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RECOMENDATION:

who has extensive knowledge concerning
caseT_�§s�EV:Tuated the request of Mr. BAXLEY and it is felt
that, in the admitted absence of information other than - <
what was furnished to him by an informant in 1971, compliance
with his request be resisted. Mr. BAXLEY declined to
elaborate on the nature of his informant&#39;s information and
was generally vague in providing a basis for conducting i
additional investigation, other than to state that with the
passage of time an atmosphere of cooperation may have s
developed in which certain individuals may be willing to ;
provide information concerning this matter.

s As to the individuals on whom Mr. BAXLEY requested
information  see page 2 of LHM!, with the exception of the
unidentified Birmingham Police Lieutenant, the files of the F.B
Birmingham contain numerous references, inasmuch as during
investigation of this case they were contacted because of 7
their association or affiliation with individuals who, because
of their background or other reason, might have knowledge
concerning this matter. It should also be pointed out that
considerable information developed on each of these individuals
could possibly have originated from confidential sources whose
position in the community and in some instances personal safety
are contingent today on maintaining the confidentiality of the
information furnished in this matter. For this reason, the
Bureau may desire to have an official personally discuss this
matter with the Civil Rights Division, Department of Justice,
in order to insure that the Bureau&#39;s interests are fully
protected.
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-  UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
, - .s;!
%h:_n5 FEDERAL BUREAU OFINVESTIGATION

In Reply, Paw Refer =0 Birmingham , Alabama
Hana April 29, 1975

RE: UNKNOWN SUBJECTS;
BOMBING OF SIXTEENTH STREET

BAPTIST CHURCH,
BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA,
SEPTEMBER 15, 1963.

gW__BOMBING MATTERS

For the information of the Department of Justice,
Attorney General WILLIAM J. BAXLEY, State of Alabama,
Montgomery, Alabama, at his request, was contacted on April
21, 1975, by the Special Agent in Charge, F.B.I., Birmingham,
Alabama, at which time Mr. EAXIEY advised that his office
had information from an informant which he felt justified
additional inquiry in captioned matter. Mr. BAXLEY declined
to identify the informant and indicated he desired that the
results of certain investigation conducted by the F.B.I.
during its exhaustive investigation in this matter be made
available to his investigators for use in pursuing his
informant&#39;s information. He also indicated that Agents of
the F.B.I. could participate in joint investigation with
his investigators, but, whether or not F.B.I. Agents did
participate, it was his intention that investigation would
be conducted as a result of information from this informant.

It should be noted that during April, 1971, Mr.
BAXLEY contacted the FBI, Birmingham, shortly after he was
elected to the office of Attorney General for the State of
Alabama, at which time he indicated that one of the great
aims during his term as Alabama Attorney General would be to
solve captioned matter. At that time he indicated that his
investigators had been in contact with a source and that this
source could possibly provide information concerning captioned
matter. Mr. BAXLEY would not identify this source or the
nature of the information that the source could possibly
provide. At that time he requested the results of several
interviews of individuals suspected by him of involvement in

This document contains neither
Pesemwsndations nor eanclnsions of
�° *�*- It is the property of

the FBI and is loaned to your agency;
if and its contents are not to be
distributed outside your gggngy,

ENCLU;5URE /I: 7»/�e? 5&#39; &#39; /79.}-F
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RE: UNKNOWN SUBJECTS; 4-29-75
BOMBING OF SIXTEENTH STREET BAPTIST CHURCH,
BIRMlNGHA¥l ALABAMA,�9�l57§3.,g __g_ g_W _

this case, along with results of considerable F.B.I, investigation
as to the gathering of evidence, identities of individuals
developed from investigation as being in the Birmingham area
during the period of the bombing, and to review results of certain
F.B.I. polygraph examinations conducted during investigation of
this case. After making this request, Mr. BAXLEY was informed
that inasmuch as this case was under active investigation at the
time his request was being referred to the Assistant Attorney
General in charge of the Civil Rights Division, Department of
Justice. Mr. BAXLEY did not pursue his request further at
this time.

During an appointment with Mr. BAXLEY, on April
25, 1975, it was determined that he was in possession of no
additional information from the informant that had not been .
available to him in April, 1971. It was his feeling that with
the passage of time certain individuals who had been previously
interviewed by the F.B.I. may be inclined to broader or
with law enf

ation

was informed that lt should be borne vast
majority of the F.B.I. investigation, including interviews with
many individuals, was conducted in some instances over ten years
ago, and that considerable difficulty might be encountered in
reconciling information provided by these individuals to the F.B
with their current recollection. Mr. BAXLEY seemed determined
in proceeding ahead in order to fulfill his original goal of
solving this case during his tenure as Alabama Attorney General.
He requested that the results of interviews with the following
individuals be made available at this time:

.1

2
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RE: UNKNOWN SUBJECTS; 4-29-75
BOMBING or SIXTEENTH s&#39;r BAPTIST cauacn,

W ainnnsamgg ALA"sm~nL9- - . p

of 7
he files o

c!!!Lin Aumerous references on each of the above individuals,
inasmuch as during investigation of this case they were
contacted because of their association or affiliation with
individuals who, because of their background or other reason,
might have knowledge concerning this matter. It should also
be pointed out that considerable information developed on
each of these individuals could possibly have originated from
confidential sources whose position in the community and in
some instances personal safety are contingent today on
maintaining the confidentiality of the information furnished
in this matter.

Mr. BAXLEY claimed that any investigative reports
provided by the F.B.I. would be available only to authorized
investigators of his office. Mr. BAXLEY was advised that his
request would be referred to the Qivil Rights Division,
Department of Justice for appropriate action.

3*
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UNITED STAT; JC RNMENT *

&#39; Memorandum 1

TO = Mr. W. R. Wannall
I I!

� I� I -

FROM : Q -
/~5 &#39; *�92,

Hr

sum£cT=iBAPBOMB �
,92_n _i.

- Mr. N. P. Callahan
l - Mr. J. B. Adams

b D _
in Dip AD Adr

w Dap AD lnv
Ann. Dim
ldmln. __
camp. sy�.
Elf. Affair�!
Filol L Cum
Gun. luv. .¥
»4_ _.IlIIl&#39;Il&#39;

DATE 5/6/75

|n I _

,..&#39;G§E-Ye
Luiaerufary _
Luqul céuh.
P|nn.l| Evul
Spec. lav. .._
Training __

To Iuplmnn Rm
Director Se:&#39;y

This is the case of the bombing of the 16th Street
Baptist Church, Birmingham, Alabama, 9/15/63, uhioh resulted
the deaths of 4 Negro girls, injuries to 16 other persons &#39;-�
extensive property damage. �ac

_ �f My memorandum 4/22/Y5 advised you that Mr:m§iiliam J,

in

�ikbagley, Attorney General, State of Alabama, had dontactedd_"��&#39;�
Mr. Reed in the Director&#39;s Office indicating he had additional
information in this matter and that he desired to see SAC,.
Birmingham, in that regard, SAC, Birmingham, oonferred with ,
Baxley on 4/25/75 and this memorandum advises you of the results
and also recommends action to be

As you were previously
contacted FBIHQ in April, 1971.
SAC, Birmingham, he indicated he
him to be of material assistance

of our prior investigation. His

taken.

advised, Baxley previously L�
During resulting contact by
had an informant believed by
and he requested certain results
request was referred to the

Civil Rights Division  CRD! instant case supervised by that
Division! and he was so advised. We told CRD we were taking no
further action regarding his request in the absence of specific
instructions and no such instructions have been received from CRD

04 R1-2544 /s"7-/oa<�""-When recontdE¥ed in response to his curreht fé s ,
Baxley advised an informant, whom he declined to identify, had
provided information he felt warranted additional investigation.

at heHe said it was the same information he had in 1971 th

not had the opportunity to develop same, but fel�rfhal
passage of time, certain individuals previously
be cooperative. He asked that FBI Agents partici

157-1025

Enclosures -   57$/75&#39;  L479/�y}

my,

had

13%?
HOW

-. p
i. F92.__ C

CONTINUED - OVER
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Memorandum to Mr. W. R. Wannall

Re: BAPBOMB
157-1025 &#39;

with his investigators in the "additional investigation." He
was told this could not be done but that if there existed
additional information constituting a basis for logical inves-
tigation, upon receipt we would conduct such investigation.
Baxley said he preferred that the investigation be controlled
from his office.

Baxley said if Agents were not available to participate
in the joint investigation, he would appreciate receiving results
of certain aspects of our prior investigation to assist him.
He said any reports furnished would be made available only to
authorized investigators of his office.

SAC, Birmingham, recommended that the above request be
resisted. He pointed out that Baxley declined to elaborate on
the nature of the �new information" and was generally vague
about it. Ihe results of investigation he requested consists
of interviews of individuals previously interviewed by us based
on their association with other individuals who, because of
their background or activities, may have had knowledge concerning
the case. SAC, Birmingham, feels disclosure of the requested
information could lead to a breach of confidentiality concerning
persons previously interviewed and suggested the matter be dis-
cussed with the CRD to insure that our interests are fully
protected.

Our responsibility appears to consist of forwarding
Bax1ey&#39;s request to CRD for its consideration; any other action
appears inappropriate at this time.

ACTION: .

� 2-15!A�!-1&#39;n0921I92dLr� FA? av-nu-929I!92&#39;rrn1 s: B In 1 A4-I-an-1» 4-A f�1J&#39;92 manna;-I An: on» Ann
I-�ll-�I-G-92->llG92|l LUL QPPLUVQL J-§ Q J-¢L92-¢L LU 92-ll-92IJ C11�.-J-�J31-II5 Q-ll

LHM setting out details of this matter and advising that no
further action is being taken in the absence of a specific
CRD request.

_ 2 _ /&#39;

>%-&#39;  .1 J
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Assistant Attorney General  :2!
Civil Rights Division  E 1 _
Director, FB _n4 i.§ __ 1 &#39;= fé   &#39;

a yj , Udgb�� SUBJECTS; -
� BOHBING OF IRE L515 SIREEI

BAPTIST CHURCH, BIRMINGHAM,
ALABAMA, SEPTEMBER 15, 1963
BONDING MATTERS

Reference is made to my nemorandm dated April 12,
1971, wherein you.were advised that.Hr. William J. Baxley,
Attorney General of the State of Alabama, had requested the
results of certain aspects of investigation conducted by this
Bureau in captioned case. As you were advised at that time,
Mr. Baxley was told his request had been referred to your
Division.

_ Mr. Barley has again contacted this Bureau requesting
results of certain aspects of FBI investigation in captioned
case. �e was again told that his request would be referred to
the Civil Rights Division. Enclosed is a memoranum setting
out details of that contact. - *

No further action will be taken by this Bureau
R; &#39; regarding Hr. Bax1ey&#39;s request in the absence of specific�&#39; DJ instructions from you.
 �IL-
U Enclosure

A!¬�&#39;wms1��F MAY 9 1975

_____ L- _&#39;��* �Q IBQIBIii

Fla IC

/6/15, captioned *=nm;oua&#39;Idem.
lnspgelian �

no5...: T1. ; *92§!*/ �92W@._r 2?1   52 3? .
� T� &#39;-wmn. noom% SI-ILETYPE um? [:1

Admin, " &#39; W
Comp. 3;-n. ___i,__,&#39; &#39; Y �_
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UNITED STATES GO _. RNMENT
Anec. Dir. �

. - N. P." Callahan »... ma.

Memorandum I "
To ;Mr. W. R. Wannallu;
4 1 _A 43

sun Jaghféarnon v

�192,@q....¢u1w. 1
Aunt. Din:
Admin. ......_.i
Camp. Syn. ._
Ext. Affair: _
File: I- Coin. _

5 Gan. inv. A
F Hm".  7

fg�mfoim 6
Lnbnruror; .�_._
Legal Conn. .._
Hun.� Evu|. _

ll�i
uncR|n.__

Spec. Inv. .__,
Truini

If $|c&#39;y _

BAPBOM is the code word for the investigatidn of {He
bombing of the 16th Street Baptist Church, Birmingham, Alabama,
9/16/63 which resulted in the deaths of 4 Negro girls, injuries
to 16 other persons and extensive property damage. Purpose of
this memorandum is toidvise of the receipt of a request on 12/1/75,
via Robert Havel, Director, Office of Public Information, : 1
Department of Justice, from William J. Baxley, Attorney General; 1State of Alabama, for certain results of our investigation in ,¢Sxiw
captioned case. ,4,-

I-
On 4/5/71 Mr. Baxley, then recently elected as Alabama

Attorney General, contacted FBIHQ advising he had launched an
inquiry into this case and desired assistance. He said he had
an informant whom he declined to identify, whom he believed to be
Ematerial assistance. He requested the names of witnesses who
could place certain suspects in Birmingham on 9/16/63, any
available information as to automobiles then operated by the
suspects, nature of explosive device or devices used in the
bombing and advice as to any polygraph tests afforded to the

suspects. He also wanted to interview the polygraph operator s!
who may have administered any such examinations. His
referred to the Civil Rights Division with the statement that was

therequest

FBI was taking no further action in the absence of a specific
request from the Departm�gf. Mr. Baxley was advised of the _
referral. No instruetid ,?were received from the Department. �fw�dl /4&#39;" -%rp �,[7§&#39;Mr. Baxley again con�acted FBIHQ on 1?18/75
he had additional information in this matter and when
by SAC, Birmingham, he stated he had information from
whom he declined to identify which warranted contact

indicating

contacted
an informant
with numerous

individuals previously interviewed by the FBI. He declined to
elaborate on the information but indicated it was essentially the
same information he had in 1971. He requested that FBI Agents
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Memorandum to Mr. Wannall
Re: BAPBOM ,

jointly participate with his investigators in any additional
investigation which might be conducted and that if this were
not possible, that results of our prior interviews of certain �amed
individuals be made available to him. He was advised that if
he had any new information, we would conduct any necessary
additional investigation but that Agents could not be made
available to assist him. SAC, Birmingham, recommended that the
request be resisted because Baxley declined to explain the
nature of his "new information" and because disclosure of results
of prior interviews might lead to breaches of confidentiality
regarding persons previously interviewed. However, Mr. Bax1ey&#39;s
request was again forwarded to the Civil Rights Division with
advice that we were taking no further action in the absence of
specific instructions from the Department. No such instructions
were received. Departmental Attorney William Gardiner, Civil
Rights Division, subsequently inquired telephonically as to the .
action desired by the Bureau in this matter. It was pointed out
to him that Baxley declined to furnish any of his information to
us, the disclosure of some of the investigations requested might
result in compromising confidentialities, but that the decision
regarding dissemination was that of the Department.

Mr. Havel was apprised of the above background. He
requested that the Civil Rights Division be contacted and that he
be advised of the results. On l2/1/75 this matter was discussed
with Departmental Attorney Gardiner who stated the Department&#39;s
case is closed, that it has no objection to furnishing the
requested information to Baxley and that he, Gardiner, will forward
a communication so stating. Mr. Havel was advised accordingly.

Our investigation in this matter was closed in 1973
except for the submission by Birmingham of logical fingerprints for
comparison with latent prints recovered during the investigation.

ACTION

1. It is recommended that upon receipt of the Department&#39;s
communication, SAC, Birmingham,be instructed to make available to
Mr. Baxley the results of our prior interviews of persons previously
named by him.

2. SAC, Birmingham is being alerted telephonically of the
impending request.

,,,./ .m~1,i _ 2

L7C 1&#39;/LI�;
C .
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1 I Federal Bureau of Investigation DATEI DEE, 3 1975

FROM _ J. Stanley Pottinger &#39;
&#39; Assistant Attorney General JSP;wLG;1jr

ivil Rights Division _
sunjfz . _ &#39;5� ,1 92�92. DJ 144-1-906

known Subjects; .- 5 ".*&#39;;*&#39;/ -H/&#39;, .I I �
Bombing of Sixteenth Street Bsptis
Birmingham, Alabama, September 15,
BOMBING MATTERS I1-noun

Reference is made to a conversation between Special
Agent_of your Bureau and William L. Gardner of
this Division on December 1, 1975, concerning the renewed
1"PC�lI1P_qi&#39; maria hu A1:|&#39;|&#39;92:&#39;-n-nza Q!-91-n A!-I-n1-nnu r92¢:921~n1 &#39;11-I---lv---_ --n-92.. -J --�92.--pa.-nun.� |.r|-us�-Iv nan!-92-vial», gell�pl-I&#39;JL
Baxley for access to certain statements and memoranda of
interview in your file on this matter. Reference is also
made to your memorandum of May 8, 1975, concerning the
request which Mr. Baxley made of the SAC in Birmingham,
Alabama some time prior to May 8.

Your memorandum of May 8 was ihe subject of several
telephone conversations between -ii--and Mr. Gardnerr
Attached hereto is a Division file memorandum reflecting
those conversations, which Mr. Gardner read tc�on
December 1 and in which|�re-concurred.

This Division&#39;s position remains the same; we have
no objection to release of any information from the Bureau&#39;s
files to the Attorney General of Alabama. We are in no
position to assess whether granting the request would jeopar-
dize Bureau sources or whether the request is not made in -

4%
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good faith. _ / ff" /Q J7R 2- 1. ~ /-2 .t-11...�
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and have no objection to your complying with it.

Attorney General Baxley has been informed by the SAC
in Birmingham that the entire file can be revealed to him
if Bureau headquarters approves. Please inform the field
office that you have no objection to cooperating with
Mr. Baxley. Thank you for your efforts in this regard.
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The File July 28, 1975

William L. Gardner WLG:ljr
T92Qf92l1P921&#39;  �I-win�?unyuu] ULALC1.
Criminal Section DJ 144-1-906

&#39; I had several conversations withp of the
Bombing Unit of the Bureau  Tel. 175-46 concerning their
memorandum of May 8, 1975. I explained ta that the
request seemed somewhat unusual to us because it was not handled
as a Freedom of Information Act request and that it would appear
to be as much a Bureau decision as anyone else&#39;s whether to
divulge the contents.of the reports. I also stated that the
underlying letterhead memorandum from Birmingham seemed to
indicate that disclosure would jeopardize fresent Bureau sources
and that we were in no position to make a judgment
tion. Accordingly, I called to seek their opinion
decision they expected on disclosure.

on that ques-
as to what

qchecked with the SAC in Birmingham and in�ormed me
subsequent y that the SAC felt the request by State Attorney
General Baxley was not made in good faith and that
not particularly enthusiastic about furnishing the
_ 1

We agreed that Barley had been responded to
and told that the reports would not be forthcoming

they were
information.

by EH9 SAC
and that he

should take the matter up with the Civil tights Division. BEXLG
has not done so. We agreed not to send a written response but
to fil the request. we further agreed that if Baxley renewede

his request either to us or to the Bureau we would authorize an

oral b iefing as to the contents of the statements, thus pre-r

serving any parts deemed to be confidential.

if.
cc; Gardner �
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W. P. Callahan _
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UNITED STATES L.-JVERNMENT &#39;

Memorandum
W. R. Wannall uj�i�iéd�

Aid. Din;

DATE; 12/22/&#39;75 aura. inv.

Anus. Dir.

Dep. AD Ag-
PlQlp. �D I .

ldmin. _i.
Comp. Syal. _
Ell. I��lrl _
Filo: ln Corn. ,

ldnnf. ._,....._,
In
.m&#39;132
Laboratory _,
Loyal Conn. __.
Flnn.iuivul. B
Spug. luv. *1
Training _._._.

BAPBOMB is the code word for the investigation 0
the bombing of the 16th Street Baptist Church, Birmingham,
Alabama, 9/16/63, which resulted in the deaths of four Negro
girls, injuries to sixteen other persons and extensive property
damage. Purpose of this memorandum is to advise of receipt
of a request from the Mayor of Birmingham to review FBI files
regarding above case, regarding any other race�related bombings
which occurred in Birmingham during the period 1961-63 and
concerning the beating of Freedom Riders at the Trailways Bus
Station, Birmingham, on 5/14/61.

Office on 12/17/75, Birmingham Mayor David Vann requested that

&#39;5,My letter dated l2/15/75, received by our Birmingham/�pf
any other �raceerelated bombings" in Birmingham during the

. . -. . __ -.. -. .. . . II18 De aJ...|.OW8C1 �E0 see .l"l:iI Il.LeS regarc1:|_ng.capt1onec1 CBSE 8.I1C1 F I
period 1961-63. Birmingham teletype dated l2/17/75, advising
of receipt of request, also advised efforts were being made to
Contact Mayor Vann for clarification of his request. A second
letter dated 12/l7/75, was received by Birmingham from Mayor
Vann in which he requested that he also be allowed to see FBI
files on the beating of the Freedom Riders on 5/14/61, at the
Trailways Bus Station, Birmingham.

SAC, Birmingham contacted Mayor Vann on 12/18/75, at
which time Vann advised that the appearance of Gary Thomas Rowe
before a U. S. Congressional committee  apparently referring

92to the testimony of former FBI Klan informant Gary Ihomas
Rowe, Jr. before the U. S. Senate Select Committee on Intel-
ligence Activities, on 12/2/75! caused the Freedom Riders-
incident to become the subject of discussion by the Birmingham
City Council. As a result Vann had the Birmingham Police
�Department review its records concerning incidents of such
nature during the early 1960&#39;s. After receiving the results
of the review, he felt that examination of FBI-files on the
Freedom Riders case and captioned case would provide hi?

*@~1I»
*4

157-1025 4-� /_§�!__
1 - 149-1684 _ =-"[;.§Q ---

M�
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Memorandum to Mr. W. R. Wannall
Re = BAPBOMB _.

157-1025

a more thorough understanding of law enforcement efforts in
these matters. He said any files made available would be re-

IIliiewed by two top" Birmingham Police Officers under the
direction of the Chief of Police and one of Vann&#39;s legal aides

ould also be present.

SAC, Birmingham advised Vann that FBI files, in
their entirety, would not be made available and that infor-
mation from such files could only be released with the approval
of the Department of Justice. Vann was unable to elaborate
further on the nature of his request by way of being more
specific as to the type or nature of information he desired.
He asked that the usual steps seeking approval of his request
be instituted and that if possible, he be advised prior to &#39;
12/29/75 of the approval or disapproval of his request.

_ You will recall that we previously received a request
for certain information from our files on captioned case from
the Attorney General of Alabama. Following receipt of Depart-
mental approval, dissemination of the requested information
was instituted by our Birmingham Office and is continuing at
the present time. &#39; &#39;

ACTION : -

Attached for approval is a letter transmitting to
the Civil Rights Division the request of Mayor Vann.

ZJQ

_ 2 _
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Assistant Attorney General
Civil Rights Division

7 1
Director, re: �57-1025! 1
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BOMBING OF THE 16TH STREET
BAPTIST CHURCH, BIRMINGHAM,
ALABAMA, ssprsnszn 15, 1953, s»~"���"
-BQMBING MATTERS 0

1% �J�
Reference is made to your files 144-1-554,

144 1 ens- An� 144 o 11aan 1 �| an _-it us. Jvvf Ill-I-nus Q-it � ms;-vi

This is to advise that by letter dated
December 15, 1975, received by our Birmingham Office
on December 17, 1975, Mayor David Vann, Birmingham,
Alabama, requested that he be allowed to review FBI
files containing the results of investigation in
captioned case, as well as FBI files concerning any
other �race-related bombings� which occurred in
Birmingham during the period 1961-63. in a second
letter, dated December 17, 1975, he requested that he
a1sQ;be allowed to review FBI files regarding the
beating o£_the Freedom Riders on Hay 14, 1961, at the
Trailf�ays Bqfs Station, Birmingham. &#39;

15 uu§o= Venn was contacted by the Special

}7�?c�

December 23, 1975

I

.r4*

Agent in Charge of our Birmingham Office on December 18,
1975, at;whioh time he was advised that FBI files in
their entirety could not be made available to him and
that the¥§uthority of the Department of Justice would
be required prior to the furnishing to him of any
information from such files. When asked to- morespecific about the information he was ¢esx£;§§Q2; was &#39;35 wunable to elaborate However, he requested the 6? - Inecessary steps seating approval of his request be/ 71/4%2> ~ /
instituted. He stated that any files made available
would be reviewed by two officials of the Birmi�§HEm"-�"--

dire of thePolice Department under the Chief of
Police and that one of his

present. -. .3 _j _

ction
aides

SEE NOTE PAGE 2

TELETYPE UNIT [3

0.18:1 B53 3019175
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Assistant Attorney General
Civil Rights Division

_�/

Mayor Vann requested that, if possible, he be
advised prior to December 29, 1975, as to whether his
request had been approved or disapproved. _; &#39; �

Obviously, FBI tiles as such can not be made
available to mayor Vann in view or the tact that they may
contain information which could compromise confidentialities
identify confidential ecurcee enc éisclcse conficentiel
investigative techniques. As to making information Irom
such files available to him, it would appear that the
information desired will have to be specifically defined
both for the purpose of your decision as to its release
and for the purpose of locating such information in FBI
files. As indicated above, Mayor Venn was unable to furnish
specifics.

rt HHHHH 4-IQ 1- -..£�-.- �I 1.1-92_ _.-..l.,..�,- -8 0.2----�, Iv_¢-.l.-
8&#39;�-IRE-VH1; LR YLBW UL Bl-I-3 IIGLULG UL DZQYDL V�-I-U-I. ll _

request, this matter is being forwarded to you tor your
consideration. Your advice is requested.

As a related matter of interest, you will recall
that a request for the results of certain information of
FBI investigation in captioned case was recently received
from Mr. William J. Bexley, Attorney General of the State
of Alabama. Following receipt of your authorization,
dissemination of that information to �r. Berle? was
instituted and is continuing. _

Ii _J�l"&#39;i? :

$gg_ Q-l_Q1_n__n_-I�! !iI5l__nna11&#39;in . �
&#39;BAPBOHB
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FOR YOUR INFORMATION, MAYOR VANN&#39;S REQUEST IS BEING

1 ° N. P. Callahan

.  FRQMJIBECTOR, FBI �57-1025!
 ~* , I 92

....._._.-
REURTEL DATED JANUARY 26, 1976

"&#39;1

1&#39;

FORWARDED TO THE DEPARTMENT ADVISING OF THE MANNER IN WK CH"-

THE REQUEST OF MAYOR VANN REFERRED TO IN REFERENCED

TELETYPE IS BEING REFERRED TO CIVIL RIGHTS DIVISION OF THE
If

DEPARTMENT AND YOU SHOULD SO ADVISE MAYOR VANN. I

I

HIS PREVIOUS REQUEST WAS ANSWERED AND REQUESTING CONCURRENCE IN

MAKING A SIMILAR RESPONSE TO HIS CURRENT REQUEST.

END NH} 15;! .-.
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�IJNITED STATES GO,_�{NMENT .92 2
// Memorandum if

&#39; Director .- _ >10 y1T° 1 Federal Bureau of Investigation DATE�JAN 1� �jg
.  Stanley Pottinger &#39; K -

FRO Assistant Attorney General ~ ;92 JSP:WLG:vap
"*1," Civil Rights Division �C ns 144-1-906

suspé�-I Unknown Subjects; o/_}&#39; D ��&#39;"�~~.
U mbing of the 16th Street- � /

Baptist Church, Birmingham, /121 *¢Q~/2Alabama, September 15, 1963,_92 /%; //,
§01&#39;1_BING MATTERS  __   92���&#39;�/

- 0.

OITIONKL FORM NO. IO
JULY �II?

£:&#39;7��{�! Reference is made to your memorandum dated December
|~ 23, 1975. 1!; F

We have reviewed your above referenced memorandum -
concerning the request by Mayor David Vann of Birmingham, 6
Alabama for access to FBI files in the above captioned , kg
matters. Our view with respect to this request is similar

-. -.-R 1- .-. �I. ... .-.4! .to the one we expressed wrtn respect to the request or ~
Alabama Attorney General Baxley, although we note that be-
cause Mayor Vann is not a law enforcement official he has
far less of a legitimate claim for access to these materials.
It is our view, however, that the Bureau is in the best posi- Q
tion to determine whether disclosure of your files would t *
"compromise confidentialities, identify confidential sources �x

iland disclose confidential investigative techniques." Accord- Y I
Ii

-|1nnv1u-- 0.1»-u  inn nuance!» Dunnnanqq are I-�Q-In -u1n920-q&-~&#39;4-e-- &#39;I&#39;-92l- -�A an-I.-Q ,_.J-I-L5-Ly� W: 92||-=1-CL LL� JUHI-L I!�-ll-=�>92-C �Jll Lllla 92&#39;.192J=§|-.|-92�|>1Q L|=L I-Ll: cl-UL! y
that it appears that the Mayor&#39;s request was made prior to J.
your disseminating any information to Attorney General Baxley,/1�
Perhaps if you can advise the Mayor of your cooperating with?Mr. Baxley, the Mayor would withdraw his regues -;7�lE>

.REg. I /57;/� I I
it -3&#39; 2 ~.-�C until. ______ ak Mk TB ~

EX lllli

/"bum



" ._k§&#39;-"-p&#39;-"£23�-&#39;-

&#39; .-

E .
*7-{F
3&#39; {.-
.&.

. 7,�;-7&#39;-.7_:-_j§~_3

_ V, �F: 1* I�. ... . .-
,.

- ~r~�£¢,=§&#39;:

&#39; &#39;1�,._ .-» - .-n

;_1- �_ .
4 o

I? ~;=.
.92. ;_=,.�f_��_.

Q.-

�-

92 .,
&#39; 92 "UNITED, STATES GC.92 ,_~RNMENT

/ �I 1
to :Mr. W. R. Wannallwiw/1�M/B G_n_|M__

�  4 4; WE
V

sun]:-:¬g¬&#39;BAPH!H j
9292 4/

__ L? ..

�S .*1 ornoom Ion m. In " �
13:: §-&#39;:I¢&#39;4&#39;§&#39;§§&#39;|&#39;f|»|-11.r- &#39;  !

Q Inn. Dir-I-_

- N. P. Callahan §""Memorandum - "&#39;5&#39; 5 J
Comp. sl. _
En. A�uln ..
Files In Com.

Laborutary _
Legal Conn. _
Plqn.G Evnl, _
Spec. lnv. ___
Trulnlng

&#39;_ Telephone
~"92-______-Z Director

BAPBOM is the code word for the case invol the
bombing of the 16th Street Baptist Church, Birmingham,
9/16/33.

Purpose of this memorandum is to recommend
regarding a reggestifrom the ma or of Bir i he d as  "��=�1-�;;~�T=l"�&#39;�Xl��"�"&#39;"-&#39;--r" 11.21% *9-�¢Y> Yav_isy;E§1i$iLea.iaeaarama.=nn1ipne¢ease. /4, a

By memorandum dated 12/22/75  copy of�§ame and its
enclosure attached for ready reference! you were advised Mayor
Vann, through our Birmingham Office, requested permission to
conduct above-mentioned file review. He stated recent Congressions
hearings raised the issue of local law enforcement efforts in
Birminghamq�ring racial incidents in early 1960s and he felt
above file review might provide him with a more thorough under-
standing in that regard. He was told information from FBI files�could only be released with approval of the Department of Justice

.and that his request would be forwarded to the Department. "

I
By memorandum 1/13/76 the Civil Rights Division advis

in effect that decision as to release of information would be�,-
left to the Buread.

-I1 You hill recall that at the present time our BirmingH¬;�f
Office is, with Departmental authorization, furnishing certain
information from its files in captioned case to Wi1liam�6¢éBuxiey,
Attorney General, State of Alabama, in connection with investigatio

a 1

unngnnv-.v --

presently being conductéd�By Him in captioned matter. lnasmuch as
the_§ggkigg_law enforcemegt_offiger of the §§atg,isUpreseEtIi���&#39;�
inqu ring into this case, in effect, assuming local investigative
jurisdiction, it w6dl6.appear improper for the FBI to furnish,ia»e-
fgjfjgges ""  t 5.13 -&#39;,_�7lZBk mg in REff-iii:
1 - 149-1634 "" wrrrrwav - oggryEB_2/1%
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Memorandum to Mr. Wannall
Re: BAPBOM
157-1025

information in that regard §¢_a1abama:2iiiQial§.2i_l§$Se£e£§2§;
Doing so �i§HT_subject the Bureau to criticism of taking action
of a nature which might interfere with the Attorney General&#39;s
investigation. The_pIQg§r_§Q!£§§~Q;wg§1iQg�§Ppe§£§ to be that
°f.&QXi$§E5 Mayor Y§22.£hateEPe.§ut@§2-baaibsééiémmbsrized bythe DenErt�é�t�t3:respond_to His requestY&#39;that the Attorney§¬HEFaI�Ut�KI§B§ma 1S conducting i�vestj�tio§:§§:j�1§Qmatter*
Th"a1r�1"nf6r�1"a�t&#39;1�6&#39;h�"&#39;fr�o&#39;1i�B�ijeililI§�§;i&#39;§ �&#39;be1"i1&#39;g "furnishe_d__1:_g__j_t_};e
FTf§Y�¢?i§§h§?§Ii§��T§§at.the-§n£9§!7f§@I§1¢h@�M5§5Y92s.requee�
i6H1d�§§h39reM§roperly_made-t9Mihe;Att0rney.Génerai so as to
avoidigossiplenintegggregce with the Attorney Genera1&#39;s�����&#39;&#39;f�&#39;92Festig_ation_ _ � 1-A-mh"�-M-___Mf&#39;92 U  q  N
�N _

Coordinated with the Office of Legal Counsel.
ACTION:

Attached for approval is a teletype to SAC, Birmingham
instructing him to contact Mayor Vann and advise him in line
with the above observations.

�P, $0�
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Transmit A Oll0WiI1I in 7
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FBI

/ Dam 1/21/76 kk ~
-  Type in plaimext or code!

AIRMAIL � REGISTERED

__92 _ _ _ _ _ _ ___
92

T0:

FROM:

DIRECTOR, FBI �57-1025!

c, B - MINGHAM 157-3&#39;52 P 9 Copies n1 " -  !  ! &#39; b Rowe, Task FOTCQ

Re telephone call to
1/16/76, from Bureau

SUBJEC&#39;$-1; BAPBOMB _ 0 {/YE: _, Q
Qrv~@!~9°&#39;*"/u"

 PFééedenET W W

ade by CIT &#39;
for l&#39;8ViBW Y.

Date 929&#39;92 � �Hug es»

, Birmingham,
Division 5.
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;~. . .- Birmingham has bee 5&#39; " 0 locate any copies of 5§¢

the materia1.iurnished b in its files, although_
it appears that_this informat on was p _bably obtained from ;;1

B the Birmingham files and_furnishédLto_the Birmingham Po1ice_l;;f
s Department at an unknown time, with the exception of the.infor+

mation relating toga fishing bobber. f§g;h_ g5_?_~_5;%;y§§;§ siif- n-_ 1&#39; ""&#39; .. -l l �_ �=- �V, .- .- _< &#39; �-1

�- &#39; B " Birmingham has reviewed all FBI Laboratorn Reports int
the Bapbomb and related bombing cases and no mention was ever~?&#39;
made in these reports of a fishing hobber being iound at any oi~
the crime scene searches. F �, .¥;l;_4, --11s&#39;;@1nng=¢ 5.-g;%;

. _ = The above information is being furnished to the Bureau
to aig them in their search to attempt to locate copies of this�
mater a . � &#39; �B , J ,,� -1� -.~ � - rt?

� inning its file reviews regardingased upon informati relatin towas also urn shed to Birmingham 1
/76. Upon completion of the necessary review, rm

will submit by separate comunication an appropriate letterhead-
m m Aandum s i f opies of the information furnished by

s well as the results of any _? 1
in »nducted by the Birmingham Office in connection
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suuuanr or INVESTIGATION, _
g� BOHBING.0F 16TH srasnr BAPTIST .

cnuaca, BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA, - _
SEPTEHBER_l5, 1963 g gig 5 -

92&#39; 92.~ &#39; - 92
. 92 �I -

1; gnrsxcingnvxnrncr AT scene &#39; .
_ 92 � _ -

A complete crime scene was conducted with the
aid of laboratory experts and Bureau Agents. The scene
was protected by the Birmingham Police Department by
roping off the area and placing armed guards.

a. Ad examination of the material, consisting
of wood, metal, and masonry located in the vicinity of the
explosion forwarded to the FBI Laboratory failed to iden-
tify the type of explosive due to a lack of residue. -

. &#39; b. No fragments of a mechanical timing device,
fuse, or blasting caps were found. It should be noted,
however, that a small red plastic and wire piece was
located at the crime scene and was identified as part of
a fishing bobber.

II; CHONOLOGICAL SUHHARY&#39;OF�RRELI�l§ABY_INVESTIQA?lQ�
i . f�"� Z� �*�- &#39; "W�"� j

A complete neighborhood embracing several blocks
in each direction from the church was conducted. Interviews
in this area number in the hundreds. The owners of all &#39;

license numbers recorded by persons on the bomb site 9/15/63,
as well as those recorded by Bureau Agents during the perti-
nent time_the two Sundays following, as well as interview of
all stores open in the vicinity at the pertinent tine, was
conducted. Automobile owners were identified and interviewed
as to reasons why they were in the vicinity and for investi-
gative leads. " , -

The church has a membership roster of 400 names.
Of these, about 150 were in attendance at the time of the
bombing. All have been located and interviewed, but nothing
pertinent developed. -~ g _ A

I .
¢_&#39;&

h
k.
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The neighborhood investigation and interview of
church members has resulted in the location of over a dozen
individuals who were on the street adjacent to the church -
when the bomb actually exploded. However, none can remember
seeing a person whose actions they questioned.  It is felt
highly possible that_some sort of a timing device, operated
by chemicals or non-metal device, could have been used.!

An immediate program was initiated to account for
the whereabouts of individuals known to both the Birmingham 7
Police Department and the FBI as capable of committing bomb-
ings. Also, members of the Ku Klux Klan and other so-called
hate groups in Birmingham and surrounding offices were located
and interviewed as to their whereabouts during the pertinent
periods. 92 &#39;��f&#39; i � _ g _

., /, _ _
I11 usuc-924924In<lv¢o 4-IQ:-9Q&#39;I:92uIn:�-�I �kn nu-I-I-92p.92-n 1|l92n:ga-II-{oval-4&1; amen

cies were checked out. All current information furnished c
�anonymously or through logical sources was checked immediately
for authenticity and possible importance. _, &#39; &#39;_

3 Numerous tips, anonymous and otherwise, conscientious
citizens supplying names of suspects, members of other inves-
tigative agencies furnishing names of suspects, all have been
checked out. &#39; °&#39;

111;? ,IHTE§Y_lEW_*0F,__Ph9l>L_I§WIN v1c_nu-rr A&#39;I�__&#39;l�I§l_E or eommc -
92 15 __ _
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� nossnm EDWARD onnmetxss, 2505 32nd Avenue, .
North, Birmingham, Alabama,  phone 323�5l40!; age 59 Years;
born January lb, 190%, Pratt City; Birmingham, Alabama;
employed as truck driver by Rebuilt Auto Parts Company,

1 outh, Birmingham, Alabama,  pnene 322-3579!.and
CHAMBLISS is considered a logical suspect, based

1 upon his past activities and associations; his extreme anti-
integration views; his acts of physical violence against &#39;
Negroes; and his free use of dynamite in terrorizing tactics,
which has earned for him the nickname of "Dynamite Bob". _

&#39; Formerly employed by&#39;the City in the Garbage Department,
CHAMBLISS was discharged because of unfavorable publicity,
brought about by the brutality of his acts. ~

1-Z � *cnnnsLIss has been active in Kn Klux Klan acti-
vities, since at least 1946, was Exalted Cyclops of the
Klavern until 1951, when he abandoned open Ku Klux Klan _zkykj activities because of unfavorable publicity. . 7

cnnnizssines been interviewed at length by.FBI
Agents on September 28, 1963, and Gctober ll, 1963, at which

I time he denied participation or knowledge of the present
� bombings. He has been the subject of numerous surveillances

during which time it was established that he has been in
contact with known members of the Ku Klux Klan and with,
well known pro-segregationist leaders of the Birmingham
area. From interview, CHAMBLISS has admitted association
with these people and has identified himself as being a
strong segregationist. _ 9

a

home or in the i ed ate nin of Sstember 15,

li63, thiouiil�:7 -[G � _&#39; . I .

It has been est blished that CHAMLISS was at -~---;
mm i
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Page s! withheld entirely at this location in the �le. One or more of the following statements, where
indicated, explain this deletion.

Deleted under exernpti0n s!  C /_  e with no segregable
material available for release to you.

Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request.

Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only.

Documents originated with another Government agency ies!. These documents were referred to that
agency ies! for review and direct response to you.

Pages contain information furnished by another Government agency ies!. You will be advised by the FBI as
to the releasability of this information following our consultation with the other agency ies!.

Pagets! withheld for the following reason s!I

For your infonnation: o __ 1 _ _ _ __ _y _
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UNITED STATES  "9292w£RNMENT K �;ff"°;&#39;;;m_Memorarzdum N� P&#39; Cammn �°
an: Ir. I. R. Iannéqgf ?s""�&#39;"""�"&#39;4 1-

-_-,i

Hem
Gen. l

n _._

T�-

ln . I

rs:

Ion ,,_
Evil _
U a

B-i
Di Oar 508&#39;; .:

the

bombing of the 16th Street Baptist Church, Birmingham, Alabama,
on 9/16/63. .

9292�~&#39;*"�//IBAPBOIB is the code word or

Purpose of this memorandum is to obtain approval oi
attached letter to the Civil Rights Division  CRD! forwarding
request of David Vann, Mayor of Birmingham, for review of FBI
files regarding twelve bombing incidents which occurred in ..
Birmingham during the period 1956-1965.

My memorandum of 1/28/76 advised of receipt oi above
request from Iayor Vann, which request was precededi by an
earlier request._ The earlier request was forwarded to the CRD
of the Department and the Department subsequently deferred to
the Bureau. It was recommended and approved that layer Vann be
advised his request would be more appropriately directed to
William Baxley, Attorney General of Alabama, to whom iniormatfp
regarding captioned matter is being furnished in connection _
investigation being conducted by Kr. Baxley. By above-menti n d
memorandum of 1/28/76 it was recommended and approved that or
Venn�: current request be forwarded to the Department, advis ng
the Department oi the manner of disposition of the Major&#39;s rior
request and requesting concurrence in responding in 1&#39; nner
to his current request.

Extensive tile review to locate necessary information so
that the Department eeald be appropriately referred te the iaeidents

in question has been completed. HHZJB // ,3? !£1_ /A, . é 1ACTION:  . "-� " - I//w i
Attached for appro 11154 letter to the CRD forward n

Mayor Vann&#39;s request, advising CRD of the manner of disposition of
Mayor Vann&#39;s prior request and requesting concurrence in similar
handling oi his current "" 4"�-""

Enclosure ;£L,¢7&#39; ==-9/5&#39;
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OIIIONAI. IOII ND. I5 ,1 KID-�DI � -

". -  E ! Aunc. Dir. _
&#39; UNITED STA YES Gm-r -1 ERNMENT 1 _ Mr . N . �P. Cal lahan ,,�_ M, ,2

M emomnc.1um_, 1"
, Camp. Syn. .

. � EM. Ha II .T0 = Mr . W. R. Wannall  A F"--A� °|&#39;-=-
7<_ 1 ;:_.,|....-

FROM

Q
P|un.I: Evul
Spas. llw. _sun] CT: BAPBQMB !-

. Trglnlng
Tolophnno RII�92_&_ ____ __.___.-

BAPBOMB is the code word for the case
the bombing of the 16th Street Baptist Church in
Alabama, on 9/16/63.

Purpose of this memorandum is to gggi§e_n£_:eceip5;
of m1oth.§r~r-eaues.�b._..;rnm_Daridc.:Y&2§., _1ie121;_9f, .§!!�.1E1nsham and
Ilnul nan: n-F     Y  I: _&#39; _ 1-__¢�;&#39; �~"&#39;:_:.:&#39;�A:;j~

Y L ,
_____ _ __�_ _____,___,;_:::_:,,.-_-;»<r-§�..;-a*ng..

By memorandum 12/22/75 you were advised May0rrYann
had requested to review FBI files in captioned case, the
beating of Freedom Riders on 5/14/61 at the Trailways Bus 5 _;/7
Station, Birmingham, and "any other race-related bombings"
which occurred in Birmingham during the period 1961 to 196
The request was forwarded to the Civil Rights Division an
the Department subsequently deferred to the Bureau. r

.recemmended and approved that SAC, Birmingham be instruct
to advise Mayor Vann that the Department had deferred to the
FBI regarding the request, that information in captioned&#39;
case was being furnished to William Baxley, Alabama Attorney
General, in connection with investigation being conducted

&#39;hy Hr. Baxley, and the FBI feels that his, ?ann�s, request
would be more properly directed to Hr. Baxley inasmuch as
the/furnishing of information by the FBI to other local
and or state officials co terfere with Hr. Baxle &#39;
investigation.  um, ... ,_ /-/1 //I   *5r" llI.l:-II-B /=> /- /" "" /FE/B%|g1

Mayor Vann has now asked to review FBI file!�
regarding 12 named bombings which occurred in Birmingh3p,. ...-- -92during the period 12/25/56 to 4/1/65. Birmingham has a
determined that no investigation was conducted regarding glseven of those bombing incidents  which occurred during -
the period 12/25/56 to 12/14/62!. Birmingham also advised
investigation was conducted regarding the other five cases
named by Mayor Vann but that such investigations were
conducted in conjunction with captioned case.

Enclosure "M 1*-1- 76
15?-1925 CQHT
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Memorandum to Ir. Nannall
Re: BAPBOI
157-1025.

SAC, Birmingham, has recommended that Mayor Vann be
advised that his current request would be more properly directed
to Attorney General Baxley, as he was advised regarding his prior
request. SAC, Birmingham, stated that unless advised to the
contrary, he would so advise Kayor Vann on 1/30/76. On 1/29/76
Superviso�Birmingham, was telephonically
instructed to Hoid in_abeyance the proposed contact with Mayor
Vann pending the.receipt of Bureau instructions.

RECOMMENDATIONS:

1. That a letter be directed to the Civil Rights
Division forwarding Mayor Vann&#39;s current request, advising
the Department oi the manner in which his previous request
has been answered and requesting concurrence in response in a
iike manner to his current request. appropriate fiie review
is being conducted to locate necessary information so that the
Civil Rights Division may be appropriately referred to prior
information furnished to that division relating to the cases
in question.

2. That attached teletype be sent to SAC, Birmingham,
instructing him to advise Mayor Vann that the Mayor&#39;s current
request is beingfreferred to the Department.

�Q
anhwvaéb

/ms», all 1/�Y/7�

-2-
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Beiarences�. communication: acncu-zm� 1: re-guest by

Kayo: David Vans 0! Blrminqhan, Allbaaa, {er Qccwsu to FBI file!
rzlatinq to cagtloned matter. In tQtp0msQ to a&#39;tvques§{¥oz_
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1 V x -H� &#39; 1�92 -. - . � � I

,, �gm Y �lea an advim� that �are: vum was 1:011! thilt info-raaticn
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Assistant. £ttG�!&#39;�~Ij&#39; Ganazal
Civil 21911:: blvlsina _

1. mauéniuq Q! raattza-n¢¢: at fzcé L. ahattluvarth,
3191 39:1�: an-nu, nsxth. lliminqban, Pact;-zaex iS,,--,-
1955. {watt-ax ta thc azalstmt lttoasney �e�;-:1� A
in charge qi �rim. ffiniaai Ei�ii��. �iiéé "&#39;vw==¬IFT�T&#39;3Fif ii,
195$, mpttoaml �Bun S�qrtqatlbn in intrastate j.
ccamwnam Stat; 0! llabwa". .C1v!_.1 nights.� �mt
httasr eon�rme� intonation pxevtmalg tn:-ntshqa  -j
La-11sp§;::;:!-1;:-ll; on thu um an to tku:  ¬M.e£_ o£  _. .1
�u C_1i�11�!L;ht:.s �ectiea of  _£&#39;£:5.__n£::1?::ivi.|£ca.!-. . &#39; L . " , � . V &#39; - . . - T - - �- _. . - - 1  -. - _- &#39;~ . "- �- - 7 - 92.&#39;" - - &#39; - . , - &#39; I �_ --  1. .92 _

:7. 501515; &#39;0! the mama! Mp�se czénrém I�1tn1ng§ama,-
Jana 2!, 333$. &#39; _ Let.92:n: to tn; keturnsy Gcasral. - -,
éau� ium i�, ii�?-5, eigatieaia �iaeiii iiii=aa�ti.ai,-  ~

3. Ion-him oi ratt-haw at I1l_.1i::a insctmll;
43.9; 12:11 a-ram;-, north, Eiminghu, 5:1: 17, 11953,
 E.-ctttl� to �u xuistmrthiat at tuft tar� A ¢
xntelligaaen, Darnrtnnut. :2 the 3.1::-:3, awe -. _ .
8111&#39; 18¢ 195$; copy tn the �lm! &#39;  -A --3-1 -.   U

1.. � i. Earning ef  iieihei iiapiiit �iirzi-Q5,
138: avenue am! Sipauy. §1z~miagha:;,- January 11, 1§£2;

1 &#39; - : - - .

Soaking of trinaph; Um church ma Hagan: of �ad 1:�
gaunt, &#39;:@=~;.-1: 0, _li.:_t.im_;haa_, -an-aux; 11, zsez;

S��bin�lf sz. mks 5% Stan Church, 121:1�: henna 4.:-.11»
Cnh.a1n,_li1u=1:gZu:, January 11. 19%. 11-utter to tan
Attuzrnng Gen-aral £1!-mi January 17, 19$}, copy to tin.
<&#39;ii§,3-éwiieaaé "i§i�c§e� i�bieeti: ii�?-Tvi�ii ii �dew
Qethsl. Baptist �lmrciu St. I-ukr Azacrlcan l�itboéilt
2,-aincepal Mon Cha::1u._*I*:i.w;2h_ Church -and llaqdm -
0-I ¬-Q6 in Chriut, Iaabez fawn, Bimmghasz, Ainbam,
January 28; 1962; l�ing �utters.� Mia, Iaamraaéxm
éatné zmaary 17, 1962, at tinlnghm, lozuréui to
use CM an Qmurr 1!. 1952. Qlpti��iil *_B»w%.~.1n9 at
Her herbal iaptilt C_1mr¢21&#39;2&#39;8t. &#39;I.-aka�: _l.n.¬. l14:4:&#39;_Y.
¢tmrc_!¬u &#39;1�:-iupix Church 0.»!-lI1_nq.<&#39;-.a:e. at 606 la ¬3�£titCe

in &#39;?,  ii.T5iE¬Bii�1| i».iii:�i.."}- 7;  __
_ - .-.  ._- 92 _�  jw .| .,_

� " &#39; &#39;- .&#39; &#39; 1- - _J_ _ -- _ 1- - ,
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SYNOPS IS :

Bapbomb is code word for investigation of
bombing of the 16th Street Baptist Church, Birmingham,
Alabama, 9/16/63. of memorandum is to advise
of results of file

RECOMMENDATION = _ I Mi��&#39;�"&#39; EH16� /C9 7~~se/�.11-.
_Whi1e it a ears th t re ults of interviews of&#39;J , .

L
in 1966 were inadvertently not urnis e o our irming am
Office at that time or were purposely withheld, tl&#39;@&#39;3£M8t921tqg75
of Limitations has run on the Federal aspects of this case.-
Therefore no further action appears warranted in EH1!"
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Memorandum to Mr. W. R. Wannall
Re: BAPBOM .

DETAILS:

&#39; .

Bapbomb is the code word for the case involving
the bombing of the 16th Street Baptist Church, Birmingham,
Alabama, 9/16/63;

Purpose of this memorandum is to advise of the
&#39; &#39; t FB ur B� &#39;results of a file review, a

based on information furni
in Jan

A review of the case

and by our Birmingham Office.
no information in Bureau files
being found at the crime scene
advised its file review extended to Laboratory reports in
related bombing cases and no mention could be found of such
an article. The&#39;fi
reference to the

individual named

v,�
/ J6

92/

IHQ and o irmingham Office,
to Mr. and Mr. Adams

file was initiated at FBIHQ
It was determined that there is

regarding any fishing bobber
in this case. Birmingham has

also indicated that the only
cin , _ _ I _ 3__n___ Ii 1*

0 cerned the interview or an

was a possible witness.

CONTINUED � OVER
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Memorandum g
M�T. W. Leavitt

B1

92___~______/�

4:
v

1
1
1

1

Vi _ ,

"-- Mr. N. P. cxallahan
- Mr J

=-
_

-

-

Anna. Dir, i__
Dip, AD Adm. _
Dip. AD lnv. _..

�Ill, Dlr,:
Mlmln. _._._._
c�lnp. Syll. i
Exf. Aifnlu i

g, °��&#39;E=. 3/1/76 §1&#39;.T.&#39;.§..��[&#39;F§� Idunf. � /&#39;n___ 92..._ 1...

lnlmi
L�borarnry i
Lcgal Conn. Z
Pi�n. l Etch _
Spcc. Inn-_ i
Trnlnln __

Tuhphono Rm. _
Diroclur Sg¢&#39;|r i

BAPBOMB is the code word for case involving
bombing of the 16th Street Baptist Church, Birmingham,
Alabama, 9/15/63;

Purpose of memorandum is to ob in approval of&#39;
attached teletype to SAC, Birmingham, furn ing instructions

for review of certain FBI files. &#39;�"�T� "�" "���
as to his response to request of Mayor Davi gann, Birminghamp¬lj/�

You will recall that Mayor Vann has recently
requested to review files of our Birmingham Office regarding
captioned case, several other named bombing incidents, and
regarding the beating of Freedom Riders at the Trailways Bus
Depot, Birmingham, on 5/14/61. We previously referred Vann&#39;s
request to the Department and the Department deferred to
us regarding response to above request

Regarding captioned case and named bombings, i was" i
recommended and approved that we advise��gnnrvann that n if ,92 »

b mb&#39; �investigation was conducted regarding
mentioned by him and that the others,
by the FBI, were so closely connected some of the o_tin � g

which were investi ed "

with captioned mat e 3that it would seem his-request would be more appropriate y =
directed to William Baxley, Attorney General of Alabama,_
inasmuch as Baxley is currently investigating captioned matter,
and information regarding captioned case is being furnished to
Mr. Baxley by our Birmingham Office. p _ ,» I
Enclosure q§0NTINUED -0,O_92_fE§//I
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Memorandum to Mr. T. W. Leavitt
Re; BAPBOMB
157-1025

1

Birmingham was requested to advise as to whether or
not a separate investigation was conducted regarding the
beating of the Freedom Riders. If not. Mayor Vann was to
be so advised. If active ivestigation had been conducted,
Birmingham was requested to identify case and furnish recom-
mendations regarding furnishing any results of that investi-
gation to Mayor Vann.

Birmingham has advised active investigation regarding
the beating incident was conducted jointly with the investigation
of the burning ofia Greyhound bus, carrying Freedom Riders,
at Anniston,_Alabama, which occurred on the same date as the
beating incident.

SAC,_Birmingham, recommended that Mayor Vann be
advised that while free access to FBI files cannot be granted,_
the FBI is agreeable to discuss the Trailways Bus Depot investi-�
gation in depth with knowledgeable official of the Birmingham
Police Department  BPD! to assure that the BPD has all pertinent
information available to the FBI regarding the incident;
Intelligence Division concurs with that recommendation.

ACTION:

Attached for approval is a teletype to SAC, Birmingham,g
instructing him to respond to the request of Mayor Vann in the
matter recommended by him.
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TELETYPE

-.->w|- -. I
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TO SAC BIRMINGHAM �57-352! 7 MARCH 2, 1976

/57 /0;>_¢~�/75/7
- T �Eg.1UAEBHTEL FEBRUARY 24, 1916.
23$. REGARDING MAYOR VANN&#39;S REQUEST FOR REVIEW OF FILES OF YOUR
V .1--"1

-. _�_
--92 &#39;-�:2

�"§��5"*
- .;_
12:; -r-hie.

45;? FROM DIRECTOR FBI � __ H PERSONNEL ATTENTION

OFFICE REGARDING THE INCIDENT INVOLVING FREEDOM RIDERS AT

THE TRAILWAYS BUS DEPOT, BIRMINGHAM, MAY 14, 1961, YOU ARE

AUTHORIZED TO RESPOND TO HIS REQUEST IN THE MANNER RECOMMENDED

. END

1 4*
NOTE

Assoc. Dir. E
D09. AD Adm. _
D;-p. AD lnv. _
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UNITED STATES cm ERNMENT "" " �;&#39;_;�_-fljjgj

Memorandum &#39; "- P~ °�11=��"
amp. Sysl. j

Affair: _
To .Mr. W. R. Wannall DATE 2/20 ;mm_

lav _____

1 _ Hon

BAPBOHB Train! _i._M 1&#39;-u-pm: n-. _
Tilrcclor §o:i7 Z

BAPBOMB is the code word for case involving the
bombing of the 16th Street Baptist Church, Birmingham, Alabama,
9/16/63.

Purpose of this memorandum is to obtain approval of _ 3
teletype to SAC, Birmingham, furnishing instructions as to his _*
response to request of Mayor David Vann, Birmingham, for revie < j
of FBI files. if

My memorandum 2/5/76  copy, with copy of its attachmeni�
attached for ready reference! advised of receipt of a second
request from Mayor Vann for a review of FBI files. It also refers
to the receipt of, and disposition of, the earlier initial regpest

M wnr Unnn <Frn~ Q rnuiaur n<F nun -F&#39;i1 /I /&#39;?92r92 2-" m_ I 1 I.»-Q -I-W-rt-iv" VA w 4.--Q95. � &#39; &#39; .7� V * I� - �fe ~ /4"/�/�<»�c> //�/ifMayor Vann&#39;¬x§§Q&ind requelz was for review of files
of our Birmingham Off e regarding twelve named bombing incidents
which occurred in Birmingham during the period 1956-1965. Above
memorandum 2/5/76 attached for approval a letter to the Civil
Rights Division  CRD! advising of the receipt of Mayor Vann&#39;s
second request and seeking the Department&#39;s concurrence in a
proposed response,to Vann. That proposed response was to the
effect that we had conducted no investigation regarding seven of
the incidents., It also proposed that he be advised that as to the
remaining five incidents, we had conducted investigations, but that
those investigations were conducted in varying degrees in conjunctior
with investigation of captioned case, that we are presently
furnishing information regarding captioned case to Alabama Attorney
General  AG! Baxley in connection with investigation being conducted
by him and that his, Vann&#39;s, request would be more appropriately
directed to Hr. Baxley, inasmuch as furnishing of information by the
FBI to other State and/or local officials could conceivably interfere

with Baxley&#39;s investigation. Pg MAR,A/ 375 I
Enclosures w �J $__JQ~ _V�151-1025  CWTINUED �pawn B l
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Memorandum to Mr. Wannall
Re: BAPBOMB
157-1025

By memorandum 2/17/76  copy attached for readyreference! the CRD advised it concurs in our proposed response
to �avor ?ann.

Attached for approval is a teletype to SAC,
Birmingham, instructing that he respond to Mayor Vann in linewith the above proposal, Teletype also clarifies one aspect
of prior request of Mayor Vann regarding his asking for
review of results of our investigation of incident involving
the beating of Freedom Riders at a bus depot in Birmingham
in 1961.

RECOMMENDATION:

That attached teletype be approved.
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UNITED STATES GO� RNMENT

Memorandum
1-�: ___ _;_ _ __

To , ULIECCOI .1
_ &#39; Federal Bureau of Investigation

.raon PJ. Stanley Pottinger l
ssistant Attorney General

�n� vil Rights Division /�M*��
J4 Unknown Subjects

Q

-1--la - _. 44�-as
ft� l7&#39;H/UDATE Z

JSP:WLG:ljr
ns 144-1-906

r . .�*-_ �x�N2: ...92__ _ - _ _- _ _ . &#39;D.�._ii.&#39;:-F-92�92
Bombing or the 16th Street 92 DFY&#39;~� FF92 Baptist Church, Birmingham, 929292��£1-c_;i~&#39;
Alabaa, September 15, 1963,

-� BOMBING MATTERS

Reference is made to your memorandum in the above
matter dated February 9, 1926, requesting our advice on you _
proposed response to Mayor Vann&#39;s request for information
regarding this matter. �g:

We concur in your proposed response; that regar- -tff
incidents #1 - #7, the Bureau conducted no investigation &#39; &#39;
concerning these incidents; and that with respect to incident
#8 - #12 inquiry would be more appropriately directed to
Attorney General Baxley.
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FROM: SAC, BIRMINGHAM �57-552!  P!

nrram-xon= 1
Q   BAPBOMB

FOR INFORMATION OF BUREAU, FORMER BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA POLICE

DEPARTMENT CHIEF JAMIE MOORE IS CURRENTLY WORKING FOR ALABAMA.

STATE ATTORNEY GENERAL&#39;S OFFICE. MOORE AND OTHER INVESTIGATORS

ARE CURRENTLY INVESTIGATING THE 1963 BOMBING OF THE 16TH ST FET

BAPTIST CHURCH, BIRMINGHAM» �D
AT APPROXIMATELY 8:66 PM, 3/22/T6, MOORE&#39;S CAR, A 1974 SEDAN,

�PAS FIRED UPON APPARENELY FROM A PASSING VEHICLE WHILE HIS CAR
MAS PARKED IN FRONT-OF HIS RESIDENCE, 752 85TH STREET SOUTH,

BIRMINGHAM. BULLETS STRUCK�LEFT REAR DOOR, LEFT FRONT DOOR AND

LEFT FRONT FENDER, NO INJURIFEi-1i§TAINED AND _ E THA
HIS can mm BEEN HIT um-11. 5/25/vs. �REC-49

ncconn we T0 CAPT. JACK LEGRAND, BIRMIMGHAF .2,9¬*871=§MER
KLAN MEMBERS ARE SUSPECTED nmsmucn AS mom: 1s"1&#39;1WbtvED&#39;1&#39;n&#39;-" 42:,
INVESTIGATION OF CAPTIONED MATTER FOR srnwz ATTORNEY GENERAL&#39;S

OFFICE. BIRMINGHAM CONDUCTING NO INVESTIGATION EXCEPT CONTACT
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UNITED STATES JVERNMENT
Memorandum  I �&#39; P� °*���"��� *?~&#39;-&#39;-�:==--
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-L� CoT. W. Lmlm
Gan. luv.

spec. lnv
Tr Iniu ng

Tulopinnc
Dlncloc Sc

PURPOSE: The purpose of this memorandum is to to the
Director&#39;s question regarding significance of article appearing
in 3/20/76 edition of New York Times. Article stated thaaccording to Algbgma_State Attorney General  AG! Wi11iamQ§:x1ey,FBI failed for four years"to respond to Bax1ey&#39;s 1971 req st./
for results of FBI investigation into captioned case, which F �-
involved the bombing of the 16th Street Baptist Church, ~s"""
Birmingham, Alabama, 9/15/63.

SYNOPSIS: Above-mentioned article inaccurately states FBI with-
held information concerning captioned case from Mr. Baxley from .
1971 to 1975. Baxley&#39;s initial request, made in 1971, was
referred to the Department and Baxley so advised. No reply
received from the Department. Request renewed in April, 1975;
again referred to the Department and Baxley so advised. Third
request received from Baxley in December, 1975; referred to
Department and Department authorized dissemination which began
promptly thereafter and is continuing.

§pBR§§T BUREAU POLIQX: Not applicable.

RECOMMENDATIONS: Submitted for Director&#39;s information. Q

1- _ _ 5q______ LaboratoryAPPRoVFlZ~,|� Estmzfljis ........ .. Legal Coun....._....-- rAssoc Dar  - Pl 8� Eva� f&#39; . . Gen� |nV______________ BTL ----~"°"&#39;-. .. BL,»-92 gen    &#39; l:£ent......-.....  Rec. Mgmt........_.._-ep&#39; - . lnspec &#39;0  -... Spec. lnv-.............--lntelf./ril�  Trainlng..__...._.----
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Memorandum to Mr. Leavitt
Re: BAPBOM
157-1025

92

DETAILS: BAPBOM is the code name for our investigation of
bombing of 16th Street Baptist Church, Birmingham, Alabama,

9/15/63. 92922{
_A£tic1e captioned :*S§~BOMBING DATA WITHHELD_BY F.B.I."

appeared inr372Q/76_edition of New York Times. Article states
that Alabama State AG William Baxley, in 1971, requested results
of FBI investigation in captioned case but that the FBI "withheld"
the requested information until December, 1975. The article
stated that the information was given to Mr. Baxley "only after
a newsman learned of the Bureau&#39;s refusing to cooperate with the
Baxley investigation and inquired about it in Washington." The
Director asked, "What about this?" �

The article is inaccurate. The facts are set out
below.

On 4/5/71 Baxley called FBIHQ advising he had recently
become AG of Alabama, that he wanted to furnish any possible help
he could to the FBI to solve captioned case and that he would
like to talk to someone in that regard. When contacted by SAC,
Birmingham, on 4/6/71, Baxley advised he had launched an inquiry
into captioned case and desired FBI assistance. Specifically,
he requested names of witnesses who could place certain suspects
in Birmingham on,the date of the bombing, any available information
as to automobiles then operated by those suspects and the nature
of the device or devices used in the hombing= He also requested
the results of polygraph tests given to suspects and asked to
interview the 0Perator s!.who administered the tests. Baxley&#39;s
request was referred to the Civil Rights Division  CRD! case
handled by that division!. Our referral letter stated that no
further action would be taken by the FBI regarding Baxley�s
request in the absence of specific instructions from CRD. On
4/14/71 SAC, Birmingham, advised Baxley his request.had been
referred to CRD. Baxley said he was going to call Jerris Leonard
 then Assistant AG in charge of QBD!, with when he was personally
acquainted to seek Departmental clearance for desired information.
No reply to our referral letter was received from CRD.

CONTINUED � OVER
_ 2 _
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Memorandum to Mr. Leavitt
Re: BAPBOM
157-1025

On 4/18/75 Baxley telephonically contacted Mr. Reed
in the Director&#39;s Office, stating he had additional information
in this matter and desired to see SAC, Birmingham, in that regard.
He was contacted by SAC, Birmingham, on 4/21/75 and an appoint-~
ment was scheduled for 4/25/75. At that time Baxley advised an
informant, whom he declined to identify, had provided information
which he felt warranted additional investigation. He said it was
the same information he had in 1971, that he had not had the
opportunity to develop same but felt that with the passage of
time, certain individuals previously contacted might be willing
to provide information beneficial to the solving of the case.
He asked that FBI Agents participate jointly with his investi- =
gators in the "additional investigation." He was told this
could not be done, but that if he had any additional information
constituting a basis for logical investigation, we would, upon
receipt of such information, conduct any necessary additional
investigation. He said he preferred that such investigation be
controlled from his office. He said if Agents could not parti-
cipate in a joint investigation he would appreciate receiving
results of certain aspects of our investigation, particularly
results of interviews of suspects. His request was referred
to the CRD and he was advised of the referral. Our referral
letter again stated no action was being taken by the FBI regarding
Baxley&#39;s request�in the absence of specific instructions from CRD.

I
J.

ln July, 1975, Departmental A�nrney Wil ia L. Gardner,CRD, telephonically inquired of Bureau Supervisorb A
as to the action desired by the FBI regarding Baxley&#39;s reques
It was pointed out to him that Baxley declined to furnish any of
his information to the FBI, that disclosure of some of the results
of investigation might compromise confidentialities, but that as
indicated in our referral communications, we were taking no action
in the absence of specific instructions from CRD.

On 12/1/75 Baxley contacted Robert Havel, Office of
Public Information, Department of Justice, requesting certain
results of FBI investigation in this matter. Havel was apprised
of the receipt and disposition of Baxley&#39;s prior requests. Havel

� 3 � CONTINUED � OVER
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Memorandum_to Mr. Leavitt
Re! BAPBOM
157-1025 -

� 1

requested that the matter be discussed with CRD and this was
done on the same date. At that time Mr. Gardner of CRD stated
the Department&#39;s case was closed, that the Department had no
objection to furnishing the requested information to Baxley
and that CRD would forward a communication so stating. That
communication, dated 12/3/75, was subsequently received and
SAC, Birmingham, was immediately advised. He was instructed to
comply with Bax1ey&#39;s request and was also instructed that if
any requested information would tend to disclose sources whose
identities could not be disclosed, the requested information
was to be furnished orally inpa manner to protect the sources.
SAC, Birmingham, was also instructed that upon completion of
the dissemination, FBIHQ was to be advised, identifying the
information disseminated.

_ SAC, Birmingham,advised on 3/30/76 that Bax1ey&#39;s
request has been received in phases, that the latest aspect of
the request has been handled and Birmingham is awaiting receipt
of the next phase of the request.
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By WAYNE�F IPIHIIEOTMNIITHIMONTGOMERY, Ala.,&#39;is -inns Federal B  of
Investigation withheld re-
sults of its Inquiry into tho�
11963 bombing of a Birmingham
ichurch from the Alabama At-
gtorney General for more than
{four years despite repeated re-
I quests for the data. *
i AT&#39;he state�: Attorney General.
zwilliam Huxley, confirmed that:
tile bureau had withheiti its ex-f
tensive inforomation -- which:
other sources said included the
incriminating results of alpoly-E
graph test given to a man sus-
pected of malcing the bombs-

Vcamber. Mr. Baxiey&#39;s office�
been_conducting its own in-

,v�;cg1ation into the bombing.
HI �ch killed four black chil-p1 Fen, since he took office in.
l

s _11. -
2 The F.B.I_ information was
&#39; given to Mr. Baxley only after.
»a. newsman learned of the�
}bureau&#39;s refusal to cooperatei

with the Baxiey investigation
. and inquired about it in Wash-
Tington. i

&#39; �. .1- -.4 "n.

_from the time of his initial - ;~
quest in 1971 until last -�

"Inn F.B.I, spokesman in

inf; the Justice Deifaarl-ment;
iwhich had control o the in-
; formation, the spokesman said..-
� I-�our years later. he said. the
, Justice  ent got around
_lo-respon . _
�i -1 No Reason Offered
i The spokesman had no ex-
fplantion of why the informs-
._tion was held up. Local law
enforcement officials, particu-
Elarly in noisily troubled South-
-,ern areas, often have com-
gplained of difficulty in obtain-
rig such F.B.I. data. _
g A Justice Department official,
; -id, in response to the state-
sent from the F.B.I. spokes-
. n, that no one in the Civil

ts Division could be found
remembered the bureau

E sing on Mr. Baxley&#39; questgt. 971. a..  as
r Rnsrinitr anirl {Gil ilk In

~ asPvestigation of the born g was
honnnumgi adding,� "We&#39;re con- 92 Jd¬1"lt at WGIB maknig rY_��Q/xvb�! 6&#39; yk LCU nth�! �.-J�_;_ -!____L;__4__f

Q3 D &#39;. C1_.L�»&#39;1-v&#39;92_»&#39;
gie. 0 ii t.

ill�;-E"-�5~...." I...� i,.&#39;.&#39;i__"&#39;_,&#39; �"*"" &#39; �___, ----�.:�-"_.-- .

Washington said that when the�
. request for the lnformationi
lw-is received in 1971. it was;
 sent to the Civil Rights Division;

53 BUMBING DATA
i .

1ljWiTHHELl!yBYsF. .i
_Ai ama Of�clai Doniirmsi

/I Il�l D--~ i

&#39; -&#39; -= .L..; . Tm-_;¢

l....~..-.| |.|s-&#39; if
IQIIUIUU I&#39;ll!

En�equesl for 4-Yiealre A l
&#39; l92m925l38h the case has nbeen officially closed; it 3??
inectlye, both at the state �ma
;I-�edenal levels, _when . Bax-Bii�ymt��glagfflq� in 1971

_1&#39;- By. asked a ut the�f�sultr in getting 1-12.1.,
infcmstien. said tliat he under-" --
310.01 the buneau�s reluctance
Etc� _rele-ase such information�
siuring the early 1960�s, when
there was some fear on the part
of the bureau that it&#39;s informa-
_tion mighthe leaked by un-
sympathetic law enforcement
of cers in the South. But hev
s he considered such fears.
_ undiess today. e . i
F Investigation Hindered
" e refusal of the bureau to
provide the information meant
glnali� 5t:t8deil�lV1BSLl¬&iC3f�5t wen:a e 0 ve o ea sup by the bureah at the �iiiife,
and it also entirely forestalled
tt111:l:=I::t1sc_>nmg_to cegtziin�inig ince 1 was e a

».".:°:=  �"=.."r �"-- c W1 t ti own what theyunmight hgv�lgie the 1=.e.t. .
i Among the withheld informa-
gtion, the Times has learned,

�:22: ":.r....*"*
5 believed to have made the bomb
Fused in the explosion, and be-1
X; ieved placed by mother party,
- prime target of the Baxiey
ilinquiry. &#39;I�he_ test showed that
ii�Z.�f.i�.1""".�.�.°..*.i§°i&#39;i.�é"�i�.�i§.�..§�§ ?§�i$
�_&#39;homegworkshop. Polygraph test
�results are not admissible in
court as evidence in such cases,
i, but they do provide important
Y� corroboration to investigators.
The man is now dead.

pi As a result of the renewed
istste inquiry into the church
_ bombing. Mr. Baxley, off� e has

ready brought unrela mur-
&#39;, indictments against three

er Kn Kim: Klansm ac-
; sad of forcing a bla man
, jump to his death from a
bridge outside Montgomery 19
yen;-gggo,&#39;___,  4! .

"Them were a whole series
Of bombings � two othe in
Birmingham, plus one h ,
previously unsolved � that
could make a mse on ri t
now,� Mr. Barley said, � ut
the statute [ofliinitations] has
run out.� - _

ivir. Baxiey said those bomb-
ings were related to the church
bombing in Birmingham. ;

�We&#39;re about a smidgen of an
inch away from solving one
�that occurred nea an occupied I
dwelling - and there ls not
}:li&#39;|1i1 iLtation on that,� Mr. Baxleyl�sa a

_ Motivated by Hatred j
Asked about the relationship �

between the Birmingham bomb-
ings and those in Montgomery�
and elsewhere in the South, Mr. i
;BaxIey said, �The relationship
�is haphazard. Some were re-F
ilated, some were not." *

"All were motivated by in-

, e individuals implica in

fas :�the missionaries" or �the

t pse hatred. Another relation-
s �p is that they wen all donei

the scum of the earth. i=
l Mr. Baxley said that s e of

the fatal Birmingham urch
4 bombing referred to them lvesi"

i
imi zionary group." -A &#39;

. qsp. AD |%�I&#39;_,-,5
Asst. Dim

Admin. :_____
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Toiophona Rm. _.

Director 5oc&#39;y __

1

Th Washington Post ._....__..._.-__

W ington Star-News ____._

fly News iliew York! ..___._.____

he New York Times __£L__
The Wall Street Journal __..___i1 The National Observer ii
The L-oa Angeles Times _.__..___

more 2 0 1975
Date ______._._i.__._._.

103EiiCLUSUlii.
/5 7 5/5!?-._&#39;§&#39;

HEB 36 :15
/



q...

" �>-&#39;vl:2_;��&#39;92-ui
.___,7,__.

 ,_->,
- - -as

7.

W
*. 92 1 6.!�~.*l&#39;{i
~ .&#39;-2&1�;

1

&#39;92.

,-

�
�.1 -&#39; -Q;._?-.
-..

3- -I:--�J 4» t
t1-,1&#39;;.;-_;:P§s_f ~.a �Y &#39;

Q�, _.._. _-

;-..e-a,,.:="= "....i »-_,-4.�.�-0- -1-

, _ -V 5

~&ee>
�£4-.~

~<>

1
Transmit the following in  ~ � B
¢

&#39; Via

/

._92

1"

2 &#39; J ""
~ IFD-36  Rev. 2�14~74} K &#39; ,5

rq a. Q

FBI

92� Date:  ,-
./

 Type in plaintext or code!

_ T AIRTEL_5 H , Z AIRMAIL-

at 1

I FROM: sac, BIRMNGHAM  80-171!04/ e ~ _   a
92 susJEe;; RELATIONS WITH NEWS MED A ,%;! ¢,a7 . _Mm

�<1

9292 These answers ill be greatly appreciated and

 Precedence! K *7 Wk � W

��"T&#39;<>§ ___________ &#39;-
" DIRECTOR, FBI

ATTENTION: EXTERNAL ARRAIRS DIVISION - .

&#39;92_. - ,_, &#39;,"" , &#39;~  * _&#39;_ - .&#39; - -" &#39; &#39;  �F
Attached is a news article from Page 1 of 3

"The Birmingham News" dated 3/14/76 written by ANDREW
KILPATRICK, staff writer for the above paper.

The Bureau is B-requested to expeditiously furnish &#39; _
Birmingham any information regarding receipt of informationas contained 1.2 tape obtained by Miami Police Department;
if tape or int rmation in tape furnished to Warren Commission
and if not furnished, the reason why it was not furnished.

will be made available KILPATRICK upon receipt.

!@ox,o?so�Ei}92 y57._ /0 _ ..
@- Bureau  End. I 1 &#39;_ .-.u92- "

1 - Birmingham;-. ;; 92 A
J� &#39;z>./eaze, 47¢

r ,4°<ii"&#39;°°� z-�ii; "?""*"&#39;°!-5°.§£�;1L"?% 57%
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All  s K rs-u 1 &#39;

Q._i-I-n-I� �

By ANDREW KILPATRICK
- News stat! writer

The bombing of Birmingham&#39;s Six-
teenth Street Baptist Church in l963�as
well as the possibility of killing Presi-
dent John F. Kennedy and Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr.-were discussed in a
20-minute conversation which was
recorded by a room bug planted in a
Miami hotel room Nov. 9, 1963, accord-
ing to Miami police. -

The conversation was between a po-
lice informer and a �states� rights"
advocate. � "&#39; &#39; &#39; - _ .

The Miami police, because they did
not have jurisdiction over the crimes,
said they turned the iniorination over to
the FBI.

But an FBI spokesman in Washing-
ton D.C., who recently indicated the"
tape was not a good lead, said he could
not really comment about it because
Sen. Frank Church&#39;s U.S. Senate Intel-
ligence. Committee is studying the
Kennedy assassination. ii

HE SAID information about the tape
11§.iLh££&#39;-ii turned over to the-than-es;

ll

I

D_ � é __ _______*� _ __ 7 Gui:-at-e
&#39; I . �Indicate page, name of

~�-.-f~-;;&#39;-=;@i- 5  &#39;  &#39;,  -,-&#39;~
.-.:_; .1�; . - ->*_ �-4-: 1 &#39;:.;-:;=:f:_r;:;.~.;;-�i-�-&#39;~"- &#39; .~ ,- : -. - -"  _&#39; &#39; - 1. f:&#39;3&#39;5&#39;:�-.=.<;:&#39;5?�  -.3&#39;92,&#39; Ed :1� _ i."- &#39; �J! �-  . -&#39;- _�1;:5 =5=E 2:5-;.-1i.= ,
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. --i-*--�~ KENNEDY -�--3
"MW  .~talkin &l%m�

digcussed ways to kill K_ennedy..."hest
way would be off a building with a high-_
powered ri�e.�

l
i

 &#39;fU!l&#39;i&#39;fll&#39;i&#39;s&#39;r&#39;,&#39;ion, which i m
Keiinedy�s assassination, and he said
questions about the tape would have to
be addressed to Warren Commission
members. &#39; &#39; - 1

But the 14-volume Warren Commis- &#39;

l
all-in 1-A-an-4 -ma-1&#39;4,-&#39; -A --...._o:.._ ...I 4L- l l s iiianca nu uiciiill-IHIB-I-II! I

_ i .__. ___ .7

tape. And J. Lee Rankin oi New Yorli
City, general counsel for the Warren
Commission, said Friday, �I don�t re-
call such a tape," and he said informa-
tion about the tape had not come to him.
Others who served on the Warren Com-
mission said they had no recollection of
thetape. &#39; {I " ._ . -

In the Miami conversation, wliich
tools place 55 days after the church

_ bombing, and 13 days belore the Kenne-
dy assassination, the states� rights

I

I

I
I
I

AND THilI�S how Kennedy was kill-
ed in Dallas, &#39;l�ex., Nov. 22, 1963.

The Birmingham News recently
interviewed now-retired Miami police-
man Everett Key who planted the bug, y
and The News recently listened to the &#39;
b . . . .assign-audible tape while cheelnng1",_

num r o leads about the _¢ l1r¢ y
bombing. A 5 - I

Both men who took P3� In til� betel
conversation are dead. .

But before the states� rights advmai�
died, a Miami News l&#39;BPi_JI119I&#39;,_ B1
Barry, now a free lance writer. lI92l11:�l"
viewed him by phone. Barri� Sal� e
man at first denied knowing �nyihln�
about plans to kill Iiennedy, but he
apparently soon realized the Barry s
questions were based on the tape pollen
1.. .1 I_a &#39;|&#39;92___.-n 92-than &#39; -  |
|  iy Imus . , i-�-y _in _ . &#39; _l___ ,,_. .-.. -nu. 1.-in ¢_. 1s-. -
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story from �not knowing" to �not want
ing to talk about it."

Then, the man&#39;s wife picked up the
phone extension, Barry said, and told
her husband the reporter was trying to
pin something on him. Barry said after
that, �the conversation deteriorated,"
and the man wouldn�t talk any more
about the incident.

The man, descri�d by Barry as �a
gad-about poiitieai figure in Georgia,"
later died from an apparent space heat-
-er accident in his home. Miami police
said the informer, �Willie Sommerset,
died of natural causes. &#39;

In 1967, two Birmingham policemen
went to Miami and listened to the coa-
versation a week after its existence was
reported. They returned and filed a one-
page memo in which they concluded
there was no proof the Klansman men-
tioned in the tape had anything to do
wghmggurch bombing. Be
Gl  where the man was; grey� &#39;
reported.

BUT LAST WEEK Birmingham po-
lice asked for and received a copy of the
conversation from Miami police. Capt.
Jack LeGrand confirmed Birmingham
police now have thle tape and are study-
ing it. &#39;_ .

The tape  made nine days before
Kennedy came to Miami Nov. 18, 1963,
to give a speech at the Orange Bowl, a
speech in which he promised to return
the Cuban Bay of Pigs brigade flag to
Cuban soil ioilowing the ill-fated Bay of
Pigs invasion Q1&#39;_Apgi1_l96l.

After listening to the tape, Miami po-
lice insisted Kennedy take a helicopter
to ii spot near the Orange Bowl rather
than go by motorcade as planned.

in the tape, the states� rights advo-
cate speaks of �-�a young ex-Marine who
really knows _his business," who was
�in toiifn" and was well-known in
Chattanooga, Nashville and New Or-
leans, and who knew the Klan. i

THE MAN said the try to get Kenne-
dy in Miami "is just a trial run," and
admitted, �It&#39;ll be a hard proposition to
get him."

The man also talked of how "it&#39;s in
the works� to get King, calling him,
�the Brown Bomber,� and_the men
talked about where King lived in Atlan-
ta.

Further. the man on the tape said the

I§RT&#39;t1¥?&#39;§hID the man changa 5151&#39; l_ I L A ,. ,
- ham fire marshal who was we .:rs-

investigator to reach the scent after the
church was bombed Sept. 15, 1963, said
the bombing was a dynamlll ¢¥l>|°i1°"-
He said he-and as far as he kiiows--
federai officials who sifted the debris,
did not come up with any bomb pal�,
but he said he could tell it was a dyna-
mite explosion because of the odor.

-¢

saasoa-Jtosenleld, a formen-Biiiia.iii£&#39;

Knowledge oi the Miami tape came
to light when Sommerset told Barry of
its existence. He and Soriimefaei �-"-�E7�-9
over the taped conversation and Barry
reported the stoisu-a-1&#39; _

At that time the FBI had practically
no comment about the tape.

The Miami tape leaves unanswered
questions. g &#39;

Was information about the tap? "9?I&#39;
ly turned over to the Warren Commis-
sion as the FBI claims? What evalua-
tion did the FBI make of the incident?

was the incident reaiiy a case oia
serious threat against the life of a presi-
dent? . _

Was it just wild talk in the night or
was mere something to �it�! .,_,_i_,
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1 OFFlCE H=THE MAYOR
navro VANN -

MAYOR

March 26, 1976

0 Mr. L. R. Kirkpatrick
Special Agent in Charge
Federal Bureau of Investigation
1400 � 2121 Building
Birmingham, Alabama 35203

Dear Mr. Kirkpatrick}

February 25th and
of race related

early 1960&#39;s.

I appreciate your two letters to me dated
March 5th, 1976, relative to the investigation
bombings and violence in Birmingham during the

As outlined in your February 25th letter, the Birmingham
Police Department will work with and through the Alabama Attorney
General regarding the 16th Street Church bombing. The Birmingham
police officials assigned to this investigation are already
working closely with representatives of Attorney General Baxley&#39;s
Office. and anv rec _s+ for additional information will be___ _ _ ____ _ 1]P___i-_, i___ _� __J___

forwarded to the FBI through the Attorney General.

Captain Jack E.;LeGrand is the senior Birmingham police
official directing the Trailways Bus Depot incident investigation.
A copy of your March Sth letter has been forwarded to him, and I
am sure he will contact you if discussions are needed as outlined
in your letter. - -

If any changes are needed in these procedures, l will contact
you. Pending that necessity, we will work within the framework
you have established. -

Thank you for your cooperation thus far in this matter. I do
regret that there does not appear to be an effective way to make
all information available to our law enforcement officials. I
continue to believe that your confidential files on informants,
etc. would be most helpful and that some way to achieve a higher
degree of cooperation should be available.

/;"75i§°3Z92LF-��-/ 7 55
A33 David Vann �i_,_ -E�-uqn r _..;.,  M� "   ~

3



STATE OF AL. .I:-�IA- Momoomenv. ALABAMA sou

WILLIAM J. BAXLEY
ATTORNEY GENERAL

GEORGE L. BECK
DEPUTY A�oauzv  ;ggq;g,A_l_

E. HAY ACTON
Exzcu�vz ASIISTANT
WALTER 5. TURNER

cmsr ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL.
LUCY M. RICHARDS

CONFIDENTIAL ASSISTANT
JACK D. SHOWS
cmzr INVESTIGATOR

&#39; Honorable

Director

I8 �nes NI1-n.-C 1-1--

June 1, 1976 ..¬??;1?¢

@&#39;§�,~�/gig�

Assoc. Dir. ..
DepwLD-Adm .
Dq»An4&=i;

� Asst. Dir-.: &#39;92
Adm. s"!"V. ._.___
Ext. A:"&#39;.*:u&#39;Q !-.."

Fm.&I%j?f%i
Gen. lnv. _¢-..___,_,
ldcnt. _______ ..92_.. -._
Insprwtion .. ____ ..
Intcll.  ._
Luhnra  H
Legal  .... .-
Plan. & val, W,
Rec. Mgm . _.__._
Spec. Inv. _____-._
T . .1&#39;:ur1mg , .__.

Tile phunt I� _-U92_y92 92,/92
u=&#39; H

Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D. C.

Dear Director Kelly:

As you may know the Attorney General of Alabama and1
� the Police Department of the City of Birmingham, Alabama
l have reopened the investigation into the l963 bombing of

the 16th Street Baptist Church in Birmingham. We have been
jointly working on the investigation for approximately six
months. In the course of the investigation we have received

./&#39;

some information from the FBI Office in Birmingham-�primarily 1
302 form reports of interviews with suspects and other Ru
Klux Klan members in the Birmingham area at the time.

We are now at a point in the investigation where we j.I l_would like_tominterYi§W.8 UQQPQE of the FBI agentg who w9rkedg_ �./&#39;, on the case in 1961,§QQ_l64�in�§i;i@$@�EmL T have enclosed a
is �6f�the ns�E§"b£ these agents.

/IT

We feel that it is necessary for our investigators to
talk to these agents to develop background information on thqfr��l
case which is not included in the reports that are contained

many people and had leads of which we ar naware.
in the case file. These agents undoubtedly spoke to a great

d� = >

.r".1
u*92S"-~.int�

.&#39; -"&#39; I .9  92

�xr

&#39;: "3 &#39;a"�:�-5 /&#39;

.-.-;l.§-95 . / 1 X
3;�; F� ST�1l3 � � """:�  -an
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K.

Honorable Clarence M. Kelly
Page Two
June 1, 1976

We would greatly appreciate it, therefore, if you would
authorize these agents to meet with our
discuss the case. If you could provide
current addresses of the agents we will
at places convenient to them.

investigators and
us with a list of,the
arrange to meet them

We greatly appreciate your cooperation in this matter.
. _ K �

 �.0  "// _.J9P
1 ,»~» *��/ 92i.»*

WILLIAM J%Zg;;;%Y
Ktt6f�Ey&#39;General of Alabama

WW1?� 4/?#§nJ::&;_
, _/__,,___._.£_......_, ..-......_ _.

t .I/cQ Q@><>--»�~�~DAVID . - ..

. M3Y°1�_g_ __§i¥minsh%�1,». . élabama

WJB/gr
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Jane 28, 1976

Honorable William J. Barley
Attorney General
State of Alabama
Montgomery, Alabama 36180

Dear Mr. Attorney General:

This letter will acknowlecge receipt of your letter,
also signed by Mayor David Vann, on June 17, 1976. Please
be advised that I am currently reviewing your request and will
give you a response to it in the near future.

Sincerely yours,

0 M Kell- - or

, / Clareme M. Kelley
5» �k /5 7* /6 �* Director

1 - Honorable David Vann
Mayor "
Birmingham, Alabama y�

MMLED10

1 - sec, Birmingham  Enc.! * j JUN 9, 31975 :
[I B1-Copy of incoming! "I &#39;

"� 2- -_.,_
�nu .19�-ll ---

NOTE: Based on incoming letter -u e une 1, 1976, received June 17th.

APPROVED: , .._;;¬�%£><:. Affairs ........ __ Laboratory ________
Assoc. Dir .... .;*.&#39;.I.�l..._. Fin. 5. Pers ........ -. Legal Coun.&#39;_Y_921 _ __08:1 AD Adm-3...�. Gen.  Plan. & Eval._____
099- AD |&#39;�"r}#----"92 |d8�l...........  Rec. Mgmt.............-.k  Asst. Dir.: x lnspcction........... Spec.
Adm. Serv. &#39; � ,.......... .. lntell...-......_....,..... Tra1n|ng____________§T____

MAIL ROOM urm" I]
FBI/DO-J



-�ylrff

�YA ti�

. "_~}<�

"Q, .5. . -.==,,
_ _:_,_%__z _:_.._

-*&#39;l�i_&#39;=i§&a>-
E-a _ ; 1.-Q .

~1".:r.; r =-ff? -_-
&#39;92i;�:? "_.=:» _, &#39;:5, 7..

/V

. =§
_&#39; I is

�"- , �-

I

P � .

,.-

., AXQ

ac-B4 »K/R /K,  I   &#39; 5 ye...;§"&#39; 5� " A 1111120. me

Honorable William J. Barley A
Attorney General
State of Alabama
Montgomery, Alabama 86130

Dear Mr. Attorney General:

This letter is a further response to your letter of
June 1, 1976.

In the spirit oi� cooperation, I will authorize the
Special Agents on your list who are currently on mty in the FBI

______.ta_answer your inquiries. Further, as all at the Agents are now
» in �ass a to field divisions other than Birmingham, 1: wmld be

1» If�; _3.-�.�&#39;3=&#39;.;,"-_ &#39;-__=_ -_ W,� .
_._ _-¢-r.__~___w -,--
1-_.-.7

: ¢ !-
, ..=-�!
-�A
".._;.-_ .��l-

4/ :

.�-:3"-3*:-�_ Q

. .. J11� _
. 44"!�-4-�

.-+-
,,

-=r1-bit-.u|:�
,�.�&#39;*.�#�� 5 . _

i f
92

q-,
92�&#39;|

_f,92,�L I1-

lt for them to determine the necessary parameter out discus
sin to avoid a�ecting investigations which may he pending in our
B ingham O�ice. Thereiore, I suggest you tarnish me with
gr tten inquiries to be forwarded to the Agents for prompt reply.

I �#at§m.;:"-
Clarence K. Kelley
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1 - Honorable David Vann

Mayor _
Birmingham, Alabama
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Honorable William J. Baxley

NOTE:

Based on incoming letter dated June 1, 1976, and:
the Director &#39;s interim reply dated June 23, 1976. _

.- &#39; &#39; "Fl-nla I92&#39;921J|"|&#39;.Q_&#39;II nnnnarna on lunusn�flunflnn lamina nnnrlunf-nrl _A-Ill-B l-I-lil-Iilvivl IIVIIVDQLLII bill lllI92aBbl6QI-bA92-II-l_92I92.|bl� 92n92JlI~092n92vIu92:�

by the Attorney General of Alabama and the Police Department of Birmingham
into the 1963 bombing of a church in Birmingham. Pursuant to a prior
request, the Birmingham Office has furnished copies of investigative reports.

A The current request is to interview 23 Special Agents who may
have personal knowledge concerning the FBI investigation oi the cinrch
bombing which may assist the Attorney General in his current inquiry.
V1 H16 BU 92:P=92IlQI- �5c"§§ I|n�92L|~l¢Q| Ill �J-lc �1¥§92I|l> 11¢, 92J&#39;925ll.G1.n.|. § LLQI� KIIILJ I-IIG

following are currently on duty: -  7
92.

In ri�e! ~*" �°"�D md:¢::".S/e//6/
S" /iu"/�sf-seed� =1�; 5-1&#39;;-Lg==&#39;-1;�-;;;�dn".n<.m,=,shun� P¢=¢!"&#39;- &#39;5 "~
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. A5500. Dir----l--- Fm� A� Perswm Plan. a Eva1-...

DEB.    &#39;�v--�n-ugh� |-ii- nnnnnb ____;__
&#39;  nt �_ __ �cu. m5I--92-----~--{�V"1 DBP- AD |"�&#39; e   Spec. lnv ................ ..

P~$5i- Dim m5pect.IOn&#39;" Trainin8--.--...-.---~--
Hdm. Serv._____.__, 7 lnteil._.._.-.........--- . . K . "

x

. 1- . . _

-2-



--::,..", ._
,.&#39;  7, _»i;. ,-,� �;�:?- --
1" ;__-;:�",._

":_.E»T~.:. .,1. - -
7%,...

-1 +�T35 . %

-&#39;3-3"?-<;�1»~&#39;i?&#39; &#39;2&#39;
�  � PT.

-&#39;7 �I.&#39;,- _. ,. ._. i~1§%1"~*&#39;.P.
T-if
=I.._

P er. ;�.-;

..   ;�"1 I. -, ¢__
&#39; �-:*"�."��.;.-7+.

, Z�,->_

E�__ .

a: -.114 .
jJ%j&#39;_ 7",1" �- = &#39; =1

T.-?T___?&#39;:"","g� ~ -&#39;:&#39;¢f
- .-.&#39;-5.?-:.� ~_
-#§w

- Y _-L_-;¢�-.. &#39;=._,,. _..-- -, .- 92T_-&#39;1-5- -~"~-5;-tj:-r&#39; -: =
._A._.i.  ___éA� _.�5.- �.�;£:.,""..,_.__.. __. Q.,~  . L. 14

2..-_&#39; 1 ,

.&#39; _ .2� -,
-<1-L �;-1+�?
., V� ,-_-___.

J
--v

W! _

,.m§�¢
�ID: SAC, Birmingham �57-352!

FROI2 D1!&#39;B6tO1&#39;, FBI �57-1025!-

 @�_;>@
RBBUCGII �I0 Birllillghll dated 12/5/75 and 2/23/T5.

1" I"�"r

Advise status or dissemination being made to Attorney

7/1/16

General Iillian Baxley in captioned aattor.

� 47¢
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Assoc Din j,_   _!DIP-.|lDA��92._  l �luv �

lrdm. Sum ".._._ .1.-_ 92�:�&#39;
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y M" 7/9/76
Transmit the following in _ . . V .. ., {Type in plaintext or code!

/

via pg f AIRTEL  AIRMAIL _ _V K  Precedence! 7

�_ ____,-&#39;�"r�i*�~ __�
Z ..92

TO: DIRECTOR, I �57-1025! J! __
._ _ _   {TFROM. sac, IRMINGHAM �57 352!  &#39;::�§5w1-éilsg�i�

/la 5,; It SUBJECT Daiiq-"T9-/929292 _ F...A mm Qwwgw
/5

Re Bureau airtel to Birmingham, 7/1/76.
� � Birmingham has been furnishing information from

its files to GEORGE W. ROYER, JR., Assistant Attorney
General, Office of the Attorney General, State of Alabama,
WILLIAM BAXLEY, from captioned case since 12/12/75.
Birmingham has not furnished any information which would
tend to reveal informants or confidential sources. Based
on his request for specific information, the items which
have been furnished to ROYER are as follows:

On 12/12/75, copies of the following FD-302s
were furnished to ROYER:

4 _7" 3?-&#39;25/63 A
/<9 %;37i6&#39;§%3A REE-52-L. � ___&#39;_

A B2492�, /rs Y�/04¢
A - Bureau ��/6&#39;17- - ngham 5 =1 JUL 12 19.16/ail   --_.

&#39; Approved:, ,    . . Sent M Per__i________,_

___-.-_-_-.-_-____..__.__.._____._____.,.-____.___.___.--.___._______.._.-.__._
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10/ 7/ 53

_?f;&#39; on 12/12/75, ROYER was also furnished with

J11�
�
&#39;_: I-*1
" &#39;--ma -Y

_ _,_ . ii..-

available photographs of individuals named above and their
vehicles as well as photographs of the crime scene in
Binningham&#39; s possession. _
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BH 157-359

o The following items were furnished to ROYER
on 12/12/76:  copies of.FD-302s!~_.- &#39; -

l Insert reflecting summary of polygraph
interviewswith several of the above-named
individuals.

Copy of FBI Laboratory Report dated 9/20/63.

7 On 12/19/75, ROYER was furnished with copies
of the following FD-302s: ,
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On 3/5/76, ROYEB was furnished with copies of

FBI Identification records for the following named
individuals: &#39; &#39;
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FD~302 of

10/23/63
10/2 /53 &#39; .
FBI Laboratory Reports dated

10/l/62l0/1#/ 3 &#39; "

10/I5/63
10/22/63.
Birmingham, as mentioned above, has furnished

RQYER with all information requested by him with the
exception of any informant or source material and
since Birmingham has not received any additional requests
for information from its files from ROYER or Attorney ~
General BAXLEY&#39;s Office, sine; 3/5/76, Birmingham is &#39;"
placing this matter in a closed status at this time. V
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nznun-:1. AUGUST 23; 1976.
SAC; BIRMINGHAM HAS NO OBJECTION TO BUREAU PROPOSAL

non RESPONDING to BAX1.EY&#39;S REauss$TIf0§umn¥%&92§ 6§Eirgs7A§_ /0 =<_;��/&#39;!{
conmmzn IN RETELQ HWEVER, s,m_zY&#39;s PATENLTLY H1117�?!-: ---" &#39;"""&#39;� " &#39;
srgzmsur ram-~1 um: QUOTE STOPPED nznmnxne ms 7 SE? 1415� 1
Ass1smNrs- TELEPHONE cA1.1.s um-mots smuua ALERT FB1Ho;--"""""�&#39;- �T
AS IT HAS THIS OFFICE} TO INSURE THAT CONDITIONS FOR DEALING
WITH BAXLEY IN ANY QRHH OF HIS INVESTIGATION ARE TO BE
CLEARLY PRE-SET IN NRITING FND IN ACCORDANCE WITH ESTABLISHED
PROCEDURES AND GUIDELINES AVAILABLE TO ADEQUATELY PROTECT

. . ,1

"ms CONFIDENTIALITY or oun r~&#39;I1Q1-:s um.-rnz APPROPRIATE. IN rnzs

REGARD; rm: BUREAU MAY DESIRE �£0 em": ssmous cowsxm-matron1&#39; 1 92 i &#39;
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�TELEPHONE C§§LS TO ANY REPRESENTATIVE OF HIS OFFICE HAS

&#39; .

I� I� I-T "F

. _.~- ,3 I-! _ 692

§gdz Two an 157-352 t F r o
FBIHQ PRESENT DURING PROPOSED,INTERVIEWS TO PROVIDE A

BROADER BASE OF EXPERIENCE IN THSE MATTERS THAN MIGHT BE

AVAILABLE FROM THE BIRMINGHAM PRICIPAL LEGAL OFFICER¢_

IF MR. BAXLEY&#39;S COMPLETED INVESTIGATION ULTIMATELY RESULTS

IN SOMETHING LESS THAN PROSECUTION, THERE IS A POSSIBILITY

THAT HE MAY PULICLY CLAIM THAT HIS EFFORTS HERE

UNSUCCESSFUL BECAUSE OF THE LACK OF FBI COOPERATION.

_ THIS, 0? COURSE, SHOULD IN �e ugv TNFER THAT wt no?
COOPERATE WITH BAXLEY TO THE FULLEST EXTENT POSSIBLE;-&#39;

HOWEVER} HIS STATEMNT THAT THIS OFFICE HAS NOT RETURNED
V I

r&#39;_ .-=1. &#39;

NO BASIS IN�FACT WHATSOEVER AND, AS A MATTER OF FACT, THIS
_�_ 3- -3� .0- - -

OFFICE&#39;HAS AITEMFTED TO FURNISH MR. SAXLEY ALL INFORMATION
,...&#39; 1t»-- 0-

HE HAS:REQU§STED WITH EXCEPTION OF INFORMATION WHICH
V_ 92

w0ULD IDENTIFY CONFIDENTIAL SOURCES-
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_ Er,

State of Iiahaih
Attorney General

Q liontgm1=r��11.. y, �ahama 36130
_lgbv&#39; né§}tnr. asz¢rn@§tEena:ii=

This will acknowledge receipt or your letter
P----__datcd July 26, 1976, advising that you consider snhissinn

-�u-_

RH

&#39;f�7i@t f written inquiries to Special Agants of this Bureau
- zhom you wish to interview to be nnsntistactnry.

I have every desire to be as cooperative as
_ =cih1c in this nntter, ccnsistent eith ny respcnsihiliticn
3 or nnintaining the security or information in FBI tiles

aich must rennin ccnfidential. Therefore, I will authorize
A nterviews of those Agents presently on duty with the
*&#39;*reau by members of your staff, provided such iutervien�

re conducted at Birmingham, in the presence of other T31
___w� cprcscntativcc familiar with this nutter. Their praeace

111 he necessary to insure that matters which int rennin
confidential are not discussed.

D_

I

For your intarantion, only 12 of the 23 Agent:
previously named by you are presently on duty. Also, one
oi the Agent; you wish to intervinw, Jane: Bose Bike,

...,�. 5&#39; 11 .
- If you desire to conduct the interviews at the

12 Agents now 0n active duty in accordance with the above-
ncntioned procedure, I would ask that you contact the
Special ngent in charge 0! our Birn1nghaH.0£Iicn£¢Q ggpgned
with the necessary arrangeuantn. q2ggaw1£E�%>~-�

J L -"92&#39;

Assoc. Din ___
Dnp. AD Adrn.__.
Dip. AD In�.

Alli. D
Ad

......- -_ Your letter stated that the AgenQni§c �§d*hn$n§E
providing yaur ataf! with requested in£ornation_;runitheiiiea er an: Birnin§hn= Gifica tailed to rctarn�téieghcnc
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Honorable Killian J. Barley

call: tron aenhern oi your start. to your information,
I have been advised by the Special Agent in charge at
Birmingham that there have been no calla tron your stat!
which have not been renpoden to, and that :11 information
which your start has requested has been furnished except
for that information which would identify coniidentiai
IDHICGI 0 &#39; &#39;

I reel sure that as you become aware or manpower
and financial commitments involved in bringing the nbove-
mentioned Agents to Birninghtu tor interviown, you 1111
have n greater appreciation of the extent of my desire
to furnish maximum posible nnsistanco to you in this
matter. "

Sincerely yours,

G. M, Kelley

Clarence I . Kelley
Dir actor

1 - Honorable David Vann

Hayor
Birmingham, Alabama

more ro SAC, nxnumomu

Re Bureau teletype 8/23/76 and your teletype
3/24/76; Copy oi incoming previously furnished to you.
For your information, above-mentioned Agents presently
on active duty are: ,

7
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¬%3; It and when arrnngepantn are nade with Ir. Huxley for interviews
§;_; or above Agents, aévise FBIBQ to that appropriate instructions
;§f?; any be torvar¢ed to those Agents.
@�@�

ad teletype sggests representative or� �;;;g;_-� lei stem:.5*%¢; Legal Counsel Division be present at interriavs. Such
=� "� presense not considered necessary as no legal questions
:§§§£ are iavaivaa. .
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Honorable William J. Baxley

ROTE:

Captioned cane concerna bombing of 16th Street
Baptist Church in Birmingham, Alnbaa, 9/15/63, resulting .
in tour deaths and personal injury to 16 other ersons.
At his request, atter appropriate contact with Civil
nights Division, we tarnished certain results oi our in-
vestigation to Baxley. By airtel 7/9/76, Birmingham
listed nnnerone documents furnished to Barley and advised
that no additional information had been requested by hie
since 8/5/76,_the date on thick the last docunnte requested
were tarnished.

Apnnrently based on rennltn oi his review of
d0CUentB,Pr¢V10B81y tarnished, Barley has requested to
interview 23 Special agents who participated in above
investigation in Birninghaa in 1963-64. Our initial
response-ldri�ed we would authorize anbission oi written
questions to the Agents as a leans oi cooperation but
Inintainiug integrity or our tiles and pending uattera
within Birmingham Division. Incoming advised that approach
unsatisfactory. It alno alleges Bureau has not been
responding satisiactoulyto Barley�: pant requests  tor tact:
nee nenorandna 3/30/76, copy attached tor ready reference!
and that Birmingham has not answered telephone calla tron
Barley�: atatt.

Aspect regarding enggeetion oi Birmingham tore
presence or Legal Counsel Division representative at
intervielw coordinated vith that Division.

dlf _
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Honorable Clarence M. Kelley Mhuw
Director .r» », 92&#39; 92
Federal Bureau of Investigation 92_ 92
Washington, D. C. 20535

Dear Director Kelley: &#39;~a. gym?-*���"
92
92 I have your letter of July 20, 1976. As you recall in

our earlier letter to you we requested permission to inter-
view the FBI agents who participated in the investigation
of the bombing of the Sixteenth Street Baptist Church in

" Birmingham in 1963. In response to our request to interview
these agents, you have requested us to submit written

&#39; inquiries to be forwarded to these agents.

I must say that I am somewhat surprised by your response
to our letter. As a veteran law enforcement officer, you must 3
know from your own experience that the procedure you have j�
suggested for interviewing the agents in question is wholly ;�{
impractical and unworkable investigative procedure. The sub� 1

. mission of written inquiries is no substitute whatsoever for
I face to face interviews.

92 I hope that this suggestion by your office is not simply
_ 92 *3 3 another example of Bureau �footdragging" in this case. We have

met repeated resistence from the Bureau every/since we began ~
requesting information concerning the church bombing in 1971.
On a number of separate occasions I made personal requests for,
information from various Bureau high ranking personnel. Each
time I simply received no answer or was put off. Finally, afterl
making a trip to Washington myself, we were told that we could
have access to FBI fil on the case.

1

was  E8. . , -   .. ,~. I174/-7;, O� -� �Lu �W I "�
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Honorable Clarence M. Kelley
Page Two -

July 26, 1976

However, this granting by the FBI of access to the files

has been more illusary than real. My personnel who have
traveled to Birmingham to obtain information from
have been told, in effect, that only what they spe
ask for will be given to them. This, of course, p
somewhat of a problem when we have virtually no id
information is contained in the Bureau&#39;s files on

the first place. Finally, as of late, the agent i
providing our Personnel with information from the
files in Birmingham has stopped returning my assis
telephone calls.

I simply cannot understand the attitude of the
acting the way it has in this case. The statute o
has long run on any possible federal violation tha
prosecuted in the case. As a prosecutor, I would
willing and happy to provide any information I mig
case on which the state statute of limitations has
was any hope of ever bringing a prosecution in ano
diction.

As I have said, I trust that your suggestion t
written inquiries to the agents in question is not
of further recalcitrance on the part of the Bureau
this office with information in this case. I am w
letter in the hope that you will agree with me tha
of investigative procedure is totally impractical.
you will give us permission to interview the agent
on the case before I am forced to pursue an altern
of getting the information I feel we need.

We would greatly appreciate your cooperation i
I look forward to hearing from you concerning our

Sincerely,
�,Hna  r / a

_. I /J V�_� """" &#39;1 a k�
BILL BAXLEY

Attorney General

BB/gr
cc: David Vann

Mayor, City of Birmingham
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Capriioned case concerns bombing of 16th Street
Baptist Church, Birmingham, Alabama, 9/15/63, roaultilt
in tour doaths sad personal injury to 16 other persons. I

it his roqoost, sitar lpprOp1&#39;1I.�l;O contact sith the
Civil Rights Division, we have been tarnishing certain
results of our investigation to Barley. By sirtel 7/9/76,
Biriingaaa listed =::%::&#39;*-�:2 :&#39;-e-."@e-nia :&#39;::r:-.is!92.e.-s! to B-=..2�i-.-y
sad advised that so additional. iniornation had been requested
by his since 3/5/16, the chto on which tho last documents
requested were iurnishsd.

P:-oposod approach appears to be the only available
additional cooperative step Ihich can be taken, short oi
subjecting Agents to interview sithont benotit oi iniorneni
guidance as tqihst they can properly discuss with Basie! 5
stat! so 5...! to exoié 9-n___ssi1_:io lL!&#39;Qs_p:�¢_!!i5¢; at into:-nation in
B11-singhss tiles which must remain con�dential.

mooning letter implies that tailor.-e to sake Agents
available as requested, say result in issuance or subpoena
by �shy. A _
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I UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

_ Memorandum
/,

T0 : DIRECTOR, FBI �57-1025! DATE! 9-9-76

i -Faoriz/56 SAC, BIRMINGHAM �57-352!  c! _
V  -� -I I _ E Q- Copies made by

1 . K E T for. review by Rowe.."as _-_..§°
SUBJECT.   �K  � 92  �is

p,: ��_*, CE t Fwbcy Q~Q§�%w4r¢,p%
E 92929�9222

ReBHte1 to Director, 8/24/76.

"J7 Enclosed for the informatio the Bureauu� &#39; &#39;_ isQ1 one copy of an article entit TThe2B¬imingham Bombers,

-F � -
-j_,- - -=._.e �-

*¥~ 1963-1976" written by Bl;B�Eé:gWELL, a reporter for the
Birmingham Post�Herald, which appeared in the 9/4/76edition of "The Nati0�"- ;}.,; B E >1 ET�  :7 m

�* This article was furnished to SAC, Birmingham,
by Captain Jack LeGrand of the Birmingham Police Department. *
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