


NOTICE

THE BEST COPIES OBTAINABLE ARE
INCLUDED IN THE REPRODUCTION
OF THE FILE. PAGES INCLUDED
THAT ARE BLURRED, LIGHT OR
OTHERWISE DIFFICULT TO READ
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Just for the record,.you are here at your own-?equest

This is volunt.ary, I understand that.
And we want to tell you again that’you hawc:thc.%iéhfig
You realize those .things? ooy R vEE

I reah’.ze thét. .

All right, go ahead Tom. :

‘Where would you hke me to start‘?_r

nght from the beg:um:n.n Tom.
and mrk up from there.

I hope that most of 'ch:.s won't be too 1rre1evant My flrst‘r ay
;-centact with the radical movement was in-college and- I sat in .on t.hese '; 4
dlscussn.ons, and so, of course, like a lot of. college. students,

. my religion and so on. And so we formed a club, which was’a’, vevy;

" group, to primarily have religious or antl—rellglous d.'l.scuss:.ons

called this The Liberal Club : e

That was in 1929o

- Yes, I think it was in 1929 one of the ‘members’ had 1‘§_t1c"
to the American Association for the Advancement’of. Athe:.sm and gotténA 5
some literature and it was quite new to most of us and very. :Lnterest
ing. So it was on that basis that we i‘ormed the leeral Club and‘ #3
}ELLIIR a.ndIm-ote.... . s

»

That's FRED HELLER? .

. l'es.. HELLER and I m-ote to the Assoclatn.on J.n New Yorko g
and we asked for a charter and we formed the club. ‘The club d:Ldn't-
amcunt to mach; it fizzled out. But when I came to New Jersey to

.
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before. The Liberal Club did succeed in getting NORLAN THOMAS to.. -

work, I used to go in to their headqua.r‘oers in New ’J.'ork and buy ar few,ﬁx
books:and some 1iterature » something o.f that sort, and then I startgd»_

v:xews and so on.

"

IR Oh, I might mention r-arenthet:.cally someth:mg that"I'fo::go

give one talk to the student begy at Penn State and that was nv first
intance with Karxism. - - et D a -

-, -

IS S

Well, et these forums that the Amerlcan Assoclation

of MILLER.
‘nere books on Marxism were available.- So he told’me to go to the?' )
vorkers'! Book Shop on East 13th Street and there I could’ get bqoks
and other literature. So I purchased a set of KARL MARX's :“Capital Ay
and a nimber of pamphlet.s ; and, over a perlod of t:une s the. :Ldeology““‘j_"’
seemed very .... R :

The

Acceptable to you? h SRRV ot -,

Yes. - . S IR

* About when was this now? R EI T

t"—-
A s

Let me think a moment untll I can assocla.te :l.t m.'ch some dAte.‘.

tiell, you got out of school in 129, -

This was, I believe, in early '31.-(,

able to you?

Yes. I still didn't.know that- the Comunlst Par‘by ha.d J.tsl-'
headquarters in that building. A1l I knew was the ground floor and %
the Workers' Book Shop and the cafeteria. -When ] was browsing /in™the"
book shop generally, I would drop in the cafeteria and eat; and any
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1t mlvbt be a good 1dea to 301n the Communlst Party..

R N ’ .

- -,

. I am ahead of the story. I used to purchase copies of aﬁk

magaziine called "Soviet Russia Today," which was pub]_ished by one oﬁ
their so-called mass organizations--~that is what:they called “them* in*
those dafs——Frlends of the Soviet Unlon.- So I made: the acquaintanceﬂ'

vel. - That 1s, she was student of music, llterature and art- and soi'
. I'met her in the cafeteria a few times and she said, "Why don‘t‘j
u join the Friends of the Soviet Union," and so that I- dld.~'They-
ret on, I believe it was East 1llth Street. et
exact address, but somehow the number 218 sticks in my mlnd.url
went around to the Friends of the Soviet Union a.few times. : They
generally had lectures, after which they served tea and cookies dr.
- something of the’ sort. So I 301ned the Frlends of'bhe Sov1et Union

. Well, it was perhaps about a month later that I thought;d
that I ougnt to join the Communist Party. "I still didn't’ know where
the headquarters of the party was nor anything about-it, -so" I asked
_thls woman, wﬁatever her name was.' It was perhaps a month later-g

she told me the fifth floor. So I went up on the elevator: and
told the telephonc operator I wanted to join.the CP.” She took- down
* my name and address, which was in Jersey City,-and- then a couple’ofh
wecks later a zirl came around to 1nterv1ew me. oo

A young girl came around on a Saturday ternoon and told.
ne that she was from the Communist Party and that I had made appllcatlon
and that she would like to talk to me. She asyed how I became interested:
in Communism and wiether I was in any unions. That seemed to be- the~'nx
nost important question in her mind, my labor activities and so oni3:: n:*i.
.50 I told her no, that I had never had any contact -with labor’ unlons R
or anything of that sort. I expressed several of my views to-her-]
and she told me that I was not following theiParty line, and’I toldt
her I dldn't know anything about Party lines or anythlng else, that‘
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I was just giving her my views.
‘mauely three hours I .would say, and ta.lked‘ mth meA,ﬁ

‘vl-_\.r-'

‘me where I would prefer to be a:member, -in Jersey.City.or. in New".{ork,
and I told her I wanted to be a member in Hew Yor}c because .'.L‘b seemedn‘
to be the center of things. '..: SN _‘ SRR

*
« .~ abae

I want to rem.el.rl’r pa.renthetlcally also that she request.ed‘

on.

Q. . You used your real name, ‘TOM BI.ACK" . T

A. Yes. It said that I had applled i‘or membersh:.pt:m fhe
Commmnist Party and that I had been asugned 'bo hls unlt. .
. ¥as a seaman by trade, but of course.... S e

Q. ‘ Do you recall.what his name 'rras°

'A—

A. -. I can't recall. I have been trymg to th:mk of :Lt. . I only
knew him such a short time. ‘ ) .

Vias it MeKINEY?

That was in 1931 is that co*'rect"
A. I believe so. The Pa.rty mc'nbersh::.p m.ll s.how that.

Q. A1l rigint, go ahead then.

ey

T4

A. N This unit, if the 1dent.1f1cat10n has a.nyth:.no to. do w:Lth it
was Section 2, Unit 2B that I was assigned to. <here were "about: ,30¢n ¥
I believe in it. T was assigned to work and the work consisted ofa.,,
distributing "Daily dorkers" and sellmg "Daily Vorkers" in-.the, East
Side section,.that sort of* thing in general, sell:anr hterature. b
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they needed.
. the names on pep:.tlons > not ahfays polltlcal -

That's rlght. 3 3

3 e

Now how did that lead up to your
iet esplonave° . S S

vell, we're éoming to that. )
. the whole story. :

That's, vhat we want. Go ahead;: '

Then I TRASeens.

.' with iou at this time?

Just as a friend.

So then in this perlod .the Organlzer of D:l.str::.ct lh:of ‘the
Commmunist Party, which consisted of the northern New Jersey’ area, had,
heard that there was somebody living in Jersey C:Lt.y that was A _member:

in New York. RESAL

Her name was?

Mrs. BECKERT GRECHT. So one day she got in touch with me.
J believe they sent a letter to me or somebody in New York Ca.ty;:I"""
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.. been. assigned to llew York. ‘As a matter of .fact, she expressed Herself?mk
" quite forcefully to the point that she ‘thought it was a" "hell* of a.-_ _

-+ City at this point?

- activity.

‘me in Newark.

“Jersey." She said that she had requested my. transfer to New: Jersey:

~ seaman but dldn‘t get very many jobs at sea, so that he was hvmg,; :
~with his family most of the time.. He had been 2 member 'of the TV ”'
‘in years past and we became quite friendly.--:He said that-he’had a U'

" friend-of his that he wan'bed ne to meet some time, a very a.ntelllgent =

character that he told me she was.

.

she told me that I didn't belonu in New' York, that’ T belonged m her :
istrict because I lived there.:. She was very.much- a.nnoyed that g had::n‘

to treat her when she was trying to build an'organization in: New.

and if I had any.objections why .she wanted to argue 1t. -out then ‘and
there. I told herino, I had no objection one way or the ‘other. | So S5
-she arranged for the transfer to the New Jersey District,: Dn.st;r:.ct ll;

ty that is. Do numbers mean any‘bh:mg?

Oh yes.
in Jersey City. Do

Only insofar

Well, it has no bearing }eally. '
Well, we can go into.that later.-_ Go a.head. R %Jub

\14

.p-" (‘.“(}
voman and SO on. D v ‘ ‘-.‘ yon : J.é’w ¥

in New York.
and he said she vas a lawyer. That is about 2ll I knew about nher %
and I thought it would be interesting to meet her :Lf she was the

So he arranzed a meeting, a socml "et-toge'bher. ,Ldon'tl.'
know where that was. I am under the opinion that we went over. to“".
her hotel rather than have her come to Jersey C:n.ty:

.- FIZaRE e

TR ?;’*{*?aa’u_
g *‘” l-p)-u- :’;;"é:
"',Mi'\- X f“a‘ - :‘;s‘

i, i) i
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VERA KAN‘*“ She seemed to be an extremely :interest:.ng woma.n .
think she was a Communist at the time and, as a matter of fact,KI"“}m'*
doubt if she ever was a Party member,-but it seemed t0 me,:as L knew :
her, she became more sympathetic'to.the: movement.-a She-worked® i‘or ai G
law .firm on Wall S’oreet I beheve the’ name of Alt wa.s:FRAZIER TMEYERS:
a.nd KITTER. e

in Jersey City.
\'n.th MchIN‘ &Y, and vot to know her soclally '

During what period was thJ.s s ! 32

I think it was 132. I am a.lmost certa:.n
"I can't zive you the exact date. So on one of the occasions: wpen',s
HELLER, that is FRZD IELLER, I told him about this interesting-:«ili
woman that I wanted him to meet. "VWe went over. to her ‘hotel.” S
vas st:.ll living in the Level Club : i

Q,'- 7 tmat club is that? | v -

A Level Club. I belmeve it is a Masomc hotel or was'and
it kept the name. It was on 71lst Street, as I recall.
IZLLER became acquainted with her. I don't know how much you wan

- o el AL
.

to go into psychoanalysis and that sor’o of th:.ng.; o

[

Q. " Well, we won't go into psychoanalysis . too much
_keep do'.'rn to facts and pme observa.tlons. ‘

A 0 K. HELILER had a great lllca.ng i‘or VERA :umnedlately and el
he used to come to New York quite often then, - genera.lly ‘stop; ofi‘ lnx’ij 3
Jersey City and ask me if I wanted to go over with him—thiswas’ ong A
weeck-ends and so on—and generally I did.:” And so V'ER&IANE left: the
Level Club and she took an apartment.;, ‘Am I leav:mg out. anyth:mg"
you want to know? : - o .

- ',\ R ‘,'.

Q. ‘ Go ahead; we'll interrupt if Jou are. .

A. She took an auartment I beheve the a.ddress was: 335 hest.,.
.11th Street, although I can't be sure of that at this time. e:.ther.;
D She was supportinz a couple of friends of hers who were Westerners
ol but they were in the East looking for work. One was a fellow: by: -
Lk the name of BUD COOK and the other one was CHARLES NEHER.: It seem's
that this BUD COOK vas a friend of H"‘HER'S » and that NEHER had been
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a lover of hers at one time, a boyiriend. I don t 1~:now the exa.ct
extent to which that went and .I wasn't particularly .mterested
In any event, they had a room nearby. and she used to-cook-for them

- “{nll, during this pera.od, HELLER had a 11ttle trouble on‘ ¥
--his job in Phlladelph:.a. That was with the Pennsylvam.a Suga.r Compgm‘y

l"".‘,‘
-~ g “hh )4: 3_"‘__

. Oh, I might mention that there was qu::.'be a blt oi‘ jealousy “’w
betveen }ELIER and FEHER concerm.ng V'ERA PRI

= 8o finally HELLER was t.ransi‘erred The trouble was he;

r@fused to cross a picket line during a strike at the Penn Sugar. :
- Hq was transferred to a subs:.d:x.ary in Carlstadt, the Franco-Amer:.ca.n )
CHemical Company. That was in Carlstadt and then he was i‘lred a.fter "i"“*
a week. I believe it was just about a week.

to get him awvay from the strikers. -~ . ..

B
L.
2.

At any rate, he was out of .a Job, and it seem..-. that du.ring*b :
. - this period VERA had transferred her affections from” NEHER to. HF.'.LLEB.J.:.M
T Before this strike at Penn Sugar, HELIER and VERA went’ on a vacation DN :
.- together, so that was a final notice to NEHER, Lz
was off between them. It was shortly after he
vacation that he was transferred to Ca.rlstadt
- for qulte a lonrr time. ree L .

Q. ' _ This was in 1933, was it?

A, o ‘ Let me think a moment.._;‘

o Q. ' _ ‘
Q. Let me point this out to you. You left Holbrook in 1933

and went to Nopco. Now when you left Holbrook, IELLER was still“: ;
L - employed at Penn Suzar because he referred GOLD to you to take’ yo
Jjob, so it had to be the latter part of '33, a.fter May of 1933 s T

< I went to work in February for Nopco.

Q. All right.

A. You want to go i
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to leave out anything relevant, so :Lf you want to- quest:.on mef-l' *
.,pecn.flcally I can probably t.ell you wha.t you want to xknow

BRI A A

[Era

Q. - 7 Well v'hat were . you go:.ng to brmg }1p')k

S N - &Y

A © Well, I was. going to tell the story about
.the Job and-so on.

';r..

Q. A Is it a.ny d:l..fi‘erent from what you prevmouslytold us" p

A, . .. No, it's no dlﬁ‘erent in essence.
) because it probably has a bearing on the th:l.ng HELLER asked me
see if I could get the gob I was leaving. for HARRI GOLD. P A told,
m that I didn't think the chances were too good because: the super-
tendent of the place was a fellow by the ‘name .of 1'cINTCSH. who ha.d
"on several occasions, expressed some anti-Semitic‘views and it wasn,,\
zoing to be rather difficult to get a Jewish fellow .a job there.,. One
of these anti-Semitic views that he expressed was that we ought®to: 2
get this fellow HITLER over here and pay him six million do].'l.ars

' to clean out the Jews in this country. That was befare” HITLER took“‘ "
" power, or shortly after; but he was a well ]cnovm i‘::.gure in any event '

So I told HELIER that this was go:.ng to be. ra‘bherad:.fi‘lculta h
but I would see what I could do. So I talked to'the President’ .and =
the Vice-President, two trothers, their names were SMITH; FRA.NKLIN R

. was the President and STAKNTON ‘was the Vice-President.® I talked- m.ﬁL ,.m‘,&,‘
' then and they didn't seem to have any objections. And so- then I R Ay Rt
talked with licIH TuSrI and he declded—we made up a story, 'bhat H.ARRY- 5)

)

- So finally we got HARRY the ,Job then sent HELIER a
telegram tellinz that the chances were 50-50 and that he. should;
send HARRY up. So the last week that I was there HARRY. worked
me without pay and I showed him how to run the a.nalyses and sox
forth. That was simple testinz for the .most part.' He made out
all right on the job, so they kept him. Shortly after that I: moved
to Newark because SEGESSEIAN and I wiere both working at Nopco;a.nd R
wanted to get someplace close by rather than conmute. . I thlnk I 2
moved to Newark in April. i :

Q. That's 19332 ' o "

That's right, April or lay.
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Q. Did you and ilALRY GOLD 11ve together up ‘oo that tmg :m =
Jersey City? L T 4

A ' Mo, HARRY stayed with me the i‘u‘st week and then he went e
and got a room in a rooning house. : : ; :

No, thal was subsequent. But I tell you the other 1n.f.‘ornat:|.on'
that I have, that may or may not be relevant, is that I had come in
coatact .with the Soviet espionage system bei‘ore I had any contact

4th Amtorg. .

-
S

2. 1 A1l ri'rht, let's hear about that;"

A
Communist Partj in iiew York
but in a different unit of the Communist Party, and I met him one :
time at a local, that is New York, convention. His name 'eras M l:iARGOLm.
I have reason to, believe that that was hls correct name. sl

T L

-.~";i“
Q. . Vias ne a Communist Farty member 1n I\.ew York C:Lt.y" .
g St “ ‘l 03

A. He was a Communist Party mazber 'and he was a chem.s‘b. -
tcld me that he wrorked for the City of New York. He asked me if” IJ R A
knew of any chemists who would be in a position to answer some technical
guestions for the Soviet Union on a consultinz basis. He wanted tbe .

naries of people who were in a pos;tlon to rea.lly lcnow someth:.ng
Q. Did he say w’nat? co L

A. In the chemical field. And he saa.d that he prei‘erred sympathr
izers, 'if I knew any, but if not, he wanted the names anyway. xIn'j;
retrospect, it seems as though he tried to meet me when he: knew T s
was a chemist, but I

A. He belonged to, the same section but a different urut.
scction is the next larger group. He was also a member of the - % .
Friends of the Soviet Unicn, I believe. I can't be sure-of that.:i:
never saw his merbersiip card, but he did attend some meetings..!!,

Q. This would be in 19317

A. Yes.
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Q. ) How old was he at tha.t time? s

‘." s L.

.. He wou.ld pro‘babl.,r be 16 years N as nea.rly a.s

fo
~

(Special Agents WELTE and HOLMES then’ arose. ) He was about your
“height (po:mt:mg to Speclal Agent HOIME‘.S) ‘

t .About S foot 8 :mches, th pounds.
;1.' That's about right, as I recall 1t. X
Q. | Glacses or rus tache, Tom” . "“’ TR
A. ' He wore glasses, no musta:che scas I’ reéall 1t, althoitgh I "'
can't be sure of the rustache elth_er". . He may. have had 2 steel gray\
mustache. : . _ L -‘*‘. ‘
Q: . . Did you know where he livéd‘_.f '
A I never knew where he lived.
| Q. " How many times did he contact you in an‘effort to .ciev.—elop- '“.
3 © your frlendshlp" T :_ L '
: AL About three or four tlmes, I would say
—f{f Q.  Where? . MR
3 A. N Generally I would run mto h:Lm seemnbly by acc:.den
& he may have planned it that way. T - .
-‘: o Q. Yhere did you usually meet? . ' "-‘_; ‘
J A. At tne social functions o.f the part.y ;
: 2. . And the FSU? - L

Ae Yes,

Q. In other words, he was interested in }cnom.ng whether or not““ o
you could furnish him the names of any md1v1duals v'ho maht poss:.bly
* work for the Soviet Union. -

.
»
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R 2 O
o Yes, he asked me J.f I knew of a.ny chemsts that vrould'
’ W’llllng- e . , . . . . ] o ‘""'7-::‘:' s
N N e : . . P 5 A Y.
' No, did he asl' you if you were J.nterest.ed :Ln work:.n for
the Soviet Union? . N

L

No, he didn't. The reason that. pt th:.nk—-I don't k:now, '
a rather meahingless job at the time, -

He simply wanted you ‘bo fu.rmsh t.he names oi‘ people oy
were in responsible positions and who would have 1m ormatlon of’
value to thenm. ; '

work in a(_/l’o factory. N

Did you furnish the names oi‘ anyone to hm" ‘

I told him that I knew of only one person who mght be'in 3
a positionto give him any information. That person was.Dr. LOUISY “*,
CHRISTMAN, who was Director of the Research at American Cyanamid® ik
Company. I had knowm, from my employment .at American Cyanam.d,, that
this Dr. CHRISTMAY was a radical of some sort or a liberal... Tha. o
. was just from the general gossip. I hadn't arwth:.ng ta.ng:ble' '

. Did you know whether or not L.ARGOLD. ever contacted'l;jm?

X3 ‘.1

- I arranzed a contact.” -I will come t.o t.ha‘b in the st’ory_
He asked me to arrange a meeting with CrIR,LSTIu.M -1 never met“"" !
CiISTi’All personally. _ ) _ 4‘ . 7 ~f

P Al e Yy LRI PO S,

.

Yio, I vas with Holbrook. I had never net CHRIS’I‘IuAN person-
ally. I dicén't even now what he looked like. I just knew from“;.
general Goosip that he was a radical. He told me that I.should ¥ ’:
arrange a meeting. As a matter of fact, he made it quite. spec:Li‘J.c
that that was more important than distributing "Da:.ly Workers." “Ang- %
so I first had to find out where CHRISTLAN lived. I asked one:of-
thc employecs of Cranamid that worked under him , a fellow by: the =
name of LOUIS ZELL,. where Dr. CHRISTLIAN lived and it turned out tha.t
he hved very close to me in Jersey City.
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come around and see him about a personal mtter.; He. sa.:n.d surely 23 Py
and I went over right then. - VWle were both.living’ on Sip Avenue' ~~'n_«.; o I ’.".

" at the time, not very far away.:'I told him that.I ‘Was a; Comnunist"‘ -‘w@?ﬁ‘%‘ ';-"{
~and that I had been asked to contact him, and so he says why h:Lm‘\i‘c; H

indirectly at least, that he was a radical from gossip and ﬁhat' S
somebody else wanted to meet him. He said, "All right, .arrange:it. n.; i
So the meeting was -arrangzed in my apa.rtment. Do you want the place?

Yes .

- I think it was the Ea.rle Hotel, that was an apartment hotel"“‘ R
57 Sip Avenue. I am not even sure of the apartment or. the hotel ‘,>..-.,
_n%w, but it was on Sip Avenue. . s
through to MARGOLIN. He said he would call me on the phone and f:.nd e
out about it, and I told him that I had been success.f.‘ul So the N
meeting was arra.nf*ed.
CHRISTi:AN came over at the appomted tlme We had just “‘ﬁ
"a social evening. e talked about nothing a'b a.ll except trlnalitles

N -

to meet?

Yes, I am caming to that
"then let you came back.

All right, do that. - ' el A
’ s ' i ‘m“ ":‘ b Y
They talked only about. tnvn.a.l:Ltles that m.ght haraly U
~anything political. CHRISTKAN.was more interested in d:l.scuss:mQ
politi¢s than MARGOLIN was. -As I recall-it, MARuOLDI tried: to
evade political discussion. ;
basis. As they were leaving, he said that he would be in contact PaERS

with him again. S:ane I lived there, they went out to go.* Presumably;"

until a mach later date. I dldn‘t question: C:mIS"‘LAN because”I had
only seen him once and I only ran into MARGOLIN, I guess, when-he .7 5"¢%
wanted to run into me. So I thought it was really none of oy business. ;

NEEANRY

You suspected that KARGOLIN was p0551bly a recru:.ter i‘or
Soviet espionaze?

Yes.
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N ot ht e,

time.
try:.ns to do someth:_ng for the Sov:.et Unlon.""

.
T .

Q.. - .. You feel thej regarded }'ou as ; a

A, T That's rlcht. . L

,
I3

Q. ' Just a technician. ‘ They weren t mterested in you,
‘ wanted somebocv big at that time? CoT T
o _ XYes, that s right. I dldn't hear from MARGOLDI any i‘urt rgg‘—"’ Y
I‘ r a few months, and then one day I ran’'into him by accident’” again,} ﬁbuq'g_
esumably. I don't recall just where or how. .In any event,“he hadf"‘c‘i., 2

me fu.rt er que stions to ask me and he wanted to know whehhez L.had«‘ “ j"

.

me to think very hard. So I told him I couldn'

About that-time an announcement appea.r-ed in- the ma.gaz:.ne.
"Soviet Russia Today" that a Technical Committee to ‘Aid the Sov:.et.; 2
. Union was being formed and that anybody interested in: working . on; ~a
consulting basis to provide technical information for the Sov:Let--'_'-"” 3
Union should atlend the meeting at such and such a place. . They: gave-.. :
the address in the announcement. I happened to see that and I attended" iy
one meeting of that group and this fellow MARCOLIN was there.-As" a
matter of fact—-this is just an opinion or a crness—-f[ beln.eve that. A

+ he was Probably the fellow who organized it.. ¥ . ~~% vepf R e

: o

Q. that was the name of 1t"- T ; 'f-.'

A. " -2 The 'I‘echm.cal Cormnlt.tee, FSU.
S » meeting that what I had to offer wouldn't be'of any interest to t.hex:x”r
' . and that, because he lmew that he .had gotten what’ he wanted out ‘o; '~ 23
£ -me alréady. He was sure I didn't-know anybody else of - -any unportance“’
: in their work. So he said that my activity should be in other’ organiz-
oo ations, not in this committee. I was fra.nkly a lrbtle dlsappomted'
at the time. o ‘ .

Ay stn .
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A, That's rignt.

Q. ' I can see your disappointment. Do you 1mow the: .names o.f.‘-a;ny_
others who were interested or active in the committee-at the time.s::
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A. : Yo, because I attended only one meet.mo dldn't. geti
an_/body and I don't re'nember faces i‘rom that. t:l.me.w 2

. - toor \.-"‘-

Qe . .7 - D1d you, au anytmc later, learn of I..ARGOLIII's'first*

2y -

IR ,1‘.:;'

A.> - Yes, not his first name, ‘his flrst :Lnit:.al M. Now I‘lcno
that that was his correct nane, or at least I assume that it was,* o
because another time when I saw him he was taking a .short trip some ol

. Place,and this time it really must have been by accldent because_ h

vas on a bus or going to the rallroad statlon.

‘ o - R

lu

\-‘ "y

. . R

'Q.. g Do you mow .\rhere he was gomg 'to go? ~‘ ER

.

A, ¥ - No, he didn't con.flde ‘in me and I dzdn't sk’ hJ.m
- I§do now where he vms going to 'go. He rented a place for’ hls i‘a.mi}j
fdr the summer. He was married and I believe had a ch:le or two. *
don't know whether the place vould mean arw'bhlna
be able to recall it.
far from New Yorlk.

Q. "= I don't know myself. Well, let's go .on, Tom. '
your activities after you left. this flrst meet:.ng of the
Committee? e S

A. riell, after that period I went back té) _mutine-

e . e R -

Q. This was now '32? ' S R

A. As rearly as I can recall- 132, . .Then in 1933 SE\.:LSSM i ‘
. and I moved to lewark and I was tra.naferred to the Party in Newark,

to a unit there. I became quite disgusted with the behav:.or of;the’

Party regarding me personally. Tbat 1s,"I d.uin't like ‘to bej a* ACH R

newsboy.. =

Z

on the corﬂer.

A, That's right, and doing the routine job, and that wasnlt
the reason I joined the Pa"ty. . .

you were a chemist, a professional man, a man that had four years
of Fenn State Colleze. They were trylng to make you an ordlnary,, ;
runner, the labor Communist, . -

!
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A. Yes, that was the idea. I was under con51derable pressure
at the time to orranize a union where I worked at Nopco, or:at: lea.st
to help in organizinz onec and all that sort of thing, and- -1 -knew: 'not“' >
the first thing about organization and labor movements .or znyth::.ng s
else. Thnis Organizer for District 1, GRECHT, she put everybody
under pressure to organize unions, etc. I didn't feel qualified orj.y
interested in the work becausec it wus someth:mg that I didn't feel:!

N
s

I could participate in. OShe was interested in getting contacts™in®
the plant that werc sympathetic and that I knew of only a few peopl
tiht were only mildly sympathetic. I gave her those contacts.:~0Of:l
cqurse, that wash't enough. = She wanted something. ta.ngible tha.t :sh

c ald go to worL on.

that I was reallJ qualified far. So I decided to drop out. of the:
Party as an organization. I don't récall specifically.when that was
but my FParty membership book will show the date, because dues were-&
paid by stamps and when the stamps stopped that 1s whe'x I dropped out, :

You were issued a new book each year?

i‘acts , dates wiaen you Jomed the Partj ani then whe'l you became aL
part o the revolutionary movement. . - X

Q. A1l right, Tom, you were 1nterested in dropping: out. of“ “‘"

LY

the Party and you did in fact drop or you s’c._ll kept your membershlp
but weren't active? .

A. . No, I dropped. ‘
Q. By default, or fesignat.ion, or what? -

A, Just oy stoppinz coming arourd.
sec. me and I told them....

for awhile ?

After I was at Nopco for awhile.
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. long time unemployient of HELLER made him more anxious -to go to-:the-
Soviet Union; even more anxious than I was.: Ve discussed: vrha.t wer

. could do about it. I told him, "Well, we certainly ought to be ab1e~ IR
to get employ'nent in the Soviet Unlon." ' I an ahead of the story avam

droppmé.out of the Party, because I had ‘been told by everybody
T discussed the matter with that Communists were needed where' t.hey

. were. -They were not needed in the Soviet Union, and that only.on

very rare occasions and for a very, very good reason could a Par‘hy,
member ever go to the Soviet Union, except on'a visit, 'and:you %

couldn't go there to live. It was not the pohcy of we-Coxm:nm:.sh
International to permit it. . .

-

in the Soviet Union before I could go. I still wanted to go so i ER

thought that probably the best thing to do was to drop-out of” t.he «.'.F:,
Pa.rtj and that, combined with the fact that I was disgusted with thg
sort of activity that was assigned to me. So I just dropped.out’. ofjf_f

.the Party, and a number of members came around to ask me why. a.nd .80
.on and I told them that I was too busy with other things, that’ I

couldn't be doinz this sort of menial work and so on, ‘and .so I’ Was
dropped. That was all there was to it. I don't know whetheniXL:~ <}
confided in HELLER or not that I had dropped my membership. 'It. really,_\
doesn't matter because he was not a member, to the beot of mr knowledge'

A" (.v\'/-‘M'

HELLER had a few jobs that didn't amount to much and this

liorkers School in Hew York.

City and signed up for a course in the Russmn lano*uacre. )

went along vith me because he is quite a linguist anyway, -his being- i
Swiss, and he startved out with three languages and he studied Russ:.a.n"‘i g
in Switzerland in the equivalent of high school. Russian came very:: 3 :
easy to him, but it came very dif;icult to me. It was almost mposs:Lble.‘

ally inclined mdlvmdual

You and HELLER were d:.scussmg t.ne poss:.bihty of gomg
Russia to work? =

.J'“.z..'f e
S &h‘




o

of oil and so on, and that ou,;,ht, to be valuable. ~Co1
the right people, we can go as oil- chexm.sts and we ecan work out‘our"‘ -
careers wien we get there. . - __; - . !

So on thls .basis, }ELLER went to Amtorg and contacted,
OVAKI}‘IAL. OVA}\IL.IAI.J was mterested in meet:mg us together, s0°

worldng hours, ar perhaps 1t was on Saturday. a.i‘t.ernoon, in
of Amtorg At this point there was nothing at all
thlng V¥e went to the office, and on one or.two ocC
" wygfs closed. When the building was closed you had 't.o
‘wi4th the elevator operator and SO, on._ PR

L '\

‘was available. I told him well I could get ‘him’ probably a lot of 3%
information on the manufacture of sulphinated oils, textlle spec1a.1tles,;"
leather specialiies, industrial chemicals generally.  He sald that i
would be of very great interest to the Soviet Union. - d
perhaps it could be arranzed that we could go to the.Soviet Umon 'tn
worx, but first he would like to have samples of the sort of.infor- .»., :
mation that was available and also,before he could reconmend that we
be sent to the Soviet Union to work ne wanted to know how good a* ik
‘ ‘chemist we were. They weren't J.nterested :Ln gettlng a.ny bad ones i
over there that couldn't pmduce. ) o o e
v - - ,,:.:ux ,"..,n‘

So, workinz on that b351s , both HELLER and I worked very" §e

-very hard. I got the technical information on the manufacture of! all
~ thetextile specialties that Nopco was making-at the time,*and 7all’ 14».:»”
" the leather specialties and sulphinated oils in general, multiplestiiviz.
for oils and all that sort of thing. In other words,- ) the .mi'ormat:wn' 7

‘There were some things that were not available-to me.:' i
of fact, all the industrial information wasn't either.: But I tookt :
what was available,and the processes of the Vitamin Division were
not available, aud of the Ketasap Chemical Company. * That wasy
incorporated as a separatc company but it was a subsidiary and * -
it naz*u.f‘ac uured metallic soaps. 'l‘hat was not a.vaila.ble and I, f‘-'

get it in my normal course of work.

Q. Just ’.‘Il)au would jou do, call for their files from your A
place of ermployment in order to detem:.ne certam processes and mak
your notes from vhere? : ‘

Ae No, this was
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any hlghly secret productis there. .For the most pa.rt., the; were
simple mixes made from their basic products, sulphinatedoils.: .Eaclxr
one was contained on a single file card. . It gave the i‘ormu]a on il

. one side of the card and the mixing procedure on the other s:.de.,

* That was true for sulphinated o:n.ls.~ In-other words,. sulph:.nated o:Lls:'—‘
are so old that the only thing that is really secret are the- exact o
compositions. Those files were more or -less available' to a.nybody X

. working in the lab. I don't say you could go through. those i‘nles‘:andc«
copy them at will, but there wasn't a.ny dn.fﬂlcult.y. . .; A

J‘,’-' RPN

Q. . : I_n other words, you secured t.hat :mformatlon wnlch was aviu.l
~afle to ‘you reua.rch'ig the processes of Nop::o"- A

. ‘That's right, whlch was avallable to me’ “in the' norma.l ‘com: 'éj

of my wiork.

Q. ¥ho is we? T ",‘-"

A. HELLER and I. Now I would brihg the. i‘ormulaslto HELIER aS'
rough drafts and so on and he would transcribe them and work on them‘
‘and get them in i‘orm where they rould mean - something .Nopco -had’ most'

his Loss 1f he .zmted to know, or rore generally he f'ould i‘lgu.re ‘:Lt\
out becausc the codé always contained an lnd:xcatlonyoi‘ what 1t wa.s.“
For example-—~do you want exa.nples" BT R SR

Yes,

cive us an cxa'nple of 1t. Tom. ,‘

C‘u"?_A W for wat,er. ;- _.:;‘J
whe code. Anythinz starting mth CC was a product of ca.rblde and. :'*
carbon, and they make a lot of things that go in textiles. ;__CCBH_WB.".:;'_:--:’ L
.detline dgchlorlde » a product of ca.rb:n.de a.nd carbon. . : CANESL LS

noues‘? . . . Lol

AL

A. Yes, now that isn't the whole story. Not only were {'t.h\e‘:
not,es on the i‘cmula, I also had available to me for the mere

N natenal or the mimeographed materlal intended for customers as. tq
- how to use them, and in those days practically every chemist had'i"
a complete set of their—mostly mimeographed sheets.
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and method of morufacture, but also :mclude the data. on how :.t-"is

~ . a
: EEEN et P - ~
PPN .t . H h

In other vrords, he would take a procluct and run’ th
gamut, the manufacture.and how the product W3S to. be used"‘ >

That's rlght

These arrangements had been made by you_ a.ml HI‘.LLER prenously.
oz did OVAKDMIAN make the arrangements?* - - /' ko i fdi s

.+ I can™ be sure of that any more. It all 1nvolved in the"
socn.atlon with OVA! EIIAIJ I am n.ncllned to th:mlc that HELLEZR and‘

Vhy was ITLIER doing that"
.up and turn them over yourself"

I was too busy at the ‘time and HELIER was unemployed He!
wanted to be a part of this thing. He wanted to go -to the; Sovn.et 2
Union more than I did. He was unemployed and I ba.d a Job'

Did HELLER write those things up hlmself"
personally or did somebody do 1t. I’or h.un"

my help.
Were they typed up"
Yes,in the begzinning. 3 When HELLER would have- the “thing"1

-its minate form, I would get a sample of the materlal a.nd VER.A
: would type it up.

OVAKDTAN?

YWell, we didn't get very i‘a.r m.th that proaect reallypbecause
OVAXIUMIAN cut. 1t. short. llus went on for a per::.od of weeks 2 ;
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we were tryo.ng to do a very thorough Jjob and a very complete; JOb.v w
So OVAKTMIAN came around to VERA's house'one night.. I:ithink it wasy
. by appomtment. I am pretty sure it was g a.lt.hough I can*t be pos::.t:.v

e u “qh .

OVAXTLUIAN ca.me to V‘ER.A'S apartment'?

Yes, , he lme‘. it.
being done. Heasked her for the rouﬂh notes and material and: ‘the’ s
+ "technical data. sheets. - He wanted’ the .whole thn.ng An one ~1ump.. o"We ‘~‘
- tqld him, "¥ell, if you take it that way, it won'tmean very much.

"-5dq he sa:.d, "Oh,-the hell with.that. We!ll figu:re it out when we g
i, Don't worry what we want it for. We'll vrite it ‘up and’ we'll-;.
fiure it out." He said, "It isltaking too long this way. - We canyi
put a lot cf people to work on it and if there 15 any'thn.ng we wa.nt. ]
to know, we will ask you later." ¥

Now you, HELLER and VERA KAKE were all collaboratlng .on
this project. - Vas theie anyone else tnat ass:l.sted you on this :
project? ' :

v No.

*did she not"

Yes, I might mention that she was not too sympathetlc to«tl;e: 2
idea of us going to the Sovn.et Union and she didn't appear:to be:tooys: it
syx:'pathetlc to the whole thing, although raised no.serious obaectlons.g‘
As I interpret her actions and remarks and so on at this late’ date,- mfs’;
she thouvzht that it was a lot of .fool:.shness. She didn't dlscou.rage_
it but she didn't encourage :Lt
a.n,,"thlng else.

So then OVAKILIAN came and took all the notes and then,.

P
ﬂ“

He said trat they would flgure it” out ask any quest:l.ons,,
and prepare the samples themselves. I believe that a photocopy was:
rade of the whole thingz and sent to the Soviet Union in .1ts rough“'
form; photocopied and let them figure 1t out there.
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the whole thing back anc gave it to us in a matter of a few

-

Q. Yhere did they bring it back, to VERA KANE's a : mantagalilte

a Bl el ey ;

. -

A. No, I believe they gave it to HELLER or I:m a"re‘s_tau;'elt.nﬁf:;:
Perhaps he did bring it to VERA KAIE's apartment. . . . ¥=l:75}k O0us
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Who would turn them over to OVAKIMIAN, HELLER? Where?

# couple of times we went to the offices of Amtorg and then OVAKIMIAN

sugeested that we meet at a restaurant after he was done with his work,

So, we generally met on a streetcorner or in a restaurant in a specified

place. He was quite unreliable and so we were never sure that het!d be .
there, . ..

Gi‘e~mc examples .of some of the restaurants that you met him,

Geperally, expensive restaurants, I don't recall at this time, any special
reStaurants, except LUCHOS's on 1lith Street, and generally, he preferred
restaurants firther uptown, btut never cheap restaurants, :

In other words, the three of you; you, OVAKIMIAN and HELLER, He paid for
the meals? .

-

Yes,

Pid he ever offer to pa2y you for furnishing this information about NOPCO?
Not a cent,

During this pericd, was HELLER ever employed anywhere?

I can't be absolutely certain, but I believe that he had a job for a ‘i-;_f‘ .
few weeks with an envelope ccmpany, Not a technical job, R
Did he furnish any information from his past places of employment, along
lines whi:h you were currently furnishing at that time?

No he didn't. I'm sure of that because he didn't have any sources of
information availzble. His jobs have not been important enough that he
could heve collected any information and that was how HARRY became in-
volved later, to get 1nformatlon that HELLER knew existed, but which he
didn't know himself.

How many times do you estimate that you saw OVAKIMIAN all together?

I can't tell definitely. It's almost impossible to tell at all. My .
general imoression was that it was not many., At the most, ten or twelve.
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Q. Was HELLER always present when you met OVAXIMIAN? ' h ':w
A. He was always present up until the last few times.
Q. Over how long a period of time?

A. It couldn't have been too long a period of time., Certainly not o e
moye than six months, Cov i

Q. THs was in 1933 or 193k - period around ihere? B

A, Yes, to the best of my memory. You can check that from the ...
That's why I wanted the Party book,

Ca This was just after you left the Ccmmunist Party?

D R uba bk -ad b

A, Yes,
‘Q. that took place then? What was your next step?
4e Vihat was the question again?

C. «hat transpired following this? Wwhat was the next step in your
invelvement with the coviets? .

A. Tie kept pressing OVAKIMIAN for an idea as to when we could go to the
Soviet Union and he always gave evasive answers. He said that it would ;.
take time to arrange; becacce there was no diplomatic relationcship with . -
the Soviet Union and travel was difficult was one excuse, or that he
hadn't made the final arrangements over there and that he would have to . .. .
have the job set for us; something t o that effect. In other words, there- ‘ !
was always some kine of excuse. s <

Then, about that time, HEILER's relationship with VERA became rather

o strained and hc became very irritable and impossible to get along with,

3 B and so OVAKINIAN noticed this as well as the rest of us who were asso-

) T ciated with him. He started to drink quite a bit during that period.

3 Firally, he left VERA KANE and got an apartment. It was inthe same .
L general ncighberhood. I'm inclined to believe at this time, it was, S
L I can't recall the exact address; I think it was Hudson Street, about

N 510 or 512. He had a job with a celluloid corporation,

I i
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Did HELLER continue to work with the Soviets after he departed from T Sl
VERA KANE's apartment?

No, because OVAKIMIAN asked me what was wrong with him; why the cause Be
of this irritability, and_general emotional instability-and excessive. - =" _ -
drinking, and so on, So I told him my personal opinion and OVAKIMIAN - . - .

said they couldn't do with a character like that, T

Yoy personal opinion was that HELLZR was unsta‘ble, neurotic? Did he i
drgp..s - W

Tolthe best of my knowledge he did and fron everything HELIER said, he
did drop him. :

Now, your own activity.

There followed a latent periods It didn't last too long, in which o
OVAKILIAN didn't see me, It was perhaps a period of two monthse

A period of inactivity? ' '

Yes, pbout two months I would say, and that's purely a guesss Then I -7 . ..
don't know how the contact was re-established. I may have called L
OVAXIMTAN or he may have gotten in touch with me by a pre—arranged method.

I don't know, IR

Just what pre-arranged method would you have had? CLa :“"5 S

If it were pre-arranged method, we would have met in a restaurant or on’ a -
streetcorner at a certain time,

You did have such arrangements with OVAKIMIAN? I

A few, not many, Generally they were arranged by telephone, He would -
call KANE's apartment, generally. o

He would locate you through VERA KANE? He would call her apartment and -
leave a message for you to meet him on a certain date? T

Yes, L e

VZR4 KANE was aware of this, was she? She took the message I presume?
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A. YeS. . r .- . R
Q. You met OVAKIMIAN after a two month period of inactivity?
A, Approximately. Thatis a guess, Tien we got together, I don't know - -

how, ¥then we did meet, he said he wanted me to mect a friend of his .-
who was cne of his men, and we walked along the street. I don't know - .. R

where it was anymore. I'm inclined tc think tkat it was someplace . .. \
negr Amtorg. Ve walked several blocks and this fellow was walting L.

ang§ that was FAUL PETERSIN, L

e

Q. Did OVAXIMIAN introduce you to PETERSEN?

A. Yes, he introduced me, I haven't seen pictures of PETERSEN in these .
pictures you showed me, o :

Q. Now, PAUL PSTERSEN - can you give a description of him? '

A, He was Slavic type, and stocky but not fate I think he was less than - .- : :
5'8", probably about S!'7"; that's only a guess — he was not a tall man;. .- "
very slightly shorter I believe, than average, Average is 5'84" isn't ~ .
it? That's all I have to go by. 4 man, I would guess, to have been at 1
that period, abeut 45, perhaps younger. I'm sure that he wasn't older, - .
A slight accent, btut it was irrelatively slight; that is, he couldn't
have massed to be a native born American but pretty close to ite

N e - R NN AR LA B
CULAETIE s

C. Did OVAIIMIAN stay with you after he introducsd you? L ‘:'_’,.“':'; o
: A« I think the three of us had dinner together. In any event, that was the "
‘ last time I saw OVAKIMIAN, SEUCE
Q. That was in 19347
e T think it was. - - ) '..' ,
Q. what did PAUL PZTERSEN discuss with you on that occasion?
A. The first thing was that PLTERSEN wanted to assure himself of several . N
d things. He asked whether I was a member of the Communist Party amd I =~ . - |
4 told him no, that I'd dropped cut and he wanted to know the period of Lo
A time I have been out, So I told him whatever time it was, a year or so Ce
;i I puess, at that time - a little over., He said that that was very good
' because he cculdn't be associated with any members of the Communist Party ''''' :
.._S: A _:_ - 3
24 NP
) :
!
,, “
B -~ R
'(I" — 26 - .4 . ' ‘».‘"E .-p "-‘,. ’
!“ . . "4‘. Y .
b - - — -
[ T e i e S i e S L R i e o e e N I i ogiea i
IR 22 - AN SESET A ATt S R S e e e RN e D e

PO T PRV VIR YL PR 3

’
Ry )
T TULL e 6 geaet Yo~

r 0
"
A3 . K
.. : N N
e o’
.5\, pS Ty
¢ Q. -
T u.} . .
Bea Dy ol
Rl SN N .
‘;f ,-é“ ’ N
L 3
o, B s -
: P - -
B
- o w0 et e DI - . PO s -~
3’ Pia X b‘——%t“‘:v" ,-—4tnb'-‘r'~-~ P e 4‘-._“. M o
« - 173 i - -\" - .
U It e " y . ‘. - -v :.A.._ R F" _h-;-‘,
.-a D N - - - LRl
’ .t . ao - -~ ‘y‘ - - U . e
.
3




sy B Sy S U S U R

or any known mcmbers of the Comrunist Party, and as a matter of fact,
I wanted to stop at a news stand and buy a copy of the “New Masses.® Jo -
He was very angry at this and told me I had to stop buying or reading ~ ... .
any radical literature. a T

Was PETERSEN attached to Amtorg or other Soviet establishment? Cern R

I don't knowe I thought he was at first, but now I don't believe he = .t~ - .
vwa§ attached directly. I think that he had some sart of connection . -~ - |
ofycourse, with the people in Amtorg, but he was definitely .... e
whereas, OVAKIMIAN had no sort of ..o I don't know whether he was an

employee of Amtorg or note I don't think so, but of course, they had

a way of contacting him,

What was the first task to which PETERSEN assigned you? Was anything
said between you and PETERSEN about your job proposition?

I brought it up. I asked him when I was going to be sent to the Soviet . -.
Unions So when he said that he didn't know, he would inquire, but in the -
meantime 1 could be of value on some other things and so I asked him, - . :
naturally, what things and he said, well, they needed the answers to a ~
lot of questions and they thought that I could help them. He suggested

that I vwork on these problems on a consulting basis,

Vihat was your understanding of that phrase, consulting basis? R AP
Viell, that I would be assigned specific jobs which I would do for money,-n
laboratarJ jobs. He asked whether I had a laboratory of my ovm. I told
him no, but I had laboratory facilities available. I asked him the nature»i
of the work and he said that it was in connection with the work I was do~
ing, so that it wouldn't réquire too much time, He assigned me a few
specific problems, As I recall, the one problem was - he wanted a demulsi-.
fier or petroleum emulsions that are controlled underground, That seems to’
be the problem in petroleum, breaking the oils So I looked up some infor-
.mation in the library in breaking emulsions and I did a few simple experi-.
ments and I gave him the recultss He didn't seem too much interested one .-
way or another in the reportec, ‘

Did he make an offer of payment for that? B

Yess So he asked hew much he owed me and I told him he didn't owe me
anything; this was just a personal favor, and so on, 1 didn't want mone e :
for it because frankly, it wasn't worth very muche So he said, well if I ;7% . |
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didn't want money, hs would make me a present, What did I want, So .._."'._.,_'».
I'm ahead of the story again.

Before HELLER was out of this picture, he was extremely enthusiastic to - . '~
continue in this sort of thing, hoping that we could get to the Soviet .-
Union quickly that way and OVAKIMIAN had asked us whether we had any ~ 7
friends that could supply similar information. So HELLER had suggested
thdt since HARRY COLD was working back at Penn .Sugar and they had a -~ '
nugber of processes for making solvents at their subsidiary, the Franklin
grican, perhaps he could supply those as the laboratary work on these ™ ' -
précesses was done at the Philadelphia Laboratory. So, he.contacted
HARRY. He knew HARRY much better than I did in those days. They were
both living in Fhiladelphia, He contacted HARRY and asked HARRY ....

Q. VWait a minute. At this point, had HARRY gone to Holbrook and then come :
back to Penr Sugar? e

"A. That's right.

Qe In other words, that is the latter part of 1934 at this stage? _

A, Thatts right. So HARRY indicated his willingness to HELLER and HARRY %
came to New York and I'm a little bit confused as to just what happened '
precisely, but I don't think HARRY ever met OVAKIMIAN, I think that I .
introduced him to PAUL PETERSEN, At least that's my recollection nows

Q. Prior to the time that you took HARRY to meet I’E‘I’ERSEN, did you tell HARBI
who PETIRSEN was?

SRR Y

As Yes, I believe that I dide He had known that we were planning to go to .
the Soviet Union if we could and he felt that he had had a2 raw deal from . -
Penn Sugar before when he had been let out, so I told him he could help *
the Soviet Union in this way and that perhaps, he could go there himself
if he wanted to and get a job. I don't recollect any more, but if you
ask me specific questions now, perhaps J could recall.

Q. Vhat were the circumstances of tiis meeting when you introduced HARRY to -
FETERSEN. Vihen and where? . ;

A. Wwell, it was in bew York and I believe that we met in a restaurant or per- -
haps it was a streetcorner by pre-arrangemcnt. I brought HARRY and
PETERSEN was there. There was onc chiracteristic about PETERSEN, that - - -~ 7 -
I have seen in very few pcople. That is, he was punctual almost to the .~ - .
second, for an appointment. ®©c it was never very difficult to meet him :
That was quite different from OVAKILIAN's habits,

~ '.:.' ‘
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Then you had arranged to meet with PETZRSEN in New York. You took e
HARRY with you, did you? ' o

Yes. Before I took him, he asked me to write 2 sketch about HARRY,
what I knew about him, I didn't know too much. I prepared it.

Yoy or HilLER submitted that to YETERSEN then'

Thit's right. I don't think HELLER did, but as far as I know, HELLER ., -~ -
neYer met PETLCARSEN, although I can't say positively that he didn't.

I'm not clear on one thing., Now, is HELLER the one that thought of
HARRY GOLD?

That's right.

HFILER never had any dealings with PETERSEN., You were dealing with
PETERSEMN at that time?

Well, the e vents took place almost simultancously -~ the dropping out o L
of the picture of OVAKIMTAN and my meeting PETERSEN and my introducing .
HARRY GOLD to PETERSEN, It was within a very short period of time,

In other words, HELLER at the outset of this new deal was in, and after_ia.:A?_.‘
you developed HARRY GOLD to the point where you were going with him, he ... ".-
dropped‘.’ Lo

o
Yes. ..

Did HELLER know that you knew PETERSEN?

I think co but I'm not certain. He must have knowm. I don't see how
he could help it. '

Did HELIER expect that you would introduce HARRY to OVAKIMIAN or
FETERSEN,

To OVAKIMIAM, I think,

Did yon tedil IIARKY 3QLD that you were going to intrcduce him to a Soviet
Agent? '

»

A. I told him I believe, that I was going to introduce him to a representg_:~.]:{_'
tive of Amtorg and in the beginring, 1 assumed that FETERSEN was that, .i:-..
and that he chould zive this information to him to help the Soviet Union, - :: : !
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You persuaded EARRY to turn over the information that he should get
in to him?

I don't think I persuaded him. I think HELLER persuacded him,

Were you present at any time, that HELLER talked to HARRY GOLD about it?

Not in the beginning as that took place in Philadelphia, ST

Pojyou know that HELLER is the one who prevailed upcn HARRY to come up “:-j.

and see you in order to meet with the Soviets? ST

I think so, yes. Because after HARRY went back to Philadelphia I hadn't
any further contact vith him again until he came up on this business,

Even though-OVAKIMIAN told you that he was no longer interested in HELLER,
HELLER still kept trylnb?

That'e right.

He vwras viorking on GOLD even though the Soviets were no longer interested
in hin? Is that correct?

I velicve thatt's ccrrect, yes.

And he develored GOLD to thz point where he had come to you for you to Ji-';;
introduce him to the Soviet Agents? R

YC‘S. .

What took place between you, PAUL PETERSEN and HARRY GOLD?

We had dinner together and we didn't discuss politics or activity or
anything elses, That was a get togcther and acquaintance, and PETERSEN
an¢ GOLD had made arrangements as to where they should mect,

In your oresence?

I think it was in my prescnce, yes.

The arrangements to mect were made in your presence?

I'm sure they weres . '
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. _{"':.-'“'-: Qe VYuring that conference of the three of you at the dinner time, was R
NS S anything said at that time, of HAPRY GOLD furnishing information to L '
SN S0 the Soviets about the processes of the Penn Sugar Company?

e A, I believe, but I can't be sure. I believe that we discussed it very :

S SRR briefly but PETERSEN didn't want tc discuss it in my presences My im= '~ -

R pression was that he was inclined not to discuss HARRY's work nith me, . % . "

LA injmy presences . A . Lo
s Q. Difl you ever mect with PETERSEN and HARRY GOLD a second time?

; A, To the best of my recollection, I nmever met them together after that. - -

S I have an indirect meeting for thinking that I didn't, and that is .

TS thzat PITERSEN was extremely cautious and he was very much opposed to any

. e social meetings in the nature that we had with OVAXIMIAN, g s oL
, -Q. at what stage did PETERSEN tell you to cease your friendship with GQLD? : B :

:;'. . A. It was perhaps a wcek or two weeks afterwards. ¥as not a long period.

‘~ ; Qe It was after the original meeting between the three of you?

b A+ Yes. Occasionzlly I did sec HARRY and he generally came to my apart- = =
% 3 ment and at work, but this was very infrequent and he told me that he < e
7 3F. - had been told alco, that he should drop all ccntact with me and he said:- ‘oz <

E§ that - something to the effect that PETERSEN thought that it was danger-

- ous, FPETERSEN told me the same thinge ISRV A

o 00y 7. Did HARRY say PETERSEN? '

-y A, Yes, I think so, beczuse that was the only one that we knew mutually, g

PERTTE The only agent that we knew mutually that we were aware of,

1 Qe Well, now, you introduced him as PAUL PETERSEN?

A. That was the only name I knew him by, .
Cryge . You introduced him to MARRY by that name? T

: ie Yes, e :
f ;: Qe Tihat was the next thing that PETERSEN took up with you after you intor-. - . _ o
' duced GOLD to PETZRSEN.- Se T T
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Can you elaborate on that? .

The question of activity and payment for it. He told me that he was & °
gcing to ask me to do come things, scme jcbs that had to be done and o
that I would be paide So I told him that I didn't want to be paid but

my payment would be the being sent to the Soviet Union to work. He

discouraged as much as possible, even discussing this business of going o

to the Soviet Union. He told me that there were morc important things
to,te done here and since there were jobs to be dene here and few peopls |
toddo them, that I'd have to stay here, at least for a while, !

Yog say, so many important jobs to be done and so few people to do them? ..

viell, T understood that it was espionage work, to contact people and get
inforration from them and turn it over to him. He said that there were -

a lot of sources of information in this country and he had soms people ' -
that were willing to give information but he couldn't handle the contacts:
himself. So he said that he would take care of the financial end and if =~ .
I wouldn't accept money for it, that there were other ways he would pay -+
me and that he would certainly pay expensesy and that he would certainly
pay any expenses involved and that he'd see that 1 got anything in the .
nature of a little luxury that I might want as a gifte So I told him that -~ ~
my salary was adequate to live in the style to which I was accustomed and
thet I didn't particularly care for luxuries. He suggested books and I . ., -
said yes, I like books. : : R

N ..

..A»q_ -

I believe, but I'm not certain, that the samec sort of discuscsion had taken
place with HARRY because HARRY had brought me a2 set of books one t.i.me, that
PETERSEN -had asked him what I would like as a gift. R

I had a diecussicn with FETERSEN about not wanting to be engaged in ;
espicnage work, so he didn't press the point at that time, but he talked .
to HARRY about what sort of things I liked and did HARRY know of any books
that I wanted or anything else. So HARRY told him that I would appreciate
a set of tocks cn "the Chemistry and Technology of 0il Fats and Waxes", by
LEFKOWICH. That's a2 very old standard work published tyMacmillan. So he
gave HARRY a set of the books and he gave m: a set. .

‘ Q. Do you still have that set?

A, I still have it.

Q. Where is it?

A. That's in storage, el )

-, - !
-~
_32- R

——r— N R T TN T W\“‘V’V‘T“*\W‘-

e o P o .

. % s -t N \"_"“ R .:;T"i'\:' "" N pr—\P =3 ;; A S . A .,
N~ PNt "‘.-“;’;.-." Y ‘-‘\A’ _-"‘_/"\1&:‘-',,*__: d.”-_‘.;’.m‘ C"l".."/"’" “*‘, WW#{MW' / ,:!ﬂ'-. .
. : ) ARV - K

—pe —— — . — " Q.‘,v‘ :

. ———r -

” "y

L e e, _.rr PR
RV MR IR A RS b—':;..-\

P s-&&‘"" "‘w—* Tt o -«-_v e =S Sy

R TN S W PN LR TS
MR g PR 4 "‘ - < i v " . TR}




Q. !llow mamy volumes arec there to it?
A. There are three large volumes and onc suppiementa.ry volume,

Q. Did he give you that in person himself? o, :

. e .
- -

A, I can't be sure, specifically how I acquired it. HARRY may have given “. ' ..
it to me, He didn't I'm suwre. He didn't brirg it or he may have given .-
HARRY the cash to buy it. I think perhaps that s how it happened. HARRY > -, .
bought two volumes. - .

——

&
.

TOMJ Just for the sake of making the record clear, when you refer to
HARRY, whom do you mean?

A, HARRY GOLDe So then there followed a period again where PETERSEN gave
nme small problems to work out for him, These consisted principelly of -
making emulsions of various types of mineral oil. Quite triviel problems = '
nothing involved, : :

. Q¢ One question before we get into that. You say PETERSEN wanted you to K
contact other people who were sympathetic to the Soviet? He gave you same
books as a reward for what you were to do? Just who did he tell youto - =~
contact and where did you get in touch with him? ' .

it c———— -

A, He used to call mc on the phone at x:w apartment and make an appointment .

to see me at a pre-arranged place, He never mentioned places on the "
phone or dates, but that was pre-arranged and in case something happened -
that either of us couldn't be there, we had an arrangement for a second. .
meeting or even a third. He was going to supply the people who could =~ 7.
give information. That wasn't up to me anymore at this stage, and he also *
asked for biographical sketches of people that I kmew, one was he wanted °

a sketch of HELLER, “ ;

i ———

Q. He asked far a sketch of HELLER and you furnished that? e, ‘
A. Yes, I furnithed that and he asked for a sketch of VERA KANE and I furmish- |
ed that, T :

Q. Did he ask for any other people specifically? o i

A, I don't bclieve so. This thing came about in this way, He drew me out in
a cocnversation as concerns these people, when we took a very long walk in -
Central Park. Tol.
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Q. Would it be customary far you to meet in Central Park? ‘ :
A, No, Then at the end ..s Incidentally, he asked for a sketch of
myself too and I prepared that. At the end of this walk, he told me '
that he wanted me to put everything that I had said in writing,
Q. About yourself? .
A. rbdut myself, about HELLER, about VERA KANE, and I believe, about .
HARRY GOLD. :
Co Now, he asked you 2lso to submit sketches on other friends of yours? .-
A, Yes, a few, '
G. Anyone specific? ‘
"_A. On the fellow that I had an apartment with, ERNEST SEGESSEMANN. : .
. . . ,
Q. Did you submit on2z on him? T
Le Yes. .
Q. VWhe else? ] "‘
A, Dr. CARL T. STEX. S
Q. 4nd who is Dr. STEIK? o o
.A. Dbr. STEIK was my boss 2t the time, who was Director of Research for
the National 0il Products Ccmpany. He was Russian born, which seemed
to have a lot cf significance with PETERSEN,
Ce Now, who elce?
A, That's about all I can remember at present. If Irecall anymore later
I'11 tell you,. i
Qs Now, you said PETERSEN was going to give you names of people that you :
were going to contact. Now just who are scme of the people that he gave? -
A. He didn't give me any in this pericd because 1 was hesitating about doing )
8 this sort of work in the first place, and I always had'a very logical AT
reason as to wiay I couldntt take a trip for him, Y ;
8 o o
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Qs This period is around 1934? This was around 193L or 1935, is that
correct?

A, lYes,

Qs At that time, he did not give you the names of anyone that you were
to contact for him to secure information?

A, N

Q. Yoh did submit by roush sketches onAKANE, STEIx, HELLER, and Yyourself,"
MAlso SEGESSHIANN. Did he suggest that you attempt to recruit any of
those? Now STEIK was UVirector of the laboratory?

A. No, I didn't. He told me that my first jobwould be to join the Amerlcan T
Chemical Society and to meet important chemists and attend all the
mectings and to subscribe to technical journals of all sorts, for which
he wovld pay. In other words, to travel in the chemical circles so to
speak and to break once and for all, all the ccntacts I had with Commnists,

Yo You were to break all contacts?

A. Yes. Al)l Communist sympathizerse He also instructed me to move out fronm
SEGESSEMANN and get an apartment by myself. That was the first thing I had
to do. That was imperative. To get a place of my owmn., I told him that . -
I couldn't afford it; to live in a place like that, I couldn't pay the - ~:..
rent myself, So he assured me this rent would be forthcoming. That ex— 7'

penses were no objects T

Qs So you moved out?

2s No, I didn't move out, That was the first thing which I opposed to. I
told him that I couldn't possibly do it because my association with
SEGZSSIVANN was too close, namely, that I worked under him when I went
to NOPCO and when I had been transferred to the Research Laboratory, and
still I had known hin a long time, that he had interests in common and
the most suspicicus thing I couvld do, was to pick a fight with him and
move. I had no other reason to do it. SEGESSIIIANN couldn't have paid
the rent himself at this time, although he had a relatively large salary,
His inccme was not any larger than mine really, I mean his net income.
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Q. So you cidn't move out then?

A, I stayed on. I convinced PETERSEN that that would be the: worst thing
- I possibly could do,. .

Q. Vhy did he want you to move away from SEGESSEMANN? RO .

Ae. He isaid that these jobs that he wanted me to do far him could not be " :-.
doge if other peoplc wecre around who knew my habits and who were watch-->*
ingemc. ~He said there woulc be too many things that I would have to o

explain to SEGESSZMANI. He had reference to travel I think, making trips.

Vicll, I know he di¢, becavse he said he wantcd me to make some trips and

1 coulan't explain my abcence, He didn't want me to explain my absence,

somcthing to that effect.

Q. Up to this point, had he asksd you to make any trips?
'A. He hadn't asked me to make any specific trips.
Q. Did you subscribe to Chemical journals as he requested you to? P

ie No, I ¢id not because I tcla him that we had a technical library at the
National 0il Products and I could ......

- Qe Did you join the American Checmical Society?
K, I did not. : : .
Q. Vihy not?

A, I was opposing him. In othier words, I could very clearly see at this time . .
that I was going to %et involved in something that I didn't want to be in-
volved in, 2lthough i didn't know to what extent I was going to be inwlved.
In other words, I was co'cperating but I was reluctant. I still hoped to go .
ths Soviet Union and 1 didn't want to make him angry of course, and make
1t impossitle for me tc go. Neither did I want to be involved as being a
courier for 2 spy rings.

Q. DMNow, when you were rcquired to sutmit sketches on several people as you .
rnentioned before .... now tiicre was CARL ©. STEIK.... did he ever request
you to contact STEIK?

A. He never did but the request cams very, very many years later from this
fellow JaClls

<
>
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How about SEGESSELANN? EE

No. The reason he didn't want anything from SEGESSIANN - SEGESSEMANN -
could have added practically nothing to what I have already given. T

And HELLZR, did he ask you any further about HELLER? S A

No | SR ey
Abdut VERA KANE?

VERA K/ANE. He didn't ask anything more about her, I don't know whether

he had contacted her on his oxn or not. I was discussing this with .
HELLER on various occasions over a period of years, and HZLLER is in- L
clined to think that VERA KANE had probably been contacted by OVAKIMIAN -

or PETERSEN or somebocy. As far as I know, he didn't. oo

Does HELLER know thet you associated with PETERSEN? SO
I don't believe so. He knows I associated with somebodye o

Have you more or less, or did you far a while, more or less maintain
contact with VZRZ KANE?

Yes, for & while. . ' e .
what do ycu know about her possilble espionage activities?

I tell you no frankly, nothing at all about it. I know this about her - ;. .
sh: used to spend long hours at work, very long, and somctimes at the

point of getting only a faw hours of sleep at night. Whether that was
office work or whether it was something else, I don't know. But generally
the only time that ViRA KANE was available for a social evening or dinner
tozether, or sumcthing of that sart, would be on the weekend, '

why do you think then, possibly PETERSEN or OVAKIMIAN maintained contact
with her? L

Because of something that developed several yearc later, She seemed to
know something about what was going on but she intimated that she did,
but she didn't say what., She didn't confide in me,
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Q. when was this? What were the circumstances and when was it?
A. I lost cone..,. this will come out later in the story.

Q. You had submitted five biographical sketches then to PETERSEN. He
wanted you to join the American Chemical Society and subscribe to <. .
publications, neither of which you did. He wanted you to move out ¢
of fthe apartment by yourself, which you refused because of your
siffuation and friendship with SEGESSEMANN. To have done so, would

qs placed you in a very unusual set up wouldn't it?

A. I might supplement that, Ly saying that a lot of my acquaintances at
NOPCO knew what I was making in the way of salary and that 1 told him
that I couldn't accept any help on the rent because there again, it
would cause suspicions SEGESSCMANN knew that I couldn't keep an apart-
ment by nyself, -' ' '

4

Q. PETERSEN was satisfied with your explanation in that regard?

A, Yes,

Q. ‘that about your explznation in refusing to join the American Chemical
Society?

A. He wasn't satisfied with that. As a matter of fact, there was always :

an arguzent about that point. He told me that if I didn't develop com- . : ..

tacts in the Chemical Field, I couldn't be of very much use beceause,
after all, that was Low contacts were made, by knowing pecople and know-
ing what t.hey knew and whether they were willing to give the information, .
and that the only way that could be determined, was by going to Chemical
Society meetings or gatherings where chemists gather, and having a few N
drinks vith thems

Qe Is there anycne else on whom they askad you toaitmit a biographical
sketch beside these?

A. I &4 submit one sketch but it wasn't requested specifically, and that
was on this fellow JOE PRODSKY, whom HARRY brought around to my apartment.
and that HARRY told me to wr:.te it up, That's slightly chfferent.

Qe But is there anyone else on whom you submitted sketches at this time?

A. I don't believe so, but if I recall any I'll tell you about ite
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Qs Along the linc of your joining the ACS, did PETERSEN ever ask you to )
cultivate the acquaintance of anybody? LT

Ae No. In this period I was to make all the acquaintances I possibly S
- could and write sketches on thems He had had a few that he wanted me - N
to contact. Now, in discussing the situation in general with HARRY , I'm- :
inclined to believe that these he had intended for me, HARRY made, Lo v

Qe Why do you say that? R
A, Heidid come to see me quite frequently. I won't say frequently, itwas - i
a matter of four or five months or so perhaps, but I did see him occasion-
ally, This is back in the period of 1935, around there, and this was in
violation of course, with the instructions that we botk received. I had
a feeling on a couple of occasions, if this is of any importance, that
perhaps HARRY was actually scnt to see me to see what was the matter with
me, “hy I wes reacting the way I was, I got this impression because of
. questions thzt HARRY used to ask me. For example, HARRY tried to convince
- me to join the Amecrican Chemical Society. He had joined anl he trded to. -~ ~
convince m2 to belong too, and he couldn't see any reason why I ddn't, . .-
So I had that feeling on a couple of occasions, that HARRY was acting not. °
as an individual, but he was acting on instrucmons, not as a friend,
That brings up somethinz else which I went to cover later but not at this ...~
point because it doesn't fit in the story here. This was after the Trotsky-gfj
ist Convention, . P
¢. Suppose you continue with your dealings with PAUL PETERSEN, chronologically
This was around 1935 or sco? &

A. 1935 or 1936 as nearly as I can recall, PETERSEN instructed me also, that"

there was something that I would have to do. I would have to change cer—
' tain personal hzbits that I had. Certain mannerisms in dress, because

’ they were too conspicuous. For examprle, I was never very well dressed,
not because 4 couldn't affard clothes, tut because clothes are of no im=-
porvance to me. Never have been, Viell, I always had clothes that were not - o
net worn out or anything, suits were not pressed; I wore perhaps, peculiar "+ . !
forms of dress. I refer specifically to cdark colored ties, black ties and
that sort of thinge PITERSEN told me that that sort of thing had to stop :
because it attracted attention. I told him that nobody seemed to pay any ca
particular attention to mc, lle said, yes, but they would notice me when ™  °
I'm wvith you, He said that the most important consideration in this sort ..
ol activity is that you're lost in the cowd, that there is nothing outstand~ . -
ing about you. I never wore a hat either, winter or summer, because I - )
don't like hats, first of all, and sccondly, .I always lose them, so I had :.
instructions specifically to stai't wearing a hate In other words, to became -
more one of the c rovd, NN
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Q.

A.

Did this extend to your personal life? Did they tell you to keep
away from forming close friendships?

Yes. I had instructions not to farm any friendships at all on a close
social basis, but to get a wide acquaintance. The wider the better and
all chemists, that is, not to bother vdith general acquaintances but to

form as wide an acquaintance with chemists as possible, but to form no "

e acqualntanc"s. Particularly, he wanted me to go to ACS conventions
jmcetings out of town, and they weren't interested in my attending any
ings in Newark at all, because there I would meet people who would
mg and see me more often, but I should meet people at conventions,

used to periodically take place

Did he specifically say he would take care of your expenses?

Lo

Yes,

in places in Atlantic City, Chicago, p

oy p———

Viith any of these fellows, there was never any question about taking ,:3

care of exprenses. Of course, I don't know to what extent that would have

gone.

“Then during this period, PETERSEN had t ried to find out more }1%

Qe
A.
Q.

A,

abtout my interests, both from myself and presumably from HARRY, and he
offered me a typevriter, a microscope, and other gifts of that sort, and-
he actually gave me a camera.
Do you still have that camera?
Still have it.

YWhere is it?

It's at the Srruce Chemical Company.

I don' bave the spacific camera

he gave me, but I have one I traded it for,.

traded it in for a Contax 2.
tocks and some laberatory apparatus,

preeumably to use in tke wark he wantcd me to do.

He gave me a Contax 3 and.I
He gave me some other gifts of technical
small things:

flasks and what not,
This laboratory work

2lthough the na

¢ of it was so trivial that these gifts could be con-

Q.
Ao

O A G

cidered as brlberg.
Could you estimete the value of the gifts that you received? -

It is pretty hard to estimate exactly. ~rerhaps...well, the camera was
worth about 3$250.00; supplementary equiprment was worth about $100.
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during tkis period? L

The nature of the material that he wanted during this period was that

he wanted me to make contacts with chemists anyplace and get processesse.

I telicve that he had turned over the contacts that he had for me to

HARRY GOLD becauss I believe that HATRY turncd out to be a more willing -~

wofker and a more energetic worker, that I was hesitant, and always had -
e xcuse. So on a couple of occasicns he really put great pressure on:.

m

what way?

Py threats. First veiled threats then open threats, The veiled threats
concisted of statements such as, in the Soviet Union this would be con=-
sidered trezson. Later he tcld me that I was either going to have to
cooperate or take the conscquences and so on, so I tcld him I'm trying to--
cooperate but there are certain things that I couldn't do, I asked him-

ithat ook place from ihis reriod - from the period of 19352 . R

The next development was that the pressure became very much greater. He
told me that he wes tired of this waste of time and this stalling, and -
that he had hics job to do as well as I did, and that personally, he wasn! t
going Lo tolerate any more. 30 he tole me that I was behaving as a g
traitor to the Cfvnet Unicn and that things were going to change. Of
ccurse, the more these threats came, the more I was scared, naturally,

He mentioncd a couple of specific examples in these th:eats. I can't re—
call just what they were now, but they were things about newspaper inci-
dents of things that happencd to Scviet citizens,

Just what did he went you to do, that he was threatening you?

Fe wanted me spccifically to follcow through these jobs that he had out-
lined for mes To join the American Chemical Society first of all, make
contacts and t o get information for him. <£ach time, out of fear, I
promised that I woulcd take the course of action and I didn't take it
Frankly, I didr't know what to do. It was onc of those situations when ..
it seemed very difficult to determinc the course of action, when ycu feel
yourself being trapred into somcthing involuntarily, I felt that he did
have encugh on me that if he wanted to use it zgainst me, I coulc probably

What was the nature of the material that you had to furnish him :?,;;l

have a lot of troutle, S

what were the conscquences. He said he would let this up to my 1mag1nntion.;
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Therefore, you had to do a certain amount of cooperation with him?

I had to promice him cooperatlon. It reached this point, where I couldn't -
avoid the issue any longer and then this business with HARRY GOLD, I had-:
the feeling that perhaps he was reporting back to PETERSEN about me or "; j;",
to gomebody else. I started to tell HARRY GOLD stories about my activity:

in § very mysterious way, that is, I told him that I was very busy and I ; ’?? .
ha better not discuss it, the specific things. He agreed to that, so . SRR
1 wbs groping around fer something that I could do. Do

PSR

I missed this ultra-violet light in the suitcases That happened before,
Let's pick it up.

After the job for 1OPCC was finished, this was 193L, I mentioned in a

general conversation that destinghouse Electric had brought out a new
ultra-violet light called the Westinghouse Black Lamp and asked PETERSEN

if he was 1ncercsted. I was trying to find something to do without taking
these trips., So, PETERSEM said he was very much interested and would like - ..
to have ones So I purchased 2 bulb, and a reflector, and the transformer -
that went with it, and at the next mceting I acked where he wanted me to -
btring it to him or how he wanted ite He said, no he wanted it in a2 bax e
or a suitcase, So I purchased a cheap suitcase and set the thing up in -
a suitcase so that he would just open the suitcase and it would be all’
ready to operates He didn't explain specifically why he wanted this but .

of course, I knew, There wasn't any question, it was one of those things
that cidn't require any explznation to me, because I knew that ultra-
violet light could be used for secret writing,

Did he indicate that he wanted it for himself or to give it to scmeone?
The impression that I had without having him state it specifically, was
that he warted it for himself, If he intended to give it to anybody he
didn't tell mc, but of course, he wouldn't anyway because he told very
little about himself or his activities,

I: instructed you to prepare the suitcasc?

Yes.,

Wtho madc the purchaces? ‘ J‘tg»:fajl"
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Q.

A,

Qe

A.

Q.

A.

I made the purchascs.
Did you pet HARRY COLD to assist you? 3‘ .

I didn't get HARRY to assist me. If I interpret your question specifi-. .
cally, but IL*\.RRY did assist me, This is how it came about,
appointment to meet PETZRSEN and give it to him on a Monday and I intend-..-
ed{to work on it over the weekend and finish it up. It was not a big :
jo§. I had tho tocls 2% home ard so on, to do the nocessary work. HARODY-~
caflle tc visit mc and 1 believe it was unpremeditated., He just dropped . .-
in. I didn't know quite how I was going to finish it anyway because I
couldn't be-sure that SEGLSSEIAANN would be out for the weekend., I

probably had intended to take it to my laboratory and work on it over the
weckend and finieh it there. Of course, I couldn't take HARRY there, so

I had the job to finish and HARRY was there, There wasa't any kerm in
telling him what it was and what it was for and so on,
go to a hotely, md finish the job there.

What hotel?

Well we discussed the hotel,
register in & Newark hotel because somcone might recognize me wlo knaw

I hzd an apartment in Newark and why take 2 hotel in Newark, So we went
to liew York. We registered in the Hotel Chelsea, at, I think it's on .
23rd Street near Tth Avenuc, T Lol

You're sure it's the Chelsea?

It is an o0ld hotel which I think is believed next door to
the Carteret. The reason that we chose that particular hotel, was' that
VERA KANE's hotel was next door, She lived in the Carteret at the time
and I thouzht we could drop in and see her socially.

I think so.

You went to the Hotel and the two of you put it together, is that true?
That's right.

Vid PETIRSEN give you the specifications?

No, he left that entirely up to mes So we finished the job and we had the
suitcase containinz the equipment to bte built into it and we had another
suitcase with a few tcols in, The job was finished and I checked it in, I
believe, the Permsylvania Statione I took the other one with the tools in- _, °
it and HARRY went houmc, | )

I had an e

So we decided to . , -

I thought it was a bad thing for me to LEeteia o
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LI NP
§. You checked it in the Pennsylvania Station? Why? AR )
A. That was the pre-arranged way I was to do it. To give him the check and . [
- he would pick it up. After L checked it, I never saw it again, I kept:— .
the appointment with PETERSEN Monday night; I gave him the check amd never - B
saw it. s
Q. Did{ he pay you for the expenses? = o
- v s p
+ A, Yed, he did as I recall it was §25,00 or $26,00, something like that, '~
He ¥ras very particular atout money, and so one I turned over the sales”
slips to hinm, [
Q. Did you have to give him a receipt? : ‘ L
A. In a case like this, no; just give him the sales slips. But for other *
. errenses, I had to sign a receipt. I had to itemize everything to the - T
: penny. 2y
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The pressure before this was relatively mild.

You mean 19372 £ T T
Yes. The pressure was there but it was mild. PETERSEN said that this ~°
sort of nonsense had to stop; that he had his job to do and it wasn't Low
getting done under these tactics. I'm not wording him verbatim, He 7~ =% -
had to produce so I had to produce and so I asked him what the next - =~ *
steps were. He made it quite specific that this was not going to be -,..
tolerated any more. So he said that that was up to me. He wanted me - .. ...°
jo sugzest what I should do. He mentioned the fact that I had not =" ...% .
omplied with any of his other requests. He said he was tired of PR
g$elling me and I should tell him and it better be something pretty -~ . .=-" -
good. I told him, well, I'll see if I can get you something that is ;- " . |
worthwhile. hat's of interest to you? He said everything is of oo
interest to us. There isn't any field of technical development that
we aren't interested in.

He told me how good thc Soviet technicians were and scientists, but that: .. ..
tney did not have everything yet and besides, wanted to know what was B
going .on in America. I told him, all right I'll get you some information ' -
and, so, at this period I started to manufacture information for him. ~ "' «
This is the part of the story you didn't believe before because you
did not know how I did it. I'll try to go into details as to how it

was done,

The technique was to pick some specific subject which I thought would.:f*‘ili¥€ '
be of interest to them. Leads were gotten from ordinary chemical  .:= %, . |

reading, from published literature, on syntheses of materials of any - .-~~~ " .
sort or new chemical products. Then through the published literature '+ : " 7'
I would trace all the ramifications that I could and write up a process -

for makiny the material, based on what I could read. This required

an enormous amount of work, far more than if I had contacted somebody *

and gotten it., ©“ometimes one of these projects would take weeks. It . .
required checking patents and checking on the subject index in chemical i
abstracts and reading the abstracts and sonetimes the original articles,
and sometimes getting copies of the patents or other times Just making
notes from the patents in libraries and primarily it required names.

So, in other words I had to supply the name of some individual who had .-

o— te i .

.given me this information. That is generally available on the title

of an article in 2 chemical journal. In other words, the place of
employment of the author is zenerally ziven. In other words, if a
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chemist from Atlantic Refining publishes an article, the article will bear - .
that address. That's just an example. So I used to vork these reports up . ._
into something and, of course, in order to avoid their beingz checked im . - . "o
the Soviet Union and found out to be what they were - just pure fabrication‘--}{i‘;

the thing had to contain something that was entirely original; in other words
not published in the literature or in patents. In cases where patents B
~were involved, this was relatively simple because patents always contain ™ '1’
examples of how processes can be carried out and its simple enough to take .. -
several examples and change conditions in an-insignificant way so long as -
they, follow the general trend of the invention. I manufactured new conditions, -
and phen state these conditions as specifically the ones that have been - -

conmpreially useful. SRR
After the job of writing the report was completed, then a fictitious informant ' -
was sizned to the article and generally it was somebody prominent in the o
field and conditions under which I met him were given and the conditions e
wider which I got the information were added, and also as to whether or e
not he would be available, whether he was sympathetic to the Soviet Union '
and whether he would be a source of further information. Of course, these

were always negative. They would not be available again. , T

How would you go about usually in sayinz that you met them? . 1

Moy ot

Generally through fictitious people that were supposed to be friends of .
their's and whom I knew. In other words, I was taking a chance on their

not checking too carefully or not being able to check too carefully, their .. .
not being interested in checking too carefully. It required several weeks,.. ,.

sometimes, to manufacture one of these reports, so that the initial pressure
was relieved as to producing results, but the pressure became greater for.
quantity.

oo
4

Any of these people who you alleged to be your informants, were you acquainted
with any?

Never saw a sinzle one,

Can you recall the specific names of any of the persons you used as your

allezed informants? . -
Since it was all fiction to begin with it is almost impossible to recall - N .
specific names but there was one fellow by the name of JALGER who did some

work on wetting agents and took out some patents on wetting agents. These
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patents were a331gnnd to the American Cyanamide Company. These materials o
were sold under the name of aerosols, more recently deceresol. I had the 2 S
name of the informant from the patent, JAEGER; of couroe, I had to write ., - -~ .
a trief sketch about how I met him, R

Did you ever keep copies of those?
0. Those things were written in longhand and one final copy made, L .

Did you ever keep notes so that you'd know what you submitted to them o .
and wpuld not use the same thing too often? - N

I depfnded on my memory for that.
Tidn't you keep a record of it somewhere?

iio. I don't believe that I did. I don't believe that there were any e

remaining records of those thinzs because to manufacture a report like )

that required several rewritings, each time working from the previous copy
and maxing the thing consistent. The notes were destroyed. That is, they: ...
were of no practical importance to me certainly and to nobody else because '
it was fictitious. -

“hat about the names, didn't you think you would have been afraid of being'f

tripped up? S
That ha;pened on a few occasions. That will come up in the story. R T

1 had to create everything in these technical reports even backgrounds, -~:;-$-27= .
and so on, and that was a matter of imagination. So I tried to make the.. i %
thinzs technically as sound as rossible for the reason that I knew that :-:_iflf“ﬂf
sooner or later they would be tried in the Soviet Union and that if the RS
information were inaccurate, I would be responsible, NN

11
1a %
.

id you ever try them out here before you sent them over?

Occasionally it did roquire a few simple edperiments, but pgenerally in )
chemical literature tiic published material is quite accurate, more so if -
its taken from the journals and less so if its taken from the patents.,

ratents are written in such a way <enerally that the idea is protected .
without giving too much specific information for the use of a possible S
infringer. Since we're on this specific exarple, the deceresol process '
apparently worked in the way that I had written it up because I was compll-
mented by PETZRSEN on obtaining information on such a useful material,
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Q. “hat is deceresol or aerosol? Is that a disinfectant?

A. No. That's a wetting agent. It's the sodium sulfonate of the dioctyl.’if” S
ester of maleic acid. S A

Q. In other words, its a preparation that is used simply to cause reaction
- between two other chemicals°

A. Ro. Deceresol is used to lower the surface tension of water. It makes x;;?

watef wetter. o
’ I fufnished the reports. Iigw we come to the period of the Yoscow trials ..+ %
There were thrce or four of thesc reports mamufactured and then these o

I

reports gave information of what was going on in llpscow and at this point
I nzde 2 joking reference to PETZRSCN that if this was the sort of thing .-
that was goingz on in kigscow I was goingz to become a Trotskyite. As a L
matter of fact I was seriously thinking of it although I did not kmow -
too much about Trotslyite opinions. This made PETERSEN very, very angry
and ne said that if I were in Qussia and made a remark like that, I would - -

- suffer the same fate. ' :

PETIIISCN was angry when he left me and we parted without any appointment -
as to when we should meet azain. I made a few inquiries as to where the
Socialist Party Eeadguarters were in MNewark and I thought that perhaps

I would attend a few of their public meetings and try to get their
vievpoint. A few weeks later PLTERSON called me on the phone and said .
that he wanted to see me. lie met in New York and he said that it was an - -0
excellent icea for me to join the Trotskyist movement and that perhaps- '+ :":-
that was oy true sphere of usefulness. He gave me his specific instructions /7.
as to how to go about it. He gave me the names of a few known Trotskyists ' - .
in Newark.  iiowever, his records proved to be inaccurate and so 1 went e
ahead on my ovmn and by this time I had found where the headquarters of the o
Socizlist larty was and one eveninz I went to the headquarters. A few of -
the merbters were playing cards and I told them that I wanted to join the -
“ocialist Farty. These members were present and all happened to belong

to the Trotskyist faction.

Cne of inhem recosnized me as someone he had seen Lefore someplace. I also T

recognized him as being a fellow who had sold me shoes on several occasions. - -

lle was 2 shoe clerk. Vo you want his name?
g. Yes

A. IRVING RUSENERERG from Mewarlk.
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Q. Do you know what shoe store he worked in?

:U.ﬁhu'-:.

rer
A
(3

A. Yes. He worked in Cliff's Shoe Store or Cliff's Shoe Exchange. I don't . RN
know. At Yark F}acc. ) _ ' O

AR TIRNON PRl g S L RN

Q. This was in 19372 e

A. As nearly as I can recall.

Q. You were injured in larch 19382 . S

A. Thaths right. It probably had to be in 1937. It was probably in the '};;T"x:_ :
early spring or late winter because I was wearing an cvercoat at the time.- - o

Q. kEarly sprins of 1937 or late winter? The winter of 1936-377

A. Yes. I talked with the fellows for a while and then I left. ROSENBERG
said he wanted to see me again. I dropred into the shoe store ¢n many
occasions after that because it was located only a short distance from
Nationzl 0il, in Earrison. 1 passed it every day coming to and from

- work.

Q. Did you go into the Socizlist Farty and the Irotskyite work to ease the
pressure of PLTERSCH on you on the industrial espionage angle?

A, That was why, plus the fact that the Trotskyists were the only ones who
were opposing the proceedirgs in the Soviet Union,

Q. You mean you felt trat you could zet rid of some of the pressure of - “‘;_
industrial espionage if you joined the scarty in order to furnish information . .
to PCTZRSON about the Trotskyites? . e 1

A. Yes. That's rizht., I went in with mental reservations.

¢. Your main purpose, then, of going in was not to satisfy PETERSON so much ‘-
as to take off the pressure on this industrial espionage, but PETERSON is
the one who directed your activities toward the Trotskyists? He told you
how to join? '

A, Yes

¢. He was the one who pushed you in that general direction?

A. Yes. I told ROSENLERG that I had been a member of the Comrmnist Party
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at one time and that I knew quite a bit about Marxism in general and he = .-
vent to great pains to instruct me in the beliefs of the Trotskyists. LA
Within a period of a few weecks I attended the first meeting and was szgned

up as a member. PIETERSCN's instructions were that now I could be as crazy -

as I vranted to be in the matter of dress, habits and so on, but when I

met him he still wanted me to carry out his previous instructions.,

PETERSCN gave me the names of three Trotskyists that he wanted complete .
information on, One named proved to be inaccurate. I can't recall what.: [
narme it was. Apparently it was the name of somebody who had contributed. ™.  -.
money at one time or another to the Trotskyist faction of the Jocialist - .-

Party. The names of the other two people on which he wanted immediate :n

infogmation were JACK and SARAH WEBER. PLTERSON said that these two .
Trotskyites were the rost important Trotskyites in America. I did not know

of vhat role they played at the time in the Trotskyite movement but I found

out subsequently that SARAH WEBER had been TROTSKY's secretary during a =

period following his exile from Russia. I believe the exile was on an ~ ~

island off the Turkish coast. 4lso her husband, JACK WEBER, had been quite

active in a literary way anc writing for the various Trotskyist publications _ . U
sonetimes .under the name of JACK WEBER and sometimes I believe under other - =~ .
pseudonyms. | . D

Just what did you do, TC., in order to find out the identity and the :
residence? o =

I was instructed to find out what WEBER's correct name was and where he - . - o Lo
lived by any method I could, . .

How did you go about icdentifying? . ST,

I did not have much interest for this job because WEBER was very furtive -
and I soon found out by inquiring from ROSENBERG that nobody except himself,
ROSEKBIRG, in the lewark Party Inew WEBER's address and he was certainly -
not zoing to tell me. He made that quite apparent.

How did you go about “:mdlno out JACK WEBER's true name? Did you follow °
him around at all?

The pressure by FLT:InSOM became extremely great acain and because results
were not being produced, so I told him that only one person in ail of the
Newark organization knew WiBER's address and that was ROSINBERG. He, :
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therefore, suggested that if that were the case and if I could not find .~ -
it out in an easier fashion, that he could arrange for a goon squad to beat - .,
it out of ROSEWBERG. The time dragged on without any results and < ..1‘.}::
apparently he was arranging to obtain the information in his way. In order‘ S
to save ROSENBERG from bodily hairm, I made an effort to get the informaticn -
he wanted. B .

This was finally accomplished by seeing WEBER's license number, automobile - . .
license number, accidentally in one of VEBER's less-guarded moments and . C
finding out from the Department of iotor Vehicles in Trenton under whose T
name _the car was registered. R

Q. Fow id you find that out? : ' ) twil1.§_ -

A, REE always parked his car pretty far from headquarters and he took very .
roundabout routes to get there because he was an old radical and had been
throush this sort of thing before, I guess, and he took extra precautions
to conceal it but I found it out one night when he wvas in a jovial mood, .- .. .
a very rare mood for him, incidentally, and he walked along with several . =~ =~
of us after a meeting and when we separated, I saw him drive by again in"* . 27
his car. s e

Q. TG, how did you set the State Bureau of Motor Vehicles to give you the
identity of the person who had this license.

A. I called them on the phone,
Q. They gave it to you?
A. Yes . . 5J~}‘i._.:;
Q. Did you use any pretext? . ‘.KU;H:f' o
A, No. I asked them for the name and address of the person in that car. -

I gave this to PETLRSCI and he was very much disgusted with the whole thing.

He said that he had knovn weeks ago WEB:R's name and address and the only .

reason that he had kept insisting that I get it was to find out whether 1
could get anything or not and whether I actually was a Trotskylte or a

Communlst

Q. #ere you able to get him anythinz else about the WEBERS or just his name
and address? o

A. That's all and they were man and wife so SARAHM was her correct name. His ;

name was LOUIS JACOTLS and SARAU VEBER's name was SARAH JACOES.

. . ¢ i
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Q. Did PETERSON insist on any more information?

A. lot at that point. That satisfied him that I was trylng, so that took
the pressure off for a while. .

Q. Did he come back for more later?

A. lNo. Yy instructions were different then. LYy instructions were to rise:in --:
the councils of the Farty and to take a very active part in all their -
activities particularly those that were favored by the WEFERS. The reason . .
for this was that the WWEBERS were the lcading, guiding spirits of the
Trotgkyite faction in Mewark. They were the ideological leaders of the
Newagk sroup and anything which they approved of would meet with the
apprqval of the Trotskyist faction in generzl. In otker words, I was to

elall ry cues from vhat the \TEBERS said or did or proposed.

Q. ‘lere you to report back to PETERSON the policies laid down by the WEBERS?

A. No. PLTERSON was not interested in the policies laid dovm by the VEBERS.
Apparently he had some other source of that information. Hjs motive was : L
to build me as a leading Trotskyite. oo

Q. In other ﬁords you were to build yourself up in the Party? You were to
become the protege of the \WIBERs?

A. That's right. For a period of many months I had no further contact with - > .
PETERSCN, During this period my instructions were to become a leading

Trotskyite and he realized that that would take some time. .
. 1 ¢
Q. Did you follow his instructions and follow closely the leadership of the .~
VEBERs and attach yourself to them? v
A. No.. I beczme a good Trotskyite because of belief in the Trotskyist ' L."--

principles as opposed to the Stalinist principles and I made no special
attempt to rise in the councils of the Party but rather just be a rank

and file member. I was elected to a minor office, that of Branch Treasurer,
and this was relinguished at my own request because it entailed too much -
booltkeeping.

Q. This was still 1937 and the early part of 193872

Qs as it during this period that PLTERSON requested you to furnish the names }ﬁ‘. :
and addresses of the members of the Socialist Party? T
3 ) ’." .
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A. lo, That was when Lc re-established contact with me. He left me alone during v
that period. ‘ AR

® e e waae

Q. +hile you were ingratiating and establishing yourself with the Socialists
the pressure was off you as far as PETERSON was concerned? :

A. Yes. In other words, he gave me time to do the job. . Pl

Q. PETERSON gave you these instructions to get yourself on the inside of “l2-¢
the Trotskyite Party lcaders. ithen was the next time he contacted you after -
that jnstruction and what did he want from you at that time?

A. T beldeve that it was about December of 1937. I'm not sure of the date tut :f‘*
ry geheral impression is that it was the wintertime. I had nothing specifie -
to attach that date to at the moment.

Q. +vhat was on his mind around that time? ,i L

A. He said that I'd had a long enough period to ingratiate ryself, and that :_lff':
. now he wanted some action. _ ‘ v

' s

Q. Did he know that you were Treasurer?

A. Yes. I told him that I had been Treasurer and he said that was excellent. ‘
He wanted to know the followingz information: the names, addresses, places Sk
of enployment, aliases, general activities, shades of political belief, C
namely, what Trotskyist faction or sroup each member belonged to. #lso he -
wanted to know a little concerning each Socialist, namely, each acherent to e
the Second Ipternational. ' :

Q. 7You have the Socialists and the Trotskyists in the same Party and he wantedf;z:;_ !
to know whd were the real Socialists, the followers of NORMAN THOMAS? o

A, That's richt.

Q. ‘hen was it that the Trotskyists broke with the Socialist Party? Do you . .- Lo :
recall? ! "

A. I can't recall the exact datc but my Party card will indicate that because
when they broke, I was a charter member, of course, and I think that date =~ =
will bte on that card. The break was pending and it had not quite gone through .
early in 193E. CL
T complied with his request for information up to a point. Zvery functionany"
in the Party-and there were only a few, of course-who was using his correct
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nare, I supplied full information, insofar as it was generally - U

Q.

o ® 10 - MPU

A ALY

The M1l information that FITZHSCHN requested?

Yes, on the people wio were exposing themselves., This included GEORGE o IR
PRICHITAL, the Organizer, and IRVING ROSEWBERG, very active in the Retajil- -~
Choe Clerks, CIC, I belicve. I believe that was all. I told him that the - - °

. othzrs were of no possible iwmportance to him; that they were really rank =

and file mcimbers;and that there was no use in wasting time in collecting .. .
the data he requested. He azrecd with me in this to a point. He said ..
that;2t this period they were interested in the top leadership of the ’ s
Farty and that the renk and file would be of interest, perhaps, at a laterjg

dateibut that there wcre more important considerations than wasting time -
on tRem, '

You say you're gettin: tired. 4ny time you desire to terminate the
interviciw today is periectly satisfactory with us. vould you like to
conc back at another time and continue on with it? +“hen would you prefer -
to comet :
iy conveniznce is deternined not by myself but by CHARLEY BERG, He is going
to zet awfully annored at this sort of thing. I want to cooperate with .
you in every way 1 can but at least until something happens one way or
another, I've zot to hold dovm rmy job too.

«~hen would you like to continue this interview?

Let me ask you a question. How vital is the information at this time?

In other words, is it poin; to hold up anything else? Jyst tell wne IromAﬂ.Afif}'

the Lasis of what you lmow about the thing in general. Is it something
that can tale a few days?

The time is up to you. e are interested in the information you are giving. . .’
and we are anvdious to et all information of 211 kinds, ]

I11] tell yeu what I would sur~cst as beinz the most convenient for me.
I will te available cveninzs if you desire. I was going to suvgest that.
I doix't want to stall this thing too lon;. I have pressure of another

DA bt nid)

kind Irom CHARLEY DERT and I'm trying to zet rid of this pressure now,

A1l riznt, we'll be available eveninzs if you want to see us to continue
the interview,

If CHARLEY knows I cuze dovm here too much during the daytime - I can't
prevent him from knowing it, of course - then he'll bezin tc wonder about
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me and whatever is done abcub me, let him read about it in the newspapers, ™’ @
so I won't have a2 lot of questions to answer him. I spent the last couple R

of days answering questions most of the day.

I recall at one time you told us Thursday afternoon was your afternoon ,':f;l;,-;ﬂ
off from Berg. HER g

Yes, that's the day I go to ‘ranklin Institute usually. S P

Yle'1l be available then or any nizht to contimue the interview. Let's
make. the arrangement this way. Would you want to make it every evening .,
until we're done. Trat would be agreeable to us. what time can-we

expegt you? R P

I'11%tell you., I'm throuch at five actually but generzlly I have a few S
things to finish up. I would suggest that perhaps 6:30 PLf would be the
best if that does not inconvenience you.

ile'1ll be here at 6:30 P}’ tomorrow night and we can continue the intervlew
at that time. Coe T

I want to get it over myself without stalling it around too much.

We'll go on for a while now.

I'm trying to make it as accurate as possible althouzh it soes back so far ™

that there are bound
defense I have is to
stand investigation.
as well just take me

to be some inaccuracies. I believe that the only

7ive you an accurate report which will check and will *
you might.‘

If my story can't stand investigation, well,
in now.

Ue

l’&o

In addition to the individuals such as BRIGHT/AN, ROSENEERG, and the WEBERS
who else did you furnish information concerning? AR

I furnished information on the NORMAN THONAS faction in order that we could
finish with them and there would not be any further questioning. These
people were of no further interest to the Soviet espionage although they
may have been a slizht concern to the Communist Party.

Howw many Trotsiyites were thcre in Nevark? . ' - #‘
I would say, as a guess, that the total membership of the Socialist Party .
in llewark at that time was approximately sixty and many of them inactive . -
and that the Trotskyist faction contained about twenty-~five of those sxxty, PO
all active, ’
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I'd 1like to ask you.

Any peculiarities?

. . 12 - W

Of that twenty-five who were the Trotskyites, how many of those would

you estimate you subnitted sketches on to PETERSON? _‘f .;ﬂ‘

Jyst ROSEIBERG and -
Just the leaders of the faction?

Just the lcaders. ‘
You had been handled now by PETERSON since 193l

and this was now December of 1937. I believe you told us the other

day that several times PETERSON could not make the meeting with you? 'f ;t:

That{s richt. Then the appointment was kept by - I can't recall exactly. - _
I think he called himself JOHN. HKis general appearance was as follows: .~
He had Italian features althouzh I'm positive he was not Italian because

he did not have an Italian accent, probably a Slavic accent, not necessarily.

Russian,
Low old was he at that time?

He was approximately 30,

How tall? R

About medium height, perhaps. Approximately 5'7". Very thin. He could

not have weished more than 130 1bs. maximum.

Rather low forehead. I think that's what gave him the appearance of a

thuz at the time. , ;:":.

Glasses, moustache, scars or marks?

None that.I recall.

I believe his lezs were slichtly longer than normal for his height and
that he took a sli:shtly long stride,

7as he a technical man?

No

Was he here with Amtorz or any other legél establishment? A

I can't say for sure. . ‘f:

Hair, black, jet black, straight. i
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Q.

A,

° ° 35 -

Did he ever tell you anything ebout his family?

Now that you mention, he did mentlon that he was not a technlcal man ST
but he had knovm of my technical work. o

How did you get acquainted with JOHN? R

PETERSON introduced him to me as the man that would contact me when it
was necessary for him to be away. ’

You dere formally introduced by PETERSON?
Yes . ;:
flow many tinmes did you see JOIN altogether?

Altozether, perhaps not more than five or six times. I have only a vague
impression left of him as being a thug type. ’

Did you see anyone bearinz a resemblance to JOHN in the photographs you -
observed? .

No. Yy identification was definitely on the up and up. I did not recognlze '
anytody other than those I rointed out. I see I have forzotten something - ' ~*
which should have zone in earlier. That fellow whose name I could not ‘ LT
remember. He was tihe Tirst substitute for PETERSON, There was one fellow-
I said I'd seen definitely, that I'd met and knew,

Did you ever talk to HARXY about the contacts that each of you had? ' ;F- g

Tes. Ve discussed it in 2 general sort of way. That we were not supposed .. - |
to do, of course, but there was naturally a certain amount of curiosity s

in both of us as to vhether we were seeinz the same man, and we did not

discuss it fully enouzh to really ever establish that.

Tou say you can't establish thai you quite possibly had been seeing the
same man? -

ilot definitely. The only way to get that information really accurately :
is if you can show me pictures of somebody that HARRY identified definitely -
and if I can identify them, that would establish it. We never went into it -
too deeply. It was a matter of curiosity. :
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Q. Was it a fact that in those discussions you did not know your contacts : L
by the same names? . ST
A. That is undoubtedly true. That we could not establish definitely either.. ;: .. .:

The name of his contact was never the same as mine, although that would -~ i =
not mean anything as these fellows all had different names for different - * -~ .
contacts. That was one of the things we used to puzzle about - whether his - ™: .
Joe was my Jack, etc. I mirtht add parenthetically that during this IR

period I'm absolutely certain that we were not seeing the same contact R
because he was in technical espionage and I was in political espionage _
and that was departmentalized more or less. T
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k) 7
in Room 517 of the FBI Headquarters at Phlladelphla. BLACK, Agent'
WILLIAM B. WELTE, J'If.., Aszent ROBERT W. HOIMES and Stenographer JOHN ‘
. YALLZY Viere Prescnt : 7.

Tom, we are going to contlnue the 1nterv1ew from lﬁst night
You are here voluntarily and at your request. PRI g

That's rlghu.

sterday.
That's right. R .
£1) risut. There are several things that we'd like.td;gdai?
pacit into and you said tihat there are several things that you would

like to bring up that you failed to bring out. Do you want to go-.l.
ahcad?

it may be the sa ne uhlﬂ’.
Al) rigut, the association with F?ED‘HELLER was ;ne tﬁiné:

that I would like to question you about particularly.- KNow as’ Iy
recall, yesterday you said that HELLER dropped away from you around

193L.
. sure of .the exact date.
All right, now go ahead wlth'what happened.
see him again?
to a53001aue w1th hlm again.

And what were the c1rcums‘c,an\.es'>

lie called me on the phone at work one day and said fhéﬁihéq
was in Mew York and that he would like to see me and made an appoint-

D

nent to meet in a restaurant or .some place of.that sort. Perhaps he
waz in ifew York for a chemical exposition. I believe that was the*
reason for nis being there. If that were the case, then 1t would be




, in December.because the chiemical exp051tions are always held
Lo Viell, Hovember or Decerber. -

" cdntact with HEILER’

A. That's right. a

Q. Over that five-year period.
a little ahead of the story because we are really.only up to” 1937
. from what we were talking about. We talked the last tlme about the
Parkerizing process, wasn't that-in 1937‘> . '.{:;“_

A.

Q.
HELLBR reoardlng this process? . - . - - ,y~3:

A. . It mist have been. - f'._j.ng.{Hﬂ"’

@ -
A.

Q; All rizht, Tom, we'll sklp that and e ﬂlll let you brlng_ x
that up in the regular course of chronological events. - Go ahead..a;;:

A. Yiell, do you ﬁant to ask me any spec1f1c questlons?
. where did we leavc of

S Q. Y
' failed to mention up to the period December 1937 that we had coveredw FUNPE
pretty well. So if you have somethlng you want to brlng up at*thl s B
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point, I suggest you Just go back prlor to that tme

and brz.ng :.t
A, A1l right. I made some notes last mght to’ th.u:gs that :I'
had forgotten to mention.: These are not. in order so“I"ll ta )
a momcnt to get orgam.zed. T w0 e

- D

’

At one of these mecetinzs
‘_lbco.n circumcised and I told him no.
jpb for me to do with a Jewish group and that I uould have 'bo become ;1;@,,,1

.. al Jew temporarily and perhaps even marry a Jewish gn.rl.wHe would.n't‘
11 me very much rore about it than thal at the time.- -So he sa.1d “'».

I{ should make arrangerents to seec a pnjs:Lc:Lan and uce the proper'. o
precautions and get the job done. O :

I told him no, that’
required time off from work. -
February—-I did see PAUL LUTTINGER, L..D., J.n the matter. ,

. - =

-7 - PR . -

S Q.- | “Vihere is he loc;.ted" »_ e v

-.“-m. r ”'S

A. He is deceased now. He was pract:.c:x.ng in New York Ca.ty Mom
"~ at the time and the reason I went to him is that he wrote a health
column in the "Daily Vorker" and was a Party member. He said that

he didn't do any surgical work at all, just had an office practice
and he recommended that I go to see Dr. JOSEPH LANDY. Iet me get':§

my thouzhts orzanized a moment because I was 1o make thls thJ.ng ey

- accurate.
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0 I stalled this thln'r as lono as poss ble a.nd ;I was under,
- -~ considerable pressure from PEIERSON to go ahead-with it becausé:; he 2z
SN said that we were wasting a great deal of time and -there wasn't too""b$
T mich time to waste. He said that he would -have to establish a back=: ey
: -+ ground for me and that that was going to be difficult enough uithout‘ A
"' .~ stalling on this other detail. We discussed the matter of my"-
: * linzuistic abilities, which are not very great, and he:zsaid’ that ui
I srouldn!t have to study Yiddish because there were plenty of young»:
.Jews that could not speak Yiddish themselves, but that he would have
to establish a backsround. So the only excuse that I had to offeri:ii”
him was that I couldn't get the time off from work untll oy vacat:.on.
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I belleve it was R

Well, finally I went to see Dr. LANDY.
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late in kay or early in June....

K :-1 Qo .'BL" Tom?_ ' .. : ":A )
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A. !35--and made arrangerents.
’ I also told this to Dr. LUTTINGER, too-——that 1 \ras going to marry,,a.
Jewish girl and wanted to conform with the Jewish rite.’ .
some excuse Or sorie reason. The job was cbne, to the best of my
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a tJewish boy; and the a.nsx:er he gave me, as nearly as T-can reca.ll, -
vwas that thio was a job wherein he d:Ldn‘t want the avent to havevff
any” qualms of racial loyzaliy..

b

I told ha.m that the operatlon had been taken care of. -
remaric that the thing took long enough, or something’ like tha.t.
... ., He said that I woula be as.,a.z*ned to someoody who would start, to
: m.nu.xacture a bacl'f'"ound for the work that I was supposed'to dO‘

P . thls flctltn.ous bachground Well, to the best of my recollectn,on,.h TR
o .we spent a few hours .;ocmll" in the restau.rant. ‘ Fod

Q! | You and PETERSOH? - T e

A. Yes, d:.scussmb ...nc1denta.l th:.nbs.-.

Q. ._ ¥hat rest.aura.nt would :Lt l:.lfely to ha.ve been

‘A. "Probably would have been at Chlld's restaurant

Q. ' tfhere abouts? ' . ) R f_ _.',‘

In the course of ‘Lhc d.Lscu.; ion, he asked me .rhat doctor did the job
and how I found him. So I told him that I had gone to LUTTINGER and»
: t.hat he had recormiended me to LAKDY. He asked what reasons .l gave +-; 2

C LUTTEIGER and I told him that I contemplated marrying a Jewish g:.rl.‘,, ,g
g 1h.15 made him