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NOTICE

THE BEST COPIES OBTAINABLE ARE
INCLUDED IN THE REPRODUCTION
OF THE FILE. PAGES INCLUDED
THAT ARE BLURRED, LIGHT OR
OTHERWISE DIFFICULT TO READ
ARE THE RESULT OF THE CONDITION
AND OR COLOR OF THE ORIGINALS
PROVIDED. THESE ARE THE BEST
COPIES AVAILABLE.
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~<  FEDERAL BUREAU O INVESTIGATION

Porm No. 1

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT NEW YORK © g ~o. 6541377 m "
REFORT MADK AT m:"!_:n.oc PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE WWFORY MADE BY sy
. . L
PHILADELPHIA, PAUGe“ 1950 1/31/50 WILLIAM B. WLLTE, Jr.
- e
™™ma mmom“s H:T wa JOlm, CHARACTER Or dABR t
TBOMAS L BL&\CK s INFORMANT- . ESPICNACE _ R
SYNOPBIS OF FACTS )
i THOLAS L. BLACK, an admitted Soviet espionage |
‘ /'( agent, advised that during 1935-19LO he was in -

, contact with a Soviet superior known to him only
_5 $ % a8 JOHN. JOHN was chiefly interested in BLACK's
I” , f—""" work in the SOCIALIST VORKERS FARTY and pressor-(. -
BLACK to join TROTSKY'!'s houschcld at Goyoacan,

Mexico, Description set out,

- RIC -

DETAILS: JsT PHIIADELPHIA PA. | ERAERE N N EI '. el
‘- During the interviews vrith THRIAS L. BLLCK conducted U
Spec1a1 Agents ROBERT W, HOLMES and WILLIAM E. WLLTE, Jr., thec fcllowing

information concerning JOHN was furnished by BLACE who icentificd him as his

Soviet superior, S- é/ 35/7

JOIN was BLACK's contact for a slort time followifg Dr.

in this period he mct several contacts for brief periods of time and is |

appeared t
BIACK recalls 1little about him except that JOHN continued to put pressure on
BLACK to make somc effort to fulfill the Yexico City assignment., BLACK was

able to persuade JOIN that his injury was not recovering rapidly enough to
make the trip possitle,

f\J 4 q y («- -, - s “--:j;-'.' /.4 .

SCHWARTZ in 1939, as ncarly as BIACK can remcmber, T[LACK has pointed out that

unatle to say,definitely what tkte scquence was. To the best of his recollection,

however, JOH¥ followed Dr )/SCHWARTZ, It should te noted that JOHN was in tuwrn

followed by”KARL and then/reappeared briefly after KARL. JOHN's chief interest °
4 have been in the SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY and sside from that interest

.o.....,‘.':f‘ Z {Ay_)dzx' - ‘ rmmanmm—e —
_COPY IN_FILE 7z | N e i DTN I I
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Philadelphia File $65-4377 L ‘ . SRR ¢
K -t ) : . : .»:" N
_ JOHN is described by BLACK as follows: DR
e Racey White 4 | .
., Ages . Late 30's or early LO's .
Heights .5'7" or St§"
Weights " Approx, 150 1bs,
Builds Thin :
" Hairs " Straight, black or very
dark brown
Faces Thin
Eyes: - Brovm
Complexions Dark
Clothesy Dressed in conservative

clothes, with gaudy ties . -

BLACK has said that JOHN had the facial appearance generally .
associated with a gangster, that is, that hc was a hard-looking person, He
displayed an interect in shooting galleries, pinball machines, and gencrally
4n the amisement centers that are operated along L2nd Street in Hew York .
City. He appeared to have some education and from his appearance BLACK
guessed that he might have been a Sicilian, but has no definite knowledge .
that this was so, BLACK was unable to identify JOIlll from arg available .
photograph, ' ’

BLACK stated that JOHN spoke with an accent, He never made
any mention of a family being with him iri this country and vhen he indicated
to BLACK that he was leaving, he indicated that he was lcaving the east
coast and left the impression with BLACK that he might possibly be going
to work on the west coast, Thc entire time that JOHN handled BLACK, JOHN

was interested in Trotskyite information and had no interest in industrial
espionage.
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Philadelphia File §65-4377

LEADS A
THE NEY YORK OFFICE - LT
‘AT NIV YORK, K.Y,
Yill attempt to identify the sutiect from a review of the files
of the New York Office,
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. FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Porm No.3 - ) . v
THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT NEX YORK ruewo. 661377 m
REFONRT MADE AT DATE WD FERIOD FOR WHICH MADER REFOTY MADE BY ] [
A sace I -
prraoeienta, pRYIG|2 1950 1/31/50 WILLIAY B, WELTE, dr, -
"™* UNKNOWN SUBJECT, wa JOHN; . : .| BT
TROMAS L. BLACK, INFORANT- ESPIONAGE _ R

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS:

THOLAS L. BLACK, an admitted Soviet espionage
agent, advised that during 1939-1940 he was in
contact with a Soviet superior known to him only
as JOHN. JOHN was chiefly interested in BLACK's
work in the SOCIALIST WORKERS FARTYI and pressared -
BLACK to join TROTSKY's househsld at Coyoacan,
Mexico, Description sect out,

- RUC -

DETAILS: AT PHILADELPHIA, PA.

-

During the interviews with THOMAS L. BLICK conducted by 1
Special Agents ROBERT W, HOIMES and WILLIAM D. #LLTL, Jr., the following .
information conéerning JOHN was furnished by BLACK who.identified him as his
Soviet superior, )

JOHN was BLACK's contact for a short time follawing Dr. .
SCHWARTZ in 1939, &s nearly as BIACK can remcmber, NLACK has pointed out tHat
in this period he met several contacts for bricf periods of time and 48 :
unable to say definitecly what the seguence was. To the best of his recollection,
however, JOHN followed Dr, SCHWARTZ. It should be noted that JOHN was in twrn
followed by EARL and then reappeared briefly after KARL. JOHN's chief interest
sppeared to have been in the SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY and aside from that interest|
BLACK recalls little about him except that JOBN continued to put pressure on
BLACK to make some effort to fulfill thc Mexico City assignment, BLACK was
able to persuade JOIIN that his injury was not recovering rapidly enough to
make the trip possible,

. , N ’
., CoPs o s srOmT ' . 6,877 - ,\ .
Bureau L
* 3 = New York [p 5 ) '

2 - Philadelphia




!
SITTAAD PORN W, 84 - - e .

Oﬂi(:e Memo;@ndum « UNITED STAYYS GOVERNMENT
T0 8 Direcbar, FBI DATE: October 19, 1550 *
: ~—f “TIAL R
FROM 1 SAC, Mew York cr
Q-
SUBJECT:  WITHCT! SUR,TCT, Was Jolm
. THORAS il BiACK, DIFORIALT
R . ESPICHAGL = R . . -
Rebuform -8, 10/5/5C.
g bl -
At the present time the Yew Yerk CIfice is in the procesc of )
ching "Johnt's" descriy -ime individuals: v TS - f
l.ouis Budenz, (USSP ESORReIPnL Sh 7Y {or the purpes: of
«ffecting an $dentificalion. - . " "
n an- o4& 618YT-XI
It 15 anticipated that 4n the event t':: above mentioned individuals
’ are nct atlc tc 4dentify *John,” this case will be closcd and a3 surmary of
information econcerning "John" will be placed in the Unsq}gg@,s;tqqgtiigng file -
for future reference, UACB. T AR
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THOMAS L.XBLACK, INFORMART . iii-a,&. % - 5o
SYN?PSIS OF rAm. ;:‘7..{.;:._-"_-. .. ‘DmIsme s ‘E"._,;..;.:‘:.__'_:" -

S “THOMAS L. BLACK, &n adrnittod formey 507
Soviet ®spionage agent, advised that
;" JOBN wae his Soviet principal e i
%~ 1939 and 1940. ¥Y informants co tactod

»
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e

-y ..".
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- i RS L e lmaEss EEREHOREE & SRR W -
AT N;aw I.. BIJ.CK, P aelf-eoni‘essed Soviet oep!mago -
agent, advieed egents of the Philadelphia’'Officé that an -7,/ -
7+ individual hamed JOEN wss his (BLACK'!S) Soviet orlncipal R
. for a phort period in 1939 oy 1940, BLACK has pointed
-~ out that in this period he met several contacts for br.l.et
" periods of time and 1s uneble to say definitely what the
eequence was, To the best of ELACK!S recollection, JOHN“
followed DrifSCHWARTZ and was in turn followed b
" and then redppeared briefly efter EARL. According to:
_ BLACK, JOHN'S chief interest appeared to have been &n tho
© ;Socialist Workers Party, and aside fraom that interest - .. ::7.
.. BLACK recdlls 1ittle ebout him, except that JOHN attempted .\
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NY 65-15L15 .
. . . “ . . P
T Race ; ) white Lo *}—{ §
N _ Age . Late 30's or early o
: ‘ hO's (1939) T
Height X ] N
Weight _ - ) Approximately 150 S
Build - . Thin '
Hair. . o Straight, black or
’ ' very derk brown
Face Thin
Eyes Brown v
Complexion ' . Dark ' S ) |
Clothes Dressed in conserva- \
tive clothes vith ot
guudy ties

BLACK said that JOHN had the facisl appearance -
generally associated with a gangster, that is, he wes.a :
hard-looking person. He dieplayed an interest in ahootlng
galleries, pinball machines &and genorally in tho amusement
centers that are operated along nd Street in Nasw York
City. He eppeered to have some educttion and from his
appearance ELACK guessed that he might have been &
Sicilian, but has no definite knowledge thet this was so. -

BLACK stated that JOHY spoke ulth an accent.
-He never made eny mention of a family being with him in
this country and when he indicated to BLACK that hs was
leaving, he indicated that he was leaving the East Coast
and left the impression with BLACK that he might possibly ¢
be going to worik on thc West Coast. The entire timo that
JOHN handled BLACK, JOMN wzs interested in Trotskylte
information and had no interest in industrial espionags.

In cohnectio-n with this descripntion, 1t should
be noted that ELACK'S physical descriptions tend to be
vague and general and that he has considcrable difficulty
'in judging hoight ‘and weight. These items, therefore,
should hot be considered &£ exact. . . h

Confidential Informant T-1, of knowm reliabillty. -
was furnished background data, together with a desecription
of JOHN, on October 17, 1950, at which time the informant
advised that ha did not know the unlmown subject.
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J Confidentisl Informant T- 2, of known reliability, e
Zwas furnished background data, together with & descriptian ;-
of JOHN, on October 19, 1950, at which time he advisod -
that he did not know the unknown subjeet. - ‘ .ﬁ;‘
LOUIS\BUDENZ, former Managing Editor of the - - ... -
"Daily Worker", an East Coast Comunist newspaper, advised

SA Williem J. HcCarthy on October 12, 1950 that JOHN!S
description did not fit any individual vhom BUDENZ knew

to be active in Soviet esplonages,

" Confidential Informant T-3, of known reliability,
advised on November 7, 1950 that the description of JOHN
did not appeur to be idcntical with any individual tho
informant knecw as being engoged in Soviet espionngc. ..

Confidentiel Informant T 4}, of known reliability, o
on November 1, 1950 was furnished a background sketch SR
end description of unknown subject JOHN, 8t which time
the informant advised that hs did not know the unknown
subject.
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NY 65-15115

av-ie

At Atlanta, Ga.

Will furnish JOHN!S description to ALFRED DEAR

SLACK ond will also discuss JOHN'S background with SLACK

in an attempt to identify the unknown subject.
BALT IMORE
At ¥Westminster, Md.

¥W1ill intervievw WHITTAXER CHAMBERS and furnish
him JOHN'S description, as well ag discuss JOHN!S back-
ground with him in an attempt to idontify the unknown
subject, : .

LOS ANGELES
At Los Angeles, Calif. -
Will furnish JOHN'S description to

and aelso to any other informants in the Los
\ugeles arca who were familiasr with Soviet esplonage

" during the }939 =1940 p=riod, in an attempt to idcntify

ne

JOHN,
PHILADELPHIA_
At Fhiladelphia, Pa. L
W11l ‘furnich JOHN'S description to BARRY GOLD
-and will also discuss JOEN'S background with GOLD in an
attempt to identify the unknown subject.
SAN FRANCISCO -

At San Francisco, Calif,

Will furnish JOHN'S description to any 1nrormanta

residing in that arer who were familiar with Soviet
espionago in 1939-1940, in an attempt to identify JOHN,
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RY 65-15015
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“* NEW YORK
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at New York, H. Y.

in an
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atteﬂpt to idcntify Jodh.
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CONFIDENTIAL INFORM/NTS

. . Confidential informants referred to
.report of SA Robert W, Coholan dated Novembdr
at New York are 1dent1fied as follows°

McCarthy.

é& I°50-ifk}

con%ﬁcted by Si, Willtam J.

REFLRENCE: Report of &4 w1111am B. Welte, Jr.,

8/2/50, Philadelphia.
Letter to Burcau, .10/19/50.




DETAILS®

egent, advised epents of the Philedelphia Office that an -0
individual nomed JOHMN was his (BLACK!'S) Soviet orincipal '
for a Buort period in 1939 or 1940. BLACK has pointed
_out thet in this perlod he met several contacts for brief
periods of time and is unable to say definitely whzt the
gequence was. To the becst of ELLCI'S recollection, JOEN . ..
followed Dr. SCHWARTZ end was in turn followed by KARL, ',
and then reappeared briefly after KARL. - According to
BLACE., JOHK!'S chlef interest appeared to have been in the )
Socialist workers Party, end aside from tnat _interest oo s
ELACK recalls 1ittle adbout hi, except that Jomm attempted
to persuade PLACK to obtain a job in QROTSIYfS household
in Mexico City. »
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FEDERP BUREAU OF lNVES u,ATION
THIS CASE ORICINATED AT ) RMJ - °
kel YORW NYymENo. £0.316)15 «
mmrr DATE WHEN PERIOD FOR WHICHM MADE NEPORNT MADK BY - i .
[ ) K » e v .
NEW YORK i1 /29"”/‘5.0 41(134;.111},19. ROBiRT W. COLOLAN =~ ¢ |
UNKNOWN SUBJECT, wa: John; - 51 LI A
THOHAS Ls BLACK, INFORMANT - ESPIONAGE - R '
SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: ADIENISTRA'I IVE |
: THOMAS L. BLACK, an adnitted I‘ormer
Soviet espionage agent, advised that
~ JCEN was his Soviet principal in
1939 and 194C. XY informents contactad -
with negative results in atteupt to S
icentify JO° iN. JOmtS descnption eet . .
forth. ) - . ’.‘-‘ ot .
- P -

THO;:AS L. BLACY,. a self-confeceed Soviet espionage

‘JOHN is described by SLACK s follows- ]
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AFPROVED AND |

SPECIAL AGENT

FORWARDED: N CHARGE - - DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES
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2-Los Angeles
2-Philadelphia {65-4377)
2-San Frunclsco

PROPERTY OF FBI.—This confidential report and its contents are loaned to you by the FBI and are not
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"':‘ wmn . Penioo bom wniich ane | Esont I ey . T PR
| Batttmore .- )':36'/50 12/5/50 - | JosEri c, YRAINOR -  anl
o | e R ) r. CMARACTER O cASE '
3 UNENOWH SUBJECT; wa. :Jo),m Ll e
Pt THOAS L;;\BLACK, INFORMANT . ESPIONAGE = B . -7 .77 5%
; — e
. svnorm-orru:n o - f S ' S L U ";4'_:,-/
: murrm;a CHAMBERS cannot identﬁy v Y
= JOHH. - - . PR
f ‘.’.’: - m’c e
nm.ns: AT WESTMINSTER, MARYLAND ,
- RIS HHITTAKEa}‘émBERS, Belf—confessed former Soviet espionage ‘
) ; L - pourier, wes Tumished a description of JOHN, togethef with =~ = '
{ *  background data, on December 5, 1950, at which time he advised .
. that he cannot identify the individual kncwn as JOHN and stated *
-3 he cannot recall sny individual fitting the description or - ’
_ background who was active in Soviet espionage work during the .
¥ time that he, CHAMBERS, was engaged in that work. .
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UNFNOWN SUBJECT, Wa,, Jdln - 5
moms i\ ,aucx. m'ammr R A mmoms < ﬁ
v .. L q' :a&_‘ ﬁDIﬂNISTRATm ' ,{‘
SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: ’ : :
. ALFi DRAN BLCK Advised hé dd aoh i'sca].‘l.
ever having seen or knomn anyane by the nkme |
of JOHN or answering JOHN's description 6r Vo .
* backgromd, ‘ P
. ’ n..-v RN Ll

: | DETALLS: ‘ ‘l'he fnlloling hveshgatlon was eonduc*.ed by Specid. :

N * Agent OEGHGE H. -TREADWELL: o DKUMF"NBEGORDI‘ .
AT ATLARTA; GEORGIA - ~MNAN 15 fe5).- o |
ALFRED DEAN SLACK was intsrviewed at the United States \:

: : Pmibentiary and advised that he did not recall ever having seen 2l
or kromn anyone hy the name of JOHN or answering JOHN1s desu-ipt.ion =
. or background. ' g
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. On December 27, bl éb LOUIG\‘BUDENZ and HARGARE'I\@UDENZ —
stated that a phot ﬁraph of DOL ABINOWITZ wes believed to be T
identical with. onequICHAELS"‘ & Soviet agent with whom BUDENZ . ! :
worked in 1937:  BUDENZ and his wife 8tated thet they bel;eved
.4t was & positive identification; but they would hict be wiiling e
to testify on .k uitneu .atend that ADOLPH RABINOWITZ waé 1dent1cnl
\iith “"MICHAELS", .

2 .

- O_ﬁice MB ' Jum . UNITBD sngs GOVERNMENT

T{’ ™0 4 Direc{:or. FBI: . - = . . DATE: . “ ;
T L " “ ) . R o Januarﬁ' 12 1951

| .nouu_ BAC Réw York ’-:-‘ AN PR i Lo *,1‘5 ',7.-‘.5 f

E ’lh .ggqu, UNKNOW BJECT, wa. John‘ S ' ‘ oy - "-‘ ,

t gﬂoms LN BLACK, m-"omum' o LV

o SPIONAGE | o ‘ ST

IR SN §- NI ST 65-59!;52) - S R

! . .

|

.'J ;

- fn viell bf the fact thel WMICHAELS" was interestod tn the
_ Trotskyite movement, it is felt that "MICHAELS" may be identicai
| with THOMAS L. BLACK principale JOHR or cm

LTk, 9111 bé ‘noted that both Louls Bubent kid dwolis L. nnacx
have identified a photogneph of Dr. GREGORY ABINOVICH as the . . ... °
individual BUDENZ knew as "ROBERTS" and BLACK kriew &s "Dr. CHWARTZ".
i Accordingly, it is felt that ADOLPH RABINOWITZ may be ident cal with
unknown subject JOHN or unknown subject CARL. )

g ' A photogreph of ADOLPH RABINOWITZ is being forwerded to | |
‘ the Philadelphia Offioe,,and i1t 48 requested that it be displayod
to THOMAS L. BLACK. % '¢*

,. . ...“ .
R

co-Philadelphia (Enc. 1)

NY 65- o ' Lk
NY 150&3515‘81 T . N ; I/ 3
RWC:RM = o
| 65253 T 45'-61'!{/7.9(7
S - LT RECORDEN - 62 .~ LTTTR T ‘;7 .
TRy L = i3 Lm S
o : R INDEXED 52
i 61 JAN24 1951
| — - .
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ce Me;m fe : ;tJNi'rizf ’e GOVERNMENT

Jro a »Director, FBI .‘.,-'. - . bare: January 2!.1, 1951

{1 bemcry - Unknbwm CUBJECT; . Johnt U RS
Y ¥ THOUAS L, BLACK. Informan S AT M

% . .0 .. ° ESFICUAGE .

LT (Bureau f:n.le 365—591452)

: JACSON. BLACK had prenausly been shm.n the edrly f:hotograph of JAC‘JON
| but had not seen the two photographs taker. in 19LS. He said that he di
.. not recognize the person in any of the e phof.ographs and was tertain]
I that the photographs were not of either IL or JOHN who were Soviet cbrif?
of BLACK. o , -

. On the same date; BLACEmwas ahown photographs of (L.pp RABIHCi'iiT‘Z; 4 detff
I . by IDUIS and FARG UDENZ as being idertical rit JCHAEL, - . "B

i
‘-.—-‘ .

, Bucx said that RABINOWITZ was deﬁnﬁ,er- Mot KARL.

}IACR said that there is a very slight resertlance to JOI% in the photoé fihg:
of RATINUWTIZ, but he does not believe they are identical. He pointed

that RAYINGWIIZ has a troader nose than JOHN and not as straight. RALII E{
has less hair than JO!N had., RAFINOWITZ has 4 wider chin and large* mok

- t.han JOHN} their heads are ahaped the Eame. "'._"'ff_ A :
. In éonnection with Unjmomn Subjec{. JOHN, the 1nt.erviering azeni; reviewed P 8
with BLACK & Fureau tooklet entitled "Fersonal Descrijtions, Portrait larle o=
or Speaking Likeness,” and had DLACK pick out the facial characteristies oA o
shown in this bocklet whj.ch were sinmilar to JOHN. He gave the follom.ng o S
1nf°mt ion: o) h‘ v
"

Forehead: e M
ween medium and vertical slope

e V,s ﬂ\;‘
g/

R, Few broker horiiontal hArinkles ’ G r
65317 L - HRE 495 -G/ 7/7'7{(

DR Y]

S

CoEE Tl e .LJ..‘.--N-‘
§ oot “hew Toig: (6545l1s) !’,,- -

V:i

]BGFF 195‘1\' -». HL’\“) or ! t”f»h 27 1")‘
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e Jaimarj ?L 951
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atraight li.ne a0 e b A
Horir.ontal base ,; Sl Ly
]led um lefigbh o+l
*co medlum widtlia <y 5
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l‘Pmal positlon. ARSI
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) Straight.

Ching

R "~ ormal . blope .
Cadar R e T o ptrmal edze tending towarci gmal}

NEPOS e f, ;"? ledinm engﬁ R .

S TR T T Sl H .-
225 Pacer TR M :
S ’ tween round and egg-ahaped
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