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m ia zade to the roport of Speclel

g&ﬁ :‘d Jomanry 7’ 1%1’ st How York
e

it is noted that this roport conatitutes »
file review for the purposs of astiing forth the
delinquent inweetigetive loads for the various fisld
offices apd that a sewvenly-day delay was oocosioned in
the typing of this vaport.

Thie irvestigetion requires active attention in
:n effort o bring 1% % & logicanl conclusion at the
eariiest rosaible dete. The Interested offices should,
mﬂm, glve this metier the necessary inwestigstive
sthention in sccordance with the lesds set out 2nd rveports
theraon should be mimitted to the Bureau not lster than
Pebmusry 5, 1941,
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NY File No. 65-87
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NEW YORK CITY {/‘F 1/7/41 Py 10/29/40 | f
“Title N T @fxaracter
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DETAILS:

>

? M / Serdal 172 ;I's 2} Hy i
M ated at New York City, April

File reviewed and all outstanding leads

set out,
AL EnRMATIO™ ~ONTAINED
- P w e LR ra! "39‘“5_:')
ik AR 5/(1501
\\ P’Ql 9//5 gﬂ
letter from Mani Field O¥#} e to"BtTreau E’) 454 @Q&M‘""L—‘
under date of Sept. 24, 1940, with copy
to New York Office. {-2-97 gvaﬂ

A review of instant file 1s being made
upon the request of the Special Agent in
€ ar_e vho sugrested thet such a review
be mde from serial 172 to date in order
to brang this case 10 a logical conclusion
as soon as possable,

G

the report of §Jpeecial Agent

27, 1940, and is = complete review of the

o wﬁa-,
L
7

entire file to that date. T rineipal
leads set out in Speclal Agen | report
are those to ascertaln the iden®ity and
background of the people whom|Subject had
contacted or had listed in her address book.

The report of Special Agent| |
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65-87

/ NEARX FIELD DIVISION

WASHINGTON FIEID DIIEISION

b7C

DENVER FIELD DIVISTON

# At DENVER, CCLOR/DO, will te¢ appropriate
inguiry through the Hotel browm Palace for ormation as to the
identity and general reputation of SIL.S N& NEWICH, whom Subject
attempted to contact telephonically on Jdanuary 17, 1940. (Set
out in report of Special Agent dated July 19, 1940 at
New York City.)
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF‘INVESTIGATION
AS OmIGNATED AT NEW YORK CITY Fie wo. 852190
--—v-.HAHAT mnm-c-lg\ m:n- REPONT MADE BY RO i
DENVER 2/18/41 \ 1/3,7,10/41
i 2 with ali;ses ChumaIEn or cARt
ESPIONAGE - G.

e

NEWIQN highly regarded at Brown
el, Denver, Cole., where he has

SYNOPSIE OF FACTS:
SILAS
Palace
, resided sinece 1/20/38. Recerds Retail
a‘ Credit Men's Assn., Denver, revealed NEWION
> @’ has very substantial inceme, good character,
- ;}' and habits. Me record of law suit, collactiom,
b~ \? or bankruptey. Has been President of Oriental
I A(Y Refining Ce., Denver, simce 7/28/39; became
connoected with Kansas & Wyoming 0il Corp.,
Denver, Cols., in Sept. 1940. Both reputable
soncerns. No indicatiom ef Espionage activities.

::"E ) @ 8 Or 9/7/38 received inguiry relative possible
- mail frand viclation on part of NEWTON. Criminal
Een record of one SILAS M. NEWTON received from Bwreauc __
gy \@Q on 9/24/38, set out. 5 5 =
T Y N
NN - B.UCe - Sz =
VES ' Caf M
£ N\ - o 0D
 REFERENCE: Report of Special Agent New Youlipt? / .
L u n " Kew Yofk, £,
3] ]
= ¥

DETAILS: AT DENVER, COLCRADO —-

I | Brown Palace Hotel,
advised that SILAS M. KEWTON eceupled Smite from January 20, 1838, to
Desenber 1, 1940, at which time he moved to Sulte 925-886, which he sent

pdvised that NIWTON's monthly rent is $280,

sosupies. |
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He advised that SILAS M. NEWTON is connected with the

Uriental Refining C yay in Denver and is considered to be a man
of some means. advised that frequently NEWTON is out

phen NEWTON returns to Denver.

stated he has known NEWTON during the time

he hes lived at Lhe Brewn Palace Hotel, and regards him as a very
substantial man; that NEWTON is highly regarded about the hotel; and
in his opinion, NEWTON is not engaged in féreign getivities of any
type. He said NEWTON frequently plays geld with |

Pf Denver, Colerade.

| 1 | to Agent] | L7C

NEWTON from the hotel since Juuary 1, 1940, and

it was ascertained that NEWIOM did not make any 'phons calln fron the
hotel to New York City during instant perilod.

I | Denver, stated
that| FEFTOR almost esvery day when is in the
city, and that in his opinion, KEWION is a man of considerakle means,
highly regarded by all who come in contact with him; and is of the
definite opinien that NEWTON 1s not sngaged in Esplionage activities,

I | Brown Palace Hotel,

stated he has known NEWTON for three or four years, NEWTON having lived
at the Brown Palace Hotel |f1 said he
8 hote ore

knew NEWICN in New York City the Gethen
Hotel there; that NEWTION stayed a e came to Denver
about two years ago. He advised NEWTON had a high-priced apartment at
the Gothen Hotel; however, as far as he knows, KEATON haa always con-
ducted his affairs above-board.

advised NEWTON had & good reputation at the

Gothen Hotel New York City, snd is al-o highly rcgardod at tha Brom

bu q NEWION | _ |return to
the city. is of the opinion that NEWTON has a very sub-
stantial income, and 1s positive that NEWTON has nsver besn engaged

in any Esplonage actirvities,
l tt.a.ted they do mot know
whers ® € 0 3 ur a Denver, Colorado.

(2)

e — e m—— v ———— s &



Denver, [that NEWIOR has had
no credit activitles; however, according to his records, SILAS M.
NEWTON became President of the Oriental Refining Company, Demver,
dn July 28, 1939; and later became connected with the Kansas and
Wyoming 011 Corporatiom, Denver, in September, 1940, both companies
being reliable concerns, the Oriental Refining Company having a
capital of $2,000,000.

| Iallo advised | [that NEWTON
is reported to o1l good character, good hablts, very substantial

earnings, there being no record of law suits, collections, or bank-
ruptey agalnat KEWTONM.

On September 7, 1938, the Denver Field Division received a
letter from attorney-at-law, Firat National Bank
Building, Denver, Colorado, which requested informstion concerning
a possible mall frawd charge against one SILAS M. NEWTON.

Upon request of the Bureau, the Denver Fleld Division
on September 24, 1938, recelived a copy of the criminal record of
one SILAS M. NEWTON, FBI #835861, which is gquoted as follows:

PD, NYC, NY. Silas M. Newton 7-8-81 fug.-warrant- T=10=-31, del.
#~ (Montclair ,N.J. to N.J.Auth.
conspirady)

SPol, ,Oneida, Silas Mason Newton, 9-R5«354 false stock

nY. alias Silas Mewton, statements
#2268
50, Elmira, Silas M.Newton, 7-15-35 & indictments - rel.on bail
N.Y. #- vio.952 P,L. #2500
PD, NYC,NY Silas M, Newton 92538 G.L.2nd
#B-03674 (warrant)
" WANTED by Det., 18th Sqd. Comp., #2183, 11-9-35 for

Wichita, Kans.
WANTED by Det. for G. L., lst, Binghamton,N.Y.,eard
filed 9-14-54.
(Above notations as appearing on record sheet rec.
from FD, NYC, NY).

(3)
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attorney-at-law, 810 First National

Bank Building, Denver, upon interview, advised that in 1938 he

was requested by a r of Denver, whose name he refused to

reveal inm view of the fagt the banker is a client, to fiad out

all he could about SILAS M, NEWTON, and especlally with regard

to a possible conviction in a mail fraud case, several years picC
previously.

advised he commanicated with numerous peni-
tentiaries and Government agencies, receiving replies from all
to whom he wrote, advising they had no record of SILAS M. NEWTON
and did not know hinm,

UNDEVELCPED LEADS:
THE NEW YORK CITY DIVISION:
At New York City - Will make appropriate investigation
at the Gothen Hotel ¢oncerning the general reputation of SILASM.

NEWTON, who dtayed at this hotel prior to 1938, and who Subject
attempted te contact telephonically on January 15, 1940,

-- REFERRED UPON CCMPLETION TO OFFICE OF ORIGIN --

(4)



65-87

Reference report gets forth a lead for the Denver,
Colorado, office to make appropriate inquiry at the Hotel Brown
Pajpee for information as to the identity and general reputation
of 8ILAS M. NEWPON, Inasmuch as it is now thought that inves—
tigation indicates NEWION is presently in Hollywood, California,
1t is requested that the Manager of the Hotel Brown Palace be

openly interviewed concerning the identity and general reputation
of SILAS M. NEWTON,

In the same report a2 lead is set faorth for the New
York office to obtain certain telegrams from the Western Union
Telegraph Company in compliance with lead set forth by Special
Agent[:f%;:é;:%jﬁ dated at New York City, July 19, 1940. Inasmuch
as it 1Tg highly possible that the Western Union Telegraph Company

has digposed of these telegrams, no effort is being made toward
obtaining copies from the Westemn Union telegraph office.

Attention is called to the undeveloped lead appearing
in the report of Special Agent[;;:::;::;:g dated January 7, 1941,
at New York City, to ascertain the identities of the various per-
sons with whom subject has been in telephonic communigation as
set out in the reports of Special Agent at New
York City, dated:

M&I‘ch 6’ 1939

-26-




65-87

It is also suggested that in the event afank account
is located in the name of SILAS M. NEWTON that an gxamination
of this account be i i s of money are
being sent by NEWICN

o i e

~29-



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

THrs cliitlommm'rm AT NEW YORK CIYY FiLE No. G ),

T " g
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LOS ANGELES 540'“& 1a7 1241 LT B

1
CHARACTER OF CASK

,k‘ITLI ~
i/ Dvith aliases ESPIONAGE = G

, o

. - e 3

SYNOPSIS OF FASRST é)s ¥, NEWTON resided Hollywood Knioker-

| Y poker Hotel 12-23-l0 %o 2-1B-L1. EBelieved by
gemonrt to now be at Brown Palmee Hotel,

. N ——
L — E’;“;“/% nver, Celorsdo, whish 1s permsmeat address,
) NEWTON bamics at Citizen's Stete Bank, MoCracken,

388 o

. iy
!

Vo

- RUC - =

]

immzw" «,\ Report of Special Agemt
: : New York F-lal,

|BBTATLS | Hollywood Kmiokerbosioer
Hotel, Iver Avemws, Los Angeles, cbtaimed the

guest registration sard of NEWTON whieh reflected that
he registered at the hotel on Descember 23, 1940, giving his sddress
a8 the Erewn Palace Hotel, Denver, Coloradc, that he was assigned to
apartment 91l at & rate of $5.00 per day and that he remained st the

hotel uatil Pebruary 18, 1941. Upon leeving, NEWTDN gave nc forward-
ing address and it was assumed thet he had returned to Denmver,

e 54

b7C

-~

The Knickerboecker Hotel had obtained a oredit card from
NEWTON which reflected the following: .

; Name s NEWTON
k“ DEETROYED Hoesidenoe Brown Palaee Hotel

"'M mm Denver, Colorado
BrEcin s BO NOT WRITE W THEWE SPACES

M LEIKET— J70 MAR 26 To4]

5 « Bureau f{“,‘olvq

| 2 = KEow Yerk ; ‘ -
M 2 - Kansas City| w 2 1%)/
- - M3 .
Foe 2 = Denver VI - )
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Bank referenoe

Loaul\fofe renoce
N\

Qosupation

Citizens State Bank
MoCraocken, Eansas
Ambazssador Hotel

Tremsurer Oriental Refining
Company, Denver, Colorado

Contained in the file was & lotter from the Citizens
State Bank, MoCracken, Eansas whish stated that business relation=
ships with NEWTON had been very asatisfactory and thet he was well
able to oare for his finanoclal undertakings.

stated that NEWTON was well known as a gusst
of the hotel as he had besn making the Hollywood Kniokerbooker
his headquarters when in Loa Angeles for the past five or six
yoars, that very little was known of hls associstes or his busi-
ness conneotions aside from the fact that he frequently referred

to the petrolewm indieated that he wes well versed
in the industry. furthcr stated that NEWTON, while
in Los Angeles, plays uously snd that the reference

on the g;ggﬁt card,

A review of NEWTON'S8 asoowmnt during the time of his
sty reflectsd mumercus long distance telephone cails, These
wore made from the hotel switehbesrd and an effort was made to

hetel telephone tiekets showing these calls, however,
mudﬁud that the hotel did not retain them after the
A IAT] 1s were paid and therefore they were mot available,

For the information of the file the following reccord of tele-
phone oalls sz taken from NEWTON'S gooount 1s being set outy

Date

Deosmber 23, 1940
December &, 1940
January 5, 1941

January 1, 1941
January 19, 1912

January 21, 1g41

Ch..rEe

$2.20
L0
3460
2.20
TeLo
13.50
1.75
3460
7e50
8400
3460



Date Charge
Jawmry 22, 1941 $ .65
Januakry 26, 19l L.70
Febru 2, 1941 3,60
February 10, 1911 25

025
February 12, 1941 25
February 1., 161 «25
February 17, 1941 25

«30

advised that to his knowledge NEWTON had never
referred to his ever having been married or havimg a family.

He further stated that NEWTON had never indicated partioulsr
intersst in the present internetionel srisis end had never ax=
Pressed any nationmlistic sympathies.

:lduoribed NEWTON as: N

Age 50 years

Height 5 feat, 9 inohes
Weight 160 pounds

Build Heavy, rather stooky
Complexion Ruddy

Smooth shaven
Plays golf sontinuously

As noted on the credit eard of NEWTON he listed the

1 as a looal referense,
ssador Hotel, cobtaine ) 8l eredit
oard on N, which reflected the identioal information set

out orn the eredit ocard held by the Hollywood Kniokerbooker
Hotel. In addition it gave his business address as 908 Equit-
able Building, Denver, Colorsdo. The oredit card is dated
October 1, 1938, A letter oonteined in this file from the
Citizens State Bank, MoCrasken, Kanses also indicates thet
NEWTON is wel]l abls to take oare of his finanoisl undertakings,

r...llih.:=£a1onoe to NEWTON'S stay at the Ambassador
Hotel, advisad thet he had only registered there

om on that being from Ooctober 1 to Ootober 16,
1933, oould not recall NEWTON or anything ooncerning
him,

For the information of the Kansas City Offioce, report
of refersnce states that information reseived from Inspeotor



[TAie NEWION in &1l probability is SILAB

NEWTON who is referred to in the Federa)l Insome Tax Return

orl |for the ar 1938, as refleated in the
repo oI rererenos wherein
the name of SILAS M, Ne

Report of reference requested the Los Amgeles Field
Divilion to endeavor to locate s bank account for STLAS M,
XENTON and examine same to determime if sums of money are
being sent by NEWION to subjeot, In view of the fact that
subjest is no longer residing at the Hollywood Knickerbooker
Hotel, no further investigation by the Loz Angeles Field Di~
vision 1s being eonduotsd.

The indiges of the Los Angeles Field Division oon-

tain no record onl listed by NEWTON as a looal
refsrence,

- REFERRED UPON COMPLETION T¢ OFFICE OF ORIGIN =



UMDEVELOPED LEADS:

THE EARSA3 CITY FIRLD DIVISION

AT MC CRACKEN, KANWSAS:

Will exemine the bank acoount of SILAS ON at
the Citizens Btate Bank and determine if 3sums of money are be-
ing sent by m&*l |the subjeot of this
SR80,

- REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO QFFICE OF ORIGIN =
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