substitute for the regular
driver, also black, who made the run
to Sylacauga.

In  1976. Alexander. Britt. Sonny
Kyle LivingstonahD®.  York were
indicted on murder chargesby Bax-
ley, but a statejudgesaidthe indict-
ment did not cite a cause of death.
and dismissedthem.

It was then that the FBI told Ba:r
ley that Alexanderhadworked for
the agencyandaskedfor considera-
tion.
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FBI Director Louis Freeh plans to
order a review of the agency&#39;s
tions in the failed prosecution of Ku
Kdlan members who  in 195?
forced lack manto jumpto his
death from dridge in Montgomery.

The statement, which Montgom-
ery civil rights lawyer Morris Dees
characterizes as carefully
worded," originally was made to
NBC Newsin a segment onWednes-
day nights Kori: newsnmgazinepro-
gl"E1TI&#39;l.

That show united Diane  Alexan-
der of Montgomery. whose dying
Klansman husband confessed his
rolein the 1957 death dwvillie Ed-
wards, and Sarah Salter dBuffalo,
192i.Y., whowas Edwards pregnant
wife when he died. The widmen,
ting together in atudio  with host
Katie Couric, werein tears after
watching asegment on their hus-
bands.

Mrs. Salter said she was relieved
to know, after 36 years of wondering,
what happened to her husband. Mrs.
Alexander said shewas  nervous
about meeting  Mrs. Salter. but it
felt good."

The women s lives were linked af-
[er Mrs. .-ilexander recently wrote
Mrs Salter to describe  what her
husband, Henry  Alexander, said
happened to Edwards. He confessed
that he and others picked Edwards
aandom, accused himof talking to
avhite woman, tookhim to aridge
over the  Alabama River and told
him  tdvit the water." Edwards
jumped. His lway foued
months later

In 1975. Alexander and three oth-

ers were indicted on murder
charges in the case, but charges
were dropped. Officially, the case
was droppedbecause theindictment
didn&#39;t mentgpecific cause of
death.

On behalf of Mrs. Salter and her
three children, Dees has asked
Freehto release all documents per-
taining to Alexander.

Director Freeh has orderedan
inquiry into whether or notanyone
the FBI attempted taintervene" in
the Alexander case, FBI spokesman
Mike Kortan told The Birmingham
News Wednesdaynight.

"The FBI will respond as
promptly as possible to Willie Ed-
wards family for information on the
case," Kortan said.

Iwirs. Salter said she believed at
firstthat her husband may have
simply taken off for California, be-
cause he always wanted to go
there." After his body was found,
she realized he dbeen killed, she
said. -

But| learned the truth, and |
just don& what to say,awhat .
10 dbyit it s ovei
and it s off my mind nowand | kno
tha&#39;sesting, but itis hard,
Mrs. Salter told Ms. Couric.

She said she felt sorry for Henry
Alexander.

I really think that living with so
much guilt giour  mind is the hard-
estthing ithis  worldto do, but in
the end. he had to tell somebody so
they could tell me,” Mrs. Salter
SCti1Cl.

Mrs. Alexander said she admired
Mrs. Salter. "She picked upe
pieces and went on,” Mrs. Alexan-
der said. Mrs. Alexander said she

slept betternow thatshe hashared
ner husbands secret.

Mrs. Alexander toid Bis.  Couric
that her  hometown ne&#39;r~&#3@as:aper
vO2Ttiillg abdlail the money I"m
suocosed tbe gettingor telling
5;;;8- " The _I»l0.~i:goniery . Idt er-
riser reported Wednesday thattele-
vision <hmvs moxMieicers
-would bewilling to pay . -Irs.Alexan-
de? thousands totaik to interview
fie? or receive rights tolilm her
story.

"It wasn&#89;story, it "ras 14.ar.r;:&#39;3
story, and havenot ret ei&#36dined
from anvbodv." .92Irs. .-92le.92saitide.
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EEhurch bombing,

brother

FromStaffandPressReports
.9210.&#39;92i&#39B@&hepR-IER¥  for-
mer Kdlux Klansmanimplicated in a
195%acial slaying said hisbrotheralsohad
claimedheparticipateththel888bing
of a Birmingham church that took the lives

" Soneyantsdviontg oehek

visionstation

esterdaythat his brother,
Henry&#39;?gl

exasdidaimedhe tookpart

says

in the bombingpf the SixteenthStreetBap-
tist ChurclonSept.15,1963.

Alexander said his laother, former
Klansmarwhodiedof lungcancedastyear,
alsoconfessetb thekilling af blackman
bainthemid-1950sThey puthimina
| and rolled him downa hill," Alexan-
der told WSFA-TV. "They drove nails in the
barrel and he wasdeadwhenthey wentto
let him out at the bottom of the hill.

It seemsthat avery few guysin the Klan
did most of the dirty deedsand Alexander
was one of them, said Morris Dees, director
of the SouthernPoverty Law @enter, group
that monitors and opposeghe Klan.

We always knew that {convicted bomber
Robert! Chambliss didn&#3Bgmb the Six-
teenthStreetChurchalone, fredlded. Bo
just seems logical that Alexander was an-
otheratinthatpack." &#39;

SonnyAlexander says his brother also ad-
mitted to being part of a group that killed
Willie Edwards Jr. in 195?,but he says he
doubtshis brother confessedto the killing on
his deathbed. Henry Alexander&#8@sw, Di-
ane Alexander, has claimed her husband
confessedo the killing before he died.

But SonnyAlexander said his brother was
only part of the group that forced Edwards
to jump oft a bridge. He said another man

wasresponsiblefor the actual killing.

"I don&#38ljeve he made a deathbed con-
fession at all," said Sonny Alexander, who
said he granted the interview to clear his
family s name of the Edwards slaying.
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FBI officials  from Washington will be in
Montgomery nextveek tobegin inquiryinto
the ever-wideningcaseof &Ku Klux Klan-
sman whosebrother has implicated him in the

bOmbing dhe Sixteenth Street  Baptist
Church 30 years ago. o
Henry AlexanderBI, who died in Decem-

ber, has beded by family members and
court records  totwo racial murders,  several
ordbings  a snipdent. He hasalso
been identified as an FBI informant.

It beganwhen hiscommon-law wifeDiane
Alexander, told Montgomery television station
WSFA that her terminally ill husband con-

fessed in December that he had tpken in

ah ~Mie8TEH3RHEM

& Edwardsgas foretd

.~ -- DQZ1 gunpoint jomp fromna
&#309; Q gn'tﬂgep It(r?e Aﬁ)abama
River. His body wasfound threemonths later
In anew twist, an older brother, identified
by WSFA as Sonn_928&¥3@@der, said Henrj;
Alexander told him afther incidents, includ-

mg:

giBeing "involved"  in the bombing dix-
teenth Street Baptist Church in Birmingham
on Sept.15, 1963which killed four black girls.

IThe torture murder of @&lack rnanin Cof-
fee County in the 19505; inthat case, the vic-
tim was placed ina barrel in it were
driven, then rolled down aill.

Efforts to reach Sonny Alexander were

5-Z-  '&#309;/22#39;

jgpy Sent :3;; 1199%4:}

To Foil-1Q ...
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unsuccessful. .

Bob Eddy, lead investigator for then-Attor-
ney General Bill Baxley&#3dabe into the Bir-
mingham church bombing in 1977, saidAlex-
ander wasnot @rominent suspect inthe case.

I know of nothingthahnects  him with
the church bombing," he said. There were a
lot of hames andHot
But Im notreally surprised by anything a
Klan megftier say."

In October 1938, Gary A. Tucker, dermi-
nally ill Patient at the \Hospital in Tusca-
Imsa, toldFBI agentghat hehad bombethe
Birmingham church and named actcom-
plice. But an inquiry Istate and federal
agents indicated the claim was full of contra-

dictions and impossibilities. Tucker died in
January 1989.
Morris Dees. founder and chief trial counsel

of peoplequestioned.

for the Southern Poverty Law Center, who is
representing Edwards  survivors, said he
wants to know avhat  point Alexander be-

came d&BI informant. Dees said he was con-
tacted 3Bl officials in Washington, who
wantto tedk  him when they dome  Mont-

gomery nextweek.

Dees said Alexander might have been in-
volved in the Jan. 30, 1956,bombing of the
home of Martin Luther King Jr., who had
emerged asthe leaderof the Montgomery bus
boycott.

Dees saidthere also four Montgomery
churches andtwo homestmmbed the night
of Jan. 10, H0%7, &Klansman who wasar-
rested gave astatement that Alexander was
involved. .

All'this  was before  Willie Ed-
wass killed," be said.

Alexander also was arrested and
indicted on aharge of placing a
bomb at King&#i3Bete did not
detonate, aswell ahooting a pistol
into an integrated busand wounding
a pregnantblack woman.But heas
never convicted.

We&#39;re lookitmthe allegation
about the barrel killing," Dees said.
"But Ithink itis also interesting
about the claim that Alexander was
involved in the Birmingham church
bombing."

In 1976 Alexander and three other
men were indicted as result of
Baxleys investigation on murder
charges inEdwards death.

The indictments were brought af-
ter Alesander&#8&wife, Edna, told
of hearing her husband and other
men bragging about making the
torker jump into the river.



One of the indicted men, Ray-
mond Britt, also gave a statement
about theincident. saying Alexander
led the expedition

The cases wem@wvn outhy a
state judge, Prank Embry of Pell
City, who_ said the cause of death
was naited. - zZV

Baxleysaid recentlyhe Wagold
atttiate by th&BI tAsxan-
derhad beenan informantfor the
agency and said he was asked to

show consideration. &#39;
At the time, Baxley had launched
his investigation ittie Birming-

ham church bombing case.and was
leaning heavily on FBI documents
and assistanceto prepare thase,

which resulted in&#39;Kiansmatgb-

ert Charnbliss @irmingham, going
toprison for murder. - — &#39; &#39;

Both of Alexanders wives said he
was an FBlinformant.  butthe FBI
has neither  confirmed nor denied
tA&xander worked for the

agency.
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By Frank Sikora
Newsstaffwriter
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He was sitting at a table, listening
to someone reading the Scriptures
when suddenly the chandelier
crashed on the table

Almost at the same split second,
there was a boom followed by glass
shattering

James S. Goodson rdells
someone said"

"What happ~~n=:<I"&#39;

And someoneelse replied

"A bomb."

Goodson, now 73, a retired school
principal, wasin the men&&3@day
School class that morning of Sept.
15, 1963. when the Sixteenth Street
Baptist Church was bombed

The historic church, a gathering
place for civil rights rallies in the
springwhenMartin LutherKing Jr,
led marches. had beenthe target of
threats in the past. But dhat
morning the threat blew into a
deadly reality.

"I rememberafter wegotupfrom

W MountCIippiWch Beiow!

losionwas foll
King glass

of brea

the table that everyone was trying
to get out,” Goodsonsaid. We went
to the back door and | remember

seeingthe steps had li#ewn into
devel position and | knew we
couldn&#@9;but that way." Then. he
said, he and the other men. and
Suthrey adults and children who
were in the main part of the church,
beganhurrying out the front door.

There were people everywhere

u police," he said. what
surprised me. | kept wondering how
had the police got there so fast
They already had a rope throwr.
about the place."

It was then that he became aware
that there were probably fatalities.

Four girls died in the blast, and
about 20 other peoplewere injured.

"My car \baslly damaged,
Goodsonsaid. "I had parked in on
the 16th Street side, right where the
bomb had beenplaced."

The ggfot  the bomb was deter-
mined to be against or just under
some concrete steps leading to a
back door.

"I had walked right over it whenl
had arrived at about 9:30 or so," he
said.
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Ella Demand, one of the Sunday

15
9258

Schoolteachers, had suffered a bad mi

cut and Goodson remembers some-
how getting the car to run.

"I was dragging a bumper and
had to wire the door shut, but | got
her to the hospital, he said.

He was there when two of the
girls were brought in, sheetscover-

ing them.

"The deooctdd raise it and
say, DOA. "

16977, Alabama Atty. @Gdh.

Baxley, who had been looking into
the bombing for several years, got a
murder conviction against a Ku
Klux Klan member, Robert Chamb-
liss, then 73.

Although the bombing caused
some members to leave the church,
Gbibdson  belongs.

It did bring a changein Birming-
harn,he said.

White people who had been al-
most afraid to speak to me before
would talk to me and say something
like, I rn sorry aboutwhat happened
at the church. But it was such ater-
rible price.
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racially motivated
bombings

The bombingof SixteenthStreet
Baptist Church was the worst ia
string of Birminghambombingshat
occurred during the civil rights
movement. white  extreniists

Shores was bombed three times as
was Bethel Baptist Church. in oneof
the Bethel bombings.Dec 14,1962,
two infants in nearby houseswere
injured by flying glass About 10
children were in the church re-
hearsing far  Christmas play when
it detonated; none were hurt.

tried to halt bk,-v Jippealfor r" {L1L1i- There were 3? rncialii. trititivatccl

ity
The home of attorney Arthur

bombings that occurred in the city
in the period 19-160963.
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by the Sixteenth Street Baptist
Church bombing investigation Ala-
bama Atty. Gen. Bill Baxley was
ableto bring Georgiawhitesuprem-
acBt Stoner to trial. He was
convicted of bombing the Bethe}
Baptist Church in958. Other bomb-
ings. all unsolved. included

IThe AG. Gaston.92loteh May
1953.
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IThe home of M. King.the
brother of Martin Luther King Jr.

IThe firebombing of the home of
AG. Gaston

IA "shrapnel"bomb that was
discharged alongCenter Streeton
Sept. 25_ 1953. A smaller charge
went off. followed 15 minutes later
by the larger explosive that shot out
nails and cfutch plates. No one was
hurt It wa-i thelast bombing of that
era

Whites. too,who hadtried to bring

about racial harmony, faced threats
in thosss.
Sid Sinyer was 10 in 1963 and

has vivid memories of that trying
year.

His grandfather. Sid Smyer. was

rights groups to try to bring racial
harmony tothe city.

Said the younger Smyer; | think
one ofthe focal points of my growing
up wasthe night we were awakened
after midnight. and still iour paja-
mas, went to rgyandfather s
house where people had cmde

nsnnaigehnEe Qirrnir2gHFRI&H3Z! Yhrown bricks through his windows

be? of Commerce and was one of the
white leaders who had  met with
President Kennedy and with civil

because they hated that he was a
peacemaker, that he was part of a

group thahad donsomething." &#39;
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The voices of four slain girls
demand theikillers be

leaders say,
the bombing

By Frank Sikora
News staff  writer

Hiappbrie -ad. %a¥on

that balmy Sept. 15n 1963.a

Sundaythait be burnedin

13irrninghain&#39;s meffoory
long asthe city stands.

A bombexploded atthe
Sixteenth StreetBaptist Church,
tearing away the lives of four
black girls:Addie Ma&ollins,

14;Déch&ar, 11; Carole
Robertson, 14and Cynthia
Wesley, 14.

The four were in the womené&#39;s
lounge othe |6o@r when
the bomb detonated.

Now, 30years havegone by,
and the church pausesto
remember those who died \&nhd
wonderonceafjain new
information could  surface to
bring moresuspect#ace

murder charges.
The FBI launched amassive
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investigation in963 buhadeno
arrests.

Thenin 19?7, Alabama
Attorney General Bihxley
obtained andictment  against
Robert Charnbliss, 73, &lan
eETber the 19205 with a
reputation tor violence.in
November of that year, gury
returned guilty verdict against
Chambliss.

Investigators saidChambliss,
el in prisonin 1985did not
act aloneand likely was aidedby
three or tour other Klan
members fperhaps more -as
the hoasb set sometime

dheng predawn houd§ Sept.
15

BAPBOMB

52
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Sonny Alexandessaid hisbrother HenrnA1-
exander, 61who dieddfing cancer inrDecem-

s Satrian fliads o 2NnG NRRLETSZ k40, Digz 3= 1-m-m.~

church bombiagd otheriolent acts)cluding
the murder of Montgomery truck driver Willie
Edwards and an unknown black man in Elba.

Edwards wasibducted anthade tgump from
a bridge into the Alabama River.

The Elba man was placed in darrel
spiked with  nails; the barrel was rolled down
hill. The man died, the brother said.

Hemy Alexander has been identified as an FBI
informant.

The latest  revelations about ~ Alexander have
brought new calls for aeopening of the church-
bombing case as well as dook at the Montgom-
ery and Elba cases.

The Rev Abraham Woods president ofthe Bir-
rningham Chapter of the Southern ChristianLead-
ership Conference,said that even though30 years
have passed,the horror of the bombing demands
the casebe reopened.

I think what Baxley did was good and com-
mendable," he said, but it was just the tip of the
iceberg. The blood ofthose little girls is still cry-
ing behindthe altar, How long Mow long?As
long as this case is not completely solved and
there are perpetrators of this horrendous act at
large, Alabama is going havealack eye.

When | first heard aboutthe deathbed confes-
sions inMontgomery. | became hopefulthat some
revelation will be made aboutthe church, and
justice can take its course andseek toprosecute."

that was
a

Dees promises probe

Morris Dees, founder and chief trial counsel of
the SouthernPoverty Law Center in Montgomery,
who is representing the Edwards family, said
there should be another investigation of the
church bombing.

"I think there is enough smokeout there that
you needto lookfor fire," he said.

Dees said earlier probes into the church bomb-
ing revealed gossible Montgomery link.

It seeld logical to me for the Ktan  get
people out of Birmingham who would not be as
easy to track,” he said."Alexander had plenty of
experience. There were four churches bombedin
i92-lontgomery, arglansman made astatement
that Alexander was involved."

also curious about the tie be-
tween Alexander and another  FBI informant,
Gary Thomas Rowe, who livedin Jefferson
County during the 19605.

We know that Gary Thomas Rowe was a
friend dklexander&#39sg"said.

Rowe, whowas activein a Birmingham KKK
unit, was riding in &ar with three other men in
1965 when shots were fired that  killed awhite
civil rights  activist, Viola Liuzzo of Detroit. He
became the chief witness in dederal court case
in which the other three men were convicted of
violating Mrs. Liuzzo s civilrights.

After serving prison terms, two of the Klan-
smen said thatRowe hadfired shotsat the
woman. in 1978,d owndes County grandjuey
turned anurder indictment against him, but US.
District Judge  Robert Varner dismissed the
charge, sayingtoo muchtime had elapsed.

Dees said he

Rowe saw Chambliss

Dees said he once took astatement from Rowe
about KKK violence and asked him about the Sat-
unidgoy before the bombing of Sixteenth
Street Baptist. He said Rowe told him he was rid-
ing around the streets of Birmingham and saw
Chambliss andother Klansmenriding about.

"That seems odd to me that Rowe would just
happen tbe  out riding around that night," he
said.

The original FBi investigation, which included
Birmingham police reports, revealed that the
rofht Sept. 14, 1963, wasactive in the down-
town part of the city.

There was a KKK 1&#39;! liJIt1l t {itl:3 thtoeigh
streets, which  required a police presence. Later,
around midnight, aaller said @omb had been
placed at alowntown motel. Police were dis-
patched to the site.

It was lditermined by state investigators
thatthe activity was aliversionary tactic to
draw police patrols from Sixteenth StreetBaptist.

Bob Eddy, the lead investigator in Birmingham
for Baxiey, said he believes the probe was cen-
tered onthe right people.

| thought the case was solved,although there
were others  involved, he  said. We had the
names afther  suspects. But we didnt have the
strong evidenceweeded to goafter them."

He said Alexander&#39;s measenotprominently
mentioned inthe Birmingham case.
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Eddy said he feels that one day some of those -
who tookpart may come fortrto cleartheir con-
sciences. --
"I think it&#39;s doitake aleathbed confession
or_geal change ofheart by these individuals, _he
said. -

Conspiracy assumed &#39;.

Jefferson County Circuit Judge Art Hanes Jr.,
who defendedChambliss, saidit was always clear
that more than oneperson wasnvolved. .-

Ive never heard of this Alexander fellow, ._he
said. "But | supposeanything is possible. During
the trial, Chanibliss had always maintained he
was innocentyut with every passinglay, per-
sonally believe he wasguilty." .1

In Washington, D.C., John Kundts. supervisory
speciai agent in the FBI&#39;s poffsse, said the
agency hasnot preparedaesponse to lastweel-i&#39;s
allegations aboutthe Birmingham church. ji-

There are rfederal laws pertaining to murder
except daderal  properties, andcivil rights stat-
utes expildter fivgrears imost cases. :1

In earlier  statements, the new FBI  Director
Louis J. Freeh ordered the agency to inquire into
the Edwards case as to whether anyone inithe
FBI atteriipted timtervene on behalf of ssuspect
in astate murder case in Alabama ithe 1970:."

Freeh also said that the agency will respond to
requests from the Edwards family about the
case -

Kundts said the agency is responding in part
because ofreports in the press. _

-Xicrzziniier isnot the first dying man who
claimed Llpart  the bombingof the Birininghairi
church. In 1988 GaryA. Tucker, aNalker County
truck driver. told FBI agents he had been the
bomber, and named an alleged cohort. But the
agency said his story was fabricated and fuil of
inconsistencies &#39;

Jack Shows,who headedBaXley s investigative
unit in Montgomery, said lmasding are diffi-
cult to prove, andcases thatare old are more so.

Alot of the people responsible are probably
dead," hesart SO aresome witnesses." e_&#39; -

Eddy added, You have to remember that 25or
30 \agws we didn&#39p theforensic expertise
we nowhave. | fthend  big problem is that after
soany Yyears, peoplean&#39;t remanerde-
tails They remember something taking place,

but they can&#39;t rememiveen Memories are
blunted by time." &#39;

NEWS FIEEHOTC
Fire ghters search rubble in basement of church.
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Working toward justice .

38r.M.i.t<@ ares I H

15,1963
i have vivéanories
of the bombing ofthe Sixteenth Street Baptist Church.

of hearing on the radio the news

to stand as a
dbese,

Now, in my 46th year, that emrinues
major turning  pointin Hife and, in areal
beginning of my adulthood.

I was a senior at West End High School thatfall. The city
was in turmoil and my school, along with Graymont and
Ramsay. became the first three ithe  Birmingham school
system to become desegregated.

Much has changed dimae tumultuous time 30 yearsago.
In many ways our city is mdrae, more just, and more
complete because of the growing, if grudging, acceptance of
our racial diversity. Needless to say,however, racial justice is
still aistant goal for us.

Ours is aeautiful city, gritbed talented and skillful

| Copy

mdaly

residents. In our early days we became knownas "The Magic
City because of our industrial promise and quick growth.
In gagre recent days aaumber of us l=oreght to help

maanent kind of magic.

Ita stice Interfaith Committee, or
MAJIC, Was formed earlier this year as an interfaith and
biracial committee  of religious leaders and lay people
committed to strengthening our community, especially in the
areas ofracial and economic justice.

We initially came together at the time of the heightened
community tensions caused by the federal investigation of
Mayor Richard Arrington, the Los Angeles riots after the
Rodney King case, and the Skinhead murder of a homeless
man in our community.

Many will remember the real senseof dread and uncertainty
in the air during the unfolding of thoseevents.

We wanted then, as we seek now, to enable people of faith
with.a common commitment to justice to have notonly a place
to standin crisis,but anongoing vehicl®r reflecting on and
working in the area of justice. The hope isto do that before
another crisis  arises. .

Our initial gathering was avorship service at the downtown
First Presbyterian  Church in eddy. Our theme was
Remembering Our Pastand Claiming Our Future." We

if 7 35&#38r ~/3
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shared in an interfaith worship serv-
ite of prayer. promise, and reconcili-
ation We soughtttift wgnd  affirm
the various healing promises" that
we share inour many falli-
tions.

In response tothat event, more
than 10@roups andhdividuals have
joined MAJIC and committed them-
selves to pursuing a more just com-
rfamnity all

Our membership is varied Itin-
cludes representatives  from the
United Methodist ~ Church, the South-
ern Christian Leadership Conference,
the Roman Catholic Church, Greater
Birmingham Ministries. Temple
Emanu-El, the  African Methodist
Episcopal Church, the United
Church of Christ, Clergy That Care,
the NAACP. the Southern Baptist
Convention, the Southern Organizing
Committee, the  Christian Methodist
Episcopal Church, the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America, the
1&#39;nitarian Churctthe National Bap-
tist I"ol".ventiori. andthe Episcoplil
Cliiirch. Our hope is that many other
groups will be added, along with in-
terested individuals.

In the meantime, we are seekingto
be faithful  tothe call of justice and
tolive outthat faithfulnessin the

The damage 30 yaagws

Baptist.

City welave, city endowedith
much rich symbolism in the crucial
areas ofhuman relationshipsnd so-
cial justice.

MAJIC wants tprovide  an on-
going forum for the responsible dis-
cussion Of community issues that
have an impacton the diverse com-

munities of Birmingham. And  we
wantto promote active, reliable
ways for concerned groupsand indi-
viduals to respond.

My personahope fotthe futureis
that We have no more digs that

tragic Septl5 ofong ago.
One wayto ensurethat reality is to

strengthen brehden aeepen

the work of M.»92.1ICin the days

ahead. _
Woné&#39jbiyous"

NEWS FIIEHOTL.

HBixteenth Street
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FaistorChurchdoesn t™-

E :Fé t,

want to reopen case

By William C. Singletonlil
Post-HeraldReporter
Birmingham civil rights leader Rev.
ANcattEm says justice demandsthat
the bombers oi Sixteenth Street Baptist
Church be brought ttrial.

But the church&#38pgent pastor, Rev
Christopher Hamlin. says thleurch has
little interest in reopening the case, which
netted the conviction of one Ku Klux
Klansman but is believed to have involved
severalotherpeople.

Hamlin said that many members of his
congregatiare notinterestedn another
investigationmracid forcethemtore-
live the eventsof that terrible night,

The church in downtown Birmingham ob-
serves the 30th afniversary  the Sept 15,
1963bombingB#39; ur y&#39;  on
the heels cent revelations linking a
other nsmanto the bombing,

he brother of Klansman Henry AIexan-

ré |n|ei |nclud he bo ngof y
kan Iﬁ ﬁb rw‘n‘sﬁlrucl-

Submitting@&ite

ICI
rlver Willie Edwar WhOjva forced to
JumpoffabrldgentotheAIabamR|ver|n
1957.

Theonly convictiorin the churchbombing
came in 1977,when a jury found Klansrnan
RobertChamblisgyuilty of murder.Chamb-
liss died in prison in i985.

But then-Attorney General Bill Baxley
had difficulty obtainingFBI informationto
build casesagainstothers who may have
beeninvolved in the fatal bombing

1515:35%b r/
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Baxley did meturn  calls to his office.

FBI agents were scheduled to arrive in
Montgomery yesterday to investigate Ales-
ander s connection to Edward&#3@esath.

Many doubt Alexander&#88ngession.Jack
Shows,an investigator for Baxley during the
bombing probe, said the state investigated
Alexander Spossiblepart in the bombingbut
foundnothing linking him to the scene.

NDees, founder of Southern Poverty
Law Center,is also skeptical.

We khatv Henry Alexander viras
dicted fbombing  black churches iMong-
tomery, Dees said. | think that he scon-
fused aboutwhich church bombing."

Dees, however, wants to know Alexanders
involvement with the FBI. He believes that
the agency Snetworl-zahformants  could
have thwarted the Birmingham church
bombing case.

Dees said Baxley told him that the FBI
discouraged him from pursuing Alexander
becausehe wasonedheir top informants.

if he Alexander! was a paid informant
with the FBI and they were aware dll
these crimes he committed!, | want to
know," he said.

A FBI representative in Washington said
the bureau does not comment on pending
cases.

Bringing additional conspirators in the
church bombingto justice may not accompl-
ish anything &8ter years, Hamlin said.

"If there&#a%sne else who shared in the

bombing of Sixteenth Street, they re up in
age and | don&#B86w what it would do other

than to say, yes, we know these peoplewere
involved,” Hamlin said.

Sbh-rteSitbBaptist  &t530

Sh-clhAverv.ieNor Ih.hasorga izedas
of eventsoornmemdratinthe Sept 15,
1963,churchbombinghatkiied four
black giris. The observance started
Surday.Thesearethe remainingvents

p Sdteduledhisweek;

I 1 Wednesday 7:30 a.m., Interfaith

PrayeBreakfasit Sixteentfitreet

| Baptlslponso ommunity
Affairs Committeeof OperationNew
1 BioMiBgttag? am. church

bellsaround the city will rif@22
a.m., moment of silence in
i remembrance of Addie Collins, Denise
_ McNarr,Carole Robertsonand Cynthia
i Wesleyioonbrowrbagseries
storytelling!at the BirminghamCivil
Rights institute; 7 p.m., discussion on
The EconomicPerspectivefor the
TwentiethCentury"”
I Thursday  noon, brown bag

late

series at the BirminghamCivilRights r

Institute; 7 p.m., interfaith Unity
Mernorialand Community Worshipwith
guest speaker William Gray Il
executivedirector of the UnitedNegro
CollegeFund, Magic City Boys Choir
also to be featured; Academy of Fine
Arts inc. is co-sponsoringthe event
| Friday noon,brown bag series,
"A Historical Reflection of Sixteenth

, StreetBaptistChurch";7 pm . youth
nightand town meeting.
| Saturday noonté p.m.,Family

Day at Kellylngram Park
SourceStxteerrBtreeBootsC"urch

Woodspesident the SouthernChristian
Leadership Conference&Badmsngham chap-
ter, has a different view.

This case will i resolved until those
other participants are brought to the bar of
justice," he said. It bothers me that there
has not been a concerted effort to do that.
The name of Alabama needs to be cleared.”
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Citymarks30thanniversamgfhurch bombing

Byilliam  C. Sihgleton
Post-Heral&eporter
BirminghamIpadeesl yesterday
to remember the four girls killed ia ra-
cially motivated bombing at Sixteenth
Street Baptist Church Ill] years ago.

Blacks and whites. politicians and vot-
ers met at the downtown church at L530
Sixth Ave North for an interfaith  unity
service and breakfast Gov. Jim Folsom
and other politicians and community lead-
ers attended Birmingham-area civil
rights leader AbrahamwWood<hallenged
the state to reopen the case and bring to
the bar of justice" those involved in the
CI&#39;IITi-.

Ku Klux i-{lansman Robert Chambliss
was convicted in 19?? of murder in the
church bombing that killed Addie Mae
Collins. Carole Roberison Cynthia Wesley.
all I-1. and Denise .92ic.iair, 11 Several
other peopleare believed to have beenin-
volvedin the bombing hamblissdiedin
prisonin i985

Rev. Chnstopher Hamlin. Sixteenth

Street&#QMent pastor, said members of
the church have no desire to reopen the
case.

Woods said, however, that ‘_‘maybe the
restof youare readyto pushit underthe
rug. But I m notready to dothat."

He challenged Folsom to back such a
push. Afterwards, Folsom, who was ap-
plauded ior removing the Confederateflag
from atop the state Capitol, said he fa-
vored reopeningthe case.But Folsom also
said the decisionis up to Attorney General
Jirmrily Evans

Church bells tolled around the city at
M2 the time of the church explo-
S1051.

Officials recalled the bombing and how
it reshaped the way Birmingham resi-
dents viewed racial discrimination.

Birmingham City Councilman Eddie
Blankenship pointed to the renovation of

Kelly Ingram Park, which features sym-
bols of the civil rights era, and the new
Birmingham Civil Rights lastitute tes-

Copy Sent
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taments to the importance of remem-
bering the city s past.

Folsom said the state needs to cast off
those negative images and move forward

to building understandingbetweenall Ala-
bamians.

RodneyMax, representative of the Co-
alition Against Hate Crimes, said the ha-
tred that led to the killing of the four girls
still exists. He pointed to the April 18.
W32, slaying of a homelessblack man by
white skinheads.

We all must play a role in defeating
this menace of hate," he said.

Lawton Riggs. co-chairman for the
Metro Area Justice interfaith Committee,
a group committed to racial reconcilation
amongclergy,saidhe wasonceblind and
deaf to the hurt causedby the bombing. |
did not see the pain, did not hear the
cry," he said. But the minister who seeks
to start an integrated church downtown
said, God has used the suffering of this
city toopenmy eyes. Godhas usedthe
sufferingof this city to openthe eyesof
many.
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