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== sidarin the possibility ‘of ':lnstitnting
prosacutwe act-ion against ‘l'homas L. BRlack, Abraham Brottman, Harry Gold, and:
others, charjin;; them in a general conspiracy to violate the Federal:Espionage-
. Statute, I anm setting forth horeinafter certain facts which I feel merit 801'10\18‘{:"’;‘

;.77\ considoration with respect to this matter. It 18 noted that you have previously _
£+ © been furnishad with mqmoranda aetti.ng forf.h 1.n detail mromatim oona: mi.ng,tha g
o Sbore dndividiale, g kS S e MU RS B

"

LT : For ,'our in ornaticm, ths mvastiaatim has deﬁ.nitely )
d1rin., the pnrlod from 1934 to 1945, thore existed in this country a “Soviet:4:
" esnionajze network, vhorein certain individuals, such as Gaik B, OVakimian,u‘
- Jasob Golos, Sanen larkovich Semanov, Anatoli A. Yakovlev, and’ othen, “obtalned "y
~«v -~ Information partaining to national defenso and industrial matters from Amsrioan:
> . . contacts, which infornation they thsreafter transmitted through chanels to.the! "":,
Soviet Unian. It can be definitely shown that a portian of this. information’ kas‘f""
of a classified and restricted nature and was obtained during the wartime:periodi<
*' = Tho prosecuiion for such acts would not be barred by the Statute of I.imitatims’
~.:~.- Testimony concorning the oporation of this Soviot espionage network-can be’ &3
’ obtained throush E:Lizabcth Terrill Bentley, Ferdinand P. Heller and Alfred Dean
-+ Slacks It also can be established through the tostimmy oI or sigxed atatmenta‘

e ecuted by Harry Gold and Thomas L. Black. SUETE ' ":’»" r‘
- ST - Wt : T Sl :
. . . o v “,. el
GO In connoction with the conspiraoy involving B].ack, Brothnan "and “Gold,> :-

1t is bslioved that ovidance can be produoed nth rospect to the follmri.ng phasea’,gfj_.z..
and overt aciss . . A ,”,,.\;‘,_1{& AT

L 'J’ < TR e’“ ;‘t;g-' “&—.- —‘{‘i':':’-. ‘:”’
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AR .;_ - Tl () Tht; tcétmo;\j of or the\ éir;\od statenants executed’ by Black”
L and Gold would ostablish that Th.mas L. Black, in the latter part of 1935 #
‘- ¥ dn Hew York City, introducad Gold to Faul Smith, a Soviet agant, and thabj:::

tharealter Lioth Black snd Gold furnished mfon:.ation to Smith tor -...,P;-\--., 54

+

tr ansm.i.t to the oovz.et Unicn. ';‘

" (2) The testimony of or tha signsd statemant exeouted by Harry,
301d wmld establish that Brothman was brought into the conspiracy 4n - %
sptenbar, 1941, when Brothman, who was previously fumishing intomation

] Jto Jacob Golos and Elizabeth Terrill Bentloy for transmission to the Soviet:
N Union, ‘such activit Whl
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'r""' Furlher. {ha§ Gold's instmctims to hndle Brothman 8 :infomticn‘?'? i ;‘»’b?‘_'f'}-‘-':';
i v b e . Mere foceived by him throusgh his contact, Semenov. Brothmm,'.hoxey_er,i};-:..-_f;g?l"
S0 ireceivad dnstructions to meot his new contact through Bentley,’ whc,‘ ’,_Z" {'\i A
_5*_» ‘%as ac%ing undar the diructions of Golos. In addition to Gold's 1,';-9'. ':,'}:"\'5:'-"-@.'-“.‘-‘.:{?
‘testimony along this line, Brothman, in his oral statemant, as well:‘* oy oy
.83 nis testinony bvefore tho Fedoral Grand Jury on July 22, 1947,'S; 7

corroboratcd tha information to the effoct that arran,,enenta for - f ‘,

S (3) The testinmy of of sigﬂed statemunts execu'ted by 001
and Black would establish that in 1942 Black arranged for the . ---:Z

garvicas of cne Joan Nienasek, nee Sawyrucka, to serve as a st.anog- A ~u ‘::h
raphar for Gold to assist in the transcribing of :Lnfomatim-v' b ";-*, % .., 0 (X

Te i fumichad by Brothnm to Golde She would further be in a pos:ltim ‘

Lash 7T 740 bastify that theceaftur she accompanied Gold on six occasions.:!:-i:
L ieelxi to an office whore Gold and Brothman dictated to her and fumished :
.- -. her with longhand notes on cartain material vhich she t.herearter ‘bf

4 . .

transcn ued and tumud over to GOId._,-_~..

oo S (b) Testi.mony could be furnishod by represantat.ivés of tho fi‘
. ~.  FBI to the sffect that at the time of the arrest of Harry Gold," i ,’»_

S a1d subsequant thareto, under a voluutary consant to search: exeouﬁed,w
) by Gold, thare were located at Gold's residence in Philadelphia™:.: .‘&
cartain lenghand rep:a-ts snd blueprints portaining to a magnesium'»
S - poadar plant, marmesium povder, the "Buna-S" process, and Paerosol,¥:
B " 2ll of wmiizh Gold iduntified as having beun obtamed fron Brothrian '’

.
for ‘transmission to the Soviet Union. . :, -, ;,- -,_,.‘ PN 3

T "rouhn'm wrt and had a conversation with Senmenov at the’ Hotel Linooln

in Naw York bity, at which time Semenov praised Brothuan for-his }j5h ",‘::{/

PR wondirml work in bshalf of the Soviet Unien and indicated to him' u_,}:
wn the value of $h2 "Buna-S" information which was previously’ m.mishod )
s <7 to tha Sovicts by Brotiman, The testimony of Black or the signed >
ST T stateman$ oxzscutad ‘by him would establish the faot that in early "?{ et
.- . 1936, Black was tumad over by his provious Soviet contact, Panl O
- Felarsen, to on; "Goor:ve," thon he identified a3 "Semonov.® .
R S T o A “~ . - L e -.,q..; )\.l‘*§ —.‘-"”~ ‘._..
o (6) 'I‘hn tostmmy of or sig;ned st.atmmt executed by Han'y
LTS 5014 would ostablich that as part of his activity in behalf of the
~Tc - .7 mnetaork hs obtained infomation concerning atomic enargy from Enil
-=C'%-. Julius Rlans Puchs and David Greenglass, which m!‘omatim was ..
A . trm;smiued b,w, h'un to the Sovn.et Unim._ SR Sy o
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‘ a=. ﬁf‘:‘;'
Ak _; TEi S (1) 'l‘h"ou sh the testimmy of Gold or his sigled at;;emnt, u 3
x - .coutd be astablished that on an occasion in 1946, be informed i ":-L%xu
.Brothnan of the fact that he had obtained at.mio enqrgy mromatim &1,

i for the Soviets from Bul Julijus Klaus PFuchs, S i L e Pl

lh --

&

' e L e BRI RETRE SReenE R F R G T Y

_.:9*-15"?:13" ol (8) By the adnission of Black as appoaring in his si@od‘“ :
: statenont, it could be established that Black was informed by Gold

to tho effect that ho (Gold) was the American contact of Buil. Julius;

Klaus Fuchs, and that he had fumished infomation conceming the:

atcnic boab to tha Soviet Union. According to this statement,"g_

Gold told Black of his connoction with Fuchs shortly after the 7.

- arrest of Fuchs in Ehgland.
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L Lt . (9) Tbrough the testimcmy of David Gresnglass, Alfragkpoaq -

e Slack and Ferdinand Heller, additional evidence as to Oold's .:: gz.,
R ospiona-'o acuvities in behalf of the Soviets could be aatabuahed..;-..
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I 1y s sugpested for your conszderation that in the event m"indi.ct-
- mmt is retumed against Black, Brothman and Gold in connection with- thie ¢ -.”l'i"'
matter, such individuals as Greenglass, Slack and Heller, although named’ a8’ -
- oo=conspirators, but not charged in the indictment, may be used as. witpeseeo?’ﬁ,_‘
in establishing certain of the necessary facts as to %the enatenoe ‘af. md"",:., 22
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S e or 'u'ly 20, 19_»0, I forvarded s mqmorandum to
Tl in the a‘omn—enttnad mattar, 8 COFY © which was direc
S Yeu w411 racall thnt this semorandim was for the " purpose
i cersidaring th? posaibility of instituting prosecu
SORRPR O nlrck, \brast proti.mar, Harry cold snd others charging ,then
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Pl ST CRiALss x-‘r“‘m::w e, Plorida
- R stat.es he resided wit,h BIACK during -
-l i i 2o 1938. BLACK advised him that he had -

= K 2o m o swiwars - formerly been a Soviet Zsplonace Agerrb P
< e SeFTm0L 0L and that the Soviets were vressuring JJ'«- rihegs
s S A hin to resume his activities. 3LACK .
.1 s i Trey it <=l ‘feared bodily herm fram the Soviet.s(gcma
e e I NI N P S CRER. REC
$ - 7 ~L A PR e R T P A S A .
TR L F T LI e P B TN LI r- 2D
{ e gl e e R s S - HUC - Cr BY. L'

DETAILS: -~ AT MIAMT, FLOWIDA »:-';_".‘"-.-' L
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B " Cwbwes Y. FREEFIZLD, 1911 Coral Gate ‘Drive, Miami, Florida,
advised that he became acouaint.od with THOMAS L. BLACK t..rough mutual --*-.

-1 friends in Newark, Hew Jersey, during the latter part of 1937 or early o
' 193f., FREEFIZLD st.at.ed that he was interested in socizl reform and was |-.-<-
associated with meny members of the Socialist iorkers Party, although —

FREEFIELD stated that ne is not now a.nd never was a merber of the SWP..
el '_,' - e e TIemn e m e e -:;;...'z..'..,,.._,‘. = .w..-

. FYEEFYZLD advised that. he was not intimately acquainted with'

L:\Cx- pgrior te Liarch of 1938, BLACK at that time was injured in an ex-. ‘.x .«w .
tlosion.al the National 0il Products -‘Company, where BLACK was employed. -
I D .Jhuﬂ BL« :Ci. was hospitalized follow:m this explosion, FREEFIELD cme# ".‘
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upon him at t.he hospital. After t.he first visit “BLACK request.ed ;. 57
FREEFIELD to return and visit him on other occa.sions. FREEFIELD =
stated that at BLACK's invitation he retumed almost daily to visit
.. .. with BLACK while BLACK was in the hospital. FREEFI=LD stated 4t - ‘j )

- appea"ed BLACK wanted scxneone t.o be wit.h him as nmch as possible. S i e

e e

- . .‘.'5\,) .
e . l Vo T ....-:. -tk ,-..(\‘.,.JA .

. Upon the release of BLACK !‘rom the hospital FR.EEFIELD statad
.that BLACK requested FREZFIELD to move into SLACK's apartnent a.nd IR
11ve wit.h hi.m. FREEFIZLD advised t.hat. he did so,. "~ SRS .

e e - - e G”.:)_-_‘n— c -‘-‘P' 3 43::'1"’(&. -
R -~ .‘v.u--.».\ _2""" - SeIST L

: F'uEEFIELD “stated that, after he had moved in with BIACK, e
‘- R BLACK told him that he had requested him to move in with him 1msmxch
sy 2e.v o~ a8 he, BLACK, was afraid and needed protection. FREEFIELD stated: 7:I7
.50 . thet BLACK then related that BLACK had been a member of the Communist ° wd
*'l.... Party fram 1931 until about 1935.° BLACK advised FREEFIELD that sbout "~ 1™~
R 1931, while BLACK was employed at the American Cyanamid Company as a .‘-, .
N Chemist, BL.CK was anproached by Soviet Espionage Agents to secure e )
T 1nformatxon regarding industrial processes fram the files of the vl = f .
St wy-77-2" Ameriecan Cyanamid Company and turn this information over to anot.her -
IS Soviet Agent. -BL/iCK told FREEFIELD he was also to review scientific =~
*i: " .. Journals and clip pertinent articles for his Soviet superior. BLACK - [ . .
A stated that he did this and continued to do so when he left the ~ .~ .z~
P .- imerican Cyanamid Company and securcd employment at the National Ol - .
C Products Campany, - AR .. s i 2 p R ‘;, -

. .2 M- e s _.9.:1 ."5}.‘}"‘"." el
SR =

RAERINCOE - BLLCK advxsed FREEFI:.LD that he continued to act as a Soviet i
T Espionzge agent until some time in 1935 when he broke with the Communist | - -
RS Party over its "Stalinist" views and activities., BLACK advised FREEFIELD| '+ ..
e - -~ that, when hz broke with the Communist Party, he became a member of the )
. Socialist workers Party., BLACK further stated to FREEFIELD that his .
‘v -~ former associates in the Soviet esplonage ring continued to contact hin
o T and threaten him with bodily harm or to expose his previous act.ivities
= .~=.-.- if he did not contume to sccure and t.ra.nsmit. to them the .tndust.rial ‘
linfor'aatlon. R ARt T .,.- o ‘:F S:. N

e -

e L Pty W e - W te J"‘-l":~_i P F o -

+% .- .. BLACK told FREEFIELD that some of t.he persons contacti.ng hin C
were from the Russian Consulate in New York City and that some of the
'ot.hers were obviously Americans. BLACK stated that he was acquainted .

- ""-'""" """'5"‘ :

v, v

< e, '_‘:57“- . 5.'-' a7

o
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3 “ FREEFIELD stated that BLICK told him'the pressure and threats .- !
& ;; -beca.me part.icularly acute while BL.CK was in the hospital, ard that . !
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"BLiCK was nsxted there a on numerous occasions by Soviet Agents.‘,._. e ;
"FREEFIELD stated that it wes because of t.hese threats t.hat. BLACK._, RPN

a.,ked hic to move 1n wit.h him, 7 o s 2 T A o TS i T
LTS . e .1 :'{ S ‘l 7 e é"’"’.‘“ N “":"’ f n e Lot
Saave . =% s s P --k--a- 30 Sa LT :‘ A s TR S ‘:"'.“. - s

~ FREEFIELD stated t.hat. 211 of the foregoing 1nfomation was -
] purely hearsay and had becn related to him by BLACK, - FREEFIELD stated ::-.
- . that, however, on one occasion he particularly remenmbers, s‘xortly
after he moved in with BLACK, a man hung around the courtyard of ] _
. ¢ & .. _ their apartment almost continually for abowt three days, apparently 5 -
- .- . awaiting en onportunity to see BL/CK alonc, FREZFIELD stated that he '.
. -, ..~ was informed by BLACK that thc man was one of the Sovict Agents and, - 7. -

e T accordingly, both BL/CK and FR.EEI-‘M rema.med bogethor m the apart- =y

A ~l'u::nt. all during this t.ime. e e _‘-‘; o )
ST PRCEPIELD statod that BLACK discussed this eiteation with - 10 -’
- ". . the officlials of the Socialist Workers Party in &n effort to reach ariril

- T solution, and the S5i4P officers suggested that BLACK go to Mexico and

X discuss the affair with TRO’I‘SKY. S e e e T __-'

- s ' razsrxm atat.ed that he and BIJ.CK discussed the advisabilit.y '

T of buying a-gun for protection end also the action that each would =~ ...~
e e . take in thc event an attempt was made on the 1life of BL/ACK. FREEFIBID

. . : statcd that BLiCK also contemplated suicide as a means of escape from .
R his prr-dzcamcnt. e e e e e i ,h—‘mf:
LRl o e FREEFIZLD stated that BL.CK deuberately'i?_e'frafi'ned from > ‘
e tellmg hir the namcs and identities of other members of the Soviet - -
mETe e spy ring and the Soviet /lgents who were threatening BLACK, inasmuch "~ ": S
G T s as BLiCK ‘did not want any harm to come to FREZFIELD, FREEFIELD stated >

. v 77 - that, at BLiCK's suggcstion, FREEFIELD finally moved out of t.he N,

TELOTRT apart.ment. and severed all connection with BLiCK, i il =l -
Ci=ws s 75 T PREERIELD stated that after . FREEFTELD wert. nto the Army - .

.. 1%+ he wrote to BLACK, and BLiCK replied that FREEFIELD should not keep N
. -.".r - 1in contact with hin because BLLCK feared that FREEFIELD would become las

S involved in the situation and bodily harm would befall FREEFIELD. . il
. O pamenns e oo SAIAT A T A

e L F’tl”EFI:.LD stnted t.hat. BLACK is nt the Ltype who ha.. an Z’}F G e
ovcrautivc imagination or is panicky, and FREEFIELD steted thet heg,%;- AN
bﬂlicvcs thut the story related sbove is absolutely true. FRZEFIELD .
st.at,cd t.hat. BLI.CI('s fat.hcr was from Jn old hxghly—reganhd Hnladelphh
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. stat.es he resided \n.th BIACK during .
1938. BLACK advised him that he had
formerly been a Soviet Zspionage I.gent ,c;

> and that the Soviets were pressuring '™
hin to resume his activities. 3BLACK.. ,

fea.red bodily harm fran the Soviets, -

i ‘ - - ad - - » - .

CHLRLES }.. FREEFIELD pL2b e Coral Gate Drive R l-(ia.mi, l-'lorida, ,, f .

- ativised ¢ 1 he became acouaint.ed with TAOHAS L. BLACK tirough mutual .

"~ friends in Hewark, lHew Jerse" during the latter part of 1937 or early : _-'_
193€. FR=EFIELD st.at.ed t.hat. he was interested in social reform and was - .~ -
assocmt.ed with eny members of the Socialist ‘lorkers Party, although =~ :—’»,'

cl FREEFIELD stated t.hot ne is not now and never was a member of the S‘rﬂ{._ -
..:.-‘ :'"-.-; - e AR FT T W e e S ..s_"‘i-*E m""‘a*'n-' "7‘;‘”;“

¢ rt&:..?l:llb adv:lsed that he wes not intimately acquainted \rith -
3 r SLACK jrior te liarck of 1938, BLACK at that time was injured in an ex- _~“
)

o IOSion al the liational 0il Products Company, where BLACK was employed. - 'f”— -
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F'ELD AND JAC.‘}ASS BE INTERVIEHED IN ORDER TO VERIFY CERTAIN P;ORTIO!!%

—J.‘-\ -

0}' HIS STOFY. BLACK CLAIMS HE TOLD BOTH OF THESE INDIVIDUALS THAT HE
UAS A SO\'IET AGEMT M!D T}.AT BOTH OF THESE INDIVIDUALS COULD VERIFY THIS

_L.-,:...a..»lr"la... . "A—I‘a.—'a"'.«. >

o IF II ‘rr"m.z:n. BOTII CM. BE TOLD THAT THEY APE BEING INTERVIEUED AT

AT ".,. -
I ]

IR nm:cnon OF ‘THE suaJ}:cr AMD m OPDEP 'ro VERIFY SUBJECT=S. STORY. 5
- 2ol Al -—r““’ Fle > *'- ;'-.I‘
“S:,'.'- *
; ﬁlor.m AFTER Bu.cr-.. RELEASE rpo.: 'rm: HOSPITAL IN THIRTYEIGHT, WHEN,

_.‘.‘. San

2

.u-fc»"' -t— .\( ‘L“}' 4'~‘

hE WAS LIVIIJG HITH CHARLES h. FPEEFIELD, HE TOLD FREEFIELD THAT HE'

-
b -

.n-m, L4) a».y ’,-~_

L Hi\a A som:'r AGEI T. AT THIS TINE BOTH BLACK AND rm:}:rm.n WERE; L”
he el JRYSIpRL ST, _.5 -
VY LENBERS OF THE SUP. THE PURPOSE OF TELLING FREEFIELD 'nm'r HE WAS A"

R

. SOVIET ACEKT wAs DUE TO rm: FACT THAT BLACK VAS BEING PRESSURED 'BY“? '..:
: e e s
1S SOVIET &RTNIMX SUPERIOR TO GO 'ro KEXICO TO JOIN THE. nousr:uow‘ ‘

R

- OF TROT.:LY. . LAC FELT THAT IN THE EVENT ‘THE SOVIETS CARRIED OUT 1\&_

* ra e T 4 e oal‘u-:-p Lt TRy e *7,!»,,-.,.,«

~¥

l M'Y OF THEIR THREATS ACAII"ST HIS PERSON AMD THAT SHOULD HE DISAPPEAR

.-
‘4:--' ke ¢ i Y o

‘_“ SO! EOtE YOULD MIOH 0}' THIS“AGD UOULD BE AéLE 'l'O DIRECT TH.E AUTHORITIES

—— ——e 1‘ n:.

R om; THE PROPER cm NELS.h 'FOR THAT REASON BLACK STATES HE TOLD e

’u f“_
-5

L]
ne,
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rrzznan T}A‘l‘ m: lJAS A SOVIET AGEM‘ B!..ACK ALSO STATED THAT rng70
nu.n xrou nmr A‘l' THAT nru: m: HAS comsmnmc suxcm}: AS MERNS -5

- ==
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:—‘ff":‘*OF ssrm ESCAPE. FRE FIELD -S PRESE@B}{EPEABOU;S 1S NOT KN

SOPIES DESTRO D hs LAST Kk ROED 8 e ; %?Lg\ u.;b?a STA:

R47 N0 QELFCI\.:, 1({_ HAE LAST VWH Eo BE A A
7i: o= THAT : FREEFIELD CAM BE LOCATED 'nmoucu "HIS BROTHER, *J THARNO ronn,

2 ‘.". ,.1“
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AN AR b : - PR LA L Jrrsiihk —.’3" el reRNE S P-cu@m.‘f’" . ;
" STILL BE A m.B}:p OF THE sup- AND mw NOT BE COOPERATIVE UPON, INTERVIEV.
%—1_4‘-:1-:~;-;;z:s;;:‘:e:,«f;;:: DA et —w#-m ﬁ‘ﬁw AL S
. BLACK snm:s THAT ronn 1S NOT IN THE RADICAL movzm:nrs. BLACK HAS Nor'
.»5‘::,““ :z' FILTRAET iR ey L R Y st ”""'““.‘«' ~ a2 *"f‘"&* 3
S sr}:n FPEEFIELD smcz mm:nr:w-s DISCHARGE FROW THE AR_MY SHORTLY - AFTERx
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e .'.:_-‘:.'. """e 2t 20 ~. SR ,:‘ .
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o _THPEE WHILE SOTH VERE STILL EMPLOYED A'r NOPCO THAT HE WAS A sovn:'r' ’:“f

: .- . T
PO JOT RS L L sy A 3

AGENT. BLACl\-u PURPOSE IN TELLII\G }'ASS THIS UAS THAT IN CASE HE

PSRRI Y G L A ._...,.4.

;;j.:-';ﬁL . BLACK, UEPE YIDNAPED OR KILLED, JACK FASS UOULD HAVE SOME IDEA AS T0

:;A\-“.,_; . . ” . - PR S A v e e i Nt Yo nad o tt _.».-.. s..v, -.\_.,f u,- ‘ .,c .
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- 9/1/50, reflects that other photographs of BLACK were shom to Mr., ,m,}\
* CHAIBERS and he was unable to identify the subject. or mmish any
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o Philadelphia telatype dated Jume 18, |
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The Tdentification Division (Quimn) advised that mo. =
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