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b’l c, —'eehatken i E.J., 9/24/40.

Department of Justice,

»& Atten. Mr. @. Edgar Hoover,
_/ Washington, D. C. ﬂj_[_ TOPMAT‘ON CONTNNED
“it1 1S UMCLASSIFIED
,//:I Dear Mr. Hoovers _MBXJEZMZ;
]\: The appended article was printed in the_,")ifc_r_}_qg'_k_}_‘_i_pel issue of St-mda

.*\kJ B'thnbor 22, 1940 and {f based on proven facts ,should be of vital importance to owr

ollea oy insane dictators.
a‘ﬁx:‘l/a,&t

kis constant guarding against his beir

War Department as well us to that of other nations now eoutr

If ,as the suther states,the teleforce has oeen perfected by Nikol

™\ gould be & measure of faresightedness to insure

molested ,possibly kidnapped and tortured,by alien enemies for the purpose of seizing

tho secret of such sn inveluabls {nstrument of war and/or defense

The foregoing is offered just in case the article and its inferences have not

~ been called to your attemtion.
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- eighty- roai th birthday on July 10,

;against any attempted attack by an

' physics

Devtlinin’ T

YT EE T T4
“Death Ray™ for Planes

I\lkola:‘ esla, one of the truly
great injjntors who celebrated his

tells writer that he stands
ready to‘cdivulge to the United
States Government the secret of his
‘"teleforce,’”” with which, he said,
sirplane motors would ba melted at
a distance of 250 miles, so that an
invisible Chinese Wall of Defense
would be built around the country

enemy air force, no matter how
large.

This ‘‘teleforce,”” he said, Is based
on an entirely new principle of
that ‘no one has ever

' or producln: !'ays_,N

- t{manifestations. o

f| dreamed about,’’ different from the
principle embodied in his inventions
relating to the transmission of elec-

which he has received a number of

trical power from a distance, for

-

WS o

Pt WY oY

basic patents. This new type of
force, Mr. Tesla said, would oper-
ate through a beam one one-hun-
dred-millionth of a square centi-
meter in diameter, and could be
generated fromg a special plant that
would cost no more than $2,000,000
and would take only about three
months to construct.

A dozen such plants, located at
strategic points along the coast, ac-
cording to Mr. Tesla, would be
enough to defend the country
against all possible aerlal attack.
The beam wogld melt any engine,
whether Diese] or gasoline-driven,
and would aleo ignite the explosives
aboard any bomber. No possible
defense against it could be devised,
he asserts, as the beam wpdl,d be
ell-penetrating.

High Vacuum Eliminated
The beam, he stateg, involves fou

new inventions, two of which al-
ready have been tested. One of

these is a method and apparstus

alr, chminu.tlng the - ‘/.alt ‘dor &
high vacuum; a second is & method
and process for producmg ‘‘very
great electrical force'’; the third
is a method for nmph!ymz this
force, and the fourth is a new
method for producing ‘‘a tremen-
dous electrical repelling force.’
This would be the projector, or
gun, of the system. The voltage
for propelling the beam to its objec-
tive, according to the inventor,
will attain a potential of 50000000
volts.

With this enormous voltage, he
said, microscopic electrical parti-
cles of matter will be catapulted on
their ntission of defensive destruc-
tion. He has been working on this
invention, he added, for many years
and has recently made a number o{
improvements in ft.

Mr. Tesla makes one meortnnt
stipulation. Should the government
decide to take up his offer he would

go to work at once, but they would .-

have to trust him. He would suf-
fer ‘‘no interference from experts.’”’

In ordinary times such a condi-
tion would very likely interpose an
insuperable obstacle. But times be-
ing what they are, and with the
nation getting ready to spend bil-
lons for national defense, at the
same time taking in consideration
the reputation of Mr. Tesla as an
inventor who always was many
years ahead of his time, the ques-
tion arises whether it may not be
advisable to take Mr, Tesla at his
word and commission him to go
ahead with the construction of his
teleforce plant.

Such a Device “Invaluable’’

After all, £2,000,000 would bhe rela-
tively a very small sum compared
with what is at stake. If Mr. Tesla
really fulfills his promise the re-
sult achieved would be truly stag-
gering. Not only would it save bil-
lions now planned for air defense,
by making the country absolutely
impregnable against any air attack,
but it would also save many more

otherwise be surely destroyed no
matter how strong the defenses are
as wilness current events in Eng-
land. .
- Take, for example, the Panama
Canal. No matter how strong the
defenses, a suicide squadron of dive
bombers, according to some ex-
perts, might succeed {n getting
through and cause such damage

that would make the Canal un-|

usable, in which case our Navy
might find itself bottled up.
Considering the probabilities in .
the case even if the chances were
100,000 to 1 against Mr. Tesla the
odds would stil! be largely in favor
of taking a chance on spending
82000000 In the opinion of the
writer, who has known Mr. Tesla
for mnny Yyears and can testify that
e still retains full {ntellectua:

. Vlgor the authorities in charge of

§ the national defense should
at once look into the matter. The
sum s insignificant compared with
the magnitude of the suko.

& - AL

billions {n property that would|.
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h I wish to acknowledge 7£)Aipt of your .
letter dated 8opt.axabor 24, 1940, t.ogetbor vith its

onclosun .

Your ooumly and inurost {n bringing

this information to my attention are indeed
appreciated, and you may be assured your letter
will receive appropriate consideraticm.

Sincerely yours,

.John ldzar Hoover . . :

mx-octor
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JAN',};"Z 19{43
FBI NYC 7 1-12-43 11-06 PM
DIRECTOR . p
VEST ' Vi ,- ;gfé?é'{
UNSUBS --- EQUIPMENT, EXPERIMENTS AND RESEARCH OF N -
CEASED, -BSSNWX ESPIO - M, RETEL ﬁunza ABOVE HEADING TO YYE BUREAU

FROM THIS OFFICE DATED JAN NINE LAST. INQUIRY DEVELOPS THAT TESLA DIED
JAN EIGHT, RATHER THAN THURSDAY, JAN SEVEN, AS SORBOS=WX STATED IN
REFERENCE TELETYPE. ON THE NIGHT OF JAN EIGHT, SAVAXKOSANOVICH, GEORGE
¥TLARK, AND KENNETH-SWEEZEY VISITED TESLA-S HOTEL WITH A REPRESENTATIVE
OF SHAW WALKER CO. IN ORDER TO OPEN THE SAFE IN THE ROOM OF TESLA.
KOSANOVICH LATER REPORTED TO WALTER GORSUCH, OFFICE OF ALIEN PROPERTY
CUSTODIAN, NYC, THAT HE WENT INTO THE ROOM IN ORDER TO SEARCH FOR A
VILL OF TESLA. KOSANOVICH AND THE OTHERS MADE THE SEARCH OF THE SAFE
IN THE PRESENCE OF THREE ASST MANAGERS OF HOTEL NEW YORKER AS WELL AS
REPRESENTATIVES OF THE YUGOSLAVIAN CONSULATE, IDENTITIES OF LATTER NOT
YET KNOWN. AFTER THE SAFE WAS OPENED, SWEEZEY, TOOK FROM THE SAFE A
BOOK CONTAINING TESTIMONIALS SENT TO TESLA ON THE OCCASION OF HIS SEVEN-
TY FIFTH BIRTHDAY. THIS BOOK WAS ARRANGED FOR TESLA BY SWEEZEY.
KOSANOVICH TOOK FROM THE ROOM THREE PICTURES OF TESLA, TWO BEING EN-
LARGED NEWSPAPER PICTUREX. ACCORDING TO MANAGERS OF HOTEL AND KOSANO-
VICH HIMSELF, NOTHING ELSE WAS REMOVED FROM THE ROOM OR SAFE. THE

SAFE WAS THEN CLOSED UNDER A NEW COMBINATION, WHICH COMBINATION IS

NOW IN POSSESSION OPESSENEESX KOSANOVICH. ON SATURDAY AFTERNOON, JAN
NINEf*GORSUCH AND BEZSEEX FTIZGERALD OF ALIEN PROPERTY CONTROL WENT TO
HOTEL'AND SEIZED ALL THE PROPERTY OF TESLA, CONSISTING OF ABOUT TWO
TRUCKLOANDS OF MATERIAL, SEALED ALL ARTICLES AND TRANSFERRED THEM TO
THE MANHATTAN STORAGE AND WAREHOUSE CO. NY, WHERE THEY ARE NOW LOCATED.
AT THAT TomeX TIME THERE WERE ALSO IN THIS WAREHOUSE APPROXIMATELY
THIRTY BARRELS AND BUNDLES BELONGING TO TESLA WHICH HAD BEEN THERE SINCr
ABOUT NINETEEN THIRTY FOUR. THESE HAVE ALSO MasmgeX BEEN SEALED AND
ARE NOW UNDER ORDERS OF ALIEN PROPERTYCUSTODIAN. IN VIEW OF FACT TESLA
IS A US NATURALIZED CITIZEN, ALIEN PRQPERTY CUSTODIAN FEELS THAT ITS
JURISDICTION OVER PROPERTY IS DOUBTFUL BUT R@WWWX FEELS THAT NO OTHER 7

AGENCY VILL BE ABLE TO GET GeeeX TO THIS PROPERTY FOR AT LEAST TWO DAYS/
COPIE3 DESTROY /0 ALL INTrom: AP P _
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PAGE TWO ‘ :
AFTER THAT TIME IT IS POSSIBLE THAT A PUBLIC ADMINIS RATOR WILL BE
APPOINTED FOR THE PROPERTY WHO MAY TAKE THE PROPERTZ;NTO HIS Cus-

TODY. TESLA ALSO HAD SOME PROPERTY, ASETCODMEXX ALLEGED BY INFORMANT
FITZGERALD IN THIS CASE, TO BE A WORKING MODEL OF AN INVENTION IN

A SAFE DEPOSIT BOX IN GOVERNOR CLINTON HOTEL IN NY. INQUIRY SHOWS

THAT THIS WAS PLACED HERE BY TESLA IN NINETEEN THIRTY TWO AS SECURITY .
FOR FOUR HUNDRED DOLLARS OWED HOTEL. THIS BILL IS STILL OWED AND HOTEL
APPEARS UNWILLING TO RELEASE THIS PROPERTY TO ANYONE AT LEAST UNTIL®
BumexX DEBT IS PAID, BUT THIS OFFICE WILL BE ADVISED IF ANYONE ATTEMPTS
TO PAY BILL AND OBTAIN 'RROPERTY. CONCERNING TESLA HOTEL MANAGERS RE-
PORT HE WAS vewstX VERY ECCENTRIC IF NOT lemx MENTALLY DERANGED DURING
PAST TEN YEARS AND IT IS DOUBTFUL IF HE HAS CREATED ANYTHING OF VALUE
DURING THAT TIME, ALTHOPRIOR TO THAT HE PROBABLY WAS A VERY BRILLIANT
INVENTOR. . THEREFORE, ANY NOTES OF VALUE WERE PROBABLY THOSE MADE

PRIOR TO THAT TIME. KOSANOVICH IS A NEPHEW OF TESLA WHO DESCRIBED
HIMSELF AS FORMERLY QUOTE YUGOSLAV MINISTER OF STATE UNQUOTE AND NOW
QUOTE MRESE®BEEX PRESIDENT OF EASTERN AND CENTRAL PLANNING BOARD REP-
RESENTING YUGOSLOVIA, CZECHOSLOVAKIA, POLAND AND GREECE, UNQUOTE.
SWEEZEY IS A WRITER FOR POPULAR MECHANICS AND OTHER PUBLICATIONS WHO

IS EEEEexy DESIROUS OF PUBLISHING A BIOGRAPHY OF TESLA AND THERFORE WOULD
LIKE TO OBTAIN CONTRQL OF HIS NOTES FOR THIS WORK. CLARK IS EMPLOYED
BY RCA AND WOULD ALSOPROVIDE STORAGE ROOM FOR TESLAS EFFECTS IN ORDER
TO USE THEM IN WRITING A BIOGRAPHY., TESLA AT ONE TIME REPORTED TO BE
WORKING ON EXPERIMENTS FOR YUGOSLAVIAN GOVERNMENT IN EXILE. 1IT IS
DESIRED THAT BUREAU ADVISE IMMEDIATELY WHETHER IT IS INTERESTED FURTHER
IN THIS PROPERTY FOR PURPOSES OF TAKING CONTROL OF IT. SUGGEST THAT,
IN VIEW OF FACT THAT THE NOTES AND OTHER MATERIAL WOULD BE HIGHLY TECH-
NICAL IN CHARACTER AND FOR THAT REASON WX COULD NOT BE REVIEWED %
M EXCEPT BY A TRAINED PER?ON THE OFFICE OF SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH DEVEL-

OPMENT MIGHT BE INTERESTED.
FOXWORTH

END NYC S2 WHS
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TZISLA, DECEASED.

STANDIQG
TZZi FORT
CLIFZTINZ
TRALEN

’PH‘. I-T
THRZE SIX

-~

EXPERIMENTS AND FORMULAE TOGETHER WITH DESIGNS OF !

VITALT7F THEM AKQ AMONG TESLAS PEKRSONAL EFFECTS, AND.

I.\

ZLECTRICAL =KGI
ADVISED THE NEW YORK OFFICE THAT CiN JANUARY SEVE

TINE

SCIZNTISTS IN THEZ ELECTRICAL FIELD, DIED

Y THRZE AT THE nCT:L NIw VYORKER, Nzi YCa¥

, nz CCUDUCTED NMANY TUEZAINENTS I CONLZC

SSICH OF T —CTz{ICAL POUER AND N GAT K

{ NAY. ACCCJDI!C TO INFCRMATION FURNISHED
FIFTH AVENUE, NE¥ YORK CITY, THE NOTES A

ESPIOINA:

l"—!""

WL s n

WHO KA

1k~x3 ‘ﬁxmm..ﬁﬁ\éﬁﬂxgug,

11-30 PM

¥ CXPERIMENTS AN
NIKOLA TEZSLA, ONY}

3z - M.

AT

D EXEN QUITE

2012 ALL HE COULD TC PRIZSERVE <G THEM.
CLOSE

ELC

>

-,

vOrE

PR

TO TESLA DURINKG

«.

TAKEN TO PRESERVE THEM OR TO KEZP THEM FROM FALLING "GFPL
i Unr%IF \DLY TG THE WAR ZFFCRT CF THE UNEF ~CRD-
ING TO SPANEL, A DISTANT RELATIVE CF TESLA, NAMED g - M, WHO l
1S INTZ=NSELY DISLIKED BY TESLA, IS TAKING "sTEPS TR - S
THESE INPORTANT DOCUMNTS AND PLANS. SPANEL BELIEYJCSRMMREETHERE IS A
STRONC LINILIHOED THAT YOSANOVICE WILL MAXT THIS MATERIAL AVAILAELE TO
IO THZ zutnV. YSPANEL ALDVISED £ T¢0 HEADIUARTERS IN UASHINGTOL, AS
SILL AS HR MORKIK OF THE DE PARTMINT OF JUSTICT IN WASHINCTO: CONCERING
THE AZCVI, SPANEL WAS ALSC INTELEPHCHIC COMNUNICATIOR WITH - oo
LOZADO, ONE OF THE ADVISCRS TC VICE PRESIDENT WALLACTE COHCERNING THIS
XA~T~H, AD LOZADO TOLD SPAKEL @RS THAT THE GOVERNMENT WAS VITALLY
InToRTSTID IN THE EFFECTS OF TESLA AND REQUISTED SPANEL TO LOSE NO TIME

FITZ3ZRALD, AX
RIS LIFE

NTH, NINETEEN

70RTY TRREE, SAVA KGSANOVICH, GEORGE CLARK, WHC IS 1N CHARGE OF THE MUS-
Tut AND LAECRATORY FOR RCA, AND ! KEMNETE SWEZEY CF ONE SIY THREE MILTOW i
STRIET, BROOLKVI, NY, yTNT TO TESLAS ROOMS IN THE NEW YORKER, AND uITH
THI ASSISTANCE OF A° LOCKSMITH BROKE INTC A SAFE WHICH TZSLA
GAD INKIS ROOMS IN WHICH KE KEPT SOME OF HIS VALUABLr FAPERS, INCLUDING
IPORTANT MeEmesEa EL-CTRICAL FORNMULAE, DESIGNS, ET CETERA. WITHIN Thz _J
PAST MOUTH, TESLA TOLD FITZGERALS THAT HIS EXPERIMENTS IN COIMECTICN wltn
ThZ ; I‘;LZSS TRANSE ISCICA OF..ELZCTRICAL PCVER HAD BEZN CO? PL“T D Al Dﬁﬂnpgﬂm
FIRFICTZID, P oar .
w5 o /00 - Lx2] —3
04}% A ﬁﬂ’; i UU{@@R - : 1
T \ 3‘? b !
h |\\\q ® JAN 18 1943
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PAGE TWC

'SERIE . REVCLUTION-

FITZSERALD ALSO KNOUS THATTESLA HAS CONCEIVED AND
THE NATICNS.

A2Y TYFE OF TORPEDO WHICH IS NOT PRESENTLY IN USE B
IT 1S FITZGERALDS BELIEF THAT THIS DESIGN HAS NOT E; F AVAILAELE
FROM STATEME NS g TO FITZ-

TO ANY NATION UP TO THE PRESENT TIME.
HE KNOWS THAT THE COMPLETE PLANS

AND EXPLANATION OF THE BASIC THEORIES OF THESE THINGEESS
THE PERSONAL EFFECTS OF TESLA. HE ALSO KNOWS THAT ;5SS
MODEL OF TESLAS WHICH CCST MORE THAN TEN THCUSAND DI
A SAFETY ! DEPOSIT BOX EBELONGING TO TESLA;JEER
CLINTON Y, HOTEL, AND e, FITZGEARLD B
upS TO DO WITH THE SO CALLEDE DEATH RAY OR THE WIRE
FLECTRICAL CURRENT. TESLA HAS ALSO TOLD FITZGEARLE- Y
THAT HE HAS SONML WElRX EIGHTY SlMER TRUNKS INDIFFIRER
TRANSCRIPTS AND PLANS HAVING TO DO WITH EXPERIMENTS BGTED EY HIM.
EUREAU IS REQUESTED TO ADVISE IMMEDIATELY WHAT, IF A af¥r] 0N SHOULD
EE TAKEN CONCERNING THIS MATTER BY THE NEW YORK FIEL®™D 10N
FOXWORTH

CORRECTION- THROUGHOUT THE ENTIRE TELETYPE THE NAML THAT SHOULD APPEAR
IS NOT FITZGERALD 4@ AS IT SOMETIMES IS

SPELLED

B CATIONS
®ONME PLACE IN
B A WORVING

CEARLD EY TESLA ,

#THIS MODEL
ESMISSION OF
W@ CONVERSATICNS

HOLD

R : )
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. ) . ) . ¢ Mr. Tolson____
- #OHNRDG~R HOOVER . : Mr. E.A. Tainm___
— PtRECYoR . Ml'- Clegg
- - T Mr. Glavin
. Fed ‘.‘: i H 2 -
Federal Bureau of lnucsttga. e Mr. Ladd
United States Department of Iy ! Mr. Nichols_____
. . ¥ Mr. Rosen
Washington, 9. @. Mr. Tracy
- o Mr. Carson
Jaruary 11, 1943 Mr. Coffey
v Mr. Hendoa______
/" - . Mr. Kramer
MEMORANDUM FOR™T™ Tl "«141,'\ Mr. McGuire_____
o . ) > Mr. Harbo
DR:; TMNYMOWH STEJIECHE "i TN A Mr. Quinn Tamm__
EXFRTIPRTS AP ’ Tele. Room
OF NIXOLA Mr. Nease

“SEIOMAGE Miss Beahm

Miss Gandy__

Nikola Tesla, one of the world's outsta
the electrical field, died 2t his residence in thg .
Vork fity, on Jenuary 7, 1943. In the oouvse-of " N B 1 C 4 e d
meny pxoerlvner\ts with resvect to the tragps .
of radio and what is commaonly celled the
respent *o the wireless trersmizsion of elect"lca1

beer cor vleted end v-rlected, and Tesla had alsc cou . d
revolutiorary type of ternedo whica is not in use by ‘patlof" B~ nrecent
time. The specifications, exnlens*ions of the ba51%;‘§héoaég, P ne models
of Tesla's scientific endeavars a-e repcrted to be g his effects, “ee‘c is

renorted to have some 80 trunks in different nlaces ’bontzunlr" +ranscrints end
Slgns hovins o 4o with pis experinernts rs well es a workin_ model of one o*
his 09"e;0j).n‘=rts imw t.e sefetr denosit box at the Zovermor Clinton Yo®el,
» mem‘
Informstinn ccnecernin y”‘esla'ﬂ (e rlnen.;,tlu.' % :‘en repor«ted to the
ga‘i?w York Office A A. N{ Spenel/and Bloyc&? itzgernl&, *he ‘latier en electricel
1‘,\'\0 enzineer wro had been Q"(i‘te slese to Teslay, Poth of trese individusls neve
3 1vﬁlca‘reﬁ tve* ro stecs heve been ta~e'1 to presarve Tesla's records end models
" or to keep tner from felling irto the hands of individuels sympatnetic to the

AXxis vowers,

+

Tesla hes a cistant relative by tue name of Sevs]Fosenovich, wrom he

rtersely disliked Yosunnvich is reported to be taking s eps *o get nossession
{ these 1monrtant documents &rd rlans, an3 Spanel believes there is a s*trong
lielikood thet Kosanovic: will make such informetion available to the eneny. ,

On Januery 7, 1943, Yosarovicn, accompenied by, eorce\Clark, in cherge of %tre Z
smseun and Leborato r'v for RCA, an? Kenneth Bwezey of ’rnoklvn, ¥ew Ynri, entered
Tesla's rooms at 4:e ‘Totel New Yorler wkhere, with the &3d of & locksmith, *%Sm_j
broke irtc a safe in whicn Tesla kept some of RECQRIMNLPle papers, Inz) GCEnEST oy
important elentrlcal formulae, desipgns, et ceterz.g DB - -
INDEXED /07 ZAH L 7 =2
. Spanel, in ediition *o rencrting thece develo 1°r~ts w the ‘qreau, .
hes slso advised the hesdcuerters of the Kilitary Intellizepce Di-rision, 2 .
torkin of %tne Departuent of 'qulc‘ in ',c.u‘hlnr'con, epd] Ir. JM 1:30194' e
of *he sdvicsors to Vice Fresiden* Tellece Iczado ﬂivlsea Sovml tha
Zovermaent wes vitelly inf-:—r-'stef‘. in thke effects cf fesla =
Spunel loose no time in doin; all be cculd te pr serje .

~

r




vemorandun for tne Hirector

e

Yy stave the matter up
49 possibly tarirg

* the various pever:c

: It was pointed
#.d be harzled in
M5 ect to Tesla's
act. the Surrogete
s “of Tesla both in

Mcedk boxes that he may

R0

The Yew York Office wes instructed to disom
with the State's Attorney in Few Vork City with the i ¢
¥osanovich into custody or a burzlery charge and obtek
which Kossnovich is reported %o have taxen fron Tes@ig{
out thet any activities pursued by the State's Atto--z
e most secret fashion in order o avoid sny publicity
jnreations. The New York 0ffice was also instructad
Court in order that stops eould be nlaced egainst t&p‘}gs
his hotel and any other points, in particulsar, the gafe%j
have irn order tha*t no onc mey enter t.en without a Suread: e
present and every precaation taken to preserve the secreéyyg
The Yew York {ffice is to keer +ue- Bureau advised of all deW

Zesnectfully,
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UNITED
ATAIFS

.. -9 R HOOVER ) - I -~
DIRt TTOR . . ' ‘ Mr. E. A, Tamm_
Mr. Clegg
Federal Burean of Enuestigation Mr. Glavin _
. .. Mr. Ladd
Mnited States Bepartment of Justice Mr. Nichols
Washington, D. d. Mr. Rosen
Mr. Tracy
Mr. Carson
. Mr. Coffey
7 EAT:DS January 12, 1943 Mr. Hendon
Mr. Kramer R
MEMORANDUM FOR MR. LADD Mr. McGuire
Mr. Harbo
Mr. Quinn Tamm__
Tele. Room
Mr. Nease
Miss Beahm
on Friday, January 8th, Mr. L. M. C. th called me
in connection with the death of Nikola-Tesla. He ad
vised me that he was concerned about the possibili
of enemy agents confiscating some of the trunks o
Tesla, who had died on January 7th. He understood at
the War Department was interested in this matter and
that apparently the Alien Property Custodian’s office
was taking some action. He desired to know whether the
Bureau would take some steps to refrain relatives of Tesla
from taking the contents of his trunks and whether the
Bureau would seize possession of the trunks. Mr. Smith
indicated that he was talking to the Alien Property Custodian
along the same lines. I told him that in view of the fact
he was going to handle the matter with the Alien Property
Custodian's. office, there did not appear to be any action
which the Bureau could or shou take.
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' ’ !lmm 1s made to yonr {nquiry

by telephone
March 29, 1950, cone certain techniocal papirs whiehw
belonged to the late Niko Tesla. . -

From an examination of our files, we have een
able to determine that this Bureau has never been {n posséésion, oot
as had been indicated to you, of a oopy of Dr. Tesls's papers,

Very sincerely yours, Tl 2
Jo0- QAFT VLR

‘._.l zdgar Hoo\n\
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Director, FBI April 17, 1950
SAC, Nem York

SAVA K. KOSAROVIC
INTRINAL SECURITY=YU
(BufLle 65-47953)

Rebtulet dated April 3 last.

.o April 7, 1950 agents of this offioe interviewed Mr. JVe FOTIS,
Vios President of the Manhattan Warehouse and Storuge Cozpany, $2nd Street
& Tth Avenue, New York City, and at that time . FOTTS sdvised that the :
rulss of his firm required that all persons gaining acceas to goods stored
by Kcnhattan first had to fill out sn appropriate form setting forth their
nemes, date of visit, and reason for requesting acoess to the goodse -

In a review oi the file pertaining to the storage of the effects of
NFXLA TESLA, li. POTIS revealed that only one such visit had been made by A
persons outside of the manugement of Manhattan Storage itself. This cne ‘
occassion took place on Jamuary 26 and 27, 1943, st which time representetives N
of the Alien Propert, Lustodiun made & thgyough review of the entire effects

of the TIESEA estate. VIKCeL R / QSL/ﬁT

The TESIA effects are stored in rooms 5J and 5L of Hanhattsn Storage's

sarehouse at 52nd Strest & 7th Averme, New York City. MR. MICHAEL KING, who
'Mdh.hudboennmrsw:rorappmximnmnmwthe r
in question, stated that he could recall only the one occasaion in early 1943
wher. an exaxination was made of ths TSSLA effects. BHe stated that at that
time mmerous photographs were taken by the examiners. Ris description of
the eqiipment used would tend to show that a nicrofila reprod.ction was made
of scme of the papers of the deceased scientist. i, KINO added that several
of the group making the exazination wore UsSe Navy uniforms, &nd during the
two days required to complete the examination the civilian assistants in tls
group were identified to him only as "FEDEHAL AUTHORI TIES®. " According to M.
KI¥G, no other instance of smicrofilming of the records of the TESIA estate has
taken place sinoe that time. . -

t
It should be noted that the Bureau was informed of the exsmination men—
tioned above by New York letter (with attachments) dated October 17, 1945,
entitled UNKRGRE SUBJECT; SAVA KOSANOVICHj; Experiments & Research of EIKIA
wSIA (Dieceased), Espionage—ile :

. ~ ¢ .
ORIGINAL FILED IR / 7 - '/ 749

“h ) ~T : ] ooy 22F ;‘
ccs 65-12290 e\ ‘\‘\\;0\5\;‘?\‘(" ,mv‘\ \,D ﬁ;ﬂé‘ ‘ /04:-{2_)_&__/_“__
S T S ; g (1 2¢ -
EY Y1 JJC ) BAS ‘ Q
105-1371 ' _



Letter to Direder, FBI
FY 105-1391 ’

VR, POTTS stated that no inquiry had been received by Manhattan from
SAVA N. EDSANOVICH, por had Manhattan informed him, in any way, that an ex-
amination of the TESLA effects had been made by anyone. In fact, added MK.
POTTS, the only correspondcnce relating to the TESLL estats haes Seen in the

form of bills for storage.

Mi. POTIS stated that any personal inquires regarding the estate would
of necessity be directed to him, and to date no such inquiries have been made.

Interviewing agents explained to MR. POTTS that the examination made,
as mentioned above, was mot instigated by the Bureau, por had the Bureau taken

part in that examination.

Unless advised to the contrary, this investigation is being placed in
a closed status, and no further investigative action is contemplated by this

of fice. CINSED.




b1C
rinneapolls , -Mdrnesota’
August 18, 1952

Federal Bureau of Investigatlon iy \,1£0RMAT\0\ = ___)
Department of Records .;-;gq\‘s MOLENS ¥,
Washington, D. C. Vel Pykdz?‘

Gentlemen:

In a manner of introduction, I wish to state that I am working
toward a degree in Electrical Engineering at the Institute of
Technology of the University of Minnesota.

For several years, I have been éngaged in a study of extensive
compass and detall concerning the researches and writings of
the late, world renowned sclentiet, Dr. Nikola Tesla. At con-
siderable expense, I have acquired an extensive collection of
meterials relating to Dr. Tesla and his works which include:

1) Personal let*ters written by Tesla to his close friend.

2) Numerous pericdicals, some of vwhich are to be found in
only a few libraries throughout the United States.

3) A few rare books which have now become "collector's
items".

4) A collection of issued patents. /
Although the items listed are considerable in number, the spe-
cific information desirsd is lacking. .

As I understand 1t, because of the nature of Dr. Tegla's role
in scientific developments, all research papers, patent
anolications, etc., were secured by the Federal Bureau of
Inzestigation at the time of Dr. Tesla's death in January of
1983, '

The purvose of this selzure, as described in numerous articles,
wes to determine whether these vavers contained suggestions
leading toward advancements in the field of gclence. v
/e Il };'4?.
RECORDED - A8 )
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Now 1t seems that sufficient time has elapsed for an inves-
tigation of this kind. If Dr. Tesla's Lstate has been relezszd
by the dspartment in charge, any records that can be made
atallable for examination will be welcomed.

A letter from Harold I. Baynton, Assistant Attorney General,
Director, O.fice of Alien Property, informed me that the Library
of Congress listed @ertain workxs, writings and research studies
prepared by the late Dr. Tesla. However, a letter addressed

to the Library failed to bring results as the Library "has no
files on the ressarches of Tesla'.

A similar result was obtained from the Bureau of Naval Research
and the Department of Commerce.

I am egoacially interested in the researcn work in which Tesla
wag engaged in his lazter years. There are verious unnublished
works, such as a 10-page tyovewritten statement presented in
1937 at a meeting of several well-known editors outlining his
discoveries and giving a resume' of his work in the fields of
gravity ané cosmic ray research, etc, Also, Tesla prepared
varlcus papers, one of which was in effort to secure the Plerre
Gutzman Prize from th:s Institute of Erance. My 1lnquiry is in
effort to determine whether any of these documz2nte, as well =as
others, are at this time avallable.

I will greatly eporeclate any informatiocn in regard to any
records which you may hsave,

Vervy uly yours,

K¢

-
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Adugust 26, 1952

o Yith rérerence to your letter of
August 18, 1952, our files disclose that
the effects of Xikola Tesla were taken into
custody at the time of his death by the
Offtce of Alien Property, and not by this
Bureau, Congequently, you Ray wigh to
communicate further with thgt agency, which
Ray be addressed as follows: (65-27953)

Asststant Attorney General
Rowland r, Xirks :

Director, 0ffice of Alten Property

United States Department of Justice -
- 101 Indtana Avenue, X,

Yashington 25, p, c.

¥.

DRYAR K P

16 Hld 20 g 97 9

Siacerely you rs,

.-

‘t NREYS

= Yokn rdgar Hoover
Tl Director

HO

cc - 1 - Aaaist5n£Aﬁ&?ﬁﬁy,,&{eneral (with copy-o
Rowland F, Kirks ' i)c’g
Director)“0frice of Alien Property

f

1
,
N
)

[ 4

1

i

(]

LAY)

|

— United States Department of Justice
mAILEY 10 ’ 101 Indiana Avenue, N, Wein -

AR O 771000 Fashington 25, n. c. - -V 34
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100-2237 : : TOOF e
\ NOTE: No reference Bureau Sitles on corres ondent .
. ot in Minnesota., 8-22-52, ..pe‘ /U(_ ~
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B Ofﬁce Meﬁm-fzmdum « UNITED lSI‘AI‘ES GOVERNMENT

\i N . . Tolsoa —
Al . g ez
i : DATE: fuyi 5, 1858 Al

yee . - [
TO : Ll e s1e e 250700 i .
4 mont -

' legg ——
. e Glavin
P ° . Harbo

e . Rosen ——

Trecy ——
Gearty ——

FROM ! n

T~
b
X
N
\

J ‘ : / Moht — ——
) Viaterrowd —
sUB : IVYI};_OLA :’:”ES’L,‘; (De cease d) SR ‘“'.FOR“} A‘T"ﬁ't‘: QS?‘JTA!EA! ED ;:::;::om_.-
ITNRCi Aol CClCLE! 4G i .i-;-:| A A Sizoo
. ;;\{ ‘S U\\\Jl. ! i ‘ Miss Gandy
~ AT : _ N
A ¢rdnance Sect%BLE Lo gié
Standares Lo 3 ertension 622) called on the cfternoon
.7 Moy 4, 183, '

~ +gted thet he hcd been reading a book entitled, f
"Tha’ Proaty enivs - The Lije of Nikola Tesla' by John J. !
\\géﬁeill, whom gescribed as a science WLl Hor a New

rk newspa-er (pLolisier - Ives iashburn). oted in this
book that Bureau ifrcents wént to Tesla's room Jollowing his death
on Janusry 7, 1942, orenecd 15 SOl eramined his rapers, and

s gersoncl files. scid this cnnecred on rcje

stated that Tesla s tihe fother of modern
power enginee g, deingc resnonsible for thc invention of the
4. C. generctor, moioT transmission, and other electrical engineering

rects. He inguircd (1) if the perers cnd works of Teslec were in
ti.e $DCS8CsSiCn ot The Burecu, qnd (2) il so, were sier aveilable
for roviow o in vier of their scientific ImMDOTTCNRCE,

C I told .L'r.“that the statement concerning the Bureau's -
taking Tesla's files did not seen very logical but that I would i
check on tiie matter. L : ’ , e a

e

The purea:'s files reflect that shortly cjter the decth
of Tesla in his hotel room in New York City on Janvary 7, 1943, o
Sava Kosanovichy a cdistant relative, and other individucls
entered 1is room and operecd the safe, eramining certcin mcterials
which he possessed. On Janucry 8, 1942, Mr. L. ¥. C. Snith of
the Departrent advised ¥r. Tanm tnat he was concerned chout the
possibility of enéeny agents confiscating somg of the trunks of Y
Tesla and appcrently the Office of Alien Property Custodian wasy,/4;>/
taking some action regarding these effects., Since the matier was-’ '~
being handled b: the Office of Alien Froperty Custodicn, the Bureau
did not maie any inguiries into this sitration. (65=47955~6)

. It is noted also thnat
ril 16, 1948, jfrom Xr
Kilwaukee, hisconsin,

eciricol engineering at ine

of
o1 R wes studyt
riluaukee School of Engineering an
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was interested in tne life cnd wWOTKES of Tesla. Qﬁcted
hat he understoed et the time of Tecla's dcathr Une surecd

tpokx his mcnuscripis and exrverir.ent dcia for nationel securitye.
ihe Burecy on .ipril 2% 1648, advised chat tihe effects of
Tesla were handled D Tnre€ office of 4l W, perty cnd not by the
73I.(65-47953-18)

I callec i‘.;r.!&his morning cnd sold him thaet it was
the office of Alien rrob uy end not tie r3I vhich took OveT the

effects of Teslc folloiing his decth. Accordingly, I suggestecd
that !'r nighi 1ish to conmuniccte with the office of
4Llien Pre] w for furiher informat._on concerning this mattcrs

]
Th

The book 'Procizel CGenius - The Life of Hikolc Tesla’
in the Bwr:scu Likrery. 4 copy is kein: oxtcined from

b —

is not

the Libreri of Con-resss IS rill be excminec ©C cetermine 5
specifically the reference ncce to the nurecu's teking these N
~azers. At that time ¢ deterninction cCi e macde as to what 7,
urt.er cotion shounld he IGIEN. ‘ /,,

ADDEVD s LLL:merT 5-14-53

Page 277 of the "prodigal Genius - The Life of Nikola Tesla,"
describing Tesla's death, contains the following statement:
"operatives from the Federal Bureau of Investigation caneé and opened
the safe in his room and took the papers it contained, to examine
them for a reported important secret invention of possible use
in the war."”

Since this work was published in 1944, it is not felt

that any particular purpose would d by raising an objection
with the publishers at this time. the individual who raised
£

the question, has been set straigh herefore, no further

action is being takar. (q‘iﬁ;,
/"’ /€

/"

[3%)
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e -
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Leland 1. Andcrson

127 Scymour Avcruc Southcast
Minncapolis 14, Minncsota

\

February 3, 1954

.r. George H. Scherlr, Jr.
145 Scacord Road
westchester, NZw YORK

Dear Mr. Schrerfif:

work of Dr. Nlxola Tesla.

Receatliy, I have Tounded an organizatlon 1n name and honor of

Dr. Tesia 1n cooperation with several people who were intimately
assoclated with Tesia durlng his lifetime, and witn otners who
are inter=ssted in Dr. Tesla and nis achlievesents from a sclen-
tiflec and nistorical standpoint. (See enclosed brochure.) I
nave had some difflculty ilocating a few ol Tesla's assoclates,
and, the name of George Scherfr is among them, Therefore, it

1s my sincere hope that you, Mr. Screrfr, are the person I seek
as havingz been assoclated witn Tesla.

I have personally studied tne works of Tegla for a nunber of
years, oveing particularily interested in elaborating upon his
researci®s rogarding nlgh-tension radlant beuns. Trnrougn some
tpavel and otner errorts, I nave been Tortunate to locate many
original coi.ections of Tesla's corresonasnce and manuscripts,

and in a few cases obtalned a nuader of interesting items.

I was in New Yorkx a sunort time ago on pusiness, and wnllz there
I visited Mr. Kennetn M. Swezey. He 1ntends to undertake some
signiricant work on oenalr of Tes.a in tne near future, and
since ne xnew Tes.a ror 8o _many years curing nls iater 1life,

‘1t will re nwndled with great understanding.

I hooe tnat you may have soae interest in the work walcn I
nave initlateéd on benair of Dr. Tesla. Tnere are many matters
tnat I wisn to discuss with you, provided of course, tnat you
are tne Mr. Scnerfr reiated to tne Tesla story. I would.pe -
most nappy to near Ifrom you at your ear.iest convenlence, and
will send you all publications of the organization 1f you wish
to receive tnea.

" Very truly yours,

Sl d S o L

et




[N\ D . \I /A
University Station, 8ox 13

..MINNEAPOLIS . 14 - MINNE SOTJ“'.

©o Those Who Are Interested in the Life and Work of )
Dk. NIKOLA TESLA

Following the ceath of xola Tesla on the 7th of Jemuwwi, 1945,
Mpr. John J. O'Neill, forner .e £d1vor of the Ngw York Heral @ Trioune
presented the bio “&ghy

PIHODICGAL GELIUS
The Life of uAnOl& Tezla

- a memorable tribute tc one of y 'ts snding figures in Lhs €n-
tire rieid of e;ecuricql gclence. eny reading this Vlograpry Izerneéd
of Nikola Tesla for u‘e firsy Lizme, ¢ ite nﬂs monunFntous ac;1&VFnents
with which he has won wor.d-wil .cocoaln i ific circles. Even
those closely azsociated with ;1 «n1 engineccviag dle-
covered & remerkeble giory zo, cLSIALLY FNCH ©oshz brillilent genlus
Tegla whose@ 8ensitive perroneal ' [ xept his fame in e shecow

The TESLA-INTLIGATICHAL orgenlzation ts belng sstablished
Uni<ed States in name &nG honer or Div. nikole Tegls DY thwee € wr
cutual interest in his *1‘v end wo~ke. The creenization hes ec
cblective the prosulge 5¢ tne truth ebout lilxola Tesla; thit & Tull
recognition be made regeerrch work on the =TTects
of currentg of hlgn anG Tor hie qcnleve-
ments in the realme telzcomrunicatl or
It would be the duty of e powes that
name of Tesla win in tLc th= erving of a Ur
great Amerlcan for his conir tenes, ind ard to this
countrj.

reaC

'

"‘U) o

A JjJournal of the
ning the month cf Hov
higtoricel interest T

1) A Tormzl roster of &l

orgenizaticn end 455.

z) an c*"“an_.: of
tnrcugn the ediud

A conprehenslive LIDLIL R sLing ol esl &velleble U
concerning Tesle, willo wWouvid : eloging of the Vii
collectiong ol L et gener > L:-’ Zuch & ;1:,~nj Wwill

£

be of p&rticul&r img SAnlC cclole the resczercn fie .C.

A presentatlon of h : yubia T ~ ot
Tesla 8 technlcal : ey

The Journal of the mogh-1nTLHATIORAL organizetion will ve forth-
coming at 1nfervals of 15 - 2 ny‘?> . Subgcripticn rete ieg £1.C0 for
10 1ssues. embership in tne TxSi..-] INTZINATIOLAL orgenizaticn 33 con-
current with subscriotion to the Juu“na‘




Le wm:a W.. Anderson
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Leland I. Anderson l.‘
127 Seymour Avcnuc Southcast
Minncapolis 14, Minnesota

Februsry 12, 1953

Dear Mr. Scnerff,

It was so very rewarding to recelive your reply concerning pr. Nikocla
Tesla... I have initlated an undertaking on penalf of Tes.ia DCcause
I feel that in all right and Jjustice somethlng snould be done to
perpetuate tne name of Tesla and see to 1t inat rnls namc r<come®s a
part of tihe heritage of thils nation. A greal tusk periaps, but as
time goes on I velleve tnae name of Tes.ia Wi.l veccome more significant
in sclentific develonments. 1 nope trhat you may ave an interest 1in
the organization whicrn I :nave proposed and egtapiisned, and I will

be honored to nave you as a memder. The organization 1s presently
set up on the basls of tnose naving & maatuns interest in Tes:a, witn
a free exchange of lnlformation between members. Tne first two lssues
¢f the Jjournal ol -ne o:ganlizatlion ure veln; e-ul To you undGr® seuurate
COVEr, ann snould reach you 1a a day or two.

Some otner menpbers which may ve of intercs*t to you are, rurilel arbus,
Dorotny Sxerritt, Kenneth Swezey @nd w. w. wiineim. Tne recent ceaths
of Jonn O'Neill and Edwin Aruastrong were very unexpected, and 1t 1s
«ith a great sadness thuat I received the news anc 1088 Of t:-s¢ Iwo
nembers.

Do you know ir Mr. Lowenstlen nad a daugnter? The reason I ask 1s
that a woman visited ¥Mr. O'Nelll pelfcre nis aeath and told nim that
sne inherited a grcat anount or Tes:luna rro: ner fatner - waom I ore-
sume to o2 Mr. Lowenstien., Tnls wonan was airald or alisc.csing tne
information by reason of ner alstaxken notion zand fear trat she wou:d
rudely pe ratded by tie army. You sege Mr, O'N<ill reiated to ner

+22t a few army orl'iclais visited nis nrons witn insictent reagussis

sy

cor information. Of cours? ai:r tnls sort of yovernzent intercst was
arousesd by Tesla's "Death-Ray" rumors, p.aysc up oy erterprising
journalists. Well, tne reosuilt ol al: (nls Is that sne ra2fused to
give ¥r, O'Nelll ner martlied name — only that sie zuar.-i2d a Slamese
orince no iess, and moved to som2 ald-western clity. I tiis woman
ni8 tne amount of material tnat Mr. O'lelll intimxted, 1T wou.d cer-
tainly oe iaportant to locate nor, .

I believe tnat one of tn¢ valuaolie efforts oi' t.x Tvs.a organization
would be to catalog every plecce of 1inroraaticn concerniiy; Tes.a. 1
nave macs a peglnning effort ailong tils line, ana I no.e tinat perore
too long all colicctions of Teslilana may be Locat2d, cataloged, and
rzoroduced for fear of eventual loss. Tarough Mary A. benjamin (of
walter R. EenjJamin Autographs in New York) I have ovtained a number
of significant items of correspondence cvetw::n Tesia and horvert U.
Johnson., Tne entire collection ol correspendence with Mr. Jonnson
nunbers in excess of 70 pieces, I snare tzis collection with Nrs.

sl 1 et || 1 f ] [
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Leland 1. Andcrson
127 Scymour Avcnuc Southeast
Minncapolis 14, Minnesota
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Leland I. Anderson
127 Seymour Avenue S, E.
Minneapolis 14, Minnesota

Mr. George Scherff
149 Seacord Roud
New Rochelle, New York
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Behert?, Jr. : o R ) . C

There 1z returned herewith ens set of the Photostats received
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HPTEARMATION CONTAINED

Mr. Parsns ..

163 Milton St?géﬂ;iff”'—

Pttt mEt AR Brooklyn 22 E;qzd

.. L oS NCLASS’F, June 25 Py ,lx 5 :\.’in:-rrwwd
R _7-—2-(0 B iz é Tele. Room .

¥Mr. J. Edgar Boover Mr. Holl' man .

Miss Gandy . -

Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D.C. '

Dear M¥r. Boover: 5 v
. “, /,.uw'o-, - J{'
Back in 1943, the local Alien Property -
Custodian searched through e belongings of the late
electrical inventor, Nikolz 'esla, stored in the Manhattan
Storage Varehouse in New ork City. Tesla had been a
naturalized American for more than fifty years, so 1
believe that the search was made on the grounds that the
property was to be sent to Yugoslavia, through Tesla's
nephew and heir, lr. Sava Kosanovié (Mr. Kosanovié had
been ¥inister of State under the King's government, later
became Ambassador to the Onited States from the present
covernment, and is now a kinister serving in Belgrade).

According to the attorney who handled the
Tesla estate, lir. Philipii¥ittenbers, the Alien Property
Custodian assured him that nothing had been held. I have
a letter from the Office of Alien Property, dated ¥arch
15, 1955, which confirms this statement. A.

In gathering material to help in a
nation-wide commemoration of Tesla's hundredth birthday
next year---which will be participated in by leading
scientific and engineering societies, museums, and
universities—--I have just discovered, however, that
Tesla's solid gold Edison Medal somehow vanished during
that search.

~

-

As a friend who had known Tesla well
during his last twenty years, I was with Mr. Kosanovic iA/ ,
Tesla's room in the Hotel New Yorker on the day he die 7_s
A safe expert was called in to unlock Tesla's safe. ong
its contents were several honorary degrees, a volume of
greetings which I had gathered for him on his seventy-fifth
birthday, a bunch of keys, and the Edison Medal. We kept
out the book of greetings (I mentioned this at the time

to the assistant manager of the hotel and later to a Mr.
Gorsuch of the Alien Property Custodian's office), but
everything else, including the medal and the keys, was

replaced and the safe was 10 f RECORDED - 82/04_0 ’-A—;_I')’
g& ;I NPEXER 4 By Wi
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ar1. sed in Belgrade (where Tes. .'s roperty was to be
installeéd in a special Tesla Museum and was there openec
by kr. Kosanovic. According to his former secretary, bhoth
the bunch of keys and the medal were missing. The keys
were later found in a tin box outside the safe; the medal
was never found.

‘T learned of the disappearance of the medal only by
accident. &ur. Kosanovid had asked his former secretary
to get permission from the American institute of Electrical
Engineers (who gave Tesla the iledal) to have it duplicated.
This was given, but the cost, it turned out, would be about
four hundred dollars. In the meantime, the Tesla Museum,
%n Yugoslavia, is quietly trying to raise the money to pay
or it.

The irony of this situation is more disturbing than
the money involved. By giving us a system which made
electric power universally available, Tesla---probably
more than any other one pman-—helped put America on top of
the world. At the time he died, his gold Edison liedal
was the only material evidence left of this country's
zppreciation. That this last token should have disappeared
--—-to have to be replaced by his materially poor countrymen
overseas for whom he had done nothing---seems a tragic

dgnoyement. Lo oiiss WK G2 TEETeed il

Johnk@'Neill, in'his biography of Tesla, states that
the FBI braoke into Tesla's safe on the day he died, and
on article in the current (June) Coronet repeats this. i
know this isn't true. I did hear, however, that the FBI
somehow lent a hand to the Alien Property Custodian during
the latter's search in the warehouse.

If that is so, I thought that perhaps some of your men
might remember the conditions under which the search was
made and therefore might have a suggestion as to what could
have happened to the medal. After this long time, I have
no hope that the medal can actually be restored, and I am
already trying to interest Americans in making a replacement
But future biographers might be spared a lot of wild guessin,

k and wrong blaming if some hint could be obtained as to

-\

whether the original got lost, strayed, or stolen---and who
might have been responsible. _

%ith best regards and sincere appreciation for any help
you can give,

Sincerely,

Kenneth W'ézey p
P.S.: I am enclosing an editorial from last month's POVIR
g

magazine which outlines T=sla's contribution to the electric
povier industry.
‘(—b—\.S.
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LOUIS N ROWLEY, EDITOR « MAY 1955 - ESTABLISHED 1882 ’Ower

‘ Strange Genius

ASK ANY CROUP of power men to name those who laid
the foundation for today’s electrical generation and
distribution. You'll wind up with an impressive list—

Edison, Brush, Thomson, Westinghouse, many others. -

But there is almost sure to be a significant omission.

Yet this forgotten man conceived the polyphase ac mo-
tor—still basic—and devised a suitable system of gen-
eration and distribution for applying it. To grasp the
magnitude of this contribution, we must turn back to the
1880’s when the electrical era was being born, and the
“battle of the systems” held sway.

Arc lights and motors were being operated on constant-
current series systems. Edison’s Pearl Street generating
station had opened in 1882, supplying incandescent lamps
and, later, dc motors on a constant-potential system. Un-
der the leadership of Westinghouse and Stanley, the
advantages of ac distribution were demonstrated. But
there was no successful ac motor.

In May, 1888, a young Yugo-Slav engineer, but four
years in the United States, read a paper before the Amer-
ican Institute of Electrical Engineers. In it he described
a new ac system. Its heart was the induction motor with
its basic and beautiful concept of the rotating magnetic
field. The man was Nikola Tesla, the system he described
was destined to sweep the field.

With characteristic vision, George Westinghouse real-
ized the fundamental importance of the polyphase ac
system and acquired the basic patents. Its first impact on
the general public was at the Chicago World’s Fair of
1893. There a 2-phase generator supplied motors and
lamps, and, through rotary converters and motor-gen-
erators, a variety of dc equipment.
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But it remained for the Niagara Falls power project to
demonstrate in the most dramatic way possible that poly-
phase ac was the system of the future. Since 1886 when '
a charter to develop its power had been granted, the eyes S
of the world had been on Niagara. An international com- .
mission, headed by Lord Kelvin, had reviewed 17 pro- '
posals, found none acceptable. Later, just five years after
Tesla’s AIEE paper, it was officially decided to use the
polyphase system.

In August, 1895, Niagara power was delivered to the
first industrial customer and in 1896 ac transmission to
Buffalo, 22 miles away, was begun. By that time, the
steam turbine had been introduced in America and the
modern age of electric power had truly opened.

For Nikola Tesla, these far-reaching inventions were
but a beginning. Still to come was brilliant work in high
frequencies, thinking basic to much of today’s radio art.
Yet by the time of his death in 1943, both he and his
work had begun to slip into obscurity. Why?

—— —————— e - - o~ e e =

A man of flashing insights and enormous brilliance,
Tesla was largely indifferent to the development of his :
ideas. This he left to others while he followed the lure '
of new challenges. In later years, his projects became
more grandiose, his ways more mysterious, his pronounce-
ments more Olympian. And working alone, as he did,
he formed none of the institutional ties that help to per-
petuate a8 record of accomplishment.

Next year—July 10, 1956—will be the 100th anniver-
sary of Nikola Tesla’s birth. It would be fitting for our
engineering societies to commemorate this occasion, to
acknowledge our debt to this strange and lonely genius
who changed our world for the better.
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RECOGNITION FOR TESLA -

Largely thru a young American. engineer’s efforts, the
world today is rq—scanning.the record and achievements of our
inventive genius, Nikola Tesla. Of late, even the big-tifne
magazines have devoted space to the amazing career and fas-
cinating character of the pioneering electrical wizard.

C
> The man behind this belated recognition for the one-time "0“ CONT MN L-D

“Serbian immigrant boy_who made millions but died almost a}, » £)
pauper is Leland m head of the Tesla Society, LT SSIF é/
which has headquarters at the University of Minnesota. ’,,,B - <

Thru travels, correspondence and detailed research, Mr.
Anderson has dug up many friends of the late genius and in-
duced them to join in his noble work. A good many of these
are American-Serbians. They serve Mr. Anderson and he
serves them, with information issued thru his TESLIAN pub-
lication. This is, at present, a mimeographed publication issued

of the late Dr. Tesla. »

The latest issue (March-June) informs of progress plans
to honor Dr. Tesla even more. It also presents an account of a
fascinating editorial, *'Strange Genius”, by the POWER mag-
azine of the powerful McGraw-Hill publishing line. This edi- ‘NDEXED-E}Q

»

s

torial traces the introduction of Dr. Tesla's polyphase system, ,. . 972%y 4
describcd by Mr. Anderson, as the “‘most tremendous event irq e
. . . ’ NOT RECORDED
all engineering history. 138 gUL 14 1155
Editorialist Louis Q\Bowlcr, according to the TESLIAN. JUL 1

answers the perplexing question why, in view of Tesla's im-
portant discoveries, he fell short of the comparative popularity
won by Edison and Bell. Then in closing, he suggests: It
would be fitting for our engineering societies, in commemora- -
tion of the 100th anniversary of Nikola Tesla's birth (July 10, "ISA'N ig?gm
}956). to acknowledge our debt to this strange and ]onc]y? b19n" h. Pennsylvania
genius who changed our world for the better.”. S OUTES ’ _
This appears to be just what Mr. Anderson was waiting
for. For now, in the same issue of his TESLIAN, he has pre-
pared a form to petition Postmaster General Arthur E. Sum-;
merfield to issue a Tesla commemorative stamp next year. '
§Wevare prinsing thisdorgn in- dyplicate. in this issue and

.
- > .

- R K R BIAAY . K Sles ‘~‘ "‘._‘.\, . _,..,t‘:’ Tt
wié-usge bll our readers to endorse it with ‘their signatrres: Send
ke complered peiitir dmee gt oS .
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Ojﬁce ‘Memic andwum - UNITED S1|TES GOVERNMENT

Telson

TO + L. V. BOARDIAN ~1,1;' DATE: June 29, 1955 gaﬁggi
e Be: om__{

o ALL INFORMATION COTAI L e
A B BEPOVY FERE!L IS UNCLASSITI et

soR ¥ NIKOLA TE LA . ' Tele. Room _
< VYISCELLANEOUS - INFORMATION CONCERNING (ESPIONAG Holloman __

O DATE 7-2-43 BW;/%M i —

( ' Nikola Tesla, a native of Yugoslavia, was a Sfamous electrical
inventor who died in New York City in 1943 where he had lived for many
years. In attached letter to Bureau dated 6-25-55 Kenneth M. Swezey,

Brooklyn, New York, advises he is gathering material to help in a
nation-wide commemoration of Tesla's hundredth birth anniversary in \
1956. OSwezejj relates he was present when Tesla's safe was opened by N

Jriends after. his death and advises the contents were thereafter
replaced and jthen impounded by the United States Alien Property
Custodian. Leter the safe was removed to Belgrade, Yugoslavia, to be
\installed ir.B Pesla Museum. Missing from Tesla's effects is a gold
Edison medal he had been awarded. Swezey s seeking to locate the

/ medal and has been advised by the Office of Alien Property (OAP) that
GAP held none of Tesla's properiy. Swezey states he has hecrd. the
FBI assisted OAP in handling Tesla's effects while in 8torage, and
accordingly, he asks whether Bureau could assist him in locating the
Edison medal. HRe FBI's assistance to OAP Swezey mentions that in the
Tesla biography ("The Prodigal Genius" - 1944) by John 0'Neill it
‘was stated FBI broke into Tesla's safe the day he died (1-8-43 to
protect contents from encmy'hands). Swezey notes this same comment
appears in article ("The Genius Who Kalked Alone") by Alfred H. Sinks
in the June, 1955, Mooronet." Swezey says he knows FBI did not do this.
)Bufii@s not -pertinent re Swezey. Bureau did not enter into Tesla

\_/"

ry

safe matter upon Departuent's advice it was being handled by OAP.
' Bureau previocusly aware of comment in O'Neill's book. Fer Ri-*iles
Eiiks was officer of American Civil Lidertiess /nion in 1930-40; staff
ember of Communist l.ae newspaper MThe Anvil' 1933-37; member of j'

o [

gbf
7 an Writers 'TCUA report~l944); close friend of / ..
v reported CP member and nggggigd,underground mcmbe
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Memorandum For Mr. Boardman

RECOMMENDATION:
That the attached letter be sent to Swezey advising Bureau
did not participate in the handling of Tesla's effects and that the

natter was handled by OAPF. Therefore, Bureau unable to be of
assistance; that no action be taken relative to Sinks' comment in

"Coronet” article. . Yﬁ(\/
/ ,
1/M i g 34,/ e b
T
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Dear Mr. Seeszey:

FitA reference to your letter of Ju 25
1955, our files dteclose the effects of Nikela
were taken fnto custody after his death dy the Qﬁftce
of Alien Property and not by this Bureau.

Stace we dtd not participate in the
handling of Nr. Tesla's effects, we are uaable to
/ supply the tnformation you requested.

Sincerely yours,

J. Edgac HOOVQ:

J)CO-Q237- é,{’

JoAn Idgar Hoover UL E
Dtrcctoé 2 !E—-E’l:-; y i y

—

mwayz& 5 ma JUL 1195 e

A cover memorandum om Belmont to—an
was prepared by ETB:jaa on 6-29-55 T'r"onnectton with
this outgoing mail. 5

Bufiles contain no derogatory data-- re corges-
pondent; reflect only that he was close fril@d» %pf
... ;. 8dmirer of Tesla. . . 14Q W
| LSRR\
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Jovney, vall Qriilc .

tugust l, 1955,

Mr. 7. Edgar [:00VET,
Federasl Sureau of Investigation,
Viesnington, D.CT.

: O
In his book, "Prodigal Genius", The Life of iiikola Tesla, ir, -sohm
J Otreil says, on pvege 277, thet the F.B.I. went to Tesla's hotel
room, openec his steel safe ané removed from it, the papers it

contained.

vlag there ever any publication of what these papers contazined? If
so, could ycu irnform me where I might obtain a copy of such
publication?

If there was no publication of the Safe's content, aftier more than
1o rears, would it bz improper TO publish them?

If there wes no publication of ths safe's content, but there were
no particular secrets found there in, coulé you inform me vhere I
might learn what the safe contained?

- informetion o thls nmetter -111 be appreciated.

Y

TRz you for your troublc.

2
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~sotmay, valifomaie,
September 10,, 1833.
» lioover,

o
LO' 4 & .
secau Of Imvestigation,
o

-U’

-~ i

] o *
cfzving to oy lstter to you fugust first, this year - your letter

to me, fusust 1llth., reletive to the matter of the papers of 1ilIr.
ikola-Tesla.

e the office of Alien Property regarding this

lat I had receivea the 1Pfo”mgtlon from you

department which had talken the tesla froperty
.to custouy - not yours..

I have a letter from Ilfr. llenry G. Hilken - that Department - File

umber HCE:DD Siirelk 01{—0033, in vhich I am told that office

ih e -

npever had custody, nor has vested, any property of iiikola Teslam,

2s I began tnis matter with you - because it was stated in Hr
0'ileill's bool: that it was your department who opened Teslafs safe #
I zm viondsring if you have any further suggestions along llP“S I%

might fellor to ootals sonz information in this regard?

1.—(,-_

Thers vou for rrour time and trouble.
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Septemher 20, 1955

FLL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED
DATE f/‘«az-;'z
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