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NOTE:
This is the case involving the bombing or the 16th

Street Baptist Church,,Birmingham, Alabama, September 15, 1963
in which tour Negro girls were killed. We immediately launched
a most extensive type 01 investigation of this and related

12/7/64! that "This investigation
was prejudiced by premature arrests made by the Alabama Highway
Patrol, and, consequently, it has not yet been possible to
obtain evidence or confessions that would insure successful
prosecution, although the FBI has identified a small group of
Klansmen believed to be responsible!�

_ Bureau file contain nothing identifiable with
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Re Birningham airtel to Bureau dated 8/11/67.

SUMMARY

During the past week extensive investigation
has been conducted to verify residences, enployments and
automobiles or various bombing suspects in the Birmingham
Division.

I 92 Racial sources contacted during the past week
&#39; were unable to furnish any information of value to this

investigation.
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Obituary notices appearing in both the Birmingham
News and the Birainghaa Phat-Herald on Tuesday, August 22,
1967, revealed that THOMAS I BLAHTOH, 8R., aka �Pbp"
Blanton, expired on 8/21/67, tron natural caueel. This
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0 I s e ed at the homes of
. &#39;nd ROBE T E ARDa R DI

CHAHBLISS during the past week with unproductive results.

During the past week contact was had with racial
informants and racial sources concerning this matter as
well es echeel integration matters in the Birmingham are
however, no information was obtained_ot value to this
investigation.
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Re Birmingham airtel to Bureau dated 9/15/67

SUIARY

Investigation was conducted during the past week
to establish the whereabouts of Birmingham bombing suspects
in connection with the bombing of Beth Israel Congregation
Synagogue Jackson, Mississippi, on 9/18/67

Bureau  AI ll! REQZ4  /O2/5�
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t was po p
p p ives complaints and information -a &#39; "

concerning cases from members of the Negro community through;
out its territory and that this office stood ready at any t
time to discuss its responsibi1ities_or accept information
from anyone and would take appropriate action upon its_ .
receipt. - �I §Q _ -p&#39; p;» �A }� a &#39;e

rece ved from

and reported as appropriate.
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PAGE TWO.

AND THAT IT MAY BE MORE ECONOMICAL TO UTILIZE BIRMINGHAM AGENT

THOROUGHLY FAMILIAR WITH CAPTIONED BOMBING CASES FOR INTERVIEW IN

CONJUNCTION WITH COLUMBIA AGENT. UPON RECEIPT OF INFORMATION FROM

COLUMBIA RE cunnsm sTmus_B1nm1wsmm um. suemn
RECOMMENDATION RE INTERVIEWS

� ASA cnnrzn, AN� AVE BEEN
A

CONSIDERED POSSIBLE SUSPECTS IN VARIOUS BOMBING MATTERS, INCLUDING

OAPTIONED CASES.
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MOBILE INDICES R HAS BEEN INTERUIEWED DURING

THE COURSE OF THIS INVESTIGATION BY THE CHARLOTTE OFFICE BUT

MOBILE IS NOT IN POSSESSION OF FULL DETAILS-

BIRMINGHAM SHOULD exvs INSTRUCTIONS to conumsxn AS

T0 WHETHEI-SHOULD BE INTERUIEWED.
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. J� � 1Mr. DeLoaclEnI� DATE: October 16, 1967 G_

uvel __i

Mr. DeLoach 11�I§.�Rm__
- Mrs

Holmes  1
Gcmdy ._._.i

QAPBOIVIB -

This is the case involving the bombing of the 16th Street Baptist
Church, Birmingham, Alabama, on 9/ 15/ 63. Four young Negro girls were
killed, 16 other persons were injured, and damage to the church amounted to
approximately $30, 000. A full investigatidn was instituted immediately;
however, our investigation was prejudiced when the Alabama Highway Patrol
prematurely arrested the principal suspects. We are still conducting vigorous
investigation to develop admissible evidence which would warrant Federal &#39;
prosecution. ,

Birmingham has now requested authority to an Agent familiar
with instant case and other related

02.56

Crowell, a Negro, on 4/ 1/ 65 and unexploded bombs located 3/21-22/ 65 and 4/ 1/ 6_E
all in Birmingham; the subjects of which have not been identi�ed to date.
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Memorandum to Mr. DeLoach ,
RE: BAPBOMB j >

Birmingham has recommended a thorough interview
as an economy measure requested authority to send a Birmingham
thoroughly familiar with instant and related matters to Greenville to
interview him following completion of the present trial. Birmingham
pointed out that it would take a Columbia Division Agent a matter of weeks
to properly prepare for such interview in view of the complexity of the
cases involved and the necessity of thorough knowledge of all facets, including
the geographical areas involved. The cost of travel has been determined to
be approximately $50 and this, plus per diem, would be the only expenses
involved. .

gEcoMMENnAg*1oi92I=

-__{_",&#39;> Attached for approval is an airtel to Birmingham and Columbia I
instructing that a Birmingham A &#39; &#39; with pertinent matters proceedto Greenville u n completion o .nd conduct a thoroughinterview of �voncerning instant case and related bombing matters
in the Birming am area; that the interview be completed as quickly as
possible to enable the Birmingham Agent to return to his headquarters; a.nd
that the Bureau b_e pro@tl1  gj me results of the interview. Agent �
to conduct interview 1  who entered on duty on 4/28/ 52

A 21
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7 A "1 Bnaod on thono interviown thin ottico considered that
should be interviewed in

_ . an promptly an
possible by an agent of tho Birmingham Oitice thoroughly tanilia:
=itb tbs captioned cacao and othcr sirninghcn bombing matters,-~
together with an agent oi the ¬o1unbia&#39;0££ico.a Thin recommenda-
tion is undo an a conouy neaauro. The results oi tho previousinterviews Iith�indicato that a thorough and detailed
knowledge, not on y o the bombing canon involved, but or the-�

, 1 u &#39;geographic lay-out oi� Birmingham and at laalt it: 0 mg��
be nocounary.to rololve the iniornation nppnrcntly
P°II¢II1°�-A ;+hY;-.l�7§@Qjg&#39;PrX*li;;1]~*h-.; q;1~.- ,,h;.&_.
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BH 157-352; 174-6
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with the background intuit case, which would require an &#39;aaa1- .
tional period of one or.two weeks. It would also be necessary .-
to attempt to furnish detailed information concerning the = *
geographic areas involved, a natter which is most difficult to t
prepare in writing and to assimilate from written naterial, as s"
compared to a personal ledge of the area.� g In view of �the, 1past experiences wit�dt is considered. that the interview
with him must be couple onptly or we will again find 1  1 &#39;
ourselves in the position of not being able to locate him due�"-
to the necessary intervals for the reaulta of interviews and &#39; -
requests for additional questions to paaa back and forth between
the Columbia Office and the Birmingham Office. _ 7 _ c

th Case gent in the Greenbonbs "
cane, who im also familiar with the Bapbonb case, and other __ _ ~.
Birmingham bombing caaea; aa well as the geogr c area of eBirainghan, to Greenville, 8.0., to intervi_e* - ", .Oolumbia Office agent, as soon aa Columbia can a v can -
available for interview. It is considered that the saving in
time d will far out-weigh any travel expenses on the partof M  this procedure will enable us to bring this
facit caae to a proper" concluaion.- If this reconnendation
is approved by the Bureau, the Colunb 0 ce is requested totelephonically notify Birminghan whe le for _� ..
interview and arrangeaenta will be ma to proceed
to Greenville imnediatelj. l  H . " . "
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&#39; &#39; - -  V e ._� , _ "&#39;

Ll�
I I

92

� r
.|

4&#39; _1_ I I

3



Pr~
»-as lF.ev. 5-2&#39;.-64!  ,

.. �,1-

- - FBI

Date; l-0-11-67

&#39; Transmit the iollowinq in -11 1-  __ _ -_ 1_-___ _ --I 1 _--I _ _-&#39; � I I C� "  Typerin plaintext or code!

Via__-1 -:___ -_-_ - _-__-- __1 _--1
-~ --1-- I  P riori ty.I

--.1;¢-w -,-
-

L
w~-
&#39;1&#39;

1

1-&#39;92-. -.-.- _-.1.�; u &#39;
1:» .

�L &#39; .
92 .11; _,i .
q%
ew-» 1-3:-..&#39; -_

§§§@~.. .__=
3-nu;-92-,5-,;_
�Q 4,� -92.

¬1�E_.* _&#39;�&#39;�Fwwa
{$513-é;i;£~�.-ii
1 - _ , -1
ea,»-
§%§¥. *&#39; �
-1%. .  Q21

15- &#39;
-in :-
_

.? "A 7-" fit.
 I. ~~:-&#39;=~*=-
~-I=-v_r*�l*&#39; &#39;-aw .
-.w@

��g x,- I T0: ,
/92 I

L

AIRTEL -

---.--.-_._.__._.__.___-._.-_---.---_--_--.--.-I

DIRECTOR FBI �6-350354! 7

I FROM. SAC, COLUMBIA �5-310!  P! {£3

1

I �0: COLUMBIA!

I

. I

--._.�-__.-.--92-.-1�---.--_-.--_



>

. V4� �K

»�_�1&#39; �_ 1»

.. ,
~ �J"?&#39;

,5� ,2-5�HI--_&#39;-1.�!

1????

-;; .

a-_-

s

K

I
1

1&#39; Q 92&#39; -U

r

i

s92
s!

~&#39;92

"H.

EB

familiar with detsilsn }>r&#39;{11é&#39;Ea§és&#39;I§§Si§§Z U c§§1§1}T1§�ia&#39;§§§i&#39;i&#39;�5��
maintain contact yith USU, Greenville, S ¢., and will advise
Bureau and Birmingham when and to what institution subgect is
taken to serve his sentence.
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BAPBOMB � &#39; �

�0: BH!

ReBHtel to the Director and Columbia dated 10/6/67, C0tel to
the Director ind Birmingham dated 10/7/6&#39;7, ind B�airtel to the Director
dated 10/ 10/ 6&#39;! with copies to Columbia.

Authority is granted for travel
" v to Greenville u l&#39;   to

at the earliest possible dai so return to his headquarters
ls soon as possible. The Bureau is to advised oi the results
- the interview and my logical investigation to conducted based on the
suits oi the interview is to be handled immediately.

Columbia should advise Birmingham as soon 0:10 "I
t = - le for interview. An Agent from the should- - t1c1pate with Sin the interview  &#39; �

k-.7

NOTE: .    &#39; .
to DeLoa.ch n_ien_1or:-indum captioned as above, dated
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I Reurairtel, 11/2/67; and remyairtel 11/3/67.
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_.-.___
�I
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Investigation conducted this week concerning
individuals consioered fringe suspects in this case with-
out developing any positive information.

13.137? � - -Bls�op/cc. £,.92>,..¢-/ - I  , /OQN!/@-/I3ureau h I U5 . -� _....- ---�
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occurred in Mississippi during the past week. &#39;

Investi at &#39; 0 nducted to obtain informa- &#39;
tion concernin nd to substantiate some
of the information urnished by him during the course of the
inte him at Greenville, South Carolina.

DIRECTOR , FBI �57-1025!

/ Re Birmingham airtel to the Bureau, dated 11/17/67.
92

SUMHA RY

Extensive investigation was also conducted during the
past week in an effort to verify whereabouts of Birmingham 1
bombing suspects in connection with the three bombings which

rview with
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a&J T0: DIRECTOR, FBI �57-1025!
FROM: sac, BIRMINGHAM �57-352! P!

&#39;" BAPsons,/

ReBHairte1_to Bureau, 3/28/68.

Since the date of reairtel, Agents of this
division have been involved almost exclusively with
investigation of the MURKIN case. In connection wit
this investigation, a1l_suspects and individuals wit
s propensity for violence were checked out and their
whereabouts established. This included individual
considered a suspect in this case.

Current investigation in the IURKIN case w
�*1: be followed closely on connection with instant case,
_ -F°�3� WC. _ Investigation continuing.  7 -____,�   1 :3
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DIRECTOR, FBI �57-1025!

FROM SAC BIRMINGHAM �57 352!  P!I

Re Birmingham airtel to Bureau, 4/17/68

Investigation concerning the MURKIN case continues
to include the establishment of the whereabouts of various
fringe suspects tnis case, witnout ueveioping any pertinent �

information Investigation continuing / 6. 2 5-;�. /!,,,_ +1!-9 92REC 17 7;-_L0
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my

TO = Mr. DeLoa%i?! omrn May 6, I968 _
- Mr. DeLoach
- Mr. RosenFROM 1 A, R  Mr igoirglsml

suns &#39;:¬92PBOMB

This is to advise of the receipt of a copy of a letter
Senator John kman  Democrat - Alabama! dated 4/ 29/ 68 from6/,,,,, Emme� icmel, Professor Emeritus of Biochemistry,

/f� �University "oi &#39;F92�l.51&#39;!|&#39;1l&#39;Il?i&#39; Medical Center, -ham,  In
~-" letter, Carmichael requested the release of facts regarding instant

/2.. case, stating he believes the Government knows who is guilty and? feels the name or names of such persons should be released, whether
tliose persons are write or Negro.

Callahan __/i
Conrad
Felt

Gog
Brow-i
S liven
Tuvel ii
Trotter i......~.....
Tele R

L: _
H15

I

Instant case involves the bombing of the Sixteenth Street
Baptist Church, Birmingham, Alabama, on 9/ 15/ 63. Four young
Negro girls were killed, 16 other persons were injuries, and damage
to the church amounted to approximately $30, 000. A full investigation

&#39; mediately instituted and that investigation identi�ed a small
!

p. WZLS 1111
J92&#39;"�_i

r

The possibility of successful F
was prejudiced by premature arrests made by the Alabama Highway,92Patrol on 9/ 20/ 63 and 10/ 1/ 63, when Chambliss, Cagle and Hall

I _ were taken into custody as a publicity stunt on the part of the
l�ighway Patrol.

/..

1&#39;7", All logical leads in above investigation have been covered
and recovered and the entire investigation has been reviewed at various
times by the �eld, Bureau supervisors and Bureau officials to
insure that all logical avenues of investigation have been thoroughly
pursued. Investigation is continuing in an effort to develop admissible

levidence which would warrant Federal prosecution; this is being done
�ivy working through sources and informants who are in close contact

th the prime susp cts and their ass cia /_ é 34»; &#39; &#39;   Q� ,,92-.,e.l1&#39;�/¥7=&#39;»/-4-,-"� � 7
ll  92_Q&#39;L 6 W114 iQ63�92,yI ~ A

 a - 92»r-" .._.._i  Cmnviirn .,_,._;,
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Memorandum to Mr. DeLoach
RE: BAPBOMB

In his letter, Carmichael refers to a visit to Birmingham
-&#39;! by "Red Blake and Kenneth Royal, &#39; apparently referring to the visit
W to Birmingham by Presidential emissaries, former coach Col. Earl
 "Red" Blaik and former Secretary of the Army Kenneth Royal, who
; were sent to Birmingham immediately following captioned bombing
1 to survey the racial situation in that city and in particular to look
J into instant case.

A copy oi another le�er from Carmichael, also dated
� 4/ 29/ 68, to Senator Lister Hill  Democrat - Alabama!, has also
l been received. In that letter, Carmichael requests Senator Hill

to make efiorts to: require retirement oi Supreme Court Justices
i at age &#39;70; allow Girard College in Philadelphia to continue to
� operate as stipulated by the iounder  for white orphan male
kchihiren only!; and to stop student demonstrations at educational
institutions which seek a voice in the administration of those

,i11.si:ltI.1.tiez1.s=

Copies of the above letters are attached for ready
reference. Bureau files contain no additional pertinent information
identi�able with Carmichael.

AC TION:

Ii and when inquiries are received from either or both
Senators Hill and Sparkman, regarding the above letters, appropriate
action will be taken.

Copies of the above letters are being furnished to the
{ K Birmingham O�ice for its information.

éeéf 5., 0-7 42�   / -_
>-/4/4 9 we j

-2-



April 29, 19�
1

Senator Lister Hill
U.3. Senate

�v.&#39;GSl&#39;l.lI1gCOIl, Deco

Dear Senator H111: 7

I on sorry to 1eern that you ere not offering for reelection; *
However, since you are completing your lest tenn_1n office, I so with thet
you would make e egfort ll the following eree: l �.

1. lnrluenoo the senate to eet up rules and regulations that would require
members of our Supreme Court to retire on reaching the age of 70.

2. That the Girarci College in Philadelphia be allowed to operate as the
founder stipulated in his will. It was his money and one should be allowed
to Spend his own money as he sees it fit, and it should not be the right oi
the Supreme Court to break that will. If the Supreme Court ylelde to �
s minority group who is holding a gun, than our country is in for soee
dirk  _ &#39;

3. Laws that will stop the marches and it-ins et educational inetltutlllll
with demsnde for power to regulate the type of instruction to be offered.
No one had e right to education at a college or University, he Ihould heft
to esrn 1:. I! one does not like the course offerings at ee institution
he should shop sround tor another institution.

Do you think that Russia would tolerate whet bee been going oi It
Coluabie University the lest few days? He need to tske setioe et oeoe.

&#39; .

Profes_g9}: _ tocheuifstrymnsuqenl��

>

...._., .-
2 . .:&#39;»_

E3C:ck x " .-- _____/&#39;
cc: John Sparlonan �Q3 an  Z_"_Z&#39;~=-"�-"J¢ J. Edgar Hoover M-v-to *&#39;* �� %

he MAYl14 use
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April 2!, 19�

aeeetor Jehe ape:-Q-...
11.3. s�a.t.
Heehingtoe, DJ}. 20510

Deer Seneca: lperieeel -

I {eel that it ie time for the Ieote to be releeeed about who boebed
the negro church in lireiaghee eeverel yeere ego. Bentley end Brinkley
were quite ii-ee to bieue eoee white reeiet for netting of I the bomb which
killed eeverel negro children. They mentioned thie on eeverel broedceete
on l&#39;.V.. �III neeepepere were liberel in their bleae on eoee white person.

Then the hderel Gmrermeent sent former coach, Red Bleke end Kenneth
Rayel, to B11-einghn to eee whet intonation could he tonal. At ti-et tile
the newt media indiceted thet they mold rennin in Iireieehn null they
diucovered who eet oil the beet. Actually they lett can within e fee
cleyl end I bee never eeen or heard ebout whet they found. It eeeee chet
eoeeooe ll efreid to let the public know the �ute;

I think the: ell at the citleeoe of the U.8.A. ehould he informed
elnut the deteile le the beebieg end the government known who ie guilty
the neee or npee ehould be releeeed. &#39;l"hie should be the ceee tether the
bulb wee placed by e white pereoe or e negro.

Hoe ehoet wee ection on your pert to let ell of III hoe �lo wee euilty
Are the I w __  -- -ecte hei-Q held eeeret beeeuee Q! civil right: =-"&#39;v&#39;==&#39;--

Sincerely youre,

, I

Prof&#39;Ifiio1? of �lie-cbcizetry
lee!&#39;-.B£�.:- y

,-192&#39;_..-~&#39;rf. &#39;1� - - I I I , � 92&#39; 5/�
I � "- � -. --. � . &#39;cc: J. Edger Hoover �n !  .13  �Ea  :d__   /___�_

&#39; L 1

1.1528 M/#141968
a l&#39;�*r92  "-&#39; I" "�n 7
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Transmit the following in __ __.- 1 d,

Vid

I

I
r

/�J ./ C /O

_ - Investigation _continuing&#39;é:0i?- � �-
I "= . 3� . I/i5 ;7- /L951 §§__ I/ ;<;/2L4

92__..i !

FBI

Dme: 5/17/68

&#39;  Type in plaintext or code!

AIRTEL AIRMAIL - REGISTERED
I K I V  Priority!

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI �57--1025!

anon: SAQ, ninninsnin  L5?-352!  P! �
r"_c5�&#39;�&#39;��- I

svmEcr
Re Birmingham airtel to Bureau dated 5/13/68.

SUMMARY

Investigation in this case this week developed &#39;
information that WILLIAM ROSS KEITH, former member of
Eastview Klavern #13, UKA, a marginal suspect in this case
and close associate of primary suspect in instant case,
died the first part of Hay, 1968, from various illnesses
with which he was plagued for several years. KEITH had been
interviewed on many occasions in connection with this and
other related bombings with only limited success. It has
long been ielt that he was not directly responsible for this
bombing but did participate in diversionary.tactics inconnection with at least one other bombing. Z

It is not known at this time whether his death ma 1;
induce anyone to talk concerning this case, hut that possibility I

s, will be explored.

was in erv ewe s wee without eve op ng I
, ,____ne__ ___ornation= ~

/2�
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A xgmn 1 A IRMA IL - REGISTERED W Prmnty! W i 1

DIRECTOR, FBI �57-1025!

FROM SAC, BIRMINGHAM �57-352!  P!

Q@
ReBha1rte1 to Bureau dated 5/17/68

"� SUMMARY
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�"*f .e] J This information does not appear to be substantial;
hosever, it will be pursued until these two possible suspects
are eliminated .&#39;. .- "3. 1. .» *: ]., ;~~u..�__ ..<;.s;. I v ,»- . &#39; � � �-. - .-~---, " . 1 ,�.¢.  ~ _ .* _ &#39; ~..>- - .1 � -&#39;  . - .&#39; ~ - m - . &#39;_ . . - &#39;  �*-

,_ . .

� "_� .&#39;_tQthef-investigation this past iéek involved the t�H
elimination of bombing suspects this division in connectionlp
with synagogue bombing, Meridian, Mississippi, 5/27/68.

Investigation continuing.
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To: � SAC, Birmingham �57-352!

From: Director, rs_§3 �51-1025!/6 £7
of,�savsous  1

-/T / Re Birmingham airtel to the Director dated. _F.
r  E-1-69. _
p/ Hereafter you may discontinue weekly airtel

summaries presently being submitted in instant matter
and submit such a summary by letter on a monthly basis,
the first of which should reach the Bureau on or before
3-1-69. y

Te above instructions in no way alter prior
instructions furnished to you that this matter is to
receive preferred attention and close supervision.

NOTE:

This case involves the bombing of the 16th Street
Baptist Church on 9-16-63, resulting in the death of
four young Negro girls, personal injury to 16 other
persons and approximately $30,000 damage to the church.

1-�-ac-

All logical leads have been covered and our con-
tinuing investigation consistsof coverage of the activities
of prime suspects and their associatcsn through sources and
informants in an attempt to develop admissible evidence.
The weekly airtel sumaries ref to above no longer
appears to be warranted.
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&#39; Investigation into this matter during the past
#$92 everal weeks has
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ISS, suspect this case, continues
wife and continues his regular
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independent investigation is maintained on the activities
of the above named individuals without developing any
pertinent information.

Contacts are being maintained through sources
and investigation with current members who are active
Klansmen in the Birmingham area to develop information
of value in reaching a solution in this case. Liaison
is maintained with local Birmingham Police and Jefferson
County authorities concerning this case. Investigation
continuing.
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