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- 9/29/52 s. Instant Report

MISCELLANEOQOUS

The following is set forth for the information of
New Haven Office, which has no previous information.

ELIZABRETH TERRELL BENTLEY, a self-confessed former:
Soviet Agent, who acted as a courier for the Soviet Agent,
JACOB GOLOS, advised in 1945 and 1951 that she had never met
WINSTON BURDETT, & CBS news reporter; however, she sald that
BURDETT was in contact with GOLOS, when BURDETT went abroad
in 1938 or 1939, since GOLOS arranged for BURDETT to maintain
contact with GOLOS through ELIZABETH B ENTLEY, under name of
ELIZABETH BENTON. She said she received two or three cable-
grems from BURDETT, which were given to GOLOS, and the c ables
advised of BURDETT's whereabouts in Europe. On one occasion,
she recalled having to get BURDETT's European address by a
pretext telephone call to BURDETT's mother in Brooklyn, N.Y.
She recalled no information about BURDETT's activities after
December, 1940,



2 Grace Court, Brooklyn, New York, In 1946,
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ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE (CONT'd)
MISCELLANEOUS o

IGOR GOUZENKO, the former code clerk of USSR Embassy
in Oottowa, advised in 1945 that a Soviet Espionage Agent nemed
IGNATZ WETCZAK was a student at some University in Los Angeles;
he was later identified as IGNACY SAMUEL WITCZAK, who disappeared
in November, 1945. . . - A

The notebook of WITCZAK contained the name of BURDET

see BURDETT. na :sald that BUNIA
WITCZAK, IGNACY's wife, had vislte in 1941 in
Brooklyn, N.Y., and had been introduced to WINSTON BURDETT's
parents as & friend of In October 1945, an infor-

mant sald that the WITCZAKS had a letter dated 12/15/41 from
ELIZABETH W. BURDETT (Mrs. OWEN BURDETT, 2 Grace Court, Brooklyn,
N.Y., where subject!s parents once lived) to Mrs. BUNIA

WITCZAK, which mentioned the "little visit". she and her husband
had with BUNIA WITCZAK. .

The subject was interviewed at hisrequest on several
occasions in 1951 and once in 1952, He admitted being a
Communist Party member under the name of PAUL STRICKLAND from
July 1937 to February 1940 while with the "Brooklyn Eagle"
and when he went to cover the Finnish War. He also admitted
that through JOE NORTH of the "Daily Worker" he met JACOB
GOLOS in Januery 1940 and received instructions, before leave
ing for Sweden in Februarz 1940, about contacting an un=
jdentified person called "MILLER" in Stockholm, Sweden. This
MILLER wanted a report on the Finnish reaction to the Soviet
Armed Forces., BURDETT said he had furnished this information
to "MILLER" in March 1940, BURDETT admitted having s everal
contacts with different unidentified persons thereafter for

~ possible espionage in Europe but refused to cooperate with

them between March 1940 and April 1941; so he was not con-
tacted again.

BURDETT recalled that GOLOS had given him the name
and address of a woman in NYC to cable upon his arrival in

Stockholm but he could not r n or address., >URDETT
e~ also admitted knowing end said thay
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MISCELLANEOQUS

ne- Mhad been in contact with BURDETT's parents in the
States, but he denied knowing the WITCZAKS, and he
saild his mother had informed him she did not know the WITCZAKS.

He was in Europe, North Africa and Asia from 1940 to
1946 for the "Brooklyn Eagle™ and then for CBS.

The following is a description of the subject obtained
by observation and investigation:
Name WINSTON MANSFIELD BURDETT
Race White
Born ,. December 12, 1913
Place . . Buffalo, N.Y.
Helght 51 8"
Weight 155 pounds
Hair Brown
Eyes Brown
Build ' Slender
Parents OWEN LONG BURDETT and
ELIZABETH WHITE BURDETT,
Brattleboro, Vte
Marital Status LEA SHIAVI, previous wife,
killed in Iran in 1942,
GIROGINA BURDETT, nee NATHAN
married in 1945.
LEADS
ALBANY
(*; At Brattleboro, Vi,

O ' will, in event of Bureau Authorization and upon receipt
~ of additional photos of the WITCZAKS, reinterview Mr., and Mrs,
“3 OWEN L. BURDETT, subject!s parents, as previoualy suggested,

NEW HAVEN
,J' At Hartford, Conn.
( - Will contact established sources regarding the identity

" of one m, who lived at# New York

ne L)Qf“' City in s according to the Credit Bureau of New york Cit
nb which reported an "inquiry" was made at Hartford on October
1950 t 1s noted that the subject

(
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L ;/ ALBANY, NEW YORK WIS | L e
- P CHARACTER OF CASK ef'v/atn
i /; . .
: : WINSTON MANS ESPIONAGE - R .
o / TON MANSFIELD BURDETT, ve... INTERNAL SECURITY ACT OF 195
| i SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: Full face photos of IGNACY and BUNIA WITCZAK,

as well as smaller photos, were exhibited to A .
Mrs. OWEN L. BURDETT, the mother of the subjectf/—
on 2-9-53. Mrs. BURDETT stated that she

definitely does not recognize individuals

appearing in photos.

- RUC - N
Details:

. ' ‘ _a . b

On February 9; 1953) icontact was made with Mrs. OWEN -L:\ BURDETT,
by the writer, at the Hotel Brooks, Brattleboro, Vermont. At this time,
Mrs. BURDETT stated that her husband was confined to the Brattleboro
Memorial Hospital with extremely high blood pressure , 8nd she thought it
best not to interview him at. this time.

The enlarged photographs of IGNACY end BUNNALWITCZAK, as well
as smaller photographs, were exhibited to Mrs. BURDETT at this time. The
large photograph of IGNACY WITCZAK was presented to Mrs. BURDETT first,
and she stated that she definitely does not recognize the individual in
this photograph. This photograph was followed by the enlarged photo-
graph of BUNIA WITCZAK and Mrs. BURDETT denied any recognition of the N
individual in this photograph. Mrs. BURDETT advised that the photographs ‘ﬁ\
reminded her of no one whom she has ever known. The smaller photographs
created a like impression on Mrs. BURDETT.
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At the time of this interview, Mrs. BURDE¥T volunteered the fact
that she was well knovn to persons whom she knew to be Communists when sle
vas connected with the JMmerican Labor Party and the Russian "ar Lielief but
could not name these persons due to the fact that she only had casual

association with these persons in line with her work., .
— Mrs, BURLEIT did state however that there was oanzgrson, namely
AKE S:NDLER, who was a very good friend of her son, WINSTON AURDETT, who was

among this group knovn to her as Communists.

Mrs. BURDETT was not enlightencd as to the identities of the
individuals appearing in the photos exhibited to her.

Mrs, BURCETT furnished no further information in regard to their
contacts with BUNIA WITCZ:K in 1941,
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It will be noted that at the conclusion of the interview with Mrs,
OYEN L. BURDETT on February 9, 1953, she stated that her husband is very
easily upset and due to his present condition and the fact that he had not’
fully recovered from the death of their daughter in Chicago in May, 1952,
she would not mention the fact that the FBI had contacted her again. Mrs,
BURDETT also requested that in the evertany future contact was to be made
with her, she be called on the phone in advance.

Y

HEFERENCES : ( Report of Special Agent GEENENENNENENEENED c:tcd
¢ September 9, 1952, at Albany, New York.
b“ Albany letter to Bureau dated September 9, 1952.
Report of Special Agent GNGGEGEGEGER d:tcd
November 5, 1952, at New York.
New York letter to Bureau dated November 5, 1952,
Rureau letter to Albany, dated November 21, 1952,
Los Lngeles letter to Albany dated December 10, 1752.
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SAC, New York (65~15665) March 6, 1953

JJ Director, FBI (100=~376050)

/ WINSTON MANSFIZLD BURCETT, wa,
ESPIONAGE = R

INTCRNAL SECURITY ACT OF 1950

Le- Rerep sA CHNENNNNNNEED . vev York,

dated November 5, 1952,

On January 8, 1953, an 0-1 form was sent
to your office inquiring when a report would be
submitted in this case. Your reply advised that a
report would be submitted on February 6, 1953. To
date no report.has been received from your office.

You are instructed to submit a report
in this case 80 as to reach the Bureau within 10
days from the date of this letter,
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REPORT MADE AT - DATE WHEN PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE REPORT MADK BY c'
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Lt WEW YORK MAR 2 31953 /26,27, | S
rmx ‘ . 3/12/53 CHARACTER OF CASK
s , ESPIONAGE - R
WINSTON YMANSFIELD BURDETT, wa IN;ERNAL SECURITY "ACT of
.- : . 1950
l.’
ST or A SYNOPSIS OF FACTS:

_
W”\ g 4(0 Subject presentl maintaining account
MO Q 23 with Rhoades and Company,
1o Ff“ 20" Brokers, New Yo City. Unable to
%’ 4 .ascertain employment of JERE COLLINS,
DETAILS: -A-

i
. ! Rhoades an! !ompany, !ro!ers,
42 wall Street, New York, NeW Yor y advised that his records re-

flected that the subject opened an account with their firm on
e gﬁcember‘ 10, 1951 and purchased stock with a par value of

»100,
L\

WY -iviscq that the subject
had a very active account up to.December, 1952. The account has
g;eg oénactive since that time with a balance of approximately

, L ]

Padvised that the subject
was introduced to their firm Y A. G. EDWARDS and Sons, 501
Lexington Avenue, New York, New York,
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Brooks Brothers, 3 Madison Avenue,
G -Bonwit Teller and Comﬁagi 721 Fifth Avenue, and

> 850 F

A. De Pinna Compa
ifth Avenue, all of New York City, advised that%
w New York maintained an active account at their
_w)ww< respective stores.

They advised their files contained no other
information regardinc( NP

other than his residence.
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ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE
LEADS: ’

NEW_YORK 5‘\
¢ p,/" At Millbrook, New York

Will attempt t certain the employment of
Bic - New York.

At New York, New York

Regtiddicy, it

will cohduct such other investigation as may be
indicated from outstanding leads.

REFERENCE:

B¢ Report of SA— 11/5/52, New York.
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DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET

3 Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where indicated,

explain this deletion.

O Deletions were made pursuant to the exemptions indicated below with no segregable material available for

release to you.

Section 552

}((b)(l) O ®O@)
0 ®Q) O OM®)
)( ®)3) O OO
W Act o woo
of 1347 and e O GXTYE)
CIA ret—ok [949. 0 OO

O m)4) 0 OO

O ) 0 O

O b))

Section 552a
(@)5)
02
()(1)
1))
x)(3)
k)(4)
&)(5)
(k)(6)

O 0 0o 0o o o o g o

&X7)

00 Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to the subject of your request or the subject of your

request is listed in the title only.

[0 Documents originated with another Government agency(ies). These docaments were referred to that agency(les)

for review and direct response to you.

Pages contain information furnished by another Government agency(ies). You will be advised by the FBI as

to the releasability of this information following our consultation with the other agency(ies).

Page(s) withheld inasmuch as a final release determination has not been made. You will be advised as to the

disposition at a later date.

Pages were not considered for release as they are duplicative of

Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s):

x The” fon é number 1s to be used for reference regarding these pages:
Q- .
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XXXXXX
XXXXXX
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NOTE: [_t_na,tg_n‘fﬂ_ﬁrdett, news go%ment tor and #
: analyst for the Columbia Sroadcasting System,

has been interviewed by our New Iork Office on three occasions and has
admitted Communist Party membership from 1937 to 1940. He alse
admitted participation in Soviet espionage Srom approximately 1939

to 1941 and has furnished info concerning his Soviet contacts in

U.S. and Europe. Burdett stated his parents were unaware of his

CP or espionage activities and would have opposed them had they

known. 100-3760&(_)_:19) e _
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SAC, New York (65-15665) Moy 13, 1958

e

) " Director, FBI (100-378050)

FINSTON MANSFIELD BURDETT, wa.
} ESPIONAGE = R
INTERNAL SECURITY ACT OF 1950

The last report submitted by your offtce in
this case, dated March 23, 1953, set out a lead for your
office to "conduct such other tnuesttqctton as may de
indicated from outstanding leads.” {he only other lead
outstanding, according to the Bureau'’s file in this caase,
i8 for your offtce to further tdentify one

b"i(',{ 'n? .-New York, a contact of the subdject,
')) Tou are raquested to advise the Bureau in
(\ ( ‘detatl what additional tnvestigation you contemplate
tn order to bring this matter to o logical concluaion,

et semaieiatan g

It ta noted that in tnterviews which you Aave
.3, conductad with Burdett, he made oral admissions comcerning
espionage contacts in 1940 and 1941, both tn tAis country
}\ \\\ and in Europe which' would prodadly brtng Aim within the
'Q- (. .~ purview of the registration provistons of the Internal
WS Security 4ot of 1850. It ts noted that Burdett Acs never
o g f‘,( f?rnuhed G signed statement tncorporating the details of
NV 7 \hts esplonage contacts, and the Bureau's file does not
‘ S J’ tindiocate that you have yet attempted to odtain a written
W (,‘ v statement from him, TAe Burecu Aas not yet requested the
Y 4 _\,.\ Department for an opinion as to whether Burdett would be
VY R \ required to register under the Internal Security Act of
V‘ 1850, pending completion of your interviews with Burdett
.} ' and completion of other tnvestigation in this case.
A

"y p\ You are requcated to advise the Bureau whether
v Vvou contemplate any further intervieve with Burdett, and
.-nhcthcr you have requesied Aim to furnish a sigred ctatuent.
@' i the e ,Wou Aave mot already done so, you should endeavor
— o obtat on Burdett a complete, written disclosure of At
m——=C actutenm; e

Htenols \
Belnont 3
Cleas

. v - The. Bureau desires that you bring this case to a
v Iogtccl concluston in the impediate future. ’
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

~orm No.1 - v
THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT NEW YORK: L MTR
REPORT MADK AY DATEWHEN g /rung,ﬂn’ REPORT MADE BY
S 1 d

—

NEWTORE | 7/30/53(Te20,23/53 - | qui -

1eC

o

™me  WINSTON MANSFIELD BURDETT, wa’ /\ “ESPTONAGE~R
' - INTERNAL. SECURITY ACT OF
o 150 o T L
o mgrrmsrw' g
| SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: - R Nz b e
’ o_Q-11-29% 33 -~y o

APPROVED AND
FORWARDED:

éngu'reau .(1&;{5:160_50)‘a ) oeug 3w RN .
3- New York (65;15665) ( )._ L 4 X

Subject interviewed and signed statement 5J

furmished. CP and espjonage activities set forth 1n
statement, identified. )
; arads < g and MMAwt&WMW’

DL 0T g s, bt o Ah yrpenle
1SA 5. - - -
The subject was interviewed on June 1 and
25, and also on July 20, 1953, at which time he furnished '

the following signed statement covering his Communist Party
and espionage activities:

®T, WINSTON MANSFIELD BURDETT, make the following
voluntary atatement to
who have identified themselves to me as Special Agents of the
Federal Bureau of Investigation, I have been advised that I
do not have to make a statement, and that any statement made
by me may be used against me in a court of laws, No threats
or promises have been made to induce me to make this statement,
and I realize that I have a right to counsel,

"iﬁz;g %p on December 12, 1913 at Buffalo,

New York, My fa {%~OWEN LONG ETT, born in Massachusetts,
and my mother is ELIZABETE?HHIT%%E%%%ETT, born in San Francisco,
california, both of whom currently reside at RFD #3, Brattleboro,

Vermont, I had one sister, MARJORIE BURDETT MAC KENZIE, who
passod\away in Chicago, Iliinoia, tn June, 1952,° o

-

1B 444t s SO

T T e -
T SIS 1aA DO NOT WRITE IN THESK SPACES

L AY;e,émjl‘{r%m DED - 25
*COPTES OF THI§ REPORT f!”‘k/w wg v N m~25
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. "When I was approximately 7 or 8 years of age, I
moved with my family to New York City where I attended public
school in the Bronx, and later Trinity School in Manhattan,
and then, for 3 months, the University of North Carolina.
I received a Bachelor of Arts Degree from Harvard University
in 1933, and engaged in Graduate Study of Romance Languages
at Columbia University, New York City, from 1933 to 1934, .

. MES. \W_e i Staet  p e AL 0 (de TT

) "I‘prQQZntly reside at qgf?%‘%ﬁré. treet, New _

York City, with my wife, GIORGIN (BURDETT, ne THAN, who /'j
I married in Rome, Italy on July 1, 1945, She is a British
citizen, having been born in London, England. Her father,
who is now deceased, was an Italian sub ject; her mother is
of Australian birth, but is an Italian citizen by reason of
her marriage, She curnrently resides in Italy., I had
previously been married to LEA SCHIAVI, who was killed in
Iran in April, 1942,

"I will now list my employment and foreign travels
from 1934 to the present time, -

"From September, 1934 to February, 1940, I was
employed as a reporter, book and film reviewer, and associate
editor, by the Brooklyn Daily Eagle newspaper at Brooklyn,
New York, During the summer of 1936, however, I vacationed
in Europe, during which period I was on leave of absence from
the newspapsr, :

"In February, 1940 I went abroad as a free lance
reporter and did work on assignment in the Scandanavian
countries for the Brooklyn Daily Eagdd and Trans Radio Press
until April, 1940, at which time the Nazis invaded Norway,

It was at this time that I began free lance reporting for the
Columbla Broadcasting System, althousa it was not until the
fall of that year in Rumania that I actually became a
permanent and salaried employee of CBS.

"In June, 1940, I proceeded by way of passage through
Russia, to Bucharest, Rumania, where I remasined until oOctober
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“or November, 1940. wWhile with CBS abroad, I was assigned

to various large cities that served as my basis of operations,
but the nature of my reportorial work necessitated my making
frequent and temporary trips to other cities and ad jacent
countries, on assignment,

"In July, 1940, in Sofia, Bulgaria, I married LEA.
SCHIAVI, Journalist, who was an ardent ant ~Fascist, In
1942 she was shot and killed by a young Kgﬁﬁiwhilq enroute
through Soviet controlled Northerfi Itan to Tabriz, I was on
assignment i1h New Delhi at this time. My wife had gone to
Northern Iran with a young Armenian girlfriend, as interpreter
to cover a news story and during a trip in the environs of
Tabriz their car was stopped by a small group of Kurdestan
tribesmen. My wife was then shot by one of the young Kurds,
and she died while being, rushed to a hospital in Tabriz,
which was approximately ho miles distance from the scene of

the shooting, ‘

"It has always been a mystery to me as to why my
wife was killed, inasmuch as robbery was apparently not the
motive involved and no other person in her party of five was
injured. The Kurds were a band of tribesmen who were willing
at that time to commit various criminal acts, inéluding murder,
for anyone who desired to pay a price. The services of the

Kurds were frequently utilized by the representativesof
various foreign missions in Iran, during the early 1940ts,

"I first suspected that pro-Fascist Italians in
Iran had been responsible for her death, due to the fact
that she had been an outspoken and active antiePascist, As
& result of numerous conversations with various fellow corres-

- pondents in the middle East and with American Counter

Intelligence, I later came to believe that my wifets death
was caused by the Russians. I am now firmly convinced that
my wife, during the course of her assignment in Soviet con-
trolled Northern Iran, chanced to learn that the Russianas hagd
been training Yugoslavian infiltration teams to be later
used for politically undermining the Yugoslavian Government.
When the Russians heard that she had learned of the matter,
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"and presumably might publish it, I belleve they hadgher
assassinated before she could return to Tabriz and flle her
news story. i

"Upon hearing of my wife's death, I obtained a two
month leave of absence from my Jjob with CBS and proceeded firom
New Delhl to Iran, in order to investigate her death, but dus
to the reluctance and uncooperative attitude on the part of.
the Iranian officials, I was completely unsuccessful in these
efforts. :

"continuing with my places of assignment abroad, I
left Bucharest in October or November, 1940 for Belgrade,
Yugoslavia, where I remained until March, 1941. I was then
assigned to Ankara, Turkby, from March, 1941 to the end of
March, 1942, but made a trip during this period to Teheran,
between November, 1941 and February, 1942, I made a special
trip to New Delhi in April, 1942, It was following the
completion of this assignment in New Delhi that I went to
Iran to investigate my wifet!s death, where I stayed until
July of that year,

"From July, 1942 to March, 1943 I reported from
Cairo moving to Algiers for work there between March, 1943 and
May, 194)i. This year or more of work in Algiers was
interrupted by a brief trip to Cairo in the summer of 1943,
I spent from May, 194l until March, 1946 in Italy, during
which period I went to France briefly to cover the Allied
Invasion of Western Frsnce, and went on a short trip to
Palestine in the Fall of 1945,

"In April of 1946 I returned to the United States,
and after a three months vacation was assigned to the CBS
affiliated radio station in washington, DC in June, 1946 where
I was employed until March, 1948, I again returned to Italy
for assignment in Rome with CBS from March, 1548 to April,
1951, during which time I also covered news events in
Yugoslavia and Greece, I returned to New York City in
April, 1951 and am presently employed in the News Depart-
ment of the Columbia Broadcasting System, 485 Madison
Avenue, New York City,
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. "T was a dues-paying member of the Communist
party, USA, from August, 1937 to approximately January,
1940, During this time, I was employed by the Brooklyn
paily Eagle, Brooklyn, New York, and I was a member of the
Brooklyn Eagle Unit of the CP. This was a period in which
the newspaper guild of- New York was organizing the
personnel of the New York daily newspapers, It was likewisé
a period that marked the ascendance of the Communists with-
in the guild organization. My own Party aotivities, like
those of other Party members at the Brooklyn Eagle, were
directed to guild and guild shop matters; those of
organizing and expanding the guild membership, handling of
grievances and negotiating of guild contracts with the Eagle
management. The major effort of the Eagle guild during this
period (an effort in which the Communists played a leading
part) was a three months!strike at the Eagle from September

to December, 1937. )

"while I was & member of the CP I used the name
P TRTICKLAND, and was a member of the Brooklyn Eagle Unit,
i which was called the S L4l or 41 S Section of th CP. After
becoming employed by the Brooklyn Daily Eagle I became
extremely interested in the work of the newspaper guild and
it was this interest in union activities that was largely
responsible for my eventually becoming a CP member, Active
participation in the guild's activitles at the EBrooklyn
Daily Eagle and membership in the CP were for me synonomous.

"purihg the late 1930's I held verious menial positions
in the newspaper guild, but in 1939 I became chairmen of the
guild's greivance committee, at the Brooklyn Daily bagle,

- During the guild strike at this newspaper in 1937 I actively
participated as a picket and in the organizing of strike~
fund-raising social affairs, My primary responsibility as a
CP member was in the publication of the Eagle Unit's
Communist newspaper.

R Ratiee L]
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"My leaving the CP was the result of a growing
apprehension on my part based on various inconsistencies of
CP doctrine during the period of Years I was a member, and
on the spirit of narrow fanaticism with which such doctrine
was held by CP members, The one outstanding event that caused
me to doubt the Party's objectives was the Hitler-stalin
Peace Pact in 1939, I believe that my original Joining of the
" CP was due to my zealous interest in guild work, coupled with
. the foolhardiness of my youth,

"I want to furnish the names of the following
individuals who were employed at the Brooklyn Daily Eagle
and were members of the CP Unit at that newspaper during
years I was a member, Hpwever, I have no personal knowl-
edge of these individual®:activities subsequent to 1940, in-
gsmuch as all or a portidn of them could later have Qeased
their CP membership for the same reasons I left the Party.
Indeed, I should personally assume that several among them
would have done so in thase intervening years:

P “*WICTO%NGARTEN S
1

Th dividual was employed as a news room
Peporter,

"VIOLET‘//\fRowM:) ¢ g ted J‘/i/
She ‘'was married to ViCTOR W:HINGARTEN and was
employed in the editorial news room as a
reporter, '

"NAB(EINHORN /' -
This individual was an editorial room re-write
man who was on general assignment on news
stories,

N
"DAVID-CORDON 4.0

This individual was a general assignment
reporter,

"MELVIW/BARNETT (or—BERNET) / *
This individual was employed as a general
assignment reporter,
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"The following persons were known by me to be CP
members and they were members of the Brooklyn Eagle Unit,
except in those cases where I will so state,

"ALVAaigESSIE N

BESSIE was one of my closest friends while at’
the Brooklyn Dally Eagle and although my joining the CP was not
caused by any particular individual, I believe he was probably--
the most instrumental of any single person in recruiting me into
the CP. I am certain that BESSTE was a member of the CP although
I cannot be sure whether he was a member of the Brooklyn Eagle
Unit, inesmuch as he left his employment at this newspaper
prior to the time L became a member of the Brooklyn fagle
Unit of the CP.

Y 4 . .
"GLADYSARENTLEY  -AL.F—
This individual was employed in the Commercial
Department of this newspaper and was active 1n the newspaper
gulld. .

"LARFAYD%Q.DLER A
ER was in his late teens or early twenties
and was employed in the Commercial Department.

"HERBERTJﬁOHN A
This’ individual was employed as a reporter and
movie reviewer, .

npeagrmaN (Y

He was also known as ISIDORB\KAUFMAN and was a
very militant individual and was employed as” & number one
re-write man for the Eagle, Heledddiscussions at meetings
between representatives of the newspaper guild and the news-
paper, and for a long perlod was chalrman of the Eagle Unit
of the Newspaper Guild, The point I wish to make ebout him
is that, contrary to what might have been supposed by out-
siders, he was rot a member of the Eagle Unit of the CP when
T was at the Eagle, and was not, to my best knowledge and
belief, a member of the CP during that perlod.

L3S
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"LYLETDOWLING -~°
He' was employed by the Brooklyn Daily Eagle

in 1937 in an executive position, but he did not agres with
the newspaper's policies in publishing what he considered to
be a good newspaper, Due to this frictlon between DOWLING .,
and other executives of the newspaper he became interested and
‘active in the newspapers guild strike against the paper.
"DOWLING was a member of the Brooklyn Eagle Unit of the CP-from,
as I recall, the Spring of 1938 on, although he actually .
left his job at the Eagle at about that time.

"CHARLES :GRUTZ /

He was & reporter for the prooklyn Daily Eagle
and 1t is my belief that, he was in the process of dropping out
of the CP in 1939, altholigh I cannot positively say that he 1s
no lohger a CP member, :

MHYMAN-CHARNIAK and CHARLES’ fans

These individuals were members of the CP Unit
of the Brooklyn Eagle, when I joined the unit in August, 1937.
T believe that both CHARNIAK and LEWIS had been members of
this unit for sometime prior to August, 1937 because they seemed
to be familiar with the activities and procedure of the unit
and did not appear to be new members. The meetings of this
unit were usually held weekly at one of the members places
of residence. 1t was customary to rotate the meetings at the
S homes of those members who resided in the proximity of th
Ty Brooklyn Eagle plant, :

"T do not believe that any of these meetings were
held at LEWIS' home, inasmuch as his residence was not readily
accessible. I do recall attending at least one meeting at the
home of CHARNIAK which was on Montague Street in Brooklyn.
The meetings were held at my apartment on the awerage of about
twice a month,

"CHARNTAK was very regular in his attendance at the
meetings and took an active part in the affairs of the unit,

until the latter part of 1939. It was sometime during the
Fall of 1939 that many vigorous and soul-searching discussions

8-
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nyere held at the meetings, relative to Russia's position in
worldaffairs and particularly to Russia's participation in the
Nazi-Soviet Pact., CHARNIAK openly expressed his dissatisfaction
over the Hussian-Nazi Pact, and at a mecting held about two or
three months prior to my leaving the unit 1n January, 1940, he
made a statement to the effedt that he could not take it any
longer and that it was the last meeting he was going to attend,
I am quite certain that CHARNIAK did not attend any -other meet-.
ing of the unit from that time until I left in January, 1940,
and that this incident, indeed marked the end of his CP
association,

"CHARLES LEWIS was not as regular in attendance at
CP meetings, and this wag the cause of some discontent among
the other members. ‘It wAs my understanding that LEWIS' wife
was opposed to his activity in the unit and also in the news-
paper guild because 1t took up so much of his time, LEWIS
edited the Brooklyn Eagle Guild shop paper the Eagle Reporter for a
long period of time and was very active in the unitts affairs.

"at the time I left the unit in January, 1940 LEWIS
was sti11l officially and formally a member of the unit. It had
been general knowledge among the employees of the Brooklyn
Eagle in the latter part of 1939 that I was going abroad to do
free lance reporting on the Finnish front.

"1t was in January of 1938 that NAT EINHORN, who
was the 'prime mover' of the Brooklyn Eagle CP Unit, proposed
that I and one other member of the Unit attend a 'Section!
school of the CP, to take one or more 'indoctrination courses!'
there., This was done, The other member who attended the
courses was VIOLET BROWN. The school was situated in the
tgection' office of the CP, in downtown Brooklyn off Fulton
Street, We attended the school, as I recall, for 2 or 3 months
in the Spring of 1938, attending classes one or two evenings
each week,

"pt this time, and later, at the Sectlion offices,
I came to know these CP members whom I can recall: :
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"l-A man namedéEKﬁfIN who was head (or 'Secretary')
of the Section Office. ‘This was, I believe, his real name,
His first name I cannot remember, but it was a familiar name

such &s BOB or ED. ‘pgf”"

" ARE. Again, I cannot recall the first name.
This individual at a certain time succeded MARTIN as
1Secretary! of the t'Sectiont 0ffice.. He was obviously of
foreign birth, speaking English fluently but with a thick
accent,

- "3-DORETT RMd%é##I have mentioned this person
before. I mention hame here because 1t was at the
Section Office that I meﬁ her. d;p//’

"h—HELE EISSMAN or’ﬁE’éSMANN (Mrs.)., This is
her real name, as a married woman, I cannot recall her exact
capacity at the Section Office,

"In the Newspaper Guild of New York, I knew the
following persons as members of the CP during the time that I
was a member at the Ragle:

"]) MILTON\EAUFMAN, executive secretary of the N.Y.
Guild at that time.‘ iy —

n2) JACRNRYAN, treasﬁrar (I believe) of the N.Y.
Guild at that time)

"3) GLADYS# OPF, who worked asoffice secretary
at the N.Y. Guild., ‘I cannot recall the exact title of her
positioh,

"Sometime in January, 1940, a few weeks before
departure, NAT EINHORN, of the Eagle, who was the leadér of

of the Daily Worker wanted to speak with me, EINHO did not
tell me what NORTH wanted to discuss with me, but I later
learned in talking with EINHORN that at the time of his call

TTINTT
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"hé was aware of the matter NORTH wished to discusse

n"s few days later * went to NORTH'S apartment in
the Greenwich Village Section of New York City, where I was
told by NORTH that a foreign assigmment had been arranged for
me in view of the fact that I was going abroad. NORTH did not
furnish. further details concerning this matter, at that time,
but arranged a second meeting with me one or two'da?d later:
I am unable to recall NORTH'S address in Greenwich 1llage, but
believe it was West of Seventh Avenue and South of 14th Street,
New York Citye. At the second meeting NORTH took me to a
street side contact with a man who was unidentified to me,
Hereinafter, I wll describe this unidentified man as man

number 1., . 4.

"The meeting with man #1 took place at night on
Fourth Avenue in Union Square, New York City. We met on the
street, and together went into a Fourteenth Street restaurant
or cafeteria, possibly -a Childs Restaurant., JOE NORTH was
present at this and subsequent meetings with this man. Man
#1 repeated that there was a foreign assigmment for me
although he did not advise me of the nature of this assignment.
He cautioned me at this time not to mention this matter to any
of my fellow CP members and asked me if I had recelived my
passport as yet. I explained to man #1 that "I had not, yet
received my passport but expected to receive it within #vgew
days. Man #l1 then made arrangements to meet with me and -als9
JOE NORTH several days later and instructed me to bring several
copies of my photograph and a brief biography of myself, and
also my CP card to our next meetinge.

"At the second meeting with n3§ #1 I gave him three
or four photographs of myself and a short biographical sketch
T had written in longhand and also my CP card. This meeting
was again held in the early evening, in the sames cafeteria
or restaurant on l4th Street, I am unable to recall just how

=1l=
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"many meetings I had with man #l, but believe that there were
three, each at the same approximate hour and each in the same
place. It is my recollection that our final meeting took
place only &ne or two days before my departure to Sweden,

"At the second meeting, man #1 gave me enough -
cash necessary to purchase a one way Steamship ticket from
New York to Bergen, Norway. I am unable to remember the
specific amount, however; it was pessibly four or five

_ dollars in excess of the exact price of the steamship ticket,
Man #1 also gave me the name and address of a woman in
Greenwich Village to whom I was to send a cable upon my
arrival in Stoékholm. I am umable to recall the name of
the woman and her addresp, but believe that man #1 wrote
this information on'a slip of paper and gave it to me, Man

#1 did not advise me of the nature of my assignment at any
of our meetings., I do recall that the address of the woman
in question was in the Greenwich Village Section of New York

city.

"The following is a description of man #l, as I
remember him:

"Age Middle age, past 40

Height Medium

Build Stout

Hair - Sandy red in tone, but
possibly greying

Complexion Red

Speech Fluent English, but

obviously foreign born,
with marked accent.
Dress Wore hat and topcoat,

"after having viewed a photograph exhibited to me,
1 believe that I can identify the man in this photograph, who
ia,JACO%KE?LOS, as being man #l. Given the lapse of time, I

" fo
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"cén say that I feel 95 percent sure of the ldentification,.

"on the night or possible two nights before my
departure from New York, I had a meeting with the second unidenti-
fied man, who I shall refer to hereinafter as man #2. .

n"This meeting, which occurred late at night, had been
"arranged by man #1 on the occasion of our last contact and . '
-took place at upper Broadway above 100th Street but below
Columbia University. After going to the prescribed street
intersection on Broadway i was approached by man #2 who asked
me if I were Mr. BURDETT. When I replied in the affirmative,
we together entered a nearby restaurant, on the west side of
Broadway; it was, I beligqve, & Childs Restaurant, #an #2
instruoted me to registetr mt the Patricia Hotel er arriving
in Stockholm, where X would be contacted by a Mr LLER. This
individual, according to the instructionsjy would come to my VAr
hotel and make reference to our mutual friend, NAT EINHORN.
I was to acknowledge that I had recently seen EINHORN in New
York, and that this brief conversational exchange was to be
my only means of identifying MILLER. I was still not advised
a3 to the nature of my assignment but was told by man #2
that there would be no risk involved on my part, I was told
. that I would be merely acting out my work as a foreign
correspondent, Man #2 stated that others were undergoing a
great deal of risk but that there would be none on my part,

"The following is a description of man #2, to the
best of my recollection: :

"aAge 40, or perhaps in the late
' thirties

Height G1811-51gt1

Build Medium -

Halr Iron grey, turning white

Eyes Blue, I belisve

Speech Fluent English

Nationality 0of undetermined foreign
extraction )

= ' "T departed from New York aboard ship on February 7,

S .
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"1940. After disembarking at Bergen, Norway, I proceeded to
0slo to awalt clearance of my Swedish visa, Approximately 10
days later I arrived.in Stockholm, where I registered at the
Patricla Hotel and sent a cablegram to the woman in New York
City, as per the instruetions I had received, Two or three'
days after I registerdd at the hotel & man came to my room and
stated that he was Mr. MILLER, but ke -made no. referemce to NAT
EINHORN. Hereinafter, I will refer te Mr. MILLER a&s man #3,

"Man #3 arranged a street side mesting with me in
downtown Stockholm, which was to be held a few days later, and
this was the first of either 3 or 4 such meetings that I held
with him, These meetings were in nearly every case held at
night. Very little, took/place at these meetings, as we walked
the streets of Stockholm for as long as an hour or an hour and-
a-helf at a time, with man #3 remaining silent for long periods.
He broke the silence only at infrequent intervals to ask me
questions concerning my personal background, where I attended
school and how many brothers and/or sisters I had. Man #3
appeared very suspiclous and camtious at these meetings, and it
was apparent to me that these questions were directed in order
that he might positively identify me. He also asked me
directly, apparently as his clinching questioh, whether I was
a member of the CP. ’

"At the last mesting with man #3 he gave me my
assignment, He directed me to:bring back a report of my
observations with regard to Finnish public morale and the Finn's
reactions to Russian bombings, when I returned to Stockholm
from the Finnish front, He also arranged a future street side
meeting with me which was to be held on a specific date, sub-
sequent to my return from Helsinki,

"I flew to Helsinki one or two days later where I
arranged a junket to the northern front through the Finnish
Press office. This trip consumed several days and upon my
return to Helsinki, I departed on another junket, this one being



e
ﬁ

NY 65-15665

"to the southeastern front, After one or two days observing
activities on the southeastern front, all correspondents on the
Junket were suddenly and surprisingly ordered to return to
Helsinki, It was not until we arrived in Helsinki that we
learned the Russo-Finnish war had abruptly ended. Thus
hostilities ceased on March 13, 1940, .

: "Approximately one week later I.returned to .- .,
Stockholm and one or two days after my arrival there I held
& pre-arranged street rendezvous with man #3., The only business
transacted at this meeting was to arrange for a further rendezvous,
2 or 3 days later, “n this latter occasion man #3 and ¥ attended
a motion picture in downtown Stockholm, and after emerging
from the theatfe he inquired as to the reaction of the Finnish
people to the end of the!/war. < advised him that in ny
opinion the cessation of Hostilitles had come unexpeoctedly «&and
as a shock to the Finns, since they had apparently steeled
themselves for a long war in spite of the hardships and the -
great odds against them, Man #3 then advised me that my
assignment was completed, He gave me no indication that he
would attempt to recontact me in the future and left me with
the impression that I would not see him again,

"The following is a description of man #3 to the
best of my recollection:

e Early LO's

Height "511011=51]1]1 11

Build Strong, heavy set, peasant type
Hair Dull brown, dark in appearance
Pecullarities Square headed with flat pugilistic

' face
Speech Rather halting English with thick
accenty reticent

. Travel Indicated he had once been in the
. United States, possibly in New York

"éhortly after my last contact with man #3, I
returned to Binland with a large group of Foreign correspon-
dents for thé purpose of weorering the story of the Russian

<15
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"oocupation of the key port of Petsamo, in the north of the

country. However, we were never allowed by Kussia to com-

plete this junket and we subsequently returned to Stockholm i
by train., Not long after mg return to Stockholm, the .

Germans invaded Norway and I covered the various military

incidents surrounding the Nazi occupation of that count

between the heginning of April and late May, 1940, - *

"It was during this period that I became affiliated
with Trans Radio‘Press, and in May of that year I made my
first broadcast for the Columblia Broadcasting System. The
Scandanavian countries had virtually ceased to be a scene of
international interest by June, 1540, and it was at this time
that I decided to ge to Rumania, along with many of the
other correspondents in that year,

"One or two days after T had applied for Russian
end German visas, I was again contacted by man #3 who came to
my hotel room in Stockholm. Man #3 told me that he had heard
that I was going to Rumania., He indicated by his comments
Yhat he was greatly pleased with this news, His comments
also indicated that word of my impending trip to Rumania came
to him directly frog'the Russian Embassy or Consulate in
Stockholme He instptcted me to register at the Hotel
Moskva upon my arrival in Moscow, where I would be contacted,
He gave me no further instructions or details as to how, when,
or by whom I“would be contacted in Moscow,

"I left Stookholm the first week in June, 1940 but
L upon arriving in Moscow all passengers enroute to Rumania
B LR were registered by Intourist at the Hotel Metropole rather
than at the Hotel Moskva for the two day lay over in that city.

"The day after my arrival in Moscow, howevér, I was

contacted by a man and waman, who I shall refer to as contacts
#; and 5 respectively, who came to my room in the Hotel

-16-
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"Metropole, The woman had little to say during this brief
visit, but contact # instructed me to write a letter to the
Russian Consulate upon arriving in Bucharest, He told me
that this letter was to contain my request for a visa per-
mitting me to cross Russia on a presumed return to the United
States via the Pacific Ocean,

"Contact # also advised me that this letter should
contain my hotel and room number in Bucharest and that it would
serve as notice of my arrival in that city, After two days in
Moscow I flew to Odessa and took the train from there to
Bucharest, I recall that the Italians entered the war on June
10, 1940, and it was on qr near this date that I arrived in
Bucharest,

"After registering at the Hotel Esplanade, in
Bucharest, I wrote a letter to the Russian Consulate
requesting a visa as T had been instructed by contact #l.
I was never contacted after writing this letter, so
approximately one week later I wrote a second letter which
went unanswered by either a return communication or a
personal contact,.

. "I maintained my base of operations in reportorial
work in Bucharest until October or November, 1940 having spent
8 portion of that time in Sofia, Bulgaria, where I was married
in July, and no efforts to contact me were ever made by the
Russians during my stay in Bulgaria or during the time I was in
Sofia,

"The following are descriptions of contacts L and 5,
as I rembmber them:

"contact #; (man)

"Age 35 to Lo

Height 51811511011

Weight 150 1601bs,

Build Medium

Eyes Dark Brown
-17=~
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Face " Sharp featured ‘

Speech Good English although no
regional characteristic noted

Nationality ~Assumed to be Russian

Peculiarities Appeared physicelly and mentally

agile, and vigorous, displayed
O R a keen shrewd glance, - - - :

"Contact #5 (woman)

"Age 55 to 60

Hei&ht 51811-51101¢

Weight 130-140 1bs,

Build ) 4 . Tall and slender

Eyes : " Light blue

Hair Bland, greying

complexion Fair, red face

Speech English, spoken casuslly as

: if for many years

Natlionality Russian type

"In October or November, 1940 I departed with my
wife from Bucharest for Belgrade, Yugoslavia, where I
registered at the Hotel Srpski Karalj. As I recall, about
10 days or 2 wesks after arriving in Belgrade, a young man,
who I will designate as man #6, came to my hotel room. Man
#6 apparently had no knowledge of the fact that I had never
been contacted in Bucharest. He furnished me instructions for
& contact with man #7, a few days later and then departed.

"The following is a description of man #6:

"Age 27-29

Helight 6!

Weight T60-170 1bs,

Build Tall, gaunt

Hair Sandy, unkept

Face Deep set eyes, large nose an
pronounced cheekbone :

Speech English, spoken with difficulty

- Nationality Russian

General Appearance Young peasant type

=18~
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"T had a second meeting with man #6, as I shall
later describe., During our two mestings he gave me the impression
that he hald a position of minor rank and was only carrying out
thstructions that had been specifically issued to him, and he was
probably incapable of exercising any prime decisions without
consulting his superiors, It seems to me that he identifled”
himself as holding an official position with the Russian
Embassy”in Belgrade., When I asked him why I had not been
previously contacted in Bucharest, as I had been instructed
earlier in Moscow, he merely shrugged his shouldeiks in answer
and furnished no explanation concerning this matter.

"T met man #7 at a specified street cormer, at night,
several days later, in a dimly 1it outlying section of Belgrade.
This contact addressed me¢ by my true name and then mentioned
the names of several lesser officials in various Yugoslav
ministries, asking me if I was acquainted with any of them. I
advised him that I was not acquainted with these individuals
whereupon he instructed me to take steps to meet these officials
during the course of my reportorial aasignment. He did not,
however, instruct me to obtain information from these officials,
but merely instructed me to meet him again on the street a
week later, As I recall this meeting took place on the out-
skirts of Belgrade in the early evening, To the best of my
recollection I boarded & bus or street-car in the central
business area of Belgrade which proceeded easterly along
Alexander (or) Alexandria Avenue., This avenue is & main
thoroughfare leading east from the business section of Belgrade
and was later renamed the Avenue of the Red Army by the
Russians. T do not know its present title under the Tito
Regime, but I know that the Yugoslavian House of Parliament
i located on this avenue,

"T left the bus or street-car at a pre-arranged
spot in an outlying residential area of the city, by which
time it had become dark or nearly so, I had been advised
earlier that man #7 would be standing on a street corner
and would be carrying a glove in either his right or left
hand, which was to be a means of identificatlion. :

-19-
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"I walked a short distance to the designated inter-
section and upon arriving I immediately identified man #7 by
means of the glove, Upon seeing me man #7 walked down to
the next corner and proceeded up a side street. I followed
him on as previously instructed and finally overtook him where
upon he addressed me by my true name., , We walked leisurely °*
about the neighborkood for approximately a half hour at which
-time we had-a casual discussion. O CEPIC TS AN P PN

"The following is & description of man #7:

"Age 35-40

Height 61211ab1] 1t

Halr Very fair hatr

Eyes . 4 Blue

Complexio ’ Very fair

Face Regular features

Build ) Tall, athletic, strong and erect

Dress Nattily dressed, black hat and
‘ gloves =

Speech Well spoken English but with

difficulty _

"I never went to the second arranged meeting with
man #7 as this was the culminating point of a long personal
deliberation covering a period of approximately a year and a
half, A persons' joining of the CP was in most cases, like
my own, & long and gradual process, Due to the regimentation
and the continual necessity on the part of each member to
hack and distort his personal ideas to fit the mold of CP doc-
trines, a persons' leaving of the CP was, equally, a long and
slow and painful process,

: "My first doubts and apprehensions with regard to the
CP and its aims and purposes were prompted by events in the
Fall of 1939. It was not until ¥ left the Brooklyn Eagle and
had an opportunity to disassoclate myself from the day to day
CP activities and discussions that I was able to think for my-
self and allow my doubts and reservations to take their
natural course,

=20=-




e ( IR (N §
N / )

NY 65-15665

"My personal observations abroad of the activation
of Russian designs in European countries was the deciding
factor in my decision to no longer be a member of the CP or
to Purnish information to the tussians,

"After failing to appear for the second meeting
_ with man #7 I was recontacted at my hotel by man #b6 who
= - 'ssked why I had not shown up for this meetings I told him
that I no longer desired to serve in such activity and ex- :
plained to him that I was no longer in a position to do so, .
and did not intend to do so. As I recall, I offered him
no further explanation. There seemed to be no marked
reactions to mi statement on the part of man #6, but this did
not seem too strange to me as man #6 obviously was only a
messenger or courier of lesser rank. He then left and I was
never again recontacted in Belgrade,

"I left Belgrade in March, 1941 and proceeded to
Ankara, Turkey, for further asignments with the Columbia ,
Broadcasting System, I resided with my wife at the Ankara
Palace Hotel, while in that city. .

"Sometime between four and eight weeks after
arriving in Ankara, a man, contact #8, came to my hotel room,
He was extremely cautious and though he did not indicate
whom he represented, but merely suggested that I would be in
a position to furnish helpful information in view of my
employment as a foreign correspondent. I assumed that man ;
#8 was from the official Russian mission in Ankara, but T
cannot be certain of this, .

"Man #8 made no mention of the fact that I had
failed to cooperate in Belgrade. I advised man #B8 of my
intentions in the matter much as I had previously done
in Belgrade to man #7., Man #8 then appealed to me to
reconslider where upon I stated my position to him in more
explicit terms, saying I was no longer willing to serve as
an informef, that my views had changed radically in recent
years, and that ¥ had made my decision for personal reasons
L my own. Man #8 then departed and I have never been con-

-21-
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"tacted again, nor have an§ attempts ever been made to
recrult me in Esplonage activities since that time,

"I have never had any further contact with the CP
nor have I been associated with any CP members that I know *
of since the appearance of this last contact with man #8 in

m- %Frﬂt T .;_.;5%,’;:@:.&:;3:3&;, F e e S Ce S Lpage L
"The following is a description of man #8:
"Age Apgroximatoly 35

Height 51811

Weight 145-150 1lbs,

Build S Slight

Eyes S o Blue, as I best recall

Rair Grey

Complexion Falir

Face Narrow, sharp featured

Speech : English with accent but
not halting

"I quit the CP for very simple reasons, which must
now seem all too obvious, because belatedly, after Joining 1t
I came to know the methods and true purposes of the Party and
What, in short, it was all asbout. In a word T found its aims
repugnant, 1ts atmosphere fanatical and stifling, and its
methods shot through with intellectual fraud and dishonesty.
These things have been learned before, I learned them the
foolhardy way, through direct experience, but in any case I
learned them thoroughly and once and for all, -

"I have read the foregoing statement and it is true
and correct to the best of my knowledje.

"WINSTON MANSFIELD BURDETT

"witnessed by: .
* Special Agent, FBI :
-Speoial Agent, FBI

-22-
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- of known #eliability, advised that one -
Y had been a resident of rom

ately 1945 until the Fall of 1952, at which time he

left for England. stated that had married an

English girl and tha they had one son. .

tatod that

' 1ndependent1y wealthy.
addod that he believes has permanently move
Enilandl and ﬁat he can be reached in care: ofﬁ
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et

BURDETT appeared very cooperative and expressed a
willingress to furnish a signed statement covering his CP
and Espionage activities, He advised that he hus not beem
contacted by any of his .former associates regarding these-
activities and in the event anyone were to do 80, he would
advise this office immediately,
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this case 18 being considered closed by this office.
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dated July 30, 1953, at New York, Kew rork.
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| Burdett ddmitted that in 1940 and 1941 he was
in contact with Russian intelligence agents and furnished
information to them.

Copies of other pertinent reporis have been
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Your opinion ¥s requesied as to whether Burdett #s subject
to registration under Section 20 (a) of the Internal Security
Act of 1950 or is subject to prosecution for violation of
any other Federal statute.
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"I, WINSTON MANSFIELD
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do not have to make a statement, and that any state
by me_may be used against me in a court of law, No %
or promises have been made to induce me to make this st te
and I reallze that I have a right to counsel, +

JNQW York. My father is

- ‘my mother .is ELIZABETEH
California, both of whom d
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"When I was approximately 7 or 8 years of age, I
moved with my family to New York City where I attended public
school in the Bronx, and later Trinity School in Manhattan,
and then, for 3 months, the University of North Carolina. - -

e f ersity
in 1933,-and engeged in Graduate Study- of .Romance : ‘
at Columbia University, New York City, from:1933. 4

.. "I présentiy resids :
- Xork. CLby,” with /sy (wife;: GIORGINAREURI K
- I marvied in Rome, Lltaly on July Y,"19US: "Sh¥ N sl Britie)

citizen, having been born in London, Englandi . Her father,
of Australian birth, but is sn Italien cititen by reason: of
previously been married to LEA SCHIAVI, who was killed in
Iran.in April, 1942, ;. | S

I received a Bachelor of Arts Degree from Harvard Uh;?
SRR ey
who “1s now deceased, was an Italian subject; her mother is.
her mirriage, She currently resides in Italy, I head-
"I will now 1ist my employment and_;oreign travels

from 1934 to the present time. _ e
L "From September, 1934 to February, 1940, I was . = 5
employed as a reporter, book and film reviewer, and-agsociate e

editor, by the Brooklyn Daily Eagle newspaper. at Brooklyn, ‘-

New York. During the summer of 1936, however, I vacationed -
in Europe, during which period I was on leave of absénce:from BRI
the newspaper. - Tee T i

SRR "In February, 1940 I went abroad as s free lance
ST reporter and did work on assignment in the Scandanevian -~ ‘-
S countries for the Brooklyn Daily Eagle and Trans Radio Press iy
Coy until April, 1940, at which time the Nazis invaded’ Norway, - %

It was at this time that I began free lance. reporting for the
Columbia Broadcasting System, although it was not until the
fall of that year in Rumania that I actually became 2 = =
permanent and salaried employee of CBS.

3 cal #In June, 1940, I proceeded bi way of piﬁéigSFthfﬁﬁgh
2 Russia, to Bucharest, Rumania, where I remained until October
* .
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"or November, 1940, While with CBS sbroad, I was assigned

to various large cities that served as my basis of operations,
but the nature of my reportorial work necessitated my malking
frequent and temporary trips to other cities and ad jacent
countries, on assignment,

"In July, 1940, in Sofia, Bulgaria, I married LEA .
SCHIAVI, Jjournalist, who was an ardent anti-Fascist, In .
1942 she was shot and killed by a young Kurd while en route
through Soviet controlled Northern Iran to Tebriz, I was om ...
e casstgnment-Ant Now-Delhi- at- this” time =My wile-had Fone tor - 7 7>
Northern Irsan with a young Armenian girlfriend, as interpreter
to cover a news story and during a trip in the environs of
Tabriz their car was stopped by a small group of Kurdestan
tribesmen., My wife was then shot by one of the young Kurds,
and she died while being rushed to a hospital in Tabriz,
which was approximately 4O miles distance from the scene of
the shooting. . 4

"It has always been a mystery to me as to why my
wife was killed, inasmuch as robbery was apparently not the
motive involved and no other person in her party of five was
injured. The Kurds were a band of tribesmen who wére willing
at that time to commit various criminal acts, including murder,
for anyone who desired to pay a price. The services ef the.
Kurds were frequently utilized by the representatives of
verious foreign missions in Iran, during the early.1940's.,

"I first suspected that pro-Fascist Italians in
Iran had been responsible for her death, due to the fact
that she had been an outspoken and active anti-Fascist. As
a result of numerous conversations with various fellow corres-
pondents in the middle East and with American Counter
Intelligence, I later came to believe that my wife's death
was caused by the Russians, I am now firmly convinced that
ny wife, during the course of her assigmment in Soviet con-
trolled Northern Iran, chanced to learn that the Russians had
been training Yugoslavian infiltration teams to be later
used for politically undermining the Yugoslavian Government.
When the Russians heard that she had learned of the matter,
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"and presumably might publish it, I believe they had her
assassinated before she could return to Tabriz and file her
news story.

. "Upon heering of my wife's death, I obtained a two
month leave of absence from my Jjob with CBS and proceeded from
New Delhi to Iran, in order to investigate her death, but due
to the reluctance and uncooperative attitude’ on the.part of
the Iranian officials, I was completely unsucéeésaful in these

offorts,” .. . 0 .-

x e s MGontinming: with my: plases*or: asalensent ab orad, I .=
left Bucharest in October or November, 1940 for; Belgrade,:. =~

Yugoslavia, where I remaine ' arch, 1941, ‘I was. then
assigned to ch, 1941 to the end of
March, 1942, byt made—e—t»ip-during this period to Teheran,

between NoVember, 1941 and February, 1942. .I made a spéecial
trip to New Delhi in April, 1942. It was following the
completion of this assighment in New Delhi that I went to
Iran to investigate my wife's death, where I stayed until
July of that year,

' "From July, 1942 to March, 1943 I reported from
Csiro moving to Alglers for work there.between Mareh, 1943 and
May, 1944. This year or more of work in Alglers was . =~
interrupted by a brief trip to Cairo in the summér of 1943,

I spent from May, 1944 until March, 1946 in Italy, during '
which period I went to France briefly to cover the Allied’
Invesion of Western France, and went on a short trip to -
Palestine in the Fall of 1945. -

_ "In April of 1946 I returned to the United States, .
and after a three months vacation was assigned to the CBS '
affiliated radio station in Washington, D.C. in June, 1946 where
I was employed until March, 1948, I again returned.to Italy

1)
D

1951, during which time I also covered news events in .
j_' Yugoslavia and Greece, I returned to New York City in _ .
s ;. April, 1951 and am presently employed in the News Departe . =~ =~ .
i ‘ “‘ment of the Columbia Broadcasting System, 485 Madison- -~ = v -
' Avenue, New York City. :

e for assignment in Rome with CBS from March, 1948 to April, = ..

slgnment aborad) I ..
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- "I was & dues-paying member of the Communist
~ ~ Party, USA, from August, 1937 to approximately January,
~ 1940, During this time, I was employed by the “Brooklyn -
» Daily Eagle,” Brooklyn, New York, and I was a member ‘of the
v Brooklyn Eagle Unit of the CP. (This was a period in ‘which
~ the newspaper guild of New York was organiz the SRl
personnel of the New York daily newspapers. ..It was. likowiao
_.a period:that marked .the. ascendance of ‘the Comniata with: '
- in the: guild organization. My ‘own Party. lctititio!, liko i
- --4ho#e’ of:‘ether: Party:menbers  at: the" ,EBrooklyn?gBa 3P
" directed to ‘guild and guild shop matters; tHosé:e
organizing and expanding the guild nonborship, 'handling of
% vances and negotiating of guild contracts with the Ea.glo
' gément, The ma jor effort of the Eagle gnild during this
period (an effort in which the Commmists played a leading
part) was a three months strike at the Engle fron Septembor
to Docenber, 1937. . 4 - _

v (® "While I was a member of the CP I used the name

v PAUL . CELAND, and was a member of the Brooklyn Eagle Unit,

v ch was called the S k1 or 41 S Section of the CP.. AL ter
..becoming employed by the Brooklyn Daily Eagle I: beem --f"-;.
extremely interested in the work of the ‘newspaper. ‘gaild and

it-was this interest:in union eactivities that was: largely o
responsible fof my eventually becoming & CP member," Activo
participation in' the guild's activities at the Brooklyn PR
Daily Eagle and membership in the CP were ror me synonououl. PR

"During the late 1930's I held various nonial positiona
in the newspaper guild, but in 1939 I became chairman of the. . .~
gulldt's greivance committee, at the Brooklyn Daily Eagle, * '~
During the gulld strike at this newspaper in 1937 I actively

participated as a picket and in the organizing of strike- ..

fund-raising social affairs, My .primary respénsibility. u K
CP member was in the publication of the Bagle- Unit's - iy
Communist newspaper. L .
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_ the foolhardiness of my youth. '~
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®My leaving the CP was the result of a growin

apprehension on my part based on various inconsistencies of

CP doctrine during the period of years I was a member, and

on the spirit of narrow fanaticism with which such doctrine
was held by CP members. The one outstanding event that caused
me to doubt the Party's objectives was the -Hitler-Stalin =
Peace Pact in 1939, QZbeliove.phatwmyiorigigalﬁjggqgngfot,thq;
" CP.was due to my zealous interest in guild: work, coupled: i

"~ "I want to furnish the names of the ‘following :
individuals who were employed at the Brooklyn Daily Edgle
and were members of the CP Unit at that newspaper during
years I was a member, However, I have no personal knowl-

. edge of these individuals activities subsequent to 1940, in-

asmich as 'all or a portion of them could later: havé ceased =~
their CP membership'for the same reasons I left the Party.
Indeed, I should pergonally assume that several among them ;
would have done 8o £y these intervening years: ' :
p ket ! ~ . AR L
gual was employed as & news room’ i 4

~y f] EN 1e,/ [/ y | . ' ’

rgporter, , o !
is individual wes an editorisl room re-write

man who was on general assigmment on news
tories, . PR

by et

il
vidual 8 a general assignment
repgiter, . '

NETT (o SARNET) ’—f/

dividua employed as a'géhbral;»

wikg
v

e gk

assignment reporter,
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"The following persons were lmown by me to be CP

members and they were members.of the Brooklyn Eagle Unit,
except in those cages where I will so state,

BESS1y o

- IE was one of my clesest f
the Brooklyn Daily Eagle and although my joiniégnsszgilg.:tnot
caused by any particular individual, I believe he was probably
the most instrumental of any single person in recruiting me into
the CP. I am certain that BESSIE was a member of the CP although
I cannot be sure whether he was a member of the Brooklyn Eagle
Unit, inasmuch as he left his employment at this newspaper
prior to the time I became a member of the Brooklyn Eaglse
Unit of the CP.

[~

Department of this pewspaper and was active in the newspaper
gU.i 1d.

"LARRY' R _ -7
ADLZR was in his late teens or early twenties
and was employed in fhe Cormercial Department.

"HERBERT, N —_—
15 individual was employed as a reporter and

movie reviewer,

"I URAUFVAN ——
He was also kXnown as ISIDOR UFMAN and was a
very militant individual and was employed ss umber one

re-write man for the Eagle., He led discussions at meetings
between representatives of the newspaper guild and the news-
pvaper, and for a long period was chairman of the Eagle Unit
of the Newspaper Guild. The point I wish to make about him
is that, contrary to what might have been supposed by out-
siders, he was not a member of the Eagle Unit of the CF when
I was at the Eagle, and was not, to my best knowledge and
belief, a member of the CP during that period,

7=
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"I do not bolievo that any_or these. neot
ld t I.EHIS' home, inésmuch as hi
-I;.do.recall attonding.gh least
,HARNIAK which wis on Montague
gs: ,re hold at w‘apart :
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"woro held at the meetings, relative to Russiats position in

world affairs and particularly to Russia's participatioqi-vin the

Nazi-Soviet Pact, - CHARNIAK openly expressod-h{i_, dYasa 1sta tio
taim o1 201

‘and. romllyr"
tliong the

uary
wo. the ;'prm mover" of : the:

- :..Brooklyn ‘Bagl Ol’zm

1:and. one other member . or .the: Unit ;
of "the CP, to 't

jo. "rdcll’.t'“'f 0
n the Sp 1ng ‘of 1938. attending clnses‘-on . or
“each week, =~




“was head (or 'Secreta.ryl)
was, I believe, his real name,

"1-A man nam\
of the Section Orrice.

- H:’wgpaper .Guild of.. New Ior_k 3
rollowingpersone ‘as members of th” CP. during
was' & nenber‘ak the Eagle: - . . 7

“se crotu‘y

‘at the ,i. Guild, ot recall the exact title of her

po’itiono A

"Sometime in ‘Jenuery, 19l|.0, @ ifew weeks - be.
depu-tv.re, NAT EINHORN; of the Bagle, who wa “the: lead
¥ the :CP:cell-at that newspaper, telephoned: me- at :my:<
Te 9 '.',ddreu An Brooklyn, e.nd advised n_e
aily Worker' wanted. .to. speak w:lth ne

ot NORTH wanted:to discu 1th me,
"Viearned in talking with EINHORN that,at the.

a e
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Yhe was aware of the matter NORTH wiahed to discues.

"A few days later I went to NORTH'S apar : ent 1n
the Greenwich Village Section of. New Yorks ity ‘whe!

. told by NORTEH. that ‘a foreign auigm;ent ibap
. me in view?of the. ruct"'that I, was going. 'pr'éi“d*‘
T ' concerning-f this nat
ting -

J P
> , mUnS.en smare, “Now:. on-k»cxty
trq t 'and together went“'into & Fou;-teenth‘

Ycafeteria, possibly a ‘Childs’ _R”’
esent at this and subee
“repéated that thers: im 1
although. he did not~ adviee ‘me "o th' nsﬁh'
H,b~’c‘autiohedfme at this time. not to mentii
~  of’my fellow CP members and asked me if I: h;
SR -"’*;:p%lport a3 yot. I explained’ tc man "#1:tha
- received ny ssport but expected. toA,.

‘ #{. then made arrangements toimset
"JDE IOR!’H ‘several - ‘days later ard 1n¢trneted~; 10 rl 1ng:
~veopies. of my. photograph and a brief: biography of” ’wéelr'
- ralso ny CP cerd to our next neeti.ng

"At the see¢ond neetmg with man #1 I.gavé:-him
“or rour photographs of myself and a: short. bf.bg;- ] 13;&%
= ¥I -had written in longhand and also:  my :CP* cardiis ®

. was-agin held in the early evening, 'in: the* se.me
.or restaurant on luth Street. I
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Ymany meetings I had with men #1, but believo that thero were’

three, each at the same approximate hour. and each: 1n:?tho ;same
place. It is my recollection that our final meeting . too
place only one or two days berore my departure to 3wedon

v _ ™At the second meting, man #1 gave me nough?:
v cash - neooasary to purchase & one way. Steamship ticket:
b t

e e ety

3 811 ‘3
0 ) Ex e
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PR

/t'his mfomation on’a alip of paper ‘and’ gave
: ‘}l‘di ‘not advise me of the nature of My-ass
of:‘our mestings. I do recall that:the address
1n_ question was 1n tho droenwich Villag S

"Ago

~ Height
" Build-
Hair

Gomplexion
Speech

CTIWTT T MITH N




"0n the night or possible two. nights berore ny
departure from New York, I-had a meating:with the‘soco
fiod man, who I shall refer to hereinaft

fl
iﬁo our: ?nntﬁ's

Iiw 's 0. acknowledge
i!b kt‘and;tha

;:eo:greqund_ent. X that o
“gre ,,_(loal or*_ risk but_that_ the

Mne following is a description o
bost of ny recollect:lon'

- .?'Age 52,00 perhapa in th
. thirtiel
‘Height

. Build
- Hair -
Byes
. .Speech
' Natibnanty
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"1940., After disembarking at Bergen, Norway, I proceeded to
0slo to await clearance of my Swedish visa, Approximately 10
days later I arrived in Stockholm, where I registered at the
Patricia Hotel and sent a cablegram to the woman in New York
City, as per the instructions I had received, Two or three
days after I registered at the hotel a man came to my room and
stated that he was Mr. MILLER, but he made no reference to NAT
EINHORN. Hereinafter, I will refer toaq?. MILLER as #3..

downtown Stockholm, which was to be held a few days later, and
this was the firast of either 3 or L4 such meetings that I held
with him, These meetings were in nearly every case held at
night, Very little took place at these meetings, as we walked
the streets of Stockholm for as long &8s an hour or an hour and-
a-half at a time, with man #3 remaining silent for long perlods.
He broke the silencs only at infrequéent intervals to ask me
questions concerning my personal background, where I attended
school and how many brothers and/or sisters I had. Man #3
appeared very suspicious and cautious at these meetings, and 1t
was apparent to me thet these questions were directed in order
that he might positively identify me. He also asked me
directly, apparently as his clinching question, whether I was

& member of the CP.

"At the last meeting with man #3 he gave me my
assignment., He directed me to bring back a report of my
observations with regard to Finnish public morale and the Finn's
reactions to Russian bombings, when I returned to Stockholm
from the Finnish front. He also arranged a future street side
meeting with me which was to be held on a specific date, sub-
sequent to my return from Helsinkli. '

"I flew to Helsinki one or two days later where I
arranged a junket to the northern front through the Finnish
Press office., This trip consumed several days and upon my :
return to Helsinki, I departed on another junket, this one being

-1l
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%to the southeastern front. After one or two days observing
activities on the southeastern front, all correspondents on the
junket were suddenly and surprisingly ordered to return to
Helsinki. It was not until we arrived in Helsinki that we
Jearned the Russo-Finnish war had abruptly ended. This
hostilities ceased on March 13, 1940. o

"Approximately one week later I returned to
Stockholm and one or two days after my arrival there I held:
a pre-arranged street rendezvous with men #3. The only business

_transacted at this meeting was. to arrange for a: further.rendezvous,. -
2°or 3 days later. On this latter occasion man #3 and T attended
a motion picture in downtown Stockholm, and after emerging
from the theatre Ra inquired as to the resction of the Finnish
people to the end of the war. I advised him that 1n my
opinion the cessation of hostilities had come unexpedtedly and
as a shock to the Finns, since they had apparently steeled
themselves for a long war in spite of the hardships and the
great odds against them. ‘Man #3 then advised me that my
assignment was completed. He gave me no indicatien that he
would attempt to recontact me in the future and left me with

the impression that I would not see him again.

"The following is a descriﬁtion of man #3 to the
‘best of my recollection: e

"Age Earlz %0'3

Height 5t10"-5'11"

Build. Strong, heavy set, peasant type

Hair Dull brown, dark in appearance

Peculiarities ?quare headed with flat pugilistic

ace :
Speech Rather halting English with thick
: accent, reticent :
e g Travel Indicated he had once been in the
T United States, possibly in New
York

"Shortly after my last contact with man 5,1
returned to Finlend with a large group of Forelign correspon-
dents for the purpose of covering the story of the Russian

e e e S s S AT b taeP i e B
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"occupation of the key port of Petsamo, in the north of the
country. However, we were never allowed by Russia to com-
plete this Junket and we subsequently returned to Stockholm
by train. Not long after my return to Stockholm, the
Germans invaded Norway and I covered the various military
incidents surrounding the Nazl occupation of that country
between the beginning of April and late May, 1940, -

‘"It was during this perfod that I became affiliated .

with Trans Radic Press, and in May of that year I made my . . .

first broadcast for the Columbia Broadcasting System, The
Scandanavian countries had virtually ceased to be a scene of
international interest by June, 1940, and it was at this time
that I declded to go to Rumania, along with many of the

other correspondents in that year,

. Y Al

"0ne or two days after I had applied for Russian
and German visas, I was again contacted by man #3 who came to
my hotel room in Stockholm. Man #3 told me that he had heard
that I was going to Rumania, He indicated by his comments
that he was greatly pleased with this news., His comments
also indicated that word of my impending trip to Ruménis came
to him directly from the Russian Embassy or Consulate in
Stockholm. He instructed me to register at the Hotel .
Moskva upon my arrival in Moscow, where I would be contacted,:
He gave me no further instructions or details as to how, when,
or by whom I would be contacted in Moscow, :

"I left Stockholm the first week in June, 1940 but
upon arriving in Moscow all passengers enroute to Rumania
were registered by Intourist at the Hotel Metropole rather
than at the Hotel Moskva for the two day lay over in that city.

"The day after my arrival in Moscow, hbwever, I was
contacted by a man and woman, who I shall refer to us contacts
#; and 5 respectively, who came to my room in the Hotel

-lbw
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"Metropole. The woman had little to say during this brief:
visit, but contact #; instructed me to write a letter to the
Russian Consulate upon arriving in Bucharest. He told me
that this letter was to contain my request for a visa per=-
mitting me to cross Russia on a presumed return to the Uhited
States via the Pacific Ocean, : v

"Contact_ # also advised me. that this letter shonld

¢contain my hotel and room numbei 'in Bucharest ‘and that'’it" ﬂould%%

serve as notice of my arrivel in thdt'city. "After twordays in
Moscow I flew to Odessa and took the train from there to
Bucharest., I recall that the Italians entered the war on June
10, 19LkO, and it was on or near this date that I arrived in
Bucharest, : _

"After rqgistéiing at the Hotel Esplanade, in
Bucharest, I wrote a letter to the Russian Consulate
requesting a visa as I had been instructed by contact #j.
I was never contacted after writing this letter, so
approximately one week later I wrote a second letter which
went unanswered by either a return commmnication or a
personal contact.

‘"I maintained my base of operations in reportorial
work in Bucharest until October or November, 1940 having spent
a portion of that time in Sofia, Bulgaria, where I was married
in July, and no efforts to contact me were ever made by the
Russisns during my stay in Bulgaria or during the time I was in

Sofia.

"The following are descriptions of contacts h and 5,
as I remember them: v

"Contact /A (man)

"Age 35 to 4
Height 518" - 5'10"
Welght 150-160 1lbs,
Build Medium
Eyes Dark Brown

“17=




10 days or
who I will designate as man
# apparently had no knowledge
been contacted in Bucharest.
a contact with man #7,
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"Pace
Speech

Nationality
Peculiarities

‘"c,@tan.'#s.“.(?'Om&n)- e e A o

"Age

Height

Weight

Build

Eyes '
Hair . 4 -
" Complexion ’
Speech

Nationality

"In October or November,
wife from Bucharest for Belgrade,
registered at the Hotel Srpski Ka

Ssjforéb o

Sharp featured
Good English although no
regional characteristic noted
Assumed to be Russian - .
Appeared physically and mentally
agile, and vigorus, displayed

& keen shrewd glance. .

s

518".5110"

130-140 1bs,

Tall and slender

Light Blue

Bland, greying

Falr, red face

English, spoken casually as
if for many years

Russian type

1940 I departed with my

Yugoslavia, where I
ralj. As I' recall, sbout
2 weeks after arriving in Belgrade, a_young man,
#6, ceme to my hotel roem, Man
of the fact that I had never
He furnished me instructions for
& few days later and then departed.

"The following is a description of man #b:

®Age
Height
Weight
Build
Hair
Face

Speech
Nationality
General Appearance

27=29
6! -

160-170 1bs.

Tall, gaunt =

Sandy, unkept '

Deep set eyes, large nose and
pronounced cheekbone

English, spoken with difficulty
Russian ' _
Young peasant type
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: "I had a second meeting with man #, as I shall

: later describe., During our two meetings he gave me the impression
p that he held a position of minor rank and was only carrying out
instructions that had been specifically issued to him, and he was
, probably incapable of exercising any prime decisions without

3 consulting his-superiors, It seems to me that he identified

e himself as holding an official poaitiomx with the Russian .

Embassy in Belgrade. When I asked him why I had not been. .
previously contacted in Bucharest, as.I had been instructed
earlier in Moscow, he merely shrugged his shoulders 1n nnswer
and rnrnished no explanation concerning this matter. o

. "I met man #7 at a specified street corner, at night,
several days later, in a dimly 1it outlying section of Belgrade.
s This contact addressed me by my true name and then mentioned
I the names of séveral lesser officlals in various Yugoslav
T ‘ ministries, asking me if;J] was acquainted with any of them. I
P advised him that I was not acquainted with these individuals

: whereupon he instructed me-to take steps to meet these officials
. during the course of my reportorial assignment. He did not,
V", howefer, instruct me to obtain information from these officials,
“~ but merely instructed me to meet him again on the street a
" 'week later. As I recall this meeting took place on the out-
kirts of Belgrade in the early evening. To the best of my
recollection I boarded a bus or street-car in the central
business area of Belgrade which proceeded easterly along
Alexander "(or) Alexandria Avenue. This avenue is a mailn
thoroughrare leading east from the business section of Belgrade
and was later renamed the Avenue of the Red Army by the
Russians. I do not xnow its present title under the Tito
Regime, but I know that the Yugoslavian House of Parliament
is located on this avenue,

a3
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e o "I left the bus or street-car at a pre-arranged

Bk spot in an outlying residential area of the city, by which
: 5 time it had become dark or nearly so, I had been advised
earlier that man #7 would be standing on & street corner
and would be carrying a glove in either his right or left
hand, which was to be a means of identification.
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. "I walked a short distancd to the designated inter-
section and upon arriving I immediately identified man. #7 by
means of the glove. Upon seeing me man #7 walked down to
the next corner and proceeded up a side street. I followed
him on as previously instructed and finally overtoek him.where
upon he addressed me by my true name. Wewlked leisurely :
about the neighborhood for approximately a half hour at which

time we had a_casual discuadich,

. ;Q-- k-g;g_.';y\;.

&)

"The following is a description of man #7:
"Age 35-440 »
Height 612%.61 )"
Hair: Very falir hair
Eyes . Blue
Complexioh o Very fair
Face Regular features
Build Tall, athletic, strong and erect
Dress Nattily dressed, black hat and
: gloves = . . -
Speech Well spoken English but with
difficulty »

"I never went to the second arranged meeting with
man #7 as this man was the culminating point of a long personal
deliberation covering a period of approximately a year and a
half., ‘A persons!' joining of the CP was in most.cases, like
my own, a long and gradual process, Due to the regimentation
and the continual necessity on the part of each member to
hack and distort his personal ideas to £it the mold of CP doc-
trines, a persons' leaving of the CP was, equally, a long and
slow and painful process, S

- "My first doubts and apprehensions with regard to the
CP and its aims and purposes were prompted by events in the -
'Fall of 1939. It was not until I left the"Brooklyn Eagle'and
had an opportunity to @isassociate myself from the day to day
Cp activities and discussions that I was able to think for my-
self and allow my doubts and reservations to take their '
natural course. :

i
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New York was directed by letter 9/12/51 toiz. i,y
interview Burdett re his past Communist activities and..Ats*™
relations with Jacodb Golos, Elizabeth Bentley, Ignacy
7itczak¥ and his wife, Bunia.

. Burdett, during the initial interview conducted
on 9/20/51, admitted Communist activity under the name
Paul Strickland and furnished names of others who were
-members of the same Pariy unit to which he belonged. He,
however, denied knowing Jacodb Golos, Elizabeth ntley

- L)e - Oor Elizabeth Benton. He admitied knowing#but
denied knowing either of the Witczaks. Burdett also
denied ever advising anyone of his whereabouts in Europe.

(/’ previously m s bBurdett said he

new nim as in Bucharest in 1940. Burdett described
a3 a neer-do-well journalist who tried to associate
wi a group of foreign correspondents in Bucharest.
e Burdett stated he had little to do with and never
employed him. However, he did state that he later met
in Sofia and that
He explained that by saying that he
in Sofia and as Burdett had

Burdett was reinterviewed by New York on 11/1/51
at which time he advised he falsely stated in the previous
interview that he ceased Communist Party membership in
1540 but actually left the United States in February, 1940,
s an active member., Burdett advised that after arranging
a free-lance reporting job with the 'Brooklyn Daily Eagle"
to cover the Finnish War he was instructed by Nat Einhorn,
leader of the "Brooklyn Daily Zagle's" Communist Party
cell, to contact Joe North of the "Daily WorRer' approrimately
two weeks before departure. Burdett went to North's home
where two or three street-side meetings with an unidentified
man, No. 1 were arranged. At first of these meetings,

No. 1 instructed Burdett to bring copies of his photograph,

a biographical sketch and his Communist Party card to the
next meeting., At the nert meeting, No. 1 was given above
items and he instructed Burdett to cable congenial message

to a woman at Greenwich Village upon arrival in Stockholm.
Burdett was unable to recall the woman'’s name or her address.
Yo. 1 also furnished Burdett with cash in the amount of the
steamship ticket from New York to Stockholm. Joe North

"""" TN T T
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"My personal observations abroad of the activation
of Russian designs in European countries was the deciding
factor in my decision to no longer be a member of the CP or
to furnish information to the Russians.

"After failing to appear for the second meeting
with man #7 I was recontacted at my hotel by man #6 who
asked why I had not shown up for this meeting. I told him
that I no longer desired to serve in such activity and ex-
plained to him that I was no longer in a position to do so,
and did not intend to do so., As I recall, I offered him
no further explanation. There seemed to be no marked
reactions to my statement on the part of man #6, but this did
not seem too strange to me as man #6 obviously was only a
messenger or courier of lesser rank. He then left and I was
never again reccontacted in Belgrade,

"I left Belgrade in March, 191 and proceeded to
Ankgra, Turkey, for further assignments with the Columbia
Broadcastinz System. I resiiled with my wife at the Ankara
Palace Hotel, while in that ?ityq_»\

I JRNYL P STOR O F = N .

"Sometime between four and elght weeks after !
arriving in Ankara, a man,” contact #8, came to my hotel roomn.
He was extremely cautious and though he did not indicate
whom he represented, but merely suggested that I would be in
a position to furnish helpful information in view of my
emplovment as a foreign correscondent. I assumed that man
#8 was from the official Russian mission in Ankara, but I

cannot be certain of this,

"Man #8 made no mention of the fact that I had
failed to cooperate in Belgrade. I advised man # of my
intentions in the matter much as I had previously done
in Belgrade to man #7. Man #3 then appealed to me to
reconsider where upon I stated my position to him in more
explicit terms, saying I was no longer willing to serve as
an informer, that my views had changed radically in recent
years, and that I had made my decision for personal reasons
of my own. Man 78 then departed and I have never been con-
tacted again, nor have any attempts ever besn made to
recruit me in Espionage activitizs since that time.

- 2]=
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‘ i "I have never had any further contact with the CP
nor have I been associated with any CP members that I kmow
of since the appearance of this last contact with man # in

Ankara,

"The following is a description of man #8:
N "Age Approximately 35 -
- Height 51 8" , _ .

st s st oUWl g o e et BB @150, b @ttt E Ty s Friey S
' Build Slight - - ’

Eyes Blue, as I best recall

Halr Grey

Complexion Falr

Face Narrow, sharp featured

Speech , English with accent but

. o - not halting

"I quit the CP for very simple reasons, which must
now seem all two obvious, because belatedly, after joining it
I came to know the methods and true purposes of the Party an
what, in short, it was all about. In a word I found its aims
repugnant, its atmosphere fanatical and stifling, and its

- methods shot through with intellectual fraud and dishonesty.
These things have been learned before; I learned them the -
foolhardy way, through direct experience, but in any case I

- learned them thoroughly and once and for all,

"I have read the foregoing statement and it is true
and correct to the best of my knowledge.

"WINSTON MANSFIELD BURDETT

R /~  "Witnessed by: :
e SN Svoctel Agent, BT
C O R svecis sgent, w1

endisgarttll \
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jability, advised that i'

_ The 1nformat16:i/ru;;ished by @ may not be used in a
public proceeding without the usual issuance of a subpoena

duces tecum.

- -wealthy and- £
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Englend.

. of known reliasbilit
had beén a resident of

pproximately 1945 until) the Fa
left for England, stated that
English girl end that they had one son.

.stated that was 1ndepend§nt1y wealthy.
-added that he believe a has permanently moved
to ﬁland, and that he can be reached in care o_
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SAC, New York (65-15665) January 28,

Director, JFBI (100-376050) - C’L

i [ HI
WINSTON MANSFFSS BYRDETT, with alfas
ESPIONAGE - R

ReNYlet 1-18-
reéeport of Ssa
New York and form 0=

forwarding the closing
made 7-30-53, at
sent to New York on 1-7-54, .

,to which form was attached a Copy of a memo

Criminal Division in this matter,

of the memo referrdd to above be set out in o closing
report suitable for dissemination. In view of the
di'ssemination made at the Bureau, it 1s requested
that nine coples of this closing report be forwarded
to the Burean without unnecessary delay.
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On July 20, 1953, the subjeoct furnished a signed statement in whi
he advised that after having viewed a photegraph exhibited hin be beliéved he
could identify the man in the photograph,who was JACO s & known Soviet
Esplonage Agent, as being contact man number onse, N0 Lie
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infora the subject of the nature of this assignment, No information has been
develéped from the subject?s own account or from other informants as to the
identity of the other contact men,particularly with reference to any comnection
there may have been with a foreign government or foreign politieal party,

In addition,only two incidents were related in the subject's story

where assignments were given to him, The first of these incidents occurred

in Stockholm when centast man number three asied the subjest to report on X
_his observances of Finnish public morale and the Finns reactions to Russian ’{
‘bambingseds & result of the ending of the RussowFimnish War en March 13, 19k0,
before his next meeting with contact many-number thres, he was asked only for his
views as to the reactions of the Fimnish peopls to the end of hostilities, \;
Contact man number sevea in Yugoslavia during October or November, 1940 asked

the subject to taks steps to meet several lesser offieials in various Yugoslav
ministries, but did not imsiruet him to obtain informatien from them, Due te.

the fact that the subjeetjegpcording to his own story, had decided at this time:

to have no further relationship’/ with swch contact men, he did not go to the

second meeting with contast man riumber seven and took no steps to meet the

officials in question,

: In view of these censiderations the subject is not subjest to
registration under the Foreign Agents Registration Act of 1938, as amended
by Seetion 20(a) of the Internal Seetpdity Act ef 1950, Im additiomsa review
of the available material reflscts that there is insufficient evidence wpon

i which prosecution of the subjeet for a violation of the espionage statutes

E eould be predicated,
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Burd/ett was born 12-12-13, in Buffalo, New York., FKe uas

A

N e
- e

)

Sl
)
s~

"
PR b §

- _‘--)

INNEAR I N T ST

-

=

bl -

K ach” RECORDED - 90 /77
© SRMR2 W DS /-

B

T TS=or his activities af'ter December, 1540,
LT

cover the Russo-Finnish Jar. He denied knowi cy anc Bunia
“itezak. He admitted knowing
- who later correspcnded wit urce 8 parents. Burdett

greduated from Harverd in 1933 and attendeéd Columbia University in
1533 ancd 1934. Since then he has been emplcyed in the newspaper

end radio field, principeally by the "Brookxlyn Daily Zagle" in New York
and by CBS abroed. Elizabeth Bentley cdvised:in 1945 and 1951 that
she never met 5urdett, a €3S news reporver; however, she said that he /{
was in contcct with Jacob Golos when Purdett went abroad. This, _
eccording to Bentley, was in 1938 or 1539, (Actually Burdett went @-/
abroad in 1540,) deccording tc Rentley, Golos had arranged for Burd .
to mainicin contcct with him through Bentley, who was to use the name.
LZlizabeth Benton. Bentley said she received two or three cablegrams _ -
Srom Burdett advising of his whereabouts in Furope. These messages L
were given to Golos by her. On one occasion Bentley recalled R
obtaining Burdett's European address through a pretert telephone call .
to Burcdett's mo ther. Bentley recalled ne information about Burdett

EﬂC\ The investigation of Jurdett was carried in the Gregory
Sile until Jenuary, 1551, when a separate tnvestigative file was
cpened with iiew York the office of origin., It was established
3urdett was acquainted with# who wvas a friend of the
Soviet agent Ignacy Witczak, and that Burdett's name waes found in
#itczak's notebook. ZIZlection records in New Zork City reflected
surdett hced recistered as a member of the ALP in 1937 and 1938.
In 1542, 3Burdett was descrived as either a Communist Party member or
Communist sympathizer, Certair inforranis with knowledge of Communist
farty and espionage activities in jew York iad no knowledge of Burdett,

fZecords o 1 2 contained no infornation regarding

the subject:
G=2, end CIA.” Burcett wes interviewed initiclly on S-20-51, .
seven other occasions thereafter cnd on 7-30-53, submitted a signed
sitctement in which he adnitted Communist Party membership under the
rame Pcul Strickland from August, 1937, to February, 1540, while he
wes with the "Brooklyn Decily Eagle” and until he went to rurope t?’ﬁ-

could not recall advising 3entley of his whereabouts while in EFurope,

100-37605 )\N
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but stated that a person he had contacited in I940 and whom
he later identified as Jacob Golos had given him the..name
o/ a women whom he should keep acdvised oft his whereabouts
while in Zurope., 3urdett scic he contacited this woman

on several occasions in 1S40, He admiitted having several
contacts with different unidentified persons in 1940 and
early 1541 jor possible future espionage purposes in ‘
Europe. He cooperated t a limited exrtent with two.of
these contacts in early 1940, but refused to coopercte
with the remainder. He said he was not contacted for

rossible espioncge purposes after April, 1941, . i

Disseminction of pertinent repo L L .
case has been mcce : "
@ 7hc Criningl Division was requested 0 GAUISE. er

Zurdett was subject to registration uncder the Internal I

Security Act of 1850 or subJect to prosecution for violation . **
of any other federal statutes 'By memorcndum dated 12-31-53, - -
the Crininal Sivision advzsed that evidence was 1nsufftczent' Ty

e

to conclude that Burdett hcd received an assignment in the
counterintelligence service of a foreign government. The
criminal Division concluded that Burdett wes not subject to
registration undier the Foreign Agents Registiration Act-and
that there was insyfficient evidence upon which prosecution
Sor a violction of the espionage sStatutes could be predicated.
Burdett is not on the Security Incexr. Bureau references to
Burdett, as well as the subject's main file, were reviewed
and no information requiring further investigation was
established. By report dated 2-23-54, New York recommended
closing the investigction on 3Aurdett.

v

EECOMIENDATICON :

In view off the resulis of the znuestzgatzon and .the
opinion rendered by the Crimincl Division cnd since all logical
leads aprear to be covered, it is recommended that this case
be closed and ihat this memorandum be filed in the subject's
main file, 100-376050.
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Oﬁ%e Men. {172 + UNITED oi1niuo SOVERNMENT
TO : DIRECTOR, FBI (100-376050) DATE: July 8, 1954
m: SAC, WFO (65-5735)
SUBJECT: WINSTON MANSFIELD BURDETT, wa.
ESPIONAGE ~ R N
ISA 1950

The files of the Passport Office, U. S. Department of State,
disclose subject submitted to the Passport Office a swom affidavit >
dated June 29, 1954, to explain why he waited so long before

. , reporting to the FBI the facts concerning his past membership
Rkt in the Communist Party and his Party activities. He also explained
the reason why he made certain statements in a passport application
in 1940 and cited an occasion on which he communicated from abroad
with the Communist Party. L
-~ s

Enclosed herewith to the Bureau and the New York Office \ AT

is one photostatic copy each:of the sworn affidavit described above\, v

e { This matter was brought to the attention of sA e Y
of the WFO by Mr. ASHL-Y J. NICHOLAS, Deputy Director,

Passport Office, Department of State,and this fact may be included

on the Administrative Page of a report but should not be included

in the details of a Bureau report.

A copy of this affidavit is being forwarded to the New
York Office by Registered Mail, Return Receipt Requested, in order
that the New York Office can, at a later date, return the photostatic
copy in an unmarked condition to the WFO for authentication by the
Department of State should such procedure be necessary at any time
in the future.
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NY 65=15665
ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE (Cont'd)
NEW YORK

At New York, New York

!
«-ch -\)l-J will contact_ Rhoades and Company, 42
' v Wall Street, for information as to subject!s stock purchase

s %Y on December 10, 1951,

I

) /\Q Will conduct such other investigation as may be in-
N\ dicated from outstanding leads,

[}

REFERENCES . o

Report of SA New York, 7/2/52
biC Report of SA Albany, 9/9/52
Albany letter to Bureau, 9/9/52.

Bureau letter to New York, 9/29/52
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OJﬁce Memwmzdum UNITED

TO ¢ pirector, FBI (100-376050) pat:  NOV 5 1957

Muou ' SAC, New York (65-15665) ‘
7

: Z
SUBJECT:  WINSTON MANSFIELD BURDETT, wa: ¢ y;

Paul “Strickland 4 lp -

ESPIONAGE - R . ‘ .

ISA, 1950 v g
/ (New York Origin)

Forwarded herewith are five coples of the report of

bIC- iﬁ“.—datedNOV 5 1959 at New York in captioned

T™wo copies of this report are enclosed for Albany.

ew York Office
N BURDETT
and

elr interview,

Rebulet of 9/29/52 inquiring whether the

recommends additional interviews of Mr. and Mrs.Z

b—'e_ in view of the Albany report of SA
memorandum in this case, dated 9/9

on

In the interview of Mrs. OWEN (ELIZABETH) BURDETT she
insisted she could not recall meeting IGNACY or BUNIA WITCZAK,
although she volunteered she may have met them under another
name, She said she did not recognize the photograph of
IGNACY WITCZAK but admitted that BUNIA WITCZAK's picture was
vaguely familiar to her. She said that Mrs. WITCZAK's picture
was not that o rs., IVANYBENSON, whom she admitted meeting
through a friend of her son, the sﬁbject. Mrs.

lo')C{ BURDEIT also recalled meeting IVAN and Mrs. BENSON in 1941

in Brooklyn, N.Y. She even recalled that
y "BENSON was 111 with tuberculosis and that Mrs., BENSON

ame from California to visit Mr., BENSON in New York City.

In her interview, Mrs., BURDETT was described as curious
as to her position in the event of any complicity between her

! y u:td é&e WITCZAKS,

Since it has been previously reported in this case that
BUNIA WITCZAK was introduced to the BURDETTS as a friend,
BC according to and that BUNIA WITCZAK stayed at the
15157 BURDETT residence in Brooklyn, N,Y, for a day or so; and, since
ELIZABETH BURDETT wrote to BUN ITCZAK in December 1941, men-,
tioning that Mrs. BURDETT and her husband often spoke of Mras, !
WITCZAK's "little visit", it seems that Mrs. and Mr. BURDEH"I'

RE(‘,ORDED 13 - R~
. ESTROYED ) —
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knew BUNIA WITCZAK as such.

It 1s recommended that aaditional photographs be
shown to Mr. and Mrs, BURDETT with a view of refreshing their
recollection, so that the BURDETTS may have another opportunity
to explain their contaect with BUNIA WITCZAK in 1941 and their
knowledge of IGNACY WITCZAK, providing the Bureau authorizes
another interview,

The New York files contain no pictures of IVAN or DOVE
F. BENSON. IVAN BENSON had the address of 213 East 58 Street,

New York City, and was with the 0ffice of War Information from

June 1943 until November 194l;, when dismissed for medical ressons,
according to New York repqrt of SA ’

dated 12/27/45 in the case¢ sntitled "IGNACY SAMUEL WITCZAK, was; IS-R"
(Los Angeles file 100-23457). A Phoenix letter to the Bureau

dated 11/11/45, entitled "Dr. IVAN BENSON; Comrap, IS-R" mentions
thdt ‘IVAN BENJAMINBENSON, 2019 Dunsmuir Avenue, Los Angeles,
California, was & professor at the Unlversity of Southern California
and was admitted for tuberculosis treatment at the Veterans
Hospital, Whipple, Arizona on 7/7/45. His description was given

as follows: Born, 12/12/96 in Sweden; Height, 61; Weight, 157;
Hair, Brown; Eyes, Blue; Race, white; Employed, formerly by OWI;
wife, DOVE BENSON; Daughter, Dove II, age 15; Sons, BERNT,

age 10 and I IT, age 22, in the United States Army.

‘ Enclosed for Albany are copies of full face photogrhphs
of IGNACY and BUNIA WITCZAK forwarded to New York by Los
Angeles letter of 2/10/48 in case entitled "IGNACY SAMUEL

WITCZAK, was; IS-=R",

Los Angeles 1s requested to furnish Albany with any
avellable photographs of IVAN and DOVE F. BENSCN. Los Angeles
is also requested to furnish Albany with any other pictures of
IGNACY and BUNIA WITCZAK, so that they may be used in the
proposed interview of the BURDETTS.
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84C, Aldany (835-17v8) " Novender 21, 19059
" Directer, FAI (100-376050)-5]
. yguraror w4 ibosre, w.
TONAGE = B : )
INTERNAL SECURITY ACT OF 1950 .

Reference New York letter dated November S,
1953,

"Burecu aushortéy gransed se she Aldany O0fftce
$0 reinserview the dudject's parents, Mr, and Nre. Owen
Burdets, Brattiedere, Yermens, te eahidid eddittensl
phetographs of I v and Bunie Visczak, and te astemps
20 edtatn from tAe Burdetts Sfurther detetls cenoeraning
their contcod wish Bunic Visomak in 1941,

DER:awnaAf’7~/}

¢ = 2 ~ New York (65-15665)

NOTE:

Bureau authority oreviously granted to interview Mr. and
MUrs, Owen Burdett, parents of the subject, in connection with
allegations that subject knew Ignacy and Bunia W¥itczak, and
that the Witczaks were in contact with the subject's parents
-in 1941, In previous interviews, the Burdetis were outwardly
cooperative but claimed not to know the Witczaks. The
possibility exists that they knew the Witczaks under a different
name which is the reason for reinterview at this time.
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FEDERAL\mJREAU oF INVESTIGKT!QN.

’ " .
THIS CASEORIGINATED AT R/ Wﬁ iu '“"li(qm

REPORT MADK AT

f”' NEW HAVEN, CONN. |11/25/5

DATIWHIN l PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE REPONT MADEBY =/ . .7 5

MADE
11/10,18,19/52

A4

me

WINSTON MANSFIELD “BURDEIT, wa, ESPIONAGu - R

a

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS:

WA
Kt

DETAILS:

QIC

St., under the name of
1950 the G. Fox Co., of Hartford, a subscribing member to the’
Credit Rating uureau, requested that agency

It is to be noted that
wife as

Hartford Credit Rat:.nb Bureau received .
Credit Bureau of reaternﬁg Jork t., New York" City &
wherein it was reflected
New York, had a good credit standingd.

The New York report advised that in July 1%1? -
hzd purchased items from Member #264+ and Member #3 and in Nov S bl W
had purcdased material from lMember #26. 1In additien, : :

unéisclosed date, nad an account for mens wear withﬁhemberugl 7%
of the above numbers apply to members of the Credit Bureau ‘6PiCE

Greater Niew York. | el - '
- éa&lﬂnm— M
- =RUC- I -57 i Sy . :
Srciat st DO NOT WRITE IN THESE seAces '/ 3,

T
N
.

-Records of Hartford Credit Rating Bur

Hartford, Conn., reflzsct address of
o A - 8

-RUC- PECTISSIPTED B
At Hartford, Corn w_ Q=%
The records of the Hartford Credit Rating Bureau,
y disclose that in earl,
to ascertain the-credit

nis record reflected the giyeu‘name

K

The records further discloseé that on Oct. 7, 1952 the
trade clearing report of - thé

on an
A1

'nrrnnnr

S,

New York

COPIES OF THIS REPORT

\gj— Bureau (100-376050)"
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Checks were also made of the records of the Merchants Reporting'

Service, 327 Trumbull St. and the Retail Credit Co., 410 Asylum St.
both Hartford, Conn., anéd no record fcr“ was located. -

Fox & Co. of

The Hartford Credit Rating Zureau has advised that G.
other -

Hartford wculd have no other inforretion concerning
than was furnished to them by that agency. :

B\C

FEFERENCE:  Revort of Sk (D cotes 11/5/52 at New York,

e e S p———




a4C, Albamy (ca-zm) Tedruary 27, 1953 ‘
Director, FAI (100-398050)

INYERNAL SECHRITY ACT OF 1950 | .

Rebulet duted November 31, 1952,

: You are instrusted to submit & repers setting
Sorsh the resulte of pour investigusion tn tAfs metder
90 6o to resch the Bireax not lcter shem Msrch 11, 1963.

o§ = & « New York (85-15683)
w7
: .5
i
DER sawn awr"" \ //

By s i TED
38341y
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
FOIPA
DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET

Q Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where indicated,
explain this deletion.

O Deletions were made pursuant to the exemptions indicated below with no segregable material available for
release to you.

Section 552 Section 552a

a o) O ®X7)(A) O (@xs)
O ®)2) : O ®X)®) O (@
O ®03) O ®)X7X0) | O &y1)

O (b)7)(D) O ®Q)

O ®X7)(E) 0 ®G)

O ®)7XF) O &)
O ®)4) O ®@®) O &S
O ®)5) O ®)) O k)6)
O @®)(6) a &)

O Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to the subject of your request or the subject of your
request is listed in the title only.

u Documents originated with another Government agency(ies). These documents were referred to that agency(ies)
for review and direct response to you.

Pages contain information furnished by another Government agency(ies). You will be advised by the FBI as
to the releasability of this information following our consultation with the other agency(ies).

Page(s) withheld inasmuch as a final release determination has not been made. You will be advised as to the
disposition at a later date.

Pages were not considered for release as they are duplicative of

Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s):

(R The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages:

FOIHG Fice /60-3760S0 ~ 65 (emecosuad)
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

X Deleted Page(s)y X
X No Duplication Fee X
X for this page X

XXXXXX FBI/DOJ
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Assistant'Attorney General
¥Villitam F. Tompkins ' July 186, 19§§

Director, I’QI; @5

RECORDED-N7 /1 -~ . S
EX.-113 ;gggggg&%liS;IELD BURDETT, with alias gsxmsxursfeégpq

INTERNAL SECURITY ACT OF 1950 o 1-“:3_8 ; WE'L"

Reference is made to previous correspondence to
the Criminal Division of the Department concerning the
captioned subdject.

——— .

There is attached for your information a Photostat
of a sworn affidavit dated June 29, 1954, and submitted by
the subject to the Passport Orrice, United States Department
of State,:

'
Y I

4%t 7

NOTE ON YELLOWF; Investigation of Burdett bagsed
on statement of Klizabeth Bentley that Burdett was in contact
with Jacob Golos prior to going abroad in 1938 or 1939.
Burdett has been interviewed and was cooperative. Criminal
Division by letter 12-31-58 advised evidence insufficient
to warrant prosecution or registration of subject. Case
closed on 3-4-54. Photostat of statement of Burdett being

urnished to Department r completion of its file only.
s P C%mp f its f v
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TO

rROM ¢ L.'B. W " V ﬁ:. -
' . Rosen

Tamm-
suBJECT: WINSTON BURDETTE B4 Crmemegrng e p—
CBS COMMENTATOR Ty ok e —

C
1o

‘f.

—N
B

" that accp:dirig to Burdette, he has already been to the FBI and made a full dis’fiobﬁre‘ :

y . Belmont . b AT
BN oo

-

“BTA®ARD ronm 10, 84 P | . . L \

. impresses him very favorably as one having a high degree of maral sensitivity ’

.f

. _

s Mr. Tolson DATR:February 16, 1955.30"‘501' ‘

RNk P
“'( t D (', 1 3 A
called me on the night of Febrdary 16th

confidential basis the following information:
'i:.l."r" ; -

to furnish on a strictly informal and

- 7" He stated that Winston Burdette, yCommentator, came to
him today. He had previously been to Morrig rost,, whq is the General Counsel
for CBS. Ernst referred him to He advised of-his ..
Imemb'ers ip in the Communist Party,of how he was recruited into espiahage ‘
by NatefEinhorn, who oncesran the newspaper guild in New York, and‘!iow JFinhorn
introduced him to Jaca 104 ‘Burdette stated that when he went abroad aga
foreign correspondent ‘Eihorn arranged for him to send a cable to a woman who
lived in Greenwich Village advising that he had arrived satisfactorily. Tt,xis’he
'd.id and was contacted by a Soviet Agent in Sweden; that he furnishedjnfox_'frga_tion
to the Soviets throughout the Finish-Soviet-War; He then went to Moscow where
he was contacted by the same Agent and thet to-Bucharest. In 1941 Burdette
broke with the Party and subsequently Einhorn wrote him an accusatory letter. -
He does not know Einhorn's present whereabouts. g y :

Qe
Lo stated that Burdette's story was very melodramatic; | R

however, some years ago when he filled out a CBS questionnaire he did not make .
a full disclosure. He did admit Communist Party membership, but never did tell
CBS of his espionage connections; that CBS now wants to fire him as only recently
- he hag come to the conclusion that as a matter of moral principle he must make
a public disclosure and ublicly recant. This apparently CBS does not want him
to do, according to‘ 'aﬁd_heoytfs;g be dismissed from CBS with.i{z_v‘
the next day or two. Iron.i.:clvgllx, D ,}O'Sma . the Vice President, vqhe;h;d“-said
he was going to fire B Fgette}'w%é“s'hfrﬁs_elf fired according to a rumor v:h.ifhi
u i (: i /, I -~ l\-\‘ >
B rdettséelciew:?d,go;l;}’?:(. G 0;,7'._’-_ .- e -
1 ;.. Last October Bugﬂtte was subpoexié.ed'i:é“"a"lgﬁeéf before the
Senate Intefnil Security Subcommitie.. CBS intervened and had the subpoena
killed, ,‘Si‘qg‘e,‘tlién.this has pressed on‘Burdette's mind. He is now dedicated
. to correct the Tecord, .to publicly make amends and according to

2 - NP i

~ - -

e

"cc - Mr, Boardmangs KEGORDED‘




Memorandum for Mr. Tolson from L. B. Nichols

RE: WINSTON BURDETTE
CBS COMMENTATOR

.

128t P=
Morris Ernst is in fafydr of his making a public disclosure. Morris Ernst

referred him to since he could not advise Burdette along these lines )
since he was counsel for TCBS. was impressed with Burdette and

told Burdette that if he were asked for his resignation he should advise CBS that
he, was Burdette's advisor and that he would not turn in his re signation
BVYC  until CBS first talked to reasoning was that if this occurred
7D  Burdette would then have/witness who could support him on the premise that he was
fired on the verge of making a public disclosure; that by talking to - and
interceding this would give CBS an out should they later be criticized. ,
stated that from the sincerity of Burdette he is certain that he was telling
him the truth about coming to the FBI,

I told him that I frankly did not recall the details; .that we would madke
a check. It is suggested that the files be reviewed to determine if Burdette has
in fact confessed espionage as related.

) 1// /
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susyecr: WINSTON MANSFIELD BURDETT, with alias T Vinterrowd
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YMemorandum 2/16/55 captioned "Winston éu&de-t te, CBS

vt ( Commentator” from Mr. Nichols to Mr. Tolson pointed out that
et g %had contacted Mr. Nichols on 2/16
concerning the subject. Burdett had related to

L\C details concerning his (Burdett's) Communist Party membership
B e and possible involvement in Soviet espionage. Burdett indicated
tob that he had been to the FBI and had made a jull .
( disclosure. Mr. Nichols suggested a check to determine whether

Burdett has confessed Rhis espionage activities.

Burdett, at present a CBS commentator, was previously
employed by CBS abroad.  He left for Zurope in February, 1$40.
According to Elizabeth Bentley, she never met Burdett but in
1940 received two or three cablegrams from him advising her
of his whereabouts in Europe. GShe gave these messages to Jacob

olos. Burdett was interviewed initially on 9/20/51 and on
liscven occasions thereafter and on 7/20/53 submitted a signed
sZTatement TR WIICI T mg—m‘e"

CP ‘membe

person identified as Jacob Golos induced him to go to Europe !
to await assignment. Burdett could not recall advising Bentl A
of his whereabouts while in Europe but stated that a person
he had contacted in 1940 and whom he later identified as Jacob
W Golos had given him the name of a woman whom he should keep

' advised of his whereabouts while in Europe. Burdett admitted

= . contacting this woman on several occasions in 1940. Ke did not
_}, = recall her name. He admitted contacts with several unidentified
R persons in 1940 and 1941 in Europe. In Sweden Burdett was
contacted by an unidentified individual who requested his
observations regarding Finnish public morale and the Finnish
reactions to bombings by the Russians. In Yugoslavia and
Turkey he was contacted by three unidentified individuals who
suggested he might be able to furnish helpful information in
view of his employment as a foreign correspondent. He cooperated
to a limited extent with two of these contacts in early 1940
but refused to cooperate with the remainder. He said he was
not contacted for such information or similar information after
April, 1941. Certain informants with _knowledge @f CP and Zspionage

» N '.—"
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activities in New York had no knowledge of

Byrdett. Records
no_information re 1

g the subject:
oNI, G-2 and/ 3
)

cient evidence upon which
prosecution for a violation of the espionage statutes could
be predicated. Burdett is not on the Security rndex.
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RECOMMLTNDATION : ) 4.

In view of the above, it does not appear that a further
interview of Burdett is necessary at this time, and, consequently,
no further interview of Burdett is being recommended.

HEe |
W s



b

OPCA-20 (12-3-96) é\ ( XXXXXX

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
FOIPA
DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET

l Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where indicated,
explain this deletion.

B Deletions were made pursuant to the exemptionsbindicated below with no segregable material available for i
release to you.

Section 552 Section 552a

0 ®)X1) O ®)X7)A) 0 @e) ?
0O b)) . O @X7)®) O G2 ‘
O ®)3) B OXT)O) O &) !
O ®X7)D) 0 ®E) ,
O ®X7E O ©E) |
O ®XT)EF) 0 k@) |
u OO 0 ®)@®) O &) i
0 o)) 0 ®)o) O X6
O X6 o ® E

O Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to the subject of your request or the subject of your
request is listed in the title only.

Can e

¥ Documents originated with another Government agency(ies). These documents were referred to that agency(ies)
for review and direct response to you. !

Pages contain information furnished by another Government agency(ies). You will be advised by the FBI as
to the releasability of this information following our consultation with the other agency(ies). i

Page(s) withheld inasmuch as a final release determination has not been made. You will be advised as to the
disposition at a later date.

Pages were not considered for release as they are duplicative of

Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s):

B The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages:

FBIHQ Free /00 - 3760650 - (72X’ .’

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
X Deleted Page(s) X
X No Duplication Fee X
X  for this page X

XXXXXX FBI/DOJ




v (L, ONPI (‘}4 ’

e
el
A
Q‘v ) \CQ .ok .
OO 200-376050— 6 § BY COURIER SERVICE
Date: March 9, 1955
To: Mr, Dennis A. Flinn (orig. & 1)
Director
Office of Security
Department of State .

515 22nd Street, N. ¥.
¥asrington, D. C.

From: John Edgar Hoover, Director
Federal Bureau of Investigation

PECTASTY=ron o
Sudbject: WNINSTON BIRIETT, with allas - w-%mg
ESPIONAGE « B = PA\‘Q:U:..‘LE’..‘\-SRO&LLL'

o .

Reference ls made to your memorandum dated March 1,
1955, your reference SI/.G', concerning the captioned subject.
In that memorandum you refer to statements made dy Burdett in
connection with his application for a passport, ou also re~
quested to de furnished the results of any ingquiries we nay make
on the basis of those statcments.

A review of Burdett’s file at this Bureau reflected
the receipt from our Nashington Field office of a Protostat of
Burdett's June 29, 1954, statement to the Department of State.
No other statemenis given to the State Department by Burdett
were located in our file on him and a review of the adove state-~
mert failed to loocate GRY references to ithe specific matters
referred to by you. Prior to the initiation of any investigation,
it le requested that this Bureau de provided with a‘puc of those
statements referred to in your March 1, 1955, memorandum.

For your information, Burdett is not under tuwctti:-
tion by this Bureau at this uld be noted that the
report of Special Agent made Fedruary 23, 1954,
V1C = at New York, and previously furnls. 0 you, reported that the
Criminal Division of the Department of Justice on Decemder 31,
11953, adviwed Burdett wam not subject 8o :registration under the ”X

X

, gn Agents Reglstration Act of 1935, ae aménded by Section 20

Nich J the Internal Security Act of"¥950, and that there was in- _

Ha cient evidence upon which broseoution of Burdett for violation
espionage statutes can de predicated. 411 pertinent

Nolr
recfnvestigative reports in this case '.hmg been made avalladle to you
87 COURIER SyC,
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8AC, New York (65-15665)(original and 1)  March 23, 1955
Directer, FBI (100-376050)

WINSTON MANSFIRLD BURDEIT, wa.
ESPIONAGE - R _

y.,. -

DATH .
ect has been
in oonsaes wt of NYQ and has

advised Afm oy Niw » and possidle (nvelvement
in Seviet esplenage. Murdeit was directed t‘#
dy Merris Brnat, Counaal faw the Columbdia

e e e b ok et sant e
» y ren e p
wanted se .tml“”‘ucu ‘mumnnu lause of Afls

deafre to make o le disclegure of Ais prsvious
lnnlnqmgt iIn Comminlst and Seviet maiters.

on 5 Birdets met with
Thereaster, advised the Mureau %% wae

very mueh sshamed of the faet that there were twe f{tems
sengerning whioh Ae had ned furnished She FRI {nfermation
previeusly. The first {dem oensteted of thv detalls
surreunding Murdeti’s iriy te hrogc in 1940. KNe stated
$Ass he wont sdread at sAe Insiigation of Jased Geles,
Nathan Xinkern and Jesaph Nerth. MBurdett stated that
Zinkern and Nerth were frmat &t @R neoting Ao had with
Goles. Murdest alse fels that these censae re. madd i
in Zltzadeth Bentley's apartment. He teld tha€ he.
wae very much ashamed ef this faet since i meant thgt hiy
career a» & Jereign eerrespendent actually was launghed .,
by.:ﬂapunlcu. T E

. ~ The seoend ftem cemncerned Ais sfatlure to @;ti ,‘k
the FRI preyieusly ef Ais oentsct with a female Sevi¢t .- !

afr16tal (% Xurkey in Fedruary er March, 1942, He sdid

Ae gave thie- individusl no tnfermatfen end earried eut no
$8. A eomparisen eof the date yurnished to
by Burdett en 3/15/55 widh the (nfermation
3 ‘Lmu in hie signed atatemens oy 7/20/53
Iindieates t Burdett furnished us enly part of the facts
relating te arrangements fer his trip a in 1940 and 7

nething regarding hie centact with a femgle So¥vist ofrtcial _

In Turkey In 1942, - N OO e G S I
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P
AT In view of the above, you are reguested to
reintervievw Burdett for all detalls relating to the
preparations for his trip abroad in 1940. Ihe parts
played by Goles, Kinhorn and Nerih concerning the
arrangements for this trip sheuld alse be estadlished.
Burdett should also be Interviewed for all the facts °
regarding his contact with a female Seviet efficial in
Turkey In early 1942. He should de interviewed oconcerning
' the time he sinally broke with the Communists and alse
* Jor all ether pertinent inyformatien regarding his ewn
activities and dackgreund and activities of persons knoun
te him as CP members or sympathizers er Soviet agents
or Soviet. sympathizers. Ihis matter must be given your
immediate acttention and results thereos should be submitted
without delay in repert form sultable fer dissemination.
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Oﬂice Memorandum + uNITED STATES GOVERNMENT .

TO : Mr, Tolson DATB: March 16, ljjg%
Bel

-
-
-

»

[ . 4, TROM 2 L. B. Nichols Parsoos
AR Rosen
S / Tane
: SUBJECT : WINSTON BURDETTE X

INTERNAL SECURITY - C e
ESPIONAGE - R c

has taken a decided stand in seeking fo
assist Winston Burdette. Burdette wanted to make a full disclosure before i 2.
the Internal Security Subcommittee in order to purge himself of Communist
affiliations in years gone by. Dan"®'Shea, Vice President of the Columbia
Broadcasting System, threatened to fire Burdette if he did this as he did not
want to subject the Columbia Broadcasting System to embarrassment, particularly
in view of the fact that Burdette has been close_to Edward R, Murrow,
saw Dan O'Shea recently and told him this would be a mistake to fire someone

ch_ who wanted to come clean. O'Shea has now changed his tune and states he will

b—,b talk to Paley about this.

had a long discussion with Burdette on the afternoon of
March 15, 1955, Burdette told -that he was very much ashamed of the
fact that there were two items that he had not furnished the FBI, The first
item consisted of the details surrounding Burdette's going abroad in 1940, He
i [ stated he went abroad at the instigation of JacoB~Golos;XEinhern of the Newspaper
Guild, and Josepl’£rth of the Daily Worker, He has bcen"{r;i'y much ashamed of
this fact since it means his career as a foreign correspondence was actually
llaunched by the Communists. @Jtold Burdette that this is something that
he should advise the FBI of fully. A
The second point grows out of the fact that Burdette states he
had informed the FBI that he finally broke with the Communists in October or
lNovember of 1941. He stated that actually he became disillusidned long before
this, However, there is one incident that troubles him; namely, that after being
in Teheran and Egypt, he arrived in Turkey in February or March, 1942, at Lt
hich time he saw the female Soviet charge d'affaires who had previously been
is espionage contact. On this occasion, he gave her no information. He carried
‘ out no assignments, but the fact remains he did have a contact, was con-
cerned about this since it occurred during war time, wondered what

R F R e P
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Memorandum to Mr, Tolson from L. B, Nichols
RE: WINSTON BURDETTE

INTERNAL SECURITY - C

ESPIONAGE - R

breast; that if the facts are as Burdette related them, it appeared he did not
have anything to be concerned over,

e g i i R S

l )Burdette should do. I told him that obviously Burdette should make a clean

further stated that Burdette states that at each meeting
he had with Jacob Golos, Joseph North and Einhern were present. Burdette
also feels very definitely that the woman at whose address he made contacts
was Elizabeth Bentley. Miss Bentley has, of course, previously told us this.
feels very good over thig as this is another bit of evidence supporting
Bentley. : ' '

C
61 -further stated that Charled\Greutzner of the New York

b-rb Times was in the Communist Party unit to which Burdette was assigned,
Greutzner covered the Internal Security Subcommittee hearings of the Institute
of Pacific Relations and the coverage was so one-sided that Senator Ferguson
protested to the New York Times, who defended Greutzner claiming that he was
speculating. In due time Burdette will probably identify Greutzner as a member
of the Party. )

_further stated Burdette related to him his experience
with an individual named Hy\Chakalian who was a member of the Communist

Party guild unit to which Burdette also belonged, Chakalian was in the Army
Information Service as late as 1951 when he got into some difficulties., At that
time he approached Burdette as a reference to certify that Chakalian was not a
member of the Communist Party, This Burdette refused stating that Chakalian
{was a member of his unit with him.

It is suggested that the Domestic Intelligence Division again
review the relationship of Joseph North and Einhern to information furnished
by Burdette, If we don't have all these details, it is entirely possible that
some additional iinvestigation will be indicated. (((/
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SUBJECT:  WINSTON MANSFIELD BURDETT, wa. AT Tele,Room
— ESPIONAGE - R G IFONIY Holloman

TN Spegame T

e 4 By memorandum 3-16-55, from Mr. Nichols to Mr. Tolson

et e
regarding captioned subject, it was pointed out that Burdett admitted
to* that he (Burdett) had not furnished the FBI
with all adetails surrounding his trip to Europe in 1940, which trip

was made at the Instigation of Jacob Golos, Nathan—Einhorn and

Joseph North, and that he had not mentioned to the FBI his contact
with a female Soviet official in 1942 in Turkey. Mr. Nichols suggested
a.cheqk to determine what iriformation Burdett had Jurnished regarding
Einhorn and North. The Director commented: "1. Yes. 2. Let me
have complete memo on Burdette. H.,"

SYNOPSIS:

) )

4 comparison of the data furnished by Burdett to
sz‘th the data furnished by Burdett in his signed statement of
=20=53

indicates that Burdett apparently failed to furnish the Bureau
vic ‘al.l detalls relating to the arrangements by Golos, Einhorn and North
51D Jor his trip abroad in 1940 and no details regarding his contact with

a female Soviet official in Turkey In 1942. Bureau files reflect that
Burdett indicated he ceased paying Communist Party dues in January,
1940, and that he had no contact with the Communist Party.after iy,
1941, Burdett advised @R however, that he finally broke with
the Communists in October or November, 1941, although he had become
‘dz‘siuusioned long before that.

Bureau files contain no references on Charles Greutzner or

Hy Chakalian, referred to by Burdett in his conversation with
In his signed statement of 7=-20-53 Burdett did refer, however, to

Charles Grutzner and Hyman Charniak of the "Brooxluyn Daily Eagle” " -

as members of Burdett!s CP unit prior to 1

In the Summer
of 1951 Burdett rejused to comply with Charnick's request for Burdett
to furnish an affidavit regarding Charnidk!'s loyalty to the Loyalty

Hearing Board nandling the latter's case. —— -
100=376050 PRBELRE AL E / /
Attachment Kawl_ 5- 2, -85 000
Ticklers - ifr., Boardman . i, 79 pin SO 1255
Mr. Belmont EX-H? . Fickols ¥ .
H;VS: bSb ; . ’ Mr. Semmeaw
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\ Brief background on Burdett is set out; a complete
]memorandum on Burdett is being prepared.

RECOMMENDATION:

S There is attachned for approval and transmittal a letter
to New York authorizing New York to reinterview Burdett for all details
“relating to the arrangements for his trip abroad in 1940 and for all
et information concerning his contact with a female Soviet official in
Turkey in 1942, He should be interviewed concerning the time he
Jinally broke with the.Communists and also about aill other pertinent
information regarding nis own activities and the background and
activities of persons known to nim as Communist FParty members or
sympathizers or as Soviet agents or Soviet sympathizers.

'
Y

DETATLS:

YMemorandum dated 3-16-55, and captioned "Winston Burdette,

Internat Security - C, Espionage - R" from Mr. Nichols to ifr. Tolson,
e pointed out that had contacted Mr. Nichols regarding
1D the subject. had a lengthy discussion regarding Burdett on

3-15-55, wnen the subject indicated he had failed to advise the FBI
previously of the terms surrounding his trip abroad in 1940, which
trip was made at the instigation of Jacob Golos, Nathan Einhorn, and
Joseph North and of his contact in Fevruary or March, 1942, with a
Jemale Soviet official in Turkey. Mr. Nichols suggested a check to
determine what information Burdett furnished regarding Zinhorn and
North. The Director commented: "1. Yes. 2. Let me have complete
memo on Burdette. H,” ' .

4 comparison of the data furnished by Burdett to

on 3-15«55 with information furnished by Burdett in his signed

; atement of 7-20-53 and with information contained in Bureau files
ollows:

&1¢
&5 {
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Burdett to - as retzecfed in Mr., Nicnots®! memorandum

\ had a tong discussion witn Burdette on the
afternoon of March L5, 1955. Burdette toid - that hne
was very much ashamed of the fact that there were two items
trhat he had not furnished the FBl, The first item consisted
of the details surrounding Burdette’s going abroad in 1940.
He statead he went abroad at the instigation of Jacoo Golos;
Einhern of the Newspaper Guild, and Joseph North of the Daily
Worker. He nas been very much ashamed of th;i;jbct since

it means his career as a foreign corresponde was actually

Launched by the Communists."”

Qnc
&b

Comment:

Concerning Burdett's statement to”ragardinq his
contact with Jacob,Golos, Natnan Einhorn a Josepn North
prior to going abroad in 1940, it should be noted that Burdett
in his signed statement advised in brief as foilows: Some time
in January, 194U, Nat Einnorn of the "Brookiyn Datity Eagire”
wno, according to Burdett, was the leader of the CP unit of
that newspaper, advised Burdett that Joe North of tne "Daisty
Worker" wanted to taix to him. Burdett met North at his
apartment a few days later and there Burdett was told that a
\goreign assignment had been arranged for nim. Une or two

ays later North introduced Burdett to a person he later
identified as Jacob Golos. North and Burdett met Colos about
three times prior to Burdett's departure for Europe. Golos
advised Burdett there was a foreign assignment for nim and
provided Burdett with cash to purchase a steamshnip ticket

to Norway and also with the name and address of a woman in
Greenwicn Village to whom Burdett was to send a cable upon
nis arrival in Stocknoim. At the second meeting with Goios,
Burdett provided Golos, upon previous request by Golos, witn
Several pnotographs and a brief biograpny of nimsely and
witnh his CP card.

From the avove it would appear tnat Burdett!s career
nas a foreign correspondent was launcned with the assistance
of tnhe Communists.

S, S —
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Burdett to - as refiected in Mr. Nichois' memorandum

of 1=L0=59¢

\.

“The second point grows out of tne jfact that Burdette
states ne nad informed tne FBI tnat he Sfinalty broke with
tne Communists in Uctover or November of 194i. He stated
tnat actuaily he became disiliusioned tong before tnis.”

Comment:

Burdett in nis signed statement advised in part as
foitows: "I was a dues-paying memver of tne Communist
Party, USA, from August, 1937, to approximately January,
L94U. During tnis time, I was employed by tne !Brookiyn
Daiily Kagle, ' Brooklyn, New York, and kL was a memoerfof
tne Brookiyn Eagie Unit ,of tnefaP. ihile I was a memoer
of the CP I used tne name Fauil’Strickiand, and was a member
of the Brooklyn Eagle Unit, which was called the S 41 or
41 S Section of the CP. My ieaving the CP was tne result
of a growing apprenension on my part based on various
inconsistencies of CF doctrine during tne period of years
I was a member, and on tne spirit of narrow fanaticism with
which sucn doctrine was heid by CP memvers. The one out-
standing event tnat caused me to doubt tne Farty's onjectives
was tne Hitier-Stalrin Peace Fact in 1939.

"My first douots and apprenensions witn regara to tne
CP and its aims and purposes were prompted by events in
the Fali of 1939. It wasmt untit I Lleft the 'Brookiyn
Eagie'! and nhad an opportunity to disassociate mysesrf Jrom
tne day to day CP activities and discussions tnat I was
abie to think for myself and allow my doubts and reservations
to take tneir natural course.

“My personal observations avroad of tne activation
of Russian designs in European countries was the deciding
factor in my decision to no itonger be a member of tne CP
or to furnisn information to the Russians.

"I quit tne CF for very simple reasons, which must
now seem all too obvious, vecause belatediy, after joining it,
I came to know tne metnods and true purposes of the Farty
and what, in short, it was aill avout. JIn a word I found
its aims repugnant, its atmosphere jfanatical and stifsing,

S
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and its methods shot through with intellectual fraud and
dishonesty. These things have been learned before; I
learned them the foolhardy way, through direct experience,

" but in any case I learned them thoroughly and once and for
all.”

_ From the above there appears to be a discrépancy in
nthe date of Burdett's final break with the Communists.

157%7 Burdett to as reflected in Mr. Nichols' memorandum

"There i{s one incident that troubles him (Burdett);
namely, that after being in Teheran and Egypt, he arrived in
Turkey in February or March, 1942, at which time he saw the
Sfemale Soviet charge d'affaires who had previously been his
espionage contact. On this occasion, he gave her no informa-
tion. He carried out no assignments, but the fact remains he
did have a contact.”

Comment:

Burdett in his signed statement advised in part as
Jollows: "I left Belgrade in March, 1941, and proceeded to
Ankara, Turkey, for further assignments with the Columbia
Broadcasting System. I resided with my wife at the Ankara
Palace Hotel, while in that city.

"Sometime between four and eight weeks after arriving
in Ankara, a man, whom I shall identify as contact #5, came
to my hotel room. He was extremely cautious and though he
did not indicate whom he represented, but merely suggested that
I would be in a position to furnish helpful information in
view of my employment as a foreign correspondent. I assumed
that man #8 was from the official Russian mission in Ankara,
but I cannot be certain of this. '

"yan #8 made no mention of the fact that I had failed
to cooperate in Belgrade. I advised man #5 of my intentions
in the matter much as I had previously done in Belgrade to
man #7. Man #8 then appealed to me to reconsider whereupon
I stated my position to him in more explicit terms, saying
I was no longer willing to serve as an informer, that my
views had changed radically in recent years, and that I had
made by decision for personal reasons of my own. iMan #8
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then departed and I have never been contacted again, nor
have any attempts ever been mude to recruit me in Espionage
activities since that time.

"I have never had any jfurther contact with the CF nor
have I been associated with any CP members that I know of
since the appearance of this last contact with man #8 in
Ankara."” .

A review of Bureau files and Burdett's signed statement
reflects that the Bureau has not been advised heretofore of
Burdett!s contact with a female Soviet official in Turkey
in Febrwary or March, 1942.

Burdett to- as reflected in iMr. Nichols'! memorandum
(2] "‘1 - . . ) i

Efurther stated that Burdette states that at each
meeting he had with Jaced Golos, Joseph North and Einhern
were present. Burdette also feels very definitely that the

woman at whose address he made contacts was Elizabeth Bentley.
Miss Bentley has, of course, previously told us this.”

Comment:

Burdett in his signed statement advised in part as
Jollows: "Sometime in January, 1940, a few weeks before my
departure, Nat Einhorn, of the'Fagle,' who was the leader of
the CF cell at that newspaper, telephoned me that Joe North
of the 'Daily Worker'! wanted to speak with me. A few days
later I went to North's aparitment in the Greenwich Village
Section of New York City where I was told by North that a
Joreign assignment had been arranged for me in view of the
Sfact that I was going abroad. WNorth did not furnish any
Jurther details but arranged a second meeting with me one or
two days later. At the second meeting North introduced me
to a man who was unidentified to me. (Burdett subseguently
identified this person as Jacob Golos.) Joe North was present
at this and subsequent meetings with this man who repeated
that there was a foreign assignment jfor me although he did
not advise me of the nature of the assignment. This man
made arrangements to meet with me and Joe North several days
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later and instructed me to btring several copies of a personal
photograph and a brief biography of myself as well as my CP
card to our next meeting. At the second meeting with this
man I gave him three or jfour photographs of myself, a short
biographical sketch I had written in longhand and also my
CP card. I am unable to recall just how many meetings I -
had with this man but I believe that there were three. 4t
the second meeting this man gave me enough cash to purchase
a steamship ticket from New York to Bergen, Norway. He also
gave me the name and address of a woman in Greenwich Village
to whom I was to send a cable upon my arrival in Stockholm.
I am unable to recall the name of the woman and her address
but I believe that the man wrote this information of a slip
of paper aﬁd‘gave it to me. This man did not advise me of
the nature of my assignment adbroad at any of our meetings.”

Elizabeth Bentley has advised she never met Burdett
but in 1940 received two or three cablegrams from him advising
her of his whereabouts in Europe. She gave these messages
to Golos. Bentley on interview advised she recalled no
information about Burdett or his activities after December,

1940.

/

He has consistently followed the
ine and associated with Communists and is reported to
K1C have attended closed CP meetings. ZEinhorn is working for the
Polish Embassy in the FPress and Public Relations Division
in Washington and has registered under the Foreign Agents
Registration Act. Joseph North has been identified by
reliable informants as a Communist Farty leader and writer.

He was formerly on the staff of the "Daily Wo " also
was one oi ihe editirs ii "New Masses.”

( Burdett to-as reflected in Mr, Nichols® memorandum
ch (2] "l b .

&1D . :
Jurther stated that Charles Greutzner of the
New Yor imes was in the Communist Party unit to which ’
Burdette was assigned. Greutzner covered the Internal Security
Subcommittee hearings of the Institute of Pacific Relations

and the coverage was so one-sided that Senator Ferguson
protested to the New York Times, who defended Greutzner claiming
that he was speculating. In due time Burdette will probably
identify Greutzner as a member of the Farty.,” '




Comment : ; /

Bureau files contain no reference on Charles Greutzner.
4 review of Burdett'!s statement, however, reflects the
Jollowing regarding one Charles Grutzner, who may be identical
with the party mentioned above: "He was a reporter for the
'Brooklyn Daily Zagle' and it is my belief that he was in °*
the process of dropping out of the CP in 1939, although"I

et  cannot iositiveli sai that he is no Ionier a ﬁ iiﬂiiil .
e~ Informants of unknown reliability reported him to have been

a member of the CP unit of the "Brooklyn Daily Eagle” in the
late 1930's. In 1953 he was reported as being a member of
a group of pro-~Communist uriters at the "New York Times."
He registered under the, symbol of the American Labor Farty
in 1947, 1948 and 1949.' -Information provided by Burdett
reqgardi Grutzner has been Jdissemi

br -

c Burdett to- as reflected in Ar. Nichols'! memorandum
ke of 3-16-55"

&
( -further stated Burdette related to him his
experience with an individual named Hy Chakalian who was a

member of the Communist Farty guild unit to which Burdette
also belonged. Chakalian was in the Army Information Service
as late as 1951 when he got into some difficulties. At that
time he approached Burdette as a reference to certify that
Chakalian was not a member of the Communist Party. This
Burdette refused stating that Chakalian was a member of his
unit with him.,"”

Comment

Bureau files contain no reference to Hy Chakalian. 4
review of Burdett'’s statement, however, reflects the following
regarding one Hyman Charniak: (It is noted that Burdett's
comments regarding Chakalian apply to Charniak and it appears
possidble that reference here actually was being made to Charniak.)
"He was a member of the CF unit of the 'Brooklyn Daily Eagle'
when I joined the unit in August, 1937. I believe that
Charniak was a member of that unit prior to dugust, 1937,
becauie he seemed to be familiar with the activities of %
uni

he




/

f%rhéf'jbllow employees at

bre- t!e "Brooklyn Daily Euglel advised that Charniak was pro-

b
&1c

"UJ‘ (72N Tl;;]
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met———

Communist. Charniak resigned his government position before
a 'decision on his loyalty was reached in 1952. On interview
on 4-15-52, Burdett advised that in the Summer of 1951,
Charniak had requested him to furnish an affidavit regarding
Charniak's loyalty for use before the Loyalty Hearing Board
handling the latter!s case. Burdett advised he refused to
comply with this request because of Charniak's previous
Communist sympathies. Information provided by
Bur harniak has been dissenmi

[

’y\'fli'.F“?i\‘ Sutver Mpg

~——Burdett was born 12-12—13, in Buffalo, New York. He was
graduated from Harvard in 1933 and attended Columbia University in
1933 and 1934, Since then he has been employed in the newspaper
and radio field, principally’by the "Brooklyn Daily Fagle" in New York
and by CBS abroad. Elizabeth Bentley advised in 1945 and 1951 that
she never met Burdett, a CBS news reporter; however, she said that he
was in contact with Jacodb Golos when Burdett went abroad. Ihis,
according to Bentley, was in about 1939. (Actually Burdett went
abroad in 1940.) According to Bentley, Golos had arranged for Burdett
to maintain contact with him through Bentley who was to use the name
Elizabeth Benton. Bentley said she received two or three cablegrams
Jrom Burdett advising of his whereabouts in Europe. These messages
were given to Golos by her. On one occasion Bentley recalled obtaining
Burdett's European address through a pretext telephone call to
Burdett's mother. Bentley recalled no information about Burdett or
his activities after December, 1940.

The investigation of Burdetit was carried in the Gregory file
until Januwary, 1951, when a separate investigative file was opened
with New York the office of origin. It was established Burdett was
acquainted wit who was a friend of the Soviet agent
Ignacy witczak, and that Burdett's name was found in Witczak's note-
book. Zlection records in New York City reflected Burdett had
registered as a member of the ALP in 1937 and 1938. In 1942, Burdett
was described as either a Communist Farty member or Communist
sympathizer.

Certain informants with knowledge of Communist Farty and
espionage activities in New York had no knowledge of Burdett. Records
of the following contained no information regarding the subject:



———————

(S)

ONI, G-2, and-bl
CIA. Burdett was interviewed initially on 9-20-51, and~on seven other
occasions thereafter and on 7-20-53, submitied a signed statement iIn

which he admitted Communist Farty membership under the name Paul
Strickland from August, 1937, to February, 1940, while he was with the
"Brooklyn Daily Eagle” and until he went to Europe to cover the Russo-

Finnish War. He denied knowing Ignacy and Bunia Witczak. He admitted t
knowing who later corresponded
with Burdettls parents. Burdett could not recall advising Bentley of-b1C 1}~

his whereabouts while in Europe, but stated that a person he hmd
contacted in 1940 and whom he later identified as Jacob Golos had

given him the name of a woman whom he should keep advised of his where-
abouts while in Europe. Burdett said he contacted this woman on several
occasions in 1940. He did not recall her name. He admitted contacts
with several unidentified persons in 1940 and 1941 in Europe. In
Sweden, Burdett was contacted by an unidentified individual who requested
his observations regarding Finnish public morale and the Finnish
reactions to bombings by the Russians. In Yugoslavia and Turkey he

was contacted by three unidentified individuals who suggested he might
be able to furnish helpful information in view of his employment as a
foreign correspondent. He cooperated to a limited extent with two of
these contacts in early 1940 but refused to cooperate with the
remainder of his contacts. He said he was not contacted for such
information or similar information after April, 1941. ‘

Dissemination of pertinent reports was made

Criminal Division on 12-5.=~ aavise t evidence was insufficient to
conclude that Burdett had received assignment in the counterintelligence
service of a foreign government. The Criminal Division also concluded R
that Burdett was not subject to registration underthe Foreign Agents i
Registration Act and that there was insufficient evidence upon which
prosecution for a violation of the espionage statutes could be

predicated. Burdett is not on the Security Index. A complete

memorandum on Burdett is being prepared.

- 10 -
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SYNORSIS : -By-memo%andum.3/22/5.5 'you were advised a complete memo-

randum on Burdett was being brepared in response to
the Director's request. .

Holloman

Voo Burdett was born at Buffalo, New York, 12/1243 to native=-
born parents. He graduated from Harvard University in 1933, His

- Jirst wife was killed in Iran in April, 1942. He married his present
wife, Giorgina Nathen Burdett, 7/1/45. His employment has been
principally in the newspaper and correspondent field, He is-currently
employed by the Columbia Broadcasting System (CBS) as a news com-
‘mentator. He traveled extensively in Europe, the Middle East, 4frica

and Asia as a newspaper journalist and CBS news reporter during the
1940's,

Investigation of Burdett was initiated Sfollowing di s-
closures of Elizabeth Bentley in November, 1945, Bentley, who
never met Burdett, said he was in contact with Jacob Golos when /
,Burdett went abroad. Bentley said she received two or three cadle-
grams from Burdett, advising of his whereabouts in Europe, in 1940.,/
Bentley gave these messages to Golos., Oyr investigation showed /

) Burdett as a supporter of the Communist leadershi e New York
Newspaper Guild
S

goorazed with Winston Byrdett in Buchdres

; rumania, in 1940, was interviewed in New Tor

Il City in 1942 and adyise was a' Communist. No information!

'y 1vY developed that QR ves ever in U.S. Burdett initially intervidwed
9/20/51 and on several occasions thereafter. On 7/20/53 he sub-

(’ mitted a signed statement. Burdett admitted knowing but

said he had little to do with him. He also admitted contacts with

Several unidentified persons in Zurope in 1940 and 1941, He dig

N td

[street meetings in New York City in January, 1940
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By letter 12/21/53 the Department advised that
evidence was insufficient on whick prosecution could be predi-
cated., IThe Depariment also advised Buyrdett was not subject to
registration under the Foreign Agents Registrction Act. Records
of the following have no information re Burdetts

bl { ONI, G-2 and(S)

CIA. . Dissemination been made of pertinent rep! orts GNENN
o —" " o3 <1000 545 bus
as been reopened in view of the fact that Burdett will be

reinterviewed.
RECOMMENDATION :

For your information, the New York office was
instructed by memo 3/23/55 to reinterview Burdett.

v
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DETAILS :

Personal

Historu Data:

4.

B.

Ce.

ke -

[N

Births Winston Mansfield Burdett was born at

New York 12/12/13. His father, Owen Long Burdett,
was born at Vakesfield, Massachusetts, on 4/6/81.
His mother, Elizabeth White Burdett, was born on
8/19/78 at San Francisco, California. He had one
sister, Marjorie Burdett MacKenzie, who passed away
at Chicago, Illinois, in June, 1852. A

Fducation: Burdett specialized in romance languages
at Harverd where he graduated Magna Cum Laude at

the age of 19 in 1933. He attended Columbia
University in 1933 and 1934 and did graduate work in
Italian.

Yarital Status:; On 4/18/41 passport number 231
was issued to Burdett at the American Consulate in
Istanbul, Turkey, at which time Burdett stated he
was married to Lea Schiavi. Burdett stated this
marriage took place on 7/28/40 and that his wife
was born at Borgosesia, Italy. Lea Schiavi .
Burdett was killed on 4/24/42 near Yiandoab, Iran
State Department files reflect that Burdett had
SJelt the murder of his wife was deliberate.
Burdett erplained his wife, Lea, had political
enemies arising out of her position as Head of the
Anti-Fascist League in Iran.

on 11/6/45 Purdett was issued a
passport in Rome, Italy. He then sitated he was

last married on 7/1/45 to Giariina Nathan who was

born ¢t London, England, on She is his
present wife.

C e A—————— s
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Employment: Since grecduation from school, Burdett's
career has been in the newspaper and correspondent
Sield. He first worked for the "Brooklyn Daily Eagle."
His work for this newspaper while in Sweden in 1940
earned him coniracts with Trens-Radio Press and the
Columbia Broadcasting System. Fe is presently employed
?s a)commentator by the Columbia Broadcasting System
CBS). ‘

Foreign Travel: Burdett was granted o passport on
6/23/36 at which time he indicated he had no prior
passport. He planned to visit France and England for
4 months on vacation. His father signed the passport
as an identifying witness.

In 1940 he was issued passport number 660915
in connection with which he indicated he would probably
travel in Finland, Sweden, Norway, Germany and possibly
elsewhere as a special correspondent with the "Brooklyn
Daily FEagle.”

In May, 1940, while in Stockholm, Sweden,
Burdett's passport was amended for travel to Esthonia,
Latvia, Russia, Rumanie, Bulgaria and Turkey.

His passport was amended amdvalidated for

travel in June, 1940, while at Bucharest, Rumania,

Jor travel in the following countries: Rumania, Yugo-
slaviae, Hungary, Italy, Bulgaria, Turkey, Greece, Spain
and Portugal.

In December, 1940, his passport was again
velidated at Belgrade, Yugoslavia, until June, 1941,
Sor travel in Belgium, France, Switzerland, Bulgaria,
Turkey, USSR, Italy, Holland, Germany and Yugoslavia,
This passport wecs again validated for travel in January,
1941, at Belgrade, to Yugoslavia, Holland, Belgium,
Turkey and the USSR,

In connection with the foregoing the pessport
was amended for trevel in connection with journalistic
work by Burdett.



. In April, 1941, passport number 231 was
issued to Burdett at Istanbul, Turkey, which listed

as countries to be visited as follows: Turkey, Russia,
Iran, Iraq, Syria, Palestine, India, Burma and China.
This passport was amended at Ankara, Turkey, in April,
1941, to be valid until October, 1941, for residence

in the above countries. The passport was again amended
in October, 1941, for residence in the abouve countries

and Egypt.

Passport number 231 wes amended for trecvel
in connection with journalistic work by Burdett.

on 1/26/42 Burdett ezecuted an application for
renewal of passport at Teheran, Iran, at which time he
stated he represented the Columbia Broadcasting System.

on 11/6/45 passport number 124-FS-113124 was
issued to Burdett at Rome, Italy. It was valid for
travel to Great Britan, France, Spain, Portugal, Italy,
Switzerland, Poland, Hungary, Rumania, Yugoslavia,
Bulgaria, Greece, Albania, USSR, Egypt, North Africa,
Palestine, Syria and Turkey as a correspondent for the
GBS. This passport was amended in Mcrch, 1946, by the
American Consulate at Rome to tnclude travel through
necessary countries to the United States.

State Department records reflect that on 3/1/48
the CBS directed a letter to the Department of State
advising Burdeit was being sent to Europe as a foreign
correspondent, In this letter it was stated that it was
desired to get Burdeti's passport validated for Great
Britanh, France, Italy, Greece, Egypt, Palestine, Yugoslavia,
Czechoslovakia, Rumania and Hungary.

on 10/25/49 passport number 2808-FS-279522 was
issued to Burdett by the American Consulate at Rome,
Italy. This passport was jfor all countries.

e s e e e g e e
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Bureau JInvestigation

A. Following the disclosures of Elizabeth Bentley in
November, 1945, that ¥inston Burdett was a possible
espionage contact of Jacob Golos (deceased espionage
superior of Bentley) an investigation of Burdett was
instituted in connection with the over-all "Gregory"
case.

Elizabeth Bentley advised in 1945 anc on
interview in 1951 that she had never met Burdet?, a
Columbia PBroadcasting System (CBS) news reporter. She
said that Burdett was in contact with Jacob Golos when
Burdett went abroad. According to Bentley this was in
approzimately 1939 (Burdett went abroad in 1940), and Golos
arranged for Burdett to maintain contact with him through -
Bentley, who was to use the name Elizabeih Benton. Bentley
said she received two or three cablegrams from Burdett ad-
vising of his wherecbouts in Zurope. These messages were
given to Golos by her. On one occasion Bentley recalled ob-
taining Burdett's European address through a pretext telephone
cell to Burdett's mother. Bentley recalled no information
about Burdett or his activities after December, 1940.

Our investigetion disclosed that Burdett was not
in the United States at the inception of the "Gregory' case.

The Office of Naval Intelligence (ONI) in March,
1942, described Burdett as a supporter of the Communist
leadership in the New York Newspaper Guild and as either a
communist or a close sympathizer. In 1939, Burdei? was a
reference for a Doretta Tarmon who has been described as a
member of the Communist Party by two informents of known
reliability. Copies of the publication 'New Xasses” prior
to August 26, 1947, rejlected Doretta Tarmon was a [field
C directir ior that publication. The subject was a close friend
o/ who in turn was a close associate of Ignacy
4;76 Witczak, the Soviet agent who discppeared from the U. S. in
61D November, 1945, In September, 1945, the notebook of ¥itczak
contained the name of Purdett. On interview in September, 1950,
( advised that Witczak had never taken him into his con-
1dence concerning espionage. q also said he had given
Purdett's name and address to Vitcaak but that Witczek did not
see PRurdett.

Investigation disclosed that Bunia, wife of Ignacy
Witczak, did meet with Winston Burdett's parents in New York
City in 1941. Burdett's pcrents were interviewed on 8/27/52
and 9/4/52. They denied having met the Vitczaks though
Mrs. Burdett said the photograph of Bunia looked vaguely -
familiar. Mrs. Elizabeth Burdett (subject's motheri

sy ET
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admitted having met many people with left wing sympathies .
during the 1938-1940 period., Reinterviews of Burdett's
. parents were held 2/9/53 at which time additional
photographs of the Witczax's were shown to no avail.

Election records at New York City reflect American
Labor Party registration for the subject and/or parents -
in 1937, 1938, 1939, 1943 and 1944, C(ertain informants
with knowledge of Communist and espionage activities in
the New York arsa had no xnowledge of Burdett., Louis
Budenz-in dugust, 1951, advised he met Burdett once but
vas unable to recall the circumstances or whether Burdett
was introduced to him as a Communist.

d)

was interviewed
in New Yo 7] ovember, 1942, regarding
( Psaid he had last seen in rFebruary, 1939.
¢ said he felt @l vc: o Communist in view of his
Y4 services in the Spanish Civil Iar on the Loyalist's side.
He last heard from in late 1939 or early 1540
&b when cabled for money to come to America.
did not sendd any money. He again received

information in April or May, 1942, through the Czechoslovakian
Consulate in New York City that had been imprisoned

in Batguia, Java. There is no indication in the Sfile on
“that he had ever been in the United States

By letter to the Director dated 8/31/51 Burdett
forwarded copies of two documents he had sent to his
superior, ir. T. Wells Church, Editor-in-Chief of CBS news.
surdett in these documents admittied Party memdership from
dugust, 1937, to January, 1940, but made no mention of
espionage. Burdeit in his letter 8/31/51 advised of his
willingness to answer any questions and placed himself at

the Bureau's disposal to furnish further information if
it were so desired.

1
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was present at all of the meetings between Burdett and
No. 1. Burdett was again unable to identify the phoitograph
of Jacob Golos as No. l.

On the night before his departure, on February 7,
1940, Burdett had a street-side meeting with unidentified
man No. 2, who advised Burdett he would be contacted by
unidentified individual No. 3, wa. Mr. Miller upon arrival
in Stockholm. Upon arrival in Stockholm, Burdett sent a
cable as instructed and was contacted by Miller. After a
series of itdentification meetings with Miller, he was
gitven an assignment to bring back a report on the public
morale in Finland. Burdett then proceeded to the Finnish
Front, but war ended shortly thereafter, and he returned
to Stockholm, March 13, 1940. He again met Miller and
furnished latter his impression of Finland's reaction
to the end of the uar. Miller then instructed Burdett
that his assignment was ended.

After covering the German invasion of Norway, -
Burdett applied for travel visas to Rumania via Russia
and in June, 194), prior to departure, was again
gpproached by Miller, who advised he would be contacted
in Yoscow during a two-day layover. Burdett was contacted
6t his hotel in Moscow by a man and woman, Nos. 4 and S,
who advised him to write the Russian Consulate upon
arrival in Bucharest. Burdett did so, but was never
contacted in Bucharest. He left Bucharest with his wife
Sfor Belgrade in November, 1940, and was contacted by
unidentified man No. 6 several weeks aft:r arrival, who
arranged a meeting with No. 7 contact. This meeting
was held on the edge of Belgrade at night, and No. 7
ingtructed nim to make accuaintances in Yugoslavian
Minitstry. A subsequent meeting was also arranged at
this time, but Burdett statzd he finally decided at this
time to end activities after many months of deliberation
and he did not appear for the second meeting with No. 7.
Burdett was again contacted at his hotel in Belgrade by
No. 6, whom he told that he no longer desired to act as
an informer. Burdett stated he was never again approached
in Belgrade. .

In March, 1941, Burdett proceeded to Ankara and
shortly after his arrival, was contacted by man No. 8 vhonm
he also advised he no longer desired to operate. Burdett’
stated he has never been contacted since that time and has
never been associated with the Communist Party or Communist

Party members.
ftf“\\
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In a reinterview of 1/2/52 and 2/28/52 Burdett
Jurnished additional information and/or descriptions
concerning his espionage contacts but was unable to tdentify
any of these contacts. On 4/16/52 additional bhotographs
of. Jacob Golos were shown to Burdett., At this time he
identified Golos as being identical with his unidentified
man No. 1 with whom he had two or three street meetings in
New York City in January, 1940.

Burdett was reinterviewed on 6/1, 25 and on 7/20/53
at which times he could furnish no Jurther information other
than thaf already reported. He did, on 7/20/53, furnish a
signed statement setting forth his Communist Party and
espionage activity as well as information concerning people
he knew as Communists.

Prosecution: By letter 12/31/53 the Department advised

@ review of available material reflects that there was
insufficient evidence upon which a prosecution of the subject
Sfor a violation of the espionage statutes could be
predicateds The Depariment also advised Burdett was not
sudbject to registration under the Foreign Agents Registration
dct of 1938, as amended, by Section 20a of the Internal
Security Act of 1950.

Agency Checks: _The main file on Burdett in tcated that
inquiry made o
G-2, CIA and ONI reflected those Servicee{SJ

had no information of pertinence re Burdett.

Disseminations P reports have been disseminated
in this case

Statuss This case was closed by memorandum dated 3/4/54

6t which time Bureau references to Burdett as well as the
subject's main pfile were reviewed and no information.
requiring further investigation was established. Additional
See references were also reviewed with the same result,

In view of the instructions Sfurnished New York to interview
Burdett this case has been reopened. :
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SAC, New York (65=15665) (orig. & 1) April 11, 1955

Director, FBI (100-376050)— 7 3
EX-11£ RECORDED - 88

WINSTON MANSFIELD BURDETT, wa.
ESPIONAGE = R

Attached for your information and assistance lc’
one copy of a self=explanatory memorandum from the Office of
Security, Department of State, dated March 30, 1955,
regarding the captioned sudbject. Attached also ls one
Photostatl of the June 9, 1954, memorandum referred to in
the above memorandum. The last paragraph of said Photostat
sets forth certain investigation considered to de of value
by the State Department at this time. For your information,
a Photostat of .Burd&t't 's statement to the State Depariment
on June 29, 1954, was made availadle to the New York office
by WFO letter to the Bureau dated July 8, 1954.

: s bf :
,,::L-AJS You are reguested to analyze the requests made dy
the State Department in the June 9, 1954, FPhotostat, mentioned
above, and in the course of the interviews of Burdett being
conducted, you should attempt to resolve those matters ralsed
by the State Department. If necessary, you should also con-
duct suoh investigation and set out such {nvestigative leads
in an effort to dring the matters raised by the State Depart~
ment to a logical conclusion.

This case must be glven expeditious and contimuious
handling atnce the Bureau is desirous of bringing this mdtter
to a satisfactory and logical conclusion. Fertinent results
should be set out In report form suitable for dissemination.

NOTE

' Burdett, a CBS news commentator, was interviewed
at his request by the NY office on 3/29/55. NY has advised
that additional interviews of Burdett would be conducted in
order to obtain complete and accurale info regarding his past
activities. In an effort to resolve the matters raised by
the State Dept. in a satisfacdbry manner, it is believed that
those points should be included in the fortk coming interviews
of Burdett. D

J— . MAILED & 7[ P Al
| (43”‘77% APRLEES N
1519:: \_, COMM- =31 V// .
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- o~ “ECZRAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATICN
U. 8. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

GOMMUNICATIONS SECTION
APR 8 955
e T l . Tarsons..—2
. ’ . E i ;}: Risi-n.-_—-
- Mr. Tarmn. . —
WASH FROM NEW YORK 3 8 1-18 AM : Mo S -

DIRECTOR URGENT

_arrention vseecTorQD — ©0C T
- O

WINSTON MANSFIELD BURDETT, WA, ESP -R, RE BUFILE ONE HUNDRED
B DASH THREE SEVEN SIX ZERO FIVE ZERO AND RE NY AIRTEL, MARCH THREE Q
ONE, FIFTYFIVE, IN WHICH IS SET FORTH THE DETAILS OF THE INTERVIEW
OF THE SUBJECT AT THIS OFFICE ON MARCH TWO NINE, FIFTYFIVE, ON
THAT DATE, THE SUBJECT WAS JNTERVIEWED AT GREAT LENGTH WHEN
HE ADMITTED THE IN ACCURACIES AND OMMISSICNS IN TKE SIGNED STATEMENT
PREVIOUSLY FURNISHED BY HIM, AS SUMMARIZED IN REFERENCED AIRTEL,
THE SUBJECT WAS REINTERVIEWED AT HIS
CONVENIENCE ON APRIL FIVE LAST AT THIS OFFICE, WHEN HE ADVISED THAT
HE WAS UNABLE TO RECALL ANY ADDITIONAL INFO CONCERNING HIS PAST ,{/
ACTIVITIES OTHER THAN THAT WHICH HAD BEEN DISCUSSED ON MARCH TWO '

NINE LAST, ON APRIL FIVE HE AGREED TO THE SUGGESTION THAT HE RE-

Y‘

NT'QV‘ VIEW IN DETAIL HIS ORIGINAL SIGNED STATEMENT EXECUTED ON JULY TWO
Y ZERO, FIFTYTHREE, IN ORDER T}}(AEF ANEDPREXIOUSLY GIVEN INACC}-IBATE INFO
MIGHT BE BROUGHT TO HIS ATTENTION, BURDETT HAS AGREED TO DICT
A SUPPLEMENTAL STATEMENT, HE HAS ADVISED TH&T Kﬁ{izsqggg.EMENTAL
STATEMENT WILL CONTAIN ALL OF THE INFO IN HI.S__&Q‘SSESSIQMONCERNING
\/ HIS PAST COMMUNIST AND SOVIET ACTIVITIES, IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE \b

END OF PAGE ONE

BET s 5o ‘””Q‘Q qw«%ww-
| | Lo

. - . . ) T ) LT Tt e “'T““” i "’ ”H . f_,_], - [ ‘ I,l” m e Tl .;__.'.wm s '-_T.:m - i 1 -
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PAGE TWO

_SUBJECT=S WISHES, AN APPOINTMENT HAS BEEN MADE FOR ONE THIRTY

PM, APRIL THIRTEEN NEXT, AT WHICH TIME HE WILL DICTATE HIS STATEMENT
THIS DATE WAS THE EARLIEST AVAILABLE TO BURDETT DUE TO HIS EMPLOYMENT
SCHEDULE AT CBS, NYC, HIS EXPRESS DESIRE TO PREPARE HIS THOUGHTS
FOR THE DICTATION AND HIS COMMITTMENT TO TRAVEL TO DETROIT, MICHIGAN
ON EITHER FOUR ELEVEN OR FOUR TWELVE NEXT, IN CONNECTION WITH THE
CBS COVERAGE OF THE RESULTS OF THE SALK TEST EXPERIMENT, BURDETT
HAS STATED THAT HE EXPECTS TO DICTATE HIS COMPLETE SUPPLEMENTAL
STATEMENT ON FOUR THIRTEEN NEXT, THIS IS EXPECTED TO CONCLUDE
OUR INTERVIEWS WITH BURDETT, EXCEPT FOR THE READING AND THE SIGNING
OF THE STATEMMENT, DETAILED LETTER FOLLOWS APRIL EIGHT NEXT,

KELLY
HOLD

I
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199=376050 BY COURIER SERVICE
Date: April 11, 1955

To: Mr. Dennis A. Flinn (orig. & 1)
_ Director
S Office of Security
' Department of State
515 22nd Street, N, V.
Washington, D, C.

From: John Xdgar Hoover, Director !
- Federal Bureau of gvccﬁgctlon i

Subdject: WNINSTON MANSPIELD BURDETT, with allas
ESPIONKAGE = R

i

H

i

Refersnce is made to your memorandum of March 30, . g

1955, enclosing a copy of a memorandum dated June 9, 1954, ot
concerning the subdject. You Véguested information on varifous - s
roints raised i{n the latter memorandum.,

For your Information, interviewve of Burdett are S
being conducted at this time. During these interviews every
effort will be made to resoclve the matters ruised in the -
June 9, 1954, memorandum and, if nscessary, further investi- \ .
gation will be conducted in an attempt to resolve those /X,
mattiers. JPeriisent results of the interviews oy Burdett and i
any investigation conducyed will de made available to you

|
-/ upon receipt of the same. ‘ \;\\'

' <3
“lT; L‘\\i;- O - - )/ < - 4 \' ‘1_%.
2t "\ee - 1 - New York (55-15665) (for info) .

A
Tobsen ——  Hi7Semgy !
Boardman i L
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WINSTON MANSFIEI.D BURDETT, WA; ESP - Re.

‘((,

AIR-TEL
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
-NEW YORK,

o e AT A e

7/30/53 AND BUREAU LETTER, 3/23/55.
VOLUNTARILY TELEPHONED TH&ZOFFICE TO ADVISE.’ THAT HE

DESIRED TO BE REINTERVIEWED IN CONNECTION WITH HIS PAST
ACTIVITIES. AT HIS REQUEST, HE WAS INTERVIEWED ON 3/29/55

ar ¥ OFFICE. AT THE:OUISET THE SUBJECT VOLUNTEERED

e é;,.,u,( LS 4

©

LAUNCHED AT THE INSTIGATION OF THE COMMUNIST PARTY.

6
BUREAU (100-376050) (REGULAR) %”"'4

NY, 3/31/
)@j

Transmit the follawing' Teletype message t

L

FD-36 Mr. Tolso :
. Roar s 3
Mr. Y 513;7’[ ¢
% Mr. Bbimont/Z__ |

Vs

Mr.
K1e -

Mr. Snecon
Mr. Ré:en.
Mr. Tamm.

RE NY REPCRT,

ON 3/2l4/55 SUBJECT 2 -/

&

THAT HE IS PERSdNALLY EMBARRASSED IN THAT HE HAD NOT FULLY
.| PISCLOSED HIS ACTIVITIES TO THE FBI REGARDING:/{E‘NVOLVEMENT
IN COMMUNIST AND SOVIET MATTERS WHEN PREVIOUSLY INTERVIEWED
IN THIS CASE AND PROFESSIONALLY ASHAMED OF THE FACT THAT
HIS .ENTIRE‘CAREER AS A CORRESPONDENT HAD ACTUALLY BEEN

%ﬁaﬁfiﬂ%

u/,zs

C&-
S RECOP Dw% W ,
"WKB:VAC (#6) n” Ifsi/,.ap .i
NY 65-15665 | earil2
Approvedspe;:331 TS Sent M Per
CQPIES YED
| Mr. Belmont | 76  APR 16 1983
64 APR 181995 ), 597




e - FD-36

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
PAGE TWO

Transmit the following Telstype message to: *

ATTRIBUTED HIS RELUCTANCE AND FAILURE TO FULLY ADVISE THEA F#!l
OFFICE OF HIS PAST ACTIVITIES TO A LACK OF COURAGE ON HIS*
PART TO ADMIT TO THE COMPLETE DETAILS OF THESE ACTIVITIES,
WHICH, ACCORDING TO THE SUBJECT, HAVE BEEN A GREAT SOURCE

r OF SHAME AND EMBARRASSMENT TO HIM. HE STATED THAT HE HAD

TWO MAJOR CHKNEFS TO MAKE IN THE SIGNED STATEMEN? PREVIOUS-~

P LTt e B

L e

LY FURNISHED BY HfM AND NAMED THE FIRST CHANGE AS RELATING
) .

TO HIS TRIP TO EUROPE IN 1940. IN THAT REGARD, THE SUBJECT .
ADMITTED THAT HE HAD PREVIOUSLY GIVEN THE IMPRESSION THAT

HE HAD AGREED TOlngFORM A FOREIGN ASSIGNMENT, fHE NATURE

OF WHICH WAS UNKNOWN TO HIM AT THAT TIME, AT THE REQﬁEST

OF A JOSEPH NOR?? ANb THE INDIVIDUAL IDENTIFIED BY HIM AS
JACOB GOLOS, W%iﬁi~ASSIGNMENT WAS TO BE IN CONJUNCTION WITH
HIS TRIP ABROAD AS A CORRESPONDENT FOR THE "BROOKLYN DAILY
EAGLE." HE STATED THAT THIS IS UNTRUE. HE STATED THAT THIS

FOREIGN ASSIGNMENT HAD BEEN PROPOSED TO HIM BY NORTH AND

GOLOS AND THAT HE HAD WILLINGLY A 0 CARRY OUT THIS ‘
Approved Sent M Per : L
Special Agent in Charge : T

- cooT : T e T T . S “ "“ . 1 __,], L __Tﬂ__l,mm_ - S 'Z'L'..W,- "_—ﬂlﬂ"[mm i - -



| at?' U- FD-36

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
- PAGE THREE

Transmit \"bhe following Teletype message to:

ASSIGNMENT. HE STATED THAT HE HAD FULLY UNDERSTOOD IT
| l TO BE A COMMUNIST PARTY ASSIGNMENT, WHICH WOULD BE CONNECT:
iy ED WITH HIS WORK AS A CORRESPONDENT. = THE SUBJECT FURTHER
STATED THAT EE, THEREAFTER, PERSUADED THE OFFICIALS AT TEE
"BROCKLYN DAILY EAGEE" TO ACCREDIT HIM AS A FOREIGN

CORRESPONDENT FOR THAT NEWSPAPER.|P¥EE SECOND CHANGE IN
\HIS SIGNED STATMI:JC’ON;JER:NS HIS SOVIET CONTACTS ABROAD. e
IN-RERBP-~ON PAGE 15';5 IT IS NOTED THAT CONTAGT MAN #3 ADVISE%
THE SUBJECT THAT HIS ASSIGNMENT WAS COMPLETED. THE Sy
SUBJECT NOW ADVISES THAT MAN #3 GAVE HIM AN UNENOWN mvomNT OO
OF MONEY, ABOUT $300.00, AFTER HE, THE SUBJECT, REPORTED
TO MAN #3 CONCERNING HIS ASSIGNMENT IN FINLAND. THE
SUBJECT STATED THAT MAN #3 AT THAT TIME TOLD HIM THAT HIS

ASSIGNMENT WAS COMPLETED AND THAT THE MONEY WAS FOR THE

SUBJECT'S RETURN TO THE U.S. THE SUBJECT STATED THAT HE
WAS UNFPREPARED FOR THIS NEWSg AS HE HAD PLANNED TO REMAIN

IN EUROPE AS A CORRESPONDENT. HE STATED THAT,SINCE HE HAD

Approved ' _ Sent, M Per
Special Agent in Chargs




FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION y

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
- - - BAGE FOUR

..

Transmit the following Teletype mééage to:

NOT RECEIVED ANY SPECIFIC INSTRUCTIONS FROM MAN #3, HE
DECIDED TO REMAIN FOR THE PURPOSE OF CONTINUING HIS WORK
AS A CORRESPONDENT AND, THEREAFTERg WAS RECONTACTED BY MAN
#3, AS HE HAS ADVISED IN HIS BRE¥$STS SIGNED STATEMENT.
THE SUBJECT, IN BRIEF, FURTHER ADVISED THAT AFTER ARRIVING
IN ANKARA, TURKEY, IN ABOUT MARCH, 1941; HE CONTACTED A
WCMAN OFFICIAL AT THE RUSSIAN EMBASSY, NAME UNKNOWN, AND
ADVISED HER OF HIS PAST ACTIVITIES ON BEHALF OF THE SOVIET
GOVERNMENT AND HIS AVAILABILITY FOR. A FUTURE ASSIGNMENT.
HE STATED THAT, LATER, AT HER REQUEST, HE HAD SUBMITTED
WRITTEN REPCRTS TO HER CONCERNING INFCRMATION DEVELOPED BY
HIM THROUGH HIS CONTACTS WITH TURKISH OFFICIALS CONCERNING
THE TURKISH VIEWPOINT ON THE PROGRESS OF THE WAR AND OF
TURKEY'S POLITICAL LEANINGS. SUBJECT STATED THAT HE HAD

REPEATED CONTACTS WITH THIS UNKNCWN RUSSIAN WOMAN OFFICIAL

UNTIL MARCH, 1942 WHEN HE ADVISED HER THAT HE HAD PERSONALLY
DECIDED TO DISCONTINUE HIS ACTiVITIES ON BEHALF OF THE SOVIETS.

¥

Approved . Sent M Per
Special Agent in Charge -

o TIETTT CTTTHEN MWW T
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- Fp-36

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
- BAGE. EIVE.

Transmit the following Teletype,mesééée to:

[P;m— ADDITIONAL INTERVIEWS WILL BE HAD WITH THE SUBJECT (AT
mx:s-o;e.pzex?) IN ORDER THAT COMPLETE INFORMATION c;‘oncmnme '
HIS PAST ACTIVITIES CAN BE OBTAINED. THﬁ_REAFTER,THE
cnmws,-amsmsumﬁ‘i’fé WELL AS OTHER CHANGES WHICH HAVE
BEEN FURNISHEP BY THE SUBJECT IN REGARD TO HIS PREVIOUSLY

GIVEN SIGNED;STATEMENTi_ﬂILL BE RECORDED IN A SUPPLEMENTARY
STATEMENT, IF POSSIBLE. THE SUBJECT CONTINUES TO ADVISE
ll THAT HE IS UNABLE TO RECALL THE NAMES OF HIS VARIOUS CONTACTS.
IT IS NOTED THAT THE éUBJECT, WHEN QUESTIONED CONCERNING
HIS DECISION TO CONTACT THE FBI AT THIS TIME, ADVISED THAT
HE HAS BEEN GIVEN THE IMPRESSION THAT HE MAY BE CALLED
AT SOME FUTURE DATE BEFORE A SENATE INVESTIGATING COMMITTEE
kREGARDING HIS PAST ACTIVITIES. HE SAID THAT HE HAS NO
SPECIFIC INFORMATION CONCERNING THAT MATTER. THE SUBJECT
STATED THAT IT IS NCW HIS DESIRE TO FURNISH'Tﬂié‘gggééE
WITH ALL OF THE INFORMATION IN HIS POSSESSION PRIOR TO ANY

POSSIBLE PUBLIC DISCLOSURE OF HIS ACTIVITIES’ SINCE HE HAD

.

Approved Sent M Per
Special Agent in Charge

o r e =y e
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
- PAGE SIX_

Transmit the following Teletype message to:
-

[ ORIGINALLY REPORTED THE INFORMATION TO THf% OFFICE.

IT

IS NOTED THAT THE SUBJECT ALSO STATED THAT IN l95h HE HAD*
SUBMITTED AN APPLICATION FOR A PASSPORT IN ORDER THAT HE
WOULD BE ABLE TO CARRY OUT AN ASSICGNMENT FOR THE COLUMBIA

BROADCASTING SYSTEM IN PARIS, FRANCE, FOR A PERIOD OF THREE
MONTHS. HE STATED THAT THIS APPLICATION FOR A PASSPORT HAD
VNEVER BEEN APPROVED, (BUREAU WILL- BE-ADVISED -OF -ADDITIONAL

DEVELOPMENTS )\
KELLY
CO: MR. BELMONT
" pOM. INT oxX -
Approved Sent M Per

Special Agent in Charge

Ty ftj?w*ﬁwm ‘ W .T WTWWM..\ EERTERSS S SO .-—_.;m» -



O]ﬁce Memoi ' 72 * UNITED STATE> . 'ERNMENT

Tolson
}10 : Mr. Tolson DATE: April 7, 1955 l(}: m 0
L - g2
rRom ¢ L. B. NiW s —
) - Rosen
SUBJECT : - WINSTON BURDETTE . ;::;:er;’:;: :
INTERNAL SECURITY - C . ah="_= o/ Holloman
Lt~ *
I have previously reported that Winston Burdette, the CBY¢ .
commentator, had been threatened by CBS that if he made a public disclbsure of QJ
his contacts with the Soviets that CBS would fire him. “He went to N
for advice. - in turn has talked to Dam=©4Shea, the Vice Président of CBS,
and pointed out to O'Shea the untenable position that CBS would be put in if they
were to fire Burdette because he made a full disclosure and this were made known
to the public. O'Shea at one/point agreed With- but stated thathe would have
ne to go to Paley, the Fresident of CBS. O'Shea lamented that they are still having
D trouble with left-wingers in CBS and mentioned some of the individuals tied up

with Edward R~Murrow.

Subsequently O'Shea told Morris that CBS was going to stand firm
and that if Burdette made a public disclosure through a Congressional Committee
that CBS was going to dispense with his services. Burdette has gradually been
reduced to the point where he now only has one Sunday broadcast on the UN.

feels very keenly that individuals who come forward and make a full /,;
disclosure should not be penalized. ' - //

Arrangements are presently being made for Burdette to appear /
before the Internal Security Subcommittee. Burdette has made a full disclosure
to us. - has talked to David Lawrence and David Lawrence in a discussion
with the attorney General last night mentioned the Burdette case and the proposed
action of CBS.in firing him. The_Aﬁ had not heard of the Burdette case and mani-
fested interest. RECORDED . | —— — s

, NDEXED - M 7S =X 05D - 7 _ .

We will no doubt be receiving B4 ARt dt4185h the AG foT information
on Burdette. The background on this is briefly set forth in-thejevent the AG raises
this with the Director. » . '

L g oaa

i
A . lh 7
?‘A -

cc - Mr. Boar
cc - Mr. Belmont

LBN:pt
(4) C

Linta, Voo taos 10 4 2~
L@' ls’:ﬁlvn ',\v'ra’,.m—o

. h‘a’l i it e d

UMX-L— 0:2 e At {m-an Xl '
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Oﬂice Memorandum « vNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO ¢t THE DIRECTOR DATE:
April 7, 1955 .

mom : L. ¥, Boardman

PUDSy

SUBJECT : WINSTON BURDETTE
2 - Holloman
! Lo S
\ ,
semeinrord By refgrence from your office, I talked with the Attorney :

General, at 3:85 pem. today.

He advised he had talked with Dave Lawrence concerning a
matter about which we may already know. He stated that Lawrence
lhaa been talking wtth* up in New York who, in turn,
has had several sessions wi inston Burdette, who is believed

to be a "former you-know-what." (It was obvious the Attorney
General had reference to Burdette's having been a former C’ommunist.)

The Attorney General then went on to advise that he had
e not been aware of Burdette. He stated that had had several
b\ talks with Burdette, and that the question of self-incrimination
on the part of Burdette has now been raised. According to Lawrence,
wanted to know about the possibility of self-incrimination
and indicated to Lawrence that he might be desirous of talking /
with the Attorney General about it. Y,

The Attorney General stated that I might desire to have / /
rpreparcd, for Mr. Hoover and himself, a background memorandum
Iconcerning Burdette, in order that the Attorney General, 1f approached
would have the appropriate background.

by

I informed the Attorney General that appropriate inquiry
and action would be immediately undertaken concerning his call.

Attached hereto is a tickler copy of a memorandur from
Mr. Belmont to Mr. Boardman, dated 3/24/55, which contains complete
background data on Burﬁjﬁe. Whts was_prepared pursuant to your
O “ .

t 3/22/55. = /6 O8C
request of 3/22/ R@ﬁg% /oa=_s> é~é§aa7f

There is presently 1in tr%s Eiption a memorandum fo the
Attorney General, with copies to og\ pbs aR®STompkins, concerning
Burdette, to which is attached a.dhackgroupd-summary of the data.

N
LVB:OSH Mr. Nich iy S X M( 't
{4;);"“,’.‘33—'-1 28 B:imgn: \L ' /‘: ((;\ ' *;)i
Frelogurpe \ \ N 2 X Sl

8 Y.



on Burdette, reflecting his personal history, his foreign travel,
his employment, the Flizabeth Bentley allegations concerning him,
the results of the Bureau's investigation concerning him, the
results of the various interviews previously had with Burdette,
and the results of the reocent re-interview of Burdette on 3/29/55.
l This memorandum is being typed for tomorrow's date, and should be
it ent through for your approval tomorrow afternoone.
Also attached hereto is a tickler copy of G memorandum [rom
Mr. Nichols to Mr. Tolson, dated 4/7/55, wherein Mr. Nichols indicates
that we may be receiving a request from the Attorney General for
information on Burdette. g

,\,/74‘(-
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L. T, Boardnanl/ . } March 24, 1955
e

Y ERNE

4, H, Belmont

VINSTON MANSFIELD BURDETT, wa.
ESPIONAGE - R . .

SIEofBIS: By memorandum 3/22/55 you were advised a cemplets memo-
randum on Burdett was deing prepared in response to

the Director's request,

Burdett was born at Buffalo, New York, 12/12/43 to native-
born parents, He graduated from Harvard University in 1933. His
SJirst wife was killed in Iran in April, 1943, He married his present
wife, Giorgina Nathan Burdedt, 7/1/45. His employment has bdeen
principally in the newspaper and correspondent field, He is currently
employed by the Columdia Broadcasting System (CBS) as a news com-
mentator, He traveled eztensively in Europe, the Middle East, Africa
and A'ata a8 a newspaper journalist and CBS news reporter during the
1940 8. |

Investigation of Burdett was initiated following di s~
closures of Elizabeth Bentley in Novemder, 1945, Bentley, who
never met Burdett, said he was in contact with Jacob Golos when
Burdett went abroad., Bentley said she received two or three cable-
grams from Burdett, advising of his whereadouts in Europe, in 1940,
Bentley gave these meseages to Golos, Oyr investigation showed
Burdett as a supporter of the Communist lecders in the New York
Newspaper Guild,

stated he had colladborated with ¥inston Byrdett in Bucharest,
smania, in 1940, was interviewed i{n New York
City in 1942 and advised vas a Communist, HNo information
developed that QB was sver in U.S, Burdett inttially intervieved
9/20/51 and on several occasions thereafter. On ?7/20/53 he subd-
mitted a signed statement. Burdett admitted rnowing QIR dut

satd he Rad little to do with him, He also admitted contacts with
several untdentified persons in Europe in 1940 and 1941, He did
identify Jacod Golos as the peraon with whom Ae had two or three
street meetings in New Yorkx City in January, 1940.

108~376050 (-"v]é
\"C; Xr, |Boardman o om0 3?,‘-"%

f: My, Nichoels

- 5“5
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My,
RGJten . T (y monnes
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By letter 12/21/53 the Department advised that
evidence was insufficient on which prosecution could be predi-
cated. The Lepartment also advised Byrdett was not subject to
registration under the Foreign Agents Registratign Act, Records

! of the following have no information re Burdett:
b ori, and &U
bl ., * Digasenina of pertinent reports
Case was closed 3/4/54 but

has bdeea reopened in view of

¢ fact that Burdett will de
reintervieved.

-~

BECONNENDATT OF:

For your information, the New York office was
tnstructed by memo 3/23/55 to reinterview Burdett,



DETATLS s

Personal History Data:

4.

B.

Ce

-

s i e = sy e et

Birth; Winston uuanield Burdett was born at i
New York 12/12/13. His father, Oven Long Burdett, o

was born at Yakerield, Wassachusetts, on 4/6/81. )
His mother, Elizadeth Yhite Burdett, was bora on

8/19/78 at San Francisco, California. He had one i
sister, Marjorie Burdett MacXengie, who passed auway
at Chicago, Illinois, in June, 1952.

Xdueation; Burdett speciaclized in romance languages ‘ N

at Harvard where he graduated Magna Cum Laude at ' 3

the age of 19 in 1933. He atiended Columbdia
Dhiversity in 1933 and 1934 and did graduate work in
Italtan. B

Maritel Status: On 4/18/41 passport number 231
ves issued to Burdett at the American Consulate in
Istandul, Turkey, at which time Burdett stated he
was married to Lea Schiavi. Burdett stated this
marriage took place on 7/28/40 and that Ais wife
was born at Borgosesia, Italy. Lea Sckiavi
Burdett was killed on 4/24/42 near Miandoab, Iran.
State Depariment files reflect that Burdett had
Selt the murder of Ais wife was deliberate.
Burdett explained his wife, - Lea, had political
enemies arising out of her position as Head of the
Anti-Fascist League in Iran. ’

on 11/6/45 Burdett was issued a
passport in Rome, Italy. He then siated he was
last married on 7/1/45 to Giergina Nathan who was
bdorn at London, England, on She is his
present wife.

P U S e
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Employnmenis Since grcduation from schocl, Burdett's
cereer has been in the newspaper and correspondent
Sield., He first worked for the "Brooklpa Daily Eagle.,”
His work for this newspaper while in Sweden in 1340
earned Aim contracts with Trans-Radio Press and the
Columbia Rreadcasting System. He is presently employed
?a a)concutctor by the Tolumbia Broadcasting System
CBS).

Foreign Travel: Burdetit was granted a p@ssport on
6/23/36 at which time he indicated he had mo prior
passport., He planyed to visit France and England for
4 months on vdcation, His father signed the pasaport
as on identifying witness,

In 1940 he was tasued passport numbder 660915
in connection with which he indicated he would prodadly
travel in rinland, Sweden, Norway, Cermany and posaibly
e¢lsewhere as ¢ speotal correspondent with the "Prooklyn
Daily Eagle,”

In Kay, 1940, while tn Stockholm, Sweden,
Burdett’s passport was amended for travel to Esthonia,
Latvia, Russia, Rumania, Bulgaria and Turkey.

Hia pcasport was amended andveltdated for
travel in June, 1940, while at Bucharest, Rumania,
Jor travel in the followingy countriea; Rumania, Yugo-
slavia, Hungary, Italy, Bulgaria, Turkey, Greece, Spain
and Portugal.

In December, 1940, his passport was again
validated at Belgrade, Yugoslavia, until June, 1941,
Sor travel in Belgium, France, Switgerland, Pulgaria,
Turkey, USSR, Italy, Holland, Germany and Yugoslavia.
This passport was quin wvalidated for travel in January,
1941, at Relgrade, to Yugoslavia, Hnlland, Belgiunm,
Turkey and the USSR,

In connection with the foregoing the passport
was amended for travel in conmection with journalistic
rvork bty Purdett,
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In April, 1941, passport number 231 was
issued to Burdett ot Istanbul, Turkey, which listed
as countries to be visited as follows: Turkey, Russia,
Iran, Ireq, Syric, Feleatine, India, Buraa and China.
Thies possport was amended at Ankare, Turkey, in April,
1941, to de valid until Octoler, 1741, Ser residence
in the adove countries, The passport was again anended
in OJctober, 1941, for residence in the above countries
and Eoypt.

Passport nunber 23] wos amended for travel
in connection with journalistic work by Burdett,

on 1/26/42 Rurdett executed an application for
renewal of passport at Teheran, Iran, at which time he
stated he represented the Columbia Broacdcasting System,

Oon 11/6/45 pasasport number 124-F5-113124 was
isaued to Purdett at Rome, Italy. It wae valid for
travel to Grect Britah, France, Spcin, Portugael, Italy,
Switgerland, Poland, Humgary, Rumania, Jugeslavia,
Bulgaria, Greece, Aldanta, USSR, Egypt, North Africa,
Palestine, Syria and Turkey as a correspondent for the
GBS, This passport wae amended iIn Narch, 1946, by the
£fmerican Consulate at Rome to include travel tArough
neceassary countries to the United Statees.

State Department records reflect that on 3/1/48
the CBS directed a letier to the Depariment of State
advising Burdett was being sent to Furope as a foretgn
correspondent, In thir letter it woe stated that it was
destired to cet RBurdett's passport validated for Great

Britah, rrance, Italy, Oreece, Sgypt, Folestine, Yugoslavia,

Czechoslovakia, Rumaniac cnd Hungary,

on 10/25/49 passport number 2808-FS-279522 was
issued to Furdett by the American Consulate at Rome,
Italy. 7This passport wae for all countries,

X g e s
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Bureau Investigation T

A. Following the ditsclosures of Elitzabeth Bentley in
Novemdber, 1945, that Finston Burdett was a possidle
espionage contact of Jacod Golos (deceased espionage
superior of Bentley) ah“investigation of Burdett was
instituted in connection with the over-all "Gregory”™
case.

Eltxabeth Bentley advised in 1545 and on
tnterview in 1951 that she had never met Burdeit, a
Columbia Broadcasting System (CBS) news reporter. &She
said that Burdett was in comtacct with Jacod Golos when
Burdett went abroad. 4ccording to Bentley this was in
approrimately 1939 (Burdett went abroed in 1S40), and Golos
arranged for Burdett to maiatain contact with him through
Bentley, who was to use the name Flizadbeth Benton. Bentley
said she received two or three cablegrams from Burdeit ad-
vising of hiez whereabouts in Europe. These messages were
given to Golos by Aer. On one occasion Bentley recalled od-
taining Burdett’d Furopean address tArough a ppetezt telephone
call to Burdett's mother. Bentley recalled no informatfion
about Burdeitt or his cctivities after December, 1940,

Our - investigation disclosed that Purdett vas not
in the United States at the inception'osf the "Gregory” case.

The Office of Naval Intelligence (ONI) in March,
1942, described Burdett as a supporier of the Communist
leadership in the New York Newspaper Guild ond as either a
Communiat or a close sympathizer. In 1939, Burdett was a
reference for a Doretta Tarmon who has been descridbed as a
memder of the Commnunist Farty dy two informants of known
reliability. Copies of the publication "New Nasses” prior
to August 26, 1947, reflectéd Doretta Tarmon was a [field
director for that publication., fhe subject was a close friend
0, who in turn wa& a close associate of Ignacy
£C Fitczak,” the Soviet agent who disappeared from the U. S. in
&1 Novemdber, 1945, In Sepiember, 1945, the notebook of ¥itczak
contained the name of Burdett, On interview in September, 1950,
(\ advised that Nitczak had never taken him into his con-
ence concerning esptfonage, also said he had given
Purdett's name and address to Witcgak but thaet Fitczak did not
see Burdett,

Investigation disclosed that Buniac, wife of Ignac
Fitczak, did meet with Finaton Rurdett's parents in Kew Yor
City in 1941. Burdett's parents were interviewed on 8/27/52
and 9/4/52. They denied havin: met the Fitczaks though
¥rs. Burdett said the photograph of Bunia looked vaguely

fomiliar. ¥rs. Elizabeth Burdett (subject's mother)
-6 -
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ainitted having met nany people with left wing aympathies
uring the 18938-1940 perioed., Reintervievs of Burdett's
parents were held 2/5/53 at which time adiitional
photegraphs of the F¥itcaak's were shown to ne avail.

Election recerds at New Yerx Citty reflect imerican
Lador Party registration feor the sudject and/er parents
in 1937, 1938, 1930, 1943 and 1944. Certatn iaformanta
sith knoxledge of Communtat and espionage activities in
the New York area Aai no knowledge of Burdets. Louts
Budens im August, 1951, aivised Re met Burdett once but
vas unadle te reccll the ctiroumsiances er thether Buriett
vras introduced te Ais as a Connunist,

was iIntervieved

tn New Yo A Novembe

v S TOILSP . o
said he had last ucu— in XYedruary, 1939.
¢ sa e felt was a Communiat in viex o/ Als
services in the Jpanish Civil Far om the Loyaltat's side.
de last heard froa in late 1939 or early 1940

vhe cabled foF money to come to 4America,

did not send
ajormation tn April er XNay,
Consulate in New York City that

&y letter to the Directer dated 8/51/52 Buriett
forwarded coples of txo documents ke bad sent to hig
superfior, ir, T. dells CRurch, Edttor-tr-Chief of CBS news.
Suriett in these Jdocuments admf tted Party membership from
Auguet, 1857, to Januiry, 1540, dut maie no mention of
espionige. Burdett in his letter §/31/51 aivised of his
rillingness to znswer any questicns ond placed himsels at
the Buresu'’s itsposal to furnish further inforaction if
it vere so destred, ‘

any momey. He again received
2, through the Carechoslevakian
? kad been imprisoned

in Batavia, Java There 33 ne | eation in the file on - »
“ thas he Bad ever been In the United Sta ey <emimpemins:

[
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‘ New Yorkx was ilrecte: b, letter vAX2/51 %o
int:rview Burdett re his sast Comaunist activities and Atls
releations with Jaocod Golos, Fltzabeth Bentley, Ignaoy T e o
Fitexak ond his xife, Bunia, :

Burdett, during the initial interviem.cenducted
on 9/20/51, adnitted Cemmuniet activity unier the name
Paul 3trickland and furnished mames of others whe rvere
menbers of the same Periy unit to vhich Ae bdelenged. He,
hovever, deanted knowing Jaced Goles, Klizabeth Bentley
or Fltzabeth Benton. He adwnttted knowiny G bt
dented knoxing either of the Fttcraks. Burdett als =
dented ever advising anyone of his whereabouts in :ns’;‘opc. >

In nagecition with
ﬁ previeusly hentloned, ettt sa e
knew tn Bucharest in 1940, Burdett descrided
*as a neer-do-wvell journclist who tried to associate
r

a group of foreign correspondents in Sucharest.
Surdett stated he had little to Jdo vith and neuver

employed him, Hoxever, he didi astate tha! !c later met
% He exp ¢ at by saying tha
cecelden v bdumped tnto tx Softa and as Buriett had

rienis In Softa

Burdett was reinterviewed by New York on 11/1/51
2t which time e aivised he falsely stated in the previcus
interview that Ae ceased Communiast Party membdership in
1940 bdut actsally left the United States im Jebruory, 1840,
as an active mender, Burdett advised that after arranging
3 free-lance reporting Jeb xith the “"Brooklym Daily Zagle"”
to cover the Finnieh ¥ar he was itnstructed dy Nat Etnhora,
leader of the "sreoklyn Naitly Kagle's"™ Cemmunist Party :
cell, to contact Joe North of the "Daily Yerker” approzimately
tvo weeks defore departure, Burdeit went to North's home

., chere two or three street-stde meetings with an untientified oA N

man, No. 1 xwere arranged. At first of these meetings,

No. 1 instructed Burdest to bLring coples of hts -hetograph,

a blographical sketck and hAts Communiat Party card to the
nezt meeting., At the nert meeting, No. 1 wras given abowve
ftems and he instructed Burdett to oable congenicl message
to g woman at Greenvich Village upon arrival in Stockholam.
Burdett vas unsdle to recall the woman's name or her gddress.
¥o. 1 alss furnished Buriett with cash in the omount of the
steamship ticket from Xew Yorx to Stockhola, Joe North
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was present at all of the meetings between duriett and
40, 1. Burdetss wos agaim umabdle to tdentify the photegraph
of Jacod Goles as No. 1.

On the night before his 1eparture, on February 7
1860, Burdett Aad a street-siie nesting with unidenti ted
RaR Yo, 2, who aivised Burdett he would be contacted by
untdentified indtovtiual No. 3, va. ¥r. Killer ¥poR arrival
in StockRela. Upoa arrivel ia Jtockheln, Burdest sent a
cable as instructed and was comtacted dy Miller. After a
series of tdenttfication meetings with Willer, Ae vos
giver an assignment to dring dack a report om the publio
morgle ta Fimland, Burdett then proceeded to the Finnish
Front, but war ended shortly thereafter, and Ae returned
to Ssockhelm, Narch 13, 1940. He again met Viller and
Jurntshed latter Bis impressisn of Finlani’s reaction
to the end of the var. uiller then instructed Burdett
that Ris assignuent wis ended. .

After covertng the German invasion of Norvay,
surdett applied for travel visas to Rumania via Russta
‘and In June, 1947, prier to departure, xas again
approached dy Ni.ler, who advised he would be contacted
in Noscow duriag a twvo-iay layever, Burdett was contacted
68 Mfs hotel {n Mogoow dy a man ani woman, KNos. 4 ani S,
who aivtsed Aia to write the Russian Consulate upon
arrival ia Buckirest. Buriett iid 20, but wvas never
conticted in Buchareat. KHe left Bucharest vith Riz wife
Sor Belgrade in Kovember, 19¢0, azd was contacsed by
unidentified mon No, 6 several weeks aft-r arrival, who
arranged a meeting with No, 7 ¢ontact, Ihfs meeting
as held on the edge of Belgrade at ntght, and Ne, 7
ingiructed him to make acyuaintances in Yugeslavian
¥intstry. A subsequent meeting vas alse arranged at
this tine, byt Burdest stat=d he Sinally dectied at thig
tine to end activities a/ter many months of deltberation
GRd he did not appear for the second neeting with No. 7.
Burdett was again contacted at hMts hotel tn Belgrade by
¥o. 6, whom he told thet ke no longer destired to cct as
GR informer. Surdett stited he was Rever again approashed
in Belgrade.

In March, 1941, Burdett proceeded to Ankara and
shortly after his arrival, was contacted by mam Ko, 8 whonm
Be also aivised ke no longer lesirei to operate. Aduriett
stated he has never deen contacted since that tiae ani hae
never been assoctaoted with the Communiat Party or Communfst
Party; membd:rs. -
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In o retnterview of 1/2/52 and 2/28/52 Burdett

Jurnished additional information and/or descriptions

concerning his espionage contacts but was unable to ideatify

any of these contacts, Om £/16/52 additional photogrcphs

of Jacob Golos were shown to Burdett. 4t this time he

identified Golos as being identiccl with his unidentified

mon ¥o. 1 with whom ke had two or three street meetings in '
New York City ia January, 1940. . .

Bardett was reintervieved om 6/1, 25 and on 7/20/53
at which times he could furaish no further information other
than they alrecdy reported. He did, on ¥/20/53, furnish o
signed stateme setting forth his Communist Party and
espionage activity as well as inforration conceraing people
he knev as Commnunisis.

Prosecution: By letter 12/31/53 the Depariment advised

c review of available material reflects that there bas
insuffictent evidence upon whick a prosecution of the sudbject
Jor o violation of the espionage statutes could be
predicated. The Department also advised Burdett was not
subject to registration under the Foreigm /Agents Registratien
Act of 1938, as amended, by Sectiorn 20a of the Interaal
Security Act of 15950.

ile on Burdett indfcated that

Agency Checks: e main

itnqui made o

=2, CIs cnd ONI reflected those Servtcc<§u
hed no itnformation of pertinence re Burdett.

Digssemtnction? ent repcrts have been dizsemina
in this case

Status: This case was closed by memorandum dated 8/4/54

.ot which time Bureacu references to Burdett as well as the

subject's main file were reviewed and no information
requiring further investigation was established. 4dditiomnal
See referencez were also revieved with the same result.

In view of the instructions furnished New Iork to interview

" ..Burdett this case has been reopened.




Mr. Tolson April 7, 1955

L. B. Nichols

WINSTON BURDETTE

INTERNAL SECURITY - C

I have previously reported that Winston Burdette, the CBS | _.

commeantator, had been threatened by CBS that if he made a public disclosure ol
his contacts with the Soviets that CBS would fire him. He went to

for advice. @B in turn has talked to Dan O'Shea, the Vice President of cns.

and pointed out to O'Shea the untenable position that CBS would be put in if they
were to fire Burdette because he made a full disclosure azd this were made known

to the public. O'Shea at one point agreed with @ tut stated thathe would have

to go to Paley, the Fresident of CBS. O'Shea lamented that they are still having
trouble with left-wingers in CBS and mentioned some of the individuals tied up )
with Edward R. Murrow. o

Subsequently O'Saea told Qi that CBS was going to stand firm :

that CBS was going to dispense with his services. Burdstte has gradually been -
reduced to the point where he now only has one Sunday broadcast on the UN.

feels very keeuly that individuals who come forward and make a full
disclosure should not be penalized.

Arrangements are presently being made for Burdette to appear

to us. has talked to David Lawrence and David Lawrence in 2 discussion

with the ..ttorney General last night mentioned the Burdette case and the proposed '«lg !
action of CBS.in firing him. The AG had not heard of the Burdette case and mani- ¥

fested intnrost. e

ﬂ"
5-' Wa will no doubt be receiving a request from the AG for informati

' before the Internal Security Subcommittes. Burdette has made a full d:llclolnzo

RN
RY o

on Burdette. The background on this is briefly set forth in the event the AG ruoes&

this with ﬁo Dirq;tor.

cc - Mr. Boardﬂn

cc - Mr. Eelmoig;
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N Sereeser, FBI
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. EINSTOX y.,-.vsnjxm{{fmpsg:, with aliases

// Pa ulf3trickland

’ Burdets, ad present a Coluabia ircsdeasting
/ Syeten ‘088) commentator, was faraerly an sae stafs
_ o/ the "3rooklym Baitly Zagle" and ale¢ ways sapleyed
T¥.313 by cBS adroad. He left for Europs in Fedbriary, 16€0.
DA Elizabedh Bentley advised is 1345 and on {aderviee
in 1351 tAat she had never et Burdett, a {&J nawe
~sporter. She said that Burdeit was in contaet xilA
Jacuvd $oloa when Burdett went gbroad. Accordiag
50 3vadley, thies w3e in approzimaiely 1939 (3urdest -
wert sbpoead in 19€0), and Gelos arranged Sfor Burdstt |
ta zaisiain ocensaes with Aim through Bentliey, vho \
was t2 use the mome Slizabesh Benton. Bentley xaid \ .
she rerceived twe or three cabdlegrams frox Burdedt i
sdvising of Rie whAereabouts in surope. Iheae Recesges //
YA

were givea teo Jolos by her, Un one cccasfon EBentley
recuiied odtaiaing Burdets’s Suropean addrers tdreagh

a pretezrt telepAome call to Burdett's mother. 2envley
reealled no information adbeut Burdett or kis sciivitiss
after Deceaber, 1960. Burdest was interviewed tnitvially
va Septemder X0, L3951, and on several occcaiecaa tlhere-
a/ter and on» Jhiu 20, 1953, sudbmitted a siyner state~
nent in whied Ae admitted Jommunist Farty meds s»3alp

< Jrom dugusts, -138¥, to February, 1940. He identifisd
« .5 g4 Jocod @Golos as the persca who induced Aim $0 go t2
iz . % 4durope. Burdett odmitted gontacts with scveral
12 _ %} unidentified persons in Jurope in 1940 and lydl.
% - C| other than pfuraishing Ats cdservasions on publie
= morale and on certaia politteal mailters, Fardett
= sdviased Ae did not cooperate with his contacts. ide
T advised he was mot goatactsd Sor any esplosege-tyve
iaformation after April, 1941, The Criainal Diviaion
. en Jecember 31, 1853, advised that the evideace
. a1l abatlable war iasuffiotend to require Burdett %o
N\ ’ register ' undar the Foreign Agents legistratisa Adet
fomen "+ -und thot there was tnsufriclent suvidenow dpen mAted
Bavaan —.. ‘proaecutdton for a violattun of, the captonqgg 33:tutes .
..flm:‘:( i evuld 5"'-1?"‘““”“ vk K A 7 AR
B — ~ - vt Ly
“ carsom . Enzl - 2 : N
Rosen — ) ' l 4 (‘
Soom " g:fS:stw:QjF) i \A\.V ; ;}\
+ Tinterrav ___ g’ e . ~ ) . rod”
Tele. Rowa TN v e Do A 8
 Jile. R — it “"""‘.'-"'-*’--’“”Seq. v
faaly 2’ L E3=BaI, )
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The Attorney General April 8, 1855

On Warch 29, 1955, 3urdeti was reinter:iewsd
at his request by our New York office. He adnitted that ;
in the signed statement submitted by him to this Bureas :
on July 30, 1953, and considered by the Criminal Division
in rendering the abouve opinion, he had not furnished
this Bureau with cll the details regarding his involvement
in Comaunist and Soviet matters fmaediately prior to his
trip to Furope in 1940, He also stated that his career
as ¢ correspondent actually had been launched at the
instigation of the Coxmunist Party. ‘He further ad:itted
that he completely foiled to nention to this Bureau his
contacts in Turkey ta 1942 with a female Soviet o/ficicl
whom he furnished certain political information.

Additional interviews with Burdett are being
conducted in an effort to obtain complete and accurate
information regarding hia past gctivities, ¥When
questioned on Yarch 29, 1955, conceraing his decision
to contact the FBI at this time, Burdett advised that
he had been :iven the impression that he might be
called before o Senate investijoting comnitiee i
regarding his past activities at sone SJuture date,
He said he had- no specific informution concerain; this
natter. .

A complete memorandur on Burdet: i8 aitached
Jor your information.

100-376950

cc = 1 = kr, ¥Filliam P. Rojers (Encl{é%pgie 1)
]

Deputy Attorney General

V¢ )
cc - 1 - Assistant Attorney General (Enct}?d&y -1)

Filliam Fe. Tompkins
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Ad. Birth; JTinston anqftciﬁjzz;;ctt was bora d% Nc;xlbrk,

a.

C.

December 13, I313.. His father, Owen Long Burdeti, uas
born at Zakefield, Mossachusetis, om 4pril 6, 1381.
His mother, Klizadbeth Yhite Burdett, wcs dorn en
dugust 19, 1878, at San Francisce, Califoraic, He
.3ad one siater, Marjorie Burdett MacKenzie, who passed
away at Chicago, Illinois, in June, 13952.

Iducatiau{f/ji;diiifipcciali:ed in romance languages
at Harvard-University, where he was graduated magna
cum 1rude ot the oge oy 19 in 1983. He attended
Coluaoia University tn 1933 and 1834 and did graduate
work $ta Italian. '

lorital Status: On April 18, 1941, passport number 231
wes issued to Burdett at the 4American Consulute in
Istanbul, Turkey, ot vhich time Burdett stated Ae was
morried to Lea Schiavi. Burdett stated tAis marriage
took place on July 28, 1940, and that his wife was

dorn at Borgosests, Italy. LeaSchiavi Burdett was
killed on dpril 34, 1342, near Micndoad, Iran. State
Department files reflect that Burdett had felt the
aurder o/ his wvife was deliberate. BSurdett ezplained
his wife, Lea, Aad political enemies arising out of

her position as Head of the Anti-Fascist League in
Iran.

On Novemder 8, 13945, Jurdett was issued o
passport in Rome, Italy. de thenm stated he was laat

agrried on July 1, 1345, to Giorginoc Nuthan, WAO wcs
born at Londom, ingland, onb She -BIC
is ais present wife. | S

stw:pcp i'I:'

\ '."- N
Qe - -
ENCLAS AR
CONFNPENLTAL

o iy e a



D. -

E.

SIRET

- Employment: Since graduation from school Burdett's

career has been in the newspaper and correspondent

Sield. He first worked for the "Brooklyn Daily Eagle."

bis work for this newspaper vhile in Sweden in 15940
earned hitm contracts with Trans-Radio Frese and the

Columdia Broadcasting System., He is presently employed
?c a)conaentatbr by the Columbia Broadcasting System *
CBS/.

Foreign Travel: Burdett was granted G passport oa
Jume 23, 1936, at whieh time he indicated he had had
Ro prior passport. He planned to visit France and
England for 4 months on vacation. His father signed
the passport as an identifying witness.

In 1340 he was issued passport number 660915
tn connection with vhich Re imdicated he would probabdly
travel in Finland, Sveden, Norway, Germany andupoaaibly
elsewhere as a special correaspondent with the "Brooklyn
Daily Eagle.”

In May, 1940, while in Stockholm, sweden,
Burdeti's passport was amended for travel to Ksthonia,
Latvia, Russia, RBumania, Bulgaria and Turkey.

dts passport was amended and validated for
travel in June, 1940, while at Bucharest, Rumania,
Jor travel in the following couantries: Rumania,
fugoslavia, Humgary, Italy, Bulgaeria, Turkey, Greece,
Jpain and Fortugal.

In December, 1540, his passport was again
validated at Belgrade, Iugoalavia, until Jume, 1941,
Jor travel in Belgium France, Switaerland, Bulgaria,
Turkey, USSR, Italy, Holland, Germany and Iugoslavia.
This passport was agaim validated ia Jamuary, 1941,
at Belgrade for travel te Yugoslavia, LHolland, Belgiunm,
Turkey and the USSR. ;

The above passport was amended for travel in
connection with journalistic work by Burdett.

sefoer
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In April, 1941, passport number 231 was
issued to Burgett at Istanbul, Turkey, which passport
listed as countries to bde visited the following:
Turkey, Russia, Iran, Syria, Palestine, India, Burma
and China., ITAis passport wces amended at Ankara,
furkey, in 4pril, 1541, to de valid until Octobder,
1941, for residence im the adove coumtries. The
passport was again amended imn October, 1541, for
residence in the above countries and Agypt. Fass-
port nuaber 231 was amended for travel im coanection
with journalistie work by Burdett.

On January 26, 1942, Burdett executed an
application for renewal of passport at Teheran, Iran,
at which time he spated he represented the Columbia
Broadcasting System:

On November 6, 1945, passport number
134-73-113124 was issued to Burdett at Rome, Italy.
It was valid for travel to Great Britain, France,
Spatn, Portugal, ftaly, Switzerland, roland, Huagary,
Rumania, lugoslavia, Bulgaria, Greece, dlbania, UISR,
Egypt, North Africa, Palestine, Syria and Turkey as’
@ correspondent for the CBS. IThis passport was
arRended in March, 1546, by the dmerican Consulate
at home to include truvel through Recessary countries
to the United States.

State Department records refleet thut on

Mareh 1, 1948, the CBS directed a letter to the
Depariment of Jtate adwising Burdett waa being

sent to surope as a foreiga correspondent., In this
letter it was stated that it was desired to get
Burdett's passport validated for Great Britain,
France, Italy, Greece, Egypt, falestine, Iugoslavia,
Czechoslovakia, Rumania and Hungary,

On October 25, 1549, passport number
2808-F3-279532 was issued to Burdett dy the 4American
Consulute at Rome, Italy. This passport was for

all ecountries.
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Bureau Investigation

A. Following the disclosures of klizabeth Bentley in
November, 1345, that Winston Burdett was a possible
espionage contact of Jacod Golos (dececsed espionage
superior of Bentley), an investigation of Burdett was
instituted. .

Eltzabeth Bentley advised tn 13545 and on
i{nterview in 1951 that she had never met Burdeti, a
" Columbiac Broadcasting System (283) news reporter.
She said that Burdett was in contact with Jacob Golos
when Burdett went abroad. According to Bentley, this
was in apprezimately 1939 (Burdett went abroad in 1940),
and Golos arranged for Burdeti to maintain contact
with hid tArough Bentley, who was to use the name
Eltzabeth Benton., 'Bentley said she received two or
three cablegrams from Burdett advising of his wvhere-
gbouts in Aurope. IThese messages were given 1o
Golos by her. 0Um one occasion Bentley recalled obtainhg
Burdett's Auropean address through a pretext telecphome
call to Burdett's mother. DBentley recalled mo ianfor-
mation adout Burdett or his activities acfter Decenmder,
1540.

The ¢ffice of Aaval Intelligence in March,
1942, described Burdett as a supporter of the Communist
leadership in the New lork Newspaper Guild and as
either a Communist or a close sympathizer. In 13939,
Burdett was o reference for a Doretta Tcrmon, who
has been described as c member of the Communist sarty
by two informants of knvwn reliability. Copies of
the publication "New Masses™ prior to August 26, 1547,
reflected Doretta Tarmon was a field director for _
tAat pudblication., The sudject was a e¢lose friead of
( who in turn was a close associate of
. Ignacy #itczaX, the Soviet agent who disappeared
eTd Jrom the 9.5, in November, 1945. In Sertember, 1945,
the motedook of Witczak contained the name of Burdett.

&b On interview in Septeamber, 1550, advised
that ¥itczak had never taken Rim into his confidence
concerning espionage. QR also said he had given
Burdett's name and address to Witczak but thaot Fitczak

did not see Surdett.
U ERETf
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. Investigation disclosed that Buaia, wije of
Ignacy ¥itcazak, did meet with Finston Burdett's purents
in New York City in 194l1. Burdett's parents were
interviewed on August 27, 1352, and September 4, 1952.
They denied having met the Vitczaks though Mrs. Burdett
said the photograph of Bunia looked vaguely Sfamiliur.
Mra Elizadeth Burdett (subjeet's mother) admitied having
met many people with left-wing sympathies during the
1938-1940 period. BReinterviews of Burdett's parents
were held February 9, 1953, at which time additional
photographs of the Witczaks. were shown to ro avatl.

£Eleetion records at New Iork City reflect
American Labdor Party registration for the asubject and/or
parents in 1937, 1938, 1939, 1943, and 1944. Certain
informants with knquledge of Communist and espionage
activities in the New York area had no knowledge of
Burdett., Louis Budenz imn August, 1951, advised he met
Burdett once but was unabdble to recacll the circumstances
or whether Burdett was introduced to Aim as a Communist.

&)
S, ©c: interviewed
itn New York City in November, 15942, regardiag QGUENNIENEND
QD soid re rad lost aceu* in February,
1939. He said RAe fcltPuua a Communist Iin view
of his services in the Spanish Civil Nar on the Loyalistg!

side. He last heard fnn?u late 1939 or
early 1940, when eadbled for momey to come to

America. did not send ¢ any money.
He agaim received information in April or May, 1942,
through the Czechoslovakiam Consulate in New Iork City

that QD had been imprisoned {a Batavia, Java.
There $8 no imdication that —had

ever been in the United States.
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By letter $0 the Director of the FBI dated
August 31, 1951, Burdett forwarded copies of two
documents he had sent to his superior, iMr. I. WNells
Church, Editor-in-Chief of CBS News. Burdett in
these documents admitted Party memdersiip from August,
1937, te Jamuary, 1940, dut made mo mention of
espionage. Burdett in his letter August 31, 1851,

'cdutced of Als villingness to answer aBy questions

and placed Aimself at the Bureax's disposal to
Jurnish further information if it were so desired.

Kew Iork was directed to imterview Burdett
regarding his past Communist activities and his
relations with Jacod Golos, 5lizabeth Bentley,
Ignacy Witczak and . his wife, Bunia.

Burdett, during the initiacl interview
conducted on Septemder 20, 1951, admitted Communist
sotivity under the name Faul Strickland and Jurnished
Rares of others who were members of the same Farty
unit to which Re belonged. He, however, deanied
knowing Jacob Golos, Elizabeth Bentley or ilitzabeth
Benton., He admitted knowing dut denied
knowing eitheér 'of the ¥itczaks. Burdett also
denied ever advising anyone of Ais whereadbouts in

&urope, _
- In connection with
previously meatiored, Burde aa ‘

he knew as in Bueharest in 1940. Durdett
desoribed a2 a ne'er-do-well journalist mho
tried to associate with a group of foreign correspondents
in_Bucharest. Burdett stated he hod lititle to do with
Gnd never employed Aim, However, hAe did state

taat Ae later met in Sofie and that

He explaine
a ¢ adocidentally bumped imto
Seftia and, as Burdett had
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' Burdett was reinterviewed by New Iork on
November 1, 1951, at which time he adviaed he falsély
stated in the previous interview that he ceased b
Communist Farty menbership tn 1540 but asctually qu%i
the United States im February, 1540, as an active .
member. Burdett advised thaz, after arranging a free-~
lawe reportiag jod with the "Brooklym Daily Ragle"”

to cover the Finnish lh:’ he was instructed by Nat
Einkorn, leader of the "Brooklym Daily Eagle'’s"”
Communist FParty cell, to contact Joe North of the
"Datily Worker® approzimately two weeks before
departure. Burdett went to North's home, vhere

two or tAree strect-aide meetings with a man

identified as No. I were arranged. At the first of
these meetinge Ko, 1 instructed Burdett to bring copies
of his photograph, a biographical skeich and Ails
Communist Farty card to the next meeting. At the

next meeting No. 1 was given the above items and Ae
instrueted Burdett to cable a congenial message to

G woman at @reeawich Village upom arrival itn Stockholr.
Burdett was unable te recall the woman's name or Aer
address. KNeo. l also furmished Burdett with cash

in the amount of the steamship ticket from XNew iork
to Stockholm, Joe Norith was present at all of the
meetings between Burdett and No. 1. Burdett was

agairn unadle to identiSy the photograph of Jacob Golos
a8 Ho. 1.

» On the night before Ais departure, on
February 7?7, 1320, Burdett Aad o street-side meeting
with unidentified mar No., 2, who advised Burdett

ke vould be contacted by unideatified individual No. 3,
with alias, MNr. Miller, upom arrival is StockAolm.
Upon arrival {a Stockholm, Burdett sent a cable as
tnstructed and was contacted by Miller. After a series
of itdentification meetings with Miller, he was given

an assignment to bring back a report om pubdblic morale
in Finlund. Burdett tAer proceeded to the Fianish
Front, but war ended shortly thereafter, and Ae
returned to Stockhola, Nareh 13, 1940. He again

met Niller and furnished the latter his impression

of Finiand's reactioa to the end of the war. Miller
then instructed Burdett tAat ARis assignment was ended.
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After caveriug the German invasion of Norway,
Burdett applied for travel visas to Bumania via Russia
and in June, 1940, prior to departure, was again
approached by Miller, who aduised he would be contacted
in Moscow during a two-day layover. Burdett was
contacted at Ais hotel ia Moscow Dy a man cnd woman,
Nos, 4 and 5, who advised Aim to write the Russian
Consulaie upon arrival is Bucharess. Burdett did
80 but was Rever contaoted in Bucharest, KHe left
Bucharest with his wife for Belgrade in November, 1540,
and was contacted by unidentified man No. 6 several
weeks after arrival. He arranged a meeting with No. 7
contact. This meeting was held on the edge of Belgrade
at night, and No. 7 instrueted Burdett to make
acquaintances in the lugoslavian Winistry, 4 subsequent
meeting was also aPrunged at this time, but Burdett
stated he finally decided ot this time to end activities
after mory moaths of delideration and Re did not aprear
Jor the second meeting with No. 7. Burdett was agaim -
contacted at Ais hotel im Belgrade by No. 6, whom Ae
told that he mo loager desired to act as aa informer.
Burdett stated he was never again approached im Belgrade.

In March, 1941, Burdett proceeded to Ankara
and shortly asfter §is arrival was contacted by man
No. 8, whom he also advised he no longer desired to
operate. Burdett stated he has never been contacted
since that time and has never beer associated vith the
Comnunist Party or Commnunist Farty members.

In reinterviews oa January 3, 1952, and
Fedbruary 28, 1953, Burdett furrnished addittcncl taforna~

tion and/or descriptioas comcerning Ais espionage contacts

but was unabdle to itdeatify arny of these comtacts. On
4pril 16, 1952, additional photographs of Jacoed Golos
were shown to Burdett. At this time Ae ideatified
Golos as being identical with Ais unidentified man
No. 1, with whom Ae Ahad two or tAree street meetings
in New York City imn January, 1940,

Burdett was reinterviewed oa June 1 and 25,

1953, and om July 20, 1953, at which times Ae could
Jurnish no further tnforlatton other than that already
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reported. 4de did, or July 20, 1953, Jurnish a signed
statement setting forth his Communist Farty and espionage
aetivity as well as information concerning people he

knew as Communists. .

Frosecutions By letter December 51, 1953, tke Criminal
Division advised a review of available matericl
reflected thot there was insuffieient evidence upon
which a prosecution o/ the subjeet for a violation of
the eaptonage statutes could be predicated. The
Department also advised Burdett was not subjeet to
registration urder the Foreign Agentas Eegistration

det of 1988, as amdnded, by Seotiom 20a of the Internal
Seeurity Act of 1950.

Recent Admissionsy Ur Mareh 24, 1955, subject voluntarily
telephoned the New York office to advise that Ae desired
to be reinterviewed in connection with his past activities.
At his request, he was interviewed on March 29, 1955,

ot the New York office. At the outset the sudject
velunteered that he is personally embarrassed in that

he had not fully disclosed his activities to the FBI
regarding his involvement ian Communist and Soviet

matters when previously interviewed ia this case ard
professionally ashamed of the fact that his entire

career as a oorrespondent had actually beem launched

at the tmstigation of the Communist Farty. He atirtbuted
his reluctance and foilure to fully advise the FBI of

his past activities to a lack of eourage om his part

to admit to the complete details of these activities,
vhich, according to the subjeet, have deea a great

source of shame and embarrassaent to Ahim. He stated
that Ae had two major changes to make in the signred
statement previously jurnished by Rim and named the
Jirst change as relcting to his trip to Ewrope in 1940,
In that regard, the subjeect admitted that Ae had
previossly given the impression that he had agreed to
perfora a foreign assignment, the nature of vhich wvas
unkmown to Aim at that time, at the request of a

Joseph North and the individual identified by Rim as:
Jocod Golos. This assignment was to be in conjunction
with his trip abroad as a correspondent for the
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®*Brooklyn Daily Eagle.” He stated thut this i8 untrue.
“He stated that this foreign assignment had been proposed
to him by North and Golos and that he Rad willingly
agreed to carry out this assignment. Hde stated that

he had fully understood it te be a Communist Farty
assignment, which would be connected with Ats work as

a correspoadent. The subjeet further stated that he,
thereaster, persuaded the offictals at the “Brooklym
Datly Eagle”™ to accredit him as a foreiga eorrespondent
Jor that sewspaper. '

The seeond change iIn his signed statement

concerns his Soviet contaots abroad. Om page 15 of
Ry T the report of Speeial 4dgent made

July 30, 1953, at New York, it is mneted that contact
man No. 8 advised the subjeet that his assignment was
completed. The subjeet now advised that man No. 3 gave
Aim an xnknown amount of momey, about $300.00, after
he, the subject, reported to man No. 3 concerniag Ais
assigrment (n rinland. The subject stated that mam
Noe 3 at that time told Aim that Ris acssignment was
completed and tAhat the money was for the subject's
return to the United States. The subjeot stated that
Ae was unprepared for this news as Re had planned #o
remain in furope as a correspondent. He stated that,
aince he had not received any specific instructions from
maR No. S, he decided to remaia for the purpose of
cortinuing Ails work as a correspondent and thereapfter
was recontccted by man No. 8, as he has advised in Rhis
signed statement. The subject, im bdrief, further advised
that after arriving in Ankara, Turkey, imn about March,
1941, he contacted a woman official at the sussianm
Endbassy, name unkmnown, and advised her of his past
gotivities on dehalf of tAe Soviet Goverament and his
availadility for a future assigament, 4e¢ stated that
later, at her request, Ae Rad submitted writtem reports
t0 Aer concerniag iaformation deyeloped dy Rim tAhrough
his contacte with Turkish officials comncerning the
Turkish viewpoint on the progress of the war and of
Turkey's political leanings. Subject stated that he had
repeated contacts wiith tAis unkmown Russian woman
offtecial until March, 1942, when he advised her that
Ae had personally decided to discontinue his activities
OR behalf of the Soviets.
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Additional ii%cruieuc will be had with the

.subject im order that comple te tnformation concerning his

past activities ean be obtained. Thereafter, the changes
stated above, as well as other changes which have been
SJurnished by the subject in regard to Ais previously ,
givea signed statement, will be recorded im a supplementary
stotement, if possible. The subject contimues to aduvise
that he i3 umable 0 recall the names of his various .
contacts. It s noted that the sudject, when questioned
concerning Ais deciston to contact the FBI at this time,
advised that ke has been given the tmpression that Ae may
be oalled at some future date before o Senate investigating
committee regardiag hAts past activitics. He said that

Ae has mo specifie inforastion concerning that matter.

The subjeet stated thut it is now his desire to furaish

the FBI with all of the imformation im Ais possession

prior to amny possijle publie disclosure oy his activities
since Ae had originally reported the tnformation to the
FBI. It is noted that the subject also stated that iIn

195¢ he hod submitted am application for & passport in
order that he weuld be able to carry out oa asaignment
sor-the Columbia Broadeastimg System in Farte, France,

for o period of three mentks. Me stated that this
application for a passport kad never been approved.
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