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COPIES AVAILABLE.
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in the Executive Dept., U.S. !
} Senate |
. ! -
C,‘ Testimony of E,T, Bentley P 'f
* before U,S, Senate Sub- ! Re. Communist Activities
B 5/49 |committee on Immigration |21 ! 0© amang Aliens and Nationas) Groups.
and Naturalization H
:
L
{
Testimony of E,T, Bentley ! Re, Communism in the U,S,
S* 5/6/49 | before H,C, U, A, 18 | O Government.,
Testimony of E,T, Bentley ! Re. Transfer of Occupatdon
before Senate Subcommittee ot Currency Plates-Espionage
6% 10/21/53_on Govt rations d lo | 0 _Phase
' i
*Documents 3, /4, 5 and 6 are copies 2
- re. Transcripts of testimony before various Senate| and Congressional Committees
' by Elizabeth Bentley on subjects and dates lipted pbove. These documents are
~C not heing duplicated and released due to their avallability thru the 1.8 _
Govt| Printing Office, ] '
i
-
!
l
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zation ns witnelaes st & hesring st some tutuxv date. .

vho was identified by ELIZABETH T. RENTLEY &8 having been

: DIRECTOR, FBI (100-426205)

o 8AC, N !oak (100-138981)

" TEPHEN FPRANCIS VAISE | ."
SN-C :

'Re Seattle letter to Director dsted 9/11/59. L

captloned es adbove.

- g

The pertinent portion of relet 1 belng set

. torth below for the informotion or New Hovea. - j L

Ll . S e sl

*Rebulet to Assistant Chief of Staff for Intelu- o
genco, Departaent of the Army doted 8/25/59. - . e PR

For informstion of the New York ortioe. the

"Depﬂrtaent of the Army hes tnquired from the Bureau 88 to - L

whether certelin sources who have furnished pertinent 1a- .
formotion {n the mstter could be identiried in & proceed- . . 7 -
ing bhefore & rield bozrd of inquiry to de eonvened unger .
provisions of Army reguistions 60%-10 on the West Cocst =~ 3. -
or Howsili. The Department of the Aray 8180 requested &s oLt

to whether there wocld be say objection to odtaining swora S
or unsworn Statements from these sources or to their wtili- - .. - -

el

The Bubject's stepfather is DONALD NIVEY VHEELSR,, RS

e forner memter of & Soviet esplonsge appsratus whiceh .J R
opersted in Weshington, D, C, during the eariy 1930's. " A - ;’"§;g,td¢
“pon dﬂted '/22 9, at uﬁ‘bl“thnp Do C. by SA mmw D. . ‘-__- » ;‘f‘h—jj ;
CONNORS entitled; °DONALD NIVEN WHEELER, SM-C! sets out on o
pages 3 ano § the sllegotions by BENTLEY o the etreot

2 - Buresu (100-426205) (nn) - R
2 -~ New Hoven (RHA) ] : e T TS,
b Seattle (100-23350) (rmm) - . R R O ST
New York tl3’l 182) (Am _ T S VAT
. -NewYork 100-13358 _ : e
- EPUtalb
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' that HHEELSR w28 known to BENTLEY in 1944 -nd that HHEELER IERRE
knew BENTLEY 88 HELEN., BENTLEY steted thot WHEELER was 8 ~ "~
meater of the PERLO group &nd that WHEELER held s position - - -
in the Research snd Analysis Section of OSS snd from this - .
position WHEELER furnished information to the Soviet sppa- .-
retus. BENTLEY was subsequently told by her Soviet supe- - -
rior, YBILLY, to inform WHEELER thast he should curtail hie .-
sctivities linoe 'BILL¢ felt that WHEELER might be under

‘ suspicion of his sgency. This report does not set out

1. when or to whom BENTLEY rurniahcd thie 1nroruation concern-;g,«-,
Hf< 1n3 ﬂHEELER ) : E _ o

i " The New York ofrice is requeated to adviee the ;ef_-: e
- Buveau in the imuediste future the following with respect et
i to BEN"UE!: . o - ‘

1, Can BENTLEY be 1dont1r1ed bororo an Arnu
hearing Bosrd? . . N

;. [

L -

| R ) “ 2. Can the Army obtsin lnorh or unswomm '_f L
: ) 5. gtatements from BENTLEY? : T ”
3. Can the Army eonsider BENTLEY s 2 potential
> witness? :
S The Bureau requests that this 1nvestigetlon bo : ~fé
handled eccording to inatructions previously furmished in o
connections with 1nterv1ews of potentiol vitnessea for , "o o
Coast Guara hearings.”® -‘.e';~%§L?‘53f{fﬂff

e oM oe

‘ Por the information of Seattle and the Bureau, *,
a revieu of BENTLEY'S NYO file refilects she was interviewed .
on 5/23/58, by New Haven. At thst time she ststed poaltively
that she had decided thst she must put 2 coaplete stop -
to further interviews with Government sgencies, including tbe ;V:--'
. FBI, end thet she wanted to go on notice that she was no .‘Gﬁ»i -
longer svsileble for these inguiries., She further stated S
that Af there wss sny change in this decieion of heri that ey e
she would lo advise the New Hoven offico. : I P
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¢ '**~*?"- ‘According to information availablo to the NYO, ,3%?}
the next contsct with BENTLEY by New Haven wes on & AR
gt which time BENTLEY stated there was no change 1n tbo A
position she hsd previously expressed on 5/28?%8 N ;;%s- -

" "7 . By Bureal letter to New Haven dsted 2/?5/59,-,» ‘-;'ﬁin
concerntng future contocts with BENTLEY, the Burenu edvised R
that New Hsven should obtnin specific Baresu euthority for & = ~°f
eny interviews with BENTLEY prior to contscting her. TIhe f;";;«ﬁ-kﬁ

. . letter further instructed thet when lesds were received by . .- =

i = New Haven, the Buresu should be advised whether the lesd .. :: 7?-;Phys

i {8 one that sppears to have a valid basis for contactiag ~ I & <i-ir

BENTLEY #nd. thst sn eppropriste recommendetion should be . 5 . . ..,

made 88 to whether or not BENTiEX’should be contaetod..;;_g.- Sy

}
£
i

- Inasauch 28 BENTLEY is presently under the ..ﬂ;»;§s¢g,3_Q
Jurisaiction of the New Haven Division and in view of the . . .
gbove menfioned Buresu instructions regsrding contacts with - - }.j*

- BENTLEY, New Haven is requested to expeditiously edvise the - - ..
¥: Buresu and Sesttle a8 to the snswers to questions ono L ?>ﬂ - A
- throuah three as set forth sbove by Sesttle., = T«il~aff
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’.35 NEW HAVEN  (100-17332)
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, "v's'rxm FRANCIS VAUSE
' BECURITY MATTER = C

.w.:

Re New York letter to.Bureau dated 9/21/59, coﬁcerning the“$vg;ﬁ; -
identifiaation and possible testimony of ELIo&BETH BENTLK! LT ﬁ
’ .bcfore an Aroy field board of mquu-y. ‘

As noted in referenced New York letter, BENTI.EY hn npeatedl:
stated that ahe had decided to put a complete stop to further . | -
interviews with Oovcrnmant agencies, including tha FBI., - E_f-:.:_

-

¥ith respect to the questions posed in rtlnts LA

1. The XNew Haven Office knows of no reason why BEHTLEY PR
oould not be identified before an Army Hearing Bosard, . = -
8he haa published her activities on behalf of Soviet 7 .. .. \{
intelligence, including the Perlo group activities, snd ::  ,
has testified befors Congressional Committee re o:no.~ SRS

2., ané 3., Tnis office i3 unable to ntatc whether the Army .
can obtain & statement fropm BENTLEY or shetuner she e T
would testify. Her recent personsl history and attitudo e 1
tiould indicate that she would not dbe willini to do PR
either. This office has no ob:ectton to the Atuw aakina
an crrort.

For ths 1nrormatton of Seattlo, BENTLSY has rncently aecepted l
position ae en Enzlish teacher at the long lane 8chool, a penal °
institution for younz girls, operated by the 3tate of COnnectlcua.
at Kiddletown, Connecticut, BENTLKY resides on the grounds of - .

this school.  RUC, i I, -

° 2 - Bureau 100-426005 -
-2 - Seattle 100-218‘0 . L i
(2 = New York (1 100-13 ({‘13&-182)(nx S AR
= New Haven (cct 134+ R A

7 :
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< 7.4 Re New Baven letter 7-)1-60 captioned
8s above. Reference is also made to liew York
letter 4~29-60 and to New Haven report 5-6-60 )
concerning the unknown subjects in tlis case. (U

1% is—noted that on 7-1-60 when
S - Elizabeth Bentley-was intervieved by Apents of
~-the Rew laven 0ffice, Bentley appeared to be
ggreeable to-further interview apd thint the
basis fr-her- decision was apparently the fact
that the matters discussed with ker were mutters (L9
of the awmost importauce.

In connectinn with the present
investigation, thc hcw liaven Otfice, 1t e report
dated 5-6-60, indicated -that Bentley would
be interviewed concernipg Fredericka fartin .
who is presently considered a 1ikely suspect 1)
for anknown subject Catherine., This luterview
was to be conducted in the evcat an approach to (TP
Rentley was approved by the Bareau. '

g It is recognized that Llizsbeth Dentley

is the only source presently available who cea
identify a photo of one of the unkonown subjetts
ia this investigation, namely unknown subject
Catherine. In reviewing the informuatioa develuped
concerning Fredericka jlartin the following polats
hove been noted at the urcau concerniuy: IFrederic
Martin which tend to eliminate ber as unkuaown &“@O
subject Catherine: No information has been (Y

18 ;. ...

| 2 - New York (65-14737) B e
C—""" Pt R . / H‘! T e e
- RN : o S o T
v ab 588".’-‘ 3/7/78 j, ot TN:-:)) I;(‘;B-') /
2 tied by ! N e,

T C1ass} eos, CategoTY _ Dueem o dv.s - ‘C.?l

2 1 Istempt £rom Sotfioation Tndafinid® . - -

THD SEOXET  s34-s82-4<9

TYTiem areIES

AKND FIZLD OFFICES
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SLIP(S) OF
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dcveloped indicating that rortin was prepnent

duriag 1943-44. Alsc, certula personnl
chsracteristics, including facial feotures,

maoaer of hair;aress and menncr of speech

are apparently lacking insofar es (artin is .
concerned in comparisen to the known cbnracteristics(ég
of the unknown subject in this case,

o fepersof WY ¢
5-6-60 at New Haggn whicli sets torih u ntersiew ﬁ-’c

with pr. Lewis Fox concerning Predericks Mortin
coutains information to the effect that the artists
sketch of unknown Catherinc was displeycd to

Dr. Fox and thathe sdvised that the sketch of

unknown subject Catherine did aot resemble Fredericks
Martin., It -is noted that Or. Fox apperently knew (Ea
Frederickas Martin somc 20 years ago.

In view of the above, the Nureau feels
that there is insufficient basis for approaching
RBentley for the solc pumesc of showing o photo to
Bentley of Fredericka Martin, The Rurcau feels that
the New York 0ffice should i1uraish New laven with
photosof Fredericka Merein so thot they will be
available in the New llaven (ffice. 1n the event
another occasion arises whete @ matter of titmost
irportance requires contacting Reutley, thet
occasion should be utilired to detormine whether
- Rentley can identify & photo of frederficka /fertin
or any other suspect that nay be developzd tor
unknown subject Catherine, It is recognized thet
the only definite munner in which Martin can be
elimninated is through an interview with Qtentlcey.
Jowever, it does not apgear at this time that the
characteristics of Martin are such as might moke -
hf{ a strong suspect for tlhe uaknown stibject in (}L)
this case.

The New York Office should continie to |, ))
L

review the preseat investigation for the purpose (¢4
of developing other logicel suspects.

-2 -
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TR 'wichTespect to further coitacts with
Blizabeth‘ncntle{ the Now jlaven ¢ftice should be
guided by the g: icy previously set torth, nanely
that Dentley shall not be contacted except in
marters of the atmost importunce to the Nureay

and that contacts with her shall be wmode only after
pureau authority is obtafned. New lisven shiould
continue to keep abreast of developuents fusuvfor

a3 Bentley's progress is concerned and keep the
Bureau informed of her attitude, insofor os (u)
cocperation with the Rurcau is concerned, :

|
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SAC, NEW YORK. (100-142782) 11/17 /61

IS L BTN

8AC, NEW HAVEN (105-4320)

¥EH YORK SCHOOL FOR MARXIST STUDIES
S-C " :
.. ISA -«.1650..- " . ...

{001 NY). g i

@, 0 % tda X 3 -
+ e
v, N Al S M

Re New York aiftei\tb*ﬁibahy?11/1h/61,Arequesting NHO
to furnish the status of avallabllity of ELIZABETH T, BENTLEY ,
along with & proper descriptlve category. ¢

On 11/17/61, ELIZABETH T. BENTLEY advised that "I am
absolutely not willing to testify" 1in an proceeding such
as indicated in instant case. MISS BENTLEY stated that sha
was positive sbout ‘her.refussl in this regard and referred
to her previous history and position she had reported as
reflected in New Haven letters to the Bureau, ce¢ MNew ¥rk,
or 5/20/58 and 4/30/59. - See NY file (134-182).

It- would appear thét BENTLEY falls into witness cate-
gory (J) in view of her previous testimony on behzlf of the
Government . T

BENTLEY now resldes on Route 5A, East Hampton, Conn,,
has no telephone, and ig employed as an Erglish teacher at
the Long Lane School,:{a state of Connecticut institution
for wayward girls) at Middletown, Conn., telephonec Diemond
6-8674. This individual's identlity and backgrouni are well
Imown to the Department. '

For the information of the New York Offlce, the NHO
has no information as to the background of the captioned
sub ject matter and BENTLEY stated that she had no knowledge
of any information dealing with this matter.

RUC. : -

2 - New York : f

2 - New Haven (1 - 134-40) NV
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MAY 1909 FOITION 4 ) y /,1/

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT " T;Z—:_,_
Memorandum
TO : SAC, NY , pate: . 12/3/63 :

FROM @ ASAC J. L. SCHMIT ‘ '

ELIZABETH BENTLEY : »
SUBJECT: SM-C !

On instant date I furnished the following
Information to Mr. ANTHONY P. LITRENTO at the Bureau:

Mr, NELSON FRANK, free lance writer and former !
writer for the llew York World Telegram & Sun, advised at :
12:45 p.m., 12/3/63, that he had learned that the Associated
Press wire had on this date reported that ELIZABETH BENTLEY,

55 years old, died on 12/3/63 at Grace New Haven Hospital, New Ll
. Haven, Connecticut. She entered the hospital on 11/18/63, : 2
underwent surgery yesterday (12/2/63), and died presumably this A

morning according to FRANK. For the last five years she had - - —
been connected with the Long Lane School, Middletown, Conn. ot ot e e

1-ASAC J, L. SCHMIT

JLS :HMF
(2)

131-182+ /1
T
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T0 DIRCCTOR AND SAC NEW YORK Azk_;

TNt FAn Ry HAVEN

S

FLIZARTTH TIERILL RENTLEY, CONFIDENTIAL SOURCE,

032100

PTRULET TO NTY HAVEN, MAY 18, 1959,

Tr% TPENR: ATION OF BUREAU AND NEW YORK. ELIZABETH BEIVILEY
PI7F AT ®r0 AVEN HOSPITAL ON THIS DATE AFTER AN CPLRATION
“LPTCF TD 0% PREVIGUS DAY TO -REMOVE AN ABDOKINAL TUiOR.
[~ EUITTAL TS SCHEDULED FOR THURSDAY AFTERJOON NIXT FRoy
FNTRTE FCUPFRAL HOGE IN MIDDLETOWN, CONMECTICUT.

AF IMTEPUST TO BUREAU, DURING LAST TVO VEEKS OF TERMINAL
ILL;TCS, PINTLEY, WHO HAD NO CLOSE FAMILY RELATIONS, KE'T
'I'' UAVEM OFFICE FULLY INFOREED OF MER ILLMESS AND DENALST FATED

AR FRASPD AND AFFFCTION TOUYARD BUREAU TO THE END, M"'/ﬁ‘/ /g%ﬁ
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ELY7Z*EETY TERRILL BENTLEY, CONFIDENTIAL SOURCE,

RERULET TO NEY HAVEN, MAYlIS; 1958,

FOR INFORMATION OF BUREAU AND NEW YORK. ELIZABETH BENTLEY
DI=D 2T MNEW KAVEN HOSPITAL ON THIS DATE AFTER AN OPERATION
PLRFORYZID O PREVIOUS DAY TO REMbVE AN ABDOMINAL TUMOR.
THE FUYLRAL IS SCHEDULEh FOR -THURSDAY AFTERNOON NEXT FROH
ROPERTS FUNERAL HONME IN MIDbLETOWﬁ, CONNECTICUT.,

OF INTERFST TO BUREAU, DURING LAST TWO “EEKS OF TERMINAL
ILLIESS, 2ENTLEY, WHO HAD NO CLOSE FAMILY RELATIONS, KEPT
ME' HAVEN CFFICE FULLY INFORMED OF HER IPLNESS AND DEMONSTRATED

AR PIGERD ANG AFFECTION TOWARD BUREAU TO THE END. #{r*—- /3‘1 —/324
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