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MORTON SOBELL was convicted on March 29,
1951, in the United States District Court, Southern
District of New York, of conspiracy to commit espionage
on behalf of the Soviet Union, and was s2ntenced on
April 5, 1951, to 30 years imprisonmnent. He is currently
serving his santence.

VII. 1953 PRESS CCAFERENCE OF MS

ViV

The 1S issue of June 5, 1958, contained an
article captioned "National Press Conference’. This
article revealed that, at its most recent meeting,
the Marageément Comnmlttee of the MS decided to hold 0
the National Press Conference during the Labor Day f,_
weekend, August 30 and 31, 153, in Chicago, Illinois.
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3516 INVESTIGATION OF COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES

Mr. Cumps. Yed, sir. I recall that they were very disturbed abput
the Smith Act, particularly Smith Act trials. S
Mr. Agens. at did the Communist Party do in regard to the
trials or in regard to the act itself#

lated to some other subject or tried to get it off the real charges that
those people were under. : :

Mr. Arens. What is the Daily Worker? :

Mr. Cumwps. The Daily Worker is the daily newspaper which is
published and supported by the Communist Party, from what I
understood in the paper.

Mr. Arens. Is the Daily Worker also a telegraph agency from
Communist Party headquarters to the comrades to tell the comrades
what to do and what line to take{ :

Mr. Camwps. I would say that the Daily Worker reflected the
party’s position at that particular period—the tactical position.

Mr. Agrens. Does the Daily Worker likewise reflect the open Com-
munist Party activities as distinguished from the undercover-activi-
ties of the Communist Party { .

. Caps. I would say that it generally reflects the open activities.
r. KearNeEy. Mr. Arens, at this point I would like the witness
to further identify the Rosenberg case activities, unless you intend to
into it. : ' :
goMr. AreNs. Thave that as the nexu item. ’

(The chairman returned to the room.)

Mr. Agens. Mr. Childs, I have before you now a photostatic copy
of an article apPearinzf in the Communist Daily Worker for March 6,
1956. entitled, “Sobell Committee Organizer Finds New Spirit in
South,” which is related in an interview in the Communist Dail

~ Worker with one Aaron, A-a-r-o-n;8chneider, S-c-h-n-e-i-d-e-r. He

tells in this interview of a trip or series of trips which he made to
the South, including a trip to Winston-Salem for the purpose of
organizing certain activities, particularly with reference to Sobell.
ask 1f you have any information on the basis of your back-

ground and experience respecting the Sobell committee, and its ac-
tivities within thisarea? '

You know, of course, that Morton Sobell was convicted with
the Rose;nbergs and is now in the penitentiary serving a 30-year
sentence :

Mr. Cumwps. I do not recall having any information about the Sobell

committee in my association with the party. - .

Mr. Azens. Do you recall the formation of committees in the South-
land respectmg the Rosenbergs and clemency for the Rosenbergs
and that sort of activity by the Communist Party? .
~_Mr. CHiLps. I recall that the party attempted to ﬁt as man
ple as possible to write both the Supreme Court and Members o¥ ,&n-
gress to reprieve the death sentence of the Rosenbergs. ° C

.- The Cuamman. I think in that connection you might be interested
.in knowing that our investigation disclosed &at the National Com-
mittee to Secure Justice in the Rosenberg Case collected over a quarter
of a million dollars, of which the children received only about $1,200.

*  Mr., KearNey. Also, Mr. Chairman, it has been shown by investiga-

" Mr. Cumwps. They were always trying to portray the trials as re-

OOV
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tion that thére have been no taxes
raised by the National Rosenberg ¢
The Cramman. That is right.
‘Mr. Arens. Now, Mr. Childs, I
you if you can identify that photog:
- Mr. Camwps. This a{)pears to be -
where the party school was held in
Mr. Arens. Would you spell his
‘Mr. Cenps. I am not certain

-e-y.

: g[r. Arens. Where is this farm]
Mr. Crups. It was in Walnut €
Mr. Arens. Where is Walnut C
Mr. Camos. It is near Winston-
Mr. Arens. Can you tell us al

you just mentioned ?
Mr. Camps. This party school -

" invited to attend this school by Ju

the school were made through the
school—or among the things dis
no mail to or from the school, and
be permitted to leave the school be:
" Mr. Arexs. Was that school ex
liably known to be Communists?
Mr. CaiLps. It was explained tc
standing cadres of the party in A"
Mr. Arens. When was this schc
Mr. Crmps. In the early part o!
_Mr. Arens. What transpired
tendance ? :
Mr. Camps. First, about atte:
recall William Binkley—excuse n
throughout the school or at one

. came to the school and left earlier

- Mr. Arexs. Were they known !

" bers of the Communist cons?iracy

Mr. Canps. It was explained
would be permitted to attend the ¢
 Mr. Arens. What precautions 1
Mr. Cureps. Among those, befc
we were instructed that we wer
person, I recall, with the possib’
name other than his true name wl
gibility of finding the true identif
Mr. Arens. Can you tell us whe
Mr. Caxps. The school had a
sisted of an assignment in the mor
of three groups which had a grour
break up and discuss the theoretic:
Usually there wasa problem assig
and come back. :
"Mr. Arens. Tell us the natur

" gubject matter discussed. :
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lled, over in W. \
e g ¢ ev%‘)at he told me. Againl

unist Party
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recessary act in front of the necessary wit-

on.
today who
_the people we have seen here ) >
t for public con
: ;E)le that are put out 10 Blt)lt e e

;Xec?n the altar as martyrs.
about that were sleepers, that were orgg od
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- Mr. CLoNTz. I was answeri
danger, the sleepers. I feel that we have the equivalent, certainly, of
two enemy divisions if and when the Soviet Union starts a war. (.
have the equivalent of two Soviet divisions already here. The trouble
is that they are weari
The second danger from the Communist conspiracy is the way
they are able to mould public opinion. - .= - el et
Mr. Arens. Do you have illustrations of that?  .** .. -
Mr. Croxtz. Yes. You can get one out of any paper. It creeps
in. A misconception about the fifth amendment, for example. People
of intelligence, loyal Americans, actua.llg will tell you that the legal
scholars say that a man may invoke the fifth amendment who is com-
pletely innocent of any chax(-ige. The thing that bothers me is that
people of intelligence could do research ang find out where did they
t that from. They didn’t get it from any legal scholars I have ever
%(e)und. Yet that is the line that the Communist Party talks. .
Mr. Arexns. Can you give us an illustration or an explanation on
the basis of your experience of the way the individual ommunist is
able to mulfiply his personal effectiveness through other people in
obtaining a given objective? _ ' ' - :
Mr. Crontz. The Stockholm Peace Petition is & milder example.
Over in the vicinity of Chapel Hill, Junius Scales and I together
solicited signatures on this ap,ﬂarently innocuous document which was
then presented to New York eadquarters as an outpouring of senti-
ment in favor of the party and the party goals from North Carolina.
Another sample is the Rosenberg case. From all over the country.
letters poured in to, I am told, Congress. The party told me to every
Government official. I heard party urgings that they be sent in. ri
gaw committees at work urging the freedom of the Rosenbergs. Yet
at the same time I attended rallies and heard this Mrs. Sobell bring
messages from the death house from the Rosenbergs which in effect

-gaid, “Comrades, don’t worry, we won’t squeal.”

I saw non-Communists sucked in on that “save the Rosenbergs”
thing by having anti-Semitism thrown up as the reason why, clouding
the issues, forgetting what the Rosenbergs were charged with, saying
that the Rosenbergs should not be convicted because if they were
executed, their children would be orphans. When most parents, die,
their children sort of become orphans naturally. That was thrown
up as a big issue, and that they were convicted because of anti-Semi-
tism, whereas the facts simply proved otherwise. :

Mr. Agrens. I have here, Mr. Clontz, a photostatic copy of an article
of the Communist Daily Worker of March 6, 1956, in which there is
an interview with one Aaron Schneider, entitled, “Sobell Committee
Organizer Finds New Spirit in South,” in which Mr, Schneider,
obviously & Communist, is testifying about what he has just recently
done in setting up Sobell committees throughout the South. .

Do you have any information respecting Mortoxf’.fg)bell and the
committees which were set up to bring pressure for hi release from
the penitentiary$ ~

. CLoNTzZ. Actuallf York wheq these committees

tellite. The main piu;h_ was save th¢ Rosenbergs, and then as a sort
of second verse, they used to mentioy] save Morton Sobell, and
obell traveled all over various pla.
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