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"ﬂn‘ e S =)
"”“§€?11 mmployed a5 engineer by Carol Managemen )
rp.; 12 E. 4B 8t., New York, and continues residence i'i
at 66=07 99th St.; Rego Perk, New York., Spot. - ,,f 0
surveillances diselose no pertinent activity. ’;" . L

BRI AL INFOR:ATION fo*m\man

il s ~ - ._1»_ HEREI%& S U?U ixoalnED t‘,ﬁ :
DETAILS: . HENRY BOLIA, assistant superintendent at 66 07 b

. "Street, Rego Park, advised that he sees VAGO almost ~
- . dally at that address and had frequent occasion to visit .
the VAGO apartment. He advised thet there are few vlsitors at that. .
| address during bhis period of duty and that in his conversations with
VAGO and other members of the family there appears tb be no doubt of {
the family's continuing intention tp reside at the address. He l
stated that VAGO appears to avoid contact with other tenants since his :
arrest and no longer engages in attempts to project his political
beliefs on his neighbors.

i

Doctor ROBERT JACOBS, dentist at the building in which -
VAGO resides, 2130 advised that he sees VAGO regularly entering and v
leaving the building, but could furnish no other information.

© JACOB ARONOW, former employer of VAGO at 12 East 48th
Street, advised that VAGO works regularly at that address as an
englneering draftsman for Carol Management Corporation.
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368t : v s32n Noyenbere g, B951 ,
sstarling National_Bank and’ Truj Company;::95-38: QUeeRs -
Boulevard.n ﬁe stated that _cash deposits of. 5120.00 and T ¢
-$150.00 ‘were madé on October 30th ahd Novémber ‘Sth, respectlveix.‘;“
' A1Y checks dppéared to be of a routipe nature, for such items - . < =i -
88 rént and utilities, with the exceptlion of & check for $100. OO«-~~;
%to the Downtown community School. It 18 noted that this sdhool, T
“which has been préviously described es under Communist - . ez

T?QQE domination, was attended by VAGO's aon, JO uring the :,.“n éik;
- previous school year.Fﬂg Tl s 490 A
o C,~0 ﬁf ot o .. E s

" The ™ 1nformation ‘obtatned From" Confidential Informent = &
T-l was obtained on a confidential basis end is not to, be Sl

- "~ -

'“*&; made public except on the 1ssuance of a subpoena..g* - s

.. e e ETIRI A N

Fomw

o Spot surveillances of VAGO on September 13, 18 and
26 Octoher 3, 5, 6, 10,-19, 26,.31, and November 6 and 12, 1951**“ ~
reflect that VAGO is apparently abiding by his bond require=-
ments but disclosed no information pertinent to this

investigation. .
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1l -~ San Francisco (65-0286) (Info.) ' L
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LT e copies of this ‘report are being furnished for .. .
inrormation 1n accordance with Bureau 1nstructions. w LR - c
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T ~At RQE_,Parkl New Ybrk-‘~x~m.“wﬁd‘* »-L; Jt“‘,.anAJ

. will continue to malntaln a mail cover ‘at
66-07 99th Street, Rego Park.

i L - - - - -

, Will maintain contact with assistant building
suparintendent HENRY BOLIA. . o . ‘

“p
- - v -

'.__ . s -

L w111 conduct spot surveillances to insure VAGO's .
reaidence and availabilitys .- - ~_-,=-f- ST - .

' . 'Will continue ‘to monitor the bank account of the
subject at the Sterling National Bank and Trust Company,
95-38 Queens Boulevard. -

At New York New Ybrk.

o e e - <

L o Hill rollow and report prosecutive action.

:

' REFERENCE: Report of 84 ROBERT M. KANE -9/18/51 at New Yo,
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VAGO still omployed as engineer by
. Carol Management Corporation, 12 Enst
48th Street, NYC and continues to™ ' . -
reside at 66-07 99th Street, Rego - =
.. Park, NY, 8pot surveillances R
N 3. diaclosed no pertinent activity.J;

s

4; '; ,*-‘: “;’:_:"‘ - P;‘ -_ "‘1»“1 , . 7__.'3 l . : N
At Now ork New‘York e ‘jf (‘;ﬁ;ﬁ,;
<1 HENRY BOLIA, Aasistant Suporintendent |

at 66-07 99th Street, Rego Park, .
New York advised that he sees VAGO
almost daily at that address and has
not noticed anything of an unusug; naturo in VAGO'S activitios.

. He said that VAGO leaves his apartment
every morning between 8z00 und 30 a.m, and presumably goes to )
his place of omployment. N . A= L. S v

"’..- " o

3. = el s .
o 40 Conridontial Inrorma.nt T-l; of known ,
reliability, ‘advised that AGO, as of December 31, 1951 had & balence
of $122.82 at the Sterling Nationel Bank and Trust Company, 95-38 .
Queens Boulevard. The informant advised that all checks appeared to
be of a routine nature for such ltems as rent and utilitles. . a

< ‘e

6§'-1 stated, there appeared to be no N
indicatina that VAGO had an intention of closing the account. . The .-
. ed from Conridential Inrormnnt T-1 uas obtai e, on a:

: - mqrmu nvolrr
SpBurea 01-1988)
?m mﬁx
l-Los Aﬁgeles (65-5125) (Info)
}-gen.francisce, (§orked sééé?f
j~New York (1 Dv552h2)‘;
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suance or a subpoena. e

' Spot surveillances of VAGO on December 3, h, 6 11
-md 21, 1951 reflect that he continues his employment at the
Carol Management Corporation, 12 East J8th Street, New York
" City. These surveillances also indicate that VAGO is
apparently abiding by his bond requirements but disclosed no
information pertinent to this 1nvest1gation.

e

;PENDING-
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\:MISCEL OI‘W$

- .Copies or this report are being furnished to Los
Angeles, San Francisco and Washington Field for 1nformation
in_accordance with Bureau's 1nstructiona.

NEW_YORK- - ) . ‘ .

o

At Rego Parklfﬂew York -,

Will continue to maintain mail cover at 66-07 99th
Street, Rego Park on the subject.

W11l maintain contact with Assistant Building
Superintendent, HENRY BOLIA.

Will continue spot surveillances to 1nsure VAGO'S
residence and availability.

Will continue to monitor the bank account 6f.the
subject at the Sterliing National Bank and Trust Company,
95-38 Queens Boulevard.

At New York, New York

Will follow and report prosecutive action.

ek |+
Report of SA ROBERT M. KANE, at New York, 11/q515{f
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OSCAR ’JOHN AGO, was.
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, R
X “uush ROBERT HARTIN, ‘SDNY, advised on 2/18/§2 ‘v g he . i

_ has ‘obtalned tentative clearance to go to trial in the e
: ﬁ_ case 1n April or 1952. ,_A_~;;< o ;ﬂnrfh_:e_.L: % J L —fﬂ;~
-.f{‘f‘ - - " MARTIN said he Gonsiders this a good case although o
& 15 a difficult question of law, This 1s being furniShed for
the 1nformation of the Bureau._ CoaT o, T F LT, T T . i
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DETAILS: At New York, New York

I__BACKGROUND
Ae Birth Data | ‘
) The records of the Immigration and Natpralliza-
tion Service, 70 Columbus Avenue, reflect that-0&~éE§QZQQ,was
WY 27, % at Budapest, Hunw‘mﬁﬁls and

B. Citizenghip. Status

on May 31, 1938, VAGO riled petition for
Naturalization number 310521, in United States District
- Court, Southern District of New York, and was admitted to
citizenship in the same court September 29, 1938,‘cert1f1cate
number [320335. ' .

According to Immigration and Naturalization
Servlice records VAGO entered the United States at New York
on January 12, 1925, on the 38 MONGOLIA. He was destined as
a student to the Universlity of Michigan, Ann Arbor, Michigan,
however, he actually attended Pratt Institute, Brooklyn, New
York, from January to March, 1925, ani then began work as an
englneer in New York.

C» Edycatlon

VAGO on May 15, 1950, when interviewed by
SAS LEO H. FRUTKIN and ROBZRT M. . KANE, advised that he had
attended the Hessiche Technische Hoechschule at Darmstadis,
Germany, from September, 1920 to May, 1921, and was graduated
from the Royal Hungarian Tecanical Institute at Budapest as a
Civil Engineer in 1922, -

The records of Pratt Institute, Brooklyn, New
Ybrk checked by SA RAYMOND A. MULLINS, in the Fall of 1950,
reflected that VAGO attended one course, in.-gtructural
Designing, 8t the Evening School of 3cience and Technology
from Janud%? 22, 1925 to March 19, 1925,

" CON
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.D. Marital Status

Acéording to the records of the Department of —t
Health, Borough of Queens, OSCAR VAGO married CLAIRE MEISMANN 25—
at Long Island city, New York, on March 31, 1928. Two

- children have been born of this marriage, a son born May 12,

1938, and a younger girl, named SUSAN. .
E. Military Service U5, DSOES oY ML

The records of Confidential Infommant T-1l, another
government agency which maintains personnel files, advised
that VAGO registered under the Selective Service Act on
February 15, 1942; that his serial number was 979, order

_ number 11148 and that he had been classified LA as of May 1,

1943, It was stated that VAGO did not enter into military
service because he was over age. : '

P. Criminal Record

VAGO was arrested September 28, 1950, in the vieinity
of 18 East 48th 3treet, New York City, by agents of the Federal
Bureau of Investigation on a bench warrant issued by United -
States District Judge JOHN C. KNOX, following the indictment
of VAGO on September 28, 1950, by the Grand Jury of the Southern

.District of New York for Perjury. He was released on $5,000

bail January 20, 1951. He 1s presently awaiting trial and is
residing'at 66-07 99th Street, Rego Park, Queens, New York.

Assistant United States Attorney ROBERT MARTIN,
Southern District of New York, on Februacy 18, 1952, advised that
he had received tentative clearance to go to trial in the VAGO
case sometime in April, 1952,

The followlng is the record of OSCAR VAGO under Federal
Bureau of Investigation number 51974643 =

w8
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Contributor of Name and Arrested or. Charge

Disposition
_Fingerprints Number Recelved '
USM New York NY Oscar John 9/28/50 perjury before
vago the Federal G.J.
. #C 133550 So.Dist of NY
Fed Detention  Oscar John 9/28/50 perjury before $50,000,00
Hdq Vago . Grand Jury bail
NY Ny - #60513 .
SOS Army Oscar John chief
o} engineer=-
#8 ~Fel-182 structural
FP .
6/11/1h2 .

FPingerprint classifications

7 @ 13 T 10 19
I 20 W ILT

&

Alias: Qscar J. yago. ’ L )

Description:

Color: white
Sexs male
Helght: 5§ ft. 6 in.
Weights 150 1bs,
Complexion: dark
Bullds: stocky
Hairs dark brown

, Byes: brown
Scars and markss; hernia scar.
Birth: 2/27/98, Budapest, Hungary.
Citizenship: US . 3
Resldences: from 1942 to 1950 - 6607 99tk

Forest Hills, Long Island, ;%a
Company: in 1942 « Pellheimer and wagner (as
on prt #88-rel-182)

The fingerprint file of this individual
includes a photograph,

- L]. (\ﬂrl::“:?\;
INFIUL

LA

LY 3
A



CONFIDRNTIAL

contributor of Name and Arrested or Charge Disposition
Fingerprints Number Recelived -
BFD, New York Oscar John 9/28/50 perjury
NY vago :
: £100-552);2

Refer two coples of record on all inquiries re.
4  Oscar John Vago, was, Oszkar Vago, John Muray,
. _ John Murray, to BFD NYC NY their file #100-55242
: per inf rec therefrom 2/10/51. Bufile #101-1988.,
(Ident FBI #519 746 4).

G- EEE].O! !Eent

The following are the employment listings by VAGO since
his arrival in the United States, compiled from personal inter-
view, employment and school records, Irnmigration and Naturaliza-
tion filss and from Confidential Information T-1:

Je« M. Pelson, architect March 16, 1925 to April 10, 1926

New York Central April 15, 1926 to April 20, 1926 .

White Construction company April 26, 1926 to February 11, 1928

J« M. Felson February 13, 1928 to October 27,
1928

white Construction Company October 29, 1928 to Bebruary 1,
1933

C. We A. - WPA January 29, 1934 to October 28,
1936

Austin Company October 28, 1936 to December 10,

19 Rector Stroet 1937 ‘@g

Procurement - F.W.A. July 25, 1938 to December 1:5%939

H
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White Construction Company
Fellheimer & Wagner
John Greenewalt

Angelo Contl
194y

Régal Chemical Company
A. Brothman Assoclates
Severud-Elstad-Krueger

Jacob S, Aronow
l9h9

Carol Management Corporation To date

From early 1950 to the time of hls arrest, VAGO was
also employed on a part time basis bty PAUL WEIDLINGER, partner
in the firm of General Engincering Associates, with offices
in Washington, DeC. and 101 Park Avenue, New York City.

July 21, 1941 to April 17, 19u3
April 19, 1943 to October 31, 1943

November 15, 1943 to February 29,

March 1, 194l to August 12, 1944
August 15, 194l to May 31, 1948
June 7, 1948. to July 30, 1949
October u, 1949, to November 11,

After

his release from prison VAGO again worked for this individual

‘out of his own home,on & part time basis, until April, 1951,
at which time he began his employment. with the Carol Management

Corporation, where he is presently employed.

l. Assoclation with A. Brothman Assocliates

As set out above, VAGO was & partner in A. Brothman

Associates from August, 194l to June, 1948.

on May 15, 1950, in conn®tion with the invastifgation.
resulting in the arrest of ABRAHAM THMAN and HARRY
was Interviewed by SA LEO H. FRUTKIN and SA ROBERT M.
At that time, in addition to the background information
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previously set out, VAGO stated that upon coming to New York

in 1925, he had taken up residence with an uncle in Brooklyn,

New York, WILLIAM GOLDSTEIN, now deceased. He s tated that

he had returned to Hungary in 1928, and that he and his

wife had returned to Kew York,in 1933. He stated that he had
"not left the United States since that time. .

In connection with his relationship with BROTHMAN,
VAGO advised that he had received a telsphone call from

BROTHMAN in the summer of 1941, at which time BROTHIAN
informed him that a mutual friend, whosc ngme VAGO could not
recall, had suggested that VAGO might be interested in doing
some part-time work, VAGO recalled that BROTHMAN was at that
time designing a chemical plant for the Rufert Company at
Soeymour, Connecticut, and that he had paid VAGO $25.00 for
some structural enginecering work which V.iGO had dQne in his
spare time. He stated that he had gilven his work to
BROTHMAN and that he did not agaln see or hear from BROTHMAN
until early 19i4)js At that t ime, according to VAGO, BROTHMAN
informed him that he was hiring men for the Regal Chemical
Company, and asked VAGO to accept a position as a structural
engineer, VAGO accepted the job, and recalled that y :
BROTHMAN had him doing odds and ends of enginecring work in S
setting up a plant for the purpose of manufacturing DDT.
BROTHMAN had been given the job of designi the plant, and
"VAGQO was 1nstructed to set up an office atnés West 42nd Street,
to handle work at the plant. However, the project lasted only
some three weeks, at which time BROTHIAN and all of the men
whom he had hired were dischargzed. VAGO recalled that
BROTHMAN had quarreled with the president of the company over
financial questions, but was unible to supply any details,

Since BROTHMAN and VAGO were unemployecd, they
looked for new opcenings until BROTHMAN concclved the idea of .
setting up a firm of enginesrs. BROTHIAN promised that T
through his connections he would be able to obtain some ”*éig'
large engineering jobs and painted such a rosy plcture of the :
situation that he was able to induce VAGO to accept a partner-
ship in thg firm which became A, Brothman Associates. ¥

;:.
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AGO stated that the firm was in desperate stral
financially during almost the entire period of 1ts existen
and that he himself had gone in debt $2,500,00 for personal
living expenses, although he had incurred no debts for the
firm. He stated that BROTHMAN repeatedly borrowed monoy to meet
current expenses of the firm and iInformed the partners that he
was borrowing on his own credit from personal friends. VAGO

was uneble to supply the names of the lenders, and was also
unable  to supply the name s of friends of BROTHM.AN. He stated
that Vs a result of -financial difﬂ;ﬁ;%ties of the firm,
EMIL7BARISH, GERHARDT WOLLAN and JULES CHIEN, all partnors

in the firm, gradually dropped out so that in 1946 only
BROTHMAN, MIRI 10SKOWITZ and VAGO remained. VAGQ stated that
he himself had ffnally left the firm as a 'result of a violent
argumcnt with BROTHMAN, end that he nad not seen or contacted
BROTHMAN since that time, which was in June of 1948, with the
exception of one meeting at the office of an attorney in
connectlon with the dissolution of the firm.

In connection with HARRY GOLD, he advised that he had
met GOLD at the time whon the latter was nired in 1947, and that
he had known him quitc well during tie romaining period that
VAGQO was with the firm. Hs was unablc to supply any informa-.
tion concerning GOLD other than that he appeared to be quite
friendly with BROTHMAN.

Subsequent to this interview, HARRY GOLD confessed his
participation in Soviet espionage and also furnished information °
indicating that he had been induced by ABRAH{ BROTHMAK to
commlit perjury before the Grand Jury which ﬁg%\%gestioned
BROTHMAN concerning his rclations wlth JACOB GO
Sovlet _agent.

According to GOID, a great deal of the conversation con-
cerning BROTHMAN'S attempts to lnstruct GOID as to the
testimony which he was to give beforc the Grand Jury took place
in the presence of VAGU. However, on re-interview by Specila §

S, a known

agents JOHN M. COLLINS and THOMAS H. ZOELLER, VAGO denied
such a conversation took place ln his prescnce concerning
above testimony before the Grand Jury in 1947. &




VAGO said, however, that looking hack on Mis ¢
association with GOLD and BROTHMAN, he has a hazy recollection
that something was happening in 19447 that he should have known
about, but didntt. VAGO stated that he was unable to be more

ific about this, n retrospect GO now belleves that
ﬁ%ﬁis sgmethyngﬁ wzs cgncgrned gigh’G ﬁD and BROTHMAN'S

- testimony before the Grarmd Jury.
VAGO also advised that he nad never heard of GOLD
baving received an award from the Soviets for his work, nor
had he ever been told by BROTHMAN that the latter had received
an award from the Soviet Union for work done by him. VAGO stated
that he last gaw GOID about Christmas, 1949, at which time
GOLD paid him a visit at his home, and thelr mutual associa-~
tions with BROTHMAN were discussed, VAGO denied that he had-
asked GOLD at this time whether BROTHMAKN had ever actually
received an award from the Soviet Union, and also that .
EROTHMAN had once told him that his, BROTHMAN'S work for the:
usslans, was worth one or two brigades of men. It 1s noted
that GOLD advised that VAGO had made such statements to him,
GOLD. ' :

It 1s noted that l1n an earlier re-interview with
VAGO, subsequent to the arrest of HARRY GOLD, he had advised )
that GOLD had visited him at his home in late December of 1949, -
but denied that he had any knowledge of GOLD'S esplonage
. activities. :

Following 1s a signed statement of HARRY GOLD,
convicted Soviet espionage agent who operated from about
1935 ta 1945, concerning nis knowledge of OSCAR VAGO:

"0ctober 2, 1950
Philadelphia, Penna.

"I, Harry Gold, make the following voluntary state-
ment to Robert G. Jensen and Ralph J. T. Carter, Jr., who
have identified themselves to me as Speclal Agents of the

Federal Bureau of Imvestigatlon. No threats or promises have,
been made_to me and I know that any s tatement I make can be
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Mysed against me in a Court of Law. I have been advised of my
right of counsel and I know that I do not have to make any
statement at all,

*I first heard of Oscar John Vago in 1943 from

-Abraham'Brothman, who was at that time furnishing me with

technical information ?or transmittal to the Soviet Union.
Brothman at this time wanted mg to get financial assistance
for him from Semep M. Sémenov 0 that he, Brothman, could
hire Oscar John vdgo and Jac ller, Vago and Miller were
to work for Henr olwynne or rather the Che gy Design
Corporation. Brothman was a partner- with Art \Weber and
Henry Golwynne in this firm. .

"3emenov was my Russian espionage superior at this 4
time. I informed him of Brothmants recquest which he rejected
rather violently. ’

"vago and Miller had been described, by Brothman, to
me as sincere and convinced Communists who could form the
nucleus of a later development of a Brotoman organlzation.
This organization to producse and design chemical processes .
for the Soviet Union. This venture of Brothman's was all to
be backed by Amtorg or Russian money,

"I first m%%§Vago in May of 1946 on the morning I
came to work for J othman Assoclategse He was a partner in
this firm and was so a design enginecar and the chief
draftsmane

"Many times in the ensuing montns, vago would spend a
great deal of time in the office on 32nd Street in discussing
such matters as what had gone in his own particular 'Communist
Party Clubt the night befors., He would also dwell at some
length on news items and editorials in the New York Herald
Tribune and would expostulate about the perfidy of the
capitalist press in general.

i
z
¥

xter when the design offices had been moved to the
Chatham-Ph x Bldg. in Long Island City, on one occasion,
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"Brothman became upset for we were delayed in completing a .
report for the Mattur Chemical Co, of Indis, because Oscar”
vago was at that very moment busy selling a special edition
of the Daily Worker in Queens Plaza. On at least one other
occasion, vago told me of haying sold the Dally Worker in
both his home neighborhood, Rego Park, and nearby Queons
Village,

MSometime in the spring of 1948, a mimeographed
series of pamphlets criticizing the policies of the
National Leaders of the Americen Communist Party camo out,
These pamphlets were issued by an individual whose name
may have been 'Franklint, To the best of my knowledge, thils
tPranklint became a leader of a ractionalist group in
Harlem.

#Abraham Brothman was much t aken with the arguments .
presented by t'Franklint', He at one time argued ‘these points
bafore & Communist Party Club in Cnelsca, which is a sectlon
of Manhattan.

U)A few days later, while I was working at the Elmhurst
Laboratories of A. Brothman Associates, vago called and asked
me to come to his home some two miles distant. While at the
Vago residence, 0Oscar stated hils belief that the Chelsea
Communists had been perfectly justified in ejecting Brothman
- from thelr meeting. Vago added that in his own Rego Park
Club, Brothman would not have succecded in even getting a few
words of critieclam out,

"In latec May of 1948, Brothman went to Switzerland
to sell one of the firmt!s processes to ths Lonza Co. of that
country. After he had loft, we discovered that Brotnman was
planning to deprive the rest of his associates from thelr
falr share of any future income of A. Brothman Assoclates.
On one sevening in-#® week followlng Srothman's departure for
Switzerland, Phil Le¥ne and I were at the Vago home dis- ig
cussing what procedure we should best follow to insure that™ éﬁ
’§
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Mour interests in i, thman could be protected. As we
were preparing to leave, I mentioned that I was in no positi
to be too harsh with Brothman. Vago then added that he too
did not wish to undergo any scrutiny by the F¢B«Il., inasmuch
as there was an irregularity involved in his leaving the
United States for Hungary after his flrst stay in America.
He elaborated on this only to the extent that while the
suthorities thought or belleved he had actually left for
Hungary, he was in reallty still in the United States.

k "Phil Levine, who was present during this entire
conversation, was a co~worker of vago and mine at Abraham
Brothman Assoclates.

"The next time thils matter or irregularitiss in -
connection with vago!s ertry into the United States, came up
was in December of 1949. I was in New York City on a wvisit to
the National Exposition of Chemical Industries a8t the Grand
Central Palace. At 5:30 or 6300 pem., on the evening of the
first Friday in December, 1949, I'called vago just to say
hello, but Oscar insisted I come over to his houss for
dinner and a talke At the end of scveral hours of conversa«
tlon, Vago again mentioncd his fear of an investigation con-
cerning the irregularities of his movements in and out of
the United States of samarica in the late twenties or early
thirties. This was the last time that I saw or heard from
. Oscar John Vago.

"his is to certify that I, Harry Gold, have read the
above statément consisting of tnis and four other pages, I
have placed my initials at the bottom of the preceding
four pages signifying that I have read those pagese. I have
also placed my initials at tne corrections indicated on page
2 and again on page 4. The information that I have furnished
above 1s true to the best of my knowledge and bellef.

October 2, 1950.

"/s/ Harry Gold i
Philadelphisa, Penna. %
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H. Residences
From the sources mentloned above, under employment
the following residences were also compiled:

January 12, 1925 through Summer 59 Bay 32nd Street,
of 1925 Brooklyn, New York

1928 ° ‘ 397 Third Avenue,
Astoria, Long Island, N.Y.
“ A (unable to verify)
1929 to 1931 28-20 37th Street,
Long Island CIty’ N.Y,

January 15, 1931 to May 1, 1935 2281 37th. 8treet,
Long Island City, N.Y.

1937 to 1938 ' 25 3ickles Streot, ’
‘ Wew York City

October 1, 1938 to June 30, 1939 6323 Luzon Avenue, N.W.,
wWashington, D.C.

July 24, 1939 to May 31, 1941 4117 N. Fourth Street,
arlington, West Virginia

June 10, 1941 to date 66-07 99th Street,
Rego Park, New York

II COMMUNIST PARTY AND RELATED CONNECTIONS

confidential Informant T-2, of known reliability,
advised that VAGO was 2 member of the Communist Party on
Oc tober 28, 1943,

confidential Informant T3, of known reliability,
advised that on March 29, 194l, VAGO was 1listed by the
Communist Yarty as a functionary,

fonfidential Informant T-4, of known reliability,
advised that on March 16, 1941, OSC.R VAGO was a member of
the Regq%Park Club of the Communist Party.




5.
A.
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> S¥onfidontial Informant T-5, of known reliability
advised that at a County Conference of the Communist Party s
held on December 18, 194li, VAGO delivered a report on clut

conditions. , ‘ i

The same informant asdviscd on January 1, 1945, that

VAGO was listed as a Communist Party member who had obtalned five
or mare subscriptions to the "Daily Worker®™ and was invited as

a consvquence, to attend a dinner for EiRL BROWDER on December
27, 194l.

) . Confidential Informant T-6, of known reliability,
advised that in January, 1945, VAGO was elected County
gouncil Delegate from the Rego Park Club of the Communist
arty.

B} ~ On March 3, 194F, Confidential Informant T-7, of
known rellability, advigsed that ViGN had submitted a report .
of approximately two and one-fourth typewritten pages :
entitled, "Remarks on the Work of the Communist Political
Association" dealing with suggestions for improving such
phases of Communist Party activities as discussions at
meetings, education, "Daily Worker® circulation &nd
literature sales™, : .

on 4ipril 23, 1945, Confidential Informant T-5, ad-' °
vised that VACGO was one of tue delegates from the Rego Park
Club of the Communist Political Asscclation to the County
Council, ’

The same informant advised on October L, 1946, that
VAGO was still carried as 2 member of the Rego Park Section
of the Communist Party,

This informant advised on January 20, 1947, that
VAGO was listed as the purchaser of a bond in the amount of
$50 issued by the Queens County Branch of the Communist Party
to facilitate the purchase of a building for Jamalca Comminiat
Party Headquarters at 107-04 New Yark Boulevard, Jamaica. e
* Eu
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The following signed statement was obtained by =
SA VICTOR TURYN from Mrs. BERNICE RIVERIA, 114 wWest 1lhth
Street, New York City:

®607 U.3. Court House
FPoley Square

Neu YoI'k, R NlYO
October 9, 1950

N "I, Mrs. Bernice Riveria, make this statement volun-
tarily of my own free will to Victor Turyn, who identified
himself and is known to me as a Special Sgent of the
Federal Bureau of Investigation. No threats, farce, or
duress were used against me and no rewards, or promisss .
were made to me to glve this statement, This statement
concerns my knowledge about one Qscar Vago, for'whom I
worked in 1948. ‘

"] am twenty-six yoars old andr eside at 11l West
11ith Street, NeY.y NeYe I completed the tenth grada of
school and can read and write,

T first met Mr. and Mrs‘_Qaggézkggq tarough “rs . ,
Marilyn Balley, for whom I was doing houseowork at the time. .

I worked for Mrs. Balley for a period of approximately two
and one-half years, After I met Mrs. Vago I was then engsged
by her to do housecleaning which I did for her for a period
of approximately two months.

"During my briefl period of employment for Mrs. Vago,
she attempted to get me to join the Commnist Party on
several occasions. She told me that she and Mr, Vago were
both membors of the Communist Party.

I know that Mr. and Mrs, Vago were members of the
Communist Party because I saw both taeir es in a loose
leaf note book kept by Mrs. Bailey. Mrs, BX4ley was Secre
or Treasurer of the Communist Party in Qucens and she kept
names of mpmbers in this note book in alphabetical order, ?
Mrs, Bailey told me herself that this note book contained the

goi b,
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names of Communist Party members in Queens, I saw this
book many times and looked up names in the book at the
request of Mrs, Balley. After I started working for Mrs,
Vago, it was then that I looked in the book and found the
name of Oscar Vago and the name of Mrs. Oscar Vago.

WThe Oscar Vagos had numerous bits of literature
in their apartment about the Ccommunist Party. Oscar Vago
also recelved the t'Dally Worker!' which I observed 1n the
apartment. Mrs, Vago would also play record entitled !'The -
Red Army Song! to wnich the children would march,

"The note book I referred to eirlier which was kept
by Mrs. Balley and contained names of members of the
Communist Party in Queens 1s described as follows: Large
loose leaf binder, light blue cover which cover appeared to
have been canvas of some sort,

"I have read the above statement consisting of
three pages and every word 1s true and correct to the best
of my knowledge.

(sigmod) "Bernlice Riveria

"Witnesgseds | ‘ -
© Myietor Turyn, 3pecial Agent, F. By I."

a——

Confidential Informant T-8, of known reliability,
'has advised that on August 21, 1950, a check made payable to
DOROQTHY 3MITE and signed by VAGO in' the amount of $6.51 was
endorsed by DOROTHY SMITH to the account of the International.
Worker's Order, Lodgé 818, It 1s noted-that the IWO appears
on the list of organlzations prepared by the Attorney Gensral
under Executive Order 9835,

The House Committee on Un-dmerlican Activities
Hearings, under the date of October 25, 1939, (Volume X, pagn
6L41L), 1lists as a member of the dmerican Leagus for Peace H
and Democracy, under Treasury Department Empa)yees? Procurev
ment Division, Englneer, the name of Q3CAR LZVAGO of 6323 Luzon
Avenue, g. We

?’w,
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Confidential Informant T-9, of known reliabi}
stated that in 1941, the name of 0SCAR J, VAGO, L4117 Lth ™~
3treet, North, Arlington, Virginia (CH-1946), was containe
in a "Members List"--3 by 5 index card system of the

Washington Committee for Democratic Action.

Confidential Informant T-10, of known reliability,
advised in the Spring of 19l;, t hat the name, 0SCAR JOHN
VAGO, followed by the date, July 25, 1940, 4117 Lth Street,

-North Arlington, Virginia, was among the list of expired

members of the Washington Bookshop Association,

Confidential Informant T-11, of known rellability,
advised that the date, July 25, 19,0, reforred to the last
payment of dues to the Washington Bookshop Association,

confidential Informant T-12, of known reliability,

advised in 1941, that contained on the mcmbership 1list of
the Washington Commlittee for Ald to China was the name
OSCAR VAGO, 4117 4th Street, North Arlington, Virginia,

The Federation of Architects, Engineers, Chemists,
and Technicians edition of the CIO News, dated Novembar 28,
1940, (Volume III, No. 48), revealed that 0SCaR VAGD was
secretary of the National deglslative Burecau of the FAECT at
washington, D,Ce; further, that communications to this
legislative bureau were to be addressed to VAGO at 4117 4th
Street, North Arlington, Virginia.

The amerlcan League for Peace and Democracy,
the Washington Committec for Democratic Actlon and the
Washington Bookshop Assoclation have all been declared
within the purview of Exccutive Order 9835,

- In ite gulde to subversive organlzatliens and '
publications, the Commjtteo-on Uns~American Activities, Unif
States House of Representatives, Washington, D.C., comment
follows concerning the Washington (DeCe) Committes for Aid 1
China % {ﬁ? '

i, ¢t "ngs Communist controlled organization (8pecial
COmmitsb on Un~American Activities report, March 29, 194,

page 1437, :
TR I
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2, Cited as a Communisgt front which followed the line la
down by the Communist front, American Frlends of the
Chinese People (Californla Committee on Un-American
Activities, Report, 1948, pages 143 amd 336).

The following 1s noted concerning the Federation
of Architects, Englineers, Chemlists and Technicians:

A\ On page 151 of the book "A Story of the CIO", by
OLBERG, appears the following: "only four CIO
unjions are under complete control of Stalinist officlals,
They are the Federatlon of Architects, Engineers, Chemists
and Technicians..euse™ The followling Infomation appears
on pages 26l and 265 of the above mentloned book by -
STOLBERG: "The PFederaticn of Architects, Engineers, Chemlsts,
ard Techniclans was organized in 193} mainly from the .
technical staffs in the Works Prcgress Administration,
From the very beglnning the Federation has been under
Stalinist leadership and its rank and file are chiefly
Communist followers.™

confidential Informant T-13, of known relis
ability, advised on January 10, 1942, that the FAECT was
one of the CIO unions whichwas completely dominated by
the communist Party.

Confidential Informant T-1ll, of known r eliability,
reported that OSCAR J. VAGO was listed as a petition
canvasser for the Election Campalgn Committee of the
Cormunist Party in the 1949 campaign for the reelection
of BENJAMIN J. DAVIS, JR.,, Communist candidate for
Councilman, City of New York,

Confidential Informant T-15, of known reli-
ability, on July 20, 1950, advised that OSCAR VAGO was a
stockholder of the 10
Corporatlion, Jamalca, Long Island, New York, VAGQ was
issued stock certificate number 57 in the amount of $50, OO.{g
4. Confldential Informant T-16, of known reliability,
has repdfted that the property located at 107-Ol New York

-1 - Coxiflf;\ff’i
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Boulevard, Jamaica, Long Island, was given to the Commun
Party, Queens County, §§k2§brk: a s headquarters for the
Q

Jamelca Section, by OTT
the informant, 1s a mesmber of the Jamalca Scctlon of the

Gommunist Party,

IIT CLAIRE VAGO

Records of Immigration and Naturalization Service
reflect that t sub jectts wife was born in Eudapest, Hungary,
January 31, gﬂgggifpd entered the Unlted States as .CLARA.

OLGA _WRISZMAN. ew York on March 26, 1926. She was
naturalized November 19, 1931, in the Supreme Court at Jamsica,
Long Island, New York,

Confidential Informent T-17, of knowh reliabilivy, -
advised that on May 23, 1944, CLAIRE VAGO, 66«07 99th Street,
Queens, New York, was listed as 2 Rego Park Communist Club
Assistant,

Confidential Informant T-18, of known reliability,
advised that CLAIRE VAGO had signud a "paily Worker" victory
Brigade Pledge card in 194k,

Confidential Informant T=5 advised that CLAIRE VAGO
was a member of the Queens County Communist Party on May 20,
1949.

Confidential Informant T-19, of known reliabllity,
advised that Mrs, CLAIRE V.GO, 66-07 99th Street, Rego Park,
had sent a communication to Judge H.IROID R. MEDINA protesting
the trial of the Communist Party leaders,

It 1s noted that in the signed statemsnt set out:
above from Mrs. RIVERLi, conslderablc information is contalp
concerning Mrse VaGO!S Communist Party comnections, o

;[ The records of the Board of Elsctions, Queens
County,’ fetlect toat 0SCAR and CLAIRY VaG0 registered
&

AT nr\im
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-a8 members of the American Labor Party from 1941 through
1949, 1inclusive.

The "Gulde to Subversive Organizations and
Publications", dated March 3, 1951, prepared and released
by the Commlttee on Un~imerican Activities, U.S. House of
Representatives, Washington, D.C., contains the following -
concerning the American Labor Party:

"American Labor Party

"l. IFor years, the Communists have put forth
the greatest efforts to capture the entire American Labor
Party throughout New York State, They succecded in capturing
the Manhattan and Brooklyn sections of the American Labor
Party but outside of New York City they havc been unable to
win control.t (Spocial Committee on Un-Americean Aotivities,
Report, March 29, 1944, page 78. )

n2,1Among organizations that are vietims of
Communist domination.t (California Committee on’ Un-American
Activitles, Report, 1948, pagcs 4O and Ll1.)%

Confidential Informant T-14 advised that CLAIRE t
VAGO was llsted as a petition canvasser for the Election
Campaign Committee of the¢ Communist Party in tho 1949
campalign for the reelection of BENJAMIN J. DAVIS, JR.,
Communist candidate for Councilman, City of New York.

IV MISCELLaNEQUS

Confidential Iniforrent T-20, of known reliability,
advised that V.GO, as of March 6, 1952, had a balance of
$190.28 in his account at the sterllng National Bank ard
Trus t Company, 95«38 Queens Boulevard, Rego Park, New York,
The informant advised that VAGO, -on February 28, 1952, made
a payment of $157.50 to the Downtown Community 3chool.

g—;
¥
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¢ 't 1s noted that this school, which has been
previo sly described as a Communist dominated school, has
been attended by VAGO'S son, JOHN, g

The informant further advised VAGO made out two
checks on Pebruary 23, 1952, and March 3, 1952, to CHARLES
WEISMAN in the amounts of $/;0.00 and $50.,00, respectively.

Both of these checks were sndorsed CHARLES WEISMAN and
JOSEPHINE UINKLER. -

The informant advisad that other checks issued by
VAGO appeared to be of a routine nature for such things as
the payment of rent and utilities.

The above information was obtained on a con-
fidential basgis and should not be made public without the -
issuance of a subpog¢na,

CHARLES &EISMAN and JOSEPHINE WINKLER both re-
side at 284l 50th Street, Woodside, Long Island, Kew York.
JOSEPHINE WINKLER 1s the sister 6f CLAIRE VAGO, wife of
OSCAR VAGO and provided the $5,000.00 bond for VAGO.

The above information was obtalned on a con-
fidential basis and should not be made public without the .
issuance of a subpoena, v

Mr. HENRY BOLIA, Assistant Superintendent at
66-07 99th Street, Rego Park, advised that he has ‘
noticed nothing of an unusual natwe in VAGO!'S activities,
He said the subject contlnuss to follow his normal routine
of going to work at the usual tims of day.

Spot surveillances of VAGQO on January 24th,

February 5th, 13th, 29th, and March 6th and 7, 1952, reflect
that he continues his employment at the Carol Management
Corporation, 12 East [8th Street, and continues to reside

at 66-07 99th Street, Rego Park. The surveillances also -
indicated that the subject 1s apparently abiding by his bonéﬁ’
requirements but disclosed no information pertinent to the
investigation. F

?;: V__DESCRIPTION

Name g OSCAR JOHN VAGO, with alias:
Oszkar.Vago, John‘murray,
John Mupgyii i/:..:
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Description (Cont?d.)

Date of Birth: . February 27, 1898
Place of Birth: Budapest, Hungary
Helights , Sien
Weight: 150
Eyess ’ ‘Brown
Halr: Brown, graying, think -
Complexion: ; Ruday
~ : : Build: Medium
Occupations Engineor
Employed: Carol Management Corporation

12 rast 48th Street,
New York City
Social Security No.y 090-05-9115

Citlzenship: ynited States naturalized
Sop tembor 29, 1938

Wifes ‘ CLaIRE VAGO

Childreng JOﬁN?ﬁggg

_ * SUSAN 0

FPathorg MORRIS VAGO

Mother: MATHILDE GOLDSTEIN VAGO

Brothers; RQBERT, ERYN=ST, STEPHEN, ARTHUR,
BERTEOLDR 0, all of whaﬁ““‘“‘“"
rcside Iin Hungary .

Residence: 66=-07 99th Street

Rego Park, New York

-PENDING -
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ADMINISTRATIVE

Selective Service files, Local Draf '
Board 251, 8elecctive Service -
Headquartors, 516 West 34th Streset,
New York Citye.

T-2 Anonymous L)
T-3 |
T-l4
T-5
7-6
T-7 Anonymous Der
T«8
‘ LI//gTT)

T-9 Washington Fleld Security Informﬁti'

as reflocted in report of SA BHOL

BOWERS dated October 30, 1950, at

Washington, DeCe, in instant case.
T-10 Washington Fiold as reflected in LL L‘\D

report of 34 s dated
October 30, 19503 at Washington, Do‘ 3

-23 -




T=-11

T-12

T-13

T-1L

T-15

T=-16

T-17
T-18

e

ADMINISTRATIVE (Cont!d.) L

washington Field* as reflected
in report as set ou above. R

por cClal Agent H, U,
s dated July 1611319 1, at

washington, D.C., ont

1
"Washington Committee for Aid to L'\QJP :

China, Internal Security - C",
set out in report as reflected above.

m‘as reflcgted in report of
S i LiiMB, at New York, -

New
hed Information to SA

f - " c
#and requestod that his name
e confidential.

p igshoed information to

anonymous

Ly 51D
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ADMINISTRATIVE (Cont'd.)

P=19 ' Miss GORMAN, Secretary to United
States District Judge HAROLD R.
MEDINA,

) T«20

MISCELLANEOUS ‘ .

LEADS 1;19

coples of this repurt are being forwarded to -
the Los Angeles 0ffice, the San Francisco O0ffice, and the
washington Fleld 0ffice far information purposes as per
Bureau instructions. :

¢ Y
NEW YORK -

At Rego Park, New York . :

Will continue to malntain mail cover
at 66-07 99th Street, Rego Park, on the subject.

wWill maintain contact with Assistant
Building Superintendent, HENRY BOLI.A.

Will-continue spot survelllances to
insure VAGO!S residence and avajlability.

Will continue to mcnitor the bank
account of the subject at the Sterling Natlonal Bank and_
Trust Company, 95-38 Queens Boulevard, o

£
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o FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVEngGATION

Form No. 1 .
THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT NEW YORK . FILE NO. AOB
REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN 10D FQR WH REPORT MACE BY
: MADE AT IV/-re
NEW YORK. = [5/19/52 l‘iz:ta‘é, 3(’5;/1, BLAZE J. TOMASONI.
P . - L USRI R e
ﬂ OSCAR JOHN VAGO, was. N PERJURY -
e o - E ESPIONAGE - R gy
SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: . AUSA ROBEAT MARTIN, SDNY adviskdy /0—4 1

// ‘ on 5/5/52 that triel date for
))’ : VAGO is set for 6/16/52. VAGO
/;/, ) continues employment at Carol
|

)

Management Corporation, 12 Eest

) = ~ 48th Street, New York City, and
“\‘ O X continues to reside at 66-07 99th
<+ 0‘1 ~ y Street, Rego Park, New York. ,
i 2 4 Surveillances reveal no activity
J NG & pertinent to instant investigation.
N P

pzmmeenTin CONTAINED G LR 3

ALL [F22DATHN O
: cCiEiED - P
pux| 06

HERED ! 13 ListiSil
At New York, New York

DETAIJATE 35 ¥ B4

Mr. ROBERT MARTIN, Assistant United States
Attorney, Southern District of New York, on May 5, 1952 advised -
that the VAGO case has been scheduled for trial to comuence -
June 16, 1952. ‘ ‘ h

-

2

“ Confidential Informant T-1l, of known ;
reliability, advised that as of May 8, 1952 VAGO had a balance W"’
of $110.46 in his account at the Sterling National Bank and
Trust Company, 95-38 Queens. Boulevard, Rego Park, New York.

The informant advised that all checks issued by VAGO appear to .
be of a routine nature for such items as rent and utilitiles

-

APPROVED AND AGHNT ; -
. FORWARDED: IN CHaRaR DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES

COPIES OF TH!S REPORT

@- Bureau (101-1988) ~— - o
1 - USA, SDNY N KAY 22 e

COPIES CONTINUED o
3 = New York (100~-55242)

(R
.

4 L0k 191059 ' 7

- I TAREA T.L 7 k-.a?‘l—:
PROPERTY OF FBI—THIS CORFIDENTIAL REPORT AND ITS CONTENTS ARE LOANED TO YOU BY THE FBI AND ARE NOT TO BE DISTRIBUTED OUTSIDE OF

AGENCY TO WHICH LOANED, SECURITY‘;‘MRMM u':._“ 5—'
_ < wABJBON 007772
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" With the exception.pf a check dated May 2, 1952 -for §50.00
* ., payable to ChARLES*&EIENAN and endorsed CHAhLES WEADMAN and
- JoSEPHINEA NKLER. .

-

a ffaa S The above information was obtained on a confident1a1
R basis and should not be made public without the issuance of a
' subpoena, -

CHARLES WETSMAN and JOSEPH NE WINKLER both reside &t~
28L4); 50th Street, Woodside, Long Island, New YorkkiSJO°EP?IhE
WINKLER 1s the slister of CLAIREX VAGO, wife of OSCAK VAGO and
provided the $5000,00 bond o ;.QQ»—- .

. !ll: o5 4 .
Mr. HENRY BOLIA, Assistant’ Superintendent at 66-07
' 99th Street, Rego Park, New York, advised that he has noted
nothing of an unusual nature in VAGO's ectivities. He sald
VAGO continues to follow his normal routine,

- e Confidential Informant T-2, of known reliabi]ity, on
Aoril 19, 1952 advised that 0SCAn VAGO, 6607 99th Street,
Rego Park, New York, had received the followlng newspapers:

"Magyar Jovo! o .
130 East 16th Street . o ' 2
New York City ’

"Union Volce® . o . - ; o L

13 Astor Place ° i s L ; -
i New York City: - ‘ ' - -

On May 1, 1952 the informant advised that VAGO .

received the "Magyar Jovo™ daily.

The informant also advised that VAGO on May 2, 1952, had
received correspondence from the American Committee For Protection
. or Foreign Born, 23 West 26th Street, New York City.»

Confidential Informant T-3, of known reliability,

T coPIES COFTINUED - ,',_; RN ff»;ﬁ_ i

l - Los Angeles (65{125)
(Info.)

l - San Francisco (65-4L286) -
(Info.)

1 - Washington Field (65-5598)
(Inf00§
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advised thaﬁé?L- ar Jovo®, Bungarian daily journal is a
Hungerian 1é'§uage newspaper, which consistently reflect= the
prévalling Communi$t Party line and at all times expresses -
1tself in favor of Communi st principles and the Soviet Union.

-f
"Magyar Jovo" is published by thgiﬁﬁggarian Daily
g

Journal Association .Inc., New York Clty.

The interim report submitted on’ December 17. 1948
by the Sub-Committee on Education and Lebor, United States
Eouse of Representatives, 80th Congress, Session Committee
Report No, 16, reflects the following concerning the
"Union Voice®.

The "Union Voice™ w*ich gives much publicity to wages,
hours, working conditions, job security, etc., is es sentially
a front for Communism. - Because it poses as & legitimate
union paper it is able to lard into text and cartoon either
ebsclute Communist Party doctrine or an equally persuasive
party line and thus penestrate minds which would indignantly

‘re ject such propaganda if they saw it in an out and out . .
identifiable Communist newspaper such as the "Daily Worker". - .-

The American Committee For Protection Of Forelgn
Born 1s an orfanization designated by the Attorneg General
as coming within the purview of Executive Order 9835.

Surveillances on OSCAR VAGO on March 1li, 21, April 2,

‘15, 22 and May 1 and 8, 1952 reflect thet he continues his

employment at the Carol Management Corporation, 12 East L48th
Street, New York, and continues to reside at 66-07 99th :
Street, Rego Park New York, - I .

“The surveillances also indicated that the subject is
apparently ablding by his bond requirements but disclosed no
infonmation pertinent to the 1nvestigation.

Confidential Informant T-l, & business concern familiar

;'with other businesses in the New York -area in a report dated

April 4, 1921 with supnlementzl reports dated October 11, 19;1
and- March 1L, 1952 supplied the following informzation concer ning
the Carol Management Corporation, 12 East L8th Street, New York
City, where VAGO is employed:



- ——— e g -~ e R 1-..;.‘.. i T T SR e P DT, IR SRR S o ¥ S
- T . ‘ . E . g : B
S - < i - R LT LN f; : A—_a‘.—-:* vt aTR ra

1
= SRl L PR SN A - TN AR N w0
- P R A - R - B e

o S The Carol Management Corporation 15 in the Real SR
e Estate Owning and Management business., The President is’ ) :
7. ALFRED KAiSKEL and DAVID BARRIE 1s the Secretary and -

c Treasurer. i R e .
-'. 4"—" - :- . * \L . - ~
. “The COrporation wag chartered under New York State
laws on October 23, 1935 with an authorizad capital of
$5,000. in common stock.

®This concern has a wholly owned subsidi;ry, namely
Belplaza Corp. and owns 100% of the outstanding capitel stock
'in that concern. The subsidiary owns and operates the .. -.
Belmont Plaza Hotel, with headquarters located at the caption
*  address and the hotel located at 539- 5&1 Lexington Avenue, New .
- York City. The subsidiary concern was crartered under New York
State laws on October 6, 1945 with an authorized capital of
100 shares of no par- value common stock. A balance .
sheet has not been made availatle on the subsidiary ani the
extent of intercompany relations between the parent and its
subsidiary has not been fully ascertained, but it is stzated
that the parent concern pays &all the bllls and other debts

incurred by the subsidiary. - .
"ALFREP\KASKEL, born 1901 Austria, started business

~1in 1925 in Brooklyn, N.Y. as”E‘ﬁ?incipal 4n an electrical _
" contracting company. He later appeared a8 principal in the -
wWellworth Electric Corp. and Daycrite Electric Corporation, both
of which have since been discontinued. He also appeared as a
member of the firm of Isias & Kaskel, 16 Court Street, Brooklyn,
N.Y. which has been engaged in the bullding line, but discontinued
in 1935, Since that time KASKEL has been the President and
principal at interest in over 25 corporations engaged in
building, holding title to or managing apartment houses in the
Greater New York area, Among the companies with which he was
connected, but which are no longer active were: C.& J. EHolding
~Corp., Goetz Wersteln & Goetz Inec., Wellington Apartments Inc.,
<. Greenwich Residences Inc., Bronxville Gardens Inc,, Trlangle Engineer

5, % Coes Inc., Washington Improvements Inc., Cambridge Development :

COrp., Kaston Realty L£ow -7 -] Cee :

»"ALFnED KASKEL is said to be the principal "and sole
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stockholder of the following corporations, all of which are 7

‘active at this time: Belplaza Corporation, which owns.and .
"operates the Hotel Belmont Plaza, New York City; Berkeley Gardens "
_ Inc.; 320 Park Place Inc.; Orange Properties Inc.; Princeton I
Operating Corp.; Lincoln Arcade Inc.; 160th Street Management
Corp.; Clinton Operating Corp. and Forest Hills Apertments
Inc., all of which hold title to real estate in and around New
York City; Ritalde Realty Corp. which reportedly holds title to
land in Queens County; and Blossom Operating Co..Inc. holding
title to the Hotel Bradford in Boston, Mass.

"Three corporations are currently being used for
constructlon work on apartménts to be held by other newly formed .
real estate companies. Selgate Realty Corp. is bullding
Central Graden Apartments at 110th Street and 63rd Drive, Forest -
Hille, which will be held by Central Gardens Unit #1 Inc. and
centrel Gardens Unit #2 Inc. Percy Construction Co. Inc. is
bulliing the Hunter Garden Apartments at Flushing, N.Y.C. which .. _
will be held by Hunter Gardens Inc. Doral.Construction Corp.
is currently engaged in bullding the Fleetwood Garden Apartments
at Bronxville, N.Y. which will be held by Fleetwood Section #1
Inc., and Fleetwood Section #2 Inc, s s [ L

. : fTn addition to the above corporations, of which ALFRED
KASKEL 18 reported to own all of the outstanding stock, he also
eppeers as Secretary of Monarch Construction Corp. which.was -
chartered under New York laws May 2, 1949 to construct a
series of aspartment house bulldings to be known as Netherland
Gardens in the Bronx. KASKEL is said to own 59% of the stock
in that corporation, but the net worth of the company was not
learned.,

-

"ALFRED KASKEL A&ppears as Chairman of the Board of
Directors of the Metropolitan Industrial Bank of Brooklyn, N.Y.
.~ He 48 said to own 80% of the outstanding capiltal stock. As of
. . December 31, 1949 the bank statement showed a paid in capital of -
+. $500,000, surnlus of $500,000 and undivided profita of $69 517 for
a Tangible Net Worth of $1 069 572 Lt 2 -

: MALFRED KASKEL is also & principal at interest in the
somerset-Wilshire Apartments Inc., Park City Inec. and the Empire

T s N P - ~ N . . =T o ~'<.‘L -
T e e TR T T P A Coe s
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!Land Corp., uhich concerna maintain their headquarters at the .
.caption address. . Complete details‘regarding the officers, -
. purposes of those concerns, financial data and other A
pertinent details are not available at this date. 'The extent -
" of inter-company relations, if any, between the aforementioned
corporations and the subject has not been ascertained at
this date. . o . .

"KASKEL was the President of Carol Development

Corporetion which had held title to the Hotel Empire at 1889
Broadway, New York City, until it was sold on January 18,
1949 to a Chicego syndicate. KASKEL also sppeared as principal
of 231 West 82nd Street Corp. which operated the Half Moon Hotel
in Brooklyn, N.Y. until January 21, 19&9 when it was sold to the
Harbor Hosplital of Brooklyn.A

. "DAVID BARRIE is middle aged, married. . He has, had
diver31fled experience in the real estate field and has been
associated wlth KASKEL in & number of the latter's corporations
for several years. Although he holds officia’ titles in e
number of aforementioned corporations, he has no stock interest.
BARRIE had been Secretary of the subject corporation until wmbout
July 1949 at which time he was a2lso elected to the position of
Treasurer., DAVID BARRIE is also stated to be a principal - _

~ in the Triboro Coin Corp, Details regarding that concern are not
§ avajlable, with regard to the corporate strudure and a complete'
1i8t of officers and its function. However, it is reported
that there are no inter-company relations in the form of loans,
guarantees or endorsements between that corporation and the
sub ject,

YDAVID, ,ASK]EB]:.J brother of ALFRED KASKEL, was Secretary
of this corpovation from inception until around July 1949.

. - "This concern malntained headquarters. at 68-38 Yellowstone
. Blvd.. Forest Hills, N.Y., Boro of Queens, up until Jmvuary 1,

. 1946 at which time headquarters were moved to 12 East 48th Street,
"New York City. A branch continues to be maintained at 68- 38
.Yellowstone Blvd., Forest Hills, N.Y. .-

N saa .

YFIRE HECORD'- Extensive damage was suffered from fire
which occurred at the caption address en February 16, 1948,
The extent of damage was not disclosed by the management but
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almost an entirely new building wes erected inﬂtstplace of the -
old stﬂucture. e e . e

- . -

e - "This concern kas a wholly owned sub51d1ary, namely
Belplaza Corp, and owns 100% of the outstanding capital stock
in that concern. The subsidiary owns and operates the Belmont .
‘Plaze Hotel, with hesdquarters located at the caption address
and the hotel located at 539-541 Lexington Avenue, New York
City. The subsidiary concern was chartered under New York
State laws on October 6, 1945 with an authortzed capitasl of
100 shares of no par value common stock. ' A bdance sheet has not

. been made avalleble on the subsidiary and the extent of inter-
company relations between the parent and subsidiary has not
been fully ascertained, but it 1s stated that the parent
concern pays all the bills and otHer debts 1ncurred by the
sub81diary. o N .

I : “The pr&ncipal activity of this company is the
managing of apsesrtment bulldings owned by affiliated companies.
This corporation collects the rents, makes: purcrases in the
name of the owner of the-property for the operating and
maintenance of the properties.. Close details regarding the
procedure for payment of these services has been withheld.
Carol Management Corp. is also reported to hold title to several
apartment houses in Queens County and New Jersey. A rather
.flgable staff is employed to handle all of the management
details. Staff includes an architect, accountant and an
attorney in addition to other office employees. R
"Headquarters are maintained in a new brick building
which is maintained in excellent repair and owned by the subject
corporation. A branch i1s reported maintained at 68-38 Yellowstone
Blvd., Forest Hills, N.Y.

"Interviewed on March 30, 1951 ALFRED. KASKEL, President,
.deferred all finencial information at this date. In the

- " past 1t has been stated-that all of the stock in this corporathn
" ¢4 18 owned by ALFRED KASKEL individually. In outside quarters

. consulted in the past it was learned that thils corporation had
S a tangible net .worth somewhat over $1,000,000 and was represented
= chiefly by real estate. ALFRED KASKEL individually 1s said to
- be worth over $5,000,000, - T .
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<~ .t Mpecorde disclose that ‘seventeen sults were entered

against the subject corporation from December 19, 194J; until
November 16, .1950 and in emounts renging from $56 up to 1,000 - .
in regard £o various natures of actions. .In addition there R
i1s @lso a foreclosure on a lien and a mechanics lien in the -
amount of $3,897, latter which was satisfied on October 3, 1950. .
Records also show three judgments 1ln amounts ranging up to Co-
$10,317. Two of the judgments were satisfied as of record

and a -judgment ottained on February 16, 1950 by J. PETTIT,

New York City, in the amount of §3, 5]&, is still outstanding as

.of the latest search., A current sesrch 1s underway regarding -
tbis judgment. . '

"‘; .
- o . Py
" . *

N local depository reports the’ account as having ‘been

" closed, In .the past relations at the bank were regarded as -

satisfactory.

"Real estate records show that the property located at
the ceaption adéress consisting ofe seven-story brick office and’
store bullding is in the name of the subject corporation,

having been purchased on March 9, 1946. The totel mortgages
amount to a building loan of $160,000 effective November 91 19&8
payable to installments due May 1, 1949 with interest at U4s%

the Home Title Guarantee Co. The property is assessed at &hSO 000
for the 1950-1951 year.®

- The informant also advised that the Carol Management .
Corporation maintains an additional sub:sidiary, namely,
Half Moon Alleys Inc. which was formed in New York last March 27,
1948, with an authorized capital of $5,000. ALFRED KASKEL,
President of the corporation, declined to comment on the
Half Moon Alleys when requested to do so by the informant.




T, W b L

N - -5 0T B -,
PSR < o e . - LT s,

v T ST 0 ADMINISTRATIVE . - .
» - e ';5: o - - .-‘_:( ) ’:"- be t‘ E "", -;;N:, - " . - ’5": - “i. N
INFORMANTS =~ . * . . = . ~: = o T e T

" IDENTITY OF  DATE OF ACTIVITY  DATE  AGENT FILE ¥O.
SOURCE AND/OR DESCRIPTION RECEIVED WHO AND
OF INFOREMATION .. . RECEIVED LOCATION

INFORMATION

-x .. _ - f - * ¢ 5/8/52. SA BLAZE J.
LOUIS N ’ TOMASONT.
STEINMULLER,

Assistant Vice . - - _ )

President, Sterling T T T s e L
National Bank and v

Trust Company,

95-38 Queens

~.Bohlevard, New

York.

T-2 N . . UW/19/52. S NY 100-

Mall cover on . A . 5N1,2/52 ' _ 55242

OSCAR VAGO, L ‘ ' o <
66-07 99th - - Cs

Street, Rego Park .

New York ’ Lf’c,/

g . . various SA NY 65-3
dates 83
o W SR . : letter

s LR : Bureau

4. BT
P-4 Me .

AN A 8 b ) AR T BN P 6/13/51
R N e - E - 1e . report SA BLAZE J. NY 100-
— S ~ dated TOMASONT ~ 55242

. L4/l/51 with.

supplemental '
. reports dated

10/11/51 and
ot

‘.,
'3




NY 100-55242

N

.t . st - ADMINISTRATIVE (Cont'd). ™ -
% S i34 3 . . < Lo e

- .’.\_“ e

- [N y
, -

MISCELLANEOUS z s

Coples of this report are being furnished to

Los Angeles,‘San Francisco and the Washington Field 0ffice
for information, in accordance with Bureaun instructions,

LEADS
NEW YORK & -

s et

At Rego Park, New York - =~

¥Will continue to maintain a mail COVeEr on
OSCAR VAGO at 66-07 99th Street. - - . -

Will malntain contact with Assistant Building
Sunerlntendent HENKY EOLTIA.

Hill continue spot survelllances to insure
VAGO' s residence and evailability.

Will continue to monitor the bank account of.
the subject at the Sterling National Bank and Trust Company,
95-38 Queens Boulevard.

At New York, New York

Will follow and report prosecutive action.

»

~ REFERENCE )
S : Report of SA BLAZE J. TOMASONI, at New York,
dated March 22 1952 o i .
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o o . | 6 Mr. Tolson . —
- i FEDERAL BUREAU OF IVEATIGATION /@> n; L‘d:'";—-—"
U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JU3 ilir y Y
A A N i - il
Mr. Glavin__...
MAY §) b 1952 Mr. Harso .
] Mr. Rosen ._ ...
TELETYPE ‘ , Mr. Tracy .
Mr. Laaghiis.—
Mr. Mobr ..
ele. Room ...
. Ax. Helloman .
WASH 2 FROM NEW YORK 21 3-;:7;\\\\ E@)
-
RECTOR *  DEFERRED ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
: e HEREI 1S UNCLASSIFIED
| O D@T E35 %1
- OSCAR JOHN VAGO, WAS., ESP-R, PERJURY. BUFILE ONL ZERO ONE DASH ONE

NINE EIGHT EIGHT. ROBERT MARTIN, AUSA, SDNY, ADVISED HE DISCUSSED VAGO

CASE MAY TWENTY FIFTYTWO WITH MOSES WEIMAN, ATTORNEY FOR VAGO. WEIMAN
WANTED TO ARRANGE FOR VAGO TO PLEAD NOLO CONTENDERE. MARTIN ADVISED

—— e e e e

____ —a———

USA DOES NOT ACCEPT THIS TYPE OF PLEA. MARTIN FEELS POSSIBILITY THA

— A n - A — et h et i ) A YUR LR e A e e AN B RIA b WA, v R, L RERT S PN e g Y OTOme

VAGO WILL PLEAD GUILTY ALTHOUGH TOO INDEFINITE AS YET AND WEIMAN
WANTED MORE_TIME TO THI NK__@A_TTE

et T

| 01—/ 998 - 320

JUN ¢ . 1989-

i f]y 12 - .

| Cy& . 15,SCHEIDT . NS

- %\;.
L@ JUN 919524 Jﬂjé 5| &

OVER.

R



James M. MNclnerney ) May 22, 1952
’( S 3 \ WA
" 0BCAR JOENVAGO, wes . - i
- BSPICAGE - R . YL e 7 ; -
PEAJRY - ! 70 =/

M of Bev York on Septezber 28,
< This Bureau s &n receipt of advice from the Nev York
‘ Division t0 ths effect that Mr. Rodert Martin, Assistant -
United States Attarney, hes yecently had a &iscussiocn gonoern-
— ing the Vego czse with Moces Weliman, the attorney rerxesenting
Vago. According to the information, Weimen wes desirows of
arranging for Yago to enter a plea of nolo coutendere, But
Mr. Martin informed hix that the United States Attornay does
% not accept tuls type of plea. It wvas indicated that r. Martis
S6o felt there is a possibility, althoigh mot too .definite as yut,
hhe that Vago vill plead guilty and that his attarney Weiman desires
20 more tize to think the matter over. .
5 The sbove 1s for your infarmetion. .
= -
[ K= . : “ /é.&‘ ‘
; w» ,ﬂ': == 2
InE N
g N
=~:E N
":i' lr;: g
. c - 4 §‘j T
ORDED /
; _ il‘.b Glds e . 1&
g g ‘ , | /0/——/7/*!——.?,?1
v CCCEAESHVT woiy ’7 8[&&:,,4-
e~ A ‘~ ln
= g e LR
—— o N “M’ .95 ;ﬂ A
——— ' [ comm - FBl “Ef‘u ~40 ¢ L
o ) WAY 23 1852 Oetice I #3
—~— 4 MAILED 20 ) v
; ).
TBEuR - 9152 ~_ . ‘



- Q . _' .7:'
\\i} S\%\SD Q\D\mcm BUBEAU oF b SRATION ( 4
\'\\ \5\‘ \QJ % use Demmtfll maTIce lg / 5 _/ | /

\’ \D E r. Tracy_
‘\& &"%\V :r. ;uzhlin-—
o . e

' Mr. Holloman___
WASH FROM NEW YORK 42 - 18 7530 P Miss Gamdy
1RECTOR URGENT ) ' 22: 15522222:::1

o - GIRE

~ OSCAR JOHN VAGO, WAS, ESP - R., PERJURY." REMYTEL JUNE SIXTEEN INST.

SUBJECT APPEARED BEFORE USDJ SYLVESTER J. RYAN ON STIPULATED SET OF
FACTS REGARDING SUBJECT-S PERJURY BEFORE GJ SEPT TWENTY, NINETEEN FIFTY.
DEFENSE ARGUED THAT SINCE SUBJECT RECANTED AND CORRECTED FALSE STATEMENT
AT NEXT -APPEARANCE BEFORE GJ ON SEPT TWO SEVEN, FIFTY, HE SHOULD

NOT BE CONVICTED. DEFENSE ALSO TRIED TO CLAIM THAT VAGO-S AéprAnANgz,'
BEFORE GJ ON SEPT TWO SEVEN, FIFTY, WAS MERELY CONTINUATION OF SESSION =
OF SEPT TWENTY, FIFTY AND THEREFORE VAGO-S CORRECTION OF FALSE STATEMENT
WAS MADE BEFORE RIS TESTIMONY WAS COMPLETED. NO ARGUMENT uad¥ By Cka
GOVT SINCE JUDGE RYAN STATED NE DID NOT DESTRE ANY., JUDGE

RESERVED DECISION BUT INDICATED KE VILL FIND VAGO GUILTY. WILL GIVE
DECISION JUNE TWENTY NEXT, NINE THIRTY AM. / g/ — /fi P20k

, L
~ RECORDED - 162 Y 25 1962

. | o
HOLD PLS ‘d\%&\‘ L Sc‘i}: I'DT : { y/'(JJJ?P“
$14u 7 &J‘Zmy. (1 :u@‘/ '



)
FECCRAL GUREAU OF INVESTIGRILN
U. 5. DEPARTMENT OF STICE

COMMRICATIONS SECTION
- JUN 161852 A

TE/’E

- .

| < st
WASH 31  FROM NEW YORK 16 N
M)Rx ECTOR vreeny  ALL INFOREATH "J CONTN ED

HEREIH 15 "QE”‘LASSIHED
e, DATEZ.S > BY@QZ,P@’ cls

OSCAR JOHN VAGO, WAS., ESP-R., PERJURY.

OR NOT GUILTY.

77/ RECORDED - - 18
@ B %L 8 7§§§1m gﬁ&’*
HOLD PLS |

.‘m

, JUN 25 1952

ONE NINE EIGHT EIGHT. ROBERT MARTIN, AUSA, SDNY, ADVISED JUNE g%
FIFTYTWO, THAT VAGO 1S TO APPEAR IN US DISTRICT COURT, JUNE EIGHTEEN,
FIFTYTWO, AT TWO THIRTY PM BEFORE FEDERAL JUDGE SYLVESTER J+ RYAN.

VAGO HAS ENTERED A WAIVER OF JURY TRIAL ON A STIPULATED STATE- . ,
MENT OF FACTS. THE STATEMENT OF FACTS WILL BE PRESENTED TO JUDGE ? ;rd/
RYAN AND THE JUDGE WILL DECIDE UPON THE FACTS WHETHER VAGO IS GUILTY

/a L — []gg-223

¢ Mr. Glavin, ____

L‘,Miss Gandy
W%#_____J: e

BUFILE ONE NAUGHT ONE DASH

My, TolsoR.qupen

Mr. Ladde o
Mr. 9 o
Mr. [B Rt et

Mr. -

Mr. Harbo
Mr. Rosen
Mr. Tracy
Mr. Lauvghlin ___
Mr. Mohr.
Tele. Room_
Mr. H-"(ﬂmnn_

R6
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WASH 22 FROM NEW YORK

DIRECTOR DEFERRED

~

20 4-34 PM

/
OSCAR J%HN VA;O, WAS, vESP—R, PERJURY,; BUFILE ONE HUNDRED ONE DASH ONE
NI?E EIGHT EIGHT. REMYTEL JUNE EIGHTEEN LAST. FEDERAL JUDGE

Mr. TQW
Mr. Ladd—ee
Mr. Nu\;lj-———

|
Mr. Glavifloe—-
Mr. Harbo—m—
L Mr. Rosen——— |
"Mr. Tracy-=— |
Mr. Leughlin—
Mr. Mohr..
Tele. Room——o

Mr. Hollomad—
Mize Gandy..—

SYLVESTER Je RYAN FOUND OSCAR VAGO GUILTW}Z TWENTY INST

STENTENCE THREE YEARS SUSPENDED AND PLACED ON PROBATION,

SCHEIDT

voLp psALL INFOR:S
HEREL! 1S
DATES-

67 UL, 1954

ATION CONTAINED  RegoRoeD - 162 o) = 198 %~

i r:Lh-.QWlED : ey
' 852
oo SUN 251882 D3

BY.

piy

P
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O]ﬁce Memomndum e UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

To : pirector, FBI (101-1988) DATE: June 30, 1952
FROM 1 SAC, New York (100-55242)

UBJECT: (QSCAR J‘OHNOVAGO, was -
PERJURY, ESPIONAGE - R -

Enclosed herewith are five copies of the report of
SA BLAZE J. TOMASONI dated 6/30/52, at NY.

It is noted that the enclosed is a closing report,
However, in view of the situation in the MORTON SOBELL case,
the stops placed against VAGO with U.S. Customs, Immigration
end Naturalization and the Alien Tex Division of the Internal
Revenue are being maintained. It 1s possible that 1f SOBELL
furnishes any information, an esplonage case can be developed
against VAGO. Therefore, the stops are being maintsined and
after one year, they will be reevaluated to determine the
desirabllity of continuing them.

REcORDED - 21 | fo/-(298 <+ P
Jul' 1 1852
s

Encs. 5 &
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- - F ] .
‘SECURI WY INFORMATION-CONFISBE TIAL

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

::T:gzslonus:NArl—:n Aar  NEW YORK FILE NO. .mM
WEPORT MADE AT DATMEA:IEEN PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE REPORT MADE BY ~ . .
- m YoEE - g /30/52 6/16 18,20,23/52 BLAZE J. TOMASONI -
4 rme . . - . CHARACTER OF CASE | '
oscan JOEN VAGO, was o PERJURY, ESPIONAGE = n

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS:

VAGO tried in U.S. District Court,

IN® SINY, before Federal Judge SYLVESTER J.
el Ty - RYAN 6/18/52. Trial besed on stipulated.
NEVT statement of fects, and VAGO waived
8 jee 0 o, Jurg trisl. Judge RYAN reserved decision
o ‘ e a4 20/52, and on that date found VAGO
&, A Q&Q guilty of perjury, gave him three years
E Cﬁy' suspended sentence and placed him on :
= three years probation,
)
'ufi a ) - l =1 \
B3 33 y _ CALE BIEQRITATIO Pﬂ QTN\ED
A EA o= = < . ST e
E = = p T R -; /
an D%AILS:'_? At Ne;w York, New York D?\t;ﬁ '<\3D W’d—
ﬁ 5 & on June 18, 1952, OSCAR J’OHN VAGO appesared for trial
i E ':' befo

United States District Judge SYLVESTER J. RYAN
“ on a 3tipulated set of facts regarding subject's
perjnry.ﬁ%

fore the Federal Grand Jury of the Southern Distriot
of New York on September 20, 1950, . ) g“ 1

ey

VAGO had waived jJury trial, and the defense argued -
that sinece VAGO had recanted and corrected his false statement,
at the next appeerance before the Grand Jury on September 27,
1950, he should not be convicted. Defense also tried to claim
that VAGO'S appearance before the Grand Jury on September 27,
1950 was merely/a)continuation of the session of Sdptember 20,
1950, and, theréfere, VAGO'S correction of falss statament

was made before his teatimony was completed.

e
. I "- . - -
(1 / - - -
APPROVED AND (° ! p ¢
* ] __FORWARDED:

COPIES OF TH!S REPORT

DO NOT WRITE IN THESE PAC“ . ‘ ]
(5)- Bureau (101-1988) fr.no

et J'm/-' 325 «lm{ Rﬁcoggso -2]
1l - USA, SINY ’

T—Fm 1-fa5g ' .
1l - Los Angelea (65- 51251g)KInro. '

1 - San Francisco (65 Info.\
1 - Washington Field ( 5-559 ) (Iﬁror)

L3 - Naew York (100=55242)

PROPERTY OF FB! THIS CONFIDENTIAL REPORT AND tI'S CONTENTS ARE LOANED TO YOJ BY THE FBL AND ARE

7 T0 BE DISTRIBUTED OUTSIDE Of
SENCYTQWRSH AP R T P Y T N Ol AenBrd Q, Bomm ;




; A J(!T

I8 . i
ATHRURES - KTAYRG T YTIR0032

NY 100-552)42

o U7 7 No argument ‘was made by the Government, since Judge
’ RYAN stated he did not desire any.’ J’udge RYAN on this date

" reserved deciaion to June 20, 1952. S ) ol A

" " On June 20 1952, Foderal J‘udge SYLVESIER J RYA.R o
stated he found OSCAR VAGO guilty of violation of Section 1621, N
T tle 18, He sentenced VAGO to three years suspended sentence
and placed hin on three years probation. .

. A Probation Flnsh on the aubject has been submitted
to the Bureau, -

ENCLOSURE - Buroau (1) o
' Probation Flash on the subjoct. E

)

~CLOSEDw= "= = -

Fl“” F[’?{ 11 YTiEUS -?
‘l.

LAVeid fhicds

0-2-'

w
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. "%:% _ Coples of this report ars being furnished to the Los * -

Lngeles, San Francisco and Washington Fleld Offices for in- - o
formation in accordance uith Bureau instructions.
REFERENCE: ' S

Report of SA BLAZE J, TOMASONI, New York, 5/19/52,
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: c:mndn-um.u & . . ‘}
/‘6 Memonmdzmz UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO  : 7§ DIRECTOR g | DATE: Jyne 24, 1952 ._~

Tolson
FROM : p, M. LADD @/ e a—
g ~ N ?i?;zf{
SUBIECT: (SCAR JOAN FAGO, was l/ =
ESPIONAGE - R
PERJURY

0 answer your inquiry on the attached
ncnarandun.aniziiwﬁy%Dscar;d“ﬁi%?qgo wa3_not given a
Jail sentence. Yago, while known to be a partner of
Abraham Brothman, wa3 _not known to be involved in

espionage activities, He was cglled before a Federal
Grand Jury on September 20, 1950 _agnd pade certain-
false statements regarding his whereabouts in the period
1929 to 1933, We informed Special Assistant to the
 Attorney General Donegan of the falsity of these statements.
vago was then recalled before the Grand Jury on September
27, 1950 at which time he stated he.wanted to amend part

qf his testimony. Donegan refused to allow him to do 80
before answering specific questions through which Vago
was then forced to admit the falsity of hia previous
testimony. KHe was then indicted.

\

D? Ihampxnﬁzgujtvn in_this case has been viewed
32\9 from its inception_aé_a_technical. viﬂlation with considerable
—.. 7. doubt eristing as _to whether Vago's false testimony could
Ej be shown to be nater;al to the purpose qf the Grand Jury
= inquiry and thus "in violation of the perjury atatute.
i It was on _this basis that the Government agreed to going
- before_Judge Ryan _ Qlth the defense and making a statement

ﬂ‘qf Jfacts after which the Judge<fbund Yago guilty, but

[

ALL INFORISATION CONTAINED

gave. him only tﬁe three years' suspended sentence and
thrze_ufara probation,

ACTIBN: ¢

2; ﬁ None, The above i8 in answer to your inquiry. /éﬁ
c 5 :

RJZ Jl

101-1968 | _RAL
30  RECORDED . ig_\/”“ - /

3Bk JUN. 27 1459

Fhr_ <5§V$V$§ S }7// \\\\, ,
. . S— o .
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Oﬁice Memorzmdz; 2 UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO * MR, A. H. BELMON

’S» DATR: June 20, 195,
) ; %ounn.b/
SR FROM : MR. W. V. CLEVELAND ; 1
) L % Clogg.

SUBJRCTY: OSCAR JOHN VAGO, was 1
ESPIONAGE - R R
] L]  ————
PERJURY ALL INFCTIATION CONTAINED ——
HeRidil oo Wi CLASSIRED S—
PURPOSE : e ras.
£ DATEZ. &% 1) Bm{.ﬁlfldé
To advise that the subject was found guilty of -
perjury and sentenced today by U. S. District Judge o pOan
Sylvester J, Ryan, New York To 3 years suspended and 3 years” .
probation.
__.'-—--—
BACKGROUND'

Vago was a partner _in the fzrm of A, Brothmap_and
Associates, New York City, from August, 1944, to June, 1948,
During this period he became closely a ssoczatgd,wzth
Abraham Brothman and Harry Gold. On September 20, 1950,
Wgﬁmmmmmarand Jury in the Southern
District of New York, at which time he stated that he left
the United States in 1929 to visit his relatives in Hungary
‘and that he did not return until January, 1933. Jangsmuch
‘as'an FBI investigation conclusively showed that Vago was
continuously employed in New York CiTy BuUrtng—theyedrs
1929 tihrough 1932, he oS 0galn_Summoned 10 appéar bejore
the Grand Jury on September 27, 1950. Upon QueStIONInG
before this body,‘ﬁé‘uvmiftéa‘ﬁé“ﬁaa—”?evtously testified _
Valsely as to his trip to Hungary and that he actuaclly re- Y
turned to Hungary for a visit of about one month during the
months of December, 1942, and January, 1943. He was indicted
tn September 26, 1950, for perjury, based on this false

estimony.
DETAILS:
On the morning of June 20, 1952, Supervisor
Tom McAndrews of the New York Oﬁfzce tel“fagﬁ}call advised

hat Vago had been found guilty of perjur and"was'?en%eﬂved
Us S, District Judge Sylvesteér J. .FU&n
Southern Distric “oF New Yo7, 0.0 3-140% .S uspended senfence

and was_given 3 years probai;l%ré. DED - 58l /0/,’{!?[&?.

AG’TION- : U 27 1¥

WVC:LT N | / —. o | .
101-1988 Ng’CL“P{;\f ’(' e\ WSS
. . WV \M annlor L
] T A
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‘Oﬁz'ce Memomndzmz * - UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

To : W.A. BRANI

July 11, 1952
FROM :° A, p, LITRENTO W/ |
S A SUBJECT:  OSCAR JOHN VAGO was. , o
\/ PERJURY -
/[l," mlom - R GLASS[HED BY ? v é.x :iu_.
o’ ARPOSE : BECLASSIFY ON: OADR ———
To recommend that the attached report of Special Agent —
Blaze J. Tomasoni, dated June 30, 1952, at New York, placing this s
case in a closed status, be accepted. L —
, oo _
DETATLS: 5,4:/,.‘/_‘ s RN e /
, OSCAR VAGO came to the Bureau's attention in connection with
the Harry Gold investigation when it was determined that Vago vas a
business partner of Abraham Brothman during the period Brothman was
o associating with Gold.
w .
gc Investigation reflected that Vago was born February 27, 1898,
T » in Budapest, Hungary. He came to the United States in 192k, and was
©iL -2 npaturalized es an American citizen in the Southern District of New York
©cr2  on September 29, 1938. He resided in Washington, D.C., from 1938 to
<2 1941, during which period he was employed by the Federal Building
23" Administration, Procurement Division of the Treasury Department, and
%z, |, the War Department et Fort Myer, Virginia. (101-1988).
€
97 3 While in Weshington, D.C., Vago was reported as being a member
=N 1 of the Washington Book Shop, the Washington Committee for Democratic
=1{;;"?-Y Action, and the American League for Peace and Democracy. (61-7582-1298).
<D0
In 1941, Vago moved back to New York City. In May, 194k, it \ﬁ
was reported that he was a menber of the Executive Committee at Large of the |
Rego Park Club of the Communist Party of America. In July, 1944, he wvas
elected to the Queens City Council of the Communist Party of Americe.
As of June, 1949, he was listed as president of the Trylon Clu'b Ridgewood
Section, Queens County Communist Party. (65- 58805-1.153, 3938-?. 5;
100-3-4-4498-p. 18; 100-3-k-6723-P G &5 / g /., —~— 1;7_7
No evidence of Vago's 1n$§ vement in espiggggg AP ﬁeveloped during
this investigation. \%b. 2 16-2-28
6\’ Liassified by s wAQ)W
- APL:J1 Exzempt from GDY, Category 9%
. 1'9 1-1988 Date of Declassifi n Indefinite
‘-, o - -
N\ MEnclosure , )/
\5‘} QQL R
7 Fse¥  CONFIDENIIE N/
AV ! du,_18 Y g L QIRRTT
IR B REES
. o



in the Southern District of New York and made certain false statements
concerning his whereabouts in the period 1929 to 1933. We advised
Special Aseistant Attorney General Donegen of this, and Vago was recalled
before the Grand Jury on September 27, 1950, and thereafter was indicted

for perjury.

On June 20, 1952, Vago was found guilty and sentenced by U. S.
District Court Judge Sylvester J. Ryan, Southern Distriet of New York,
to three years' suspended sentence and placed on three years' probation.

Subject 18 being retained in the regular section of the Security
Index in view of his Communist background.

Stops placed against Vego with U. S. Custome, Immigration and
Naturalization Service, and the Alien Tax Division of Internal Revenue
are being continued for another year when they will be revaluated by
the New York Office to determine the desirability of continuing them.

Dissemination of all pertinenty information concerning subject
has been made to the Department G-2, ONI and IRS.

Bureau references on subject have been reviewed and all pertinent
information reflected in these references are in subject's main case file.

RECOMMENRDATION:

Inssmuch as all logical investigation has been conducted a.nd
this case has been successfully prosecuted, it is recommended that the
attached report of SA Tomasoni be accepted, and this case be placed in a
closed status,

=
.

K .

J
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R
Oﬂ’ice Memomndum UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

e

_ T0 R Dlrector FDI (101-1988) DATE: SEP 3 1c59
— 4 wom ;  SAC, New York (100-55242)
! X OSCAR JOH'NQAGO was. - n ”h"' "“ n ‘
susljacr. oom iRy ALL ]NF D [ C \TP\

SSPIONAGE - R HERE] R Uil \,u R ¢

; DATE_,,,,SL_—L{

Remylet, 1/20/5%.

By referenced letter all offices receiving copies of this communi-

cation were requested to place stops concerning the subject with U.S.
Customs, TNS, and the Alien Tax Division of t.he Bureau of Internal Revenue,

On 6/20/52 Federal Judge SYLVESTER J. RYAN, USDC, SINY, found
T4G0 quilty of nerjury and gave him a three year susoended sentence and
placed him on three-years probation. In view of ~ossible developments
in the MORTON goprrcase and VAGO'S probationary sentence it is reqvested
that these stops be continued for a period of one year at which time
New York will make a revgluation in order to determine the dasuabl]iv
of contimuing them.

l -~ Albany - 1 - Albuqurque

1 ~ Anchorage 1l - Baltimore

1 - Boston 1 - Buffalo

1 - Butte ‘1. = 'Chicage

1l - Detroit 1l - E1 Paso . .
1 - Houston l - Los Anzeles &)
1l - Miami 1 - Minneanolis :

1 - Mobile 1 - Newark y

1 - New Orleans 1 = Norfolk '

]l - Philadelphla "1 ~" Phoenix

1 - Portland 1l - San Francisco

1 - San Antonio l - San Diego

1l - San_Juan 1 - Savannah -

1 ~“Beattle - 1 -~ Washington Field alf/

- BJTtRMS .

RECORDED - 8| /[ /785 — R 2E”
N 3-129 17 SEP 8 1952

f & ,_\\'[
60 SEP 16192 - . Y P N
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"Shptamber 2, 1952,

B K
6’5 O)\“’ OSCAR JOHK VAGO, was. \
Per ALL IHFORTATION CORTAINED
\{ Jur, ~e rom ~e
- z (‘,LASS\F\Y‘D B“. 07 ﬁ,_ y \Eapionago <« R ] HE® .,.! !: L VL".,QIFfED } _
: _u&jJNmu§§ﬁ U Bufile #101-1966 E?T (.2 SHOWN R
Y A '*,}f T “ <un”~ggy ‘ = ) ;“4
: W th e Qggar {ohnxvzgo wes a partner in the riru or .

A. Brothman and Assocletes, New York City, from August, .
194Y to June, 1948. During this period he became closely -
associsted with Abraham Brothmen and Barry Gold, & con~ .
fessed Soviet sgent., - - . 4 _

Aecording to Gold, Vago was prosent in the
office of A. Brothman and Assoclates on the evening when
Brothman had received his Grand Jury subpoens and an=-
nounced his intention of telling the whole story as to
his furnishing information to the Russians., Gold also
stated that Vago in December, 19,9, made inquiry of him
&8 to whether Brothmants atltement, thaet he (Brothmen), -
had received a Red Star from the USSR for hils activities
in behelf of the Soviets was true. Vago upon interview,
however, denied the sbove. _ e T .

: On September 20, 1550, he testified boroie a
Federal Grand Jury in the Southern District of New York, -
at which time he stated that he left the United States -

in 1929 to visit his relstives in Rungary and that he d
did mot return until Jamuary, 1933, Inesmuch as an FEI = %~

investigation conclusively showed that Vago was continu-
ously employed in New York City during the years 1929
through 1932, he was agein sumioned to sppear before the '
Grand Jury on September 27, 1950, Upon questioning de=~ /Z;JE
fore this body he sdmitted that he had testified falsely
- s to this trip to Hungary and thst he actually returned . -
- to Egngagynrorm; vis{;hgr abgug one nontguguring the
m—— . monthe of December and Janua .
- » ’ r’t‘ .Lfr??Zﬂ?

Clagy . .', . ’
S APL:jdbjau.V” o QECORDED ) B g SEP, 4 1952
hiknie NOTE: Prepeared at requesg& ministrative Division for

— Budget Mater
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‘ Vago was indictecd by the Pedersl Grand Ju.rg
for the Southern District of New York on September 28,
1950, on the charge .of perjury based on his false
testimony before the Federal Grend Jury on September 20,
1950. Vago entsred a plea of not gullty on arreigmment,
On June 20, 1952 Vago was found guilty and ssntenced by -~ -
UsS. Distriet Judge Sylvester J. Ryasn, of the Southern S
Distriect of New York, to three years' suspended sentsnse =
and placed on three years' probation. § ’ - -
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Oﬂ‘ice Meﬂ (12 o UNITE.T. » GOVERNMENT

TO : Director, Fﬁ! (161-1988) DATE: October 1k, 1957
Qr FROM SAC, Minneapoliis _(65-872)

SUBJBCT: OSCAR JOHN VAGO, was.
PERJURY

%’J | ESPIONAGE =B = - - - - -
) Reference New York 1°tter to the Bureau dated September 3, 1952,

In accordance with the request in referenced letter this is to advise
that the following stops were placed October 7, 1952.

Mr. TRVIN SHRODE, Officer in Charge, Iminigration and Naturalization Service,
Post Office Building, St. Paul, Minnesota.

Mr. ¥. B. FAIRBANKS, Division Chief, Internal Revenue, Alien Tax Division,
Post Office Building, St. Paul, Hinnesota.

Inspector C. O. NORDLIE, United States Customs, Federal Building, Minne-
apolis, Minnesote.

The New York Office is requested to advise the Minneapolis Office when these
stopes are no longer necessary.

~RUC - .
N
A/IJ
sECSd.-d ' -

ALL INFORMATION COXTAINED
ce - 1 - ew York (100-85212)  HEREIN IS UNLLASSFIED |
QATE__ﬁD_BY-%%@@E

Lo/-19¢eT43°

) . e v—
sy (oo g0l S -7 OFT 17 1052
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. . - FD-122

" STANDARD Poras wo. 84 : | } (1251
Oﬁ ce Memor dum UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
'DIRPI!TOR F. B. I. (101=061388) DATE :%abmry 26, 1953

/j FRoM : SAC, NEW YORK  (100-55242)

SUBJECT: OSCAR JOHN VAGO, wa. \DEATI A \g
ESP~R,and PERJURY AU ”\, N ‘..,.‘ '«'-= ’C‘_‘Lx

.,Q HLh_.i Tl Ulide
72 e

It is recomnended that a Security Index Card be pxr
above-captioned individual,

X The Security Index Card on the captioned individual should be
changed as followss (Specify change only)

-

NAME e = .
ALIASES | no B
o N2

B g

NATIVE BORN NATURALIZED ALIEN * S & =

COMMUNIST SOCTALIST WORKERS PARTY INDEPENDENT SOCIALIST LEAGUE

MISCELIANECUS (Specify)
TAB FOR DETCOM TAB FOR COMSAB RACE SEX

PLACE OF BIHTH

DATE OF BIRTH

BUSINESS ADDRESS (Show name of employing concern and address)
Farkas and Barron Construction Engineers, 150-Broadway, New York, N. Y.

NATURE OF INDUSTRY OR BUSINESS (Specify from Vital Facility List)

RESIDENCE AIDREES

LA/ 1ﬁ0d

~——

GHT :MAT
’ NCT - 'zosn

. 17MAR 2 1953 W r’ﬁgﬁ/
f}” ARSAIWIQSS

<




» STANDARD FORM 0. 64 3

4%

—, 9 o

]
H

ldﬂ??z,i s DNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Office V. utn

:. Director, FBI {130=31588) DATE: L4/28/53
ROM : SAC, New York (100-55242)
SUBJECT: OSCAR JOET{/VAGO, was ' TET e s

. PERJURY; -
’ ’;}J - ESP-P - :
A Re FY letter to Bureau, 6/30/52..1'5
Referenced NY letter stated that stops would be mainta;ned
on the subject for one year after VAGO'S conviction on 6/20/52 for .
Per jury. .
The NYO belleves that these stops are no longer necessary,
%nd UACB all stops will be removed 10 days after date of this let—
er. -
| v 141953,
BJT:JAT

7S b
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*-9FFICE MEMORANDUM, UNITED STATES GOV..ANMENT

o | o |
© & Director, FBI (101-1988) Date: 5/26/53

)
! SAC, New York (100-55242)

ubject: pSCAR JO AGO, was
PERJURY -
ESPIONAGE - R

Re NY letters of 1/20/51 and_h/28/53.

\L) Referenced letter of 1/20/51, requested all offices
recelving a copy of this communication to place stops against the
sub ject with US Customs, INS, and the Allen Tax Division of the
Bureau of Internal Revenue.

'By referenced letter of L/28/53, the NYO advised the Bure:
these stops were no longer cons:idered necessary and UACB would be
cancelled ten days after h/28/53

Albany (74-6)
Albugquerque (100-731)
Anchorage (100-307)
Baltimore (65-1794)
Boston

Buffalo

Butte (65-528)

Chicago

Detroit

El Paso (65-813)
Houston (100-8303)

Los Angeles (65-512F)
Miami (65-2L2L)
Minreapolis (65 872) :
Mobi le

Newark

New Orleans (100~-14401) -
Norfolk (74-3) '
Philadelphia (65-L411)

Phoenix (100-3781)

Portland (65-1732 0-2 >

San Antonio (7&57%) RECORD | /o/ /?g[’ 23>
San Diego (65-0-581) : —

San Francisco (65-4296) MRY 98 1953

San Juan (74-10)

Savannah (65-0-504)

Seattle (65-3133) _
Washington Fleld (66-1922)(65-5598) 1§$

78U H - W
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Letter to Director
WY 100-55242

placed against the sub ject.

—2-

‘ .

Thererore, all offices receiving & copy of this
communication are requested to cancel all stops they have
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Office Memoromdum « uniren;

- o -

~ SUBJECT, 0SCAR JOHN VAGD, was.
PERJURY :
ESPIONAGE -~ R

[/

Re New York letter to Buresu dated 5/26/53.
Stops removed at Norfolk, Virginis., RUC.

PR

K

LWKtplo
‘663 New York (100-55242)

iﬁ_’a@}uuu 18133

' DATE:
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A
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‘To .:  DIBECTCR, FBI (101-1988) .. . F
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STANDARD FORM NO. 84

Oﬁice Memorzgdum « UNITED STA'gs GOVERNMENT

TO : DIRECTOR, FBI (101-1988) DATE: June 17, 1953 .

FPROM : SAC, WFO (65-5598)

ALL INFOR:ATIO CONTAINED

3

SUBJECT: OSCAR JOHN VAGO, was., KEQan 15 Lol aSSINED Cl
PERJURY and ESPIONAGE - R D ATE 2590 [,Y%o\{? LDT}

Re New York letter dated May 26, 1953, requesting removal of
GtOpSt

WFO by letters dated June 5, 1953, requested the Collectors of e
Customs, INS, and Bureau of Internal Revenue to remove stops. Coples _ ‘.
of WFO letters sent to New York. Passport stop removed by WFO letter /
dated Jwe 17, 1953, to Passport office. éf,

New York requested to report removal of stops in its next

report,
-RUC~

»

HWB /mmd _
2-CC-NEW YORK (100-55242) = REGISTERED MATL

o WO/ 1997~ D3 + Y

- JUN19 1983 &

,ﬁo 739
79 JUNRS 1953 W M




SUBJECT: (QSCAR JOHN VAGO, Was. HERE:! Y “Umm]g 1ED . \
! M»J ESPIQNAE - R DAT!;_-’-_)_@EQ__-BY iU

STANDARD FORM NO. 64 . :\/' ‘:
O]ﬁce Mef..,. ...,.Zum UNITEv oinico GOVERNMENT

TO : DIRECTCR, FBI (101-1988) DATB:  6/16/53
FROM :K 5AG, SAN FRANCISCO (65-L286)
P

ALL INFD“””"’N CONTAINED

.....

Re New York letter to Bureau dated 5/26/53.

The: stop notices placed against subject with U.S.
Customs, INS, and the Alien Tax Division of the Bureau of Internal
Revenue were removed as requested by relet on 6/10/53. RUC.
FPP:ed

CC: New York (100-5521;2)

v 49

| ECDRDED,\ i w“““ 251 198
\ Wi 3}2 ‘g‘ bl |
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STANOAND FORM No. 84 ; ' u]

u .
Oﬂice Meml/l wirowsd?72 © UNITED §_ GOVERNMENT

/ T ' DIRECTOR, FBI (101-1988) DATE:  7/3/5
AR s, MINNEAPOLIS (65-872)
. (WRIECT:. s6aR JomN VAGO, was.
- PERJURY
ESPIONAGE - R
Re New York letter to Director, dated May 26, 1953,
This is to advise that stops pleed by this office have
been cancelled in accordance with the instructions
set out in referenced letter. - RUC -
SEC/wb
CC: New York (100-55242) \
O\ Q.:"_{-\:
P IR .\ -
\_\(-\\\:L“« e 0T A
aN Oy G tl%‘\
sy %
A
<
V4
7 !
/
e R ar ,: . ‘m .
sl RECORDEDES | gp /- 98 ;23{
A u--—'lw i o X .'
_ . c o - !7JUL 8 1953 | _ .
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‘ - . ‘ FD-122

|

.{rmmon.u U > (5"11—'7)

-

Oﬁice Mejmorzmdum e UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

'r\ok : Director, FBI (101-1988) DATE: 2/9/5L
l’kgﬁ:w"sAc, New York (100-55242) Card UTD.
" 2. 435K
SUBJECT:  QSCAR JOHN VAGO, we ALL I -F."l oM {\ !
SM-C Ht.m £ ,.-.-;.,A.-L i5ED

~ It is recommended that a Security Index Card be prepared on the
above-captioned individual.

X The Security Index Card .on the captioned individual should be
changed as follows: (Specify change only)

ALIASES
NATIVE BORN NATURALIZED ALIEN
COMMUNIST SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY INDEPENIENT SOCIALIST LEAGUE__
MISCELLANEOUS (Specify) yerification pending
TAB FOR DETCOM TAB FOR COMSAB RACE SEX
DATE OF BIRTH PLACE OF BIRTH

BUSINESS ADDRESS (Show name of employing concern and addresa)

KEY FACILITY DATA:
‘GEOGRAPHICAL REFERENCE NUMBER RESPONSIBILITY

"INTERESTED AGENCIES

el
- RESIDENCE ADDRESS JZ Unknown J/ '[‘19/ .—/ 1 g_

—s

gorre gl




. s . FD-122

J— : _ (5-11-53)
Ojﬁae Memomndum e UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO : Director, FBI (101;1988) pATB: 3/11/55

OM : gaC, New York (l00-55242)

\ f card U.1.0-
SUBJECT: OSCAR JOHN v-‘}ﬁﬁ IN"C.“?"‘HOT' CONTAINED mgaﬂﬁé?
| | HEREL! 5 L, ;’_::'* \ED \ ) ot
59

DATE Yo 1y GEouz T I 1%
It is recomme ‘that a Securtty Imtex Card= prepared on the
ebove-captioned individual.

X The Security Index Card on the captioned individual should be
- 7 changed as follows: (Specify change only)

NATIVE BORN NATURALIZED ALIEN
COMMUNIST SOCIALIST WOREERS PARTY, INDEPENIENT SOCIALIST LEAGUE
MISCELLANEOUS (Specify) '

TAB FOR DETCOM TAB FOR COMSAB RACE SEX

DATE OF BIRTH PLACE OF BIRTH

BUSINES ADDRESS (Show name of employing concern and address)

3 J James Ruderman (Consulting Engineer)
Ty,

32 Union Square, New York, New York
o - Cw\m FACILITY DATA:

GEOGRAPHICAL REFERENCE NUMBER : RESPONSIBILITY

‘INTERESTED AGENCIES

RESIDENCE ADDRESS

)a/ -/9 7€~ E &sf’_
RM NOT RECORDED

conshh APR T 1985, — i




FD-122
® g’

STANDAND Fonet M. 64 (5-11-532)
S l ‘ 3
Oﬂice Memomndum e UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO  : pirector, FBI (101-1988) DATE: 3/19/54

. %’“’“ ‘ §AC, Bew York (100-55242)

/ ﬁ;——— H rr\'u—p \r 'C'vs dm

“, SUBJECT: OSCAR JOHN VAGO, wa m “‘ r» .\Tf:\?x r.. \! \HED —.31’;’
d ﬂ‘c H[’.iu.i . lv \—:l "‘"\‘“"L.J\

DATE2 S8 BiZedziil JQ,!?”

It is recommended that & Security Index Card be prepared on the
above-captioned individual.

X The Security Index Card on the captioned individual should be
— changed as follows: (Specify change only)

ALIASES

AN

NATIVE BORN NATURALIZED ALTEN

COMMUNIST SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY INDEPENIENT SOCIALIST LEAGUE
MISCELLANEOTS (Specify) ‘

TAB FOR DETCOM TAB FOR COMSAB RACE SEX

DATE OF BIRTH PLACE OF BIRTH

BUSINESS yDRESS (Show name of employing concern and address)
Dr. Jacob Teld

155 B. 33rd Street, NYC v

KEY FACILITY DATA:
GEOGRAPHICAL REFERENCE NUMBER RESPONSIBILITY

INTERESTED AGENCIES _ 0/ 1775 -
RESIDENCE ADDRESS 44—13 73rd Avenue, Flushing, LI, NY ‘/L

NOT Rgcosnen \~
- 12 MAR 23 1954 td

i BJT: MXW - —_— MQA‘\
) e e _ A. 9

6\} "“u s;—L La\'l. . : ,




OFFICE MEPDRAN'D“ UNITED S“TE.S GOVERNME

< To: DIRZCTOR- "B (101-1988) 6/2/55
N S ay 3 ’e ,

» FROM:  SAC, NIW YORK ' (100-55242)

- P o |

SURJECT: OSCAR JOHN VAGO, was
PERJURY; ESPIONAGE -~ R
Rebulet to NY 3/21;755, captionad
signified the Bureau desired that aken to correct .
the previous characterization of n all reports and letters -
prepared in the past, Rebulet dir&ete n all instances information
furnished by*should be attributed to“y name, He should
be characteri an alleged former Cominté€¥rn representative whose
credibility 1s not known since he has in the paest furnished both reliable
and unreliagble information," Rebulet additisnally instructed that the
characterization be inssrted on all cppiles of the communication in ink,

noting the date of change and the initials of the person making the
change,

IS-R," which Mo

In accordance with the above, the f3llowing communisation .has-been
changed in the NYO to properly attribute the information to- by
name and characterization:

(Rpte, Letter, (Date) (Agentta Name) (Place Where (Pege (T=-Symbol)
Airtel, E’c.c.s : Made) Nos, )
Report 3/20/51 SA ROBERT M. NY 10 None
‘ KANB (Admin.
4 Page)

Where this communicat was a report, the information corresponding
to the T-symbol number i‘or on the informant page has been marked

_g "Deleted, !

It is requested that the Bureau and all interested offices who

received copies of the communisation make changes on all copies in their
~o—possession,

iFieD

It is to be noted that copies of this communication were disseminated
locally to the following NY agencies; USA, SINY

*} COITAINED

- -

h ~
Pl

23-5§57 BY

Lo 7

£y
\J
L

A

3

1

These agencies have been advised by separate letter ofq new
characterization and they have been advised that they may desire to change
their copy of the communication accordingly,

f\) ’vl;iJ

.

Al A A=
It is noted that a copy of the above communication was disseminated
8 loeally to None e It is requested that the

Office notify this agency in writi making reference to the communication
. which has been changed, thamredibiuty cannot be evaluated

since he iz known to have f reliable and unreliable information
and the agency may desira- to change the copy of the communication in its

posgesoion aocordinglys RECRDED - 7 /o/ - /7/ —.2.77
\ i°-‘ Los Angeles (65-5125) (RM) '

b o R e TR TR g o 6 s

. 1 - NY 105-1261—Subf11e A-2

n@@mummsass //// , . ‘:Q;ﬁg—ﬁg

X Loda tndall AN
<

e
| S

ALL |
RERE. s
DATE




Letter to the Director
NY 100-55242

It 1s to be noted that the report of SA ROBERT M.
KANE dated 3/20/51, at NY, referred to above, contained
the name of on the administrative pege (10) only,
under the ti niormants.? No information was 17
attributed to in the details by name or by
symbol number, ore, no communication 1s being
directed to the USA, SINY, who received a copy of the
report, -




WD FORS NO. 64 - p
g

Qﬁiw Memorz JAum + UNITED STA" GOVERNMENT
/ : DIRECTOR, FBI (101-1988) “ DATE: /0/.5’/.55

¥ oM : SAC, NEW YORK (100-552l2) ~
. ’ P (91(/0 &MLV/S‘() C“UQ‘QGL
y('sumcrz OSCAR JOHN VAGO, was

PERJURY

ESPIONAGE-R : '

| yo-/
Beourity Inde arg . e~
REFERENCE

SAC letter 55-30, L/12/55. oct 2 “ 7.0 RAe 11 Z_f\
SUCCINCT RESUME OF CASE “A%%E.E\_\_E Lroire 134 ;

Symbol informants utilized in this letter have in the past
furnished reliable information unless otherwise noted.

1. Subject mals, thite, born 2/27/98, Hungary, naturalized

. . @
2. It was developed in October, 1943, that_OSCAR VAGO,
6607 99th St., Rego Park, NY (Subject's residence at that time) had
on 10/15/43, been officially transferred from the C-8 Branch of the CP
to the 6th AD Branch, Queens County CP, NY. bl’ [0‘) 7

3. On 5/22/4h, it was detormined OSCAR VAGO, £6-07 99th St.
Rego Park, Queens was a member-at-large of the Rego Park club, Queens
couty o

L. On 10/4/L6, it was developed OSCAR VAGO, 66-07 99th St. RO PaRK s MEMB
‘o¢ Rego Section, Queens COunty CP. _ .

SDNY 9/29/38.

J ::S. £n L/28/h7, 1nformtion was received reflecﬂng subject
was a membe ssibly presidsnt of the 'rrylon Club, Rego- Section »

E Quee% CP. ‘

\ O : RRY GOID, self-confesged and convicted espionage

) gent,,, on 9/1J4/ , advised that subject was a CP member. He stated

O\ duringithe period he was acquainted with subject he had been told

\ by subject thsit he attended meetings and was a CP member in Forrest

. Hills, Queena. Gp 10/2/50, HARRY GOLD furnished a signed statement in which Jfb""" = o
he advised h& first heard of subject through ABRAHAM BROTHMAN in 1943, At .
that time GOLD was receiving technical information from BROTHMAN for - N -
trananittal 30 the Soviet Unfon. EROTHMAN desired that COLD obtain . -

RECORDED _ M /a/- ///f? 33‘6

1 OCT 6 1955 -

: 't‘:,l_'f‘——-— N\ A o~
| aﬁ il
S

Classitied by -

Exempt from GDR\CY
_Dlte oi Declnaufi alidn




NY 100-552L2 - T

financial usistance from hia Russian superiar 80 that VAGO conld be worked
into a position with an organization partly controled by BROTHVAN. At this
time BROTHMAN described VAGO as a sincere and convinced Comemnist. VAQGO

was to become a part of an organization whose rurpose was to produce and
design chemical processes for the Soviet Union., The venture sponsored by -
BROTHMAN was to be backed by AMIORG or Russian money, GOLD further stated

he first met VAGO in. 1946 when subject was at that tims a partner in the Firm,
ZI% A BROTHMAN Associates. CCLD stated he gathered from VAGO's conversation,
actions, and other factors that he was, during 19L6, active in the CP and
completely in sympathjf: with the Commnist cause., As late as 19L8 GOLD
stated that VAGO indicated to him he was active in the CP. He last saw
subject in December, 1949. GOLD stated he did not believe VAGO was

involved in any espionage because he was too talkative,

j )
J :
- - - letter to DIRECTOR

' 7. On 9/20/50, subject appeared before the FGJ, SDNY, and
refused to answer any questions as to CP membership on grounds of self-
incrimination, He denied having ever participated in any espionage -
activity and stated he kmew of no espionage conducted by HARRY GOLD or
ABRAHAM BROTHMAN, '

8. In a signed statement executed 10/9/50, Mrs. BERNICE
RIVERIA, domestic for th- VAGO family in 1948, advised that subject's wife
had attempted to recruit her into the CP on several occasions, Further,
Mra. VAGO told her that both she and the subject were CP members,

. . 9. On 9/28/50, the FGJ, SDNY, returned an indictment against
subject char he committed perjury in testimony given under oath before
the FGJ on 9728?5 He was charged with giving false testimony concerning
his country of residence from 1929, to 1932, He testified that during
this period he was in Hungary, when in fact he was in the TU. S. contimously
from 1925, to 1932. Subject was arrested by the FBI on 9/28/50, and
bail was subsequently set at $40,000. Subject could not meet the bail and
he was placed in the custody ~f the WS, SDNY. The FGJ before which
subject appeared wa3 conducting investigation and 1nqu1r1ng 1nto possible
vioclation of espionage laws of the U. 8.

I '-,, - 10, Aftsr subject was arrested nnd was unable to raise bail
" "he was placed in the Federal House of Detention, NYC. Also in this
. institution at the time was JULIUS ROSENBERG. In connection with information




Letter to DIRECTOR
NY 100-55242

7/

-~ furnis NE TARTAKOW, .
concerning JULIUS , ollow: ata - -« -
subject was also obtained: 1. During VAGO's period of incarceration ;

'ROSENBERG was very friendly with subject and on one oceasion subject furnished
ROSENBERG with several sheets of paper which both studied together for the most
part of one day. Both subject and ROSENBZRG on several instances discussed
mitusl acqueintances of theirs who residea in different sections of the US,
Once ROSENBERG told VAGO to tell BROTHMAN (ABE) to stop acting "like a scared
Kid and everything would be taken care or", 2. 1In Jamuary, 1951, TARTAKOW
advised VAGO indicated to him in conversation he intended to flee the US

upon release from detgntion whether he was acquitted, released on bail, or

on completion of sentence., VAGO made the statement, according to TARTAXOW,
that he would go by a *iried and proven route® if a US passport was denied

" him, PFurther, he is reported to have said his arrest ended his "usefunlness
in the US". Immediately upon his release, VACO is alleged to have stzted, he
intended on going to Budapest and that he had been preparing to leave the US
at the time of his arrest. He informed TARTAKCW that friends in France were
to write him a letter offering him a job which would then enable him to

obtain an American passport. 3. On 1/18/51 TARTAKOW advised that subject
relafed to him that all the material furnished the Russians by Dr. KLAUS

FUCHS was first turned over to ABRAHAM BROTEMAN to check for accuracy and
verification. L. In describing ROSENBERC and VAGO, TARTAKOW stated: ?Never
have I been associsted with two men whose hétred tor our government is so
profound. Every statefent contains a threat of destruetion, of violence,

to America, There men are not mere Communists. What i§ wore important is
thzt they are revolutionists and that even in the Commnist organization
itself that is. a horse of a dirferent color'.,h - ‘ :

JERCME TARTAKOX's reliability is not known.

11. on 6/20/52, subject was found guilty by Federsl Judge SYLVESTER
J. RYAR (he waived trial by jury) and was sentenced to a three year suspended
sentence and placed on three years probation.

£

5 12, Subject was a partner in the ﬁ A. BROTHMAN Associates from
August, 194k, to June, 1945, In connection with the investigation which led to
the arrest of ABRAHAM BROTHMAN and HARRY GOLD, subject was interviewed by
Buresu agents on 5/15/50. At this time be furnished considerable informati-n
regarding his relationship ana business association with BROTHMAN. We -

"~ admitted knowing GOLD through that individuvalts employment at BROTHVAN Asso-

- ciates. However, he denied any kmowledge of any espionage activity engaged .

‘ o =3- -



I.ett.er to DIRECTDR - L -

" in by either GOLD or EROTHMAN or any comnection these two might have had
"with the Soviet Union. He stated he had severed relatdamship with BERCTFWAN -

in June, 1948, after having engaged in & violent argum:nt with him. As of - .-

the time mteniewed te had not had any further association with BROTEMAN,

As a result of information revealed by HARRY COLD and through
investigation relative to Soviet espionage activity in the US, extensive -
investigation was conducted to ascertain if VAGS himself was involved in

, espionage. As far as the investigation disclosed no direct evidence of
subject's involvemsnt in espionace was developed. Based on information
furnished by JEROVE TARTAKOW to the effect subject planmed to flee the
country when released from prison, stops were placed throughout the US

at points of embarkation and the USA authorized an arrest if subject was
determined to be attempting to leave the country. Ilcwever, no evidence

or indication of such intention o s part was received during the period
of time the stops were in effect ] )

As a condition of his probation subject was requirzd to inform '
the US Probation 0ffice of his employment and residence at all times, He
has been employed by various engineering firms since being placed on
probation and is currently working with the firm of JAMES RUDERVAN, Consulting
Engineer, NYC, and resides in Flushing, Long Island, there he pm-chased 8
home in October, 1953.

No evidence has been received during his period of probation which
would indicate he has been engaged in any aubveraive activity.

RECOMAENDAT ION.

Remove from the SI.

Even though subject has been fdentified as a CP member and was
from 19Lk, to 1948, affiliated with ARRABAM BROTHMAN, who figured prominently
in the HARRY GOLD espionage apparatus, no direct evidence of actual involvement
‘on the part of the subject has been developed., Information as furnished by
JEROME TARTAKOW would tend to indicate the posaibility that subject might

" have been engaged in some type of activity which was not in the best interest

of the US. However, investigation failed to determine; if any, the extent .
or- degree of such activity. HARRY GOLD stated while subject was a CP member

E

fohe et




Letter to DIRECTOR S “

NY 100-5521;2

he did not helieve him to be cagaged in espionaga. Ho direct connection was
determined between subjectts act of perjury and any espionage activity. There
has been no evidence of CP membership on his part within the past five years
nor does his known activity otheruise bring him vitbin the criterin for '
retention on the BI. o

DETCOM TABRBING

1. Not tabbed.
, 2. Not applicable.
3. Recommending deletion from the{éiz\)
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) in September of ;938
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It is recommended ﬁhat the subject's name be
included 1n the Security Index for the following reasons:

~ In the evenin Special Agents of the C
i| FBI observed DICK PASTO nd several other ‘EW
known Queens CP members, who because of the location of

their residences, could logically be considered as members
of the Kew Pomonok CP Club,. enter the subject's residence,

]

b |

" B0
T AV on 10/19/50, Mrs. BERNICE RIVERIA in a signed state—
{ meat ‘executed by her, stated that in 1948, Mrs. VAGO, the

‘Bubject's wife, had told her that both she and Mr. VAGO the
~ subject, were members of the CP. = -~ =i ... 77 .. o)

-

-2 - ' _
CONFITIAL 7 -
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_ co®
ADMINISTRATIVE CONT'D o _

furnished to L’\Q//

///One copy of thils repo
First Army, New York Cit

telephone call on 12/22/61, was made
ca telephone number

pnone directory to a
Queens, New York.

__ telephone call on 1/2/62, was made
by SA o an unidentified individual at the gﬁkk/
subject's employment. No formal pretext was necessary

because thils unidentified individual advised the subject
had not as yet arrived at work. It 1s noted that the call
was placed at apprbximately 8:35 AM.

///A suitable photograph of the subject is available.

~" An FD 122 recommending that the subject's name
be included in the Security Index 18 being submitted.

//,Bureau authority to interview the subject is not
being requested at this time to preclude any embarrassment
to the Bureau, which might possibly-arise from such an inter-
.view in view of the subject's conviction in Federal Court

on 6/20/52, on a charge of perjury. . , ‘L'ith

e

~ //, A summary report has been previously submitted
1n this case. -

. . i A 4 e ’,: v . r_tf. . .. ...‘_ .:_;‘A__‘ ‘A‘ M ~,

R

The Agents ‘who participated in the surveillance'A
on 9/28/61, are identified as follows:

—" -

. ’ - B -
COVER PAGE -
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)
[y

ADMINISTRATIVE CONT 'D YN

- The stops placed by the New York Office and
auxiliary offices, in connection with the perjury case in-
volving the subject have been cancelled.

e

" 7 The subJect's spbuse, CLAIRE VAGO (New York 100~
66457, Bureau 100-335813) is being recommended for inclusion
in the Security Index.

attributed to

to the Ntional Defehse.

~c— R
COVER PAGE
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INFORMANTS = = . a@%ffﬁi
L

Identlty of File Number Where

Source Located

(il

(o) i R —— (5

]

- l 100-32814-1B-74
atiniiy > 7

- L 1oo-552u2-3li
@iﬂéu T

o
- D - .
COVER PAGE -

s

’(‘9@"




* - as it appears in the Appendix attached to this report

(FURNISHED TO SA

\ §
NY 100-55242 : - :
INFORMANTS CONT'D . -dﬁgz§?ﬁ}¥é
| , 'idehfify of. L o File Nuﬁber ﬁhere
Source Located
N oont 1) }
cont'd R )
)

- The following are the informants utilized in the
characterization of‘"Advigs q)a.s it appears in the Appendix

.attached'to this repqrt:
_ QA,) [ b9

Forme

The following are the informants utilized in the
charactérization of the New York School for Marxist Szggiﬁf,}
U

; E - . -";“‘:'EA'- ..“'. z v a7
COVER  PAGE
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- mweommwrs corn - - g S

'/ Te following are the informants utilized in the
characterization of the Chicago Committee to Defend ocratic
Rights and the Chicago Smith Act Families Committee W

l. Ly b1

-~ Careful consideratioh has been given to each source
concealed and T symbols were utilized only in those 1lnstances
where the identities of the sources must bé concealed.

A . The informants not identified by T symbols, in )
the attached report, and who were unable to furnish any infor< .
mation concerning the subject, are identifled as followss

Informant - Date Contacted Cbntacting Agent w)

B U 1 ; i |
< " LA "jl:r, oL ',‘ ' 9:—::1"-.57 C “:‘“ Lﬂ. ;-A . - T T
UL R T TR WS T e L T e e oo
s T T s PN S ) b\ .
"t J e o R R R TR o "&» T L : b-\P R ;
B T T T S $ » T " S .
PR -‘sﬁt(x'»._\_\ | I, [ 2 R : . PR . C _‘, s <
- F =
COVER . PAGE
»
-
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INFORMANTS CONT'D _ .
Informant DateICOntacted Contacting Agent

LEADS ) )
NEW_YORK .
_At“Ne; fcrk; ﬁeﬁ.Ycrk
R ///1. Will awailt Bureau cecision regarding the

recommendation by the New York Office that the subject'
name be included gn the Security Index.

, - 2 Upon.receipt of such approval, the NYO
will place a Security flash 8n the subject's name with the
Identification Division, Washington, D. C - .

A/// 3.' Should the Bureau not concur with this T ' .
Lo recommendation the New York Office will place the su‘bject1 oo
‘name on Section B of the Reserve Index. _ o

’ { ’ﬁk//h Will.endeavor tc personally observe the SUbJeCt yf':

ad .
- G* - : A
COVER PAGE . &
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Copy to:

Report of:
Date:

Field Office File No.:

Titte:

- Character:

Synopsi
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¢
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ALL {oerartinTic

< SLZZSIFIED
uCRZ SHOWN

3uU
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TV
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EX
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CLASSIFIED By
DECLASSIFY oN

-
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Ul\‘l’lTED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

ket =

~ 1-G-2, First Armmy, New York City (AA 611495)

100-55242" Bureau File No:  101-1988 7

0SCAR JOHN VAGO™

SECURITY MATTER ~ C

Subject resides at 164 - 13/§;;d Avenue,
Queens, New York, and is employed by -
James Ruderman, Consulting En ﬁéer,“SE
Fifth Avenue,

reported that

rved several Queens
County CP mepgbers enter the subject's
eported that

elatives!

¥ - Classifled by

- B / ‘ Deglassify an:  °
O e e e oo ¢ y. = LY.
o M’AQ/ L7 10-7-25

-

’

“(RM)

) e
’ ’ ’ ; | ‘ N

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. 1t is the property of th; FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and

its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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DETAILS: M o o

‘I. BACKGROUND

A. Residence and Employment

On December 29, 1952, Mr. SAYLER, Probation
Officer, United States Probation Office, Room 205, United
States Court House, Foley Square, New York, New York,
advised SA GORDON W, TINDLE that the subject was then
employed by Farkas and Barron Construction Engineers,
150 Broadway, New York City.

On February 23, 1954, WILLIAM H.- PETERS, Probation
Officer, United States Probation Office, Federal Buillding,
Brooklyn, New York, advised SA BLAZE J. TOMASONI, that the
subject had, on October 26, 1953, purchased his own home at
164 - 13 73rd Avenue, Queens, New York.

Mr. PETERS also advised that the subject was then
employed by Dr. JACOB FELD 155 East 33rd Street, New York
City. : .

On March 7, 1955, Mr. ALEX J. MOORE, Probation
Officer, Unlted States Probation Office, Federal Building,
Brooklyn, New York, advised SA EARL MC COOL, that the subject
- was then employed by James Ruderman Consulting Engineer, 32
Union Square, New York City.

' . On December 22 /i§61 a Special gent of the Federal .
"Bureau of Investigation (FBI) through a z etext, ascertained

- that the subject was then residing at 16 - 13'73rd Avenue,
Queens, New York o - .

L
R

o . Through a pretext on January 1962 a Special .

Agent of the FBI determined that the sub ect was then employed
by James Ruderman, Consulting Engineer,;”84 Fifth Avenue, New
York City. It was further ascertained that this concern
formerly occupiled office space at 32 ‘Union Square, New York
City.
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II. AFFILIATION WITH THE COMMUNIST MOVEMENT

A. Evidence of Communist Party
(CP) Membership

NY T£1 zdvised that on that

e informant was unable Lo furnish any
1th respect to this matter. -

(&) er 1nIoIrmation

C—

On the evening of September 28 1661, Special Agents

of the FBI observed the following 1nd1viduals enter the subJject's
residence, 164 - 13 73rd Avenue, Queens, New York, at the
indicated times:




L

T-—’} ‘advised on
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advised on

For a characterization of the New York
School for Marxist Studies, see the
- Appendix attached hereto.
_5..
TR

A | i\

s
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oA
-

B. [Evidence of CP Sympathies . © | . - !

NY T-2 advised tha

~_For a characterization of the CCDDR,,
~ CSAFC and the "National Guardian," see
the Appendix attached hereto.

-

NY -3 made available informatio

For a characterization of Camp Kinderland, . N
s¢e thecAppendlx attached hereto. . . . '

Jo .infc;r.'m‘é'}tig . .'

L L. T aie

T L T U e,
R I N i T

Y

For a'charaétefization of the "New
, World Review," see the Appendix *
attached hereto. -

Y _ 6 -

\
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S

. "The Worker" is an East Coast
Communist newspaper.

C. Relatives

}Wife, CLAIRE VAGO

' On October 9, 1950, Mrs. BERNICE RIVERIA, 114 West -
11uth Street, New York City, furnished a signed statement to
SA VICTOR TURYN. In this statement, Mrs. RIVERIA relates that
she worked as a housecleaner for the subject for approximately
two months in 1948. - .She stated that during her brief employment
by the VAGOS, the subject's wife, attempted to recruit her
into the CP on severd occasilons. ST

Mrs. RIVERIA further stted tht Mrs VAGO had told her
tt both she and Mr. VAGO were ce members. » .

Son, JOHN PAUL VAGO

. 7:7uii " " Por a’characterization of "Advance,". .. .7 v
723 see the Appendix attached hereto. '~ ' '

. - . 5 o DT Y e tem TE s N . . . oL Ee e a2
- . . aw s .- . g £ “ae o= . T g -l
. L - v -t e -~ - . Sl . . , ~ - ~
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' ol
IIT. MISCELLANEOUS Y-

y No additional information 1dent1f1able
with the subject was located in these records. w L ¢

[ﬁY T-7 and other confidential/i;;ormanég]who are
familiar with valous phases of CP activity in the New York City
area, when contacted during December, 1961, advised that they
were unablefo furnish any information concerning the subject.
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‘CAMP_KINDERTAND | .

- The "Guide to Subversive Orzanizztlons and
Publications," revised and published asz of January 2,
1957, preparced and released by the Committee ¢n Un- ‘
© American Activities, United Stateas House of Representatives,
Washingten, D.C., contains the following concer

Camp Kinderland:

"Camp Kinderland (Hopewell Junction, N.Y.)

"1, 'The Cowrnnist management of six camps
in lMew Yurk State and ancther in
California was exncsed by committee
investigations and hear»ings.! IListed
ancrg tlese 1s Camp Kinderland, a
e¢hiloren's camp owned and operated
since 1521 by Camp lak=2innd, Inc. .
David Grzan and Sol Vatil, manzger and
president regpectively of Camp lakeland,
Inc,, 'have teen active rerpers of the

oamunist Party,!

Corulttee on Un-American Activitlag,
Annuazl Report for 1655, H. R, 1143,
January 17, 15556, originally reliecased
Januery 11, 1356, pp. 2, 8, and ¢,)"

’
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CONFID

ADVANCE, An Organization of Progressive Youth
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ADVANCE, An OrgzanizatZon of Prozressive Youth gCOnt'd}

LD

"The Worker," an East Coast Comnunist
newspaper, dated April 16, 1961, paze 2, coiumn 2, sets
forth the Advancze Office as Room 635, 799 Broadway, New
York City. This article also sets forth that Advance
nceds to derelop a well balanced club life of social
educat.on and polxticzal activity.
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CHICAGO COMMITTEE TO DEFEND DEMOCRATIC ‘§
RIGHTS, formerly known as the Chicago o
Joint Defense Committee to Defeat the

Smith Act.

A source advised on April 15, 1958, that the
Chicago Joint Defense Committee to Defeat the Smith Act
{CJDC% was formed by the Communist Party (CP) in March,
956

A second source advised on July 17, 1958, that
at a working conference of the CJDC held on June 8, 1958, at
Chicago, the name of the CJDC was changed to the Chicago
Committee to Defend Democratic Rightsn%CCDDR) The purpose
of the CCDDR, according to its "Statement of Principles
and Orgahization," is to "...defend and extend the human
rights embodied in the Bills of Rights...and to put an end
to the political and racial persecutions which threaten
American democracy today." Officers of the CCDDR elected
at this conference were Chairman, LEON KATZEN, and "paid
Executive Secretary,'" RICHARD CRILEY, both of whom were
officers of the CJDC. As of May, 1959, this organization
continued to function within the framework of its stated
principles. Working committees affiliated with the CCDDR
in 19568 and 1959, in accordance with the CCDDR's Statement
of Princiliples and Organization, 1lncluded a welfare committee
for the fallies of Smith Act viotims and a committee to work
for Taft-Hartley defendants.

LEON KATZEN was 1dentified by a third source as a
member of the CP in March, 1959. A

RICHARD CRILEY, according to a fourth source, as
of March,. 1959, was a member of the Illinois CP State Committee.

: .The CP, USA has been designated by the Attorney
General of the’ Uhited States pursuant t) Executive Order
i 104500 . 1 N a - . .. : - . »1‘.
_ . L N A S ,
SR ,~ﬁ- on’ May 9, 1960, the seoond source revealed information
’which indicated that the Chicago Smith Act Pmilies Committee is

an affiliate of the CCDDR.

- 13 -
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NATIONAL OUARDIAN v (\

The "Gulde to Subversive Orgzanizations and
Publications,” revised and published as of January 2,
1957. prepared and released by the Committee on Un-
American Activities, Unlted States House of Representatlves,
Washington, D.C., contains the following concerning the
"Natlional Guardian":

"National Guardian

"l. 'Established by the American Labor Party
in 1947 as a '"progressive' weekly. ®* % *
Although 1t denles having any affiliztion
with the Communist Party, it has
manifested 1tself from the beginning
a8 a virtual officlal propagianda arm of
Soviet Russia.! , -

(Committee on Un-tmerican pctivities,
Report, 'Trial by Treason: The National
Committee to Secure Justice for the
Rosenbergs and Morton Sobell,' August 25,
1956, p. 12)"

- 13 -
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NEW WORLD REVIEW : ‘,.‘a«o--',«m'.m; )

The "Guide to Subversive Organizations and
Publications," revised and published as of January 2,
1957, prepared and released by the Committee on Un-
American Actilvities, United States House of Representatives,
reflects the following citation concerning the NEW
WORLD REVIEW: -

"1, -Ccited as an organization specializing in
pro-Soviet propaganda. It was formerly known
as Soviet Russlia Today.

"(Internal Security Subcommittee of the Senate
Judiciary Committee,-Handbook for Americans, S.
Doc. 117, April 23, 1956, p. 90.)"
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THE NEW YORK SCHOOL FOR MARXIST STUDIES,
FORMERLY KNOWN AS THE PEOPLE'S SCHOOL
FOR MARXIST STUDIES

"The Worker," an east coast communist newspaper,
in 1ts 1issue of December 11, 1960, identified BETTY GANNETT
as a full-time member of the New York State CP Staff 1in
the capaclity of Organizational and Educational Director.

: "The Worker" of September 18, 1960, 1included an
anncuncement regarding the PSMS, Room 1622, 853 Broadway,
New York, New York, reflecting that the Fall Term would
extend from October 17, 1960, through November 23, 1960,
and that the SCOPE (Youth) Classes would extend from
October 7, 1960, through Novembter 11, 1960,

"The Worker" of October 16, 1960, announced the
opening of the New York School for Marxist Studies (NYSMS) -
with general classes beginning October 17, 1960, and SCOPE
(Youth) Classes beginning October 14, 1960, The address of
the School 18 Room 1922, 853 Broadway at 1l4th Street, New
York, New York. The Spring Term, 1961, catalogue reflects
Dr. HERBERT APTHEKER as the Director of the School.

M




- .
£D.327 (3-28-60) l - - L

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
Newy York, New York

In Reply, Please Refer to Jaroary«3Q, /1 99?

File No. -
Bureau 101-1988 .
New York 100-55242 L

/
Title Oscar John Vago

Character Securlty Matter = C

. 7
- nce 15 made to the report of Special
Agent~ dated and captioned as above, at
New Y . L’)C/ ‘ A

.
V- -

//

A1l sources (except any listed below) used in referenced
communication have furnished veliable information in the past.

,_,—-,,M-J

YA \
This document contains neither recommenad lons nol‘ conclustons of #he FBI, It is the property
of the FBI and is loaned to yQur agency; 3A4 Its contents are not to be distributed outside

your agency. /p
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E ::1“;; :fx'ras GOV%RNMENT ' ' . ¢ /"")‘/ )
moran I i1 ‘
Memorandum N

TO . Director, FBl (Butile- 101—1988 ) DATE: 1/30/62

’)) Fn.ou : sac, NEW YORK (100-55242).2>#) ,y%!"/ \}%

SUBJECT: OSEGAR JOHJ\@VAGO, aka , ¢ / .
SECURITY MATTER - C sY 9 @ %
Lot ol |

(OO:NEW YORK)

03 3
[ . ds % 2~
]E It {8 recommended that o Security CLASSIHED BY & @j The Security Index Card on the
DR

Index Card be prepared on the captioned individuqg) should be
above - captioned individual. DECLASSIFY ON: changed as follows (specify

change only):

(]
w
=
<
2 Dz P
oxZ
o C';) =) Name /
=23 OSCAR JOHN VAGO pa .
Q
-9 :“'2 Aliases s/
;;_m"“ 0SZ VAGO, JOHR MURRAY, JOHN MURAY .
T \
e el Lim b
eS8
g ‘:J:" z-:' E; :Nutlve Bormn Nalumlized :]Alien

E Communist :] Socialist Workers Patty Ej Indepandent Socialist League

]:Mllcellcmecu: (specify) 7 . - y

Race 7 Sex 7 N
:Tab for Dncom/ White mMule Eremule .
<
Duote of Birth / Place ot Birth 7 —\]
\
2/27/98 Budapest, Hungary :
Business Address (show name of employing concern and address)
James Ruderman, .
/ Consulting Engineer ;p/ag
84 Fifth Avenue AL RIS 2.29-583. ol
New York, New York %Wjé ; ]}y” \
Key Facility Data , \ ;’ ;
Geographical Reference Number Responsibllity
h - Co . tor. .
. Interested Agencies ; // : - — lﬂ'r g. 'n? ipem oy

Renidence Addreas

P
16'4-[13 73rd Avenue,

0
- Qugens, New York Zﬂ/«g&f{fgr 2—"’
@Bureau 101-
~=New Yor \XB

Rgc,wﬂg FE\151962 \\9 MNE[\\!”AL;\)BW Or@{&%




b o P [
® @

g

NY 100-55242 \

It is recommended that the subject's name be
included in the Security Index for thg following reasons:

L s . ol

In the eveni 8/61, 8pecial Agents of the
FBI observed DICK PASTOR and several other
Known Queens CP members, of the location of [

their residences, could logically be considered as members
of the Kew Pomonok CP Club,. enter the subject's residence.

: !
On 10/19/50, Mrs. BERNICE RIVERIA, in a signed s‘ba.t:e-l-o % i
ment executed by her, stated that in 1948, Mrs. VAGO, the

subject's wife, had told her that both she and Mr. VAGO, the

subject, were members of the CP.
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UNITED STATES c ERNMENT N L7 Vi
Memomndum
/
. “T0 ¢ DIRECTOR, FBI (101-1988) DATE: 2 /23 /62
FROM :  sAC, NEW YORK (100-55242) ()
. C ’

SUBJECT: . 0SCAR JOHN VAGO aka

SM"'C ’

(00 :NEW YORK) L’\ o

dated 1/30/62.

_ " NY in recelpt of Security Index cards regarding
the subject.

o )
pfﬁ ’ ///gﬁbject was personally observed by Agent personnel
[ iin the vicinity of hls residence on 2/21/62.

| SR

E o ‘ //’NY has placed a Security Flash (FD-165) in the-

' lsubject's name with the FBI Identlflcation Division, Washington,
+ D.C.

1

¢ o //’There belng no outstanding leads, this case 1is

Lo ; being placed in a closed status.

-~
\
P

Iv

- 'V
3551 okl \O
© ALCTNFORMATION CONTAINLD
HEREIN 1S UNCLASSIFIED
mrszay_jzzisvléﬂm—
Comp £ 2¢/

- Bfwz/a 199" ZW

| Bureau (101- 1988) RM o o ) S o
@1;- New Yorlc (lOO-S?g (a ) JZ 10) - »1:? fEB 23 195 _
(3) J0d THLET f1A
BZC.0 :
: -1§9g§)
/‘ 0
cOY



UNITED STATES GOVE: NMENT

FD-122 (Rev, 1-4-60)
OPNONAL, FORM NO. 10

T#Memomna’um

TO Director, FBI (Butile- 101~1988 ) DATE: 11/14/62
FROM : sac, NEW YORK (100-55242) /
1 ‘ HNQ Car 3 ‘:“3 3
SUBJECT: OSCAR JO AGO aka Cris S35 v
SM-C 2%
(00: NEW YORK) - i
/ 1t is recommended that a Security EX:I The Security Index Card on the
index Card be prepared on the captioned tndividual should be
above - captioned {ndividual. changed as follows (specify
change only):
Name
Aligass

:Natlve Bormn

[:N aturalized

]
-

Ekhon
y 'S

E Commun{st

E Socialiat Workers Party

:Indopcndont Socialiat League
N L

Nl

l: Miscellanecus (specify)

I:]Tab for Detcom,

Race

Date of Birth

Place of Birth

S
o E:Male“ :F‘omalo

v

Add:

Busineas Address (show name of employing concern and address)

Englneer

pl= 1778 —

) M ol

N ICI

Key Facility Data

r€3Iren

Re iv.. 15 1862
a6
Geographical Reference Number Responaibylity \
grap ‘\\\ 1o -‘%—,—
Nars 1] 'L
. (SR
Interested Aqencies -
Residence Address Waa® 4 t

1-New York (1ooﬂa’42)
b3 NOv 29 1962

R4 )
ALL INFORMATION CONT
HEREIN IS UHCLASSIAED

D222 £301 2628 KP4,

(5¢ 2¢c 1 a=pr)
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

REPORTING OFFICE OFFICE OF ORIGIN _ A - e INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD
NEW YORK NEW YORK B 12/10/62 - 1/22/63
TH'LE of CASE REPORT MADE TYPED BY
gmz
‘ : ST £R SE ,
OSCAR JOHN VAGO aka . CHARACTER OF CASE LYo s
. B ‘sM-¢ |
(’ S
‘v"{ el

: Posng 1~ S1-63 L‘lc,
ALL IXFORMATION CONTAINED 1/, 30/627 =2-0-%Y
HEREL 15 U’CLA SIFIED P_ o - ‘ SR Qﬁe
EXCEFT 1.5, 7Z SHOWN " CLASSIFIED BY: 2| Lot
OTHERLISE ‘ DECLASSIFY ON:  QADR
~ ADMINISTRATIVE:

One copy of this report is being furnished

Lo

bserved

L e pretext telephone call of 1/22/63:/;;3 made
by SA to the switchboard operator at the subject'sé,,} -

employmient. No formal pretext was necessary because when

the sub,ject at

A SPECIAL AGENT :
. APPROVED ;{ f?j?‘_ W IN CHARGE . DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW

cor'u:s MAD—E'- ' } o /0/' /5? Y g‘ 2
- gugea;i(lglAIQSB)N(RM% #' . . A
' , Fir » New Yo B E - .
7 city, (AA 61%5) (RM) r, N ann 801963 %?7
3 - New York (1@0 552192) N R S S ey oA
o - ~ T i T e RSN . - - - e e . R - - - 'i »»‘

,. - - - “‘{7\:' ~
DISSEMINAT NOTATIONS ‘ &u \




NY 100-55242 . ..
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SA sked to speak to the subject, the operator advised

th e 8 out to lunch, but that he would return to the office
in a little while.

INFORMANTS

Identity of Source File No. Where Located

= b1ew

NY 100-55242-365

The following informants when contacted on the dates
indicated were unable to furnish any information about the
subject: =~ - _ A Cor -

Informant ) . Date Contacted

. RS - - )
d . L DEL e g :
5 . “ - " - - B
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FD-305 {(Rev. 1-25-60)

{ "Ny

[ X] Subject's name 1is included 1n the Security Index.
.[x] The data appearing on the Security Index card are
current.
N Changes on the Security Index card are necessary
and Form FD-122 has been submlitted to the Bureau,
X | A suitable photograph [ | is [ ] i1s not avallable,
T Careful consideratlion has been given to each source
concealed and T symbols were utlllized only in those
Instances where the identities of the sources must
be concealed. B
6. ] Subject 1s employed in a key facility and
18 charged with security responsibility. Interested
agencles are .
7._] This report 18 classifled because
(state reason)

ME W o

8. ] SubJect previously interviewed (dates)

[X7] SubJect was not reinterviewed because (state reason)
to preclude any embarrassment to the Bureau in view of
the subject's conviction inFederaburt during 1952 on a
charge of perjury. :

9.[ ] This case no longer meets the Securlty Index criteria
and a letter has been directed to the Bureau recom-
‘ mending cancellation of the Security Index card.
10.[X] This case has been re-evaluated in the 1light of the
Security Index criteria and 1t continues to fall é

of the Federal Bureau of Investigaf®®fon observed
several known Queens

subject's residence.

n re by .
is ed Detcom,

11, Subject's SI card not- tabb
(X | SubJect's activities [ ] do do not warrant Detcom
tabbing. L .
_COVER PAGE

f I I —_— e cemy ,'
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UNI. £D STATES DEPARTMENT OF JU_TICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Copy tor 1 - G-2, First Army, NYC (RM)

Report of: L'\C/ Office: New York, New York
Date: N> ¢o3

Field Office File No. 100-55242 " Bureau File No: 101-1988

Title: OSCAR JOHN VAGO

Gharacter: '~ SECURITY MATTER -

Synopsin

Subject resides at 164-13 73rd Ave., Queens, NY,
and 1s employed by JAMES RUDERMAN, Consulting Engineer,
84 Fifth Ave., NY, NY. Subjectwas a member of IWC from
1947 - 1951. Miscellaneous data set forth.

- C -

DETAILS: |

I. BACKGROUND

Residence and Employment

On December 5, 1962, Special Agents of the
Federal Bureau of Investigation observed the subject at
his residence, 164-13 73rd Avenue, Queens, New York.

ALL IFOSHATION CONTAINED

REL| 13 ;;f"” FIED -
RES L= 5 fack T el

¢ o

This document contalns neither » dations nor coneclusions of the FBL Tt lg the property of the FBI and iz loansd to your agency: it and
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Through a pretext, A.Speclal Agent of the
Federal Bureau of Investigation determined on January 22,
1963, that the subject was then employed by JAMES
RUDERMAN, Consulting Engineer, 84 Fifth Avenue, New York,

" New York.
IT., MISCELLANEOUS

NY T-1 stated on January 22, 1962, that OSCAR
JOHN VAGO ho _was born on Feb Budapest, é;ﬂ;P

The IWO has been designated pursuant to
Executive Order 10450.

The following letter appeared 1n the "Letters
To The Editor" section of the CGctober 30, 1962, Late City
Edition of the "New York Herald Tribune"

"o the N Y. Herald Tribune:

I wish to commend Mr, LIPPYANN for his writing in today‘s
_(Oct. 25) Herald Tribune. . |

All warlike steps we have taken should be oanceled and
let us negotiate rather than perish. We either discuss -
our problems with Cuba at the round table in the UN or :
else there will be nothing and nobody left to discuss,
Any one has the right to feel "better dead than Red" but
he has no right to impose this death upon . those who do not

_ feel that way. ‘ A ! -
e n T e e - 7T oSCAR I VAGO -
f,Fl.u.shm“‘ S TRl
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