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NOTICE

THE BEST COPIES OBTAINABLE ARE
INCLUDED IN THE REPRODUCTION
OF THE FILE. PAGES INCLUDED
THAT ARE BLURRED, LIGHT OR
OTHERWISE DIFFICULT TO READ
ARE THE RESULT OF THE CONDITION
AND OR COLOR OF THE ORIGINALS

PROVIDED. THESE ARE THE BEST
COPIES AVAILABLE.
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fBi Nabs Engineer-as Spy Quiz Liar
By NORMA ABRAMS

A Hungarian-born engineer, ex-government employe
and former associate of confessed spy Harry Gold in a Long

[sland City, Queens, engineering firm, was arrested in mid-

town by FBI agents about noon yesterday.
The prisoner, Oscar J. Vago, 52, §-

1929 through 1933, whereas, Saypol
asserted. he had only been out two
months in 1933. Saypol added that
this dwcrepancy in time
“material to our investigation.”
The jury has been probing the
connections of other U. S. citizeps

ueens, was arraigned before U. S

omm issioner .
dward McDon-|. ¢
41d on a charge|:.
¢f perjury in]’
- gonnection with|s

g 66-07 99th St., Rego Pnrk

conspiracy to obstrucf; Justice dur-
ing the espionage investigation.
Saypol charged Vago lied when
he appeared before the grand jury
last Sept. 20 and testified that he
had been_out of the couniry from

with Gold, who confessed forward-
ing atom bomb secrets to Dr. Klaus
Fuchs, British physicist. Fuchs,

now serving a 14-year prison term | :a _

in England, admitted supplying
Russia with atomic data.

LXGA

o federal grand|:§
ury A

ge.
eld in §50,000 (.-
ail for a hear.

ng Monday. L e
]ng }}:BIles- P
tlosed that Vago ¢

ras picked up o;;"" J. . &

n front of 18 E. Ago s,

Oth St. after a zecret indictment 1

ad been returned earlier in the L
ay by the grand jury. Vago is Sic
now employed by another engi- NiGt
Eoermg ﬁm. Carol Management RO

12 E. 45th St. 0 A7

U. S. Attorney Irving H. Saypol

- ld Vago, naturalized in 1939, was
t one time a partner of Abraham
rothman and Miriam Moskowitz

n the A. Brothman Associates
hemical engineering firm at 29-28

1st Ave, Long Island City, while

Gold was "associated with the firm.
Brothman and Miss Moskowitz

yre awaiting trial on charges of

[00-SSAYX ~ &
F.B. 1.
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FBI Seizes
Gold Friend

As Perjurer!

¥BI agents yesterday arvested
& Hungarian-born structural en-
gineer acquaintance of confessed
Russian atom spy Harry Gold,
on the street outside his midtown
office, after he was indicted for
yperjury by the Federal grandi
jury Investigating espionage a&c-
tivities.

Oscar John Vaﬂo 52, of G66-07:
99th St, Rego Park. Queens, was
desclibed by U. S. Attorney Say-
pol as a partner of Abraham
Brothman, -
Queens engi
neer, at the
time Gold was
an employe of
the tirm. Broth-
man, and an-
other member
of the firm,
Miss Miriam
Moskowitz, are
free in $25,000
ball each await-
ing trial on
charges of con-
spiracy to ob QOscar John Vago
struct justice i
dunng a grand jury investigation !
of espionapge. i

Arrested In front of 18 E. 48th |
St., a few doors away from his i
place of employment with the
‘Carol Management Corp., at 12,
E. 48th St., Vago was taken be-t
fore U. S. Commissioner McDon. |
ald, who held him in $50,000 bail
for hearing Oct: 5,

Saypol said Vago's arrest on
perjury. charges resulted from
his story fo the grand jury last
Sepl. 20 that he returned to his
native Hungary In 1929 and re-
entered the U. K. In January,
1933. However, the grand jury
charges that Vago lived continu-

ously in this counfry from his
Crtramec—in 1925 until Dee. 3, ]
1932, hence the pmjun_.ml
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SiJTl"ase Wlln
Held as Perjurer

FBI agents yesterday arrested
Oscar John Vago, 52, a structural !
engineer, whom they described as
an acquaintance of Harry Gold.;
Philadelphia chemist and self-:
described atom spy for Russia.

Vago, who lives at G6-07 99th ’
St., Rego Park, Queens, was ar-!
rested a few hours after he had;
been indicted on a periury charge!
in connection with a grand jury!
investigation of espionage. He wil\:
plead to the indictment Monday.

U. 8. Attorney Saypol said Vago,
4 native of Hungary but a natural
ized American, formerly was l!
partner of Abraham Brothman.'
Queens engineer awaiting tial on
charges of conspiracy to obstruct
Jjustice In the spy Inquiry.

The perjury charge grew out of
Vago's testimony before the grand
jury about a visit he made to

-
.
2
—— -

¥

rcompanied by his wife. Claire, bu ’
Saypol said “the truth is that hi ]
wife went with him.” The sig:

nificance of this testimony w

not explained by Saypol,
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D ENGINEER
AS NEW LINK IN
ESPIONAGE ‘PLOT

Oscar John Vago, Hungarian-

rest in $50,000 bail in Manhat.
tan today, under indictment on
perjury charges in the Federal
espionage investigation growing
out of the confession of Dr.
Klaus Fuchs, British physicist,
that he had turned over to Rus-
sia atom bomb seciets he ob-
tained in the United States.
Klaus is pnow serving a 14
year prison term in England,
and awaiting sentence in this
country after confessing topass-
ing secret information on to
Klaus is Harry Gold, Philadel-
phia bio-chemist. United States
Attorney Irving H., Savpol in
Manhattan disclosed that Vago,
then a pariner in A. Brothman
Associates, chemical engineering
firm of 29-28 41st Ave., Long ls-
land City, had emploved Go'd.
Vago's associates in that firm,
Abraham Brothman and Miss
Miriam Moskowitz, are under
indictment on charges of con-
spiring to obstruct justice dur-
ing an investigation of subver-
sive activities.

Naturalized in 1939

Vago. a naturalized American
since 1939, was an employe of
the Carol Management Corpora-
tion, 12 E, 48th St., Manhattan,
when he was arrested by FBI
men vesterday. He was held in
$50,000 bail, which he could not
furnish, by United States Com-
n;n:sloner Edward W. McDon-
ald

Mr. Saypol said that \age,
questioned by a Federal grand
jury, swote that he came to this
country Jan, 12, 1925, returned
to his homeland four years later
and returned to the United
States in January, 1933—where-

here continuously from 1925
until Dec. 1, 1932. Vago is also
said to have told the grand
jurors that when he left Hun-
gary in 1925 he left his wife
behind an dshe joined him lat-

er, but the fact was that she

accomp ied him. b
~pol declined to e£plain
(he .gmfxcance of th e dis-

icrepfincies.

born engineer, was under ar-’

as the fact was that he lived -
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A-Spy Gold's
Ex-Boss Held

|
!
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As Perjurer

Oscar John Vago, a former
,employer and acquaintance of ad-
;mitted atom spy Harry Gold, was
‘held In $50,000 bail today on a
.charge he had perjured himself
‘before a Federal grand jury in
ivestigating espionage.

U. S. Atty. Saypol charged that
Vago, a 52-year-old Hungarian-
born engineer, of 6607 99th St,
Rego Park, L. 1., had lied when
+he told the grand jury last Sept.

20 that he had been out of the

country between 1929 and 1933.
Actually, Saypol sald, Vago had
been away only two months in

1933 and, contrary to his testi- .

mony, had been accompanied by
his wife.
* Vago, according to Saypol, was
formerly a partner of Abraham
Brothman in a Long Island City
chemical engineering firm when
Gold worked there.

Brothman and a business asso-

‘ciate, Mirlam Moskowitz, of 151

Eighth Av., are under Indictment
on charges of conspiring to ob-
struct justice dywing a grand jury
Investigation of espionage.
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LNOTUER SUSPRCT |
IS HELD IN SPY CASE):

Foreign-Born Engineer, 52,
Is Indicted Here by U. S.°
Jury-on Perjury Charge

Y E_R.
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The Federal gnfzd jury's con-|,

tinuing atom spy invesatigation sAC

resulted yesterday in the indict- ASAC 1
|ment and arrest of & 52-year-old|.: ASAcC 2
foreign-born structural engineer on|: K’rC.

a charge of perjury, grc. 2

- Arrested by Federal Bureau of] ¥ -~ £rc. 3
Investigation agents at 1:45 P. M. ° eF~ 4 an

in front of 18 East Forty-eight
Street, Oscar John Vago of 66-07
Ninety-ninth Street, Rego Park,
Queens, was held later in $50,000

bail by United States Commis- sEC -
sioner Edward W. McDonald, eer .
Vago, according to United States hyS A s
Attorney Irving H. Saypol, l;»vns 3 RERENY AP L334
formerly a partner of Abrsham .3 it
Brothman in a chemical engineer- Oscar John Vago ) .
ing company }lln Iﬁng Isélond City -
at the time when Harry Gold, con- p o
fessed Russian atom spy, worked &;%’gf&’:ﬁg' Corps of the .
: there, Last Wednesday Vago waa ques.

Brothman, 32, of 41-08 Forty-
second Street, Sunnyside, Queens,
and another business associate,
Miriam Moskowitz, 34, of 151
Eighth Avenue, are awsitlng trial
on charges of conspiracy to ob-
stryet justice during a grand jury
investigation of espionage. They
are alleged to have influenced the
testimony of Gold before the
panel.

Came from Hungary in 1825

Born in Budapest, Hungary,
Vago came to this country in 1825
and was naturalized in 1939. His
wife, Claire, whom he married
here, also came from Budapest.
They have two children.

A civil engineer, Vago was grad-
uated from the Royal Hungarian
Technical University in Budapest.
He took engineering courses at
Pratt Institute, Brooklyn, and
worked for several local companijes
a3 a structural engineer,

He was employed for several
months in 1938-39 as an engineer
in the Federal Public Housing Ad-
- ministration and from November,
1939, to May, 194}, worked as &

tioned before the grand jury by|.

Thomas J. Donegan, special assist-
ant to the Attorney General, The
defendant told the panel he went
back to Budapest in 1929 to visit
his family and returned here in
1833. He added that when he left,
his wife did not accompany him
but joined him there later,

Says Wife Accompanied Him

The grand jury charged, how-
ever, that Vago lived continuously
in thix country from 1925 to Dec.
1, 1932, At that time, they said,
he did go to Hungary for two
months and Mrs. Vago went too.

Mr, Saypol refused to reveal the

purpose of Vago's visit to Europe.

and whether it had anything to do
with espionage. Also, no explana-

tion was given as to what Vago, .

might possibly be trying to con-
ceal by telling the panel he was
out of the country four yesars
when he was actually here.

At his arrest Vago was em-
ployed by the Carol Mansgement
Corporation, 12 East Forty-eighth
Street. If convicted he faces s

structural engineer designing pe-lfive-vear prison sentency or a $10,- *

Untseso® concrete structures forl 000 Fine, < ~ /00 -SS2Y > A
B F e BI I.
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TITLE

Frietid of Gold
Held in $50,000]

In Spy Inqmry

Man Who Once Employed
‘Russian Espionage Agent
It Arrested for Perjury
Oscar John Vago, Hungarian-

born structural engineer described
‘as an acquaintance and former

employer of confessed atom spy|:
Harry Gold, was held yesterday in}°

$50,000 bail after he was indicted
for perjury in connection with a
‘Federal grand jury investigation
'of espionage.

Vago. fifty-two, of 66-07 Ninety-
ninth Street, Rego Park, Queens,
was an associate structural engi-
neer with the Federal Public Hous~
ing Administration from 1938 to
1839. From November, 1939, to
May, 1941, he designed reinforced
concrete structures for the Quar-
termaster Corps of the War De-
'partment.

Was Brothman Associate

He was formerly a partner of

Abraham Brothman, in A. Broth.| .
man Associates, a Long Island !

City, Queens, chemical engineer-
ing firm. Brothman and Miss
Miriam Moskowitz are already
-under indictment on charges of
conspiring to obstruct justice dur-
ing a grand jury investigation of
subversive activities. When Vago
was Brothman's partner, Gold, s
Pmladelphla blio-chemist, was an
‘employee of the company, accord-
(ing to United States Attorney

Irving H. S8aypol. Gold ig awaiting|.

sentence on his n,dmlmog to being

! Vago, who came to this country
‘trdin Haligary on Ja;ﬁms.

told the grand jury that he re-
iturned to his homeland in 1929
‘and re-entered the Unlted States
in January, 1933. The grand jury
 charged, however, that he lived
continuously in this country from
‘1925 until Dec. 1, 1932, -
" Mr. Saypol refused to comment
on the signiticance of the dates.
The prosecutor said that Vago also
told the panel that when he left
for Hungary in 1929 he was not
accompanied by his wife, Claire,
but that she joined him later. His
wife did accompany him when he
left, Mr. Saypol said.
: Trip to Hungary Not Explained
The prosecutor refused to reveal
what purpose, if eny, Vago's visit
to Hungary was designed to ac-
complish or whether the trip had
janything to do with espionage.

“vago , & naturalized American

since 1939, is a graduate civil en-
gineer of the Royal Hungarian
Technleal University of Budapest.
Mr. Sayuol said that Vago was
employed by the Carol Manage-
ment Corp. of 12 East Forty-
eighth Street,
He was arresled by Federal Bur-
u of Investigation agents at 1:45
m. yesterday in front of 18 Eat
bortieth Street and was held In
0.000 bait by United States Comp-
oner Edward W. McDonal

a Spy for Russia.
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FBI Arrests - -
Engineer for
Atom Spy Quiz

Headed Firm Where_
Gold Weas Employed

A $2-year-old Queens man is
‘the latest suspect picked up in the
'widening atom &py ring investiga-
Llons.

. Oscar John Vago of 66-07 09th
£t.. Rego Park. was arrested yester.
tHay by FBI agents after a fed-
‘g-al grand jury had handed up a
Yperjury indictment against him.
* Vago, & foreign-born structural
ngineer, was held later in $50.000
iail by United States Commissioner
‘dward W. McDonald.
~ US. Attorney Irving H. Saypol
»mid Vago formerly was a pariner
of Abraham Brothman in a chema
fcal engineering company in Long
Isiand City whent Harry Gold, ad-
‘mitted Russian atom spy, worked
there.

Brothman and an associate are
awaiting trial on charges of con-
spiracy to obstruct justice during
the grand jury spy investigation.

Vago was employed by the Carol
Management Corp., 13 E. 48th St

1f convicted, he faces & five-year
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-Spy's Ex-Boss
ets Trial Nov.

Nov. 13 has been set for {he
trial of Oscar John Vago, 82, for-
mer employer of Harry Gold, the
confessed atom spy, on a charge
of perjury before a Federal Grand
Jury investigating espionage.

Mr. Vago, Bungari an-born
stpuctural engineer of 66-07 9th
S§. Rego Park, Queens, pleafed
irhocent yesetrday before Fedetal

Jpdre William Bondy. He iz We-]

ifg held in $50,000 bail.
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‘ ;| Phia  blo-chemist, was ap em-1H. )
|HAFFY Cold’s Associate]fo%}soh 25 compaay, according ense . hi el oo-
{Enters ‘Not Guilty’ Plea; =~~~ e USSR, - f
| Oscar John Vago, ffty-iwo, R s_, -
Hungarian-born structural engi- / [
neer described as an acquaintance

and former employer of Harry,
Gold, confessed atom spy, pleaded!
not gulllty yesterday before Fed-:
eral Judge Wiliam Bondy to a!
charge of perjury before a Fed-'

‘eral Grand Jury investigating es-
pionage.

He is being held in $50,000 ball.
The court set Nov, 13 for trial on’
the recommendation of Assistant.

,United States Attorney Roy M.
+Cohn. Vago gave his home address
{as 66-07 Ninety-ninth Street, Rego
*Park, Queens.,

' Vago was formerly & partner
of Abraham Brothman, ‘in A.
Brothman Associates, a Long
Island City, Queens, chemical en-
gineering firm. Brothman and Miss
Miriam Moskowitz are awaiting
trial on charges of conspiring to
obstruct justice during the grand
Jury investigation of subversive ac-
Ax e

tivitiec. 5¥hen Vago wag Brsdh

man’s partner, Gold a Phitadel-

¥
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Perjury Trial Date Off:

Setting of a-date for the perjuryl

trial of Oscar John Vago, 52, of;

GG6-P7 96th St., Rego Park, Que s,t

waj adjourned until today in Fad-1
er§ Court yesterday. Vago, -
sciibed by the Government as Wy
former employer of Harry Gold, |
confessed stom spy, lied to a fed-

L]
eral grand jury, it is charged.
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'Spy Suspects’
Cases Delayed:

Action in a number of eases in-
volving espionage was postponed|:
vesterday in Federal Gourt until
tomorrow because U. S. Attorney
hrving H. Sayprl was in Washing-
ton i connection with the Supreme
Court appeal of 11 convicted Com-
munist leaders,

Cases postponed were the trial |-
of Julius Rosenberg and his wife,
Ethel; the sentencing of Mrs.
Rosenberg’s brother, David Green-l
glass; and pleading by Morton
Sobell. -

A trial date will be fixed also
tonmorrow for Os¢axr_John Vago, |
former employet of Harry

onfessed atom  spy,  Vago
harged with perjuring himsif
efore a grand jury investigating

®

vold’s espionage. ¢
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i Tricl for Geld's
Ex-Boss Put Off,

The perjury Lirial of Oscar Johni

: AC
Vago, 82, Hungarian-born former ! isAcf
employer of atom spy Harry Gold, ASAC ©
wag postponed indefinitely by Fede - st
eral Judge Henry W. Goddard yese. arc. 2
terday. Vago was indicted because s:7 3
f discrepancies in testimony bee ﬂ - 4
re & federal grand jury. Vago foome
riginally held in $40,000 bail, wa R
cleased last Saturday on $500 S -
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«_Jdudge Assails - Govérnment's
Delay in Prosecuting Vago,
Partner of Brothman

L

Criticizing the Government for
not having prosecuted promplly,
Federal Judge Sylvester Ryan
placed Oscar John Vago. S-year-
old, Hungarian-born structural en-
gineer, on three years' probation
yesterday for committing perjury
in 1050 before a Federal grand’
jury investigating a Russian atom
Bpy ring. A sentence of three years
in prison was suspended.

The jurist said the case “should

have been promptly prosecuted by
the Government, and not eighteen
or twenty months afterward.”
Vago was found guilty by Judge
‘Ryan after a brief trial without
a jury.

On Sept. 20, 1950, the defendant,
a naturslized citizen who came
here in 1825, told the grand jury
‘he went back to Budapest in 1929
to visit his family and returned
here in 1933. A week later -he re-
turned before the panel. recanted,
his previous testimony and said he
had lived continuously in this'
country from 1825 to 1932, when
he left to spend two months in
Hungary. The next day the grand
jury indicted him for commilting
perjury in the first instance, :

Vago, who Iives at 66-07 Ninely-:
ninth Street, Rego Park Queens, .
was a one-time partner{of Abra-’ .
- ham Brothman in a Logg Island

ty chemical engineertng com-,

ny which employed, at §hat time,

arry Gold, confessed alom spy.

rothman was convicted in 1950 .

% conspiracy to impede the grand’
jury's investigation and is serving;

& seven-year sentence.
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Defense counse] said Vago naa
o intfnt to obstruct the grand
jury thvestigation, but that his:
only rfotive in lying was to pro-'
‘tect Mis citizenship, which way
‘granted in 1939, Vago had over-
:gtayed a student's visa. -
¢ Judge Ryan held that the de-
fendant had deliberately §ed to
the grand jury and the Notive
wag not a mitigating force." The
Jurist said that & witness could’
.not choose the time to recant
in an effort to expunge the per-:
‘jury. '

Robert Martin, Azsistant Unit-

‘ed States Attorney. told the court
that the Government had infor-!
;mation that Vago *“has been an.
active member of the Communist.
party, has expressed 8 dist,ut.el
ifor our form of Government and}
liked the Communist form of
. government.”

Mr. Martin also said that Vago
“nag relatives who are members’
of the Hungarian Communist
party, and we belicve that some
lof those relatives ere officials
,of the present Hungarian Gov-
‘ernment.”

} .After imposing sentence, Judge
‘Ryan said:

' "“You came here as an immigrant
‘and you got all the privileges of
United States citizenship. but I
jdoudbt that you met all the obli-
gations that go with those priv-
ilges. If you hope to continue, you
should begin to fulfill those obli-
gations.

“There 1s no doubt you would
not enjoy living in 8 country
domjnated by communism. But,
if fou don't like our way fof
life{here, I think you could|be
-feagily sccomodated if you wishy to
.|be fnt back to Hungary or e
_|other country dominated by CCm-

munist rule.”
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Atom Spy Witness I
Guilty of Perjury

Ogear J. Vago, 54, a Kungarian-
bo structural engineer, was
found guilty of perjury today in
connection with a grand jury
atom spy Investigation, Federal

ing the fact that Vago had not
been tried months ago, suspended
a three-year prison sentence and
put him on probation for 3 years.
Vago, who came to this country
in 1925, told a grand jury on Sept.
20, 1950, that he returned to his

not come back here until 1933,
week later he corrected his test]-,
mony and said he had been in ¢
nited States continuously sin
1p25 except for a two-month vi
Hungary in 1832. .
Vago, who lives at 66-07 99Lh
.. Rego Park, was once & partner
of Abrlharn Brothman, chemical'
engineer, who employed Harry

Gold, confessed atom spy.

Judge Sylvester J. Ryan, lament-,

native Budapest in 1923 snd did,
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Gold Asseociate Convicted,
Of Perjury, but Is Fre¢d

scar John Vago, & Hungarfn
by} birth and a former associjte
of$ Harry Gold, confesesd atom
spy, was found guilty of perjury
yesterday by Judge Sylvester J.
Ryan in United States District
Court, having chosen to be tried
without a jury. In 1550, in testi-
mony before a Federal grand jury
which he corrected within a week,
Vago said that he had been con-
tinuously in the United States
from 1925 to 1932.

Judge Ryan, =after Assistant
United States Attorney Robert
Martin acknowledged that Vago
had not Impeded the investigation
in which he testified, suspended a
sentence of three years and put
him on probation for that period.
Tt Mr. Martin said the defendant had
been an active Communist and
had announced his preference for
that form of government.

“You came here as an imml-
grant.,” said Judge Ryan to Vadp,
“and you got all the privileges pf
citkenship, but I doubt that ygu
" . ma all the obligations that go
with those privileges. If you ho
. |to Jcontinue, you should begin to
fulfill those obligations.”
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Nago's Perjury
Senfenced Easec

-

Qn | l;rob.ati.on:

By HOWARD RUSHMORE

Oscar J. Vago, 53, of 66-07 89th
st., Rego Park, Queens, was sent-
enced by Federal Judge Ryan to-
day to two years in prison on &

Ryan suspended the sentence |
and placed the Hungarian-born
engineer on probation for three
years. }

The Government called Vago ani
active member of the Communist}
Party and said he was disloyal to|
the United States. i

Asst. U. B. Attorney Robert,
Martin told the court the Govern-
ment recommended a sentence of
s year and a day.

EMPLOYED A-SPY GOLD.

Vago was arrested in 1830 In
connection with the case of Abra-
ham Brothman, another engineer,
who was tried and convicted on
charges of conspiring to obstruct
justice during a grand jury probe
of A-bomb espionage.

Yago was a pariner of Broth-
man and the fwo ewned a
" chemical engineering company
" in Long Island Citys Harry

Gold, top Soviet spy courler

ow serving a 30-year sentenc

or espionage, was employe
here,

Vago was indicted by the grar
juy for testimony concerning
trip to Hungary in 1929. At vari-
ous times he was employed by
‘the Federal Public Housing Ad-
ministration and the Quarter-t
master Corps of the War Depart.-l
_ment.
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NOTICE

THE BEST COPIES OBTAINABLE ARE
INCLUDED IN THE REPRODUCTION
OF THE FILE. PAGES INCLUDED
THAT ARE BLURRED, LIGHT OR
OTHERWISE DIFFICULT TO READ
ARE THE RESULT OF THE CONDITION
AND OR COLOR OF THE ORIGINALS

PROVIDED. THESE ARE THE BEST
COPIES AVAILABLE,
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o On September 19, :1950 OSCAR J. VAGC, who was under surveillance
' by the writer was observed depositing letters in a letterbox on the Northwest -
o corner of 4Rth Street and Macison Avenue, New York City. Through the courtesy
AL of of the Grand Central Station Post Office, New
York 17, Now York, the sealed envelopes were made available to the writer, "
A1l of these letters contained a printed return address on the flap of the
envelope pr}nted»in blue ink as follows: IR . bl\o
- ®0scar J. Vago, P.E.
6607 Ninty-ninth Street _
Rego Park, L.I, N.Y."
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. , 26. Great Lakes Steel Corp - -~ '1‘&
Stran-steel I vision, Penobskot Building, SN
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Porete Mfg. Co. SR
“North Arlington, W.J. :

Crane Co. o <.
836 So. Michigan Avenue, - - ) T
Chicago, I11i, S

Trucon Laboratories - - ) :
Cement Tile Divilisn P i e
utmit 11, mch : ., ™ :_— e A R .: T
Anerican Institute of Steel COnSt.ruction, . :

101 Park Avenus ool T T
New York 17, New York R

Ceco Steel Products Corporation, T v
5701 West 26th Street,

Chicago 50, Ill. _ .

Air Reduction Company e

‘60 East 42nd Street, - ST

New York 17, New York .: . ‘ o
Flochart Foundry Company, e e e .
94 Polk Street, LS S T TR el
Newark 1, New Jersey ‘

Brickcrete Assoiation . L ciiiiloo . o Sl
4669 So. Division Averue ' ‘ '
Grand Rapids 8, Mich.

Davidson Brick 00mp‘an3.r T
4701 Ploral Drive,” .- L TR
Los Angeles 22, Cal. :
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=" ST Scderal Burrau of Inuestigation Fo s
- Washington 25, B. €. . < “-ooae 70T
S September 20,° 1950 ;';;3ff¢A‘ax~wm‘¢ <v%~! .,;ﬂ<‘ e
- S - el CONPIDENTIALY ﬁéﬁy
“;." I - Lo Tl Lo L el W e T sl SRS ?’S‘:‘.
="' 90: °  COLLECTOR OF CUSTOMS - L BT T e ‘3‘3”? S
. " . PR T .A:_‘t;.'., P P R

SUBJECT: OSCAR JOHN VAGO, with alias Oszkar Vago P

. . . The Federal Bureau of Investigation, U. §. Department of Justice, ig-
- . interested in OSCAR JOHN VAGO, wa. as above, & United States citizen, who may
.- attompt to leave the United States with his wife and chxldren. VAGO is de-
scrived as follows: - . et

PR PN

Born: February 27, 1898

Place of Birth: Budapest, Hungary ' 'jf“h"““?
. Present Residencs: 6607 99th Street, Rego Park, -~ ~~ o
_ B e Lorig Island, New York ~ -~ -~ et
. ) Race: White . e T T
S Height: 5°' 7" ' R S TP
SR Weight: 165 pounds S T Y
FRe . Hair: Brown ' ST s
P L Eyes: Brown - v .

Build: Medium to heav&
Naturalized: 1939

TR Wife: CLAIRE VAGO nee WEISMAN, born 1907, ~ . .-
o Budapest, Hungary; neturalized 1931. .
e T Children: JOHN, age 12; SUSAN, age 4

emt e e : In the event this individual attempts to leave a port in your dxstr~--
“ "4t would be zppreciated if you will notify by telephone, collect if necessary:

AL the nearest office of the Federal Bureau of Investigatiion and at the same tir:-
notify that office that the New York Division of the Federal Bureau of Investi-
gatlon is particularly interested in VAGO ‘

P 2, -

T e .»—'1" R P TIPS

VAGO should rot be unduly detained or otherw1se made aware thet the
Federal Bureau of. Investagatlon is interested in hzm. -

7w e

o T Very t.ruly youra. Cen 3

m iy ir=g

e vy L ARETXRD Ll

3

4ot - Lo atenj f

e v eranabyus

1;,(2,.]?\;_]9:— sl 7 _ GUY HOTTEL - X

- Special Agent in Chargeﬂ,. s
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o cderal Bureau of lnnnﬁﬁtinn R
~ o Anited States Department of Justice ... “"'""“" - "“’

v - o - -f:--—-«rv;—-vf«g-“_” N T e e 607 United stete‘ COUt Bou‘. v
E e ) ‘ . Toley Square )
SO - Hevw York 7, Yew !ork

4 - -~ .
. o -3 - ~ .
= g B -
[P LT Ty B . ;-\{- o T, oL »:"','«-!;:,'-" »--«?aﬁm'-w R
e L L Ty g W - . Cu g e N N . <, -
SEER Gt - B T FERSOYAL AYD ca'ﬂn:mx.ln

e .Septeab r 22, 1950 _‘

P 2
E RS o
. P - — - . e e -k
. - T
- ~ 7"' A -

¥r. Zawrrd L. Braune, Agent L Rty e T T gt .
¥ew York Telephone Company ) 4 U s e e TR
140 'Bﬁt Str“et ‘. ) ;oL £ . ’ - -"j' . ’A" kTt

- Few York 7, Few York ) I!' K “:,4,«- “"ﬂ-' R ST SR

,__ '&M xr ’Bram’. > E™ - - .~»...‘)_~. . et s med el e B - ) - "“‘““’Q‘ BT b e "?t"' T

In connection with an official 1nvest1gﬁtion being conducted by = -
this office it 48 requested that informetion be furniehed concerning toll
calls charged to TLLINNIS 9-5584 during the last si: months, :
This number is reported to be listed to OSCAR JTHEN VACO, 66-07 99th Streat,
Forest Hills, Long Island, Naw York.

e Your cooperstion tn this matter will be grertly appreciated, i .-

- .
- - -

- Yery truly yours,

B RO e X S NI U S Q&.\.s-"\.s.k QM AN e

RN SUWARD SCRTIDT, R
' Special Ageat in Charge . - - .-
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607 .5 Court. fouse - ” '“ﬁ“"* e
e v

E‘tu»n&?"ﬁ'&*n-#ka i baam e ey o FOLOY BQuATS.
oy AT ﬂa- York '7, Now York .
- 4o 'u T . - - - -\."
o .4‘11.‘ \s-l l.., ;‘-", 4_ ; f." ;,.._..,_\-.Jv§ -(, ) _.f., 'y ‘r‘ ?_‘ e ‘
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- ~ a” . =T e f 1‘*4‘---&0? EEN 'MQ‘."\.-“-—-—'-
- ;‘ ’ .A‘\‘r- ."- ol
; S - . L Scp'oc'nbor 25, 1950 e
- - S a'y @ -‘. ,v_;l..' T - »"'Y ‘et - } y -~ '_A__ .
:t:"’.: ,’.i:"f" e ﬁ-\f".-onvjulu‘i ‘b‘,:.\:\:‘ PR -a;.)..’;.::‘tf :’-..\:’:r )‘_ :t-' 4... -f') e 'T’Vg -
"{-9 TRy ST L :. e’b b T R )
u N Y ‘;; _,'\,00‘ 11’ . ," o .
R Ilr. Edward J. S\aughnouy RISt ,i' R
“.ﬁ:-.‘“ ’m’tﬂct m_rcctor e L s el & .a‘-"v'l AT e 7 Tat .-",
R Immipration and Naturaligation Servieo ...« - - N BRI
o 70 Columbus Avonue o . ’ ot e,
Lo Wow York 23, Fow York . £ .7 T o
B - . e L o na T . L R
’-i‘z'-'... ‘. : ; “1’“»’ ‘i'.-” ) -
B2 ae PR Y ohn a
G 2D A e e S
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‘#‘J" e e e an o-q.-a.,x-\ e "!:1:1940-34'1'& .‘ VIR WA W Sre iy w9 .}4.'_,‘& ,“-‘V,'s.,.‘.,,_.‘. ey ‘,,,- - q_::_.,\‘v,:';_
In cornection with an official invostigation ir this office . .
it 13 requested that you make aveilable for photostattingvour files - .°° 7
93943-9£9 and 2270-31052M pertaining to the above captioncd individual., =~
In rcply plcaao rofer to our rilo 100-55242. ,‘."-'1..“.‘; : ;-;1 »_'- i
3 l"". oy Ny - oura -
T L e e s,
""“"‘"““‘“”' "‘*"‘" -l “*“;""«_ Call .A U Rl AR gt Q ». . 't-l
TR EE IO R N e S Yo XS 2' - i - -
A T PD7ARD scwrmr,‘ i
s i e o . jwz, Special Agcnt 1n ergo
. .“__,_ . - o . S T ) '
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=¥ . FROM ‘s  SAC, Seint Louls - -~ . TR ko
fren P N - - . N
3’.;‘.-"'_ SUBJECT: OSCAR JOHN VAGO,

w. . . ESPIONAGE - B

. Re New York teletype September 22 ’ 1950 l.nd St. l.ouis tolctyp.
¥ .-, September 26, 1950, | ‘ | S
IQ.' M Enclosed herewith are two sets of photostatic coples of forms T
-y e - -oontained in subject's Army civilian personnel file at RACAG. e
' auC. | ' ST
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()ﬁzce Memorgﬂdum . UNITED sm‘gs GOVERNMEN’I

- — e, Yo e e -pyi-h—#- ut-v—w
%O . ac, MENW YORE ... . f - o.u'z September 21, 150
- oA I 2-“"."-'c:fl‘?*”:;;'j\"-. - - - :-_ f W‘*‘:—
- FROM f{ * 8AC, WEWARK * TSR L
’ ”-‘ S %')”‘ ?’V,x-*( N ‘l‘~’.3“ ey -
SUBJBCT: OSCAR JOHN VAGO, Was. / Sa '/& e e s‘f@"ﬁ' )
ESFIONACE - k L o e

v

T-~ 7 Heurtel Septemter 21, 1950 in which you request certain i.ni‘ormltion
= - dbe obt-ained from the Flochart Foundry Company and the Forete Mamufacturing
- Company, both New Jersey. Reference is also made to mytel to New York dated
July 22, 1950 in which it was advised of Newark's initial contacts with the
- representatives of the above two firms. . L
ROBERT MOCRE, President of the Flochart Foundry COmpm.y, 911 rolk.
- Street, Newark, New Jersey, was able to recall that on about the 20th of
October he received & letter from one OSCAR JOHN VAGO of Long Island City, .
e New York. He stated that he no longer had this letter tut that his recol-
lection was thatit was a one sentence request for company catalogues which
are generally furnished to those people requesting tbem. MOOKE advised he = -~ -
“ = maintains a close record of all outgoing, as well as incoming oomspondence, )
and that a check of these records failed to reflect any previous correspondencc
from or with VAGO. .

B MOORE stated that as is his practice in regard to such requests "
g he forwarded to VAGO three catalogues dealing with Flochart designs on '
construction castings. MOORE stated that none of the information contained
in these files was of a classified nature and that it was his belief that
VAGO's request for these catalogues was prompted by Flochart Company advertis:-
. ments in such publications as ®Sweets file——architectural cetalogue service"
- which advertiaements are designed to solicit such inguiries. )
T EhNEST WALTER, President of the rorete Company, adnsed t.hat his
firm also advertises in such publications as "Sweets file"., He stated that i
response to one of their advertisements they received a letter from VAGO on .-« ...
September 18 in which he requestea the company's general catslogue. WALTER . _ .
advised that in response to this letter the company's catalogue on %rre-Case
and Foured in the Field Light-weight Concrete Products" was mailed to VAGO.
At the time this catalogue was mailed to VAGO, the company invited him to ..
Y. request information regarding their patented "Alpha Composite Construction
. Pmcess" 4f such information would be of use to him. , Ve

o

Accordingly, on September 23, 1950 a seeond letter was received
from VAGO in which he requested information regarding the Alpha Procees. et e ;T':

W

"= <"7. WALTER explained that the Alpha Frocess is one on whtich t.he I—ox-et.e
Company has patent rights. He stated that Alpha Frocess is used in the - oy
manufacture of tuildings and bridges wherp both steel beams and concrete are

- used. This process which makes use of pouted ooncbete Aas an a.i. ng cuyport t.e
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steel beans instead of merely a flooring surface through the use of metal -
spirals which connect the concrete to the .supporting steel beams,is said

to result in more stable construction with a LO per cent decrease in the
use of steel,

- . - Neither of the abowe two contacts was able to furnish a.ny addi- .-

tional information regarding VAGO. ) - e -
Inasmuch as there appears to be noother leads to be covered in

this area regarding this mt.ter, this is being RUC!'d.
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RAA S S 9/28/50 MRS gy
e S - BTG
" R - O s S A T MR W,y TR
- R -« CHILF CLepyg
X MEMO - PROPERTY CILERK
o - - o -~ TRAINING tN\)P
Tantyt . ' s -¢ Re: OSCAR JOHN VAGO . "° . . - . - -
b ) . , . e
e ‘ ESP.R . = *- e
U, EEPISEEN ~ - gt lat v ->;-
- e e . L PR, Tl T .
’ SAAG T. J. Donegan called me today, at which tine I advised him = .- -

o ve contemplated making arrest of VAGO immediately upon the issuance of
e the wvarrant. BHe gaid they originally considered the issuance of a com-
e plaint and a commissioner's varrant, but that some Question had arisen
R as to vhether SA Kane should sign the complaint. I explained to Mr. Done-
L gan that we contemplated making arrest immediately upon the issuance of

-~ ;.- ‘the varrant. He asked vhether it would be an advantage to issue a com- o
‘+ 7. missioner's complaint and I told him that that was & matter entirely wp = -
N ,‘;.;, . to hicself and the United States Attorney's Office. He then stated that
L they would issue a bench warrant for VAGO and that he would be arraigned

" . ° befor s Judge. I pointed out to Mr. Donegan that ve were not waking any

‘ recommendation as to the procedure to be folloved with regard to the is-

i suance of the warrant.
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".“_" ) Inspector A. H. ‘Belﬁont, Bureau, called and advised that it wvas
- satisfactdry with the Bureau to merely confirm the arrest of VAGO.

With

regard to| the question of hold off on arresting him until such time as he

“ta s = e - -

. > 45 home, |&r. Belmont stated that we should, upon the issuance of the in-
dictment \nd the varrant, make the arrest immediately or as soon there- o
. after as possible and should not wait to make the arrest at his bome.-w--:v=o-v -
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S, . : _ ' -«~TRAINING UNIT {
P Re: OSCAR JOHN VAGO .. ».. .. | . {
- v S ESPIONAGE « R
- I called Inspector Carl Hennrich, Bureau, 11:15 A.M.today and
advised him that a sealed i{ndictment had beern returned on OSCAR JOHN VAGO .-/
.- and that a bench warrant bad been issued today charging that on 9/20/50, -
- OSCAR JOBR VAGO unlawfully coumitted Perjury before Federal Grand Jury, N e =
%Py 7. SDNY, 4o violation of Title 18, Section 1621, U. S. Code. Bench Warrant =~ -
signed by Judge John C. Kpox, 1uued by USA Irving B. Saypol. 1I also dic-
Res tated the indictwent, vhich is set forth, as tollm T T
(1N THE DISTRICT COURT OF THE UNITED STATES o S
FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK - -~ - ... 70 o Lo
’ UNITED STATES OF AMFRICA :
V= . c
- OSCAR JOHN YAGO -~ - i :
. :- X The Grand Jury charges: ] ) o

.1. On or about Sept. 20, 1950, at the Southern District of ERew Yorx ..
and within the Jurisdiction of this Court, OSCAR JOHN VAGO, the defendant ~ ™7~
herein, having duly taken an oath before a competent tribunal, to wit, the
Grand Jurors of the United Statesd America, duly impaneled and sworn in the
United States District Court for the Southern District of New York, ani in-
quiring for that District, in a case then and there pending dbefore said Grand
Jurors in which a law of the United States authorizes an ocath to be adminis- -
tered, that he would testify truly, did unlawvfully, knowvingly, and wilfully,

. and contrary to said oath, state material matter vhich he did not belive to
be true, that is to say: Comn e ew e M sk, S e, s ﬁ,%_, . w,, e

. ’x 3
T ey v et e LY A

FBI - NEW YORK
.SEP 28 1350

pr|




_ well knev and believed wvas untrue 1n that the defendgnt vas in the Unit.ed w"'m

2. That, et the tiuve and place aforesaid, the said Grand Jurors, . .
inquiring as aforesald, were conducting an i{nvestigation entitled United
States v. Jobn Doe, pertaining to possidle violstion of espionage laws of
the United States and any other Federal criminal swtutes, and it was
materisl to said inquiry to ascertain the period of time the defendant

bad been in the United States , and the identity of all persons who accom- -

panied him vhen he departed from, or arrived in the United States, and the
jdentity of all persons with wvhom he associated vhile fin the United States
or elsevhere.

3. That, at the time andplace aforesaid the defendant, OSCAR
JOER VAGO, AQuly appearing ss a witness before the said Grand Jurors, and

then and there being under oath as aforesaid, testified falsely before . . .7

said Grand Jurors vit.h respect to the groresaid material matter as follows:

“q. Have you made any trips outside of the United States ==
since you artived here? A. Yes. I made one trip to
visit my family. .

o,
1 st

"Q. In Bungary?! A. Yes.

*Q. What date? A. I returned to this country in January, 1933.

Yes. - -

A.

Q. And you returned in *33? A.

Something like that,

Q. You wvere awvay approximately four years?

Did your wife go with you?! A. No, she came later.

When you went back to Hungary your wife did not accompany
_you, 48 that right? A. No, she 4id not.

.._A~—~‘\ .

>y right? A. Yes. L .ot

¥When you went to Bungary .- md  { think you said 1t vas '29 -—
A. Yes, *29."

That the aforesa.id testmony of the aefendant, as he then and there»

s A,f‘%d@-ukﬂa.-p.h., N

So that you were in Bungary from '29 .to '32 alone, 13 t.hat S

S
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end his wife eccompanied him when he went to Bunga.ry in 1932. (Title 18, Sec-
. @n 1621, United States Cods.)" _ . : .
e . s et i
. » - I explained to Hr Hennrich thnt upon his arrest the Bureau would - -- -
. - be imrediately potified; that wve contemplated bringing bim fnto the office,
.. . photographing and fingerprinting him, conducting an interviev, and attempting
' to obtain » waiver of search for his residence. I advised the Bureau would
be kept informed of all developments. :
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Federal Bureau of nvestigation

ﬁnitth .tatn !lcpartmmi of Bustice = T
e i, . PR SR
,‘ Ce e Yew York, 1.Y. - '
P P september 28, 1950 "”'ﬁ* -3
T e e . “"“i}s&.‘ku
.- RB:r OSCAR JOHN WABO ¢ ot UM ST e cnnned
X oA >' EPIOA:AG“ - R -~ A N . 31.‘-' . s ) ““*"*jfv'-’\‘

' Inspector Hennrich ‘of the Bureau called at S:15 P.M, on 9/27/50 with
regard to the proposed indictment of VAGU and desired to know specifically -

e what the counts would be in regard to this matter, I told him that wc had
- been confidentially advised that VAGO ted tcstifzed on 9/ 20/50 before the — .
T Grand Jury that e let the 1.S.™n 1920 rir fung iy gRd Teais AR LY
o ebid 2233 and he alse Yectifisg,phat hic wify, 2. 20 mounLpany }#A g
- “this t.;g,w joqu d pim puere in 1932. P '
S et Cn 9/27/50 VAGu had gone before the Grand Jury and statéd l-‘F"a‘ ret.a.*r«z -
3 he U.S, fram 1929 to Decenber 1032, and further phder gpustioning YASC o T
\iﬂd slzted he h2d left the U.ST in Deceuter 1532 aud bad rolurned on January’ ://
ot 1533. DJ‘.LI’I]: this trip he vas accompnied by his wife.  He admitted ~= 7+~

perJury before the Grand Jury and we feel that tYis was proYably based on
the fact that on the night of 9/26/50 we interviewed individuals of the -
White Construction Go"lpany Newr York City, who had disclosed that VA.:D

had woriced there contimually from October 25, 1920 to Decerbar 3, 1222,
. and during this period he had reccived compensation from the White Constructi
<= .~ ° Coe, and, further, that this information had been furnished to SAAS Donegan
who utilized it 1n his questioning oi‘ VAGO before the Grand Jury. o

eIl ‘T explained to 1r. Rennrich that it was the opinion of Mr. Donegan

27 . that this was a material fact and that it was contemplated VAGO would be -

F L indicted somectime on 9/28/50 and a bench warrant issued. I explained to Yr,
° Nennrich that Y. Doneban had r\,unobOd tha IBI to rake tuc p')rc‘)«.“uon’

and that the details would be sent to the Bureau on 9/27/50 setting lorth

hia the above information and that we were not. recorrending a pres., relea.se bu‘
e only confirmation of the arrest. L e eI T T e e
LW At 10:15 A.X. on 9/28/50 T called M. Belno'ﬂ: of the Bureau and advised
%, ~ - 'him wo were contemplating the issuance of a scalcd irdictment in order to .
. preclude any prerature disclosure prior to the arrest and that the 'question'

“had arisen whether or not we should hold off making the arrest until VAQGO .
returned to his residence that night. Yr. Belmont brought up the point
t'nt the sea.rch incidental to the arrest on the per,}ury indlctment. was &




e C¥ SN POV PVIV- U WY

& R N . B PR - “,\5& W BRSO s .
' . - B A

A, = = e e - R I e AR Tt o s"‘-*-mﬁ"' R
L T Yorc o L en s ey dlgared. S D s : L A
© 1 100=552L2 - T T - ‘

“-.'] - ‘_;-"1;- 3 '&lv\ " T oL, ’ oY > "“‘ "_._':r "a:' G - rv-‘.i_g':'_.'f‘s 2 -

restrictive and it might be 8 better procedure to make the arrest immediatscls.. -
. and interview VAGU and obtain a saiver of search for his residence. I told

Lo lr. Belmont that we would attenpt to obtain a waiver of search in any event.~~

N T also said we would discuss with kr. Donepan the advisability of making

P the arrest and that any search S.ncident.al to the arrest would be made prior

w0 to arv other action taken. S . - - e abibge

- ‘ Yr. Belmont said he would let me know on the morning of 9/29/50
regarding the questions we should answer in regard to this case. :
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Today, pursuant to ipstructions of ASAC W.

. Vay Department.
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M. Hhelan, 001. Hayer,
of M.I.D., wvas given the details concerning VAGO's employment vith the ~ -
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R S Re: OSCAR JOHN VAGO

‘T ealled Mr. Maguire, Bureau, 4:10 P.M., today and adviged
.him that, unless the Bureau instructed to the contrary, ve would - -
furnish to the press copies of the photograph of VAGO. During this
conversation, Mr. Maguire stated it would be satisfactory for us to . .
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- ansver press inquiries and £ill ¢n on the background of VAGO such as
s place of birth, address, marriage, etc. :
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F % ‘ " I advised Inspector A. H. Belmont, Bureau, 4:35 P.M., today -’ -
) © that VAGO bhad just been arraigned before USC Edw, McDonald and held in .
$50,000. bail. .I pointed out that his attorney had not shown up at

' the arraignment and Mr. McDonald advised that, if his attorney could )
T sbov good caus¢, he would consider a reduction of bail. I said that v
“?:: ..~ .VAGO will be bdrought before a Federal:District Judge on Monday, 10/2/50, PR

- % . to plead to the indictment. I said Mr. Saypol had, in requesting = .

o~ . $50,000. bail stated VAGO was an associate of BROTHMAN and MIRIAM ... .. ...
¥ 2. "7 MOSKOWITZ as well as a friend of HARRY GOLD and that it bad been his,
‘ Mr. Saypol's experience that, in consection witn some of the subjects
o in these cases they had mstructions to flee the country or had attemp-
—e ted to flee.
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In the acve date the vriter recelved a phone call frop Heg o < imcenis:
Jares Carpbell Levis 22 E. 73 St, .i.V.C.. krs Lewis has for sce pears .. oo
sup-lied inforration on a voluntary basis tc thie office, It has been - *.° . °

_ "+ found her relisvi}ity 4s far excoedel by her enthusiasm, - . .. - ceiriesl

R R ol
- .. At Zuly = T s

krs Levis , Hungarian by birth, stated that she mrecalls there was S

Corissar in the Carudst governent of 3ola i $n Buisary ( 1919) ™ - a
by the nae of Vago witlheln ,Sie bblieved that i 1619 this T

. : individual was in his late tseaties , She fever sav him byt recalls - - -

/ seelng pictures of him, and was irpressed by the reserdlance to the -.----

o sublect Oscar Vago, : ST I

SR Lrs Levis suggested that ayone she had been in a responsible - TreEve
position in the liorthy goverment shouli be able to tell frao Plctures =" . -

Interior in the goverment vixlch preceded the Yam regi;ne Janzi, ¥rs N -
Lewds believes , 1s now & professor at Oberlin College, Oberlin, Ohio, 3} —- -

- | . John i, OtiGra, S
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gy ) o ’,’:' 2T 2T REs OSCAR JOHN YAGO, also known ase oo
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e i =2 - ‘This 18 to oonﬁ.rm a telephone request made on:
) September 26, 1950, to Niss Grace Seins of your office, requesting -
that a stop be placed on Vago in order that this office may be adviged
in tle event that he departs from the United States.

v e

. _Vago, a naturalized United States citigzen, was born --
“on Febrmry ‘27, 1898 at Budapest, ﬂungary, and presently residea at s
-66-0’7 9? Street Foroat Billa, New Iork, g N HRE v,.,.",gi e S

R L It 1a roqueswd. only, that thia Ofﬁ.ce be ndnspd
of Vago's departure and not. that ho be detaineds - ..

4

- . PPL

.y _ SIS Te. o In reply, please refer to our !‘ﬂe ﬂ00-55242. PR

FDWARD SCHEIDT | ~ =" "
Spec.al Agent. in Charge
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JET RE: -OSCAR JOEN VAGO “ L
T oL ~ ESPIONAGE s R . oz .. oo wawirii
: e |
i ¥Mr, J. J. McGuirs of the Bureau called with reference
2. to the arrest by FBI Agents on 9-29-50 of Subject who had been -~ .-

=*¢ . - 4ndicted by the grand jury for gerjury in the Abraham Brothman .-
.., . case, He sald that apparently he and Mr. Belmont had issued
;;%En/ wrong instructions to the New York Office in connection with

7. . this arrest « that they had told us to just answer press ine

e Gguiries confirming the arrest and refer everything else to the
U.S. Attorney; that as a result US Attorney Saypol had every-
R thing to say; that the newspapers quote him at length, Mr. :
McGuire said that the Director was very displeased about this,
commenting: "How come all the publicity by Saypol., Why didntt
T we get the jump on this, Where is the New York Office release,
;.5 ~  Just what is it that ‘we vera not 1n a position -to say that Say-
Ut pol could eay," ‘ \ ; _
: Mr, McGuire said traditionally he had always relt that v e
on an indictment beforo a grand jury 1t was & matter that we -~
did not make a release on, but that the Department or the US
Attorney would have the story, and generally over the years

o it has been done this way, although there have been some exceps -
tions and this should have been onees " - - , e oo st

i Mr, McGuire wondered whether we had any agreement wup i
~Z.-7 'here, implieit or otherwise, not to say anything on these ine

- « dictment cases, I advised there is no such agreement; that as . .
M - a result of my recent discussion with My, Saypol on SS cases he

PR told me it 1s his policy not to make releases until the time of 5 .
SO the arraignment in Bureau cases = that at the time we make the i~
IR arrest it 1s our release; that no distinction was drawn between -
f¥3.> " indietments and complaints; that I personally feel we have just. -
R, as much ripght to make a release on & story of an arrest based o ‘if

an ;mdictment as we have on an arrest based on a complai ?%
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o5 - Fler Mr. McGuire said he and Nr. Belmont had pointed out that™ -
.- they felt it improper for the FBI to make the release as we oould -
- not discuss what VAGU sald before the grand jury as it may de . _ . .
“7. .~ econtempt of eourt; that we could not have called VAGVU a spy = thel "

©  Saypol 414; that sven if we had put out & quick release dbefore -
ot VAGO was arraigned Just saying we had arrestesd him, the praau wou.

. still have gons to Saypol and quoted him, .

af*; o ‘I pointed out that in al) the publicity 1 saw on this s> -

Wi Saypol was completely within the proper line; that he 4id not sa; _
n {thing out of line, M¥r, McGuire sald Saypol did not go into de-
. ' 1s but he tied VAGO inwith GOLD where as a matter of fact his -
L asaoci&tion had been with BROTHMAN, = ... e e

.

Arets .

I said that these type of cases are in a special class;
- that in some instances the publicity emanated from the Attorney
- General and the Director, some from the Bureau and in one instanc:
Z4:-Y.. the Bureau told me to make a release; that we always inquire as -
to the Bureau's wishes; that it is not the type of thing where

%7 " routlnely we would be expected to make a release on; that we also
* have to conslder whether a releass would be bad for the case at

- +- that time; that each case of this type woud have to be oonsidered h
e on its own merits, ‘ _ o »

1 agreed that there was some merit to his point about

. this arrest being based on sealed indictment, but on the other . .

+<* " hand we had made the arrest and if the US Attorney could release
the story why couldnt't we have done it, I said I did not see
-*-- . how he ecould prove the Bureau should not have made the release;

» .. .that on the other hand I 4id not see how he could prove we shoulc
have made the release; that I felt the less said the better; that, ..
however, in the rutura we should more carefully considerthe matte~
or making a release in situations aimilar to this.

- B o -
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OBERLIN, 0. ADVISED VAGO WILHELM AND SUBJECT NOT KNOWN To HIM sffi:
SUGGESTS THAT R, GONDOR/ nm COMMUNIST EDITOR OF NY WEEKLY QUOTE
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SAC, Miami . . Octaber 5, 1950

.SAC, lLos Angeles T A

OSCAR JOHN VAGO, was.
SSPIONAGE = R

Reurlet dated 9/26/50,

The rosults of the intorvicw conducted by this office with
PAUL CROUCLy being suwmitted for your information.,- - ~
) 7 - - _5 :
Poro crouc:: of Miand, Floridy, wes interviewed in los Anjoles
by SA . RATLINS OVERTON on Octobor 3, 1950 A photormraph of the
. sub joct was exhiiblted to CRCUCH who advised he did not knicw the subjoct's
« 7 - name but feels that ho is quito sure that he had seon him in tho company
of LOUIS GIBARTI and JACOB GOLOS in Eew York City betwoen 1934 and 1936
on several occasions. - CROUCI{ does not know whether tha subject was a
momber of the Commnist Party or shothor tho occasions he had sean hin
« .- - __. with GIBARTI and GOLOS were in any way camected with the affairs of
the Cormmunist Party. CR0UCH further did not recall the partdicular datas,
times, or places when he had scon the subjeoct in Few York City. CRO.CH «
: stated that although the subject's appearance was familiar to him {rom
boov o gne photograph that he would be unable to make positive identification
of the subject.
oo Ci XCH ideuntified JACOB GOLOS as a moxber of the Control
. . Cormission, CP USA, and & morber of the Hungarian 3Bureau, CP USA. le
. "~ wa3 attached to the staff of Ujelons, & Hungarian newspaper.
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